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Corner 

‘Thanksgiving  and  a 
Joyous  New  Year 


Billye  and  I  have  especially  en¬ 
joyed  the  Christmas  cards  this  year. 
Since  I  was  a  part-time  patient,  I  had 
more  time  to  peruse  them.  They  be¬ 
came  a  link  between  the  present  and 
the  past  and  reminded  us  of  events 
sometimes  forgotten.  Most  of  all  they 
reminded  us  of  The  Event  that  split 
history  into  two  parts  and  gave  the 
world  the  only  accessible  HOPE. 

We  don’t  send  Christmas  cards  but 
I  do  wish  that  I  could  respond  to  them 
and  to  the  much  appreciated  words  of 


prayer  and  concern  for  my  health.  I 
often  pray  for  a  patient  “In  the  name 
of  the  Great  Physician,  without  whom 
there  can  be  no  life  and  no  health,” 
and  I  firmly  believe  there  is  healing 
power  in  prayer. 

So,  now,  Christmas  gives  way  to  a 
new  year  and  we  enter  it  with  joy  and 
thanksgiving  for  what  has  been  and 
what  is  to  be. 


Persons  —Churches  —Events 


St.  James  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Belle  Rose  recently  celebrated  its  Annu¬ 
al  Founder’s  Day.  Rev.  Roger  Lathan 
spoke  at  the  initial  worship  service  cele¬ 
brating  their  move  into  the  second  centu¬ 
ry.  The  church  is  100  years  old.  another 
recent  event  hosted  Rev.  W.  C.  August 
who  spoke  in  conjunction  with  their  27th 
Annual  Homecoming  Services.  The  pas¬ 
tor  is  Rev.  D.  D.  Barrie. 

*  •  * 

The  members  of  St.  Luke-Simpson 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles  recently  had  an  old  fashioned 
caroling  party.  There  were  hay-filled 
wagons  and  pick-up  trucks  to  take  the 
carolers  on  the  caroling  routes.  ReVT 
Thomas  A.  Dunbar  is  the  pastor. 


over  400  people  that  included  the  needy, 
the  lonely,  and  those,  like  policemen  and 
firemen,  who  had  to  work  on  the  holiday. 
Pastor  of  the  church,  Rev.  Ed  Pickens, 
said  it  was  such  a  gratifying  experience 
that  it  might  become  a  yearly  event. 

•  *  * 

The  staff  and  youth  of  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  recently 
mailed  a  booklet  containing  devotions 
for  the  Advent  and  Christmas  season. 


St.  Peter  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Donaldsonville  recently  celebrated  its 
Annual  Founders  Day.  The  speaker  was 
tliC  new  pastor,  Rev.  Donald  D.  Barrie. 
The  church  is  110  years  old. 


In  addition  to  the  on-going  food  and 
clothing  contributions  program  for  the 
needy  and  the  battered  women  in  the 
New  Orleans  area,  the  Carrollton  United 
Methodist  Church  U.M.W.  sponsored  the 
collection  of  Winn-Dixie  stamps  to  re¬ 
deem  for  place  settings  of  stoneware.  A 
total  of  149  sets  were  sent  to  the  Cres¬ 
cent  House,  the  home  for  battered  wom¬ 
en.  The  home  is  sponsored  by  the 
Catholic  Charities  in  New  Orleans.  Rev. 
Leland  D.  Wade  is  the  pastor. 

«  •  * 

The  XYZ  (Xtra  Years  of  Zest)  Club  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  recently  sponsored  a  bazaar 
featuring  handiworks  made  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  club.  Included  were  a  wide 
variety  of  creamics,  paintings,  aprons, 
flowers,  homebaked  sweets,  and  knitted 
and  crocheted  items.  Proceeds  from  the 
program  will  be  used  to  support  the  XYZ 
program,  which  is  for  older  people  of  all 
denominations. 

*  •  • 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Peck 
United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans, 
held  their  annual  Candelight  Service  on 
Dec.  21.  Willie  Mae  Ware  is  the  president 
and  Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  * 

More  than  100  church  members  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell 
volunteered  their  time  on  Thanksgiving 
Day  to  serve  Thanksgiving  dinner  to 


It  was  resolved  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  Area  Ministerial  Asso¬ 
ciation  to  go  on  record  that  they  are  join- 
ing  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation  in  opposing  the  further  ex¬ 
tension  of  gambling. 

*  *  • 

The  Oil  City  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Oil  City  sponsored  an  Advent  Revival 
with  Rev.  Wishy  Noland,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Vivian,  as  the  guest  speaker.  The 
church  also  welcomed  the  Heaven  Bound 
Singers  from  the  Vivian  Baptist  Church. 
Rev.  George  B.  Cunningham  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  •  • 

Eunice  Harrington,  of  New  York, 
Neb.,  and  Dr.  Clare  J.  Hayes,  retired 
pastor  of  the  Kansas  East  Conference, 
have  been  named  Honorary  Trustees  of 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City.  This  action  was  taken  at  a  recent 
Saint  Paul  Board  of  Trustees  meeting 
and  announced  by  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy 
Jr.,  Chairperson.  Honorary  Trustee  is  a 
new  designation  for  Saint  Paul  which 
recognizes  those  who  have  contributed 
distinguished  and  meritorious  service  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  Harrington  and 
Hayes  are  the  first  persons  to  be  named 
Honorary  Trustees.  They  were  also 
members  of  the  original  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees  for  Saint  Paul  when  it  was  chartered 
in  1958. 


UMM  Foundation  Sponsors 
National  Bowl-A-Thon 


Dale  Waymire,  President  of  United 
Methodist  Men  Foundation,  has  an¬ 
nounced  plans  for  a  national  Bowl-A- 
Thon  to  be  participated  in  by  10,000 
United  Methodist  Men’s  Fellowships 
across  the  United  States.  Plans  for  the 
project  have  been  firmed  up  and  mailed 
to  all  United  Methodist  Men’s  Fellowship 
presidents.  The  event  is  scheduled  to 
take  place  in  villages,  towns  and  cities 


all  across  the  nation  during  the  period  of 
February  7-15.  Local  United  Methodist 
Men’s  Fellowships  will  be  asked  to  orga¬ 
nize  teams  of  six  bowlers.  Sponsors  will 
be  recruited  by  each  team  member  to 
underwrite  his  or  her  favorite  bowler  at 
a  few  cents  per  pin. 

Funds  received  for  this  event  will  be 
used  to  support  the  Outreach  Ministries 
of  United  Methodist  Men  such  as  Scout¬ 
ing,  Moving  Member  Relocation,  Upper 
Room  Prayer  Ministry  and  Spiritual 
Growth  programs. 

Twenty-five  percent  of  all  funds  raised 
will  be  retained  by  the  local  fellowships 
to  support  local  programs.  As  an  added 
incentive  the  National  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Scouters  has  provided 
two  12-passenger  vans  to  be  awarded  to 
the  two  teams  who  raise  the  most  money 
for  the  foundation. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Ronge,  LA  70802 

Harvey  G.  Williamson  Walter  L.  Underwood 

Sherree  R.  Moore 

Council  Director-Editor  Bishop 

Editorial  Assistant 

Dr.  Benjamin  L.  Hooks 


Council-Austin 


Dr.  Haviland  C.  Houston 


Dr.  Susan  Tbistlethwaite 


National  Conference  Focuses  on  Justice  Ministries 


More  than  300  United  Methodists  from 
across  the  nation  will  converge  on  St. 
Louis  Jan.  20-Feb.  1  for  “Building  the 
Connections,”  a  national  training  event 
for  justice  ministries, 
tries. 

Sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  —  the  social  action 
agency  of  the  9.2  million-member  United 
Methodist  Church  —  the  conference 
kicks  off  with  an  opening  address  by  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People  and  Baptist  minister,  Dr.  Benja¬ 
min  Hooks,  and  features  an  innovative 
field  trip  into  downtown  St.  Louis. 

Organizers  of  “St.  Louis  Inside-Out” 
plan  to  use  their  host  city  as  the  “labora¬ 
tory”  for  their  sociological  “experi¬ 
ment.” 

Described  as  a  “unique  investigative 
experience  in  St.  Louis,”  the  program 
plans  to  “bring  conference  participants 
into  an  urban  setting  for  a  first-hand  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  dynamics  of  political, 


economic  and  cultural  realities  that  may 
lead  to  injustice,”  says  the  Rev.  Mary 
Council-Austin,  conference  coordinator. 


In  preparation  for  the  field  trip,  con¬ 
ference  participants  will  be  assigned  to 
ten  groups  of  about  30  people.  Each 
group  will  make  two  on-site  investiga- 
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MY  JOB 
TRAINING 
EVENTS 
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Newly  elected  church  officials  are  encouraged  to  attend  the  training  event  in 


their  district. 


Clergy  Enthusiastic 
About  ‘Ecumenical  First’ 


The  Lake  Charles  District  camp  at 
LeBlanc  was  the  scene  of  a  "first”  in  ec¬ 
umenical  activities. 

On  Nov.  18-19,  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  held  a  Continuing  Education  Re¬ 
treat  for  the  United  Methodist  Clergy,  at 
which  the  presenters  were  Bishop  Jude 
Speyrer  of  the  Lake  Charles  Diocese  and 
Rabbi  Sherman  Stein,  of  Temple  Sinai  in 
Lake  Charles. 

Bishop  Speyrer  spoke  about  the  differ¬ 
ing  concepts  of  God  in  the  various  Chris¬ 
tian  and  non-Christian  religions,  and  led 
the  discussion  by  the  group  on  this  topic. 

Rabbi  Stein  presented  a  video  docu¬ 
mentary  on  the  Holocaust,  from  the  Ho¬ 
locaust  Colection  at  McNeese  State 
University,  and  led  the  group  in  discus¬ 
sion  centering  around  the  historical 
event  of  the  Holocaust  itself,  and  on  its 
meaning  for  peoples  of  all  religions  and 
of  no  religion  in  today’s  world. 


Following  these  presentations  and  dis¬ 
cussions,  Monsignor  A.J.  Vincent,  a 
member  of  the  Ecumenical  Commission 
of  the  Diocese,  presented  a  series  of  case 
studies  on  ecumenical  problems  in  ev¬ 
eryday  church  and  community  life,  for 
discussion  by  those  present. 

The  inspiration  for  this  new  kind  of 
continuing  clergy  education  came  from 
Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  for 
the  Lake  Charles  District. 

Both  Bishop  Speyrer  and  Rabbi  Stein 
complimented  Dr.  Smith  for  his  creative 
vision  in  arranging  for  this  event. 

The  response  from  the  Methodist  cler¬ 
gy  in  attendance  was  unanimously  enthu¬ 
siastic,  and  both  they  and  the  guest 
speakers  expressed  the  hope  that  this 
kind  of  exchange  will  be  a  spur  to  fur¬ 
ther  activities  along  similar  lines  among 
the  various  churches. 


tive  visits  “to  view  the  reality  of  the  city 
from  different  perspectives,”  says  Ms. 
Council-Austin. 

For  example,  she  says,  “One  group 
might  look  at  housing  and  gentrification 
by  speaking  first  with  the  urban  planners 
and  then  with  a  local  tenant  organizer. 
Another  group  might  look  at  a  local  busi¬ 
ness  and  its  national  ramifications  by 
talking  with  McDonnell-Douglas  offi¬ 
cials,  then  with  a  Machinist  union  orga¬ 
nizer  or  a  local  peace  activist. 

“In  looking  at  a  single  issue  and  hear¬ 
ing  different  views,  participants  will  first 
form  a  very  partial  view  of  St.  Louis,” 
she  explains. 

“All  groups  will  make  their  last  stop 
at  a  local  church  where  they  will  share  a 
meal  and  talk  to  members  about  key  is¬ 
sues  and  the  role  of  the  church  in  the 
community,”  Ms.  Council-Austin  said. 

At  that  time  each  group  will  contrib¬ 
ute  to  a  mural  that  illustrates  group 
members’  impressions  and  emerging 
views  of  the  city.  In  a  final  plenary  ses¬ 


sion,  the  groups’  separate  experiences 
will  be  incorporated  into  a  “big  picture.” 

“We  want  participants  to  experience 
God's  presence  through  our  connected¬ 
ness  —  the  connectedness  with  each  oth¬ 
er  and  with  the  world, ”  says  Dr. 
Haviland  C.  Houston,  general  secretary 
of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  and  one  of  the  conference’s  featured 
speakers. 

Other  scheduled  programs  include 
workshops,  Bible  study  classes  and  ple¬ 
nary  discussions.  Issue  workshop  ses¬ 
sions  will  focus  on  such  topics  as:  the 
arms  race  and  economic  dependency; 
AIDS  and  the  church’s  response;  and  wel¬ 
fare  reform /housing.  Skills  workshops 
will  offer  models  of  such  practical  skills 
as:  Developing  resolutions  that  pass;  con¬ 
flict  and  creative  negotiations;  and 
working  with  the  local  media. 

Dr.  Susan  Thistlewaite,  professor  of 
theology  and  culture  at  Chicago  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary,  will  lead  Bible  study  ses¬ 
sions  in  “class  meetings.” 


Louisiana  ‘Creation  Science’ 
Issue  Makes  the  News  Again 


The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  is  expected  to 
rule  by  July  on  a  Louisiana  law  dealing 
with  the  teaching  of  “creation  science,” 
an  issue  in  which  United  Methodist  have 
figured  prominently. 

The  high  court  heard  arguments  Dec. 
10  on  whether  the  1981  law  requiring 
“balanced  treatment”  in  the  teaching  of 
creationism  and  evolution  is  a  violation 
of  constitutional  separation  of  church 
and  state.  Lower  federal  courts  already 
have  said  it  is. 

The  Rev.  Lonnie  M.  Sibley,  Baton 
Rouge;  the  Rev.  James  Stovall,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Louisiana  Inter- 
church  Conference,  and  the  late  Bishop 
J.  Kenneth  Shamblin  were  the  three 
Methodists  among  the  plaintiffs  who 
challenged  the  law  in  1981. 

In  an  8-7  decision  in  1985,  the  Fifth 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  New  Orleans 
said  the  law  violates  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment’s  ban  on  an  establishment  of  reli¬ 
gion.  Earlier,  a  U.S.  district  court  also 
struck  down  the  law  as  unconstitutional, 
saying  that  creation  science  inevitably 
means  teaching  the  existence  of  a  divine 
creation,  which  is  in  effect  teaching  a 
religious  belief. 

Arguing  the  case  before  the  Supreme 
Court,  Wendell  R.  Bird  of  Atlanta,  a  spe¬ 
cial  assistant  attorney  general  for  Loui¬ 
siana,  said  that  creation  science  does  not 
require  the  teaching  of  a  personal  God. 
He  also  claimed  such  teaching  does  not 
require  belief  in  the  account  of  creation 
in  the  book  of  Genesis,  but  finally  ac¬ 
knowledged  creationism  and  evolution 
are  mutually  exclusive  categories. 

Jay  Topkis,  an  attorney  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Civil  Liberties  Union,  which  opposes 
the  Louisiana  law,  said  the  meaning  of 
“creation"  is  clearly  religious.  The  law, 
he  argued,  “is  nothing  but  religion,  noth¬ 
ing  but  bringing  God  in  (the  classroom) 
against  evolution.” 

In  1982,  Bishop  Shamblin,  then  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  Louisiana  United 


Coordinator  Added  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  Staff 


Methodists,  said  he  objected  to  the  law  be¬ 
cause  hb-  did  not  believe  creationism  to 
be  a  science.  “It  is  a  religion  and  matter 
of  faith,  and  really  is  not  substantiated 
very  well  in  any  type  of  scientific  infor¬ 
mation.” 

The  Rev.  Lonnie  Sibley,  now  an  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  said  at  that  time 
“we  need  to  teach  religion  in  churches 
and  not  in  schools.  How  in  the  world 
could  the  schools  teach  one  way  appro¬ 
priate  to  the  theology  of  Baptists,  Meth¬ 
odists,  sect  groups  and  others?” 

Reached  Dec.  15  by  United  Methodist 
News  Service,  Mr.  Sibley  said,  “My  hope 
is  that  it  will  simply  be  ruled  unconstitu¬ 
tional.  Somebody  just  tried  to  ring  in 
their  own  beliefs.” 

On  the  eve  of  the  arguments  here,  the 
Rev.  James  Stovall  was  quoted  as  saying 
that  if  the  justices  rule  the  law  valid 
“they  will  be  victims  of  a  hoax.  It  doesn’t 
have  any  (scientific)  substance  to  it.” 

Sidney  Nelson,  a  Louisiana  state  sena¬ 
tor  from  Shreveport  and  a  United 
Methodist  Sunday  school  teacher  who  op¬ 
poses  the  law,  was  quoted  as  saying  it 
sets  up  a  “false  conflict”  between  sci¬ 
ence  and  religion.  Supporters  of  the  law 
are  trying  “to  have  something  taught  by 
force  of  law  that  can’t  win  on  its  own 
merits,"  he  continued. 

In  Arkansas,  a  law  similar  to  the  Loui¬ 
siana  statute  was  held  unconstitutional 
in  1982  by  a  federal  judge  who  said  the 
purpose  of  the  legislation  was  to  advance 
religion  in  violation  of  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment. 

Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  of  Topeka, 
Kan.,  then  resident  in  Little  Rock,  called 
the  finding  of  unconstitutionality  “appro¬ 
priate”  and  said  it  will  “help  stifle  at¬ 
tempts  to  impose  an  authoritarian 
religious  system  on  school  curriculum.” 

“The  educational  process  is  free  to 
move  ahead  in  the  search  for  knowledge 
and  the  religious  process  is  free  to  exer¬ 
cise  the  tenets  of  the  faith,”  he  said. 


Larry  Lewis 


Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  announces  the  addition  of 
Larry  Lewis  to  the  Conference  staff  in 
the  position  of  Coordinator  of  Children 
and  Youth  Ministries  effective  January 
1. 


Lewis  holds  a  B.A.  degree  in  Religion 
and  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Education.  He  has  served  as  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Education  at  the 
Community  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Circleville,  Ohio;  Director  of  Christian 
Education  for  the  Charleston  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Charleston,  Mo.,  and 
since  1982,  has  been  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  at  the  Gretna  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Gretna. 

In  this  position  as  Coordinator  of  Chil¬ 
dren  and  Youth  Ministries,  Lewis  will 
have  responsibility  for  coordinating  the 
events  of  these  two  groups  throughout 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  Probably  one 
of  the  most  significant  activities  that 
Lewis  will  be  involved  in  is  that  of  train¬ 
ing  and  resourcing  adult  leaders  and 
teams  at  the  various  Conference  levels. 
He  will  serve  as  the  advisory  person  of 
the  Conference  Youth  Team  and  will 
give  overall  direction  to  the  activities  of 
the  Youth  work  throughout  the  Confer¬ 


ence.  Lewis  will  also  serve  as  a  resource 
person  in  the  planning  and  promotion  of 
the  district  camps  and  the  camping  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Conference.  Lewis  will  be 
working  closely  with  the  Conference 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  will  serve  as 
liaison  person  to  the  Leadership  Devel¬ 
opment  Committee  of  that  Board. 

Lewis  will  be  participating  in  the  “My 
Job  Training  Events"  that  will  be  held  in 
the  nine  districts  throughout  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  will  be  training  children’s  coor¬ 
dinators  in  their  area  of  responsibility  in 
the  local  church.  From  time  to  time, 
Lewis  will  be  conducting  workshops  on 
the  district  level  for  children  and  youth 
coordinators  enabling  them  to  be  better 
prepared  and  equipped  for  the  task  that 
they  have  in  the  districts  as  well  as  in  the 
local  churches. 

Lewis  will  reside  in  Baton  Rouge  and 
his  office  will  be  located  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  headquarters  building  at  527  North 
Boulevard. 
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Are  you  a  ‘functional  atheist’? 


Say  what  you  will  about  Madalyn  Mur¬ 
ray  O’Hair.  The  country’s  best-known 
atheist  is  at  least  "up  front.”  She  leaves 
no  doubt  about  her  contempt  for  religion 
in  general  and  Christianity  in  particular. 

A  recent  case  in  point:  Ms.  O’Hair  told 
a  Denver  press  conference  that  the  rea¬ 
son  for  opening  an  atheist  bookstore 
there  “is  to  get  America  out  of  the 
clutches  of  Judeo-Christian  thought.” 

“Christianity  is  madness,"  she  said. 

Everyone  of  you  here  today  has  had 
personal  inadequacy  pumped  into  you 
over  and  over  by  religion.  . . .  Judeo- 
Christian  thought  is  the  most  regressive 
thought  process  ever  developed  and  has 
caused  more  misery  than  any  other  idea 
in  history.” 

It’s  hard  to  imagine  any  rational  per¬ 
son  being  swayed  by  such  nonsense.  But 
even  if  someone  were  so  tempted,  Ms. 
O’Hair’s  hostility  to  the  faith  is  at  least 
out  in  the  open  where  her  claims  can  be 
tested  against  reality. 

Such  overt  atheism  is  much  easier  for 
Christians  to  contend  with  than  less  bla¬ 
tant  expressions  of  the  same  outlook. 

Vast  numbers  of  people  would  not 
think  of  spouting  off  as  Ms.  O’Hair  does. 
Yet  in  subtle  ways  they  deny  the  reality 
of  God  and  regularly  express  disdain  for 
religious  faith  as  surely  as  she  does. 

The  most  common  such  expression  is 
found  in  the  lives  of  countless  people 
who  quietly  live  as  if  there  is  no  God. 

Such  “functional  atheism”  is  neither 
“up  front”  nor  openly  hostile  to  religious 
faith.  It  simply  assumes  that  human  life 
is  “all  there  is”  and  that  we  humans  are 
dependent  solely  on  our  own  resources 
for  living. 

In  our  increasingly  secular  world,  that 
probably  describes  more  people,  includ¬ 
ing  many  who  call  themselves  Chris¬ 
tians,  than  we  care  to  think. 

“Functional  atheists”  pray  formally  at 
church  but  expect  no  answer.  They  may 
•go  through  the  motions  of  taking  the 
vows  of  church  membership  and  receiv¬ 


ing  the  sacraments.  But  they  have  no  ex¬ 
pectation  that  being  part  of  the  body  of 
Christ  does,  or  even  should,  make  a  no¬ 
ticeable  difference  in  how  one  lives. 

The  result  is  tragic  on  two  counts:  On 
an  individual  level,  people  who  live  “with¬ 
out  God  in  the  world”  (Ephesians  2:12) 
lack  a  realistic  sense  of  our  potential  and 
limitations  as  human  beings  and  any  sus¬ 
taining  sense  of  life’s  larger  meaning. 

At  a  corporate  level,  "functional  athe¬ 
ism”  blunts  an  awareness  of  our  need  for 
and  responsibility  to  each  other  as  chil¬ 
dren  of  a  loving  God.  Regrettably,  athe¬ 
ism  of  this  type  can  even  be  practiced 
unknowingly  by  whole  congregations. 

In  contrast,  people  who  acknowledge 
the  reality  of  God  and  who  choose  to  fol¬ 
low  Christ  experience  a  sense  of  fulfill¬ 
ment  and  completeness  not  available  to 
people  who  don’t. 

Ludicrous  and  evil  as  they  are,  the 
rantings  of  militant  atheists  like  Ms. 
O’Hair  can  be  used  to  serve  a  redemp¬ 
tive  purpose:  Reminding  us  as  Christians 
that  lack  of  belief  in  God  and  in  Christ 
are  neither  as  uncommon  nor  as- inconse¬ 
quential  as  we  might  suppose. 

As  Christians,  we  should  respond  more 
vigorously  to  that  sobering  reality  than 
we  sometimes  do.  Multitudes  of  people 
need  our  help  to  develop  an  awareness  of 
God  as  a  living  reality  who  gives  mean¬ 
ing,  purpose  and  direction  to  life. 

If  we  examine  our  own  attitudes  and  be¬ 
haviors,  we  might  even  find  areas  in  our 
own  lives  in  which  we  live  as  functional 
atheists.  We  should  enter  the  new  year 
with  a  resolve  to  deal  with  such  spiritual 
voids  by  living  in  closer  relationship  to 
God  and  by  helping  others  do  likewise. 

Christians  through  the  ages  have  found 
regular  Bible  study,  prayer  and  congre¬ 
gational  worship,  combined  with  disci¬ 
plined  solitude  and  service,  the  most 
effective  ways  to  pursue  that  goal.  This 
is  one  area  in  which  the  wisdom  of  our 
foreparents  cannot  be  improved  by  mod¬ 
ern  technology. 


My  Witness 

Nicaragua  church  experience  renews  faith 
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‘The  Israelites  suffered  much  as  the  Nicaraguan 
people  are  suffering  today.  The  Israelites  left  Egypt 
in  search  of  the  promised  land,  and  the  Nicaraguans 
kicked  out  former  President  Anastasio  Somoza  in 
the  search  of  a  more  just  society.’ 


By  DAVID  HUDSON 

Growing  up  in  Southern  California 
as  a  United  Methodist  pastor’s  child,  I 
was  exposed  to  all  sorts  of  contradic¬ 
tions  to  the  religious  beliefs  of  me  and 
my  family. 

There  came  a  point  in  my  life  after 
leaving  home  that 
I  was  disenchant¬ 
ed  with  the 
church.  I  ques¬ 
tioned  the  rele¬ 
vance  of 

churchgoing,  the 
work  of  the 
church  and  of  be-  ^  J 

ing  a  Christian.  David  Hudson 

But,  as  a  result  of  spending  a  year 
in  Nicaragua,  I  now  have  a  renewed 
understanding  of  what  Christian  life 
can  be. 

While  there,  I  participated  with  two 
Baptist  churches  in  Managua.  I 
taught  a  children’s  choir,  taught  and 
played  guitar,  sang  in  an  adult  choir 
and  shared  many  church  activities 
with  Nicaraguans. 

During  my  year  in  Managua,  I  wit¬ 
nessed  the  vitality  of  religious  faith  in 
Nicaragua  today.  I  witnessed  the 
work  of  local  churches,  the  work  of 
national  church  organization  and  the 
work  of  international  church  organi¬ 
zations. 

Situation  must  be  understood 

To  understand  the  work  of  Nicara¬ 
guan  churches,  one  needs  to  have  an 
understanding  of  the  situation  in 
which  the  people  of  Nicaragua  are 
living. 

The  Nicaraguans  themselves  look 
for  symbolic  representation  of  their 
struggle,  and  they  often  find  that 
symbolism  in  the  Bible. 

The  most  common  analogy  is  that 
of  David  and  Goliath,  with  Nicara¬ 
guans  seeing  themselves  as  the  shep¬ 


herd  boy  struggling  against  the  giant 
of  the  north,  the  United  States. 

With  the  wartime  situation  Nicara¬ 
gua  is  facing,  many  Nicaraguans  are 
growing  tired  of  the  continuing  pover¬ 
ty,  the  difficulties  in  getting  food  and 
supplies,  the  inflation  and  the  continu¬ 
ing  death  and  destruction. 

A  local  pastor  told  me  another  bib¬ 
lical  reference  for  Nicaraguans.  It’s 
is  the  story  of  the  Israelites  flight 
from  captivity  in  Egypt  found  in  Exo¬ 
dus. 

Plight  compared  to  Israelites 

The  Israelites  suffered  much  as  the 
Nicaraguan  people  are  suffering  to¬ 
day.  The  Israelites  left  Egypt  in 
search  of  the  promised  land,  and  the 
Nicaraguans  kicked  out  former  Presi; 
dent  Anastasio  Somoza  in  the  search 
of  a  more  just  society. 

For  both  peoples  that  meant  taking 
on  suffering.  The  Israelites  com¬ 
plained  of  their  suffering  to  Moses  in 
Exodus  14:10-12: 

“When  the  Israelites  saw  the  king 
and  his  army  marching  against  them, 
they  were  terrified  and  cried  out.  to 
the  Lord  for  help.  They  said  to  Moses, 
‘Weren’t  there  any  graves  in  Egypt? 
Did  you  have  to  bring  us  out  here  in 
the  desert  to  die?  Look  what  you  have 
done  by  bringing  us  out  of  Egypt! 
Didn’t  we  tell  you  to  leave  us  alone 
and  let  us  go  on  being  slaves  of  the 
Egyptians.  It  would  be  better  to  be 
slaves  there  than  to  die  here  in  the  de¬ 
sert.’  ” 

Today  the  Nicaraguan  people  find 
themselves  in  the  desert.  They  are  out 
of  Egypt  but  nowhere  near  the  prom¬ 
ised  land  yet. 

How  does  one  survive  a  time  of  suf¬ 
fering?  As  a  North  American  visiting 
Nicaragua,  one  cannot  help  but  be 
struck  by  the  highly  irresponsible  na¬ 
ture  of  U.S.  foreign  policy. 


In  Nicaragua  today  one  finds  a  va¬ 
riety  of  activities  that  make  up  the 
work  of  local  churches.  At  this  level 
pastors  and  church  leaders  are  at¬ 
tending  to  the  spiritual  and  physical 
needs  of  their  congregations. 

Some  congregations  believe  politics 
to  be  the  work  of  humans  and  there¬ 
fore  corrupt.  Those  people  want  to 
hear  only  God’s  word  in  the  church. 

Churches  serve  their  needs 

For  them  their  churches  serve  their 
needs.  They  are  free  to  worship  in 
their  own  way.  I  saw  no  religious  re¬ 
pression  in  Nicaragua. 

You  will  also  find  among  church 
people  in  Nicaragua  those  looking  for 
spiritual  guidance  in  the  struggle  of 
their  everyday  life.  Those  people  look 
for  strength  and  support  for  their  rev¬ 
olutionary  convictions  within  their 
Christian  faith. 

For  these  people  there  are  also 
church  environments  where  they  find 
reassurance  and  guidance. 

Among  the  Baptist  churches  I  was 
involved  in,  strong  missionary  work  is 
going  on  in  remote  areas  of  Nicara¬ 
gua.  The  church  people  bear  witness 
and  spread  the  message  of  Jesus 
Christ,  finding  strong  support  from 
their  mother  churches  in  Managua. 

On  the  national  level  I  witnessed 
the  work  of  the  Baptist  convention.  It 
organizes  the  different  sectors  of  the 
church  so  that  the  local  church  finds 


strength  and  unity  with  its  ties  to  the 
rest  of  the  Baptists  in  Nicaragua. 
That’s  much  like  our  districts  and  an¬ 
nual  conferences. 

I  witnessed  the  work  of  CEPAD 
(Comite  Evangelico  Pro-Ayuda  por  el 
Desarrollo),  an  interdenominational 
organization. 

Through  its  resources  from  nation¬ 
al  and  international  church  groups, 
CEPAD  bears  Christian  witness  by 
providing  housing,  water,  electrical, 
agricultural  and  health  projects. 
Those  bring  constructive  community 
development  to  underdeveloped  and 
impoverished  sectors  of  Nicaraguan 
society. 

It  is  an  inspiring  testament  of  the 
beauty  of  Christian  work  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  see  the  wide  ranging  and  sig¬ 
nificant  contribution  Nicaraguan 
church  people  are  making  toward  the 
new  Nicaragua  they  are  so  deter¬ 
mined  to  build. 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  David  Hudson  is  a  member 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Seal  Beach,  Calif.  (California-Pacific 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“My  Witness,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Obsessions  of  few  hasten  member  decline 


Here  I  Stand 

Love  ethic  includes  animals 


To  the  Editor 

The  members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Men’s  Club,  Covington,  La.,  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  certain  trends  that  we 
sense  dominate  the  attention  of  some  of 
our  church’s  leaders. 

We  are  stating  our  viewpoint  in  the  hope 
it  will  arouse  sufficient  supportive  action 
from  other  quarters  of  the  church  to  re¬ 
move  membership  complacency  about 
these  trends  and  to  re-focus  priorities. 

The  public  press  from  time  to  time  car¬ 
ries  articles  or  editorials  about  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  membership  decline.  Reversal  of 
this  trend  should  be,  and  undoubtedly  is,  of 
great  concern  to  our  church  leaders. 

That  trend  will  not  be  reversed  by  edi¬ 
torials,  sermons,  decrees,  evangelism 
goals  or  membership  drives.  Member¬ 
ship  growth  will  come  again  only  when 
priorities  of  United  Methodist  leaders  re¬ 
flect  and  communicate  a  determination 
to  battle  the  social  and  economic  ills  that 
undermine  human  dignity  and  mock  fun¬ 
damental  teachings  of  our  Lord. 

The  Rev.  Alan  Walker,  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  director  of  evange¬ 
lism,  sounded  the  alarm  clearly  last 
May.  He  urged  church  leaders  to  put 
their  energies  into  fighting  poverty  and 
war,  calling  for  chastity  before  marriage 
and  fidelity  in  marriage,  rejecting  homo¬ 
sexuality  as  an  acceptable  lifestyle  and 
combating  racism,  drugs,  pornography 
and  preoccupation  with  sexism. 

Dr.  Walker  said  that  if  the  church  is  to 
grow,  our  leaders  must  “turn  from  ob¬ 
session  with  such  issues  as  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  sexist  language”  (in  our  hymnals) 
and  recognize  that  elevation  of  these  into 
major  church  issues  hurts  the  credibility 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

We  believe  these  obsessions,  intended 
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to  placate  a  vocal  minority,  are  contrib¬ 
uting  to  membership  decline  among  the 
conservative  majority  in  congregations 
throughout  the  country. 

These  obsessions  should  be  replaced  by 
revitalized  Christian  policies  and  pro¬ 
grams  to  help  the  poor  and  indigent  elder¬ 
ly,  to  overcome  racism,  pornography,  drug 
addiction  and  amoral  sexual  behavior,  and 
to  preserve  the  sanctity  of  the  family. 

Such  policies  and  programs  should  be 
generated  and  supported  at  the  top  of  our 
church  and  be  communicated  forcefully  to 
the  grass-roots  level  where  they  can  be 
implemented  by  local  church  bodies. 

Simplistic  as  it  may  seem,  the  dedicat¬ 
ed  involvement  of  United  Methodists  at 
all  levels  of  the  church  in  implementing 
Christian  programs  for  social  and  moral 
good  could  become  a  surprising  catalyst 
to  the  membership  growth  we  all  seek. 

N.  H.  Brugmann 
Covington,  Louisiana 

Why  ‘third’  world? 

To  the  Editor: 

For  some  time  now  I  have  been  won¬ 
dering  why  we  (the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  Atlantic  community  and  the 
West)  refer  to  other  parts  of  the  world, 
such  as  Africa,  as  the  “Third  World.”  It 
seems  to  me  that  Africa  should  be  called 
the  “First  World.” 

Humans  in  all  probability  began  their 
upward  journey  to  the  Cro-Magnon  stage  of 
humanity  in  East  Africa.  There  were  great 
kingdoms  in  Africa  before  the  Americas 
were  discovered  by  the  Europeans  and 
even  before  London  was  more  than  a  small 
village  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames. 

If  I  lived  in  Africa,  I  would  resent  be¬ 
ing  called  the  Third  World  or  the  poor 
nations  or  even  the  developing  nations. 

Although  the  political,  economic  and 
militarily  strong  have  defined  the  world 
from  their  point  of  view,  I  think  Chris¬ 
tians,  as  such,  could  do  better. 

Woodrow  Seals 
Houston,  Texas 

Travel  cost  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

So,  according  to  the  Dec.  12  Reporter, 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
has  been  flying  Howard  Heiner  around 
the  United  States  during  the  past  six 
months  to  talk  to  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  about  his  perception  of  the 
Nicaraguan  situation. 

How  much  has  that  cost?  How  many 
United  Methodists  in  the  pews  does  it  take 


to  meet  Mr.  Heiner’s  food,  transportation 
and  shelter  needs  during  these  trips? 

How  many  souls  have  been  saved  as 
result  of  these  trips? 

David  B.  Weber 
Dallas,  Texas 

Get  facts  straight 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  past,  I,  too,  believed,  as  Floyd  V. 
Steutel-Dean  of  Gallup,  N.M.,  stated  in 
his  Dec.  5  letter,  that  Roman  Catholics 
“pray”  to  their  saints. 

This  is  a  misconception  many  people 
have.  As  an  adult  Sunday-school  teacher 
in  a  United  Methodist  church,  I’m  inter¬ 
ested  in  getting  the  facts  straight  about 
my  Christian  brothers  and  sisters  and 
how  they  worship. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  Roman 
Catholics  do  not  pray  to  their  saints,  but 
they  do  ask  them  to  intercede  for  them, 
just  as  we  ask  our  friends  to  pray  for  us. 

When  both  Billy  Graham  and  Jimmy 
Swaggart  say  that  Methodists,  Presby¬ 
terians,  Lutherans,  Catholics,  Baptists, 
etc.,  will  be  in  heaven,  that’s  good 
enough  for  me. 

To  accompany  a  friend  of  mine,  I  began 
attending  a  Roman  Catholic  Church  for  a 
weekday  Mass.  The  love  and  friendship 
I’ve  experienced  in  that  church  has  been 
wonderful.  The  priest  is  a  very  special  and 
devoted  man  of  God.  In  both  churches,  I 
feel  I’m  in  God’s  house,  for  I  am. 

Though  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
my  home  church,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  and  the  Rev.  Edmondo  Stabene 
are  a  precious  part  of  my  Christian  life 
and  fellowship. 


Let’s  all  concentrate  on  loving  and 
serving  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  author 
and  finisher  of  our  faith.  ^  . 

Kim  Davies 
Scio,  Ohio 

Rights  debate  clarified 

To  the  Editor: 

This  refers  to  F.  D.  Donaldson’s  la¬ 
ment  in  the  Dec.  12  letters  column  that 
critics  of  U.S.  foreign  policy  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  turn  a  blind  eye  to  human-rights  vio¬ 
lations  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Those  of  us  who  read  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  in  a  variety  of  journals,  including  the 
Reporter,  see  this  argument  arise  with 
painful  regularity. 

It  is  a  false  argument.  Most  people 
who  criticize  violations  of  human  rights 
in  one  part  of  the  world  are  likely  to  ex¬ 
tend  that  criticism  to  other  parts  of  the 
world,  including  the  Soviet  Union. 

It  is  an  escapist  argument.  It  would  di¬ 
rect  our  protests  in  a  direction  where  we 
have  little  influence. 

We  can  and  should  protest  our  own  gov¬ 
ernment’s  aiding  and  abetting  the  violation 
of  human  rights  wherever  in  the  world  that 
is  occurring.  We  should  do  all  we  can  to  in¬ 
fluence  foreign  policy  decisions. 

It  is  our  government,  after  all. 

The  government  of  the  Soviet  Union  is 
not  our  government  and  does  not  have  a 
primary  responsibility  to  be  responsive 
to  our  protests,  however  noble  and  just. 

We  should  not  allow  protesting  to  the 
Soviet  Union  to  be  a  scapegoat  for  what 
we  need  to  be  doing  about  our  own  gov- 
eminent.  Gary  G  Fritz 

Champaign,  Illinois 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Teen  job  crisis  ojfers  outreach  opportunity 


I’m  looking  at  two  pieces  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  my  desk  about  teen-agers  and 
jobs.  They  make  my  heart  ache  for  a 
sign  of  major  commitment  from  Chris¬ 
tians  around  the  country. 

For  millions  of  teen-agers,  the  new 
year  looks  to  be  just  as  jobless  as  the 
last— especially  for  minority  teens. 

Yet,  here  is  a  copy  of  “Nation’s  Busi¬ 
ness”  declaring  a  crisis  for  some  indus¬ 
tries  because  there  are  not  enough 
teen-agers  to  fill  entry-level  jobs. 

And  here’s  a  letter  from  an  employ¬ 
ment  specialist  of  a  national  chain  of 
convenience  stores.  He  has  the  same  la¬ 
ment.  not  enough  teens  for  lower  level 
jobs.  Somewhat  surprisingly,  he  thinks 
churches  may  hold  the  only  solution  to 
the  problem. 

What’s  going  on  here?  Soaring  teen  un¬ 
employment  and  unfilled,  low-skill  jobs 
coexist.  Are  the  teens  too  lazy?  Do  they 
want  too  much  money?  Do  employers 
pay  too  little? 

According  to  the  two  sources  on  my 
desk,  none  of  the  above  is  the  major 
problem. 


The  magazine  notes  that  the  actual 
number  of  teens  in  the  16-19  age  group 
has  been  declining  since  1978,  from  9.65 
million  to  7.9  million 
a  year  ago. 

Although  the  num¬ 
ber  of  minority 
youths  continues  to 
increase,  the  total 
number  of  teens  is 
projected  to  drop  for 
years. 

That  should  pro-  Roy  Beck 
ject  better  times  for  teens  who  find 
themselves  in  an  improving  supply-and- 
demand  situation.  But  illiteracy  and  ver¬ 
bal  inadequacy  block  an  increasing 
number  from  getting  the  jobs  they  seek, 
the  business  magazine  states. 

Membership-growth  specialists  say 
churches  grow  by  identifying  a  human 
need  and  meeting  it.  This  job  problem 
sounds  like  such  a  need. 

However,  the  need  is  not  simply  educa¬ 
tional  skills,  which  congregations  often 
have  provided  through  tutoring  programs. 

The  letter  from  the  chain  executive 


says  the  problem  goes  deeper  into  char¬ 
acter  questions:  “Our  business  requires 
that  we  hire  people  who  have  at  least  two 
basic  qualifications:  One,  that  they  are 
honest;  two,  that  they  are  dependable. 

“We  are  finding  it  difficult  to  hire  peo¬ 
ple  who  possess  these  qualifications. 

"It  is  my  opinion  that  all  churches  re¬ 
gardless  of  denomination  should  be  more 
responsive  to  the  employment  needs  of 
their  parishioners.” 

This  teen  unemployment/unfilled  job 
situation  appears  to  be  one  more  reason 
for  a  sense  of  urgency  in  reaching  out  and 
bringing  the  nation’s  "unchurched” 
youth— especially  ethnic-minority 
teens— into  the  worshiping  fellowship  of 
our  congregations.  It’s  unfortunate,  how¬ 
ever,  that  churches  often  aren’t  reaching 
out  to  those  teens  who  most  need  help. 

Part  of  the  abundant  life  Christ  has 
promised  His  followers  surely  is  a  spiri¬ 
tuality  that  produces  the  fruit  of  honesty 
and  trustworthiness.  All  the  better  that 
those  happen  to  be  qualities  highly  val¬ 
ued  by  the  people  who  have  jobs  to  give. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


By  CONNIE  HASTINGS 

I’m  glad  to  see  the  United  Methodist 
Church  taking  an  active  part  in  social  and 
political  issues.  Now  I  think  it’s  time  for  us 
to  address  the  issue  of  animal  rights. 

We  seem  to  be  stuck  in  a  prejudice  that’s 
similar  to  other  prejudices  this  country  has 
already  come  to  grips  with— against 
slaves,  Irish,  blacks,  children,  women  and  a 
host  of  others.  Those  involve  groups  of  peo¬ 
ple  different  from  our  own. 

Now  we’re  being  asked  to  consider  the 
welfare  of  species  other  than  our  own. 

Just  as  with  these  other  prejudices, 
our  prejudice  against  animals  makes  us 
believe  their  suffering  isn’t  important— 
that  animals  don’t  experience  life  in  the 
same  way  we  do  and  that  their  behavior 
is  largely  instinctive— even  that  they 
don’t  feel  pain. 

Are  these  assumptions  true?  Or  have 
we  accepted  them  without  question? 

The  world  has  never  known  such  a  ho¬ 
locaust  of  animal  suffering  as  is  now 
taking  place  in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 
Billions  of  animals  each  year  are  being 
raised  in  the  most  brutal  conditions  and 
slaughtered  horribly  for  food. 

Research  and  testing  laboratories  are 
subjecting  100  million  of  them  each  year  to 
the  most  agonizing  tortures,  most  of  which 
are  not  aimed  at  curing  human  disease. 

Animals  are  hunted,  trapped,  poisoned 
and  subjected  to  every  conceivable  tor¬ 


ment  by  humans  for  profit  and  pleasure. 

Did  you  know  that: 

•  More  than  half  of  the  mail  received 
by  public  officials  now  concerns  animal 
rights? 

•Three  laboratories  have  now  been 
closed  because  of  incontrovertible  proof 
that  their  experiments  were  being  done 
in  ways  that  were  not  only  cruel  but  un¬ 
sanitary  and  unscientific? 

•  Books  are  available  that  would  help 
in  your  church  school’s  discussion  of  ani¬ 
mal  rights?  Your  local  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  or  Hu¬ 
mane  Society  can  probably  obtain  copies 
for  you. 

Some  of  the  world’s  greatest  thinkers 
have  been  advocates  of  animals’  rights. 

Leonardo  DaVinci:  “The  day  will  come 
when  men  such  as  I  will  look  upon  the 
murder  of  animals  as  they  now  look  upon 
the  murder  of  men.” 

Thomas  A.  Edison:  “Until  we  stop 
harming  all  other  living  beings,  we  are 
still  savages.” 

Albert  Schweitzer:  “To  think  out  in  ev¬ 
ery  implication  the  ethic  of  love  for  all 
creation— this  is  the  difficult  task  which 
confronts  our  age.” 

Connie  Hastings  is  a  member  of 
Mount  Lebanon  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  (Western 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference). 
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CetebratingiS^ 
Gods  Mission 

A  Global  Gathering 

LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY  MARCH  12-15,  1987 


You  are  invited  to  the  Mission  Convocation. . . 

To  witness  to  our  unity  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
To  discover  new  tools  to  equip  ourselves  for  witness  and  evangelism 
To  learn  of  church  growth  from  brothers  and  sisters  from  Asia,  Africa 
and  Latin  America 

To  share  our  theological  understanding 

To  hear  the  faith  stories  of  mission  persons  from  Alaska  to  Appalachia 

To  renew  our  Wesleyan  enthusiasm 

To  accept  the  challenge  of  the  new  mission  age 

Make  plans  now  for  this  unique  opportunity 
Write  for  more  information. 


Global  Gathering 
c/o  Service  Center-A 
7820  Reading  Road 
Cincinnati,  OH  45237 

Please  send  information  to: 

NAME _ _ _ 

ADDRESS  _ 

CITY _ STATE  _  ZIP 


JANUARY  2,  1987  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  PAGE 

Church’s  newspaper  page  reports  on  study  of  bishops  letter 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

:  NASHVILLE— Members  of  Belmont  United 
Methodist  Church  have  some  special  reading  in 
mind  for  all  the  denomination’s  45  active  episco¬ 
pal  leaders— and  for  some  other  people,  includ¬ 
ing  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

It’s  the  front  page  of  the  congregation’s  Dec.  26 
local  edition  of  the  Reporter.  That  page  is  devot¬ 
ed  to  the  bishops’  pastoral  letter  on  nuclear  disar¬ 
mament  and  the  congregation’s  reaction  to  it. 

;  The  page  also  states  that  what  the  members 
'have  done  so  far  is  only  a  beginning.  The  church 
staff  is  developing  curriculum  materials  to  en¬ 
able  youngsters  to  study  the  document. 

;  “We  will  send  the  page  with  a  cover  letter 
; saying  here’s  how  one  congregation  has  respond- 
;ed  to  a  study  of  ‘In  Defense  of  Creation,’  ”  said 
;Rick  Isbell,  director  of  Christian  education  for 
;the  2,000-member  church. 

Copies  are  to  be  mailed  to  all  active  bishops, 
President  Reagan,  the  two  U.S.  senators  from 
Tennessee,  the  U.S.  representative  from  the 
Nashville  area  and  all  UM  pastors  in  the  Nash¬ 


ville  District  of  the  Tennessee  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  said  Gerald  Kirksey,  chairman  of  the 
congregation’s  church  and  society  work  area. 

Comments  solicited 

Mr.  Kirksey  said  he  asked  church  members 
who  had  studied  the  pastoral  letter  in  a  variety 
of  forums  within  the  congregation  to  write  brief 
reactions  to  the  document.  He  also  asked  select¬ 
ed  teenagers  to  write  responses. 

“As  you  will  see,  members  of  Belmont  do  not 
speak  with  a  single  voice,’’  says  a  background 
statement  on  the  page  from  Mr.  Kirksey’s  work 
area. 

“Yet  we  do  share  a  conviction  that  individuals 
working  together,  seeking  the  will  of  God,  can 
make  a  difference  in  building  a  lasting  and  just 
peace  for  all.” 

Here  i§  a  sampling  of  those  voices: 

•“In  my  opinion,  the  bishops  have  come  up 
with  a  beginning,  and  we  must  complete  the  ac¬ 
tion.  The  world  depends  on  our  response  to  this 
letter.” 


•  “The  bishops  are  well-intentioned,  but  we  are 
held  responsible  for  the  consequences  of  our  views 
as  well  as  our  motives.  Christians  should  be  soft¬ 
hearted  but  hard-headed,  gentle  as  doves  but  wise 
as  foxes.  The  letter  is  a  soft-headed  approach.” 

•  “I  think  the  bishops’  letter  is  absolutely  cor¬ 
rect.  Nuclear  war  is  a  threat  to  all  God’s  cre¬ 
ation,  and  if  Soviet  and  American  leaders  don’t 
come  to  an  agreement  soon,  there  won’t  be  any 
creation  left.  I  think  the  bishops  are  right  in  say¬ 
ing  an  unconditional  ‘no’  to  this  destruction.” 

•  “I  feel  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  country  to 
be  able  to  defend  itself  and  that  this  is  an  un¬ 
called  for  attempt  of  a  group  of  church  leaders 
to  interfere  with  the  government.” 

•“If  Christians,  who  know  how  hard  but  how 
important  reconciliation  is,  do  not  start  thinking 
and  talking  about  ways  to  coexist  with  those  who 
live  under  different  ideologies,  who  else  can  or 
will?” 

Wide  distribution  sought 

“We  want  as  wide  a  distribution  as  possible,” 


Mr.  Kirksey  said  regarding  the  mailing,  which  is 
expected  to  be  completed  by  Jan.  10. 

A  headline  spanning  the  top  of  the  church's 
newspaper  page  reads,  “Reflections  on  Peace¬ 
making.” 

Below  that  appear  the  text  of  the  pastoral  let¬ 
ter,  “In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear  Crisis 
and  a  Just  Peace;”  a  background  statement  from 
the  congregation’s  church  and  society  work  area; 
and  individual  comments  from  27  out  of  about  300 
members  who  have  studied  the  pastoral  letter  and 
its  “foundation  document." 

Similar  effort  not  known 

Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  Jr.  (Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area), 
co-chairman  of  the  committee  that  developed 
the  pastoral  letter,  said  he  is  not  aware  of  any 
other  congregation’s  study  as  extensive  as  Bel¬ 
mont’s. 

About  half  of  Belmont’s  16  adult  church- 
school  classes  studied  peacemaking  and  the 
bishops’  pastoral  letter  during  the  fall,  Mr.  Kirk- 
sev  said.  That  involved  about  175  people. 


In  addition,  about  125  people  attended  an  eve¬ 
ning  presentation  on  the  pastoral  letter  Oct.  1, 
he  said. 

Mr.  Kirksey  said  the  objection  he’d  heard 
most  about  the  pastoral  letter  was  that  it  wasn’t 
written  at  a  level  children  and  youth  could  easily 
understand. 

He  quoted  one  response  on  the  page  that  says, 
“For  40  years  nuclear  arms  have  been  in  adult 
hands.  Why  not  allow’  and  be  open  to  youth  par¬ 
ticipation?” 

Bishop  Minnick  acknowledged  that  he  had 
heard  similar  objections  about  the  curriculum 
material  for  studying  the  pastoral  letter. 

The  Belmont  staff  is  working  on  materials 
that  elementary,  junior-high  and  high-school 
classes  can  use  to  study  peacemaking,  Mr.  Isbell 
said.  That  study  is  tentatively  scheduled  for  next 
spring. 

In  addition,  about  four  more  adult  church- 
school  classes  plan  to  study  the  pastoral  letter, 
he  said. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


‘Orthodoxy’  voted  year’s  top  story; 
UM  bishops’  letter  also  mentioned 


Family  turns 
holiday  cards 
into  prayers 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

CINCINNATI— What  happens  to 
Christmas  cards  after  Christmas 
day? 

They  become  initiations  for  prayer 
in  the  home  of  Linda  and  Jim  Young 
and  their  two  daughters.  The  four  be¬ 
long  to  Hyde  Park  Community  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Cincinnati. 

“For  years  we  have  kept  our 
Christmas  cards  and  letters  in  a  bas¬ 
ket  beside  our  kitchen  table,”  Mrs. 
Young  said. 

“Each  night  at  supper  for  as  long 
as  they  last,  we  randomly  draw  an  en¬ 
velope  from  the  basket.  We  re-read 
the  card;  talk  about  the  person,  fam¬ 
ilies,  etc.,  who  have  sent  us  the  greet¬ 
ing;  and  then  we  pray  for  that  family 
or  individual." 

Mrs.  Young  called  praying  for 
;  friends  and  acquaintances  “a  mean¬ 
ingful  experience.” 

“It’s  been  a  way  of  allowing  God  to 
put  a  polish  on  that  special  place  in 
.  our  hearts  that  was  carved  for  those 
persons,”  she  said. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


From  Religious  News  Service 
Vatican  efforts  to  impose  stricter  or¬ 
thodoxy  on  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
in  the  United  States  constituted  the  most 
significant  religious  news  development 
of  1986,  a  poll  of  the  Religion  News- 
writers  Association  indicates. 

As  examples,  the  poll  noted  the  cur¬ 
tailing  of  the  authority  of  Seattle  Arch¬ 
bishop  Raymond  Hunthausen  and  the 
stripping  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Curran’s 
right  to  teach  theology  at  Catholic  Uni¬ 
versity  of  America  in  Washington. 

The  archbishop,  who  was  said  to  lack 
firmness  in  governing  the  archdiocese, 
was  forced  to  relinquish  authority  over 
liturgy,  priestly  education  and  three  oth¬ 
er  areas  to  an  auxiliary  bishop.  Father 
Curran  was  disciplined  for  liberal  views 
on  sexual  issues,  despite  his  contention 
that  church  teachings  on  the  issues  have 
not  been  defined  infallibly. 

About  a  third  of  the  226  active  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Religion  Newswriters  Associ¬ 
ation  took  part  in  the  poll  conducted  by 
Willmar  Thorkelson  of  Minneapolis,  a 
former  RNA  president.  Members  of  the 
association  cover  religion  news  for  news¬ 
papers,  newsmagazines  and  news  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 


The  announcement  by  television  evan¬ 
gelist  Pat  Robertson  that  he  would  seek 
the  Republican  presidential  nomination 
in  1988  if  3  million  registered  voters  peti¬ 
tioned  him  to  do  so  ranked  second  in  the 
poll. 

The  controversy  over  the  content  of 
textbooks  used  in  public  schools  was 
judged  the  third  “most  significant”  de¬ 
velopment. 

In  Tennessee,  a  federal  judge  ordered 
a  public  school  system  to  excuse  children 
from  reading  books  their  parents  found 
objectionable  and  to  permit  home  teach¬ 
ing.  In  an  Alabama  trial,  624  parents 
charged  that  textbooks  espoused  secular 
humanism  and  cited  a  study  finding  reli¬ 
gion  “misrepresented  or  seriously  under- 
presented  in  textbooks.” 

Other  developments  ranked  in  the  first 
10  included: 

•Turmoil  continued  in  South  Africa, 
with  many  church  workers  reportedly 
jailed.  Two  anti-apartheid  activists  got 
new  positions:  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  as 
Anglican  archbishop  of  Cape  Town  and 
the  Rev.  Allan  Boesak  as  head  of  South 
Africa’s  mixed-race  Reformed  church. 

•  Fundamentalists  tightened  their 
control  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 


tion  by  again  capturing  the  presidency. 
Later,  by  professing  the  Bible  is  “not  er¬ 
rant,”  presidents  of  Southern  Baptist 
seminaries  in  the  “Glorieta  Statement” 
sparked  disagreement  over  whether  they 
have  given  way  to  the  denomination’s  in¬ 
errancy  wing. 

•  A  federal  grand  jury  in  Phoenix  con¬ 
victed  eight  workers  in  the  church-  based 
sanctuary  movement  who  had  helped 
refugees  in  Central  America. 

•  Three  Lutheran  denominations  voted 
to  merge  and  picked  the  Chicago  area  as 
site  for  the  national  offices  of  the  new 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 

•The  Roman  Catholic  Church  was 
credited  with  having  exerted  a  decisive 
influence  in  the  ouster  of  despotic  re¬ 
gimes  in  Haiti  and  the  Philippines. 

•  Thousands  of  stores  ended  the  sale  of 
adult  magazines  following  pressure  from 
religious  groups.  Moved  by  the  final  re¬ 
port  of  the  Attorney  General’s  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Pornography,  some  200  religious 
leaders  formed  an  alliance  to  combat 
child,  violent  and  other  pornography. 

•Pope  John  Paul  II  paid  a  historic 
visit  to  Rome’s  main  synagogue,  em¬ 
braced  the  chief  rabbi  and  described 
Jewish  people  as  Christianity’s  “elder 
brothers.”  Later  the  pope  invited  other 
world  religious  leaders  to  join  him  in  As¬ 
sisi  for  a  day  of  prayer  for  peace. 


Layman  heads  effort  to  hike  health  benefits 


Sweethearts  marry  after  64-year  separation 

SEAFORD,  Del.— Bessie  Barnes  Speicher  and  Alton  Davis,  residents  of 
the  Methodist  Manor  House  retirement  home,  cut  wedding  cake  after  ex¬ 
changing  vows  Dec.  13.  The  two  86-year-olds  had  been  sweethearts  from 
1916  to  1921  but  went  separate  ways,  married  others  and  lost  spouses  to 
death.  He  resumed  contact  with  her  last  January.  After  many  letters,  phone 
calls  and  a  few  visits,  they  decided  to  marry.  “I  never  forgot  her,”  Mr.  Da¬ 
vis  said.  “I  guess  we  kept  that  little  spark  burning  all  those  years,  and  when 
we  saw  each  other,  it  started  again,”  Mrs.  Davis  said. 


Union  challenges  mission  workers’  vote 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— A  major  grass-roots 
effort  to  improve  health  care  for  mil¬ 
lions  of  Americans  was  launched  recent¬ 
ly  upder  leadership  of  one  of  United 
Methodism’s  most  prominent  public  fig¬ 
ures. 

Dr.  Arthur  S.  Flemming  told  a  news 
conference  opening  the  campaign  that 
sponsors  plan  to  "demonstrate  that  our 
system  is  capable  of  responding”  to  the 
“crisis  and  scandal”  in  health  care  fac¬ 
ing  the  nation. 

“We  believe  we  cannot  as  a  nation 
keep  postponing  this  objective,”  Dr. 
Flemming  said. 

The  United  Methodist  layman,  educa¬ 
tor  and  former  presidential  cabinet  offi¬ 
cer  is  chairman  of  the  effort  known  as 
the  “National  Health  Care  Campaign.” 

Approximately  60  labor,  health-care, 


public-interest  and  religious  groups  have 
endorsed  the  program. 

Dr.  Flemming  said  the  organizations 
“have  made  a  commitment  to  marshal 
support  for  action  programs  designed  to 
meet  the  needs  of  37  million  persons  who 
are  not  a  part  of  any  insurance  plan, 
public  or  private,  [and]  the  50  million 
persons  who  are  underinsured.” 

The  sponsors,  he  said,  “recognize  our 
system  has  broken  down  in  terms  of  re¬ 
sponding  to  this  need.”  He  added,  “If  37 
million  people  were  denied  access  to  our 
educational  system  we  would  regard  it 
not  only  as  a  crisis,  but  as  a  scandal.” 

Pursuit  of  the  campaign’s  agenda  is 
planned  at  both  state  and  federal  levels. 

The  first  drive  will  be  devoted  to  con¬ 
vincing  state  legislatures  to  implement, 
by  the  end  of  1987,  extension  of  Medicaid 
benefits  authorized  by  Congress  to  cover 


all  pregnant  women,  children  5  and  un¬ 
der,  older  people  and  people  with  disabil¬ 
ities  who  have  incomes  below  the 
poverty  line. 

More  than  50  percent  of  the  latter  are 
not  on  Medicaid,  according  to  an  extensive 
study  released  at  the  news  conference. 

The  next  step,  Dr.  Flemming  said,  will 
be  to  persuade  the  100th  Congress  con¬ 
vening  in  January  to  conduct  hearings  on 
steps  to  expand  health  care  coverage  to 
those  not  now  protected. 

Religious  bodies  endorsing  the  effort 
so  far  include  several  Roman  Catholic 
organizations,  Church  Women  United, 
Congress  of  National  Black  Churches, 
the  Lutheran  Office  for  Governmental 
Affairs  and  the  National  Council  of  Jew¬ 
ish  Women. 

Additional  religious  sponsors  will  be 
sought,  he  said. 


From  Religious  Ne^s  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  labor  union  that 
has  represented  secretaries,  at  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  mission  agency  for 
four  years  has  challenged  the  results  of 
an  election  in  which  it  was  narrowly 
ousted  as  the  workers’  bargaining  agent. 

A  lawyer  for  District  65  of  the  United 
Auto  Workers  filed  objections  with  the 
National  Labor  Relations  Board  Dec.  22, 
according  to  union  organizer  Maria  Hair¬ 
ston. 

Six  days  earlier,  clerical  and  produc¬ 
tion  workers  at  the  New  York  offices  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  voted  94  to  91  to  “de¬ 
certify”  the  union  as  their  representative 


in  collective  bargaining  for  wages  and 
other  benefits. 

“We  feel  we  do  have  substantial 
enough  evidence  to  go  into  hearings,” 
said  Ms.  Hairston.  “We  hope  there  will  be 
another  election  to  have  this  one  thrown 
out.” 

The  union  lodged  seven  objections,  in¬ 
cluding  charges  that  Global  Ministries 
management  unlawfully  aided  workers 
who  opposed  the  union  and  intimidated 
those  who  supported  it. 

Global  Ministries  officials  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment  on  the  union’s 
charges. 

District  65,  although  it  is  part  of  the 
United  Auto  Workers,  organizes  secre¬ 


tarial  workers  in  not-for-profit  organiza¬ 
tions  and  companies  with  no  connection 
to  the  auto  industry. 

Global  Ministries  workers  certified 
District  65  as  their  bargaining  agent  in 
an  election  four  years  ago.  The  affili¬ 
ation  of  church  workers  with  a  labor 
union  is  quite  unusual,  according  to 
board  sources. 

The  present  three-year  contract  be¬ 
tween  the  union  and  the  mission  board 
ends  Dec.  31.  The  move  to  decertify  the 
union  was  initiated  by  employees  who 
said  they  had  lost  benefits  under  union¬ 
ization  and  had  been  subjected  to  new 
rules  they  considered  demeaning. 


‘Texas  Methodist’  newspaper 


grows  far  beyond  its  name 


J  EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Following  is  the 
[first  of  two  parts  by  the  editor  of  Reli¬ 
gious  News  Service  on  the  development 
vbf  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  the 
[largest  denominational  newspaper  pub¬ 
lishing  venture  in  the  United  States. 

By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
<  DALLAS— The  little  farmhouse  in  sub¬ 
urban  Irving  that  was  headquarters  for 
?‘The  Texas  Methodist”  20  years  ago  is  a 
far  cry  from  a  proposed  $2.5  million 
communications  center  in  Dallas,  but 
then  so  is  the  newspaper. 

I  A  name  change  to  the  United 
.^Methodist  Reporter  in  1979  reflected 
somewhat  belatedly  the  fact  that  it  had 
become  the  official  communications  tool 
for  a  large  part  of  the  denomination. 

More  recent  changes  threaten  to  make 
even  that  name  obsolete.  What  began  in 


Texas  with  Methodists  now  is  an  ecu¬ 
menical  publishing  venture  of  consider¬ 
able  proportions. 

One  dollar  in  seven  now  comes  from 
non-United  Methodist  business  and  ac¬ 
counts  almost  totally  for  the  growth  of 
the  enterprise  in  the  last  five  years. 

The  Reporter’s  governing  board  re¬ 
cently  approved  a  financial  campaign  to 
raise  $2  million  for  a  new  building  twice 
the  size  of  the  present  leased  facility  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  28)  and  to  include  facilities 
for  video  production.  (Land  now  valued 
at  $500,000  was  purchased  several  years 
ago.) 

That  forward  look  represents  the  first 
modest  philosophical  departure  in  an  op¬ 
eration  that  has  flourished  by  letting  the 
business  find  it. 

When  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III  was  named  editor/general  manager 


in  1969,  the  then-Texas  Methodist  was 
just  that— Methodist  news  for  Texans. 

But  the  format  put  together  in  the  ear¬ 
ly  ’60s  by  a  previous  editor  to  serve  sev¬ 
eral  Texas  annual  conferences  was 
tailor-made  for  expansion.  Each  regional 
body  had  its  own  news  on  the  front  page, 
coupled  with  common  inside  pages  of 
state  and  national  news. 

Under  the  young  editor’s  leadership, 
the  paper’s  news  coverage  was  broad¬ 
ened.  Vigorous  editorial  statements  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  paper,  along  with  generous 
amounts  of  reader  opinion. 

When  the  Rev.  William  O.  Byrd,  then 
an  official  in  Colorado  Methodism,  wrote 
to  inquire  how  the  system  worked,  the 
new  editor  suggested  the  Coloradoans 
might  want  to  plug  in.  After  several 
months  of  discussion,  they  signed  up  on 
an  experimental  basis. 

New  Mexico  came  next,  and  within  the 
first  year  the  paper’s  circulation  had 
doubled  to  129,000. 

Many  saw  the  advantage.  It  was  less 
expensive  to  hook  onto  an  existing  sys¬ 
tem  than  continue  independent  publish¬ 
ing  operations  all  over  the  country.  At 
one  time  the  denomination  had  provided 
regional  news  inserts  as  part  of  a  slick 
churchwide  magazine.  But  when  dollars 
and  will  faded,  a  vacuum  was  created, 
and  the  Texans  were  waiting. 

Slowly  the  word  spread.  Before  long 
the  denomination  had  this  strange  offi¬ 
cial-unofficial  voice  in  its  midst.  Today  it 
is  claimed  as  an  official  publication  by 
regional  groups  that  subscribe,  but  it  is 
unofficial  in  that  it  is  not  owned  and  op¬ 
erated  by  the  denomination. 

Today  editions  for  39  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  375  local  churches  across  the 
country  yield  a  weekly  circulation  of 
some  500,000  and  a  budget  of  $7  million. 

The  Reporter  has  not  been  immune  to 
the  ravages  of  postal  increases  and  de¬ 
clining  church  rolls.  Yet  just  as  denomi¬ 
national  business  leveled  off,  a  new 
chapter  opened  up.  In  1981  All-Church 
Press  (an  ecumenical  publishing  service) 
in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  notified  several 
churches  in  Dallas  that  it  was  closing 
shop.  These  churches  called  the  Reporter 
for  temporary  help. 

Again  the  editor  saw  an  opportunity 
for  expansion.  Within  a  month,  an  ecu- 


“People  kept  asking  me 
what  my  plans  were.  I  told 
them  my  plans  were  to  get 
the  newspaper  out  the  next 
week.” 

— Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 


menical  version  of  the  Reporter  was  in 
place  with  10  churches  and  a  circulation 
of  5,000.  Now,  less  than  six  years  later, 
the  totals  are  26  churches,  26,500  circula¬ 
tion.  The  National  Christian  Reporter 
provides  a  front  page  for  each  church 
and  common  inside  pages  drawn  primar¬ 
ily  from  Religious  News  Service. 

But  there  was  more  to  come.  When  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  under  direction 
of  Beverly  Chain,  a  former  United 
Methodist  agency  executive,  began  de¬ 
veloping  a  communications  instrument 
for  the  denomination,  she  contacted  the 
Reporter.  She  asked  how  its  system  of 
conference  and  local  church  editions 
works.  A  year  of  study  resulted  in  a  deci¬ 
sion  to  create  a  publication  patterned  af¬ 
ter  the  Reporter. 

The  resulting  monthly  tabloid  com¬ 
bines  United  Church  of  Christ  program 
material  and  news  in  regional  and  na¬ 
tional  editions.  Publication  began  in  1985 
with  a  circulation  of  100,000.  The  Report¬ 
er  handles  composition,  printing  and 
mailing  of  the  tabloid. 

Another  major  ecumenical  venture 
has  added  luster  to  the  operation  but  so 
far  has  required  a  subsidy  of  some 
$300,000. 

In  1983  Religious  News  Service,  an  in¬ 
terfaith  news  service  started  in  1934  by 
the  National  Conference  of  Christians 
and  Jews,  was  looking  for  a  new  home.  A 
combination  of  altruism  and  necessity 
led  Mr.  Dunnam  to  propose  to  his  board 
a  plan  to  revive  the  financially  troubled 
wire  service.  The  loss  of  RNS,  he  con¬ 
tended,  would  leave  the  Reporter,  as 
well  as  other  religious  and  public  media 
outlets,  without  a  credible  source  of  reli¬ 
gious  news. 

A  three-year  timeline  for  making  RNS 
self-sufficient  was  established,  and  the 


Reporter’s  governing  board  at  its  No¬ 
vember  meeting  approved  balanced  1987 
budget  projections  for  RNS. 

The  future  of  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  operation  is  a  topic  Mr.  Dunnam’s 
detractors  may  think  about  more  than  he 
does.  He  takes  fierce  pride  in  having 
built  an  operation  in  response  to  need, 
not  promotion. 

Speaking  of  the  early  years,  Mr.  Dun¬ 
nam  recalls,  “People  kept  asking  me 
what  my  plans  were.  I  told  them  my 


plans  were  to  get  the  newspaper  out  the 
next  week.” 

It’s  a  philosophy  that  keeps  his  critics 
somewhat  off  balance.  He  doesn’t  deny 
being  an  opportunist  but  defines  the 
word  as  “seeing  something  that  needs  to 
be  done,  and,  if  I  have  the  capability  of 
doing  it,  moving  on  in." 

It’s  a  philosophy  he  admits  has  served 
the  Reporter  organization  well  in  a  shifty 
ing  but  seemingly  unending  market  for 
his  unique  product. 


:  DALLAS— The  Addressograph  mailing  machine  was  “home”  to  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III  when  he  was  22  years  old  and  just  starting  out  with  the  “Tex¬ 
as  Methodist.”  Under  his  leadership  it  has  grown  to  a  major  international  ec¬ 
umenical  publishing  enterprise  known  at  The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  YOUNG  ADULTS 

Serve  and  share  your  Christian  faith  and  love! 

Are  you  under  30  years  of  age? 

Do  you  have  a  genuine  concern  for  persons? 

Do  you  have  a  college  degree  or  equivalent  experience? 
Are  you  a  leader? 

Are  you  flexible  and  adaptable? 

Are  you  in  good  health? 

If  you  answer  yes  to  these  questions, 
will  you  consider  serving  as  a-. 

US-2  (30  available  positions) 

Two-year  commitment  of  service  in  U.S. 

Application  Deadline:  February  1,  1987 

ASIAN -AMERICAN  MISSION  INTERN  (5  available  positions) 
One-year  commitment  in  Asia 

BLACK  SEMINARIAN  MISSION  INTERN  (5  available  positions) 
One-year  commitment  overseas 

HISPANIC  SEMINARIAN  MISSION  INTERN  (5  available  positions) 
One-year  commitment  in  Latin  America 

MISSION  INTERN  (15  available  positions) 

Three-year  commitment  combining  work-study 
and  education  overseas  and  in  the  U.S. 

Mission  Intern  Application  Deadline:  January  20,  1987 

MISSION  PERSONNEL  RESOURCES  PROGRAM  DEPARTMENT 
GENERAL  BOARD  OF  BLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
CALL  TOLL  FREE  TODAY:  1-800-654-5929 
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‘These  Four  Cozy  Walls 9 

20  years  later,  church’s  mission  remains  same 


IV  C  1 

PHOTO  BY  PATRICIA  A.  MAJOR 

DALLAS— This  adult  church-school  class  from  Casa  View  United  Methodist  Church  is  listening  to  a  visitor  from 
the  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights  tell  how  her  organization  filed  a  suit  to  require  U.S.  courts  to  honor  World 
Court  decisions.  Discussions  like  these  have  been  typical  of  this  congregation  featured  20  years  ago  in  the  film 
“These  Four  Cozy  Walls.” 


By  PATRICIA  A.  MAJOR 

DALLAS — It  has  been  20  years  since 
Casa  View  Methodist  Church  was  first  sin¬ 
gled  out  for  denominationwide  scrutiny. 

One  year  later  it  happened  again. 

Casa  View’s  involvement  in  certain  is¬ 
sues  then  and  now  has  caused  it  to  be  la¬ 
beled  by  many  as  “liberal”  or  “avant 
garde,”  said  the  Rev.  Wilfred  Bailey,  the 
only  pastor  the  congregation  has  had.  He 
feels  that’s  unjustified. 

“When  we  were  doing  things  that  got  us 
looked  down  upon  or  angered  people  in  the 
bureaucracy  and  the  church,  die  things  we 
were  doing  were  right  out  of  the  Book  of 
Discipline  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  Mr.  Bailey  said.  “Everything  we 
were  doing  was  solid  Methodist.” 

Casa  View  has  stayed  much  the  same 
since  its  founding  in  1953,  Mr.  Bailey 
said. 

“We’ve  tried  to  be  very  self-conscious 
that  we  would  be  the  church  at  whatever 
the  cost,”  he  said. 

“It  sounds  kind  of  simplistic,  but  I 
don’t  think  many  churches  do  that.  We 
must  say  to  ourselves,  ‘When  we  make  a 
decision,  we  will  not  make  it  on  the  basis 
of  whether  it  will  offend  people.  We  will 


Ghana  Methodist  cites  ‘tools’  needed 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS — The  Methodist  Church  in 
Ghana  doesn’t  have  the  means  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  Gospel  to  all  people  who  want 
to  hear  it,  the  leader  of  the  West  African 
church  said  recently. 

The  Rev.  Jacob  S.  A.  Stephens,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  151-year-old  autonomous 
church,  said  Ghanan  Methodists  need  Bi¬ 
bles,  land-roving  vehicles,  a  printing 
press  and  other  “tools”  for  spreading  the 
Christian  message. 

Most  of  what  Ghanans  need  is  not 
available  in  their  country,  Dr.  Stephens 
said.  Domestic  inflation — running  about 
50  percent  last  year — and  unfavorable 
foreign  currency  exchange  rates  limit 
what  the  church  can  buy  abroad. 

“These  are  among  the  roadblocks  to 
translating  our  [evangelistic]  vision  into 
reality,”  Dr.  Stephens  said. 

Dr.  Stephens,  who  earned  a  doctorate 
at  UM-related  Wesley  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Washington,  said  he  is  looking  for 
help  from  United  Methodists  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States.  He  visited  the  Reporter’s  head¬ 
quarters  during  December. 

Membership  doubled 

Despite  its  money  shortage,  the 
Ghanan  church  has  doubled  its  member¬ 
ship  during  the  past  decade  to  500,000, 
Dr.  Stephens  said.  That  makes  it  the 
largest  Protestant  body  in  the  country  of 
13.8  million. 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Ghana,  found¬ 
ed  by  British  Methodist  missionaries,  is 
pursuing  a  five-year  evangelism  and  de¬ 
velopment  program.  Dr.  Stephens  said. 

“We  take  an  integrated  program  of 
ministry  to  the  people,”  he  said.  It  in¬ 
cludes  evangelism,  education,  medical 
care  and  agricultural  instruction. 

“You  don’t  have  to  preach  the  Gospel 
and  leave  people  hungry,”  he  said.  In¬ 
stead,  becoming  a  Christian  leads  to  a 
new  way  of  life  in  all  aspects. 

For  example.  Dr.  Stephens  said  church 


STUDY  TOUR  IN  CUBA 

Florida  Council  of  Churches  Is  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  second  Study  Tour  in  Cuba,  Feb.  27 
to  March  13.  Know  more  about  Cuban 
secular  and  religious  life. 

Write:  Dr.  Carl  Soule,  Rte.  1,  Box  1160, 
Lady  Lake,  FL  32659. 


The  Oxford  AIM  Program 


MEDICAL  CENTER  CHAPLAIN 

Progressive  306  bed  Regional  Medical 
Center  has  an  immediate  opening  for  a 
Hospital  Chaplain.  The  selected  indi¬ 
vidual  will  play  an  active  role  on  our 
treatment  team  by  serving  patients, 
families,  staff  and  the  local  community 
in  this  ecumenical  ministry.  Require¬ 
ments  include  denominational  en¬ 
dorsement,  two  quarters  C.P.E.  and 
membership  or  eligibility  for  same  in 
the  NACC  and/or  APHA. 

Small  town  atmosphere  in  a  university 
community  located  in  the  Central  Up¬ 
per  Peninsula  of  Michigan  provide  for 
an  excellent  work  environment.  We 
maintain  a  competitive  salary  structure 
and  comprehensive  fringe  benefits.  Di¬ 
rect  inquiry/resume  to  Randall  K. 

Ward: 

MARQUETTE  GENERAL  HOSPITAL 
Regional  Medical  Center 
420  West  Magnetic  Street 
Marquette,  Michigan  49855 
(906)  225-3442 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


workers  teach  farmers  about  crop  rota¬ 
tion  for  better  stewardship  of  soil  and 
about  such  agricultural  techniques  as  us¬ 
ing  animal  wastes  for  fertilizers. 

The  Methodist  Church’s  elementary 
and  secondary  schools  attract  many  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  Christian  faith,  he  said. 

“Many  fathers  follow  their  children 
into  the  church,”  Dr.  Stephens  noted. 
That’s  because  children  must  be  baptized 
before  they  can  start  school.  Classes  in¬ 
clude  instruction  in  Christian  discipleship. 

Adult  converts,  too,  must  take  a  one- 
year  catechism  class  before  they  can  be 
baptized  and  join  the  church,  Dr.  Ste¬ 
phens  said. 

Ghanans  in  general  respond  to  a  “sim¬ 
ple  Gospel  message,”  Dr.  Stephens  said. 
As  a  result,  crusades  by  independent  U.S. 
evangelists  as  well  as  by  established 
churches  bring  many  people  to  Christ. 

Dr.  Stephens  estimates  that  65  percent 
of  Ghana’s  13.8  million  people  are  Chris¬ 
tians.  He  said  most  churches  in  Ghana 
are  growing. 

The  believers  are  spread  among  many 
denominations,  he  said.  Yet  only  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics,  with  1  million  members, 
number  more  than  the  Methodists. 

The  Methodists  are  organized  into  326 
circuits  served  by  324  ordained  pastors, 
Dr.  Stephens  said.  Each  circuit  includes 
around  40  societies  (local  congregations). 

More  ordained  pastors  needed 

A  shortage  of  ordained  ministers  limits 
the  church’s  outreach.  Dr.  Stephens  said, 

“Only  a  minister  can  serve  the  Lord’s 
Supper,”  he  noted.  “One  minister  may  be 
in  charge  of  20  to  40  churches.” 

The  Methodist  Church  doesn’t  have  the 
“tools”  to  train  more  ordained  ministers 
either,  he  said.  That’s  because  it  is  allot¬ 
ted  only  15  seminary  seats  a  year  in  Gha¬ 
na’s  ecumenically  run  Trinity  College. 

Methodists  share  the  200-student 
school  with  Presbyterians,  Anglicans  and 
independent  churches,  he  said.  Method¬ 
ists  have  the  largest  bloc  of  seats. 

“Every  year  we  receive  applications 
from  more  than  100  young  people  with 
qualifications  for  seminary  training,”  he 
said.  “But  we  have  no  place  to  send  them.” 

Some  11,000  lay  pastors  carry  out 
most  activities  in  the  local  societies,  Dr. 
Stephens  said. 

Besides  Sunday  worship,  he  said,  those 
societies  conduct  prayer  services  at  5 
a.m.  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fri¬ 
days  and  healing  services  on  Wednesday 
evenings. 

“Most  of  our  people  try  to  attend  these 
services,”  Dr.  Stephens  said.  “We  feel  it  is 
very  important  to  start  the  day  with  the 
Lord— before  going  into  the  secular  world.” 


The 
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Professionally  written 
software  for 
church  management 


•  Runs  on  IBM-PC  or  compatible  computers 
•  Demonstration  Disks  available 

Oppfod  Computer  Systems,  Inc. 


THE  NEW  TAX  LAW: 
IMPLICATIONS  FOR  CLERGY 

An  18  page  booklet  of  explanation,  anal¬ 
ysis  and  commentary  of  the  new  Internal 
Revenue  Code  of  1986...wlth  special  sec¬ 
tions  dealing  with  the  clergy  compensa¬ 
tion  package.  By  Charles  M.  Chakour, 
Conference  Treasurer.  Produced  for  cler¬ 
gy  of  the  conference  but  available  to  you 
at  cost  of  printing,  packing  and  ship¬ 
ping.. .$3.00.  Send  check:  Treasurer's  Of¬ 
fice.  Northern  Illinois  Conference  U.M.C., 
Suite  1806,  77  West  Washington  St,  Chi¬ 
cago.  I L  60602. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has 
an  immediate  opening  for  an  experi¬ 
enced  journalist  who  believes  reli¬ 
gious  news  should  be  covered  in  an 
interesting,  credible  way.  Ideal  per¬ 
son  will  have  degree  in  journalism; 
several  years’  solid  work  experience; 
high  levels  of  energy,  curiosity  and 
creativity,  and  be  a  committed  Chris¬ 
tian  active  in  the  church.  Contact 
Personnel  Director,  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX  75266,  (214)  630-6495. 


STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

DALLAS— The  Rev.  Jacob  S.A.  Stephens,  president  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Ghana,  says  his  church  needs  Bibles,  land-roving  vehicles,  a 
printing  press  and  other  “tools”  to  spread  the  Gospel. 

Message  of  love  conveyed 
by  crash  victim’s  husband 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  husband  of  a  Michigan  United 
Methodist  killed  in  a  traffic  accident  in 
Ghana  in  November  is  sending  a  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  man  charged  with  causing 
her  death. 

Norman  Wood  has  asked  the  Rev.  Ja¬ 
cob  S.  A.  Stephens,  head  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Ghana,  to  visit  the  jailed  man. 

“He  told  me  to  tell  the  man  that  he 
still  loves  him  and  that  he  forgives  him,” 
Dr.  Stephens  said  during  an  interview  at 
the  Reporter’s  headquarters  during  De¬ 
cember. 

“I  will  do  that  when  I  go  back,”  Dr. 
Stephens  added.  The  African  leader 
made  a  pastoral  call  on  Mr.  Wood  at  his 
Middleton,  Mich.,  home  Dec.  9. 

African  leader  ‘spiritually  healed’ 

Whatever  effect  the  message  of  for¬ 
giveness  may  have  on  the  jailed  Ghanan 
man,  it  already  has  helped  provide  “spir¬ 
itual  healing  for  me,”  Dr.  Stephens  said. 

The  accident  that  took  the  lives  of 
Adonna  Wood,  55,  and  the  Rev.  Dale 
Crawford,  47,  of  Portland,  Mich.,  Nov.  9 
had  continued  to  shake  him  spiritually 
and  emotionally,  Dr.  Stephens  said. 

The  two  were  killed  when  a  truck  hit 
the  van  in  which  they  were  riding.  They 
were  in  Ghana  as  part  of  a  12-member 
team  from  the  West  Michigan  Annual 
Conference  gathering  information  on 
hunger  projects  that  Michigan  United 
Methodists  might  support  (see  UMR, 
Nov.14). 

Dr.  Stephens  immediately  brought  the 
surviving  members  of  the  team  into  his 
home  while  funeral  arrangements  were 
made. 

“I  almost  had  a  stress  attack,”  he  said. 
“I  was  very  confused.  I  wondered  why  it 
happened.  It  took  all  the  power  of  God  in 
me  to  withstand  it.” 


Communication  funds  found  helpful 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Communicators  in  at 
least  55  United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ences  credit  the  denomination’s  national 
telecommunications  fund  for  new  and 
growing  media  ministries  in  their  areas. 

A  study  conducted  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  found  69  con¬ 
ferences  used  the  money  for  new  com¬ 
munications  projects;  55  indicated  that, 
without  the  money,  they  couldn’t  have 
pulled  it  off. 

Purchase  of  video  equipment,  produc¬ 
tion  and  placement  of  television  spots 
(almost  all  of  which  used  the  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  theme  of  the  denomination's 
weekly  TV  show),  local  church  grants 
and  how-to  video  workshops  topped  the 
list  of  projects  launched  by  annual  con¬ 
ferences  using  television/telecommuni¬ 
cations  funds  administered  by  United 


Methodist  Communications. 

Several  conferences  also  ventured  into 
radio,  producing  spots  for  local  stations. 

One  conference  computerized  its  me¬ 
dia  operations. 

The  Texas  conference  returned  its 
share  to  the  national  communications  of¬ 
fices  to  help  place  “Catch  the  Spirit.” 

Four  conferences— Rocky  Mountain, 
West  Virginia,  East  Ohio  and  Oregon- 
Idaho— parlayed  funds  into  placements 
for  “Catch  the  Spirit”  on  local  television 
stations. 

Money  for  the  national  fund  comes 
from  an  apportionment  to  local  churches 
of  about  $4  million  during  the  1985-88 
quadrennium. 

The  1984  General  Conference  stipulat¬ 
ed  half  of  the  amount  to  be  returned  to 
annual  conferences.  Conferences  have 
reportedly  received  about  $500,000. 


make  it  on  the  basis  of  whether  this  is 
consistent  with  what  we  believe  to  be  the 
Gospel  and  the  calling  of  the  church  . . . 
and  if  it  costs  us  our  life  as  a  congrega¬ 
tion,  then  that’s  the  way  it  will  be.’  ” 

‘Together’  takes  first  look 

First  to  explore  the  apparent  “costs” 
of  Casa  View  Methodist  Church  was  “To¬ 
gether”  magazine,  then  the  monthly 
churchwide  journal.  The  magazine’s  May 
1967  article  was  titled,  “They’re  Trying 
to  Be  the  Church.” 

In  1968  Casa  View  UMC  was  selected 
from  nearly  100  nominated  congrega¬ 
tions  to  be  featured  as  “a  church  in  ac¬ 
tion  and  ferment.” 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White,  who  now  heads 
the  denomination’s  New  York  Area,  was 
executive  producer  on  the  United 
Methodist  Television,  Radio  and  Film 
Commission  crew  that  spent  four  weeks 
at  Casa  View. 

Bishop  White  said  Casa  View  was  cho¬ 
sen  for  the  55-minute  film,  “These  Four 
Cozy  Walls,”  because  its  laity  took  on  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  initiating,  participating  in 
and  articulating  the  congregation’s  Chris¬ 
tian  discipleship  in  the  community.  Evan¬ 
gelism,  he  said,  was  not  clergy  dominated. 

Mr.  Bailey  sees  expertise  in  lay  lead¬ 
ership  as  the  main  difference  between 
Casa  View  UMC  of  1967  and  1987. 

“We  had  some  strong  leadership  at 
that  time,”  he  said.  “When  I  presented 
things  to  the  administrative  council  or 
the  planning  committee,  those  people 
were  strong  and  acted,  and  they  knew 
the  directions  to  go. 

“But  I  think  we  have  much  stronger 
lay  leadership  now.  We  have  so  many 
people  who  have  commitments  and  who 
understand  what’s  going  on  in  society 
and  who  have  a  theological  grounding 
far  beyond  what  they  had  then.” 

Civil  rights  was  ’68  issue 

When  the  film  was  made,  issues  beset¬ 
ting  the  congregation  centered  around 
civil  rights  and  education. 

One  principal  theme  was  the  presence 
on  the  Casa  View  staff  of  a  black  asso¬ 
ciate  minister  whose  wife  was  white. 

Other  topics  included  the  church’s  out¬ 
reach  into  inner-city  neighborhoods,  spe¬ 
cifically  a  sharing  program  involving 


Casa  View  children  and  those  from  a 
predominantly  black  UM  church. 

Casa  View’s  commitment  to  being  the 
church  brought  disappointments.  From 
1963  to  1965,  about  500  people  left  the 
congregation  because  of  its  liberal 
stance  on  racial  issues.  Because  of  this 
exodus,  detailed  plans  for  a  large  new 
building  had  to  be  scrapped. 

Mr.  Bailey  said  most  tensions  withip 
the  church  had  been  worked  out  before 
the  national  film  crew  spent  nearly  a 
month  there,  but  two  or  three  more  fam¬ 
ilies  left  while  the  movie  was  being 
made  because  of  the  interracial  mar¬ 
riage  issue  that  came  up. 

Other  concerns  today 

Today,  Casa  View’s  Outreach  Commit¬ 
tee  chair,  Sharon  Kidd,  defines  her  com¬ 
mittee’s  goals  as  dealing  mainly  with 
housing,  nuclear  weapons  and  Central 
American  issues. 

The  church  defines  its  mission  through 
such  programs  as  outreach  to  the  Calva¬ 
ry  Arms  Community,  a  low-income 
apartment  building  in  Dallas,  she  said. 
Calvary  Arms  residents  have  formed  a 
group  to  help  themselves,  and  Casa  View 
members  provide  assistance  when 
needed. 

Topical  classes,  like  current  ones  on 
the  nuclear  threat  and  on  Central  Ameri¬ 
ca/sanctuary  issues,  are  typically  start¬ 
ed  in  response  to  several  members’ 
personal  concerns,  Ms.  Kidd  said. 

Members  of  Casa  View  participate  in 
peace  groups  outside  the  church  and 
have  attended  nuclear  arms  conferences 
in  the  city. 

A  couple  of  years  ago  members  made 
a  trip  to  Central  America  to  study  the 
situation  there  and  develop  a  strategy 
for  the  church’s  participation. 

"We’re  not  jumping  on  just  any  band¬ 
wagon  that  will  make  us  feel  like  we’re 
doing  something,”  Ms.  Kidd  said,  “even 
though  there  is  a  great  deal  of  pressure 
to  do  that  at  times. 

“Sometimes  it  feels  like  we’re  discuss¬ 
ing  and  studying  too  much,  and  people 
get  a  little  antsy  and  want  to  press  it,  but 
I’ve  seen  some  great  decisions  through 
the  years,  and  I  really  think  that  does 
come  from  serious  study.” 

Ms.  Major  is  a  free-lance  writer  in  Dallas. 


the  church  today 


But  early-December  visits  with  fam¬ 
ilies  of  both  victims  proved  to  be  a  “heal¬ 
ing  ministry,”  said  the  president  of  the 
500,000-member  church  in  West  Africa. 

“The  families  healed  me  in  their  ap¬ 
proach  to  me,”  he  said.  “It  was  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  all  the  members  of  the  family. 
There  was  no  bitterness  about  its  hap¬ 
pening  in  Ghana.  They  said  it  could  have 
happened  in  America,  too.” 

Honesty  a  problem 

Dr.  Stephens  said  Ghana’s  head  of 
state,  President  Jerry  Rawlings,  person¬ 
ally  became  involved  in  the  accident 
case.  The  president  ordered  police  to 
find  out  why  the  truck  that  struck  the 
Americans’  van  had  been  allowed 
through  road  checkpoints  with  only  one 
working  headlight. 

The  missing  headlight  was  considered 
a  contributing  factor  in  the  accident. 

Allowing  the  truck  through  may  have 
been  the  result  of  negligence  or  perhaps 
corruption  such  as  bribes,  Dr.  Stephens 
said,  adding,  “It  happens  often”  in  Ghana. 

Corruption  and  issues  of  honesty  are  a 
major  impediment  to  development  in 
Ghana  as  in  many  African  nations,  he  ac¬ 
knowledged. 

Unfortunately,  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  Christians  is  not  necessarily 
improving  the  situation,  he  said. 

“There  are  certain  things  you’d  expect 
of  Christians  that  are  dashed  to  pieces  on 
some  of  these  values  like  honesty.  For  in¬ 
stance,  after  a  recent  stealing  binge  in 
one  part  of  our  country,  we  found  that 
maybe  80  percent  of  the  people  involved 
were  Christians. 

“The  question  is  how  far  do  they  ex¬ 
tend  their  Christianity  into  their  busi¬ 
ness,  the  community  and  their  family? 

“We  are  trying  to  make  this  more  a 
part  of  our  evangelism,”  Dr.  Stephens 
said. 


Bishop  believes  pastor 
innocent  despite  court 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— United  Methodist 
Bishop  C.  Dale  White  says  he  believes 
the  Rev.  Nathaniel  Grady  is  innocent,  de¬ 
spite  a  New  York  appellate  court’s  refus¬ 
al  to  overturn  the  minister’s  conviction 
on  child  sexual  abuse  charges. 

Bishop  White,  head  of  the  church’s 
246,000-member  New  York  Area,  issued 
his  strongest  public  declaration  to  date 
in  support  of  Mr.  Grady’s  innocence  in  a 
message  sent  to  clergy  of  the  New  York 
Annual  Conference. 

Mr.  Grady,  49,  a  member  of  the  con¬ 
ference  and  a  pastor  of  United  Methodist 
congregations  for  more  than  20  years, 
was  convicted  in  April  by  a  Bronx  court 
of  sexually  abusing  five  young  children 
at  a  day-care  center  in  a  church  where 
was  pastor  for  a  year.  He  was  sentenced 
to  15-45  years  in  prison. 

Former  AME  Church  employees 
charge  sexual  harassment 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)— Three  former 
employees  of  an  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  agency,  in  a  suit  filed  in  a 
Nashville  court,  charged  they  were  vic¬ 
tims  of  sexual  harassment,  the  “Nash¬ 
ville  Tennessean”  reported  recently. 

The  three  women  worked  for  the 
church’s  Sunday  School  Union  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  They  have  filed  a  suit  claiming  that 
they  were  demoted,  transferred  or  fired 
from  their  jobs  at  the  agency  of  the  2.2- 
million  member  denomination  when  they 
“refused  to  yield  to  the  sexual  harass¬ 
ment.” 

Meese  to  headline  national 
evangelicals’  convention 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— U.S.  Attorney 
General  Edwin  Meese  heads  the  list  of 
speakers  for  the  annual  convention  of 
the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals 
March  3-5  in  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Mr.  Meese,  a  Lutheran  layman,  will 
speak  at  a  session  honoring  the  bicenten¬ 
nial  of  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

The  association,  based  in  Wheaton,  Ill., 


CLAS 

,IFIED  -  . 

DIRECTOR  of  Youth  Ministries,  First  United 

Methodist  Church,  Albany,  GA:  Large,  downtown 
church  with  growing  youth  ministry.  Experience  re¬ 
quired.  Ministry  includes  Bible  studies,  choir  tours 
(home  and  abroad),  tent  camping,  Colorado  ski  trips, 
leadership  development,  interpersonal  relationships. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Dr.  John  El  Hor¬ 
ton,  Jr.,  P.O.  Box  334,  Albany,  GA  31702. 

USED  BOOKS:  Monthly  list  with  hundreds  of  bar¬ 

gains  in  used  religious  books.  The  Rare  Page,  P.O. 
Box  1785,  Bristol,  TN  37620. 

BUSINESS  MANAGER:  Extensive  experience  in 

finance,  logistics,  maintenance  and  personnel  ac¬ 
quired  in  hospital,  computer,  banking  industries. 
Excellent  communicative,  quantitative  skills. 
Team  player  (seek  solutions,  not  scapegoats).  Mov- 
ing  expenses  mine.  BA,  MBA  (Finance)  in  pro¬ 
gress.  Summitt  Wilson,  1905  Gainsboro  Rd., 
Rockville,  MD  20851.  Work:  (703)  684-0330. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Music  for  a  1500-mem¬ 
ber  congregation.  Must  be  capable  of  honing  a  com¬ 
prehensive  existing  program  consisting  of  children, 
youth,  and  adult  vocal  choirs  as  well  as  bell  choirs. 
Ability  to  develop  extensive  reserve  of  talent  impor¬ 
tant.  Prefer  individual  in  center  of  career  path.  Sala¬ 
ry  commensurate  with  experience  ana  training. 
Send  resume  and  salary  requirements  to  Glenn  Tay- 
lor.  Chairman,  Search  Committee,  201  East  Fourth 
Street,  Owensboro,  KY  42301  by  February  1. 

GRETNA,  LA.  UMC  seeking  full-time  DCE  respon¬ 
sible  for  entire  educational  program,  850  member 
church.  Degree  Christian  Education,  experience 
required.  Salary  negotiable.  Resumes  to  Robert 
Williams,  2121  Gibson  Street,  Gretna,  LA  70056. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education.  Position 
available,  FUMC,  Ocala,  FL.  2500  members.  Cre- 
ative,  innovative  person  with  program  skills.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
FUMC,  1126  East  Silver  Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala,  FL 
32670,  Attn:  Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee. 

NEED  MONEY  FOR  COLLEGE?  We  help  find 
sources  you  never  thought  of.  Higher  Education 
Resource  Services  (800)  872-1221  (ext.  6089)  Box 
455,  Manor,  PA  15665. 

DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education/Programming 
and  Ministries.  Experience  desired,  with  emphasis 
in  Youth  Ministries.  Hospitalization  insurance  and 
continuing  education  benefits.  Send  resume  to: 
Rev.  Eugene  Barbour,  645  East  High  Street,  Lex¬ 
ington,  KY  40502.  Phone:  (606)  266-1701. 

DIRECTOR/Minister  of  family  life  and  youth.  Me¬ 

morial  Drive  United  Methodist  Church  (8,000)  mem¬ 
bers).  Experience  in  Youth  Ministries  required.  Will 
oversee  programming  of  Family  Life  Center  and 
the  total  youth  program  with  direct  responsibility 
of  Senior  High  Ministries.  Will  coordinate  staff  of 
five  in  these  areas.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume, 
picture,  and  brief  statement  concerning  philosophy 
of  youth  ministry  to  Dr.  Jerry  F,  House,  12955  Me¬ 
morial  Drive,  Houston,  TX  77079. 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  for  Associate  Minister 
with  responsibility  for  singles  and  program,  1,000- 
member  church.  Send  photo  and  resume  to  Red 
Bank  United  Methodist  Church,  3800  Dayton  Blvd., 
Chattanooga,  TN  37415. 

WANTED:  Full-time  Youth  Pastor  at  Christ-cen- 
tered,  Bible-based,  evangelical  UMC  In  Central  Cal- 
ifomia.  More  than  100  youth  in  present  program. 
Three  years  full-time  experience  as  youth  pastor 
required.  Salary  range  818,000  -  827,000.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  request  brochure  from  First  UMC,  627 
"B"  St.,  Yuba  City,  CA  95991.  (916)  673-5858. 

500-member  UM  church  in  southeastern  Indiana 
(near  Cincinnati)  seeks  full-time  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  Director.  Apply  to  Dearborn  Hills  United 
Methodist  Church,  Box  159-C,  Route  2,  Lawrence- 
burg,  IN  47025  (812)  637-3993. 

represents  evangelicals  from  more  than 
75  Protestant  denominations. 

Other  headlined  speakers  include  the 
Rev.  Richard  Halverson,  chaplain  of  the 
U.S.  Senate,  U.S.  Sen.  Mark  Hatfield,  R- 
Ore.;  the  Rev.  Pat  Robertson,  religious 
broadcasting  executive  and  U.S.  presi¬ 
dential  hopeful;  and  Anthony  Campolo, 
evangelical  writer  and  teacher. 

Illinois  seminary  seeks  to  fund 
Marjorie  Matthews  scholarship 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— A  scholarship  fund 
to  honor  the  late  Bishop  Marjorie  Swank 
Matthews  is  being  planned  at  UM-relat¬ 
ed  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary. 

The  fund  is  to  assist  women  in  prepa¬ 
ration  for  Christian  ministry. 

Bishop  Matthews,  the  first  woman 
elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  taught  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Seminary  as  bishop  in  resi¬ 
dence  and  visiting  professor  of  Old 
Testament. 

Contributions  may  be  made  to  the 
Bishop  Marjorie  S.  Matthews  Endowed 
Scholarship  Fund,  Garrett-Evangelical 
Seminary,  2121  Sheridan  Rd.  Evanston, 
Ill.  60201. 

Historic  black  church  closed 
after  building  dangers  found 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)-One  of  the  old¬ 
est  black  churches  in  Washington  was 
closed  Dec.  15  after  an  inspector  found 
that  construction  next  door  had  created 
dangerous  conditions. 

The  west  wall  of  the  landmark  Metros 
politan  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  found  unsafe  by  a  district  in¬ 
spector,  according  to  a  story  in  the 
“Washington  Post.”  The  wall,  which  has 
had  cracks  for  six  months,  has  shifted; 
and  it  is  feared  that  it  will  collapse. 

The  construction  next  to  the  church, 
which  will  be  the  new  headquarters  for 
the  American  Chemical  Society,  has 
stopped.  Chemical  Society  engineers 
have  also  been  monitoring  the  site,  and 
the  association  has  agreed  to  pay  for  any 
damage,  according  to  the  press  report. 
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DOERS,  AND  NOT  HEARERS  ONLY 


The  District  Superintendents  Tell  Their  Story 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
Rev.  George  Duerson, 
Superintendent 

The  Alexandria 
|  District  will  not 
jjshow  a  gain  in 
I  members  this  year 
|  because  several  of 
pour  churches  have 
had  to  lower  their 
'  v,y  membership  due  to 
an  audit  of  their 
rolls.  Most  of  our 
churches  now  have 
Rev.  Duerson  an  accurate  roll 
and  should  show  an  increase  in  the  fu¬ 
ture. 

All  of  our  churches  will  be  striving  for 
an  increase  in  membership  for  the  com¬ 
ing  year.  Many  will  be  doing  a  census  in 
the  community  to  discover  prospects. 

The  crucial  importance  of  Sunday 
School  was  stressed  in  each  of  our 
Charge  Conferences.  Not  only  is  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  a  major  resource  in  evange¬ 
lism;  it  is  also  essential  for  the  spiritual 
growth  of  our  members.  Some  of  our 
churches  with  very  small  memberships 
have  an  active  Sunday  School  program. 
No  church  should  be  without  one. 

The  churches  in  the  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  are  very  faithful  in  paying  their 
Conference  and  District  claims.  Al¬ 
though  the  bad  economic  condition  of  our 
state  has  affected  all  of  us,  the  commit¬ 
ment  of  our  people  remains  strong.  If  the 
Conference  and  District  expenses  do  not 
increase  substantially,  most  of  our 
churches  will  maintain  financial  stabil¬ 
ity. 

The  adoption  of  the  building  program 
and  a  strong  increase  in  Sunday  School 
attendance  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Pineville  has  been  the  out¬ 
standing  accomplishment  in  our  District 
in  1986.  The  church  is  growing  both  nu¬ 
merically  and  in  its  outreach  ministries. 

My  word  of  hope  to  the  people  in  the 
.  Alexandria  District  is  that  every  church 
can  be  a  growing  church.  Every  church 
can  grow  spiritually  and  every  church 
can  grow  in  its  outreach  to  others.  With 
spiritual  growth  and  growth  in  outreach, 
numerical  growth  will  be  inevitable. 

BATON  ROUGE/HAMMOND 
DISTRICT 

Rev.  Don  Hall,  Superintendent 

The  Baton  Rouge/ 
I  Hammond  District 
comes  to  the  close 
1  of  the  year  1986 
with  due  cause  for 
I  reflection  about 
I  where  we  have 
I  been.  However,  we 
approach  1987  with 
a  sense  of  hope  that 
encompasses  both 
Rev.  Hall  caution  and  com¬ 
mitment.  This,  we  believe,  is  a  healthy 
state  for  the  District. 

At  this  time  of  year  we  consider  the 
"State  of  The  Church”  in  terms  of  what 
is  occurring  in  membership  trends.  As  of 
Charge  Conference  dates,  our  statistics 
would  indicate  that  we  should  show  a  net 
gain  in  membership  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  While  the  economy  and  uncertain 
times  have  created  some  shifts  in  popu¬ 
lation,  we  note  the  small  town  and  rural 
churches  holding  their  own,  some  inner 
city  churches  declining,  and  urban 
churches  continuing  to  have  slow  but 
steady  growth. 

The  clergy  and  their  churches  have 
benefited  greatly  by  the  Conference  Con¬ 
tinuing  Education  events.  Added  or  im¬ 
proved  skills  in  time  management,  use  of 
volunteers,  administration,  evangelism, 
and  mission  education  have  enhanced  the 
work  of  our  clergy  and  the  life  of  the 
churches  where  they  minister.  Addition¬ 
al  training  opportunities  provided  by  the 
District  have  been:  Lay  Speakers  Train¬ 
ing  (both  basic  and  advanced);  My  Job 
Training  for  local  church  officials;  Vaca¬ 
tion  Church  School  Workshop;  Lab  I  for 
reclaiming  inactive  members;  and  Ken 
Callahan  in  a  workshop  for  clergy. 

Efforts  at  Sunday  School  revitalization 
have  been  productive.  The  emphasis 
upon  new  classes  and  adult  Bible  study 
has  had  a  healthy  effect  upon  our  Sunday 
Schools.  We  have  seen  new  classes  orga¬ 
nized  and  have  noted  several  of  the  small 
membership  churches  reestablishing 
classes  and  providing  more  graded  set¬ 
tings  for  children.  Urban  churches  seem 
to  have  used  the  Trinity  Bible  Series  the 
most,  but  many  of  the  small  town  and  ru¬ 
ral  churches  have  engaged  in  other  spe¬ 
cial  Bible  studies.  There  is  a  renewed 
interest  in  Sunday  School,  and  a  recogni¬ 
tion  that  it  is  vitally  important  to  the  to¬ 
tal  life  of  the  church.  The  range  of  this 
effect  is  from  Pine  Ridge  in  the  rural 
setting,  St.  Francisville  in  the  small  town 
category,  and  Broadmoor  in  Baton 
Rouge  as  a  large  membership  church 
which  has  experienced  considerable 
growth  in  new  classes  and  Sunday  School 
attendance. 


The  church  as  the  scattered  communi¬ 
ty  of  believers  must  assemble  in  build¬ 
ings  for  nurture  and  praise.  Therefore, 
some  mention  should  be  made  of  the 
church  as  a  physical  facility.  The  im¬ 
provement  to  the  external  appearance  of 
Jackson  Chapel  in  Zachary  is  tremen¬ 
dous;  the  renovation  of  the  sanctuaries  of 
Carpenter’s  Chapel  and  Kentwood  pro¬ 
vide  a  beautiful  setting  for  Word,  Order 
and  Sacrament;  the  new  Education 
Building  at  St.  Andrews  better  accom¬ 
modates  that  young  and  growing  congre¬ 
gation;  and  the  new  parsonage  at 
Zachary  First  Church  comfortably 
houses  the  pastor  and  family.  Ground¬ 
breaking  at  Bluff  Creek  to  build  a  new 
sanctuary  lost  by  fire,  and  an  education¬ 
al  facility  at  St.  Johns  are  exciting.  On 
the  drawing  board  are  an  enlargement  of 
the  Broadmoor  sanctuary,  the  building 
of  educational  facilities  by  Greensburg, 
St.  Luke’s,  Baton  Rouge  and  Jefferson 
are  a  part  of  the  dreams  and  plans  for 
growth  in  1987.  Lorranger  and  Roberts 
(Denham  Springs)  both  paid  off  indebted¬ 
ness  well  in  advance  and  their  sanctuar¬ 
ies  were  dedicated.  All  across  the 
District  improvements  to  facilities  can 
be  noted  (not  all  are  mentioned). 

Camp  Istrouma  is  jointly  owned  by  the 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond,  Baton  Rouge/ 
Lafayette,  New  Orleans/Houma  and 
New  Orleans/Slidell  Districts.  David 
Brignac  has  become  the  new  director. 
New  bedding  has  been  placed  in  all  cab¬ 
ins,  safety  conditions  improved  by  some 
new  wiring,  the  swimming  pool  filter 
system  has  been  updated,  and  a  designat¬ 
ed  camp  fire  area  was  established.  The 
Camp  serves  effectively. 

Lay  Leadership  in  the  district  contin¬ 
ues  to  be  exceedingly  strong  with  the 
naming  of  Weldon  Averrette  as  District 
Lay  Leader. 

Financially  there  is  concern,  but  the 
strength  of  our  commitment  sees  us  in 
good  posture  to  address  the  churches 
W8K1?  Ir* 

The  "signs  of  the  times”  in  the  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  District  are:  (1)  a 
strong  membership  in  the  local  churches 
committed  to  growth;  (2)  lay  leadership 
that  is  open,  innovative  and  committed; 
(3)  clergy  who  have  the  spirit,  gifts,  and 
graces  to  involve  the  church  in  mission, 
outreach  and  worship;  and  (4)  physical 
facilities  and  financial  resources  to  do 
everything  we  truly  believe  to  be  impor¬ 
tant  for  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  the  per¬ 
sons  to  whom  the  church  ministers. 

BATON  ROUGE/ 
LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 
Dr.  Kirby  A.  Vining, 
Superintendent 

“It  was  the  best 
of  times,  it  was  the 
worst  of  times  ...  it 
was  the  spring  of 
hope,  it  was  the 
winter  of  despair 
So  wrote 
Charles  Dickens  in 
I  that  classic  novel, 
A  Tale  of  Two  Cit- 
_|  ies. 

Dr.  Vining  In  some  respects 
this  was  true  for  the  Baton  Rouge/La¬ 
fayette  District  in  this  past  year.  The 
year  1986  continued  to  be  a  time  of  tran¬ 
sition,  of  economic  decline  and  instabil¬ 
ity,  and  of  high  unemployment,  but  it 
was  also  a  time  of  re-grouping,  of  re¬ 
evaluating  strengths  and  goals,  and  of 
genuine  renewal  of  faith  and  hope  in  the 
churches. 

It  was  the  worst  of  times  in  many  of 
our  churches  when  so  many  faithful  par¬ 
ticipants,  generous  supporters,  and 
strong  leaders  were  transferred  by  their 
employers,  or  were  forced  to  re-locate, 
to  other  places  and  often  to  other  jobs. 
Their  departure  created  a  vacuum  in 
leadership  and  a  severe  loss  in  economic 
support.  It  was  the  worst  of  times  as 
faithful  members  moved  away,  creating 
losses  in  church  and  church  school  mem¬ 
berships. 

It  was  the  best  of  times,  however, 
when  in  this  time  of  transition  those  who 
remained  found  new  life  and  new  spirit 
and  new  commitment  and  brought  sta¬ 
bility  to  their  churches.  Many  people 
made  a  new  commitment  to  evangelism. 
As  a  result  of  this  renewed  evangelistic 
spirit  the  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict,  at  the  close  of  the  Charge  Confer¬ 
ences,  is  showing  a  net  gain  in 
membership.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the 
gains  reflected  in  the  records  of  the 
churches  that  have  been  hit  the  hardest 
by  the  transfer  of  their  people  to  other 
cities  or  other  states. 

It  was  the  best  of  times  when  others 
stepped  forward  and  offered  themselves 
for  positions  of  leadership  responsibil¬ 
ities  in  the  church. 

It  was  the  best  of  times  when  others 
became  sacrificial  and  generous  in  their 
financial  support,  and  genuine  Christian 
stewardship  was  practiced.  Increased  fi¬ 
nancial  support  indicates  that  our  dis¬ 


Editor’s  Note:  The  nine  district  superintendents  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  were  asked  to  answer  six  questions  about  the  "state  of  the  districts" 
and  their  plans  for  1987.  The  questions  were  as  follows: 

1. )  Why,  in  your  opinion,  has  your  district  gained/lost  members? 

2. )  What  are  your  district’s  goals  in  church  growth/evangelism  for  1987? 

3. )  What  vital  role  does  the  Sunday  School  play  in  your  district? 

4. )  What  does  the  financial  structure  of  the  churches  in  your  district  indi¬ 

cate  for  1987? 

5. )  What  was  the  most  exciting  accomplishment  of  your  district  in  1986? 

6. )  What  "word  of  hope"  would  you  give  to  the  people  of  your  district  for 

1987? 

Answers  from  each  District  Superintendent  will  be  found  on  this  page. 


trict  will  again  have  a  high  percentage 
of  payment  to  Conference  and  District 
apportionments.  Our  people  in  our 
churches  are  to  be  commended.  In  fact, 
several  pastors  are  reporting  increases 
in  pledge  commitments  in  their  churches 
for  1987,  and  this  is  also  from  churches 
that  are  in  areas  that  have  been  the  most 
economically  depressed  in  1986. 

In  the  face  of  difficult  times  and  cir¬ 
cumstances,  the  people  of  faith  in  this 
district  resolved  not  to  settle  in  “the  win¬ 
ter  of  despair”  but  to  walk  in  faith  in 
"the  spring  of  hope.” 

This  district  has  been  able  to  reflect  a 
net  gain  in  membership,  as  of  the  close 
of  Charge  Conferences,  because  of  a  re¬ 
newed  commitment  to  evangelism.  No 
longer  is  it  assumed  that  there  will  be  a 
great  influx  of  new  people  and  this  will 
mean  new  members.  The  employment 
picture  and  job  opportunities  indicate 
that  this  kind  of  growth  will  be  slow  in 
returning.  Now  the  evangelistic  concerns 
are  for  the  unchurched  who  have  been  in 
the  community  all  the  while,  but  were 
just  overlooked  while  the  attention  was 
given  to  the  newcomers.  This  new 
awareness  and  direction  accounts  for  the 
growth  in  the  district,  and  for  enabling 
some  of  our  churches  to  hold  their  own  in 
membership.  All  of  the  churches  in  the 
district  have  goals  for  membership 

The  outlook  for  1987  also  indicates  a 
more  stable  financial  picture  in  most  of 
our  churches.  Increased  pledges,  broader 
support  bases,  and  a  more  generous  spir¬ 
it  of  stewardship  are  all  reported  as  the 
new  year  approaches. 

The  most  exciting  accomplishments  of 
1986  have  been  the  strong,  clear  witness 
of  faith  in  the  face  of  difficult  times,  the 
signs  of  growth  instead  of  great  losses, 
and  the  strengthening  of  stewardship 
commitments  that  have  enabled  the 
Church  to  continue  her  vital  ministries  in 
meaningful  ways  to  people. 

For  1987  there  are  two  words  of  hope 
that  I  would  share  with  my  people  in  this 
district.  The  first  word  is  that  word  that 
has  been  leaping  out  at  us  in  these  recent 
days  of  Advent  and  Christmas.  It  is  "Em¬ 
manuel  . . .  God  is  with  us!”  In  our  indi¬ 
vidual  lives,  in  our  families,  in  our 
churches,  in  our  world  . . .  God  is  with  us! 
The  second  word  is  found  in  The  Order 
for  Confirmation  and  Reception  into  the 
Church.  It  declares:  “The  Church  is  of 
God,  and  will  be  preserved  to  the  end  of 
time ...” 

Take  heart,  dear  people!  God  is  with 
us,  and  His  Church  is  here  to  stay! 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith, 
Superintendent 

1  In  the  worst  of 
times  the  church, 
historically  speak- 
ling,  has  always 
j  projected  a  healthy 
|  and  vibrant  self- 
I  image.  Though  se- 
Iverely  persecuted 
I  by  the  Roman  em- 
^Iperor  Nero,  first 

_ i  A  \  IH|  century  Christians 

Dr.  Smith  increased  in  num¬ 
ber  with  remarkable  rapidity.  Commu¬ 
nist  invaders  from  the  North  really 
intended  to  destroy  the  Korean  Christian 
Church.  But  their  efforts  succeeded  only 
in  fanning  into  flame  the  evangelistic 
zeal.  The  Korean  Church  is  today  the 
fastest  growing  church  in  the  world. 

While  the  growth  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Southwest  Louisi¬ 
ana  is  not  nearly  so  dramatic,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Southwest  Louisi¬ 
ana  is  —  in  my  judgment  —  following 
the  pattern  set  by  our  forebears.  The 
economy  is  severely  depressed  and  oil 
related  industries  have  either  cut  back 
drastically  or  given  way  to  bankruptcy; 
farmers  and  their  various  support  sys¬ 
tems  are  struggling  valiantly  just  to 
keep  themselves  solvent.  All  too  many 
have  lost  their  land,  their  homes  and 
their  businesses.  The  impact  has  been 
devastating.  350  Homes  are  for  sale  in 
Eunice  alone.  And  this  is  just  an  exam¬ 
ple. 

Still  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Lake  Charles  District  is  alive  and 
well.  Signs  of  encouragement  abound: 
Giving  for  all  purposes  shows  an  in¬ 
crease  over  the  same  period  last  year; 
Church  School  &  Worship  attendance  is 


up  and  in  a  few  places  is  up  significantly; 
Membership  Loss  is  significantly  less 
than  was  reported  a  year  ago;  Improve¬ 
ments  at  the  District  Camp  have  made  it 
one  of  the  finest  such  facilities  in  the 
state;  two  New  Churches  —  Moss  Bluff 
and  Squyres  —  have  been  completed  and 
dedicated;  two  new  Family  Life  Centers 
—  Henning  Memorial  in  Sulphur  and 
Westlake  have  been  built  and  consecrat¬ 
ed;  a  New  Korean  Church  in  Ft.  Polk 
Area  has  been  organized;  Leesville, 
First,  Iowa,  Lake  Arthur,  Crowley,  First, 
and  Westlake  Charles  have  re-modeled 
their  Worship  facilities;  Parsonages  at 
Cameron,  Warren,  Rayne,  and  Gueydan 
have  received  a  lot  of  special  attention;  a 
new  one  has  been  built  at  DeRidder, 
First;  Crowley,  Trinity  built  a  new 
Church. 

The  attitude  of  our  people  is  hopeful 
and  Charge  Conferences  reflect  a  deter¬ 
mination  to  close  the  year  with  banners 
flying.  Despite  the  hard  times,  the  Meth¬ 
odists  in  the  Lake  Charles  District  look 
to  the  future  with  resolve.  They  fully  ex¬ 
pect  1987  to  be  the  best  year  yet  in  the 
Life  of  the  Church. 

MONROE  DISTRICT 
Dr.  Byrl  J.  Moreland, 
Superintendent 

There  has  been  a 
^  good  bit  of  careless 
record-keeping  in 
— <  «•.,  the  past,  and  much 

of  our  membership 
loss  is  from  adjust¬ 
ments  when  the 
>1^  names  and  num- 
Mfe  bers  on  church  rolls 
Mm  do  not  match.  We 
Hi  plan  to  be  better 

Dr.  Moreland  stewards  of  sacred 
records  in  1987  and  to  be  more  intention¬ 
al  about  winning  new  members  so  that 
there  will  be  a  gain  next  year. 

The  Sunday  School  program  is  show¬ 
ing  new  vitality.  It  took  us  20  years  to 
get  in  this  predicament,  and  that  will  not 
change  overnight.  Bible  studies,  short¬ 
term  classes  and  an  overall  emphasis 
are  making  a  difference.  They  are  also 
making  a  difference  in  Church  atten¬ 
dance. 

The  crisis  in  agriculture  affects  every 
local  Church  in  Northeast  Louisiana. 
Some  families  have  lost  farms;  everyone 
lives  under  financial  stress  and  this  is  an 
overriding  concern.  In  spite  of  that,  one 
can  sense  a  new  depth  of  commitment. 
Some  of  the  areas  most  devastated  had 
the  best  financial  program  in  years.  I  see 
this  as  an  indication  that  faith  is  most 
meaningful  in  crisis  times. 

"In-Parish  Visits”  the  superintendent 
made  in  local  Churches  was  the  most 
meaningful  and  exciting  event  in  the  dis¬ 
trict. 

The  past  decade  has  been  a  time  of 
great  insecurity  as  people  in  the  Church 
have  felt  pulled  from  one  pole  to  anoth¬ 
er.  We  have  lost  confidence  in  ourselves 
and  in  our  tradition.  I  see  us  coming  out 
of  all  that  and  entering  "a  new  day.”  I 
see  faith  again  reaching  out  to  others,  in¬ 
stead  of  cultivating  "good  feeling.”  I  see 
the  Church  again  achieving  a  new  impor¬ 
tance  in  the  lives  of  individuals  as  we  re- . 
alize  through  the  current  economic  crisis 
that  “things”  never  did  fulfill  needs  or 
dreams,  and  that  the  only  really  lasting 
things  are  eternal. 

NEW  ORLEANS/HOUMA 
DISTRICT 

Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr., 
Superintendent 

The  New  Orleans/ 
Houma  District 
is  showing  a  loss 
primarily  in  the 
Houma,  ^Morgan 
City  and  Berwick 
areas  as  a  direct 
result  of  the  de- 
oJk  pressed 

HL  gas  industry. 

IHBl  Many  United  Meth- 

Dr.  Calvin  odist  families  have 

moved  to  other  areas  of  the  country. 

Our  district’s  goals  in  church  growth/ 
evangelism  are:  (a)  to  increase  the 
membership  by  a  net  gain  of  at  least  100 
new  members  in  our  churches;  (b)  to  pro¬ 
mote  Sunday  School  growth  to  help  per¬ 
sons  become  more  disciplined  in  a 


prayerful  life  through  study  and  witness¬ 
ing;  (c)  to  conduct  evangelistic  cam¬ 
paigns  in  our  churches  to  reclaim 
inactive  members;  (d)  to  help  church 
leaders  to  see  the  needs  with  regard  to 
expansions  and  improvement  of  church 
programs;  and  (e)  to  help  church  leaders 
become  more  informed  and  active  in  the 
work  of  the  District  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries. 

The  Sunday  School  provides  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  and  the  atmosphere  in  and 
through  which  God’s  self -giving  love  can 
be  experienced  through  study.  An  effec¬ 
tive  Sunday  School  will  ensure  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  a  future  church. 

The  financial  structure  of  some  of  the 
churches  may  not  be  sound  in  1987.  The 
size  of  the  labor  force  in  some  areas  con¬ 
tinues  to  decrease  as  hundreds  seek  em¬ 
ployment  elsewhere.  The  increased 
unemployment  and  declining  labor  force 
is  primarily  due  to  the  depressed  oil  and 
gas  industry  in  our  state. 

We  organized  and  conducted  a  success¬ 
ful  District-wide  Advanced  Lay  Speakers 
Course.  We  had  good  attendance  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  New  Orleans  area. 

Even  though  the  facts  of  economic 
hard  times  may  continue  in  1987,  we 
must  not  quit  but  strive  even  more  effec- 
•  tively  to  provide  opportunities  for  out¬ 
reach  and  ministry. 

NEW  ORLEANS/ 
SLIDELL  DISTRICT 
Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway, 
Superintendent 

The  New  Or¬ 
leans/Slidell  Dis¬ 
trict  overall  has 
had  a  gain  of  mem¬ 
bers  because  of 
ministers  like  the 
Reverend  Marta 
Sanfiel  and  congre¬ 
gations  like  the 
Spanish  Ministry  of 
New  Orleans.  Thir- 
Dr.  Caraway  ty-two  new  people 
participate  in  the  church  as  a  result  of 
outreach  into  the  city.  An  11%  net  gain 
was  realized  in  1986,  with  all  new  mem¬ 
bers  received  on  profession  of  faith.  The 
church,  as  a  result,  has  a  new  young 
adult  class  and  young  men’s  soccer 
team. 

The  district’s  goal  in  church  growth 
for  1987  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  local 
churches.  Covington  and  Slidell,  First 
Churches  want  a  net  gain  of  50.  Bethany 
has  set  60,  and  Munholland  has  a  goal  of 
100.  When  these  and  others  work  at  this 
vital  task,  the  district  can  count  on  pro¬ 
viding  its  share  of  the  conference’s 
growth. 

One  example  of  a  vital  Sunday  School 
can  be  seen  in  youth  activities  at  St. 
Timothy  on  the  North  Shore.  As  a  result 
of  Bible  study,  prayer  and  meditation, 
the  youth  have  created  a  Care  Team  to 
enable  them  to  care  for  others.  They  also 
have  participated  in  two  local  work 
camps.  They  have  served  meals  twice  at 
the  Felicity  Soup  Kitchen  and  distributed 
food  through  the  CCC  agency  of  Slidell. 
The  youth  at  St.  Timothy  adopt  local 
families  at  Easter  and  Christmas  and 
have  raised  and  shared  $1,489.60  to  help 
others. 

The  financial  structure  of  the  churches 
in  the  district  is  directly  dependent  upon 
the  quality  of  leadership,  both  clergy  and 
lay.  When  it  can  be  said:  “This  church  is 
alive  and  well.  The  leadership  of  this 
church  is  vocal  about  the  potential  that 
is  here.  This  is  a  good  church.  It  is  mov¬ 
ing  toward  becoming  an  even  greater 
church  because  God  wants  it  and  the 
people  want  it.  Our  best  days  are  ahead.” 
(Dr.  Ted  Standley’s  1986  Pastor's  Re¬ 
port),  I  have  no  doubt  that  financial  obli¬ 
gations  of  such  churches  will  be  met. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  exciting 
accomplishments  of  the  NO/S  District  in 
1986: 

St.  Luke’s  and  Bethany  have  over  forty 
people  participating  in  the  first  phase  of 
the  Bethel  Bible  Study.  Thompson 
Church  fills  its  sanctuary  every  Sunday 
and  plans  to  add  to  and  refurbish  their 
buildings  in  1987.  First  Church,  Poncha- 
toula,  acquired  additional  land  on  which 
to  build  a  new  Family  Life  Center.  Mun¬ 
holland  will  give  approximately  $60,000 
in  second  mile  outreach  in  1986  and 
pledges  more  for  1987. 

St.  Andrew  and  New  Orleans  East  con¬ 
gregations  celebrated  their  merger  with 
Bishop  Underwood  preaching  on  Novem¬ 
ber  20.  This  new  congregation,  called 
Cornerstone  UMC,  will  construct  a  new 
building  in  1987  on  a  marvelous  four  acre 
site. 

For  a  word  of  hope  I  would  give  to  the 
people  of  my  district  the  following  words 
found  in  the  "Covenant”  of  the  Greater 
New  Orleans  Urban  Ministries:  “. . .  to 
carry  forth  the  mission  God  has  given  . . . 
We  share  a  common  vision,  informed  by 
the  unique  histories  and  cultures  of  each 
member  church,  to  answer  Jesus’  call: 
Be  ye  reconciled.” 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 
Dr.  Henry  C.  Blount, 
Superintendent 

I  am  happy  to  re- 
A  \  port  that  the  Rus- 

1  ton  District  gained 

I  f  members  during 

J  1986  due  to  the  in¬ 

tentional  efforts  of 
the  pastors  to  reach 
new  people  for 
Christ  and  His 
Church.  This  came 
from  “knocking  on 

Dr.  Blount  doors”  and  8rass‘ 

roots  evangelism. 

Our  goal  is  to  continue  to  emphasize 
the  importance  of  church  growth,  taking 
community  surveys,  knocking  on  doors, 
and  to  show  a  net  gain  of  a  minimum  of 
100  new  members  for  1987. 

The  Sunday  School  serves  as  the  most 
effective  means  of  reaching  people  for 
Christ  and  The  Church.  We  will  continue 
to  emphasize  small  groups,  Bible  studies, 
and  extended  sessions  of  the  Sunday 
School. 

The  financial  structure  of  the  Ruston 
District  seems  to  be  stable  and  healthy 
at  this  time.  We  have  not  felt  the  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis  as  much  as  other  parts  of 
the  state.  Most  churches  have  given  their 
pastors  a  salary  raise,  and  show  overall 
increases  in  the  operating  budget. 

The  most  exciting  accomplishment 
was  a  gain  in  membership  in  a  district 
where  population  growth  is  at  a  stand¬ 
still.  Next  to  this  would  be  the  million 
dollar  expansion  program  of  the  Trinity 
Church  in  Ruston. 

I  am  proud  of  the  dedicated  ministers 
and  loyal  lay  people  of  the  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict.  So  many  of  our  leaders  are  “Catch¬ 
ing  the  Spirit”  and  this  makes  for  a 
bright  and  promising  future.  We  need  to 
put  yesterday  in  its  place,  anticipate  a 
greater  tomorrow  and  walk  with  Him 
who  continues  to  call  us  into  His  service. 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
Dr.  W.  Odell  Simmons, 
Superintendent 

The  economic 
conditions  affect¬ 
ing  various  sections 
of  our  state  are 
\  ^7  vlv  VM  very  much  in  evi¬ 
dence  in  this  north¬ 
western  area  as 
well.  Yet  in  spite  of 
|  this  influence , 

I  the  seventy-six 
I  churches  of  the 
Dr.  Simmons  Shreveport  District 
are,  for  the  most  part,  experiencing  a 
positive  growth  pattern.  Many  exciting 
things  are  happening! 

Increases  can  be  seen  in  the  areas  of 
both  membership  and  finance  during  the 
1986  year.  Projections  indicate  a  gain  in 
total  membership,  with  a  rise  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  received  on  profession  of 
faith.  This  is  encouraging!  Also  contrib¬ 
uting  to  this  over-all  picture  is  the  con¬ 
tinued  success  of  the  Sunday  school 
emphasis.  Finances  on  both  the  confer¬ 
ence  and  district  level  look  good.  Per¬ 
centage-wise,  more  money  has  been  paid 
in  apportionments,  with  significant  in¬ 
creases  in  local  expenditures  being  the  norm. 
Both  membership  gains  and  financial  sup¬ 
port  should  remain  stable  during  1987. 

Many  of  the  individual  churches  in  the 
Shreveport  District  are  presently  in¬ 
volved,  at  varying  stages,  in  expanding 
their  physical  plants.  Several  of  these 
programs  are  ambitious  in  size  and  all 
reflect  a  healthy  spirit  of  growth  for 
Methodism  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

The  district  has  a  number  of  special 
programs  calendared  for  1987  which  will 
enhance  the  effectiveness  of  the 
churches’  coordinated  ministry.  Two  of 
the  more  significant  ones  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  month  of  March  has  been  desig¬ 
nated  as  a  special  time  for  district¬ 
wide  evangelism.  This  will  begin  with 
a  rally,  Dr.  Barry  Bailey  speaking. 

2.  A  Lay  School  of  Theology  will  begin 
in  February.  This  eight  session  study 
will  be  led  by  Rabbi  Richard  Zionts 
speaking  on  the  Old  Testament  proph¬ 
ets  and  Dr.  Don  Emler  addressing 
church  history. 

The  Shreveport  District  is  looking  to 
the  future  with  the  acquisition  of  proper¬ 
ty  for  new  church  sites.  Dr.  Bill  Long  of 
Sunbelt  Research  Corporation  has  re¬ 
cently  completed  a  comprehensive  study 
of  the  growth  patterns  and  potential 
needs  of  the  vicinity.  It  has  been  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  target  areas  are  just 
north  of  Bossier  City  and  in  the  south- 
central  section  of  Shreveport.  The  pro¬ 
cess  has  begun  to  purchase  property  in 
these  vicinities. 

The  future  for  the  Shreveport  District 
and  the  potential  for  growth  are  signifi¬ 
cant  —  highlighted  here  are  only  a  few 
of  the  major  emphasis.  Our  records  have 
not  always  been  our  best,  but  may  God 
give  us  the  desire  and  the  commitment  to 
meet  the  challenges  as  set  forth  for  1987 ! 
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Editorial 

Poll  on  heaven  amusing,  troubling 


The  “highway  to  heaven"  better  be 
wider  than  the  Bible  indicates  if  it’s  to 
carry  all  the  people  who  believe  they’re 
going  there. 

A  recent  poll  of  religious  attitudes  by 
"USA  Weekend,”  a  nationally  syndicated 
weekly  supplement  to  newspapers,  finds 
that  72  percent  of  Americans  rate  their 
chances  of  going  to  heaven  as  “good-to- 
excellent  " 

The  only  respondent  quoted  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  that  finding  said  that  to  go  to 
heaven,  “‘you  have  to  be  a  good  person, 
someone  who  is  humble  and  doesn’t  just 
do  good  things  to  prove  they’re  good." 

The  survey  results  suggest  that  most 
Americans  believe  they  meet  the  "good¬ 
ness  and  humility"  test. 

We  don’t  know  whether  to  be  more 
troubled  or  amused  by  that  finding.  But 
such  unvarnished  optimism  really  is  not 
surprising. 

Americans  traditionally  have  assumed 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
of  local  church  editions 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
new  readers  from  five  congregations. 
They  include  about  860  member-families 
of  the  Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  (Missouri 
East  Annual  Conference),  600  member- 
families  of  the  Sunnylane  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Del  City,  Okla. 
(Oklahoma  Annual  Conference),  700 
member-families  of  the  St.  Paul’s  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Melbourne,  Fla. 
(Florida  Annual  Conference),  800  mem¬ 
ber-families  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Temple,  Texas 
(Central  Texas  Annual  Conference)  and 
200  member-families  of  the  Faith  United 
Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe,  La. 
(Louisiana  Annual  Conference). 

These  are  the  most  recent  additions  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Reporter.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Cape  Girardeau, 
Del  City,  Melbourne,  Temple  and  West 
Monroe,  we  say,  “‘Welcome.’’  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper  in¬ 
teresting  and  informative.  We  hope  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor,”  "Here  I  Stand"  and 
"My  Witness." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter." 


a  special  relationship  with  God  based  on 
two  questionable  assumptions:  that  we’re 
a  particularly  virtuous  people  and  that 
God  especially  favors  "the  American 
way  of  life." 

Equally  questionable  are  the  glibness 
of  the  poll  itself  and  the  widespread  lack 
of  spiritual  and  moral  realism  that  it  re¬ 
veals.  * 

A  popular  survey  that  asks,  “What  are 
your  chances  of  going  to  heaven?"  im¬ 
plies  that  such  profound  spiritual  con¬ 
cerns  can  be  treated  as  simple 
multiple-choice  questions  on  a  par  with, 
say,  "What  are  the  Bears'  chances  of 
winning  the  Super  Bowl  again?” 

The  question  of  our  eternal  destiny  as 
human  beings  deserves  much  more 
thoughtful  consideration. 

The  poll’s  finding  that  most  people  be¬ 
lieve  they  already  are  sufficiently  "good 
and  humble"  to  go  to  heaven  also  shows  a 
distressing  lack  of  realism  about  the 
struggle  of  human  beings  to  develop  and 
maintain  a  faithful  relationship  with  God. 

It  confirms  what  many  who  hold  a 
Christian  view  of  human  life  have  long 
suspected:  that  large  numbers  of  us 
"think  more  highly  of  ourselves  than  we 
ought  to  think." 

That  includes  a  widespread  propensity 
to  overestimate  our  basic  goodness  and 
to  underestimate  our  capacity  for 
wrongdoing.  Both  miss  the  biblical  in¬ 
sight  that  "all  have  sinned  and  fallen 
short"  of  God's  intention  for  human  life. 

Such  pervasive  pridefulness  is  reflected 
in  the  “I’m  OK,  you're  OK— no  matter 
what”  outlook  that  permeates  our  culture. 
It  feeds  a  deep  sickness  in  our  society:  the 
lack  of  a  realikic  recognition  of  our  poten¬ 
tial  for  sinfulness  alongside  an  equally  real¬ 
istic  view  of  our  potential  for  virtue. 

In  fact,  it  makes  no  sense  to  speak  of 
virtue  if  sin  doesn’t  exist  to  be  avoided  or 
from  which  we  need  to  be  saved. 

None  of  us  can  honestly  account  for  our 
unvirtuous  feelings  and  desires  without 
recognizing  the  reality  of  sin.  If  we  try  to 
ignore  that  reality,  we  will  be  prevented 
from  developing  a  healthy  understanding 
of  both  ourselves  and  others,  including  the 
capacity  to  give  and  receive  forgiveness. 

As  Christians,  we  should  resist  glib  ef¬ 
forts  to  deal  with  profound  spiritual  con¬ 
cerns  and  similarly  shun  unrealistic 
claims  about  human  goodness.  Our  best 
resource  is  the  biblical  witness  to  both  the 
pitfalls  and  promise  of  human  life  and  of 
every  person’s  need  for  God’s  grace. 

Among  other  things,  that  witness  offers 
a  lesson  that  is  true  but  too  often  unheed¬ 
ed:  that  the  way  to  heaven— eternal  life  in 
right  relationship  to  God— is  not  wide  and 
easy  at  all.  Rather,  it  is  a  narrow  way 
that’s  most  likely  to  be  found  by  those  who 
take  up  the  cross  and  follow  Christ. 
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My  Witness 

God  uses  child  to  remind  father 
of  blessings,  misplaced  priorities 


BureotM  of  uc 
fuee  &vb  him 
SOMt  KNOTTY 
TIMBER  TO  WORK 
WITH 


By  LEON  JONES 

"Time  for  prayers,  daddy,"  my  6-year- 
old  son  said. 

I  looked  down  at  the  papers  on  the 
desk  in  our  den.  "I’ve  got  to  have  this 
work  ready  for  my  boss  at  the  bank  by  to¬ 
morrow  morning,  Greg." 

"We  always  say  prayers,  daddy.” 

“Can’t  we  put  it  off  tonight?” 

He  grinned.  "Nope.” 

"OK,”  I  said  resignedly,  following  him 
to  his  bedroom. 

Greg  knelt  beside  his  bed,  bowed  his 
head  reverently.  ““Thank  you  for  this 
WON-DER-F.UL  day,  God,"  he  began, 
stretching  his  arms  dramatically  as  if  he 
could  embrace  the  whole  day.  "Bless 
Mommy  and  Daddy  and  ..."  He  looked 
up  at  me.  "Daddy?” 

"Yes,"  I  said,  my  mind  still  on  the  pa¬ 
pers  strewn  across  my  desk. 

‘Does  God  know  . . .?’ 

"Does  God  know  who  I’m  talking 
about  when  I  say  mommy  and  daddy?” 

"He  knows,  son,"  I  said,  a  note  of  irri¬ 


tation  creeping  into  my  voice. 

"Are  you  sure,  Daddy?" 

I  groaned  inward¬ 
ly.  "I’m  sure.” 

He  thought  for  a 
moment.  “I’ve  got 
it!”  he  blurted  out. 

"If  I  say  ‘God  bless 
Joye  and  Leon,’  then 
He  will  know  who  , 

I’m  talking  about." 

“Good  idea,’’  I  Leon  Jones 
said.  "Now  please  go  ahead  with  your 
prayer.” 

“OK,  Daddy."  He  bowed  his  head 
again."Thank  you  for  this  WON-DER- 
FUL  day,  God.  Bless  me  and  Joye  and 
Leon,  and  help  us  get  a  good  night’s 
sleep.” 

Good,  I  thought.  Now  he’s  getting  on 
with  it. 

‘Bless  everybody  who’s  sick’ 

"Bless  everybody  who’s  sick,  God,”  he 
continued,  "and  bless  everybody  In  our 
church  and  everybody  they  know,  and 
bless  everybody  on  our  block,  and  bless 
Uncle  George  and  Aunt  Mary  and  every¬ 


body  they  know.  And  thank  you  for  giv¬ 
ing  me  a  WON-DER-FUL  daddy.  Amen.” 

As  I  looked  down  at  the  smile  spread¬ 
ing  across  his  face,  I  recalled  that  I  had 
been  taught  all  my  life  that  God  is  pa¬ 
tient  beyond  comprehension. 

I  suddenly  realized  that  I  get  my  prior¬ 
ities  mixed  up  sometimes  and  that  God 
used  my  son  to  remind  me  that  His  pa¬ 
tience  must  run  thin  with  me  now  and 
then. 

The  thought  brought  a  smile  to  my 
lips.  I  pushed  the  papers  on  my  desk 
from  my  mind  and  bowed  my  head.  As  I 
said  my  prayers,  I  thanked  God  for  all 
my  blessings— one  of  which  was  the  pre¬ 
cious  child  kneeling  beside  me. 

“'My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Leon  Jones  is  a  member  of  Decatur 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Deca¬ 
tur,  Ga.  (North  Georgia  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Most  mainline  laypeople  are  ‘fundamentalists’ 


To  the  Editor: 

The  word  ‘“fundamentalist”  has  be¬ 
come  an  epithet  used  more  frequently  by 
intellectual  Christians  and  constantly  by 
secular  humanists  to  undercut  Christians 
holding  traditional  beliefs. 

It  would  appear  that  anyone  who  be¬ 
lieves  Jesus  Christ  is  the  cornerstone  of 
the  church  is  automatically  considered  a 
"fundamentalist.” 

If  that  is  true,  most  mainline  church 
laypeople,  but  apparently  fewer  and  few¬ 
er  clergy,  are  willing  to  carry  that  label. 

Mainline  churches  are  losing  their  ef¬ 
fectiveness,  and  laypeople  by  the  droves 
are  leaving.  Could  it  be,  like  the  church 
of  Laodicia,  the  mainline  churches  are 
being  "spewed  out  of  the  mouth"  of  our 
Lord? 

Dedicated  Christian  laypeople  must 
now  reassert  our  faith  and  bring  back 
the  practice  of  keeping  Jesus  the  Christ 
central  in  our  beliefs. 

We  should  emphasize  his  teaching,  es¬ 
pecially,  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth  and 
the  life;  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father 


but  by  me." 

W.  Eli  McCrorey 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Less  isn’t  better 

To  the  Editor: 

Ruth  C.  Smith  says, “When  churches 
have  communion  every  Sunday,  it  be¬ 
comes  too  common  and  loses  its  real 
meaning"  (see  UMR,  Dec.  19). 

Perhaps  some  analogies  might  place 
the  matter  in  perspective.  Applying  the 
same  reasoning  to  other  meaningful  ac¬ 
tivities  in  our  lives,  we  might  also  say: 

Don’t  tell  your  loved  ones  that  you 
love  them  too  often,  or  it  won’t  be  spe¬ 
cial  anymore.  If  we  worship  every  Sun¬ 
day,  it  will  become  too  routine,  so  let’s 
just  have  worship  once  every  quarter. 

And  don’t  pray  too  often,  or  you  might 
begin  to  take  God  for  granted.  While 
we’re  at  it,  let’s  not  eat  every  day,  since 
something  so  vital  to  our  well-being 
ought  not  to  be  treated  so  casually. 

I  must  say  that  I  have  never  under¬ 
stood  the  attitude  of  many  Christians  re¬ 
garding  the  Lord’s  Supper  that  less  is 


Here  I 

Lay-clergy  team  effort 


Stand 

needed  to  end  decline 


By  STANLEY  H.  PURDUM 

Many  pastors  suffer  from  a  special 
form  of  guilt,  one  induced  by  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  American  Methodism. 

We  are  shepherding  a  church  that  is  in 
the  midst  of  a  severe  membership  de¬ 
cline,  and  we  are  nagged  by  the  feeling 
that  it  is  somehow  our  fault. 

Perhaps  we  don’t  admit  that  very  of¬ 
ten.  We  may  not  have  even  crystalized 
that  thought  in  our  own  minds  very  well. 

But  for  many  of  us,  it  lurks  behind  ev¬ 
ery  poorly  attended  program,  every  can¬ 
celed  meeting  and  every  failed  objective. 

The  guilt  may  have  started  in  our  first 
parish.  When  the  appointment  was  first  of¬ 
fered,  our  district  superintendents  spoke 
of  these  churches  as  “challenges"  and  “op¬ 
portunities,”  and  we  took  that  to  heart. 

We  put  real  effort  into  our  labors 
there  and  dreamed  of  what  these 
churches  could  become.  After  a  few 
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years,  however,  even  though  our  minis¬ 
try  may  have  been  well  received,  we  re¬ 
alized  that  the  churches  had  not  grown 
as  we  had  hoped. 

So  we  accepted  a  change  of  appoint¬ 
ment,  saying,  "Well,  I’ve  probably  done 
about  all  I  can  here.” 

Inwardly  though,  we 
may  have  wondered 
if  that  was  really 
true. 

In  any  case,  later 
appointments  may 
have  been  more  grati- 
fying,  but  by  and 
large,  the  kind  of  nu-  Stanley  Purdum 
merical  responses  we  had  hoped  for  were 
not  forthcoming.  We  experienced  a  vague 
uneasiness  about  that. 

Energy  seldom  doubted 

In  my  own  case,  I  seldom  doubted  that 
I  was  not  putting  enough  energy  into  my 
parishes.  I  knew  I  was  working  hard.  But 
I  wondered  if  I  was  failing  to  put  that  en¬ 
ergy  in  the  right  direction. 

I  began  to  think  that  maybe  I  needed 
more  training.  Certainly  there  has  been 
no  shortage  of  training  opportunities  in 
United  Methodism. 

Since  I  had  never  had  the  experience 
of  being  an  associate  pastor,  I  reasoned 
that  I  was  perhaps  locked  into  my  own 
ways  of  doing  things.  I  sought  out  an  ap¬ 
pointment  as  an  associate  to  a  compe¬ 
tent  and  experienced  senior  pastor. 

I  did  learn  a  lot  of  new  ways  of  func¬ 


tioning  in  the  ministry.  During  that  same 
period  I  entered  a  doctor  of  ministry  de¬ 
gree  program  and  learned  a  lot  more. 

Those  learnings  have  served  me  well. 
But  in  the  end,  I  had  to  face  up  to  the 
church  I  served  with  the  senior  pastor  as 
well  as  my  subsequent  appointment  both 
suffering  from  the  kind  of  malaise  that 
had  afflicted  my  early  parishes. 

It  is  extremely  hard  to  escape  clergy 
guilt.  New  emphases  in  our  denomination 
are  calling  us  to  establish  new  churches 
and  to  phenomenal  membership  growth. 
Whose  fault  will  it  be  if  we  fail  to  reach 
these  goals? 

Regardless  of  whatever  actual  reasons 
may  be  involved,  we  probably  will  not  be 
able  to  avoid  blaming  ourselves. 

Is  guilt  appropriate? 

But  is  such  guilt  appropriate?  Is  it  not 
time  to  face  up  to  our  culture  becoming 
increasingly  apathetic  toward  the  church 
and  to  admit  that  the  failure  of  some  of 
our  programs  does  not  necessarily  re¬ 
flect  a  lack  of  skill,  effort  or  spirituality 
on  our  part? 

A  few  years  ago,  I  participated  in  a 
preaching  seminar  with  several  other  ru¬ 
ral-church  pastors.  Each  of  us  was,  in 
turn,  videotaped  while  preaching  in  an 
actual  service. 

As  we  viewed  those  tapes  together,  I 
was  impressed  with  the  high  quality  of 
the  preaching  I  was  hearing  from  my  fel¬ 
low  pastors. 

Certainly  if  people  would  be  drawn  to 


churches  by  good  preaching,  then  those 
little  country  churches  should  have  been 
full. 

Improving  our  preaching  skills  may 
make  our  services  more  helpful  to  those 
who  attend,  but  it  is  unlikely  that  im¬ 
proved  skills  will  do  much  to  increase 
our  attendance. 

It  is  time  for  pastors  to  stop  blaming 
themselves  for  the  current  membership 
trends.  By  and  large,  the  pastors  I  meet 
are  committed  Christians.  They  are  hard 
working  and  skillful. 

But  studies  have  now  shown  that  lay- 
people  reaching  out  to  others  are  signifi¬ 
cantly  more  effective  in  recruiting  new 
people  than  when  the  pastor  alone  tries 
to  do  so. 

Lay-clergy  cooperation  needed 

It  is  high  time  to  recognize  that  only  a 
clergy-lay  team  effort  has  any  real  chance 
of  reversing  our  membership  slide.  Frank¬ 
ly,  too  many  laypeople  are  leaving  it  all  to 
their  pastors.  And  when  the  desired  result 
does  not  occur,  they  think  the  solution  is  to 
get  another  minister. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  try  to  transfer 
clergy  guilt  to  laypeople.  But  just  as 
members  of  the  clergy  must  do  their 
best,  so  must  the  laity.  We  must  not  let 
each  other  down  when  a  concerted,  mu¬ 
tual  effort  is  needed, 

As  a  pastor,  I  am  willing  to  accept  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  do  my  part  in  the  team  ef¬ 
fort  to  revitalize  our  church  but  not  the 
blame  for  how  we  got  into  this  mess. 


Laity  should  be  district  superintendents 


By  GEORGE  L.  BERRY 

We  are  all  aware  of  the  negative 
membership  trends  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  United  States. 

From  a  membership  high  following 
the  1968  merger  with  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church,  we  have  steadi¬ 
ly  lost  members.  If  we’re  to  reverse  this 
long  decline,  some  bold  decisions  will  be 
required. 

One  such  decision  would  be  to  require 
that  district  superintendents  be  laypeo¬ 
ple  instead  of  clergy, 

There  are  several  reasons  such  change 
should  be  made: 

•  It  is  very  difficult  for  a  clergyperson 
serving  as  a  district  superintendent  to 
make  a  hard  administrative  decision 
about  other  clergypeople.  The  situation 
might  be  reversed  at  a  time  in  the  fu¬ 
ture.  A  layperson  would  not  have  such 
restraints 

•  A  layperson  would  not  be  looking  for 
a  place  to  preach  each  Sunday  but  would 
be  able  to  visit  a  church,  talking  to  mem¬ 
bers  as  well  as  listening  to  the  pastors 
preach.  That  would  permit  the  district 
superintendent  to  get  a  better  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  total  program  of  the  church. 

•A  lay  district  superintendent  could 
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bring  experience  and  training  in  the  area 
of  administration  and  supervision  to  the 
position.  That  is  an 
area  of  expertise 
that  many  present 
superintendents  lack. 

•  A  layperson 
would  not  have  to 
have  an  appointment 
to  a  local  church  fol¬ 
lowing  service  in  this  - 
position.  George  Berry 

•This  plan  would  allow  pastors  to 
serve  in  the  local  church  where  their 
training  could  best  be  used  to  help  people 

This  procedure  might  at  first  glance 
seem  to  be  "off  the  wall."  But  I  feel 
there  must  be  some  hard  decisions  made 
in  the  area  of  accountability  of  both  min¬ 
isters  and  laity  as  we  work  together  in 
the  local  churches. 

This  accountability  relates  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  people  who  accept  Jesus  Christ, 
join  our  church  and  begin  to  grow  in 
their  spiritual  journey.  That  means  the 
entire  church  is  responsible  for  this  out¬ 
reach  in  presenting  Christ  to  the  world. 

As  the  United  Methodist  Church  began, 
presiding  elders  were  designated  to  as- 


better. 

Is  there  really  any  such  thing  as  "too 
often”  when  it  comes  to  celebrating  the 
sacrificial  love  of  Christ  and  the  promise 
of  the  messianic  banquet? 

Holy  Communion  is  the  primary  and 
central  act  of  Christian  faith  and  wor¬ 
ship,  given  to  us  to  draw  us  nearer  to 
Christ  and  therefore  to  one  another.  It  is 
essential  nourishment  for  our  spirits  and 
is  appropriately  celebrated  whenever 
Christians  gather  in  worship! 

Paul  J.  Wiberg 
Dixon,  California 

Communion  is  closeness 

To  the  Editor: 

In  a  Dec.  19  letter  headlined  "Sacra¬ 
ment  used  too  often,”  one  fellow  Chris¬ 
tian  states  that  if  her  church  ever  starts 
having  communion  every  Sunday,  she  is 
leaving. 

It  seems  she  does  not  know  the  signifi¬ 
cance  and  importance  of  receiving  Holy 
Communion.  It  is  the  ultimate  in  close¬ 
ness  to  God  in  public  worship. 

Can  anyone  professing  to  be  a  Chris¬ 
tian  receive  communion  without  first 
getting  as  close  to  God  as  he  or  she 
knows  how  and  confessing  his  or  her  sins 
to  God  and  repenting  of  them? 

If  that  is  what  takes  place,  then  com¬ 
munion  cannot  be  served  too  often.  John 
Wesley  advocated  weekly  communion. 

Emmit  Schrick 
Warrenton,  Missouri 

Stories  provide  insight 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Dec.  12  Reporter’s  carrying  a  lead 
article  based  on  the  firsthand  reports  of 
two  United  Methodist  church  workers 
serving  in  Nicaragua  is  itself  an  Important 
service  to  the  readers  of  the  Reporter. 

The  story  being  backed  up  by  two  ad¬ 
ditional  reports  by  Roy  Howard  Beck, 
also  based  upon  the  firsthand  reports  of 
these  same  two  church  workers,  makes 


it  possible  for  readers  of  the  Reporter  to 
gain  much  needed  insight  into  the  com¬ 
plex  social,  political  and  religious  devel¬ 
opment  taking  place  in  Central  America. 

By  and  large,  church  workers  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America,  whether  they  be  Baptist, 
Mennonite,  Lutheran,  Roman  Catholic  or 
Methodist,  have  consistently  provided 
North  Americans  the  most  reliable  intel¬ 
ligence  available  on  which  to  base  our 
judgments  about  the  situation  In  this  tur¬ 
bulent  part  of  the  world. 

William  R.  Farmer 
Dallas,  Texas 

Why  not  pay  all  students? 

To  the  Editor: 

My  comment  refers  to  the  many  let¬ 
ters  coming  in  about  Southern  Methodist 
University  and  its  football  situation. 

I’m  not  arguing  against  right  and 
wrong  or  obeying  the  rules.  And  I  agree 
that  going  to  college  should  be  primarily 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  an  education. 

But  many  of  the  protesters  are  forget¬ 
ting  one  thing:  In  at  least  five  profession¬ 
al  sports— football,  basketball,  baseball, 
golf  and  tennis— American  universities 
are  the  "minor  leagues”  or  providers  of 
new  personnel  for  American  profession¬ 
al  sports. 

And  American  society  has  accepted 
that. 

In  addition,  the  athletic  departments 
of  all  of  our  universities  send  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  young  men  and  women 
into  the  educational  system  as  "profes¬ 
sional"  coaches. 

Why  shouldn’t  a  young  person  who  is 
going  to  be  a  wonderful  teacher  or  engi¬ 
neer  or  lawyer  receive  a  free  room  or 
use  of  a  car  for  going  to  college? 

Perhaps  we  need  to  rethink  the  whole 
situation  in  a  day  when  a  year’s  college 
expenses  cost  15  to  20  times  what  it  did 
when  I  went  to  school  in  1933-37. 

A.  Otis  Beach 
Topeka,  Kansas 


sist  laypeople  who  had  not  been  trained 
for  the  ministry.  We  might  be  at  a  time 
in  the  life  of  our  church  when  laypeople 
can  provide  leadership  in  supervision 
and  administration  for  the  ministry. 

If  that  could  be  an  option,  we  should  be 
willing  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  idea, 
General  Conference  action  would  be 
required  for  this  change.  It  might  be 
worth  sending  a  petition  to  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  in  St.  Louis. 

We  have  reached  a  time  in  our  church 
when  we  must  be  bold  in  facing  where 
we  are,  or  else  we  will  preside  over  the 
continued  demise  of  our  church. 

" Here  l  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Stanley  H.  Pur¬ 
dum  is  pastor  of  Seybert  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bellevue, 
Ohio  (East  Ohio  Conference).  George  L. 
Berry  is  a  member  of  Leland  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Leland,  Miss. 
(North  Mississippi  Annual  Conference), 
Arty  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


INVEST  IN  IRA’s 


THROUGH  YOUR  UNITED  METHODIST 
DEVELOPMENT  FUND 

Through  your  investment  you  will  receive  the  joy  ol 
having  a  part  in  new  church  growth.  While  you  receive 
a  high  interest  rate  for  yourself,  your  money  makes  low 
interest  loans  to  churches  across  the  United  States. 

United  Methodists  are  joining  together  to  invest  their 
funds  to  produce  satisfying,  spiritual  rewards. 

As  you  build  your  investment  portfolio,  why  not  also 
build  a  church? 


Write  or  cell: 


The  United  Methodlet  Development  Fund 
Suite  320,  475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115 

Tel.  (212)  570-3856 
or 

Tel.  1-800-552-4769  It 
Oul-ol-NY  Stale 
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The  Rev.  Jeff  Smith,  television’s  “Frugal  Gourmet,”  mixes  ingredients  in  preparation  for  his  weekly  telecast. 
The  United  Methodist  minister  is  host  of  a  cooking  program  seen  nationally  on  the  Public  Broadcasting  System. 

Frugal  food  fixer  uses  TV  to  spread 
gourmet  gospel  to  American  homes 
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Racism  infects 
New  York  City, 
clerics  believe 

From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— Christian  and  Jewish 
leaders  cite  the  beating  of  three  black 
men  by  a  gang  of  white  youths  in  the 
Queens  neighborhood  of  Howard  Beach 
as  an  example  of  the  racism  that  still 
pervades  New  York. 

The  Dec.  20  beatings  led  to  the  death 
of  one  black  man,  23-year-old  Michael 
Griffith,  as  he  ran  to  escape. 

The  Rev.  N.J.  L’Heureux  Jr.,  executive 
director  of  the  Queens  Federation  of 
Churches,  said  he  believes  the  families 
and  friends  of  the  youths  responsible  for 
the  attack  “did  not  expect,  intend  nor 
teach  these  white  teen-agers  to  be  vio¬ 
lent  toward  persons  of  other  races.” 

Yet,  he  added,  “It  would  not  surprise 
me  if  derogatory  racial  rhetoric,  jokes 
and  other  expressions  of  a  racist  attitude 
were  tolerated  and,  perhaps,  encouraged 
in  the  home  and  community.  People  act 
on  the  basis  of  their  assumptions.” 

Similarly  the  “Tablet,”  newsweekly  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of  Brooklyn, 
commented  in  an  editorial: 

"A  hateful  gang  chasing  its  victims 
through  the  streets  in  the  early  hours  of 
the  morning  doesn’t  just  happen.  The 
seeds  are  planted  whenever  another  is 
denied  his  or  her  rights  or  respect  as  a 
person,  no  matter  what  the  race  or  color. 
They  grow  when  words  and  attitudes, 
‘jokes’  and  generalities  about  ethnic 
groups  are  left  unchallenged  and  uncor¬ 
rected.” 

The  three  black  men  had  entered  the 
largely  white  neighborhood  when  their 
car  broke  down  nearby.  They  were  beat¬ 
en  and  chased  by  a  gang  of  white  youths. 

Charges  of  murder,  manslaughter  and 
assault  were  brought  against  John  L. 
Lester,  17,  Scott  Kern,  17,  and  Jason  La- 
done,  16,  in  the  attack. 

Those  charges  were  later  dismissed 
when  the  other  two  attack  victims,  Ce¬ 
dric  Sandiford  and  Timothy  Grimes,  re¬ 
fused  to  testify  in  court  on  the  advice  of 
their  attorneys. 

The  white  youths  are  still  charged 
with  reckless  endangerment. 

“This  reprehensible  incident  in  How¬ 
ard  Beach  is  not  an  isolated  occurrence,” 
said  Theodore  Ellenoff,  president  of  the 
American  Jewish  Committee.  “In  recent 
months  other  attacks  on  blacks  have  tak¬ 
en  place  in  every  borough  in  the  city. 

“New  York  has  not  responded  ade¬ 
quately  to  racial  prejudice,  which  often 
leads  to  violence.  We  must  do  more  to 
uproot  hatred.” 

A  week  after  the  incident,  Mayor 
Edward  Koch  found  himself  uncharac¬ 
teristically  welcomed  Dec.  27  at  a  black 
church  and  shouted  down  at  a  white 
church.  He  was  attempting  to  meet  with 
members  of  both  racial  communities  in 
the  wake  of  tensions  stirred  by  the  How¬ 
ard  Beach  incident. 

When  he  addressed  the  congregation  of 
Our  Lady  of  Grace  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Howard  Beach,  the  mayor  said 
that  the  gangs  “don’t  represent  you.” 

But  his  comments  led  Mary  Slater,  a 
member  of  the  congregation,  to  shout, 
“So  why  are  you  here?  We  are  not  a  ra¬ 
cial  community,  but  you  labeled  us.” 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

A  United  Methodist  minister  takes  his 
message  via  television  into  a  lot  of 
American  homes  each  week. 

But  the  Rev.  Jeff  Smith  is  not  trying  to 
compete  with  the  likes  of  the  Revs.  Pat 
Robertson  or  Robert  Schuller. 

Food  is  his  forte.  The  ministerial 
member  of  the  Pacific-Northwest  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  calls  himself  the  “Frugal 
Gourmet.” 

Mr.  Smith,  46,  was  a  chaplain  at  the 
University  of  Puget  Sound  in  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  when  he  became  interested  in 
what  he  calls  "the  meaning  of  the  event 
of  the  table  and  the  concept  of  food  as 
history.” 

He  developed  and  taught  a  course  at 
the  university  called  “Food  as  Sacra¬ 
ment  and  Celebration,”  opened  a  cooking 
school  in  Tacoma  and  then  began  serving 
as  host  for  a  cooking  program  on  KTPS, 
the  local  public  television  station. 

Eventually  the  program  was  picked  up 
by  WTTW  in  Chicago.  That  station  now 
distributes  it  over  the  Public  Broadcasting 
System  to  some  200  stations  nationwide. 

Mr.  Smith  has  also  written  two  best* 
selling  cookbooks. 


In  his  1984  book,  “The  Frugal  Gour¬ 
met,”  Mr.  Smith  wrote,  “The  term  frugal 
does  not  necessarily  mean  ‘cheap.’  It 
means  that  you  use  everything  and  are 
careful  with  your  time  as  well  as  with 
your  food  products.” 

His  second  book  is  called  “The  Frugal 
Gourmet  Cooks  with  Wine.” 

Mr.  Smith  doesn’t  think  United 
Methodists,  traditional  temperance  advo¬ 
cates,  will  be  too  upset  with  his  use  of  al¬ 
cohol  in  cooking. 

He  notes  that  the  wine’s  alcohol  evapo¬ 
rates  in  the  cooking  process  “and  all  that 
is  left  is  flavor,  health,  and  class.” 

Mr.  Smith  has  had  no  less  a  theological 
light  than  the  Chicago  Divinity  School’s 
Martin  Marty  praising  his  latest  effort. 
Dr.  Marty  did  that  in  a  “Christian  Centu¬ 
ry”  column  titled,  “Wine  and  Theology.” 

Readers  can  learn  something  of  bibli¬ 
cal  history  as  well  as  the  culinary  arts  in 
Mr.  Smith’s  books. 

He  has  noted,  “The  history  of  bread 
goes  back  to  the  Jews  wandering  to 
Egypt  in  order  to  search  out  grain  for  a 
starving  people.  . . .  When  the  Jews  fled 
Egypt,  they  left  behind  their  yeast  be¬ 
cause  there  would  not  be  time  to  allow 
the  dough  to  rise  if  they  were  to  be  run¬ 


ning  across  the  desert.” 

And  in  giving  his  recipe  for  "Esau’s  Pot¬ 
tage,”  Mr.  Smith  recalled  the  story  of  the 
hungry  youth  in  the  book  of  Genesis,  and 
commented,  “I  assume  that  must  have 
been  some  dish  of  lentils!  This  is  the  recipe 
that  Esau  gave  me  ...  so  it  is  genuine.” 

Although  the  minister-author-chef  was 
recently  described  in  “TV  Guide”  as 
“television’s  mullah  of  mushrooms,  its 
cardinal  of  cucumbers,  its  rabbi  of  rata- 
touille,”  he  says  of  himself,  “I  am  pri¬ 
marily  a  people  lover,  then  a  food  lover. 

“The  events  of  the  meal,  the  friends 
gathered,  the  family  excited  over  the 
coming  dishes  are  much  more  important 
to  me  than  what  is  on  the  plate.” 

Mr.  Smith  is  not  the  first  Christian- 
cooking  advocate. 

A  popular  cookbook  called  “Supper  of 
the  Lamb”  was  written  in  the  early  1970s 
by  the  Rev.  Robert  Farrar  Capon,  an 
Episcopal  priest. 

And  Graham  Kerr,  the  “Galloping 
Gourmet”  of  the  1970s,  wrote  a  book 
called  “The  New  Seasoning.”  It  de¬ 
scribed  the  spiritual  attitude  he  devel¬ 
oped  toward  cooking  and  meal 
preparation  after  he  became  ‘‘born 
again”  in  1974. 


From  Religious  News  Service 

Nine  religious  figures  made  the  end- 
of-year  honoree  lists  of  “People,”  "Good 
Housekeeping”  and  “Ms.”  magazines. 

The  Rev.  Pat  Robertson,  the  religious 
broadcaster  and  presidential  hopeful,  has 
been  named  one  of  "People”  magazine’s 
“25  Most  Intriguing  People  of  1986.” 

He  ranked  No.  7  in  annual  "Good 
Housekeeping”  reader  poll  of  the  10  most 
admired  men. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Robertson,  the  Dec. 
22-29  “People”  cited  as  “intriguing” 
Archbishop  Raymond  Hunthausen  of  Se¬ 
attle  and  Terry  Waite. 

Archbishop  Hunthausen  was  forced  by 
the  Vatican  to  surrender  five  important 
areas  of  diocesan  leadership  to  a  Rome- 
appointed  auxiliary. 

Mr.  Waite,  aide  to  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  played  a  key  role  in  the  re¬ 
lease  of  American  hostages  held  in  Beirut. 

The  list  of  most  admired  women  in  the 
January  “Good  Housekeeping”  ranks 
Mother  Teresa  No.  2. 

The  nun  known  for  her  work  among 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  — The  United 
Methodist  higher-education  agency  has 
offered  guidelines  for  college  adminis¬ 
trators  faced  with  Acquired  Immune  De¬ 
ficiency  Syndrome  on  campus. 

A  article  in  a  publication  from  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  deals  at  length  with  the  conflict 
between  the  individual  rights  of  ADDS 
victims  and  concern  for  the  health  of  the 
community  at  large. 

The  publication,  “Lex  Collegii,”  goes 
to  officials  of  church-related  institutions 
of  several  denominations. 

AIDS  brings  to  campuses  many  of  the 
same  difficult  questions  raised  in  other 
sectors  of  society,  wrote  Kent  M.  Weeks 
and  James  Kris  Lowry.  Mr.  Weeks,  an 
attorney,  is  editor  of  the  newsletter. 

Those  questions  concern  mandatory  or 
routine  testing  of  students  for  AIDS,  dis¬ 
closing  the  identity  of  AIDS  victims,  ex¬ 
cluding  AIDS  victims  from  the  college 
campus  and  the  liability  of  college  ad¬ 
ministrators  in  a  variety  of  situations  in¬ 
volving  AIDS,  they  wrote. 

If  a  college  administrator  discovers  a 
student  on  campus  has  contracted  AIDS, 
the  college’s  response  should  depend  on 
medical  and  legal  judgment,  determined 
on  a  case-by-case  basis,  they  article 
says.  Colleges  should  avoid  a  “definitive, 
unyielding  policy.” 

A  college  should  first  “confront  the  in¬ 
dividual  and  require  the  person  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  monitoring  and  counseling  as  a 
condition  to  remaining  on  campus,”  the 
article  says. 

If  the  individual  cooperates,  the  col¬ 
lege  can  contact  medical  professionals 
to  see  if  any  further  steps  need  to  be  tak¬ 
en,  the  article  says. 

If  the  person  with  AIDS  “ignores  coun- 


the  poorest  of  the  poor  in  Calcutta  places 
just  after  first  lady  Nancy  Reagan  and 
just  ahead  of  anti-abortion  campaigner 
Phyllis  Schlafly. 

The  magazine  cites  three  religious  fig¬ 
ures  besides  Mr.  Robertson  in  its  list  of 
most  admired  men. 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  the  Rev.  Billy 
Graham  and  Pope  John  Paul  II  finished 
second,  third  and  fourth.  President  Rea¬ 
gan  came  in  first. 

The  January  “Ms.”  magazine  named 
South  African  anti-apartheid  activist 
Winnie  Mandela  as  its  first  “Internation¬ 
al  Woman  of  the  Year.” 

“Ms.”  lists  12  other  “Women  of  the 
Year,”  including  Sister  Darlene  Nicgorski 
and  Sarabeth  Eason  of  Toledo,  Ohio. 

The  Roman  Catholic  nun  was  convict¬ 
ed  along  with  eight  other  religious  activ¬ 
ists  on  charges  of  violating  U.S. 
immigration  laws  in  her  work  with  the 
sanctuary  movement. 

Miss  Eason,  11,  was  expelled  from  her 
Roman  Catholic  school  for  refusing  to 
recant  her  pro-choice  abortion  views. 


seling  and  engages  in  conduct  known  to 
result  in  the  infection  of  others,  ...  the 
college  must  immediately  gather  its  le¬ 
gal  and  medical  counsel  and  act  quick¬ 
ly,”  Messrs.  Weeks  and  Lowry  wrote. 

Several  legal  issues  are  involved  in  the 
decision-making,  the  article  says. 

A  college  that  tries  to  exclude  or  dis¬ 
miss  people  with  AIDS  will  encounter 
federal  and  state  protection  against  such 
discrimination  based  on  one’s  status  as  a 
“handicapped  individual,”  the  article 
says. 

Although  the  article  says  that  AIDS 
would  probably  be  included  within  the 
statutory  definition  of  “handicap,”  the 
ability  to  transmit  the  disease  to  others 
is  not  a  handicap,  according  to  a  memo¬ 
randum  recently  released  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice. 

Under  federal  law,  an  “employer  can¬ 
not  dismiss  the  employee  because  of  his 
handicap  unless  the  handicap  substan¬ 
tially  interferes  with  his  ability  to  per¬ 
form  his  job  or  if  the  handicapped 
individual  poses  a  ‘reasonable  probabili¬ 
ty  of  substantial  harm  to  the  employer 
or  others,’  ”  the  article  says. 

Pointing  out  that  few  precedents  exist 
for  determining  a  course  of  action,  the 
writers  advise  administrators  to  take  ev¬ 
ery  possible  step  to  bring  a  person  to 
counseling. 

If  the  person  refuses,  they  wrote,  a 
college  then  must  decide,  based  on  legal 
and  medical  judgment,  whether  the  per¬ 
son  poses  a  risk  of  “substantial  harm”  to 
the  academic  community. 

If  administrators  fail  to  respond  to  a 
“known  and  foreseeable  danger,”  a  col¬ 
lege  could  “open  itself  up  for  . . .  liability 
on  the  theory  that  the  college  had  a  duty 
to  protect  its  academic  community,”  the 
article  says. 


Board  offers  ways  to  deal 
with  AIDS  on  campuses 


Summer  job  leads  editor  to  unique  place  in  UMC 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  article  is  the 
second  of  two  stories  by  the  editor  of 
Religious  News  Service  on  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
the  largest  denominational  newspaper 
publishing  venture  in  the  United  States. 

By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 

DALLAS— He  was  hired  to  sweep  up 
in  1965.  By  1969  he  was  named  editor- 
general  manager.  Today  he  guides  a  $7 
million  interfaith  publishing  operation. 

In  the  midst  of  it  all,  the  Rev.  Spur¬ 
geon  M.  Dunnam  III  has  become  a  force 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  that  few 
other  journalists  have  matched. 

His  platforms  are  the  a  weekly  news¬ 
paper,  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
and  a  biweekly  paper,  the  United 
Methodist  Review. 

A  favorite  sport  in  the  denomination  is 
seeing  the  success  of  the  operation- 
500, 000  circulation,  $7  million  budget— 
as  the  result  of  a  master  plan. 

But  Mr.  Dunnam  counters  that  he 
“would  have  been  shot  dead  in  my 
tracks”  if  he  had  set  out  to  build  what 
has  evolved  in  the  last  19  years. 

The  Reporter  has  succeeded,  in  part, 
he  believes  “because  we  weren’t  taken 


seriously  until  we  had  developed  such  a 
broad  base  of  support  that  the  snowball 
rolling  down  the  mountain  couldn’t  easi¬ 
ly  be  stopped.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  likens  the  Reporter  to  the 
caucuses  that  sprang  up  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation  during  the  ’60s  and  ’70s  and  are 
now  accepted  as  part  of  the  church’s 
mainstream. 

Running  with  a  good  idea 

The  Reporter-Review  success  is  a  story 
of  taking  a  good  idea  and  running  with  it. 

The  original  concept  was  simple.  Give 
each  local  congregation  or  regional 
church  body  its  own  front  page  and  com¬ 
bine  it  with  common  inside  pages  of  na¬ 
tional  and  international  religion  news. 

That  idea  paved  the  way  for  Method¬ 
ists  in  Texas  to  serve  the  entire  denomi¬ 
nation  and  eventually  several  other 
denominations. 

The  idea  started  not  in  Dallas  with  the 
Methodists  but  in  Fort  Worth  with  All 
Church  Press,  a  commercial  publishing 
service  specializing  in  religious  papers. 

The  founder  of  All  Church  Press, 
Douglas  Tomlinson,  felt  a  call  to  reli¬ 
gious  journalism  in  1912  while  studying 
at  the  Columbia  Graduate  School  of 
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NAIROBI,  Kenya— The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  (left)  stands  with 
the  Rev.  Joeseph  R.  Hale,  general  secretary  of  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil,  daring  the  15th  World  Methodist  Conference  in  July.  Mr.  Dunnam,  edi¬ 
tor  and  general  manager  of  the  Reporter,  participated  in  the  conference  as 
journalist  and  churchman.  He  says  he  sees  his  role  as  a  watchdog  and  boost¬ 
er  of  the  church. 


Journalism  in  New  York.  He  could  see 
that  newspapers,  which  were  once  domi¬ 
nated  by  religious  news,  were  turning 
their  attention  to  secular  matters. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  began  by  publishing 
weekly  religious  papers  in  Houston,  Mem¬ 
phis,  Dallas  and  Fort  Worth.  The  primary 
market  was  local  churches,  which  bought 
the  papers  in  bulk  for  their  members. 

But  it  was  hard  to  cover  all  the 
churches  in  a  community.  So  in  1928  Mr. 
Tomlinson  hit  on  the  idea  of  offering 
each  church  its  own  front  page. 

Fortunes  intersect  in  1950s 

The  fortunes  of  All  Church  Press  and 
“The  Texas  Methodist,”  forerunner  of  the 
Re'fcjorter,  began  to  intersect  in  the  1950s. 

Mr.  Tomlinson’s  son,  Lambuth,  said  All 
Church  Press  provided  some  seed  money 
for  “The  Texas  Methodist”  to  begin  pub¬ 
lishing  again  as  a  newspaper  after  a 
time  as  a  magazine.  Most  copies  were  in¬ 
serted  into  local  Methodist  church  edi¬ 
tions,  which  All  Church  Press  was 
printing  at  the  time. 

But  that  arrangement  lasted  only 
about  a  decade. 

As  an  insert,  the  Methodist  paper  got 
lost  in  a  sizable  commercial  paper 
crowded  with  ads  and  an  uncertain  edito¬ 
rial  policy.  The  participating  Methodist 
conferences  (regional  administrative 
bodies),  especially  the  big  Texas  Annual 
Conference,  weren’t  satisfied  with  the  at¬ 
tention  their  news  was  getting. 

“The  Texas  Methodist”  editor  at  the 
time,  the  Rev.  Carl  Keightley,  did  a  little 
borrowing. 

Each  of  the  five  Texas  conferences 
would  have  its  own  front  page,  he  prom¬ 
ised.  It  was  a  skin-saving  plan  for  the  finan¬ 
cially  troubled  paper  to  gain  the  necessary 
support  from  the  Texas  conferences. 

But  even  at  that  it  was  a  risk.  There 
was  no  assurance  the  local-church  edi¬ 
tions  would  switch  to  the  newly  indepen¬ 
dent  publication. 

The  local  churches  were  the  greatest 
hope  for  adding  to  the  paper’s  28,000  sub¬ 
scriptions. 

But  by  mid-1965  three  Methodist 
churches  had  crossed  over  to  the  Dallas 
operation.  As  it  happens,  that  was  the 
first  week  on  the  job  for  seminary  stu¬ 
dent  Dunnam. 

Looking  for  summer  job 

Mr.  Keightley  recalls  that  Mr.  Dunnam 
"was  a  kid  just  graduating  from  Texas 
Wesleyan  College  who  was  dating  the 


daughter  of  a  preacher  friend  of  mine.’ 

He  continued,  “He  came  around  look¬ 
ing  for  a  job  for  the  summer,  and  I  put 
him  to  work  cleaning  up  around  the  shop. 
Then  he  started  cutting  addressograph 
plates  for  us.  Pretty  soon  he  started  set¬ 
ting  type  for  us.” 

By  the  time  Mr.  Dunnam  had  finished 
seminary  in  1969,  the  board  was  looking  for 
a  new  editor.  They  decided  to  go  with  this 
26-year-old,  who  by  that  time  knew  more 
about  the  operation  than  anyone  else. 

Circulation  stood  at  80,000.  The  budget 
was  $100,000.  No  one  could  have  imag¬ 
ined  the  potential  platform  they  were  de¬ 
livering  to  him. 

An  early  test  of  editorial  freedom  was 
decisive.  A  controversy  erupted  over  the 
showing  of  sexually  explicit  films  at 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology. 

The  story  made  the  Dallas  newspa¬ 
pers.  Mr.  Dunnam  felt  that  if  “The  Texas 
Methodist”  were  to  have  any  credibility, 
it  had  to  deal  with  the  issue. 

The  seminary’s  leaders  and  critics 
were  not  speaking  to  each  other.  So  the 
young  editor  invited  a  number  of  church 
leaders,  the  seminary’s  leadership  and 
chief  critics  to  sit  around  a  table  and 
talk  it  over. 

Some  local  Methodist  leaders  ques¬ 
tioned  the  wisdom  of  such  a  meeting  and 
approached  the  chairman  of  the  newspa¬ 
per’s  board.  The  late  Rev.  W.  E.  Trice, 
then  a  Dallas  pastor,  responded,  “Are  you 
ready  to  go  out  and  hire  another  editor?” 

The  meeting  took  place.  It  was  report¬ 
ed,  and  Mr.  Dunnam  had  an  early  suc¬ 
cess  in  what  has  developed  into  a  unique 
role  as  churchman- journalist. 

“Many  church  leaders  had  never  consid¬ 
ered  that  it  might  be  possible  for  a  person 
who  is  connected  with  the  church,  who 
loves  the  church  and  is  related  to  the 
church  in  a  specialized  journalistic  minis¬ 
try  to  deal  lovingly  and  critically  with  the 
church’s  actions  at  the  same  time.” 

Mr.  Dunnam  insists  he  won’t  be  forced 
to  choose  between  his  job  and  his  con¬ 
tinuing  involvement  in  church  activities. 

“If  I  have  to  be  a  slave  to  my  job  to 
the  point  that  I  can’t  do  anything  else  for 
fear  of  conflict  of  interest,  then  I’m  in 
the  wrong  job,”  he  said. 

"I  like  my  role.  I  like  whatever  promi¬ 
nence  and  influence  I  have  in  the  church. 
I  try  to  do  that  with  integrity  and  to  be 
impartial  and  fair  as  the  job  demands, 
but  that’s  not  all  I  am. 

“If  it  ever  gets  to  the  point  where  the 


only  thing  I’m  permitted  to  do  in  order  to 
keep  this  job  is  to  do  this  job,  then  I  don’t 
want  it.” 

The  Reporter’s  pen  is  a  potent  force  in 
the  denomination  when  it  is  used. 

Last  spring  the  paper  ran  a  series  of 
articles  evaluating  a  10-year  effort  to 
strengthen  ethnic-minority  local 
churches.  The  articles  revealed  little  nu¬ 
merical  success  in  the  decadelong  pro¬ 
gram,  and  the  response  was  bruising. 

The  messenger  got  blamed  for  the 
message. 

Reflecting  on  the  reaction,  Mr.  Dun¬ 
nam  observed  that  he  emerged  from  the 
experience  with  a  lesson  in  how  to  han¬ 
dle  the  paper’s  broad  influence. 


He  said  he  realizes  in  retrospect  that 
strategic  calls  probably  should  have 
been  made  to  ethnic  leaders  in  the 
church  to  let  them  know  what  was  com¬ 
ing  and  to  interpret  the  paper’s  intent. 

In  the  same  breath  the  editor-church¬ 
man  also  reflected  on  the  loneliness  of 
the  job.  He  noted  he  can  go  almost  any¬ 
where  in  the  church  and  yet  is  never 
fully  a  part  of  any  group. 

“There’s  always  the  suspicion  that  you 
might  be  out  to  expose  them,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Dunnam  said  he  believes  it  will  be 
the  job  of  future  generations  to  judge 
how  well  the  Reporter  handled  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  being  both  member  and  critic  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 


Asbury  makes  the  Difference! 


Dr.  David  A.  Seamands, 

Professor  of  Pastoral 
Ministry,  author  of  Heal¬ 
ing  tor  Damaged  Emotions 
and  Healing  of  Memories 

"Asbury  grounded  me  in  God’s  word  and 
stabilized  my  call  to  Christian  service.  So,  after 
serving  for  16  years  as  a  missionary  in  India, 
and  22  years  as  a  pastor  in  the  Asbury 
community,  when  I  was  invited  to  teach 
pastoral  ministries  at  the  Seminary  I  accepted 
with  enthusiasm  and  joy. 

“What  a  privilege  it  is  to  share  my 
experience  with  young  men  and  women  who 
will  minister  to  lost,  confused  and  hurting 
people  in  every  comer  of  the  world.  More  than 
ever  before,  today's  pastors  need  the  love, 
discernment,  and  counseling  skills  to  become 
the  instruments  of  Christ’s  healing  power. 
Asbury's  emphasis  upon  wholeness  within  the 
Wesleyan  perspective  fill’s  these  needs  and 
makes  the  difference.” 


CALL  ADMISSIONS 
TOLL  FREE 
1  800  2ASBURY 
(227-2879) 
in  Kentucky 
(606)  858-3581 


GRADUATE  DEGREE  PROGRAMS  INCLUDE: 

Vlin.  •  Ph.D.  (with  UK) 


M.Div. 


MAR.  •  Th.M. 


For  information,  complete  and  mail: 
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College  grad  when?  . 
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Prize-winning  book  features  UM  family 


JANUARY  9,  1987 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

BOSTON— Mention  “the  book"  to  Ra¬ 
chel  Twymon,  and  conversation  might 
turn  to  the  Bible  and  things  religious. 

As  a  devoted  member  of  Union  United 
Methodist  Church  and  one  who  grew  up 
in  the  black  church  tradition,  Rachel  is 
at  home  with  such  talk. 

But  these  days  "the  book”  in  the  Twy¬ 
mon  household  generally  refers  to  anoth¬ 
er  volume  that  rests,  conspicuous  and 
well-thumbed,  on  a  reading  table  in  Ra¬ 
chel’s  living  room. 

No  wonder.  That's  because  she,  her  fam¬ 
ily  and  Union  UMC  itself  play  a  prominent 
role  in  “Common  Ground:  A  Turbulent  De¬ 
cade  in  the  lives  of  Three  American  Fam¬ 
ilies”  by  J.  Anthony  Lukas. 

“Common  Ground”  is  the  1986  Puiit- 
zer-Prize-winning  chronicle  of  the  lives 
of  the  Twymons  and  of  two  other  Boston 
families— one  Yankee  white,  one  Irish 
Catholic— following  the  1968  assassina¬ 
tion  of  civil-rights  leader  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr. 

Work  covers  seven  years 

To  write  the  book,  the  author  spent 
hundreds  of  hours  interviewing  the  three 
families  over  seven  years.  He  wrote: 

“The  three  families  at  the 
center  of  my  story  were  not 
selected  as  statistical  averages 
or  norms.  On  the  contrary,  I 
was  drawn  to  them  by  a  spe¬ 
cial  intensity,  an  engagement 
with  life,  which  made  them 
stand  out  from  their  social 
context. 

“At  first,  I  thought  I  read 
clear  moral  imperatives  in  the 
geometry  of  their  intersecting 
lives,  but  the  more  time  I 
spent  with  them,  the  harder  it 
became  to  assign  easy  labels 
of  guilt  or  virtue.  The  realities 
of  urban  America,  when  seen 
through  the  lives  of  actual  city 
dwellers,  proved  far  more 
complicated  than  I  had  imag¬ 
ined.”  (Author’s  Note) 

Although  the  families  did  not  know 
each  other,  they  shared  more  "common 
ground”  than  common  geography  as  Bos¬ 
ton  residents. 

All  were  deeply — often  painfully — 
touched  by  growing  social  tensions  aris¬ 
ing  from  efforts  to  achieve  racial  deseg¬ 
regation.  Increasingly  violent  protests  of 
school  busing,  for  example,  cast  a  pall 
over  the  city  and  sent  shockwaves  of 
fear  through  many  residents. 

As  in  many  other  cities  and  with  many 
individuals,  Dr.  King’s  death  was  a  wa¬ 
tershed  for  years. 

A  recent  interview  with  Rachel  and 
members  of  her  family  confirmed  that 
the  book  has  become  like  another  “mem¬ 
ber  of  the  family,”  with  a  life  of  its  own, 
telling  them  things  about  themselves 
they  hadn’t  known. 


“We  just  shouldn’t  ex¬ 
pect  the  church  to  do  su¬ 
perhuman  things.  We 
sometimes  expect  too 
much  of  the  church  when 
it  takes  on  a  project.  But 
we’re  just  like  anyone  else. 
We’re  going  to  make  mis¬ 
takes.  That  shouldn’t  stop 
us  from  being  involved.’’ 

— Rachel  Twymon 


“  . . .  Rachel  Twymon  wept 
when  she  heard  the  news 
[about  Dr.  King’s  death]  in  her 
apartment  on  Prescott  Street 
in  Orchard  Park.  When  her  8- 
year-old  daughter,  Cassandra, 
said,  ‘Ma,  he  wasn’t  a  member 
of  our  family,  so  why  are  you 
crying?’  she  replied,  ‘Because, 
Cassandra,  what  he  got  killed 
for  makes  him  my  big  brother, 
because  he  wanted  all  of  us  to 
be  equal.’  ”  (Page  13) 

Those  tears  were  shed  18  years  ago. 
Rachel  knew  the  civil-rights  leader  dur¬ 
ing  his  student  days  when  Dr.  King 
earned  a  doctorate  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Boston  University 

She  was  a  bit  awed  by  young  student 
minister  King,  whom  she  and  her  girl¬ 
friends  would  go  to  hear  preach  at  a  near¬ 
by  Baptist  church  after  attending  youth 
group  meetings  at  Union.  She  didn’t  talk  to 
him  much— he  was  23  in  1952,  and  she  was 
only  15 — but  she  found  his  preaching 
“spellbinding,”  his  cool  assurance  "im¬ 
pressive.” 

More  tears  shed  later 

After  mourning  Dr.  King’s  death,  Ra¬ 
chel  was  to  shed  many  more  tears  in  the 
decade  covered  by  “Common  Ground.” 
Some  were  the  direct  or  indirect  result 
of  the  social  turmoil  unleashed  in  the 
wake  of  Dr.  King’s  death  and  its  impact 
on  her  and  her  children’s  lives.  Cassan¬ 
dra,  for  example,  was  bused  to  Charles¬ 
town  High,  one  of  the  most  racially 
volatile  schools  in  Boston. 

Other  tears  resulted  from  Rachel’s 
poor  health.  She  suffers  from  lupus,  a  de¬ 
bilitating  skin  disease. 

Still  others  came  from  the  rigors  of 
being  a  single  mother  raising  six  chil¬ 
dren:  continual  economic  distress,  a  14- 
year-old  daughter  with  a  child  born  out 
of  wedlock,  a  son  convicted  and  jailed 
for  rape,  etc. 

Rachel,  whose  physical  vigor  and  as- 


Prominent  role  of  religion 
in  story  surprises  author 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BOSTON— Religion  and  the  church 
played  a  prominent  role  in  “Common 
Ground.” 

That  role,  involving  primarily  Rachel 
Twymon,  Union  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Boston  Roman  Catholic 
Archdiocese,  surprised  the  book’s  author, 
J.  Anthony  Lukas,  but  not  others. 

Mr.  Lukas,  who  described  himself  to 
the  Reporter  as  “  a  Jew  by  birth  but  not 
a  very  active  one,”  said  that  when  he  set 
out  to  write  the  book,  “I  really  didn’t 
have  any  intention  of  writing  about  reli¬ 
gious  issues.” 

But  Mr.  Lukas  said  he  discovered  that 
religion  played  an  important  part  in  the 
lives  of  all  three  families  he  interviewed. 

“Not  that  they  weren’t  critical  of  the 
church  to  which  they  belonged,”  he  said. 
“But  nonetheless  all  three  made  it  per¬ 
fectly  clear  that  religion  and  church  are 
vital  issues  for  all  of  them — and  for  no¬ 
body  more  than  Rachel  Twymon.” 

Mr.  Lukas  is  not  alone  in  his  observa¬ 
tion  about  the  prominence  of  religion — 
both  the  human  values  it  fosters  and  its 
institutional  expression  through  the 
church— in  the  lives  of  “Common 
Ground”  families. 

In  fact,  the  Rev.  Wesley  Williams, 


head  of  the  office  of  racial  inclusiveness 
for  the  Southern  New  England  Annual 
Conference,  contends  that  the  church  is 
really  "the  fourth  family”  in  the  book. 

He  pointed  out  that  one  chapter  is  de¬ 
voted  to  a  mini-biography  of  Cardinal 
Humberto  Medeiros,  head  of  the  Boston 
Roman  Catholic  church  during  most  of 
the  period  covered  in  the  book. 

And  two  United  Methodist  clergy¬ 
men — the  Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Caldwell  Jr. 
and  the  Rev.  William  B.  McClain— play 
important  “bit  parts.” 

Dr.  Caldwell,  pastor  of  St.  Daniel’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Chester,  Pa. 
(Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference),  and 
former  associate  executive  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race, 
emerges  as  a  strong  leader.  He  helped 
keep  the  black  community  “cool”  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther 
King’s  assassination  and  gave  initial  im¬ 
petus  to  the  Methunion  Manor  housing 
project. 

Dr.  Caldwell  said  he  was  “pleased  we 
as  United  Methodists  got  the  exposure  we 
got  in  ‘Common  Ground’— particularly  a 
black  church.  Many  people  still  don’t  un¬ 
derstand  the  important  role  of  the  black 
church  in  the  lives  of  black  people.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


sertive  voice  belie  her  struggle  with  lu¬ 
pus,  said  that  the  only  criticism  she  has  of 
the  book  is  how  it  shows  her  as  a  mother. 

“I  will  not  deny  that  I  wasn’t  a  great 
disciplinarian,”  she  said.  “But  the  book 
didn’t  explain  why  I  didn’t,  or  couldn’t, 
follow  up  on  some  things  my  kids  did.” 

As  her  children  got  older,  she  said,  she 
simply  “got  tired  of  chasing  grown  folks 
around.” 

Besides,  she  said,  pointing  to  a  motto 
hanging  on  her  wall,  “Sometimes  you 
have  to  be  silent  to  be  heard.” 

One  child,  George  (first  introduced  in 
the  book  by  his  “street  name,”  Sly),  appar¬ 
ently  “heard”  something.  Whether  it  was 
from  Rachel  directly  or  just  from  being 
trundled  by  his  mother  to  Sunday  school 
each  week,  he  now  says  he  is  not  sure. 

Whatever  the  case,  George  became  an 
ordained  United  Methodist  clergyman  and 
is  a  probationary  member  of  the  Southern 
New  England  Annual  Conference. 

Church  a  mixed  blessing 

But,  as  “Common  Ground”  makes 
clear,  being  a  member  of  Union  United 
Methodist  Church  during  the  early-to- 
mid-1970s  proved  a  mixed  blessing  for 
Rachel.  George  now  describes  his  moth¬ 
er’s  longtime  relationship  to  the  church 
as  one  of  “love-hate.” 

The  reasons  for  that  can  be  found  in  Ra¬ 
chel’s  complex  involvement  with  the 
church  during  Boston’s  attempt,  like  those 
in  many  other  major  cities,  to  cope  with 
racial  tensions  following  Dr.  King’s  death. 

Union  UMC  occupies  a  strategic  loca¬ 
tion  in  Boston’s  racially  mixed  South  End 
neighborhood.  Led  by  two  pastors,  the 
Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Caldwell  Jr.  (1963-65)  and 
the  Rev.  William  B.  McClain  (1968-1977), 
Union  sponsored  development  of  a  nearby 
federally  financed,  low-income  housing 
project  known  as  Methunion  Manor. 

Methunion,  where  Rachel  still  lives, 
became  a  “way  out”  of  substandard 
housing  for  her  and  her  six  children.  But 
it  also  became  a  "way  in”  to  an  increas¬ 
ingly  burdensome  job  for  her  as  on-site 
manager  of  the  financially  troubled 
housing  project. 

During  her  managerial  years,  which 
ended  in  1979,  Methunion  never  had 
enough  tenants  to  pay  the  mortgage. 

Rachel’s  position  at  Methunion— trying 
to  serve  both  the  church  and  the  ten¬ 
ants— had  long  been  tinged  with  ambigu¬ 
ity.  Her  position  was  made  even  more 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Posi¬ 
tion  available,  FUMC,  Ocala.  FL.  2500  members. 
Creative,  innovative  person  with  program  skills. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
FUMC,  1126  East  Silver  Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala.  FL 
32670.  Attn:  Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee. 

cmtlbllAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  NEEDED 

in  team  ministry,  emphasis  on  youth,  congregation 
of  1100,  fine  physical  plant,  strong  music  and  edu¬ 
cation  programs,  city  of  800,000,  salary  open.  Send 
resume  to:  Chairperson  of  PPRC,  4807  Roosevelt 
Blvd.,  Jacksonville.  FL  32210. 

DIRECTOR/MINISTER  OF  FAMILY  life  and 
youth.  Memorial  Drive  United  Methodist  Church 
(8.000)  members).  Experience  in  Youth  Ministries 
required.  Will  oversee  programming  of  Family  Life 
Center  and  the  total  youth  program  with  direct  re- 
sponsibility  of  Senior  High  Ministries.  Will  coordi¬ 
nate  staff  of  five  in  these  areas.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume,  picture,  and  brief  statement  concern¬ 
ing  philosophy  of  youth  ministry  to  Dr.  Jerry  F. 
House.  12955  Memorial  Drive.  Houston.  TX  77079.  

SINGLES  MINISTER  NEEDED  FOR  dynamic, 

growing  4,000  membership  church.  FUMC,  Colora¬ 
do  Springs,  CO.  Experience  required.  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable.  Please  call  Darrell  Mount 
(303)471-8522. 

VISIT  CHINA,  HONG  KONG  AND  Tokyo.  18  days. 
May  29-June  15,  1987.  $2863.  Ten  cities  in  China. 
For  brochure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission, 
Box  1058,  Clarks  Mills,  PA  16114  (412)  253-2216. 

DISCOUNTED  10%  SPRINGTIME  CRUISE. 
March  15-22.  4  ports  of  call.  Limited  space!  Carib¬ 
bean.  For  reservations  contact.  Rev  Gaither  Day, 
PO  Box  308,  Sulphur  Springs,  TX  75482,  Phone: 
(214)  885-3672  or  toll  free:  1-800-442-1115.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Albany,  GA  Large,  downtown 
church  with  growing  youth  ministry  Experience  re¬ 
quired.  Ministry  includes  Bible  studies,  choir  tours 
(home  and  abroad),  tent  camping,  Colorado  ski  trips, 
leadership  development,  interpersonal  relationships. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Dr.  John  E.  Hor¬ 
ton,  Jr..  P.O.  Box  334.  Albany,  GA  31702. 

FOR  SALE:  USED  PEWS  available  February  1987 

34  solid  pine  with  removable  cushions,  10  ft.  long. 
Contact  Riverview  United  Methodist  Church,  2253 
John  Anderson  Dr.,  Ormond  Beach.  FL  32074  (904) 
441-1622. 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  ASSOCIATE  Minis- 
ter  with  responsibility  for  singles  and  program, 

1. 000-member  church.  Send  photo  and  resume  to 
Red  Bank  United  Methodist  Church,  3800  Dayton 
Blvd.,  Chattanooga.  TN  37415. 

VISITING  ENGLAND?  CHRISTIAN  COUPLE  in¬ 
vites  guests.  Robin  Hood  country.  Nottingham¬ 
shire.  We  will  meet  at  airport,  entertain  you  in  our 
comfortable  home,  help  you  make  personal  ar- 
rangements.  E.g.  bed  /breakfast  8  pounds.  Details: 
Ken  Hawkins,  12  Cambourne  Gardens,  Raven- 
shead,  Nottingham. 

POSITION  WANTED.  EXPERIENCED  ELE¬ 
MENTARY,  university  teaching,  diagnostician,  ad- 
ministrator  Excellent  writer/speaker. 
Theology /philosophy  background.  Interested  in 
counseling  Available  July  1.  Charles  Hill.  MSW, 
EdD.  2807  Ave.  H,  Hondo,  TX  78861  (512)  426-5404 
or  (512)  278-3330. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton.  TX  78358. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  CHRISTIAN  Edu- 
cation  Ministries.  Part-time.  Responsibilities  in¬ 
clude  planning,  organizing,  directing  and 
evaluating  educational,  recreational,  and  other 
programs  of  Christian  ministry  for  children 
through  grade  5,  under  the  direction  of  the  pastor 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  294,  Mad¬ 
ison,  Florida,  32340. 

PASTORS  HOLY  LAND  FAMILIARIZATION 
Tour,  February  27-March  6, 1987,  $495.00.  Includes: 
R/T  air  from  Atlanta  to  Tel  Aviv,  five-star  hotels, 
two  meals  daily,  motorcoaches,  Christian  guides, 
etc.  Free  information:  1-800-438-8281,  World  Pil¬ 
grimages,  Inc.,  2300  Henderson  Mill  Road.  Atlanta. 
GA  32345  (50  years  quality  service). 

difficult  by  the  church’s  apparent  lack  of 
concern  over  Methunion’s  financial  crisis. 

After  the  board,  composed  entirely  of 
church  members,  failed  to  respond  to  a 
federal  suit  to  foreclose  on  the  mort¬ 
gage,  the  Tenants’  Council  angrily  de¬ 
manded  that  they  be  given  a  greater  role 
in  running  the  project. 

“A  senior  board  member  re¬ 
plied,  ‘We  provided  apartments 
for  you  people  when  you  were 
homeless.  We  kept  a  roof  over 
your  heads  all  these  years. 

Now  you  come  in  and  berate 
us  for  what  we  haven’t  done. 

Well,  I’ll  tell  you  this.  I’d  rath¬ 
er  sell  the  project  than  let  you 
have  it.’  ”  (Page  409) 

Rachel,  with  characteristic  saltiness, 
makes  no  secret  of  her  disappointment 
in  her  church’s  seemingly  uncaring  reac¬ 
tion  to  Methunion  tenants,  of  whom  only 
a  few  were  church  members. 

“When  the  tenants  tried  to  tell  the 
church  board  what  the  problems  were, 
board  members  could  only  see  dumb 
poor  folks  who  didn’t  have  a  college  de¬ 
gree  and  treated  them  like  they  didn’t 
know  what  they  were  talking  about,”  Ra¬ 
chel  told  the  Reporter. 

On  the  other  hand,  she  said,  “People  in 
the  building  didn’t  like  me  because  I  was 
from  the  church  and  sat  on  the  housing 
authority.  I  was  in  an  extremely  precari¬ 
ous  position.” 

Rachel  added,  “But  I  was  hardnosed.  I 
dealt  with  tenants  and  church  members 
up  front.  I  had  no  problems  following  the 
rules.” 

Church  loses  project 

Nevertheless,  underfinancing,  com¬ 
bined  with  financial  losses  stemming 
from  growing  crime  in  the  neighborhood, 
eventually  resulted  in  the  church’s  losing 
ownership  of  Methunion  Manor.  The 
housing  complex  now  is  struggling  to 
survive  as  a  tenant-owned  cooperative. 

Rachel  said  she  hasn’t  bought  into  the 
cooperative  and  doesn’t  know  whether  she 
will  or  can  afford  to.  She  doesn’t  know  if 
she’ll  eventually  have  to  move  from  the 
project  that  once  held  so  much  hope  for 
her,  the  church  and  the  community. 

But  the  Methunion  experience  hasn’t 
discouraged  Rachel  about  active  church 
involvement  to  help  poor  people,  including 
efforts  to  provide  low-income  housing. 

“We  just  shouldn’t  expect  the  church 
to  do  superhuman  things,”  she  said.  “We 
sometimes  expect  too  much  of  the 
church  when  it  takes  on  a  project.  But 
we’re  just  like  anyone  else.  We’re  going 
to  make  mistakes.  That  shouldn’t  stop  us 
from  being  involved.” 

And,  despite  some  lingering  unpleas¬ 
ant  memories  of  the  “Common  Ground” 
years,  Rachel  rarely  misses  worship  ser¬ 
vices  at  Union  UMC. 

“If  it  weren’t  for  my  belief  in  God  and 
worship,  I  know  I  couldn’t  have  made  it 
through  that  time,”  she  said  with  an 
emotion-filled  voice. 

“Even  today,  if  I’m  out  of  town,  I  find 
a  United  Methodist  church  and  go  to  it 
because  I  still  believe  our  church  does 
more  outreach  than  anyone  else.” 

The  Columbia  Broadcasting  System 
has  bought  television  rights  to  “Common 
Ground”  and  plans  to  air  a  miniseries 
based  on  the  book. 


COLUMBIA,  S.C.— Frankie  Garrick  lists  reasons  for  driving  during  one 
of  her  workshops  on  “Christian  Stewardship  of  the  Automobile.”  The  United 
Methodist  laywoman  designed  the  program  to  teach  teen-agers  the  Chris¬ 
tian  responsibilities  of  driving. 

Laywoman  teaches  teens 
Christian  way  to  drive 


By  AARON  FRIER 

COLUMBIA,  S.C. — Teen-agers  who 
take  Frankie  Garrick’s  workshop  on 
“Christian  Stewardship  of  the  Automo¬ 
bile”  begin  by  festively  writing  the 
names  of  their  favorite  car  on  a  graffiti 
board. 

They  close  two-and-a-half  hours  later 
by  solemnly  presenting  their  driver’s  li¬ 
cense  at  the  altar  of  the  church  and  com¬ 
mitting  their  driving  to  God. 

A  lot  goes  on  in  between  the  opening 
and  closing  of  workshops  she  leads  in 
churches  around  the  country. 

Ms.  Garrick,  a  member  of  Washington 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  Co¬ 
lumbia,  includes  Bible  study,  role-play¬ 
ing,  poster-making  and  the  drivers 
license  “dedication”  service. 

“Teen-agers  look  on  a  car  as  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  themselves,  not  as  a  lethal  weap¬ 
on,”  she  said.  Fathers  carefully  instruct 
their  sons  on  gun  safety,  she  noted,  “but 
they  give  them  the  car  keys  and  say 
‘drive  carefully.’  ” 

For  years,  the  certified  lab  leader  said 
she  tried  to  get  someone  to  develop  a 
study  unit  on  driving  as  a  Christian  re¬ 
sponsibility.  Finally  she  designed  the 
study  herself. 

Ms.  Garrick  helps  workshop  partici¬ 
pants  recognize  their  driving  habits— 
good  and  bad— as  self-expression  and  as 
Christian  witness. 


the  church  today 


6  schools  show  interest 
in  merging  with  Scarritt 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)— Six  universities, 
including  a  Christian  institution  in  Ja¬ 
pan,  have  shown  interest  in  merging  with 
UM-related  Scarritt  Graduate  School. 

Scarritt,  which  trains  students  in 
Christian  education  and  church  music, 
opened  merger  talks  with  Vanderbilt  Di¬ 
vinity  School  in  Nashville  and  UM-relat- 
ed  Emory  University  in  Atlanta  in 
October.  Sluggish  enrollment  and  high 
maintenance  costs  prompted  the  move. 

Since  then,  Duke  University,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  the  Presbyterian 
School  of  Christian  Education  and  the 
Japanese  institution,  which  Scarritt 
President  Donald  Welch  would  not  name, 
have  contacted  Scarritt  about  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  merging. 

The  board  of  trustees’  executive  com¬ 
mittee  are  to  consider  the  invitations  of 
each  school  and  make  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  the  trustees  at  their  meeting  in 
February. 

Editorial  by  UM  minister 
calls  President  Beagan  ‘a  liar’ 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  Rev.  Fred 
Morris,  executive  director  of  the  Insti¬ 
tute  for  Central  American  Studies  in 
Costa  Rica,  recently  called  President 
Reagan  a  liar  about  Central  America. 

The  United  Methodist  minister  from 
Illinois  made  the  accusation  in  an  edito¬ 
rial  in  the  institute’s  monthly  publica¬ 
tion,  “Mesoamerica.” 

He  cited  nine  examples  of  what  he 
termed  “presidential  lying”  regarding 
Central  America. 

As  one  example,  the  editorial  said  that 
when  bombs  were  placed  in  Nicaraguan 
ports,  the  president  denied  it  until  “irre¬ 
futable  evidence  came  forth.”  It  also 
said  that  Nicaragua’s  Sandinista  govern¬ 
ment  had  been  falsely  accused  of  several 
bombings,  and  President  Reagan  had 
used  these  incidents  as  “  ‘proof’  of  Sandi¬ 
nista  terrorism.” 

Fundamentalist  Baptists 
form  rival  mission  agency 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— A  group  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  fundamentalists  is  setting  up 
an  independent  mission-sending  group— 
a  possible  rival  to  the  denomination’s 


Foreign  Mission  Board. 

According  to  denominational  sources, 
formation  of  the  Houston-based  group, 
called  the  Genesis  Commission,  is  an  un¬ 
expected  development. 

That’s  because  the  denomination’s  fun¬ 
damentalist  wing,  which  has  been  mov¬ 
ing  toward  a  takeover  of  Southern 
Baptist  agencies  for  several  years,  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  gain  control  of  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  based  in  Richmond,  Va., 
within  two  years. 

Moral  Majority  boss  blasts 
critics  of  Iran  arms  deal 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  Rev.  Jerry 
Falwell,  leader  of  the  Moral  Majority, 
chided  “turncoat  conservatives”  for  their 
failure  to  support  President  Reagan  dur¬ 
ing  the  current  Iranian  arms  crisis. 

His  commentary,  titled,  “Now  is  the 
time  for  all  good  conservatives  to  come 
to  the  aid  of  their  President,”  appears  in 
the  January  issue  of  “Liberty  Report,”  a 
tabloid  published  by  the  Moral  Majority. 

“It  is  nothing  short  of  a  national  trage¬ 
dy  that  so  many  conservatives  have  al¬ 
lowed  one  incident,  about  which  we  know 
so  little  at  this  moment,  to  create  mass 
defection,”  Mr.  Falwell  wrote.  “Conser¬ 
vatives  owe  everything  we  are  and  have 
achieved  in  the  1980s  to  one  man— Ron¬ 
ald  Reagan.” 

Zimbabwe  bishop  says  church 
will  give  $20  million  to  farms 

HARARE,  Zimbabwe  (RNS)— United 
Methodist  Bishop  Abel  Muzorewa  of  Zim¬ 
babwe  announced  that  his  church  would 
raise  $20  million  to  invest  in  more  than 
400  church  farms. 

The  money  is  to  go  to  a  15-year-old 
project  called  “Butcher  Shop  in  the 
Backyard”  to  increase  food  production 
among  villagers  and  improve  their 
standard  of  living,  the  church  leader  said 
in  a  telephone  interview  with  Africa 
Press  Service  of  Nairobi. 

The  bishop  said  the  project  has  al¬ 
ready  benefitted  4,000  villagers,  who 
have  learned  improved  methods  of  rais¬ 
ing  pigs,  goats,  sheep  and  rabbits  and  of 
growing  vegetables. 

Candler  professor’s  book 
honored  by  preaching  magazine 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— “Preaching,”  a 


book  on  pulpit  preaching  by  Candler 
School  of  Theology  professor  Fred  Crad¬ 
dock,  has  been  honored  as  the  first 
“Preaching  Book  of  the  Year”  by  the  in¬ 
terdenominational  magazine,  “Preach¬ 
ing.” 

Dr.  Craddock’s  book  was  published  in 
1985  by  Abgindon  Press,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House.  He 
is  a  professor  of  preaching  and  New  Tes¬ 
tament  at  Candler  and  is  the  author  of 
several  books  on  preaching. 


She  raises  social  issues,  too,  such  as 
the  environmental  effects  of  dependence 
on  the  the  auto  industry  and  how  mobil¬ 
ity  affects  the  family. 

She  divides  workshop  participants  into 
five  teams  and  ask  them  to  define  “stew¬ 
ardship,”  using  a  dictionary.  Then  they 
build  a  model  car  from  Tinker  Toys, 
juice  cans  and  scraps. 

Each  group  makes  a  poster  illustrat¬ 
ing  a  typical  benefit  of  the  car— trans¬ 
portation,  power  symbol,  status  symbol, 
freedom  and  pleasure— and  its  responsi¬ 
bilities. 

Participants  consider  biblical  pas¬ 
sages  and  create  skits  to  dramatize  how 
driving  habits  can  affect  a  teen-ager’s 
future  and  family  finances.  They  also 
discuss  how  to  handle  peer  pressure, 
emotions  behind  the  wheel,  alcohol  and 
drugs. 

Ms.  Garrick  closes  by  giving  teens  an 
opportunity  to  commit  their  driving  to 
God  in  a  worship  service  that  the  host 
pastor  leads. 

A  liturgy  by  the  Rev.  Jim  Abbot,  an 
Episcopal  priest  at  St.  Martins  in  the 
Fields  in  Columbia,  has  workshop  partic¬ 
ipants  seek  forgiveness  for: 

•  the  times  they  have  driven  too  fast 
for  conditions. 

•the  times  they  have  shown  off  in 
reckless  ways  or  endangered  lives. 

•  the  times  they  have  neglected  care¬ 
ful  maintenance  or  ignored  mechanical 
warning  signals. 

The  liturgy  asks  these  teen-age  drivers 
to  pray  for: 

•  grace  to  remain  alert  and  careful. 

•  a  sense  of  deep  responsibility  toward 
others. 

Ms.  Garrick  can  provide  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  her  workshop.  Her  address 
is  3907  Verner  St.,  Columbia,  S.C.  29204. 
Her  phone  number  is  (803)  787-3931. 

Portions  of  this  story  originally  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  “ South  Carolina  Advo¬ 
cate." 


TRT1ITTV  bible  ■ 
ililWll  I  STUDIES 


POSITION  AVAILABLE 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has 
an  immediate  opening  for  an  experi¬ 
enced  journalist  who  believes  reli¬ 
gious  news  should  be  covered  in  an 
interesting,  credible  way.  Ideal  per¬ 
son  will  have  degree  in  journalism; 
several  years’  solid  work  experience; 
high  levels  of  energy,  curiosity  and 
creativity,  and  be  a  committed  Chris¬ 
tian  active  in  the  church.  Contact 
Personnel  Director,  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX  75266,  (214)  630-6495. 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR. 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER!  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

Box  n  •  El  Paso  ARK  72045 
501 -849-21 31 


A 


COME  SKI  US 


at  Glorieta  Ski  Bible  Conference 


December  12— April  19,  1987 


Bring  your  Bible  and  come  ski  for  3  fun-filled  days  on 
the  sparkling  slopes  of  Santa  Fe  or  Sandia  ski  areas 
for  $167.60  per  person.  Includes:  4  nights  of  great 
Bible  study,  lodging  (4  per  room),  8  meals,  3  day  lift 
ticket,  equipment  rental  and  2  one-half  days  of 
instructions.  Cross-country  rates  available  Jan.- 
Mar. 

MORE  INFORMATION  contact  Glorieta  Baptist 
Conference  Center,  Box  8,  Glorieta,  NM  87535 
(505)  757-6161. 
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Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  1987 


January  18-25 

Reconciled  to 
God  in  Christ 

2  Corinthians  5:1  7-6:4 
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Send  P.0.  Form  3579  to  P.0.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
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CJhe  Bishop  5 
Comer 

‘ A  Prayer  for  Hearing’ 


The  referee  at  the  football  game 
wears  a  cordless  microphone  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  penalties.  He  also  uses  the 
old  arm  signals,  but  the  voice  explana¬ 
tion  is  much  to  be  desired  especially 
by  the  television  audience. 

Occasionally  he  forgets  to  turn  the 
mike  on  or  it  fails  to  work  properly. 
We  see  him,  we  watch  his  mouth  mov¬ 
ing,  but  we  hear  nothing.  The  specta¬ 
tor  has  to  guess  what  the  referee  is 
saying. 

In  a  game  over  the  holidays  there 
was  a  particular  penalty  crucial  to 
the  game,  but  the  mike  didn’t  work 
and  I  never  did  learn  the  nature  of  the 
infraction. 

Isn’t  that  the  way  it  is  with  God 
sometimes?  He  turns  toward  us  to 
give  us  the  explanation  or  direction. 


We  try  to  listen  but  the  mike  is  not 
loud  enough  or  our  own  hearing  not 
sensitive  enough.  We  want  to  know, 
but  we  don’t.  Or  sometimes,  the  mes¬ 
sage  is  "garbled”  and  indistinct  to  our 
ears  and  we  miss  the  chance  to  do  His 
will. 

That  is  why  we  ought  not  to  be  ar¬ 
rogant  or  self  righteous  in  our  faith.  It 
just  isn’t  always  possible  to  hear  the 
correct  directions.  It  is  also  reason  to 
have  some  daily  close  relationship 
with  Him  so  we  can  guess  correctly  at 
the  message  we  do  not  hear  distinctly. 

It  isn’t  God’s  fault  that  we  do  not 
hear.  It  is  our  own.  So,  here’s  to  better 
hearing  for  all  of  us  in  the  New  Year. 


My  Job  Training  Events 

1987 


Jan.  18 

Asbury,  Lafayette 
3:00  p.m. 


Feb.  8 

Westlake  UMC 
2:30  p.m. 


Jan.  19 

FUMC,  Covington 
7:00  p.m. 


Feb.  9 

FUMC,  Bossier  City 
7:00  p.m. 


Jan.  20 

Rayne,  New  Orleans 
7:00  p.m. 


Feb.  10 

Trinity,  Ruston 
6:30  p.m. 


Jan.  21 

FUMC,  Houma 
7:00  p.m. 


Feb.  11 

Rayville,  UMC 
7:00  p.m. 


Jan.  26 

FUMC,  Denham  Springs 
7:00  p.m. 


Feb.  12 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 
7:00  p.m. 


Church  officials  are  urged  to  attend  the  My  Job  Training  Event  in  their 
respective  districts.  Training,  information,  direction  and  inspiration  will  help 
church  leaders  to  do  a  more  effective  job  in  their  local  churches. 


Rev.  Clyde  T.  Shaw,  retired  minister 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  died  on 
Dec.  10, 1986. 

Rev.  James  Thomas  Harris,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  on  Dec.  20, 1986. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 

Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 

Convocation  of  Boards 

Council  Director-Editor 

January  30-31, 1987 

Sherree  R.  Moore 

Editorial  Assistant 

First  Church, 

Baton  Rouge 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 

Jan.  23-25, 1987 


The  ‘Louisiana  Connection’  at  Rally  ’87 

‘Watch  Parties’  Planned  for  the  24th 


Over  2,000  United  Methodists  from 
across  the  nation  and  the  denomination 
will  be  gathering  next  weekend,  Jan.  23- 
25,  in  Houston,  Texas  for  the  long-await¬ 
ed  Rally  ’87.  The  theme  for  the  Rally  is 
“Strengthening  the  Church  through  the 
Sunday  School.” 

The  concept  for  Rally  ’87  grew  out  of 
the  widespread  response  to  the  rapid 
Sunday  School  growth  experienced  here 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood  placed  the  idea  be¬ 
fore  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  a  national  design  team  was  formed 
to  plan  the  event.  Dr.  John  Braden  of  our 

Feb.  2-8, 1987 


Conference  served  on  the  design  team. 

The  registration  figures  are  exciting 
to  those  who  have  been  working  with  the 
project.  Over  2,000  participants  are  reg¬ 
istered  out  of  which  over  70  will  be  at¬ 
tending  from  Louisiana.  There  are  also 
five  leaders  for  Rally  ’87  from  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference.  They  are  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood,  Dr.  Don  Emler,  Dr. 
David  Trickett,  Doris  Marsalis,  and  Dr. 
Braden.  They  will  be  leading  workshops 
at  the  event  and  Bishop  Underwood  will 
be  featured  in  the  Saturday  night  televi¬ 
sion  broadcast. 


The  special  telecast,  “Live  from  Rally 
’87,”  will  be  beamed  to  Galaxy  III,  tran¬ 
sponder  12.  Thousands  of  persons  will  join 
Rally  ’87  via  satellite  at  “watch  parties.’’ 

The  Rally  ’87  watch  parties  will  be 
held  in  areas  all  across  the  country 
where  satellite  dishes  are  available  to 
receive  this  telecast.  Louisiana  is  unique¬ 
ly  situated  in  that  we  have  approximate¬ 
ly  50  downlinks  across  our  Conference. 

These  watch  parties  will  let  you  ex¬ 
perience  one  of  the  four  exciting  assem¬ 
blies  which  lift  up  the  major  role  of  the 


Sunday  school  in  the  ministries  of  the 
church  and  introduce  a  major  new  Bible 
study  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  focus  of  this  special  telecast  is  to 
help  reach  persons  with  the  Good  News. 
Sunday  schools  are  growing  and 
churches  are  being  strengthened  all 
across  our  country. 

You  are  invited  to  attend  one  of  the 
watch  parties  that  will  be  held  in  your 
District  on  Saturday,  Jan.  24  at  7:30  p.m. 
contact  your  District  Office  for  more 
specific  information  regarding  the  sites 
for  these  watch  parties. 


Activities  for  Clergy  and  Laity 
Offered  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology 


Ministers’ Week  —  Feb.  2-4 


Laity  Week  —  Feb.  5-8 


“Troubled  People  in  a  Troubled 
World”  is  the  theme  for  the  1987  Minis¬ 
ters’  Week  held  annually  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas.  The  lec¬ 
tures,  scheduled  for  Feb.  2-4,  will  focus 
on  issues  in  care  of  elderly  persons,  on 
family  violence,  dying  with  dignity,  con¬ 
fronting  nuclear  arms  and  peace,  and  on 
new  ways  of  understanding  faith  with 
cultural  awareness. 

Dr.  William  F.  May,  Bishop  Emerito 
Nacpil,  and  Dr.  Joseph  L.  Allen  will  pre¬ 
sent  aspects  of  the  theme  during  the 
week’s  three-day  schedule,  beginning 
Monday  night,  February  2  and  continu¬ 
ing  through  Wednesday  evening,  Febru¬ 
ary  4, 1987. 

Bill  May  came  to  SMU  in  the  fall,  1985 
as  University  Professor  of  Ethics,  from 
an  already-distinguished  academic  ca¬ 
reer  at  Yale,  Smith  College,  Indiana  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  as  the  Joseph  P.  Kennedy, 
Sr.  Professor  of  Christian  Ethics  at 
Georgetown  University.  The  prolific 
writer  has  published  in  many  periodicals 
and  several  books,  conducting  lively  dis¬ 
cussions  of  complex  and  challenging  is¬ 
sues. 

Bishop  Emerito  Nacpil,  established  his 
reputation  as  a  theologian  and  educator 
in  Southest  Asia  prior  to  his  election  as 
Bishop  in  the  Philippines  Methodist 
Church  in  1980.  Holder  of  the  Ph.D.  de¬ 


gree  in  Systematic  Theology  from  Drew 
University,  he  takes  seriously  the  task  of 
expressing  the  traditioning  process  of 
the  gospel  in  Asia  in  terms  of  Asian  re¬ 
alities.  Recent  political  developments  in 
his  home  country  have  called  forth 
sometimes  surprising  reactions. 

Dr.  Joseph  Allen  has  served  on  the 
Perkins  faculty  since  1957,  following  his 
B.A.  degree  work  at  Duke  University, 
and  earning  the  M.A.  and  the  Ph.D.  from 
Yale  University.  The  Professor  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Ethics  has  conducted  research  fol¬ 
lowing  his  long-standing  interest  in  the 
subject  of  ethics  and  war,  including  a 
year  as  a  research  fellow  at  the  Hudson 
Institute,  which  supports  policy  research 
on  questions  of  national  security  and  in¬ 
ternational  order.  He  authored  Love  and 
Conflict:  A  Convenantal  Model  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Ethics,  and  a  number  of  articles  in 
his  field. 

For  the  first  time  this  year,  a  $25.00 
registration  fee  will  be  collected  from 
participants  in  Perkins’  Ministers’  Week, 
to  maintain  the  high  quality  of  the  out¬ 
standing  lecturers  brought  each  year  to 
the  event.  A  sizeable  number  of  scholar¬ 
ships  are  available  to  be  granted  on  ad¬ 
vance  request.  Payment  of  the 
registration  affords  reduced  costs  of  $5 
rather  than  $8,  for  each  of  the  two  lun¬ 
cheons  in  the  student  center  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  at  noon. 


Laity  Week  at  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  will  be  held  Feb.  5  through  Feb.  8 
and  will  be  the  14th  year  of  providing  an 
opportunity  for  serious  theological  study 
for  interested  lay  persons.  Perkins  facul¬ 
ty  members  will  again  be  presenting  a 
variety  of  substantial  courses  dealing 
with  a  wide  range  of  topics.  These 
courses  draw  upon  the  research  and 
teaching  of  the  Perkins  faculty  and  are 
adapted  for  this  concentrated  weekend 
designated  especially  for  the  laity. 

Dr.  Edward  J.  Hemphill  Jr.  will  give 
the  keynote  speech  at  the  Laity  Week 
luncheon  on  Fri.,  Feb.  6,  in  the  Student 
Center  Ballroom  and  will  teach  the 
course  “Christian  Faith  and  the  Older 
Person.” 

Born  in  Delaware  in  1912,  Dr.  Hem¬ 
phill  completed  his  theological  training 
in  1942  and  served  as  Navy  chaplain  for 
30  years. 

Upon  retirement,  he  earned  a  Ph.D.  in 
Behavioral  Science  in  1978  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Florida  and  certification  in 
Gerontology  at  Southern  Cal  in  1981. 

His  course  helps  examine  the  Chris¬ 


tian  meaning  of  aging,  assists  those  min¬ 
istering  to  older  persons  through 
community,  family  and  particularly  in 
the  local  church. 

There  are  several  features  for  this 
year’s  event  that  are  worth  noting.  The 
Perkins  Seminary  Singers  will  present 
the  worship  concert  from  their  annual 
tour  on  the  evening  of  Thurs.,  Feb.  5. 
Peggy  Goochey,  Christian  dramatists 
will  give  a  dramatic  portrayal  of  "Wom¬ 
en  in  the  Bible”  on  Saturday  evening. 

Another  feature  worth  noting  is  that 
the  Laity  Week  courses  have  expanded. 
Two  sets  of  the  two-day  courses  are  of¬ 
fered  for  the  first  time  in  1987.  The  first 
set  begins  Thursday  afternoon  and  con¬ 
tinues  through  Friday.  The  second  set  be¬ 
gins  Saturday  morning  and  continues 
through  noon  on  Sunday.  Additional  one- 
day  seminars  are  also  offered  on  Satur¬ 
day. 

More  information  on  Laity  Week  or 
Ministers’  Week  can  be  obtained  by  writ¬ 
ing  to  the  Office  of  Continuing  Education, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  Dallas,  Tex.  75275 
or  calling  (214  )  692-2251. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist  Sunday 
February  1, 1987 


Around  the  Conference 


Appointment  Changes 

Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  announces  the  following  changes  in  appointments  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Rev.  Carlos  Alvin  Welch  tranferred  in  from  the  Delhi  Regional  Conference  in  India 
effective  Dec.  1, 1986  and  appointed  to  the  United  Theological  College  in  India. 

Rev.  Gregory  Lyn  Bushway  transferred  in  from  the  Memphis  Conference  and  ap¬ 
pointed  as  Associate  Minister  at  Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church,  Slidell,  in  the 
New  Orleans/Slidell  District  effective  Jan.  1, 1987. 

Rev.  Kenneth  Reginal  Jones  transferred  in  from  the  North  Georgia  Conference 
and  appointed  to  First  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  in  the  New  Orleans/ 
Slidell  District  effective  Jan.  1, 1987. 

Dr.  Daniel  W.  Tohline,  New  Orleans/Slidell  District,  has  been  granted  the  disabil¬ 
ity  relationship  effective  Jan.  1, 1987. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Williams,  New  Orleans/Slidell  District,  has  been  granted  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  effective  Jan.  1, 1987. 

Deaths 


Rev.  Oakley  Lee,  retired  minister  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  died  on  Dec. 
31, 1986. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Williams,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
died  on  Jan.  1, 1987. 


1 


Gene  Allen  has  been  honored  with  a 
Lifetime  Membership  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Club.  The  Maplewood  UMM 
presented  the  membership,  the  highest 
recognition  that  can  be  bestowed  upon  a 
member.  Allen  is  the  third  person  in  Loui¬ 
siana  who  has  received  the  Lifetime 
Membership.  He  is  serving  his  fourth 
year  as  president  of  Maplewood’s  UMM, 
lay  leader  of  the  church,  and  chairs  the 
Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee. 


"Is  this  our  finest  hour?”  The  congregation  of  Munholland  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Metairie  was  asked  by  Rev.  Jolly  Harper,  the  organizing  pastor.  Rev. 
Harper  spoke  recently  for  the  50th  anniversary  Jubilee  celebration.  He  also  was 
among  the  seven  former  senior  and  associate  ministers  on  hand  for  the  day-long  ac¬ 
tivities. 

During  the  Church  School  hour,  children’s  classes  were  visited  by  Mrs.  Susie  May 
Munholland  (portrayed  by  Fran  Roemershauser).  All  adult  classes  gathered  with 
former  members  and  then  honored  charter  members  to  visit  and  reminisce.  After 
the  morning  worship  services,  a  dedication  service  was  held  to  install  a  plaque  hon¬ 
oring  Revs.  Ed  Harris  and  D.  W.  Poole  for  their  work  in  helping  build  the  church’s 
education  building. 

An  antique  car  procession  led  the  group  in  the  afternoon  to  Lafreniere  Park  for  an 
old-fashioned  picnic,  complete  with  lemonade,  home-made  ice  cream  and  birthday 
cake.  The  575  folks  were  entertained  by  a  brass  band,  the  church’s  children’s  and 
youth  choirs,  the  Munholland  Gospel  Singers,  and  a  sing-along  led  by  Kent  Kil- 
bourne,  a  former  associate  from  Houston.  A  play  “This  Is  Your  Life  Munholland” 
portrayed  past  historical  events  and  future  hopes  and  plans  of  Munholland.  The  day 
ended  with  a  service  of  dedication  and  thanksgiving.  Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir  is  the 
senior  minister. 


Pictured  are  the  softball  teams  of  St.  Bernard  United  Methodist  Church  in  Chal- 
mette.  The  trophy  was  won  by  the  women’s  team  in  the  St.  Bernard  Parish  Christian 
Ball  League. 
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Oral  Roberts,  temptation  and  us 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 


JANUARY  16,  1987 


If  Scripture  means 
Roberts  better  look  out. 

The  evangelist  based  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  is 
quoted  as  telling  his  Jan.  4  television  au¬ 
dience  that  he  might  die  if  he  doesn’t  re¬ 
ceive  $4.5  million  by  March  to  launch  a 
worldwide  medical  outreach  program 
(see  related  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Mr.  Roberts  asked  his  supporters  to 
send  $100  immediately  and  pledge  other 
amounts  for  February  and  March.  He 
said  the  funds  are  needed  to  provide 
scholarships  for  students  at  his  Tulsa 
medical  school. 

Those  receiving  the  free  medical 
training  must  pledge  later  to  serve  for 
three  years  on  mission  healing  teams  in 
developing  countries. 

If  the  needed  funds  are  not  raised,  Mr. 
Roberts  said,  “God  could  call  Oral  Rob¬ 
erts  home.” 

Our  reading  of  the  New  Testament 
makes  us  wonder,  however,  whether  Mr. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Kearney,  Neb. 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  1,200  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kearney,  Neb.  (Nebraska  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Kearney,  we 
say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor,”  “Here  I  Stand”  and  “My  Wit¬ 
ness.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


anything,  Oral  Roberts  is  listening  to  God  or . . . 

Then  the  devil  took  him  to  the 
holy  city,  and  set  him  on  the 
pinnacle  of  the  temple,  and  said 
to  him,  “If  you  are  the  Son  of 
God,  throw  yourself  down;  for  it 
is  written,  ‘He  will  give  his 
angels  charge  of  you,’  and  ‘On 
their  hands  they  will  bear  you 
up,  lest  you  strike  your  foot 
against  a  stone.’  ”  Jesus  said  to 
him,  “Again  it  is  written,  ‘You 
shall  not  tempt  the  Lord  your 
God.’  ”  (Matthew  4:5-7). 

We  do  not  wish  ill  health  for  Oral  Rob¬ 
erts,  much  less  death.  We  have  no  reason 
to  doubt  his  need  for  funds  or  the  worthi¬ 
ness  of  the  cause  for  which  they  will  be 
used. 

We  respect  him  as  a  fellow  Christian 
and  as  one  who  has  identified  himself 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church.  We 
have  long  affirmed  Mr.  Roberts’  empha¬ 
sis  on  the  health  benefits  of  faith  and  the 
spiritual  dimension  of  healing. 

In  his  effort  to  dramatize  his  minis¬ 
try’s  most  recent  financial  need,  howev¬ 
er,  we  believe  Mr.  Roberts  has  gone 
beyond  scriptural  sanction.  By  threaten¬ 
ing  to  die  if  the  requested  funds  don’t 
come  in,  he  has,  in  effect,  “thrown  him¬ 
self  down.”  He  has  tempted  his  support¬ 
ers.  Worse,  he  is  tempting  God. 

We  cannot  defend  such  morally  and 
theologically  questionable  fund-raising 
efforts.  We  do  see  in  this  occurrence  a 
redemptive  reminder:  Even  the  most 
stalwart  of  us  who  call  ourselves  Chris¬ 
tians  often  stumble  and  fall  short  in  our 
efforts  to  serve  God’s  kingdom. 

It’s  part  of  the  irony  and  the  mystery 
of  our  faith  that  God  nevertheless  can 
and  does  use  our  imperfect  efforts  to  ac¬ 
complish  His  will. 

As  Christians,  we  should  regularly 
consider  our  own  susceptibility  to  less- 
than-Christian  behavior — even  when 
we’re  certain  of  both  the  sincerity  of  our 
motives  and  the  worthiness  of  our  goals. 

It’s  not  likely  that  Jesus  would  have  us 
pray  for  deliverance  from  temptation 
and  evil  if  they  were  not  ever-present 
threats  to  the  spiritual  well-being  of  us 
all. 


Most  UMs  reject  proposals  to  end  member  loss 


By  HENRY  H.  PRESLER 

The  continuing  debate  in  columns  of 
the  Reporter  over  the  causes  and  cure  of 
membership  losses  suffered  in  recent 
years  by  United  Methodism  seldom  rec¬ 
ognizes  that  the  bulk  of  our  members 
might  stop  attending  church  were  the 
proposed  remedies  implemented. 

Among  the  respected  remedies  urged 
are  17th  and  18th  century  Wesleyanism, 
circuit-rider  enthusiasm,  mass  and  pub¬ 
lic  evangelism,  some  kinds  of  fundamen¬ 
talism,  charismatic  experience,  etc. 

One  or  more  is  advocated  to  supply  an 
alleged  lack  of  spirituality  in  our  denom¬ 
ination. 

But  an  overwhelming  number  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  not  leaving  our  de¬ 
nomination  precisely  because  they  do 
not  see  or  hear  within  its  ranks  the  reme¬ 
dies  proposed.  Our  seminaries  and  their 
graduates  have  encouraged  and  evolved 
a  version  of  Christianity  to  which  they 
and  most  laypeople  are  committed. 

Valid  experience  emerging 

To  suggest  that  this  version  is  not 
“spiritual,”  not  “doctrinal,”  not  “evange¬ 
listic”  is  to  talk  like  certain  non-Method¬ 
ists.  Among  the  rank  and  file  of  our 
clergy  and  members,  there  is  a  valid 
kind  of  religious  experience  emerging 
from  a  Christian  worldview. 

This  worldview  attempts  to  promote  a 
Methodism  aware  of  modern  knowledge, 
Marxist  criticism,  current  secularism 
and  sophistication,  and  foreign  travel. 

Although  the  acids  of  modernity  have 
not  been  strong  enough  to  precipitate 
Christianity  out  of  our  members,  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  them  do  not 
go  along  with  the  concerned  and  earnest 
remedies  proposed  for  our  membership 
losses. 

For  36  years  I  served  as  a  Methodist 
missionary,  mostly  in  Mid-India,  where 
Hinduism,  Islam,  Jainism,  Buddhism  and 
Sikhism  are  fragmented  by  different 
sects  and  denominations. 

Members  of  the  yarious  fragments  did 
not  accuse  their  peers  of  a  lack  of  spiri¬ 
tuality. 

As  director  of  a  seminary  research  de¬ 
partment,  I  and  my  colleagues  attempt¬ 


ed  case  studies  of  the  many  divisions.  We 
did  not  discover  non-Christian  sects 
whose  members  advocated  a  different 
type  of  piety  for  themselves. 

We  did  not  hear  adherents  blaming  a 
failure  to  expand  or  a  membership  loss 
on  their  own  shallow,  cold  religion. 

Similarly,  there  were  40  different 
Christian  pockets  in  our  India  city.  We 
observed  each  over  a  period  of  time.  I  do 
not  recall  any  attrib¬ 
uting  losses  in  mem¬ 
bership  to  spiritual 
weakness  or  doctrin¬ 
al  error. 

The  Indian  opinion  ^ 
seemed  to  be:  We  are  ) 

Christians.  We  have 
one  denominational  ^ 

version  of  that  reli-  Henry  Presler 
gion.  We  are  committed  to  that  version; 
and  any  attracted  to  it  are  welcome  to 
join  us.  We  are  loyal  to  our  version.  Oth¬ 
ers  are  loyal  to  their  different  versions. 

90  percent  like  what  they  see 

Possibly  90  percent  of  American  Meth¬ 
odists  are  not  leaving  the  United 
Methodist  Church  because  they  like  what 
they  see,  hear  and  do  in  it. 

To  try  to  alter  or  "correct”  what  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  has  become  could  be  as  di- 
sastrous  as  the  recent  attempt  of 
Coca-Cola  to  change  its  soft  drink  prod¬ 
uct. 

Other  American  businesses,  discover¬ 
ing  through  their  marketing  analyses 
that  some  people  do  not  like  a  product, 
continue  that  product  because  most  oth¬ 
ers  do  like  it.  They  then  add  another 
product  besides  the  old  product  and  un¬ 
der  a  different  name. 

This  strategy  may  be  analogous  to  the 
effort  of  the  Good  News  Methodists  to 
proclaim  their  practice  of  Methodism  as 
an  addition  to  the  majority  practice. 

But  the  main  body  of  Methodists  con¬ 
tinues  to  enjoy  a  version  of  Christianity 
with  characteristic  and  standardized 
doctrinal  assumptions,  Christian  experi¬ 
ence  and  fellowship,  and  religious  quest. 

This  majority  version  attracts  letters 
of  transfer  voluntarily  brought  by  indi¬ 
viduals  from  denominations  alleged  by 


those  denominations  to  be  more  spiritual 
than  we  Methodists. 

In  brief,  it  may  be  impossible  to  budge 
the  American  Methodist  version  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  blamed  by  some  for  our  member¬ 
ship  losses.  More  than  a  century  was 
required  to  develop  (among  the  past  and 
present  millions  of  members)  the 
Methodist  stance  in  this  modern  era. 

Can  we  do  nothing? 

Does  this  mean  that  we  can  do  nothing 
about  membership  losses?  No.  Several 
alternative  programs  may  be  open  to  us 
with  reference  to  the  statistics. 

First,  we  need  not  try  to  stop  the  exo¬ 
dus  of  the  10  percent  of  our  membership 
who  prefer  a  different  facet  of  Christian¬ 
ity  that  we  do  not  place  in  focus.  Let 
them  go  as  friends. 

Second,  let  us  recognize  religious  val¬ 
ues  in  the  version  proclaimed  by  our 
seminaries  and  clergy  to  the  90  percent 
who  embrace  it  without  dubbing  them 
“unspiritual.” 

Third,  if  United  Methodists  from  coast 
to  coast  are  thinking  people  who  value 
the  belief  and  doctrine,  piety  and  ritual, 
experience  and  morals  proclaimed  by 
their  ministers,  let  us  set  about  charting 
a  course  through  the  present  theological 
and  moral  turmoil. 

Fourth,  we  may  encourage  innova¬ 
tions  within  our  congregations  whereby 
discontented  but  faithful  members  may 
be  served. 

If,  for  example,  the  Good  News  move¬ 
ment  is  to  the  right,  there  are  numerous 
leftist  study  groups,  religious  book  clubs 
and  private,  unreported  circles  of  lay¬ 
men  who  tend  toward  new  horizons  in  re¬ 
ligion. 

John  Wesley  said,  “Is  your  heart  right 
with  God?  Then  here’s  my  hand!”  Let  us 
encourage  such  probings,  not  oppose 
them. 

Encourage  those  like  us 

Fifth,  we  may  appraise  membership 
prospects  who  resemble  us  in  ideological 
and  emotional  backgrounds  and  encour¬ 
age  them  to  try  the  kind  of  service  and 
message  offered  by  our  ministers. 

Whether  the  United  Methodist  Church 


‘Functional  atheists’  of  many  kinds  are  hurting  church 

Editor:  - A  „  T„L_  TIT 1 _ *  ..  .  _  _  ^  ^ 


To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciated  the  Jan.  2  editorial  on 
“functional  atheists.” 

However,  you  might  have  carried  your 
thoughts  further  than  those  who  “pray  for¬ 
mally  at  church  but  expect  no  answer.” 

I  don’t  believe  that  Madalyn  Murray 
O’Hair  does  nearly  as  much  violence  to 
the  “faith  of  our  fathers”  as  do  some  of 
our  seminary  professors.  They  deny  the 
miraculous  birth  of  Jesus,  his  bodily  resur¬ 
rection  from  the  dead  and  second  coming. 

Some  even  go  so  far  as  to  deny  theol¬ 
ogy  about  the  miracles  of  Jesus.  Indeed, 
they  seem  to  be  saying,  “What  you  see  is 
what  you  get!”  and  “This  is  all  there  is” 
if  Christ  is  not  raised  from  the  dead. 

Here’s  Paul’s  argument:  “If  Christ  has 
not  been  raised  from  the  dead,  your  faith  is 
futile;  you  are  still  in  your  sins.  Those  also 
who  have  fallen  asleep  in  Christ  are  lost.  If 
in  this  life  only  we  have  hope  in  Christ,  we 
are  to  be  pitied  more  than  all  men.  But 
Christ  has  indeed  been  raised  from  the 
dead”  (I  Corinthians  15:17ff  NIV). 

Which  darkness  is  to  be  preferred: 
Mrs.  O’Hair’s  or  that  of  theologians  who 
talk  of  the  “resurrection  faith”  but  deny 
the  “resurrection  fact”? 

George  W.  Harbuck 
Mansfield,  Louisiana 

Are  we  6 Almost  Christians’? 

To  the  Editor: 

A  synopsis  of  the  Jan.  2  editorial  about 
“functional  atheists”  was  carried  on  the 
religion  page  of  the  Jan.  3  Denver  Post. 
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I  also  recently  read  a  John  Wesley  ser¬ 
mon  titled,  “The  Almost  Christian”  and 
was  amazed  at  the  parallels  between  it 
and  the  editorial.  Wesley  gives  the 
“rules”  for  becoming  “The  Altogether 
Christian”  in  the  same  sermon. 

Could  it  be  that  the  “almost  Chris¬ 
tians”  that  Wesley  speaks  about  and  the 
“functional  atheists”  the  editorial  de¬ 
scribes  are  the  reason  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  losing  membership? 

I  read  the  sermon  in  a  book  by  Clare 
George  Weakley  Jr.,  “The  Nature  of 
Spiritual  Growth,”  (Bethany  House  Pub¬ 
lishers,  Minneapolis,  Minn.). 

These  sermons  have  placed  a  whole 
new  perspective  on  my  understanding  of 
Wesley’s  views  on  the  Holy  Spirit.  They 
do  not  match  most  of  modern  UMC  doc¬ 
trine  that  is  supposedly  Wesleyan. 

I  recommend  this  book  to  Reporter 
readers  and  staff  as  a  “new”  look  at 
John  Wesley. 

The  preface  points  out  that  Wesley  is 
the  “spiritual  father  of  more  than  35  de¬ 
nominations,  the  largest  being  the  UMC, 
and  also  the  spiritual  grandfather  of  the 
Salvation  Army,  the  Church  of  the  Naza- 
rene,  and  Pentecostal,  Full  Gospel,  Holi¬ 
ness,  and  charismatic  renewal  groups.” 

I  find  it  interesting  that  at  least  most 
of  the  churches  that  Wesley  is  “father” 
or  “grandfather”  to  are  growing  except 
the  UMC. 

The  difference  seems  to  be  the  empha¬ 
sis  on  the  Holy  Spirit  in  those  churches 
that  are  growing.  Wesley  points  out  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  an  indwelling,  living 
entity  in  our  lives,  not  a  concept  as  I 
have  been  taught  as  a  United  Methodist. 

Thanks  for  the  thought-provoking  edi¬ 
torial.  We  must  all  decide  if  we  want  to 
be  “almost”  or  “altogether”  Christians. 

My  prayer  is  that  I  and  my  fellow 
UMC  members  will  strive  to  be  “alto¬ 
gether  Christians”  rather  than  “function¬ 
al  atheists.”  Being  a  signed-up  member 
of  the  UMC  does  not  automatically  make 
us  Christians  much  less  Altogether 
Christians.  Darryl  Todd 

Fort  Collins,  Colorado 

We  do  some  disservice 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  responding  to  the  Jan.  2  editorial 
headlined  “Are  you  a  functional  atheist?” 

The  purpose  of  the  editorial  was  to 
call  attention  to  “functional,”  or  de 
facto,  atheism  within  the  church.  But  I’m 
concerned  here  with  how  we  regard  out¬ 
spoken  doctrinaire  “atheists.” 

I  put  the  word  in  quotation  marks  be¬ 
cause  these  people  are  often  silent  about 
God,  but  they  rail  against  the  church. 

You  quote  Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair  as 
saying  to  an  audience,  “Every  one  of  you 
here  today  has  had  personal  inadequacy 
pumped  into  you  over  and  over  by  reli¬ 
gion.  . .  Judeo-Christian  thought  is  the 
most  regressive  thought  process  ever  de¬ 
veloped  and  has  caused  more  misery 
than  any  other  idea  in  history.” 

In  my  life,  I’ve  known  many,  many 
people  who  have  had  similar  feelings. 
Keen-eared,  sensitive  people  trying  to 
defend  their  self-esteem  are  apt  to  home 
in  on  statements  like,  “We  are  not  wor¬ 
thy  to  pick  up  the  crumbs  under  Thy  ta¬ 
ble"  as  poisonous  to  their  spirits. 

The  church  often  does  a  grave  disser¬ 
vice  to  people  of  that  personality  type. 

When  we  use  Jesus  Christ  as  a  model 
of  faith  and  behavior,  of  course  we  look 
unworthy.  His  example,  viewed  totally, 
is  humanly  impossible  to  attain. 


But  if  we  spent  more  time  emphasiz¬ 
ing  faith  as  the  basis  of  birth  in  the  spirit 
and  acknowledging  that  the  best  a  hu¬ 
man  can  do  is  bound  to  be  good  enough 
for  a  loving  God,  we  would  produce  few¬ 
er  people  who  run  out  into  the  cold  to 
save  themselves  from  us,  possibly  to  spin 
around  and  attack  us. 

Don  Bolding 
Dallas,  Texas 

Wondering  about  God 

To  the  Editor: 

I  had  just  reread  Spurgeon  Dunnam’s 
Dec.  5  column  regarding  the  SMU  foot¬ 
ball  scandal  and  supporting  letters  of 
Theodore  Agnew  and  Donald  McGregor 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  26). 

Someone  had  the  television  set  on,  and 
I  heard  a  football  coach  whose  team  had 
just  qualified  for  a  coveted  bowl  game 
say:  “We  had  two  players  with  broken 
bones  today,  and  a  lot  of  other  men  with 
injuries,  but,  thank  God,  we’re  still  in 
this  thing.” 

I  wonder  Could  the  great  coach  have 
been  addressing  the  same  God  as  He  who 
has  tried  for  many  many  years,  with  mod¬ 
erate  success,  to  keep  us  all  in  a  spirit  of 
consideration  for  our  fellow  humans? 

1  Q^rl  Mullins  White 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

More  on  Catholic  prayer 

To  the  Editor: 

An  adult  Sunday-school  teacher  stated 
in  her  Jan.  2  letter  that  “Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  do  not  pray  to  their  saints,  but  they 
do  ask  them  to  intercede  for  them,  just 
as  we  ask  our  friends  to  pray  for  us.” 

With  all  due  respect  to  her  opinion, 
let’s  see  what  our  accepted  source  of  ref¬ 
erence,  the  Bible,  has  to  say  about  that. 

Jesus  clearly  taught  his  disciples  to 
pray,  “saying,  Our  Father,  which  art  in 
heaven  . . .”  in  Luke  11:2.  We  can  also 
agree  that  “There  is  one  God,  and  one 
mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  man 
Christ  Jesus”  as  found  in  I  Timothy  2:5. 

And  we  do  find  Jesus  telling  us  to  “Ask 
the  Father ...  in  my  name.” 

But  the  big  question  is,  does  it  do  any 
good  to  ask  Mary  or  any  of  the  other 
physically  dead  saints  to  intercede  for  or 
pray  for  us? 

Paul  writes  that  “They  truly  were 
many  priests,  because  they  were  not  suf¬ 
fered  to  continue  by  reason  of  death:  but 
this  man,  because  he  continueth  ever, 
hath  an  unchangeable  priesthood.  There¬ 
fore  he  is  able  also  to  save  them  to  the 
uttermost  that  come  unto  God  by  him 
seeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  interces¬ 
sion  for  them"  (Hebrews  7:23-25). 

We  see  that  Jesus  always  lives  to  make 
intercession  for  those  whom  he  saves.  It 
is  both  unnecessary  and  impossible  for 
the  dead  saints  to  intercede  for  us  now  be¬ 
cause  they  have  died,  just  as  the  priests 
who  interceded  for  Israel  before  Jesus’ 
work  began  as  our  high  priest  did. 

Although  I  can  appreciate  their  want¬ 
ing  a  little  extra  help  from  Mary  and  the 
dead  saints,  that  type  of  prayer  Is  from 
an  extra-biblical  source  and  is  contrary 
to  the  Bible. 

Therefore,  I  pray  that  God  will  forgive 
them  when  they  see  the  truth  and  repent 
of  their  error.  _ 

David  King 

Deerfield  Beach,  Florida 

‘Distrust’  column  praised 

To  the  Editor: 

I  very  much  appreciated  the  article 
headlined,  “Distrust  of  strangers: 
Dangerous”  that  appeared  in  the  Dec.  12 
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“Here  I  Stand”  column. 

I  was  reared  in  a  home  where  I  was 
taught  the  Christian  act  to  speak  kindly 
to  everyone  you  met— stranger  and 
friend  alike.  It  distresses  me  very  much 
to  see  children  being  taught  the  opposite 
of  what  Christ  would  have  us  emulate  in 
the  way  of  acceptance  of  all  people. 

I,  too,  have  gone  ,  through  experiences 
such  as  John  Gilbert  testified  to  in  his  ar¬ 
ticle,  and  I  also  came  away  not  with  an¬ 
ger  but  with  a  disenchanted  spirit. 

The  Gospel  does  not  put  protection  of 
body  above  the  preservation  of  our 
Christian  deeds,  and  those  include  a  good 
smile  and  a  good  greeting  to  everyone 
we  meet.  Our  children  can  still  be  taught 
caution,  but  let’s  do  it  in  the  context  of 
the  Christian  faith. 

John  D.  Patterson 

Indiana,  Pennsylvania 

Why  not  try  evangelism? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Dec.  26  editorial  headlined,  “New 
middle  ground  on  apartheid”  has  caused 
me  to  restrain  myself  no  longer. 

The  problem  I  have  is  prioritizing  evil 
in  the  same  order  as  the  Reporter.  It 
seems  that  for  you  racism  on  a  descend¬ 
ing  “evil  scale”  is  in  first  place  followed 
by  exploitation  of  the  working  class  and 
sexual  inequality. 

Funny,  but  I  haven’t  found  any  of 
these  in  the  top  concerns  of  Jesus  in  my 
reading  of  the  New  Testament. 

Perhaps  I  am  just  not  astute  enough, 
and  I  am  sure  you  or  your  readers  will 
correct  me,  but  aren’t  we  supposed  to 
transform  people  through  the  renewing 
of  their  minds  and  by  introducing  them 
to  the  Gospel  and  the  love  of  Christ? 

Would  apartheid  even  exist  if  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  Afrikaners  had  a  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Christ? 

Wouldn’t  an  all-out  evangelism  effort 
have  many  more  times  the  positive  ef¬ 
fect  than  imposing  sanctions,  which  do 
little  more  than  strengthen  a  stubborn 
person’s  resolve  and  burden  those  who 
can  least  afford  it? 

Not  only  would  apartheid  problems  be 
resolved,  but  we  would  be  fulfilling  the 
Great  Commission. 

There  are  many  other  evils  that  don’t 
seem  to  get  equal  treatment  by  the  Re¬ 
porter  and  other  social-gospel  publica¬ 
tions. 

I  am  referring  to  the  plight  of  Jews 
and  Christians  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  its 
satellites,  the  invasion  of  Afghanistan 
and  the  subversion  attempts  of  Cuba  and 
Nicaragua  in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

Once  again  however,  if  more  energy  is 
spent  evangelizing  and  less  apologizing 
for  and  defending  liberation  theology,  a 


“bottoms  up”  approach  would  truly 
bring  the  peace  we  all  pray  for. 

J.  D.  Collner 
Cocoa,  Florida 

Animals  have  rights 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks,  Connie  Hastings,  for  raising 
the  issue  of  humane  and  ethical  treat¬ 
ment  of  animals  (see  “Here  I  Stand,” 
Jan.  2). 

Too  often  Christians  condone  exploit¬ 
ative  and  cruel  treatment  of  animals, 
and  abuse  of  the  environment  in  general, 
by  asserting  that  God  made  the  world  for 
us  to  do  with  as  we  wish. 

While  we  assert  that  the  universe  cen¬ 
ters  on  God,  we  really  believe  that  it  cen¬ 
ters  on  humankind.  We  really  believe 
that  we  are  lord  of  all  we  survey. 

Our  human-centered  arrogance  allows 
us  to  justify  not  only  the  needless  suffer¬ 
ing  of  animals  for  pointless  experimen¬ 
tation  but  also  the  extinction  of  countless 
species  of  animals  and  plants  every  year 
through  habitat  destruction  and  pollution 
and  for  commercial  profit. 

God  made  every  iota  of  his  universe 
with  love.  He  was  pleased  with  all  parts 
of  it,  not  just  the  human  part.  He 
charged  us  to  be  stewards,  caretakers  of 
his  world. 

I  doubt  he’s  too  pleased  with  what 
we’ve  done  with  his  charge.  How  can  we 
truly  care  for  people  until  we  care  for 
the  world  people  live  in? 

Patricia  Nichols 
Dallas,  Texas 

Similarity  noted 

To  the  Editor: 

This  regards  James  Campbell’s  article 
headlined,  “Santa  Claus  reflects  human 
yearning  for  God”  (see  UMR,  Dec.  6). 

It  seems  to  this  reader  that  human 
yearning  for  God  is  also  described  in  Ex¬ 
odus  32:1-4. 

Could  there  be  a  similarity? 

W.  E.  Roberts 
San  Carlos,  California 

Just  get  up! 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  early  days  of  Methodism,  so  I 
was  once  told,  ministers  rose  at  4  o’clock 
every  morning  to  meditate  and  pray. 

At  a  Christmas  Conference  at  West¬ 
minister,  Md.,  a  newly  ordained  young 
minister  asked  an  older  colleague, 
“Brother  John,  how  do  you  get  up  at  4 
o’clock  in  the  morning?  Do  you  pray 
about  it?” 

“No!”  snorted  the  older  man.  “I  just 
get  up!” 

Marjorie  Grafflin 
Newfane,  Vermont 


becomes  smaller  or  larger  is  to  dabble  in 
predictions.  The  outcome  depends  partly 
on  factors  outside  our  control,  such  as  so¬ 
cietal  swings  toward  liberalism  or  con¬ 
servatism,  the  amount  of  public-school 
or  private-Christian-school  education  en¬ 
joyed  by  our  children,  internal  or  inter¬ 
national  commotions,  civil  religion  and 
so  on. 

We  Methodists  may  pray  for  divine 
guidance,  serve  God,  follow  Christ  and 
acknowledge  the  presence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  our  lives.  We  may  continue  to 
draw  our  nurture  from  the  canonical 
Scriptures.  We  will  persist  as  a  stable 
body  of  Christians  called  Methodists. 

The  Rev.  Henry  H.  Presler,  a  retired 
ministerial  member  of  the  Madhya  Pra¬ 
desh  Annual  Conference  in  India,  lives  in 
Fargo,  N.D. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here 
I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 

My  Witness 

How  should  we 
treat  Christians 
who  shift  faiths? 

By  FLORENCE  P.  BYERLEY 
What  is  a  committed  Christian  sup¬ 
posed  to  do  when  a  member  of  her  fam¬ 
ily  or  a  loved  one  converts  to  another 
faith? 

Our  United  Methodist  Women’s  group 
faced  this  problem  a  few  months  ago 
when  a  past  vice 
president  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  joined 
Temple  Beth  El. 

Shirley  had  been  a 
faithful  member  of 
our  choir  and  sang  in 
a  trio.  She  sang  solo, 
too. 

We  missed  her  Florence  Byerley 
when  she  left  us  seeking  God  in  numer¬ 
ous  churches.  Finally  she  attended  Tem¬ 
ple  Beth  El  and  for  her  it  was  “just  like 
coming  home.” 

No,  Shirley  did  not  have  any  back¬ 
ground  in  Judaism.  No,  she  did  not  have 
a  Jewish  husband  or  boyfriend. 

My  husband  and  I  attended  her  conver¬ 
sion  service  and  Bas  Mitzvah,  and  we 
were  amazed  at  the  wonderful  way  in 
which  she  mastered  the  Hebrew  prayers, 
even  though  the  rabbi  teased  her  and 
said  that  she  spoke  Hebrew  like  a  goy. 

I  said  to  one  of  the  Jewish  women, 
“Your  gain  is  our  loss.”  Then  I  thought 
better  of  it  and  corrected  myself.  “Your 
gain  is  our  gain,  too,  for  Shirley  is  in  a 
superb  position  to  break  down  the  walls 
that  separate  us.” 

A  short  time  later  we  had  our  yearly 
mother-daughter  banquet  at  our  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Pinellas 
Park. 

I  had  already  invited  four  Roman 
Catholic  nuns  to  be  my  guests  and  act  as 
my  daughters  for  the  evening.  Then  I 
asked  Shirley  to  join  the  family.  Later  I 
invited  a  black  friend  to  come,  too.  She 
had  the  only  black  face  in  a  sea  of  white 
faces. 

The  theme  of  the  program  was  “Sew  a 
Garden  of  Love.”  Many  beautiful  patch- 
work  quilts  were  on  display,  but  the  most 
beautiful  one  of  all  was  God’s  own  patch- 
work  quilt,  my  daughters. 

We  were  served  cordon  bleu,  and  as 
every  one  knows,  ham  is  one  of  its  ingre¬ 
dients.  Shirley  no  longer  eats  pork  prod¬ 
ucts,  so  she  was  served  a  special  salad 
platter,  and  she  was  seated  between  a 
nun  and  one  of  our  past  presidents. 

Our  United  Methodist  Women  clearly 
understood  that  our  only  obligation  to 
our  Shirley  was  to  keep  right  on  loving 
her  as  we  had  in  the  past,  knowing  that 
God’s  Holy  Spirit  was  speaking  to  her  in 
a  way  that  we  simply  could  not  under¬ 
stand. 

Truly,  she  sought  a  closer  walk  with 
God  by  practicing  the  religion  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Truly  we  were  sewing  a  garden  of 
love. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Florence  Byerley  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pinel¬ 
las  Park,  Fla.  (Florida  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


MEDICAL  CENTER  CHAPLAIN 

Progressive  306  bed  Regional  Medical 
Center  has  an  immediate  opening  for  a 
Hospital  Chaplain.  The  selected  indi¬ 
vidual  will  play  an  active  role  on  our 
treatment  team  by  serving  patients, 
families,  staff  and  the.  local  community 
in  this  ecumenical  ministry.  Require¬ 
ments  include  denominational  en¬ 
dorsement,  two  quarters  C.P.E.  and 
membership  or  eligibility  for  same  in 
the  NACC  and/or  APHA. 

Small  town  atmosphere  in  a  university 
community  located  in  the  Central  Up¬ 
per  Peninsula  of  Michigan  provide  for 
an  excellent  work  environment.  We 
maintain  a  competitive  salary  structure 
and  comprehensive  fringe  benefits.  Di¬ 
rect  inquiry/resume  to  Randall  K. 

Ward: 

MARQUETTE  GENERAL  HOSPITAL 
Regional  Medical  Center 
420  West  Magnetic  Street 
Marquette,  Michigan  49855 
(906)  225-3442 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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WASHINGTON— Congressman  Jim  Wright  was  installed  Jan.  6  as  Speak¬ 
er  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives.  The  Texas  Democrat  is  well  known 
and  sought  after  as  a  Sunday-school  teacher  in  his  home  church,  First  Unit- 
<  ed  Methodist,  in  Fort  Worth. 


New  6Mr.  Speaker ’  knows  his  Bible 


Congressman  Wright’s  a  favorite  Sunday-school  teacher  back  home 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

The  new  Speaker  of  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  is  also  speaker  of  the 
classes. 

United  Methodist  Sunday-school  class¬ 
es,  that  is. 

Several  times  a  year,  U.S.  Rep.  Jim 
Wright,  D-Texas,  teaches  Sunday  school 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  where  he  is  a  member. 

Mr.  Wright  carries  on  the  tradition  of 
another  recent  Democratic  leader,  Pres¬ 
ident  Jimmy  Carter,  of  a  practicing  Sun¬ 
day-school  teacher  holding  a  prominent 
national  post.  He  was  sworn  in  as  Speak¬ 
er  of  the  House  Jan.  6. 

His  pastor,  the  Rev.  Barry  Bailey,  of¬ 
fered  the  prayer  at  the  swearing-in  cere¬ 
monies  (see  story  at  right). 

“Speaker  Wright  is  wonderful  to  give 
his  time  whenever  he  can,"  said  Gail 
Cooke,  director  of  publications  at  Fort 
Worth’s  First  UMC. 

“The  last  time  he  was  in  town,  he 
taught  our  singles  class  that  has  around 
600  members,”  she  said.  The  topic  was 
the  UM  bishops’  pastoral  letter  on  nucle¬ 
ar  disarmament. 

‘One  of  best  Bible  teachers’ 

Mr.  Wright,  64,  is  free  to  talk  politics, 
Congress  or  anything  else  when  he  teach¬ 
es,  but  he’s  known  primarily  as  a  Bible 
teacher,  Dr.  Bailey  said. 

The  Rev.  Lewis  Sommermeyer,  the 
congregation’s  director  of  education, 
said  Mr.  Wright  is  one  of  around  60  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  church’s  teaching  pool.  That 
pool  is  used  by  the  church’s  21  adult 
classes  for  everything  from  one-Sunday 
topics  to  muliple-week  series. 

Because  of  his  travel  schedule,  Mr. 


Wright  primarily  teaches  single-session 
topics,  Mr.  Sommermeyer  said. 

“He’s  one  of  our  best  Bible  teachers," 
Mr.  Sommermeyer  said.  “He’s  a  good 
historian  and  does  a  great  job  of  inter¬ 
preting  personalities.  He  can  take  reli¬ 
gion  and  incorporate  it  with  history  in 
such  a  wonderful  way. 

“He’s  not  overbearing  like  some  politi¬ 
cians.  He  comes  in,  worships,  takes  com¬ 
munion  and  participates  in  other 
activities  during  the  week  if  he  is  in 
town,  just  like  other  members  of  the 
church. 

“He  should  have  been  a  preacher." 

Many  members  and  observers  in  Con- 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
WASHINGTON-The  Rev.  Barry  Bai¬ 
ley,  senior  pastor 
of  First  United 
Methodist  church 
in  Fort  Worth, 

Texas,  offered  the 
prayer  at  the 
swearing-in  of  his 
parishioner,  U.S. 

Rep.  Jim  Wright, 

D-Teaxas,  as 
speaker  of  the 
U.S.  House  of 
Representatives. 

Dr.  Bailey  said 
he  was  given  a 
limit  to  the  prayer 
because  I’m  sure  they’ve  learned 
from  experience”  that  a  prayer  is  a  good 
opportunity  for  some  people  to  preach. 


gress  say  the  UM  layman  seems  to  think 
he’s  a  preacher  in  the  Capitol. 

Preacherlike  style  noted 

Washington  journalist  and  author 
Larry  L.  King  has  been  quoted  as  saying 
the  Speaker  has  an  innate  desire  “to  save 
things,  save  the  world.” 

“I  think  he’s  always  been  one  of  those 
Gospel-carrying  messengers  who’s  tried 
to  convert,”  Mr.  King  was  quoted.  “He 
has  an  instinct  to  preach  and  convert.” 

“Dallas  Morning  News”  reporter  Mark 
Nelson  wrote  in  an  extensive  profile  of 
Mr.  Wright  recently  that  “it’s  no  coinci¬ 
dence  Wright  sometimes  looks  like  a 


On  the  House  floor  Jan.  6,  Dr.  Bailey 
prayed: 

“Our  gracious,  heavenly  Father,  may 
our  decisions  and  our  actions  be  as  noble 
as  our  goals  and  our  ideals.  Bless  the 
members  of  this  Congress  as  they  think, 
struggle  and  compromise,  so  that  they 
may  be  able  to  make  the  difficult  deci¬ 
sion  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  make 
the  right  decision. 

“Bless  the  people  of  this  great  country 
so  that  we  may  be  big  enough  not  to  al¬ 
ways  place  our  self-interests  first  but 
rather  the  good  of  humanity. 

“For  differences  of  opinion,  exchanges 
of  ideas  and  love  of  truth,  we  give  You 
thanks.  And  now  may  each  of  us,  in  our 
own  place  of  responsibility,  think  and 
live  and  lead  in  such  a  way  that  those 
who  come  after  us  will  be  glad  we  were 
here.  In  Thy  holy  name  we  pray.  Amen.” 


UM  pastor  prays  for  Congress 


Barry  Bailey 


preacher  chastising  his  congregation 
when  he  speaks.” 

Mr.  Wright  himself  has  demonstrated 
his  appreciation  for  evangelical  symbol¬ 
ism  in  describing  his  previous  job  as  ma¬ 
jority  leader  of  the  House: 

“It’s  part  parish  priest:  You  have  to 
keep  peace  in  the  flock.  Part  evangelist: 
You  must  go  out  and  convert  the  uncon¬ 
verted.  And  part  prophet:  You  have  to 
persuade  reluctant  colleagues  that  you 
can  see  down  the  road  and  divine  the 
wisdom  of  an  unpopular  course  of  ac¬ 
tion.” 

His  political  opponents  are  reported  to 
refer  unappreciatively  to  his  preaching 
style  on  the  House  floor  as  “snake  oil.” 

Biblical  themes  affect  career 

The  congressman  is  credited  with  hav¬ 
ing  been  guided  by  biblical  themes  of 
justice  from  the  beginning  of  his  political 
career  as  mayor  of  a  small  town. 

He  has  said,  “I  got  into  the  habit  of 
sympathy  for  the  underdog,  for  those 
who  had  no  one  else  to  fight  their  bat¬ 
tles.” 

Mr.  Wright  graduated  in  1941  from 
Weatherford  College  in  Texas,  a  two- 
year  Methodist  school  at  the  time. 

Author  Nelson  reported  that  young  Mr. 
Wright  almost  got  kicked  out  of  the  col¬ 
lege  when,  as  editor  of  the  school  news¬ 
paper,  he  advocated  school  dances.  He 
also  inflamed  the  school’s  administration 
by  editorially  attacking  the  military 
draft  as  an  insult  to  American  patrio¬ 
tism. 

Mr.  Wright  was  a  Presbyterian  for 
many  years  and  the  equivalent  of  a  UM 
lay  speaker  in  that  denomination. 

He  and  his  wife  joined  First  UMC  in 
Fort  Worth  in  1981  after  worshiping 
there  for  several  years. 


UM-sheltered  ‘‘bandana’  pair  goes  free 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Joel  and  Gabriela  Morelos — perhaps 
United  Methodism’s  most  publicized 
“sanctuary”  refugees— are  now  as  free 
as  any  other  people  in  the  United  States. 

A  U.S.  immigration  judge  recently 
granted  political  asylum  to  them  as  po¬ 
litical  refugees  from  Guatemala.  That 
removes  the  threat  of  deportation  that 
had  prompted  them  to  live  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Germantown,  Pa. 

But  controversy  about  them  continues. 

Some  people  say  their  receiving  asy¬ 
lum  status  is  a  victory  for  the  UM-en- 
dorsed  “sanctuary”  movement.  Others 
say  it  proves  that  providing  “sanctuary” 
is  unnecessary  since  the  legal  system 
eventually  does  work. 

The  granting  of  asylum  is  not  related 
to  the  new  U.S.  immigration  law  that 
gives  amnesty  to  illegal  aliens  who  have 
been  in  this  country  since  1982. 

‘Sanctuary’  loss  or  validation? 

The  Morelos  couple  won,  but  the 
“sanctuary”  movement  lost,  contend 
U.S.  immigration  spokesmen. 

They  told  the  Reporter  that  the  U.S.  le¬ 


gal  system  provides  that  people  with  a 
background  like  that  of  Mr.  Morelos  will 
receive  permission  to  stay  in  the  United 
States  if  they  seek  it. 

Such  people  don’t  need  to  live  in  the 
shadowy,  illegal  world  of  the  “sanctu¬ 
ary”  movement,  wearing  bandanas  and 
living  in  fear  of  being  caught,  the  immi¬ 
gration  officials  said. 

Mr.  Morelos  said  last  week  that  he  was 
not  sorry  he  chose  to  live  under  “sanctu¬ 
ary”  at  first. 

When  Mr.  Morelos  and  his  family  fled 
to  the  United  States  in  1983,  they  did  not 
seek  asylum  status.  They  avoided  legal 
channels,  using  the  “underground  rail¬ 
road”  operated  by  the  church-based 
“sanctuary ’’movement. 

They  eventually  found  “sanctuary”  at 
First  UMC  of  Germantown  in  August. 

Believing  the  couple  would  not  be 
treated  fairly  by  the  U.S.  government 
and  would  risk  being  deported  if  they 
sought  asylum,  the  congregation  tried  to 
shelter  the  refugees  from  immigration 
authorities.  The  family  lived  in  a  resi¬ 
dence  provided  by  church  members. 

Photos  of  their  bandana-shielded  faces 
appeared  in  dozens  of  UM  publications 
along  with  their  story. 


Rights  conditions  reported 
improving  in  two  countries 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Human-rights  groups  report  that  con¬ 
ditions  from  which  refugees  have  been 
fleeing  for  several  years  are  improving 
in  El  Salvador  and  Guatemala. 

Since  the  election  of  a  civilian  govern¬ 
ment  in  Guatemala  last  January,  mili¬ 
tary-caused  deaths  and  disappearances 
have  declined  dramatically,  said  Rona 
Weitz  of  United  Methodist-endorsed  Am¬ 
nesty  International. 

Safety  of  refugees  who  return  to  Gua¬ 
temala  still  can’t  be  guaranteed,  Ms. 
Weitz  said.  Despite  the  new  govern¬ 
ment’s  good-faith  effort,  it  does  not  have 
full  control  of  the  military,  she  said. 

“But  abuses  are  individual  cases  rath¬ 
er  than  massacres  as  before,”  she  said. 


Another  source,  the  United  Nations 
special  representative  on  human  rights 
in  El  Salvador,  recently  reported  “signif¬ 
icant”  improvement  in  that  country.  But 
abuses  by  leftist  guerrilla  forces  were 
said  to  remain  high. 

The  U.N.  official  said  he  found  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  confirm  that  assassinations  by 
right-wing  death  squads  have  continued. 
If  they  do  exist,  they  are  in  no  way  con¬ 
nected  with  high-ranking  military  per¬ 
sonnel  any  longer,  he  said. 

Nonetheless,  the  country’s  Roman 
Catholic  archbishop  continued  to  call  on 
the  United  States  last  month  to  cease  de¬ 
porting  anybody  to  El  Salvador  because 
of  the  danger  there. 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


CLASSIFIED 

RETIREMENT  LIVING:  Active  retirement  in 

beautiful  southern  Ohio.  Join  the  caring  communi¬ 
ty  at  Bristol  Village.  Independent  living.  Individ¬ 
ual  homes  starting  at  $20,000.  Life  lease  with 
refund  policy.  Modest  monthly  fees.  First  night’s 
visit  Free.  Bristol  Village,  Waverly,  OH  45690. 
(800)  223-9766.  In  OH:  (800)  223-3811. 

ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR,  ALUMNI  RELATIONS 
Drew  University.  An  entry  level  position  with  re¬ 
sponsibilities  in  alumni/ae  associations,  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  programming,  with  emphasis  on 
Theological  Seminary  alumni/ae.  Requires  strong 
interpersonal  and  organizational  skills.  Theologi¬ 
cal  school  graduate  preferred.  To  apply:  send  let- 
ter,  resume,  names,  phone  numbers  and  addresses 
of  three  references  to:  Peggy  Henry,  Director  of 
Personnel,  Drew  University,  Madison,  NJ  07940.  an 
equal  opportunity/affirmative  action  employer. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Posi¬ 

tion  available,  FUMC,  Ocala,  FL.  2500  members. 
Creative,  innovative  person  with  program  skills. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
FUMC,  1126  East  Silver  Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala,  FL 
32670,  Attn:  Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee. 

VISIT  CHINA,  HONG  KONG  AND  Tokyo,  18  days. 

May  29- June  15,  1987.  $2863.  Ten  cities  in  China. 
For  brochure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission, 
Box  1058,  Clarks  Mills,  PA  16114  (412)  253-2216.  j 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  ASSOCIATE  Minis- 

ter  with  responsibility  for  singles  and  program, 
1,000-member  church.  Send  photo  and  resume  to 
Red  Bank  United  Methodist  Church,  3800  Dayton 
Blvd.,  Chattanooga,  TN  37415. 

DISCOUNTED  10%  SPRINGTIME  CRUISE. 

March  15-22.  4  ports  of  call.  Limited  space!  Carib¬ 
bean.  For  reservations  contact:  Rev.  Gaither  Day, 
PO  Box  308,  Sulphur  Springs,  TX  75482,  Phone: 
(214)  885-3672  or  toll  free:  1-800-442-1115. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  NEEDED 

in  team  ministry,  emphasis  on  youth,  congregation 
of  1100,  fine  physical  plant,  strong  music  and  edu¬ 
cation  programs,  city  of  800,000,  salary  open.  Send 
resume  to:  Chairperson  of  PPRC,  4807  Roosevelt 
Blvd..  Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

"TWO  ON  A  JOURNEY— The  Christian  home  as  it 

once  was  and  can  be  again"  by  Robert  G.  Tuttle. 
Helpful  for  premarital  and  family  counseling  and 
for  wedding  gifts.  Also  for  study  groups.  Available 
from  Cokesbury  and  C.S.S.  Publishers.  "All  Heav- 
en  Broke  Loose,"  a  book  of  poems  just  published 
by  C.S.S.  at  $5.00.  A  good  gift  book. 

SINGLES  MINISTER  NEEDED  FOR  dynamic. 

growing  4,000  membership  church.  FUMC,  Colora- 
do  Springs,  CO.  Experience  required.  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable.  Please  call  Darrell  Mount 
(303)  471-8522. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 

Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyurethane 
paint  on  'A  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes  available. 
Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire  of  Cross  and 
Flame  Insigne,  Suite  280  World  Trade  Center,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94111  or  call  (415)  398-4605. 

NEED  A  SHORT-TERM  OR  INTERIM  MINIS¬ 

TER?  Experienced  pastoral  and  youth  minister; 
C.P.E.  chaplain;  willing  to  relocate  for  up  to  six 
months  or  so.  Can  provide  pastoral  care,  training 
and/or  leadership  in  Christian  education  and  youth 
ministry;  creative  worship  services,  assistance  to 
boards  and  committees  with  old  and  new  tasks. 
Frequently  described  by  parishioners  as  creative, 
dynamic,  knowledgeable  &  enthusiastic.  Resume, 
references  available  upon  request.  Contact  Rev. 
Jerry  Peterson,  821  No.  30th  Ave,  St.  Cloud,  MN 
56301  (612)  251-0369. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 

Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067. 

EDITOR,  SHARING  MAGAZINE,  Journal  of 

Christian  Healing,  published  by  The  International 
Order  of  St.  Luke  the  Physician.  Relocation  not  re¬ 
quired.  Salary  favorable  for  time  required.  Inqui¬ 
ries  to  present  editor.  Rev.  Arthur  Greeley  (301) 
365-2402.  Send  resume  and  sample  of  writing  by 
May  30  to  Rev.  William  Beachv,  Box  119000,  Kan¬ 
sas  City.  MO  64111-9000. 

CERTIFIED  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION/ 

YOUTH  for  rapidly  growing  suburban  Anchorage 
congregation.  Salary  commensurate  education/ex¬ 
perience;  reasonable  moving  expenses.  Resume: 
Dr.  Wayne  Weld-Martin,  St  John  UMC,  1801 
O’Malley  Rd.,  Anchorage,  AK  99516. 

But  federal  law  enforcement  officers 
put  an  end  to  the  UM  congregation’s  har¬ 
boring  efforts  on  Jan.  14, 1985. 

The  Morelos  couple  was  arrested  with 
about  60  other  Central  Americans  across 
the  nation  in  connection  with  the  trial  of 
church  “sanctuary”  workers  in  Phoenix, 
Ariz.,  said  Ted  Walkenhorst,  an  attorney 
and  member  of  First  UMC  of  German¬ 
town. 

As  of  their  arrest,  the  couple  had  little 
choice  but  to  apply  for  asylum  if  they  were 
to  avoid  deportation,  said  Mr.  Walkenhorst, 
who  served  as  the  couple’s  lawyer. 

That  application  reached  its  success¬ 
ful  conclusion  recently. 

Case  said  ‘exception’ 

Mr.  Morelos  said  he  didn’t  think  much 
about  getting  legal  status  when  he  first 
arrived  in  Germantown:  “Our  main  goal 
was  to  get  a  roof  over  our  heads.  And  we 
needed  time  to  prepare  to  apply  for  asy¬ 
lum.” 

Even  though  a  refugee  sheltered  from 
the  law  by  the  “sanctuary”  movement 
got  what  he  wanted  from  the  legal  sys¬ 
tem,  that  doesn’t  change  things  for  the 
“sanctuary”  movement,  Mr.  Walken¬ 
horst  said. 

“We  don’t  want  to  lose  sight  that  this  is 
a  rare  exception  to  the  rule  of  deporta¬ 
tion  of  refugees  every  week  to  an  uncer¬ 
tain  future  in  El  Salvador  and 


Year’s  4 season ’ 
opens  for  UMs 
asking  changes 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEWTON,  Mass.— An  ordinary 
postal  address  in  Newton  will  be  a  fo¬ 
cal  point  for  thousands  of  United 
Methodists  in  the  next  12  months. 

By  the  end  of  February  1988, 
church  members  and  official  units  of 
the  denomination  on  four  continents 
will  have  addressed  envelopes  to  C. 
Faith  Richardson,  168  Mt.  Vernon  St., 
Newton,  Mass.  02160. 

The  envelopes  will  contain  propos¬ 
als  for  changes  in  most  of  the  rules 
and  many  of  the  structures  of  the  9.2 
million-member  church.  After  pre¬ 
liminary  processing,  the  envelopes’ 
contents  will  be  passed  on  to  the  qua¬ 
drennial  session  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  opening  April  26,  1988,  in  St. 
Louis. 

Any  minister,  lay  member  or  orga¬ 
nization  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  can  file  a  petition  requesting 
changes  in  the  more  than  2,600  para¬ 
graphs  in  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

According  to  Dr.  Richardson,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Conference,  al¬ 
most  13,000  petitions  were  received 
for  the  1984  meeting  of  the  church’s 
top  lawmaking  assembly.  Only  4,185 
however,  were  not  duplicates. 

“The  petition  process  is  at  the  heart 
of  United  Methodist  polity,”  said  Dr. 
Richardson. 

“Making  a  petition  is  a  serious  mat¬ 
ter  and  the  prerogative  of  each  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist.  We  trust  that  members 
of  the  church  will  express  themselves 
prayerfully  in  this  regard.” 

Under  church  law  each  petition 
must  address  only  one  disciplinary 
paragraph  or  issue,  be  submitted  in 
duplicate,  be  signed  and  give  appro¬ 
priate  identification  as  to  local 
church  membership  or  officially  re¬ 
lated  organization. 

Petitions  sent  through  the  mail 
from  individuals  and  most  church  or¬ 
ganizations  must  be  postmarked  no 
later  than  Feb.  27, 1988. 


Guatemala,”  he  said. 

Without  the  movement  and  the  willing¬ 
ness  of  First  UMC  of  Germantown  to  de¬ 
vote  long  hours  of  aid,  Mr.  Morelos 
wouldn’t  have  received  asylum,  Mr.  Wal¬ 
kenhorst  said. 

Mr.  Morelos  said  he  tends  to  agree.  To 
show  his  thankfulness  for  support,  he 
continues  to  make  speeches  encouraging 
churches  to  join  the  movement. 

He  works  part  time  as  a  carpenter. 
First  UMC,  Germantown,  supplements 
his  income  so  he  can  work  with  the 
“sanctuary”  movement. 

Mr.  Morelos  said  he  bears  scars  on  his 
hands  and  arms  that  provide  evidence  he 
had  been  persecuted  and  tortured  in 
Guatemala. 

He  said  unknown  gunmen  abducted 
him,  beat  him  and  left  him  barely  alive 
because  of  his  human-rights  work.  He 
said  he  fled  with  his  family  in  1983  when 
his  name  appeared  on  two  Guatemalan 
army  death  lists. 

Mr.  Morelos  said  he  would  like  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Guatemala  when  conditions  im¬ 
prove.  Although  some  human-rights 
groups  report  improvement  (see  story  at 
left),  he  said  he  believes  possibilities  of  a 
“solution  from  the  population”  are  worse 
now  that  a  civilian  president  has  been 
elected,  giving  a  semblance  of  democra¬ 
cy  to  the  country. 

“Repression  is  more  sophisticated 
now,”  he  said.  “It’s  worse.” 

He  could  apply  for  permanent  U.S. 
residency  a  year  from  now  unless  the 
judge  declares  that  conditions  in  Guate¬ 
mala  have  improved  enough  for  him  to 
return. 

Louise  Bartolett,  editor  of  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter,  contributed  to  this  story. 


PHOTO  FROM  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  HOUSTON 

Member  No.  13,000  added  to  rolls 
HOUSTON  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Houston,  largest-member- 
ship  congregation  in  the  denomination,  recently  recorded  its  13,000th  mem¬ 
ber.  Welcoming  Shelly  Marie  Dompier  is  the  senior  minister,  the  Rev. 
William  Hinson.  The  congregation,  which  recently  added  a  full  block  to  its 
downtown  property,  received  600  new  members  in  1986,  including  Ms.  Dom¬ 
pier  on  Christmas  Eve. 


Minister-bishop  lawsuit  settled 


from  Religious  News  Service 

BOSTON— A  former  United  Methodist 
minister  in  Boston  has  reached  an  out-of- 
court  settlement  with  his  former  bishop 
and  district  superintendent  after  the 
case  went  all  the  way  to  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court. 

An  insurance  company  representing  re¬ 
tired  Bishop  Edward  G.  Carroll  and  for¬ 
mer  district  superintendent  John  E. 
Barclay  has  agreed  to  pay  an  undisclosed 
sum  to  the  Rev.  William  E.  Alberts,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ann  Whiting,  editor  of  the 
Southern  New  England  conference  edition 
of  The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

Mr.  Alberts  was  forced  to  retire  from 


the  pastorate  of  Boston’s  Old  West  Church 
in  1973  after  Bishop  Carroll  and  Mr.  Bar¬ 
clay  recommended  the  action  to  clergy  of 
the  Southern  New  England  conference. 

The  minister’s  difficulties  with  church 
officials  became  public  in  late  1972  and 
early  1973  when  he  first  broke  off  psychi¬ 
atric  care  he  was  undergoing  and  then 
performed  a  "wedding”  for  two  homo¬ 
sexual  men  against  Bishop  Carroll’s  ex¬ 
pressed  wishes. 

Following  that  event,  Bishop  Carroll 
and  Mr.  Barclay  went  to  Mr.  Alberts’ 
former  psychiatrist  seeking  information 
on  the  pastor’s  mental  state. 

Mr.  Alberts’  lawsuit  charged  the 


church  officials  with  violating  the  confi¬ 
dential  physician/patient  relationship  he 
had  with  the  psychiatrist. 

The  church  officials  said  that  secular 
courts  had  no  authority  over  the  matter 
because  Mr.  Alberts  had  refused  a 
church  hearing  on  the  case.  But  Mr.  Al¬ 
berts  said  Bishop  Carroll  had  ruled  out  of 
order  a  motion  made  immediately  after 
the  forced  retirement  vote  to  submit  his 
case  to  a  church  trial. 

In  December  1985  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  let  stand  a  lower  panel’s  ruling 
that  Mr.  Alberts  is  entitled  to  take  his 
complaint  against  the  two  church  offi¬ 
cials  to  a  civil  court. 


News  supplement  opposes  death  penalty 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

TOPEKA,  Kan. — United  Methodists  in 
Kansas  have  received  a  four-page  news¬ 
paper  supplement  opposing  reinstate¬ 
ment  of  the  death  penalty. 

The  supplement  arrived  as  part  of  lo¬ 
cal-church  and  annual-conference  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
and  the  United  Methodist  Review. 

The  Kansas  state  legislature  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  consider  reinstating  capital  punish¬ 
ment  early  in  the  1987  session.  Newly 
elected  Gov.  Mike  Hayden  has  said  he 
would  sign  a  death-penalty  bill  into  law. 

The  detailed  UM  supplement  exam¬ 
ines  the  history,  cost  and  social  implica¬ 
tions  of  capital  punishment. 

Writing  in  the  supplement,  Bishop 
Kenneth  W.  Hicks  (Kansas  Area)  calls  on 
Kansas’  200,000  United  Methodists  to 
“examine  our  spirit,  our  direction.” 

“Vengeance  is  the  only  sound  reason 
for  capital  punishment,”  the  bishop 
wrote.  “The  death  penalty  is  a  shortcut. 


a  quick  fix  that  evades  the  centrality  as 
to  the  real  issues  and  the  real  spirit  in 
our  society  which  needs  redemptive  fix¬ 
ing.” 

Bishop  Hicks  asked  what  the  death 
penalty  had  to  offer. 

"It  offers  the  elimination  of  a  life  that 
does  not  bring  back  the  victim,”  he  an¬ 
swered.  “It  offers  an  outlet  of  vengeance 
by  state  statutes.  It  eliminates  any  re¬ 
demptive  possibilities. 

"...  When  a  woman  was  brought  be¬ 
fore  Jesus,  having  committed  a  crime 
for  which  the  death  penalty  was  com¬ 
monly  imposed,  our  Lord  so  persisted  in 
questioning  the  moral  authority  of  those 
who  were  ready  to  conduct  the  execution 
that  they  finally  dismissed  the  charges.” 

The  supplement  quotes  people  whose 
lives  have  been  directly  affected  by  mur¬ 
der  but  who  remain  staunch  opponents  of 
capital  punishment. 

Heads  of  the  Kansas  East  and  Kansas 
West  annual  conference  commissions  on 


Church  and  Society  wrote  appeals  in  th 
supplement.  Resource  information  fror 
conference  media  centers  was  identified 
Readers  were  encouraged  to  write  lei 
ters  opposing  the  reinstatement.  Sampl 
letters  to  legislators  and  newspaper  ed 
tors  were  included  with  a  list  of  Kansa 
state  senators,  including  seven  who  ar 
United  Methodists. 
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EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Free  Cold  Catalog  and  Fa¬ 
bric  Swatches  on  Request 
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UM  fiscal  leaders  see  mixed  effect  under  new  tax  rules 


Large  institutional  gifts  may  suffer 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Changes  in  federal  income  tax  laws  re¬ 
lating  to  charitable  contributions  proba¬ 
bly  won’t  affect  giving  to  local  United 
Methodist  churches. 

But  new  tax  rules,  which  went  into  ef¬ 
fect  Jan.  1,  may  discourage  some  types 
of  large  gifts  to  UM-related  institutions, 
such  as  colleges,  endowment  funds  and 
development  foundations. 

At  least  that’s  what  several  United 
Methodist  officials  who  deal  with  fiscal 
and  fund-raising  matters  are  speculating 
about  effects  of  the  Tax  Reform  Act  of 
1986. 

The  new  law  allows  only  people  who 
itemize  tax  returns  to  deduct  charitable 
contributions.  Only  a  small  percentage 
of  taxpayers  are  expected  to  qualify  for 
itemizing  under  the  new  law. 

Church  givers  will  come  through 

“Quite  frankly,  I’m  not  that  concerned 
about  giving  at  the  congregational  level,” 


said  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  general 
treasurer  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  chief  executive  of  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

“Our  people  are  committed.  They  are 
going  to  come  through.” 

The  principal  effect,  Dr.  Droke  said, 
may  involve  major  gifts  of  stocks,  bonds 
and  land— the  kinds  of  contributions  that 
usually  go  to  annual  conferences,  col¬ 
leges  and  universities. 

The  Rev.  Donald  W.  Joiner,  steward¬ 
ship  specialist  with  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  offered  a  similar  view. 

“In  terms  of  Sunday-morning  plate  of¬ 
ferings,  I  don’t  think  local  churches  will 
see  any  difference,”  Mr.  Joiner  said.  “I 
don’t  believe  most  people  giving  to  sup¬ 
port  the  local  budget  of  a  church  take  the 
tax  effect  into  consideration  when  they 
decide  what  to  give.” 

But  the  new  law  may  cause  reductions 
in  large  gifts,  especially  gifts  of  property 
that  has  increased  in  value,  to  UM-relat- 
ed  institutions,  Mr.  Joiner  said.  People 


who  give  those  major  gifts  usually  do 
consider  the  tax  break  their  contribution 
will  provide. 

Appreciation  in  the  value  of  property 
gifts,  such  as  stocks  or  land,  over  what 
the  contributor  originally  paid  may  be 
subject  to  “alternate  minimum  tax,” 
several  officials  noted.  Such  “capital 
gain”  was  not  taxable  under  the  old  tax 
code. 

Law  called  ‘a  disservice’ 

A  contrary  view  about  the  new  tax 
law’s  effects  is  held  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
E.  Laing,  president  of  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Methodist  Foundation  Execu¬ 
tives. 

Mr.  Laing  called  both  the  elimination 
of  deductions  for  non-itemizing  taxpay¬ 
ers  and  the  changes  in  the  alternate 
minimum  tax  “a  significant  disservice  to 
charities.” 


“For  most  donors  we  deal  with,  rais¬ 
ing  the  possibility  [of  additional  tax  li¬ 
ability]  is  more  frightening  than  the 
potential  impact,”  Mr.  Laing  said.  “We 
really  think  charities  will  be  hurt  if  this 
law  isn’t  changed.” 

He  said  his  association  would  be  lobby¬ 
ing  the  current  session  of  Congress, 
which  convened  Jan.  6,  to  restore  tax  de¬ 
ductions  for  contributions  of  cash  and 
property. 

“We  want  to  help  Congress  undo  what 
we  don’t  think  it  intended  to  do,”  said  Mr. 
Laing,  who  also  heads  the  Texas 
Methodist  Foundation. 

These  deductions  were  eliminated  in  a 
last-minute  rush  to  get  the  bill  passed,  he 
said.  “Not  many  members  of  Congress 
would  knowingly  stand  up  and  vote 
against  charity,”  he  added. 

Dr.  Droke  said  he,  too,  would  be  con¬ 
tacting  congressional  leaders  and  en¬ 


couraging  changes  in  the  law. 

“I  think  the  elimination  of  deductions 
for  non-itemizing  taxpayers  is  a  social- 
justice  issue,”  he  said.  “People  from  the 
lower  end  of  the  economic  ladder  who 
make  contributions  to  the  benefits  of  so¬ 
ciety  should  have  the  same  benefits  as 
higher-income  people.” 

No  changes  in  code  assumed 

But  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  chief 
executive  of  the  General  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry,  said  he  thinks 
most  UM  colleges  and  universities  are 
working  under  the  assumption  that  the 
law  will  not  be  changed. 

As  a  result,  Dr.  Trotter  said,  higher- 
education  agencies  of  the  church  will 
need  to  launch  new  kinds  of  campaigns 
to  attract  large  contributions  and  gifts  of 
appreciated  property.  The  campaigns 
should  stress  advantages  of  giving  other 
than  tax  breaks. 

“Right  now  the  higher  education  com¬ 
munity  is  on  the  defensive,”  Dr.  Trotter 


noted,  “because  of  the  impression  that 
they’ve  become  a  special-interest  group, 
not  institutions  that  contribute  to  the 
good  of  society.  The  prestige  of  colleges 
is  being  eroded  by  colleges’  being  seen  as 
just  another  special-interest  group.” 

Charles  Murray,  a  representative  of 
the  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  said 
church-related  children’s  and  retirement 
homes  don’t  expect  any  change  in  contri¬ 
bution  levels  because  of  the  new  tax  law. 

“We’re  not  dealing  with  ‘megabuck’ 
donors,”  said  Mr.  Murray,  also  develop¬ 
ment  and  public  relations  director  for 
the  United  Methodist  Homes  of  New  Jer¬ 
sey.  “They  are  most  affected  by  the  tax 
changes. 

“We  deal  mostly  with  middle-income 
givers.  They  give  generously  within  their 
means,  but  not  in  six  figures.” 

Mr.  Murray  said  his  experience  had 
been  that  tax  concerns  were  a  minor  mo¬ 
tivator  among  financial  supporters  of 
church-related  homes. 
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•  Children  send  giant  letter  to  Nicaraguans 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodist  children  dictate  a  joint  letter  to  Christian  children  in  La  Merced,  Nicaragua. 
“We  have  the  same  feelings  you  do  about  not  wanting  war,”  they  said  in  the  letter.  “We  will  try  our  best  to  talk  to 
the  government  about  war  and  peace.  We  also  pray  to  God  for  help.  We  are  trying  to  organize  different  groups  and 
communities  to  send  you  pencils,  pads  of  paper,  clothing  and  medicine.  ...”  About  45  children  from  various  New 
York-area  churches  met  for  the  Epiphany  event  at  Broadway  Temple  United  Methodist  Church.  They  wrote  the 
letter,  heard  letters  from  Nicaraguan  children  read  and  prayed  for  the  boys  and  girls  in  Nicaragua  while  lighting 
candles.  In  opening  remarks,  the  Rev.  Wilson  Boots,  a  former  missionary  to  South  America  and  now  director  of  the 
New  York  Annual  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  compared  the  killing  of  Nicaraguan  children  to  King  Herod’s 
killing  of  babies  connected  with  Epiphany  and  the  arrival  of  the  wise  men. 


Oral  Roberts  links  health 
with  medical  school  plea 


Search  begins 
for  education  chief 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Officials  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  are  to 
begin  the  search  for  a  new  chief  exec¬ 
utive  officer  this  month. 

The  search  committee  is  to  review 
applications  beginning  Jan.  30  and 
continue  interviewing  candidates  until 
the  position  is  filled,  probably  by  the 
October  board  meeting,  said  Bishop  F. 
Herbert  Skeete  (Philadelphia  Area), 
president. 

The  new  general  secretary  is  to  as¬ 
sume  the  post  at  the  beginning  of 
1988,  Bishop  Skeete  added. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  head 
of  the  agency  since  1973,  is  scheduled 
to  leave  his  current  position  in  late 
1987.  He  plans  to  continue  working  in 
United  Methodist  higher  education. 

For  14  years,  Dr.  Trotter  has  super¬ 
vised  the  denomination’s  work  in  edu¬ 
cation  and  ministerial  training, 
including  oversight  of  the  128  UM-re- 
lated  schools  and  colleges. 

Dr.  Trotter’s  length  of  service 
stirred  debate  recently.  The  educa¬ 
tion  and  ministry  board  challenged  a 
church  law  limiting  clergypeople  to 
12  years  as  chief  dkecutives. 


the 

Bowl-a-thon  to  raise  money 
for  United  Methodist  Men’s  fund 

NASHVILLE— United  Methodist  Men 
will  be  bowling  their  way  for  dollars  dur¬ 
ing  a  national  bowl-a-thon  Feb.  7-15. 

•  Ten  thousand  men  are  expected  to 
participate  the  campaign  to  raise 
money  for  Scouting,  the  Moving  Member 
Relocation  program,  the  Upper  Room 
Prayer  Ministry  and  various  spiritual 
growth  programs. 

Each  United  Methodist  Men’s  fellow¬ 
ship  has  been  asked  to  organize  teams  of 
six  bowlers  and  to  recruit  sponsors  for 


From  Religious  News  Service 

TULSA,  Okla.— For  the  second  time 
since  March,  evangelist  Oral  Roberts  has 
warned  that  he  might  die  if  he  doesn’t 
raise  $8  million  to  provide  full  scholar¬ 
ships  for  students  at  his  medical  school. 

The  evangelist,  a  United  Methodist, 
told  television  viewers  Jan.  4  that  he  had 
already  raised  $3.5  million.  But  he  added 
that  if  the  full  $8  million  were  not  raised 
by  March,  “God  could  call  Oral  Roberts 
home.”  (See  related  editorial  on  Page  2). 

Mr.  Roberts,  who  turns  69  Jan.  24, 
asked  his  supporters  to  send  $100  imme¬ 
diately  and  pledge  other  amounts  for 
February  and  March. 

Cathy  Milam  of  the  “Tulsa  World”  re¬ 
ported  that  the  evangelist  had  "shocked 
many  of  his  loyal  television  show  view¬ 
ers  in  March  1986  when  he  announced  his 
life  would  end  if  he  didn’t  raise  the  funds 
necessary  to  launch  the  worldwide  medi¬ 
cal  outreach  program.” 

She  reported  that  Mr.  Roberts  had  said 
God  wanted  him  to  make  “his  top  priori¬ 
ty”  the  formation  of  healing  mission 
teams  to  minister  both  physically  and 
spiritually  to  disadvantaged  peoples  in 
underdeveloped  nations. 


each  team  member.  Teams  may  bowl 
against  each  other  or  against  neighbor¬ 
ing  UMM’s  fellowships. 

‘Holy  Fools’  minister 
charged  with  sexual  abuse 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.— A  United 
Methodist  minister  widely  known  for  his 
“Holy  Fools”  clown  ministry  and  his 
work  with  a  Springfield  social-service 
agency  has  been  charged  with  six  counts 
of  aggravated  criminal  sexual  abuse. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Peckham,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Contact  Ministries  (see  UMR, 


As  part  of  that  effort,  the  evangelist 
has  tried  to  help  medical  students  at  his 
university  to  graduate  without  having 
large  debts  so  they  won’t  have  to  set  up 
profit-making  practices. 

Dr.  Jan  Dargatz,  vice  president  of  cre¬ 
ative  development  for  Oral  Roberts  Uni¬ 
versity,  said  that  about  38  of  the  48 
students  in  this  year’s  freshman  medical 
school  class  had  accepted  full  scholar¬ 
ships  after  pledging  to  devote  three 
years  of  service  to  healing  missions  after 
they  graduated. 

She  said  plans  were  underway  to 
launch  the  first  of  the  medical  missions 
this  summer  but  stressed  that  “we  do 
need  the  other  $4.5  million  to  make  ev¬ 
erything  happen.” 

Dr.  Dargatz  denied  rumors  that  Mr. 
Roberts  is  in  ill  health  and  said  that  he 
“is  probably  healthier  than  he  has  been 
for  years.” 

She  added,  however,  that  “he  is  physi¬ 
cally  tired  because  he  has  been  doing  a 
very  intense  schedule  of  speaking  en¬ 
gagements  and  has  just  completed  two 
very  lengthy  and  demanding  overseas 
trips.” 


Dec.  26),  was  arrested  and  charged  Jan.  6 
with  the  sexual  abuse  of  a  14-year-old 
boy,  a  felony.  He  has  been  given  an  in¬ 
definite  leave  of  absence  with  pay  from 
the  agency.  A  court  date  has  been  set  for 
Feb.  3. 

Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Illinois  Area) 
said  he  had  been  in  touch  with  the  Mr 
Peckham  “to  minister  to  him  in  this  time 
of  personal  crisis.”  He  added,  “In  our 
country,  we  have  a  strong  tradition  of 
one’s  innocence  until  proven  guilty  in  a 
court  of  law.  Our  prayers  and  concern 
are  for  Mr.  Peckham  . . .  and  the  alleged 
victim  of  these  charges.” 

Martin  Luther  King  birthday 
part  of  Week  of  Prayer  for  Unity 

GARRISON,  N.Y.  (RNS) — A  special 
observance  of  the  life  and  work  of  the 
Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  is  to  be  cel¬ 
ebrated  with  the  80th  annual  “Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity,”  Jan.  18-25. 

The  event,  co-sponsored  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Graymoor  Institute  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches’  Commission 
on  Faith  and  Order,  is  to  be  observed  in 
1987  with  the  theme,  “Reconciled  to  God 
in  Christ,”  (II  Corinthians  5:17-6:4). 
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UM  University  Senate  gives  SMU 
explicit  concerns,  recommendations 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  University  Sen¬ 
ate,  which  holds  final  authority  over 
whether  a  college  or  university  may  be 
affiliated  with  the  denomination,  has  is¬ 
sued  an  “explicit”  report  to  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

The  report  was  completed  during  the 
University  Senate’s  meeting  Jan.  8-9  in 
Austin,  Texas.  The  report  was  based,  in 
part,  on  a  visit  to  the  university’s  cam¬ 
pus  Jan.  6-8  by  a  three-person  team  rep¬ 
resenting  the  University  Senate. 

University  Senate  President  Roy  B. 
Shilling  issued  a  statement  following  the 
Austin  meeting  saying  the  agency  is 
“troubled  about  allegations  in  the  athlet¬ 
ic  program  (at  SMU)  and  is  also  seriously 
concerned  about  broader  institutional  is¬ 
sues.  The  Senate’s  report  will  set  forth 
its  concerns  and  recommendations  in  an 
explicit  manner  to  Dr.  Stallcup  (Dr.  William 
Stallcup,  SMU’s  interim  president) .” 

Dr.  Shilling  noted  that  reported  prob¬ 
lems  in  SMU’s  intercollegiate  athletic 
programs  had  led  the  University  Senate 
to  send  a  team  to  visit  the  Dallas  school 
in  April  1986.  That  team  reported  to  the 
University  Senate’s  June  1986  meeting. 

"A  confidential  report  was  sent  to 
President  Shields  (Dr.  Don  Shields,  then 
SMU  president  but  who  resigned  last 
fall,  citing  reasons  of  health)  following  the 
meeting,”  said  Dr.  Shilling’s  statement. 

Dr.  Shilling,  who  also  is  president  of 
UM-affiliated  Southwestern  University 
in  Georgetown,  Texas,  said  there  was  no 
response  from  SMU  to  the  Univerity  Sen¬ 
ate’s  June  1986  report. 


This  absence  of  response  and  “subse¬ 
quent  allegations  in  the  athletic  pro¬ 
gram”  at  SMU,  said  Dr.  Shilling,  led  to 
the  University  Senate’s  decision  to  ask 
the  three-person  team  to  visit  the  school 
earlier  this  month. 

The  University  Senate  has  scheduled 
yet  another  team  visit— the  third  in  a 
year— in  April  1987,  Dr.  Shilling  said.  A 
report  of  that  visit  will  be  presented  to 
the  University  Senate’s  meeting  June  25- 
26  in  Denver. 

Dr.  Shilling’s  press  statement  notes 
that  an  institution  must  meet  certain  es¬ 
tablished  criteria  related  to  financial 
health,  administrative  effectiveness,  ac¬ 
ademic  program  quality,  church  related¬ 
ness  and  institutional  integrity  to  be 
listed  by  the  University  Senate  as  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  college  or  university. 

Dr.  Shilling  said  the  University  Senate 
expects  that  the  SMU  community  “will 
be  involved  in  a  rigorous  debate  of  sig¬ 
nificant  issues. 

“It  is  the  Senate’s  hope  that  the  deci¬ 
sion  making  process  at  work  in  coming 
months  will  restore  the  greatest  sense  of 
confidence  in  and  appreciation  for  SMU 
with  a  rich  history  of  service  and  leader¬ 
ship  within  the  family  of  United 
Methodist  colleges  and  universities.” 

A  spokesman  for  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate,  David  Ochoa,  told  the  Reporter  that 
Dr.  Shilling  had  shared  “90  percent”  of 
the  body’s  report  with  SMU’s  interim 
President  Stallcup  via  telephone  Jan.  9. 
Official  copies  are  to  be  mailed  to  him. 

Mr.  Ochoa,  communications  officer 
for  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  de¬ 


scribed  Dr.  Stallcup  as  "cooperative” 
and  “very  positive”  regarding  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate’s  latest  actions  and  report. 

Mr.  Ochoa  said  under  University  Sen¬ 
ate  procedures  a  school  may  be  placed 
on  “alert,”  on  "warning”  or  on  “public 
probation.” 

Mr.  Ochoa  said  he  could  not  identify 
SMU’s  status  at  this  point,  “but  at  the 
very  least  it  is  on  ‘alert.’  ”  He  said  the 
University  Senate  team  which  visits 
SMU  in  April  would  expect  a  report  from 
Dr.  Stallcup  regarding  the  Senate’s  latest 
recommendations  regarding  matters  of 
academics,  finances  and  governance. 

Southern  Methodist  University  is 
owned  by  the  denomination’s  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction.  All  active  bishops  with¬ 
in  that  eight-state  jurisdiction 
automatically  serve  on  the  university’s 
board  of  trustees. 

The  only  bishop  on  the  university’s 
smaller,  policymaking  board  of  gover¬ 
nors  is  Bishop  John  Russell  (Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Area). 

Both  Bishop  Russell  and  Bishop  John 
Wesley  Hardt  (Oklahoma  Area)  were 
named  last  week  to  a  15-person  commit¬ 
tee  to  search  for  a  new  SMU  president. 
Also  named  to  that  committee  was  Dr. 
Schubert  Ogden,  professor  in  SMU’s  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology. 

Within  the  past  two  years  SMU’s  foot¬ 
ball  program  received  the  most  severe 
penalties  ever  imposed  by  the  National 
Collegiate  Athletic  Association,  includ¬ 
ing  limits  on  the  number  of  athletic 
scholarships  it  may  award  and  limits  on 
its  appearances  on  television  and  in  post¬ 
season  bowl  games. 
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Enriching  the  Spiritual 
1  and  Intellectual  Life  i 
of  Wesleyan  Christians 

Recent  and  Forthcoming  Releases 
from  Francis  Asbury  Press 


The  Works  of  Wesley 

by  John  Wesley 
This  18-volume  library  edition 
of  The  Works  of  Wesley- his  ser¬ 
mons,  journals  and  letters  will, 
when  complete,  contain  the  en¬ 
ure  Epworth  critical  edition  of 
Wesley's  Works,  widely 
known  as  the  Standard 
Edition  S24.95  each. 

Now  Available  Volumes  I 
and  2.  Wesley's  Standard 
Sermons 

Volumes  3  and  4.  The 
Journals  of  Wesley 
Coming  in  June  1987  Volumes  5 
and  6.  The  Journals  of  Wesley 

Becoming  the  Family  of  God 

A  Handbook  for  Developing  Creative  Relationships  in  the 
Church  by  Keith  Huttenlocker 

How  to  build  posiuve  bonds  between  members,  and  how  church  conflicts 
can  be  resolved.  Available.  S6.95 

A  Contemporary  Wesleyan  Theology 

Two  Volumes  by  Charles  W.  Carter.  General  Editor 
The  first  biblical,  systematic,  and  pracucal  Wesleyan  Theology  to  be 
published  in  Amenca  in  forty  years.  Available.  S39.95 

The  Divided  Flame 

Wesleyans  and  the  Charismatic  Renewal  by  Howard  A.  Snyder 
with  Daniel  V  Runyon 

•  How  does  a  Wesleyan  dialogue  with  Charismatic  Christianity T  Author 
Howard  Snyder  deals  with  this  and  other  provocative  questions  in  The  Divided 
Flame-a  book  that  bnngs  a  fresh  perspective  to  Wesleyan  and  Charismatic 
thought  Available.  S6  95 

The  Beauty  of  Holiness 

Phoebe  Palmer  as  Theologian,  Revivalist.  Feminist,  and 
Humanitarian  by  Charles  Edward  White 

A  well-documented  critique  of  Phoebe  Palmer's  work  that  is  likely  to  become 
the  definitive  study  of  this  important  pioneer  of  Amencan  holiness  theology 
Available.  $15  95 


Whitefield  and 
Wesley  on  the 
New  Birth 

by  Timothy  L  Smith 
Representative  sermons  from 
each  of  these  two  great  preachers 
demonstrate  their  differing 
views  on  the  universality 
of  the  offer  of  salvation 
and  the  nature  of  a 
Christian's  growth  in 
sanctification  An  intro¬ 
ductory  essay  prefaces 
each  sermon 
Available.  $795 
Introduction  to 
Christian  Doctrine 
by  John  Lawson 

The  concern  for  practical  theological  training'  is  John  Lawson's  motive  for 
writing  this  study  of  systematic  theology  Professor  Lawson  introduces  each 
of  the  key  doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith,  traces  their  histoncal  development, 
and  explains  their  significance  for  Christian  living  today  December.  $14  95 

Parish  Renewal  at  the  Grassroots  by  David  Prior 
An  examination  of  the  life  of  Chnstian  “grassroots  communiues'  in  Latin 
America.  Africa.  Korea,  and  other  parts  of  the  world  Includes  examples  from 
Roman  Catholic.  Anglican.  Wesleyan.  Pentecostal,  and  other  church  groups 
February.  $1295 

The  Ethics  of  Social  Holiness 

A  Way  of  Living  for  God's  Global  Nation  by  Alan  Kreider 

Addresses  crucial  social  issues,  such  as  war  and  domestic  violence,  cnmina) 
justice  and  economic  reform  Viewing  the  world  situation  from  his  position" 
as  a  biblical  historian,  the  author  identifies  the  pnnciples  that  should  guide 
God's  people  in  their  social  relauonships  today  February.  S 1495 
Available  at  your  local  Christian  bookstore  or  from  Dept  DMS, 

Zondervan  Publishing  House,  141 5  Lake  Drive,  S.E,  Grand  Rapids.  Ml  49506. 
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‘Wonders  Never  Cease’ 


A  few  years  ago,  while  traveling  in 
Russia,  I  witnessed  a  government 
campaign  against  alcohol.  There 
were  large  billboards,  everywhere, 
warning  of  the  dangers  of  drinking 
and  the  resulting  horror  of  broken 
families,  broken  lives,  maimed  bod¬ 
ies,  and  lack  of  factory  productivity. 

At  that  time  absenteeism  from  al¬ 
coholism  had  so  hurt  the  factory  out¬ 
put  of  the  USSR  that  the  government 
was  trying  to  encourage  drinking  in 
moderation.  Their  interest,  of  course, 
was  not  moral  but  economic.  Absen¬ 
teeism  caused  by  alcohol  was  wreaking 
havoc  with  their  economy. 

I  took  a  lot  of  pictures  of  the  sign¬ 
boards  and  the  translations,  but  never 
dreamed  that  one  day  I  would  witness 
the  same  kind  of  campaign  in  the 
good  old  USA.  Now  every  time  you 
turn  on  the  television,  or  the  radio, 
there  is  a  very  professional  and  clev¬ 
er  advertisement  against  drinking 
while  driving  and  a  catalog  of  the  ter¬ 
rifying  horrors  brought  on  by  immod¬ 
eration.  A  few  years  ago  no  one  would 
admit  that  alcohol  was  a  drug  and 
now  that  is  an  accepted  fact.  A  few 
years  ago  you  were  a  “sissy”  if  you 
did  not  drink  at  fraternity,  sorority, 
or  office  parties,  but  now  there  is  al¬ 
most  as  many  Cokes  and  Sprites  as 
mixed  drinks. 

Further  evidence  of  the  shift  in  our 
understanding  of  the  dangers  o? 


drinking  is  to  be  found  on  the  menus 
of  restaurants  and  bars. 

Recently,  Billye  and  I  stopped  at 
Emory’s  in  Welsh,  Louisiana  for  a 
late  dinner.  I  was  amazed  to  discover 
on  the  menu  the  following  list  of 
drinks: 

Grapefruit  Cooler 
Salty  Puppy 
Space  Shooter 
Coconut  Creeper 
Caribbean  Flag 
Tomato  Bull 
Orange  Up 

Of  course,  none  of  the  above  con¬ 
tained  alcohol  and  although  I  do  not 
know  how  popular,  at  least  Emory’s  is 
offering  an  alternative  to  the  drinking 
driver  and  others  who  are  addicted  to 
too  much  whiskey. 

All  moral  progress  does  not  occur 
through  churches,  sermons,  and  Sun¬ 
day  School  lessons  or  even  Biblical 
teachings.  Some  progress  is  made  by 
society  itself  when  it  discovers  that 
immorality  comes  in  various  shapes 
and  forms;  not  the  least  of  which  is 
death  on  the  highways,  maimed  bod¬ 
ies,  broken  homes,  and  economic  di¬ 
saster. 

Wonders  never  cease  and  this  is  one 
for  which  we  can  be  grateful. 


Embracing  the  World 
Praying  for  Peace 


By  DAVID  TRICKETT 

Recently,  three  meetings  took  place  in 
Cleveland  that  reflect  a  growing  interest 
in  cooperative  relationships  among  the 
members  of  many  Christian  bodies  in 
North  America.  Among  those  present 
were  two  clergy  members  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference:  William  Jones 
and  David  Trickett.  Jones  was  sent  by 
virtue  of  his  new  post  as  ecumenical  offi¬ 
cer  for  the  New  Orleans-Houma  District 
Council  on  Ministries,  and  David  Trick¬ 
ett  by  virtue  of  his  ecumenical  work  with 
annual  conference,  regional,  national, 
and  global  bodies.  Several  people  (includ¬ 
ing  both  Louisianians)  presented  a  series 
of  biblical  and  theological  studies  upon  a 
recently-adopted  central  emphasis  of 
one  of  the  sponsoring  organizations,  the 
World  Council  of  Churches:  “justice, 
peace,  and  the  integrity  of  creation” 
(JPIC).  It  was  in  part  to  spread  the  word 
about  JPIC  that  the  Cleveland  meetings 
were  held. 

The  issues  that  took  our  time  up  north 
also  face  us  here  at  home:  any  effort  to 
work  for  the  well-being  of  people  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  little  chance  of  success  un¬ 
less  that  enterprise  is  undertaken  with 
the  awareness  that  nonhuman  nature  is 
an  important  part  of  God’s  good  cre¬ 
ation.  The  basic  challenge  lying  ahead  is 
that  of  bearing  effective  witness  in  the 
world  in  a  way  that  shows  both  real  joy 
and  a  determined  commitment  to  Christ 
as  well  as  to  brothers  and  sisters  in  our 
own  communities,  and  other  lands,  along 
with  other  creatures  that  make  up  the 
wide  world  we  know. 

Other  matters  we  addressed  have  to 
do  with  how  Christian  people  might  be 
most  faithful  in  bearing  witness  to  the 
faith  given  them  in  the  global  context  of 
many  religious  faiths.  Though  some  of  us 
might  not  think  this  to  be  a  pressing 
mattter  back  at  home,  it  really  is  —  peo¬ 
ple  of  Jewish  faith  traditions  (just  to  pick 
one  example)  are  in  our  midst,  and  it  is 

Mailing  Address 
for  Petitions  Listed 

United  Methodists  and  church-related 
organizations  wanting  to  submit  peti¬ 
tions  for  consideration  by  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  should  address  them  to 
Dr.  C.  Faith  Richardson,  168  Mt.  Vernon 
St.,  Newton,  Mass.  02160. 

Dr.  Richardson,  secretary  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  said  mailed  petitions 
from  individuals  and  most  organizations 
in  the  church  must  be  postmarked  not 
later  than  Feb.  27,  1988.  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  petitions  must  be  received  before 
Sept.  1, 1987. 


our  calling  as  people  given  good  news  to  • 
learn  how  to  be  sensitive  in  our  dealings 
with  those  others  who  hold  their  faiths  to 
be  just  as  sacred  as  we  do  ours.  As  I  rep¬ 
resented  Louisiana  United  Methodism 
this  past  summer  at  the  meetings  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  and  World 
Methodist  Conference  in  Nairobi,  I  was 
made  painfully  aware  that  we  can  do  a 
better  job  in  our  relationships  with 
neighbors  in  faith;  Cleveland  confirmed 
my  judgment. 

Though  scholars,  bishops,  professional 
ecumenical  officers,  and  other  such  peo¬ 
ple  were  present  in  Cleveland,  by  far  the 
largest  group  on  hand  consisted  of  wom¬ 
en  and  men  —  laity  and  clergy  alike  — 
from  local  congregations  or  small  ecu¬ 
menical  cooperative  ventures.  All  of  us 
were  bound  together  by  a  shared  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  vision  of  unity  reflected 
in  the  biblical  witness.  It  was  our  con¬ 
cern  for  reconciliation,  for  uiiity  in  the 
face  of  diversity,  that  led  to  what  many 
of  us  thought  were  the  high  points  of  our 
time  in  Cleveland:  periods  of  group  Bible 
study  and  corporate  worship.  It  was  evi¬ 
dent  to  us  that  spiritual  nurture  lies  at 
the  heart  of  the  ecumenical  movement 
when  it  is  properly  understood.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  rather  simple  services  of  worship 
that  opened  and  closed  the  meetings, 
there  were  two  quite  moving  occasions: 
a  celebration  of  holy  communion  held  at 
the  Saint  James  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and  a  service  of  vespers  at 
the  Holy  Trinity  Orthodox  Church. 

As  we  adjourned,  all  of  us  were  sent 
back  to  our  respective  places  of  life  and 
work  with  a  prayer  for  special  grace  — 
that  we  might  live  “with  new  vision,  new 
commitment,  new  energies  in  the  ecu¬ 
menical  quest  for  unity,  truth,  and 
peace.”  One  of  the  final  utterances  made 
was  a  prayer  to  God  that  “as  we  seek  to 
embrace  your  world,  embrace  us  0  God, 
and  fill  us,  free  us,  use  us,  in  the  name 
and  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ.”  This  is  what 
we  hope  to  do  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  —  to  live  as  a  people  of  God  in 
accord  with  the  embrace  God  has  given 
us. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Council  Director-Editor 
Sherree  R.  Moore 
Editorial  Assistant 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La,  70802 


Convocation  of  Boards  to  Meet  in  Baton  Rouge 

Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
Schedules  Meeting  in  Lafayette 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  (LIC)  will  be 
held  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  Jan.  27-28 
at  the  Holidome  in  Lafayette. 

Keynote  speaker  at  the  Jan.  27  open¬ 
ing  luncheon  will  be  Bishop  Warren  L. 
Boudreaux  of  Houma-Thibodaux,  who 
will  address  the  theme,  “Basic  Values 
for  a  Better  Louisiana.” 

Responses  to  Bishop  Boudreaux  will 
be  offered  by  Dr.  T.  J.  Jamison,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Baptist  Convention 
of  the  U.S.A.,  Inc.,  and  Dr.  James 
Monroe,  General  Presbyter  for  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  South  Louisiana.  Both 
reside  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Representatives  of  Louisiana  organi¬ 
zations  will  also  discuss  how  these  values 
may  solve  major  problems  in  the  state. 
These  representatives  include  Ed  Hardin 
of  Common  Cause;  Pat  Norton,  formerly 
the  director  of  the  Louisiana  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Environmental  Quality;  Rupert 
Richardson,  NAACP;  Lawrence  Nar- 
cisse,  Louisiana  Association  of  Educa¬ 
tors;  Ed  Steimel,  Louisiana  Business  and 
Industry;  Victor  Bussie,  AFL-CIO;  and 
Betty  Bornside,  League  of  Women  Vot¬ 
ers  of  Louisiana.  All  are  from  Baton 


-Rouge. 

4  The  public  is  invited  to  the  ecumenical 
worship  service  at  7:30  p.m.,  Tues.,  Jan. 
27,  in  St.  John  Cathedral  in  Lafayette. 
Homilist  will  be  Bishop  Willis  Henton, 
Alexandria,  Bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Dio¬ 
cese  of  Western  Louisiana.  Bishop  Hin¬ 
ton  is  outgoing  president  of  LIC. 

Bishop  Henton  will  officiate  at  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  a  new  slate  of  LIC  officers 
headed  by  Dr.  Francis  Williams  of  the 
African  Methodist  Church  Zion,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Amite. 

Special  music  will  be  provided  by  the 
choirs  of  the  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lafayette,  and  St.  John  Cathe¬ 
dral.  Mike  Goudreau,  music  director  at 
St.  John  will  lead  the  music. 

At  the  Jan.  28  morning  session  at  the 
Holidome,  the  assembly  will  discuss  and 
propose  its  response  concerning  what 
churches  can  and  should  do  to  improve 
the  quality  of  life  and  emphasize  those 
values  which  are  considered  important. 

At  the  concluding  business  session,  to 
begin  at  10:30  a.m.,  the  assembly  will  be 
asked  to  improve  a  plan  for  community 
cooperation  among  churches  around  the 
state. 


The  annual  Convocation  of  Boards  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference  is  scheduled 
for  Friday  and  Saturday,  Jan.  30-3-1  at 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge.  Clergy  and  laity  alike  will 
gather  from  all  parts  of  the  state  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  work  of  the  various 
boards,  agencies,  commissions,  and  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

During  these  two  days  of  meetings,  all 
boards  will  be  considering  programs  and 
activities  relative  to  their  particular  in¬ 
terest  and  responsibility.  Such  concerns 
as  evangelism,  church  extension  and  re¬ 
vitalization,  nuclear  disarmament,  world 
peace,  concerns  of  the  ethnic  minority 
local  church,  the  financial  status  of  the 
Conference,  our  education  and  campus 
ministries  and  other  programs  will  be 
discussed  and  plans  made  for  the  imple¬ 


mentation  of  these  programs  throughout 
the  Conference. 

During  the. dinner  hour,  scheduled  for 
Friday  evening  at  6:00  p.m.,  those  partic¬ 
ipating  will  observe  “A  Night  with  the 
Bishop.”  This  will  be  an  informal  time 
that  Bishop  Underwood  will  address  the 
group.  At  the  end  of  his  presentation, 
there  will  be  a  question  and  answer  peri¬ 
od. 

All  members  of  Conference  boards,  com¬ 
mittees,  commissions  and  agencies  are 
urged  to  attend,  as  well  as  other  persons  in¬ 
terested  in  knowing  more  about  the  pro¬ 
grams  and  the  activities  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  This  two-day  meeting  is  always 
a  high  point  in  the  life  of  the  Conference 
as  laity  and  clergy  together  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  make  plans  and  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  days  ahead. 


Agenda 


Rally  ’87 

Watch  Parties  Locations 
Sat .,  Jan.  24  7:30 p.m. 


You  are  invited  to  attend  this  event  at 
one  of  the  following  locations: 

Alexandria  District 

David  Haas  Memorial  UMC,  Bunkie 
First  UMC,  Pineville 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette 

Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
District 

Bethel-Magnolia  UMC 


Lake  Charles  District 

First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 
First  UMC,  Crowley 
Wesley  Foundation, 
McNeese  St.  University 

Ruston  District 

Arcadia  UMC,  Arcadia 
Jonesboro  UMC,  Jonesboro 
Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

Shreveport  District 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 


Fri.,  Jan.  30 

Meeting  Place 

9  a.m. 

Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 

FUMC,  Room  113 

9  a.m. 

Board  Ordained  Ministry 

FUMC,  Parlor 

9:30  a.m.  Board  of  Discipleship 

FUMC,  Lyle  Hall 

10  a.m. 

Board  of  Higher  Education  & 

Campus  Ministry 

FUMC,  Room  114 

10  a.m. 

Board  of  Financial  Administration 

Headquarters  Building 

10  a.m. 

Equitable  Salaries 

FUMC,  Room  105 

1  p.m. 

Communications  Committee 

FUMC,  Room  116 

1  p.m. 

Commission  on  Christian  Unity  & 

Interreligious  Concerns 

FUMC,  Room  106 

1:30  p.m. 

Health  &  Welfare  Committee 

FUMC,  Room  112 

3  p.m. 

Board  of  Pensions 

FUMC,  Room  115 

5  p.m. 

Board  of  Trustees 

Headqueaters  Building 

6  p.m. 

The  Committee  Dinner 

FUMC,  GYM 

Sat.,  Jan.  31 

9  a.m. 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 

FUMC,  Craft  Room 

9  a.m. 

Committee  to  Write  the  History  of  Louisiana 

Methodism 

FUMC,  Room  117 

10  a.m. 

Commission  on  the  Status  &  Role  of  Women 

FUMC,  Room  118 

10  a.m. 

Commission  on  Religion  &  Race 

FUMC,  Room  107 

10:30  a.m.  Archives  &  History  Commission 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 

FUMC,  Room  117 

Subscription  Campaign  Kicks  Off 


God’s  Mission 
A  Global  Gathering 

LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY  MARCH  12-15,  1987 


You  are  invited  to  the  Mission  Convocation  .  .  . 

To  witness  to  our  unity  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
To  discover  new  tools  to  equip  ourselves  for  witness  and  evangelism 
To  learn  of  church  growth  from  brothers  and  sisters  from  Asia,  Africa 
and  Latin  America 

To  share  our  theological  understanding 

To  hear  the  faith  stories  of  mission  persons  from  Alaska  to  Appalachia 

To  renew  our  Wesleyan  enthusiasm 

To  accept  the  challenge  of  the  new  mission  age 

TENTATIVE  SCHEDULE 

Thursday  —  7:30  p.m.  —  Opening  Plenary 
Friday  ond  Saturday  — 

8:00  a.m.  —  8:15  —  Singing  Rehearsal 
8:15  a.m.  —  9:00  —  Bible  Study 
9:00  a.m.  —  9:30  —  Plenary 
9:30  a.m.  —  11:00  —  Break 
1  1 :00  a.m.  —  1 2:00  —  Preaching  Service 
12:30  p.m.  —  3:00  —  Lunch  and  Workshops 

(lunch  served  in  workshops) 

3:00  —  Alternatives: 

Global  Village,  Film  Festival,  Conversations  with  Global  Ministries  leaders, 
Third  World  persons,  National  Mission  workers 
Friday  Evening  —  7:30  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu 
Saturday  Evening  —  7:30  Musical  Evening 
Sunday  Morning  —  9  a.m.  Commissioning  Service 


Global  Gathering 
do  Service  Center-A 
7820  Reading  Road 
Cincinnati,  OH  45237 
Please  send  information  to: 
NAME  _ 


ADDRESS 
CITY  _ 


Q  What’s  black  and  white  and  read 
all  over  the  Conference? 

A.  The  Louisiana  United  Methodist, 

of  course! 

Time  has  come  once  again  for  the  an¬ 
nual  subscription  campaign  for  the  Loui¬ 
siana  United  Methodist,  the  official 
publication  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  weekly  newspaper  is  published  in 
Dallas,  Texas  by  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  The  Louisiana  Conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  is 
found  on  the  front  page,  and  in  the  case 
of  local  church  editions,  the  Conference 
page  is  found  on  the  back.  Articles  for 
this  page  are  written,  edited,  planned 
and  proofed  in  Baton  Rouge  and  mailed 
each  week  to  the  subscribers  from  Dal¬ 
las.  All  circulation  information  is  han¬ 
dled  in  the  Conference  Office. 

The  Conference  page  is  devoted  to 
news  about  local  churches  of  this  Confer¬ 
ence,  as  well  as  district,  conference  and 
jurisdictional  news  and  events. 


The  inside  pages  of  this  publication 
are  written,  edited  and  published  in  Dal¬ 
las.  These  pages  contain  news  and  events 
from  across  the  denomination  and  re¬ 
flect  views  of  the  staff  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  is  not  an  official 
publication  of  the  General  Conference  or 
any  of  the  denomination’s  general  boards 
or  agencies.  Over  the  years  this  paper 
has  become  a  very  worthwhile  and  popu¬ 
lar  means  of  communication  for  all  of 
United  Methodism. 

The  cost  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  is  $10  per  year  and  will  pro¬ 
vide  the  reader  with  52  issues  of  infor¬ 
mation  that  will  help  one  become  a 
better  informed  United  Methodist. 

All  church  members  are  urged  to  sub¬ 
scribe  to  this  periodical  through  their  lo¬ 
cal  church  on  Feb.  1,  1987,  “Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Sunday.’’  Keep  up  with 
the  news  from  around  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  and  around  the  world  by  being  a 
weekly  reader  of  this  paper. 


Workshop  Will  Teach 
Better  Communications 


A  communications  skills  workshop  has 
been  planned  for  two  different  locations 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  “Getting 
Your  Message  Across”  has  been  sched¬ 
uled  at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Ruston  on  Wed.,  Feb.  18  and  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
on  Tues.,  March  4.  The  time  for  both 
workshops  is  9:30  a.m.-4:00  p.m.  and  a 
one-half  CEU  credit  will  be  given  for 
those  participating. 

As  the  workshop’s  leader,  Cindy  Bur- 
bach  will  help  those  who  attend  learn  to 
put  more  of  their  individuality  into  all  of 
their  communications.  The  workshop  has 
been  divided  into  two  segments  —  writ¬ 
ten  communications  and  oral  communi¬ 
cations  —  that  will  teach  such  things  as 
how  to  avoid  “writer’s  block”  and  learn¬ 
ing  how  to  stimulate  listeners  through 
vocal  and  physical  expressiveness. 

Ms.  Burbach  is  a  management  consul¬ 
tant  and  provides  counseling  and  lec¬ 
tures  in  the  areas  of  time  management, 
team  building,  employment  interview¬ 
ing,  motivation,  positive  self  esteem,  and 
effective  oral  and  written  communica- 


Cindy  C.  Bur- 
bach,  management 
consultant,  will 
lead  two  work¬ 
shops  for  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference. 


tions.  Her  clients  have  included  Exxon 
Chemicals  Americas,  Shell  Pipe  Line 
Corp.,  and  the  Society  of  Women  Engi¬ 
neers.  She  graduated  summa  cum  laude 
from  Louisiana  Tech  University  and  im¬ 
mediately  started  a  career  in  the  Em¬ 
ployee  Relations  Division  of  Exxon 
Company,  U.S.A.  This  experience  in  the 
petro-chemical  industry  has  provided  a 
strong  foundation  for  her  independent 
consulting  work. 

The  cost  of  the  one-day  workshop  is 
$10  and  is  due  along  with  the  registration 
by  Feb.  11  for  the  Ruston  workshop  and 
Feb.  24  for  the  Baton  Rouge  workshop. 


I  will  attend  the  workshop  in  Ruston  or  Baton  Rouge  (circle  one). 
Name  _ _ 


(please  print) 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Phone  (  ) 


District 


A  registration  fee  of  $10  must  accompany  this  form  and  mailed  to  Dr.  John 
Braden,  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 
by  Wed.,  Feb.  11  for  the  Ruston  workshop  and  Tues.  Feb.  24  for  the  Bator 
Rouge  workshop. 
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Critics,  ‘blind  spots’  &  moral  vision 


Is  it  naive  or  appropriate  to  object  to 
naming  a  new  sports  arena  at  a  United 
Methodist-related  university  after  an  in¬ 
ternational  arms  dealer?  (See  related 
story  elsewhere  in  this  issue.) 

The  president  of  American  University 
in  Washington,  Dr.  Richard  Berendzen, 
says  it’s  naive.  Dr.  Berendzen,  whose 
school  is  one  of  only  three  included  in  a 
special  denominational  fund  for  higher 
education,  was  responding  to  a  Jan.  11 
report  in  the  “Washington  Post.”  The  ar¬ 
ticle  said  that  people  at  the  school  are 
“up  in  arms”  about  naming  a  new  sports 
arena  after  Adnan  Khashoggi. 

Mr.  Khashoggi,  an  international  finan¬ 
cier  from  Saudi  Arabia,  pledged  $5  million 
toward  the  construction  of  the  $14  million 
athletic  and  meeting  center.  He  has  admit¬ 
ted  involvement  in  the  covert  deal  to  sell 
weapons  to  Iran.  Money  from  that  sale  al¬ 
legedly  was  diverted  outside  the  law  to  sup¬ 
port  the  “contra”  rebels  in  Nicaragua. 

Dr.  Berendzen  said  he’s  opposed  to  arms 
dealing  and  agreed  that  such  involvement 
makes  Mr.  Khashoggi  “controversial.” 

But,  he  said,  “the  history  of  philanthro¬ 
py  is  filled  with  controversy  and  contro¬ 
versial  people”  such  as  Cecil  Rhodes  and 
Cornelius  Vanderbilt.  He  rejected  as  “na¬ 
ive”  suggestions  that  his  school  should  re¬ 
fuse  Mr.  Khashoggi ’s  donation  or  to  name 
its  new  sports  arena  after  him. 

We  say  both  “yes”  and  “no”  to  Dr.  Ber- 
endzen’s  assessment  of  his  critics. 

Yes,  church  and  other  charitable 
groups  can  make  redemptive  use  of 
funds  gained  by  questionable  means. 
Knowingly  or  not,  many  local  congrega¬ 
tions  likely  receive  funds  whose  origins 
could  not  pass  a  test  for  Christian  purity. 

It  is  a  failure  to  discern  divine  irony 
and  grace  not  to  see  that  the  church  can 
serve  as  a  channel  for  putting  ill-gotten 


wealth  to  positive  use. 

No,  however,  to  Dr.  Berendzen's  sugges¬ 
tion  that  people  who  oppose  accepting 
such  funds  or  to  honoring  their  donors  are 
“naive”  They  reflect  a  valid  concern  that 
greater  harm  than  good  could  come  from 
such  a  gift.  That’s  particularly  true  if  the 
witness  made  by  accepting  the  gift  harms 
the  recipient’s  reputation. 

It  isn’t  far-fetched  to  fear  that  accept¬ 
ing  funds  gained  from  shady  dealings— 
or  honoring  one  involved  in  such  deal¬ 
ings— could  be  construed  as  approval  of 
actions  many  people  of  Christian  con¬ 
science  deem  intolerable. 

For  Christians,  that  should  not  be  an 
incidental  consideration.  A  reputation 
may  be  the  most  precious  possession  any 
individual  or  institution  has.  Actions  that 
call  our  integrity  into  question  could 
have  more  serious  negative  conse¬ 
quences  than  losing  a  large  gift. 

It’s  unfortunate  that  Dr.  Berendzen’s  dis¬ 
missal  of  his  critics  apparently  caused  him 
to  lose  sight  of  that  reality.  Respect  for  and 
a  willingness  to  listen  to  those  who  criticize 
us  helps  save  us  from  what  may  be  “blind 
spots”  in  our  own  moral  vision. 

In  a  morally  ambiguous  world  all  of  us 
have  such  blind  spots.  Not  even  the  most 
faithful  Christian  can  be  absolutely  cer¬ 
tain  his  or  her  actions  reflect  God’s  will.  In 
fact,  we  can  be  certain  that  our  actions 
will  at  times  fall  short  of  God’s  will. 

We  should,  however,  find  both  comfort 
and  challenge  in  our  Lord’s  teaching  that 
it’s  not  what  “goes  into”  us  that  defiles 
or  honors  us,  but  what  “comes  out.” 
(Mark  7:20f).  In  giving  us  responsibility 
for  the  world,  God  offers  us  sufficient 
grace  to  use  even  “unclean”  gifts  to  His 
glory.  That  includes  avoiding  both  evil 
and  the  appearance  of  evil  in  our  deal¬ 
ings  with  others. 
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Here  I  Stand 


If  s  time  to  stop  saluting  yesterday9 s  wineskins 


By  JOHN  COLLIER 

From  what  I  hear  and  experience, 
many  of  us  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  are  tempted  to  dismiss  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  about  new  wine 
and  old  wineskins. 

The  temptation  is  quite  strong  for 
those  reared  and  nurtured  in  days 
gone  by  to  fall  victim  to  that  inner 
voice  that  says:  “Let’s  go  back  to 
what  made  us  a  great  church.  The  so¬ 
lutions  needed  for  today  are  more  of 
yesterday’s  wineskins!” 

Translated  that  usually  means  the 
following: 

Push  harder  for  absolute  salutes  to 
the  itineracy  system;  push  harder  on 
the  apportionment  system  with  great¬ 
er  demands  of  loyalty;  push  harder  on 
the  appointive  process  being  the  bish¬ 
op’s  decision  (the  Book  of  Discipline 
and  the  larger  churches  not  with¬ 
standing);  push  harder  on  all  institu¬ 
tional  loyalty  issues. 

Temptation  is  powerful 

Unless  we  push  harder,  the  argu¬ 
ment  goes,  we  will  lose  our  greatest 
symbol  of  unity  and  strength — our 
connectional  system. 

The  temptation  is  ever  so  seductive 
and  ever  so  powerful  to  those  who 
feel  its  punch:  Do  not  touch  the  wine¬ 
skins.  Salute  or  be  cast  aside  as  an  un- 
loyal  dissident  who  is  a  part  of  the 
greater  problem  of  a  disintegrating 
connectionalism. 

What  appears  as  the  code  word  is 
loyalty— loyalty  to  those  traditions 
that  shaped  us  during  our  past  gener¬ 
ations  and  were  used  so  mightily  by 
God  to  place  and  nurture  a  church  in 
every  village  of  America. 


But  the  teaching  about  old  wine¬ 
skins  warns  us  about  complacency 
and  doing  it  the  old  way.  Loyalty  to 
old  wineskins  is  a  misplaced  and  fool¬ 
ish  loyalty. 

We  are  no  long¬ 
er  the  first  but 
among  the  last  in 
ministering  to  the 
new  frontier  ar¬ 
eas  of  the  inner 
city  and  the  un¬ 
evangelized  world. 

Our  system  is  John  Collier 
no  more  inclusive  than  others,  raises 
no  more  money  for  social  causes  per 
capita  than  many  other  church  sys¬ 
tems  and  is  no  more  effective  in  sub¬ 
urbia  (our  strength)  than  other 
systems. 

When  measured  by  pragmatic 
standards  we  are  hard  pressed  to 
show — by  our  own  performance  or  by 
the  performance  of  our  ecclesiastical 
neighbors— that  we  have  a  superior 
system,  a  wineskin  untouchable  be¬ 
cause  of  superior  fruit. 

What  is  suggested  here  is  clearly 
not  to  become  a  congregational  sys¬ 
tem.  That,  too,  is  as  susceptible  to  the 
warning  of  old  wineskins  as  any  other 
system. 

Our  job  is  different:  to  take  the  re¬ 
alities  of  our  world  and  our  church 
and  allow  God’s  grace  and  wisdom  to 
show  us  new  wineskins,  that  is,  new 
means  of  structuring  a  church  that 
will  hold  the  new  wine  we  need. 

We  are  a  unique  people 

We  are  a  unique  people  with  a 
unique  history.  We  need  wineskins  fit 
for  God’s  work  with  us.  Some  direc¬ 


tions  for  thought: 

Instead  of  tightening  the  screws 
and  demanding  quicker  salutes  to  the 
existing  itineracy  system,  let’s  re¬ 
structure  the  itinerant  system  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  new  realities. 

The  working  spouse  problem  will 
not  go  away  in  our  lifetime.  The  need 
for  stability  for  families  and  churches 
with  longevity  appointments  is  posi¬ 
tive  for  both  family  and  church 
growth. 

An  appointive  system  that  gives  in¬ 
centives  and  challenges  to  the  best 
(not  necessarily  by  surburbia  stand¬ 
ards)  qualified  to  start  new  churches 
among  the  poor  is  urgent. 

Creative  ministry  appointments 
that  feed  local-church  programming 
efforts  are  essential  if  we  are  to  keep 
our  share  of  urban  members. 

New  approaches  to  starting  and 
funding  new  churches  are  needed,  and 
some  of  our  most  successful  church 
planters  need  to  itinerate  more,  not 
less. 

Guaranteed  appointments  must  go 
now,  not  later,  for  the  sake  of  minis¬ 
ters,  congregations  and  the  larger 
church. 

Let’s  adopt  a  Gamaliel  rule  and 
create  openness  in  our  structures  to 
both  the  prophets  of  social  justice  and 
the  evangelists  and  missionaries  of 
personal  conversions. 

When  we  try  to  control  the  church 
by  rigid  structures  and  strictures  to 
“save  the  connectional  system,”  we 
salute  the  system  and  fall  victim  to 
an  unswerving  commitment  to  old 
wineskins  doomed  to  burst. 

Whether  it  is  boycotts  for  a  witness 
to  social  justice  or  new  mission  agen¬ 


cies  that  carry  the  word  to  others 
with  new  zeal,  let’s  open  up  our 
church,  which  is  proud  of  its  plural¬ 
ism,  and  let  the  creation  of  new  wine¬ 
skins  happen! 

The  ‘salute  system*  is  dead 

The  “salute  system”  is  dead.  We 
now  must  earn  our  authority. 

Our  new  system  must  prove  its 
merits  by  its  fruit-producing  vitality. 
Only  then  will  a  new  generation  care 
(and  let  it  be  perfectly  clear,  most 
people  do  not)  if  the  system  is  connec¬ 
tional,  congregational  or  hybrid. 

If  our  system  is  no  better— or  no 
worse— than  other  systems  in  terms 
of  Christian  ministry  to  the  world, 
then  let’s  take  the  emphasis  off  salut¬ 
ing  our  system. 

One  of  the  greatest  gaps  I  know  of 
in  the  church  is  between  those  who 
feel  that  saluting  is  our  necessary, 
godly  duty  and  those  who  feel  that  un- 
reflective  saluting  is  an  impotent  ex¬ 
ercise  like  rearranging  the  deck 
chairs  on  the  Titanic. 

As  the  children  of  Wesley  and  Lu¬ 
ther,  we  owe  more  to  the  church  than 
a  salute  to  old  wineskins. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  John  Col¬ 
lier  is  a  staff  member  of  West  Univer¬ 
sity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston,  Texas  (Texas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Clergy  cook’s  use  of  wine  uncorks  reader  ire 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Jan.  9  Reporter  contained  a  large 
picture  and  article  about  the  Rev.  Jeff 
Smith  as  a  TV  cook. 

The  article  says  Mr.  Smith  doesn’t 
think  United  Methodists,  traditional  tem¬ 
perance  advocates,  will  be  too  upset  with 
his  use  of  alcohol  in  cooking. 

I  just  want  you  to  know  that  right  here 
is  one  lifelong  United  Methodist  who  is 
not  only  upset  with  his  advocacy  of  the 
use  of  alcohol  in  cooking  but  who  was 
deeply  incensed  to  find  that  picture  of 
him  pouring  liquor  into  a  cooking  pan  in 
my  United  Methodist  newspaper! 

I  don’t  know  what  has  happened  to 
Methodist  ministers  today.  But  with  all 
the  information  that  is  available  on  what 
alcohol  and  the  use  of  it  does  to  families, 
to  young  people  and  even  to  children  in 
this  day  and  age,  it  behooves  all  United 
Methodists,  including  ministers  and  min¬ 
isterial  students,  to  re-think  their  dedica¬ 
tion  to  a  non-alcoholic  life. 

My  question:  What  kind  of  an  example  is 
that  setting  for  the  tender  youth  and  young 
adults  this  pastor  is  supposed  to  be  leading? 

I  can’t  see,  for  the  life  of  me,  how  such 
an  example  will  steer  anyone  away  from 
becoming  an  alcoholic  when  he  sees  his 
pastor  using  beer,  wine  or  any  other  al¬ 
cohol  such  as  in  mixed  drinks,  even  in 
cooking,  let  alone  drinking  it  as  many  do 
nowadays! 

Call  me  old-fashioned— that  I  am.  I 
still  believe  that  teaching  of  abstinence 
has  to  be  instilled  in  the  minds  of  our 
youth  if  they  are  to  live  to  reach  adult¬ 
hood  in  today’s  world  of  drugs. 

I  don’t  think  it  will  ever  come  about 
with  pastors  who  go  on  TV  advocating 
cooking  with  wine!  jaeanore  James 

Yucaipa,  California 

I’ll  turn  the  dial 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  shock  that  I  read  the  arti¬ 
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cle  about  the  “frugal  gourmet,”  the  Rev. 
Jeff  Smith,  in  the  Jan.  9  Reporter. 

In  these  times  when  more  women  are 
becoming  alcoholic  and  use  of  alcohol  is 
the  most  abused  drug,  how  can  United 
Methodists  condone  this  minister  in  his 
blatant  use  of  wine  in  cooking  and  at  the 
table? 

Impressionable  teens  think  that  be¬ 
cause  a  minister  says  use  wine,  it  is  all 
right.  Even  though  the  alcohol  may  evap¬ 
orate  in  cooking,  the  suggestions  of  types 
of  wine  to  serve  with  certain  foods  in¬ 
vites  all  to  imbibe. 

As  a  lifelong  Methodist  and  a  temper¬ 
ance  advocate,  count  me  as  one  that  will 
push  the  button  or  turn  the  dial  when  he 
comeson.  _  .  „ 

Dolores  Brown 
Wanette,  Oklahoma 


PREACHER  WANT4 
u4  ro  snip Y 
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IF  HE  KHEWHOW 
MANY  CHURCH  COMr 
M(TTEE4  PM  Obi 
HE'D  KNOW  I  VOtfT 
HAVE  TIME  TO 


X  WOHPER  IP  I'M 
OM  TOO  MANY 
COMMITTEES 


Now  I’ve  seen  everything 

To  the  Editor: 

Now  I’ve  seen  everything! 

In  this  day  and  age  when  government 
reports  on  alcohol  sound  as  though  they 
were  written  by  the  Women’s  Christian 
Temperance  Union,  our  United 
Methodist  paper  shows  a  so-called  minis¬ 
ter  holding  high  a  bottle  of  wine. 

For  shame!  What  an  influence  on  our 
young  people! 

But  maybe  the  poor  soul  didn’t  quite 
understand  our  questionable  slogan, 
“Catch  the  Spirit,”  and  thought  it  meant 
"catch  the  spirits.” 

What  else  will  we  do  to  alienate  our 
members  who  sincerely  believe  in  what 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  stood 

for  and  against.  ..  D  ...  „ 

6  Norma  B.  Mielke 

Johnson  City,  Tennessee 

A  genuine  loss  to  Reporter 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  in  the  Reporter  the  news  con¬ 


cerning  Roy  Beck,  one  of  your  writers, 
who  has  taken  a  new  responsibility  in 
Washington,  D.C.  (see  UMR,  Dec.  19). 

I  wish  to  express  personal  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  high  quality  of  reporting  that 
Mr.  Beck  did  for  your  paper. 

As  a  regular  and  faithful  reader  of  the 
Reporter,  I  found  his  articles  stimulating 
and  insightful  and  his  willingness  to 
tackle  some  of  the  more  difficult  issues 
refreshing. 

The  Reporter  has  experienced  a  genu¬ 
ine  loss  in  his  transfer  to  Washington,  but 
you  also  will  carry  a  legacy  of  his  fine 
contribution. 

United  Methodism  has  profited  from 
his  many  and  diverse  contributions. 

Emerson  S.  Colaw 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

We  miss  you  still 

To  the  Editor: 

Hooray  for  Bob  Smith  of  Axtell,  Kan. 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  19). 


I,  too,  wish  “Together  Magazine” 
would  come  back.  It  was  the  most  inter¬ 
esting,  best  edited  and  most  readable 
representative  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  “Together,”  we  miss  you  still. 

Perry  E.  White 
Moore,  Oklahoma 

Photo  feeds  stereotypes 

To  the  Editor: 

Though  the  Angel  Tree  project  in  itself 
is  a  wonderful  example  of  Christians 
reaching  out  to  those  in  need,  I  found  the 
accompanying  pictures  in  poor  taste  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  12). 

Smiling  white  girls  take  names  from 
the  tree  to  do  their  good  deeds.  The  re¬ 
cipients  of  the  gifts  are  troubled-looking 
black  girls  whose  parents  are  in  jail. 

The  picture  serves  to  reinforce  the  ste¬ 
reotyped  prejudices  and  social  ignorance 
rampant  in  our  society. 

Sandra  J.  Bunker 
Malvern,  Pennsylvania 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

‘Unusual’  rock  star  provides  surprises 


Rock  singer  Cyndi  Lauper  has  built  a 
reputation  as  the  girl  who  is  “so  unusual.” 

One  look  at  her  garish  attire  and  her 
pink  and  yellow  hair  convinced  me  the 
reputation’s  well  deserved  even  before  I 
ill:  heard  her  piercing 
’  little-girl  voice. 

I  probably  was 
more  deserving  of 
the  “so  unusual”  la¬ 
bel,  however,  as  I  en¬ 
tered  the  auditorium 
with  my  10-year-old 
daughter  to  hear 
Spurgeon  Dunnam  Cyndi  Lauper  in  con¬ 
cert.  I  was  undoubtedly  the  only  gray- 
haired  member  of  the  cloth  there 
wearing  a  tie  and  pin-striped  suit. 

Three  factors  put  me  there. 

First,  daughter  Delayna  thinks  Cyndi 
Lauper  is  the  greatest.  I  was  trying  to  be 
a  loving,  supportive  father  even  though  I 
felt  turned  off  by  the  outlook  the  singer 
promotes  in  songs  such  as  “Girls  Just 
Want  to  Have  Fun”  and  “Money  Changes 
Everything.” 

Second,  I  recalled  how  so  many  adults 
put  down  the  music  I  liked  as  a  teen-ager 
rather  than  try  to  identify  with  it.  The 
more  they  told  me  how  morally  harmful 
and  musically  inferior  my  music  was, 
the  more  I  liked  and  defended  it. 

Third,  it  occurred  to  me  that  many 
more  young  people  probably  listen  to 
Cyndi  Lauper  than  read  this  newspa¬ 
per— or  maybe  even  the  Bible.  If  it’s  true 
that  "the  church  is  always  just  one  gen¬ 
eration  removed  from  extinction,”  then 
those  of  us  entrusted  with  promoting  the 
message  of  Jesus  Christ  need  to  find 
ways  of  relating  that  message  to  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  young  people  who 
identify  with  the  likes  of  Cyndi  Lauper. 

Several  surprises  occurred  during  the 


concert.  I’d  brought  some  ear  plugs  just 
in  case  I  needed  them.  They  ended  up  in 
Delayna’s  ears  ("They  play  too  loud”) 
while  my  ears  adjusted  to  the  sound 
quite  well. 

Delayna  was  also  turned  off  by  the 
number  of  young  people  she  saw  smok¬ 
ing,  by  the  secondhand  smoke  we  were 
forced  to  breathe,  and  by  some  of  the 
conversations  she  heard  around  us. 

Her  eyes  grew  large  and  unbelieving 
when  I  told  her  not  all  the  smoke  was 
from  tobacco  (“You  mean  there  are  peo¬ 
ple  right  here  taking  drugs?”).  Those 
shared  experiences  were  far  more  valu¬ 
able  than  the  same  insights  delivered  a 
hundred  times  from  parent  to  offspring. 

Not  all  the  surprises  were  Delayna’s. 
When  she  reached  the  embarrassed  con¬ 
clusion  that  “lots  of  the  people  here 
aren’t  very  nice,”  I  surprised  us  both  by 
responding:  “That’s  true,  but  I’m  sure 
there  also  are  lots  of  nice  people  here.” 

I  heard  a  much  better  voice  and  saw  a 
much  more  wholesome  person  on  stage 


than  I’d  expected.  And  I  heard  enough 
lyrics  with  redemptive  meanings  to  al¬ 
low  an  honest  balance  between  my  posi¬ 
tive  and  negative  reactions. 

One  song  carried  these  words: 

“I  see  your  true  colors  shining  through. 

“I  see  your  true  colors,  that’s  why  I  love 
you. 

“So  don’t  be  afraid  to  let  them  show. 

“Your  true  colors  are  beautiful,  like  a 
rainbow.” 

Not  bad  for  a  young  lady  who  has  cre¬ 
ated  a  continuing  stir  with  her  outward 
colors  of  hair  and  clothing. 

The  concert  also  created  another  fam¬ 
ily  dialogue.  Delilah,  16,  chose  not  to  go 
but  was  pleased  that  I  went  and  with  the 
attitude  I  brought  home.  She  said  if  the 
Reporter  would  comment  regularly  and 
in  an  understanding  way  about  “our  mu¬ 
sic,”  then  her  friends  probably  would  be¬ 
gin  looking  with  new  eagerness  for  the 
arrival  of  the  church  paper. 

Why  not?  I  can’t  think  of  many  age 
groups  with  whom  the  church  more 
needs  to  develop  rapport. 

My  final  surprise  has  been  my  inabil¬ 
ity  since  the  concert  to  shake  one  song 
from  my  mind: 

“If  you’re  lost,  you  can  look  and  you 
will  find  me,  time  after  time. 

“If  you  fall,  I  will  catch  you,  I  will  be 
waiting,  time  after  time.” 

If  such  a  beautiful  thought  is  true 
when  expressed  by  one  human  being  to 
another,  how  much  greater  is  the  real¬ 
ization  that  God  always  is  present  and 
waiting  to  find  us  amid  our  lostness  and 
catch  us  amid  our  fallenness.  Those 
words  from  Ms.  Lauper’s  lips  are  not 
only  wholesome.  They  preach  something 
akin  to  the  essence  of  our  faith  without 
sounding  preachy. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  HI 


My  Witness 

Church  simply  has  become 
too  exciting  for  me  to  miss 


By  YVONNE  STITES 

For  nearly  a  year  now  I’ve  been  seeing 
the  slogan  "Catch  the  Spirit”  on  T-shirts, 
in  the  Sunday  bulletin,  in  the  Reporter 
and  other  places  too  numerous  to  men¬ 
tion. 

I  thought  to  myself  that  it  was  rather  a 
neat  idea  and  went  on  with  life  as  usual. 

I  am  42  years  old,  married  with  three 
grown  children  and  one  grandchild.  I’ve 
lived  in  the  same  little  community  and 
gone  to  the  same  little  United  Methodist 
church  for  all  but  six  of  those  42  years. 

Ministers  have  come  and  gone 

I’ve  seen  quite  a  few  ministers  come 
and  go.  There  have  been  ups  and  downs 
at  various  periods  within  the  church,  and 
I’ve  seen  the  attendance  drop  to  an  aver¬ 
age  of  no  more  than  12. 

The  attendance  in  our  church  started 
climbing  last  winter.  By  the  end  of  May, 
our  average  attendance  was  around  60. 
We  were  sure  it  would  drop  during  the 
summer  months,  with  school  out  and 
families  away  on  summer  vacations. 

However,  that  was  not  to  be  the  case. 
We  continued  our  steady  climb.  I  could 
hardly  wait  each  Sunday  to  see  the  count 
as  it  became  the  norm  to  have  70  to  80 
people  and  now  100  nearly  every  Sunday 
in  our  little  sanctuary. 

I  began  to  notice  new  faces  every 
week  at  worship,  some  new  family, 
young  adult  or  small  child  who  had  made 
the  effort,  all  by  himself,  to  come  to  wor¬ 
ship  and  Sunday  school. 

At  a  specific  place  in  the  Sunday  ser¬ 
vice,  we  have  a  time  to  share  joys  and 
concerns.  I  listened,  sometimes  with 
tears  in  my  eyes,  as  my  friends  shared 
their  joy,  sorrows  and  burdens  and  those 
of  our  community  who  needed  prayer. 

And  what’s  more,  we,  as  a  body  of  be¬ 
lievers,  were  seriously  praying  for  these 


needs  in  faith,  believing  that  our  prayers 
were  being  heard  and  answered. 

We  are  such  a  blessed  congregation. 
We  have  a  minister  who  truly  shepherds 
his  flock.  He  is  in  touch  with  the  people 
and  loves  us  unconditionally  with  the 
love  of  Jesus  Christ  who  is  in  him. 

He  also  preaches  with  power,  author¬ 
ity  and  wisdom  right  out  of  the  holy  word 
of  God. 

Dynamite  red  hair! 

We  have  several  devoted  musicians 
and  singers.  We  have  a  youth  and  adult 
bell  choir.  We  have  a  youth  minister,  a 
very  sincere,  devoted  woman  from  Okla¬ 
homa  State  University  who  is  dynamite 
with  red  hair  to  match! 

We  have  a  new  Bible  study  and  newly 
formed  young  adult  Sunday-school  class 
to  mention  only  a  few  opportunities  for 
worship. 

That  is  quite  remarkable  for  a  church 
and  community  our  size.  We  are  certain¬ 
ly  a  people  encouraging  one  another  in 
the  Lord. 

Church  has  simply  become  too  excit¬ 
ing  to  miss.  If  you  want  to  know  what 
has  made  the  difference,  Ill  tell  you 
what  I  think:  There  is  a  presence  in  our 
church,  in  many  of  our  people. 

Now,  please  understand  that  this  pres¬ 
ence  has  been  here  all  along,  but,  thank 
God,  we  reached  up— and  we  “caught  the 
spirit.” 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Yvonne  Stites  is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Morrison, 
Okla.  (Oklahoma  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “ My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


What  Pastors  have  to  say  about 
Cargill  Associates. 

“ The  time  we  spent  in  this  program  will  benefit  us  in  the 
years  to  come,  because  it  is  basic  stewardship  ministry  and 
technique.  The  detail  of  the  plan  and  the  meticulous  training 
sessions  for  everyone  involved  was  greatly  appreciated.  It  is  a 
well  thought  out  plan!' 

John  L.  Ash,  III 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Laurel,  Mississippi 
^  Raised:  $900,000;  2.8  times  income 
|  For  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure,  “How  Churches  Are  Raising  More 
Moneyf  contact: 

CARGILL  ASSOCIATES 

Fund  Raising  Services 


The  Seal  of  Excellence 


4701  Altamesa  Boulevard 
Box  330339 

Fort  Worth.  Texas  76163  0339 


Call  toll  free:  1-800-433-2233 
In  Texas. 

Call  collect:  (817)  292-9374 


|  CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

VISIT  CHINA,  HONG  KONG  AND  Tokyo,  18  days, 
May  29-June  15,  1987.  $2863.  Ten  cities  in  China. 
For  brochure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission, 
Box  1058,  Clarks  Mills,  PA  16114  (412)  253-2216. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  NEEDED 
in  team  ministry,  emphasis  on  youth,  congregation 
of  1100,  fine  physical  plant,  strong  music  and  edu¬ 
cation  programs,  city  of  800,000,  salary  open.  Send 
resume  to:  Chairperson  of  PPRC,  4807  Roosevelt 
Blvd.,  Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

March  15-22.  4  ports  of  call.  Limited  space!  Carib¬ 
bean.  For  reservations  contact:  Rev.  Gaither  Day, 
PO  Box  308,  Sulphur  Springs,  TX  75482,  Phone: 
(214)  885-3672  or  toll  free:  1-800-442-1115.  | 

TOUR  IRELAND-SCOTLAND  with  Wally  and 
Stell  Chappell,  Pastor,  Cochran  Chapel  UMC,  Dal¬ 
las,  June  29-July  14.  Motorcoach  five  days  to  Irish 
sights,  six  days  circling  Scotland,  one  day  in  Lon¬ 
don.  Good  Price,  accomodations;  great  hosts  and 
guide.  (214)  357-3582;  4039  Killion,  Dallas,  75229. 

SINGLES  MINISTER  NEEDED  FOR  dynamic, 
growing  4,000  membership  church.  FUMC,  Colora¬ 
do  Springs,  CO.  Experience  required.  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable.  Please  call  Darrell  Mount 
(303)  471-8522. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Youth/Education  Direc¬ 
tor,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  212  Broad 
Street,  DeRidder,  Louisiana  70634.  For  informa¬ 
tion  write:  Search  Committee  or  call  (318)  463- 
4491. 

PASTORS  HOLY  LAND  FAMILIARIZATION 
Tour,  February  27-March  6, 1987,  $495.00.  Includes: 
R/T  air  from  Atlanta  to  Tel  Aviv,  five-star  hotels, 
two  meals  daily,  motorcoaches,  Christian  guides, 
etc.  Free  information:  1-800-438-8281,  World  Pil- 
grimages,  Inc.,  2300  Henderson  Mill  Road,  Atlanta, 
GA  32345  (50  years  quality  service). 

EDITOR,  SHARING  MAGAZINE,  Journal  of 
Christian  Healing,  published  by  The  International 
Order  of  St.  Luke  the  Physician.  Relocation  not  re¬ 
quired.  Salary  favorable  for  time  required.  Inqui¬ 
ries  to  present  editor,  Rev.  Arthur  Greeley  (301) 
365-2402.  Send  resume  and  sample  of  writing  by 
May  30  to  Rev.  William  Beachy,  Box  119000,  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  MO  64111-9000. 

AFRICAN  INSTITUTE.  Notre  Dame's  eighteenth 
ecumenical  training  program  for  Christians  pre¬ 
paring  to  serve  in  Africa.  8  June  - 1  July,  1987.  In¬ 
formation:  Professor  Peter  Walshe,  Department  of 
Government,  University  of  Notre  Dame,  IN  48556. 
Phone:  (219)  232-0743  or  239-7312. 
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Evangelists 
hear  call 
to  convert 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 
PORTLAND,  Ore.— Calls  for  con¬ 
version  within  the  church  were 
made  during  a  national  meeting  of 
United  Methodist  evangelism  lead¬ 
ers  Jan.  5-8  in  Portland. 

Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Illinois 
Area)  invited  the  500-plus  partici¬ 
pants  to  the  front  of  the  hotel  meet¬ 
ing  room  to  ask  God  to  convert  the 
unconverted  areas  of  their  lives,  in¬ 
cluding  racism  and  sexism. 

The  former  staff  executive  for  the 
denomination’s  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  said,  “An  unconvert¬ 
ed  church  (is)  trying  to  convert  an 
unconverted  world.” 

He  said  he  is  disturbed  by  those 
who  say,  “I  am  born  again;  I’m  con¬ 
verted— but  don’t  send  me  a  woman 
pastor  or  an  ethnic  minority  pastor 
or  don’t  let  my  daughter  or  son  date 
the  wrong  color  person.” 

What  kind  of  Savior 

“Is  that  the  kind  of  Savior  you’re 
presenting  to  the  world?”  he  asked. 
“There  is  One  able  to  change  us  and 
turn  us  around.  We’d  better  recover 
that,  because  the  world  needs  to 
hear  it.” 

He  said  today’s  evangelists  must 
show  evidence  of  their  conversion  to 
be  believable.  “Those  outside  the 
church  want  to  see  . . .  not  just  hear 
the  words;  that  we  believe  what  we 
preach  and  that  it  has  changed  our 
lives.” 

Giving  a  similar  challenge  during 
the  week-long  meeting  was  the  Rev. 
Gerry  Charlotte  Phelps  of  San  Jose, 
Calif.,  who  was  converted  while 
serving  seven  years  of  a  35-year 
prison  sentence  for  armed  robbery. 

Now  working  in  a  ministry  to  the 
homeless,  the  United  Methodist 
clergywoman  said  she  was  reared  in, 
the  church  but  became  disillusioned 
with  it  as  a  young  adult  for  what  she 
felt  it  wasn’t  doing  about  injustices 
in  the  world. 

“It’s  our  task  to  bear  witness,”  she 
said.  “If  we’re  not  doing  what  God 
says,  nobody  is  going  to  believe  us.” 

Christians  are  particularly  weak  in 
responding  to  God’s  command  to  care 
for  the  poor  and  oppressed,  she  added. 

No  justification  ahead 

Pointing  out  that  Americans,  6 
percent  of  the  world’s  population, 
are  using  50  percent  of  its  resources, 
she  declared,  “No  way  can  we  stand 
before  the  throne  of  God  and  justify 
that.” 

She  ticked  off  a  list  of  what  could 
be  done  to  alleviate  world  hunger  if 
United  Methodists  alone  would  tithe 
of  their  financial  resources.  “We 
have  no  conversion  unless  it  reaches 
past  the  heart  to  the  pocketbook,” 
she  said.  “Do  we  trust  Him  enough 
to  cut  our  lifestyles  down?” 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  meeting 
was  the  Rev.  Sundo  Kim,  pastor  of 
the  Kwan  Lim  Methodist  Church  in 
Seoul,  the  largest  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation  in  the  world. 

More  than  800  evangelism  leaders 
and  guests  listened  intently  as  Dr. 
Kim  told  how  membership  grew 
from  170  to  20,000  in  15  years. 

Several  speakers  listed  reasons 
they  believe  Americans  are  more 
receptive  than  ever  to  the  Gospel  of 
Christianity.  These  included  drug 
abuse,  broken  homes,  abortion,  un- 
,  employment,  hunger  and  the  high 
rate  of  suicide. 

The  Council  on  Evangelism,  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship,  sponsors  a 
meeting  for  evangelism  leaders  ev¬ 
ery  other  year  and  a  congress  on 
evangelism  open  to  all  interested 
persons  on  alternate  years.  The  1988 
congress  is  scheduled  for  Jan.  4-8. 


Will  it  fly? 
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By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

MARSHFIELD,  Mo— The  inventor  of 
TRAG— United  Methodism’s  simple  lit¬ 
tle  truck  for  agriculture  in  the  underde¬ 
veloped  world — had  his  head  in  the 
clouds  on  a  recent  morning. 

Earl  Miner  was  talking  of  a  new 
dream:  the  Flying  TRAG. 

He  stood  against  a  backdrop  of  a  gray 
Ozarks  winter  sky  on  the  outdoor  second- 
floor  deck  of  the  new  TRAG  facility.  The 
TRAG— short  for  TRansportation  AGri- 
culture— operation  is  part  of  the  diverse 
Office  of  Creative  Ministries  program  of 
Missouri  United  Methodists. 

"This  is  our  runway,”  he  said,  stretch¬ 
ing  his  arms  outward.  “We’ll  have  air- 
shows  of  Flying  TRAGs  here.” 

The  scene  required  some  imagina¬ 
tion-first,  to  imagine  the  TRAG  in 
flight;  second,  to  imagine  a  runway. 

The  TRAG  facility  is  in  a  residential 
neighborhood  atop  a  hill  in  Marshfield,  a 
town  of  around  3,000.  Mr.  Miner  was 
pointing  to  a  narrow  field  on  the  side  of 
the  hill  between  the  TRAG  building  and 
more  houses. 

“We  take  off  downhill  and  land  going 
up,”  he  said. 

‘Third  World  needs  flying  truck’ 

“Runway”  conditions  on  this  hillside 
aren’t  any  worse  than  those  in  underde¬ 
veloped  countries  for  which  the  TRAG  is 
designed,  he  noted. 

Mr.  Miner  said  he  started  work  on  the 
Flying  TRAG  because  no  air  vehicle  on 
the  market  could  serve  as  a  flying  truck 
for  poor  people. 

“There  are  vast  roadless  areas  in  the 
developing  nations  that  may  be  only  50 
to  100  air  miles  from  a  city,”  he  said. 
“People  could  live  and  work  and  grow 
things  there,  find  a  home  and  a  future,  if 
there  was  a  way  to  get  what  they  need 
into  the  area  and  goods  and  produce 
back  out  to  a  market.” 

The  idea  behind  any  TRAG,  whether 
terrestrial  or  celestial,  is  that  it  is  an  in¬ 
strument  of  peace.  By  helping  make  life 
easier  in  rural  areas,  a  TRAG  can  slow 
urban  migration,  one  of  the  biggest 
causes  of  economic  and  political  instabil¬ 


ity  around  the  world,  the  reasoning  goes. 

Mr.  Miner  said  the  typical  aviation 
missionary’s  workhorse  aircraft,  the 
Cessna  206,  costs  more  than  $100,000  and 
is  more  appropriate  for  transporting 
critical  supplies— not,  for  instance,  30 
gallons  of  goat  milk  to  market  every 
morning. 

The  United  Methodist  layman  believes 
he  could  build  a  Flying  TRAG  for  $6,000. 
That  aircraft  could  carry  a  pilot  and  a 
300-pound  payload  at  a  60  mph  cruising 
speed  with  a  200-mile  range. 

And  he’s  designing  it  simply— like  the 
down-to-earth  TRAG— so  that  most  of  its 
parts  and  all  its  assembly  can  be  done 
any  place  in  the  world. 

1931  technology 

Mr.  Miner  is  dipping  into  past  technol¬ 
ogy  for  his  solutions.  He’s  adapting  gyro 
copter  designs  that  won  aviation  awards 
in  1931  but  soon  were  superseded  by  heli¬ 
copters. 

Gyro  copters  can  look  a  bit  like  a 
dragonfly,  he  said.  (A  Reporter  wag  has 
suggested  the  new  aircraft  be  named  a 
TRAGonfly.) 

The  Flying  TRAG  will  have  no  wings. 
Rather,  a  free-turning,  non-powered  ro¬ 
tor  above  it  is  to  stabilize  the  craft  while 
a  propeller  on  the  front  pulls  it  through 
the  air. 

For  takeoff,  the  craft  needs  open 
ground  only  one-to-two  city  blocks  long, 
Mr.  Miner  said.  A  mere  10  feet  of  rolling 
space  is  needed  to  land. 

The  prototype  without  the  cargo  sec¬ 
tion  already  is  in  the  air,  thanks  to  “Heli¬ 
copter  Ed”  Alderfer,  contributing  editor 
to  the  Popular  Rotorcraft  Association’s 
magazine. 

“The  Lord  has  His  hand  on  this  project 
and  led  me  to  Ed,”  Mr.  Miner  said. 

Mr.  Miner  said  he  set  out  to  capture 
Mr.  Alderfer’s  attention  by  building  his 
own  aircraft  and  entering  air  shows. 

Mr.  Alderfer  of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  was 
impressed  with  the  mission  application 
of  Mr.  Miner’s  work  and  has  given  it  con¬ 
siderable  publicity  in  “Popular  Rotor- 
craft  Flying”  magazine. 

Mr.  Alderfer’s  Gyrochopper  ID,  the 
prototype  for  the  Flying  TRAG,  won  an 


"outstanding  new  design”  award  at  a  na¬ 
tional  competition  last  year. 

Mr.  Miner  said  a  doubling  in  the  effi¬ 
ciency  of  rotor  blades  and  engines  during 
the  last  two  years  has  made  it  possible 
and  safe  to  adapt  a  gyro  copter  into  a 
cargo  vehicle. 

He  said  he  hopes  to  fly  the  new  cargo 
plane  at  a  national  air  show  next  summer. 

He  also  sees  tremendous  medical 
evacuation  potential  in  the  new  vehicle. 

"The  Flying  TRAG  can  carry  one  pa¬ 
tient  in  the  hold  area,”  he  said.  “The 
most  popular  medical  evacuation  heli¬ 
copter  can  carry  two.  I  could  build  300  to 
400  Flying  TRAGS  for  the  price  of  one  of 
those  helicopters. 

“People  in  the  Third  World  can  be 
taught  to  fly  these.  We  already  have  a  pi¬ 
lot  trainer  model.” 

Mr.  Miner  said  tours  by  youth  and  mis¬ 
sion  groups  are  common  at  TRAG  head¬ 
quarters.  Mailing  address  is  P.O.  Box 
466,  Marshfield,  Mo.  65706. 


Inventor  Earl 
Miner  sits  between 
his  celestial  and 
terrestrial  TRAGs. 
The  flying  model 
is  one-quarter- 
scale.  When  built, 
it  will  be  about  14 
feet  long,  com¬ 
pared  to  the  7*/*- 
foot  ground  model. 
The  down-to-earth 
TRAG  is  finding 
its  way— some¬ 
times  with  the 
help  of  people  like 
former  President 
Jimmy  Carter— to 
places  like  Nicara¬ 
gua,  Tonga,  Israe¬ 
li-occupied  West 
Bank  and  Soviet 
Armenia. 


PHOTOS  BY 
MITCHELL  MINER 


A  model  of  the  Flying  TRAG  shows  how  up  to  300  pounds  of  supplies  can 
be  loaded  into  the  gyro  copter  for  flight  to  isolated  rural  communities. 
When  the  plane  is  loaded,  the  pilot  is  strapped  on  top  of  the  cargo  box.  De¬ 
signers  say  the  plane  is  simple  enough  for  people  in  most  Third  World  com¬ 
munities  to  build  and  repair.  It  needs  a  runway  of  only  a  small  open  field. 


TRAG  factory  full  of  mission  ‘tall  tales,’  intrigue 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MARSHFIELD,  Mo.— Taking  a  tour 
through  United  Methodism’s  TRAG  facil¬ 
ities  is  like  walking  through  an  interna¬ 
tional  tail-tale  barn. 

Soviet  Armenia.  Israeli-occupied  We?t 
Bank.  Tonga. 

Names  of  exotic  places  quickly  are 
connected  to  the  little  simple-technology 
truck  introduced  in  1978.  The  vehicle  was 
dubbed  TRAG,  short  for  "TRansporta¬ 
tion  AGriculture.” 

TRAGs  are  being  used  in  mission  ef¬ 
forts  in  nearly  30  nations. 

Every  few  steps  along  a  tour,  some¬ 
thing  reminds  inventor  Earl  Miner  of  an¬ 
other  incredible  tale  of  how  the  TRAG 
truck  is  opening  doors  for  Christian  mis¬ 
sions  of  peace  and  justice  around  the 
world. 

TRAG  factory  set  for  Israel 

Such  was  the  case  on  a  recent  tour  of 
the  new  30-by-80-foot  building  where 
some  TRAGs  are  built  and  vehicle  im¬ 
provements  are  developed  and  tested. 
The  facility  is  owned  by  the  Office  of 
Creative  Ministries  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Missouri  Area. 

“This  is  our  new  model,”  Mr.  Miner 
said.  “We’ve  gone  to  all-metal  beds.  We’re 
phasing  out  the  wooden  ones  because  wood 
is  just  too  scarce  in  many  countries. 

“We  learned  about  that  in  Israel.  We 
went  over  there  to  set  up  a  new  TRAG 
factory  on  the  West  Bank  (of  the  Israeli- 
occupied  Jordan) .” 

Besides  providing  appropriate-technol¬ 
ogy  vehicles  for  the  Arabs  in  the  Israeli- 
occupied  territory,  he  said,  the  factory 
will  offer  employment  for  a  Christian  mi¬ 
nority  within  the  Arab  minority. 


“There  are  over  20,000  Christian  Arabs 
in  occupied  territory,”  Mr.  Miner  said. 
“The  Christians  will  run  the  factory 
through  Bethlehem  Bible  College.  Its  di¬ 
rector  was  educated  in  Methodist  schools.” 

As  he  often  does,  Mr.  Miner  gave  de¬ 
tails  that  he  said  were  off-the-record 
about  how  well-placed  U.S.  business  and 
political  officials  got  permission  from  Is¬ 
raeli  military  authorities  for  the  project.  - 

Orders  show  ecumenical  scope 

The  United  Methodist  layman  stopped 
at  a  makeshift  desk  and  asked  a  col¬ 
league  for  the  order  book. 

Some  orders  being  worked  on  were 
from  Youth  with  a  Mission  for  New  Zea¬ 
land,  from  the  Assemblies  of  God  of  Cana¬ 
da  for  Zambia,  from  the  unofficial  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists  and  from 
Habitat  for  Humanity  for  Costa  Rica. 

Obviously,  the  United  Methodist  TRAG 
project  has  an  ecumenical  outreach. 

Mr.  Miner  is  an  intense  man  who  often 
shows  his  impatience  when  he  feels  peo¬ 


ple  in  the  church  are  not  giving  enough 
attention  to  missions  or  working  enough 
for  peace. 

He  is  troubled  that  independent  mission 
organizations  seem  to  have  much  more  of 
an  entrepreneurial  creativity  and  excite¬ 
ment  about  using  the  TRAG  than  official 
United  Methodist  organizations. 

However,  two  of  the  current  orders 
are  from  United  Methodist  sources  for 
two  projects  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Kenya,  he  said.  One 
is  the  result  of  the  Rev.  Keith  T.  Berry, 
pastor  of  the  Marshfield  United 
Methodist  Church,  finding  a  need  for  a 
TRAG  while  in  Kenya  last  summer  for 
the  World  Methodist  Conference. 

Several  United  Methodist  projects  in 
various  countries  are  requesting  dona¬ 
tions  for  TRAGs  through  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Advance  Specials. 

Although  most  TRAGs  have  been 
made  in  Marshfield— in  Mr.  Miner’s  ga¬ 
rage  until  recently— the  facility  there  is 
not  truly  for  a  production  operation. 


“We  do  pilot  production  here  and  re¬ 
search  and  development,”  Mr.  Miner  ex¬ 
plains. 

The  main  goal,  he  said,  is  to  develop 
machines  and  systems  that  will  work  in 
Third  World  nations. 

That’s  why  he  is  most  excited  about 
the  request  to  start  a  factory  in  Israel 
and  in  the  South  Pacific  island  of  Tonga. 
The  king  of  Tonga,  a  United  Methodist, 
made  the  request  for  his  country. 

Factory  operates  in  Peru 

A  TRAG  factory  continues  to  operate 
in  Peru,  but  the  one  in  Zimbabwe  had  to 
shut  down  after  producing  more  than  40 
TRAGs  because  of  that  country’s  govern¬ 
mental  policies,  Mr.  Miner  said. 

The  TRAG-plant  tour  passed  several 
vehicles  under  construction  atop  the 
framework  of  hospital  beds. 

“We  had  some  hospital  beds  donated  to 
us,”  Mr.  Miner  said.  “We  took  the  beds 
off  and  found  they  work  well  to  roll 
around  and  adjust  the  height”  [for  as¬ 


sembly  worker  comfort). 

Something  else  reminded  Mr.  Miner 
about  a  venture  of  one  of  his  contacts 
into  the  Armenian  part  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  Armenians  are  trying  to  arrange 
to  start  a  TRAG  factory  there,  he  said. 

Cutting  through  East- West  political 
barriers  to  do  such  a  thing  wasn’t  easy 
but  has  been  done,  he  said. 

“We  just  sent  four  TRAGs  to  the  Habi¬ 
tat  for  Humanity  housing  project  in  Nic¬ 
aragua,”  Mr.  Miner  said.  “There’s  a  U.S. 
embargo  against  goods  going  to  Nicara¬ 
gua,  but  Jimmy  Carter  intervened  for  us 
with  the  State  Department.” 

Mr.  Miner  became  particularly  ani¬ 
mated  after  climbing  stairs  to  the  second- 
floor  loft  where  construction  is  underway 
on  the  cargo  section  for  what  will  be  the 
first  Flying  TRAG  (see  story  above). 

"Christianity  should  be  a  great  adven¬ 
ture,”  he  said.  “Too  often  in  our  church, 
that  sense  of  adventure  is  missing.” 

—ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Chicago-area  churches  gird  for  racism  combat 


RENEWAL  NOW! 


43rd  Annual  Ministers’  Conference  Feb  3-5 


Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke,  author  of  And  Are  We  Yet 
Alive?  shares  practical,  biblical,  hope-building  con¬ 
cepts  and  methods  for  personal  and  church  renewal. 

Dr.  John  Ed  Mathison,  pastor  of  United  Methodism’s 
fastest  growing  church,  reveals  ways  to  empower  your 
leadership  and  sharpen  evangelism  tools  for  church 
growth. 

Plus:  Asbury  professors  resource  pre-and  post-con¬ 
ference  seminars.  Earn  up  to  3  CEUs. 


Asbury 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  J 
WILMORE.  KY  40390-  1199 


CALL  TOLL  FREE 
1  800  2-ASBURY 
(606)  858-3581 


WRITE  OR  CALL  NOW-ENROLLMENTS  IN 
SOME  SESSIONS  MAY  BE  LIMITED! 


Send  me  Information  about  these  session*: 

□  Feb  3-5  Ministers'  Conference 

O  1 1 v  13-16  Summer  Theolo|lcal  Institute 

□  Aug  24-26  Youth  Ministry  Institute 
O  Oct  14-16  Church  Music  Workshop 

I  may  be  Interested  in  earning  CEUs  □  Yet  O  No 


By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

In  a  reversal  of  the  civil-rights  “free¬ 
dom  rides”  of  the  ’60s,  buses  are  to  be 
loading  soon  in  the  South  and  heading  to 
the  North  to  fight  racism. 

Christian  “freedom  riders”  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  leave  Alabama,  Mississippi  and 
Georgia  and  travel  to  Chicago  for  the 
Feb.  24  mayoral  primary  election,  the 
Reporter  was  told  last  week. 

Harold  Washington,  the  city’s  first 
black  mayor,  is  standing  for  reelection. 

Several  Chicago-area  religious  leaders 
have  invited  the  freedom  riders  to  help 
combat  racism  during  the  mayoral  cam¬ 
paign,  said  the  Rev.  Joe  Agne  of  United 
Methodism’s  Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference  staff. 

Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt  (Chicago  Area) 
said,  “Chicago  has  been  a  very  racist 
area,”  but  the  situation  has  been  aggra¬ 
vated  further  as  the  balance  of  power 
has  shifted  from  white  European  ethnic 
groups  to  blacks  and  Hispanics. 

“There  now  is  about  an  equal  split  be¬ 
tween  the  two  groups  on  the  city  council. 
They  vote  along  racial  lines.  For  the  first 
time,  though,  a  black  mayor  with  non¬ 
white  council  members  are  able  to  wield 
power,”  he  said. 

Apart  from  the  freedom  rides,  several 
efforts  to  reduce  racial  tension  during 
the  elections  are  being  undertaken  by 
Chicago-area  ecumenical  organizations, 
Bishop  DeWitt  said.  United  Methodists 
are  providing  financial  and  personnel  re¬ 
sources,  he  said. 

Racism  mars  ’83  election 

Mr.  Agne  said  racism  severely  marred 
the  1983  campaign  that  led  to  Mayor 
Washington’s  election. 

He  is  being  challenged  by  several 
white  candidates  this  time. 

Undercover  work  by  anti-racist  groups 
has  discovered  that  national  racist  orga¬ 
nizations  have  targeted  Chicago  to  “ex¬ 
ploit  racial  tensions  during  the 
elections,”  Mr.  Agne  said. 

He  said  he  is  among  several  Chicago 
religious  leaders  who  have  formed  the 
Coalition  for  a  Just  Chicago  to  help  peo¬ 
ple  know  that  Chicago’s  racism  is  a  na¬ 
tional  issue.  The  group  is  being  helped  by 
an  agency  of  the  National  Council  of 


Churches  and  is  coordinating  the  reverse 
freedom  rides. 

The  Rev.  Ben  Chavis  of  New  York 
City,  longtime  activist,  is  serving  as  the 
coalition’s  director  until  the  April  7  gen¬ 
eral  election. 

Mr.  Chavis,  head  of  the  United  Church 
of  Christ’s  Commission  for  Racial  Jus¬ 
tice,  said  he  had  moved  some  of  his  key 
staff  members  to  Chicago. 

He  said  the  Chicago  election  is  impor¬ 
tant  for  the  whole  nation.  “As  Chicago 
goes,  so  goes  the  nation,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Chavis  said  he  revived  the  old 
freedom-ride  technique  last  year  when 
around  100  people  from  12  northern 
states  rode  buses  to  help  with  voter  reg¬ 
istration  among  Alabama  blacks. 

“It  was  very  successful,”  he  said. 
“We’ve  never  gone  from  the  South  to  the 
North.  I  sense  much  more  enthusiasm 
for  this  even  than  last  year.  It’ll  be  like 
the  old  freedom  rides.  We’ll  stop  in  com¬ 
munities  along  the  way,  hold  rallies  and 


build  momentum. 

“We’re  coming  to  build  justice  and 
freedom  two  weeks  before  the  primary 
election  to  mobilize  voters.  We’re  going 
to  ensure  that  blacks,  Hispanics  and  pro¬ 
gressive  whites  aren’t  intimidated  by  the 
racists.” 

Mr.  Chavis  said  the  freedom  riders 
won’t  work  specifically  in  Mr.  Washing¬ 
ton’s  campaign  for  reelection.  But  he 
said  he  feels  the  black  mayor  will  get 
“derivative  benefit”  from  any  efforts  for 
justice  and  freedom  because  he  offers 
the  best  leadership  in  those  qualities. 

Church  leaders  send  letter 

Bishop  DeWitt  and  many  other  Chicago- 
area  religious  leaders  are  working  in  ways 
less  likely  to  seem  to  favor  a  candidate. 

Bishop  DeWitt  is  sending  a  letter  draft¬ 
ed  by  the  Chicago  Council  of  Religious 
Leaders  to  all  Chicago  United  Methodist 
congregations  and  is  asking  that  it  be 
read  Jan.  25. 


Leaders  of  some  30  religious  bodies  are 
making  similar  appeals  among  their  peo¬ 
ple. 

The  letter  asks  that  Chicagoans  “judge 
candidates  by  their  records  and  experi¬ 
ence  and  by  their  positions  on  the  many 
serious  and  crucial  problems  that  face 
our  great  city  rather  than  by  their  race.” 

It  says  candidates  should  be  judged  on 
how  they  would  act  on  the  issues  of  unem¬ 
ployment,  hunger,  education,  health, 
housing  and  homelessness. 

The  religious  leaders’  traditions,  the 
letter  says,  declare  that  God  makes  no  ra¬ 
cial  distinctions. 

“No  person  should  receive  our  vote  be¬ 
cause  of  the  color  of  his  or  her  skin,”  it 
says. 

Carolyn  Oehler,  director  of  the  North¬ 
ern  Illinois  conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  and  a  member  of  the  Chicago 
Council  of  Religious  Leaders  executive 
committee,  said  the  group  is  trying  to  be 
“scrupulously  non-partisan.” 


UM  school  head  denies  uproar  over  gift 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

The  president  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  American  University  in  Washing¬ 
ton  has  denied  a  nationally  circulated 
report  of  controversy  over  the  naming  of 
the  school’s  new  sports  arena  for  a  per¬ 
son  implicated  in  the  Iran-contra  arms 
scandal  (see  related  editorial  on  Page  2). 

The  report,  which  first  appeared  in  the 
Jan.  11  “Washington  Post”  and  then  was 
circulated  nationally  by  the  Associated 
Press,  stated  that  “some  American  Uni¬ 
versity  students  and  faculty  are  up  in 
arms  about  the  naming  of  new  sports 
arena  for  international  financier  and 
weapons  dealer  Adnan  Khashoggi,  who 
pledged  $5  million  to  the  project.” 

Mr.  Khashoggi,  a  native  of  Saudi  Ara¬ 
bia  and  the  focus  of  a  recent  “Time” 
magazine  cover  story,  is  thought  by 
some  to  be  the  world’s  richest  man. 

University  President  Richard  Berend- 
zen  told  the  Reporter  that  “if  people  are 
‘up  in  arms,’  we  don’t  know  about  it.  The 
total  student  outpouring  has  been  zero— 
no  letters,  no  telephone  calls,  nothing  ex¬ 
cept  for  an  anonymous  call  in  December.” 


Dr.  Berendzen  said  the  story  was  “in¬ 
vented  by  someone  at  the  ‘Washington 
Post.’  ’’  He  said  a  reporter  initially 
called  him  to  confirm  a  rumor  that  Mr. 
Khashoggi  was  behind  on  his  pledge  to 
the  building  fund. 

Finding  that  to  be  untrue,  the  reporter 
“pulled  out  a  line  from  the  only  negative 
response  to  an  editorial  in  the  school 
newspaper  that  supported  the  Khashoggi 
contribution,”  Dr.  Berendzen  said. 

A  student  wrote  that  “it’s  a  shame  that 
this  school  doesn’t  even  have  peace  stud¬ 
ies,  but  it  will  have  a  sports  center 
named  after  an  arms  dealer  ...  I  call  it 
blood  money.” 

Dr.  Berendzen  said  he  approached  the 
financier  in  1984  for  a  contribution  to  the 
school’s  scholarship  fund,  subsequently 
granted  with  no  strings  attached.  That 
was  followed  by  a  request  for  a  “lead  do¬ 
nation”  toward  a  $14  million  sports  and 
convocation  arena  scheduled  for  comple¬ 
tion  in  December. 

When  Mr.  Khashoggi  agreed  to  give  $5 
million,  university  trustees  voted  unani¬ 
mously  to  name  the  new  arena  after 
him,  Dr.  Berendzen  said. 


Dr.  Berendzen  acknowledged  that 
there  might  be  further  debate  about  the 
matter  when  spring  semester  classes  be¬ 
gin.  But  he  asked  rhetorically,  “What 
would  be  the  justification  for  not  accept¬ 
ing  the  funds  or  naming  the  building  af¬ 
ter  Mr.  Khashoggi?  That  he’s 
controversial?  Is  that  the  criterion? 

“Mr.  Khashoggi  has  not  denied  his  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  Iran  arms  deal,  but  nei¬ 
ther  has  anyone  charged  him  with  doing 
something  illegal.” 

Dr.  Berendzen  said  that  objection  to 
the  Khashoggi  donation  is  “a  little  naive. 
The  history  of  philanthropy  is  filled  with 
controversy  and  controversial  people.” 

“Methodists  even  named  a  highly  re¬ 
garded  university  after  one  of  the  so- 
called  ‘robber  barons,’  Commodore 
Vanderbilt.” 

American  University  was  founded  by 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1893 
and  is  one  of  three  colleges  and  universi¬ 
ties  included  in  a  special  denominational 
fund  for  higher  education. 

"We  have  good  ties  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  we’re  proud  of 
those  ties,”  Dr.  Berendzen  said. 
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Religion  in  America: 
what  does  it  mean? 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 
Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— After  more  than  200 
years  of  pursuing  religious  freedom  as  a 
people,  Americans  are  more  divided 
than  ever  over  what  it  means  to  be  reli¬ 
gious  in  America,  a  specialist  in  contem¬ 
porary  religious  movements  says  in  a 
new  Book. 

“As  religion  has  gone  public,  it  has 
created  deepening  hostility  and  partisan¬ 
ship  among  us,”  Dr.  Erling  Jorstad 
writes  in  “Being  Religious  in  America,” 
published  by  Augsburg  Publishing  House. 

Dr.  Jorstad,  professor  of  history  and 
American  studies  at  St.  Olaf  College, 
Northfield,  Minn.,  explores  four  critical 
public  issues  which  he  says  “focus  on  our 
lives  in  society  rather  than  on  our  interi¬ 
or,  spiritual  ways  of  being  religious.” 
The  four  are  patriotism,  pluralism  and 
the  new  religions,  religion  and  politics 
and  public  education. 

To  most  Americans  in  the  1950s,  Dr. 
Jorstad  writes,  being  religious  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  meant  “endorsing  the  national  gov¬ 
ernment’s  resistance  to  communism, 
supporting  traditional  economic  values, 
being  busy  in  local  parish  life  and  advo¬ 
cating  a  gradual  approach  toward  cor¬ 
recting  the  injustices  of  social  life.” 

In  the  1960s,  he  says,  “the  understand¬ 
ing  and  expression  of  being  religious  in 
America  underwent  an  astounding  trans¬ 
formation”  as  proponents  of  reform 
“used  confrontational  agitation  rather 
than  consensus  building  as  their  mode  of 
reform.” 

In  the  1970s,  the  author  says,  Ameri¬ 
cans  started  to  fragment,  to  “Balkanize” 
into  small  special  interest  groups,  to  re- 
tribalize  around  what  people  considered 
non-negotiable. 

Today,  in  the  mid-1980s,  Dr.  Jorstad 
writes,  Americans  are  bitterly  divided 
over  whether  their  freedom  depends  on 
the  United  States’  being  a  Christian  na¬ 
tion.  He  suggests  the  current  revival  of 
patriotism  has  brought  an  overlap  be¬ 
tween  nationalist  and  church  rites  and 
symbols. 

The  crisis  over  religious  pluralism,  Dr. 
Jorstad  says,  has  to  do  with  how  far 
Americans  are  willing  to  protect  it.  He 
cites  what  he  describes  as  the  “harass¬ 
ment”  which  the  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon 
and  his  Unification  Church  felt  was  be¬ 
ing  directed  at  them  by  the  Internal  Rev¬ 
enue  Service,  which  resulted  in  Mr. 
Moon’s  imprisonment  for  18  months. 

Involvement  of  churches  in  public  pol¬ 
icy  making  is  another  area  of  current 
crisis,  the  author  says.  This  has  become 
controversial,  he  writes,  partly  because 


"the  new  Christian  Right  is  often  polemi¬ 
cal,  argumentative  and  judgmental  to¬ 
ward  those  who  see  the  relation  between 
religion  and  politics  in  a  light  different 
from  theirs.” 

It  also  is  controversial,  he  says,  be¬ 
cause  "President  Reagan  changed  the 
traditionally  non-sectarian  approach  of 
American  presidents  regarding  theologi¬ 
cal  judgments  about  American  public 
life.” 

The  crisis  involving  religion  and  the 
public  schools  has  at  least  four  areas  of 
warfare  in  the  mid-1980s.  Dr.  Jorstad 
says,  listing  them  as  voluntary  school 
prayer,  equal  access,  creationism,  and 
moment-of-silence  laws.  All  contain  a 
“freedom  for”  and  “freedom  from”  ar¬ 
gument,  he  points  out. 

“Being  Religious  in  America”  is  Dr. 
Jorstad’s  eighth  book.  His  next  volume, 
"Religion  and  Politics— The  Ameriqan 
Ways:  The  New  Christian  Right,”  will  be 
published  in  the  spring. 


Chuch  fire  blamed  on  heater  in  piano 

LONE  STAR,  Texas— The  Rev.  Joe  Mason,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lone  Star,  surveys  de¬ 
struction  from  a  recent  fire.  Losses  are  expected  to  exceed  $250,000.  Officials  said  the  fire  apparently  started  in  a 
strip  heater  in  the  sanctuary  piano.  Despite  a  30  percent  unemployment  rate  in  the  community  caused  by  slow¬ 
downs  in  oil-related  industries,  the  church  plans  to  rebuild  as  soon  as  possible,  the  pastor  said. 


the  church  today 


Surgeon  General  Koop  speaks 
about  AIDS  on  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’ 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— The  U.S.  sur¬ 
geon  general,  in  an  interview  for  “Catch  for 
Spirit,"  the  United  Methodist  cable  televi¬ 
sion  show,  has  warned  that  failure  by  par¬ 
ents,  schools  and  churches  to  provide  sex 
education  for  the  nation’s  children  will  be 
hazardous  to  their  health. 

C.  Everett  Koop,  the  nation’s  chief 
public  health  officer,  spoke  Jan.  6  with 
Hilly  Hicks,  co-host  of  the  weekly  half- 
hour  program  produced  by  United 
Methodist  Communications,  about  AIDS, 
the  disease  that  has  claimed  the  lives  of 
16,000  Americans. 

An  active  Presbyterian  layman,  Dr. 
Koop  will  appear  on  segments  of  “Catch 
the  Spirit”  to  air  Feb.  21-22  and  Feb.  28- 
March  1.  Moral  and  health  implications 
of  AIDS  will  be  the  theme  of  both  shows. 

UM  minister’s  attorney  says 
FBI  wants  ‘big  fish’  example 
Compiled  from  news  reports 

NEW  YORK — The  conviction  of  the 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Grady,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  charged  with  child 
molestation,  has  been  appealed  to  the 
highest  court  in  New  York  State,  Mr. 
Grady’s  lawyer  told  a  news  conference 
in  New  York  Jan.  12. 

Attorney  Michael  Sussman  said  his  cli¬ 


ent  was  prosecuted  because  the  FBI 
wanted  a  “big  fish”  to  demonstrate  the 
Reagan  administration’s  commitment  to 
vigorous  prosecution  of  such  cases. 

Mr.  Grady  began  serving  a  15-45  year 
prison  term  May  2,  1986.  He  has 
preached  in  the  prison  chapel  several 
times  and  is  leading  the  choir. 

Public  pressure  is  necessary,  said  Mr. 
Sussman,  to  get  the  Bronx  County  dis¬ 
trict  attorney  to  acknowledge  publicly 
what  he  said  privately,  that  evidence 
was  weak  and  the  conviction  was  subject 
to  doubt. 

UM  community  program  cited 
for  teen  pregnancy  prevention 

PHOENIX,  Ariz.— Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church’s  black  community  de¬ 
velopers  program  recently  received  a  ci¬ 
tation  of  merit  from  Arizona  Gov.  Bruce 
Babbit. 

The  award  cited  the  program’s  efforts 
to  combat  teenage  pregnancy. 

Pages,  marshals  being  sought 
for  1988  General  Conference 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS)— United  Method¬ 
ists  wanting  to  serve  as  pages  and  mar¬ 
shals  at  the  1988  session  of  their  church’s 
top  legislative  assembly  in  St.  Louis  have 
been  invited  to  submit  applications. 

Both  clergy  and  lay  persons  are  eligi¬ 


ble,  according  to  the  Rev.  F.  Rossing 
Smith,  who  chairs  the  program  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Commission  on  the  General 
Conference. 

Dr.  Smith  said  about  150  volunteers 
will  be  chosen.  Pages  and  marshals 
serve  at  their  own  expense,  but  an  offer¬ 
ing  is  taken  during  the  conference  to  de¬ 
fray  part  of  their  costs. 

Applications  should  be  sent  to  Dr. 
Smith  at  705  N.E.  Vanda  Terado,  Jensen 
Beach,  FL  33457.  Persons  selected  will 
be  notified  near  the  end  of  1987. 

Lutherans  rename  program 
following  legal  challenge 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  American 
Lutheran  Church  (ALC)  has  reached  an 
out-of-court  settlement  with  a  Virginia- 
based  firm  that  challenged  the  name  of  a 
puppet  program  used  by  the  church  to 
teach  children  about  disabilities. 

“Kids  on  the  Block,”  which  also  pro¬ 
duces  puppet  programs  to  educate  chil¬ 
dren  about  disabilities,  sued  the 
Minneapolis-based  ALC  in  May  1985,  al¬ 
leging  that  the  church’s  puppet  program 
constituted  infringements  on  its  copy¬ 
right  and  trademarks.  In  response,  ALC 
lawyers  asserted  that  the  church’s  pro¬ 
gram  was  “very  different,”  both  in  its 
puppets  and  accompanying  scripts. 

To  avoid  any  confusion  with  the  “Kids 
on  the  Block”  program,  the  name  of  the 


Family’s  pottery  designs  benefit  church 


By  PEGGY  MOSS  FIELDING 
SAPULPA,  Okla.— Almost  every  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church  has  a  cross  near  the 
altar,  but  only  one  church — First  United 


Methodist  Church  in  Sapulpa— has  a  10- 
foot  “harvest  gold”  pottery  cross. 

“Harvest  gold”  is  the  trade  color  of 
the  well-known  line  of  Frankoma  Pot¬ 


tery.  That  line  of  clay  products  has  been 
produced  and  distributed  nationally  from 
Sapulpa  for  49  years. 

The  pottery  name  comes  from  the 
company’s  founder,  John  Frank,  and  the 
name  of  the  state— Oklahoma.  Family 
members  remain  active  at  First  UMC. 

Mr.  Frank  designed  the  cross  for  the 
church  in  1969.  The  mold  was  destroyed 
soon  afterwards,  said  the  church’s  cur¬ 
rent  pastor,  the  Rev.  Cornell  Ghormley. 

“As  far  as  I  know,  our  church  is  the 
only  church  in  the  world  with  such  a 
cross,”  Mr.  Ghormley  said. 

Mr.  Frank,  a  lay  leader  who  died  in 
1973,  was  also  reportedly  the  first  potter 
in  the  United  States  to  produce  a  limited- 
edition  Christmas  plate. 

His  family-owned  business  still  pro¬ 
duces  the  annual  collectibles  in  addition 
to  1  million  other  pieces  of  pottery  in  its 
79,000-square-foot  factory  five  miles 
west  of  Tulsa. 

“In  1965  Dad  told  us  he  was  going  to 
design  the  first  of  a  series  of  yearly 
Christmas  plates,  plates  that  would  al¬ 
ways  display  the  religious  aspect  of  the 
holiday,”  said  daughter  Joneice  Frank 
Nelson,  now  president  and  owner  of  the 
giant  pottery  plant. 

Dozens  of  other  companies  have  since 
produced  annual  Christmas  plates,  she 
said,  but  only  Frankoma  Pottery  has 
consistently  produced  the  limited  edition 
plates  with  a  religious  theme. 

“Dad  would  never  hear  of  using  winter 
scenes  or  Santa  Claus,  and  we’ve  stuck 
with  that,”  she  said. 

Frankoma  produces  a  heavy-duty  pot¬ 
tery.  It  comes  in  375  different  designs  of 


dinnerware,  artware  and  sculptured 
products.  Marketed  mainly  through  gift 
shops  and  florists,  the  pottery  can  be  or¬ 
dered  in  12  colors.  But  the  company  built 
its  reputation  on  its  “prairie  green”  and 
"desert  gold”  products,  Mrs.  Nelson  said. 

Frankoma  also  claims  to  be  the  only 
pottery  produced  entirely  “in  house,”  she 
said.  Clay  for  the  pottery  is  dug  from  the 
ground  “in  the  middle  of  Sapulpa,”  and 
all  12  colors  of  dye  are  made  on  the  plant 
premises. 

Kovel’s  Antiques,  Collectibles  and 
Warman’s  Antiques,  authoritative  books 
on  antiques,  list  the  value  of  the  1965 
Frankoma  Christmas  plate,  “Good  Will 
Toward  Men,”  between  $185-250. 

The  1967  plate,  “Gift  for  the  Christ 
Child,”  Mr.  Frank’s  favorite  piece,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  daughter,  is  valued  at 
$100. 

His  1970  Christmas  plate,  “King  of 
Kings”  was  thought  to  be  a  reflection  of 
his  own  struggle  at  the  time  with  cancer. 
Mrs.  Nelson  said  the  child’s  face  on  the 
plate  is  modeled  after  her  father’s  face, 
and  the  baby’s  right  hand  makes  a  two- 
fingered  gesture  typical  of  her  father. 

Mr.  Frank’s  widow,  now  remarried, 
and  Mrs.  Nelson  are  still  members  of 
First  UMC,  where  Mr.  Frank  taught  Sun¬ 
day  school  after  joining  the  church  in 
1938. 

Mrs.  Nelson  said  her  father’s  faith  sus¬ 
tained  him  through  a  fire  that  destroyed 
the  plant  in  1938  and  through  a  long  bout 
with  cancer  that  took  his  life  in  1973. 

Ms.  Fielding  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Tulsa,  Okla. 


ALC  puppet  program  will  become  “Good 
News  Gang.” 

Parish  sues  Episcopal  diocese 
in  property  dispute 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— A  parish  that  has 
quit  the  Episcopal  Church  has  filed  suit 
against  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  seeking  a  court  order  upholding 
its  claim  to  the  disputed  church  building 
and  grounds  it  occupies. 

The  suit,  filed  in  Superior  Court  in 
Hartford,  is  the  latest  development  in  a 
dispute  that  split  the  membership  of 
Trinity-St.  Michael’s  Episcopal  Church 
in  Fairfield. 

A  group  of  members  incorporated  as 
Trinity-St.  Michael’s,  Inc.  voted  several 
months  ago  to  withdraw  from  the  dio¬ 
cese  and  join  the  Diocese  of  Christ  the 
King— a  splinter  body  formed  by  dissent¬ 
ers  who  left  the  Episcopal  Church  after 
the  3-million-member  denomination  re¬ 
vised  its  prayerbook  and  approved  wom¬ 
en’s  ordination  in  1976. 

Hymnal  consultants  to  lead 
workshop  on  spirituals 

DALLAS,  Texas— Dr.  William  Farley 
Smith  of  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  York  City  will  help  lead  a 
workshop  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Jan.  30-31  on  “Singing  and  Understand¬ 
ing  the  Spiritual.” 

Dr.  Smith,  a  consultant  to  the  Hymnal 
Revision  Committee,  is  “reconstructing” 
all  70  spirituals  proposed  for  inclusion  in 
the  new  United  Methodist  hymnal. 

Also  featured  at  the  workshop  will  be 
another  consultant  to  the  hymnal  com¬ 
mittee,  Dr.  William  C.  McClain  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Theological  Seminary  in  Washington. 

Clergywomen  named  editors 
at  Curriculum  Resources 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Two  United 
Methodist  clergywomen  have  been 
named  editors  on  the  staff  of  the  Curric¬ 
ulum  Resources  Committee,  officials  an¬ 
nounced  Jan.  5. 

The  Rev.  Carmen  M.  Gaud,  formerly 
pastor  of  Cristo  Rey  United  Methodist 
Church,  Kennet  Square,  Pa.,  will  edit 
“Lecciones  Cristianas”  student  and 
teacher  books  as  well  as  other  Spanish 
and  English  language  resources. 

The  Rev.  Janice  L.  Frederick,  former 
pastor  of  the  North  Charge  in  the  Oran¬ 
geburg,  (S.C.)  District,  comes  to  the  de¬ 
partment  of  children’s  publications  as 
editor  of  resources  for  ages  3-4. 

Ms.  magazine  honors  11-year-old 
as  a  ‘Woman  of  the  Year’ 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— An  11 -year-old 
girl  who  was  named  one  of  13  “Women  of 
the  Year”  by  “Ms.”  magazine  said  in  her 
acceptance  speech  she  was  grateful  to 
her  priest  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  for  helping  her  to  “understand 
what  oppression  is.” 

Sara  Beth  Eason  received  the  honor 
Jan.  12  for  refusing  to  stay  silent,  about 
her  pro-choice  views  in  the  face  of  public 
pressure  and  threats.  She  was  expelled 
from  her  Catholic  school  in  Toledo,  Ohio, 
last  year  for  signing  a  pro-choice  news¬ 
paper  ad. 


SAPULPA,  Okla.— Grace  Lee  Frank  Smith  looks  at  the  cross  designed 
and  fired  by  her  late  husband,  John  Frank,  for  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Sapulpa.  photo  bv  Jeffrey  lewis 


Churches  alerted  to  health-care  ‘battle’ 


ELYRIA,  Ohio  (UMR)— Churches  had 
better  start  thinking  about  treating 
nurses  and  others  in  their  health-care  in¬ 
stitutions  in  a  better  way,  a  national  la¬ 
bor  relations  consultant  says. 

Health-care  facilities  will  be  the  na¬ 
tion’s  next  battleground  in  labor  rela¬ 
tions,  Wayne  T.  Alderson  said  at  a  recent 
two-day  seminar. 

And  that  has  major  implications  for 
denominations,  such  as  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  which  own  large  num¬ 
bers  of  such  facilities,  he  said. 

Mr.  Alderson,  a  former  steel  company 
executive  who  has  a  multi-industry  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  labor  relations  consultant, 
spoke  at  a  seminar  at  the  Elyria  United 
Methodist  Home.  The  home  is  related  to 
the  East  Ohio  Annual  Conference. 

He  said  disregard  of  perceived  needs 
of  teachers  is  what  created  intense  labor 
problems  in  the  ’70s  and  '80s  for  educa¬ 
tional  institutions.  The  same  problems 
are  confronting  health  facilities,  he  said. 

“We  are  burning  out  nurses  and  throw¬ 
ing  them  away,”  Mr.  Alderson  said.  “We 
are  forcing  them  into  unions.” 

He  said  he  hoped  church-related 
health-care  institutions  would  become 
"creative,  innovative  and  God-centered, 


Wayne  T.  Alderson 

providing  a  model  for  others.” 

Mr.  Alderson  said  his  management  and 
union  experiences  had  made  him  a  Chris¬ 
tian  idealist  and  “a  born-again  capitalist.” 
“I  believe  in  profits  and  return,”  he 


said.  "Those  are  holy  words.” 

He  commended  the  Elyria  home  for 
being  involved  in  prevention  “in  a  cre¬ 
ative  way.” 

He  told  the  two-day  seminar  that  the 
church  could  and  should  hold  its  mem¬ 
bers  accountable  for  placing  people  first 
and  economics  second  in  the  workplace. 

The  church,  he  said,  must  speak  of 
love,  not  hate,  and  of  reconciliation,  not 
of  confrontation  in  the  marketplace. 

The  Elyria  retirement  home  recog¬ 
nizes  two  unions  as  bargaining  agents  for 
some  of  its  employees.  Unions  represent 
dietary,  maintenance  and  housekeeping 
workers;  nurses’  assistants;  licensed 
practical  nurses;  and  ward  coordinators. 

The  home,  said  its  chief  executive, 
Roger  Tumau,  is  attempting  to  exhibit 
“a  new  way  of  doing  business  with  labor 
and  management.” 

"This  may  be  as  appropriate  a  role  for 
ministry  as  anything,”  he  said  about  the 
seminar. 

Elyria  home  employees  were  invited  to 
the  seminar  along  with  labor  and  man¬ 
agement  leaders  from  the  community. 

This  article  was  adapted  from  a  report 
by  Sandy  Rider  in  the  East  Ohio  confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  the  Reporter. 
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Junior  high 
youth  value 
sex  education 

From  Religious  News  Service 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.— Junior  high  stu¬ 
dents,  after  experiencing  a  value-based 
sex-education  program,  generally  agree 
that  they  are  too  young  and  vulnerable 
for  sexual  activity,  one  research  project 
has  found. 

“Human  Sexuality:  Values  and 
Choices,”  a  sex-education  program  de¬ 
veloped  primarily  by  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest,  stresses  seven  values:  equality, 
honesty,  respect,  responsibility,  promise- 
keeping,  social  justice  and  self-control. 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Forliti,  who  has  had 
a  major  role  in  developing  four  national 
sex-education  programs,  said  the  prima¬ 
ry  goal  was  to  get  across  values  that  sup¬ 
port  positive  human  relationships. 

Value-based  abstinence  needed 

The  priest,  vice  president  for  student 
affairs  at  the  College  of  St.  Thomas  in  St. 
Paul,  maintains  that  a  curriculum  for 
public-school  youth  and  their  parents 
should  include  a  “values-based,  absti¬ 
nence  approach  to  sex  education.” 

“Our  kids  today  are  living  in  a  sex-sat¬ 
urated  society  and  getting  all  kinds  of 
pressures  from  the  media  and  their 
peers,”  Father  Forliti  said. 

“We  need  to  recognize  that  kids  are 
young  and  very  vulnerable  in  a  sexual 
relationship,  that  a  sexual  relationship 
requires  maturity  and  that  premarital 
sex  is  wrong.” 

Public  schools,  Father  Forliti  said,  can 
have  values-based  sex-education  pro¬ 
grams  and  not  violate  church-state  sepa¬ 
ration.  He  defended  that  argument  for 
six  hours  under  oath  in  a  federal  court. 

The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
had  sought  to  stop  government  funding  of 
values-based  sex-education  programs  for 
public  schools  being  developed  by  a  score 
of  different  non-government  agencies. 

The  suit,  still  pending,  seeks  to  outlaw 
the  family  life  protection  act,  which  cre¬ 
ated  the  adolescent  pregnancy  office  in 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Hu¬ 
man  Services. 

Parents  have  course,  too 

Father  Forliti’s  program,  which  con¬ 
tains  no  religious  language,  has  a  course 
for  parents  in  which  they  learn  what 
their  children  will  be  taught. 

Parents  have  a  book  that  discusses  ter¬ 
minology  and  suggests  ways  to  discuss 
such  subjects  as  premarital  sex,  venere¬ 
al  disease,  teen-age  pregnancy  and  Ac¬ 
quired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome. 

The  program  was  tested  in  publjc  ju¬ 
nior  high  schools  in  San  Francisco,  Den¬ 
ver,  Detroit,  Minneapolis  and  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich. 

An  evaluation  has  found  the  program 
to  be  effective  in  communicating  a  need 
for  restraint  in  sexual  activity  among  ju¬ 
nior  high  school  youth,  said  Peter  Ben¬ 
son,  Search  president.  That  restraint  is 
important  in  preventing  teen-age  preg¬ 
nancy. 

The  program  dramatically  increases 
the  communication  between  parents  and 
their  children  about  sexuality,  he  added. 

“There  is  a  national  consensus  that  in 
the  junior  high  school  years,  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity  is  ill-advised,  but  the  battle  lines 
are  drawn  over  whether  you  can  teach 
restraint  to  kids,”  Mr.  Benson  said. 

“Everyone  who  has  seen  ‘Values’  says 
it’s  the  right  set  of  values.  It  helps  kids 
come  to  terms  with  some  basic  human 
values  we  all  respect.” 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 

Full-time:  1000  member  church  near  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Alabama  campus;  active  program. 
Send  resume: 

Forest  Lake  United  Methodist  Church 
1711  Fourth  Avenue 
Tuscaloosa,  Alabama  35401 


Or.  Charles  L.  Allen 


Invites  you  to  go  with  him  on 
a  Super  Deluxe  and  Complete  Tour 


1987 

THE  HOLY  LAND 
February  28  -  March  10 
October  10  -  20 


CHINA  AND  HONG  KONG 
April  26  May  11 


ENGLAND.  SCOTLAND,  WALES 
&  IRELAND 
June  12  -27 


RUSSIA  &SCANDANAVIA 
July  25  -  August  5 


AUSTRALIA  &  NEW  ZEALAND 
November  21  -  December  6 


For  complete  details,  phone 

(713)  439-4072 

or  write: 

Charles  L.  Allen  Tours 

Transco  Tower  8th  Floor 
P.O.  Box  1396 
Houston,  Texas  77251 
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An  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


World  Service  Paid  100% 

Conference  Payout  —  92.96% 


This  page  represents  an  honor  roll  that  is  growing.  The  number  of  100% 
churches  plus  the  special  offering  of  second  mile  giving  are  listed.  We  congrat¬ 
ulate  these  fine  churches  and  pastors. 

—  Welton  Brumfield,  President 
Conference  Council  of  Finance 
and  Administration 
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417  CHURCHES  PAY  OUT  100%  IN  1986 

A  Report  from  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 


J.  J.  Caraway,  Executive  Director  of  Financial  Affairs 


NEW  ORLEANS/SLIDELL  DISTRICT 

—  85%  of  churches 

Thirkield  UMC  Rev.  Wesley  Cyprian 

Harrys  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Wesley  Cyprian 

FUMC,  Covington  Dr.  Theo  Standley 

Fitzgerald  UMC  Rev.  Ken  Bowman 

Waldheim  UMC  Rev.  Ken  Bowman 

Centenary  UMC  Rev.  Willis  Dear 

Fisher  UMC  Rev.  Willis  Dear 

Winan  UMC  Rev.  Terrence  August 

Hayes  UMC  Rev.  Terrence  August 

Lacombe  UMC  Rev.  Kathryn  J.  Dauphin 

FUMC,  Laplace  Rev.  Richard  C.  Hebert 

Lutcher  UMC  Rev.  Riley  W.  Sanson,  Jr. 

Lutcher  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Augustine,  Jr. 
St.  Landry  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Augustine,  Jr. 

Bethany  UMC  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 

Trinity  UMC  Rev.  Mickey  D. 

Stringfield 

John  Wesley  UMC  Rev.  Mickey  D. 

Stringfield 

FUMC,  New  Orleans  Dr.  Dan  Tohline 
Gentilly  UMC  Rev.  J.  William 

Gregg,  Jr. 

Grace  UMC  Rev.  William  R. 

London,  Jr. 

Hartzell  UMC  Rev.  Harold  W.  Grant 

Laharpe  UMC  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas 

Thompson  UMC  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas 

Lake  Vista  UMC  Rev.  Donice  W.  Alverson 

Munholland  UMC  Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir 

Cornerstone  UMC  Rev.  Timothy  E.  Lawson 

Arabi  UMC  Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson 

St.  Luke  UMC  Rev.  James  O.  Evans 

St.  Marks  UMC/ 

Greater  NO  Probe  Dr.  David  Billings,  Jr. 
Felicity  UMC/ 

Greater  NO  Probe  Dr.  David  Billings,  Jr. 

St.  Philip  UMC/ 

Greater  NO  Probe  Rev.  Guy  E.  West,  Jr. 

St.  James  UMC  Rev.  Dan  Washington 

Spanish  Ministries  Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel  _ 

Pearl  River  UMC  Rev.  Ronald  Dauphin 

Talisheek  UMC  Rev.  Ronald  Dauphin 

FUMC,  Ponchatoula  Rev.  William  E.  Eubanks 

Lees  Landing  UMC  Rev.  William  E.  Eubanks 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Edwin  J.  Barksdale 

St.  Timothy  On  N/ShoreRev.  M.  Eugene  Finnell 
Aldersgate  UMC  Rev.  Wiliam  D.  Peeples 

FUMC,  Slidell  Rev.  Edward  O.  Pickens 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Randall  E. 

Campbell 

FUMC,  Springfield  Rev.  R.  Laney  Kuhn 
Huffs  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  R.  Laney  Kuhn 
Maurepas  UMC  Rev.  R.  Laney  Kuhn 

Ninde  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Louis  A.  Smith 
Sun  UMC  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 

Bush  UMC  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 

Wesley  Ray  UMC  Rev.  Robert  N.  Brown 
Live  Oak  UMC  Rev.  Robert  N.  Brown 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

—  84%  of  churches 

Benton  UMC  Rev.  Miles  Holladay 

Blanchard  UMC  Rev.  M.  C.  Cady 

Bossier  City  UMC  Dr.  John  M.  Lee 
Coushatta  UMC  Rev.  J.  Thomas  Logan 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  J.  Thomas  Logan 
Crossroads  UMC  Rev.  Donald  Johnson 

Fairview  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Player 

McDonald  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Player 

New  Light  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Player 

Bethany  UMC  Rev.  John  Lavo 

Ida  UMC  Rev.  Robert  E.  Carter 

Hosston  UMC  Rev.  Paul  Reger 

Gilliam  UMC  Rev.  Paul  Reger 

Belcher  UMC  Rev.  Paul  Reger 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Dan  Simon 

Pleasant  Valley  UMC  Rev.  Dan  Simon 
Bonchest  UMC  Rev.  Dan  Simon 

Keatchie  UMC  Rev.  Jarrell  Morgan 

Shiloh  UMC  Rev.  Jarrell  Morgan 

Logansport  UMC  Rev.  Rupert  Coles 

Bethel  UMC  Rev.  Rupert  Coles 

Rosa  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Tippin 

James  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Tippin 

Bradford  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Tippin 

Pilgrims  Rest  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Tippin 

Longstreet  UMC  Dr.  Robert  Ed  Taylor 

Stonewall  UMC  Dr.  Robert  Ed  Taylor 

Love  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Charles  B.  Roper 

Haughton  UMC  Rev.  Charles  B.  Roper 

Mansfield  UMC  Rev.  Robert  Galatas 

Grand  Cane  UMC  Rev.  Robert  Galatas 

Wesley  UMC  Rev.  George  L.  Thomas 

Shady  Grove  UMC  Rev.  George  L.  Thomas 

Bayou  Scie  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Coppage 

Oil  City  UMC  Rev.  George  B,. 

Cunningham 

Plain  Dealing  UMC  Rev.  L.  Patterson 
Culligan 

Mangum  UMC  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones 

Morningside  UMC  Rev.  James  E.  Constable 
Noel  Memorial  UMC  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons 
No.  Highland  UMC  Rev.  John  Scarf 
Ellerbe  Road  UMC  Dr.  Benedict  Galloway 
Keithville  UMC  Rev.  Garland  Dean 

St.  James  UMC  Rev.  James  Graham 

Round  Grove  UMC  Rev.  James  Graham 

St.  Lukes  UMC  Rev.  Donald  K.  McDowell 

St.  Paul  UMC  Rev.  Nathan  Daniels  Jr. 

Summer  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Donald  C.  Cottrill 

Mitchell  UMC  Rev.  Dorothy  M. 

McGowen 

Pelican  UMC  Rev.  Dorothy  M. 

McGowen 

Vivian  UMC  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 

Rodessa  UMC  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 

Zwolle  UMC  Rev.  Mel  Zerger 


Converse  UMC  Rev.  Mel  Zerger 

Noble  UMC  Rev.  Mel  Zerger 

Haskins  UMC  Rev.  Mel  Zerger 

Cedar  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Marie  P.  Williams 

Wynn  UMC  Rev.  Marie  P.  Williams 

Christ  UMC  Rev.  C.  Gerald 

Richardson 

Fairfield  UMC  Rev.  Willie  Jackson 

Jewella  UMC  Rev.  Willie  Jackson 

FUMC,  Shreveport  Dr.  John  Fellers 

Johnson  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Levi  Moore 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Levi  Moore 

Lakeview  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  Cain 

BATON  ROUGE/LAFAYETTE 
DISTRICT  —  77  %  of  churches 
Abbeville  UMC  Rev.  John  Ed  Dilworth 

Pecan  Island  UMC  Rev.  John  Ed  Dilworth 
Camphor  UMC  Dr.  Moses  T.  Jackson 

FUMC,  Baton  Rouge  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain 
Neely  UMC  Rev.  Don  R.  Avery 

Hartzell  UMC  Rev.  Don  R.  Avery 

St.  Mark  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  Fisher 

Asbury  UMC  Rev.  Major  M.  Goldman 

Trinity  UMC  Rev.  Major  M.  Goldman 

FUMC,  Franklin  Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 

McGowan  UMC  Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 

Grand  River  UMC  Rev.  Darryl  Tate 

FUMC,  Donaldsonville  Rev.  Darryl  Tate 
Kaplan  UMC  Rev.  Gary  F.  Van  Horn 

St.  Paul  UMC  Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond 

Fitzgerald,  Verdunville  Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond 
St.  Peter  UMC  Rev.  John  Sadler 

Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette  Dr.  Ray  Branton 
Davidson 

Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Allen  Wayne  Evans 
Lydia  UMC  Rev.  Allen  Wayne  Evans 

FUMC,  Fayette  Rev.  Ira  M.  Robinson 

Mallalieu  UMC  Rev.  Howard  Milo 

St.  James  UMC  Rev.  Howard  Milo 

Melville  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 

Palmetto  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 

FUMC,  New  Iberia  Rev.  Hugh  Baker 
New  Roads  UMC  Rev.  Howard  Hudson 
St.  Paul  UMC  Rev.  Leroy  Brumfield 

St.  Mark  UMC  Rev.  Melvin  Hitchins 

FUMC,  Plaquemine  Rev.  John  Scott-Welch 

Hurst  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  Wesley 
Mallalieu  UMC  Rev.  Marcell  A.  Johnson 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Marcell  A.  Johnson 

St.  Paul  UMC  Rev.  Obie  Southall 

St.  James  UMC  Rev.  Obie  Southall 

St.  Peter  UMC  Rev.  Earnest  Scott 

Green  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Earnest  Scott 

Wiley  UMC  Rev.  Earnest  Scott 

Scott  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Charles  Washington 

Shiloh  UMC  Rev.  Charles  Washington 

St.  Peter  UMC, 

Donaldsonville  Rev.  Donald  D.  Barrie 

St.  James  UMC 

—  Belle  Rose  Rev.  Donald  D.  Barrie 

Briggs  UMC  Rev.  James  F.  Haynes 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  -  74%  of  churches 

Ansley  UMC  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Stokes,  Jr. 

Arcadia  UMC  Rev.  Terry  Willis 

Athens  UMC  Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid 

Crossroads  UMC  Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid 

Bernice  UMC  Rev.  Cage  McLemore 

Beech  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Cage  McLemore 

Summerfield  UMC  Rev.  Cage  McLemore 

Bienville  UMC  Rev.  S.  Alvin  Mayo 

Mill  Creek  UMC  Rev.  S.  Alvin  Mayo 

Strange  UMC  Rev.  S.  Alvin  Mayo 

Choudrant  UMC  Rev.  C.  Jeffrey  Duke 

Douglas  UMC  Rev.  C.  Jeffrey  Duke 

Clay  UMC  Rev.  Troy  Garrett 

Downsville  UMC  Rev.  H.  Austin  Smith 

Bethel  UMC  Rev.  H.  Austin  Smith 

Mt.  Nebo  UMC  Rev.  H.  Austin  Smith 

Doyline  UMC  Rev.  John  Oldham 

Sibley  UMC  Rev.  John  Oldham 

Dubach  UMC  Dr.  Merlin  Merrill 

Farmerville  UMC  Rev.  Lester  Nance 

Gibsland  UMC  Rev.  William  A.  Moon  II 

Oak  Grove  UMC  Rev.  William  A.  Moon,  III 
Harmony  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Shinkle 
Lisbon  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Shinkle 

Arizona  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Shinkle 

Shongaloo  UMC  Rev.  George  McVay 

Dodson  UMC  Rev.  Michael  Hammett 

New  Hope  UMC  Rev.  Michael  Hammett 

FUMC,  Homer  Rev.  James  Humphreys 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  James  Humphries 

Jonesboro  UMC  Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker 

FUMC,  Minden  Rev.  Robert  Burgess 

Lakeview  UMC  Rev.  James  McClelland 

Pine  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Windham 
Bethleham  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Windham 

Castor  UMC  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner 

Trinity  UMC  Rev.  Chris  Andrews 

Grace  UMC  Rev.  Larry  Miller 

Simsboro  UMC  Rev.  Lloyd  Scott 

Salem  UMC  Rev.  Lloyd  Scott 

Springhill  UMC  Rev.  Charles  B. 

Humphreys 

Serepta  UMC  Rev.  Charles  B. 

Humphreys 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Doug  Ezell 

Concord  UMC  Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker 

McIntyre  UMC  Rev.  George  Anders 

Whitehall  UMC  Rev.  W.  Paul  Cassels 

Evergreen  UMC  Rev.  W.  Paul  Cassels 

Eros  UMC  Rev.  William  B.  Shaw 

Antioch  UMC  Rev.  William  B.  Shaw 

Ringgold  UMC  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 
—  71%  of  churches 

Wakefield  UMC  Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 

Grand  Chenier  UMC  Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 


Church  Point  UMC  Rev.  Nathan  Avant 

Maxie  UMC  Rev.  Nathan  Avant 

Ville  Platte  UMC  Rev.  Nathan  Avant 

FUMC,  DeQuincy  Rev.  Robert  E.  Townsend 

FUMC,  DeRidder  Dr.  Clyde  Averett 

Hopewell  UMC  Rev.  Heaton  B.  Crammer 

Pine  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Heaton  B.  Crammer 
Fairview  UMC  Rev.  Swindell  Hodges 

Sweetlake  UMC  Rev.  Swindell  Hodges 

Gueydan  UMC  Rev.  Fred  B.  Moore,  Jr. 

Iowa  UMC  Rev.  John  W.  Guyre 

A.  A.  Barnard  Mem./ 

Hayes  UMC  Rev.  John  W.  Guyre 

FUMC,  Jennings  Rev.  Larry  Maddin 

Kinder  UMC  Rev.  Chris  Blanchard 

Oberlin  UMC  Rev.  Chris  Blanchard 

Basile  UMC  Rev.  Chris  Blanchard 

FUMC,  Lake  Charles  Rev.  J.  Henry 
Bowden,  Jr. 

Oak  Park  UMC  Rev.  Robert  Bengtson 

Lake  Arthur  UMC  Rev.  David  Dewitt 
St.  Luke/Simpson  UMC  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar 
University  UMC  Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth 

FUMC,  Leesville  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 

Holly  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Alphonse  Xnoyer 

Macedonia  UMC  Rev.  Alphonse  Xnoyer 

Squyres  UMC  Rev.  Robert  D.  Hutson 

Moss  Bluff  UMC  Rev.  Glynn  Foreman 

Oaklawn  UMC  Rev.  Raymond  M. 

Crofoot 

Prospect  UMC  Rev.  John  B.  Koelemay 

Hornbeck  UMC  Rev.  John  B.  Koelemay 

Raymond  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Singletary 

Elton  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Singletary 

Branch  UMC  Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss 

Ebenezer  UMC  Rev.  A.  Richard  poss 

Roanoke  UMC  Rev.  Homer  V.  Bailes 

Henning 

Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter 
Wesley  UMC  Rev.  Carolyn  P.  Brannon 

Hackberry  UMC  Rev.  Carolyn  P.  Brannon 

Westlake  UMC  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

—  69  %  of  churches 

FUMC,  Alexandria  Dr.  Tracy  R.  Arnold 
Newman  UMC  Rev.  Wilbur  G.  Davis,  Sr. 

St.  Marks  UMC  Rev.  Wilbur  G.  Davis,  Sr. 

Union  UMC,  Boyce  Rev.  Herbert  E. 

Green,  Sr. 

Pleasant  Grove  UMC  Rev.  James  Lowe 
FUMC,  Boyce  Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 

Lahey  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 
Sieper  UMC  Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 

David  Haas 

Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Mark  Meier 

Evergreen  UMC  Rev.  Mark  Meier 

Whites  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Mark  Meier 

Simpson  UMC  Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr. 

Colfax  UMC  Rev.  Leon  Boggs 

Fellowship  UMC  Rev.  Gary  Elliott 

Forest  Hill  UMC  Rev.  Gary  Elliott 

Nolley  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr. 

Belah  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr. 

Lecompte  UMC  Rev.  Claude  E.  Henkel 

Bayou  Chicot  UMC  Rev.  Claude  E.  Henkel 
Cheneyville  UMC  Rev.  Claude  E.  Henkel 
Marksville  UMC  Rev.  Steven  Williamson 

Oak  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Steven  Williamson 

Simmesport  UMC  Rev.  Steven  Williamson 

Marthaville  UMC  Rev.  Abe  Conerly 

Beulah  UMC  Rev.  Abe  Conerly 

St.  Maurice  UMC  Rev.  Sherman  Beird 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Alex  Johnson 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Campti  Rev.  Alex  Johnson 
St.  Paul  UMC,  Rev.  Alex  Johnson 

Cheneyille 

Asbury  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Augustine 

Williams  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Augustine 
St.  Marks  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Augustine 

College  Avenue  UMC  Ms.  Betty  Hoffman 
Campti  UMC  Ms.  Betty  Hoffman 

FUMC,  Natchitoches  Rev.  James  M.  Poole 
Olla  UMC  Rev.  Roy  C.  Young 

Tullos  UMC  Rev.  Roy  C.  Young 

Palestine  UMC  Rev.  Steven  D.  Bearden 

FUMC,  Pineville  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

Wesley  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  A. 

Johnson,  Jr. 

Pollock  UMC  Rev.  Bryant  E.  Gore 

Selma  UMC  Rev.  Bryant  E.  Gore 

Provencal  UMC  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper 

Weaver  UMC  Dr.  Jolly  B.  Harper 

Eddy  Justiss 

Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson 

Urania  UMC  Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson 

FUMC,  Winnfield  Rev.  Michael  McLaurin 

Couley  UMC  Rev.  Michael  McLaurin 

Sanders  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Michael  McLaurin 

Eden  UMC  Rev.  Paul  Carroll  Sr.  TBS 

BATON  ROUGE/HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

—  67  %  of  churches 

Amite  UMC  Rev.  Steven  Spurlock 

Independence  UMC  Rev.  Steven  Spurlock 

FUMC,  Baker  Rev.  John  Howard  Sewell 

Broadmoor  UMC  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed 

Francis  Asbury  UMC  Rev.  Kathy  Schaffhauser 

Andrews  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  William  J.  Miller 
Ingleside  UMC  Rev.  Fred  0.  Shirley 

Jefferson  UMC  Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel 

Jordan  UMC  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson 

St.  Andrews  UMC  Rev.  Fred  Wideman 
St.  John  UMC  Rev.  Grayson  Watson 

St.  Lukes  UMC  Rev.  Deborah  Drash 

Winbourne  UMC  Rev.  Stephen  Fleming 

Istrouma  UMC  Rev.  Carol  S.  Winn 

Beech  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Edward  L.  Berry 
Magnolia  UMC  Rev.  Tommy  Bergeron 


Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Charles  Evans 

Blackwater  UMC  Rev.  R.  Larry  Stafford 
Wall  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
Clear  Creek  UMC  Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
Center  UMC  Rev.  William  E.  Boyd 

Darlington  UMC  Rev.  William  E.  Boyd 

FUMC,  Denham  SpringsRev.  Roy  E.  Mouser 
Roberts  UMC  Rev.  Clarence  L.  Hillard 

Days  UMC  Rev.  E.  Rand  Guy 

Faithful  UMC  Rev.  Jay  Daigle 

Corbin  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  Wilson 

Gonzales  UMC  Rev.  Richard  R.  Meek 

Meadows  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Richard  R.  Meek 
Greensburg  UMC  Rev.  John  Higginbotham 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  John  Higginbotham 

FUMC,  Hammond  Dr.  Dewitt  M.  Ginn 
Nesom  Memorial  UMC  Dr.  Dewitt  M.  Ginn 
Jackson  UMC  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 

Ethel  UMC  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 

Kentwood  UMC  Rev.  James  R.  Woodward 

Mt.  Hermon  UMC  Rev.  James  R.  Woodward 
James  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 
Livingston  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 

Loranger  UMC  Rev.  Percy  Mac  Frazier 

Montpelier  UMC  Dr.  Charles  Scott 

Asbury  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 

Mt.  Carmel  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 

Wesley  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 

Slaughter  UMC  Rev.  Ellen  Montegudo 

Bluff  Creek  UMC  Rev.  Ellen  Montegudo 

Tangipahoa  UMC  Rev.  William  V.  Sirmon 

Walker  UMC  Rev.  Mark  Martin 

Zachary  UMC  Rev.  John  D.  Corley 

NEW  ORLEANS/HOUMA  DISTRICT 

—  64  %  of  churches 

Berwick  UMC  Rev.  James  Mitchell 

Hope  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Donald  R.  Morgan 
Grand  Isle  UMC  Rev.  Gordon  L.  Smith,  Sr. 

Wesley  UMC,  Brusly  Rev.  Wilmer  Woodfork 
Mt.  Vernon  UMC  Rev.  Wilmer  Woodfork 
Luling  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby 

Memorial  UMC  Rev.  L.  Andy  Foreman 

Bayou  Blue  UMC  Rev.  L.  Andy  Foreman 
Walmsley  UMC  Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Perry 

Wesley  UMC, 

Napoleonville  Rev.  Albert  Holland 

Algiers  UMC  Rev.  W.  E.  Parks,  Sr. 

Messiah  UMC  Rev.  Doug  DeGraffenreid 

Asbury  UMC  Rev.  William  L.  Jones 

St.  Matthew  UMC  Rev.  William  L.  Jones 

Aurora  UMC  Rev.  Conrad  P.  Edwards 

Belle  Chasse  UMC  Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade 

First  St.  UMC  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis 

Haven  UMC  Rev.  Russell  L.  Jones 

Jefferson  UMC  Rev.  Cleveland  B. 

Herr,  Jr. 

Christ  UMC  Rev.  Cleveland  B. 

Herr,  Jr. 

FUMC,  Kenner  Rev.  Douglas 

DeGraffenreid 
Ross  UMC  Rev.  Burnell  Bell 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris,  Jr. 

Napoleon  UMC  Rev.  Melvin  Turnage 

Parker  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Melvin  Turnage 
St.  John,  New  Sarpy  Rev.  Richard  Humphries 
Phillips  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Percell  Church,  Sr. 
Shaw  Temple  UMC  Rev.  Percell  Church,  Sr. 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC  Dr.  Clyde  Frazier 
St.  Matthews  UMC  Rev.  Roddy  Taylor 

St.  Paul  UMC  Rev.  Wesley  C.  Reagan 

Thomas  UMC  Rev.  Terry  Sippio 

Wesley  UMC  Rev.  Nathaniel  Williams 

Williams  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  A. 

Hoover,  Jr. 

FUMC,  Thibodaux  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr. 
Vacherie  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr. 

Gibson  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr. 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

—  52%  of  churches 

Baskin  UMC  Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen 

Reily  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Ray  R.  Spiller 
Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Frank  M.  Jones 

Mer  Rouge  UMC  Rev.  Frank  M.  Jones 

FUMC,  Columbia  Rev.  John  L.  Vining 

Hebert  UMC  Rev.  John  L.  Vining 

Grayson  UMC  Rev.  Alfred  C. 

Bakewell,  III 

Kelly  UMC  Rev.  Alfred  C. 

Bakewell,  III 

FUMC,  Lake  Rev.  Paul  W.  Carter 

Providence 

FUMC,  Monroe  Dr.  William  C.  Blakely 

Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Byrd  Lee  Terry 

Crew  Lake  UMC  Rev.  Eldridge  Kimble 

Reveille  UMC  Rev.  Eldridge  Kimble 

Mt.  Olive  UMC  Rev.  Woodrow  Harmon 

St.  Marks  UMC  Rev.  W.  Ray  Holt 

St.  Paul  UMC  Rev.  Robert  S.  Murray 

St.  Pauls  UMC  Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey 

Lea  Joyner 

Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Joe  D.  Solomon 
FUMC,  Oak  Grove  Rev.  George  H. 

Sherman,  Jr. 

Rayville  UMC  Dr.  Burton  F.  Blair 

Holly  Ridge  UMC  Dr.  Burton  F.  Blair 
Bartholomew  UMC  Rev.  Houston  C.  Roberts 
St.  Joseph  UMC  Rev.  Steven  P.  Carter 

FUMC,  Waterproof  Rev.  Steven  P.  Carter 

FUMC,  Sicily  Island  Rev.  William  Willis 

Harrisonburg  UMC  Rev.  William  Willis 

Vidalia  UMC  Rev.  David  F.  Fortuna 

-  Wilhite  UMC  Rev.  Elmer  B.  Fant 

McGuire  UMC  Rev.  William  A. 

Rowell,  Sr. 

Woodlawn  UMC  Rev.  Pete  Medak 

Wisner  UMC  Rev.  Mark  B.  Benge 

Boeuf  Prairie  UMC  Rev.  Mark  B.  Benge 

Faith  UMC  Rev.  M.  Jack  O’Dell 


Special 

Recognition 

100%  on  all  apportionments,  plus  pay¬ 
ments  on  General  Advance  Specials, 
Conference  Advance  Specials  and  gener¬ 
al  church  offerings. 

BATON  ROUGE/HAMMOND 
DISTRICT  —  19.17%  of  churches 

Amite  UMC  Rev.  Steven  Spurlock 

FUMC,  Baker  Rev.  John  Howard  Sewell 

Broadmoor  UMC  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed 

Ingleside  UMC  Rev.  Fred  0.  Shirley 

Jefferson  UMC  Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel 

St.  Andrews  UMC  Rev.  Fred  Wideman 

Magnolia  UMC  Rev.  Tommy  Bergeron 

Wall  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
Clear  Creek  UMC  Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
FUMC,  Hammond  Rev.  Dewitt  M.  Ginn 
Jackson  UMC  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 

Kentwood  UMC  Rev.  James  R.  Woodward 

James  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 
Livingston  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 

NEW  ORLEANS/SLIDELL  DISTRICT 
—  11.86%  of  churches 
Lutcher  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Augustine,  Jr. 
St.  Landry  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Augustine,  Jr. 

Bethany  UMC  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 

Arabi  UMC  Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson 

St.  Luke  UMC  Rev.  James  0.  Evans 

Spanish  Ministries  Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel 

Bush  UMC  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  —  10.34% 
of  churches 

Iowa  UMC  Rev.  John  W.  Guyre 

A.  A.  Barnard  Rev.  John  W.  Guyre 

Mem. /Hayes  UMC 

FUMC,  Leesville  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Henning 

Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter 

Westlake  UMC  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell 

.  St,  Pauls  UMC  Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey 

RUSTON  DISTRICT  —  5.88%  of 
churches 

Dubach  UMC  Rev.  Merlin  Merrill 

Trinity  UMC  Rev.  Chris  Andrews 

Grace  UMC  Rev.  Larry  Miller 

Hosston  UMC  Rev.  Paul  Reger 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  —  5.19%  of 
churches 

Bayou  Scie  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Coppage 
Vivian  UMC  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 

Rodessa  UMC  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 

Cedar  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Marie  P.  Williams 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  —  4.16%  of 
churches 

Nolley  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr. 
FUMC,  Natchitoches  Rev.  James  M.  Poole 
FUMC,  Pineville  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

NEW  ORLEANS/HOUMA  DISTRICT  - 
5.17%  of  churches 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris,  Jr. 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC  Dr.  Clyde  Frazier 
FUMC,  Thibodaux  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr. 

BATON  ROUGE/LAFAYETTE  DIS¬ 
TRICT  —  3.57  %  of  churches 

Davidson  Rev.  Allen  Wayne  Evans 

Memorial  UMC 

New  Roads  UMC  Rev.  Howard  Hudson 

MONROE  DISTRICT  -  3.17%  of 
churches 

Lea  Joyner  Rev.  Joe  D.  Solomon 

Memorial  UMC 

McGuire  UMC  Rev.  William  A. 

Rowell,  Sr. 


Louisiana  Conference 
1986  Stewardship  Report 


District  Apportionments 

Paid  All 
Funds 

Percent¬ 
age  Paid 
On  Appor¬ 
tionments 

Shreveport 

871,698 

848,947 

97.39 

New  Orleans/ 
Slidell 

558,523 

533,725 

95.56 

Baton  Rouge/ 
Hammond 

607,316 

575,796 

94.81 

Baton  Rouge/ 
Lafayette 

544,112 

515,655 

94.77 

Ruston 

388,715 

368,304 

94.75 

Alexandria 

365.674 

334,592 

91.50 

Lake  Charles 

517,777 

473,662 

91.48 

Monroe 

527,846 

462,974 

87.71 

New  Orleans/ 
Houma 

547.443 

467.845 

85.46 

CONFERENCE 

TOTALS 

4,929,104 

4,581,602 

92.95 

Louisiana  Conference 
1986  Membership  Report 


District 

Gain 

Loss 

Net 

Gain/ 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond  1,071 

874 

+  197 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette 

840 

740 

+  100 

Ruston 

495 

420 

+  75 

Shreveport 

1,426 

1,367 

+  59 

New  Orleans/Slidell 

1,010 

957 

+  53 

New  Orleans/Houma 

780 

763 

+  17 

Alexandria 

435 

551 

—116 

Lake  Charles 

576 

751 

—175 

Monroe 

672 

855 

—183 

TOTALS 

7,305 

7,278 

+  27 

PAGE  2 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
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My  Witness 


JANUARY  30,  1987 


How  adventuresome  is  your  faith?  Who  planned  worship  service  anyway? 

When  was  the  last  time  you  heard  “*■  %/  %/ 


When  was  the  last  time  you  heard 
"Christianity”  and  "adventure”  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  same  breath? 

Your  answer  would  have  been  ‘‘not 
long  ago"  if  you’d  been  around  United 
Methodist  layperson,  Earl  Miner  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  23).  Mr.  Miner  is  inventor  of 
the  TRAG  (short  for  TRansportation  AG- 
riculture),  an  inexpensive  simple-tech¬ 
nology  truck  designed  for  use  in 
developing  countries. 

His  tireless  work  to  produce  land- 
based  TRAG  vehicles — hundreds  have 
been  made  and  shipped  to  some  30  coun¬ 
tries— and,  most  recently,  a  version  that 
will  fly,  is  benefiting  Christian  mission 
efforts  worldwide. 

A  TRAG  factory  operates  in  Peru,  and 
efforts  are  underway  to  set  up  factories 
in  such  diverse  places  as  Israel,  Tonga 
and  the  Soviet  Union.  Concerning  the  lat¬ 
ter,  Mr.  Miner  said  that  cutting  through 
East-West  political  barriers  wasn’t  easy 
but  it  has  been  done.  He  added: 

“Christianity  should  be  a  great  adven¬ 
ture.  Too  often  in  our  church,  that  sense 
of  adventure  is  missing.” 

How  true  on  both  scores! 

Taking  a  “leap  of  faith”  to  follow  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  should  be  one  of  the  greatest 
adventures  of  any  person’s  life.  That’s 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new 
edition  in  Callahan,  Fla. 

With  this  issue,  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  1,100  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Callahan,  Fla.  (Florida  Annual 
Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Callahan,  we 
say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative.  We  hope  you  will  join  with  oth¬ 
er  readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor,” 
“Here  I  Stand”  and  “My  Witness.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again:  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Earl  Miner,  a  United  Methodist  layper¬ 
son  who  invented  and  builds  an  inexpen¬ 
sive  simple-technology  truck  (the  TRAG) 
for  use  in  overseas  mission  work,  says 
“Christianity  should  be  a  great  adventure.” 

been  the  experience  of  countless  people 
across  the  ages. 

The  adventure  of  Christian  disciple- 
ship  includes  the  meaning  and  joy  that 
typically  result  from  risking  oneself  in 
service  to  God  and  others — even  when 
we’re  not  entirely  certain  of  the  out¬ 
come.  The  TRAG  project  is  a  shining  ex¬ 
ample  of  such  an  adventure,  risking  both 
the  finances  and  reputation  of  its  initia¬ 
tor.  Yet,  it  has  brought  meaning  and  joy 
both  to  its  sponsors  and  its  recipients. 

It  is  tragic  that  many  who  call  our¬ 
selves  Christians  have  never  experienced 
our  faith  as  “adventure.”  Shackled  by  the 
twin  attitudes  of  “play  it  safe”  and  "don’t 
make  waves,"  we’re  tempted  to  give  lip 
service  to  Christian  ideals  but  refuse  to 
risk  living  them  out  in  tangible  ways. 

There  are  risks  involved  with  “step¬ 
ping  out  on  faith.”  Christians  who  put 
their  faith,  lives  and/or  resources  on  the 
line  with  innovative  outreach  efforts 
such  as  TRAG  risk  failure,  misunder¬ 
standing  and  rejection  from  skeptics 
both  within  and  outside  the  church. 

When  we  take  such  risks  in  light  of  Je¬ 
sus’  promise  that  He  will  be  with  us  al¬ 
ways,  however,  we  experience  more  of 
life’s  fullness  and  purposefulness  than 
ever  before. 

The  call  to  Christian  adventuresome¬ 
ness  especially  needs  to  be  extended  to 
our  young  people  who  are  prone  to  look 
upon  traditional  church  activities  as  bor¬ 
ing  and  irrelevant. 

When  did  you  or  your  congregation 
last  risk  something— money,  effort, 
time,  reputation,  etc.— for  the  cause  of 
Christ?  How  might  God  be  calling  you  to 
such  adventure  beginning  now? 


By  WILLIAM  C.  SANFORD 

Some  Sunday  services  etch  themselves 
in  memory  much  more  deeply  than  oth¬ 
ers.  As  an  adult,  I  suppose  I’ve  attended 
congregational  worship  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  about  1,750  times. 

The  single  service  I  remember  best 
occurred  on  August  8,  1971,  while  I  was 
serving  as  pastor  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Crescent  City,  California. 

As  far  as  I  know  consciously,  the  plan¬ 
ning  of  the  service  had  proceeded  in  a 
routine  manner  and  contained  the  usual 
elements:  call  to  worship,  hymn,  scrip¬ 
ture,  sermon  and  so  on.  The  bulletin  de¬ 
tailing  the  order  had  been 
mimeographed  the  previous  Thursday. 

On  Saturday  about  supper  time  the 
phone  rang  at  the  parsonage.  Long  dis¬ 
tance!  Shocking  news!  A  member  of  our 
church  had  died  several  hours  earlier  fol¬ 
lowing  a  recreational  parachute  jump 
near  Sacramento. 

Dead  at  27! 

George  Pope,  dead  at  27 !  My  immediate 
reaction  was  denial.  But  the  caller 
pressed  the  reality  of  the  tragedy  by  sup¬ 
plying  some  details. 

He  explained  that,  when  George's 
parachute  opened,  a  buckle,  which 
should  not  have  been  so  loose,  struck  his 
chest  hard.  Ordinarily,  the  blow  would 
have  caused  no  more  than  a  nasty  bruise, 
but  George  had  an  enlarged  heart.  And 
he  died  on  the  ground  within  an  hour  of 
the  jump. 

George’s  death  pained  me  deeply.  I 
counted  him  among  my  closest  friends, 
the  closeness  arising  from  many  activi¬ 
ties  we  shared  both  inside  and  outside 
congregational  life.  We  had,  for  instance, 
taken  a  number  of  hikes  together.  Others 
counted  George  a  good  friend,  too.  And 
now  I  had  the  task  of  telling  of  his  death 
at  the  morning  service. 

As  I  shared  what  I  knew,  there  was  a 
murmur  of  amazement  and  shock  that  ran 
through  the  congregation,  but  as  the  ser¬ 
vice  continued,  we  found  that  it  spoke  to 
our  grief  in  the  most  extraordinary  way. 

I  was  touched  by  solo 

I  was  touched  initially  by  Gail  Perlee’s 
beautiful  soprano  solo.  Gail  had  chosen  “O 
Divine  Redeemer”  by  Charles  Gounod. 

O,  Divine  Redeemer!  I  pray  Thee, 
grant  me  pardon,  And  remember  not,  re¬ 


member  not,  O  Lord,  my  sins!  Night 
gathers  round  my  soul;  fearful  I  cry  to 
Thee;  Come  to  mine  aid,  O  Lord!  Haste 
Thee,  Lord,  Haste  to  help  me.  Hear  my 
cry,  hear  my  cry!  Save  me.  Lord,  in  Thy 
mercy .  .  .  Come  and  save  me,  O  Lord! 

The  words  reminded  us  that  none  of  us 
dies  sinless.  We’re  all  utterly  dependent 
upon  the  grace  of  God.  Aid,  help,  now! 
Key  words  any  of  us  I 
would  pray  with  our  | 
earthly  hours  num¬ 
bered.  Urgent  peti¬ 
tions  George  must  I 
have  presented  to  | 

God  as  his  heart  fal¬ 
tered  and  failed.  I 
"Come  and  save  me,  ' 

O  Lord!”  William  Sanford 

Further  on  in  the  service,  we  read  in 
unison  a  prayer  by  the  late  Professor 
William  Barclay.  Had  we  expressly  com¬ 
missioned  it  for  the  occasion,  it  could  not 
have  been  more  fitting. 

Help  us  always  to  remember:  That  you 
gave  us  life,  and  that  it  is  not  ours  to  do 
with  as  we  like;  That  life  comes  to  an 
end,  and  that  we  must  not  waste  it  when 
we  have  it;  That  we  cannot  tell  what  a 
day  will  bring  to  us,  and  so  we  must  not 
put  things  off  until  tomorrow,  in  case  to¬ 
morrow  never  comes. 


Happily,  George  had  not  wasted  his 
life.  George  had  earned  a  degree  in  for¬ 
estry  and  he  relished  the  beauties  of 
God’s  world.  He  had  served  as  counselor 
of  our  youth  fellowship.  He  had  grown 
spiritually  through  participation  in  a 
home-based  fellowship  of  about  twelve 
persons  we  called  a  “K-Group.”  Less 
than  four  months  before,  George  had  had 
a  special  experience  of  closeness  to  God 
at  a  Lay  Witness  Mission. 

Lines  fit  perfectly 

The  prayer’s  next  lines  seemed  to  us  to 
fit  perfectly  the  way  George  had  lived. 

Help  us:  to  use  life  wisely,  and  not  fool¬ 
ishly;  To  use  life  generously,  and  not  self¬ 
ishly;  To  use  life  strenuously,  and  not 
lazily ;  To  use  life  with  discipline,  and  not 
with  self-indulgence;  To  use  life  in  the 
constant  memory  that  one  day  we  shall 
give  account  of  it  to  you.  (“Epilogues 
and  Prayers,”  Abingdon  Press,  1963,  p. 
156) 

We  came  to  our  closing  hymn.  It  had 
been  chosen  early  in  the  week  by  our  choir 
director,  John  Starets.  It,  too,  addressed 
our  need  uncannily.  It  imparted  comfort 
and  hope  in  a  profoundly  helpful  way. 

Be  still,  my  soul:  the  Lord  is  on  thy 
side:  Bear  patientlv  the  cross  of  grief  or 


pain;  Leave  to  thy  God  to  order  and  pro¬ 
vide  .  .  .  Thy  hope,  thy  confidence  let  noth¬ 
ing  shake;  All  now  mysterious  shall  be 
bright  at  last ...  Be  still,  my  soul:  when 
change  and  tears  are  past.  All  safe  and 
blessed  we  shall  meet  at  last.  (Jane 
Borthwick’s  translation  of  a  text  by 
Katharina  von  Schlegel) 

By  this  time  I  was  so  emotionally 
overwhelmed  that  I  could  scarcely  mus¬ 
ter  voice  to  pronounce  the  benediction. 
How  could  this  be? 

Days  before  George’s  death— which 
none  of  us  could  have  anticipated— Gail 
had  selected  her  solo.  I  had  chosen  Dr. 
Barclay’s  prayer  and  John  had  picked 
the  hymn.  On  Sunday  morning,  when  we 
needed  these  texts,  they  were  there, 
speaking  to  us  mightily  and  memorably. 

Who  planned  this  service  anyway? 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev. 
William  Sanford,  is  pastor  of  Atwater 
United  Methodist  Church,  Atwater,  Calif. 
(Calif omia-Nevada  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness ,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Here  I  Stand 

Our  real  selves  often  hide  in  our  ‘'stuff’ 


By  RALPH  HASTEN 
In  the  procedure  of  selecting  a  king, 
the  prophet  Samuel  was  instructed  by 
the  Lord  to  follow  the  long  and  exacting 
process  of  casting  lots  among  all  the 
tribes  and  families  of  Israel.  When,  at 
last,  the  sacred  dice  had  been  rolled  out 
a  final  time,  behold,  the  lot  had  fallen  on 
young  Saul,  the  stalwart  son  of  Kish. 

But,  when  they  went  to  seek  him  out, 
they  could  not  find  him.  And  so  the  people 
prayed  about  the  matter  (which  is,  of 
course,  a  very  common  thing  for  folk  to  do 
who  are  in  love  with  God).  Right  away  the 
Lord  responded  with  the  startling  word 
that  Saul  had  hid  himself  among  the  stuff. 
He’d  gone  into  hiding  in  the  baggage! 

What  this  says  of  Saul  is  quite  a  lot.  At 
the  first  most  folk  would  feel  that  this 
young  man,  who  towered  head  and  shoul¬ 
ders  above  all  the  rest  of  them,  was  the 


most  appropriate  selection  on  which  the 
casting  of  the  lot  could  rest. 

From  our  vantage  point,  however,  it 
seems  quite  evident  that  Saul’s  hiding  of 
himself  away  from  view  is  more  a  mark 
of  his  impotent  self-effacement  and  dep¬ 
recation  than  any  show  of  honest  modes¬ 
ty!  In  the  very  act  of  his  hiding,  his  virtue 
begins  to  fade  away,  and  the  uncertainty 
in  which  his  personality  is  clothed  begins 
to  stand  forth  in  bold  relief. 

By  way  of  analogy,  our  own  human 
personality  too  frequently  is  hid  away 
within  “the  stuff”  for  comfort.  We  are  a 
people  who  are  glutted  with  goods  and 
lost  within  the  encumbrance  of  our  eco¬ 
nomic  things.  Far  too  often,  our  only 
means  of  identifying  one  another  is  in 
what  we  own— or  fail  to  own.  We  do,  in¬ 
deed,  identify  our  neighbor  by  the  house 
in  which  he  lives,  the  car  in  which  he 


Hooray  for  ‘heaven’  editorial’s  unexpected  stand  on  sin! 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  regard  to  the  Jan.  9  editorial 
on  the  poll  about  heaven. 

You  sure  got  my  attention  when  you 
questioned  the  "glibness”  of  this  poll  and 
the  “widespread  lack  of  spiritual  and 
moral  realism  it  reveals”  by  challenging 
the  foolish  notion  that  humility  and  good¬ 
ness  qualify  anyone  for  heaven. 

When  I  came  to  your  statement  that 
"we  underestimate  our  capacity  for 
wrongdoing,”  I  thought,  “Here  we  go 
again,  hedging  on  the  word  ‘sin,’  ”  but 
then  you  actually  used  it  and  even  af¬ 
firmed  our  need  to  be  saved  from  it! 
Hooray! 

A  sound  concept  of  sin  means  sound 
concepts  of  salvation  and  evangelism, 
the  latter  being  the  raison  d’etre  for  the 
church’s  existence.  Softness  on  sin  has 
weakened  our  denomination’s  impact  on 
society  and  surely  accounts,  in  part,  for 
its  mounting  lack  of  credibility. 

As  I  read  your  conclusions  I  could  al¬ 
most  see  that  wry  smile  on  our  old  friend 
Dr.  Harry  Denman’s  face.  Did  I  hear  him 
say,  “I  think  they're  catching  on!”?  I’m 
almost  sure  I  could  hear  him  clapping 
his  hands.  That  made  at  least  two  of  us. 

William  A.  Ury 
Parma,  Ohio 
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Are  we  tongue-tied? 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  editorial  summary  of  the  popu¬ 
lar  notions  about  “getting  to  heaven” 
was  enlightening  (see  UMR,  Jan.  9).  This 
is  not  so  much  because  the  “USA  Week¬ 
end”  poll  reflected  a  kind  of  godless  uni- 
versalism  (“you  just  have  to  be  a  good 
person,”  etc.)  but  because  nowhere  in  the 
article  is  the  orthodox  Christian  means 
of  salvation  presented. 

Have  we  become  tongue-tied  when  it 
comes  to  an  accurate  presentation  of  the 
Biblical  position?  Is  Jesus  still  right  in 
saying,  “No  one  comes  to  the  Father  but 
by  me”?  I  am  thankful  that  our  United 
Methodist  Church  still  asks  “Do  you  re¬ 
pent  of  your  sins  and  accept  Jesus  Christ 
as  your  Savior?” 

That’s  good  enough  for  me.  Anything 
less  is  not  only  not  good  enough,  but  a  vi¬ 
olation  of  our  charter. 

Frank  Warden 
El  Paso,  Arkansas 

We  aren’t  THAT  bad! 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Jan.  9  editorial  about  the  poll  on 
heaven  requires  comment. 

The  Religious  Right  would  agree  with 
quite  a  few  parts— if  not  most  of— your 
editorial. 

And  many  liberals  would  heartily  dis¬ 
like  it  for  the  same  reason.  They  would 
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think  you  had  thrown  in  your  lot  with 
Jerry  Falwell,  Pat  Robertson,  Jimmy 
Swaggart  and  company. 

Indeed,  the  argument  will  be  made 
that  you  need  to  have  some  belief  in  the 
goodness  of  man  if  democracy  is  going  to 
work. 

If  you  base  everything  on  the  view  that 
more  people  are  going  to  hell  than  to 
heaven,  then  the  democratic  ideal  will 
never  work.  It  is  for  these  reasons  that 
the  fundamentalist  movement  is  so  hat¬ 
ed,  feared  and  unpopular  in  our  society. 

As  for  whether  we  are  more  virtuous 


than  others  or  whether  the  Lord  favors 
our  way  of  life,  it  is  true  as  Dave  Hunt, 
in  his  book,  “Peace,  Prosperity  and  the 
Coming  Holocaust,”  writes  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  alone  would  suffer  total  col¬ 
lapse  at  the  time  of  the  Rapture. 

No  expositor  of  endtime  prophecies 
expects  us  to  escape  judgment. 

Perhaps,  in  this  regard,  the  letter  by 
W.  Eli  McCrorey  right  alongside  your 
editorial  should  be  cited.  He  compares 
the  mainline  churches  to  the  lukewarm 
church  of  Laodicia. 

Yet  that  is  what  most  of  the  American 


church  is  like.  And  it  is  clear  enough 
what  the  fate  of  that  kind  of  church  is. 

I  cannot  believe  that  the  Bible  lies.  So 
how  could  the  highway  to  heaven  be 
broader  than  the  Book  says  it  is? 

I  fear  that  the  barbarous  dictatorships 
of  our  times,  such  as  fascist  Italy,  Nazi 
Germany,  the  Soviet  Union  and  Commu¬ 
nist  China,  are  really  what  this  world  is 
all  about.  Are  all  of  them  the  precursors 
of  the  future  world  dictator  the  Bible 
says  will  come? 

All  of  them  emphasized  evil,  not  good. 
For  all  its  faults,  our  culture  is  still  pref¬ 
erable  to  those  “utopias,”  is  it  not? 

In  the  end,  God  and  Christ  alone — no 
one  else— will  impose  the  Christian  way 
of  life  on  us.  0  _ 

William  R.  Brown 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Military  needs  our  support 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoyed  Spurgeon  Dunnam ’s  Dec.  26 
article  concerning  our  military  chap¬ 
lains.  I  appreciated  his  statement  of  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  role  people  in  the 
military  play  in  preserving  peace. 

As  long  as  potentially  threatening 
forces  exist  behind  the  Iron  Curtain,  our 
country’s  military  needs  to  exist  and  to 
receive  support  from  the  United 

Methodist  Church.  n  .. 

Glenn  H.  Coffey 

Lafayette,  Louisiana 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Images  of  church  shared  as  ‘work  comes  to  end 9 


In  1980,  after  a  decade  in  the  world  of 
daily  newspapers,  I  felt  a  call  to  take 
perhaps  two  years  off  to  work  in  a  voca¬ 
tion  within  the  church. 

My  great  fortune  was  that  a  slot  at  the 
Reporter  became  available  allowing  me 
to  do  that  as  a  journalist. 

Everything  got  so  exciting  so  fast  and 
so  continuously  that  I’m  just  now  return¬ 
ing  to  what  I  consider  my  lay  Christian 
vocation  in  public  journalism. 

I’ve  had  the  privilege  to  cover  some  of 
the  “hottest”  developments  in  the  church 
during  these  six  years. 

Some  agree,  some  don’t 

I  hope  I’ve  played  some  role  in  helping 
keep  the  membership  well  informed.  My 
letter  files  show  some  people  agree  and 
some  vehemently  don’t. 

I’ve  never  been  accused  of  offering 
what  a  church  official  once  requested:  a 
ministry  of  silence. 

Now,  as  I’m  cleaning  out  my  desk,  I 
wonder  what  images  of  the  church  I  take 
with  me. 

My  observations  are  those  of  a  layman 
who  arrived  here  with  less  detailed 
knowledge  of  our  denomination  than  the 
average  Reporter  reader  (I  had  been  in 
an  annual  conference  that  at  that  time 
didn’t  offer  the  Reporter  to  its  local 
church  leaders). 

Six  years  of  peering  daily  at  the 
church  from  behind  the  curtains  have 
changed  that.  Some  images: 

•  In  religion  as  on  the  stage,  illusions 
quickly  dissipate  when  you  get  up  close 
and  behind  the  scenes.  I’ve  seen  a  lot  that 


surprised  me  and  disappointed  me. 

But  I  haven’t  lost  my  faith  or  my  love 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

•  My  previous  experience  with  United 
Methodism  had  been  of  local  church  vi¬ 
tality  and  a  Gospel  message  of  hope  and 
sense  for  the  world.  It  was  difficult  for 
me  to  understand  why  the  denomination¬ 
al  statistics  would  show  so  much  decline. 
I’ve  seen  enough  stagnant  backwaters  of 
the  church  now  to 
understand. 

But  I  also  have 
seen  that  every  sign 
of  spiritual  life  one 
could  desire  in  a  de¬ 
nomination  can  be 
found  in  UM  congre¬ 
gations  and  connec- 
tional  programs 
scattered  across  the  church.  That  Chris¬ 
tian  vitality  is  a  lot  more  common  than 
overall  statistics  suggest. 

•Church  bureaucracies  have  most  of 
the  inherent  qualities  of  government  and 
business  bureaucracies.  All  of  them  need 
outside  prodding  to  keep  them  produc¬ 
tive  and  focused  on  their  mission. 

•  For  the  most  part,  I’ve  found  general 
agency  staff  members,  elected  directors, 
their  outspoken  critics,  caucus  groups 
and  annual  conference  leaders  to  be  sin¬ 
cere,  well-intentioned  Christians  who 
also  have  a  tendency  to  misjudge  United 
Methodists  different  from  themselves. 

•  I  was  surprised  at  how  much  of  the 
church’s  work  gets  done  with  little  ex¬ 
plicit  relationship  to  worshipping  con- 


Roy  Beck 


gregations.  I’ve  repeatedly  been 
impressed  by  social  programs  connected 
to  congregations.  They  not  only  can 
breathe  awesome  power  into  a  congrega¬ 
tion  but  offer  those  being  helped  a 
chance  to  be  helpers  as  part  of  the  faith 
community. 

•The  United  Methodist  Reporter  is 
one  of  the  best  signs  as  well  as  tools  of 
the  denomination’s  vitality. 

A  Minnesota  attorney  said  it  well  in  a 
letter  last  spring.  He  identified  himself 
as  a  “conservative”  who  isn’t  especially 
comfortable  with  all  the  denomination’s 
stances  and  actions. 

He  trusts  Reporter 

But  he  says  he  commonly  thrusts  the 
Reporter  at  his  friends  in  other  denomi¬ 
nations  and  says:  “Here  is  an  illustration 
of  the  greatness  and  strength  of  Method¬ 
ism.  No  official  publication  of  your 
churches  would  permit  the  disputation, 
the  conflict,  the  spirited  dissent,  and  the 
sometimes  biting  criticism  of  institu¬ 
tions,  pastors  and  even  bishops.  Your  de¬ 
nomination  is  incapable  of  publishing  a 
newspaper  like  this.  . . .  The  Reporter 
puts  its  arms  around  all  Methodists  in 
their  extraordinary  heterogeneity  and 
says  to  them:  ‘You  all  belong.’  ” 

Truly,  the  willingness  of  annual  con¬ 
ference  and  local  church  officials  to 
bring  a  genuine  newspaper  and  open  fo¬ 
rum  into  their  memberships  is  a  symbol 
of  the  freedom  and  grace  proclaimed  by 
this  denomination. 

United  Methodists  who  value  that 
openness  need  to  make  sure  their  leaders 


know.  Leaders  have  a  tendency  to  be¬ 
come  fearful  about  all  that  free-flowing 
information  and  dialogue.  They  need  bol¬ 
stering. 

The  flow  never  is  totally  free,  of 
course.  My  desk  cleaning  reveals  that 
the  flow  often  stopped  somewhere  in  my 
office  as  I  see  the  many  story  sugges¬ 
tions  and  letters  that  didn’t  draw  my  ac¬ 
tion  through  the  years.  It  becomes  easy 
to  dwell  on  missed  opportunities. 

To  that  and  other  judgments  of  what  I 
did  with  the  opportunity  to  report  for 
you,  I  can’t  respond  much  better  than 
quote  from  the  book  2  Maccabees  as 
translated  in  the  New  English  Bible.  The 
ancient  writer  closed  his  book  of  the 
Apocrypha  in  this  way: 

“At  this  point,  I  will  bring  my  work  to 
an  end.  If  it  is  found  well  written  and 
aptly  composed,  that  is  what  I  myself 
hoped  for;  if  cheap  and  mediocre,  I  could 
only  do  my  best”  (2  Maccabees  15:  38). 

ROY  HOWARD  BECK 


Educate  adults  and  youth  with 
entertaining  27-minute  video  of 
John  Wesley’s  life,  by  award¬ 
winning  writer/photographer 
Dr.  James  Miller.  Send  $79.95  plus 
$2.50  handling  for  VHS  or  Beta  to 
Envisions,  Inc.,  Box 25067, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46825. 


rides,  the  clothes  in  which  he  dresses. 

Our  age  is  characterized  by  its  rever¬ 
ence  for  facts  like  these— and  it  is  also 
characterized  by  its  tendency  to  abstrac¬ 
tion:  We  tend  to  say,  “This  is  it— look, 
here  is  his  stuff”— instead  of,  “This  is 
he”  or  “This  is  she— look,  we’ve  found 
him  (or  her),  surrounded  though  they  be 
by  bags  and  baggage!” 

Men  and  women  are  identified  by  the 
trades,  the  businesses,  the  professions,  the 
associations,  the  unions,  the  parties  to 
which  they  may  belong.  We  surround  them, 
one  and  all,  with  stuff  And  it  is  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  for  the  warm-blooded  per¬ 
sons  themselves  to  emerge  from  all  such 
surrounding  encumbrances  as  these! 

My  grand  old  uncle  Fred  was  an  East- 
Texas  country  farmer  whose  love  of  the 
land  and  his  large  family  was  legendary.  I 
don’t  remember  ever  seeing  him  attired  in 
anything  but  overalls,  those  blue-striped 
kind  with  the  double  clasp  across  the  chest. 

When  dressed  for  town  visits  on  Satur¬ 
days  and  for  church  on  Sunday,  he’d  al¬ 
ways  wear  a  clean  white  shirt,  starched 
collar  open  at  the  throat,  in  tandem  with 
those  overalls.  The  only  thing  that 
changed,  as  I  recall,  was  the  denim  jacket 
he  would  don  when  working  in  the  fields. 

When  it  came  his  time  to  die,  his  son 
and  six  daughters  did  a  wise  and  beauti¬ 
ful  thing:  They  laid  my  uncle  Fred  out  in 
his  huge  coffin  attired  in  a  clean  white 
shirt,  starched  collar  open  at  the  throat, 
and  in  a  pair  of  neatly-pressed  striped 
overalls.  And  all  who  came  to  see  him 
off  to  glory  marvelled  at  the  fact  that 
my  uncle  Fred  appeared  so  natural. 

Hidden  in  the  stuff,  indeed!  We  glory  in 
such  hiding  of  ourselves  and  others.  But, 
in  so  doing,  we  far  too  often  miss  the 
beauty  and  the  power  of  the  person  who 
is  thus  hidden  or  in  hiding. 

The  Rev.  Ralph  Hasten  is  on  special 
appointment  to  the  Texas  Rehabilitation 
Commission  and  a  ministerial  member  of 
the  Texas  Annual  Conference. 


WANTED; 

MISSION  COMMUNICATORS 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  United  Methodist  Church, 
seeks  able,  experienced  communica¬ 
tors.  You  will  be  part  of  the  staff  of 
the  Board’s  Mission  Education  and 
Cultivation  Department  In  New  York. 
An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
Send  resume  and  detailed  letter  to 
Human  Resources  Department:  At¬ 
tention  B.T.,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Room  1476,  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115. 

General  Qualifications:  Interest 
In  global  mission,  knowledge  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  profes¬ 
sional  experience  and  solid  commu¬ 
nications  skills. 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  SECRETARY 

Administrative  head  of  mission  re¬ 
sources.  Direct  unit  of  20  profession¬ 
als — editors,  writers,  producers. 
Experienced  media  administrator, 
able  to  supervise  complex  budget 
and  production  schedules.  Innova¬ 
tive  planner  and  catalyst. 

MAGAZINE  EDITOR 

For  monthly  mission  magazine. 
Knowledge  of  all  phases  of  magazine 
editing  and  production.  Creative 
writer  and  editor,  ability  to  put  out 
first  class  magazine  with  small  staff 
and  budget.  Marketing  experience. 

WRITER/PRODUCER 

Writer  experienced  In  news  and  fea¬ 
tures.  Video  production  experience 
or  aptitude  and  willingness  to  be 
trained. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROMOTION/ 
UTILIZATION 

A  marketing  specialist  with  copy 
writing  and  advertising  production 
experience  to  promote  a  wide  variety 
of  mission  resources — magazines 
books,  films,  video.  Emphasis  on 
educational  utilization  In  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 
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Aggressive  new-church  development  eyed  as  growth  device 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON— United  Methodists  need  to  central¬ 
ize  congregation-starting  efforts  and  improve 
membership-reporting  procedures  if  they  hope  to 
bring  increasing  numbers  of  people  to  Christ. 

The  Council  of  Bishops’  Committee  on  Mem¬ 
bership  Growth,  headed  by  Bishop  Richard  B. 
Wilke  (Arkansas  Area),  reached  those  conclu¬ 
sions  Jan.  22-23. 

To  deal  with  these  problems,  the  panel  intends 
to  ask  the  bishops’  council  to: 

•appoint  one  bishop  to  lead  “an  aggressive 
program  of  new-church  development.” 

•require  quarterly  statistical  reports  from 
pastors  about  baptisms,  church-school  atten¬ 
dance,  professions  of  faith  and  other  indicators 
of  “disciple  making.” 

The  Council  of  Bishops  is  to  consider  those 
recommendations  during  its  March  22-29  meet¬ 
ing  in  Arlington,  Va. 

The  bishop  given  responsibility  for  church  de¬ 
velopment  is  to  encourage  other  bishops  to 
launch  congregation-starting  initiatives,  help  set 
.  reasonable  membership  goals  for  animal  confer- 
.  ences  and  correlate  church-planting  activities  of 
.  all  conferences. 

The  bishops  adopted  a  12-point  strategy  last 
November  for  expanding  United  Methodist  min¬ 
istries  and  increasing  membership  (see  UMR, 
>'  Nov.  21).  That  strategy  includes  starting  200  con¬ 
gregations  a  year. 

The  one  designated  bishop  is  to  serve  as  a  cen¬ 
tral  point  for  getting  denominational  resources 
for  starting  congregations.  Resources  are  avail¬ 
able  from  the  National  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 


“The  [Book  of]  Discipline  puts  the  bee  on  the 
bishops  for  starting  new  churches,”  Bishop 
Wilke  said.  Yet  the  denomination  has  no  driving 
force  to  coordinate  and  direct  efforts  by  the  62 
active  bishops  around  the  world,  he  said. 

Church  law  prevents  denominational  agencies 
from  taking  responsibility  for  planning  and  di¬ 
recting  church  planting,  said  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones,  chief  executive  of  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship. 

Agencies  can  provide  assistance  and  resources 
only  upon  request  from  bishops  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  Dr.  Jones  said. 

Nevertheless,  Bishop  Wilke  said  he  thought 
general  agencies  should  more  aggressively  con¬ 
tact  bishops  and  conference  officials  to  suggest 
opportunities  for  starting  congregations. 

He  and  other  committee  members  specifically 
called  upon  the  Office  of  New  Congregational 
Development  in  the  mission  board’s  National  Di¬ 
vision  to  be  more  entreprenurial. 

Serious  intent  behind  reports 

The  proposed  new  quarterly  reports  on  mem¬ 
bership  changes  and  participation  in  congrega¬ 
tional  activities  are  intended  to  show  that 
bishops  are  serious  about  the  growth  goals  they 
set  in  1986,  membership  committee  members 
said. 

Further,  the  committee  is  to  ask  the  bishops’ 
council  to  support  a  move  to  change  church  law 
to  make  quarterly  reporting  mandatory.  That 
proposal  would  go  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  denomination’s  highest  legislative 
body. 

The  new  quarterly  report  would  reintroduce 
the  kind  of  accountability  for  making  disciples 
that  the  church  had  when  each  congregation  con¬ 


ducted  a  quarterly  conference,  said  Bishop  F. 
Herbert  Skeete  (Philadelphia  Area). 

Improvements  in  information  gathering  made 
possible  by  computers  would  make  the  quarterly 
information  easier  to  gather  and  use,  he  said. 

Committee  members  acknowledged  that 
many  pastors  might  balk  at  the  increased  re- 
sporting  requirement. 

Balking  is  'unacceptable’ 

But  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  chief  execu¬ 


tive  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  said,  “To  me  it  is  unacceptable  for 
a  pastor  to  say,  ‘Don’t  ask  me  questions  about 
the  accountability  of  my  work.’  ” 

Committee  members  lamented  that  latest  sta¬ 
tistics  about  denominational  activity  are  18 
months  old. 

The  committee  plans  to  meet  with  the  head  of 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion,  which  is  the  denomination’s  tabulating 
agency,  and  ask  how  bishops  can  help  get  the  in¬ 


formation  processed  more  quickly. 

The  panel  also  intends  to  explore  ways  to  have 
membership  reports  from  central  (overseas) 
conferences  included  in  all  denominational  to¬ 
tals. 

Currently,  figures  for  overseas  United  Meth¬ 
odists  are  reported  separately  and  are  often  sev¬ 
eral  years  old. 

“These  data  indicate  the  health  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation,”  Dr.  Trotter  said.  “We  can’t  be  in  mis¬ 
sion  with  an  18-month  lag.” 


Researcher  finds  interest  in  religious  institutions 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HOUSTON— Values  that  emerged  in  Ameri¬ 
can  society  last  year  are  making  people  more 
open  to  joining  religious  institutions,  a  research¬ 
er  told  UM  membership  officials  Jan.  23. 

Americans  in  1986  were  generally  searching 
for  a  greater  sense  of  right  and  wrong  in  their 
lives,  said  Dr.  Robert  L.  Cohen  of  the  market  re¬ 
search  firm  of  Yankelovich  Clancy  Shulman. 

In  addition,  he  said,  Americans— particularly 
people  born  during  the  1946  to  1964  “baby 
boom"— wanted  to  identify  with  groups  that  cel¬ 
ebrated  shared  values  and  provided  satisfying 
emotional  experiences. 

“Obviously,  religion  for  some  people  would  be 
one  key  way  to  satisfy  this  need,”  Dr.  Cohen 
said. 

Other  ways  could  include  rooting  for  sports 
teams,  joining  civic  clubs  or  being  patriotic,  he 
said. 

Dr.  Cohen  made  his  remarks  during  a  report  to 
the  Council  of  Bishops’  Committee  on  Membership 


Growth.  He  based  his  observation  on  a  study  by  his 
firm  of  American  attitudes  about  55  social  values. 

Dr.  Cohen  advised  the  panel  to  keep  in  mind 
various  market  segments  the  church  is  appeal¬ 
ing  to. 

“For  a  ‘baby  boomer’  couple  with  children, 
their  high  concern  for  a  moral  focus  in  their 
lives,  their  concern  for  teaching  their  children 
moral  values  and  a  possible  predisposition  to 
Methodism  from  their  youth  may  be  the  hooks 
needed  to  reinvolve  them  in  the  church,”  he 
said. 

But  an  18-year-old,  who  had  not  lived  through 
the  questioning  of  traditional  values  in  the  1960s 
and  early  1970s,  would  need  a  different  appeal, 
he  said. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  made 
Dr.  Cohen’s  services  available  to  the  member¬ 
ship  committee.  The  mission  board  has  a  con¬ 
tract  with  the  Yankelovich  firm  for  information 
on  social  trends. 

Robert  J.  Harman,  the  missions-agency  staff 


member  who  works  with  the  market-research  data, 
said  the  findings  gave  him  a  sense  of  hope. 

“The  elements  here  of  great  human  needs  are 
values  we  as  the  church  know  how  to  address 
more  than  any  product-oriented  company,"  Mr. 
Harman  said. 

"This  deep  yearning  to  live  a  meaningful  life 
and  to  be  affirmed  in  moments  of  celebration 
with  people  who  share  the  same  values  we  do 
makes  clear  that  people  could  be  willing  to  live 
in  a  Christian  context.” 

People  are  again  looking  for  the  models  of 
moral  leadership  that  the  church  has  always 
provided,  Mr.  Harman  said. 

The  Yankelovich  firm,  based  in  Westport, 
Conn.,  collects  its  information  through  detailed 
interviews  in  2,500  randomly  selected  house¬ 
holds  across  the  country,  Dr.  Cohen  said.  The 
firm  has  been  tracking  social  trends  since  1971. 

“We  are  looking  for  early  warning  signs  of 
how  society  is  changing,  Dr.  Cohen  said. 

— DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Sunday  school  Rally  ’87: 


2,000  United  Methodists  jam  national  confab  seeking 
ways  to  strengthen  church  through  the  Sunday  school 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON— Peggy  Arensdorf  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Redlands, 
Calif.,  came  to  Houston  last  week  to  learn 
how  to  recruit  church-school  teachers. 

Bill  Killmer  of  Polk  Street  United 


Methodist  Church  in  Amarillo,  Texas,  came 
to  get  ideas  for  Sunday-school  classes. 

Eileen  Pearson  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  came  for  help 
in  revamping  her  church’s  curriculum  for 
elementary-school-aged  children. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Hardeman,  pastor  of 


New  Hope  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Arnold,  Mo.,  came  for  tips  about  improv¬ 
ing  the  church  school  that  he  could  share 
with  other  churches  in  his  district  of  the 
Missouri  East  conference. 

Steve  Gordon  of  Maple  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Carlisle,  Ind., 


came  seeking  ways  to  help  the  Sunday 
school  contribute  to  membership  growth 
in  his  rural,  120-member  congregation. 

Those  were  just  a  few  reasons  why 
people  from  all  across  the  United  States 
converged  on  Houston  Jan.  23-25  for  Ral¬ 
ly  ’87,  a  gathering  intended  to  help 
strengthen  the  United  Methodist  Church 
through  the  Sunday  school. 

More  than  2,000  people — both  clergy  and 
laity— took  part  in  the  event,  sponsored  by 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Headquarters  hotel  jammed 

They  jammed  the  ballroom  at  the 
headquarters  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel  for 
three  mass  assemblies.  There  partici¬ 
pants  spent  time  singing  familiar  Wesley 
hymns,  hearing  speeches  and  watching 
live  or  audiovisual  presentations. 

The  evening  rally  Jan.  24  was  even 
beamed  by  satellite  to  an  estimated  600 
“watch  parties”  around  the  country.  An 
estimated  6,000  to  10,000  thus  joined  the 
assembly  electronically. 

"Sunday  school  is  still  the  place  where 
the  laity  find  the  opportunity  to  be  the 
church  and  where  they  are  trained  to  be 
sent  out  to  be  the  church  in  the  world,” 
said  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  head  of 
the  Discipleship  board,  at  the  end  of  the 
telecast. 

That’s  why  a  strong  Sunday  school  is  im¬ 
portant  to  the  future  of  the  church,  he  said. 

People  feel  Spirit’s  power 

Earlier  in  the  three-day  rally,  Dr. 
Jones  said  the  Sunday  school  was  often 
the  first  place  people  felt  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  their  lives. 

By  opening  the  Scriptures  to  people, 
he  said,  church-school  instruction  trans¬ 
forms  them  and  shapes  them  into  Chris¬ 
tian  disciples. 


HOUSTON— Robert  K.  Feaster  (left),  president  of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House;  Julia  Wilke;  and  Bish¬ 
op  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area)  discuss  a  new  intensive  UM  Bible  study  program.  The  discussion  took  place 
during  a  telecast  beamed  around  the  country  by  satellite  from  Rally  ’87.  The  new  34-week  curriculum,  called  “Dis¬ 
ciple:  Becoming  Disciples  Through  Bible  Study,”  will  be  available  to  churches  in  July.  Participants  at  the  national 
Sunday-school  gathering  got  a  special  preview  of  the  contents,  which  are  similar  to  Bethel  and  Trinity  Bible  stud¬ 
ies.  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Wilke  are  co-authors  of  the  series.  reporter  staff  photo  by  douglas  f.  cannon 


Coach  to  ‘ quarterback 9  evangelism  drive 


rell,  said  Mr.  Landry  attends  church 
regularly,  including  9:30  a.m.  worship 
services  on  Sundays  when  the  Cowboys 
play  a  home  game  in  their  semi-domed 
stadium  some  10  miles  from  the  church. 

During  sessions  in  his  office,  Mr. 
Landry  participated  actively  as  first- 
draft  versions  of  the  three  proposed  let¬ 
ters  were  read  aloud.  He  offered  several 
brief  editing  suggestions,  generally  re¬ 
questing  that  the  letters  make  their 
points  more  specifically. 

“If  the  Lord  is  in  this,  it  will  succeed,” 
he  summarized  at  one  point.  “If  He  isn’t, 
then  we  will  fall  on  our  face.” 

Mr.  Landry  and  Dr.  Farrell  recalled 
that  they  first  met  as  co-chairmen  (lay 
and  clergy,  respectively  )  of  a  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham  crusade  in  Dallas  in  1972. 

Mr.  Landry  said  he  had  been  a 
Methodist  33  years  before  he  “became  a 
Christian”  through  conversion.  And  it 
happened  outside  the  Methodist  Church, 
he  said.  He  has  written  of  that  experi¬ 
ence  in  a  tract,  one  of  a  series  made 
available  through  his  office. 

“The  unusual  thing  is  I  decided  to  stay 
within  the  church,"  he  said.  “Usually 
people  leave  the  church  after  an  experi¬ 
ence  like  that.” 

Mr.  Landry  has  long  been  active  in  the 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes,  a  non- 
denominational  national  organization. 

Mr.  Wyatt’s  series  of  paintings,  enti¬ 
tled  “The  Apostles,”  presents  individual 
likenesses  of  the  12  apostles.  Mr.  Wyatt 
uses  real-life  models  whom  he  believes 
best  capture  the  spirit  of  the  apostle. 

Mr.  Wyatt  also  painted  the  United 
Methodist  Bicentennial  scene,  entitled 
"Offer  Them  Christ,”  depicting  John 
Wesley’s  sending  Thomas  Coke  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  the  colonies. 

Mr.  Landry’s  letter  to  local-church  pas¬ 
tors  says  “I  don’t  know  much”  about  such 
things  as  paintings  like  those  of  Mr.  Wyatt’s 
or  lithographic  reproductions  of  them. 

"I  am  a  football  coach,"  he  adds,  “but  I 
see  hope  in  the  eyes  of  these  apostles.  They 
will  undoubtedly  inspire  all  of  us  to  follow 
Christ  more  closely  and  somehow  catch 
their  passion  to  tell  others  about  Him.” 


DALLAS— Dallas  Cowboys  Head  Coach  Tom  Landry  (left)  emphasizes  a  point  with  United  Methodist  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  Wyatt.  Between  them  is  Mr.  Wyatt’s  painting  of  the  Apostle  Andrew.  Coach  Landry,  an  active  UM  layman, 
agreed  to  head  a  national  campaign  to  raise  funds  for  chairs  of  evangelism  at  UM  seminaries  through  sales  of 
prints  of  all  12  paintings  in  Mr.  Wyatt’s  apostle  series  and  of  his  American  Methodist  Bicentennial  painting,  “Offer 
Them  Christ.  reporter  staff  photo  by  Roberta  b.  sappington 


lism.  The  foundation,  an  independent 
agency  started  in  1949,  is  affiliated  with 
the  denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

A  series  of  three  letters  will  be  mailed 
under  Mr.  Landry's  signature— first  to 
all  UM  bishops,  then,  with  the  bishops' 
approval,  to  selected  pastors  and  local- 
church  lay  leaders  on  a  conference-by¬ 
conference  basis. 

The  letters  call  attention  to  a  new  se¬ 
ries  of  paintings  being  done  by  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  Wyatt,  a  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  and  artist  from  Tulia,  Texas. 

Funds  from  sales  of  prints  of  Mr.  Wy¬ 


att’s  paintings  go  to  the  UM  evangelism 
foundation,  which  in  turn  grants  money 
to  the  seminaries  to  underwrite  the  evan¬ 
gelism  professorships. 

Five  of  the  denomination’s  13  seminar¬ 
ies  have  chairs  of  evangelism.  Salaries  for 
two  of  those  are  underwritten  by  the  foun¬ 
dation  at  between  $40,000  and  $45,000  per 
year,  according  to  the  foundation’s  presi¬ 
dent,  the  Rev.  Charles  Kinder.  Dr.  Kinder 
also  said  the  other  eight  have  asked  for  as¬ 
sistance  in  establishing  evangelism  chairs. 

Mr.  Landry,  a  lifelong  Methodist,  is  a 
member  of  Highland  Park  UMC  in  Dal¬ 
las.  His  pastor,  the  Rev.  Leighton  Far- 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

Tom  Landry,  a  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  and  one  of  the  winningest  coaches 
in  professional  football  history,  has 
agreed  to  head  a  national  campaign  to 
■  support  the  United  Methodist  National 
Foundation  for  Evangelism, 
j  Funds  raised  via  the  campaign  will 
J  help  finance  chairs  of  evangelism  at 
United  Methodist  seminaries. 

Mr.  Landry,  the  only  head  coach  the 

•  Dallas  Cowboys  have  had,  met  in  his  sub- 

•  urban  office  Jan.  21  with  top  officials  of 
;  the  UM  National  Foundation  for  Evange- 


“All  of  us  remember  what  the  Sunday 
school  has  done  in  our  own  lives,”  Dr. 
Jones  said.  “We  see  it  bringing  others 
closer  to  Christ  in  this  present  day.  We 
want  to  extend  it  to  others  who  don’t 
know  Christ.” 

Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell  (Portland, 
Ore.,  Area)  told  one  rally  assembly  that 
emphasizing  the  Sunday  school  was  "an 
easily  attainable  effort  whereby  clergy 
and  laity  could  bring  people  to  Jesus 
Christ.” 

If  the  Sunday  school  grows.  Bishop 
McConnell  said,  the  whole  church  is 
guaranteed  to  grow. 

“The  Sunday  school  is  the  most  effective 
port  of  entry  into  the  church  for  those  out¬ 
side  the  church,"  the  bishop  said 

That’s  because  small,  informal  Sun¬ 
day-school  groups  allow  people  to  ques¬ 
tion  and  discuss  matters  of  faith  before 
making  a  commitment,  he  said.  That 
makes  Sunday-school  classes  particular¬ 
ly  attractive  to  people  who  may  have 
left  the  church  for  a  while. 

Bishop  McConnell  said  Sunday-school 
classes: 

•help  people  understand  themselves 
as  religious  beings  engaged  with  God  and 
shaped  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

•  open  the  Bible’s  promises  for  modern 
people. 

•  offer  values  that  guide  disciples  and 
influence  society. 

•  provide  communities  of  faith  where 
people  can  grow  in  understanding  of 
what  Christian  discipleship  means. 

When  they  weren’t  in  mass  gatherings, 
people  wearing  red  Rally  ’87  badges 
crammed  hotel  corridors  from  wall  to 
wall;  bought  T-shirts,  drinking  glasses 
and  other  souvenirs  with  the  Rally  ’87 
symbol  on  them;  packed  into  hotel  eleva¬ 
tors  like  sardines;  selected  curriculum 
materials  in  resource  sales  area;  and 
stood  in  lines  for  telephones,  elevators 
and  snacks. 


Several  Discipleship  board  officials 
said  the  number  of  people  who  wanted  to 
attended  the  Sunday-school  rally  had 
taken  them  by  surprise. 

Registration  was  capped  at  2,050,  said 
Kerry  Blackwood  of  the  Discipleship 
staff.  Around  250  additional  registration 
requests  had  to  be  refused. 

Turnout  indicates  hunger 

The  larger-than-expected  response  in¬ 
dicates  a  hunger  among  church  mem¬ 
bers  for  ways  to  strengthen  and  improve 
the  Sunday  school  as  the  place  where 
Christians  are  nurtured,  Dr.  Jones  said. 

Interest  in  the  129  “how-to”  workshop 
sessions  scheduled  between  the  mass  as¬ 
semblies  (see  related  story)  supported 
Dr.  Jones’  opinion. 

Many  people  indicated  that  the  practi¬ 
cal  tips  offered  in  the  various  sessions 
were  the  main  reasons  they  attended 
Rally  ’87. 

When  the  four  workshop  periods  start¬ 
ed,  the  halls  cleared.  People— often  in 
groups  ranging  from  around  50  to  sever¬ 
al  hundred— filled  meeting  rooms  at  the 
Hyatt  plus  nearby  First  UMC  and  the 
Hotel  Doubletree  Houston. 

A  limited,  informal  sampling  of  reac¬ 
tions  to  the  workshops  showed  that  at 
least  a  few  participants  felt  they  got 
what  they  came  for. 

Mr.  Hardeman  of  Arnold,  Mo.,  said  he 
considered  the  quality  of  leadership  and 
the  information  presented  in  the  sessions 
he  attended  “excellent.” 

"I  think  Rally  ’87  will  help  strengthen 
the  United  Methodist  Church  a  great 
deal,”  he  said. 

Miss  Arensdorf,  Sunday-school  coordi¬ 
nator  at  her  Redlands,  Calif.,  church, 
said  the  "excellent  classes”  had  given 
her  a  number  of  ideas  she  could  put  into 
practice  when  she  returned  home. 

“I’ve  really  enjoyed  myself,”  she  said. 
“I’m  glad  I  came.” 


urn  if  H 

School  of  I  ^ 
Theology  I  \  1 

Summer  School 


Academic  Credit  $168 /Quarter  Hour 
Continuing  Education  $84/CEU 
Regular  Audit  $84 /Quarter  Hour 
Special  Audit  for  Spouses  $30 

For  a  catalog  or  other  information  contact:  Of¬ 
fice  of  the  Dean,  niff  School  of  Theology,  2201  S. 
University  Blvd.,  Denver,  CO  80210 


ILIFF-AT-DENVER 

June  15-August  7 

Maurya  Morgan,  Biblical  Hebrew 
Paul  Kobelski,  New  Testament  Greek 
June  15-July  10 

Delwin  Brown,  Problems  in  Contempo¬ 
rary  Theology 
June  15-26 

David  G.  Buttrick,  NT  Rhetoric  and 
Homiletic  Theory 

Jean  D.  Clift  and  Wallace  B.  Clift,  Jour¬ 
nal  Keeping  for  Personal  Growth 
Elisabeth  G.  Gleason,  Perspectives  on 
the  Counter-Reformation 
Dennis  R.  MacDonald,  Legends  of  Paul 
in  Early  Christianity 
David  C.  Steinmetz,  The  Theology  of 
Martin  Luther 

Susan  B.  Thistlethwaite,  Inclusive  Lan¬ 
guage 

June  29-July  10 

Madeleine  Adriance,  Religion/Social 
Change  in  Latin  America 
Virginia  R.  Mollenkott,  Interaction:  The 
Bible  and  Literature  by  Women 
Paul  Murphy,  United  Methodist  Disci¬ 
pline  and  Polity 

David  L.  Petersen,  Israel’s  Prophets 
Clark  M.  Williamson,  Confronting 
Christian  Anti- Judaism 
July  13-17 

Howard  Fuller,  Daniel  O’Connor,  and 
Jane  Vennard,  The  Spiritual  Path:  Con¬ 
necting  to  God,  Self,  and  Others 
Vincent  Harding,  The  Search  for  a  Lib¬ 
eration  Spirituality 

Ronald  Lynch  and  Clarence  H.  Snelling, 
Congregational  Development  and 
Leadership 
July  20-August  14 

Dana  W.  Wilbanks,  Theological  Foun¬ 
dations  of  Christian  Ethics 


July  20-31 

Paul  D.  Hanson,  Ideals  of  Community 
in  the  Bible 

Vincent  Harding,  Black  Religion  and 

the  Freedom  Movement,  1955-65 

Paul  A.  Mickey.  Process  Perspectives 

on  Pastoral  Counseling 

Thomas  W.  Overholt,  Prophecy  in 

Cross-Cultural  Perspective 

Larry  Rasmussen,  Jesus  and  Power 

Douglas  E.  Wingeier,  the  Pastor  as 

Educator 

August  3-14 

Nancy  T.  Ammerman,  American  Fun¬ 
damentalism  in  the  1980s 
Carol  Hampton,  American  Indian  Reli¬ 
gious  Movements 

Karen  Lebacqz,  Intimacy  in  the  Parish 
Alton  Templin,  Wieman  and  Empirical 
Theology 

Edward  P.  Wimberly,  Prayer  in  Pasto¬ 
ral  Counseling 

ILIFF-AT-ASPEN 

July  6-10 

Louis  W.  Bloede,  Donald  E.  Bossart  and 
Jean  Marie  Lehtinen,  Workshop  in  Pas¬ 
toral  Supervision 
July  13-17 

Paul  Hanson  and  Larry  Rasmussen. 
The  Bible  and  Social  Ethics:  A  Conver¬ 
sation 
July  20-24 

Cornish  R.  Rogers,  Preaching  the  Book 
of  Revelation 
July  27-31 

George  E.  Tinker,  Native  American 
World  Views 
August  3-7 

Charles  S.  Milligan,  Ecology  and  Con¬ 
temporary  Faith 
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America  ‘rediscovered’  in  papers 
given,  debated  by  Hispanic  UMs 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPP1NGTON 


DALLAS— In  a  symposium  sponsored  by  Perkins  School  of  Theology’s  Hispanic  Instructors  Program,  the  Rev. 
Justo  Gonzalez  answers  a  question  concerning  his  paper,  “Towards  a  Rediscovery  of  Our  Mission.”  On  the  right 
Dalila  Cruz,  executive  director  of  the  UM  Hispanic  caucus,  serves  as  discussion  moderator.  On  the  left  are  Ernesto 
Cortez,  a  Roman  Catholic  layman  who  heads  a  political  organizing  group,  and  Nora  Boots,  an  executive  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  UM  general  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  both  of  whom  formally  responded  to  Dr.  Gonzalez's  paper . 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Almost  500  years  after  Co¬ 
lumbus  made  his  historic  voyage  to  the 
New  World,  participants  in  a  recent 
United  Methodist-sponsored  symposium 
‘‘rediscovered"  America. 

Sessions  attended  by  some  150  (the 
majority  Hispanic  United  Methodists)  re¬ 
assessed  Western  Hemisphere  history 
from  a  Hispanic  Christian  perspective. 

Topics  ranged  from  the  Hispanic  heri¬ 
tage  and  "Hispanicity”  to  the  future  for 
Hispanics  and  the  implications  both  offer 
for  Hispanic  ministry. 

Held  on  the  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  campus  Jan.  16-18,  the  sympo¬ 
sium  Was  sponsored  by  the  Hispanic 
Instructor  Program  and  the  Mexican 
American  Program  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  SMU  (see  related  story). 

The  symposium  was  the  first  of  three 
planned  to  help  the  Christian  community 
prepare  for  a  meaningful  commemora¬ 
tion  as  an  alternative  to  political  and 
commercial  exploitation  of  multination¬ 
al  celebrations  being  readied  for  the 
500th  anniversary  in  1992. 

Although  a  major  focus  was  on  the 


Perkins  has  long  history  of  training  Hispanics 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— The  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  tradition  of  training  Hispanics  for 
ministry  has  roots  more  than  50  years  old. 

Its  formal  development  dates  to  1974 
with  initiation  of  a  Mexican-American 
program. 

That  became  even  broader  in  1976  un¬ 
der  a  denomination  wide  ‘‘missional  pri¬ 
ority”  for  ethnic  minorities.  Using 
missional  priority  funds,  Perkins  began 
its  Hispanic  Instructors  Program  with 
support  from  the  denomination’s  higher 
education  and  ordained  ministry  agen¬ 
cies. 


The  instructors  program  provides 
some  30  Hispanic  clergy  and  lay  instruc¬ 
tors  who  can  be  utilized  in  teaching  and 
training  Hispanic  ministers  and  laymen. 
Instructors  from  all  regions  of  the  U.S. 
and  Puerto  Rico  serve  two-year  periods. 

The  denomination’s  “missional  priori¬ 
ty”  on  developing  and  strengthening  the 
ethnic  minority  church  recognizes  Per¬ 
kins  as  the  ongoing  center  of  Hispanic 
studies. 

Other  ethnic-minority  training  centers 
at  other  UM  seminaries  and  colleges  are: 
Asian-American,  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont,  Calif.,  multi-ethnic  interests, 


the  church  today 


University  boosts  preaching 
in  sesquicentennial  year 

GREENCASTLE,  Ind.— United 
Methodist-related  DePauw  University  is 
marking  its  sesquicentennial  during 
1987,  with  celebrations  including  ‘‘A 
Great  Day  of  Preaching”  April  1. 

Preaching  that  day  will  be  the  Rev. 
William  Willimon,  chaplain  to  UM-relat- 
ed  Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C.;  the 
Rev.  William  Sloane  Coffin,  a  United 
Church  of  Christ  and  senior  minister  at 
New  York’s  Riverside  Church,  and  Sister 
Joan  Delaplane,  an  assistant  professor  of 
homiletics  at  Aquinas  Institute  in  St. 
Louis  and  a  member  of  the  Dominican 
Order  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

‘Conservative  Christians’  favor 
attempts  to  convert  Jews 

NEW  YORK  (RNS) — A  national  sur¬ 
vey  of  1,000  “religious  conservative” 
Christians  has  found  most  believe  they 
should  try  to  convert  Jews. 

Results  of  the  survey,  which  was  de¬ 
signed  to  measure  attitudes  toward 
Jews,  were  released  by  the  Anti-Defama¬ 
tion  League  of  B’nai  B’rith. 

Fifty-nine  percent  of  those  surveyed 
agreed  that  “Jews  can  never  be  forgiven 
for  what  they  did  to  Jesus  until  they  ac¬ 
cept  him  as  the  true  savior.” 

Fifty  percent  said  Christians  should 
“actively  help  lead  Jews  to  accept  Jesus 
Christ  as  savior.” 

Pensions  officials  look 
for  South  African  steps 

PHILADELPHIA  (UMNS)— United 
Methodist  pensions  officials  joined  cor¬ 
porate  executives  and  educators  Jan.  7  in 
Philadelphia  to  discuss  how  to  help 
blacks  in  South  Africa  in  the  wake  of 
pullouts  from  that  country  by  U.S.  corpo¬ 
rations. 


Drew  University  in  Madison,  N.J.,  and 
Native  American,  Oklahoma  City  Uni¬ 
versity. 

The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  sponsors  the  centers  and  pro¬ 
vides  funding  of  approximately  $40,000 
per  year  per  center. 

In  recent  years,  at  any  given  time, 
more  students  have  been  in  training  for 
United  Methodist  Hispanic  ministry  at 
Perkins  than  at  any  other  U.S.  seminary, 
often  more  than  at  all  other  UM  semi¬ 
naries  combined. 

Perkins’  Mexican-American  Program, 
begun  in  January  1974,  is  aimed  at  the 


wider  Hispanic  constituency.  But,  as  the 
name  indicates,  Perkins  recognizes  a 
primary  responsibility  toward  the  Rio 
Grande  Conference  and  the  Mexican- 
American  community  making  up  more 
than  60  percent  of  the  Hispanic  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  Southwest. 

Perkins’  Mexican-American  and  His¬ 
panic  Instructors  programs  publish  the 
only  UM  Hispanic  theological  journal. 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
prints  and  mails  the  six-year-old  bilin¬ 
gual  quarterly,  “Apuntes,”  which  has  a 
circulation  of  some  2,500. 

—ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


The  session  was  called  by  the  Rev. 
Leon  Sullivan,  developer  of  a  set  of  prin¬ 
ciples  to  improve  the  lot  of  black  South 
African  workers  under  the  apartheid 
government  of  State  President  P.  W.  Bo¬ 
tha.  The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  has  been  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
Sullivan  Principles. 

Asian  caucus  admonished 
to  be  ‘voice’  for  refugees 

INGLEWOOD,  Calif.  (UMNS)— Asian- 
American  churches  should  be  “a  strong 
voice”  for  Indochinese  refugees,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  panel  on  refugee  ministries  that 
addressed  the  1987  National  Convocation 
of  Asian-American  United  Methodists 
here  Jan.  17. 

“Surely  you  can  offer  a  bed,  friend¬ 
ship,  a  bowl  of  rice  with  soy  sauce  to 
help  new  refugees,”  said  the  Rev.  Pame¬ 
la  Nehring,  refugee  sponsorship  develop¬ 
er  for  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief. 

Of  the  1,000  refugee  cases  accepted  by 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  each  year,  only  25  percent  have  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  sponsors,  Ms.  Nehring 
reported. 

Two  ‘mainline’  denominations 
may  relocate  in  Missouri 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— Committees  for 
two  major  Protestant  denominations 
have  selected  Missouri  cities  as  sites  for 
new  national  headquarters. 

A  site  selection  committee  for  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  announced 
Jan.  16  that  it  will  recommend  moving 
the  denomination’s  headquarters  to  Kan¬ 
sas  City.  That  same  day,  a  committee  re¬ 
searching  sites  for  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  announced  it  would  recommend 
moving  the  church’s  headquarters  to  St. 
Louis. 


Change  in  church  law  proposed 
to  relocate  youth  organization 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— A  committee  studying 
churchwide  concerns  about  United 
Methodist  youth  ministry  will  likely 
recommend  that  the  forum  for  youth 
advocacy  be  moved  from  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville  to 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  in 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

The  15-member  committee  met 
Jan.  16-18,  its  third  meeting  since  it 
was  established  in  1984,  and  moved 
laboriously  through  a  five-page  pro¬ 
posal  to  change  church  law  concern¬ 
ing  the  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization  (NYMO). 

If  approved  as  is  at  the  next  meet¬ 
ing,  the  proposal  to  the  1988  General 
Conference  will  ask  that  NYMO’s  af¬ 
filiation  and  accountability  be 
changed.  The  organization  would  then 
become  a  unit  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  (GCOM),  with  an  execu¬ 
tive  director  as  well  as  program  staff, 
and  a  youth-dominated  steering  com¬ 
mittee. 

The  organization  would  continue  its 
primary  function,  which  is  to  promote 
and  administer  the  Youth  Service  Fund. 

The  emotion-charged  debate  and 
perfecting  process  of  the  January 
meeting  lasted  for  hours,  and  splits  in 
the  group  were  generally  across  gen¬ 
erational  lines.  Youth  and  college  stu¬ 
dents— the  majority— clamored  for 
more  freedom  and  control  over 
NYMO  staff  and  projects. 

The  adults,  several  representing 
board  members  and  general  agency 


staff,  called  for  staffing  concerns  to 
be  left  in  the  hands  of  general  church 
administrators,  and  for  NYMO  to  be 
clearly  accountable  to  an  agency. 

Most  committee  members  agreed 
the  youth  ministry  organization  must 
be  given  a  clearly  defined  status  as  a 
part  of  the  national  church  structure 
to  provide  optimum  representation  of 
and  advocacy  for  United  Methodist 
youth  at  the  conference,  district  and 
local  church  levels. 

But  little  agreement  was  heard  on 
what  kind  of  relationship  with  the  na¬ 
tional  church  structure  would  be  best 
for  the  organization.  The  still-unfin¬ 
ished  proposal  is  felt  by  supporters  to 
strengthen  links  between  youth  minis¬ 
try  and  all  general  agencies  of  the 
church  by  mandating  membership  of 
a  board  or  staff  member  from  each. 

Under  current  church  law,  the 
NYMO  steering  committee— which 
operates  between  the  biennial  nation¬ 
al  convocations— is  composed  of  24 
youth,  a  conference  youth  coordinator 
from  each  jurisdiction,  a  bishop  elect¬ 
ed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops,  four 
staff  members  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  (GBOD)  and  either  a 
board  or  staff  member  from  each  of 
the  Boards  of  Church  and  Society  and 
Global  Ministries  and  Commissions  of 
Religion  and  Race  and  Status  and 
Role  of  Women. 

This  study  and  reevaluation  of 
youth  ministry  concerns  came  after  a 
1983  battle  between  NYMO  and  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 


UM  Asian  caucus  begins 
bridging  ‘bruising’  gaps 


past,  Dr.  Marta  Sotomayor’s  paper  on 
“The  Future  for  Hispanics”  was  the  only 
one  to  receive  a  standing  ovation. 

Relying  heavily  on  statistical  data,  Dr. 
Sotomayor,  the  only  woman  presenter,  dis¬ 
cussed  ideological  currents  that  “strongly 
influence  present-day  events  . . .  and  will 
inevitably  influence  future  events.” 

Dr.  Sotomayor,  head  of  the  National 
Hispanic  Council  on  Aging,  warned  that 
demographic  changes  are  moving  Ameri¬ 
ca  toward  "a  society  in  which  stratifica¬ 
tion  occurs  along  age  and  ethnic  lines, 
simply  because  one  ethnic  group  is  older 
and  one  ethnic  group  is  younger,  and  be¬ 
cause  these  two  groups  are  so  fundamen¬ 
tally  different  in  culture,  language,  history 
and,  thus,  in  political  involvement.” 

A  white  population  that  is  close  to  zero 
in  population  growth  and  rapidly  becom¬ 
ing  older  contrasts  to  the  younger,  more 
recently  immigrated  Hispanic  population 
with  a  high  fertility  rate,  she  noted. 

“Just  as  immigrants  from  the  19th  and 
20th  centuries  defined  the  American  char¬ 
acter  in  the  latter  20th  century,  so  the 
most  recent  immigrants  and  ethnic  groups 
will  define  the  American  character  in  the 
21st  century,”  Dr.  Sotomayor  said. 

In  a  paper  on  “rediscovering”  the  His¬ 
panic  mission,  the  Rev.  Justo  Gonzalez, 
seminary  professor  and  author,  gave  a  dis¬ 
cussion-provoking  image  of  Hispanics  as 
“bridge  people,”  citizens  of  this  country 
with  “profound  cultural,  historical  and 
emotional  ties  with  other  countries.” 

“We  probably  understand  the  North 
American  ethos,  its  myths  and  dreams, 
better  than  most  Latin  Americans;  and 
we  certainly  understand  the  Latin  Amer¬ 
ican  dreams  and  struggle  better  than 
most  North  Americans.  No  matter  where 
we  live,  we  are  a  border  people,”  Dr. 


Gonzalez  said. 

That  border,  he  continued,  is  between 
one  of  the  richest  countries  of  the  world 
and  some  very  poor  countries,  between 
English  and  Spanish,  between  desperate 
poverty  and  superfluous  affluence. 

“Our  mission,  God’s  mission,  requires 
that  we  be  a  Spanish-speaking  church 
because  Spanish  is  the  language  of  a 
large  impoverished  community  around  us, 
and  because  it  is  to  that  community  that 
our  mission  leads  us,”  Dr.  Gonzalez  said. 

Introspective,  self-critical  examina¬ 
tion  and  acceptance  of  responsibility  in 
the  church  for  the  system  and  institu¬ 
tions  gave  the  symposium  significance 
beyond  the  Hispanic  church  to  the 
church  at  large,  said  the  Rev.  David  Mal¬ 
donado,  professor  of  church  and  society 
at  Perkins. 

In  addition  to  asking  “Who  are  we?” 
and  “What  is  our  ministry?”  Dr.  Mal¬ 
donado  said,  the  symposium  pointed  out 
the  need  to  join  ecumenically  in  defining 
and  developing  a  national  plan  for  His¬ 
panic  ministry. 

Demographic  facts  cited  in  the  papers 
and  their  implications  for  Hispanic  min¬ 
istry  and  mission  should  be  of  much  con¬ 
cern  not  only  to  the  UMC  but  to  all 
Protestants,  said  the  Rev.  Guillermo 
Chavez,  an  executive  of  the  UM  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

“I  think  historically  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  made  the  mistake 
of  always  being  on  the  reacting  side  of 
the  wall.  We  (Hispanics  at  the  sympo¬ 
sium)  have  offered  the  church  the  chance 
to  be  on  the  planning  side  of  demograph¬ 
ic  changes.  The  church  should  be  more 
involved  and  aware  of  what  is  taking 
place,”  Dr.  Chavez  told  the  Reporter. 


UMs  on  mission  study 
witness  Filipino  riots 


From  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 

Two  United  Methodists  on  a  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries-related  mis¬ 
sion  trip  to  the  Philippines  witnessed 
demonstrations  in  Manila  last  week 
which  resulted  in  deaths  of  12  Filipinos. 

Ruth  Harris,  executive  secretary  of 
global  justice  ministries  in  the  board’s 
World  Division,  and  Pat  Callbeck  Harper, 
chairperson  of  the  Committee  on  Social 
Relations  in  the  Women’s  Division,  were 
watching  the  protesters  march  to  the 
presidential  palace  to  talk  about  land  re¬ 
form  when  the  shots  broke  out,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Charles  Germany,  an  execu¬ 
tive  in  the  World  Division. 

Dr.  Germany  spoke  with  Ms.  Harris  by 
phone  several  hours  after  the  melee. 

"(Ms.  Harris  and  Ms.  Harper)  had  a 
break  in  their  schedule  and  decided  to  go  to 
downtown  Manila  to  observe  the  march 
when  they  found  themselves  caught  up  in 
the  riot  situation,”  he  said.  The  women 
were  “close  observers,”  he  said,  but 
were  not  fired  upon. 

Dr.  Germany  said  Ms.  Harris  told  him 
she  was  shocked  by  the  unnecessary  vio¬ 
lence. 

“She  said  the  farmers  were  not  armed 
beyond  wooden  clubs  and  the  soldiers 
fired  on  the  farmers  without  adequate 
provocation.”  Philippine  military  offi¬ 
cials  had  claimed  that  the  farmers  were 
armed. 

The  two  women  were  part  of  an  ecu¬ 
menical  study  team  traveling  in  the  Phil¬ 
ippines.  The  team  had  been  organized  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
U.S.A.  and  Agricultural  Missions,  Inc.,  a 
U.S.-based  mission  agency. 


Agricultural  Mission  is  concerned  with 
agriculture  and  rural  life  in  the  Third 
World  and  the  group  is  there  studying  the 
condition  of  rural  life  in  the  Philippines, 
Dr.  Germany  said. 

A  United  Church  of  Christ  minister 
also  at  the  riot  scene,  the  Rev.  Neil  Rich¬ 
ards,  said,  "The  military  had  lined  up 
prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  marchers  at 
the  historic  Mendiola  Bridge,  armed  with 
rifles,  machine  guns,  tear  gas  and  fire 
trucks  with  water  cannons.” 

Two  unidentified  members  of  the 
study  group  who  also  saw  the  shooting 
said  they  saw  a  military  officer  give  the 
order  to  fire  into  the  crowds,  a  press  re¬ 
lease  from  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  said. 

Shortly  after  the  incident,  Ms.  Harris 
and  Ms.  Harper  went  to  the  U.S.  Embas: 
sy  and  spoke  with  officials  there  about 
the  incident,  Dr.  Germany  said. 

“We  are  happy  to  note,  however,  that 
President  Aquino  ordered  a  separate  in¬ 
vestigation”  into  the  outbreak,  Dr.  Ger¬ 
many  added. 

Other  United  Methodists  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  study  group  were:  Carolyn  Oehler, 
council  director  of  the  Northern  Illinois 
Annual  Conference;  Ruby  Lee  Addison,  a 
college  professor  from  Clemson,  S.C.;  the 
Rev.  Willis  Goodwin,  also  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina;  Barbara  Weaver  of  the  Global  Min¬ 
istries  staff  and  the  Rev.  David  Williams, 
working  with  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  staff. 

The  study  group  plans  to  continue  its 
trip  as  planned,  Dr.  Germany  said,  and  is 
scheduled  to  return  to  the  U.S.  Feb.  1. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


United  Methodist  Reporter 
fills  two  editorial  positions 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 

$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 

TRINITY  UMC,  3321  West  Park  Row.  Arlington. 

TX  76013,  (817)  274-1345,  4  double  nursery  cribs 
with  storage  space  $300.  Upright  piano  $50.  j 

on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

CHURCH  ORGANIST/CHOIR  DIRECTOR.  Want¬ 
ed:  An  enthusiastic,  creative,  alive  Christian. 
Someone  interested  in  sacred,  contemporary,  and 
gospel  music.  Rejuvenate  adult  choir;  develop 
youth  choir.  Salary  negotiable.  Call  (617)  234-2275 
or  write:  R.A.  Davis.  71  Linwood  Avenue,  Whitins- 
ville,  MA  01588. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  NEEDED 

in  team  ministry,  emphasis  on  youth,  congregation 
of  1100,  fine  physical  plant,  strong  music  and  edu¬ 
cation  programs,  city  of  800,000,  salary  opea  Send 
resume  to:  Chairperson  of  PPRC,  4807  Roosevelt 
Blvd.,  Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Conference  Treasurer 
and  Director  of  Administrative  Services  in  the  Cal- 
ifornia-Nevada  Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  For  more  information  contact: 
Search  Committee,  CFA;  Califomia-Nevada  Annu¬ 
al  Conference;  PO  Box  467;  San  Francisco,  CA 
94101.  Application  deadline  is  March  16, 1987 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Youth /Education  Direc¬ 

tor,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  212  Broad 
Street.  DeRidder,  Louisiana  70634.  For  informa¬ 
tion  write:  Search  Committee  or  call  (318)  463- 
4491. 

AFRICAN  INSTITUTE.  Notre  Dame  s  eighteenth 

ecumenical  training  program  for  Christians  pre¬ 
paring  to  serve  in  Africa.  8  June  -  1  July.  1987.  In- 
formatioa  Professor  Peter  Walshe,  Department  of 
Government,  University  of  Notre  Dame,  IN  46556. 
Phone:  (219)  232-0743  or  239-7312. 

VISIT  CHINA.  HONG  KONG  AND  Tokyo.  18  days. 

May  29-June  15.  1987.  $2863.  Ten  cities  in  China. 
For  brochure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission, 
Box  1058,  Clarks  Mills.  PA  16114  (412)  253-2216. 

DISCOUNTED  10%  SPRINGTIME  CRUISE 

March  15-22.  4  ports  of  call.  Limited  space!  Carib- 
bean  For  reservations  contact:  Rev.  Gaither  Day, 
PO  Box  308,  Sulphur  Springs,  TX  75482.  Phone: 
(214)  885-3672  or  toll  free:  1-800-442-1115. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  Rolling 

Ridge  United  Methodist  Conference  Center.  North 
Andover,  MA  Responsibilities  include  manage¬ 
ment  of  all  program,  personnel,  property,  publici¬ 
ty,  and  financial  matters.  This  full-time  position 
available,  June  L  1987  We  are  an  equal  opportuni¬ 
ty  employer  Send  resume,  including  salary  histo¬ 
ry,  by  February  15,  to  Bert  Whittier,  Chair, 
Personnel  Committee,  31  Hawley  Road,  Melrose. 
MA  02176. 

TOUR  IRELAND-SCOTLAND  with  Wally  and 

Stell  Chappell.  Pastor.  Cochran  Chapel  UMC,  Dal¬ 
las.  June  29- July  14  Motorcoach  five  days  to  Irish 
sights,  six  days  circling  Scotland,  one  day  in  Lon¬ 
don-  Good  Price,  accomodations;  great  hosts  and 
guide.  (214)  357-3582;  4039  Killion,  Dallas.  TX 
75229 

CAMPUS  MINISTER.  Director  of  United  Campus 

Christian  Ministry  Board  (a  combined  ministry  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ,  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  (USA)  at  the 
University  of  California,  Santa  Cruz  and  Cabrillo 
College.  Beginning  July  1,  1987.  For  detailed  infor¬ 
mation  write:  Search  Committee,  UCCM,  C/O  Bar¬ 
ry  Scott,  350  Mission  Street,  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060. 

DIRECTOR.  UNITED  METHODIST  BORDER 

Ministry  Inc.  (funding  pending).  Coordinate  Out¬ 
reach  Ministries  of  the  Hispanic/ Anglo  United 
Methodist  churches,  border  area-  Laredo  to 
Brownsville,  TX.  must  be  bi-lingual/  have  public 
relations/organizing/fund  raising  skills,  knowl¬ 
edge  doctrine /structure  UMC;  knowledge  presen¬ 
ce/history  UMC  in  Rio  Grande  Valley; 
commitment  to  address  area  socio-economic  reali¬ 
ties.  Salary  negotiable.  Resume  by  February  18: 
Dr.  David  Alvirez,  1019  S.  14th  St.,  Edinburg,  TX 
78539.  j 

WANTED  CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  congrega¬ 
tion  of  1,500  members  and  growing.  Send  resume 
to  Orange  Park  United  Methodist  Church,  2063 
Park  Avenue,  Orange  Park,  FL  32073.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  MINISTRIES 
WANTED:  Someone  with  skills  in  developing  and 

NEED  MONEY  FOR  COLLEGE?  GRAD 
SCHOOL?  We  help  find  sources  you  never  thought 
of.  Higher  Education  Resource  Services  (800)  872- 
1221  (ext.  6089)  Box  455,  Manor,  PA  15665. 

Implementing  programs  of  Christian  ministry  and 
outreach  for  children  and  families  with  children. 
Please  send  resume  to  P.O.  Box  628,  Rome,  GA 
30161. 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

INGLEWOOD,  Calif.— Unity  won’t 
come  overnight. 

But  the  National  Convocation  of  Asian- 
American  United  Methodists  Jan.  16-19 
began  “bridging  the  gap”  among  various 
Asian  caucuses  with  their  diverse  lan¬ 
guages,  cultures  and  religious  back¬ 
grounds. 

Remembering  the  bruising  election  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  National  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Asian-American  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  1985,  in  which  the  caucuses  vied 
for  power,  the  executive  committee 
elected  new  officers  before  the  approxi¬ 
mately  400  convocation  participants  as¬ 
sembled. 

The  results  were  announced  by  outgo¬ 
ing  chairperson,  the  Rev.  Sivaji  Subra- 
maniam  of  Spring  Valley,  Ohio. 

The  Rev.  Hae-Jong  Kim,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  in  Northern  New  Jersey, 
told  United  Methodist  News  Service: 
“Everyone  agreed  this  meeting  was  not 
as  divisive  as  the  last  one,  [where]  a  new 
constitution  and  board  of  directors  were 
inaugurated.”  That  meeting  resulted  in  a 
power  struggle  and  misunderstandings, 
he  added. 

Chairperson  Subramaniam  said  a  new 
era  has  begun. 

“We  confessed  our  mistakes  and  will 
move  on  from  there.  We  won’t  talk  about 
which  caucus  has  the  largest  and  which 
the  smallest  delegation.” 

Convocation  planners  worked  hard  to 
bring  about  the  new  spirit.  The  theme  of 
the  meeting  was  “Unity  in  Christ:  Pas¬ 
sage  to  the  Future.” 

Worship  speakers  and  Bible  study 


leaders  quoted  Paul’s  letters  to  the  early 
church,  stressing  that  “all  are  one  in 
Christ.” 

Speeches  of  Bishop  Roy  Sano  of  the 
Denver  Area,  the  Rev.  Lloyd  Wake  of 
San  Francisco,  the  Rev.  Rod  Estrada  of 
Daly  City,  Calif.,  and  the  Rev.  Peter  Sun 
of  Bethesda,  Md.,  underlined  the  need  for 
Asian  caucuses  to  put  aside  “exclusi- 
vism”  and  ethnocentrism  and  become  a 
loving,  caring,  nurturing  community. 

A  new  group  recognized  at  this  convo¬ 
cation  was  the  Indochinese  caucus,  com¬ 
posed  of  Vietnamese,  Cambodian  and 
Hmong  (Laotian)  Christians  living  in  this 
country.  Two  of  their  pastors  brought  re¬ 
ports  on  Indochinese  refugees. 

The  caucus  also  brought  a  series  of 
resolutions  seeking  aid  for  struggling 
Vietnamese  congregations,  Indochinese 
refugees  on  the  Thai  border  and  Hmong 
refugees  in  the  United  States. 

Other  resolutions  included: 

•a  unanimous  endorsement  of  the 
Rev.  Hae-Jong  Kim’s  candidacy  for  bish¬ 
op  in  1988; 

•  a  plea  to  retain  the  so-called  Korean 
Creed  in  the  new  hymnal; 

•  a  pledge  to  support  peace  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  in  the  Philippines,  opposing  ac¬ 
tions  to  further  militarize  that  country 
and  pledging  to  seek  a  U.S.-Filipino  rela¬ 
tionship  respecting  the  desires  of  the 
Filipino  people  on  U.S.  aid; 

•  a  call  to  redress  wrongs  done  Japa¬ 
nese- Americans  in  World  War  II ; 

•  a  call  to  repeal  Japan’s-Alien  Regis¬ 
tration  Law  and  renew  visas  for  those 
denied  them. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— Two  vacancies  on  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter  editorial  staff 
have  been  filled  effective  Feb.  1. 

Joining  the  staff  then  will  be  Associate 
Editor  Glen  Larum  of  Fort  Stockton, 
Texas,  and  Staff  Writer  Denise  Stovall  of 
Atlanta,  Georgia. 

They  fill  vacancies  created  by  resigna¬ 
tions  of  Staff  Writer  Sheron  Patterson 
and  Associate  Editor  Roy  Howard  Beck 
Their  hirings  were  announced  by  the 
newspaper’s  editor  and  general  manag¬ 
er,  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
following  an  extensive  national  search. 

Mr.  Larum  has  been  managing  editor 
of  the  “Fort  Stockton  Pioneer,”  a  twice- 
weekly  newspaper,  since  1980.  Since  1979 
he  has  won  no  fewer  than  two  awards  an¬ 
nually  from  the  Texas  Press  Association 
and  the  West  Texas  Press  Association, 
including  “general  excellence”  awards 
for  writing  and  specialized  awards  for 
editorials,  sports  reporting  and  personal 
columns. 

Mr.  Larum,  38,  is  a  native  of  Montana 
and  a  graduate  of  Western  Montana  Col¬ 
lege.  He  is  an  active  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Stock- 
ton  and  a  former  city  councilman  in  that 
county-seat  town  of  10,000  population. 

Mr.  Larum’s  wife,  Pat,  is  working  on  a 
master’s  degree  in  psychology  at  the 
University  of  Texas-Arlington. 

Ms.  Stovall  is  a  journalism  graduate 
from  United  Methodist-related  Clark 
College  in  Atlanta.  She  also  has  done 
graduate  study  at  the  University  of 
Georgia. 

Her  graduate  studies  were  financed  in 
part  by  the  Stoody-West  Fellowship, 
awarded  to  one  person  annually  by  the 
United  Methodist  General  Commission 


Glen  Larum 


Denise  Stovall 


on  Communications  based  on  national 
competition. 

Ms.  Stovall  has  been  a  publications 
editor  for  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Atlanta  since  1985  and,  before  that,  spent 
four  years  as  public  information  officer 
and  advisor  to  the  school  newspaper  at 
Clark  College. 

Her  husband,  the  Rev.  Charles  Stovall, 
is  a  United  Methodist  pastor  in  Atlanta 
and  a  member  of  the  North  Georgia  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Dr.  Dunnam  said  both  Mr.  Larum  and 
Ms.  Stovall  were  “the  clear  best  choices” 
among  many  applicants  for  the  two  posi¬ 
tions.  He  noted  that  the  two  bring  the 
editorial  staff  to  its  full  complement  for 
the  first  time  in  several  months. 

Managing  Editor  John  A.  Lovelace  said 
Mr.  Larum  and  Ms.  Stovall  are  expected 
to  participate  in  the  Reporter’s  coverage 
of  United  Methodist  general-church  agen¬ 
cies’  annual  meetings  this  spring  and  in 
other  daily,  weekly  and  long-term  news 
assignments  immediately. 

Ms.  Patterson  resigned  last  September  to 
pursue  master  of  divinity  studies  at  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas.  Mr.  Beck 
resigned  earlier  this  month  to  accept  a  dai¬ 
ly  newspaper  post  in  Washington. 
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FEBRUARY  6,  1987 


‘Getting  Your  Message  Across’ 

A  Communications  Skills  Workshop 

led  by  Cindy  Burbach 


Ruston. 


Wednesday,  February  18 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
1000  W.  Woodward  Ave. 

9:30  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

$10  registration  fee  due  by  Feb.  11 


Baton  Rouge: 


Wednesday,  March  4 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Corner  of  North  &  East  Boulevards 
9:30a.m.  -4:00p.m. 

$10  registration  due  by  Feb.  24 


Che  Bishop ’s 
Corner 

‘Communication’ 


Even  in  this  technological  age  clear 
communication  is  very  difficult.  Cler¬ 
gy,  especially,  understand  that  they 
are  often  misunderstood  and  misquot¬ 
ed.  We  think  we  know  what  we  say 
but  the  listener  hears  something  en¬ 
tirely  different. 

It  happens  between  parents  and 
children,  between  husbands  and 
wives,  between  employer  and  em¬ 
ployees,  and  between  friends.  Our 
words  are  sometimes  fuzzy  in  their 
meaning  or  unclear  in  their  connota¬ 
tion. 

If  we  are  to  be  better  communica¬ 
tors,  we  need  to  work  at  the  job  of  be¬ 
ing  simple,  clear,  precise,  and 
succinct. 

There  is  another  kind  of  communi¬ 
cation  represented  in  the  lx>uisiana 
United  Methodist  newspaper.  In  it  we 
find  national,  state,  local  and  district 


news  of  particular  interest  to  United 
Methodists.  We  become  more  knowl¬ 
edgeable  about  what  is  going  on  in 
our  Church.  We  become  more  insight¬ 
ful  into  the  theological  pluralism  and 
diversities  which  ought  to  unite  us 
even  further.  It  enables  us  to  “keep 
up”  with  what  is  happening  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  in  other 
denominations  around  the  world. 

It  would  be  especially  helpful  if  ev¬ 
ery  official  of  every  local  church  in 
Louisiana  received  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  newspaper. 

I  urge  you  to  assist  in  making  that 
possible.  Whether  you  are  clergy  or 
laity,  take  some  leadership  in  your  lo¬ 
cal  church  to  encourage  subscribers. 


General  Conference  Pages, 
Marshals  being  sought 


United  Methodists  wanting  to  serve  as 
pages  and  marshals  at  the  1988  General 
Conference  April  26-May  6,  1988,  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  have  been  invited  to  sub¬ 
mit  applications. 

Both  clergy  and  laity  are  eligible  for 
the  approximately  150  posts  open.  Pages 
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Conference  Calendar 

February 

Louisiana  United  Methodist  Subscription  Campaign  begins 

Ministers’  Week,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist  University, 

Dallas,  Texas 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  Executive  Committee  Meeting,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas,  Texas 

Laity  Week,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist  University, 
Dallas,  Texas 

Board  of  Church  &  Society  Meeting 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  Lab  I  Training  Program,  North  Baton 
Rouge  Church 

My  Job  Training  Event,  Lake  Charles  District 
My  Job  Training  Event,  Shreveport  District 
My  Job  Training  Event,  Ruston  District 

Meeting  of  Pastors  of  Large-Sized  Churches,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

My  Job  Training  Event,  Monroe  District 

My  Job  Training  Event,  Alexandria  District 

UMW  Executive  Committee  Meeting,  Alexandria 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  Lab  I  Training  Program,  North  Baton 

Rouge  Church 

Cabinet  Meeting,  San  Luis  Hotel,  Galveston,  Texas  (begins  at  8  p.m.  on  15th; 
closes  4  p.m.  on  17th) 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Budget  Hearings,  First  Church,  Alexandria, 
9  a.m.-4  p.m.) 

Good  Samaritan  Committee  Meeting,  First  Church,  Pineville,  11  a.m. 
Communications  Workshop  for  Pastors,  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  9:30  a.m. -4 
p.m. 

Confirmation  Training,  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District,  Istrouma  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  (begins  4  p.m.  on  20th;  closes  mid-afternoon  on  21st) 

Senior  High  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
EMLC  Meeting,  Newman  Church,  Alexandria 

Legislative  Liaison  Committee  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  10  a.m. -3 
p.m. 

Pre-Marital  Counseling  Workshop,  Camp  Istrouma,  (begins  3  p.m.  on  24th; 
closes  3:30  p.m.  on  25th) 

Lay  Academy,  Shreveport  District 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Budget  Meeting,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton 
Rouge 


Appointment  Changes 


Correction 

It  was  incorrectly  reported  in  a 
recent  issue  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  that  Rev.  Nathaniel  P. 
Williams  has  died.  It  should  have 
stated  that  it  was  his  wife,  Allie  Mae 
Williams  who  died  on  January  1, 
1987.  We  regret  that  this  error  was 
made. 


Deaths 

Rev.  George  D.  York,  retired  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  on  Jan.  28, 1987. 

Rev.  Otis  W.  Spines,  retired  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  on  Jan.  28, 1987. 

Rev.  Daniel  William  Poole,  re¬ 
tired  minister  of  the  Louisiana  Con- 
frence,  died  on  Jan.  29, 1987. 


New  Congregation  Organized  in  New  Orleans/Houma  District 


and  marshals  serve  at  their  own  ex¬ 
pense,  but  an  offering  is  taken  to  help  de¬ 
fray  their  expenses.  Applications  should 
be  sent  to  the  Rev.  F.  Rossing  Smith,  705 
N.E.  Vanda  Terado,  Jensen  Beach,  Fla. 
33457.  Those  chosen  will  be  notified  in 
late  1987. 


Over  75  persons  were  received  into  the  membership  of  the  church  the  first  Sun¬ 
day  that  the  charter  membership  was  opened. 

St.  Andrew’s  Church  Gets  Christmas  Gift 

On  Sun.,  Dec.  21,  1986,  during  the 
morning  worship  service,  Rick 
Crawford  representing  the  St.  Andrew’s 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge,  received  the  gift  of  a  Baldwin  or¬ 
gan  from  the  Live  Oak  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Watson.  Carol  Justice,  the  or¬ 
ganist  at  Live  Oak  church,  made  the  pre¬ 
sentation. 

The  Live  Oak  church  recently  ac¬ 
quired  a  new  Allen  organ  which  was  ded¬ 
icated  on  Sun.,  Nov.  23.  At  the  annual 
church  conference  on  Nov.  24,  the  church 
voted  to  give  the  Baldwin  organ  to  the  St. 
Andrew  church  which  was  in  great  need 
of  an  organ.  The  organ  had  been  ac¬ 
quired  through  memorial  gifts  and  had 
been  in  service  for  the  Lord  for  many 
years.  This  was  a  way  to  keep  it  in  the 
service  of  the  Lord  and  to  invest  in  the 
future  of  a  new  congregation. 

Centenary  Choir  Positions  Available 
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Rev.  Dick  Humphries,  pastor,  and  Dr. 
George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.,  District  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  New  Orleans/Houma 
District  presided  at  the  charge  confer¬ 
ence  of  the  newly  formed  St.  Charles 
United  Methodist  Church. 


The  year  1987  saw  the  beginning  of  a 
new  United  Methodist  church  for  Louisi¬ 
ana  as  some  140  persons  gathered  at  a 
day  care  center  for  the  birthing  of  a  new 
congregation. 

The  worship  service  was  conducted  by 
Rev.  Dick  Humphries,  pastor,  with  Dr. 
Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  Director,  delivering  the 
sermon.  Following  the  worship  service, 
Dr.  George  G.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.,  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  New  Orleans/Houma 
District,  conducted  the  charge  confer¬ 
ence,  at  which  time  the  charter  member¬ 
ship  was  opened  and  76  persons  were 
received  into  membership.  The  new 
church  was  officially  organized  and  the 
people  chose  as  their  church’s  name  “St. 
Charles  United  Methodist  Church.” 

This  growing  congregation  is  located 
in  the  Ormond  area  of  New  Orleans, 
about  five  miles  southeast  of  the  Greater 
New  Orleans  airport.  Approximately 
three  acres  of  property  on  Ormond  Bou¬ 
levard  have  been  given  to  the  church  by 
the  Louisiana  Committee  on  Church  Ex¬ 
tension  as  a  permanent  home  for  this 
church. 

The  membership  will  soon  be  giving 
consideration  to  the  type  of  permanent 
facilities  they  will  erect  on  their  new 
property. 


Rally  ’87  Described  as  ‘Successful’ 


The  Centenary  College  Choir  is  now  in 
the  process  of  choosing  a  pianist  and 
twelve  singers  for  this  world  famous 
group.  Auditions  are  being  held  now 
through  the  end  of  March  for  the  Fall 
1987  school  term. 

Dr.  Will  Andress,  the  choir  director, 
says  he  is  looking  for  an  accompanist 
with  six  to  ten  years  of  piano  background 
including  piano  lessons  and  accompany¬ 
ing  experience  at  church  or  school.  Some 
sight  reading  skill  is  also  expected. 

Singers  re  needed  in  all  sections.  The 
singers  need  not  be  soloists  but  have 
good  blendable  voices,  outgoing  person¬ 
alities,  some  choral  experience,  and  a 
desire  to  be  a  part  of  this  hard-working, 
world-traveling  choir. 

Members  of  the  choir  need  not  be  mu¬ 
sic  majors.  In  fact,  the  largest  represen¬ 
tation  in  the  choir  comes  from  the 


business,  accounting,  and  religion  de¬ 
partments  respectively. 

Outstanding  scholarships  are  available 
to  members  of  the  choir.  These  cover  up 
to  one-fourth  tuition  in  addition  to  other 
financial  aid  provided  by  the  college. 

The  choir  gives  an  average  of  70  per¬ 
formances  each  year  including  dozens  of 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
This  is  in  addition  to  numerous  other 
concerts  in  the  United  States  and  tours  to 
other  countries.  The  major  tour  of  1987 
will  be  a  record  setting  “Around  the 
World  Tour”  set  for  this  June. 

Young  people  wishing  to  set  up  an  au¬ 
dition  with  Dr.  Andress  should  write  to 
him  in  care  of  the  college  or  telephone 
(318)  424-4373. 

Church  leaders  are  urged  to  make  this 
information  available  to  their  young  peo¬ 
ple  with  choir  potential. 


Rally  ’87,  the  national  conference  for 
clergy  and  lay,  on  strengthening  the 
United  Methodist  Church  through  the 
Sunday  School,  is  over,  but  the  impact  of 
the  conference  remains  to  be  seen.  It  is 
hoped  that  new  Sunday  School  classes 
will  be  started  all  over  the  United  States 
and  that  the  results  will  be  very  encour¬ 
aging. 

Held  in  Houston  on  Jan.  23-25,  Rally 
’87  was  attended  by  over  2,300  United 
Methodists  from  all  over  the  continental 
United  States  who  were  eager  to  learn 
how  to  develop  healthy,  growing  Sunday 
School  programs. 

The  gathering  included  129  workshops 
on  virtually  every  type  of  Sunday  School 
class  for  every  age  group  and  were  led 
by  some  of  the  most  competent  and 
knowledgeable  persons  in  the  field  of 
Christian  education.  It  is  highly  believed 
by  clergy  members  such  as  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood  and  lay  alike,  that  the 
Sunday  morning  classes  are  a  major  key 
to  strengthening  and  enlarging  their 
churches,  and  stopping  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  decline. 

This  strategy  has  worked  for  Louisi¬ 
ana  where  about  700  new  Sunday  School 


classes  have  been  started  since  1984. 
This  is  credited  as  being  the  basis  for  the 
area’s  first  net  growth  in  membership  in 
three  years.  Bishop  Underwood  is  hoping 
Rally  ’87  will  lead  to  the  start  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  new  Sunday  School  classes  and 
will  help  turn  around  the  20-year  mem¬ 
bership  decline  in  the  9.2  million-mem¬ 
ber  United  Methodist  Church. 

“Those  attending  the  Rally  viewed  it 
as  highly  successful,”  said  Dr.  John  Bra¬ 
den,  a  member  of  the  design  team  for  the 
meeting  and  the  Louisiana  Conference’s 
Director  of  Education  Ministries.  He 
continued  by  saying,  “Some  of  the  high 
points  of  the  Rally  were  the  introduction 
of  the  leadership  for  the  weekend, 
networking,  viewing  new  resources,  es¬ 
pecially  Disciple,  an  innovative  Bible 
study  resource,  and  the  nationwide  tele¬ 
cast  to  an  estimated  10,000  viewers. 

A  video  of  the  Saturday  telecast  is 
available  through  the  Conference  Audio- 
Visual  Library. 

Follow-up  events  of  Rally  ’87  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  announced 
later  by  the  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries. 


May  1-3 


UMM  Schedules  Meeting 


Bishop  Walter  Underwood  announces  the  following  changes  in  appointments  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference: 

Effective  January  1,  Rev.  Dan  C.  Simon,  Porbationary  Member,  from  Mt.  Pleasant 
Valley-Mt.  Zion-Bonchest-St.  Matthew  Charge  in  the  Shreveport  District  to  Metropol¬ 
itan  Ministries,  New  Orleans  and  the  Thomas-Hahnville,  St.  James  Charge  in  the 
New  Orleans/Houma  District. 

Effective  January  15,  Rev.  Guy  E.  West,  Jr.  will  assume  the  pastorate  of  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  in  the  New  Orleans/Slidell  district  and  con¬ 
tinue  his  work  with  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Probe  Ministry,  also  in  the  New  Or¬ 
leans/Slidell  district. 

Effective  February  1,  Rev.  John  Wesley  Guyre,  Associate  Pastor  from  the  Iowa, 
First-Hayes  Charge  in  the  Lake  Charles  District  to  the  Wisner-Boeuf  Prairie  Charge 
in  the  Monroe  District. 

Rev.  Mark  B.  Benge,  Sr.,  Elder  in  Full  Connection  from  the  Wisner-Boeuf  Prairie 
Charge  in  the  Monroe  District  to  the  Iowa,  First-Hayes  Charge  in  the  Lake  Charles 
District.  This  appointment  was  effective  February  1. 


Pre-Marital  Counseling  Workshop 

C.E.U.  CREDIT  ! 

Ministers-.  Take  this  opportunity  to 
enhance  your  ministry  in.  the.  vital  area  oj 
marriage  preparation  and.  marital  relations. 
Participate,  in  the. 

.  'Pte  -  fiatita-L _ 


Counseling 
^Ju/otkshep 
At  Camp  Istrouma,  led  by  Brady  Forman, 
3 '00  p.m.,  Tuesday.,  February  24tl i,  1987 
to  3:30  p.m., Wednesday,  February  25th.. 
cost  t  ZO.OO 

'Participants  wilt  be  amarded one  CE.U.  Credit. 

TOPICS  ;  fhe  premarital  conference  - 
Grounds  for  marriage  —  Expectations,  ideas  and 
beliefs  about  marriage  —  Sex:  in  marriage  — 
Communication  in  marriage  -  Biblical  meaning  -for 
marriage  —  Liturgy  and  ceremony  of  marriage  — 
Designing  t/our  cum  premar/ 'fat  conference,  program.. 


Name 

Registration  Form 

Address 

City 

Church 

- District 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
United  Methodist  Men’s  Congress  have 
planned  their  annual  meeting  for  the 
weekend  of  May  1-3,  1987  at  the  Lake- 
view  United  Methodist  Assembly  in  Pal¬ 
estine,  Tex.  The  theme  for  the 
conference  is  “Skilled  Labor  for  the  Mas¬ 
ter.” 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  meeting 
is  Dr.  James  B.  Buskirk,  Senior  Pastor  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tulsa,  Okla.  Dr.  Zan  W.  Holmes,  Jr.,  As¬ 
sociate  Professor  of  Preaching  at  the 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  pastor  of 
St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 


Dallas,  will  lead  the  Bible  study  time. 

Furthermore,  the  workshops  that  have 
been  planned  will  be  led  by  national 
United  Methodist  leaders  include:  “Get¬ 
ting  Men  Off  the  Pew,”  “Volunteer  in 
Mission,”  and  “A  Spiritual  Journey  for 
Men.” 

Registration  cost  for  the  three-day 
conference  is  $50  and  is  due  along  with  a 
registration  form  by  April  1, 1987.  Reser¬ 
vation  applications  may  be  obtained  by 
contacting  either  Ofney  Ellis,  7940 
Jefferson  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70809 
or  Bob  Sides,  104  Chickasaw  Rd.,  La¬ 
fayette,  La.  70501. 
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Louisiana  United  Methodist 

Of  Course! 

Subscription  Form 

Yes,  I  want  to  subscribe  to  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist.  Here  is  my  $10 
annual  subscription  fee. 


Name 


This  form  along  with  your  $20  should  be  mailed  by  Tuesday,  February  17,  to 
Rev.  Brady  Forman,  Live  Oak  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  138,  Watson, 
La.  70786. 
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Return  this  form  along  with  your  check  for  $10  made  payable  to  Louisiana 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Editorial 


A  compelling  force  for  good 


Some  insights  are  so  basic  to  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian  that  they  bear 
frequent  repeating. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Woodie  W. 
White  (Illinois  Area)  recently  reminded 
us  of  one  such  insight  (see  UMR.  Jan.  23). 

Speaking  to  a  national  meeting  of  UM 
evangelism  leaders,  Bishop  White  said 
would-be  evangelists  must  show  signs  of 
their  own  Christian  conversion  if  they 
are  to  be  believable. 

“Those  outside  the  church  want  to  see 
...  not  just  hear  the  words;  that  we  be¬ 
lieve  what  we  preach  and  that  it  has 
changed  our  lives.” 

That’s  true  not  only  of  those  designated 
as  “evangelists.”  It  applies  to  any  person, 
lay  or  clergy,  identified  as  Christian.  Our 
credibility  as  Jesus’  followers  suffers  if 
our  “God-talk”  and  our  “God-walk”  don’t 
witness  simultaneously  to  a  life-trans¬ 
forming  relationship  with  Christ. 

Modem  witnesses  to  that  insight  have 
tended  to  emphasize  the  latter.  They  fre¬ 
quently  invoke  poet  Edgar  A.  Guest’s  fa¬ 
miliar  lines;  “I’d  rather  see  a  sermon  than 
hear  one  any  day;  I'd  rather  one  should 
walk  with  me  than  merely  tell  the  way.” 

Often  overlooked  in  our  time  is  the 
equally  compelling  need  for  Christians  to 
speak  as  well  as  live  the  words  of  faith. 

That’s  because  much  of  our  outward 
behavior  may  not  be  distinguishable 
from  that  of  “good”  people  who  are  not 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Christians.  The  Christian  difference— 
our  loyalty  to  One  who  transforms  both 
our  outward  actions  and  inward  sense  of 
meaning  and  purpose— may  not  be  appar¬ 
ent  unless  we  say  so. 

Unfortunately,  “testifying,"  “witness¬ 
ing"  or  otherwise  sharing  our  faith  ver¬ 
bally  with  others  has  been  out  of  vogue 
among  many  United  Methodists  during 
recent  years. 

When  we’re  silent,  we  deprive  others 
of  a  chance  to  consider  their  own  inner¬ 
most  motivation  and  reason  for  living. 
By  contrast,  when  we  share  our  Chris¬ 
tian  experience,  we  build  up  and  encour¬ 
age  other  members  of  Christ’s  body.  And 
when  we  speak  of  our  relationship  with 
Christ  to  persons  outside  the  church,  we 
make  it  possible  for  them  to  hear  and  re¬ 
spond,  perhaps  for  the  first  time,  to  Je¬ 
sus'  call  to  follow  Him. 

St.  Paul’s  rhetorical  question  still  ap¬ 
plies:  "How  are  they  to  believe  in  him  of 
whom  they  have  never  heard?”  (Romans 
10:14). 

There’s  no  telling  what  difference  it 
would  make  to  the  world  if  each  of  us 
who  have  vowed  to  follow  Jesus  resolved 
to  make  proclaiming  and  living  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  dual  top  priorities.  However,  it 
is  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  compelling 
force  for  good  than  millions  of  Christians 
living  our  faith  in  God  and  inviting  oth¬ 
ers  to  share  it. 
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Hymnal  revision  in  tune  with  past 


PLEASE,  LORP,  CdVB 
ME  GRACE  ANP  A 
L0VING  SPIRIT— 
OR  A  SORTER 
AtEMGRY 


By  CLARE  SIMMONS 

I  am  a  member  of  a  congregation 
committed  to  using  inclusive  language 
when  referring  both  to  God  and  to  peo¬ 
ple,  a  policy  that  I  wholeheartedly  sup¬ 
port. 

But  I  am  also  a  literature  student,  and 
so  I  have  a  certain  sympathy  with  the 
concern  expressed  by  a  number  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  that  even  with  the  best  of 
motives,  revision  of  the  words  of  a  hymn 
may  be  a  failure  to  acknowledge  the  po¬ 
etry,  tradition  or  even  art,  whatever  that 
may  be. 

Examination  of  the  textual  history  of 
some  familiar  hymns,  however,  has  con¬ 
vinced  me  that  whether  or  not  hymn  re¬ 
vision  is  an  attack  on  art,  changes  of 
language  to  reflect  a  changing  world  are 
in  no  way  contrary  to  tradition. 

How  dare  we? 

Some  people  may  ask  how  I  dare 
make  such  a  claim  when  John  Wesley 
prefaced  the  1780  collection  of  hymns  by 
his  brother  Charles  and  him  with  a  re¬ 
quest  that  no  one  should  “attempt  to 
mend  them— for  really  they  are  not 
able.” 

Yet  the  fact  remains  that  in  the  two 
centuries  since  many  of  our  greatest, 
hymns  were  written,  various  alterna-’ 
tions  have  been  made.  Indeed,  shocking 
as  it  may  seem,  we  may  already  not  nec- 


Oral  Roberts  editorial  finds  limited  appeal 


To  the  Editor: 

Isn’t  it  odd  how  the  Reporter  resorts  to 
Scripture  in  condemning  Oral  Roberts 
(see  UMR  editorial,  Jan.  16)? 

I  guess  you  forgot  Matthew  7:1,  “Judge 
not,  that  ye  be  not  judged. .  . 

How  many  millions  of  dollars  are  col¬ 
lected  in  United  Methodist  churches  each 
Sunday?  I  am  sure  the  total  amount 
would  seem  gigantic  compared  to  the 
$4.5  million  Oral  Roberts  needs. 

Your  editorial  was  an  insult  to  the 
many  young  United  Methodists  attending 
Oral  Roberts  University  because  there  is 
no  longer  the  proper  spiritual  environ¬ 
ment  at  many  “Methodist"  institutions. 

I  would  also  point  out  to  you  and  other 
liberal  United  Methodists  that  when  you 
start  worrying  about  people’s  souls  in¬ 
stead  of  their  politics,  we  may  start 
growing  again. 

L.  Paul  Butler 
Bonne  Terre,  Missouri 

Oral  speaks  to  me 

To  the  Editor 

I’m  writing  in  regard  to  the  Oral  Rob¬ 
erts  controversy  (see  UMR,  Jan.  16). 

I’ve  been  a  Methodist  Christian  for 
more  than  50  years.  My  husband  and  I 
have  been  partners  of  the  Oral  Roberts 
Ministries  for  quite  a  few  years. 

Our  youngest  daughter,  Beth,  graduat¬ 
ed  from  Oral  Roberts  University  in  1979, 
so  we  know  firsthand  that  it’s  a  wonder¬ 
ful  school! 

When  I  heard  Oral  had  said  the  Lord 
was  going  to  call  him  home  if  he  didn’t 
speed  up  his  ministry  of  sending  medical 
missionaries  into  the  nations  of  the 
world.  I  wished  he  hadn’t  said  it.  I  didn’t 
think  that  was  the  nature  of  God  to 
threaten  someone  in  that  manner. 

Nevertheless,  if  Oral  said  God  had  spo¬ 
ken  to  him,  I  believed  Oral  because  of  his 
past  record.  His  words  have  been  proved 
true! 

Later  as  I  was  praying,  the  Lord 
brought  to  my  remembrance  the  Scripture 
in  which  God  told  Moses  that  He  was  call¬ 
ing  him  home  before  he  got  to  the  prom¬ 
ised  land  because  of  his  disobedience. 

I’m  so  glad  that  God  has  a  way  of 
speaking  to  us  today  and  that  some  people 
hear  him  whether  everyone  does  or  not! 

Oral  Roberts  is  a  United  Methodist, 
and  I  think  it  would  be  good  if  we  would 
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support  him  or  at  least  pray  for  him 
when  we  don’t  understand. 

There  is  too  much  criticism  of  all  TV 
ministries  (mainly  because  of  money). 
There  is  a  hurting  world  out  there,  and 
God  needs  lots  of  instruments  to  reach 
his  children. 

If  one  does  not  like  the  instrument, 
leave  it  alone,  for  someone  else  may  be 
able  to  use  it. 

Maybe  Oral  Roberts  doesn’t  speak  to 
everyone,  but  he  speaks  to  me  and  mil¬ 
lions  of  other  people  also! 

Mrs.  Walter  Bennett 
Dresden,  Tennessee 

Don’t  kick  people 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  lifelong  Methodist.  I  have  never 
supported  the  activities  of  Oral  Roberts 
in  any  way. 

But  why  doesn’t  he  have  a  right  to  do  his 
thing  in  his  way  when  he  wants  to  do  it? 

We  United  Methodists  don’t  kick  peo¬ 
ple  when  they  are  down. 

You  have  a  right  to  your  views,  of 
course.  However,  those  trying  to  do  good 
in  this  world  don’t  need  discouragement. 

Winnie  Farley 
Carlsbad,  New  Mexico 

Ye  of  little  faith 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  your  Jan.  16  editorial  on 
Oral  Roberts. 

Oh,  ye  of  little  faith.  Is  it  too  much  to 
be  able  to  believe  that  God  speaks  to 
people  today? 

Oral  Roberts  has  offered  scholarships 
to  anyone  who  will  use  their  talents  in 
the  mission  field  for  a  time. 

Is  that  any  different  from  the  military, 
which  offers  a  college  scholarship  to 
anyone  who  will  join  the  ROTC  and 
promise  to  serve  a  specified  time  in  the 
armed  services  after  graduation? 

I  think  that  very  likely  you  will  lose 
subscribers  after  an  attack  like  this  one. 
I  have  not  decided  yet  whether  I  will 
cancel  out  or  not,  but  I  am  thinking  of 
doing  it. 

I  believe  that  you  are  wrong  in  bring¬ 
ing  the  temptations  of  Jesus  into  this 
matter.  I  can’t  see  where  they  apply. 

Apparently  you  think  that  will  stop  the 
donations  from  coming  in,  but  I  suspect 
that  more  will  give  greater  donations  than 
they  would  have  without  your  publicity. 

God  moves  in  mysterious  ways,  and  at 
times  He  uses  tirades  like  yours  to  influ¬ 
ence  people  opposite  of  the  way  you  expect. 

As  to  when  God  calls  Oral  home,  I 
doubt  that  it  matters  about  the  state  of 
his  health.  I  believe  that  when  anyone 


reaches  the  end  of  his  or  her  influence  on 
earth,  God  will  call  that  person  home. 

George  A.  Finley 
Kincaid,  Kansas 

Don’t  forget  ‘Old  Jeffery’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  letters  about 
functional  atheists  (see  UMR,  Jan.  16). 

It’s  also  interesting  to  read  in  John 
Wesley’s  journal  his  many  spiritual  expe¬ 
riences. 

For  example,  the  parsonage  at  Ep- 
worth  was  haunted  by  a  ghost  that  was 
named  “Old  Jeffery.”  There  is  much 
family  correspondence  discussing  their 
experiences  on  this  that  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  in  old  books. 

Richard  M.  Locke 
Evanston,  Illinois 

Another  minority  noted 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  pleased  to  see  that  eight  adminis¬ 
trators  of  our  United  Methodist  seminaries 
attended  the  John  Wesley  Fellows  Christ¬ 
mas  Conference  (see  UMR,  Dec.  26). 

However,  I  found  it  curious  that  these 
white  and  male  leaders  of  our  seminar¬ 
ies  express  doubts  about  hiring  these 
John  Wesley  Fellows  to  teach  at  our 
schools  because  the  fellows  are  too  white 
and  too  male. 

Since  that  is  of  concern,  I  wonder  if 
any  one  of  these  presidents  and  deans  of 
our  institutions  of  higher  learning  plans 
to  resign  with  the  understanding  that  he 
be  replaced  by  an  ethnic  or  a  woman. 

If  the  John  Wesley  Fellows’  curse  of 
being  white  and  male  is  too  much  for 
their  being  considered  as  faculty  at  our 
seminaries,  perhaps  they  can  be  secured 
for  our  campuses  as  part  of  another  mi¬ 
nority  sorely  needed  there— orthodox 
Christian  faculty.  J.  L.  Penfold 

Eaton,  Colorado 

Priorities  are  on  periphery 

To  the  Editor. 

It  amazes  me  how  as  a  church  we  have 
set  our  priorities  on  the  periphery.  No 
wonder  we  are  losing  members! 

We  are  leaning  so  far  to  be  inclusive 
(racially  and  sexually)  that  this  becomes 
our  first  priority  for  important  leader¬ 
ship  positions  and  we  then  congratulate 
ourselves  on  how  Christ-like  we  are! 

I  contend  that  we  may  not  be  showing 
love  either  to  the  person  chosen  or  to  the 
people  he/she  will  lead. 

The  latest  example  that  has  struck  me 
is  in  the  article  concerning  the  John  Wes¬ 
ley  Fellows  (see  UMR,  Dec.  26).  Why 
should  the  “first  thing  they  (deans  of  UM 


seminaries)  look  at  on  a  resume  is  the 
candidate’s  race  and  gender”?  Is  that  the 
most  important  qualification? 

How  one-sided  we  have  become!  How 
sad  that  those  who  have  captured  the  vi¬ 
tal  spirit  of  Wesley’s  witness  are  not  con¬ 
sidered  for  leadership  because  they  are 
not  black  or  female!  In  our  rightful 
search  to  serve,  and  be  served  by  minor¬ 
ities,  let’s  not  discount  those  who  could 
put  us  on  fire  with  the  Holy  Spirit’s  glow 
and  bring  all  men  and  women  to  Christ. 

Norma  Wilken 
Sanger,  California 

Oh,  how  hurtful! 

To  the  Editor: 

Oh,  how  hurtful  to  read  Florence 
Byerley’s  article  headlined,  “How  should 
we  treat  Christians  who  shift  faiths?” 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  16).  I  hardly  could  be¬ 
lieve  my  eyes,  ears  or  heart! 

How  terrible  such  a  transfer  must 
make  the  minister  feel!  I  hope  he  does  not 
condemn  himself  because  one  can  scarce¬ 
ly  read  a  chapter  of  the  New  Testament 
without  knowing  Christ  Jesus  is  the  hope 
of  our  world— if  only  we  submit  to  Him 
and  really  pass  from  death  unto  life! 

In  Colossians  1:18  we  are  told  Jesus 
Christ  is  to  be  preeminent  in  all  things. 
I’m  sure  that  is  not  the  case  in  any  Jew¬ 
ish  temple  today! 

How  can  this  Jewish  convert  break 
down  the  walls  that  separate  us?  Any  of  us 
are  in  the  superb  position  only  in  Christ! 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  He  has  done  that 
for  us  (see  Ephesians  2:14).  God  have 
mercy  on  our  blindness!  Without  Him, 
aren’t  we  all  lost? 

Mrs.  Leland  Stamper 
Mount  Vernon,  Ohio 

Witness  shows  insight 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  publishing  Florence 
Byerley’s  article  in  the  Jan.  16  issue.  Her 
witness  reveals  a  rare  insight  into  the 
nature,  meaning  and  purpose  of  religion 
as  it  should  be  practiced. 

It  is  time  for  us  to  subordinate  our  re¬ 
ligious  biases  and  prejudices  to  the  fact 
that  God  is  concerned  about  all  His  cre¬ 
ation  or  about  none,  about  all  His  chil¬ 
dren  or  about  none. 

Could  it  be  that  Florence  Byerley  and 
her  United  Methodists  Women’s  group  in 
Pinellas  Park,  Fla.,  have  recognized  that 
and  started  a  worldwide  movement  that 
puts  God  first  in  our  lives  without  regard 
to  religious  belief  and  practice? 

Wouldn’t  that  be  wonderful? 

Sam  F.  Miller 
Tullahoma,  Tennessee 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Colleague9 s  spirit,  integrity  will  be  missed 


"They”  won’t  have  Roy  Howard  Beck 
to  kick  around  any  more.  Neither  will  we. 

The  main  difference  is  “they”  were  se¬ 
rious.  We  were  kidding. 

After  six-plus  years  with  the  Reporter, 
Roy  has  taken  his  considerable  journalis¬ 
tic  talents  to  Washington,  thereby  satisfy¬ 
ing  a  longtime  “itch”  to  be  a  daily  news 
reporter  in  the  nation’s  capital. 

It’s  an  understandable  “itch,"  one  that 
religious  journalism  can’t  fulfill,  not 
even  of  the  award-winning,  wide-ranging 
kind  that  Roy  exhibited  so  well  and  so  of¬ 
ten  here. 

During  that  time,  no  Reporter  staff 
member  generated  more  acclaim  or 
more  criticism  than  Roy.  The  two  seem 
to  go  in  tandem  in  this  business. 

The  criticism  reached  a  peak  a  few 
months  back  when  a  staff  member  from 
one  United  Methodist  general-church 
agency,  speaking  ex  cathedra,  advised 
one  of  our  editors:  “We  don’t  care  who 
you  send  to  cover  our  annual  meeting, 
just  so  it’s  not  Roy.” 

That  person’s  implied  press  restraint 
was  quickly  checked  out  and  found  to  be 
not  only  inaccurate  but  specifically  re¬ 
pudiated  by  the  agency’s  chief  executive. 
But  we  knew,  and  Roy  knew,  that  it  was 
indicative  of  how  strongly  some  people 
felt  about  him  and  his  insistent  probing 
for  information. 

The  nickname  "Boy  Coward  Wreck” 
didn’t  faze  him.  whether  tossed  at  him 
in  jest  around  the  office  or  in  semiser¬ 


iousness  by  others.  At  least  he  knew  peo¬ 
ple  were  noticing  his  work.  The  last 
thing  he  could  tolerate  was  to  be  ignored. 

Roy’s  a  great  example  of  a  young 
Christian  raised  in  a 
tradition  other  than  I 
United  Methodist 
and  who  found  per-  | 
sonal  liberation  and 
reassurance  in  the 
Wesleyan  theological 
understanding  of 
grace.  Becoming  a 
United  Methodist  John  Lovelace 
through  serious  adult  study  and  decision 
meant  more  to  Roy  than  to  almost  any 
other  person  I  have  known. 

We  will  miss  his  seemingly  boundless 
energy,  his  incessant  telephoning,  often 
delaying  others  and  menacing  deadlines 
with  "just  one  more  phone  call”  to  gath¬ 


er  more  information,  his  willingness 
sometimes  to  accede  to  suggested  ways 
to  improve  his  stories  but  his  equally 
staunch  defense  when  he  felt  that  what 
he  had  reported  and  written  was  the  best 
way  to  do  it. 

Roy  left  an  unmatched  record  at  the 
Reporter,  as  indicated  not  only  by  moun¬ 
tainous  numbers  of  column  inches  in 
print  week  after  week  but  also  by  the 
many  framed  certificates  and  plaques  of 
merit  and  excellence  bearing  his  name 
and  hanging  on  our  office  walls. 

If  his  move  in  response  to  a  certain 
professional  “itch”  means  he  can’t  con¬ 
tinue  as  our  colleague,  then  I  celebrate 
the  Christian  witness  and  the  indomita¬ 
ble  integrity  that  he  takes  to  Washington. 
One  thing  sure:  “They”  haven’t  seen  any¬ 
one  like  him. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Welcome  to  readers  of  edition  in  Cleburne,  Texas 


The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read¬ 
ers  about  1,000  member-families  of  the 
St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Cleburne,  Texas  (Central  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 


the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Cleburne  we 
say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter.” 


essarily  be  singing  “just  what  the  poet 
wrote.” 

The  most  common  form  of  hymnal  re¬ 
vision  is,  of  course,  omission.  Sometimes 
these  omissions  may  be  justified  on  the 
basis  that  the  poets  simply  wrote  more 
than  the  average 
congregation  can  be 
expected  to  sing. 

Charles  Wesley’s 
original  “Soldiers  of 
Christ,  Arise,’’  for 
example,  was  a  ver¬ 
sification  of  the  I 
whole  chapter  of  | 

Philippians  that  in¬ 
spired  his  hymn.  Clare  Simmons 

Changes  reflects  attitudes 

But  changes  to  reflect  altering  atti¬ 
tudes  toward  God  and  ourselves  are  also 
nothing  new.  Few  people,  I  sincerely 
hope,  would  regret  the  omission  from  “0 
for  a  Thousand  Tongues”  of  the  stanza 
containing  the  line: 

Cast  all  your  sins  into  the  deep. 

And  wash  the  Ethiop  white. 

An  18th  century  metaphor  for  God’s 
grace  it  may  be,  but  now  it  merely 
seems  offensive. 

I  am  also  glad  to  say  that  people 
aren’t  worms  any  more.  Isaac  Watts,  au¬ 
thor  of  many  still-popular  hymns,  was 
particularly  fond  of  referring  to  human 
beings  as  “worms.” 

In  a  hymn  entitled  “Solemn  Adora¬ 
tion”  he  addresses  God: 

Earth,  from  afar,  hath  heard  thy  fame. 
And  worms  have  learned  to  lisp  thy  name. 

I  am  incapable  of  treating  that  image 
with  solemnity.  Most  of  the  “worm” 
hymns  had  disappeared  from  our  hym¬ 
nals  before  the  1930s,  but  in  the  case  of 


“Alas!  and  did  my  Saviour  Bleed?”  the 
line,  “For  such  a  worm  as  I”  was  quietly 
replaced  with  “For  sinners  such  as  I.” 

The  decision  that  it  was  no  longer  nec¬ 
essary  to  lower  people  to  the  level  of 
worms  to  emphasize  God’s  grace  pre¬ 
sents  a  clear  precedent  for  revising 
hymns  to  reflect  current  conceptions  of 
our  relationships  with  the  Creator. 

Furthermore,  even  if  John  Wesley  did 
request  that  his  hymns  should  not  be 
“mended,”  he  himself  set  an  example  of 
hymn  revision  when  he  adapted  some  of 
Isaac  Watts’  poems  for  Methodist  use. 

Watts’  “Come  we  that  love  the  Lord” 
consequently  appears  in  some  older 
Methodist  hymnals  in  Wesley’s  version 
“Come ye  that  love  the  Lord.” 

Should  we  feel  free? 

With  these  precedents,  then,  should  we 
feel  free  to  make  whatever  changes  we 
choose  to  the  text  of  hymns? 

I  would  argue  that  the  original  writ¬ 
er’s  language  should  be  respected  as  far 
as  it  continues  to  communicate  in  a  way 
that  is  meaningful  and  relevant.  But  if  a 
hymn  places  limitations  on  our  concep¬ 
tions  of  God— or  if  it  seems  to  apply  to 
some  people  (dare  I  suggest  white 
males?)  and  exclude  or  belittle  others— 
discreet  textual  revision  is  completely  in 
accord  with  the  past  two  centuries. 

As  Wesley  said,  “What  is  of  infinitely 
more  moment  than  the  spirit  of  poetry  is 
the  spirit  of  piety.”  The  question  is 
whether  our  first  priority  is  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  literature  or  the  meaningful 
worship  of  God. 

“Here  J  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Clare  Simmons  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  United  University  Church  in  Los 
Angeles  (California-Pacific  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 


My  Witness 

Family  is  a  gift  from  God 
to  be  valued  every  minute 


By  AVIS  TOWNSEND 
I  prepared  dinner  as  I  listened  to  a 
friend.  My  friend  sat  on  a  kitchen  stool 
and  watched  me  work. 

“How  you  find  time  to  cook  three 
times  a  day  and  still  read  to  Robbyne 
each  night  is  beyond 
me,”  my  friend  said. 

“Don’t  you  get 
tired  of  your  husband 
coming  home  each 
day  for  lunch?  It 
would  be  easier  to 
make  Robbyne  stay 

outdoors  until  dinner _ _ 

time.  Send  her  to  a  Avis  Townsend 
friend’s  for  a  couple  of  hours.  ” 

I  thought  of  her  words  as  I  finished 
dinner.  My  family  and  I  lingered  at  the 
table  and  talked  about  our  day.  At  night, 
school  and  work  fade,  and  we  take  time 
for  each  other. 

Family  and  church  are  important  to 
me.  I  do  not  get  bored  with  either  my 
husband  or  child.  I  do  get  tired,  but  my 
family  is  the  focus  of  my  life.  My  daugh¬ 
ter  is  a  joy  and  not  a  burden.  She  and  I 
cherish  the  time  together  each  evening. 
To  send  her  outside  would  cheat  us  both. 

My  husband  is  my  best  friend  and 
someone  I  can  always  count  on.  When  I 
need  a  lift,  he  is  always  available  and 


ready  to  help.  I  am  not  tired  of  him. 

Our  family  takes  the  time  to  commu¬ 
nicate  each  day  with  each  other.  We  go 
to  church  and  pray  together.  We  make  a 
rule  to  try  and  not  take  each  other  for 
granted.  We  say,  “I  love  you.”  A  hug 
from  my  daughter  makes  a  dreary  day 
shine  with  the  sunlight  in  her  smile. 

As  a  family,  we  keep  the  Lord’s  pres¬ 
ence  in  our  lives.  Through  our  faith  in 
God  and  each  other,  we  work  as  a  family 
to  keep  our  family  intact. 

In  today’s  fast-paced  world,  we  take 
time  for  each  other.  We  ignore  television 
and  read  a  book  together.  Communica¬ 
tion  and  love  again  show  in  this  simple 
act. 

My  family  is  a  gift  from  God.  A  child 
is  mine  only  for  the  short  years  I  am  giv¬ 
en  to  guide  and  direct  with  the  Lord’s 
help. 

I  found  myself  glad  that  a  friend  had 
reminded  me  how  important  family  is  to 
me.  Life  is  short,  and  I  am  strengthened 
to  make  each  minute  count  in  our  lives. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Avis  Townsend  is  a  member  of  St. 
Luke's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Mid¬ 
land,  Texas  (Northwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 
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TAKE 

ADVANTAGE 
WHILE  THERES 
STILL  TIME... 


To  Invest  in  an 

Individual  Retirement  Account 
Through  the 

United  Methodist  Development  Fund 


Though  the  tax  laws  have  changed,  you  can  still  take 
advantage  of  many  of  the  things  that  have  always  made  a 
UMDF  IRA  a  sound  investment  — 

--  UMDF's  high  interest  rates  -  8%! 

--  full  pre-tax  deductions  ($2,000  for  individuals,  $4,000 
for  couples)  until  April  15,  1987 

-  full  pre-tax  deductions  if  your  IRA  is  your  only 
retirement  plan 

--  full  pre-tax  deductions  if  your  adjusted  gross  income  is 
less  than  $25,000  for  individuals,  $40,000  for  couples 
--  no  maintenance  fee! 

So,  invest  for  the  future  for  yourself  and  your  church 
with  a  UMDF  IRA  and  get  the  full  deduction  —  while 
there’s  still  time! 

Write  or  call: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
Suite  320,  475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115 


Tel:  (212)  870-3856  or  Tel.  1-800-862-4769  if  Out-of-NY  State 
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Good  News  escalates  calls  for  change,  backs  dissent 

not  evangelical. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

Board  members  of  the  unofficial  UM 
evangelical  caucus,  Good  News,  recently 
used  some  of  their  strongest  language 
ever  in  calling  for  changes  in  denomina¬ 
tional  leadership. 

They  also  voted  to  support  congrega¬ 
tions  that  show  dissatisfaction  with  cer¬ 
tain  official  church  emphases  and 
actions  by  withholding  financial  support. 

In  four  sharply  worded  "statements” 
the  caucus’  40  board  members: 

•Expressed  “no  confidence”  in  pre¬ 
sent  leadership  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  called  for  “a 
change”  in  that  leadership. 

•Called  on  the  Council  of  Bishops  to 
"take  immediate  action”  against  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  self-avowed  homosexual 
minister  Julian  Rush  of  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  conference  to  correct  “a  flagrant  vio¬ 
lation  of  biblical  and  moral  standards." 

•  Expressed  deep  concern  about  “the 
increasing  rejection  of  biblical  God-lan¬ 
guage  within  United  Methodism”  and  de¬ 
plored  reports  that  candidates  for 
ordained  ministry  were  "being  pres¬ 
sured”  to  use  inclusive  language. 


Evangelical 9  group  finds  4 mounting  signs  of  unfaithfulness  in  church 


•Stated  their  support  for  individuals 
and  congregations  "whose  conscience 
will  not  allow  them  to  continue  to  fully 
fund  a  church  which  is  showing  mounting 
signs  of  unfaithfulness." 

Those  actions  were  taken  during  Good 
News’  semiannual  board  meeting  Jan. 
21-23.  They  came  in  response  to  what  the 
board  called  "symptoms  of  the  greater 
problem  of  United  Methodist  decline 
during  the  last  two  decades.” 

Action  said  not  condemnation 

"Our  action  isn’t  a  condemnation  of  in¬ 
dividuals  per  se,"  said  Helen  Rhea  Cop- 
pedge  of  Fort  Valley,  Ga.,  chairwoman 
of  the  Good  News  board.  She  is  also  an 
elected  director  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

"We’re  simply  looking  at  what  has 
happened  over  the  last  15  years  or  more 
and  responding  to  the  cumulative  frus¬ 
tration  of  seeing  no  change  in  the 
church’s  direction,"  Ms.  Coppedge  told 
the  Reporter. 


Ms.  Coppedge  said  she’s  aware  of 
large  numbers  of  people,  including  some 
fellow  mission  board  members,  who  are 
“concerned  but  don’t  know  how  to  get  a 
handle”  on  problems  in  the  mission 
board  and  in  the  church  at  large. 

The  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  II,  chief 
executive  of  Good  News,  said  the  caucus’ 
call  for  a  change  of  leadership  at  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  did  not  in¬ 
clude  every  staff  person  at  every  level  or 
even  all  parts  of  the  mission  agency.  He 
specifically  excluded  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

"We’d  like  to  see  changes  at  the  top 
and  at  the  heads  of  divisions  as  well  as 
other  top  executives  to  indicate  a  change 
of  direction  in  the  board,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Heidinger  said  the  mission  agen¬ 
cy’s  chief  executive,  the  Rev.  Randolph 
Nugent,  had  been  sent  a  copy  of  the  Good 
News  statements.  Dr.  Nugent  couldn’t  be 
reached  for  comment  before  press  time. 

Regarding  Good  News’  statement  of 
suDDort  for  congregations  that  withhold 


apportionments  to  dissent  from  “the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  traditional  God-language  and  the 
continuance  under  appointment  of  known 
homosexual  ministers,”  Dr.  Heidinger  em¬ 
phasized  that  the  caucus  was  not  calling 
for  withholding  financial  support. 

He  said,  however,  that  financial  pro¬ 
tests  are  in  keeping  with  the  church’s 
recognized  use  of  boycotts  to  express  dis¬ 
pleasure  with  certain  policies  and  to  in¬ 
fluence  change.  The  difference  in  this 
case,  he  said,  is  that  the  boycott  is 
against  the  church  itself. 

Dr.  Heidinger  said  he  knows  of  several 
incidents  across  the  church  of  “repri¬ 
sals"  against  pastors  of  congregations 
that  have  voted  to  withhold  apportion¬ 
ments  until  there  was  a  change  in  the 
church’s  programs  and  polices. 

“There  have  been  punitive  actions 
against  pastors  who  failed  ‘to  bring  their 
church  in  line’  in  full  payment  of  appor¬ 
tionments,”  Dr.  Heidinger  said.  “What’s 
unfair  about  that  is  that  there  are  many, 
many  churches  across  the  denomination 


that  pay  only  part  of  their  World  Service 
apportionment,  often  because  of  a  weak 
program,  but  no  punitive  action  is  taken 
toward  them.” 

Mission  directors  ‘distressed’ 

Two  elected  members  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  said  they 
were  "distressed”  at  Good  News’  actions 
but  said  the  church  should  take  the  evan¬ 
gelical  group’s  concerns  seriously. 

John  Stumbo,  a  Topeka,  Kan.,  attor¬ 
ney,  said  he  was  “distressed  about  what 
they've  done  because  our  historic  pattern 
has  been  to  work  through  differences  of 
opinion  without  separation.” 

"I  just  hope  the  statements  won’t  im¬ 
pede  progress  in  our  ongoing  dialogue 
with  the  unofficial  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists,”  Mr.  Stumbo  said. 
“Statements  like  this  can  be  more  harm¬ 
ful  than  helpful.” 

Mr.  Stumbo  expressed  bafflement  that 
Good  News  members  seemed  to  think 
that  Global  Ministries  staff  people  are 


not  evangelical. 

"I’ve  never  gotten  the  perception  that 
Global  Ministries  leaders  aren’t  evan¬ 
gelical,”  he  said.  “I  don’t  know  of  any¬ 
body  on  the  staff  that  I  wouldn’t  define 
as  evangelical.  I  don’t  understand  what 
the  problem  is. 

“We  have  enough  conflict  in  the  world 
without  arguing  among  ourselves  in  the 
church  about  esoteric  questions  of  theol¬ 
ogy" 

Another  Global  Ministries  director, 
the  Rev.  Gordon  Goodgame  of  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  Tenn.,  said  he  was  disappointed  in 
Good  News’  strong  language. 

“There  is  change  going  on  in  the 
church,  and  particularly  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  that’s  positive  and  forward-look¬ 
ing,”  he  said.  "I  just  left  a  meeting  where 
we  appropriated  money  to  put  an  addi¬ 
tional  100  people  in  mission,  raising  the 
total  from  600  to  700. 

“That’s  the  kind  of  positive  movement 
Good  News  has  been  calling  for.” 

Mr.  Goodgame  said  he  was  not  pleased 
with  everything  that  goes  on  at  the  mis¬ 
sions  agency. 

“Getting  rid  of  our  top  leadership, 
though,  wouldn’t  get  at  the  problems 
Good  News  has  with  the  board,”  he  said. 


Zimbabwe  site  recommended  for 
UM-sponsored  university  in  Africa 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III  system;  ease  of  access  inside  the  coun- 
Reporter  Editor  try,  to  other  parts  of  Africa  and  to  Eu- 

HARARE,  Zimbabwe— A  2,669-acre  rope  and  the  United  States;  language, 


WORLD  METHODIST  COUNCIL  PHOTO 

VIENNA,  Austria— United  Methodist  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu,  center,  chairman  of  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
responds  to  Austrian  President  Kurt  Waldheim’s  address  to  officers  of  the  council.  Others  who  attended  were, 
from  left,  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  of  Atlanta;  Edith  Ming,  president  of  the  World  Federation  of  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en;  Donald  English,  vice  chairman  of  the  World  Methodist  Conference;  Bishop  Franz  Schafer,  episcopal  leader  of 
Central  and  Southern  Europe  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  and  the  Rev.  Helmut  Nausner,  superintendent  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Austria. 

Two  laymen  to  get  peace  award 


church  center  in  Zimbabwe  is  the  recom¬ 
mended  site  for  the  first  United 
Methodist-sponsored  university  in  Africa. 

The  Old  Mutare  United  Methodist  Cen¬ 
ter  (formerly  Old  Umtali  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion)  is  in  a  picturesque  valley  150  miles 
east  of  Harare,  Zimbabwe’s  capital  city, 
and  10  miles  from  the  country’s  third 
largest  city,  Mutare. 

Old  Mutare  emerged  as  the  clear  first 
choice  of  the  7-member  site  selection 
committee.  Six  other  sites  in  Liberia, 
Mozambique,  Zaire,  and  Zimbabwe  also 
were  considered. 

The  site  recommendation  is  the  latest 
.  development  in  a  cooperative  venture  in¬ 
volving  United  Methodist  leaders  in  Afri¬ 
ca  and  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

That  board’s  chief  executive,  the  Rev. 
F.  Thomas  Trotter,  described  the  project 
as  “a  response  to  expressions  of  need  by 
church  leaders  in  Africa  to  correct  a  his¬ 
toric  oversight:  no  post-secondary 
schools  established  by  our  church  during 
150-plus  years  of  mission  involvement  on 
the  African  continent. 


From  the  World  Methodist  Council 
VIENNA,  Austria— Two  Methodist 
laymen— a  United  Methodist  federal 
judge  from  Houston  and  a  British 
Methodist  former  government  officer- 
are  to  receive  the  1987  World  Methodist 
Peace  Award. 

Senior  Judge  Woodrow  Seals  of  the 
U.S.  District  Court  for  Southern  Texas 
and  Bert  Bissell  of  Wolverhampton,  Eng¬ 
land,  were  selected  for  the  honor  last 


week  by  officials  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  meeting  in  Vienna. 

The  award,  to  be  presented  later  this 
year,  recognizes  both  men  for  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  promote  world  peace. 

The  World  Methodist  Council,  a  group 
of  64  Methodist  denominations  in  90  coun¬ 
tries  with  a  constituency  of  52  million 
people,  gives  the  peace  award  annually. 

Mr.  Seals,  a  member  of  St.  Stephen’s 
UMC  in  Houston,  has  long  been  identified 


Study  group  returns  early 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— An  ecumenical  group 
from  the  U.S.,  some  of  whose  members 
witnessed  a  fatal  demonstration  in  the 
Philippines  Jan.  22,  returned  Jan.  27,  five 
days  earlier  than  planned. 

Six  United  Methodists  were  among  28 
members  of  a  study  tour  organized  by 
Agricultural  Missions  Inc.,  a  program  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  (see  UMR,  Jan.  30). 

The  group  returned  early  because  the 
situation  became  "very  unstable,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  group. 


At  least  19  demonstrators  were  killed 
and  a  number  of  the  50  wounded  proba¬ 
bly  died  later,  according  to  Pat  Callbeck 
Harper  of  Helena,  Mont.,  a  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries’  Women’s  Division. 

Sixteen  members  of  the  group  ob¬ 
served  the  demonstration.  Ms.  Harper, 
who  said  she  was  20  yards  from  where 
people  were  killed,  paid  tribute  to  Filipi¬ 
nos  who  picked  her  up  and  helped  her 
stay  on  her  feet  as  she  ran  six  blocks 
while  being  pursued  by  soldiers  in  jeeps 
who  were  shooting  and  using  tear  gas. 


and  availability  of  local  personnel  with 
vision  and  ability  to  support  the  new  uni¬ 
versity’s  development. 

The  committee  charged  with  recom¬ 
mending  a  site  was  composed  of  seven 
members — four  from  United  Methodist 
conferences  in  Africa  and  three  from  the 
United  Methodist  University  Senate  in 
the  U.S. 

Three  teams  visit  sites 

The  committee  sub-divided  into  three 
teams  to  visit  various  sites  under  consid¬ 
eration. 

Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  president  of 
Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans,  and 
Dr.  Mampasa  Mununga,  a  medical  doc¬ 
tor  from  Zaire,  visited  the  proposed  site 
in  Liberia. 

C.  Wesley  Armstrong,  an  educator 
from  Liberia,  the  Rev.  Moises  Fer¬ 
nandes,  a  pastor  in  Angola,  and  Dr.  Da¬ 
vid  Ruffer,  president  of  Albright  College 
in  Reading,  Pa.,  were  assigned  to  visit 
sites  in  Zaire. 

Dr.  James  T.  Laney,  president  of 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  and  Rich- 


Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa,  leader  of  ard  Lugawo,  an  educator  from  Sierra  Le- 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

BEIRUT,  Lebanon— The  whereabouts  of  Anglican  Church  envoy  Terry 
Waite  have  been  both  known  and  unknown  recently,  sometimes  under  the 
watchful  eye  of  a  Druse  militiaman,  as  here.  But  officials  of  United 
Methodist-related  Florida  Southern  College  expect  him  to  be  on  campus  in 
mid-February  to  be  recognized  as  the  school’s  1987  “honorary  chancellor” 
in  tribute  to  his  several  peacemaking  efforts. 


with  humanitarian  causes. 

He  organized  the  Society  of  St. 
Stephen,  a  volunteer  group  to  help  the 
poor,  18  years  ago.  It  has  expanded  to 
100  “societies”  in  United  Methodist 
churches  across  the  country. 

His  court  rulings  include  a  landmark 
decision  that  enabled  children  of  undocu¬ 
mented  Hispanic  workers  to  be  educated 
in  Texas  public  schools. 

Mr.  Seals,  a  retired  U.S.  Air  Force  col¬ 
onel,  has  served  as  an  adult  Sunday- 
school  teacher  for  35  years. 

Mr.  Bissell  was  cited  by  World 
Methodist  Council  officers  for  his  com¬ 
mitment  to  peace  on  a  local  level. 

Hours  after  the  end  of  World  War  II, 
Mr.  Bissell  and  33  youths  from  his 
church  Bible  class  took  stones  from  the 
summit  of  Scotland’s  highest  mountain 
and  built  a  rock  monument,  "Cairn,”  as  a 
tribute  to  the  fallen  and  an  appeal  for  ev¬ 
erlasting  peace.  It  remains  the  highest 
memorial  in  Britain. 

Mr.  Bissell  has  taught  a  young  men’s 
Bible  class  for  62  years— a  class  that  re¬ 
portedly  has  produced  more  Methodist 
ministers  than  any  other  group  in  the 
British  Methodist  Church. 

School  readies 
honorary  title 
for  negotiator 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
LAKELAND,  Fla.— Officials  at  United 
Methodist-related  Florida  Southern  Col¬ 
lege  said  last  week  they  still  expect  to 
confer  the  title  of  “honorary  chancellor” 
on  hostage  negotiator  Terrence  Hardy 
(Terry)  Waite  in  person  Feb.  18. 

Mr.  Waite,  a  special  envoy  of  the  arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  was  instrumental 
in  obtaining  releases  of  American  cler¬ 
gymen  Lawrence  Martin  Jenco  and  Ben¬ 
jamin  Weir  and  has  worked  toward 
releases  of  others  held  captive. 

Florida  Southern  President  Robert 
Davis  said  the  college  wants  to  honor  Mr. 
Waite  as  "an  authentic  world  citizen  and 
contemporary  hero.” 

"[Hisj  role  as  peace  maker  and  negoti¬ 
ator  for  the  release  of  hostages  in  the 
Middle  East  has  earned  him  the  respect 
"and  gratitude  of  all  who  are  dedicated  to 
freedom  and  peace,"  Dr.  Davis  said. 

As  recently  as  last  week,  rumors  cir¬ 
culated  that  Mr.  Waite  might  himself  be 
a  hostage  in  Lebanon,  but  as  of  Jan.  30 
Lebanese  militia  leaders  offered  assur¬ 
ances  that  he  was  safe. 

Florida  Southern  College  officials  say 
they  expect  Mr.  Waite  in  Lakeland  for 
the  ceremony. 

Others  whom  the  college  has  named 
“honorary  chancellor"  include  former 
President  Gerald  R.  Ford,  broadcaster 
Walter  Cronkite,  golfer  Arnold  Palmer 
and  Domino’s  Pizza  founder  Thomas 
Monaghan. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe,  said  the  site  committee’s  mission 
“makes  us  feel  like  farmers  seeing  dark, 
heavy  rain  clouds  above  their  fields  after 
a  prolonged  spell  of  drought. 

"The  scarcity  of  university  education 
in  Africa  today  is  like  a  serious  and  pro¬ 
longed  drought,"  Bishop  Muzorewa  con¬ 
tinued.  “We  greet  the  possibility  of  a 
United  Methodist  university  in  Africa, 
with  great  expectations,  much  gratitude 
and  jubilation." 

Several  remaining  hurdles 

Several  hurdles  remain  before  the  pro¬ 
posed  university  becomes  a  reality.  The 
site  selection  committee’s  recommenda¬ 
tion  must  be  approved  by  the  African 
Initiative  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  in  May 
and  then  by  the  full  board  at  its  annual 
meeting  in  October. 

A  proposal  designed  to  raise  $5  million 
annually  to  fund  the  new  university  will 
be  presented  to  the  denomination’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  for  consideration  in  May. 

Involvement  and  support  for  the  proj¬ 
ect  will  be  sought  from  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  other 
agencies  and  institutions,  particularly 
UM-related  colleges  and  universities. 

Final  approval  of  the  project  will  be 
sought  from  the  1988  United  Methodist 
General  Conference. 

Dr.  Trotter  said  an  additional  source 
of  support  for  the  new  university  will  be 
United  Methodism’s  network  of  128  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  related  through 
the  board  he  heads.  He  said  10  of  the 
largest  UM-related  academic  institu¬ 
tions  in  the  U.S.  are  “committed  to  this 
task,  including  provision  of  some  faculty 
support.” 

While  the  proposed  university  will  be 
located  in  only  one  country,  Dr.  Trotter 
said  it  will  be  designed  to  attract  stu¬ 
dents  “like  a  magnet,  based  on  its  quali¬ 
ty,  from  all  of  Africa  to  train  for 
positions  of  leadership  in  the  church  and 
in  society.” 

It  is  envisioned  that  the  university  ini¬ 
tially  will  include  five  schools  African 
church  leaders  have  identified  as  most 
needed:  (1)  theological;  (2)  agricultural 
and  rural  development;  (3)  a  teachers’ 
college;  (4)  a  college  of  social  sciences 
and  humanities;  and  (5)  a  technical/voca¬ 
tional  school. 

Later  development  is  expected  to  in¬ 
clude  a  medical  school  and  a  college  of 
science  and  technology. 

Although  the  university  will  be  United 
Methodist-owned  and  operated,  it  will  re¬ 
flect  United  Methodism’s  characteristic 
openness  to  other  denominations,  Dr. 
Trotter  said. 

Criteria  given  for  site  selection 

The  site  selection  committee  was  giv¬ 
en  criteria  developed  during  an  interna¬ 
tional  Consultation  on  Higher  Education 
in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  last  summer. 

Criteria  include  adequate  land  on  the 
site  of  an  existing  United  Methodist  insti¬ 
tution;  general  environment;  stability 
and  openness  of  the  country’s  political 


one,  visited  the  sites  in  Zimbabwe.  Dr. 
Trotter  accompanied  that  group,  as  did 
Dr.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  Editor  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  who 
served  as  a  consultant  to  the  committee. 

The  site  in  Mozambique  was  eliminated 
without  a  visit  because  it  is  in  an  area  not 
fully  secured  by  that  nation’s  government. 

Following  their  on-site  visits,  all  three 
groups  met  in  Harare  to  compare  notes 
and  decide  which  of  the  proposed  sites 
best  match  the  criteria  approved  earlier. 

‘Best  choice’  explained 

Old  Mutare  emerged  as  the  clear  “best 
choice”  in  the  site  selection  committee’s 
collective  judgment.  Among  their  reasons 


was  its  location  in  a  fertile  valley  of  East¬ 
ern  Zimbabwe  that  will  provide  an  ideal 
laboratory  for  a  school  of  agriculture.  The 
mission  center  there  includes  the  Hartzell 
primary  and  secondary  schools  with  estab¬ 
lished  reputations  for  excellence. 

Old  Mutare  also  includes  a  hospital, 
considered  a  necessity  for  any  medical 
school. 

The  Mutare  area  has  a  high  concentra¬ 
tion  of  United  Methodists  as  a  result  of 
work  by  missionaries  beginning  90  years 
ago  and  carried  on  by  Zimbabwean  lead¬ 
ers  today. 

Transportation  to  and  within  Zimba¬ 
bwe  is  among  the  best  in  Africa.  And 
Zimbabwe’s  government  is  one  of  the 
most  stable  and  democratic  in  Africa. 
Both  regional  and  national  governmental 
leaders  have  expressed  strong  interest  in 
Zimbabwe’s  being  the  host  country  for 
an  independent  church-related  university 
serving  all  of  Africa. 

The  proposed  site  also  is  located  in  the 
Beira  Corridor,  a  strategic  route  being  de¬ 
veloped  to  link  Mozambique’s  port  city  of 
Beira  by  rail,  highway  and  pipeline  with 
Zimbabwe  and  other  landlocked  countries 
of  southern  and  central  Africa.  Mutare, 
just  across  the  border  from  Mozambique, 
is  expected  to  experience  rapid  develop¬ 
ment  as  the  Beira  Corridor  project  pro¬ 
gresses  during  the  next  three  years. 

Once  the  site  recommendation  was 
made,  members  of  the  committee  lin¬ 
gered  for  a  few  moments  to  reflect  on  its 
potential  significance. 

Mr.  Lugawo  of  Sierra  Leone  said  he 
believes  the  university  will  have  an  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  church  and  on  the  quality  of 
human  life  in  Africa  throughout  the  next 
century. 

Dr.  Laney,  in  a  closing  benediction,  in¬ 
voked  God’s  blessings  on  this  commit¬ 
tee’s  recommendation  and  on  all  who,  in 
the  Wesleyan  tradition,  will  be  working 
together  to  link  learning  and  vital  piety 
through  the  new  African  university. 


Church-bus  safely  pushed 


From  Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— The  National  Trans¬ 
portation  Safety  Board  has  approved  a 
letter  to  be  mailed  to  church  groups  in  an 
attempt  to  improve  church  bus  safety. 

The  letter  is  a  result  of  the  board’s  13- 
year  investigation  of  10  major  accidents 
involving  church-operated  buses  which 
resulted  in  42  fatalities  and  259  injuries. 
Chairman  Jim  Burnett  said  the  board 
hopes  churches  can  learn  from  the  acci¬ 
dents  and  their  causes  so  that  the  poten¬ 
tial  for  future  tragedies  can  be  reduced. 

“A  close  look  at  these  accidents  re¬ 
veals  that  some  might  have  been  pre¬ 
vented  by  simple,  relatively  inexpensive 
measures,  such  as  inflating  soft  tires  or 
providing  drivers  with  more  training  and 
experience,”  Mr.  Burnett  said. 


‘There  are  measures  that  churches, 
even  with  limited  financial  and  adminis¬ 
trative  resources,  can  take  to  improve 
their  margin  of  safety.” 


GENERAL  SECRETARY 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  seeks  qualified  ap¬ 
plicants  for  General  Secretary 
position.  Candidates  should  possess 
knowledge  of  church  and  agencies, 
of  ministry  and  higher  education  is¬ 
sues;  substantial  experience,  aca¬ 
demic  preparation  including 
advanced  degree;  United  Methodist. 
Apply:  Martha  Lawrence,  P.O.  Box 
871,  Nashville,  TN  37202. 


THE  LIVING  CROSS 

is  a  magnificent  symbol  of  the 
living  Lord  and  the  promise  of  eternal 
life.  Especially  meaningful  with  lilies 
during  the  Lenten  and  Easter  seasons, 
it  will  easily  become  the  focal  point  of 
your  worship  services. 

Available  in  8'  height  to  hold  23  6" 
flower  pots  or  1  2'  height  for  64  pots. 

It  is  built  of  industrial  strength  alumi¬ 
num  sections  for  you  to  bolt  together 
and  may  be  used  indoors  or  outdoors. 

Equally  beautiful  with  other  living  flow¬ 
ers  in  season  all  year.  It  also  may  be 
provided  with  optional  liturgical  color 
panels  with  internal  lighting  for  night¬ 
time  use. 

SEVEN-LIGHT  ALTAR  CROSS 

...  a  unique  and  beautiful  cross, 
totally  new  in  design  and  concept. 
Ideal  for  Good  Friday  Tenebrae  ser¬ 
vices.  It  is  also  an  inspiring  worship 
center  for  all  candlelight  services  and 
weddings. 

30"  high  by  24'  wide,  it  is  available 
in  solid  walnut  or  oak  with  silver  or 
gold  overlay  of  highly  polished  anod¬ 
ized  aluminum.  Lights  are  oil-burning 
wicks  for  many  hours  of  continuous 
burning. 

For  additional  information,  call  or  write: 
Robert’s  Industries,  P.O.  Box  1067,  Hermit- 
a9e-  PA  1 6 1 48,  (4 1 2)  346-9800 

“Sharing  the  beauty  of  God's  world  through  creative  design" 
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Bishop  warns  of  porn’s 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

little-known  serious  effects 


C, 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
BOSTON— Bishop  George  Bashore  (Bos¬ 
ton  area)  isn't  soft  on  hard  pornography. 

As  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops’  representat- 
tive  to  the  Religious 
Alliance  Against  Por-  ^  V  ‘ 
nography.  Bishop  Ba- 
shore  says  most 
people  don't  under¬ 
stand  the  serious  ef-  i 
"feet  that  hard-core  I 
pornography  has  on 
the  country. 

"Most  people  think  about  'Playboy’ 
*  when  we  say  pornography,”  he  said  in  an 
•interview  for  the  January  issue  of 
"Zion's  Herald,”  an  independent  United 
Methodist  newspaper  serving  the  Boston 


I 

Bishop  Bashore 


Area. 

“But  that’s  not  what  we’re  dealing 
with.  We’re  dealing  with  violent,  degrad¬ 
ing  materials  that  you  couldn’t  watch  for 
very  long.  We’re  talking  about  bestiality, 
whips,  ropes,  spanking  . . . 

“It  breaks  your  heart  to  see  pictures  of 
small  children  involved  either  with  other 
children  or  with  adults  in  sexual  rela¬ 
tionships,”  he  added. 

Bishop  Bashore  attended  a  meeting 
last  fall  in  Washington  to  study  findings 
of  Attorney  General  Edwin  Meese’s  con¬ 
troversial  commission  on  pornography. 

Many  pornographic  materials  viewed 
by  the  religious  coalition  came  from  the 
Meese  Commission  report  and  from  FBI 
officials  who  briefed  the  religious  lead¬ 
ers. 

The  Meese  Commission  report  docu¬ 


mented  results  of  hard-core  pornogra¬ 
phy,  although  some  assumptions  and 
findings  of  the  commission  have  been 
criticized. 

Nevertheless,  the  harm  done  to  chil¬ 
dren  is  "obvious,”  Bishop  Bashore  said. 

“Children  are  far  too  young  to  decide 
on  their  own  whether  this  is  harmful .  .  . 
There  is  a  strong  feeling  that  children 
are  being  enticed  and  given  a  terribly 
distorted  view  of  sexuality,”  he  said  in 
the  interview. 

"There  are  all  kinds  of  stories  about 
children  being  enticed  into  sexual  acts 
and  told,  'There’s  nothing  wrong  with 
this  this  is  what  your  mommy  and 
daddy  do.’ 

“There  is  a  distorted  view  of  human 
sexuality  and  an  aberrant  view  of  what 
wholesome  sexuality  should  be,  a  promo¬ 


tion  of  hedonism  and  a  value  structure 
that’s  certainly  contrary  to  our  own 
Christian  value  structure  that  you  can 
enter  into  these  kinds  of  sexual  relation¬ 
ships  without  any  kind  of  commitment  or 
covenant  relationship. 

"That’s  one  harm— pornography  is  a 
distortion  of  the  beauty  of  a  God-de¬ 
signed  human  sexuality.” 

Child  pornography  and  pornography 
that  is  violent  and  degrading  to  women  is 
‘‘absolutely  illegal,’’  Bishop  Bashore 
says,  adding,  "We  are  calling  for  the  gov¬ 
ernment  to  begin  to  enforce  the  laws.” 

The  bishop  says  laws  against  pornog¬ 
raphy  are  not  being  enforced  because  lo¬ 
cal  communities  must  set  the  "standards 
of  morality"  and  many  times  law  en¬ 
forcement  does  not  move  to  enforce  laws 
if  the  people  in  the  community  are  doing 


nothing  or  care  nothing. 

What  can  churches  do?  Bishop  Ba¬ 
shore  said  he  plans  to  answer  that  in  his 
report  to  the  Council  of  Bishops  on  his  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  alliance.  He’s  also  plan¬ 
ning  to  consult  with  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

“We  need  to  move  cooperatively  with 
other  religious  communities  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  the  issue  and  focus  on  it  in  our 
own  communities,”  he  said. 

“One  thing  this  does  is  mainstream  the 
effort  and  keep  us  from  the  accusation 
that  this  is  just  a  fanatical  group  doing 
its  thing  about  censorship. 

"We  are  not  talking  about  censorship. 
We  are  talking  about  finding  ways  to  en¬ 
force  the  laws  to  eradicate  as  much  as 
we  can  about  child  and  hard-core  pornog¬ 
raphy  from  our  society.” 


UMC  ‘high  court’  asked  to  answer 
inquiry  on  bishops’  retirement  age 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
PHOENIX,  Ariz.— Retirement  age  for 
United  Methodist  bishops  will  be  a  sub¬ 
ject  before  the  denomination’s  "Supreme 
Court”  spring  session  April  22-25  in 
Phoenix. 

__  At  present,  bishops  must  retire  at  66- 
'*70,  depending  on  when  their  birthdays 
fall  in  relation  to  the  quadrennial  session 
of  the  church’s  five  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ences. 

Other  ordained  clergy  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation  do  not  have  to  retire  until  they 
reach  70.  Several  optional  provisions  for 
earlier  retirement  are  available. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  has  asked  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  for  a  declaratory  decision  on 
whether  the  two  paragraphs  of  church 
law  are  in  conflict. 

Also  on  the  court’s  docket  for  April, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Hoover  Rupert, 
Lakeland,  Fla.,  Judicial  Council  secre¬ 
tary,  is  a  further  review  in  the  case  of  a 


Baltimore  Conference  minister  found 
guilty  in  a  church  trial  on  charges  based 
on  alleged  sexual  harassment. 

Docketed  from  the  New  York  Confer¬ 
ence  is  a  pensions  fund  issue  related  to 
investments  in  "South  Africa,  military 
contracts,  environmental  pollution,  union 
busting  or  race/gender  discrimination. 

A  case  from  Virginia  deals  with  estab¬ 
lishing  a  conference  committee  on  ecu¬ 
menical  matters.  One  from  South 
Carolina  pertains  to  clergy  salaries. 

Retirement  age  for  bishops  has  been  a 
subject  of  debate  in  the  denomination  for 
years.  Bishops  are  elected  for  life  but  al¬ 
ways  have  had  a  specific  retirement  age. 
The  current  rule  was  set  by  the  1976 
General  Conference. 

Some  in  the  church  argue  that  forcing 
a  bishop  to  retire  earlier  than  other  cler¬ 
gy  is  discriminatory.  Others  say  the  is¬ 
sue  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that  a 
bishop  has  the  opportunity  to  retire  only 
during  the  jurisdictional  conference  ev¬ 


ery  four  years,  while  other  clergy  can  re¬ 
tire  at  any  session  of  their  annual 
conferences  if  they  meet  age  or  length  of 
service  requirements. 

Bishops  presently  required  to  retire  in 
1988  and  their  ages  at  the  time  of  the  ju¬ 
risdictional  conferences  in  mid-July 
1988,  are:  Emerson  S.  Colaw,  Minneapo¬ 
lis,  66;  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  Chicago,  69; 
James  S.  Thomas,  N.  Canton,  Ohio,  69; 
James  M.  Ault,  Pittsburgh,  69;  John  W. 
Hardt,  Oklahoma  City,  67;  Robert  M. 
Blackburn,  Richmond,  Va.,  68;  Roy  C. 
Clark,  Columbia,  S.C.,  67;  Paul  A.  Duffey, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  67;  R.  Kern  Eutsler, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  68;  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr., 
Lakeland,  Fla.,  69,  and  Leontine  T.C. 
Kelly,  San  Francisco,  68. 

In  a  ruling  in  May  1976  the  Judicial 
Council  held  that  the  General  Conference 
has  the  right  to  fix  retirement  age  of 
bishops  and  the  church’s  constitution  has 
no  requirement  that  it  be  the  same  as 
that  of  other  clergy. 


UMCOR  to  train  volunteers 
on  new  immigration  laws 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  DIEGO— The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  relief  arm  of  the 
denomination,  approved  plans  Jan.  22-24 
for  an  Immigration  Amnesty  Program 
to  find  and  train  volunteers  to  counsel 
undocumented  persons  and  employers 
about  the  law,  which  takes  effect  May  5. 

“It  is  important  to  ensure  that  the  sub¬ 
stantial  benefits  of  the  new  law  are 
made  available  to  the  resident  undocu¬ 
mented  population  . . .  [and]  to  publicize 
the  various  protections  in  the  law,”  said 
Lilia  Fernandez,  the  committee’s  refu¬ 
gee  secretary. 

Enacted  last  year,  the  Immigration 
Reform  and  Control  Act  does  not  take  ef- 
.  feet  until  May,  and  employer  sanctions 
~  apply  only  to  workers  hired  after  that 
time. 

The  law  does  not  apply  to  housing,  it 
was  noted. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
£•  Relief  (UMCOR)  Refugee  Subcommittee, 
~  which  met  two  days  earlier,  recommend¬ 
ed  a  three-pronged  program  involving 
churches  in  providing  accurate  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  law  to  the  general  public; 
counseling  communities  of  undocument¬ 
ed  persons  and  employers  about  criteria 
and  procedures  for  obtaining  legalization 
and  referring  eligible  refugees  to  local 
agencies  that  can  help  process  applica¬ 
tions. 

Bishops  and  conference  council  direc¬ 
tors  in  areas  of  highest  refugee  concen¬ 
tration  will  be  asked  to  appoint  a 


conference  refugee  coordinator  who  can 
enlist  and  train  volunteers. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  will  hire  a  consultant  to  supervise 
training. 

"The  timeline  is  very  short,”  said  Ms. 
Fernandez,  ‘‘because  the  legalization 
program  begins  May  5  and  runs  only  12 
months.”  Refugees  who  came  to  the 
United  States  before  Jan.  1,  1982,  and 
can  document  continuous  residence  since 
that  date  can  apply  for  legal  status. 

The  new  program  is  part  of  UMCOR’s 
larger  refugee  ministry,  which  has  been 
in  operation  since  the  end  of  World  War 
n.  Its  three  facets  are: 

•  assistance  to  refugees  outside  the 
United  States  primarily  through  grants 
to  ecumenical  bodies; 

•  resettlement  of  refugees  accepted 
by  the  U.S.  government; 

•  aid  to  refugees  unrecognized  by  the 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
but  who  have  a  well-founded  fear  of  per¬ 
secution  if  they  return  home. 

An  Advance  Special  enables  UMCOR 
to  help  congregations  resettle  refugees. 

Sponsorship  entails  providing  tempo¬ 
rary  accommodations  and  helping  the 
family  locate  adequate  housing  and  fur¬ 
nishings;  food  and  other  basic  needs  for 
one  month  after  arrival;  assistance  in 
getting  a  Social  Security  card  and  school 
registration  for  children  and  help  in  get¬ 
ting  employment. 

In  1986  UMCOR  resettled  914  families, 
up  from  827  in  1985. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

AFRICAN  INSTITUTE.  Notre  Dame's  eighteenth 
ecumenical  training  program  for  Christians  pre¬ 
paring  to  serve  in  Africa.  8  June-1  July,  1987.  In¬ 
formation:  Professor  Peter  Walshe,  Department  of 
Government,  University  of  Notre  Dame,  IN  46556. 
Phone:  (219)  232-0743  or  239-7312. 

PART-TIME  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  and  part-time 
organist,  Ridgewood  Park  UMC.  Dallas.  Texas 
near  SMU  Contact  Rev  Tom  Brown  (214)  369-9259. 

"A  LOVE  TO  LIVE  BY.  author  Ed  Beck.  Kenny 
Rogers  says.  "This  book  is  what  real  faith  and  real 
love  are  all  about  I  would  hope  everyone  could 
read  it."  True  story  of  romance,  triumph  over  can¬ 
cerous  suffering,  an  N.C.A.A.  championship  bas¬ 
ketball  team,  led  by  a  Methodist  preacher.  Ed 
Beck.  Major  film  release  in  the  fall  of  1987.  Order: 
BOOK.  2655  Briargate  Blvd.,  Colorado  Springs.  CO 
80918  Send  $7.50. 

VIDEO  OF  JOHN  WESLEY'S  LIFE  by  award-win¬ 
ning  writer  photographer  Dr  James  Miller  27 
minutes.  $79.95.  plus  $2.50  handling  Specify  VHS 
or  Beta.  Envisions.  Inc.,  Box  25067,  Fort  Wayne. 
Indiana  46825 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Youth/Education  Direc- 
tor.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  212  Broad 
Street,  DeRidder,  LA  70634.  For  information  write: 
Search  Committee  or  call  (318)  463-4491. 

TOUR  IRELAND-SCOTLAND  with  Wally  and 
Stell  Chappell.  Pastor.  Cochran  Chapel  UMC,  Dal¬ 
las.  June  29-July  14.  Motorcoach  five  days  to  Irish 
sights,  six  days  circling  Scotland,  one  day  in  Lon¬ 
don.  Good  Price,  accommodations;  great  hosts  and 
guide.  (214)  357-3582;  4039  Killion.  Dallas.  TX 
75229.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  to  continue  and 
expand  the  existing  programs  for  current  and  de¬ 
ferred  giving.  Salary  negotiable,  excellent  bene¬ 
fits.  Send  resume,  salary  history,  and  references 
to:  Search  Committee,  the  Conference  Claimants' 
Endowment  Board  of  the  Califomia-Nevada  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  300 
27th  Street.  Oakland,  CA  94612.  by  March  20.  1987. 
or  phone  (415)  839-8523.  An  Equal  Opportunity.  Af- 
firmative  Action  Employer 

IBM  COMPATIBLE  SOFTWARE /HARDWARE  for 
church  management,  school  administration,  pay¬ 
roll,  fund  accounting,  word  processing.  R.  L.  Russ  it 
Associates.  Inc.  Call  Del  Street  (214  )  262-2940  or 
(817)  477-3324. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu- 
lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
anv  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton.  TX  78358. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH,  CHILDREN,  and  Educa¬ 
tion  for  happy  470-member  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Full-time  with  furnished  house.  Please 
send  resume/photo  to  Mike  McLaurin.  Box  510. 
Winnfield,  LA  71483. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyurethane 
paint  on  Vi  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes  available. 
Mounting  brackets  included  Inquire  of  Cross  and 
Flame  Insigne.  Suite  280  World  Trade  Center.  San 
Francisco,  CA  94111  or  call  (415)  398-4605 

POSITION  SOUGHT  Church  music  director,  part- 
time  Experienced,  certified  minister  of  music 
Dallas-Ft.  Worth  area  Gordon  Roe.  1323  Carna¬ 
tion.  Lewisville.  TX  75067.  (214)  436-0932 

DIRECTOR.  UNITED  METHODIST  BORDER 
Ministry  Inc  (funding  pending).  Coordinate  Out¬ 
reach  Ministries  of  the  Hispanic /Anglo  United 
Methodist  churches,  border  area  —  Laredo  to 
Brownsville.  TX.  must  be  bilingual,  have  public  re¬ 
lations/organizing/fund  raising  skills;  know-ledge 
doctrine /structure  UMC;  knowledge  presence/his¬ 
tory  UMC  in  Rio  Grande  Valley;  commitment  to 
address  area  socio-economic  realities.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Resume  by  February  18:  Dr  David  Al- 
virez,  1019  S  14th  St..  Edinburg.  TX  78539. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)627-6067 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  Youth /Education  Direc¬ 
tor  for  Mullins  UMC,  Memphis.  TN.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  call/write:  Mullins  UMC.  4  N, 
Mendenhall,  Memphis.  TN  38117-2698,  (901)  685- 
8253. 

ST  TIMOTHY  UMC  SEEKING  full-time  Educa- 
tion  and  Youth  Director.  750  membership.  Send  re¬ 
sume,  334  Old  Hwy  190,  Mandeville.  LA  70448 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  School  Superintendent. 
McCurdy  School,  a  Christian  mission  school  relat- 
ed  to  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Located  in  Espanola, 
New  Mexico.  25  miles  north  of  Santa  Fe  in  the 
northern  Rio  Grande  Valley.  Must  be  administra¬ 
tor  certified  and  have  a  strong  Christian  commit¬ 
ment.  Salary  in  the  $30s.  plus  home,  retirement 
and  health  plan.  Please  send  resume  by  March  1. 
1987,  to:  Search  Committee.  McCurdy  School.  P.O. 
Box  127.  Espanola.  NM  87532. 

MINISTER  OF  COUNSELING  for  active  UMC  of 
2.700  -r  members  Excellent  salary  and  benefits. 
Qualifications:  Ordained  minister  with  clinical 
membership  in  AAMFT,  AAPC,  ACSW,  LCSW,  or  a 
PhD  in  a  mental  health  field.  Send  resume  and 
three  reference  letters  to  Pastoral  Counselor 
Search  Committee,  First  Broad  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1346.  Kingsport.  TN 
37662 

Abortion  rights 
religious  group 
protests  in  storm 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Crowds  estimated  in 
excess  of  5,000  weathered  the  worst  win¬ 
ter  storm  in  four  years  Jan.  22  to  demon¬ 
strate  their  opposition  to  a  landmark 
Supreme  Court  decision  14  years  ago 
that  made  abortion  a  legal  option. 

The  ruling,  "Roe  vs.  Wade”  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun,  the 
only  United  Methodist  on  the  Supreme 
Court. 

Leaders  of  an  interreligious  coalition 
supporting  abortion  rights  said  a  key 
point  in  the  debate  is  the  "attack  on 
women  as  moral  decision-makers”  by 
the  “anti-choice  movement.” 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  are 
among  the  32  religious  bodies  in  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights.  The 
coalition  has  its  offices  in  the  United 
Methodist  Building  across  from  the  U.S. 
Capitol. 

Dr.  Donna  MortonStout,  an  executive 
with  the  Church  and  Society  board,  said 
that  “to  equate  personhood  with  an  un¬ 
born  fetus  and  put  those  rights  above 
those  of  a  pregnant  woman  is  to  deny  the 
personhood  of  the  women  and  to  consider 
her  body  a  baby  machine.” 

Prohibiting  abortion  by  law,  Dr.  Mor¬ 
tonStout  continued,  “will  not  stop  abor¬ 
tion.  It  will  simply  mean  that  poor 
people  cannot  obtain  abortions  . . .  (and) 
encourages  dangerous  illegal  activity.” 


the 

Wichita  attorney  to  head  fund 
for  health-care  ministries 

WICHITA— Attorney  Kim  Moore  of 
Wichita  has  been  selected  as  first  presi¬ 
dent  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
United  Methodist  Health  Ministry  Fund. 

The  non-profit  agency  was  incorporat¬ 
ed  last  summer  to  make  grants  for 
health-related  projects  from  interest 
earned  off  the  $32  million  sale  of  Wesley 
Medical  Center  in  Wichita  in  1986. 

Mr.  Moore,  37,  is  a  layman  at  First 
UMC  in  Wichita.  He  was  selected  from 
seven  finalists  out  of  a  national  field  of 
applicants. 

Missourians  form  crisis  team 
to  help  in  rural  bank  failures 

ST.  LOUIS— A  “Bank  Closing  Re¬ 
sponse  Team,”  intended  to  provide  tech¬ 
nical  information  and  support  to  rural 
communities  when  a  bank  fails,  has  been 
organized  by  the  Missouri  Interfaith  Co¬ 
alition  on  the  Rural  Crisis. 

United  Methodist  the  Rev.  Lee  White- 
side,  director  of  the  UM  Missouri  Area’s 
Office  Creative  Ministries  and  head  of 
the  first  bank  closing  team,  said  the 
group’s  purpose  is  to  go  into  a  communi¬ 
ty  as  an  independent  support  group  to 
give  guidance  and  encouragement  to 
families  who  may  face  a  crisis  because 
of  a  bank’s  closing. 

Training  for  new  team  members  will 
be  scheduled  soon,  Mr.  Whiteside  said. 

Bishop  to  lead  500 
on  Holy  Land  study  tour 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.— Bishop  Forrest 
Stith  (Syracuse  Area)  is  leading  500  lay 
and  clergy  persons  from  the  Western  and 


Magazine  contest  draws  banner  turnout 

NEW  YORK— UM  Board  of  Global  Ministries  staffers  Doris  Rivera  (left)  and 
Ruth  Kurtz  seem  deluged  by  more  than  100  entries  to  the  poster/banner  contest 
sponsored  by  “New  World  Outlook”  magazine.  Entries  will  be  displayed  at  the  mis¬ 
sion  agency’s  global  gathering  expected  to  bring  more  than  2,500  people  to  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  March  12-16.  board  of  global  ministries  photo  by  archie  Hamilton 


People  in  the  news  .  .  . 

Judge  credits  Crusade  Scholarships  for  law-career  success 


The  youngest  judge  on  the  bench  of  the 
Jackson  County  Circuit  Court  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  says  he  might  not  be  a  judge 
today  if  it  hadn’t  been  for  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Crusade  Scholarships. 

Jon  Gray,  35,  said  fi¬ 
nancial  aid  he  re¬ 
ceived  as  a  Crusade 
Scholar  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Missouri  Law 
School  in  Kansas  City 
made  his  law  career 
possible.  The  Crusade 
scholarships  program 
is  a  historic  United 
Methodist  way  to  help 
Jon  Gray  train  “leaders  for  mis¬ 
sion.”  Recipients  are  primarily  people 
from  overseas  churches  and  from  ethnic 
and  language  minorities  in  the  United 
States. 

The  judge  said  that  his  Christian  be¬ 
liefs  would  likely  play  a  role  in  his  ser¬ 
vice  on  the  bench,  even  though  he  said  he 
“doesn’t  wear  United  Methodism  on  my 
sleeve.” 

“I  certainly  intend  to  pray  for  guid¬ 
ance  in  all  decisions  I  make  and  render,” 
he  said. 


Mr.  Gray,  son  of  a  United  Methodist 
minister,  is  lay  leader  at  Centennial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Kansas  City. 
He  directs  the  chancel  choir  at  the  440- 
member  church.  This  past  Christmas  he 
completed  his  third  year  directing  Cen¬ 
tennial  church's  19th  annual  production 
of  G.  F.  Handel’s  “Messiah.” 

A  former  chair  of  the  church’s  adminis¬ 
trative  board,  he  serves  on  the  Missouri 
West  Annual  Conference  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race.  He  is  a  trustee  of 
United  Methodist  Camps  Inc.  and  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Area  United  Methodist  Foundation. 

"The  few  things  I  have  done  within  the 
framework  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  are  a  way  of  giving  back  a  small 
percentage  of  what  I  have  received  from 
the  church,”  Mr.  Gray  said. 

His  mother,  Mai  Gray,  is  an  elemen¬ 
tary  school  principal  and  is  a  former 
president  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  His 
father,  the  Rev.  C.  Jarrett  Gray  Sr.,  is  a 
retired  ministerial  member  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  West  Annual  Conference. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 

_ ) 


church  today 


North  Central  Annual  Conferences  on  a 
series  of  9-day  study  tours  of  the  Holy 
Land  Feb.  1-20. 

Bishop  Stith  explained  that  this  tour  is 
the  “inward”  or  contemplative  counter¬ 
part  to  an  “outward”  or  cutting-edge 
study  tour  he  led  last  summer  in  three 
African  countries. 

Participants  are  divided  into  five 
groups  with  staggered  departure  dates. 

Italian  Protestants  protest 
Catholic  emphasis  on  Mary 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)-A  coalition  of 
Italian  Protestant  bodies  has  proposed  a 
one-year  moratorium  on  official  dia¬ 
logue  with  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
citing  that  church’s  announcement  of  an 
upcoming  year  of  emphasis  on  Mary 
“without  preliminary  ecumenical  consul¬ 
tation.” 

The  Protestant  group,  the  Federation 
of  Evangelical  Churches  in  Italy,  in¬ 
cludes  Reformed,  Waldensian. 
Methodist,  Baptist,  Lutheran  and  Salva¬ 
tion  Army  jurisdictions. 

Expressing  “perplexity"  that  the  Cath¬ 
olics  acted  unilaterally  in  declaring  the 
year  of  emphasis  on  Mary,  the  federation 
said  the  observance  "emphasizes  one  of 
the  fundamental  points  of  divergence  be¬ 
tween  Catholics  and  Protestants.” 

Affirmation,  MFSA  to  sponsor 
reconciliation/sexuality  workshop 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo— “Reconciliation 
and  Sexuality:  A  Continuing  Dialogue” 
will  be  the  theme  of  a  March  14  confer¬ 
ence  co-sponsored  by  Affirmation  (Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  for  Lesbian/Gay 
Concerns)  and  the  Methodist  Federation 


for  Social  Action. 

Workshops  will  be  held  on  AIDS,  civil 
rights  of  lesbian  women  and  “gay”  men, 
homophobia  and  integrating  homosex¬ 
uals  into  the  ministry  of  the  church. 

Former  Olympic  track  star 
joins  UM  school  coaching  staff 

GREENCASTLE,  Ind.  (UMNS)— For¬ 
mer  track  star  Wilma  Rudolph,  three- 
time  Olympic  gold  medalist,  has  been 
named  to  the  staff  of  United  Methodist- 
related  DePauw  University. 

Ms.  Rudolph,  46,  who  overcame  child¬ 
hood  polio  and  broke  records  by  winning 
three  gold  medals  at  the  1960  Olympics 
in  Rome,  will  direct  the  women’s  track 
program  and  serve  as  a  consultant  on 
minority  affairs  to  the  university’s  presi¬ 
dent.  assisting  in  efforts  to  recruit  mi¬ 
nority  students. 

She  will  continue  to  head  the  Wilma 
Rudolph  Foundation  in  Indianapolis,  an 
agency  that  helps  disadvantaged  youth 
through  sports  and  academics. 


Weekly 
Bible  study 
series  for 
youth  and 
young  adults  for 
morning  or  evening. 

Builds  solid  faith 
by  Bible  knowledge. 
Introductory  Kit/Cassette 
Teacher  s  Manual:  SI 5.00 
Box  77.  El  Paso.  AR  72045 


_ FEBRUARY  6,  1987 

Ag  hearing 
told  policy 
is  ‘robbery’ 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

AUSTIN,  Texas— The  U.S.  nation¬ 
al  agricultural  policy  robs  small,  in¬ 
dependent  farmers  of  their  land,  a 
Texas  state  official  told  a  recent 
United  Methodist-sponsored  hearing 
on  the  farm  crisis. 

“Jesse  James  went  to  jail  for 
stealing,”  said  Texas  Department  of 
Agriculture  Commissioner  James 
Hightower  in  a  keynote  address  to 
50  persons  attending  the  meeting. 

Series  of  hearings  ends 

This  was  the  last  of  five  regional 
hearings  on  the  farm  crisis  held 
across  the  nation  and  sponsored  by 
the  United  Methodist  Boards  of 
Church  and  Society  and  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

Speakers  and  participants  includ¬ 
ed  farmers,  agricultural  specialists 
in  government,  college  and  farm  bu¬ 
reaus,  ecologists,  bankers,  union 
leaders,  heads  of  state,  councils  of 
churches  and  pastors  from  the 
eight-state  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  denomination. 

Mr.  Hightower  said  the  competi¬ 
tive  structure  of  the  farm  system 
“is  being  destroyed  by  the  pricing 
mechanism  of  current  federal  ad¬ 
ministration.  It  is  taking  farms 
from  individual  families  and  placing 
them  in  the  hands  of  conglomerates, 
and  corporations.  It  is  stealing  from 
people  who  care  for  the  community 
and  giving  to  those  less  concerned 
for  the  local  area.” 

He  thanked  the  church  for  its  sup¬ 
port  of  farm  crisis  Hot  Lines  estab¬ 
lished  in  Texas  and  other  states,  and 
of  the  Harkins-Gephart  Bill,  a  farm 
policy  being  introduced  in  the  U.S. 
Congress  this  year.  The  commission¬ 
er  listed  three  efforts  in  which  state 
government  could  help  the  farmer: 

•  Encourage  diversification— The 
staple  of  “cotton,  corn  and  cows  no 
longer  makes  a  profit  in  this  state. 
We  need  to  produce  something  the 
consumer  needs”; 

•  Aid  the  farmer  to  sell  his  prod¬ 
ucts— “We  have  helped  establish  58 
farmers’  markets  with  more  than 
2,000  farmers  participating”; 

•  Help  the  farmer  become  the 
processor— “Only  25  cents  of  each 
dollar  spent  in  the  grocery  store 
goes  to  the  farmer;  the  processor 
gets  the  biggest  cut.” 

The  exacting  toll  of  human  suffer¬ 
ing  experienced  by  farm  families  in 
financial  crisis  was  a  subject  treat¬ 
ed  by  several  of  the  speakers. 

Mona  Lee  Brock,  who  works  at 
the  farm  crisis  Hot  Line  maintained 
by  the  Oklahoma  Council  of 
Churches  in  Oklahoma  City,  said  she 
and  her  husband  lost  their  farm  and 
life  savings  in  July  1985. 

She  reported  that  she  has  taken 
more  than  11,000  calls  from  con¬ 
fused  and  hurting  farmers  and  that 
34  farm-related  suicides  have  oc¬ 
curred  in  Oklahoma  since  Novem¬ 
ber  1985. 

“The  human  trauma  is  unsur¬ 
passed,”  she  said,  “as  people  find 
themselves  unable  to  cope  with  the 
shock  of  losing  everything  they 
have." 

There  is  hope  after  farming, 
claimed  Mary  Schultz  of  Webb  City, 
Mo.  She  said  she  and  her  husband 
took  bankruptcy  on  their  1,800-acre 
farm  in  South  Dakota  and  started  a 
new  life  in  the  teaching  profession 
in  Webb  City. 

Church  help  was  there 

"The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Webb  City  helped  us  when  we  need¬ 
ed  it,”  she  said.  "They  helped  my 
husband  land  a  job;  they  accepted  us 
and  my  five  children.  We  are  very 
happy  now.” 

The  Rev.  Harold  McSwain,  head 
of  the  United  Methodist  Rural  Life 
Fellowship,  who  has  attended  all 
five  hearings,  said  the  church  “is  not 
paying  attention  to  the  farmers. 
This  new  resolution  will  come  from 
the  people.  Fifty  percent  of  our 
membership  and  80  percent  of  our 
churches  are  in  towns  under  10,000 
population.  That’s  where  the  rural 
crisis  is.” 


The 

Scrollkeeper 

Professionally  written 
software  for 
church  management 
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Faith  Development  and  a  Practical 
Theology  of  Pastoral  Care 

Date:  March  16-20,1987 

Leader:  James  W.  Fowler,  Professor  of 
Theology  &  Human  Development 
Candler  School  of  Theology 

Where:  Campus  of  Union  Theological 
Seminary  In  New  York  City 

Contact:  Auburn  Theological  Seminary 
3041  Broadway 
New  York,  New  York  10027 
(212)662-4315 
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INTEREST  HIGH  AT  CONVOCATION  OF  BOARDS 


The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  shown  in  the  above  picture.  Probably  one  of  the 
largest  boards  of  the  Annual  Conference,  this  group  is  charged  with  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  of  the  overall  Mission  and  Church  Extension  emphasis  for  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence. 


The  committee  charged  with  the  responsibility  for  writing  the  History  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodism  is  shown  meeting  with  its  chairperson,  Mrs.  Norma  Winegeart.  The 
book,  entitled  From  Saddlebags  To  Satellites,  will  be  available  for  sale  at  Annual 
Conference  in  June. 


The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  met  during  the  Convocation  of  Boards  and  the 
above  picture  shows  a  sub-committee  of  the  group  meeting  to  make  plans  for  the 
activities  of  this  group. 


Rogers  Newman,  Chairperson  of  Religion  &  Race,  discusses  plans  for  the  Com- 
sion  for  1987.  One  emphasis  of  the  Commission  is  to  encourage  congregations  of  dif¬ 
ferent  races  to  participate  in  programs  with  each  other. 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  addresses  the  Convocation  dinner  on  Friday  eve¬ 
ning.  The  highlights  of  his  remarks  are  found  on  this  page  of  The  Louisiana 
Methodist. 


The  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship  meets  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  H.  A.  Har¬ 
rington,  Jr.  Plans  were  made  for  Rally  ’87  followup  meetings  —  lab  schools  — 
camping  emphasis  —  Christian  Education  events  and  other  matters  pertaining  to 
this  board. 


Tom  Howe,  Chairperson  of  the  Conference  Disaster  &  Preparedness  Committee, 
is  shown  leading  this  group  as  they  discuss  the  importance  and  the  responsibilities 
of  their  committee. 


One  of  the  various  sub-committees  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  shown 
meeting  here  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  John  Winn,  Vice-Chairperson  of  the  board. 


The  Retired  Ministers'  Homes  Board  met  under  the  leadership  of  its  Executive 
Director,  Rev.  James  Adams,  to  review  the  work  of  their  board  and  to  discuss  the 
building  of  additional  retired  ministers’  homes. 


The  1987  Convocation  of  Boards,  held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  January  30  and  31,  portrayed  a  high  degree  of  interest  and 
enthusiasm  by  both  clergy  and  laity  in  attendance.  One  of  the  highlights  of  the 
event  was  the  Convocation  Dinner  held  on  Friday  night  featuring  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood  giving  a  report  of  things  to  come  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence. 

1.  Bishop  Underwood  began  by  thanking  the  Conference  for  another  financially 
good  year.  The  Conference  paid  92.96%  of  its  apportionments  and  once  again 
100  %  of  World  Service. 

2.  For  the  first  time  in  a  number  of  years  Louisiana  Methodists  reversed  their 
membership  trend.  Instead  of  showing  a  loss  in  Conference  membership,  1986 
will  go  down  as  a  year  when  Methodism  gained.  Six  of  the  nine  districts  had 
increases  in  membership  for  1986. 

3. The  “blue  ribbon  committee”  selected  to  study  the  Good  Samaritan  Offering 
received  a  word  of  appreciation  from  Bishop  Underwood  who  stated  that 
they  had  nearly  completed  their  work  and  the  Conference  will  look  forward 
to  their  report  and  recommendations  at  Annual  Conference. 

4.  Bishop  Underwood  reported  to  the  Convocation  that  a  committee  had  been 
appointed  to  examine  the  district  lines  around  the  New  Orleans  area.  They 
are  studying  the  possibility  that  the  churches  of  the  New  Orleans  metropoli¬ 
tan  area  be  located  in  such  a  way  as  to  form  a  Metropolitan  District  and  that 
the  churches  within  the  New  Orleans/Houma  and  New  Orleans/Slidell  dis¬ 
tricts  that  are  outside  the  New  Orleans  area  be  formed  into  a  district  that 
can  be  administered  efficiently. 

5.  The  purchase  of  property  for  a  Conference  Retreat  Center  was  still  much 
“alive,”  but  was  on  hold  at  this  time  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Hot  Wells  site  near 
Boyce  has  not  been  put  up  for  sale  by  the  State.  When  the  time  comes,  serious 
consideration  will  be  given  its  purchase  by  the  Annual  Conference. 

6.  Bishop  Underwood  announced  that  once  again  we  will  have  Pre-Conference 
Legislative  sessions  this  year  in  every  district  on  Saturday,  May  16. 


Shown  in  this  issue  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  are  scenes  from  some 
of  the  Boards  and  Committees  as  they  give  attention  to  matters  designated  to 
their  care  and  concern. 


The  Commission  on  the  Status  &  Role  of  Women,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Betty  Rowell,  formulated  plans  for  conducting  district  workshops. 


The  Communications  Committee  met  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Grayson  Wat¬ 
son  and  had  as  special  guests  Rev.  Brian  Brightly,  representing  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
and  Mr.  Bill  Bailey  of  The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


During  the  Board  of  Discipleship  meeting,  Doris  Marsalis  confers  with  Cathey 
Sholar  on  the  Christian  Education  banquet  to  be  held  at  Annual  Conference. 


Andrews,  chairperson  of  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension,  are  shown  leading  the 
group  in  a  discussion  of  new  church  sites  for  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
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Need  to  get  together  sets  us  apart  Drafting  coach  for  evangelism  drive  kioked 

After  a  long  drought.  United  Method-  so  much  more  effective  when  we  share  „  .  ®  ^  USUI  UI  IVC  MtlVCU 


After  a  long  drought.  United  Method¬ 
ists  appear  to  be  rediscovering  the  value 
and  importance  of  mass  rallies. 

At  least  that’s  the  impression  offered 
by  two  large  United  Methodist  gather¬ 
ings— one  recently  completed,  the  other 
coming  up  in  March. 

Rally  ’87.  sponsored  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship  and 
intended  to  help  strengthen  the  United 
Methodist  Church  through  the  Sunday 
school,  was  a  smashing  success,  attract¬ 
ing  a  crowd  of  more  than  2,000  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  30). 

Hotel  meeting,  eating  and  sleeping  fa¬ 
cilities  groaned  under  the  load.  United 
Methodists  from  the  host  Houston  area, 
expecting  to  drop  in  on  occasional  ses¬ 
sions,  were  turned  away  because  there 
was  “no  room  in  the  inn." 

An  even  larger  number  of  United 
Methodists— up  to  4,000— are  expected 
in  Louisville,  Ky.,  March  12-15  for  a 
“global  gathering’’  sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  An¬ 
glican  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  of 
South  Africa  heads  the  list  of  speakers. 

We  take  heart  from  the  apparent  mes¬ 
sage  of  these  two  giant  rallies:  People 
will  go  to  great  lengths  and  expense  to 
participate  in  events  that  reflect  and 
magnify  both  personal  faith  and  the 
church’s  corporate  witness. 

That  should  not  be  surprising. 

There’s  great  stimulation  and  affirma¬ 
tion  of  one  another  and  of  our  common 
faith  when  we  study,  worship  and  eat  to¬ 
gether  with  Christians  from  places  near 
and  far. 

What’s  more,  large  gatherings  of 
Christians  provide  tangible  evidence  of 
how  our  usually  disjointed  efforts  can  be 


so  much  more  effective  when  we  share 
experiences  and  work  together.  It’s  not 
incidental  that  it  was  a  large  crowd  of 
people  that  experienced  the  Holy  Spirit’s 
transforming  power  at  Pentecost. 

For  Christians,  the  cliche,  "We  need  to 
get  together,"  is  not  a  throwaway  line. 
Getting  together— to  worship,  study, 
work  and  play — is  basic  to  our  identity 
as  members  of  Christ’s  body.  Our  cor¬ 
porateness  sets  us  apart  from  the  secu¬ 
lar  emphasis  on  "doing  your  own  thing" 
with  no  accountability  to  or  identifica¬ 
tion  with  other  people. 

It  simply  is  not  the  case,  as  many 
would  have  us  think,  that  we  can  "wor¬ 
ship  as  well  by  myself  on  the  golf  course 
(or  in  the  woods  or  on  the  lake)"  as  we 
can  with  others. 

That  outlook  reveals  a  less-than-ma- 
ture  understanding  of  the  corporate 
character  of  Christianity,  including  John 
Wesley’s  insight  that  "there’s  no  such 
thing  as  a  solitary  Christian.” 

We  applaud  the  efforts  of  both  orga¬ 
nizers  and  participants  of  mass  rallies 
such  as  Rally  ’87  in  Houston  and  the 
“Global  Gathering”  in  Louisville.  Both 
events  are  good  reminders  of  our  corpo¬ 
rate  identity  as  Christians  and  our  need 
to  "get  together”  to  revitalize  our  faith 
and  witness. 

On  a  smaller  but  no  less  important 
scale,  the  opportunity  to  meet  that  need 
exists  every  Sunday  morning  in  our  local 
congregations.  Even  if  we  can’t  rally 
with  masses  of  Christians  in  a  distant 
place,  we  can  and  should  rally  in  our  own 
church  at  least  once  a  week  to  worship 
God  and  enjoy  fellowship  with  other 
Christians.  And  we  should  invite  others 
to  do  the  same. 

Here  I  Stand 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Reporter’s  Jan.  30  issue,  I  no¬ 
ticed  the  article  headlined,  "Coach  to 
‘quarterback’  evangelism  drive.” 

Tom  Landry,  Dallas  Cowboys  football 
coach,  is  to  head  a  national  campaign  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  for  evange¬ 
lism. 

Sunday  is  America’s  national  sports 
day.  Mr.  Landry  is  a  good  football  coach. 
But  is  he  an  example  of  the  spiritual 
leader  to  head  such  a  program? 

For  four  months  of  the  year,  he,  his 
coaches  and  players  violate  the  Lord’s 
Day.  They  do  not  set  a  good  example  for 
sinners  or  Christians  by  encouraging 
them  to  go  to  these  games. 

Sunday  (the  Lord’s  Day)  is  America’s 
“fun-day."  Instead  of  bringing  the  world 
up  to  Christianity,  Christianity  is  being 
brought  down  to  the  world. 

God  wants  His  people  to  be  different. 
But  like  Israel  of  old,  Christians  want  to 
be  like  the  world. 

I  was  taught  to  show  reverence  for  the 
Lord’s  day,  and  for  39  years  I  preached 
to  my  people  to  do  so.  Now  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  by  choosing  such  a 
man,  encourages  the  opposite. 

We  play  into  the  hands  of  the  world  by 
choosing  such  a  man  to  head  this  program. 
Harry  C.  Mark 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 

Perspective  helped 

To  the  Editor: 

I  very  much  appreciated  the  Jan.  16 
“Here  I  Stand”  column  by  Henry  Presler. 

His  thoughtful  comments  about  declin¬ 
ing  membership  and  the  wisdom  of  at¬ 
tending  to  the  90  percent  who  have  not 
left  the  UM  Church  really  helped  put  the 


UMC  needs  strategy  for  singles 


By  DICK  DUNN 

Much  has  been  written  lately  about 
how  the  United  Methodist  Church  plans 
to  reverse  the  membership  loss  that  has 
progressed  steadily  over  past  23  years. 

Strangely  enough,  nothing  really  new 
has  been  proposed.  Instead,  a  lot  of  old 
ideas  are  being  given  another  chance,  as 
though  we  can  reverse  this  trend  by  try¬ 
ing  a  little  harder. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  few,  if  any,  think 
there  is  even  the  slightest  chance  of 
reaching  the  20  million  goal  adopted  by 
the  last  General  Conference  by  1992? 

For  reasons  that  I  cannot  fathom, 
however,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
refuses  to  face  up  to  a  tremendous 
change  that  has  been  taking  place  in  our 
society  during  the  very  same  period  our 
membership  has  steadily  declined. 

In  1960,  less  than  10  percent  of  the 
adult  population  in  the  United  States  was 
single  (never  married,  widowed,  di¬ 
vorced  or  separated).  Churches,  basically 
oriented  to  couples  and  families,  had 
been  growing. 

Age  has  risen  dramatically 

Since  1960,  however,  the  age  of  first 
marriages  has  risen  dramatically.  The 
number  of  widowed  people  has  increased 
significantly,  and  divorce  statistics  con¬ 
tinue  to  grow. 

Single  adults  of  all  ages  and  stages 
now  abound  in  our  culture.  If  the  U.S. 
Census  Bureau  is  correct,  before  the  turn 
of  the  century,  there  will  be  more  single 
adults  than  married  adults  in  our  coun¬ 
try. 

Has  the  church  adjusted  to  meet  this 
change?  Only  in  a  few  rare  cases.  In 
most,  we  continue  to  operate  in  exactly 
the  same  way  we  did  in  1960,  oblivious  to 
the  needs  of  single  adults. 

Let  me  illustrate.  In  1977  I  was  di¬ 
vorced  I  expected  to  face  a  major 
lifestyle  adjustment,  and  I  surely  id. 
What  I  had  not  expected  was  the  tremen- 
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dous  adjustment  I  would  have  to  make 
with  the  church.  Suddenly,  I  did  not  fit.  It 
was  as  if  I  were  an  outsider  looking  in. 

No  one  told  me  I  did  not  belong  there. 
People  even  tried  to  make  me  welcome. 
However,  they  were  all  married,  and  I 
was  not.  As  I  later 
wrote  in  my  journal: 

“Two  plus  one 
doesn’t  make  three; 
and  four  plus  one 
doesn't  make  five.  It 
only  makes  the  one 
feel  lonely." 

Simply  being  dif¬ 
ferent  tends  to  make 
a  person  feel  that  he  or  she  does  not  fit. 

At  first,  I  thought  what  I  was  feeling 
was  the  result  of  the  church’s  judgment 
regarding  divorce.  However,  as  I  talked 
with  widowed  singles  and  never-married 
singles,  I  quickly  discovered  that  they 
felt  a  lot  of  the  same  thing  I  did. 

Divorce  wasn’t  the  trouble 

It  was  not  divorce  with  which  the 
church  was  having  trouble.  It  was  single¬ 
ness.  The  church  was  uncomfortable 
with  singles.  What’s  more,  single  adults 
(of  all  ages  and  stages)  were  and  are  ter¬ 
ribly  uncomfortable  with  the  church. 

Let  me  illustrate  further.  Ask  any 
bishop  or  district  superintendent  how 
easy  it  is  to  appoint  a  single  pastor  (di¬ 
vorced,  widowed  or  never  married)  to  a 
United  Methodist  church. 

Churches  want  their  clergy  to  be  mar¬ 
ried  and  to  minister  to  married  people.  A 
married  pastor  (even  one  who  becomes 
single  again  and  subsequently  marries) 
can  be  easily  appointed. 

One  who  remains  single  is  going  to 
have  a  difficult  time.  It  makes  me  won¬ 
der  at  times  just  how  far  Jesus  himself 
could  have  gone  in  the  United  Methodist 
system. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  single  adults  do 
not  feel  comfortable  in  our  churches, 
thus  accounting  for  a  large  number  of 
the  “unchurched”  in  today’s  society?  We 
can  study  our  membership  loss  forever, 
but  we  will  not  turn  it  around  until  we 
recognize  that  the  world  in  which  we  live 


is  no  longer  predominately  one  of  mar¬ 
ried  couples. 

I  simply  cannot  understand  our  resis¬ 
tance  to  an  all-out  strategy  to  reach  this 
large  segment  of  the  population.  In  the 
very  first  year  of  our  singles  ministry  in 
my  present  congregation,  more  than 
1,300  singles  were  a  part  of  the  program. 

In  the  second  year,  we  reached  out  to 
more  than  2,000.  It  was  not  a  hostile 
group.  The  singles  were  waiting  and 
longing  to  be  involved. 

Singles  have  much  to  offer 

Single  adults  have  so  much  to  offer  the 
church.  They  are  not  shiftless.  They  are 
not  self-centered.  They  are  not  swingers. 
They  are  not  irresponsible. 

At  least,  they  are  none  of  these  any 
more  than  their  married  counterparts. 
Rather,  they  are  God’s  children,  ready  to 
take  their  appropriate  place  within  the 
body  of  Christ. 

If  we  are  serious  about  growing  in¬ 
stead  of  declining,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  needs  a  strategy  for  singles  min¬ 
istry.  The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
needs  a  full-time  person  to  spearhead 
this  emphasis. 

Every  conference  and  every  district 
needs  a  committee  to  resource  this 
cause.  And  every  local  church  must 
make  a  specific  attempt  to  be  in  minis¬ 
try  to  and  with  single  adults. 

We  are  fast  approaching  the  time 
when  singles  will  outnumber  marrieds. 
We  can  ignore  that  and  hope  it  will 
somehow  go  away.  Or  we  can  view  it  as 
a  new  opportunity  for  ministry  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Now  is  our  hour  of 
decision. 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Dick  Dunn  is  minister  to 
singles  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Roswell.  Ga.  (North  Georgia  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “ Here 
1  Stand.”  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


whole  issue  into  perspective  for  me. 

I  do  feel  a  need  for  spiritual  renewal— 
for  myself— and  I  recognize  it  as  my  re¬ 
sponsibility.  I  don’t  blame  my  church  for 
not  handing  it  to  me. 

Betty  Barrett 
Princetown,  Minnesota 

Perspective  offbase 

To  the  Editor: 

When  Henry  Presler  implies  that  90 
percent  of  United  Methodist  members 
stay  because  they  like  what  they  see,  it  is 
a  little  like  saying  most  people  who  stay 
married  do  so  because  they  are  happy 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  16). 

But  we  know  that  many  unhappy  cou¬ 
ples  remain  married. 

There  are  many  reasons:  for  the  chil¬ 
dren,  out  of  habit,  from  loyalty,  for  con¬ 
venience,  from  fear  of  change,  from  not 
knowing  how  to  have  a  better  marriage, 
in  hopes  something  somehow  will  change. 

Some  stay  together  even  for  unhealthy 
reasons.  From  my  experience,  many  stay 
in  the  UMC,  though  unhappy.  When  they 
become  too  unhappy,  then  they  leave. 

I  cannot  agree  that  for  those  exiting 
our  churches,  “let  them  go  as  friends,” 
anymore  than  I  would  give  a  friendly  en¬ 
dorsement  to  divorce.  The  real  question 
is  what  can  we  do  to  have  life— whether 
in  marriage  or  in  the  church? 

The  appeal  to  reexamine  our  declin¬ 
ing  church  is  actually  a  call  for  health. 
In  a  marriage,  to  admit  there’s  a  prob¬ 
lem  is  the  first  step  in  finding  something 
deeper,  something  better.  And  so  with 
our  UMC. 

Perhaps  we  may  rediscover  the  vision 
John  Wesley  had  from  the  Holy  Spirit.  To 
be  content  with  the  status  quo  produces 
only  stagnation. 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Bisbee,  Arizona 

Peace  efforts  needed 

To  the  Editor 

I  appreciate  the  article  and  related 
editorial  on  the  TRAG  (transportation 
agriculture  vehicle)  and  Earl  Miner  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  23  and  Jan.  30)  and  the  men¬ 
tion  elsewhere  of  Palestinian  Christian 
Arabs— often  forgotten  people. 

Mr.  Miner  is  reported  as  sharing  impa¬ 
tience  “when  he  feels  people  in  the  church 
. . .  are  not  working  enough  for  peace." 

Cardinal  John  O’Connor’s  recent  visit  to 
the  Holy  Land  called  attention  to  the 
plight  of  the  Palestinians  and  present  poli¬ 
cies  of  refusing  to  negotiate  with  them. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


With  Israel  a  nuclear  power  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  atom  bombs,  there  is  a  danger  of 
nuclearizing  the  conflict  in  the  Middle 
East.  There  is  no  military  solution  to  the 
Israeli-Palestinian  conflict. 

Negotiations  must  begin  based  on  real 
compromise  and  mutual  recognition  of 
peoples’  rights. 

Evelyn  Menconi 
Dorchester,  Massachusetts 

I  was  disgusted 

To  the  Editor 

In  regard  to  Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  Jan. 
23  article  headlined,  “  ‘Unusual’  rock 
star  provides  surprises,”  I  appreciate 
that  he  believes  we  cannot  just  sit  in  our 
sanctuary  pews  on  Sunday  morning  and 
lead  the  lost  to  Christ. 

However,  I  was  shocked  and  disgusted 
that  a  leader  in  our  denomination,  or  any 
Christian  denomination,  would  allow  his 
10-year-old  daughter  to  attend  a  concert 
featuring  a  singer  such  as  Cyndi  Lauper 
whose  message  is  diametrically  opposite 
to  that  of  the  Gospel  in  the  way  she 
dresses  and  the  songs  she  sings. 

Mr.  Dunnam  stated  that  some  of  the 
lyrics  of  the  songs  were  redemptive. 

When  the  Holy  Spirit  led  the  Lord  into 
the  wilderness  for  40  days,  Satan  quoted 
portions  of  the  Bible  to  Jesus.  The  source 
of  the  words  he  used  is  redemptive,  but 
what  Satan  was  attempting  to  do  cer¬ 
tainly  was  not. 

Some  of  the  words  from  Cyndi 
Lauper’s  lips  may  sound  like  “something 
akin  to  the  essence  of  our  faith,”  but  they 
actually  come  from  the  pit. 

The  Mormons  and  Jehovah’s  Witnesses 
also  appear  to  teach  “something  akin”  to 
our  faith,  yet  their  teaching  is  nothing 
short  of  heresy.  I  am  sure  that  Adolf 
Hitler  had  a  few  nice  things  to  say  that 
resembled  Christian  teachings  as  well  as 
did  Jim  Jones  and  Arius. 

It  is  tragic  that  this  paper  will  some¬ 
times  attack  men  of  God  such  as  Pat 
Robertson  and  praise  unbelievers  like 
Cyndi  Lauper. 

We  must  get  out  of  our  buildings  and 
into  the  streets  to  witness  to  the  lost,  but 
we  cannot  afford  to  compromise  the 
Gospel  by  “sitting  at  table  with  demons” 
to  achieve  that  end. 

J.  Russell  Ash 
Big  Lake,  Texas 

Call  it  what  it  is 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  absolutely  agog  at  your  editorial 


concerning  Oral  Roberts’  latest  revela¬ 
tion  (see  UMR,  Jan.  16). 

What  will  we  not  do  to  avoid  offending 
even  the  offensive? 

Why  not  call  Oral  Roberts’  pronounce¬ 
ment  what  all  people  of  sense  know  it  is: 
a  blatant  example  of  sick  religion. 

Nelson  M.  Pittinger 
Frederick,  Maryland 

Was  Jesus  bad  influence? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  reply  to  the  Jan.  23  letters  of 
Eleanore  James  and  Norma  B.  Mielke 
about  the  “frugal  gourmet,”  the  Rev. 
Jeff  Smith,  and  his  use  of  alcohol. 

Their  remarks  bring  to  my  mind  some 
word  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  spoke  on 
that  very  subject: 

“But  where  unto  shall  I  liken  this  gener¬ 
ation?  It  is  like  unto  children  sitting  in  the 
markets  and  calling  unto  their  fellows. 

“And  saying,  we  have  piped  unto  you, 
and  you  have  not  danced;  we  have 
mourned  unto  you,  and  you  have  not  la¬ 
mented. 

“For  John  came  neither  eating  nor 
drinking,  and  they  say  He  hath  a  devil. 

"The  Son  of  Man  came  eating  and 
drinking  and  they  say,  Behold  a  man 
gluttonous  and  a  wine  bibber,  a  friend  of 
publicans  and  sinners.  But  wisdom  is  jus¬ 
tified  of  her  children.”  (Matthew  11:16-19) 

Was  our  Lord  a  bad  influence  on  peo¬ 
ple  because  He  was  a  glutton  and  a  wine 
bibber? 

Marion  Thomason 
Crossville,  Tennessee 

Picayune  thinking  hit 

To  the  Editor: 

Frank  Warden  in  his  Jan.  30  letter  to 
the  editor  posed  the  question,  “Is  Jesus 
still  right  in  saying  no  one  comes  to  the 
Father  but  by  me?” 

His  purpose  was  to  imply  that  only  by 
being  a  Christian  can  anyone  have  any 
hope  of  a  heaven. 

Mr.  Warden  neglects  to  recall  that  in 
John  5:22  Jesus  also  said,  "The  Father 
judges  no  one,  but  has  given  all  judgment 
to  the  Son,  that  all  may  honor  the  Son, 
even  as  they  honor  the  Father.” 

Well  now,  how  can  anyone  go  unto  the 
Father  without  first  being  judged  worthy 
by  Jesus  no  matter  what  faith  one  fol¬ 
lows?  There  is  no  place  in  divine  love  for 
picayune  thinking. 

El  Paso,  Texas 
Clyde  W.  Rathwick 
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My  Witness 

Church  auction  was  successful  but . 


By  CHRISTINE  PAULEY 

Soon  after  arriving  in  a  new  communi¬ 
ty,  I  attended  an  annual  church  dinner 
followed  by  an  auction.  Excitement  built 
as  the  well-established  tradition  to  raise 
funds  for  the  church  drew  closer. 

Eager  hands  worked  long  hours  mak¬ 
ing  intricate  items  for  the  auction. 
Church  members  proudly  told  me  that 
many  helpers  never  attended  any 
church. 

The  auction  had  grown  so  large  in  re¬ 


cent  years  that  the  local  school  cafeteria 
had  to  be  used. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Thanks ,  Mom  and  Bishop  Tutu ,  I  needed  that 


iaa  been  truthful  in 
:imes  the  congrega- 

m 


Some  of  the  most  revealing  and  en¬ 
riching  letters  an  editor  receives  do  not 
typically  qualify  for  inclusion  in  a  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor”  column. 

Two  such  letters  reached  my  desk  in 
the  same  day’s  mail  last  week. 

The  first  was  a  handwritten  note  from 
the  Anglican  archbishop  of  Cape  Town, 
Desmond  Tutu. 

He  was  thanking  me  for  looking  after 
him  while  he  was  at  the  World  Methodist 
Conference  last  July  in  Kenya  and  then 
sending  him  some  news  clippings  and 
pictures  from  that  experience. 

He  apologized  for  appearing  to  be  “an 
utter  ingrate”  by  waiting  so  long  to 
write.  He  described  some  nice  things  I 
wrote  about  him  as  “utterly  unde¬ 
served.” 

That  the  archbishop,  with  all  the  other 
demands  on  his  time  and  energy,  would 
take  the  time  to  write  is  a  testimony  to 
his  sensitivity  and  character.  And  the  de¬ 
meanor  of  basic  humility  he  has  main¬ 
tained  while  experiencing  worldwide 
fame  and  acclaim  offers  a  worthy  role 
model  for  anyone  who  aspires  to  be  a 
Christian  leader. 

The  other  letter  offered  a  different 
kind  of  lesson  in  humility.  It  was  from 
my  mother.  After  opening  with  a  few 
personal  pleasantries  she  wrote: 

"Good  news!  Today  my  hairdresser 
asked  if  I  knew  the  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
who  wrote  the  story  about  taking  his 
daughter  to  the  Cyndi  Lauper  concert. 
She  just  loved  it  and  said  both  of  her 
teen-age  girls  liked  it  and  cut  it  out.  They 


hope  to  see  more  stories  like  this  one  in 
the  church  paper.  The  lady  said  this  was 
the  first  time  they  ever  were  interested 
in  a  story  beyond  their  local  church  news 
on  the  front  page. 

“Now  let  me  say  a  ^ 
few  words  as  I  do 
about  once  a  year.” 

“Uh.  oh,”  I 
thought.  “That 
sounds  like  the  intro¬ 
duction  to  an  omi¬ 
nous  message.”  _ _ 

The  letter  contin-  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
ued:  “I  agree  with  the  letter  from 
Eleanor  James  in  Yucaipa,  Calif.,  head¬ 
lined  ‘Clergy  cook’s  use  of  wine  uncorks 
readers’  ire.’  She  said  it  for  me  too! 

“I  had  a  personal  experience  once  at  a 
Christmas  dinner  for  the  young  married 
couples  at  our  church.  It  was  a  lovely 
Christmas  table  setting— including  wine 
for  everyone  as  long  as  it  lasted.  Those 
folks  drank  like  fish! 

"I  was  shocked.  I  had  never  thought  I’d 
be  in  this  situation.  I  turned  my  glass  up¬ 
side  down.  The  hostess  never  was  friend¬ 
ly  to  us  again.  She  was  shocked  that  we 
refused  wine. 

“I  have  a  problem  if  I  eat  sweets  and 
am  tempted  everyday.  If  I  drank  like  I 
eat,  I  could  be  a  bigger  problem.  I  never 
have  taken  the  first  sip! 

“Two  weeks  ago  I  just  happened  to 
turn  on  the  TV,  and  the  same  Rev.  Smith 
was  on  talking  about  cooking  with  wine. 
Spurgeon,  I  just  wonder  how  many  cooks 
sip  on  the  wine  all  the  time  they  cook 


like  you  taste  your  bar-b-q  sauce  as  you 
cook  outside? 

“Plus  the  wine  has  to  be  bought  and 
brought  into  one’s  home  where  children 
see  and  understand  it’s  just  OK. 

“Your  mother  is  not  the  only  one  who 
dislikes  such  stories  in  our  United 
Methodist  Reporter!  You  run  many  great 
stories.  Why  use  space  for  a  large  pic¬ 
ture  of  someone  like  Rev.  Smith  who  is 
urging  people  to  buy  and  use  wine? 

"In  case  it  is  not  already  clear,  the 
wine  cooking  story  made  me  and  others 
mad,  MAD,  MAD! 

“Tell  Mr.  Darrell  Turner,  who  wrote 
that  story,  that  a  true  United  Methodist 
would  not  like  his  story.  Leave  it  to  the 
food  section  of  the  daily  paper  to  carry 
that  kind  of  story.  Keep  such  stories  out 
of  the  Reporter.  Surely  you  have  plenty 
of  good  stories  to  fill  the  Reporter  with¬ 
out  this  type. 

“Every  time  a  story  like  this  comes 
out,  I  catch  it!  The  editor  does,  too.  I  am 
the  mother  of  a  fine  editor,  and  usually  I 
don’t  mind  having  to  defend  you.  But  on 
a  story  like  this,  it  is  hard! 

“You  don’t  need  to  answer  this  letter.  I 
feel  more  comfortable  now  that  I’ve  told 
you  how  I  feel.  This  has  been  a  good  visit 
with  a  son  who  has  known  me  for  44 
years.  Much  love  and  prayers,  Mother.” 

Each  of  us  should  be  blessed  with  at 
least  one  such  critic.  I’m  glad  I  don’t 
have  to  respond.  Sometimes  it’s  better 
just  to  take  your  combination  of  lumps 
and  compliments  and  let  the  reader  have 
the  last  word. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Members  had  been  truthful 

On  the  evening  of  the  auction,  I  real¬ 
ized  the  members  had  been  truthful 
their  boasts.  Four  times  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  size  attended,  j 
so  it  was  a  big  event  I 
indeed,  especially  for  I 
a  town  of  less  than  [ 

100  in  population. 

Most  of  those  who  I 
attended  lived  in  or 
near  the  community,  — 

so  I  had  seen  their  ~  '■ 

faces  before,  even  if  Christine  Pauley 
I  didn’t  know  their  names. 

Throughout  the  auction  I  felt  uneasy 
and  later  tried  to  examine  why.  I  prayed 
and  thought  but  never  satisfied  my  un¬ 
easiness. 

Since  I  had  been  raised  in  a  city  set¬ 
ting  rather  than  a  rural  one,  I  blamed 
some  of  my  conclusions  on  lack  of  appre¬ 
ciation.  But  my  uneasiness  persists. 

There  was  a  gala  atmosphere  through¬ 
out  the  evening.  Many  people  worked 
hard.  I  praised  church  members  because 
I  could  see  the  event  as  an  opportunity 
for  a  contact  point  for  the  Lord. 

So  many  hands  donated  food,  served 
food,  created  items  to  sell  and  helped 
with  clean-up  that  I  assumed  much  shar¬ 
ing  of  spiritual  things  was  happening. 
Yet,  months  later  I  still  hadn’t  seen  those 
faces  I  saw  at  the  auction  in  church. 

Jovial  joking  prevailed  during  the  auc¬ 
tion.  One  high  bidder  would  call  out 


someone  else’s  name  to  pay  for  an  item 
once  the  bid  was  completed.  Good  natur- 
edly  the  “volunteer”  paid  for  the  item. 

Other  times  someone  bought  an  item 
then  instructed  the  auctioneer  to  resell 
it.  I  soon  realized  that  a  sale  hadn’t  oc¬ 
curred,  but  a  public  gift  to  the  church 
had  been  made. 

They  looked  forward  to  auction 

Later,  in  the  evening  I  overheard  some 
of  the  auction’s  big  “givers”  mention 
how  they  supported  the  church  every 
year  at  the  dinner  and  auction,  adding 
how  they  looked  forward  to  it. 

Many  of  these  same  givers  gave  away 
the  token  items  they  bought,  sharing  gen¬ 
erously  with  others. 

The  evening  was  rated  a  success  be¬ 
cause  more  than  300  people  ate  supper, 
bought  baked  goods,  joined  in  the  auction 
and  drank  coffee.  A  friendly  spirit  lasted 
among  the  hard-working  people  through¬ 
out  the  evening.  The  church  realized  a 
substantial  profit  from  the  evening’s 
work. 

Yet,  the  nagging  question  remained 
with  me,  “Was  our  Lord  glorified?” 

“My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Christine  Pauley  is  a  member  of 
Milo  United  Methodist  Church  in  Milo, 
Iowa  (Iowa  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a 
simple-to-prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your 
own  church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  cover¬ 
age  on  the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its 
preparation  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And 
many  report  that  a  Reporter  edition  “more  than  pays  for  itself”  by  stimulating  increased 
congregational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
_  Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 
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AMHERST,  Mass.— Garbed  in 
robes  of  the  Ku  KIux  Klan,  the  Rev. 
Michael  Curry  startles  Wesley  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  youth  with  the 
shocking  white  supremacy  message 
preached  by  the  Ku  KIux  Klan. 

Gifts  exceed 
$99  million 
for  programs 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
EVANSTON,  Ill.— United  Methodists 
in  the  United  States  gave  more  than  $99 
million  during  1986  to  support  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  national  and  international 
programs. 

The  $99,133,334  in  1986  gifts  reported 
Jan.  29  by  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  totals  about 
5.6  percent  less  than  the  1985  tally. 

But  the  1985  total— almost  $105  mil¬ 
lion-included  some  $10  million  in  spe¬ 
cial  appeals  for  hunger  relief.  Those 
appeals  were  not  repeated  in  1986. 

The  $99  million  for  national  and  inter¬ 
national  funds  does  not  include  money 
given  for  local  and  regional  programs, 
church  operations  and  clergy,  and  other 
staff  salaries. 

When  those  figures  are  included  for 
1986,  the  grand  total  of  United  Methodist 
giving  for  all  causes  is  expected  to  ex¬ 
ceed  $2.5  billion. 

Thirteen  of  the  19  causes  represented 
in  the  year-end  fiscal  report  collected 
more  revenue  in  1986  than  in  1985. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  general  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  church,  said  the  report  for 
1986  shows  that  United  Methodists  “con¬ 
tinue  to  increase  their  participation  in 
vital  Christian  ministries  around  the 
world.” 

Giving  for  World  Service,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  basic  program  fund,  increased  by  5.7 
percent  to  $35.4  million.  That  was  92.4  per¬ 
cent  of  the  1986  goal  of  $38.3  million. 

The  $1. 9-million  increase  in  World  Ser¬ 
vice  was  the  largest  dollar  gain  among 
the  19  funds. 

The  largest  percentage  gain  was  in  the 
special  Student  Day  offering  for  college 
loans  and  scholarships.  That  total  was  up 
30  percent  from  1985. 

Specific  amounts  received  for  the  19 
funds,  compared  with  1985,  show: 

World  Service— $35,417,821,  up  5.74 
percent; 

Ministerial  Education— $12,372,522, 
up  4.88  percent; 

Black  Colleges— $6,529,375,  up  6.92 
percent; 

Missional  Priority— $2,659,194,  up  0.42 
percent, 

Temporary  General  Aid— $556,910, 
down  7.68  percent; 

Episcopal  Fund — $7,198,683,  up  7.11 
percent; 

General  Administration— $2,868,128, 
up  0.85  percent, 

Interdenominational  Cooperation— 
$1,004,862,  up  0.22  percent; 

Human  Relations  Day— $598,573, 
down  4.10  percent; 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  — 
$2,729,509,  down  3.3  percent; 

World  Communion— $1,300,779,  up 
3.84  percent; 

Student  Day— $586,494,  up  30.09  per¬ 
cent; 

World  Order  Sunday— $133,930,  up 
22.27  percent; 

World  Missions  Advance  Specials— 
$11,044,722,  up  14.2  percent; 

National  Missions  Advance  Specials— 
$3,748,545,  up  13.97  percent; 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief— $10,202,721,  down  51.92  percent; 
Youth  Service  Fund— $126,482,  down 
;  9.78  percent; 

World  Service  Specials— $12,693,  up 
;  27.11  percent; 

Lovely  Lane  Restoration— $41,381, 
down  71.66  percent. 


Pastor’s  ‘Klan  garb’ 
helps  youths  see  point 


AMHERST,  Mass.— It  is  startling  to 
see  Klan  garb  in  a  United  Methodist  pul¬ 
pit  and  even  more  unusual  for  a  clergy¬ 
man  to  use  the  garb  to  make  the  point 
that  “white  isn’t  right.” 

That  was  how  the  message  was  deliv¬ 
ered  recently  in  Southern  New  England, 
which  isn’t  usually  confronted  by  the  re¬ 
ality  of  the  white  supremacy  group,  even 
though  a  branch  of  the  Ku  KIux  Klan  has 
national  headquarters  in  nearby  Con¬ 
necticut. 

Young  people  at  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Amherst  and  a  visit¬ 
ing  pastor,  the  Rev.  Michael  Curry  of 
Cliftondale  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Saugus,  Mass.,  were  taking  a  long,  hard 
look  at  the  Klan. 

The  dramatic  pulpit  appearance,  in 
which  Mr.  Curry  dressed  up  as  a  Klans- 
man  and  “preached”  a  published  Klan 
sermon  to  the  youngsters  that  spelled  out 
the  Klan’s  racist  goals,  continued  a  pro¬ 
cess  growing  out  of  a  racial  incident  at  a 
youth  convocation  last  summer. 

Members  of  the  Wesley  UM  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  were  startled  when  a  teenage 
black  girl  from  Amherst  was  rebuffed  by 
a  young  man  from  West  Virginia  at  a 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  gathering  in 
Reading,  Pa. 

He  was  not  only  a  UMYF  member  but 


also  claimed  to  be  a  Klan  member.  A 
member  of  the  young  man’s  UMYF 
group  said  the  West  Virginian  had  boast¬ 
ed  of  “learning  karate  so  he  can  ‘off 
blacks.” 

Since  then,  the  Wesley  young  people 
have  been  examining  the  “hard  reality  of 
overt  racism”  and  how  it  could  occur 
within  the  church. 

Wesley’s  young  people  wanted  to  know 
what  the  United  Methodist  Church  was 
doing  about  the  racism  the  Klan  inspires 
and  its  presence  in  the  church. 

The  youth  fellowship  began  a  study  se¬ 
ries  with  three  men:  the  Rev.  Wesley 
Williams,  Southern  New  England  confer¬ 
ence  coordinator  for  racial  inclusive¬ 
ness;  David  Blackmer,  conference  youth 
coordinator;  and  Mr.  Curry. 

Mr.  Williams,  writing  in  the  Dec.  19 
Southern  New  England  conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter,  said  that  officials 
from  the  West  Virginia  conference  as¬ 
sured  the  black  girl’s  parents  that  the 
young  man’s  action  last  summer  in 
Pennsylvania  was  “an  isolated  incident” 
and  “in  no  way”  represented  the  confer¬ 
ence.  They  also  offered  their  apologies. 

Wesley  UMC  youth  eventually  drafted 
a  strongly  worded  document  including 
“specific,  down-to-earth  language”  ex¬ 
pressing  opposition  to  racism. 


AMHERST,  Mass.— In  more  normal  attire,  the  Rev.  Michael  Curry  helps  UM  youth  discuss  a  painful  encounter 
with  a  youngster  who  was  both  a  United  Methodist  and  a  member  of  the  Klan.  The  Saugus,  Mass.,  United  Methodist 
pastor  received  Ku  KIux  Klan  death  threats  for  his  strong  stand  against  racism  while  serving  a  rural  West  Virginia 
church  several  years  ago. 


They  asked  that  their  document  be 
given  to  Bishop  George  Bashore  (Boston 
Area)  to  take  to  the  Northeastern  Juris¬ 
diction  College  of  Bishops,  Mr.  Williams 
said. 

“Perhaps  it  takes  our  children  and  the 
powerful  righteous  indignation  of  youth 
to  disturb  our  tolerance  of  racism,"  he 
said. 


Mr.  Curry  came  doubly  qualified  to  aid 
the  Wesley  UMC  youth  study.  He  had  left  a 
rural  West  Virginia  pastorate  several 
years  ago  after  harassment  and  death 
threats  from  Klan  members,  provoked,  he 
said,  by  his  refusal  to  allow  the  Klan  to  use 
his  church  as  a  recruiting  station. 

The  minister’s  recitation  of  Klan 
claims  to  biblical  fidelity;  its  urging  of 


white  people  to  preserve  “divinely  or¬ 
dained  differences"  of  color;  and  its 
warning  to  beware  efforts  to  “homoge¬ 
nize”  race,  religion  and  society  shocked 
the  Wesley  UMC  youth  and  their  guests. 

This  story  is  adapted  from  an  article 
by  William  Bonwitt  in  the  Southern  New 
England  conference  edition  of  the  Re¬ 
porter. 


Bishop  says  Good  News  attacks  ‘whole  church ’ 


Fiscal  officers  doubt  payments  withheld  in  protest 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Good  News,  the  unofficial  UM  “evan¬ 
gelical”  caucus,  has  attacked  “the  con¬ 
nection  that  is  the  whole  church,”  the 
president  of  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  said  last  week. 

Bishop  James  M.  Ault  (Pittsburgh 
Area)  offered  that  assessment  Feb.  4 
in  a  formal  response  to  a  statement 
from  Good  News  directors  calling  for 
leadership  changes  at  the  mission 
board  (see  UMR,  Feb.  6). 

Good  News  criticisms  of  other 
practices  within  the  church  drew  re¬ 
sponses  from  other  denominational 
leaders  as  well. 

Good  News  directors,  meeting  Jan. 
21-23,  made  public  four  statements 
critical  of  the  UMC’s  “mounting  signs 
of  unfaithfulness”  to  scriptural  Chris¬ 
tianity. 

Besides  expressing  “no  confidence” 
in  leadership  of  the  UM  mission 
board,  the  Good  News  directors  called 
on  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  remove  a 
known  homosexual  minister  in  Den¬ 
ver,  lamented  the  rejection  of  “bibli¬ 
cal  God-language  within  United 
Methodism”  and  expressed  support 
for  individuals  and  congregations  that 
withhold  financial  backing  for  denom¬ 
inational  programs  as  a  means  of 
conscientious  dissent. 

Integrity  attacked 

Bishop  Ault  in  his  statement  charac¬ 
terized  the  Good  News  action  as  “an  at¬ 


tack  on  the  personal  integrity  of  the 
directors  because  it  is  they  who  set  the 
policy,  approve  the  programs  and  bud¬ 
gets,  and  name  the  personnel.” 

He  noted  that  “the  177  directors  are 
elected  and  represent  the  annual  and 
central  conferences  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

As  such,  he  said,  they  represent 
“the  connection  that  is  the  whole 
church.” 

Bishop  Ault  indicated  that  the  most 
recent  criticism  came  as  a  surprise  to 
missions  officials. 

His  statement  said  the  call  for  a 
change  in  leadership  "was  the  latest 
in  a  long  series  of  attacks  directed  at 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  to  discredit  its  missions  policies, 
programs,  budgets  and  personnel.” 

Other  missions  officials  said  Bishop 
Ault’s  stater-,  nt  was  the  only  public 
reaction  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  would  make  to  the  Good  News 
criticism. 

“  No  fiscal  protests  known 

Regarding  another  of  the  four 
“statements”  from  Good  News,  Bish¬ 
op  Ault  said  support  for  non-payment 
of  denominational  apportionments 
shows  “no  concern  regarding  the 
vows  of  lay  and  ministerial  member¬ 
ship  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 


once  assumed  with  integrity  and  now 
apparently  laid  aside.” 

Both  the  president  and  the  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  UM  central  treasury 
agency  said  they  knew  of  no  congre¬ 
gations  withholding  financial  support 
for  denominational  programs  as  an 
act  of  protest. 

"But  when  the  Good  News  action  is 
made  public,  I  think  it  will  encourage 
some  to  do  that,”  said  Bishop  Joseph 
H.  Yeakel  (Washington  Area),  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  general 
treasurer  of  the  church  and  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  fiscal  agency,  noted 
that  congregations  paid  more  than  92 
percent  of  denominational  askings  for 
the  World  Service  Fund  between  1984 
and  1986  (see  story  at  left). 

The  World  Service  Fund  provides 
financial  support  for  10  denomina¬ 
tional  agencies  and  five  special 
causes,  such  as  the  American  Bible 
Society. 

World  Service  payments  are  made 
at  a  higher  percentage  than  the  89- 
percent  average  for  all  apportion¬ 
ments,  Dr.  Droke  pointed  out. 

“I  don’t  see  any  evidence  that  there 
is  a  protest  being  expressed  in  this 
fashion  (of  churches  not  paying  ap¬ 
portionments),”  he  said. 


Dr.  Drokp  added  that  he  hoped  no 
congregation  would  consider  with¬ 
holding  support  for  world  mission  and 
ministry  as  a  means  of  protesting  any 
denominational  action. 

"United  Methodists  are  committed 
to  spreading  the  Gospel  to  the  world,” 
Dr.  Droke  said.  “That  means  supply¬ 
ing  people  and  the  money  to  support 
them.  The  basic  fund  we  use  for  that 
is  World  Service.” 

Charges  erode  basic  covenant 

Bishop  Yeakel  said  that  the  Good 
News  statement  about  apportion¬ 
ments  carries  “a  large  taint  of  Con¬ 
gregationalism’’  that  touches  on 
“eroding  one  of  our  most  important 
covenants.” 

“We  have  organized  and  committed 
ourselves  to  being  a  connectional  cov¬ 
enant  community  under  episcopal 
leadership,”  he  said.  “We  have  provid¬ 
ed  a  way  of  changing  that— the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

“If  we  want  to  be  congregational, 
the  General  Conference  is  the  place 
for  that  [question  to  be  debated],  not 
Good  News.” 

Bishop  Yeakel  said  he  thinks  Good 
News'  support  for  an  “indiscriminate 
boycott”  could  “open  us  up  to  a  larger 
danger  than  the  one  they  are  trying  to 
correct.” 


Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area) 
said  he  would  not  formally  answer  Good 
News  criticisms  of  activities  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference. 

One  Good  News  statement  called 
on  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  “take  im¬ 
mediate  action”  against  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Rev.  Julian  Rush,  an 
admitted  homosexual.  Mr.  Rush 
serves  a  ministerial  appointment  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  conference. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  conference 
also  came  in  for  implied  criticism  in 
another  Good  News  statement.  That 
conference’s  Board  of  Ordained  Min¬ 
istry  drew  criticism  from  some  quar¬ 
ters  last  year  for  requiring  candidates 
for  ordination  to  avoid  using  exclu¬ 
sively  male  references  for  God. 

A  Good  News  statement  deplored 
reports  that  candidates  for  ordained 
ministry  were  "being  pressured”  to 
use  inclusive  language. 

Bishop  Sano,  in  a  formal  statement 
Feb.  4,  said,  “In  a  July  7,  1986,  com¬ 
munication  to  the  Good  News  board,  1 
stated  that  the  differences  we  had 
would  be  handled  between  us  and  not 
handled  in  public.” 

He  said  “appropriate  units”  within 
the  Rocky  Mountain  conference 
would  examine  the  implication  of 
charges  in  the  Good  News  statements 
"and  take  appropriate  action.” 

Specifically,  he  said,  those  units 
would  look  at  charges  dealing  with 
Mr.  Rush,  inclusive  language  and 
withholding  apportionments. 


Merger  list 
for  Scarritt 
drops  to  4 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— Scarritt  Graduate 
School,  United  Methodism’s  graduate 
training  center  for  Christian  education 
and  church  music,  intends  to  merge  with 
one  of  four  seminaries. 

But  the  choice  won’t  be  known  until 
Feb.  19. 

A  Feb.  5  statement  from  the  Scarritt 
board  of  trustees  said  it  was  “in  the  best 
interests”  of  the  school  “to  commence 
negotiations  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
an  agreement  of  affiliation  with  a  uni¬ 
versity  theological  school.” 

School  officials  have  reportedly  been 
considering  a  new  affiliation  for  Scarritt 
since  January  1986. 

But  trustees  instructed  members  of 
their  executive  committee  to  spend  two 
weeks  seeking  additional  “clarification” 
from  the  four  seminaries  before  an¬ 
nouncing  which  one  the  95-year-old 
school  would  affiliate  with,  the  state¬ 
ment  said. 

“The  trustees  have  several  questions 
they  feel  they  need  to  have  answered  be¬ 
fore  they  take  the  next  step,”  said  the 
Rev.  Donald  Welch,  Scarritt ’s  president. 

Scarritt  officials  are  discussing  affili¬ 
ation  with  theological  schools  at  Vander¬ 
bilt  University  in  Nashville;  Duke 
University  in  Durham,  N.C.;  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Atlanta;  and  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas,  Mr. 
Welch  said. 

All  the  seminaries  except  Vanderbilt’s 
are  United  Methodist-related. 

Scarritt  is  one  of  only  three  UM  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  with  direct  ties  to  the 
General  Conference,  United  Methodism’s 
highest  legislative  body.  Others  are 
American  University  in  Washington  and 
Alaska  Pacific  University  in  Anchorage. 

“It  is  safe  to  say  that  if  we  reach  an 
agreement  with  an  institution  not  in 
Nashville,  then  Scarritt  would  convert 
its  real  assets  [campus  buildings  and 
land]  into  liquid  assets  to  increase  our 
endowment  to  support  our  program  at 
another  location,”  Mr.  Welch  said. 

Scarritt  offers  master’s  degree  pro¬ 
grams  in  Christian  education  and  church 
music.  Full-time  enrollment  stands  at  89. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


People  in  the  news  .  .  . 


Minister’s  teenage 

From  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 

WOOD  LAKE,  Minn.— The  Rev.  Terry 
Olthoff  admits  that  his  teenage  fascina¬ 
tion  with  police  shows  like  “Dragnet,” 
and  “Adam-12”  has  never  worn  off. 

So  one  night  each  week  he  puts  on  a 
police  uniform  to  “ride  along”  with 
members  of  the  police  department  in 
nearby  Granite  Falls  as  a  volunteer 
chaplain. 

“I’ve  always  had  a  love  for  the  minis¬ 
try,  law  enforcement  and  serving  peo¬ 
ple,”  the  seven-year  veteran  of  police 
chaplaincy  said.  His  weekly  police  stint 
allows  him  to  stay  “close  to  the  action” 
but  minister  at  the  same  time,  he  says. 

“Sometimes  people  that  police  deal 
with  are  ‘anti-law’  and  have  a  negative 
view  of  police.  There’s  a  need  for  some¬ 
one  there,  like  a  chaplain,  that  people  re¬ 
gard  as  a  non-threatening  presence,”  Mr. 
Olthoff  said. 

He  recalls  an  incident  last  month 
where  the  policemen  he  was  riding  with 
were  called  to  a  domestic  disturbance. 
He  ended  up  counseling  the  woman  while 
both  officers  subdued  the  male. 

"The  officers  saw  where  my  counsel¬ 
ing  experience  was  valuable,”  he  said. 
But  he  noted  that  some  officers  are  not 
“totally  receptive"  to  having  a  minister 
ride  in  the  squad  car. 

Mr.  Olthoff  says  his  pastoral  counsel¬ 
ing  experience  comes  in  best  when  he  ac- 


fascination  never  wore  off;  now  he 

companies  police  to  tell  people  someone 
in  their  family  has  died  or  been  killed. 

Other  on-the-job  duties  of  a  police 
chaplain  include  counseling  police  offi¬ 
cers,  victims  and  criminals  and  leading 
workshops  on  such  things  as  first-shot 
syndrome,  stress  management  and  how 
to  handle  cases  involving  child  abuse. 

Mr.  Olthoff  worked  part  time  as  a  po¬ 
lice  officer  and  dispatcher  while  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Northern  State  University  in 
Aberdeen,  S.  D.  He  opted,  however,  to 
pursue  the  ministry  at  Garrett-Evangeli¬ 
cal  School  in  Evanston,  Ill.  instead  of 
continuing  in  police  work. 

He  wants  to  see  more  chaplains  in  po¬ 
lice  departments  around  the  country. 
Presently,  he  said,  there  are  about  700 
chaplains— mostly  volunteers— serving 
with  police  departments. 

Police  labor  under  highly  stressful,  of¬ 
ten  explosive,  job  situations  where  coun¬ 
seling  and  a  spiritual  emphasis  are 
greatly  needed,  he  said. 

As  director  of  the  Minnesota  chapter 
of  the  International  Conference  of  Police 
Chaplains,  he  helps  police  departments 
organize  volunteer  chaplaincy  programs. 
An  article  he  wrote  on  organizing  a  vol¬ 
unteer  chaplaincy  program  appeared  in 
the  October,  1986  issue  of  “Law  and  Or¬ 
der,”  a  trade  journal  for  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officials. 


's  a  police  chaplain. 


Terry  Olthoff 


His  150-member  church  supports  his 
police  ministry,  he  says,  and  encourages 
him  to  spend  the  approximately  five 
hours  a  week  “on  the  beat.” 

“The  chaplain  work  allows  me  to  have 
dealings  with  all  kinds  of  situations.  It 
definitely  helps  me  in  my  pastor  work,” 
he  added. 

-SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Pensions  board  urged  to  hike  African  acts 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
An  independent  Methodist  group  is 
calling  for  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Pensions  to  urge  U.S.  compa¬ 
nies  to  withdraw  from  South  Africa. 

The  board  is  expected  to  consider 
more  than  100  such  corporate  sharehold¬ 
er  resolutions  at  its  March  17-19  meeting 
in  Galveston,  Texas. 

At  least  75  U.S.  companies  have  left 
the  South  African  nation  since  1983,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  pensions  board  official. 

The  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action  (MFSA),  a  vigorous  critic  of  the 
pension  board’s  policy  of  retaining  in¬ 
vestments  as  part  of  a  “constructive  wit¬ 
ness”  policy,  wants  the  board  to  redefine 
its  investment  policy  regarding  South  Af¬ 


rica  and  its  system  of  legalized  racial 
separation  (apartheid). 

The  General  Board  of  Pensions  last 
November  meeting  reaffirmed  its  policy 
urging  American  companies  to  remain  in 
the  country  “to  use  their  presence  and 
influence  in  dismantling  apartheid,”  yet 
adopted  several  withdrawal  resolutions 
at  that  same  meeting. 

To  deal  with  the  apparent  contradic¬ 
tion,  the  pension  board’s  committee  on 
corporate  responsibility  agreed  to  pro¬ 
pose  guidelines  at  the  March  meeting 
that  would  instruct  staff  in  voting  on 
shareholder  resolutions. 

MFSA  is  also  calling  for  the  board  to 
publicly  urge  all  foreign  companies  to 


withdraw  from  South  Africa  and  to  di¬ 
vest  itself  of  stock  of  12  major  compa¬ 
nies  with  holdings  there. 

UM  agencies  are  co-sponsoring  seven 
of  the  withdrawal  resolutions  due  to  be 
heard  at  the  Galveston  meeting. 

The  issue  for  the  pensions  board  has 
been  sharpened  by  the  recent  change  in 
strategy  by  the  Rev.  Leon  Sullivan,  a  long¬ 
time  supporter  of  constructive  involve¬ 
ment.  In  December  he  called  for 
companies  to  withdraw  from  South  Africa 
if  apartheid  is  not  dismantled  by  May  1987. 

Dr.  Sullivan’s  widely  used  code  of  ethics 
for  businesses  operating  in  South  Africa 
had  been  the  cornerstone  of  the  board’s 
own  "constructive  witness”  policy. 


Caucus  slates 
national  paper 
to  air  concerns 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

WILMORE,  Ky.— United  Methodism’s 
unofficial  evangelical  caucus  plans  to 
launch  a  national,  mass-circulation  news¬ 
paper  next  year  to  take  its  concerns 
straight  to  rank-and-file  church  members. 

Directors  of  the  Forum  for  Scriptural 
Christianity  — also  known  as  Good 
News — voted  last  month  to  raise 
$100,000  during  1987  for  the  publication 
(see  related  story  above). 

Directors  themselves  reportedly 
pledged  $25,000  for  the  project  at  the 
Jan.  21-23  meeting. 

The  free,  bimonthly  newspaper,  as  yet 
unnamed,  is  to  be  “an  advocacy  kind  of 
publication,”  said  the  Rev.  James  V.  Hei- 
dinger  II,  executive  director  of  Good 
News. 

“We  want  to  try  to  communicate  our 
concerns  as  an  evangelical  voice  in  the 
church  to  grass-roots  United  Method¬ 
ists,”  Mr.  Heidinger  said.  “We’re  20 
years  old,  and  we  still  hear  every  week 
from  United  Methodists  who  have  never 
heard  of  Good  News.” 

That  experience,  Mr.  Heidinger  said, 
indicates  that  Good  News  needs  to  do  a 
better  job  making  its  message  known 
among  United  Methodists. 

“We  believe  many  grass-roots  mem¬ 
bers  would  agree  with  our  positions  and 
share  our  concerns  about  the  church,”  he 
said.  “They  are  middle-of-the-road  peo¬ 
ple,  not  radical  theologically.  We  want  to 
take  our  concerns  to  them.” 

The  first  issue  of  the  newspaper  is  to 
appear  in  early  1988,  Mr.  Heidinger  said. 
It  is  to  be  published  in  February,  April, 
June,  August,  October  and  December — 
alternate  months  from  publication  of 
"Good  News,”  the  caucus’  20,000-circula¬ 
tion  magazine. 

Initial  circulation  of  the  newspaper  is 
expected  to  be  150,000,  Mr.  Heidinger 
said.  That  number  is  expected  to  include 
bulk  shipments  to  churches  as  well  as  in¬ 
dividual  subscriptions. 

Newspaper  content  would  include 
straight-news  accounts,  news  analyses,  up¬ 
beat  features  on  items  of  the  church  and 
editorials,  Mr.  Heidinger  said. 

"It  will  be  similar  to  the  mix  in  the 
magazine— only  in  a  different  format,” 
he  said. 
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Bicycle  work 
helps  causes 
keep  rolling 

By  T.  C.  WHITEHOUSE 

LOWELL,  Mass.— United  Methodist 
layman  Arthur  Smart,  a  retired  electri¬ 
cal  operator,  is  “two-tired”  to  quit  work. 

Mr.  Smart,  66,  spends  much  of  his  time 
repairing  the  “two  tires”  of  bicycles— 
and  other  parts — for  needy  causes. 

The  member  of  Centralville  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lowell  repairs 
about  30  bikes  a  year.  All  proceeds  from 
the  business  go  toward  church-related 
causes  like  the  $1.9  million  capital-funds 
campaign  of  the  United  Methodist  re¬ 
gional  conference  in  Southern  New  Eng¬ 
land  and  his  local  congregation’s 
building  fund  drive. 

It  takes  him  12-to-14  hours  to  "strip 
down”  a  bicycle,  dismantle  it  and  put  it 
back  together,  he  said. 

The  going  price  for  a  “remantled"  bi¬ 
cycle?  Between  $25  and  $55,  Mr.  Smart 
said. 

Last  summer,  Mr.  Smart  served  as  a 
counselor  and  mechanic  at  Camp  Alders- 
gate’s  junior  high  bike  camp.  It  was 
sponsored  by  the  Southern  New  England 
conference. 

He  spent  the  week  riding  87  miles  and 
keeping  the  14  campers’  bikes  in  working 
order. 

Mr.  Smart  started  the  bicycle  repair 
business  10  years  ago  to  underwrite  vari¬ 
ous  activities  of  youth  group  in  his  con¬ 
gregation.  He  serves  as  treasurer  of 
Centralville  UMC’s  Board  of  Trustees 
and  donates  money  from  the  business  to 
its  repair  projects  around  the  church 
building. 

Most  of  the  bicycles  repaired  by  Mr. 
Smart  are  donated  by  citizens  in  the 
Lowell  area,  a  town  26  miles  north  of 
Boston.  He  said  local  bikers  help  him  find 
parts  and  solve  problems  he  encounters. 

Mr.  Whitehouse.  retired  editor  of 
“Zion's  Herald ”  in  Boston,  lives  in  Au- 
bumdale.  Mass. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


LOW  ELL,  Mass.  Arthur  Smart  of  Uncle  Arthur’s  Bike  Shop  works  on  one  of  the  many  bicycles  he  reconditions 
to  raise  money  for  charitable  causes  like  the  church.  He  also  donates  reconditioned  two-wheelers  to  needy  would- 
be  bikers. 


NEW  YORK— Two  United  Methodist  district  superintendents,  the  Rev. 
Randy  Day  (left)  and  the  Rev.  Charles  Straut,  join  others  from  the  New 
York  conference  in  a  prayer  for  peace  concluding  a  worship  service  at  a 
bishop’s  retreat  for  ministers  in  the  New  York  area.  The  retreat  was  led  by 
area  Bishop  Dale  White.  Later  the  two  superintendents  flew  to  Nevada 
where  they  were  among  438  demonstrators  arrested  at  a  nuclear  test  site 
(see  related  story). 


Two  UM  superintendents 
arrested  in  nuclear  protest 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Two  New  York  United 
Methodist  district  superintendents  were 
among  438  demonstrators  arrested  Feb. 
5  as  they  entered  the  Nevada  Proving 
Grounds,  a  nuclear  test  site. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Straut,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Long  Island  West  District, 
and  the  Rev.  Randy  Day,  head  of  the 
Metropolitan  District,  listened  with  2,000 
others  as  U.S.  Representative  Patricia 
Schroeder  (D.-Colo.)  assailed  what  she 
called  “President  Reagan’s  Rambo-typb 
foreign  policy." 

She  said,  ‘The  American  people  didn’t 
want  to  test  . . .  Congress  didn’t  want  to 
test ...  the  world  didn’t  want  to  test.” 

It  was  “the  most  arrogant  exercise  of 
power  I’ve  seen  in  a  long  time,”  she  said. 

The  demonstration  was  intended  to  pro¬ 
test  the  nation’s  first  nuclear  test  of  the 
year,  originally  scheduled  for  Feb.  5.  But 
the  Department  of  Energy  moved  the  test 
up  two  days  and  detonated  the  weapon 
Feb.  3  because  of  the  demonstration. 

Mr.  Day  said,  “It  was  one  of  the  most 
worthwhile  things  I’ve  done  in  a  long 
time.  It  reminded  me  of  the  1960’s  dem¬ 
onstrations.  We  were  very  conscious  of 
the  need  to  be  non-violent." 

“It  was  a  historic  day,”  he  added. 
“Two  thousand  demonstrators  were  the 


largest  number  they’ve  had  since  tests 
started  at  the  Nevada  site  in  1951.  Also 
this  was  the  largest  number  of  arrests." 

Protestors  led  by  astronomer  Carl  Sa¬ 
gan  and  actors  Kris  Kristofferson,  Mar¬ 
tin  Sheen  and  Robert  Blake  were  met  by 
the  Nye  County  sheriff,  his  deputies  and 
security  personnel  and  asked  not  to 
“cross  the  line,"  being  advised  that  if 
they  did,  they  would  be  arrested. 

When  several  hundred  crossed,  they 
were  manacled,  put  into  buses  and  taken 
to  the  small  town  of  Beatty,  Nev.,  to  a 
community  center.  There  they  were  held 
about  6»/i  hours  until  all  had  been 
charged  with  trespassing. 

Told  they  would  have  to  pay  $250  plus 
$10  costs  when  found  guilty,  the  protes¬ 
tors  were  released  after  they  had  signed 
a  paper  promising  to  return  for  arraign¬ 
ment.  They  were  not  asked  to  plead.  If 
they  do  not  return,  a  bench  warrant  will 
be  issued  for  their  arrest. 

Mr.  Straut  said  he  and  Mr.  Day  “agree 
with  the  Council  of  Bishops’  Nuclear 
Pastoral  (Letter),  ‘In  Defense  of  Cre¬ 
ation,’  that  nuclear  deterence  is  a  moral¬ 
ly  bankrupt  policy.  No  person  of 
conscience,  let  alone  a  Christian,  can 
stand  still  while  its  government  pretends 
to  represent  us  in  this  immoral  policy.” 


the  church  today 


Host  bishop  expects  ‘the  best’ 
for  1988  General  Conference 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMR)— Bishop  W.  T. 
Handy  Jr.  (Missouri  Area)  says  he  thinks 
the  1988  General  Conference  in  St.  Louis 
might  be  the  finest  conference  ever  host¬ 
ed. 

“I’ve  been  to  ten  General  Conferences 
since  1960.  These  will  be  the  finest  facili¬ 
ties  General  Conference  has  ever  en¬ 
joyed,"  he  told  key  coordinators  from  the 
local  committee  that  will  host  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  highest  legislative  sessions. 


One  thousand  voting  delegates  and  as 
many  as  10,000  others  are  expected  for 
the  quadrennial  meeting  April  26-May  6, 
1988. 

General  Conference  is  expected  to 
pump  “as  much  as  $6  million  into  the 
community’s  economy,”  added  the  Rev. 
Gregory  Poole,  local  committee  chair¬ 
man. 

Education  fellowship  members 
can  get  Cokesbury  discount 

NASHVILLE— Members  of  the  Chris¬ 


tian  Educators  Fellowship  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  being  offered  a  20- 
percent  discount  on  books  at  Cokesbury 
Bookstores. 

Officials  of  the  fellowship  and  Cokes¬ 
bury,  retail  sales  division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  worked  out 
the  discount  agreement  in  late  1986. 

Previously  only  ordained  ministers,  di- 
aconal  ministers  and  directors  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  regularly  received  the 
discount. 

Hispanic  women  to  develop 
clergy  ‘support  network’ 

DALLAS— Thirty  United  Methodist 
Hispanic  clergywomen  are  helping  start 
a  "support  network"  for  ordained  His¬ 
panic  women. 

The  informal  network  is  to  allow  His¬ 
panic  women  ministers  to  get  to  know 
each  other  and  share  ideas  about  com¬ 
mon  concerns  relating  to  their  work 
within  the  church. 

The  decision  to  form  the  support  group 
grew  out  of  a  December  consultation 
sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry  at  Southern 
Methodist  University.  The  meeting  was 
the  first  gathering  ever  for  Hispanic 
women  ministers. 

Second  bishop  writes  book 
about  church  revitalization 

NASHVILLE— A  second  member  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  Committee  on  Mem¬ 
bership  Growth  has  written  a  book  about 
revitalizing  United  Methodist  churches. 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  (Florida  Area) 
wrote  "A  Bishop  Speaks  His  Mind,” 
available  from  Abingdon  Press,  publish¬ 
ing  division  of  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House. 

The  publisher  adds  that  Bishop  Hunt’s 
book  follows  the  tradition  of  “And  Are 
We  Yet  Alive”  by  Bishop  Richard  Wilke 
(Arkansas  Area),  chairman  of  the  growth 
panel.  That  book  about  the  future  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  set  sales  rec¬ 


ords  at  annual-conference  sessions  after 
its  1986  release. 

Nobel  winner  to  speak 

at  UM  school’s  commencement 

WILLIAMSPORT,  Pa.-Elie  Wiesel, 
1986  Nobel  Prize  winner,  will  speak  May 
3  during  commencement  exercises  at 
United  Methodist-related  Lycoming  Col¬ 
lege. 

College  President  Frederick  E. 
Blumer  termed  Mr.  Wiesel’s  appearance 
“a  fitting  capstone"  to  Lycoming’s  175th 
anniversary. 

Mr.  Wiesel  was  born  in  Romania  and 
survived  Nazi  concentration  camps  at 
Auschwitz  and  Buchenwald.  He  has  writ¬ 
ten  books  and  articles  about  those  expe¬ 
riences. 

Clark  College  to  honor 
two  bishops,  professor 

ATLANTA— United  Methodist-related 
Clark  College  will  present  special 
awards  to  three  alumni  during  its  118th 
Annual  Founders  Day  Feb.  17. 

Honorees  are:  Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen, 
director,  Center  for  Pastoral  Exchange, 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  Atlanta; 
Dr.  William  B.  McClain,  professor  of 
homiletics  and  worship,  Wesley  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary,  Washington;  and  Bishop 
Prince  A.  Taylor,  retired  from  the  New 
Jersey  area. 

Two  sides  on  Baptist  ‘peace 
committee’  reach  stalemate 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— Conservatives 
and  moderates  on  a  mediating  commit¬ 
tee  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
have  reached  a  “stalemate”  in  efforts  to 
heal  the  split  in  the  denomination,  some 
committee  members  say. 

Participants  on  the  22-member  Peace 
Committee  have  privately  expressed 
pessimism  about  settling  the  differences, 
according  to  a  story  by  Diane  Winston  in 
the  Raleigh,  N.C.  “News  and  Observer." 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

YOUTH /CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR. 
Conway  United  Methodist  Church.  3401  S.  Conway 
Rd ,  Orlando.  FL  32806  seeks  youth  leader /Chris¬ 
tian  education  director  with  experience  in  youth 
work  and  possessing  a  vital  Christian  faith.  Salary 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Youth,  Education  Direc- 
tor.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  212  Broad 
Street.  DeRidder,  Louisiana  70634  For  informa¬ 
tion  write:  Search  Committee  or  call  (318)  463- 
4491 

in  the  high  teens  Send  resume  to  above  address 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  School  Superintendent. 
McCurdy  School,  a  Christian  mission  school  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH,  CHILDREN,  and  Educa¬ 
tion  for  happy  470-member  First  United  Methodist 
Church  Full-time  with  furnished  house  Please 
send  resume,  photo  to  Mike  McLaurin.  Box  510. 
Winnfield,  LA  71483 

New  Mexico.  25  miles  north  of  Santa  Fe^in  the 
northern  Rio  Grande  Valley.  Must  be  administra¬ 
tor  certified  and  have  a  strong  Christian  commit¬ 
ment-  Salary  in  the  $30s,  plus  home,  retirement 
and  health  plan  Please  send  resume  by  March  1. 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  to  continue  and 
expand  the  existing  programs  for  current  and  de¬ 
ferred  giving  Salary  negotiable,  excellent  bene¬ 
fits  Send  resume,  salary  history,  and  references 
to  Search  Committee,  the  Conference  Claimants' 
Endowment  Board  of  the  California- Nevada  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  300 
27th  Street.  Oakland.  CA  94612.  by  March  20.  1987, 
or  phone  (415)  839-8523.  An  Equal  Opportunity.  Af- 

1987,  tq:  Search  Committee,  McCurdy  School,  P.O. 
Box  127,  Espanola,  NM  87532. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  (must  be  United 
Methodist  minister)  for  San  Diego  Urban  Minis¬ 
try-multi  social  service  agency  Application 
deadline  March  1st.  For  information  (619)  234-3158. 
Send  resume  to  Faith  Conklin,  2111  Camino  Del 
Rio  South,  San  Diego,  CA  92108. 

firmative  Action  Employer. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director  of  Youth  Minis- 
tries  for  1,500-membership  church.  Send  resume: 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
PO  Box  1981.  Pampa.  TX  79066-1981.  Or  call  Ken 
McDonald  at  (806)  669-7411. 

HOSPITAL  CHAPLAIN:  Newly  created,  challeng¬ 
ing  position  in  280-bed  acute-care  hospital.  Duties 
include  pastoral /spiritual  care  for  patients,  fam- 
ilies.  hospital  staff,  coordination  of  chaplaincy  pro- 
gram.  Applicants  must  hold  college  and  seminary 
degrees,  be  ordained,  and  beyond  ordination,  have 
three  years  experience  in  parish  ministry.  Chap¬ 
laincy  experience  preferred  Resumes  should  be 
sent  to:  Personnel  Director.  Blessing  Hospital, 
1005  Broadway.  Quincy,  IL  62301  EOE. 

GRETNA.  LA  UMC  SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DCE 
responsible  for  entire  educational  program.  850- 
member  church.  Degree  Christian  Education,  ex¬ 
perience  required.  Salary  negotiable  Resumes  to 
Robert  Williams,  2121  Gibson  Street.  Gretna.  LA 
70056 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEAF/ HEARING  IMPAIRED  Min¬ 
istries.  Central  Illinois  Conference,  lay  or  clergy, 
full-time  Dedicated  to  working  with  deaf /bearing 
impaired.  Self  Starter  Knowledgeable  regarding 
special  Christian  education.  Working  knowledge  of 
sign  language  preferred.  Extensive  travel  required 
Send  resume  to:  Mrs  Helen  Brawner,  2915  West 
Parkridge  Drive,  Peoria,  Illinois  61604 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
620-member  church  in  the  heart  of  Texarkana;  ac¬ 
tive  program.  Send  resume:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  401  State  Line  Avenue,  Texarkana,  TX 
75501. 

TOP  CASH  PAID  for  old  oriental  rugs  any  size  and 
condition.  Call  collect  (213)  659-6354  24  hrs.  or 
write  to  Patrick  Michaels.  906  S  Robertson  Blvd., 
Los  Angeles.  CA  90035 
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New  Border  Ministry 
links  Anglos,  Hispanics 
in  200-mile  ‘corridor’ 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  along  the  Rio  Gran¬ 
de  are  turning  an  important  corner  in  de¬ 
veloping  a  UM-related  agency  to  aid 
people  on  both  sides  of  a  200-mile  “corri¬ 
dor”  along  the  river. 

United  Methodist  Border  Ministry  Inc., 
which  has  grown  out  of  a  task  force  se¬ 
lected  in  December  1984  by  Bishop  Er¬ 
nest  T.  Dixon  (San  Antonio  Area),  is 
using  national  advertising  in  seeking  to 
hire  its  first  director. 

Response  to  the  Gospel 

One  member  of  the  original  task  force, 
the  Rev.  Daniel  E.  Bonner  Jr.,  former 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
at  Brownsville,  Texas,  said  the  task 
force  evolved  from  a  “grass-roots”  real¬ 
ization  that  United  Methodists  along  the 
border  with  Mexico  needed  to  start  new 
churches,  feed  the  hungry  and  help  the 
refugees. 

“It  was  a  response  to  the  Gospel,”  said 
Dr.  Bonner,  now  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Wichita,  Kan. 

Creation  of  the  task  force  was  also  a  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  crisis  in  the  Rio  Grande  Val¬ 
ley,  another  of  its  original  members  said. 

The  Rev.  Minerva  Carcano,  now  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Rio  Grande  conference’s 
Western  District,  said  church  officials 
were  reacting  to  a  1984  freeze  that  dev¬ 
astated  the  area’s  citrus  crops,  left  an  es¬ 
timated  40,000  people  out  of  work  in 
South  Texas  and  strained  all  existing 
area  social  programs. 

Betty  Bundy  of  Mission,  Texas,  the  task 
force’s  secretary,  described  the  result  as  a 
“homegrown  effort,  owned  by  local 
churches,  identifying  local  problems.” 

One  early  UM  Border  Ministry  project 
may  be  to  recruit  “Winter  Texans’’  (north¬ 
ern  U.S.  residents  spending  the  winter  in 
South  Texas)  and  area  church  members  to 
build  a  church  at  Las  Milpas,  Texas,  a 
growing  immigrant  community  south  of 
Pharr  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley. 

Relationships  improving 

Ms.  Carcano,  pastor  of  El  Divino  Ren- 
dentor  in  McAllen,  Texas,  when  the  task 
force  was  formed,  said  the  group  has 
also  helped  foster  better  working  rela¬ 
tions  between  predominantly  Anglo  and 
predominantly  Mexican-American  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  in  the  region  to 
meet  social  needs. 

The  Texas  side  of  the  U.S.-Mexico  bor¬ 
der  area  is  unique  in  that  churches  of 
two  annual  conferences— the  predomi¬ 
nantly  Anglo  Southwest  Texas  confer¬ 
ence  and  the  Spanish-speaking  Rio 
Grande  conference— headed  by  the  same 
bishop  co-exist  in  the  region. 

Ms.  Carcano  indicated  that  creating 
new  working  relationships  between  the 
two  conferences  was  important  because 
regional  ecumenical  church  agencies 
like  Casa  Oscar  Romero  and  Valley  In¬ 
ter  Faith— which  were  drawing  media  at¬ 
tention  for  providing  housing  for  Central 
American  refugees — were  becoming 


controversial  and  threatening  to  cause 
problems  between  the  conferences. 

In  addition  to  the  language  barrier, 
churches  in  the  two  conferences  some¬ 
times  disagreed  as  to  which  ministries 
United  Methodists  should  support. 

One  of  the  task  force’s  first  efforts  at 
“bridging”  was  to  promote  meetings  be¬ 
tween  pastors  of  churches  in  the  two  con¬ 
ferences,  sponsor  small-group  meetings 
among  members  of  the  congregations 
and,  finally,  joint  worship  services. 

Local  churches  control  projects 

The  task  force’s  emerging  Border  Min¬ 
istry  offers  an  opportunity  for  each  of 
the  area’s  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  to  decide  which  of  the  projects  are 
important  to  them,  deserve  support  and 
then  helps  those  churches  either  set  up 
the  programs  or  tie  into  existing  net¬ 
works,  Mrs.  Bundy  emphasized. 

Dr.  David  Alvirez,  a  sociology  profes¬ 
sor  at  Pan  American  University  in  Edin¬ 
burg,  Texas,  and  chairman  of  the  task 
force,  explained  that  the  new  director 
would  continue  to  encourage  interchurch 
activity  among  the  32  congregations  in 
the  corridor  along  the  Rio  Grande,  help 
churches  create  programs,  coordinate 
various  local-church  ministries  with  ex¬ 
isting  agencies  and  raise  funds. 

The  new  ministry,  which  will  serve  the 
area  from  Laredo  to  Brownsville,  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  funded  by  voluntary  contri¬ 
butions  from  area  churches  and  church 
members,  Dr.  Alvirez  said. 

He  added  that  the  group  is  negotiating 
for  a  $30,000  start-up  grant  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Members  of  two 
churches  in  the  area  and  an  anonymous 
benefactor  have  pledged  $7,000  to  the 
project. 

The  United  Methodist  Border  Ministry 
will  be  guided  by  a  22-member  board,  in¬ 
cluding  Bishop  Dixon,  both  district  su¬ 
perintendents,  four  at-large  members, 
delegates  from  three  church-related  in¬ 
stitutions  in  the  region  and  12  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  area’s  churches. 

Project  in  select  company 

Mrs.  Bundy  compared  the  project  to 
one  in  Appalachia  that  cuts  across  dis¬ 
trict  and  conference  lines  to  coordinate  a 
regional  ministry  but  added  that  the 
South  Texas  project  is  unique  because  of 
its  ethnic  interaction. 

She  pointed  out  that  everything  on  the 
Border  Ministry’s  agenda  would  "bubble 
up  from  the  bottom”  as  responses  to  re¬ 
quests  from  members  of  local  churches. 

Among  current  programs  in  the  area 
that  may  serve  as  models  for  churches  to 
implement  are  an  infant-nutrition  pro¬ 
gram  in  Brownsville,  a  housing  rehabili¬ 
tation  program  in  Mission,  a  joint  effort 
by  Brownsville  churches  to  start  a  new 
Mexican-American  church  for  working- 
class  residents  in  south  Brownsville  and 
food  pantries  in  Pharr  and  Laredo,  Mrs. 
Bundy  said. 


Peace,  justice  workers  told 
to  ‘connect’  church,  world 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ST.  LOUIS — Focused  on  peace  and 
justice,  almost  400  United  Methodists 
from  across  the  nation  were  urged  Jan. 
30-Feb.  1  to  "build  connections”  between 
the  church  and  the  world. 

“This  conference  has  the  opportunity 
to  go  out  and  encounter  [these  issues]  in 
the  flesh,”  the  Rev.  Susan  Thistleth waite 
told  participants  in  the  gathering  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

Christian  vocation,  the  Chicago  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  professor  said  during  a 
series  of  “class  meeting”  Bible  studies,  is 

‘Freedom  riders’ 
head  to  Chicago 
for  election  duty 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  three-day  “freedom  ride”  by  bus 
from  the  South  to  the  North  will  culmi¬ 
nate  at  Chicago  Temple  (First  United 
Methodist  Church)  with  a  mass  rally  and 
worship  service,  Feb.  16,  at  10  a.m. 

Approximately  100  freedom  riders  are 
expected,  coming  from  such  states  as  Al¬ 
abama,  Georgia,  and  Mississippi  to  help 
hold  down  threatened  racial  violence  in 
the  upcoming  mayoral  election. 

The  group  will  be  led  by  the  Rev.  Ben 
Chavis,  head  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ’s  Commission  for  Racial  Justice. 

The  Freedom  Rides  will  start  Feb.  14, 
leaving  from  Selma,  Ala.,  and  will  travel 
through  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  before  arriving  in  Chicago. 

“In  order  to  fight  for  justice  in  Chica¬ 
go,  we  can’t  sit  this  one  out . . .  if  100  peo¬ 
ple  are  willing  to  take  off  from  their  jobs 
to  ride  to  Chicago,  then  local  religious 
leaders  can  join  this  effort,  too,”  said  the 
Rev.  Joe  Agne  of  the  United  Methodist 
Northern  Illinois  conference  staff. 

Expected  to  participate  in  the  rally 
will  be  ecumenical  leaders  from  the  Chi¬ 
cago  area  and  several  members  of  the 
conference  staff,  said  Bishop  Jesse 
DeWitt  of  the  Chicago  area. 

The  leaders  are  stressing  an  open 
campaign  and  a  nonracist  election,  al¬ 
though  most  religious  leaders  have  pub¬ 
licly  endorsed  Chicago  Mayor  Harold 
Washington,  the  city’s  first  black  mayor. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


to  work  for  peace  and  justice  with  peace 
and  justice,  even  if  it  “sucks  us  into  a 
spiral  of  violence.” 

Those  who  have  access  to  power,  Dr. 
Thistlethwaite  asserted,  have  a  responsi¬ 
bility  to  change  structures  that  bring  op¬ 
pression.  The  dispossessed  alone,  she 
said,  “should  not  bear  the  burden  of  end¬ 
ing  their  oppression." 

Earlier  in  the  conference,  a  leading 
civil  rights  advocate  charged  that  the  re¬ 
ligious  community  sometimes  has  not 
lived  up  to  its  responsibility  for  working 
to  change  oppressive  systems. 

“All  too  often  the  church  stood  on  the 
sidelines  and  others  took  the  leadership,” 
said  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Hooks  of  Balti¬ 
more,  executive  director  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Col¬ 
ored  People. 

"The  racial  problem  is  still  a  festering 
sore— trouble  is  all  over  the  world.  Many 
who  walked  with  us  are  now  walking  in 
another  direction,”  he  added. 

“If  we  are  going  to  achieve  social  jus¬ 
tice,”  Dr.  Hooks  said,  “we  have  to  start 
with  admission  of  guilt.”  He  cited  specif¬ 
ically  racial  prejudice  and  treatment  of 
women. 
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EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  WeBi  Superior  Quality 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Free  Coloi  Catalog  and  Fa¬ 
bric  Swatches  on  Request 


P.O.  Box  10557T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


Wesley 
on  Video 


Educate  adults  and  youth  with 
entertaining  27-minute  video  of 
John  Wesley’s  life,  by  award¬ 
winning  writer/photographer 
Dr.  James  Miller.  Send  $79:95  plus 
$2.50  handling  for  VMS  or  Beta  to 
Envisions,  Inc.,  Box  25067, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46825. 


SHKEVEPUKT  LA  71104 


r~  o  o  i  , 
rr  > 

C'  7  r  r 
x  H  c  i 
>  m  r~  o 

X  7-<0 
-<^>7  3 


C  tfl 
x  r  ♦- 
-*rcc 

r  m  7  -» 

Of  c  a 


■UNITED 
J  |  METHODIST 
^ I CHURCH 

|  fsCOHF 


Special  Methodist  Children’s  Home  Issue 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

An  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


vulumu  lad  NUMBER  38 


Send  P.0.  Form  3579  to  P.0.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


FEBRUARY  20,  1987 


Ohe  Bishop  ’s 
Corner 

‘An  Incredible  Year’ 


The  record  written  by  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  in  1986  is  nothing 
short  of  incredible.  Amidst  a  state¬ 
wide  economic  disaster,  the  United 
Methodists  rose  to  the  crisis  with  ban¬ 
ners  flying.  As  I  have  studied  district 
by  district  and  church  by  church,  the 
attendance,  the  record  in  evangelism, 
the  giving  for  missions  for  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  and  for  all  the  causes  of  the 
church,  I  am  amazed  and  gratified; 

There  is  a  sense  in  which  we  do  our 
best  in  times  of  crisis.  More  people 
have  been  impressed  with  their  need 
for  the  church  and  for  its  ministry. 
More  have  recognized  their  necessity 
to  give  of  their  time,  talents,  and  their 
money.  It  is  not  the  church’s  need  of 
us,  but  our  need  for  the  church.  That 
is  the  truth  of  our  faith. 

Certainly,  there  are  always  some 
who  look  around  and  see  how  bad  it  is 
and  give  up.  There  are  always  some 


who  try  to  find  an  excuse  for  not  do¬ 
ing  their  best  but  you  can  count  those 
on  the  fingers  of  your  two  hands  for 
1986  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

I  want  to  take  this  space  to  express 
my  personal  salute  to  the  clergy,  to 
the  laity,  and  to  the  district  superin¬ 
tendents  for  what  may  have  been  the 
finest  year  in  our  history.  It  was  in¬ 
deed  a  shining  hour  and  a  glorious 
victory. 

The  year  1987  will  also  be  a  tough 
year  for  the  church  although  I  think 
not  quite  as  difficult  as  1986.  If  we 
rise  to  the  challenge,  as  we  did  in 
1986,  it  will  be  indeed  another  chapter 
of  greatness  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ists  of  our  state. 

My  thanks  and  God’s  blessings. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


First  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  ended  the  1986  church 
year  by  sponsoring  a  Christmas  Pageant 
coordinated  by  the  Church  School  and 
the  Youth  Choir.  Over  50  children  rang¬ 
ing  in  age  from  three  to  16  participated 
in  the  pageant.  A  huge  flocked  Christmas 
tree  was  donated  by  the  United 
Methodist  Men  of  the  church;  toys  and 
gifts  were  distributed  by  Santa  Claus 
(Johnel  Preston);  costumes  were  loaned 
to  the  church  free  of  charge  by  the  City 
of  New  Orleans  Recreation  Depart¬ 
ment’s  Cultural  Division;  and  scenery  de¬ 
signs  were  made  possible  by  Raymond 
Duplessis,  Margaret  Johnson  and  Diane 
Lawless.  Marjorie  Staine,  Tommie 
Alexander  and  Rita  McKinnis  coordinat¬ 
ed  the  pageant.  Music  was  provided  by 
Karl  Francis  and  the  Youth  Choir  of  the 
church.  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  is  the 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  oldest  member  of  the  Mt.  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  District  is  Leroy  Fre- 
low  who  is  about  to  celebrate  his  97th 
birthday.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Marcell 
Johnson. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  pastor  of  Grand 
River  United  Methodist  Church,  award¬ 
ed  five  of  the  church’s  members  with 
plaques  for  35  years  of  service.  Those  re¬ 
ceiving  plaques  were  Theresa  Seneca, 


Hayward  Seneca,  Ernest  and  Kate  Dia¬ 
mond,  and  Emile  Mendoza. 

*  •  * 

The  Administrative  Council  and  Pro¬ 
gram  Committees  of  Lakeview  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Minden  met  at 
Caney  Conference  Centre  for  a  Planning 
Retreat  on  Saturday,  January  17  with  27 
members  present.  Rev.  James  McLel- 
“land  is  the  pastor. 


James  Kavanaugh  to  Hold  Workshop 


Noel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  is  sponsoring  a  nationally  ac¬ 
claimed  “Search’  workshop  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  by  Dr.  James  Kavanaugh  of 
Chicago,  Ill.  on  Friday  through  Sunday, 
March  13-5, 1987. 

During  the  workshop,  Dr.  Kavanaugh 
will  teach  those  who  participate  a  prov¬ 
en  plan  for  moving  from  self-doubt 
through  self-awareness  to  self-love.  Some 
of  his  12  principles  that  change  a  per¬ 
son’s  life  to  be  demonstrated  are  elimi¬ 
nating  sources  of  negative  energy, 
increasing  coping  skills,  developing  com¬ 
munication  skills,  and  exploring  life’s 
choices. 

Dr.  Kavanaugh  holds  a  Ph.D  in  Reli- 


Retirement  Notices  Needed 

The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  wishes  to  remind  all  ministers  who  plan  to 
retire  at  the  coming  session  of  the  Annual  Conference  in  June,  that  Paragraph 
#453  of  the  1984  Discipline  requires  that  the  Bishop,  Cabinet  and  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  be  notified  in  writing  by  March  1,  1987. 


‘Roots’  Author  to  Preach  Sunday 


As  part  of  the  21st  Annual  Tom  Peyton 
Memorial  Arts  Festival  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria, 
Alex  Haley,  author  of  the  famous  book, 
Roots,  will  be  preaching  at  the  10:45  a.m. 
service  and  also  at  the  Alexandria  Coli¬ 
seum  at  6:00  p.m.  on  the  theme,  “Find 
the  Good  and  Praise  It.” 


Date  Change 


Dr.  Phil  Woodland  announces  that  the  date  for  the  Pre-Retirement  Planning 
Seminar  has  been  changed  from  Monday,  Feb.  23  to  Wednesday,  Apr.  22.  It  will 
held  from  9:30  a.m.-4  p.m.  at  University  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge. 


Among  those  present  for  the  signing  of  the  Grant  Agreement  were  (standing)  Ear- 
lene  Matthews,  Rev.  Marcel  Johnson,  Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  Warren  Charles,  (sitting) 
Emily  McCoy,  Dr.  Kirby  A.  Vining,  and  Kathy  McCoy. 

Church  Receives  EMLC  Grant 


The  officials  of  the  Mallalieu  United 
Methodist  Church,  St.  Martinville,  met 
January  18,  following  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  to  sign  a  Trust  and  Mort¬ 
gage  Agreement  for  an  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  Grant  from  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  The  grant,  in  the 
amount  of  $10,000,  will  go  toward  the 


building  of  a  church  parsonage. 

Mallalieu  is  one  of  five  ethnic  minority 
churches  in  the  Conference  to  receive  a 
grant  from  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Missional  Priority  Fund. 

The  pastor  of  the  church  is  Rev.  Mar¬ 
cel  Johnson. 


The  ‘Connection’  Works  at  Bluff  Creek 


The  children’s  division  of  the  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  is  now  selling  birthday/anni¬ 
versary  calendar  to  raise  funds  for  mis¬ 
sions.  The  calendars  are  $5  each  and  will 
be  available  on  Sunday  mornings  or 
from  the  church  office  during  the  week. 
The  calendar’s  decorations  feature  pic¬ 
tures  of  St.  Luke’s  drawn  by  the  children. 
Rev.  Don  McDowell  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Wilhite  United  Methodist  Church, 
Monroe  District,  held  their  candlelight¬ 
ing  service  on  Christmas  Eve.  The  cere¬ 
mony  included  scripture,  carols  and  the 
serving  of  communion.  Following  the 
service,  there  was  fellowship  around  a 
huge  cedar  Christmas  tree.  Rev.  E.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Fant  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Northeastern  University  Wesley 
Foundation  in  Monroe  sponsored  a  clown 
workshop  on  January  17.  Rev.  Willis 
Dear  led  the  session. 


When  fire  destroyed  the  sanctuary  at 
the  historic  Bluff  Creek  Campgrounds, 
the  congregation  faced  a  task  that 
threatened  to  overwhelm  this  small 
church  in  East  Feliciana  Parish.  The 
fact  that  Bluff  Creek  United  Methodist 
Church  had  broken  ground  for  a  lovely 
new  sanctuary  on  this  site  is  a  tribute  to 
the  “cOhYieetton”  and  to  the  Wesleyan 
Spirit  which  has  filled  these  piney  woods 
for  a  century  now,  since  the  early  camp 
meetings  of  1885. 

Athalea  Hartner,  the  only  surviving 
charter  member  of  the  Bluff  Creek 
Church,  turned  the  first  spade  of  earth. 
Those  who  joined  her  represent  the 
workings  of  the  “connection,”  a  part  of 
the  Methodist  way  that  has  enabled  a 
church  of  44  members  to  take  on  a  chal¬ 
lenging  task.  The  congregation  has  con¬ 
nected  with  important  assistance  in  each 
step  of  the  project.  Participation  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  Insurance  Pro¬ 
gram  assured  the  receipt  of  the  principle 
financial  resources  for  the  project.  Coop¬ 
eration  from  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Office  of  Financial  Affairs  has  enabled 
the  church  to  invest  this  settlement  at 
the  best  possible  interest  rate.  Dr.  Clare 


Jones,  an  architect  with  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  of¬ 
fered  consultation  services  without  cost 
to  the  congregation.  From  this  begin¬ 
ning,  a  local  church  member,  Henry  H. 
Forrester,  and  one  of  his  co-workers, 
Wayne  Ballew,  developed  the  architec¬ 
tural  plans  which  were  reviewed  by  Dr. 
Jones.  Sam  Hollenhead,  a  contractor 
with  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries,  and  his  assistant,  Bobby 
Harrison,  have  begun  construction  of  the 
new  facility  at  a  cost  much  lower  than 
possible  independently.  Further  assis¬ 
tance  throughout  the  project  has  been 
given  by  Rev.  Donald  Hall,  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge/Ham¬ 
mond  District  and  Bishop  Walter 
Underwood.  A.  E.  Boeneke  chairs  the 
building  committee. 

As  word  of  the  fire  in  the  old  Bluff 
Creek  sanctuary  has  spread,  the  re¬ 
sponse  of  those  familiar  with  the  historic 
campgrounds  has  been  gratifying.  The 
Bluff  Creek  United  Methodist  Church 
thanks  you  in  advance  for  any  financial 
assistance  you  may  offer  the  project. 

Truly,  as  part  of  the  Methodist  “con¬ 
nection,”  we  are  not  alone! 


gious  Philosophy  from  Catholic  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  is  a  licensed 
clinical  psychologist  and  marriage  and 
family  counselor.  He  has  read  poetry  and 
conducted  workshops  throughout  North 
America,  has  appeared  on  all  major  tele¬ 
vision  and  radio  talk  shows,  and  fre¬ 
quently  lectures  at  colleges,  universities 
and  in  other  forums. 

The  ‘Search’  Workshop  is  limited  to  no 
more  than  50  people  and  the  cost  is  $125 
per  person.  Full-time  students  may  ap¬ 
ply  for  assistance. 

More  information  may  be  obtained  by 
contacting  Charles  Gaby,  Noel  United 
Methodist  Church,  520  Herndon  St., 
Shreveport,  La.  71101,  (318)  221-5207. 
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(L  to  r)  Sam  Hollenhead,  Wayne  Ballew,  Athalea  Hartner,  Laura  Bunch,  Henry 
Forrester,  A.  E.  Boeneke,  Rev.  Ellen  Montegudo  and  Rev.  Donald  Hall  recently  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  groundbreaking  ceremony  for  Bluff  Creek  United  Methodist  Church. 

Register  Now  for  Communications  Workshop 


The  festival  opens  on  February  20  and 
runs  through  March  1. 

The  festival  was  founded  by  Bishop 
Ben  Oliphint  when  he  was  pastor  of  the 
church  in  1967. 

For  more  information  about  the  festi¬ 
val  contact  Susan  Peyton,  (318)  443-5696. 


“Getting  Your  Message  Across”  is  the 
theme  of  the  communication  skills  work¬ 
shop  to  be  held  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  on  Wednesday, 
March  4.  The  time  for  the  workshop  is 
9:30  a.m.-4:00  p.m.  and  a  one-half  CEU 
credit  will  be  given  for  those  participat¬ 
ing. 

Cindy  Burbach,  the  workshop’s  lead- 

i - 


er,  has  asked  all  participants  to  bring  a 
sample  of  their  writing.  This  only  needs 
to  be  a  brief  article  with  one  or  two 
paragraphs. 

The  cost  of  the  one-day  workshop  is 
$10  which  includes  the  workbook  the  par¬ 
ticipants  will  use  throughout  the  day. 
Registrations  are  due  in  the  Conference 
office  by  Tuesday,  February  24. 


Registration  Form 


Name 


Address 

(please  print) 

City 

Phone  (  ) 

District 

A  registration  fee  of  $10  must  accompany  this  form  and  be  mailed  to  Dr. 
John  Braden,  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
70802. 


}{Special  Announcement 


Any  Board,  Agency,  Commission  or  Committee  oi  the  Confer¬ 
ence  wishing  to  have  a  report  in  the  Pre-Conference  Book  must 
mail  it  by  Friday,  March  20tb  to:  Conference  Secretary,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 


March  /,  I 987 


‘Human  Relations  Day’  Gifts  Bring  Joy 


human 
relations 
Hfll!  day 


“Where  there  is 
sadness,”  St.  Fran¬ 
cis  of  Assissi 
prayed,  “let  me 
sow  joy.” 

Many  Louisiana 
Methodists  will  be 
among  those  echo¬ 
ing  his  prayer  on  March  1,  the  officially 
designated  date  for  observing  Human  Re¬ 
lations  Day. 

Receipts  from  the  Human  Relations 
Day  offering  are  divided  among  three 
programs:  Community  Developers, 
which  receives  60  percent  of  the  offer¬ 
ing;  United  Methodist  Voluntary  Services 
(UMVS),  which  gets  35  percent;  and  Po¬ 
lice-Community  Relations,  which  re¬ 
ceives  the  remaining  5  percent. 

Assigned  to  local  churches,  Communi¬ 
ty  Developers  attempt  to  bridge  the  gap 
between  the  congregation  and  the  imme¬ 
diate  community.  Along  with  local 
church  members,  they  may  deal  with 
problems  relating  to  living  quarters,  en¬ 
ergy  consumption,  day-care  centers  and 


other  concerns.  The  Community  Devel¬ 
opers  Program,  like  UMVS,  is  supervised 
by  the  National  Program  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

UMVS  personnel  provide  training  for 
community  groups  and  always  try  to  in¬ 
volve  persons  from  local  churches. 

Police-Community  Relations  projects 
may  serve  to  lessen  the  dehumanizing 
experience  of  prisoners  and  offer  pasto¬ 
ral  care  and  counseling  to  such  persons. 
They  also  work  to  improve  the  relations 
between  law  enforcement  agencies  and 
the  community. 

Through  these  ministries,  the  church 
provides  programs,  resources  and  ser¬ 
vices  to  communities,  congregations  and 
individuals  in  response  to  Christ’s  chal¬ 
lenge  to  the  community  of  faith  to  be  in 
ministry. 

Although  March  1  is  the  official  date 
for  observing  Human  Relations  Day,  lo¬ 
cal  churches  may  select  another  date,  if 
they  wish,  to  respond  compassionately  to 
persons  of  diverse  cultures,  lifestyles 
and  theological  insights. 


Spring  Interview  Dates  Set 

Those  persons  to  be  interviewed  are  all  Local  Pastors  (Student,  Part-Time,  and 
Full-Time)  who  have  not  yet  completed  the  Course  of  Study.  Also  to  be  interviewed 
are  any  Associate  Members  or  Local  Pastors  who  are  being  recommended  by  their 
District  Committee  on  Ordained  Ministry  for  a  change  of  status  at  the  1987  Annual 
Conference  to  be  held  in  June. 

The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  has  announced  the  following  Dates  for  the  Spring 
Interviews. 


Monday,  March  23, 1987 

Time  Location 

9:30  a  m.  Trinity,  Ruston 

11:00  a.m.  Trinity,  Ruston 

2:00  p.m.  Trinity,  Ruston 

Tuesday,  March  24, 1987 

9:30  a.m.  Asbury,  Lafayette 

11:00  a.m.  Asbury,  Lafayette 

2:00-p;in.  Asbury,  Lafayette 


District 

Monroe 

Ruston 

Shreveport 


Baton  Rouge/Lafayette 
Lake  Charles 
Alexandria 


Baton  Rouge /Hammond 
New  Orleans/Houma 
New  Orleans/Slidell 


Wednesday,  March  25, 1987 

9:30  a.m.  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
1 1 :00  a.m.  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
2:00  p.m.  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
For  further  information  contact  Dr.  John  M.  Lee,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
201  John  Wesley  Blvd.,  Bossier  City,  La.  71112,  (318)  742-3823. 

Laity  to  Meet  in  Pineville 


Hubert  Blanchard,  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Lay  Leader,  has  announced 
that  the  next  Conference  Board  of  Laity 
meeting  is  scheduled  for  Saturday,  Feb. 
28  at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Pineville.  The  meeting  will  begin  at  10 
a.m.  and  conclude  by  2  p.m. 

The  main  item  of  business  on  the  agen¬ 
da  will  be  the  election  of  a  Vice  Confer¬ 
ence  Lay  Leader.  Among  the  subjects  to 
be  reported  upon  include  the  Howard 
Daughenbaugh/Matheny  Scholarship, 
Annual  Conference  concerns,  and  the 


1000  Club. 

The  morning  devotional  will  be  given 
by  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Pineville,  and  the  evening  devo¬ 
tional  will  be  given  by  Rev.  Wilbur  Da¬ 
vis,  Sr.,  pastor  of  the  Newman-St.  Mark 
Charge. 

All  interested  persons,  laity  and  clergy 
are  encouraged  to  attend  this  meeting. 

More  information  can  be  obtained  by 
contacting  Hubert  Blanchard,  P.O. 
Drawer  29,  Sulphur,  La.  70664,  (318)  527- 
5291. 


It’s  That  Time  Again! 

Churches  are  reminded  that  it  is  time  to  renew  their  membership  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Resource  Center.  Annual  Fees  are  based  on  church  membership. 

Church  Membership  Annual  Fee 

Up  to  199  $10 

200  to  499  $15 

500  to  999  $20 

1,000  and  over  $25 

This  membership  is  good  for  one  calendar  year  and  enables  church  members  to 
use  the  various  Audio-Visual  materials  at  a  lesser  rental  fee  than  is  charged  non¬ 
members.  Rates  are  as  follows: 

Member’s  Fee  Non-Member’s  Fee 

$  2  $  3 

$  6  $10 

$10  $20 

$  6  $10 

$  3  $  5 

We  will  continue  using  the  same  Audio-Visual  Catalog.  Supplement  sheets  will  be 
mailed  out  in  the  Coordinated  Mailing  (COVERAGE)  from  time  to  time.  You  are  to 
place  them  in  your  catalog  to  keep  it  current.  Additional  catalogs  may  be  purchased 
for  $2.50  each.  However,  if  you  are  a  new  member,  upon  receipt  of  your  membership 
fee,  a  catalog  will  be  mailed  to  you. 

Use  your  Resource  Center.  It  is  here  for  you!! 

- - - 1 


Type  of  Audio-Visual 
Filmstrips/Slides 
16mm  under  15  minutes 
16mm  over  15  minutes 
VHS  Tapes 
Kits 


|  Church  _ 

I 

|  Address- 

I 


Resource  Center  Registration  Form 

(Please  Print) 

_ District _ 


Street  (not  P.O.Box) 
Person  Submitting  Membership  . 

Pastor  _ 


.  City- 


_  Zip_ 


I 

I  Amount  of  Fee  Enclosed  $  . 

I 
I 


.  Phone  (  )_ 


Date 


-J  L- 


Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and 
mailed  to  the  Conference  Resource  Center,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La. 
70802. 
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Searching  our  souls  about  race 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Most  of  us  probably  think  of  our  coun¬ 
try’s  era  of  racial  discrimination  in  the 
past  tense. 

Numerous  recent  incidents,  however, 
suggest  a  disturbing  resurgence  of  racial 
tensions  in  American  society.  Consider: 

•  The  beating  of  three  black  men  by  a 
gang  of  white  youths  in  Queens,  N.Y., 
leading  to  the  death  of  one  black  man. 

•Violence-tinged  rallies  in  all-white 
Forsyth  County,  Ga.,  calling  for  resi¬ 
dents  to  allow  black  people  to  live  there 
without  threats  to  their  lives. 

•  “Freedom  riders”  from  the  South  go¬ 
ing  to  Chicago  to  help  hold  down  threat¬ 
ened  racial  violence  during  that  city’s 
Feb.  16  mayoral  election. 

•A  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  member  claiming  also  to  be  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  boasting  of 
“learning  karate  so  he  can  ‘off’  blacks” 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  13). 

It’s  little  wonder  that  the  head  of  the 
National  Association  for  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  Colored  People  told  a  recent 
church  gathering,  “The  racial  problem  is 
still  a  festering  sore _ ” 

Racial  problems  are  not  “festering” 
everywhere,  of  course.  Nor  are  there  indi¬ 
cations  that  gains  in  justice  and  equal  op¬ 
portunity  for  minorities  stemming  from 
civil-rights  laws  are  being  threatened. 

The  overall  climate  for  race  relations 
is  light  years  beyond  what  it  was  before 
those  laws  were  adopted— and  dramati¬ 
cally  better  than  a  decade  ago. 

It  would  be  a  mistake,  however,  to 
minimize  the  seriousness  of  recent  ra¬ 
cially  related  disturbances.  They  give 


ample  evidence  that  “with  liberty  and 
justice  for  all”  remains  more  a  societal 
dream  than  a  societywide  reality. 

Despite  our  progress  in  adopting  laws 
to  promote  racial  equality,  our  hearts, 
minds  and  actions  often  reflect  some¬ 
thing  less.  Even  some  of  us  who  profess 
to  be  Christians  still  judge  others  by  the 
color  of  their  skin,  even  to  the  point  of 
violating  their  rights  if  the  color  isn’t 
“right.” 

As  Christians,  we  believe  in  a  God 
who  created  many  colors  of  people  and, 
when  looking  at  His  creation,  concluded: 
“It  is  good.”  When  we  encounter  racially 
prejudiced  attitudes  and  actions,  we 
should  not  look  the  other  way  but  label 
them  what  they  are:  contrary  to  the 
law  of  God— not  to  mention  the  laws  of 
the  land. 

Such  encounters  also  should  lead  us  to 
consider  whether  our  own  attitudes,  ac¬ 
tions  and  inactions  might  be  contribut¬ 
ing,  perhaps  without  our  knowing  it,  to  a 
moral  climate  that  tolerates  or  encour¬ 
ages  racial  prejudice  and  injustice. 

Out  of  our  soul-searching  should  come 
answers  to  the  following  questions: 

S  Do  I  overtly  object  to  remarks  that 
“put  down”  people’s  racial  or  ethnic 
identity? 

f  Do  I  promote  fairness  in  all  my  re¬ 
lationships — at  home,  church  and 
work— and  insist  that  others  do  likewise 
even  if  I  know  they  have  a  racial  bias? 

S  Would  I  stand  up  for  the  rights  of  a 
person  whom  I  know  to  be  a  victim  of  ra¬ 
cial  prejudice,  even  if  doing  so  were  eco¬ 
nomically  or  socially  costly  to  me? 


Bishops 9  letter,  peace  marc ) 
cause  cup  to  ‘runneth  over 

AmentoytheUnSSbishoDS'  h0"  *eUi,n!!ed  Methodi 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Riot  police  in  Forsyth  County,  Ga.,  escort  a  Ku  Klux  Klan  member  and 
others  as  they  watch  marchers  protesting  racial  injustice— just  one  of  sev¬ 
eral  recent  race-related  incidents  across  the  United  States.  As  Christians, 
we  should  not  minimize  the  resurgence  of  racial  tensions  in  our  society. 


f  Am  I  consistently  willing  to  be  in 
fellowship  with  people  of  another  race  at 
church,  at  work  or  at  leisure? 

If  our  answers  to  any  of  the  above  ques¬ 
tions  are  “no,”  we  should  confess  to  God 


that  our  hearts  are  not  yet  where  they 
should  be.  We  should  pray  for  divine  heal¬ 
ing  of  our  outlook  and  continue  to  struggle 
to  know  and  follow  the  mind  of  Christ  until 
the  evil  of  racial  injustice  is  eradicated. 


Here  I  Stand 


Korean  Creed  should  stay  in  the  new  hymnal 


By  HAE-JONG  KIM 

As  the  final  stage  of  the  hymnal-revi¬ 
sion  process  draws  nearer,  we  look  for¬ 
ward  to  the  arrival  of  the  new  hymnal 
with  excitement  and  anticipation. 

We  commend  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  for  its  labor  of  love  to  bring 
forth  a  new  hymnal  that  will  take  us  into 
the  third  century  of  United  Methodism. 

And  we  applaud  the  inclusion  of  many 
new  hymns  that  are  inclusive  and  contem¬ 
porary,  being  selected  from  a  wide  range 
of  ecumenical  and  ethnic  hymn  resources. 

I  am  dismayed 

However,  I  for  one  am  dismayed  to 
learn  that  the  Korean  Creed  may  be  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  new  hymnal  for  some 
unacceptable  reasons  (see  related  article 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

“Here  I  stand”  as  a  United  Methodist 
to  affirm  the  value  of  the  Korean  Creed 
and  to  urge  the  Hymnal  Revision  Com¬ 
mittee  not  to  exclude  it. 

The  Korean  Creed  has  served  a  unique 
place  in  Methodist  hymnals  for  more 
than  50  years  (since  the  1922  edition)  as 
the  only  affirmation  of  faith  coming 
from  a  missionary  context. 

Thus  it  has  great  historic  significance 
as  well  as  symbolic  importance  for  an 
inclusive  church  such  as  ours. 

The  occasion  for  the  formulation  of 
this  creed  has  historic  importance.  It 
was  created  for  the  newly  organized 
Methodist  Church  of  Korea  by  Korean 
Methodists  in  1930. 

It  was  a  highly  celebrative  event  be¬ 
cause  it  was  the  first  church  in  the  mis¬ 
sion  field  to  become  autonomous.  The 
Methodist  churches  in  the  United  States, 
which  had  been  divided  north  and  south, 
came  together  through  their  mission  in 
Korea,  even  one  year  before  their  actual 
union  in  the  states. 

It  was  indeed  a  high  moment  in  the 
history  of  “foreign  missions"  of  the 


Methodist  Church.  Today,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  reaping  the  harvest 
through  the  establishment  and  growth  of 
Korean-American  immigrant  churches. 

Bishop  Welch  led  drafting 

For  this  occasion,  Bishop  Herbert 
Welch  was  assigned  to  chair  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  three  Korean  Methodist  leaders  to 
draft  a  doctrinal 
statement.  Their 
purpose  was  to  write 
a  creed  that  reflects 
the  cultural  and  spir¬ 
itual  context  of  Asia, 
yet  embodying  the 
basic  beliefs  of  the 
Wesleyan  tradition. 

So  we  see  the  Wes-  Hae-Jong  Kim 
leyan  quadrilateral  format  in  the  Kore¬ 
an  Creed: 

“We  believe  in  the  Word  of  God  ...” 
(Bible),  "...  in  the  forgiveness  ...  life  of 
love  and  prayer . . .”  (Experience),  "...  in 
the  Church  ...”  (Tradition),  "...  in  the 
kingdom  of  God  as  the  divine  rule  in  hu¬ 
man  society”  (Reason). 

Because  of  its  concise  way  of  stating 
theological  concepts  in  plain  language, 
the  Korean  Creed  has  been  popular 
among  the  United  Methodists,  not  as  an 
alternative  to  historic  creeds,  such  as  the 
Apostles’  Creed,  but  as  an  affirmation 
that  complements  them  and  as  a  teach¬ 
ing  tool. 

I  have  observed  through  my  25  years 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


of  ministry  the  popularity  of  this  creed, 
not  only  in  Korean  congregations  but  in 
United  Methodist  congregations  of  all 
backgrounds. 

Now  as  I  make  my  visits  to  churches 
in  the  district  that  I  superintend,  this 
widespread  usage  is  further  confirmed. 

Therefore,  it  would  be  most  unfortu¬ 
nate  if  this  creed  were  to  be  excluded 
from  the  new  United  Methodist  hymnal, 
which  is  intended  to  be  more  inclusive. 

Disappointment  feared 

Today  Korean-American  United 
Methodist  churches  are  developing  rap¬ 
idly.  If  the  Korean  Creed  were  excluded, 
the  disappointment  of  the  Korean  com¬ 
munity  would  be  so  great. 

The  symbolic  implication  may  send 
wrong  signals  to  the  250-plus  Korean- 
American  United  Methodist  churches 
and  the  Asiaji-American  community  that 
we  fear  their  feeling  of  alienation. 

As  for  the  exclusive  language  used  in 
two  places  in  the  Korean  Creed,  it  is  the 
result  more  of  the  English  translation 
than  to  the  original  Korean  language. 

Replacing  “men”  by  “humankind,” 
and  “brotherhood”  by  “brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters”  would  not  change  the  meaning  but 
rather  enhance  it. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Meeting  of  Korean-American 
United  Methodist  Churches  (Jan.  6,  1987) 
and  also  at  the  National  Convocation  of 
Asian-American  United  Methodists  (Jan. 


19, 1987)  urging  the  inclusion  of  the  Kore¬ 
an  Creed. 

I  hereby  urge  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  to  take  these  resolutions  seri¬ 
ously. 

“Here  1  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Hae-Jong  Kim 
lives  in  Englewood,  N.J.,  and  is  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Northern  District  of  the 
Northern  New  Jersey  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here 
l  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


By  J.  WALTER  COBB 

Amen  to  the  United  Methodist  bishops’ 
pastoral  letter,  “In  Defense  of  Creation: 
The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace.” 

The  Great  Peace  March  for  Global 
Nuclear  Disarmament  completed  its 
1986  objective— a  walk  from  Los  Ange¬ 
les,  beginning  March 
1,  to  Washington, 
ending  Nov.  15,  via 
New  York.  Total  dis¬ 
tance:  3,701  miles! 

It  was  a  walk  with 
a  purpose:  to  pro¬ 
mote  awareness  of 
current  and  potential 
destructiveness  of  J.  Walter  Cobb 
the  nuclear  arms  race  and  to  educate, 
motivate  and  give  hope  and  support  to 
individuals  and  groups  for  action  toward 
a  nuclear-free,  just  and  peaceful  world. 

The  momentum  continues.  The  monu¬ 
mental  cause  still  challenges  us  who  had 
the  privilege  of  being  peace  marchers  in 
1986.  We  have  fanned  out  to  every  state 
and  across  oceans  with  renewed  dedica¬ 
tion  and  creative  action  initiatives  for 
making  peace  by  non-violent  means. 

I  was  and  am  glad  to  be  one  of  them! 

I’m  proud  to  be  a  UM 

I’m  also  thankful  and  proud  to  be  a 
United  Methodist  peacemaker!  Thankful 
and  proud  of  our  courageous,  prophetic 
Council  of  Bishops! 

My  own  episcopal  leader,  Bishop  Jack 
Tuell  of  the  Los  Angeles  Area,  told  me 
before  the  march  of  the  impending  pas¬ 
toral  letter.  He  wrote  fellow  bishops  ad¬ 
vising  them  of  United  Methodists  on  the 
march  and  encouraging  local  church  hos¬ 
pitality  toward  us  and  all  marchers. 

The  pastoral  letter  reached  me  while 
on  the  march  in  Utah.  It  gave  me  a  tre¬ 
mendous  feeling  of  being  lifted  up,  un¬ 
dergirded  and  more  than  ever 
surrounded  by  love  and  in  harmony  with 
God  and  the  universe. 

Why?  Point  by  point,  policy  objectives 
put  forth  by  the  bishops  coincided  with 
those  developed  by  Peace  City! 

As  a  member  of  a  Peace  City  advance 
group  and  a  house  guest  of  Martha  and 
Howard  Gammon  of  Mount  Vernon  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Washington  Nov. 
9,  I  attended  morning  worship  at  Mount 
Olivet  United  Methodist  Church  in  Arling¬ 
ton,  Va.  Dorothy  Clark,  chair  of  its  Peace 
and  World  Order  Committee,  invited  me 
to  an  evening  meeting  on  Nicaragua. 

Fellow  United  Methodists  Ralph  and 
Dorothy  Clark  sent  me  a  clipping  from 
the  “Virginia  Advocate,”  newspaper  of 
Virginia  Annual  Conference.  The  article 


illustrates  how  well  United  Methodists 
responded  to  Bishop  Tuell 's  call  and  the 
peace  march  itself. 

Clipping  stimulated  me 

The  clipping  stimulated  me  to  send  a 
post-march  report  on  my  pre-march 
message  (see  “Here  I  Stand,”  Feb.  28, 
1986).  Excerpts  from  the  Dec.  11  “Virgin¬ 
ia  Advocate”  story  follow: 

“United  Methodist  bishops  spoke 
among  the  first  and  last  words  on  the  fi¬ 
nal  day  of  the  widely  publicized  Great 
Peace  March. 

“Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  of  San 
Francisco  addressed  the  morning  rally 
that  launched  a  silent  march  by  an  esti¬ 
mated  7,500  persons  to  Lafayette  Park 
across  from  the  White  House. 

“Kelly  said  that  ‘to  stand  for  peace  is 
to  stand  for  the  wholeness  of  human¬ 
kind.’ 

“Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  of  Washington 
spoke  from  the  steps  of  the  Lincoln  Me¬ 
morial  as  thousands  of  flickering  candles 
surrounded  the  Reflecting  Pool  linking 
the  memorial  with  the  Washington  Mon¬ 
ument.  The  candles  were  lighted  from  a 
lantern  that  had  earlier  been  lighted 
from  the  Hiroshima  Peace  Park’s  eter¬ 
nal  flame. 

“‘We  are  called  to  be  peacemakers, 
not  peacekeepers,’”  he  said.  “‘In  the 
name  of  God  ...  let  us  go  forth  together, 
committed,  until  nuclear  armaments  are 
removed  from  the  face  of  the  Earth.’ 

“The  marchers  traveled  through  15 
states.  Along  the  way  marchers  spoke  in 
more  than  200  houses  of  worship,  88  high 
schools,  71  universities  and  colleges  and 
many  other  places.” 

Since  returning  home  to  Los  Angeles,  I 
have  spoken  to  nine  groups,  five  in 
churches.  Four  speeches  are  scheduled, 
three  in  churches. 

From  my  notes  and  papers,  I’m  still 
counting  United  Methodist  personal  con¬ 
tacts  and  congregations  that  nourished  me 
on  the  way.  Truly,  “my  cup  runneth  over.” 

To  each  I  extend  a  heart-felt  “Thank 
you.”  I  love  you  all.  May  God  grant  us 
the  shalom  of  which  the  bishops  speak! 
Amen! 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  J.  Walter  Cobb  is  a  member  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  of  Eagle  Rock  in  Eagle  Rock, 
Calif.  (California-Pacific  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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To  the  Editor: 

How  distressed  I  was  to  read  of  the 
“new  church  development  effort”  eyed 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops  reported  in  the 
Feb.  6  issue. 

I  agree  that  we  need  more  energy  for 
church  development,  but  when  will  we 
learn  that  shuffling  papers  does  not 
make  a  church  grow? 

Yes!  I  would  love  to  have  a  bishop  re¬ 
sponsible  specifically  for  church  growth 
and  development.  And  yes,  let’s  have 
that  bishop  be  a  dynamic  speaker  who 
can  lead  us  in  worship  and  inspire  lay 
and  clergy  alike  to  evangelism. 

Yes,  let’s  have  a  bishop  who  can  help 
us  through  workshops  and  consultation 
to  strategize  and  evaluate  the  most  fruit¬ 
ful  places  and  means  of  evangelism. 

But  let’s  be  realistic.  All  quarterly  re¬ 
ports  will  do  is  tie  up  with  paperwork 
those  who  are  genuinely  trying  to  make 
the  church  grow.  Those  who,  without 
shame  or  embarrassment,  report  no  in¬ 
creases  on  annual  reports  will  find  no 
shame  and  embarrassment  in  reporting 
no  progress  on  quarterly  reports. 

Get  real.  We  have  enough  paperwork 
as  it  is  and  very  little  of  it  wins  people  to 
Christ. 

Mark  Shepherd 
Southgate,  Kentucky 

Blindness  glimpsed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  hope  every  Reporter  reader  paid 
close  attention  to  John  Stumbo’s  re¬ 
marks  regarding  the  recent  Good  News 
statements  vis-a-vis  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  (see  UMR,  Feb.  6). 

If  anyone  wonders  why  the  often-com¬ 
municated  concerns  of  evangelicals  within 
the  UMC  seem  to  accomplish  so  little  at 
the  official  level,  Mr.  Stumbo  has  given  a 
very  candid  public  glimpse  of  institutional 
blindness  and  insensitivity. 

Mr.  Stumbo’s  response  defies  compre¬ 
hension.  He  states,  “I  don’t  know  of  any¬ 
body  on  the  staff  that  I  wouldn’t  define 
as  evangelical.  I  don’t  understand  what 
the  problem  is.” 

One  wonders  how  Mr.  Stumbo  would 


define  “evangelical”! 

He  proceeds  to  state  that  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  world’s  conflict  should  keep 
us  (i.e.  the  church)  from  “arguing  among 
ourselves  . . .  about  esoteric  questions  of 
theology.” 

In  one  sentence  Mr.  Stumbo  has  trivi¬ 
alized  away  the  very  substantial  theolog¬ 
ical  concerns  that  evangelicals  within 
the  UMC  have  been  raising  for  many 
years. 

If  Mr.  Stumbo  speaks  for  the  board, 
then  the  problem  within  the  UMC  is 
much,  much  more  serious  than  most  of 
us  have  heretofore  perceived! 

I  hope  that  United  Methodists  will  not 
miss  the  tragic  significance  of  Mr.  Stum¬ 
bo’s  response.  Unfortunately,  rather  than 
being  atypical,  it  is  quite  consistent  with 
the  line  that  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  consistently  taken. 

Dick  McClain 

Stone  Mountain,  Georgia 

Thanks  for  family  witness 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  note  of  appreciation  for  the  “My 
Witness”  by  Avis  Townsend  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  6). 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  those  who  consid¬ 
er  the  family  as  a  blessing  from  Him. 
Mrs.  Townsend’s  witness  was  a  breath  of 
fresh  air  in  a  world  where  the  family 
seems  to  have  fallen  to  something  less 
than  a  top  priority. 

James  M.  Shemwell 
Perryville,  Missouri 

‘Old  wine’  paid  tribute 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Jan.  23  Reporter  .had  John  Col¬ 
lier’s  “Here  I  Stand”  article  on  wine¬ 
skins.  Being  a  retired  United  Methodist 
minister,  I  am  quite  familiar  with  the 
old  wine  and  the  wineskins  that  held  it. 

I  do  not  consider  those  of  my  genera¬ 
tion  to  be  “victims”  when  we  point  to  the 
discipline  that  directed  us  and  made  us 
the  great  church  we  were. 

John  Wesley  said  in  1786,  “I  am  not 
afraid  that  the  people  called  Methodists 
should  ever  cease  to  exist  in  Europe  or 
America.  But  I’m  afraid  least  they 


should  only  exist  as  a  dead  sect  having 
the  form  of  religion  without  the  power. 
This  will  undoubtedly  be  the  case  unless 
they  hold  fast  to  the  doctrine  and  disci¬ 
pline  with  which  they  first  set  out.” 

Have  John  Collier  and  those  who  be¬ 
lieve  as  he  does  examined  the  new  wine 
and  compared  it  to  the  old?  If  people  do 
not  know  whether  our  system  is  connec- 
tional,  congregational  or  hybrid,  it  is  be¬ 
cause  their  leaders  have  not  been 
faithful  in  the  teaching. 

The  wine  of  John  Wesley’s  day  fits  the 
needs  for  God’s  work  in  any  area  in  any 
time,  even  ours.  It’s  the  wine,  not  the 
wineskin,  that  needs  the  attention  of  the 
church.  God’s  grace  and  wisdom  do  not 
change. 

When  fermented  and  dispensed  with 
the  diligence  and  love,  the  connectional 
system  or  itinerancy  system — call  it  “sa¬ 
lute  system,”  if  you  will— will  be  ade¬ 
quate  to  make  possible  the  great  church 
we  all  want. 

We  may  need  to  examine  the  wine 
makers’  knowledge,  devotion,  love  and 
diligence  as  they  dispense  true  Methodist 
wine  whenever  and  wherever  they  are 
entrusted  with  the  responsibility. 

Francis  M.  Love 
Jackson,  Missouri 

The  moral  of  Oral 

To  the  Editor: 

Every  family  has  someone  its  mem¬ 
bers  are  occasionally  embarrassed  to 
claim  as  one  of  theirs.  Many  of  us  United 
Methodist  pastors  feel  that  way  these 
days  about  Oral  Roberts. 

Both  his  theology  and  his  ethics  dis¬ 
played  in  his  frantic  plea  for  $4.5  million 
push  him  over  the  line  that  identifies 
those  of  a  cultish  mentality. 

Certainly  God  does  not  hold  any  one 
person’s  life  hostage  to  provide  for  the 
success  of  any  one  program,  as  worth¬ 
while  as  it  may  be  to  provide  scholar¬ 
ships  for  missionary  physicians. 

We  need  to  remember  that  when  the 
devil  tempted  Jesus  in  the  second  of 
three  temptations,  Jesus  replied  with  the 
words,  “You  shall  not  tempt  the  Lord 


your  God”  (see  UMR,  Jan.  9). 

It’s  hard  to  construe  the  evangelist’s 
barter  of  his  life  for  the  cash  as  anything 
other  than  doing  what  Jesus  forbids.  As 
bad  as  the  theology  is,  the  ethics  are 
even  worse. 

Such  manipulation  of  the  faithful  be¬ 
comes  an  excuse  to  extend  an  empire  be¬ 
yond  what  has  been  or  can  be  prudently 
managed. 

Such  desperate  pleas  for  money  only 
subject  dedicated  pastors  everywhere  to 
ridicule  from  those  who  are  already 
skeptical  at  best  of  the  claims  of  Chris¬ 
tianity. 

If  anything  good  can  come  out  of  this 
sensationalism,  maybe  it  will  expose  the 
electronic  church  for  the  cheap  substi¬ 
tute  that  it  is  and  cause  many  to  find  the 
real  thing  in  the  church  of  their  choice. 

Raymond  A.  Merz 
Zanesville,  Ohio 

Lauper  piece  amazed  me 

To  the  Editor: 

The  truth  of  Spurgeon  Dunnam ’s  arti¬ 
cle  about  taking  his  daughter  to  a  Cyndi 
Lauper  concert  amazed  me  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  23). 

Just  as  he  said,  I’ve  been  receiving  the 
church  newspaper  for  months,  but  I  skip 
many  articles.  Usually  I  skim  through 
the  headlines  and  only  read  the  article  if 
one  catches  my  eye. 

Personally  I  think  Cyndi  Lauper  is 
good,  but  there  are  many  other  rock 
stars  who  are  better.  Sometime  listen  to 
Huey  Lewis’  “Jacob’s  Ladder.” 

Since  reading  this  article.  I’ve  thought 
several  times  about  ways  that  rock  mu¬ 
sic  relates  to  the  church’s  ministry. 

If  you  really  want  to  hit  young  people 
with  what  they  would  call  “cool”  minis¬ 
try,  then  music  is  the  right  direction  to 
pursue.  Every  generation  has  gone 
through  a  music-crazed  stage. 

Also  I  believe  that  by  watching  teen¬ 
agers  in  their  own  environment,  you 
could  find  ways  to  help  them  through 
their  bad  habits  and  betraying  times. 

Thank  you  again  for  an  enjoyable  arti¬ 


cle.  Go  for  something  like  it  as  a  regular 
column,  please! 

Shannon  Howze 
Macon,  Georgia 

Frugal  Gourmet  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  speak  in  defense  of  the 
“Frugal  Gourmet,”  the  Rev.  Jeff  Smith 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  23). 

As  a  native  of  Illinois,  I  first  became 
familiar  with  Mr.  Smith’s  program 
through  gourmet  friends.  When  I 
watched,  I  was  pleased  to  discover  that 
his  theology  of  cooking  dominated  his 
repertory  of  recipes. 

You  see,  Mr.  Smith  promotes  family 
cooking:  shortcuts  to  delete  extended 
time  away  from  family,  simple  means 
that  use  children’s  abilities  along  with 
parents  and  tasteful  dishes  that  enhance 
the  joy  of  fellowship  at  the  table. 

Alcohol  is  not  the  point  of  Mr.  Smith’s 
ministry.  People  in  koinonia  are  the 
goal. 

As  cooks  and  non-cooks  listen  and 
watch  his  gift  of  cooking,  they  are  drawn 
to  the  message  of  Christ. 

If  my  conservative  sisters,  who  criti¬ 
cized  Mr.  Smith’s  use  of  wine  in  their 
“letters  to  the  editor”  (see  UMR,  Jan. 
23),  would  move  beyond  their  focus  on 
some  things  they  may  find  the  love  of 
God  in  new  areas  of  their  lives. 

I  applaud  Mr.  Smith  for  bringing  the 
Gospel  into  homes  of  “unchurched” 
North  Americans.  ..  , 

Nancy  Blade 
Waupaca,  Wisconsin 

He’s  a  wine  salesman! 

To  the  Editor: 

Please  not  the  “Frugal  Gourmet”  in 
our  church  paper!  That  man  is  a  wine 
salesman! 

Am  I  the  only  United  Methodist  with 
family  and  friends  who  have  alcohol 
problems?  I  cannot  possibly  sanction  any 
use  of  alcohol. 

I  just  can’t  see  Jesus  at  some  of  the 
parties  I  know  about!  Sorry. 

Lyle  Larkey 
El  Monte,  California 
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Changes  proposed  in  some  Wesley  texts  for  hymnal 

‘ All  on  earth 9  would  replace  4 men  and  angels 9  in  Easter  hymn 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
' '  NASHVILLE— The  first  verse  of  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley’s  hymn  “Christ  the  Lord  is  Risen  Today”  no 
longer  will  include  the  line  "sons  of  men  and  an- 
y*'gels  say,”  if  a  recommendation  by  the  United 
'•  Methodist  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  holds. 

Committee  members  voted  overwhelmingly 
to  change  the  line  from  “sons  of  men”  to  "all  on 
earth,”  so  that  the  verse  reads:  “Christ  the  Lord 
*  is  risen  today,  Alleluia;  All  on  earth  and  angels 
';'say,  Alleuia.” 

The  committee  tackled  that  and  nearly  100 
other  texts  by  Methodism’s  founders,  John  and 
Charles  Wesley,  at  its  Feb.  9  meeting. 

’  ■  Some  language  weeded  out 

While  committee  members  seemed  a  bit  skit¬ 
tish  about  sweeping  language  changes  in  the 
Wesley  works,  they  several  times  made  revi- 
■  sions  to  weed  out  language  considered  sexist  or 
,  ‘  otherwise  exclusive  or  offensive. 

The  popular  Wesley  hymn  “0  For  a  Thousand 
Tongues  to  Sing”  was  singled  out  by  committee 
'  members  for  its  use  of  the  word  “dumb”  to  de¬ 
scribe  people  who  cannot  speak. 


The  committee  proposes  to  change  the  sixth 
stanza  to  read:  “Hear  him,  ye  deaf;  ye  voiceless 
ones,  Your  loosened  tongues  employ;  Ye  blind, 
behold  your  Savior  comes,  And  leap,  ye  lame, 
for  joy.” 

The  proposed  new  hymnal  would  contain  the 
same  six  verses  as  the  current  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Hymns,  with  an  additional  verse  from 
Charles  Wesley’s  18-stanza  poem  printed  below 
the  music. 

One  verse  to  be  dropped 

The  entire  poem  is  to  be  printed  on  a  facing 
page,  with  the  exception  of  one  verse  considered 
offensive.  That  verse  reads  in  part,  “Cast  all 
your  sins  into  the  deep,  and  wash  the  Ethiop 
white.” 

Randy  Smith,  a  Houston  attorney  and  commit¬ 
tee  member,  supported  several  language 
changes  but  voted  against  the  "Christ  the  Lord” 
revision. 

“I  know  this  is  blatantly  sexist  by  the  stand¬ 
ards  we  use  today,  but  this  song  is  in  the  memo¬ 


ry  banks  of  most  people,"  he  said  before  casting 
his  vote.  “I  don’t  think  they’ll  accept  it  [the 
change].” 

"It  is  blatantly  exclusive,”  argued  the  Rev. 
Beryl  Ingram-Ward,  a  clergywoman  from  Belle¬ 
vue,  Wash.  She  cited  a  similiar  change  made  by 
Episcopalians  in  their  book  known  as  “The  Hym¬ 
nal  1982.” 

Bob  Bennett,  a  minister  of  music  from  Hous¬ 
ton,  agreed  United  Methodists  might  stumble 
over  the  change  at  first  but  said  there’s  no  dan¬ 
ger  that  the  hymn  would  fall  into  disuse. 

“This  is  the  hymn  everyone  sings  on  Easter 
morning,”  Mr.  Bennett  said.  “It  [the  change]  will 
be  in  the  memory  bank  before  long.” 

‘Herald  angels’  changed  some 

Charles  Wesley’s  favorite  Christmas  hymn, 
“Hark!  The  Herald  Angels  Sing,”  first  revised  by 
George  Whitefield  in  the  18th  century,  was 
changed  further  in  the  second  and  third  stanzas. 

“Pleased  as  man  with  men  to  dwell”  was 
changed  by  the  committee  to  “Pleased  with  us  in 


flesh  to  dwell.”  And  “born  that  man  no  more  . . . 
born  to  raise  the  sons  of  earth”  was  changed  to 
“born  that  we  no  more  . . .  born  to  raise  those 
born  of  earth.” 

Rhyme  scheme  and  contemporary  words 
stirred  debate  in  the  middle  of  the  Wesley  pre¬ 
sentation. 

The  committee  rejected  recommendations  to 
change  the  words  “all  mankind”  in  “What  Shall  I 
Do  My  God  to  Love”  to  “humankind”  because 
several  members  thought  the  word  too  contem¬ 
porary  to  have  been  in  Wesley’s  vocabulary. 

Robert  K.  Feaster,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  had  researched  the 
question  and  found  that  “humankind”  came  into 
use  in  1620. 

The  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  reviewed  99 
Wesley  texts  that  had  been  researched  and  rec¬ 
ommended  by  a  separate  group  of  hymnal  com¬ 
mittee  members  and  Wesley  scholars. 

Members  of  the  “Wesley  consultation”  had 
waded  through  9,000  texts  written  or  translated 
by  John,  Charles  and  Samuel  Wesley. 


The  hymnal  committee  pared  the  99  recom¬ 
mendations  to  81.  Of  those,  65  are  to  be  matched 
with  tunes,  and  16  are  to  be  printed  as  poetry  in¬ 
terspersed  in  the  hymns  portion  of  the  new  book. 

Many  Wesley  hymns  recommended  for  the 
new  book  are  from  the  87  in  the  current  Book  of 
Hymns.  However,  a  few  are  from  the  British 
Methodist  Hymns  and  Psalms,  and  several  oth¬ 
ers  are  new  to  any  recent  hymnal. 

Singable  tunes  intended 

Bonnie  Jones,  who  oversees  the  hymns  portion 
of  the  in-process  hymnal  and  who  chaired  the 
Wesley  Consultation,  said  she  hopes  that  more 
singable  tunes  and  a  better  selection  of  Wesley 
texts  will  help  United  Methodists  understand 
and  enjoy  the  founders’  music  and  theology. 

“We  hope  to  resurrect  the  Wesley  texts  and 
help  all  United  Methodists  learn  something 
about  our  Wesleyan  heritage,”  Ms.  Jones  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service. 

“The  classifications  we’ve  developed  for  the 
whole  hymnal  are  based  largely  on  Wesley’s  un¬ 
derstanding  of  Christian  life.  The  emphasis  on 
Wesley  is  an  important  dimension  of  the  new 
hymnal.” 


UM  evangelism  schools 
report  massive  turnouts 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Nearly  2,200  people,  both  clergy  and 
‘.lay,  have  reportedly  taken  part  in  the 
r first  seven  evangelism  schools  being  of¬ 
fered  around  the  country  by  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

About  900  of  those  came  in  late  Janu- 
.  ary  and  early  February  from  the  Califor- 
,  nia  Pacific  Annual  Conference  alone,  said 
;'the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  evangelism  chief 
at  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

“We  had  600  in  Anaheim  [Jan.  29-31]  and 
another  200  to  300  at  a  second  session  [the 
^  following  week]  for  the  Hawaii  District,” 
Mr.  Fox  said.  “That’s  the  largest  session 
we’ve  done  in  any  one  conference.” 

Attendance  at  the  six  other  schools, 
operating  under  the  title  “Offering 
Christ  Today,”  has  run  from  125  to  300, 
Mr.  Fox  said.  The  schools  have  been  in 
.  Charlestown,  W.Va.;  Lincoln,  Neb.;  Alas¬ 
ka;  Sacramento,  Calif.;  Knoxville,  Tenn.; 
and  Camp  Sumatanga,  Ala. 

Negotiator 
gets  honor 
in  absentia 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKELAND,  Fla.— Hostage  negotiator 
Terry  Waite  was  to  receive  the  title  of 
“honorary  chancellor’’  of  United 
Methodist-related  Florida  Southern  Col¬ 
lege  Feb.  18  “in  absentia,”  said  the  col¬ 
lege’s  president,  the  Rev.  Robert  A.  Davis. 

“We  knew  that  Mr.  Waite  would  not  be 
able  to  be  here,  and  we  began  looking  for 
one  of  his  personal  friends  that  would 
agree  to  accept  it  on  his  behalf,”  Dr.  Da¬ 
vis  said. 

The  college  is  honoring  Mr.  Waite  for 
his  peacemaking  efforts. 

Mr.  Waite,  a  special  envoy  of  the  arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  was  last  seen  in 
Lebanon  in  January  negotiating  for  the 
release  of  a  number  of  hostages.  His 
whereabouts  have  been  uncertain,  and 
rumors  have  circulated  that  he  himself 
might  be  a  hostage. 

The  Rev.  Canon  Samir  Jamil  Habiby,  an 
Episcopal  priest  from  New  York,  was  to 
accept  the  award  on  Mr.  Waite’s  behalf, 
Dr.  Davis  said.  Mr.  Habiby,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Presiding  Bishop’s  fund  for 
World  Relief  for  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  United  States,  had  worked  closely  with 
,  Mr.  Waite  on  refugee  relief  work. 

Dr.  Davis  said  he  went  to  New  York  in 
early  February  to  ask  Mr.  Habiby  to 
stand  in  for  Mr.  Waite. 

“We  hope  that  at  a  later  time  Mr. 

;  Waite  will  be  able  to  come  to  Florida 
Southern  and  receive  the  award,”  Dr. 
Davis  added. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


The  four-day  schools,  which  began  in 
April  1986,  combine  sessions  designed  to 
motivate  people  to  offer  Christ  to  others 
with  nuts-and-bolts  instruction  on  how  to 
bring  new  people  to  Christ,  Mr.  Fox  said. 

11)6  two-pronged  approach  is  intended  to 
help  participants  see  themselves  “as  hav¬ 
ing  this  central  task  of  offering  Christ  and 
evangelizing  the  Gospel,”  he  said. 

“I  think  the  response  indicates  a  redis¬ 
covery  of  the  need  to  move  in  this  whole 
area  of  evangelism,”  he  said.  “There’s  a 
responsiveness  that  I’ve  not  seen  before.” 

For  example,  Mr.  Fox  noted  that  an 
evangelism  event  several  years  ago  in 
California  had  to  be  canceled  for  lack  of 
interest.  But  the  two  recent  “Offering 
Christ  Today”  schools  in  California  at¬ 
tracted  nearly  900  people. 

“I  don’t  feel  we  are  starting  anything,” 
Mr.  Fox  said.  “We  are  just  responding  to 
the  interest  out  there  [in  local  congrega¬ 
tions]  in  growing  and  making  disciples.” 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Angeles 
Area)  said  of  the  Anaheim  session,  “This 
conference  on  evangelism  may  signal  a 
turning  of  the  tides  of  the  spirit  in  this 
annual  conference.  There  is,  indeed,  a 
new  spirit  stirring  in  our  church,  and  I 
believe  that  it  is  that  of  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

The  Rev.  Joe  A.  Harding,  another 
member  of  the  UM  evangelism  staff, 
said  “I  believe  that  this  new  spirit  in  our 
church  will  begin  in  the  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  and  sweep  across  our  country  to 
the  east  coast.” 

Nine  more  schools  are  scheduled: 
Blackstone,  Va.  (March  30-April  2);  West 
Michigan  (Sept.  14-17);  Lexington,  Ky. 
(Oct.  12-15);  Jefferson  City,  Mo.  (Nov.  2- 
5);  Phoenix,  Ariz.  (Jan.  18-20,  1988);  Seat¬ 
tle  (Feb.  1-4, 1988);  Leesburg,  Fla.  (March 
14-17, 1988);  Dallas  (September  1988);  and 
New  Jersey  (October  1988). 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Ancient  ritual  revived 
in  prayers  for  farmers 


HASTINGS,  Fla.— Burlap  sacks  full  of  seed  potatoes  and  a  centerpiece 
featuring  vegetables  and  cabbage  graced  the  altar  at  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  for  the  Rev.  T.  Newton  Wise’s  recent  revival  of  “Roga¬ 
tion  Sunday.”  The  service,  based  on  a  fifth-century  church  celebration,  has 
been  neglected  in  Protestant  tradition,  but  Mr.  Wise  and  his  congregation 
hope  to  change  that.  The  celebration  included  prayers  from  area  farmers 
asking  for  God’s  blessing  on  crops  in  a  region  hard  hit  by  natural  disaster 
and  depressed  prices. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HASTINGS,  Fla. — This  is  troubled 
farming  country  in  northeastern  Florida, 
where  potatoes  and  cabbages  once  were 
king. 

It’s  also  where  a  280-member  United 
Methodist  church  has  revived  a  long-ne¬ 
glected,  crop-related  religious  celebra¬ 
tion  after  centuries  of  Protestant  disuse. 

The  pastor— the  Rev.  T.  Newton 
Wise— and  members  of  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  hope  this  revival  may 
spread  nationwide. 

Freezes,  hard  winters,  high  costs,  low 
prices  and  tough  competition  have 
brought  hard  times  to  farmers  around 
Hastings.  Farmland  once  dotted  with 
cabbages  now  lies  fallow.  Surviving 
farmers  have  had  to  cut  back. 

“I  kept  asking  myself  how  to  minister 
to  these  wonderful  but  discouraged  peo¬ 
ple,”  Mr.  Wise  said.  “Some  of  their 
neighbors  had  lost  their  farms.” 

The  answer  came  as  he  read  church 
history  and  was  reminded  of  an  almost 
forgotten  planting  celebration  called  Ro¬ 
gation  Sunday. 

According  to  the  70-year-old  pastor, 
fifth-century  European  farmers  had 
been  devastated  by  freezing  weather  and 
an  earthquake.  That  prompted  church 
fathers  to  institute  a  special  celebration 
to  “beseech  [‘rogation’  is  Latin  for  ‘be¬ 
seech’]  God’s  help  and  blessings  upon  the 
crops.” 

Although  Protestants  later  dropped 
Rogation  Sunday  from  their  calendar, 
Roman  Catholics  continue  to  celebrate 
the  day  on  the  fifth  Sunday  after  Easter. 

“According  to  the  liturgical  calendar, 
the  date  came  after  the  crops  were  all 
finished,”  Mr.  Wise  said,  “so  we  decided 
to  set  our  own  date  and  have  it  as  farm¬ 
ers  were  investing  fortunes  in  the  ground 


planting  their  crops  for  this  year.” 

He  wrote  every  state  and  national 
farm  organization  he  could  think  of,  let¬ 
ting  them  know  what  he  planned. 

“They  all  responded  with  enthusiasm,” 
he  said. 

The  local  county  extension  agent  sent 
letters  to  every  farmer  in  the  Hastings 
area,  notifying  them  of  the  proposed  Ro¬ 
gation  Sunday  services  Jan  11. 

Christ  UMC  started  church  services 
early  that  day,  and  by  11  a.m.  the  church 
was  almost  packed. 

“The  church  was  full  of  humble  and 
earnest  farmers,”  Mr.  Wise  said. 

“Many  knelt  at  the  altar  for  prayer  for 
the  crops,  and  those  who  couldn’t  find 
room  at  the  altar  prayed  from  their 
seats  in  the  pews.” 

Members  of  his  congregation  are  en¬ 
thusiastic  about  the  revival  of  the  cele¬ 
bration. 

“I  feel  that  they  should  have  done  it 
before,”  said  Mrs.  Charles  Burrell,  wife 
of  one  longtime  area  farmer  and  mother 
of  another.  “I  guess  when  you  are  a 
farmer,  you  have  to  be  a  Christian. 

“There’s  a  lot  just  hanging  on  by  their 
fingernails  and  toenails.”  She  was  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  area’s  potato  and  vegetable 
growers. 

Michael  Burrell,  whose  father  has 
farmed  near  Hastings  on  the  same  land 
for  36  years,  is  going  out  on  his  own  this 
year  for  the  first  time.  He  appreciates 
the  spiritual  support  of  Rogation  Sunday 
celebrants^ 

“It  should  be  something  that  is  done 
every  year,”  he  said  of  the  service. 

If  Mr.  Wise  has  his  way,  it  will  be.  Ev¬ 
ery  year.  Everywhere  a  farmer  lives. 

This  story  by  UMR  Associate  Editor 
Glen  Larum  is  adapted  from  the  Florida 
“Times-Union,"  Jacksonville. 


Former  bishop  overcomes  delays,  becomes  UM  pastor 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

EL  PASO,  Texas— The  150-member 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  was  to 
get  a  new  minister  this  week,  and  his  ap¬ 
pointment  is  unusual  in  at  least  two 
ways. 

For  one,  he’s  a  former  bishop.  The 
Rev.  Joel  Mora  served  as  bishop  of  the 
border  area  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Mexico  from  1974  to  1982. 

For  another,  he  had  to  negotiate  an  un¬ 
usual  immigration  process  that  took 
more  than  six  months  for  him  even  to  en¬ 
ter  this  country  as  a  resident. 

May  be  historic  appointment 

Mr.  Mora’s  pastoral  appointment  to  a 
United  Methodist  church  in  the  United 
States  may  be  historic,  one  denomina¬ 
tional  official  said. 


CLASSIFIED  [ 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  iniUal  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  COUNCIL  OF 
CHURCHES  seeks  two  persons  for  a  leadership 
team:  Director  of  Public  Policy  and  Ministries, 
and  Director  for  Faith  and  Order  and  Council  Co¬ 
ordination,  begining  July-August  1987.  Salaries 
range  $38,000  -  $40,000.  Racial  and  ethnic  persons 
and  women  encouraged  to  apply.  Position  descrip¬ 
tion  and  application  will  be  forwarded  on  receipt 
of  resume.  The  New  York  State  Council  of 
Churches,  3049  ESast  Genesee  Street,  Syracuse,  NY 
13224.  An  IDqual  Opportunity  Employer. 

VIDEO  OF  JOHN  WESLEY'S  LIFE  by  award-win¬ 

ning  writer/photographer  Dr.  James  Miller.  27 
minutes.  $79.95,  plus  $2.50  handling.  Specify  VHS 
or  Beta.  Envisions,  Inc.,  Box  25067,  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana  46825. 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  to  continue  and 
expand  the  existing  programs  for  current  and  de¬ 
ferred  giving.  Salary  negotiable,  excellent  bene¬ 
fits.  Send  resume,  salary  history,  and  references 
to:  Search  Committee,  the  Conference  Claimants’ 
Endowment  Board  of  the  California-Nevada  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  300 
27th  Street,  Oakland,  CA  94612,  by  March  20, 1987, 
or  phone  (415)  839-8523.  An  Equal  Opportunity,  Af¬ 
firmative  Action  Employer. 

"THE  LORD’S  PRAYER  IN  SEVEN  SONNETS," 
by  Harold  R.  Hodgson,  published  in  1986.  Beauti¬ 
fully  illustrated  in  original  drawings.  A  lovely  gift 
book.  $3.95  plus  39  cents  postage.  Bethany  Books, 
Bridgewater,  MA  02324. 

FOR  SALE:  HILGREEN-LANE  ORGAN  (1924);  3 

manuals,  36  stops,  39  ranks  with  Moller  console 
(1970).  Currently  used  daily  Norman,  Oklahoma; 
now  accepting  bids;  buyer  must  remove  by  Febru- 
ary  1.  1988.  Contact  Dr.  J.  Perry  White,  (405)  321- 
3484. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  School  Superintendent. 

McCurdy  School,  a  Christian  mission  school  relat- 
ed  to  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Located  in  Espanola, 
New  Mexico,  25  miles  north  of  Santa  Fe  in  the 
northern  Rio  Grande  Valley.  Must  be  administra¬ 
tor  certified  and  have  a  strong  Christian  commit¬ 
ment.  Salary  in  the  $30s,  plus  home,  retirement 
and  health  plan.  Please  send  resume  by  March  1, 
1987,  to:  Search  Committee,  McCurdy  School,  P.O. 
Box  127,  Espanola,  NM  87532. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINIS¬ 
TRIES  for  dynamic  suburban  Central  Florida 
church.  Bachelor's  degree  in  Christian  Education 
or  equivalent  work  experience  required.  Compen¬ 
sation  package  —  low  $20’s.  Send  resume  to  San- 
lando  United  Methodist  Church,  1890  West  State 
Road  434,  Longwood,  FL  32750. 

POSITION  WANTED  as  Church  Administrator. 

Retired  with  19  years  business  and  22  years  pasto¬ 
ral  experience.  Engineering  and  seminary  gradu¬ 
ate  with  computer  experience.  Bill  McCutcheon, 
133  E.  Bertheaud,  Opelousas,  LA  70570. 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEAF/HEARING  IMPAIRED  Min¬ 
istries.  Central  Illinois  Conference,  lay  or  clergy, 
full-time.  Dedicated  to  working  with  deaf  /hearing 
impaired.  Self  Starter.  Knowledgeable  regarding 
special  Christian  education.  Working  knowledge  of 
sign  language  preferred.  Extensive  travel  required. 
Send  r.esume  to:  Mrs.  Helen  Brawner,  2915  West 
Parkridge  Drive,  Peoria,  Illinois  61604. 

TOP  CASH  PAID  for  old  oriental  rugs  any  size  and 

condition.  Call  collect  (213)  659-6354  24  hrs.  or 
write  to  Patrick  Michaels,  906  S.  Robertson  Blvd., 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90035. 

GRETNA,  LA.  UMC  SEEKING  FULL-TIME  DCE 

responsible  for  entire  educational  program,  850- 
member  church.  Degree  Christian  Education,  ex¬ 
perience  required.  Salary  negotiable.  Resumes  to 
Robert  Williams,  2121  Gibson  Street,  Gretna,  LA 
70056. 

MINISTER  OF  COUNSELING  for  active  UMC  of 
2,700  +  members.  Excellent  salary  and  benefits. 
Qualifications:  Ordained  minister  with  clinical 
membership  in  AAMFT,  AAPC,  ACSW,  LCSW,  or  a 
Ph.D.  in  a  mental  health  field.  Send  resume  and 
three  reference  letters  to  Pastoral  Counselor 
Search  Committee,  First  Broad  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1346,  Kingsport,  TN 
37662. 

CONGREGATION  OF  700  now  reviewing  applica¬ 
tions  for  Music  Director.  Excellent  facilities  in 
college  city  of  31,000.  Send  resume /references  by 
Mar.  1  to  Terry  Grauman,  1660  Arbor,  Turlock,  CA 
95380. 

DIRECTpR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULT 
Ministries  position  open  in  a  growing  church  in 
central  California.  Send  resume  to  Centenary  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  1911  Toyon  Avenue,  Modesto, 
CA  95350. 

EMERGENCY  HANDBELL  REPAIRS,  handbell 
accessories,  etc.  Write:  Bells,  P.O.  Box  6124,  St. 
Matthews,  KY  40207. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  said  he  believes 
Mr.  Mora’s  appointment  may  mark  the 
first  time  a  former  bishop  from  another 
Methodist  denomination  has  taken  a 
United  Methodist  church  in  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  19-year  history. 

Mr.  Mora  had  served  two  full  terms  as 
the  first  bishop  of  Mexico’s  “Conferencia 
Fronteriza”  (1974-82),  then  stepped  down 
in  accordance  with  laws  of  the  Mexican 
Methodist  church. 

For  the  past  four  years  he  was  the 
first  coordinator  in  Mexico  and  Central 
America  for  Evangelism  Explosion,  an 
interdenominational  evangelism  pro¬ 
gram  based  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla. 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  (San  Antonio 
Area)  said  Mr.  Mora  had  requested  an 
appointment  in  United  Methodism’s  Rio 
Grande  conference  and  was  named  to 
the  Wesley  UMC  post  June  5,  1986.  The 


position  had  been  vacant  since  June  1985.  years,  can  provide  ordination  papers  and 
But  Mr.  Mora  could  not  immediately  are  being  sponsored  by  a  U.S.  church  to 
•crin  conrino  f..n  d —  work  in  that  “same  capacity  ” 


begin  serving  full  time,  said  the  Rev.  Mi 
nerva  Carcano,  Western  District  superin¬ 
tendent  in  the  Rio  Grande  conference. 

“Mr.  Mora  has  come  to  Wesley  when 
he  has  had  permission  to  visit,”  Ms.  Car¬ 
cano  said,  “but  could  not  come  to  work 
until  he  had  completed  his  immigration 
process.” 

Ministers  enter  separately 

Mr.  Mora  immigrated  as  an  “ordained 
minister”  under  a  special  religious  ex¬ 
emption  in  immigration  law.  It  permits 
U.S.  churches  to  sponsor  working  clergy 
for  permanent  resident  alien  status. 

An  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  representative  in  Harlingen, 
Texas,  said  the  exemption  is  made  for 
ordained  clergy  whose  churches  can  ver¬ 
ify  that  they  have  worked  in  the  “full  ca¬ 
pacity”  as  ministers  for  at  least  two 


An  official  with  the  immigration  ser¬ 
vice’s  department  of  statistics  in  Wash¬ 
ington  said  that  2,017  ordained  ministers 
had  entered  the  United  States  under  that 
exemption  since  1982,  including  480  in 
1986.  An  additional  1,913  already  here 
had  also  been  granted  permanent  resi¬ 
dency  during  that  same  period.  There 
are  no  government  figures  available  on 
how  many  of  that  number  were  spon¬ 
sored  by  United  Methodist  conferences. 

Mr.  Mora  reportedly  completed  his 
immigration  requirements  Feb.  9  in  his 
hometown  of  Monterey,  Nuevo  Leon, 
Mexico— about  400  miles  southeast  of  El 
Paso— with  a  final  interview  at  the  U.S. 
consulate. 

Rio  Grande  conference  helps 

It  is  a  common  practice  for  the  Rio 


Grande  conference  to  sponsor  Mexican 
Methodist  pastors  for  appointments  to 
U.S.  United  Methodist  churches  under 
the  special  religious  immigration  ex¬ 
emption,  Ms.  Carcano  said. 

The  Mexican  episcopal  area  Mr.  Mora 
formerly  served  stretches  along  the 
1,800-mile  U.S.-Mexico  border  from  Mat- 
amoros  near  Brownsville,  Texas,  to  Ti¬ 
juana,  just  south  of  San  Diego. 

He  also  traveled  extensively  through¬ 
out  Mexico  establishing  Evangelism  Ex¬ 
plosion  programs. 

Ms.  Carcano  indicated  that  Mr.  Mora’s 
appointment  had  created  some  excite¬ 
ment  in  the  community. 

She  said  Methodists  from  neighboring 
Juarez,  Mexico,  were  crossing  the  border 
to  visit  Wesley  UMC  and  hear  their  for¬ 
mer  bishop  preach.  That’s  been  a  com¬ 
mon  phenomenon  since  Mr.  Mora  began 
visiting  his  appointment  last  summer. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


6He  preaches  beautiful  funeral  sermons 9 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Some  93-year-old  retired  ministers 
might  be  content  to  serve  as  the  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars’  national  chaplain  for 
former  World  War  I  troops— but  not  the 
Rev.  Ernest  Roper  of  Brown  wood,  Texas. 

Mr.  Roper  still  regularly  visits  in 
homes,  hospitals,  retirement  homes  and 
convalescent  centers.  He  still  preaches 
every  Sunday  in  the  church  he  helped 
rescue  from  the  doldrums  19  years  ago. 

The  Rev.  Eugene  J.  Moore  at  the  UM 
General  Board  of  Pensions  said  Mr.  Rop¬ 
er  is  not  the  oldest  surviving  minister. 
That  honor  goes  to  the  Rev.  Carl  Scheven- 
ius,  age  109,  of  the  Minnesota  conference. 

But  Mr.  Moore  said  the  records  do  not 
indicate  anyone  older  still  serving  a 
church  regularly. 

Members  of  the  33-member  Mullin 
(Texas)  United  Methodist  Church  are 
glad  he’s  still  going. 

“We’re  just  real  crazy  about  him,” 
said  Mrs.  Carl  Hohertz,  a  40-year  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Mullin  UMC.  “We  don’t  want 
to  lose  him.  He  preaches  beautiful  funer¬ 
al  sermons.” 

She’s  heard  some  good  ones 

A  fellow  church  member,  Mrs.  Grady 
Hancock,  calls  Mr.  Roper’s  funeral  ser¬ 
mons  “about  as  good  as  I’ve  ever  heard.” 
She  said  she  has  heard  some  good  ser¬ 
mons  in  her  77  years. 


Coleita  Morris,  secretary  of  the 
Brownwood  District  in  the  Central  Texas 
conference,  said  of  Mr.  Roper’s  funeral 
preaching,  “He  can  say  some  of  the 
sweetest  things  you’ve  ever  heard.” 

That  isn’t  the  sum  total  of  his  minis¬ 
try,  however. 

According  to  Mrs.  Hohertz,  who  runs 
the  beauty  parlor  in  Mullin,  a  west-cen¬ 
tral  Texas  community  of  200,  the  United 
Methodist  church  was  barely  making 
ends  meet  when  Mr.  Roper  came  in  1968 
as  a  74-year-old  pastor. 

Central  Texas  conference  officials  cite 
what  has  happened. 

The  Rev.  H.  F.  Meier  Jr.,  Brownwood 
District  superintendent,  noted  that  the 
Mullin  church  has  paid  its  1987  appor¬ 
tionments  in  advance.  The  church  once 
accepted  a  goal  13  percent  above  a  Cen¬ 
tral  Texas  conference-recommended 
capital  fund  request  and  paid  all  three 
years’  worth  in  advance. 

“It’s  in  a  farming  area,”  Mr.  Meier  said, 
“and  he  (Mr.  Roper)  preached,  ‘You’re  go¬ 
ing  to  have  a  drought  one  of  these  years, 
so  you  need  to  put  some  money  aside.’ 
They  have  enough  to  pay  (church  appor¬ 
tionments)  a  year  in  advance.” 

Members  carry  their  load 

Mr.  Roper  doesn’t  take  all  the  credit. 
“They  carry  their  end  of  the  stick,”  he 
said  of  the  Mullin  church  members. 
“They  accept  all  apportionments,  and 


they  pay  them.” 

The  elderly  minister  makes  another 
compelling  witness,  as  Mrs.  Hohertz  will 
testify. 

“When  I  wake  up  on  Sunday  and  think, 
‘I  don’t  want  to  go  to  church  today,’  ”  she 
said,  “I  think,  ‘If  he  can  drive  22  miles  to 
preach  at  age  93,  I  can  make  it  three 
blocks.’  ” 

Mrs.  Hancock— herself  a  Methodist  for 
65  years,  the  length  of  Mr.  Roper’s  regu¬ 
lar  ministry— recalled  that  when  she 
was  in  the  hospital  last  May,  he  visited 
her  regularly,  as  did  a  Baptist  minister 
from  Mullin— a  fellow  in  his  late  20s. 

That’s  the  kind  of  vitality  Mr.  Roper  ex¬ 
udes,  though  he  humorously  protests,  “I’m 
so  slow  in  doing  God’s  work  that  he  had  to 
extend  my  years  of  life  to  get  me  to  ac¬ 
complish  the  work  he  wanted  me  to  do.” 

Church  keeps  him  going 

Mr.  Roper's  wife  of  more  than  20 
years,  Camilla,  said,  “He  doesn’t  get 
tired.  He  is  so  interested  in  the  church, 
and  I  think  that’s  what  keeps  him  going.” 

Mr.  Roper  has  been  “going”  since  1918, 
when  he  became  a  supply  (lay)  pastor  in 
Central  Texas.  He  said  he  joined  the  con¬ 
ference  in  1921  as  a  ministerial  member. 
He  earned  “full  connection”  status  in 
1923,  according  to  church  records. 

He  served  11  years  (1930-1941)  in  the 
New  Mexico  conference  before  coming 
“home”  in  1941.  He  retired  from  the  ac- 


Ernest  Roper 

tive  ministry  in  1960  to  care  for  a  sick 
wife,  who  died  four  years  later. 

By  then,  Mr.  Roper  said,  he  was  too 
close  to  retirement  age  to  “think  about 
going  back  on  the  active  list,”  so  he  be¬ 
gan  a  new  career  as  a  working  pastor  in 
retired  status. 

His  assignment  to  the  Mullin  church 
has  seemingly  been  a  good  match. 

“I’m  happy  with  them,”  he  said,  “and 
folks  there  say  they’re  happy  with  me.  I 
guess  I’ll  keep  doing  it  as  long  as  I  can 
get  down  there. 

“God  didn’t  call  me  to  retire.  He  called 
me  to  serve  as  long  as  I’m  able.” 
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Scarritt,  Duke  discuss  affiliation 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— Officials  at  Scarritt 
Graduate  School  have  decided  they  want 
to  move  their  two  programs— Christian 
education  and  church  music— to  Duke 
University. 

The  Scarritt  board  of  trustees  an¬ 
nounced  Feb.  14  that  representatives  of 
the  two  UM-related  institutions  would 
begin  immediate  “affiliation”  talks. 

The  move  to  Durham,  N.C.,  could  be 
made  no  sooner  than  the  summer  of  1988, 
said  the  Rev.  Donald  Welch,  Scarritt’s 
president  In  the  meantime,  all  Scarritt 
programs  would  continue  in  Nashville. 

The  affiliation,  technically  not  a  merg¬ 
er,  calls  for  Scarritt  to  sell  or  otherwise 
use  its  nine-building,  10.5-acre  campus  in 
Nashville  to  supplement  the  school’s  cur¬ 
rent  $4-million  endowment.  A  new  Scarritt 
Endowment  Foundation  would  administer 
the  real-estate  and  financial  assets. 

That  freestanding  foundation  would 
contract  with  Duke  Divinity  School  to 


operate  a  Scarritt  Center  for  Christian 
Education  and  Church  Music.  The  center 
would  continue  Scarritt’s  master’s  de¬ 
gree  programs  in  those  areas. 

The  endowment  would  pay  for  pro¬ 
gram  costs,  faculty  salaries  and  other 
expenses  at  the  Scarritt  Center,  which 
would  be  an  academic  unit  within  the  di¬ 
vinity  school,  Mr.  Welch  said. 

The  Rev.  Dennis  M.  Campbell,  dean  of 
the  Duke  Divinity  School,  said  officials 
at  his  university  consider  Scarritt’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  training  laypeople  in  Chris¬ 
tian  education  and  music  important  to 
the  life  of  United  Methodism.  They  want 
to  help  that  continue. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  said  he  did  not 
think  Scarritt’s  proposed  action  would 
need  his  agency’s  approval. 

That’s  because  the  mission  of  the 
school  would  continue— just  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  place  and  under  a  different  organiza¬ 


tional  framework.  Dr.  Trotter  said. 

Scarritt  is  one  of  only  three  UM  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  with  direct  ties  to  the 
General  Conference,  United  Methodism’s 
highest  legislative  body.  The  education 
board  is  the  designated  contact  agency 
with  those  institutions. 

Scarritt  officials  have  reportedly  been 
looking  into  affiliation  with  another  in¬ 
stitution  for  more  than  a  year.  Sluggish 
enrollment  figures  and  high  mainte¬ 
nance  costs  have  been  cited  as  reasons. 

Full-time  enrollment  stands  at  89. 

Besides  Duke,  Scarritt  officials  had 
discussing  possibly  affiliations  with 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas  and  Vam 
derbilt  University  in  Nashville. 

“Duke  provided  us  with  the  best  opportu¬ 
nity  not  only  to  continue  Scarritt’s  mission 
and  program  but  to  provide  a  creative 
structure  to  continue  Scarritt  in  the  form  of 
an  endowment,”  Mr.  Welch  said. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Korean  Creed  to  get  another  look 
from  Hymnal  Revision  Committee 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Amid  a  flurry  of  pro¬ 
tests  from  Korean  and  other  United 
Methodists,  the  subcommittee  recom¬ 
mending  ritual  for  the  new  church  hym¬ 
nal  will  reconsider  its  earlier  action 
dropping  the  Korean  Creed. 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Hae-Jong  Kim, 
a  district  superintendent  from  the  North¬ 
ern  New  Jersey  Annual  Conference,  read 
in  part  at  the  Hymnal  Revision  Commit¬ 
tee  meeting  Feb.  11  (see  related  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue),  urged  the  ritual 
committee  to  retain  the  Korean  Creed, 
which  was  not  submitted  with  the  bulk  of 
creeds  and  affirmations  approved  by  the 
committee  in  November. 

Attached  to  the  letter  were  petitions 
bearing  hundreds  of  signatures.  “And 
they’re  still  coming  in— this  is  a  very 
volatile  issue,”  Dr.  Kim  said  in  a  later  in¬ 
terview. 

The  250  Korean  United  Methodist 
Churches  represent  the  fastest-growing 
segment  of  the  church  in  the  United 


States,  said  Dr.  Kim,  a  member  of  the 
national  Korean  United  Methodist  cau¬ 
cus. 

If  the  Korean  creed  were  excluded  at 
this  time,  he  said  in  his  letter,  “the  sym¬ 
bolic  implications  may  send  wrong  sig¬ 
nals." 

“If  the  committee  ignores  the  plea  and 
eliminates  the  creed  without  any  dia¬ 
logue  or  consultation  with  the  Korean 
community,  we  would  take  it  as  a  dis¬ 
criminatory  practice,”  he  added. 

In  November  the  ritual  subcommittee 
suggested  the  new  hymnal  include  only 
the  Apostles’  Creed  and  the  Nicene 
Creed. 

The  Rev.  Beryl  Ingram-Ward,  who 
heads  the  ritual  subcommittee,  said  the 
Korean  Creed  was  bypassed  on  two 
counts:  It  does  not  meet  the  committee’s 
working  definition  of  a  creed  as  a  con¬ 
cise,  formal  and  authorized  statement  of 
certain  points  of  Christian  doctrine,  such 
as  the  birth,  death  and  resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  it  contains  “sexist”  lan¬ 


guage. 

The  creed  says,  in  part,  “We  believe  iiv 
the  kingdom  of  God  as  the  divine  rule  in 
human  society  and  in  the  brotherhood  of 
man  under  the  fatherhood  of  God.” 

In  his  letter  Dr.  Kim  suggested  that 
original  Korean  language  was  not  as 
gender-exclusive  and  urged  the  commit¬ 
tee  to  consider  another  translation. 

The  Rev.  Dal  Joon  Won,  staff  member 
of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  is  working  on  a  new  translation  of 
the  original  Korean  in  an  effort  to  make 
the  references  more  gender-inclusive. 

The  Korean  Creed  was  written  when 
the  Korean  Methodist  Church  was  orga¬ 
nized  in  1930.  It  was  translated  into  Eng-' 
lish  by  the  late  Bishop  Herbert  Welch,' 
who,  along  with  three  Korean  church 
leaders,  developed  the  statement. 

Ms.  Ingram-Ward  said  the  ritual  com¬ 
mittee  would  study  the  updated  transla¬ 
tions  and  be  prepared  to  report  to  the 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee  at  its  May 
meeting. 


UMs  help  convert  hotel  into  church 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  HI 
•  Reporter  Editor 

MUTARE,  Zimbabwe — “See  that 
church  building?  That’s  Africa  Church 
Growth  and  Development.” 

The  speaker  was  Bishop  Abel  T.  Mu- 
tore  wa,  spiritual  leader  of  Zimbabwe’s 
46,000  United  Methodists.  He  was  mat- 
ter-of-factly  pointing  to  a  building  occu¬ 
pying  most  of  a  block.  The  building  was 
a  hotel  until  purchased  in  1984  with  a 
$150,000  grant  from  the  United 
Methodist  Africa  Church  Growth  and  De¬ 
velopment  fund. 


Today  the  same  building  is  home  of 
the  Innercity  United  Methodist  Church,  a 
growing  congregation  of  300.  The  facili¬ 
ties  also  are  used  as  a  community  center 
and  as  a  remedial  school  for  90  teen-age 
students. 

A  suite  of  offices  riot  yet  needed  by  the 
congregation  is  rented  out  to  a  law  firm; 
another  block  of  space  is  rented  to  a 
company  that  produces  fertilizer.  Money 
from  those  rentals  is  used  to  support  the 
building’s  upkeep  until  it  grows  large 
enough  to  occupy  the  entire  facility. 

The  congregation’s  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Gladman  Kapfumvuti,  foresees  the  time 


before  long  when  the  Innercity  congre¬ 
gation’s  growth  in  membership  and  fi¬ 
nancial  strength  will  necessitate  building 
a  new  sanctuary.  Mr.  Kapfumvuti  has  in 
mind  a  way  to  integrate  a  new  perma¬ 
nent  place  of  worship  into  the  existing 
building’s  design. 

The  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Devel¬ 
opment  program  has  received  lower  lev¬ 
els  of  support  than  needed  to  keep  up 
with  the  explosive  rate  of  growth  Chris¬ 
tianity  is  experiencing  across  the  Afri¬ 
can  continent.  One  reason  for  lagging 
support  has  been  low  visibility  of  pro¬ 
jects  receiving  that  support. 

If  the  Innercity  congregation  in  Mu- 
tare  is  representative  of  the  missional 
results  being  produced  elsewhere  by  Af¬ 
rican  Church  Growth  and  Development 
funds— and  church  officials  say  it  is— 
then  that  fund  is  worthy  of  much  more 
attention  and  many  more  investors. 


‘Contragate,’  missions 
weighed  by  UMC  panel 
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•  MUTARE,  Zimbabwe— This  building  was  a  hotel  until  purchased  in  1984  with  a  $150,000  grant  from  the  United 
Methodist  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Development  fund.  Today  it’s  the  home  of  the  Innercity  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  growing  congregation  of  300.  The  facilities  also  are  used  as  a  community  center  and  as  a  remedial  school 
for  90  teen-age  students. 


By  FRANCES  SMITH 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Global  implications  of 
“Contragate”  and  its  impact  on  Christian 
mission  were  discussed  by  the  United 
Methodist  Panel  on  International  Affairs 
meeting  Feb.  9-10. 

The  panel  is  composed  of  directors 
and  staff  of  the  general  boards  of  Church 
and  Society  and  Global  Ministries  re¬ 
sponsible  for  international  questions. 

Three  representatives  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  joined  them 
at  this  meeting. 

Bill  Davis,  a  Jesuit  on  the  staff  of  the 
Washington-based  Christie  Institute,  an  in¬ 
terfaith  public  interest  law  center,  briefed 
the  panel  on  what  he  called  “the  secret 
team  or  shadow  government”  who,  under 
guise  of  anti-communism,  seek  to  destabi¬ 
lize  Third  World  governments. 

He  gave  details  of  a  civil  suit  the  insti¬ 
tute  has  filed  against  29  men  charged 
with  violating  the  U.S.  Neutrality  Act, 
engaging  in  massive  drug  smuggling, 
gunrunning  and  assassinations. 

The  suit  grew  out  of  the  bombing  of  a 
press  conference  in  LaPenca,  Nicaragua, 
in  1984  in  an  assassination  attempt 
against  guerrilla  leader  Eden  Pastora. 
Pastora  escaped,  but  three  journalists 
were  killed. 

Two  generals  among  defendants 

Defendants  include  retired  Army  Gen. 
John  K.  Singlaub,  once  a  CIA  operative 
and  the  chief  fund-raiser  for  the  contras; 
Ted  Shackley,  former  CIA  deputy  direc¬ 
tor  and  a  major  supplier  of  weapons  to 
the  contras;  and  retired  Gen.  Richard  Se- 
cord,  former  Defense  Department  depu¬ 
ty  said  to  have  arranged  funding  of 
aircraft  for  the  contras. 

Mr.  Davis  said  the  suit  was  intended  to 
expose  details  of  the  illegal  war  against 
Nicaragua  for  the  past  six  years  and  to 
stop  men  engaged  in  illegal  activities  for 
20  years. 

“They  don’t  believe  in  the  democratic 
process  and  have  been  subverting  de¬ 
mocracy,”  he  said. 

•  U.S.  District  Judge  Lawrence  King  of 
Miami  refused  Jan.  30  to  dismiss  the  suit 
filed  by  the  Christie  Institute.  Deposi¬ 
tions  will  be  taken  next  month. 

’  Ruth  Harris  of  the  Global  Ministries 
World  Program  Division  staff  said  the 
panel  had  previously  discussed  milita¬ 
rism,  ideological  penetration  and  nation¬ 
al  security  doctrine. 

!  "Christian  groups  in  Angola,  the  Phil¬ 
ippines  and  Latin  America  have  been 
felling  us  about  U.S.  groups  in  their 
midst  and  have  asked  for  help  in  under¬ 
standing  why  they  are  there,”  she  said. 

!  The  panel  was  seeking  to  determine 
Whether  the  presence  of  those  U.S. 
groups  was  related  to  “Contragate,”  she 
£dded. 

!  Willis  Logan,  head  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  Africa  Of¬ 
fice,  told  the  UM  panel  about  U.S.  sup- 
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The  Pioneers  In 
Church  Furniture 


Pews  •  ^ 

Chairs  •  Church  Signs  • 

Pulpits  •  Re-upholstery  • 

Lighting  •  Foyer  Furniture  • 

Cushions  •  Chancel  Furniture  • 

Carpeting  •  Stain  Glass  Windows  • 

Custom  Designed  Furniture  • 
OVERMOITZER  CHURCH  FURNITURE,  INC 
626  Kearney  Ave.,  P.O-  Box  4039 
Modesto.  CA  95352-4039  Dept  NCR 
(209)  529-1716  /  (800)  344-7162  toll  free 


United  Way  poster  lady  gives  UM  women  thanks 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ANTIOCH,  Calif. — Anne  McLaur- 
in’s  face  is  familiar  to  many  people  in 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area. 

She’s  the  smiling  subject  of  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Way  promotional  poster  that  car¬ 
ries  the  message  in  large  type:  “I 
don’t  know  you,  but  I  love  you.” 

Ms.  McLaurin,  31,  said  she  has  two  . 
big  reasons  to  be  happy:  She’s  been  off 
a  19-year  drug-and-alcohol  roller 
coaster  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  she 
“found  God”  last  year  at  Antioch  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Ms.  McLaurin  joined  the  church  on 
profession  of  faith  after  a  women’s 
Bible  study  group  “adopted”  her  and 
her  three  pre-school  children  for 
Christmas  in  1985,  said  the  Rev.  Lynn 
Haver,  pastor  of  the  church. 

“A  woman  from  the  Bible  study 
called  and  asked  if  I  needed  any  help 
at  Christmas,”  Ms.  McLaurin  said.  “I 
said  ‘sure.’  ” 

The  study  group  arrived  shortly  be¬ 
fore  Christmas  with  food,  gifts— and 
a  Bible. 

‘1  opened  it  (the  Bible)  once  for  them 
and  stuck  it  up  on  the  shelf,”  Ms. 
McLaurin  said.  “I  was  real  agnostic 
about  Jesus.  I  believed  in  God,  but  I 
couldn’t  reach  Him.  I  had  been  sober 
only  six  months,  and  it  was  tough.  I 
didn’t  feel  any  contact  with  Him.” 

The  women  invited  her  to  their  Bi¬ 
ble  study,  and  Ms.  McLaurin  agreed 
to  go.  Three  months  later  she  started 
attending  a  Sunday-school  class  at 
Antioch  UMC  on  basic  Christian  prin¬ 
ciples. 

“We  started  studying  the  Gospel  of 
John,  and  I  kept  hearing  over  and 
over  that  there  was  no  way  to  God  ex¬ 
cept  through  Jesus,”  Ms.  McLaurin 
said.  “I  told  the  teacher  I  didn’t  un¬ 
derstand,  but  he  was  patient  and 
helped  me  through  my  doubt. 

“Finally,  one  of  my  kids  spilled 
some  juice  one  day,  and  I  had  to  get 
on  my  knees  to  clean  it  up.  It  hit  me 
that  right  then  I  had  to  ask  Jesus  into 


my  heart.  It  took  some  spilled  juice  to 
force  me  to  my  knees  to  do  it.” 

Since  joining  Antioch  UMC,  Ms. 
McLaurin  has  become  involved  in  the 
church’s  outreach  ministries  to  chem¬ 
ically  and  drug-dependent  people. 

She  said  she  meets  with  the  group 
twice  a  week,  participates  in  the  study 
of  the  book  “God,  Help  Me  Stop”  and 
serves  as  a  support  person  to  others  in 
the  group. 

“In  order  for  me  to  stay  sober,  I 
have  to  carry  a  message  to  people 
who  are  suffering,”  she  said.  “Every¬ 
thing  I  have  is  a  gift  from  God.  Ev¬ 
erything.” 

Ms.  McLaurin  kicked  her  drug  and 
alcohol  problem  through  a  United  Way- 
funded  program  after  “hitting  bottom,” 
she  said. 

Her  addiction  began  with  marijuana 
at  age  12,  she  said.  She  later  combined 
marijuana  and  other  drugs  with  alco¬ 
hol  and  considered  herself  a  heavy 
user  by  age  16. 

By  the  time  she  was  29,  Ms. 
McLaurin  said  she  had  three  children 
and  was  separated  from  her  husband. 

“I  wasn’t  caring  for  my  kids  prop¬ 
erly,”  she  said.  “I’d  get  so  drunk  and 
loaded  sometimes  I’d  end  up  sleeping 
until  noon.  When  I  finally  got  up,  I’d 
be  completely  out  of  it.” 

She  said  she  finally  left  her  chil¬ 
dren  at  a  family  stress  center  and 
checked  into  a  38-day  drug-and-alco¬ 
hol  abuse  rehabilitation  center. 

Soon  after  getting  out  of  the  pro¬ 
gram,  she  received  the  call  from  the 
women’s  Bible  study  group.  They  had 
heard  about  her  from  a  social-service 
agency. 

“It  was  a  miracle,”  she  said,  that 
the  group  wanted  to  help  her. 

Now  she  has  a  car,  thanks  to  the 
church,  and  a  home  in  Antioch. 

“Life  is  good,  and  my  future  is 
bright,  and  it  just  gets  better  and  bet¬ 
ter  every  day,”  Ms.  McLaurin  said. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
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Anne  McLaurin 


the  church  today 


port  for  an  opposition  group  in  Angola 
trying  to  destabilize  the  government. 

Churches  are  witnessing  in  Angola,  he 
said,  working  with  the  government,  but 
the  Angolan  population  is  held  hostage  to 
a  policy  that  has  no  rational  basis. 

Panel  members’  words  quoted 

The  International  Panel  heard  from 
Ellen  Kirby  and  Pat  Callbeck  Harper 
about  recent  media  attention  given  to 
the  group’s  meeting  last  February  with 
Lt.  Col.  Oliver  North,  deposed  National 
Security  Council  official. 

Ms.  Kirby  said  no  congressional  com¬ 
mittees  investigating  “Contragate"  have 
asked  panel  members  to  testify  although 
the  chairman  of  one  committee  “quoted 
our  words  verbatim.” 

No  decision  was  reached  on  content 
and  format  for  study  materials  on  hu¬ 
man  rights  in  Central  America,  which 
the  Publishing  House  is  preparing  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  1984  General  Conference 
mandate. 

The  UM  International  Panel  also  con¬ 
sidered  proposed  General  Conference 
resolutions  on  religious  liberty,  non-in¬ 
tervention,  economic  justice,  rights  of  la¬ 
bor,  the  international  financial  crisis, 
South  Africa  and  the  status  of  women. 

Reports  were  heard  on  the  immigra¬ 
tion-amnesty  counseling  program  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief; 
four  women’s  visit  to  the  Philippines  on 
an  Agricultural  Missions  study  tour;  and 
the  Lenten  Witness  for  Peace  with  Jus¬ 
tice  in  Central  America. 

After  viewing  a  30-minute  promotion¬ 
al  tape  of  the  ABC-TV  miniseries 
“Amerika,”  some  panelists  expressed 
apprehension  at  the  “subliminal  mes¬ 
sages”  conveyed  by  the  film,  which  fanti- 
cizes  what  would  happen  if  the  Soviet 
Union  took  over  the  United  States. 

Record  broken 
in  development 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodist 
church  development  campaigns  brought 
in  19  percent  more  money  in  1986  than  in 
the  previous  year,  reaching  record  lev¬ 
els,  the  national  mission  arm  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  reports. 

In  addition,  a  multimillion-dollar  loan 
fund  aiding  local-church  construction  in¬ 
creased  loan  commitments  50  percent. 

Reporting  the  most  successful  year  in 
its  history,  the  Office  of  Finance  and 
Field  Service  said  its  22  field  staff 
helped  252  local  churches  raise  $51.5  mil¬ 
lion  last  year,  in  addition  to  assisting 
three  annual  conferences  to  raise  $12.4 
million. 

The  $63.9  million  total  was  $10.1  mil¬ 
lion  more  than  the  1985  total. 

The  United  Methodist  Development 
Fund  saw  its  assets  rise  31  percent  to  $55 
million.  It  made  loan  commitments  of 
$9.8  million  to  local  congregations,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  nearly  50  percent  over  1985 
commitments. 

“In  addition  to  raising  money,”  said 
the  Rev.  James  L.  (Pete)  Barber,  the  of¬ 
fice’s  top  executive,  “we  find  our  com¬ 
prehensive  stewardship  campaigns 
renew  and  revitalize  the  life  and  spirit  of 
the  congregations  with  which  we  work.” 

Office  of  Finance  and  Field  Service 
fund  drives  can  be  designed  for  capital  im¬ 
provements,  remodeling  or  redevelopment 
of  existing  facilities,  or  program  minis¬ 
tries  of  a  congregation  or  conference. 


African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  kicks  off  bicentennial 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  oldest  black 
Christian  denomination  in  America 
kicked  off  the  celebration  of  its  bicenten¬ 
nial  Feb.  6  with  a  benefit  to  raise  funds 
for  restoring  its  mother  church  in  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

Leaders  of  the  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church— which  has  1.8  million 
members  in  the  United  States  and  3.5  mil¬ 
lion  worldwide— visited  a  shrine  to 
founder  Richard  Allen  at  Mother  Bethel 
Church,  which  stands  on  the  site  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  first  structure.  The  church  is 
designated  a  landmark  by  the  U.S.  Land¬ 
marks  and  Preservation  Commission. 

Allen,  a  former  slave,  and  his  asso¬ 
ciates  walked  out  of  the  predominantly 
white  St.  George’s  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Philadelphia  in  1787  to  protest 
the  church’s  practice  of  facial  discrimi¬ 
nation.  That  event,  said  Bishop  Vinton 
Anderson,  chairman  of  the  church’s  bi¬ 
centennial  committee,  was  “the  genesis 


of  African  Methodism— it  started  as  a 
rebellion  against  segregation  in  God’s 
house.” 

World  Methodist  leaders  call 
for  compassion  to  AIDS  victims 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)— 
Methodists  around  the  world  have  been 
called  on  to  show  compassion  to 
people  with  Acquired  Immune  Deficiency 
Syndrome  and  to  "affirm  the  love  of  God 
for  all  people  regardless  of  condition  of 
life.” 

The  statement  on  AIDS  was  issued  by 
officers  of  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
which  met  in  Vienna,  Austria,  in  Janu¬ 
ary.  The  council  is  made  up  of  64  bodies 
in  the  Methodist  tradition  with  a  constit¬ 
uency  of  52  million  in  90  countries 
around  the  world. 

While  calling  for  support  of  “reason¬ 
able  secular  programs  designed  to  spread 
knowledge  of  the  facts”  about  AIDS,  the 
World  Methodist  officials  also  asked  for 
the  clear  enunciation  of  “traditional 


teachings  of  the  church  about  responsible 
attitudes  to  human  sexuality,  in  particu¬ 
lar  the  validity  and  relevance  of  the  view 
that  sexual  intercourse  is  legitimate  only 
within  the  bond  of  marriage.” 

No  eventual  solution  to  AIDS  will  be 
found  that  neglects  the  moral  aspects, 
council  officers  said. 

Religious  coalition  supports 
church  suits  against  government 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)— A  broad  coali¬ 
tion  of  religious  bodies  has  appealed  a 
federal  judge’s  ruling  that  four  Arizona 
churches  had  no  standing  to  file  a  law¬ 
suit  against  the  U.S.  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service. 

The  religious  groups  had  originally 
asked  U.S.  District  Judge  Charles  L.  Har¬ 
dy  to  rule  that  the  immigration  service 
had  violated  the  constitutional  rights  of  a 
Lutheran  church  and  three  Presbyterian 
congregations  involved  in  the  sanctuary 
movement  to  shelter  illegal  aliens. 

In  their  Feb.  2  brief  asking  the  9th  U.S. 


Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  to  review  Judge 
Hardy’s  decision,  the  religious  bodies— 
led  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches— insisted  they  were  entering 
the  case  not  because  they  approve  of  the 
sanctuary  movement  but  out  of  concern 
for  the  free  exercise  of  religion  and  oth¬ 
er  constitutional  rights. 

Southern  Baptists  to  publish 
inerrantist  Bible  commentary 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)— A  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  agency  has  agreed  to  publish  a  Bible 
commentary  reflecting  scriptural  views 
of  fundamentalists,  despite  research  in¬ 
dicating  that  the  $1.5  million  project 
would  be  divisive  and  that  market  de¬ 
mand  doesn’t  warrant  it. 

Trustees  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board,  meeting  Feb.  4,  approved  produc¬ 
tion  of  a  multivolume  work  written  from 
the  perspective  that  the  Bible  is  without 
error.  Conservative  trustees  said  it  will 
redress  what  they  called  an  imbalance  in 
the  board’s  offerings  in  the  field  of  bibli¬ 
cal  commentary. 
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Divorce  among  clergy  examined 

Lutheran  bishops  urge  decrease  of  stress  on  ministerial  life ,  families 


From  American  Lutheran  News 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Faced  with  a  ris¬ 
ing  divorce  rate  among  members  of  the 
clergy,  bishops  from  three  Lutheran  de¬ 
nominations  recently  said  churches 
should  do  more  to  strengthen  clergy 
families  and  decrease  the  stress  on  min¬ 
isterial  life. 

Bishops  of  The  American  Lutheran 
Church,  Lutheran  Church  in  America 
and  Association  of  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Churches  voiced  a  variety  of  views  about 
what  should  be  done  when  a  pastor’s 
marriage  breaks  up. 

Whether  a  pastor’s  divorce  should 
mean  a  suspension  or  complete  removal 
form  the  clergy  roster  generally  depends 
upon  the  particular  situation,  said  many 
of  the  bishops.  There’s  nothing  automatic 
about  the  decision. 

Precise  statistics  have  not  been  re¬ 
leased  on  the  number  of  divorced  clergy. 
Some  church  officials  say  that  the  rate 
of  divorce  among  clergy  is  lower  than 
the  rate  of  divorce  in  the  general  public. 

Dr.  Leonard  C.  Larsen,  director  of  Lu¬ 
theran  Social  Services  of  Iowa,  told  the 
group  that  the  rate  of  clergy  divorce 
might  be  about  4  or  5  percent.  The  di¬ 
vorce  rate  in  American  society  in  1984 
was  about  11  percent,  he  said. 

However,  the  incidence  of  divorce  in 


clergy  families  is  clearly  growing,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  bishops.  Some  said  that  as 
many  as  10  percent  of  the  ministers 
within  their  jurisdiction  were  divorced. 

One  issue  often  discussed  in  such  gath¬ 
erings  is  whether  clergy  should  be  held 
to  a  higher  standard  than  laypeople. 

Special  demand  on  clergy 

In  a  well-received  address  to  the  bish¬ 
ops,  Dr.  Martha  Stortz,  professor  of  eth¬ 
ics  at  Pacific  Lutheran  Theological 
Seminary  in  Berkley,  Calif.,  said  that  at 
ordination,  pastors  accept  a  “special  de¬ 
mand”  to  be  examples  of  the  Christian 
life. 

“Divorce  in  a  clergy  marriage  dis¬ 
turbs  a  whole  network  of  relationships,” 
Dr.  Stortz  said,  affecting  not  only  the 
family  but  parishioners  who  look  up  to 
their  spiritual  leader. 

Because  of  the  communal  nature  of 
Christianity  and  the  public  vows  taken  at 
marriage,  she  argued,  the  whole  Chris¬ 
tian  community  has  a  special  stake  in 
the  healthiness  of  all  family  life  but  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  lives  of  those  it  chooses  to 
be  its  ordained  ministers. 

Bishops  seemed  to  agree  that  the 
church  should  strive  to  maintain  high 
standards  of  conduct  for  those  in  its  pub¬ 
lic  ministry.  “Specific  standards”  for 


pastors  and  other  professional  church 
workers  are  appropriate,  said  a  draft  of 
a  brief  report  prepared  at  the  meeting. 

Resignation  should  be  ready 

Virtually  all  bishops  at  the  meeting 
said  they  wanted  to  be  informed  as  soon 
as  possible  when  a  divorce  was  contem¬ 
plated.  Most  agreed  that  the  pastor 
should  be  willing  to  resign  from  his  or  her 
current  position  when  divorce  papers 
were  filed.  However,  based  on  their  expe¬ 
riences  with  divorcing  clergy,  many  were 
reluctant  to  insist  that  the  resignation  be 
required  or  immediately  accepted. 

For  instance,  when  a  pastor  is  aban¬ 
doned  by  a  spouse,  forcing  that  pastor  to 
seek  other  work  could  pose  great  diffi¬ 
culties,  several  bishops  said.  Attitudes 
within  the  congregation  are  also  impor¬ 
tant  in  determining  if  a  pastor  involved 
in  a  divorce  should  continue  in  that 
place,  the  bishops  indicated. 

The  ordained  ministry  generally  has 
been  considered  a  stressful  calling,  one 
that  can  easily  exact  a  toll  on  family  life. 
But  Dr.  Larsen  told  the  bishops  that  re¬ 
cent  cultural  changes  in  American  life 
had  affected  the  attitudes  of  clergy  to¬ 
ward  divorce  and  the  willingness  of  cler¬ 
gy  spouses  to  accept  the  stress. 

A  generation  ago,  he  noted,  ministers 


were  often  single  until  after  they  had  be¬ 
gun  their  pastorates.  Today,  he  said, 
there  are  significant  numbers  of  “second 
career”  people  entering  the  ministry, 
sometimes  with  spouses  unwilling  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  special  demands  placed  on  a 
minister’s  family. 

Marital  health  emphasis  asked 

Wives  of  pastors  are  more  likely  today 
to  be  employed  outside  the  home  and 
face  their  own  career  pressures,  Dr.  Lar¬ 
sen  added.  Clergy  may  be  less  willing  to 
ask  their  families  to  bear  special  bur¬ 
dens  for  the  sake  of  the  pastor’s  calling. 
Changing  sexual  attitudes  have  brought 
about  "less  willingness  for  pastors  or 
their  spouses  to  accept  sexual  and  affec- 
tional  frustrations  in  a  marriage  that  for 
a  time  is  not  at  its  best,”  Dr.  Larsen  said. 

The  brief  report  prepared  following 
the  meeting  also  called  for  greater  em¬ 
phasis  on  marital  health  for  those  pre¬ 
paring  for  the  ministry  and  a  recognition 
that  the  church’s  standards  may  be  dif¬ 
ferent  from  those  accepted  in  society. 

Candidates  for  ordination  and  their 
spouses  need  guidance  on  their  family 
life  as  well  as  on  the  candidate’s  aca¬ 
demic  qualifications  and  spiritual  sense 
of  “call”  to  the  ordained  ministry,  the  re¬ 
port  suggested. 


Religion  in  the  Philippines 


Many  in  Protestant  minority  speak  against  government  failings 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Following  is  the 
second  of  two  parts  on  the  increasing  in¬ 
volvement  of  religious  groups  in  the  po¬ 
litical  affairs  of  the  Philippines.  Mr. 
Owen  recently  discussed  the  issue  with 
religious  leaders  during  a  church-relat¬ 
ed  study  tour  to  the  Philippines.  See  the 
Feb.  13  Reporter  for  the  first  part  of 
this  series. 

By  JAMES  R.  OWEN 
Religious  News  Service 
MANILA,  Philippines— Protestants  in 
the  Philippines  constitute  a  tiny  religious 
minority  in  a  country  dominated  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Lack  of  numbers,  however,  has  not 


stopped  some  Protestant  communions 
from  strongly  speaking  out  against  what 
they  consider  failings  of  the  current  ad¬ 
ministration. 

Because  of  its  overwhelming  numbers 
and  the  close  association  between  its 
leader,  Cardinal  Jaime  Sin,  and  Presi¬ 
dent  Corazon  Aquino,  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Church  has  taken  a  high  profile  in 
shaping  the  agenda  of  the  current  admin¬ 
istration.  Some  Protestant  leaders  criti¬ 
cize  that  relationship  while  taking  every 
chance  to  make  their  own  mark  on  gov¬ 
ernment  policies. 

Protestants  seek  changes 

Progressive  Protestant  leaders  have 
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MANILA,  Philippines— Liz  Andress  (left),  a  worker  for  the  Mennonite  Central  Committee,  meets  for  an  evalua¬ 
tion  and  training  session  with  teachers  of  a  literacy  program  for  tribal  Filipinos.  The  Mennonite  committee  and 
other  religious  bodies  have  continued  their  emphasis  on  learning  and  literacy  in  less-developed  nations.  Their  work 
in  the  Philippines  is  part  of  a  relatively  small  Protestant  influence  in  that  country. 


‘Cozy’  relations  criticized 

Yet  some  leaders  of  Protestant  com¬ 
munions,  which  include  about  7  percent 
of  the  Philippines’  54  million  people,  be¬ 
lieve  the  official  Roman  Catholic  Church 
has  an  overly  “cozy”  relationship  with 
the  government  and  that  it  doesn’t  act 
forcefully  enough  to  help  correct  eco¬ 
nomic  injustice. 

Speaking  in  January  to  members  of  a 
church-related  study  tour  for  North 
Americans,  the  Rev.  Primitivo  C.  Ra- 
cimo  of  the  Philippine  Independent 
Church  said  that  "while  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  talks  of  options  for  improv¬ 
ing  the  lot  of  the  poor,  some  Protestants 
are  emphasizing  solidarity  with  the  poor 
instead.”  To  talk  of  options  for  the  poor, 
said  Mr.  Racimo,  “is  to  talk  like  a  rich 
person.” 

Mr.  Racimo  also  gave  his  assessment 
of  some  of  the  major  Philippine  Protes¬ 
tant  churches  regarding  the  issue  of  so¬ 
cial  activism.  Many  of  the  mainline 
Protestant  bodies  received  mixed  re¬ 
views,  but  Mr.  Racimo  told  the  group  that 
Philippine  Methodist  leadership  was  re¬ 
garded  as  “very  establishment-oriented.” 

Mr.  Racimo  likewise  challenged  North 
American  Christians  to  “understand  the 
wealth  of  our  poverty,  so  you  might  bet¬ 
ter  understand  the  poverty  of  your  own 
wealth.” 


continued  to  press  the  Aquino  govern¬ 
ment  for  improvements  in  the  lives  of 
millions  of  impoverished  Filipinos,  just 
as  they  did  during  the  14  years  of  martial 
law  under  former  President  Ferdinand 
E.  Marcos. 

For  instance,  immediately  after  18 
protesters  were  killed  in  the  Jan.  22 
clash  between  demonstrators  and  police 
at  Mendiola  Bridge  in  downtown  Manila, 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
Philippines  held  an  emergency  press 
conference  to  condemn  the  massacre. 
Protestant  leaders  also  were  among  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  who  met  several  days  after 
the  incident  with  President  Aquino. 

Joined  at  the  press  conference  by  na¬ 


tional  farmer  leader  Jaime  Tadeo,  the 
council  general  secretary,  Methodist 
Bishop  La  Verne  D.  Mercado,  said,  “Such 
a  brutal  event  casts  doubt  on  the  extent 
and  genuineness  of  the  freedom  offered 
by  President  Aquino.  We  urge  the  gov¬ 
ernment  to  hasten  justice  ...  to  heal  the 
lingering  wounds  inflicted  on  the  farm¬ 
ers  by  longstanding  inequity  and  exploi¬ 
tation.” 

On  another  front,  the  council  urged  its 
constituents  to  cast  a  “critical  yes”  vote 
for  the  Philippines’  draft  constitution 
that  was  overwhelmingly  approved  by 
the  electorate  Feb.  2.  Like  many  ele¬ 
ments  within  the  liberal  wing  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church,  the  council 
criticized  the  new  charter,  saying  it 
failed  to  do  enough  to  ease  economic  in¬ 
equities  that  leave  nearly  three-quarters 
of  the  country’s  people  beneath  the  gov-; 
ernment’s  own  poverty  threshold. 


History  of  Hymns 

Irish  youth  first  chorused 
‘bright,  beautiful’  things 


All  things  bright  and  beautiful, 

All  creatures  great  and  small, 

All  things  wise  and  wonderful; 

The  Lord  God  made  them  all. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
An  Irish  woman’s  imaginative  mind 
and  her  sincere  love  for  children  pro¬ 
duced  "All  Things  Bright  and  Beauti¬ 
ful”  in  1848. 

Cecil  Frances  Alexander  wrote  the 
hymn  to  illustrate  for  children  that 
portion  of  the  Apostles’  Creed  that 
says,  "I  believe  in  God,  the  Father  Al¬ 
mighty,  maker  of  heaven  and  earth.” 

The  things  of  nature  that  she  men¬ 
tions  were  well  known  to  the  Irish 
children  who  first  Sang  this  joyful 
song.  Flowers,  birds,  mountains,  riv¬ 
ers,  sunsets,  sunrises,  winter  wind, 
summer  sun,  and  fruits  fresh  from 
the  garden  are  mentioned  in  the  lines. 

After  listing  the  things  that  God  has 
made,  her  concluding  stanza  brings 
the  reminder: 

He  gave  us  eyes  to  see  them, 

And  lips  that  we  might  tell 
How  great  is  God  almighty. 

Who  has  made  all  things  well. 

Mrs.  Alexander  was  the  wife  of  the 
Rev.  William  Alexander,  a  distin¬ 
guished  clergyman  in  the  Church  of 
Ireland.  He  was  appointed  bishop  of 
Ireland  in  1867. 

Much  of  her  time  was  devoted  to 
charitable  work  among  the  poor  and 


ill,  and  sne  was  as  mucn  at  home  on 
the  back  streets  of  Londonderry  as 
she  was  in  the  bishop’s  residence. 

In  the  last  decade  the  opening  lines 
of  the  hymn  have  become  familiar  to 
people  who  have  never  sung  the  hymn. 

An  English  veterinarian,  J.  A. 
Wight,  writing  under  the  pen  name 
James  Herriot,  has  published  four 
books,  each  using  a  line  of  Mrs.  Alex¬ 
ander’s  opening  stanza  as  a  title. 

When  he  was  searching  for  a  title 
for  his  first  book  in  1972,  his  small 
daughter  suggested  “Ill  Creatures 
Great  and  Small.” 

Wight  thought  the  play  on  the  word 
“all"  was  very  clever,  but  his  New 
York  publisher  thought  it  “unneces¬ 
sarily  flippant”  and  decided  to  retain 
the  original  line,  “All  Creatures  Great 
and  Small.” 

The  second  book,  “All  Things  Bright 
and  Beautiful”  followed  in  1974;  the 
third,  “All  Things  Wise  and  Wonder¬ 
ful”  in  1977;  and  the  fourth,  "The  Lord 
God  Made  Them  All”  in  1981. 

All  four  books  made  the  best-seller 
lists.  The  public-television  series  based 
on  the  books  has  been  very  popular. 

The  suggestion  of  a  Yorkshire  veter¬ 
inarian’s  small  daughter,  and  the  sub¬ 
sequent  titles  of  her  father’s  books, 
have  created  new  interest  in  an  Irish 
woman’s  hymn.  Sing  it  with  joy! 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" The  Family  of  God” 


Dear  Deborah 

‘New  constituencies9  OK 
if  ‘ old  timers9  don9t  know 


Dear  Deborah: 

This  is  more  about  our  church  and  its 
effort  to  come  alive  again.  The  polite 
word  for  what  we  have  done  is  to  cater 
to  “new  constituencies.” 

We  don’t  disregard  the  old  ones,  but  we 
do  work  (and  it’s  hard  work)  to  keep 
them  from  eating  up  all  the  attention 
and  resources.  They’re  good  at  finding 
instant,  demanding  ways  to  eat  you  up. 

I  would  estimate  our  minister  is  put¬ 
ting  in  70-to-80-hour  work  weeks.  But  in 
it  he’s  able  to  get  in  the  kinds  of  things 
people  are  called  to  the  ministry  for. 

Our  “old  timers”  would  blow  their  lids 
if  they  knew  the  kinds  of  ministry  he’s 
into— not  hiding  it  from  them  but  just 
not  bringing  it  to  their  attention. 

We  call  this  action  "pastoring”  as  a 
kind  of  unofficial  identifier.  But  I  feel 
it’s  necessary,  for  if  it  weren’t  possible, 
the  “old  timers”  would  frustrate  the  man 
completely,  which  I  sense  they  succeed 
in  doing  at  too  many  other  churches. 

The  most  interesting  and  positive 
thing  is  that  when  we  do  get  some  new 
area  functional,  then  the  “old  timers” 

|  Poem  of  the  week 

Bible 

I  vow,  as  I  bask 
In  its  daily  sun, 

To  love  and  help  others,  — 

In  the  warmth  and  light 
Of  His  Word,  see  the  world 
As  sisters  and  brothers. 

—ANGELA  GALL 


who  would  shout  it  down  decide  it  was 
really  great.  They  want  it  to  be  as 
though  they  were  right  behind  it  the 
whole  time. 

We  just  let  them  roll  along  that  way. 
No  sense  in  causing  infighting  about 
something  that  succeeds. 

When  we  do  get  something  going  over 
the  shouting  down,  it’s  also  surprising 
how  little,  quiet  members  come  out  of 
their  shells  and  tell  us  they’re  glad  some¬ 
body  is  countering  the  old  guard.  I  think 
and  feel  that’s  a  blessing  of  a  sort  on  us 
and  feel  good  about  it. 

These  people  must  themselves  have 
been  shouted  down  for  years! 

D.K. 

Dear  D.K.: 

Nothing  succeeds  like  success,  in  the 
church  as  in  other  areas  of  modem  life. 

You  need  to  look  at  the  hours  your 
pastor  is  working.  Does  he  have  a  family 
that  needs  some  of  the  70-to-80  hours?  Is 
he  endangering  his  health? 

I  think  also  that  you  all  probably  need 
to  stop  thinking  of  your  congregation  as 
"old”  and  “new”  and  yearn  and  strive 
for  unity.  It  never  is  easy  but  is  worth 
the  effort. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Liaison  with  missionaries 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO, 

WASHINGTON — David  Suley,  42,  head  of  the  International  Liaison  of 
Lay  Volunteers  in  Mission,  helps  people  find  opportunities  for  volunteer 
service  in  the  United  States  and  overseas  by  putting  them  in  touch  with  115 
Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  agencies.  He  spent  three  years  as  a  lay 
missionary  in  the  African  nation  of  Malawi. 


New  international  journal 
looks  first  at  ecumenism 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Doctrine  is  no  longer 
the  central  problem  in  ecumenism,  the 
Rev.  Philip  Potter,  former  head  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  says  in  the 
March  issue  of  the  new  “International 
Christian  Digest.” 

“Long  ago  we  used  to  say,  ‘Service 
unites;  doctrine  divides,’  ”  says  Dr.  Pot¬ 
ter,  “but  I  can  assure  you  in  the  last  15 
years  when  we  have  tried  to  come  to 
terms  with  some  of  the  real  issues  such 
as  justice,  peace  and  racism,  this  has 
been  the  point  where  people  have  with¬ 
drawn  into  their  shells." 

Today,  he  says,  it  is  more  accurate  to 
say,  “Doctrine  unites,  and  service  di¬ 
vides.” 

As  an  illustration,  the  Jamaican 
Methodist  says  the  real  debate  with  the 
pope  is  not  necessarily  about  doctrines  of 
faith  but  about  the  position  he  takes  on 
“living  issues.” 

In  the  same  article  in  the  new  digest 
publication,  Hans  Rung,  noted  Roman 
Catholic  theologian  and  professor  at  the 
University  of  Tubingden,  levels  sharp 
criticism  at  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  hierarchy  for  talking  too  much 
and  doing  too  little  about  ecumenism. 

“Many  who  do  not  want  unity  say, 
‘We’ll  pray  more.’  I,  as  a  theologian,  say 
for  many  of  my  colleagues,  ‘We  have 
studied  enough— finally  do  something.’  ” 

While  Dr.  Rung  is  somewhat  critical  of 


the  World  Council  of  Churches  for  mak¬ 
ing  ecumenism  a  “side  issue,”  he  saves 
his  sharpest  criticism  for  the  Vaticafi 
leadership.  While  they  speak  constantly 
for  ecumenism,  he  says  “it  is  only  words 
and  gesture.” 

The  central  problem  of  ecumenicity 
has  less  to  do  with  theology  than  with 
church  structures,  says  Dr.  Rung. 

“I  do  not  think  that  understanding  the 
Eucharist  or  baptism  is  the  main  prob¬ 
lem,"  he  says.  “The  problem  is  the  powei- 
structure.  As  soon  as  we  acknowledge 
each  other’s  ministries  as  valid  minis-, 
tries,  we  could  abolish  exclusions  at  thfe 
local  level.  Catholics  could  participate  ih 
Anglican  or  Protestant  Eucharist  ser¬ 
vices  and  vice  versa.” 

Other  people  featured  in  the  “Digest” 
dialogue  on  ecumenism  are  Ii  Sook, 
Chung,  president  of  Ewha  Woman’s  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Seoul,  Rorea;  Gerald  Priest- 
land,  former  correspondent  with  the 
British  Broadcasting  Corp.;  and  Pauline 
Webb,  organizer  of  religious  broadcast . 
ing  overseas. 

“The  International  Christian  Digest,”; 
which  begins  monthly  publication  this 
month,  is  produced  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville 
and  the  Methodist  Publishing  House  in 
Great  Britain.  Editor  is  the  Rev.  J.  Rich¬ 
ard  Peck  of  Nashville;  associate  editor  is 
Brian  Thornton  of  London. 


Disciples’  evangelism  association 
books  UMC  official  as  speaker 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
LOUISVILLE,  Ry. — United  Method¬ 
ism’s  top  evangelism  executive  is  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  National  Evangelistic 
Association  Assembly  Oct.  15-16. 

The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  chief  of  the  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  evange¬ 
lism  section,  is  to  join  Dr.  George  Gallup 
Jr.,  head  of  the  Gallup  Poll  organization, 
on  the  two-day  program. 


The  schedule  also  includes  numerous 
“how  to”  workshops  on  church-growth 
and  evangelism  techniques. 

The  National  Evangelistic  Association,, 
based  in  Lubbock,  Texas,  is  an  arm  of. 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of. 
Christ).  The  organization  produces  a 
monthly  publication,  “Net  Results,”  in. 
cooperation  with  the  UM  General  Board 
of  Discipleship. 


Anglican  bishops  reportedly 
ready  to  ordain  women  priests 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORR-The  Church  of  En¬ 
gland’s  bishops  have  declared  their 
readiness  to  ordain  women,  according 
to  press  reports. 

In  a  document  issued  Jan.  6  in  Lon¬ 
don,  the  bishops  said  they  assumed 
that  the  church’s  all-male  priesthood 
would  be  opened  to  women  in  the 
1990s. 

The  bishops’  30-page  report  was 
signed  by  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
Robert  Runcie,  highest  official  of  the 
Church  of  England  and  titular  head  of 
the  world’s  70  million  Anglicans,  in¬ 
cluding  3  million  U.S.  Episcopalians. 

The  worldwide  Anglican  Commu¬ 
nion  already  has  about  750  women 
priests— 600  of  them  in  the  U.S. 
church.  Nine  of  the  27  Anglican  prov¬ 
inces  ordain  women. 

The  Church  of  England  bishops’  re¬ 
port  stressed  the  need  to  maintain  An¬ 
glican  unity  while  safeguarding  the 
prerogatives  of  parishes,  priests  and 
bishops  that  do  not  accept  women’s 
ordination. 

The  report  called  for  both  advo¬ 
cates  and  opponents  to  “respect  the 
church’s  order  and  decisions  and  to 
act  within  the  safeguards  provided.” 

The  report  did  not  discuss  the  possi¬ 
ble  impact  on  relations  with  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church,  which  remains 


firmly  opposed  to  women’s  ordina¬ 
tion. 

The  report  proposed  establishing  • 
an  interim  period  during  which  an 
Anglican  parish  or  priest  might  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  refuse  the  ministries  of  a 
woman  and  during  which  a  bishop 
could  not  be  compelled  to  ordain  a 
woman  or  license  women  to  serve  in 
his  diocese. 

But  the  document  implied  that  once 
women  are  ordained  in  the  Church  of 
England,  clergy  who  oppose  women 
priests  should  not  be  appointed  to  the 
episcopate.  It  also  said  that  once 
women  are  ordained  priests,  it  would 
be  "very  difficult  to  sustain  an  argu¬ 
ment”  against  women  bishops. 

There  are  not  any  women  bishops 
in  the  Anglican  Communion,  though 
many  observers  expect  one  to  be 
elected  and  consecrated  in  the  United 
States  within  five  years. 

The  English  report,  calling  bishops 
a  focus  of  unity  for  the  church,  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  consecration  of  a 
woman  bishop  might  be  regarded  as 
inappropriate  by  some  as  long  as 
there  are  Anglican  provinces  that  op¬ 
pose  women’s  ordination  in  principle. 

The  bishops’  report  will  be  debated 
Feb.  26  by  the  church’s  General  Syn¬ 
od. 


Printed  Qiutrterly  by  The  Methodist  Children's  Home,  Ruston.  Louisiana 


O  0  I  »  T 


children's  home 


Terrel  J.  DeVille 
Executive  Director 


August  E.  Aamodt 
Director  of  Development 


METHODIST  HOME  OFFERS  CONTINUING  EDUCATION 


Christmas  at  the  Home 

The  Christmas  season  was  very  busy  and  enjoyable  for  everyone  at  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home.  Some  of  our  children  had  never  experienced  a  real  Christmas  celebra¬ 
tion.  Others  had  never  received  presents  or  decorated  a  tree. 


We  provided  everyone  with  a  typical  Christmas  experience,  both  sacred  and  secu¬ 
lar.  The  primary  emphasis  was  on  the  sacred. 


Preparations  included  decorating  each  of  our  seven  residences,  both  inside  and 
out.  There  was  a  contest  between  the  residences  at  the  Home.  Shown  are  the  beauti¬ 
ful  colored  Christmas  cards  they  created  and  placed  lighted  in  front  of  each  resi¬ 
dence. 


A  candlelight  service  was  held  in  the  chapel. 


Our  choir  and  drama  groups  performed  for  our  own  campus  and  at  the  Ruston  Li¬ 
ons  Club. 


Special  People  Do  Special  Things  CEU  Credit  Available  for  Ministers 


James  and  Janice  Pearce 


We  are  always  in  need  of  cash  contri¬ 
butions  that  are  used  for  food,  clothes, 
housing,  utilities,  and  school  expenses. 

But  our  survival  also  depends  on  spe¬ 
cial  gifts.  One  of  the  most  recent  came 
from  James  and  Janice  Pearce  of  Rus¬ 
ton.  Both  received  degrees  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  Tech.  Janice  earned  a  bachelors 
degree  in  physical  education.  James 


earned  a  bachelors  degree  in  history 
from  Louisiana  Tech  and  a  masters  de¬ 
gree  in  history  at  Northeast. 

At  the  present  time  they  own  a  coin 
laundry  in  Jonesboro  and  are  managers 
of  a  similar  business  in  Ruston.  They 
have  no  children  of  their  own  and  have 
been  supporters  of  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  children  for  some  time. 

Recently,  they  made  out  their  wills 
and  made  a  generous  and  unique  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  Home.  For  years  they  have 
been  collectors  of  Hummel  figurines; 
mostly  children.  They  now  have  300. 

In  the  distant  future,  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  will  receive  the  valuable 
Hummel  collection  and  the  balance  of 
their  estate. 

Their  home  will  be  given  to  the  Re¬ 
tired  Ministers  program. 

In  a  very  real  sense  they  have  adopted 
many,  many  children  in  the  future,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  their  current  support. 

Thank  you,  Janice  and  James!  May 
God  continue  to  bless  you  as  you  have 
blessed  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
with  your  thoughtfulness,  love  and  gen¬ 
erosity. 


By  DAVID  MORRIS, 

Director  of  Therapeutic  Services 
The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  in  its  81  years  of  service  to  chil¬ 
dren,  youth  and  families,  continues  to 
broaden  its  present  scope  by  providing 
the  necessary  training  and  development 
needed  by  professionals  throughout  the 
state  and  the  community. 

The  1987  Calendar  of  Continuing  Pro¬ 
fessional  Education  Workshop  and  Semi¬ 
nar  Program,  sponsored  by  the 
Methodist  Home,  has  been  released  in  a 
comprehensive  brochure  detailing  vari¬ 
ous  workshops  and  seminars  presented 
throughout  the  1987  year.  These  areas  of 
specialized  training  are  being  offered  to 
all  interested  persons  facing  the  changes 
and  challenges  of  today’s  youth. 

We  are  pleased  to  offer  a  complete 
and  qualified  group  of  presenters  includ¬ 
ing  Dr.  Paul  Ware,  Clinical  Professor 
and  Director  of  Behavioral  Medicine  at 
both  E.  A.  Conway  Hospital  and  Louisi¬ 
ana  State  University  Medical  Center.  Dr. 
Ware  will  approach  working  with  adoles¬ 
cents  and  adults  through  the  utilization 
of  his  Personality  Adaptation  Theory  in 
combination  with  interviewing  youth 
during  the  workshop  session. 

Of  special  interest  is  the  increasing 
concern  for  substance  abuse  within  the 
family.  Dr.  Clyde  Elliott,  Director  of 
CDU  in  Glenwood  Regional  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter  will  discuss  the  effects  of  chemical 
dependency  on  the  children  and  spouse. 

Another  issue  of  concern  will  be  ap¬ 
proached  by  Mr.  George  “Reb”  Martin, 
Jr.,  a  private  practitioner  with  the 


Shreveport  Family  Counseling  Center. 
Mr.  Martin  will  examine  the  effects  of 
depression  on  adolescents  that  some¬ 
times  lead  to  suicidal  thoughts  and  ac¬ 
tions  and  how  best  to  deal  with  this 
crucial  subject. 

Some  of  the  other  courses  will  include 
the  Trauma  of  Adoption  with  Dr.  Doug 
Ezell,  and  other  various  selected  profes¬ 
sionals  presenting  Understanding  Fam¬ 
ily  Systems,  Child  Management,  Stress 
Management  and  Christian  Nurture  of 
Children  and  Youth,  as  well  as  other 
child  and  adolescent  related  workshops. 

Family  counselors,  social  workers, 
and  mental  health  professionals  will  ob¬ 
tain  new  and  additional  knowledge  and 
skills  in  providing  therapeutic  services. 
Personnel  in  schools  and  the  judicial  sys¬ 
tem  who  have  direct  contact  with  youth 
and  families  will  benefit  from  a  clear 
and  concise  interpretation  of  current  so¬ 
cial  problems.  Ministers  and  other 
church  professionals  are  encouraged  to 
broaden  their  awareness  of  services  they 
can  provide  to  families. 

The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's 
Home  extends  to  you,  a  sincere  invita¬ 
tion  to  participate  in  the  seminars  pre¬ 
sented.  For  a  complete  brochure  of  all 
courses  offered  in  the  1987  Calendar  of 
Continuing  Education  contact  David  W. 
Morris,  P.  0.  Box  929,  Ruston,  Louisiana 
71273  or  318-255-5020. 

Ministers  may  obtain  one  hour  of  CEU 
credit  for  every  10  class  hours  either 
from  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's 
Home  or  Grambling  State  University. 


What  Can  You  Give  in  1987? 

Besides  cash,  many  other  properties  can  be  used  to  make  highly  valued  charitable 
gifts. 

Some  examples  are:  stocks  and  bonds,  real  estate,  antiques,  jewelry,  notes  and 
leases,  life  insurance,  art  work,  mortgages,  business  inventories,  and  collections  of 
value. 

Different  methods  of  giving  suit  different  kinds  of  non-cash  properties. 

A  Weekend  Well  Remembered 


By  GORDON  HANES, 

Director  of  Residential  Services 

The  fish  froze  solid  between  the  time 
they  were  pulled  from  the  water  and 
they  hit  the  deck  of  the  boat.  That  may 
be  a  mild  exaggeration,  but  that’s  how 
cold  it  seemed  on  a  very  special  weekend 
in  November  for  10  youth  and  6  staff 
members  from  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston.  It  was  a  fishing  trip 
sponsored  by  the  Zwolle  United 
Methodist  Church  that  will  long  be  re¬ 
membered,  not  only  for  the  cold  weather 
but  for  the  warm  memories  of  a  wonder¬ 
ful  time  with  a  wonderful  group  of  peo¬ 
ple. 

The  group  from  Ruston  arrived  at  the 
Flying  Bridge  Marina  late  on  a  Friday 
afternoon.  After  hurried  hellos,  the 
young  people  piled  into  a  houseboat,  and 
after  instructions  from  the  Skipper,  Un¬ 
cle  Bill,  headed  out  for  an  evening  of 
crappie  fishing.  The  staff  followed  in  the 
boats  belonging  to  the  guides,  who  were 
with  the  group  throughout  the  weekend 
to  be  sure  they  had  the  best  chance  of 
catching  fish.  The  youth  clearly  out- 
fished  the  staff  as  seven  out  of  the  10 
youth  caught  fish.  Hamburgers  and  hot 
dogs  were  grilled  on  the  barge  and  were 
hungrily  consumed  between  gulps  of  hot 
chocolate  and  coffee.  After  several  hours 


of  fishing,  the  group  headed  in  for  a 
night’s  rest. 

Saturday  morning  dawned  cloudy, 
windy  and  cold.  By  6:30  a.m.,  several 
boats  were  out  on  the  lake  in  search  of 
the  elusive  large-mouthed  bass.  Elusive, 
there  were  only  two  that  were  caught, 
though  one  of  those  was  over  eight 
pounds.  The  hot  chili  at  lunch  sure  tasted 
good  after  a  cold  morning  on  the  lake.  In 
the  afternoon,  another  group  went  out 
fishing  and  came  back  to  enjoy  some  of 
the  best  fried  fish  they  had  ever  tasted.  It 
was  a  supper  to  remember.  The  evening 
hours  were  filled  with  listening  to  fish 
tales  —  some  hard  to  believe  —  video 
games,  pool  and  good  fellowship. 

The  Sunday  Morning  worship  service 
at  the  Zwolle  Church  was  a  special  one 
for  the  youth.  During  the  service  the 
youth  were  presented  ribbons  for  their 
fishing  successes.  All  of  the  youth  re¬ 
ceived  T-shirts  from  the  owners  of  the 
Flying  Bridge  Marina.  Lunch  was  served 
following  the  service  and  the  youth  were 
more  than  a  little  reluctant  to  leave  and 
head  for  home.  What  they  had  witnessed 
and  what  they  were  reluctant  to  leave 
was  the  outpouring  of  love,  caring  and 
unselfish  giving  the  people  of  the  Zwolle 
Church  had  blanketed  them  with  that 
cold  November  weekend. 


The  youth  were  awarded  ribbons  for  their  fishing  successes. 


Lunch  was  served  to  the  youth  at  Zwolle  United  Methodist  Church  before  they  re- 
turned  to  the  Home. 


Awards  Banquet 


Mrs.  Mignon  Martin  was  recognized  for  25  years  of  service. 


In  early  December,  all  the  members  of  the  staff  and  their  husbands,  wives,  or 
friends  attended  the  annual  awards  presentation  banquet. 

At  the  festive  occasion  over  125  gathered  for  a  musical  program  and  recognition 
for  years  of  service  or  special  contributions  to  the  life  and  ministry  of  the  Home. 


The  Banquet 


Mrs.  Cindy  Farrar  was  Employee  of  the  Year. 


Economic  Crunch  Hits  Methodist  Children’s  Home 

Compared  to  1985,  State  support  for  children  is  down  8.6%.  The  Good 
Samaritan  Offering  is  down  13%.  General  charitable  contributions  are  down 

22%. 

If  more  support  is  not  forthcoming,  we  may  need  to  curtail  programs  in 
1988. 

All  this  when  the  need  increases  dally.  We  turned  down  over  300  children 
needing  help  in  1986.  ^ 

Can  you  help  us? 


LIBRARY  box  4188 
SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 
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Bishop ’s  Appeal 


Don't  forget  that  the  Council  on  Ministries  Annual  Budget 
Meeting  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  February  28,  at  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  from  10  a.m.-3  p.m. 


Che  Bishop  5 
Corner 

‘An  Appropriate 
Prayer’ 


During  the  last  few  weeks  the  fol¬ 
lowing  prayer  has  been  meaningful  to 
me  and  I  share  it  with  you. 

“Do  not  look  forward  to  what 
might  happen  tomorrow;  the 
same  everlasting  Father  who 
cares  for  you  today,  will  take 
care  of  you  tomorrow  and  ev¬ 
eryday.  Either  he  will  shield 
you  from  suffering  or  he  will 
give  you  unfailing  strength  to 
bear  it.” 

The  author  I  do  not  know,  but  it 
was  given  to  me  in  a  framed  copy  by 


Anne  Cheney  in  1979. 1  have  delighted 
in  keeping  it  where  I  could  see  it  dai¬ 
ly.  I  hope  some  of  our  readers  will 
find  it  helpful  also. 


P.S.  Billye  and  I  appreciate  so  very 
much  the  letters,  cards,  phone  calls, 
and  prayers.  They  have  been  a  part  of 
our  support  system  and  we  are  most 
grateful  to  you. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  youth  of  Aurora  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  sponsored  a  bake 
sale  on  January  4.  Rev.  Conrad  Edwards 
is  the  pastor. 

The  Church  School  mini-series  for  Jan¬ 
uary  at  University  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles  is  the  “Biblical 
Background  of  the  Present  Middle  East 
Crisis.”  This  special  class  is  being  taught 
by  Ward  Fortenot.  Rev.  Angus  L.  Car- 
ruth  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

On  Sun.,  January  4,  the  congregation 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alex¬ 
andria  and  Gretna  United  Methodist 
Church,  Gretna  observed  a  special  cele¬ 
bration  in  their  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vices.  The  Wesleyan  Covenant  Service 
urges  all  Methodists  to  renew  their  Cove¬ 
nant  with  God.  The  service  was  original¬ 
ly  prepared  by  John  Wesley  and  his  first 
Covenant  Service  was  held  on  August  11, 
1755.  The  pastor  at  First  Church  is  Dr. 
Tracy  Arnold  and  the  pastor  at  Gretna  is 
Rev.  Bob  Lawton. 


Both  Faith  United  Methodist  Church, 
West  Monroe  and  Camphor  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
are  preparing  their  own  local  editions  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter.  The  pas¬ 
tor  at  Faith  is  Rev.  M.  Jack  O’Dell  and 
the  pastor  at  Camphor  is  Dr.  Moses  T. 
Jackson,  Sr.  This  brings  the  total  number 
to  16  churches  in  our  conference  who 
prepare  a  local  edition. 

*  *  * 

The  oldest  member  and  member  of 
longest  standing  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lafayette  just  cele¬ 
brated  her  101st  birthday!  Mary  Miller 
Gerac  was  born  January  20,  1886.  She 
joined  First  Church  in  1900  at  14  years  of 
age.  Rev.  Ira  M.  Robinson  is  the  pastor. 

Claiborne  United  Methodist  Church  in 
West  Monroe  recently  had  a  service  of 
dedication  for  the  new  parsonage.  Dr. 
Byrl  Moreland,  District  Superintendent 
for  the  Monroe  district,  led  the  dedica¬ 
tion  which  included  the  burning  of  the 
mortgage.  The  parsonage  was  built  less 
than  two  years  ago.  Rev.  E.  Benjamin 
Fant  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  • 

The  Grand  River  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict,'  and  the  Gideons  International  re¬ 
cently  donated  75  New  Testament  Bibles 
to  River  West  Medical  Center  in  Plaque- 
mine  for  placement  in  the  patient’s 
rooms.  The  donation  was  made  in  memo¬ 
ry  of  John  W.  Stockstill.  Present  for  the 
ceremony  were  Jane  Stockstill,  wife  of 
the  late  Mr.  Stockstill,  Kim  Stockstill, 
her  granddaughter,  and  Rev.  Darryl 
Tate,  pastor  of  the  Grand  Cane  Church. 


The  members  and  visiting  friends  of 
the  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Waxia  enjoyed  a  candlelight  communion 
service  on  Christmas  Eve.  Rev.  Obie 
Southall  is  the  pastor. 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal,  New  Orleans,  sponsors  a  free  cancer 
support  group  for  patients  and  family 
members  who  are  having  to  learn  to 
cope  with  cancer.  The  sessions  are  held 
on  Tuesdays  from  7-9  p.m.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  the  Wellspring  Office  at 
(504)  244-5728. 

*  *  * 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  recently  sponsored  a  Jam- 
balaya  Dinner  Fund  Raiser  to  help  sup¬ 
port  the  mission  activities  of  the  church, 
including  the  construction  of  a  new  edu¬ 
cational  building.  Rev.  Debbie  Drash  is 
the-pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe  donated  Thanksgiving  dinner  to 
20  needy  families  and  88  fruit  baskets  for 
Christmas  to  residents  of  the  Georgia 
Street  Nursing  Home.  Rev.  Robert  S. 
Murray  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

The  Masters  Five,  a  gospel  group,  pre¬ 
sented  a  concert  at  the  Blackwater  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Baker  on 
February  8.  The  group  was  formed  in 
1980  and  bless  all  who  attend  their  con¬ 
certs.  Rev.  Larry  Stafford  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  • 

United  Methodist  Women’s  Day,  Janu¬ 
ary  25,  was  a  huge  success  at  Peck  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans. 
The  speaker  was  Azalea  Stevenson  of  Mt. 
Zion  United  Methodist  Church  also  in 
New  Orleans.  The  subject  of  her  address 
was  “Women  in  Mission:  Set  Free  By 
God.”  The  speaker  was  an  inspiration  to 
the  many  visitors  and  members  of  the 
church.  Willie  Mae  Ware  is  the  president 
of  the  UMW  and  Rev.  J.  D.  V.  Hamilton 
is  the  pastor. 

*  *  • 

The  second,  third  and  fourth  grade 
classes  at  Gretna  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Gretna  collected  pennies  re¬ 
cently,  hoping  to  raise  enough  to  cover 
94  feet.  This  is  how  far  it  is  from  the 
front  door  of  the  church  to  the  altar  and 
the  amount  of  money  would  be  $15.  After 
the  children  collected  all  of  the  money 
and  it  was  counted,  they  raised  a  total  of 
$105.50.  This  money  was  used  to  buy 
Christmas  presents  for  a  family  with 
three  children  and  food. 


First  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  sponsored  a  musical  ex¬ 
travaganza  in  December  to  culminate  its 
yearly  fund  raising  drive.  A  total  of 
$19,223  was  realized  from  this  activity. 
Music  for  the  program  was  provided  by 
various  local  gospel  groups  from  the 
New  Orleans  area,  as  well  as  the  choirs 
of  the  church.  Mae  Frances  Abraham, 
Lillian  Daniels,  Claire  Griffin  and  John 
Green  were  coordinators  of  this  pro¬ 
gram.  “Because  of  the  prayers  and  sacri¬ 
ficial  givings  of  the  members,  all 
benevolences  and  current  indebtedness 
of  the  church  will  be  paid  in  full  with  this 
$19,000,”  according  to  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Abraham  E.  Davis. 


fcfP!easeNcfe  5> 

Those  persons  planning  to  attend 
the  communications  workshop, 
“Getting  Your  Message  Across,”  at 
First  Church,  Baton  Rouge  on 
Wednesday,  March  4,  from  9:30 
a.m.-4  p.m.,  are  reminded  to  bring  a 
sample  of  their  writing.  This  only 
needs  to  be  a  brief  article  with  one 
or  two  paragraphs. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Walter  L.  Underwood 
Bishop 

Harvey  G.  Williamson 
Council  Director-Editor 
Sherree  R.  Moore 
Editorial  Assistant 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 


Partner  Churches  in  Crisis  Emphasize  Economic  Needs 


Members  of  First  Church  are  enjoying  the  new  ramp  that  was  built  and  installed 
with  monies  from  the  Accessibility  Grant  from  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


New  Roads  Church  Awarded 


$500  Accessibility  Grant 


The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
New  Roads  in  the  Baton  Rouge/La¬ 
fayette  District  has  received  an  Accessi¬ 
bility  Grant  in  the  amount  of  $500  from 
the  Health  &  Welfare  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  according  to 
the  chairperson  of  that  committee,  Mary 
Margaret  Barr. 

The  purpose  of  the  grant  is  to  encour¬ 
age  and  aid  local  churches  in  making 
their  facilities  and  activities  accessible 
to  persons  with  handicapping  conditions. 
A  total  of  $37,000  has  been  designated  for 
this  purpose.  Seventy-four  grants  of  $500 
each  will  be  awarded  during  the  summer 
of  1987. 

The  New  Roads  church  used  the  grant 
to  build  a  ramp  leading  to  their  front 
door  which  enables  handicapped  wor¬ 
shippers  to  gain  safe  access  inside  the 
sanctuary. 

Other' local  churches  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  encouraged  to  apply  for 


the  Accessibility  Grant. 

The  basic  provisions  of  the  grant  are 
as  follows:  1)  grants  are  available  only  to 
United  Methodist  local  churches;  2)  only 
one  grant  will  be  made  to  a  local  church; 
3)  grants  will  be  awarded  in  the  summer 
of  1987;  and  4)  selection  will  be  based  on 
evidence  of  satisfactory  planning,  finan¬ 
cial  need,  and  congregational  involve¬ 
ment. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  intends 
to  include  among  the  grantees  local 
churches  in  all  jurisdictions,  in  various 
sized  congregations  and  communities, 
and  with  a  wide  variety  of  congregation¬ 
al  make-up.  Selection  will  also  include 
projects  reaching  persons  with  different 
handicapping  conditions  in  a  variety  of 
ways  so  that,  hopefully,  at  the  end  the  74 
grantees  will  be  inclusive  of  a  wide 
range  of  conditions  and  responses. 

Applications  will  be  taken  up  to  a  post¬ 
marked  date  of  April  15, 1987. 


Around  the  globe,  our  partner 
churches  are  suffering  in  ways  that 
threaten  their  very  existence.  During  the 
past  months  information  has  come  from 
bishops,  missionaries  and  other  church 
leaders  about  threats  to  the  ministry  and 
mission  of  churches  overseas  due  to  the 
ravages  of  inflation  and  skyrocketing  na¬ 
tional  debts.  These  isolated  pleas  now 
have  merged  into  an  anguished  cry  for 
help  which  we  cannot  ignore. 

In  response  to  this  urgent  call  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  suffering  and  to  maintain  the 
mission  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
with  the  approval  of  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  has  is¬ 
sued  a  $9  million  Bishops’  Appeal  for 
Partner  Churches  in  Crisis.  The  period 
for  the  appeal  is  during  Lent.  Welton 
Brumfield,  chairperson  of  CFA  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  suggests  that  the 
offering  be  taken  sometime  during  the 
month  of  March. 

Dr.  Peggy  Billings,  deputy  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Program  Divi¬ 
sion,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
notes  that  in  some  areas  local  pastors 
and  their  families  are  growing  weaker 
and  weaker  physically  because  they  eat 
only  one  meal  a  day  or  once  every  other 
day.  Still,  Billings  says,  they  share  with 
members  who  have  even  less  and  who  no 
longer  can  pay  anything  to  support  the 
local  congregation  and  its  outreach. 

“We  hear  of  annual  conference  pro¬ 
grams  being  curtailed  or  eliminated  as 
the  bishops  and  district  superintendents 
redirect  resources  to  try  to  bolster  the 
faltering  local  churches  and  keep  open 
church-related  hospitals,  clinics  and 
schools.  This  means  less  for  other  mis¬ 
sion  outreach,”  she  continues. 

Missionaries  report  that  the  govern¬ 
ments  of  these  countries,  facing  ever- 


worsening  economic  conditions,  turn  to 
the  already  overburdened  churches  to 
take  responsibility  for  public  schools  and 
medical  work.  In  other  countries,  the 
governments  have  cut  off  subsidies  to 
church-run  schools,  clinics  and  hospitals 
—  often  the  only  services  available.  The 
result  is  no  income.  Despite  this,  Chris¬ 
tian  teachers,  nurses  and  doctors  try  to 
stay  at  their  posts. 

Worst  of  all,  our  friends  share  the  sor¬ 
row  that  this  crisis  falls  most  heavily  on 
those  already  most  vulnerable  —  chil¬ 
dren,  older  persons,  women  and  the  poor. 
Many  mission  outreach  programs  now  at 
risk  of  closing  serve  such  persons. 

Acting  as  bridges,  our  partner 
churches  have  provided  sure  relief  for 
people  threatened  by  life’s  storms  and 
floods.  With  this  assistance,  many  people 
have  survived  war,  famine  and  drought. 
Now  the  bridges  themselves  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  crack  and,  in  some  places,  wash 
out  because  of  the  relentless  pressure  of 
the  economic,  political  and  social  flood- 
waters  around  them. 

Ironically,  this  crisis  comes  at  a  time 
when  the  partner  churches  are  growing 
rapidly  and  opportunities  for  future 
growth  are  bright.  Our  friends  share  the 
joy  they  feel  despite  the  hardships.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  at  work,  pro¬ 
viding  funds  and  missionaries  to  under- 
gird  this  growth.  But  additional  financial 
aid  is  needed  right  now  to  shore  up  our 
partner  churches. 

Gifts  to  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Part¬ 
ner  Churches  in  Crisis  should  be  submit¬ 
ted  through  your  annual  conference 
treasurer  for  forwarding  to  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

Pastors  are  urged  to  share  this  burden 
with  their  congregations  and  encourage 
members  to  respond  to  the  appeal 
through  their  gifts  and  their  prayers. 


Former  Louisiana  Area  Minister 


Conference  Calendar 

March 

1  Human  Relations  Day 

4  Communications  Workshop  for  Pastors,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  9:30  a.m  - 
4:00  p.m. 

5- 8  United  Methodist  Convocation  on  Development,  Holiday  Inn,  Orlando,  Florida 

6- 7  New  Orleans-Slidell/New  Orleans-Houma  Districts 

Lay  School  of  Theology,  St.  Matthew’s  Church,  New  Orleans 
6-8  Jurisdictional  Youth  Event,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 
8  Rally  ’87  Participants,  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  3:00-5:00  p.m. 

9-10  Cabinet  Meeting,  Centenary  College  (Begins  9:00  a.m.  on  9th;  closes  4:00  p.m. 
on  10th) 

12  CFA  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10:00  a.m. 

12- 15  Celebrating  God’s  Mission:  A  Global  Gathering,  Galt  House,  Louisville, 

Kentucky 

(Sponsored  by  Board  of  Global  Ministries) 

13  Board  of  Trustees,  Headquarters  Building,  2:30  p.m. 

13- 14  Perkins  Lay  Academy,  First  Church,  Houma 

13-14  United  Methodist  Women  Church  Women  United  State  Assembly,  Monroe 
13-15  Lab  School,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

14  Conference  Commission  on  Religion  &  Race,  Newman  Church,  Alexandria 

15  Camping  Emphasis  Sunday 

15-18  United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  47th  Annual 
National  Convention,  Hyatt  Regency,  New  Orleans 

16  United  Methodist  Foundation,  Camelot  Club,  Noon 

19  Centenary  College  Board  of  Trustees,  Centenary  College,  noon 
19-21  National  Council  of  Churches  —  Faith  &  Order  Commission,  St.  Mary 
Dominician,  New  Orleans 

19- 22  Cursillo  No.  6 

20- 21  Perkins  Lay  Academy,  St.  Matthews  Church,  Metairie 

20-21  “Women's  History/Everybody's  History,”  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Workshop,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas 

21  United  Methodist  Men  Executive  Board  Meeting,  First  Church,  Pineville 
10:30  a.m. 


21 

22-29 

23 

23 

23 

24 

24 

24 

24 

25 

25 

25 


Conference  Council  on  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  First  Church,  Alexandria 
10  a.m. -3  p.m. 

Council  of  Bishops  Semi-annual  Meeting  and  Fourth  Consultation  of 
Methodist  Bishops,  Washington,  DC 

Spring  Interviews,  9:30  a.m.,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  Monroe  District 
Spring  Interviews,  11:00  a.m.,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  Ruston  District 
Spring  Interviews,  2:00  p.m.,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  Shreveport  District 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Annual  Conference  Council  Directors  Meeting 
Lincoln,  NE,  8:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

Spring  Interviews,  9:30  a.m.,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
District 

Spring  Interviews,  11:00  a.m.,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  Lake  Charles  District 
Spring  Interviews,  2:00  p.m.,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  Alexandria  District 
Spring  Interviews,  9:30  a.m.,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District 

Spring  Interviews,  11:00  a.m.,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans-Houma 
District 

Spring  Interviews,  2:00  p.m..  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans-Slidell 
District 


26  Worship  Orientation  Workshop,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston,  10:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

26- 27  Christian  Education  Retreat,  First  Church,  Alexandria  (Begins  2:00  p.m.  on 

26th;  closes  Noon  on  27th) 

27  Worship  Orientation  Workshop,  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

27- 29  United  Methodist  Women  Conference  Retreat,  Methodist  Seashore  Assembly 

Grounds,  Biloxi 

29  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

29  Rally  '87  Participants,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge.  3:00-5:00  p.m. 


To  Lead  Evangelism  Celebration 


United  Methodists  of  the  Shreveport 
District  will  gather  at  First  United 
Methodist  in  Shreveport  on  Sunday  night, 
March  1,  at  7:00  p.m.  to  hear  Dr.  Barry 


Dr.  Barry  Bailey,  former  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  and  present  pastor  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  will  lead  the  Evangelism 
Celebration  to  be  held  in  Shreveport  this 
Sunday  evening. 


Bailey  and  to  emphasize  the  centrality  of 
evangelism  within  our  Methodist  tradi¬ 
tion.  This  event  is  sponsored  by  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  on  Ministries  of  the 
Shreveport  District. 

In  addition  to  a  challenging  message 
by  Dr.  Bailey,  Pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Fort  Worth,  special 
music  will  be  provided  by  three  choirs  — 
children’s,  youth  and  adult  —  consisting 
of  persons  from  throughout  the  District. 
These  choirs  will  be  led  by  Gail  Russell 
of  Christ  United  Methodist,  John  Rick¬ 
etts  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist, 
Shreveport,  and  Ken  Dooley  of  Christ 
United  Methodist,  respectively. 

The  purpose  of  this  Evangelism  Cele¬ 
bration  is  threefold:  (1)  to  emphasize  the 
ministry  of  evangelism  within  the  local 
church;  (2)  to  celebrate  evangelism  with¬ 
in  the  Methodist  tradition;  and  (3)  to  chal¬ 
lenge  laity  and  ministers  to  take  the 
ministry  of  evangelism  seriously. 

Persons  throughout  the  Conference 
are  invited  to  this  special  celebration 
and  to  the  meaningful  experience  of  wor¬ 
ship  it  produces. 


How  to  Choose  a  College 


By  CAROLINE  KELSEY 
Director  of  Admissions 
Centenary  College  of  Louisiana 

An  important  decision  in  a  young  per¬ 
son’s  life  is  selecting  which  college  or 
university  to  attend.  Picking  the  right 
school  the  first  time  can  save  money,  ef¬ 
fort,  and  time.  It  can  also  prevent  pain¬ 
ful  adjustment  problems  that  the  wrong 
choice  can  create. 

Centenary  College  would  like  to  offer 
these  suggestions  to  help  the  young  per¬ 
son  in  your  life  judge  the  possibilities. 

1.  Size:  The  size  of  an  institution  can 
mean  the  amount  of  personal  attention 
he  or  she  will  receive.  It  can  also  mean 
how  your  student  will  meet  new  friends. 
Some  students  want  to  be  anonymous 
while  for  others,  knowing  and  being 
known  is  vital  to  being  happy.  Large  uni¬ 
versities  are  great  for  some  students,  but 
small  colleges  can  meet  the  needs  of  oth¬ 
er  students  better. 

2.  Location:  Adjustment  is  also  affect¬ 
ed  by  the  environment  in  which  the  col¬ 
lege  is  situated.  Students  who  grew  up  in 
a  rural  or  suburban  setting  usually  feel 
most  comfortable  in  that  environment. 
Students  who  want  a  challenge  may 
choose  a  different  environment,  but 
make  sure  they  visit  for  a  long  enough 
time  to  make  an  informed  choice. 

3.  Academics:  An  obvious  consider¬ 
ation  is  to  be  certain  that  the  school  has 
the  academic  program  that  your  student 
wants  to  study.  If  he  or  she  is  still  unde¬ 
cided,  a  comprehensive  or  liberal  arts 
curriculum  will  allow  the  most  opportu¬ 
nity  for  trying  different  options. 


4.  Admissions:  Admission  require¬ 
ments  are  also  a  very  important  consid¬ 
eration.  Students  should  find  out  in  their 
junior  year  what  the  requirements  for 
admission  are  for  the  particular  colleges 
in  which  they  are  interested.  Some 
schools  require  specific  academic 
courses  in  high  school  as  well  as  a  mini¬ 
mum  grade  point  average.  The  student’s 
junior  year  may  be  the  last  chance  for 
getting  their  transcript  in  shape  to  as¬ 
sure  acceptance  into  the  college  of  their 
choice. 

5.  Faculty:  In  our  opinion,  the  single 
most  important  consideration  in  choos¬ 
ing  a  college  is  the  quality  of  the  faculty. 
While  their  academic  credentials  are  im¬ 
portant,  a  professor’s  commitment  to 
teaching  will  mean  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  your  student  learning  or  not  learn¬ 
ing  the  subject.  Ask  present  students 
from  the  colleges  under  consideration  if 
faculty  really  spend  time  with  them. 

In  addition  to  the  above  areas  of  con¬ 
sideration,  ask  the  following  people  for 
their  suggestions:  guidance  counselors, 
high  school  teachers,  the  family  doctor, 
and  professionals,  such  as  lawyers,  engi¬ 
neers,  physical  therapists,  ministers,  art¬ 
ists,  musicians,  or  chemists. 

We  hope  this  information  will  help  you 
in  guiding  the  young  people  in  your  life. 
For  more  detailed  information,  call  or 
write  the  Admissions  Office  of  Centena¬ 
ry  College  for  their  brochure,  HOW  TO 
CHOOSE  A  COLLEGE;  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  2911  Centenary  Boulevard,  P.O. 
Box  41188,  Shreveport,  La.  71134-1188, 
(318)  869-5131. 
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An  ancient  sin  in  modern  guise  Abortion  protest  deserved  better  reporting 


Does  a  widespread  ignorance  of  the 
United  States  Constitution  tell  us  any¬ 
thing  about  a  pervasive  spiritual  sick¬ 
ness  in  our  society? 

We  believe  it  reflects  one  contempo¬ 
rary  manifestation  of  an  ancient  sin— 
“sloth.” 

A  recent  poll  of  1,004  Americans,  tak¬ 
en  by  the  Hearst  Corp.  to  mark  the  Con¬ 
stitution’s  bicentennial,  shows  among 
other  things: 

Only  a  bare  majority  know  that  the 
Constitution  created  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment. 

Fifty-nine  percent  are  unaware  that 
the  Bill  of  Rights  consists  of  the  first  10 
amendments  to  the  Constitution. 

Nearly  half  believe  the  Constitution 
contains  the  Marxist  statement,  “From 
each  according  to  his  ability,  to  each  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  need.’’ 

The  poll  offers  only  the  latest  evidence 
of  a  general  lack  of  awareness  of,  or  in¬ 
terest  in,  our  cultural  and  spiritual  roots. 

Similar  apathy  exists  in  the  church.  A 
1984  Gallup  poll  showed  that  startling 
numbers  of  Christians  are  uninformed 
about  basic  facets  of  their  faith.  Less 
than  half  of  those  surveyed  knew  that  Je¬ 
sus  delivered  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
or  could  name  the  first  four  books  of  the 
New  Testament. 

Equally  disturbing  is  that  ignorance  of 
our  cultural  and  spiritual  legacy  appears 
not  to  concern  most  people. 

Such  an  “I  could  care  less”  outlook  re¬ 
garding  important  matters  is  the  hall¬ 
mark  of  what  Christian  tradition  has 


called  “sloth.”  Compared  with  some  of 
the  other  “deadly  sins”— lust,  greed, 
pride,  etc  — sloth  seems  trivial  to  many 
modern  minds.  Nothing  could  be  farther 
from  the  truth. 

Sloth  “is  the  sin  that  believes  in  nothing, 
cares  for  nothing,  seeks  to  know  nothing, 
intereferes  with  nothing,  enjoys  nothing, 
hates  nothing,  finds  purpose  in  nothing, 
lives  for  nothing,  and  remains  alive  be¬ 
cause  there  is  nothing  for  which  it  will  die,” 
according  to  one  20th-century  theologian. 

Ironically,  that  definition  of  sloth  is 
similar  to  what  some  people  mislabel  as 
“tolerance.” 

Under  that  guise,  they  dismiss  age-old 
wisdom  and  moral  standards  as  unneces¬ 
sarily  restrictive  and  irrelevant.  Offered 
instead  is  such  false'wisdom”  as  “all 
things  are  relative,"  “live  and  let  live,” 
and  “go  with  the  flow.” 

In  contrast,  our  Lord  offers  a  model  of 
moral  and  spiritual  vigor  that  pursues 
and  seeks  to  preserve  a  life  of  excel¬ 
lence.  Jesus  wrestled  unrelentingly  with 
the  deepest  concerns  of  human  life  as  He 
inherited  them  from  the  past  and  experi¬ 
enced  them  in  the  present. 

His  loving,  caring  response  to  people  in 
all  walks  of  life  remains  the  most  compel¬ 
ling  understanding  we  have  of  God’s  will 
for  every  human  being.  That  understand¬ 
ing  includes  promoting  good,  resisting  evil 
and  reaching  out  to  people  in  need. 

It  also  involves  taking  on  and  perform¬ 
ing  even  life’s  mundane  tasks  with  the 
relish  that  comes  from  living  all  of  life 
“to  the  glory  of  God.” 


‘Catch  the  Spirit’  merits  support 


The  “spirit”  that  many  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  others  have  “caught”  from  our 
denomination's  new  weekly  television  se¬ 
ries  is  in  danger  of  being  lost— at  least 
temporarily. 

The  sponsoring  agency,  United 
Methodist  Communications,  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  lack  of  funds  will  force  it  to 
pull  “Catch  the  Spirit”  off  the  Christian 
Broadcasting  Network  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  (see  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Because  CBN’s  audience  represents  up 
to  90  percent  of  the  program’s  potential 
viewership,  that  comes  close  to  “pulling 
the  plug”  for  three  months. 

A  nationally-distributed  TV  series  is  ex¬ 
pensive.  But  the  results  can  be  exciting, 
even  inspirational,  as  untold  thousands  of 
viewers  encounter  United  Methodist  peo¬ 
ple  and  ministries  via  their  TV  sets. 


United  Methodists  who  have  seen  the 
show  or  who  know  about  it  have  over¬ 
whelmingly  affirmed  it.  Some  have  sup¬ 
ported  it  financially.  But  not  enough  so 
far  to  cover  its  combined  production  and 
placement  costs. 

A  special  appeal  is  being  sent  across 
the  church  for  the  church’s  leaders  and 
members  to  support  the  show. 

Those  who  want  to  keep  “Catch  the  Spir¬ 
it"  both  in  production  and  placed  for  maxi¬ 
mum  impact  should  make  their  wishes 
known— and  their  funds  available — quick¬ 
ly.  We  believe  it  has  made  a  sufficiently 
impressive  start  to  merit  continuing. 

World  Service  Special  Gifts  to  help  sup¬ 
port  “Catch  the  Spirit”  may  be  sent  through 
the  treasurer  of  any  local  UM  congregation 
and  should  be  marked  for  “Catch  the  Spirit 
Television  Series  06-05-85.” 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Feb.  6  issue  of  the  Reporter,  an 
article  incorrectly  headlined,  “Abortion 
rights  religious  group  protests  in  storm” 
surely  missed  the  mark  in  responsible 
reporting. 

The  article  reported  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  by  over  5,000  people  to  protest  the 
Supreme  Court’s  Roe  vs.  Wade  decision, 
which  struck  down  state  laws  outlawing 
abortion. 

Rather  than  report  the  story  which 
these  pro-life  demonstrators  were  hop¬ 
ing  to  bring  before  the  public,  the  bulk  of 
the  article  was  devoted  to  the  pro-abor¬ 
tion  position  of  the  Religious  Coalition 
for  Abortion  Rights. 

Those  courageous  demonstrators  who 
“braved  the  worst  storm  in  four  years” 
surely  deserved  to  be  heard  on  their  day. 

David  L.  Thurston 
Ashley,  Ohio 

‘’Baby  machines9  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

If  it  weren’t  so  serious  it  would  be  fun¬ 
ny— the  reasoning  for  abortion  in  the 
Feb.  6  article  headlined,  “Abortion  rights 
religious  group  protests  in  storm.” 

The  Rev.  Donna  Morton-Stout  states, 
“to  equate  personhood  with  an  unborn  fe¬ 
tus  and  put  those  rights  about  those  of  a 
pregnant  woman  is  to  deny  the  person- 
hood  of  the  woman  and  to  consider  her 
body  a  baby  machine.” 

Let’s  thank  God  that  a  woman’s  body 
is  a  “baby  machine.”  If  not,  none  of  us 
except  Adam  and  Eve  would  be  on  this 
earth.  As  far  as  I  know,  there  are  no  oth¬ 
er  baby  machines. 

Ms.  Morton-Stout  also  states,  “Prohib¬ 
iting  abortion  by  law  will  not  stop  abor¬ 
tion.”  She  is  probably  right  but  we  have 


laws  against  murder,  stealing,  etc.,  and 
those  laws  don’t  stop  murders,  stealing 
etc.  So  if  we  follow  her  logic,  we  should 
rescind  these  laws  too. 

If  innocent  unborn  babies  mean  noth¬ 
ing  to  Ms.  Morton-Stout,  I  wonder  how 
she  feels  about  the  elderly.  Maybe  they 
should  be  murdered  too. 

Fred  Schobert 
Lewisburg,  Pennsylvania 

Tom  Landry  remembered 

To  the  Editor: 

Harry  Mark’s  Feb.  13  letter  citing 
Tom  Landry  as  an  inappropriate  choice 
to  lead  a  national  UMC  evangelism  drive 
caused  me  to  remember  some  interest¬ 
ing  things  about  this  famous  coach. 

I’ve  known  Tom  Landry  since  he  was  a 
star  high  school  quarterback  in  Mission, 
Texas— popular,  unassuming,  quiet-spo¬ 
ken— everything  you’d  hope  to  find  in  an 
ideal  teenager. 

He  came  by  those  traits  of  calm  de¬ 
pendability,  commitment  and  genuine 
goodness  that  have  characterized  him  as 
among  the  best  of  coaches  from  within 
the  bosom  of  a  family  in  which  much 
Christian  love  and  harmony  prevailed. 

His  father,  Ray,  who  served  with  sin¬ 
gular  distinction  for  many  years  as  our 
Sunday  school  superintendent  at  First 
Church,  Mission,  was  the  kind  of  man 
whose  ideals  and  strengths  have  been  re- 
forged  into  the  mettle  of  all  his  children. 

And  the  mother  in  that  home  was  one 
of  God’s  precious  beatitudes.  To  both  of 
them  I  owe  much  more  than  paltry 
words  could  ever  serve  to  repay,  for  they 
helped  me  greatly  in  finding  my  own 
way  through  my  tempestuous  teens. 

Tom  took  those  things  he  learned  at 
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home  and  church  to  heart  and  from  them 
he  has  carved  a  commendable  legacy  of 
behavior  and  insight  that  have  served 
both  him  and  others  to  deal  successfully 
with  winning  and  losing,  being  and  be¬ 
coming  persons  of  unusual  worth  and 
power  in  God’s  world. 

In  situations  in  which  others  have  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  pride  or  passion  or  self,  this 
man  has  maintained  a  stability  and  firm¬ 
ness  which  is  unique  and  wonderful.  He 
has  been  Tom  Landry,  in  all  his  natural 
Christian  goodness,  without  deviation, 
whatever  the  circumstance,  through  all 
these  years. 

I  am  convinced  that  Tom  Landry  has 
more  than  proven  his  abiding  merit  to 
lead  us  in  this  venture! 

Ralph  Hasten 
Houston,  Texas 

Editorial  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  letters 
that  appeared  in  the  Feb.  6  issue  of  the 
Reporter  concerning  the  Jan.  16  Oral 
Roberts  editorial. 

I  want  to  quote  some  excerpts  from 
these  letters  and  then  respond  to  them. 

#1:  “Judge  not,  lest  ye  be  not  judged.  . . .” 


At 


Pontius'  Puddle 


X  ADMIRE  THOSE  WHO  SERVED  DURING 
THE  GOLDEN  ERA  OF  NUSSIONS. 
FORSAKING  ALL,  SOJOURNING  TO  FAR- 

"  OFF  CONTINENTS,  BRAVING 
INSECT-INFESTED  JUNGLES, 
RISKING  LIFE  AND  LIMB 
,TO  SPREAD  THE 
,  WORD  OF  CrOD 


MAVBE  WE  COOLD  GO 
WITNESS  TO  THE  NEW 
neighbor  DOWN 

THE  STREETT. 


X  DONNO, 

.  LOOKS 
^  LIKE  RA'N. 


Here  I  Stand 


Hoiv  many  converts  are  made  by  church  committees? 


By  DAVID  E.  MALY 
Each  year  the  statistician  gives  his  re¬ 
port  to  the  annual  conference  and  each 
year  we  wring  our  hands  in  dismay  over 
our  continuing  loss  of  membership  and 
the  decline  of  our  great  denomination. 

Almost  like  the  legislative  bodies  of  our 
political  nation,  we  have  even  developed 
two  sides  of  the  aisle,  so  to  speak,  of  folk 
who  will  tell  us  why  this  is  happening. 

On  the  one  side  are  the  Good  News  folks 
who  tell  us  repeatedly  that  it  is  our  lack  of 
fundamental  values  and  preaching.  On  the 
other  side  are  those  who  suggest  that  doing 
the  work  of  liberation  will  build  a  strong 
new  church  of  the  dispossessed 

Could  it  be  that  within  the  midst  of  all 
these  shouts  back  and  forth,  we  may  be 
missing  some  very  salient  points  that 
none  of  us  want  to  face? 

Is  church  weighted  down? 

Is  it  possible  that  the  once  vital  church 
that  met  the  people  in  their  needs,  and 
proclaimed  to  them  with  word  and  deed 
the  living  Christ,  has  now  become  a  giant 
weighed  down  by  its  own  bureaucracy 
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and  unable  to  find  women  and  men  who 
are  free  enough  to  step  forward  to  the 
front  lines  and  be  Jesus’  people? 

A  quick  review  of  your  conference  jour¬ 
nal  will  soon  reveal  a  rather  startling 
truth.  In  my  own  conference’s  journal,  a 
recent  count  reveals  more  than  1,600 
nominated  and  elected  positions  on  vari¬ 
ous  committees  and  boards  and  agencies 
just  within  our  conference  boundaries. 

Do  some  simple  math  and  multiply 
each  of  these  by  a  minimum  of  four 
meetings  a  year,  at  say  four  hours  (in¬ 
cluding  travel,  etc.),  and  it  computes  to 
more  than  25,000  hours  each  year  being 
spent  in  committee  meetings. 

Now  let  us  ask  a  very  hard  question. 
How  many  converts  to  the  way  of  Jesus 
Christ  have  been  won  by  these  meetings? 

Perhaps  a  different  way  of  stating  this 
question  may  be  more  important:  Should 
the  United  Methodist  pastors  and  laypeo- 
ple  who  serve  on  these  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  and  committees  spend  even  half  of 
those  25,000  hours  speaking  to  those  who 
are  unchurched  and  those  who  are  hungry 
for  the  Word  of  hope  and  truth?  Is  it  con¬ 
ceivable  that  we  might  then  see  some  rap¬ 
id  changes  in  the  structure  of  and  the 
membership  trends  of  our  church? 

Now  it  is  also  a  truth  that  cannot  be 


David  Maly 


avoided  that  there  are  meetings  and 
committees  which  will  always  be  neces¬ 
sary.  After  all,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  what  some  might  call  big  busi¬ 
ness,  and  we  want 
the  monies  and  the 
energies  of  the 
church  well  directed. 

Yet  the  question 
continues  to  hang  in 
the  air:  “We  are  do¬ 
ing  the  job  of  com¬ 
mittees  and  boards 
so  well,  yet  the 
membership  slips.  Why  is  that  happen¬ 
ing?” 

Let  us  ask  ourselves  one  more  ques¬ 
tion  that  may  be  important.  “Who  is  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  churches  of  impact?  Will 
it  be  the  women  and  men  who  have  been 
most  effective  in  their  previous 
churches?  Or  will  it  be  the  people  who 
have  gotten  themselves  ‘known’  on  the 
committee  circuit?” 

Dare  we  ask  yet  one  more  question? 
“How  much  time  is  given  to  the  district 
superintendents  to  get  out  among  their 
women  and  men  on  the  district,  to  encour¬ 
age,  counsel,  teach,  and  aid  them  in  their 
struggle  to  spread  the  Word  among  the 
people?”  It  is  a  fair  appraisal  that  their 


lives  are  very  nearly  tied  up  in  the  con¬ 
stant  flow  of  meetings  and  committees. 

We  need  a  good  system 

Those  of  us  who  are  local  pastors  have 
probably  discovered  that  a  church,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  effective,  needs  a  good  system  of 
administration  and  that  a  certain  number 
of  meetings  are  a  part  of  ministry  which 
cannot  be  avoided.  Yet  have  we  not  all  ob¬ 
served  that  a  church  can  many  times  be 
“meeting  itself  half  to  death"  while  never 
getting  to  the  tasks  at  hand? 

Sometimes  one  might  wonder  if  John 
and  Charles  Wesley  would  have  ever 
been  able  to  get  the  Methodist  societies 
off  the  ground  had  they  been  required  to 
attend  as  many  meetings  as  our  modern- 
day  church  people  must  attend. 

Or  one  may  wonder  if  John  had  spent 
his  time,  not  on  the  corner  of  a  street 
proclaiming  a  living  and  vital  Lord,  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,  but  rather  in  a  committee 
meeting  planning  that  endeavor,  who 
would  have  stood  to  tell  the  Good  News 
to  the  people  of  London  who  hungered 
for  hope  and  love— not  for  “structure.” 

There  is  such  a  great  hunger  in  our 
world.  Yet  seldom  do  I  hear  people  ask 
me,  “How  may  I  find  a  committee  to 


which  I  might  belong  and  which  will  give 
me  hope  in  my  life?” 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  David  E.  Maly,  is  pastor  of 
Loudonville  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Loudonville,  Ohio  (East  Ohio  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
“ Here  I  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


The  Reporter  has  always  appeared  to 
me  to  be  very  Biblical  in  this  area.  Ap¬ 
parently  they  are  willing  to  be  judged  be¬ 
cause  they  printed,  and  always  print, 
letters  that  attack  their  editorials.  Re¬ 
member,  the  passage  can  be  understood 
to  say,  “Judge  not,  unless  you  are  willing 
to  be  judged  also.” 

#2:  “How  many  millions  of  dollars  are 
collected  in  UM  churches  each  Sunday?” 

Agreed,  $4.5  million  is  a  mere  drop  in 
the  bucket  compared  to  what  our 
churches  bring  in  on  Sundays.  But,  how 
many  of  our  pastors  and  financial  chair¬ 
persons  ask  for  your  tithes  on  threat  of 
death?  How  many  of  our  lay  people 
would  stand  for  it  if  they  did? 

#3:  . .  we  know  firsthand  that  it’s  a 

wonderful  school!” 

Please,  reread  the  editorial.  It  never 
once  put  down  the  school  or  Oral  Rob¬ 
ert’s  missional  priority,  but  rather,  af¬ 
firmed  them. 

#4:  “If  one  does  not  like  the  instru¬ 
ment,  leave  it  alone.  ...” 

If  Martin  Luther  had  taken  this  posi¬ 
tion,  we  would  not  be  Methodists  today. 
Instead,  he  protested  what  he  considered 
were  abuses  of  church/ pastoral  author¬ 
ity  and  we  are  heirs  of  that  protest.  Has 
not  the  Reporter  the  right  to  carry  on  the 
tradition? 

#5:  “I  think  that  very  likely  you  will 
lose  subscribers .  ..” 

I  hope  the  fear  of  losing  subscribers 
never  becomes  a  criterion  for  Reporter 
editorials.  If  this  were  to  happen,  most  of 
our  letters  would  never  appear  upon  this 
page.  Would  you  want  that? 

Finally,  #6:  “I  would  also  point  out  to 
you  and  other  liberal  United  Methodists.  .  . 

I  am  a  graduate  of  Fuller  Theological 
Seminary,  a  product  of  a  Wesleyan  Tra¬ 
dition  Methodist  Church,  and  a  member 
of  the  Evangelical  Renewal  Fellowship 
of  the  California-Nevada  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  I  am  concerned  about  preaching 
Christ  to  the  lost  and  offering  the  salva¬ 
tion  which  comes  from  God.  I  also 
agreed  with  the  editorial.  I  am  saddened 
to  find  out  that  because  of  my  agreement 
I  am  now  a  “liberal.” 

I  would  beg  all  believers  to  prayerful¬ 
ly  consider  the  message  Brother  Roberts 
is  sending  to  the  non-Christian  communi¬ 
ty.  Are  we  here  to  give  the  world  doubts 
about  our  faith,  or  to  strengthen  their  de¬ 
sires  to  join  the  family?  Please  read  Acts 
8:14-24,  then  ponder  my  question. 

J.  Scott  Allred 

Carson  City,  Nevada 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  readers 
about  400  member-families  of  the  Cren¬ 
shaw  United  Methodist  Church  in  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.  (California-Pacific 
Annual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Los  Angeles  we 
say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 


My  Witness 

Church  turned  art  studio  evokes  spirit 


By  KENYON  ALBRECHT 

When  my  family  moved  to  Dallas  in 
1944,  we  were  all  happy  to  discover  Has¬ 
kell  Avenue  Methodist  Church  within 
walking  distance  of  our  house  and  two 
miles  from  the  center  of  downtown  Dallas. 

A  week  after  we  found  it,  we  began 
walking  there  every 
week  and  our  dad 
soon  joined  the  choir. 

My  sisters  and  I  be-  — ^ 
came  active  in  all  the  “ 
youth  activities, 
which  became  the 
center  of  our  social 
life. 

We  quickly  be-  Kenyon  Albrecht 
came  acquainted  with  many  nice  people, 
two  of  whom  would  become  my  sisters- 
in-law  11  years  later.  On  Sunday  eve¬ 
nings  after  church,  the  young  people 
would  go  down  into  the  basement  to  play 
games  and  have  light  refreshments. 

Boy  Scouts  met  on  Thursday 

It  was  in  this  same  basement  where 
my  Boy  Scout  troop  met  every  Thursday 
night.  The  little  parsonage  was  right 
next  to  the  church  and  our  pastor,  Dr. 
Sam  Black,  would  often  set  up  his  tele¬ 
scope  on  the  parsonage  lawn  so 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  members 
could  view  the  planets  and  the  moon. 

One  year  my  dad  played  the  part  of 
Scrooge  in  Charles  Dickens’  “Christmas 
Carol,”  and  the  play  was  greatly  enjoyed 
by  the  whole  church  One  time  during 
communion  I  remember  my  mother 
kneeling  on  the  floor  between  the  pews 


because  the  book  said  “devoutly  kneel¬ 
ing.”  When  she  was  young,  she  belonged 
to  churches  where  they  did  a  lot  of  kneel¬ 
ing. 

After  we  attended  Haskell  Avenue 
Church  for  six  years,  the  church  moved 
“to  a  better  neighborhood”  a  mile  away 
and  no  church  came  into  our  neighbor¬ 
hood  to  take  its  place.  A  year  later  my 
father  was  killed  and  two  years  after 
that  I  was  drafted  into  the  army. 

When  I  returned  to  civilian  life,  I  was 
married  and  settled  down  in  another  part 
of  town.  In  1970  our  mother  died  and 
both  of  my  sisters  moved  to  the  west 
coast.  Of  my  original  family,  I  alone  was 
left  in  the  big  city. 

Hundreds  of  times  I  drove  past  the  old 
Haskell  Avenue  Methodist  Church,  now 
privately  owned,  and  remembered  the 
church  and  family  activities  when  we 
were  all  together  there.  But  I  never  went 
inside  the  building  for  35  years,  although 
I  always  wanted  to. 

Finally  this  year  I  went  back  and 
walked  completely  around  the  old 
church  and  parsonage.  Fortunately  for 
me,  a  gentleman  now  living  there  saw 
me  and  invited  me  in. 

Now  the  church  building  is  used  as  a 
private  residence  and  an  artist’s  studio. 
The  sanctuary  is  an  art  gallery.  I  could 
see  the  small  balcony  where  I  sometimes 
sat  when  I  came  in  late. 

I  could  see  classrooms 

Behind  the  larger  balcony  I  could  see 
the  classrooms  where  I  attended  Sunday 
school  Although  the  pews  and  altar  are 


gone,  I  could  see  the  place  where  I  gave 
my  life  to  fulltime  Christian  service  in 
1948. 

Once  again  I  could  see  my  dad  singing 
in  the  choir  and  playing  Scrooge  in  the 
Christmas  play.  Nearby  was  the  spot 
where  my  mother  knelt  on  the  floor  dur¬ 
ing  communion. 

My  new  friend  led  me  down  into  the 
basement,  where  the  artist  was  hard  at 
work  on  another  original  creation.  We 
stood  in  the  very  basement  room  where 
my  sisters  and  I  played  games  with  the 
MYF  on  Sunday  nights,  and  where  my 
Boy  Scout  troop  met  each  Thursday. 

A  great  deal  of  work  had  been  done  in 
the  old  building  to  keep  it  useful  and 
pleasant.  Behind  the  former  parsonage 
there  were  six  handsome  ducks  and 
geese  enjoying  a  nice  backyard  and  a 
little  wading  pool  put  there  for  them. 

I  thanked  my  benefactor  several  times 
for  allowing  me  to  see  the  old  church 
once  again.  All  my  pleasant  memories  of 
the  church  had  come  back  with  realistic 
force.  It  was  a  truly  thrilling  spiritual 
experience. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life  This  week's  contributor.  Kenyon  Al¬ 
brecht.  is  a  member  of  Walnut  Hill  UMC 
in  Dallas,  Texas  (North  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  66027 5,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275 


An  Urgent  Call  to  United  Methodists 


CRISIS ! 


Throughout  the  world,  our  Christian  colleagues  suffer  from  the 
devastating  effects  of  a  global  economic  crisis. 

—  In  Zaire,  severe  inflation  has  resulted  in  the  sudden  closure 
of  government  schools,  hospitals,  and  community  centers, 
and  the  government  has  turned  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Zaire  for  help. 

—  In  Bolivia,  the  inflation  rate  soared  to  an  incredible  22,000 
percent  in  1986,  causing  monthly  salaries  of  local  pastors 
to  drop  from  the  equivalent  of  $50  to  $10. 

—  The  Rev.  John  Blackie,  a  village  pastor  in  Liberia,  works 
without  pay  and  survives  on  one  meal  a  day. 

BISHOPS’  APPEAL 

FOR  PARTNER  CHURCHES  IN  CRISIS 

The  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Partner  Churches  in  Crisis  seeks  $9 
million  to  respond  to  these  needs. 

Give  generously,  this  Lent  or  at  some  other  appropriate  time. 
Designate  your  gift,  “Bishops’  Appeal  for  Partner  Churches  in 
Crisis,"  #010068-0. 

£ 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


For  United  States  and  overseas 


Board  recruits  mission  personnel 


A  total  of  280  new  missionaries  and 
1,000  volunteers  will  be  deployed  by  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  over 
the  next  two  years,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Randolph  W.  Nugent,  general  secretary. 
Stressing  the  importance  of  the  mission¬ 
ary  cadre,  he  said  that  nearly  200  men 
and  women  are  needed  for  international 
assignments  and  another  100  in  the  Unit¬ 


ed  States. 

Sounding  the  call  for  missionaries,  the 
mission  executive  said  that  more  than  80 
regular  missionaries  will  retire  in  1987- 
88.  In  addition  to  replacing  them,  the 
board  will  seek  another  100  missionaries 
for  new  posts  of  international  service. 
Among  these  new  missionaries  will  be 
Christians  from  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin 


America  who  may  serve  in  countries  oth¬ 
er  than  their  own. 

World  Program  Division  personnel 
needs  include  a  new  category  of  “en¬ 
ablers  in  evangelism”  who  will  receive 
subsistence  salaries  and  work  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  evangelistic  teams,  said  Dr.  Peg¬ 
gy  Billings,  deputy  general  secretary. 
Additional  opportunities  for  service  will 
be  offered  to  young  people.  Specialists 
will  be  recruited  for  ecumenical  projects 
such  as  communications  ministries,  stu¬ 
dent  programs  and  work  with  women 
and  children. 

The  dynamic  growth  of  many 
churches  overseas  has  resulted  in  a  need 
for  additional  mission  personnel,  includ¬ 
ing  U.S.  persons.  In  meetings  between 
the  World  Division  and  Third  World 
churches  on  three  continents,  both  auton¬ 
omous  churches  and  those  in  Central 
Conferences  directly  related  to  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  have  expressed  a 
need  for  missionaries  to  work  with  them. 

The  Mission  Personnel  Resources  Pro¬ 
gram  Department  is  working  with  350 
people  who  offer  a  variety  of  technical 
and  language  skills,  leadership  abilities 
and  life  experiences,  according  to  Jose¬ 
phine  Harris,  associate  general  secre¬ 


tary.  Nearly  all  are  from  the  United 
States.  They  range  in  age  from  the  early 
20s  to  the  mid-60s  and  represent  a  diver¬ 
sity  of  racial  backgrounds. 

In  addition  to  those  who  already  have 
applied  for  mission  service,  the  board 
will  actively  recruit  individuals  who 
have  professional  skills  in  medicine,  edu¬ 
cation,  evangelism  and  teaching  English 
as  a  second  language.  Medical  and  health 
personnel  most  needed  are  nurses,  mid¬ 
wives,  physicians  and  surgeons.  Often 
these  professionals  must  be  qualified  to 
teach.  Other  requests  for  missionaries 
are  in  the  areas  of  administration,  fi¬ 
nance,  agriculture,  technical  education, 
maintenance  and  aviation,  social  work, 
child  care  and  community  ministry. 

The  board  anticipates  a  need  for  1,000 
volunteers:  persons  who  can  serve  less 
than  a  year  and  are  able  to  pay  their  own 
expenses. 

For  further  information,  contact:  Mis¬ 
sion  Personnel  Resources,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Room  1470, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY 
10115. 

Adapted  from  "Meet  the  Press,"  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  December 
1986. 


“Then  they  laid 
their  hands  on 
them  and  they  re¬ 
ceived  the  Holy 
Spirit.”  (Acts  8:17, 
RSV)  The  laying  on 
of  hands  marked 
the  commissioning 
of  eight  persons  for 
mission  service  in 
the  United  States 
and  other  coun¬ 
tries.  The  commis¬ 
sioning  service  was 
part  of  the  October 
1986  meeting  of  the 
General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 
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ADMUCl 


THE  ADVANCE 

United  Methodist  Second-Mile  Giving 


(Jurglfts  help  mission  happen 
. .  .  ■ 

j  About  this  tabloid  j  The  Advance  program  is  for  everyone 


•:  This  tabloid  was  prepared  by  the  £ 

Division  of  Program  and  Benevo-  v 
£  lence  Interpretation,  United 
i;  Methodist  Communications,  in  coop-  £ 
£  eration  with  the  Mission  Education  £ 
$  and  Cultivation  Program  Depart-  £ 
£  ment,  General  Board  of  Global  Min-  £ 
£  istries.  Order  additional  copies  from  £ 
United  Methodist  Communications,  £ 
P.O.  Box  320,  Nashville,  TN  37202-  £ 
•:  0320.  The  cost  is  six  for  $1.50,  50  for  £ 
ij  $5, 100  for  $8, 1,000  for  $65.  £ 

•:  The  editors  of  this  tabloid  wel-  £ 

£  come  your  comments  and  concerns.  £ 
•:  Please  write  to  United  Methodist  * 
•:  Communications  at  the  Nashville  £ 
•:  address.  £ 

<  •> 
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By  BARBARA  DUNLAP-BERG 

“I  never  lose  an  opportunity  of  urging 
a  practical  beginning,  however  small, 
for  it  is  wonderful  how  often  in  such 
matters  the  mustard  seed  germinates 
and  roots  itself,”  wrote  English  nurse 
and  philanthropist  Florence  Nightingale 
in  “Health  Missionaries  for  Rural  India.” 

Although  her  words  were  penned  near¬ 
ly  a  century  ago,  she  could  have  been 
writing  about  the  Advance.  In  much  the 
same  way  as  the  proverbial  mustard 
seed,  small  gifts  to  the  Advance  can  reap 
big  results.  The  “seed”  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  provided  is  the  Ad¬ 
vance,  the  38-year-old  program  of  second 
mile  giving  to  missions  —  second  mile 
because  the  first  mile  in  benevolence 


giving  is  the  World  Service  Fund. 

For  several  reasons  the  Advance  has 
proven  increasingly  popular  among 
United  Methodists.  Consider,  for  exam¬ 
ple: 

•  The  Advance  is  designated  giving 
to  the  project(s)  of  one’s  choice. 

•  The  Advance  is  entirely  voluntary 
giving. 

•  The  Advance  is  100  percent  giving. 
Every  penny  of  a  contribution  goes 
to  the  designated  mission  project. 

•  The  Advance  creates  disciples  in 
partnership;  thus  United  Meth¬ 
odists  can  respond  to  human  needs 
at  home  and  around  the  world. 

Individuals,  local  churches  and  other 
groups  may  designate  their  contributions 
for  approved  projects  related  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  and  the  World  Program  divisions 
and  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  Program  Department  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Gifts 
also  may  go  toward  district  and  annual 
conference  Advance  Specials. 

For  local  church  and  annual  conference 
credit,  send  your  gifts  through  your  local 
church  treasurer.  Contributions  then  will 
be  forwarded  to  the  Advance  Treasurer, 
GCFA,  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1439, 
New  York,  NY  10115.  Be  sure  to  include 
the  project  name  and  code  number. 

Get  the  complete  story  in  “Partner¬ 
ship  in  Missions  1987-88:  Catalog  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Advance  Specials”  (#4706). 

For  personal,  immediate  help,  contact 
the  Advance  Office,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
Room  1316,  New  York,  NY  10115,  (212) 
870-3790.  Another  source  of  information 
is  your  jurisdictional  field  representa¬ 


tive:  North  Central  —  The  Rev.  Dwight 
S.  Busacca,  Epp  Hall,  10  E.  School  Ave., 
Room  4,  Naperville,  IL  60540,  (312)  357- 
0170;  Northeastern  —  Alice  M.  Trost,  1 
Diana  Place,  Troy,  NY  12180,  (518)  279- 
9009;  South  Central  —  The  Rev.  Kenneth 
McIntosh,  University  Park  United 
Methodist  Church,  4024  Caruth,  Dallas, 
TX  75225,  (214)  373-1554;  Southeastern  - 
The  Rev.  Harry  Newman,  159  Ralph 
McGill  Blvd.  N.E.,  Room  404,  Atlanta, 
GA  30365,  (404)  659-0002;  and  Western  — 
The  Rev.  David  H.  Blackburn,  625  Ham¬ 
ilton  Ave.,  Palo  Alto,  CA  94301,  (415)  321- 
0136. 


Biomedical  repair  technician  James 
Pettibone  (right)  repairs  hospital  equip¬ 
ment  at  Patan  Hospital  in  Nepal,  as  a 
student  apprentice  observes.  Pettibone 
works  with  four  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion  hospitals.  James  and  Elsie  Petti¬ 
bone  have  served  as  United  Methodist 
missionaries  to  Nepal  since  1978. 
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Advance  gifts  make  a  difference 


All  United  Methodist  churches  contrib¬ 
ute  to  denominational  mission  work 
through  their  World  Service  Fund  ap¬ 
portionments.  Many  congregations  go 
the  second  mile  through  Advance  giving 
to  projects  in  the  United  States  and  other 
countries.  And  members  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  share  through  their  Pledge 
to  Missions. 

But  only  10  percent  of  United 
Methodist  churches  have  gone  a  step  far¬ 
ther  by  supporting  national  and  overseas 
mission  personnel. 

In  recent  years,  the  cost  of  maintain¬ 
ing  a  U.S.  person  in  another  country  has 
skyrocketed.  In  1975,  the  average  annual 
expense  for  supporting  a  single  mission¬ 
ary  was  $10,175.  Today  that  figure  has 
nearly  doubled  to  $22,000  a  year  for  a 


single  missionary,  $44,000  annually  for  a 
missionary  family.  The  total  compensa¬ 
tion  may  include  housing,  travel,  medi¬ 
cal  insurance,  children’s  education, 
Social  Security  and  pensions,  and  indi¬ 
vidual  development  and  evaluation. 

Individuals,  congregations,  districts 
and  annual  conferences  can  help  close 
this  serious  financial  gap  by  contributing 
to  the  following  Advance  projects: 

World  Division  Missionaries 
(#000779-6  H-Z). 

Emerging  Personnel  Needs  (#008984- 
3  H-F). 

Emerging  Program  Needs  (#008986- 
5  H-T). 

Persons  in  Mission  (Nationals) 
(0007685-2  H-T). 
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Mission  reflections 


from  around  the  world 


India 

“I’m  fighting  for  the  people  who  have 
moved  onto  vacant  Methodist  property 
(in  Calcutta)  because  they  have  no  other 
place  to  live,”  explains  missionary 
Frances  Major,  who  works  with  the  Lee 
Memorial  Mission  in  Calcutta,  India.  “As 
the  United  States  celebrates  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty, 
with  her  arms  open  to  the  homeless,  do 
we  realize  the  magnitude  of  homeless¬ 
ness?  What  is  our  message  to  them?” 

Japan 

Betty  Swain,  missionary  to  Tokyo,  be¬ 
lieves  that  operating  a  shelter  for  ex¬ 
ploited  and  stranded  Asian  women  “is 
evangelism.”  These  women  are  (consid¬ 
ered)  the  very  least,  on  the  bottom  of  the 
ladder.  We  provide  them  clothing,  food, 
legal  and  other  assistance  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  our  Lord.  The  center  is  identified 
as  church  women  at  work.” 

Mexico 

“A  volunteer-in-mission  experience  is  al¬ 
ways  so  much  more  than  just  physical  la¬ 
bor,  valuable  and  appreciated  though 
that  is,”  says  missionary  Marianne 
Hutchinson.  “It  is  the  joy  of  shared  love 
for  Jesus  Christ,  expressed  in  worship 
and  fellowship  across  cultural  and  lan¬ 
guage  barriers,  recognizing  the  vital  role 
each  of  us  has  within  the  body  of  Christ.” 

She  recalls  impressions  of  visits  to  51 
churches  and  missions  across  Mexico.  “It 
was  an  inspiring  and  humbling  experi¬ 
ence  to  see  the  extent  of  local  involve¬ 
ment  and  great  efforts  made  to  meet 
many  needs.  At  a  church  in  Nuevo  Lare¬ 
do,  we  saw  unemployed  youth  working 
voluntarily  with  the  pastor  to  put  the 
ceiling  in  the  parsonage.  At  a  Tamauli- 
pas  mission,  women  were  selling  tama¬ 
les  to  raise  funds  to  complete  the  wooden 
slat  building  on  which  the  men  were 
working  in  a  village  established  on  a  for¬ 
mer  garbage  dump.  In  Tampico,  the 
young  pastor,  his  own  church  yet  unfin¬ 
ished,  had  established  a  mission  in  a  pop¬ 
ulous  but  far  outlying  area.” 

Marianne  Hutchinson  is  a  missionary 
serving  in  Monterrey,  Mexico. 

Nicaragua 

It’s  a  family  affair  for  United 
Methodist  missionaries  Howard  and  Peg¬ 
gy  Heiner  and  their  son  Dan  Heiner, 
daughter-in-law  Janet  Ross-Heiner  and 
granddaughter  Heidi.  Last  October,  Dan, 
Janet  and  Heidi  went  to  Managua,  Nica¬ 
ragua,  to  work  with  the  Evangelical 
Committee  for  Relief  and  Development 
of  the  Churches  in  Nicaragua  (CEP AD). 
In  January,  Howard  and  Dan  began  help¬ 
ing  the  Nicaraguan  Forestry  Service  cre¬ 
ate  a  fire  protection  system  and  promote 
reforestation  projects  in  western  Nicara¬ 
gua.  Peggy  is  CEPAD’s  program  coordi¬ 
nator  for  international  visitors,  and 
Janet  is  participating  in  the  committee’s 
family  and  community  ministry. 

Panama 

“The  church  in  Panama  faces  a  formi¬ 
dable  challenge  as  it  seeks  to  meet  the 
physical  and  spiritual  needs  of  the  multi- 


“United  Methodists  are  by  tradition  peo¬ 
ple  in  mission.  While  responding  with  un¬ 
precedented  generosity  to  the  African 
famine,  they  continue  to  support  thou¬ 
sands  of  other  mission  programs.  A 
great  current  need  is  more  support  for 
mission  personnel  —  national  and  over¬ 
seas.” 

—  Betty  Thompson 
Associate  general  secretary, 
Mission  Education  and  Cultiva¬ 
tion  Program  Department, 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


tudes,”  reports  the  Rev.  Rhett  J.  Thomp¬ 
son,  a  missionary  to  Panama.  “The 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church  of  Pana¬ 
ma  is  a  poor,  tiny  and  struggling  church, 
but  I  have  witnessed  the  desire  of  these 
Methodists  to  reach  out  into  their  com¬ 
munities  in  a  ministry  with  both  physical 
and  spiritual  dimensions.  In  Bongo,  ac¬ 
cessible  only  by  four-wheel  drive  (vehi¬ 
cle)  or  on  foot,  the  church  —  with  the 
help  of  volunteers  in  mission  from  Ten¬ 
nessee  —  constructed  the  first  health 
clinic  the  community  has  ever  had. 

“It  is  a  real  privilege  to  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  work  with  these  fellow 
Christians,”  Thompson  says. 

Uruguay 

“The  need  for  the  transforming  power 
of  God’s  love  is  so  evident  in  our  lives 
and  in  the  lives  of  those  around  us,” 
write  the  Rev.  Barbara  J.  Phifer  and  the 
Rev.  David  Swofford,  missionaries  to 
Montevideo,  Uruguay.  “There  is  poverty 
here  that  was  unimaginable  to  us  ....  We 
are  learning  again  what  it  means  to  be 
part  of  Christ’s  church  as  we  are  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  pain  and  suffering  of 
these,  Jesus’  children.” 


Guest  editorial 

United  by  the  gospel 

By  H.  CLAUDE  YOUNG  JR. 

Several  years  ago  “The  Upper  Room,”  the  widely  used  daily  devotional  guide 
published  by  The  United  Methodist  Church,  invited  me  to  Jamaica  where  the 
magazine  was  honoring  its  French  language  editor  who  lived  in  the  Caribbean. 
The  award  ceremony  took  place  in  a  fashionable  hotel  in  Kingston. 

My  responsibility  one  morning  was  to  meet  Bishop  W.  Maynard  Sparks,  who 
had  come  into  The  United  Methodist  Church  from  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  heritage  and  was  then  serving  in  the  Western  Jurisdiction.  I  never  had 
met  him  and  had  no  idea  what  he  looked  like. 

At  the  proper  time  I  went  to  the  lobby.  Alas,  I  could  find  no  one  who 
appeared  to  be  a  bishop.  As  I  searched  for  the  house  phone  to  call  Bishop 
Sparks’  room,  I  passed  a  shoeshine  stand.  What  I  saw  was  startling. 

Seated  on  the  floor  beside  the  stand  was  a  Jamaican  teenager  with  a  brush  in 
one  hand  and  a  can  of  shoe  polish  in  the  other.  Opposite  him,  also  sitting  on  the 
floor,  enthusiastically  talking  with  the  youth  was  a  rather  portly,  well-groomed 
man,  immaculately  dressed  in  a  freshly  pressed  black  suit,  spotless  white  shirt 
and  conservative  tie. 

I  moved  closer.  This  was  the  bishop,  sitting  on  the  floor  of  a  hotel  lobby, 
talking  with  a  teenager  about  Jesus!  Here  were  two  people  from  entirely 
different  worlds  brought  together  by  the  gospel  of  our  Lord.  Here  was  the 
gospel  in  action. 

Call  it  mission.  Call  it  evangelism.  Call  it  whatever  you  will,  but  remember 
the  picture  and  let  it  be  an  example. 

Editor's  note:  The  above  account  ("The  Bishop  and  the  Shoeshine  Boy") 
appeared  in  “ Proclaiming  God's  Grace  and  Glory:  Mission  Stories  for  Today," 
published  in  1979  by  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Retired  Bishop  W. 
Maynard  Sparks  resides  in  Sacramento,  Calif. 


Missionary  cites  growth  of  church  in  Mozambique 


“Many  (people) 
arose  early  to  sing 
their  faith  in 
Christ’s  Resurrec¬ 
tion  along  the  city 
streets.  When  the 
Rev.  Cesar  Pongo 
was  questioned  as 
to  why  he  had  sent 
his  members  out 
thus  before  sunrise, 
Mary  Jean  Tennant  he  explained  that 
they  were  not  sent  by  him,  but  went  on 
their  own  —  announcing  anew  the  trium¬ 
phant  truth  that  Jesus  Christ  arose  from 
the  dead!” 

Recalling  the  1986  Easter  celebration 
at  Inhambane  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Mozambique,  missionary  Mary  Jean 
Tennant  noted  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
church  in  that  southeast  African  country. 

“The  large  city  church,”  she  added, 
“was  overflowing  . . .  and  the  thank  of¬ 
fering  (the  largest)  in  the  church’s  histo¬ 
ry.” 

Commissioned  as  a  missionary  in  1948, 


Tennant’s  first  assignment  in  Mozam¬ 
bique  was  at  the  Hartzell  School,  a  com¬ 
bination  boarding  facility  for  girls  and 
coeducational  elementary  school. 

Today  she  is  based  at  the  Central  Of¬ 
fice  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Maputo.  She  serves  as  a  counselor  for 
United  Methodist  Women  and  as  a  corre¬ 
spondent,  maintaining  contact  between 
the  churches  in  Mozambique  and  those  in 
the  United  States  and  other  countries. 
She  has  worked  with  the  family  training 
program  of  the  Cambine  Bible  School, 
teaching  and  helping  the  people  to  meet 
a  variety  of  needs.  The  curriculum  in¬ 
cludes  lay  leader  and  theological  courses. 
The  students  are  involved  in  practical 
experiences  in  the  parish  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  area  as  leaders  and  assistant 
pastors. 

Tennant  considers  her  call  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  field  a  privilege.  She  emphasizes  the 
importance  of  a  Christian  witness  in  this 
land  troubled  by  drought  and  famine,  ex¬ 
treme  poverty  and  illiteracy.  Two  minis¬ 
tries  in  which  she  plays  key  roles  are  the 
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Stanley  E.  Moore,  a  former  missionary  to  Chile,  is  a  mission  interpreter-in-resi- 
dence  in  the  North  Central  Jurisdiction.  Involved  in  United  Methodist  mission  work 
since  1958,  he  focused  on  rural  development  in  this  South  American  country.  In  this 
photograph,  Moore  (second  from  right)  and  Chilean  farmers  discuss  agricultural 


Christian  Council  of  Mozambique  (CCM) 
and  the  United  Methodist  Center  for  Ru¬ 
ral  and  Industrial  Development  (CEMU- 
DRI). 

The  CCM  coordinates  and  distributes 
food  and  other  relief  aid  to  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  persons  affected  by  famine. 
In  September  1985,  the  council  began  a 
feeding  program  for  33,500  people  in  In¬ 
hambane.  Although  the  CCM’s  relief 
work  is  ongoing,  it  has  moved  toward  an 
emphasis  on  training  projects,  agricul¬ 
tural  and  water  development,  income- 
generating  programs,  health  and 
education. 

CEMUDRI  operates  three  major  pro¬ 
grams.  “Butchershop  in  the  Backyard” 
teaches  livestock  care,  using  local  mate¬ 
rials,  to  allow  persons  to  provide  their 
own  food  and  a  means  of  income. 
Through  the  appropriate  technology  pro¬ 
gram,  people  acquire  technical  skills  for 
food  conservation,  furniture  making, 
small-scale  home  industries,  well  dig¬ 
ging,  low-cost  pump  installation  and  wa¬ 
ter  purification.  The  agricultural 
program  offers  training  courses  in  plow¬ 
ing,  planting,  harvesting,  pest-  and  dis¬ 
ease-control,  and  soil  conservation,  as 
well  as  cooking  instruction  for  improved 
nutrition. 

Since  Mozambique  gained  indepen¬ 
dence  from  Portugal  in  1975,  Tennant 
has  been  the  only  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  assigned  to  that  country.  As  a  re¬ 
sult  of  recent  discussions  between  the 
Mozambique  government  and  the  Mo¬ 
zambique  Annual  Conference,  however, 
additional  personnel  are  being  invited  to 
Mozambique. 

“Regardless  of  ideology,”  said  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer  Chadraque  Mujongue, 
“the  people  still  hurt  and  still  have 
needs.  The  government  has  seen  that  it  is 
not  possible  to  extinguish  the  church.  It 
has  seen  that  (the  church  and  the  govern¬ 
ment)  can  even  work  hand  in  hand.” 

Tennant  quoted  Bishop  Almeida  Peni- 
cela:  “We  know  that  if  there  is  to  be  true 
peace,  there  must  be  conversion  of  indi¬ 
viduals  through  Christ  to  God  and  trans¬ 
formation  of  the  society.  We  are  making 
extended  effort  to  bring  souls  to  Christ, 
the  Prince  of  Peace. 

"We  are  very  grateful  to  our  brothers 
and  sisters,  who  are  supporting  us  by 
prayers  and  gifts,  . . .  and  sharing  in  our 
projects  in  order  to  contribute  to  peace 
—  shalom  —  among  us.” 
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Lay  couple  ministers 
at  Red  Bird  Mission 
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United  Methodist  missionaries  Robert  and  Hazel  Buckner  serve  through  the  United 
Mission  to  Nepal.  In  this  photograph,  Robert  (right)  visits  villagers  in  a  remote  area. 
His  chief  task  is  to  work  with  local  residents  to  construct  primary  health  care 
facilities.  Hazel  (not  shown)  wears  two  hats  —  as  mail  clerk  at  mission  headquarters 
and  librarian  for  a  nurses  training  program. 


The  Advance  and  National  Mission  Workers 


Editor's  note:  Since  1983,  Alan  and  Sue 
Beuscher  have  served  with  the  Red  Bird 
Mission  Inc.  and  the  Hazard-Perry  Coun¬ 
ty  Community  Ministries  in  Kentucky. 
He  is  a  community  developer.  She  is 
bookkeeper  for  the  Combs  (Ky.)  United 
Methodist  Church’s  day-care  center  and 
coordinator  of  children's  activities  at  the 
Lothair  (Ky.)  United  Methodist  Church. 
Reprinted  below  are  edited  excerpts 
from  their  December  1 986  letter. 

Dear  Friends  in  Christ, 

“Joy  to  the  world!  the  Lord  is  come.” 
Although  I  have  used  this  verse  before  in 
Christmas  letters,  its  truth  never  ceases 
to  amaze  me.  The  Lord  continually 
makes  his  presence  known  to  us  in  new 
and  richer  ways  when  we  keep  our  hearts 
open  to  him.  Thank  you  for  sharing  your 
hearts  with  us  through  your  support. 


Serving  Christ  at  home 


Varieties  of  mission  service 
From  Alabama  to  Alaska,  committed 
Christians  are  strengthening  the  church 
by  serving  as  National  Mission  Workers 
in  education,  agriculture,  community  de¬ 
velopment,  medical  work,  church 


“During  the  summer  I  work  with 
Western  Ozark  Lakes  Ministry  su¬ 
pervising  five  chaplains  ...  It  sounds 
like  easy  work,  but  (the  chaplains) 
find  themselves  ministering  to  many 
families  with  very  serious  problems. 
Our  work  is  to  say  that  the  church 
cares  and  is  a  place  where  people 
can  find  love  and  support.” 

—  Donna  K.  Campbell 
Church  and  community 
worker,  Warsaw,  Mo. 


V 


growth,  leadership  development  and  oth¬ 
er  ways: 

One  National  Mission  Worker  has 
helped  set  up  a  computer  learning  center 
where  single-parent  young  women,  be¬ 
tween  16  and  21  years  of  age,  learn  occu¬ 
pations  that  will  allow  them  to  become 
wage-earning  heads  of  households. 

Another  worker,  who  believes  the  an¬ 
swers  to  poverty  and  hurt  lie  in  Jesus’ 
redemptive  love,  helped  open  a  shelter 
for  battered  women  and  abused  children. 
It  was  such  a  needed  breakthrough  that 
it  became  a  model  for  another  shelter 
opened  by  the  United  Way. 

During  the  short  break  from  college,  two 
volunteer  workers  at  a  community  cen¬ 
ter  conducted  a  neighborhood  survey  and 
treated  a  group  of  children  to  a  field  trip 
and  lunch.  After  they  returned  to  school, 
the  community  center  received  two  let¬ 
ters:  one  from  the  volunteers  thanking 
those  at  the  center  for  teaching  the  vol¬ 
unteers  about  God  and  themselves,  and 
another  from  a  friend  of  theirs  who’d 
caught  their  excitement  upon  their  re¬ 
turn  and  who  wanted  to  volunteer  her 
services. 

Some  National  Mission  Workers  man¬ 
age  the  livestock,  timber,  greenhouse 
and  orchard  enterprises  at  a  church-run 
settlement  as  well  as  assist  residents  in 
improving  agricultural  production  and 
family  income. 

And  one  enterprising  person  showed 


inner-city  youths  how  they  could  go  into 
business  for  themselves  by  arranging 
with  large  companies  to  round  up  all 
their  old  newspapers,  used  soft  drink  bot¬ 
tles  and  computer  paper,  which  the  en¬ 
trepreneurs  then  sold  back  to 
manufacturers  for  recycling. 

Categories  of 
National  Mission  Workers 

Home  Missionaries  may  be  lay  or  or¬ 
dained  persons  who  are  involved  in  a  Na- 
tional  Program  Division-related 
community  ministry  in  such  fields  as 
education,  health,  local  church  and  oth¬ 
ers.  They  are  commissioned  by  a  bishop 
and  are  appointed  annually  to  their  posi¬ 


“An  exciting  offering  project  took 
place  this  year.  The  boys  and  girls 
were  concerned  when  they  heard  so 
much  about  the  farmers’  problems 
that  they  decided  to  give  20  percent 
of  one  quarter’s  offering  to  the  farm¬ 
ers  in  Minnesota.  These  farmers 
were  the  same  ones  who  held  a  work 
camp  here  five  years  ago  to  help  fix 
up  Joy  Center.  Valentines  were 
made  and  sent  along  with  letters  of 
encouragement.  It  was  our  turn  to 
give  back  some  of  the  blessings  God 
had  so  graciously  given  to  us!” 

—  Chris  and  Thom  Denman 
Lay  missioners, 

Big  Creek,  Ky. 


mitment  in  the  ministry.  They  serve  two- 
year  terms  at  subsistence  allowance. 

International  Missioners,  such  as  the 
new  Korean  Missioners,  come  to  the 
United  States  from  abroad  and  help  per¬ 
sons  from  their  country  who  are  here  to 
overcome  the  problems  that  stem  from 
language  and  the  limited  number  of  eth¬ 
nic  ministers. 


"The  latest  statistics  show  that  the 
average  annual  income  here  in  Rio 
Arriba  County  is  still  only  $6,832  and 
that  20  percent  of  our  population  is 
on  food  stamps.  In  this  setting,  Jesus 
has  called  us  to  proclaim  his  good 
news  and  to  show  that  through  the 
work  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  Christians  are  concerned 
about  human  need.” 

—  The  Rev.  Dennis  D.  and 
"Dee  Dee”  Heffner 
Home  missionaries,  McCurdy  and 
EspaiLola  Valley  Ministries, 
Espanola,  N.M. 
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tions  by  the  National  Division. 

Church  and  Community  Workers  as¬ 
sist  local  churches  and  organizations  in 
caring  for  those  who  are  economically 
disadvantaged,  handicapped,  disaster 
victims,  refugees  and  others  who  are  suf¬ 
fering  and  powerless. 

Deaconesses  are  lay  women  who,  like 
Phoebe  (Romans  6:1),  have  committed 
themselves  to  a  lifetime  of  service 
through  the  church.  Commissioned  by  a 
bishop,  their  particular  ministries  with 
National  Division  projects  are  in  social 
service  institutions  and  outreach  minis¬ 
tries  in  areas  of  human  need. 

Community  Developers  serve  in  the 
communities  in  which  they  live  and  work 
directly  with  ethnic  minorities  on  prob¬ 
lems  of  poverty,  discrimination  and  em¬ 
powerment. 

US-2s  are  young  adults  between  the 
ages  of  20-30  who  serve  in  church-related 
vocations,  primarily  in  economically  de¬ 
prived  areas  around  the  country,  while  in 
the  process  of  considering  a  career  com- 


Heads  of  national  mission  institutions 
are  the  administrators  of  hospitals,  com¬ 
munity  centers,  schools,  colleges  and 
child-care  centers  that  are  related  to  the 
National  Division. 

Lay  Missioners  enable  missionary 
conferences  and  ministries  geared  to 
ethnic  language  members  to  serve  the 
people  even  though  there  may  be  few  re¬ 
sources  or  little  money. 

Volunteers  in  Mission  are  persons 
whose  particular  expertise  or  general 
willingness  enables  local  churches  and 
agencies  to  meet  many  of  the  needs  they 
may  not  otherwise  be  able  to  afford  be¬ 
cause  of  limited  budgets. 


Our  work  continues  to  challenge  and 
reward  us.  We  are  thankful  for  the  way 
in  which  the  day-care  ministry  has  devel¬ 
oped  over  the  past  year.  During  a  Christ¬ 
mas  dinner  recently,  five  local  staff 
women  received  “fruit  of  the  Spirit” 
awards,  signifying  how  each  has  grown 
in  character.  I  keep  busy  with  our  emer¬ 
gency  food  pantry  and  the  programs  at 
the  Combs  Youth  Center,  which  recently 
became  a  county  learning  facility  for 
children  with  hearing  impairments. 

This  fall  has  been  a  time  of  growth  for 
the  Lothair  Church.  The  pastor  baptized 


ALMNCE 


five  persons  at  the  river;  all  are  complet¬ 
ing  membership  classes.  One  of  the  most 
exciting  things  I  ever  witnessed,  howev¬ 
er,  was  the  baptism  of  an  87-year-old 
man  who  for  years  had  said  he  would 
never  become  a  Christian. 

We  have  much  for  which  to  be  thank¬ 
ful  at  this  special  time  of  the  year.  God 
bless  you  for  allowing  us  the  privilege  to 
serve  at  Red  Bird! 

Love  in  Christ, 

Alan  Beuscher 

(for  Sue,  Rachel  and  Kate) 

Tyrand  Cooperative 
Ministries  serves 
West  Virginians 

Editor's  note:  Deaconess  Grace  I£stel 
has  been  a  community  worker  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  New  Hampshire,  New  York, 
Pennsylvania  and  Wisconsin.  Currently 
she  is  involved  with  Tyrand  Cooperative 
Ministries  in  Huttonsville,  W.Va.  The 
edited  message  below  was  taken  from 
her  November  1986  letter. 

Dear  Friends, 

In  Tyrand  Cooperative  Ministries,  we 
have  15  United  Methodist  congregations, 
five  Presbyterian  churches  and  a  Catho¬ 
lic  retreat  center.  We  are  located  in  the 
beautiful  Tygart  Valley.  Employment 
opportunities  here  are  very  limited. 

Our  programs  include  a  used  clothing 
store,  a  food  pantry  which  has  provided 
more  than  13,000  meals  this  year,  a  fuel 
assistance  project  and  a  literacy  minis¬ 
try.  We  also  organize  work  camps  for  lo¬ 
cal  youth  to  repair  and  build  houses.  The 
"Christmas  store”  volunteers  are  work¬ 
ing  hard  to  get  funds  to  buy  toys  and 
clothing  for  400  children.  Each  local 
church  donates  hundreds  of  hours. 

Tyrand  Cooperative  Ministries  offers 
a  listening  ear  when  people  hurt  and  a 
helping  hand  when  we  can  help! 

Sincerely, 
Grace  Estel 


Missionary  candidates  await  placement 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  Sixty-one  per- 
sons  were  approved  here  as  candidates 
for  missionary  service  with  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  bringing  to 
123  the  number  of  individuals  available 
for  mission  assignment. 

Matching  each  candidate  with  the  right 
job  is  a  complex  process,  according  to  Jo¬ 
sephine  Harris,  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  for  the  board’s  Mission  Personnel 
Resources  Program  Department. 

During  a  service  Oct.  23, 1986,  the  board 
commissioned  eight  persons  for  work  in 
the  United  States  and  other  countries.  The 


board  also  “recognized”  placement  since 
spring  1986  of  two  church  and  community 
workers;  18  US-2s;  eight  persons  with  ecu¬ 
menical  assignments,  two  missionary  as¬ 
sociates;  two  mission  interns;  four 
deaconesses  and  home  missionaries;  and 
seven  persons  commissioned  at  other  lo¬ 
cations  for  service  in  Indonesia,  Kenya, 
Nigeria  and  Zaire. 

In  addition,  Harris  reported  that  45 
candidates  for  short-term  volunteers-in- 
mission  assignments  are  awaiting  place¬ 
ment,  and  another  229  applicants  are  at 
various  stages  in  the  process. 
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Brazil's  poor  find  hope 
at  community  center 


By  PAULA  C.  WATSON 

The  Rocinha  Community  Center  and 
church  are  located  in  Brazil’s  largest 
slum  on  a  mountainside  overlooking  Rio 
de  Janeiro.  About  200,000  people  —  mostly 
women  and  children  —  live  in  the  Ro¬ 
cinha  slum.  Except  for  one  winding, 
bumpy  road,  there  are  no  streets  or  side¬ 
walks.  One  sees  only  congested,  substan¬ 
dard  housing;  unpaved  walkways; 
garbage;  and  open  sewage  ditches.  Most 
of  the  250  slums  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  have 
similar  conditions. 

Many  inhabitants  have  migrated  from 
the  drought-ridden  rural  areas  of  north¬ 
eastern  Brazil  and  are  not  prepared  for 
urban  jobs.  Many  families  are  headed  by 
women  who  must  work  in  order  to  sup¬ 
port  their  children. 

Children  must  do  adult  chores.  They 
have  neither  the  time  nor  the  space  to 
play. 

The  one  public  school  in  the  area 
serves  the  educational  needs  of  about  20 
percent  of  the  children. 

The  community  center  and  church  are 
served  by  a  United  Methodist  missionary 
couple,  the  Rev.  James  E.  “Edwin”  and 
Nancy  Tims,  who  have  been  in  Brazil 
since  1957.  When  the  Timses  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  Rocinha  Church  in  1979,  there 
were  about  35  members,  and  the  congre¬ 
gation  was  not  involved  in  the  communi¬ 
ty.  The  large  sanctuary  needed  major 
renovation.  The  windows  were  broken. 
The  church  was  open  only  two  nights  a 
week  and  Sundays. 

Since  the  couple’s  arrival,  however, 
the  congregation  has  grown  to  almost 
100  members.  A  program  of  Christian 
nurture  and  family  orientation  is  thriv¬ 
ing.  The  building  has  been  painted  inside 
and  out,  and  new  lighting  has  been  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  sanctuary.  The  worship 
services  draw  many  newcomers. 

Except  for  Mondays,  there  is  usually  a 
service  at  the  church  or  in  a  home  every 
night  of  the  week.  “My  neighbors  won’t 
go  down  the  hill  to  church,  but  they  will 
come  to  my  house,”  one  member  had 
said.  “So,  preacher,  why  don’t  we  bring 
the  church  up  here?” 

The  church  is  working  with  communi¬ 
ty  groups  to  change  lives.  During  the 
first  year  the  Timses  spent  in  Rocinha,  a 
day-care  center  was  opened.  A  woman  in 
the  community  had  four  children;  the  el¬ 
dest  was  5  years  old.  The  mother  worked 
to  support  her  family  and  locked  the 
children  in  the  house  during  the  day. 
Matches  were  hidden  so  that  the  children 
could  not  start  a  fire.  The  5-year-old 
changed  the  babies’  diapers.  They  ate 
cold  food  while  their  mother  was  working. 

Those  four  children  were  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  day-care  program  that  has 
grown  to  include  130  children,  with  an 
equivalent  number  on  a  waiting  list.  The 
program  provides  supervised  care  and 
three  meals  a  day  for  children  ages  2 
through  7.  The  workers  are  from  the 
community  and  earn  approximately  $50 
a  month.  In  addition,  many  persons  vol¬ 
unteer  their  services. 

The  community  center,  adjoining  the 
church,  was  completed  in  1985.  As  plans 
were  being  drawn  for  the  new  building, 
the  people  were  asked  what  they  needed 
most.  Eight-year-old  Eliane  answered: 
“A  safe  place  to  play,  where  I  won’t  be  in 
danger  of  street  fights  or  stray  bullets.” 
Today  Eliane  enjoys  her  “safe  place” 
along  with  more  than  400  other  children 
who  have  nicknamed  the  center’s  gym- 


“Mission  becomes  our  response  in  grati¬ 
tude  to  the  vision  of  God,  who  chooses  us, 
graciously  claims  us  and  grants  us  the 
right  to  participate  in  God’s  mission 
through  Christ.” 

—  Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons 
Ohio  West  Area 


nasium  "a  little  piece  of  heaven.” 

When  the  day-care  center  closes  for 
the  day,  the  staff  works  with  the  “street 
children”  in  a  sports  program  of  soccer, 
volleyball  and  handball.  Through  sports, 
the  children  also  are  taught  discipline, 
responsibility,  self-worth,  personal  pride 
and  Christian  values.  Parents  are  visited 
at  home  and  are  invited  to  become  vol¬ 
unteers  in  the  program. 

The  center  offers  adult  courses  in  lit¬ 
eracy  and  preparation  for  the  general 
equivalency  diploma.  Job  training  is 
available  in  sewing,  cooking,  doll-mak¬ 
ing  and  silk-screening.  Classes  in  auto  re¬ 
pair,  carpentry  and  electrical  work  will 
be  added  soon. 

Each  program  is  determined  by  adults 
and  children  in  the  community. 

Through  the  Rocinha  Community  Cen¬ 
ter  and  church,  persons  are  learning  that 
Christ’s  redeeming  love  can  bring  free¬ 
dom  from  poverty  and  oppression. 

Paula  C.  Watson  is  a  field  consultant  for 
the  Division  of  Program  and  Benevo¬ 
lence  Interpretation,  United  Methodist 
Communications.  She  works  with  the 
North  Region  of  the  United  States.  She 
recently  participated  in  a  mission  trip  to 
Brazil. 


PHOTO  BY  JOHN  C.  GOODWIN 

The  Rev.  Roy  H.  May  Jr.  and  the  Rev.  Janet  May,  United  Methodist  missionaries 
since  1973,  serve  in  Bolivia  and  Costa  Rica.  Roy  works  in  the  social  service  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church,  Bolivia.  His  specialties  include  rural  de¬ 
velopment,  community  planning  and  leadership  training.  Janet  directs  Christian 
education  programs  for  Bolivian  Methodists.  In  this  photograph,  Roy  (right)  con¬ 
ducts  a  worship  service. 


Through  Four  Corners  ministry 

Navajo  hear  the  good  news 


Editor's  note:  The  Rev.  David  C.  and 
Patricia  A.  Warden  are  national  mission 
workers  with  the  Four  Corners  Native 
American  Ministries  in  Shiprock,  N.M. 
He  serves  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  located  on  the  Navajo  Reserva¬ 
tion.  She  directs  the  choir  and  works 
with  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
and  United  Methodist  Women  groups. 
The  congregation  is  85  percent  Navajo. 
Assistant  Pastor  Fred  Yazzu  conducts  a 
Navajo-language  worship  service  each 
Sunday.  The  Navajo  tribe,  numbering 
200,000  is  the  largest  in  the  United 
States.  Reprinted  below  are  edited  por¬ 
tions  of  an  April-May  1986  newsletter 
from  the  Wardens. 

Dear  Partners  in  Mission, 

We  are  “thankful  for  your  partnership 
in  the  gospel.”  (Philippians  1:5,  RSV) 
Many  of  you  have  taken  part  in  Christ’s 
work  among  the  Navaho  people.  You 
have  been  partners  in  mission  with  us 
through  your  prayers,  gifts,  encourage¬ 
ment  and  work  teams. 

Helping  hands  across  the  nation 

The  Olijato  Independent  Church  was 


reaching  out  for  help.  Cecil  Parrish,  the 
congregation’s  leader,  had  become  a 
Christian  only  seven  years  earlier.  He 
had  started  with  a  small  group  of  Chris¬ 
tians  who  met  in  his  home.  The  people 
wanted  to  build  a  church  facility  and  be¬ 
gan  collecting  funds.  In  time,  they  fin¬ 
ished  their  first  building,  but  the 
congregation  was  not  growing.  After 
meeting  with  the  Rev.  Paul  N.  West,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Four  Corners  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  Ministries,  an  agreement  was  drawn 
up,  and  Parrish  applied  to  the  tribe  for  a 
mission  site  lease  for  a  United  Methodist 
church. 

Shiprock  news : 

Active  youth  have  fun 
The  youth  group  enjoyed  decorating 
Valentine  cookies  to  be  delivered  to 
“special  friends.”  In  March,  they  raised 
$40  for  the  church  building  fund  and  con¬ 
ducted  an  Easter  egg  hunt  for  the  chil¬ 
dren.  In  April  they  began  having  drills  on 
the  Bible  as  a  regular  part  of  their  week¬ 
ly  meetings,  and  in  May  they  made 
Mother’s  Day  bulletiris.  Once  a  month,  a 
youth  representative  participates  in  the 


morning  worship  service.  Attendance  av¬ 
erages  11  persons,  ages  10-16. 

A  home  for  women 
and  children 

Dedication  day  arrived  at  the  home 
for  women  and  children.  Bedroom  furni¬ 
ture  was  moved  in,  sinks  and  bathrooms 
cleaned  and  floors  scrubbed.  Dr.  Ira 
Gallaway,  pastor  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Peoria,  Ill.,  was 
guest  speaker,  and  dignitaries  from  the 
Navajo  Tribal  Office  and  the  Office  of 
Navajo  Women  were  present.  Today,  the 
home  has  34  beds. 

We  continue  to  need  your  prayers  for 
the  spread  of  God’s  good  news.  Pray  for 
the  Navajo  nation,  for  the  Christian  lay- 
people,  for  us  pastors!  We  appreciate 
your  gifts  to  carry  on  Christ’s  ministry  in 
Shiprock,  Window  Rock,  Bistahi,  Dowoz- 
hiibikooh,  Olijato  and  Tse’lani.  Know 
that  we  are  grateful  for  your  partner¬ 
ship. 

Love  in  Christ, 

David  and  Patricia  Warden 


Advance  Special 


project  numbers 


Smiles  are  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  1986  class  of  US-2s.  US-2s  are  persons 
between  the  ages  of  20  and  30  who  serve  in  church-related  vocations,  primarily  in 
economically  deprived  areas  of  the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico.  The  experience 
offers  the  opportunity  to  consider  making  a  career  commitment  in  ministry.  US-2s 
serve  two-year  terms  and  receive  a  subsistence  allowance. 


NATIONAL  MISSION  WORKERS 

BASIC  SUPPORT . 982597-0 

Support  for  home  missionaries,  dea¬ 
conesses,  church  community  workers, 
US-2s,  international  missioners,  commu¬ 
nity  developers. 

$3  million  per  year 
NATIONAL  MISSION  WORKERS: 

NEW  AND  EMERGING 
MINISTRIES  982601-7 

To  respond  to  new  opportunities  for 
mission  such  as  volunteers  in  mission, 
and  utilize  resources  of  volunteers. 

$100,000  per  year 

NATIONAL  MISSION  WORKERS: 
ORIENTATION  AND 
TRAINING  982599-2 

To  provide  skills  to  National  Division- 
related  project  workers  for  work  with 
community  issues  and  leadership  devel¬ 
opment. 

$100,000  per  year 


FEBRUARY  27,  1987 

‘Catch  the 

By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

District  superintendents  across  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  to  receive  a  videotape  ap¬ 
peal  this  week  for  their  help  in  raising  funds  to 
keep  the  denomination’s  weekly  television  show, 
"Catch  the  Spirit,”  available  to  a  major  portion 
of  its  viewing  audience. 

United  Methodist  Communications  officials 
announced  Feb.  17  that  “Catch  the  Spirit"  would 
be  removed  from  the  Christian  Broadcasting 
Network  in  May.  The  program  would  resume  on 
that  network  next  fall  only  if  adequate  funding 
becomes  available. 

CBN,  costing  $4,000  per  week,  claims  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  32  million  housholds  and  is  the  largest 
distributor  of  "Catch  the  Spirit,”  said  the  Rev. 
Keith  E.  Muhleman,  director  of  telecommunica¬ 
tions  for  the  communications  agency. 

"Anticipated  income  from  ‘second-mile’ 
World  Service  Special  Gifts  to  cover  network 
[distribution]  costs  has  not  yet  been  realized,” 
said  Roger  L.  Burgess,  chief  executive  of  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

World  Service  Special  Gifts  provide  the  mon¬ 
ey  to  distribute  the  show  on  five  cable  networks, 

Mr.  Muhleman  said. 

Last  year  only  $50,000  was  contributed  for 
that  purpose,  he  said.  Costs  ran  close  to  $400,000. 

Four  smaller  networks  will  continue  to  carry 
the  UM  show,  Mr.  Muhleman  said.  They  are  the 
Black  Entertainment  Television,  Catholic  Tele- 
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Spirit’  faces  loss  of  major  cable  outlet 


Appeal  mailed  to  church  leaders  to  shore  up  distribution  funds 


communications  Network,  Alternate  View  Net¬ 
work  and  the  American  Christian  Television 
System. 

Together  they  claim  20.5  million  households 
and  charge  $2,200  per  week  for  “Catch  the  Spir¬ 
it”  placement,  he  said. 

Tape  tells  story 

The  15-minute  videotape  being  sent  to  district 
superintendents  is  to  be  accompanied  by  a  letter 
and  news  release,  Mr.  Muhleman  said.  The  tape 
gives  a  brief  overview  of  the  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
television  show  and  public  relations  campaign 
and  shows  how  both  have  been  used  in  annual 
conferences  and  local  churches. 

The  financial  plight  of  the  venture  is  ex¬ 
plained,  and  district  superintendents  are  asked 
to  encourage  local  churches  to  contribute  to  the 
World  Service  Special  Gift,  Mr.  Muhleman  said. 

Production  costs  of  “Catch  the  Spirit”  come 
from  a  four-year,  $4-million  Television /Tele¬ 
communications  Fund  approved  by  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

Half  of  what  each  annual  conference  contrib¬ 
utes,  however,  must  be  returned  to  that  area  for 
its  own  communications  efforts,  Mr.  Muhleman 
said. 

Each  of  the  30  national  "Catch  the  Spirit” 
shows  produced  each  year  costs  about  $30,000  to 


make  ($900,000  a  year),  he  said.  Distribution  on 
cable  networks  costs  an  additional  $6,200  per 
week  ($322,400  per  year). 

Other  distribution  costs,  pushing  the  total  to 
$400,000  per  year,  involve  sending  weekly  tapes 
to  annual  conference  offices  and  to  a  number  of 
broadcast  stations. 

Mr.  Muhleman  said  he  thinks  the  “World  Ser¬ 
vice  Special  Gift”  category  name  has  confused 
some  people  and  may  be  the  reason  money  for 
distribution  has  not  come  in. 

“The  name  doesn’t  ring  a  bell  with  most  peo¬ 
ple,”  Mr.  Muhleman  said.  “They  say,  ‘We  give  to 
World  Service.  Isn’t  that  the  same  thing?’  ” 

It’s  not,  he  added. 

Each  of  United  Methodism’s  nearly  38,000 
congregations  is  asked  to  pay  an  apportionment 
to  the  World  Service  Fund.  That  fund  provides 
financial  support  for  10  denominational  agencies 
and  five  special  causes,  such  as  the  American 
Bible  Society. 

Show  wins  awards 

"We’ve  got  an  award-winning  program  the 
church  can  be  proud  of,”  Dr.  Burgess  said.  “But 
after  13  months  of  weekly  broadcasts,  we’re  run¬ 
ning  out  of  money  for  distribution.” 

The  governing  board  of  UM  Communications 
praised  the  quality  of  the  program  at  its  annual 


meeting  in  November  and  expressed  hope  that  it 
could  be  placed  during  prime  time  (8  to  11  p.m. 
Eastern  time). 

Communications  officials  contend  that  despite 
its  early  morning  time  slot  (8:30  a.m.  Eastern 
time  on  Saturdays  and  5:30  a.m.  Pacific  time), 
CBN  is  a  good  way  to  distribute  the  show. 

“Many  families  and  churches  tape  the  show  on 
their  VCRs  (videocassette  recorders)  and  look  at 
it  later,”  Mr.  Muhleman  said. 

Churches  and  annual  conferences,  eager  to  see 
the  show  in  a  better  time  slot,  have  contributed 
money  toward  buying  “better  time,”  Mr.  Muhle¬ 
man  said. 

The  Western  North  Carolina  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  contributed  $16,000  to  improve  the  air 
time,  he  said.  The  Southwest  Texas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  gave  $6,000.  Park  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  York  contributed 
$25,000. 

So  far,  $76,000  has  been  contributed  by 
churches,  conferences  and  individuals,  he  said. 
But  the  money  is  a  designated  gift  and  can  be 
spent  only  for  improving  air  time.  Therefore,  it 
has  not  yet  been  used. 

An  improved  time  slot  would  cost  some  $8,000 
more  per  week.  Dr.  Burgess  noted. 

“We  could  move  the  program  to  prime  time 
on  CBN  and  triple  viewership  if  50  persons  or 


groups  would  each  contribute  $8,000  this  year," 
Dr  Burgess  said. 

Mr.  Muhleman  noted  that  24  "cluster  groups” 
set  up  to  generate  interest  in  "Catch  the  Spirit” 
around  the  nation  raised  about  $50,000  in  1986 
for  distribution. 

United  Methodist  Communications  needs  a 
minimum  of  $250,000  beyond  the  Television/Te¬ 
lecommunications  Fund  to  maintain  the  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  five  networks  and  another 
$150,000  to  move  to  a  better  time  slot  next  year, 
Dr.  Burgess  noted. 

Production  to  continue 

Production  of  four  more  segments  of  "Catch 
the  Spirit"  was  to  continue  as  planned  next 
month,  Mr.  Muhleman  said.  Production  was  to 
start  again  in  October  for  the  third  season. 

“The  money  is  available  to  produce  the  shows 
for  next  year,”  he  said.  "But  whether  they  are 
aired  on  CBN  is  another  story." 

Mr.  Muhleman  holds  out  little  hope  that 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  will  air  over  CBN  this  sum¬ 
mer. 

“If  someone  came  in  with  $100,000,  we  could 
do  it,”  he  said. 

World  Service  Special  Gifts  may  be  sent 
through  the  treasurer  of  any  local  UM  church 
and  should  be  marked  for  “Catch  the  Spirit  Tele¬ 
vision  Series  06-05-85." 

Portions  of  this  story  came  from  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service. 


UM  university  in  Africa  explained 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Building  a  proposed  United 
Methodist  university  in  Africa  could 
bring  a  new  vitality  and  direction  to  the 
denomination,  the  church’s  top  education 
officer  said  in  Dallas  last  week. 

“I  have  the  feeling  the  church  is  ready 
for  this  project,”  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter  told  editors  of  annual  conference 
editions  of  the  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er  and  United  Methodist  Review  Feb.  19. 

He  said  news  reports  about  tentative 
selection  of  a  school  site  at  Old  Mutare, 
Zimbabwe,  (see  UMR,  Feb.  6)  had 
prompted  some  people  to  contact  him 
wanting  to  volunteer  to  help  build  the  in¬ 
stitution. 

“I  just  think  people  come  alive  when 
they  learn  about  something  like  the  ‘Af¬ 
rican  Initiative,’  ”  said  Dr.  Trotter,  chief 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try.  That’s  because  they  can  see  the  work 
of  the  church  making  a  difference  for 
Christ  in  the  world,  he  added. 

Plans  for  the  university  are  tentative, 
Dr.  Trotter  stressed.  Therefore,  he  said 
he  wanted  to  be  careful  not  to  raise  false 
expectations. 

Effort  could  touch  all  UMs 

However,  he  said  this  effort  could 
reach  into  and  challenge  all  of  United 
Methodism’s  nearly  38,000  congregations. 

“We're  not  interested  just  in  [financial] 
support  from  local  churches,”  Dr.  Trotter 
said.  “We  want  people  in  local  churches  in¬ 


volved  in  significant  ways.  Those  ways  are 
limited  only  by  our  imagination.” 

Teachers,  advisers  and  construction 
workers  for  the  university  might  some¬ 
day  be  recruited  through  the  Volunteers 
In  Mission  program  run  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  he  said. 

Involvements  by  individual  U.S.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  might  include  financially 
supporting  a  student,  he  said. 

“As  far  as  I  know,  only  the  church  can 
recruit  that  kind  of  talent,”  he  said. 

World  mission  expands 

American  Methodists  have  traditional¬ 
ly  “had  a  world  mission  that  linked 
learning  and  piety  on  the  frontiers  of 
evangelism,”  Dr.  Trotter  said. 

That  connection,  he  said,  led  Methodist 
missionaries  to  establish  colleges  and 
universities  across  the  United  States  and 
Asia. 

“But  in  all  the  years  our  denomination 
has  been  involved  in  education,  we  have 
yet  to  establish  a  post-secondary  institu¬ 
tion  in  Africa,”  he  said.  “That’s  a  tragic, 
historic  fact.” 

Colonial  powers  block  education 

The  main  reason  for  that,  he  said,  was 
that  colonial  powers  did  not  want  the  Afri¬ 
can  population  educated.  That  resistance 
continued  into  the  early  1960s,  when  many 
African  nations  gained  independence. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  ad¬ 
dressing  this  historic  problem  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  requests  for  aid  from  African 
United  Methodists,  Dr.  Trotter  said. 


“We  don’t  believe  any  of  us  will  live  to 
see  this  [African]  school  as  big  as  SMU 
(Southern  Methodist  University)  or  Duke,” 
he  said.  “But  I  believe  it  will  be  that  big. 

“The  responsibility  of  this  generation 
of  United  Methodist  educators  is  to  get  it 
started  on  that  path.” 

The  proposed  UM  university  at  Old  Mu- 
tare  would  “educate  people  who  will  be 
leaders  and  teachers  at  other  universi¬ 
ties,”  Dr.  Trotter  said.  As  a  result,  it  would 
“be  the  place  where  the  future  leadership 
of  Africa  will  be  formed,”  he  said. 

“The  reason  we  want  to  start  the  uni¬ 
versity  is  so  that  all  African  people  don’t 
have  to  go  abroad  for  advanced  study,” 
Dr.  Trotter  said.  He  said  that  such  exter¬ 
nal  education  is  “deculturizing”  and  said 
extended  periods  of  overseas  study  put 
strains  on  families. 

United  Methodists  of  Africa,  through 
their  annual  conferences,  formally  asked 
the  higher  education  board  for  help  de¬ 
signing  a  university  in  Africa  in  1984,  he 
said. 

In  response,  the  agency  sent  two  study 
teams  to  Africa  in  1985. 

African  and  American  United  Method¬ 
ists  met  at  Nairobi  in  July  1986  to  dis¬ 
cuss  ways  to  meet  the  African  request, 
Dr.  Trotter  said.  One  step  involved  form¬ 
ing  a  Continuing  Committee  on  the  Afri¬ 
can  Initiative. 

In  January  a  site-selection  committee, 
composed  of  Africans  and  Americans,  vis¬ 
ited  seven  sites  across  the  continent,  he 
said.  That  group  has  recommended  Old 
Mutare,  a  historic  Methodist  mission  sta¬ 


tion  anH  the  site  of  a  UM  secondary  school, 
as  the  place  for  the  new  university. 

$20  million  to  be  sought 

If  the  site  is  accepted  by  the  continuing 
committee  in  May  and  the  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry  in  the  fall.  Dr. 
Trotter  said,  the  education  agency  intends 
to  ask  the  1988  General  Conference  for  $5 
million  a  year  between  1989  and  1992  to 
start  building  the  institution. 

Meanwhile  the  board  is  trying  to  collect 
$200,000  before  1988  through  World  Ser¬ 
vice  Special  "second-mile"  gifts,  he  said. 
That  money  is  to  cover  preliminary-study 
and  start-up  costs  for  the  school. 

The  university  is  to  provide  under¬ 
graduate  and  graduate  instruction  in 
seven  academic  disciplines,  Dr.  Trotter 
said.  Those  include  liberal  arts,  agricul¬ 
ture,  education,  theology  and  medicine. 

The  nine  UM  universities  in  the  United 
States  have  named  representatives  to  a 
committee  to  advise  and  assist  leaders  of 
the  African  institution,  he  said.  Church- 
related  schools  in  the  U.S.  may  also  pro¬ 
vide  the  nucleus  for  the  interim  faculty 
for  the  early  days  of  instruction. 

Eventually,  however,  Africans  are  to 
fill  most  teaching  and  administrative 
posts,  Dr.  Trotter  told  the  editors. 

The  editors  were  attending  an  annual 
three-day  meeting  at  the  Reporter’s  head¬ 
quarters  for  people  who  edit  annual  con¬ 
ference  editions  of  the  Reporter  or  Re¬ 
view.  Dr.  Trotter  was  the  latest  in  a 
series  of  “newsmakers”  invited  each 
year  to  address  and  dialogue  with  the 
editors. 


Layman’s  communications  ‘dream’  realized 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 


DALLAS— A  retired  newspaper  edi¬ 
tor’s  dream  of  helping  the  church  “tell 
its  story”  more  effectively  will  be  real¬ 
ized  through  a  new  extension  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter’s  communications 
ministry. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III, 
editor  of  the  Reporter,  said  the  UMR  In¬ 
stitute  for  Church  Communications  is  be¬ 
ing  established  to  train  church  leaders  in 
four  areas:  media  awareness,  media  edu¬ 
cation,  media  advocacy,  and  media  rela¬ 
tions.  He  said  the  Institute  is  the  only 
entity  in  the  country  devoted  primarily 
to  training  local  church  leaders  to  use 
communications  media  more  effectively. 

Creation  of  the  Institute  was  approved 
by  the  executive  committee  of  UMR’s 
governing  board  in  a  telephone  confer¬ 
ence  call  meeting  on  Feb.  17  and  an¬ 
nounced  by  Dr.  Dunnam  Feb.  20  in 
Dallas  during  the  annual  meeting  of  edi¬ 
tors  for  UMR  conference  editions. 

Editors  respond  enthusiastically 

The  editors,  who  represent  39  annual 
conferences  across  the  United  States, 
greeted  the  announcement  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  and  offered  numerous  suggestions 
of  ways  the  Institute  might  assist  with 
communications  training  in  their  areas. 

The  Institute  idea  is  being  made  possi¬ 
ble  by  a  contribution  from  James  Ver- 
hoeff,  an  85-year-old  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
United  Methodist  layman.  He  has  con¬ 
tributed  $10,000  to  cover  start-up  costs 
for  the  Institute  and  promised  that 
"more  will  be  available  when  needed.” 

He  has  pledged  a  minimum  of  $20,000 
annually  beginning  in  1988  and  “more  as 
the  need  increases.”  It  is  envisioned  that 
support  will  be  sought  from  other  United 
Methodist  and  non-United  Methodist 
sources  as  the  Institute  develops  and  ex¬ 
pands. 

Mr.  Verhoeff,  a  veteran  newspaper¬ 
man  and  author  of  the  booklet  “Writing 
Church  News,”  indicated  that  he  plans  to 
leave  the  bulk  of  his  estate  to  provide 
funds  for  the  Institute,  which  he  envi¬ 
sions  as  training  church  leaders  to  com¬ 
municate  more  effectively  in  their  local 
congregations  and  with  the  public  news 
media. 

Two  training  modes  planned 

Dr.  Dunnam  said  the  newly-created  In¬ 
stitute  would  conduct  two  types  of  train¬ 
ing  events,  one  type  at  UMR 
headquarters  in  Dallas,  the  other  as  field 
seminars  co-sponsored  with  annual  con¬ 
ferences.  Seminars  will  range  in  length 
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DALLAS— Arkansas  United  Methodist  layman  James  Verhoeff  (center)  has  pledged  start-up  and  ongoing  funds 
for  the  new  UMR  Institute  for  Church  Communications,  whose  creation  was  announced  last  week.  With  him  are 
UMR  Managing  Editor  John  A.  Lovelace,  left,  who  has  been  named  to  coordinate  development  of  the  Institute,  and 
UMR  Editor  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  (see  related  story). 


from  one  day  to  one  week. 

Each  seminar  will  include  basic  train¬ 
ing  in  producing  church  newspapers  and 
newsletters  and  relating  to  the  public 
media.  Other  components  will  be  added 
to  meet  interests  and  needs  of  churches 
in  annual  conferences  where  the  semi¬ 
nars  are  held. 

Among  targeted  audiences  will  be  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents,  local  church  pas¬ 
tors  and  secretaries,  as  well  as  other 
church-related  media  personnel. 

The  Institute  proposal  dovetails  with 
the  Reporter’s  ongoing  commitment  to 
help  local  churches  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  use  mass  media  more  effectively. 
It  also  coincides  with  a  responsibility  of 
the  Reporter’s  parent  body,  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council,  to 
provide  media  training  opportunities  in 
the  seven  annual  conferences  in  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  Dr.  Dunnam  said. 

Mr.  Verhoeff,  who  met  last  month  with 


Dr.  Dunnam  and  other  members  of  the 
UMR  staff,  described  the  new  Institute 
as  “opening  a  wide  door”  for  accom¬ 
plishing  his  aims. 

"I’m  sure  if  it  can  be  made  to  work, 
you  at  the  Reporter  can  do  it,”  he  said. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  a  “pilot 
training  event"  co-sponsored  by  the  In¬ 
stitute  and  the  North  Texas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Communications  Committee  in 
early  May,  Dr.  Dunnam  said. 

Future  events  planned 

“It  is  our  expectation  to  be  able  in  the 
near  future  to  co-sponsor  similar  com¬ 
munications  training  events  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  other  conferences  that  publish 
Reporter  or  Review  editions,”  Dr.  Dun¬ 
nam  said. 

Dr.  Dunnam  also  said  that  the  chief 
executive  of  the  denomination's  general 
communications  agency  has  affirmed 
creation  of  the  new  Institute  and  indicat¬ 


ed  that  neither  his  agency  nor  any  other 
is  offering  the  kind  of  communications 
training  envisioned  for  the  Institute. 

UMR  Managing  Editor  John  A.  Love¬ 
lace  has  been  designated  by  Dr.  Dunnam 
as  coordinator  of  the  Institute’s  develop¬ 
ment.  Other  members  of  the  Reporter 
staff  as  well  as  other  media  profession¬ 
als  across  the  church  will  be  used  to  staff 
training  events  sponsored  by  the  Insti¬ 
tute. 

Mr.  Lovelace  said  Mr.  Verhoeff  has 
"dreamed  dreams  of  helping  United 
Methodist  churches  do  a  better  job  of 
telling  their  own  stories. 

“In  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  he 
has  found  an  able  and  receptive  partner 
in  helping  make  that  dream  come  true. 
It  is  a  huge  challenge  and  responsibility 
of  the  sort  which  this  organization  has 
repeatedly  demonstrated  it  is  capable  of 
meeting.” 
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DALLAS— United  Methodism’s  highest  education  executive,  the  Rev.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter,  explained  both  the  initiative  for  a  new  United  Methodist 
university  in  Africa  and  his  goal  for  a  $100  million  scholarship  fund  for 
United  Methodists  during  an  address  last  week  in  Dallas  (see  related  sto¬ 
ries  left  and  below). 

Higher-education  ‘image’ 
of  United  Methodists  sought 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  head  of  the  UM  higher  education 
agency  said  last  week  that  he  wants 
United  Methodism  to  develop  an  image 
as  “the  denomination  that  sends  young 
people  to  college.” 

To  make  that  possible,  the  Rev.  F. 

Thomas  Trotter  said,  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  will 
ask  the  1988  General  Conference  to  sup¬ 
port  creation  of  a  $100  million  college 
scholarship  fund. 

Dr.  Trotter  made  the  remarks  in  Dallas 
during  a  Feb.  19  presentation  to  editors  of 
annual  conference  editions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  and  United  Methodist 
Review  (see  related  story  at  left). 

Currently,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  spends  $47  million  a  year  on 
higher  education  and  ranks  sixth  in  the 
nation  among  philanthropic  supporters 
of  education.  Dr.  Trotter  noted. 

Yet  the  general  public— and  even 
many  United  Methodists— don’t  identify 
the  denomination  with  a  central  commit¬ 
ment  to  education,  he  said. 

That  image  would  change  if  pastors 
could  tell  each  young  United  Methodist 
that  he  or  she  could  attend  a  denomina¬ 
tionally  supported  school  for  the  same 
cost  as  a  state-supported  institution,  Dr. 

Trotter  said. 

The  beefed-up  scholarship  fund  could 
close  the  cost  gap,  he  said. 

The  denomination’s  longtime  financial 
support  of  11  traditionally  black  UM  col¬ 
leges  reflects  a  similar  commitment  to 
promoting  access  to  education.  Dr.  Trot¬ 
ter  said. 

Each  black  college  gets  around 
$500,000  a  year  from  the  Black  College 
Fund,  he  said.  That  money,  collected  by 
apportionments  from  the  UMC’s  38,000 
congregations,  helps  pay  program  costs. 

The  denomination  has  128  affiliated 
educational  institutions.  Those  include 
the  11  black  colleges,  nine  universities 
and  13  seminaries. 

Dr.  Trotter  said  he  believes  young  peo¬ 
ple  “would  find  a  better  learning  envi¬ 
ronment”  at  a  UM  liberal-arts  college 

IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a 
simple-to-prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your 
own  church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  cover¬ 
age  on  the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its 
preparation  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And 
many  report  that  a  Reporter  edition  "more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased 
congregational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 


than  at  a  public  institution. 

“The  context  of  nurture  is  in  some 
way  related  to  the  Christian  sensibilities 
they  develop,”  he  said.  "I  believe  if 
young  people  are  nurtured  in  the  church 
and  a  church-related  school,  they  are 
likely  to  be  nurturers  when  they  return 
to  the  church  [as  adults].” 

Dr.  Trotter  acknowledged,  however, 
that  students  might  have  to  look  beyond 
church  institutions  for  training  in  some 
specialized  undergraduate  and  graduate 
fields. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


RELIGIOUS  STUDIES 
SUMMER  SCHOOL 
IN  OXFORD 

Intellectually  stimulating  program 
with  distinguished  Oxford  teachers 
including  the  Rev.  Professor 
John  MacQuarrie. 

Old  Testament.  New  Testament. 
Church  History,  Doctrine.  Moral  and 
Pastoral  Theology. 

Stay  at  Lincoln  College  in  Centre  of 
the  University,  dine  in  the  15th 
Century  hall,  use  the  lovely  Chapel. 
All  denominations  will  be  welcome. 

Detailed  brochure  from: 
Wolsey  Hall  Oxford.  North  America. 
4 1  East  72nd  Street. 

New  York.  NY  10021. 

Tel:  toll  free  1  800-  527  4927 
(within  NY  State  (2 1 2)  734  4990) 
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RUSTON,  La.— Jack  Easterwood,  member  of  First  UMC  in  Shreveport, 
checks  out  the  TV  installation  he  helped  design  at  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston. 

UMC  ‘high  court’  moves 
meeting  in  rights  protest 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

HAMMOND,  La.— The  United 
Methodist  Church's  highest  court  will 
move  its  April  22-25  meeting  out  of  Ari¬ 
zona  to  protest  cancellation  of  that 
state's  observance  of  Martin  Luther  King 
Day  by  newly  elected  Gov.  Evan  Mea- 
cham. 

Tom  Matheny,  a  Hammond  attorney 
and  president  of  the  Judicial  Council,  an¬ 
nounced  the  action  Feb.  17.  The  nine- 
member  court  now  will  sit  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  on  the  same  dates  scheduled  for 
the  meeting  in  Scottsdale. 

Gov.  Meacham,  in  taking  the  action, 
said  the  day  had  been  illegally  pro¬ 
claimed  by  former  Gov.  Bruce  Babbitt 
after  the  state  legislature  refused  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  observance. 

Gov.  Meacham  said  a  holiday  is  not 
covered  in  the  budget  and  the  state  is 


prohibited  by  law  from  ending  the  year 
with  a  deficit. 

He  had  promised  during  the  campaign 
to  take  such  an  action  if  he  was  elected. 

Mr.  Matheny  said  in  his  statement  that 
“the  governor  has  attempted  to  make  a 
case  for  his  decision  on  the  basis  of  eco¬ 
nomics.  But  work-study  experts  tell  us 
that  people  work  better  when,  on  occa¬ 
sion,  they  are  given  an  opportunity  to 
change  pace,  to  relax  and  perhaps  learn 
from  the  lives  of  great  men.” 

The  Judicial  Council  president  ex¬ 
pressed  deep  regret  for  any  inconve¬ 
nience  caused  to  the  bishop  and  United 
Methodists  of  Arizona.  “They  have  been 
both  gracious  and  understanding,”  he 
said. 

Bishop  Elias  G.  Galvan  of  Phoenix 
was  reported  out  of  the  country  at  a 
meeting  and  unavailable  for  comment. 


MINNESOTA  CONFERENCE  UMR  PHOTO 

Three  United  Methodists  ‘arrested’  in  cancer  drive 
BEMIDJI,  Minn.— Many  of  Bemidji’s  most  prominent  citizens,  including 
many  United  Methodists,  were  recently  jailed  for  a  variety  of  offenses  as 
part  of  the  American  Cancer  Society’s  annual  “jail  and  bail”  fundraiser. 
The  three-day  event  topped  $26,000.  United  Methodist  “offenders,”  from 
left,  the  Rev.  Marva  Jean  Hutchens,  Merlyn  Wesloh  and  John  Herath,  staged 
a  “breakout”  using  water  pistols,  chain  saws  and  files.  Suppressing  the  at¬ 
tempt  is  another  United  Methodist,  bailiff  Dorothy  Naramore. 


TV  ministry  keeps  volunteers 

Shreveport  men  help  other  churches  plan ,  install  unique-use  video 
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By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Every  weekday  morning  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  La-.  Jack  Easterwood  begins  his 
workday  by  opening  his  women’s  wear 
store  for  business. 

Ken  Kaufman  prepares  for  duty  as  an 
electronics  engineer. 

But  for  up  to  five  hours  a  day  after 
completing  their  jobs,  these  men  are  in 
the  studios  of  Alternate  View  Network  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  as  volunteers  in  television  ministry. 

“It  may  well  be  that  Jack  Easterwood 
and  Ken  Kaufman  are  the  only  television 
consultants  available  in  the  United 
States  who  also  have  an  understanding  of 
local  church  needs  and  their  financial 
situation,”  said  J.  David  Stone,  executive 
director  of  Alternate  View  Network. 

According  to  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Easter¬ 
wood  and  Mr.  Kaufman  had  no  formal 
training  in  TV  broadcasting.  They  were 
only  interested  in  electronics  and  in 
ways  to  serve  First  Church,  Shreveport. 

“Television  has  always  been  exciting 
to  me,”  Mr.  Easterwood  said,  “and  when 
Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes  began  the  television  min¬ 
istry  at  First  Church,  I  accepted  the  job 
of  taking  care  of  the  technical  side  of  the 
operation. 

“Since  that  beginning  in  1969,  Ken  and 
I  have  moved  the  television  operation 
into  its  third  location.” 

The  “third  location”  that  he  refers  to 
is  a  state-of-the-art  facility  housing  the 
church’s  Alternate  View  Network  TV 
ministry.  The  studio  has  a  four-camera 
production  studio  and  a  satellite  uplink/ 
downlink  capacity. 


Although  Mr.  Easterwood  considers 
his  interest  in  television  a  hobby,  the 
Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoades  III,  executive  min¬ 
ister  at  First  UMC,  said  the  church  has 
always  felt  that  it  has  “as  much  invested 
in  him  as  in  the  equipment.” 

Saved  church  thousands 

“He  has  saved  the  church  untold  num¬ 
bers  of  dollars,”  said  Mr.  Rhoades. 
“We’re  proud  of  the  service  these  gentle¬ 
men  have  given  to  the  church  and  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.” 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Fellers,  senior  min¬ 
ister  at  First  UMC,  said,  “I  don’t  think 
we  can  calculate  the  number  of  hours 
they  have  given  to  this  church.  They  are 
the  first  here  on  Sunday  mornings  and  al¬ 
most  the  last  to  leave.” 

After  installing  equipment  at  AVN, 
Mr.  Easterwood  received  several  calls 
from  Louisiana  and  Texas  churches 
needing  advice  on  how  to  begin  televis¬ 
ing  church  services.  He  realized  that  it 
was  difficult  to  answer  those  calls  with¬ 
out  visiting  the  churches. 

So  in  1986,  Mr.  Easterwood  and  Mr. 
Kaufman  formed  Television  Consultants 
Inc.  to  assist  churches  in  developing  a 
television  ministry. 

“People  at  churches  would  say,  ‘We 
found  that  people  could  put  in  commer¬ 
cial  TV  studios,  but  no  one  could  put  in 
studios  from  the  unique  aspect  of  the 
church,’  ”  said  Mr.  Easterwood. 

For  instance,  he  said,  television  tech¬ 
nicians  typically  have  little  experience 
in  lighting  a  sanctuary  without  interfer¬ 
ing  with  worship  services. 

“Most  churches  don’t  have  anyone  on 


‘We’re  proud  of  the 
service  these  gentlemen 
have  given  the  church 
and  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.’ 

— the  Rev.  Carl  Rhoades 

staff  with  television  expertise,  so  we 
were  glad  to  help,”  he  added. 

However,  they  do  charge  other  churches 

requesting  assistance  a  consulting  fee.  .  ,  _  — . . .  w  „  11C1  c  vat 

“We  try  to  be  fair  in  determining  the  AVN)  and  go  straight  to  work  at  a  corn- 
consulting  fee  for  each  church,”  Mr.  Eas-  mercial  television  station. 


equipment  for  churches  in  two  states; 
Mr.  Easterwood  and  Mr.  Kaufman  have 
also  given  several  young  people  their 
start  in  broadcasting  by  recruiting  high 
school  students  to  serve  as  volunteers  in 
AVN  studios. 

"The  presence  of  these  men  helps 
young  people  think  about  a  vocation  in 
television,”  Dr.  Fellers  said. 

“They  are  very  patient  with  younger 
people  and  are  always  letting  members 
of  the  congregation  work  in  the  studio.” 

Mr.  Kaufman  said,  “We  have  some 
youth  who  learn  to  run  camera  here  (at 


terwood  explained.  “The  fee  is  based 
partly  on  a  percentage  of  the  equipment 
purchased. 

"We  are  not  trying  to  build  a  huge 
company.  It  is  not  our  main  income,  and 
it  is  not  our  main  job.  We  just  like  to  do 
it  to  help  people  get  started,  to  avoid  the 
mistakes  that  we  made.” 

One  who  tells  how  the  two  men  helped  is 
Benny  Vaughan,  director  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  communication  at  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston. 

He  said  the  Shreveport  pair  analyzed 
the  needs  of  the  church  and  assisted  the 
communications  committee  in  acquiring 
necessary  equipment. 

“They  know  United  Methodist  struc¬ 
ture,  so  you  don’t  have  to  explain  your 
needs  as  a  United  Methodist  Church,” 
Mr.  Vaughan  said. 

“They  are  also  accustomed  to  working 
with  volunteers,  so  they  know  which 
equipment  is  user  friendly.” 

Not  only  have  they  installed  television 


“A  number  of  years  ago,  we  had  a  per¬ 
son  who  started  out  running  camera  and 
later  learned  directing,”  Mr.  Easterwood 
added.  “He  left  AVN  and  went  on  to 
work  as  a  director  for  a  local  television 
station.  He  now  is  a  well-known  free¬ 
lance  director  in  Los  Angeles.” 

AVN  is  comparable  to  a  regular  TV 
station  in  more  than  just  equipment. 
AVN  has  an  extensive  program  schedule. 

What  about  ‘burnout’? 

How  do  these  two  volunteers  keep 
from  getting  “broadcast  burnout”  in  a 
stressful  environment? 

Dr.  Fellers  answered.  “Both  Jack  and 
Ken  are  so  patient  and  kind  . . .  you  real¬ 
ly  get  a  feeling  that  these  men  are  doing 
this  because  of  their  love  for  the  church 
and  this  field,”  he  said. 

“There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
television  is  the  evangelism  tool  for 
churches  today  and  in  the  future,”  said 
Mr.  Easterwood. 


Ministers’  salary  ‘pool’  ends  year,  adds  recruit 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Six  United  Methodist  ministers  in  the 
Baltimore  Annual  Conference  are  not 
only  continuing  a  rare  experiment  for  a 
second  year;  they  have  recruited  a  new 
member  for  the  arrangement. 

Citing  Christian  church  fathers  and  the 
dedication  of  early-day  Methodists  for 
their  inspiration,  all  members  of  the 
group  pool  their  income,  then  redistribute 
it  equally  to  each  participating  member. 

“The  economic  system  of  God’s  chosen 
people  was  based  on  the  philosophy  of 
’enough  is  best’  instead  of  ‘more  is  bet¬ 
ter,’  ”  the  group  stated  in  its  theological 
perspective  on  clergy  salaries. 

Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  (Washington 
Area),  who  presides  over  the  conference, 
described  it  as  a  group  response  to  “an 
area  of  faith”  rather  than  a  salary  issue. 
He  called  it  “an  excellent  experiment” 
and  urged  the  participants  to  share  what 
they  learn  with  others  in  the  conference. 

“It  is  a  very  big  decision  for  people  to 
make,”  the  group’s  treasurer,  the  Rev. 
Terri  Rae  Chattin,  said,  “and  it  is  not 
made  easily.” 

One  issue  binds  all  six 

The  six  original  participants  say  they 
are  drawn  together  solely  by  this  equity 
issue. 

Participants  include  a  pastor  who  has 
a  child  requiring  24-hour-a-day  medical 
care,  another  attempting  to  help  a  son 
through  medical  school  and  a  third  inca¬ 
pacitated  briefly  by  a  stroke. 

The  “prime  operating  principle”  of  the 
group  was  the  understanding  that  “mon¬ 
ey  is  not  a  reward  for  services  rendered 
but  is  a  means  that  enables  one  to  be  the 
church,”  the  original  six  said. 

Another  minister  joined  the  group  as  it 
began  its  second  year,  Ms.  Chattin  said. 

Each  of  the  seven  receives  about 
$19,000  annually  from  the  common 
“pool”  administered  by  Ms.  Chattin,  a 
conference  staff  member  who  works 
with  youth  ministry. 


Two  of  the  group  would  have  received 
at  least  $3,000  less  in  regular  salary;  two 
would  have  received  an  almost  identical 
amount;  and  three  of  the  group’s  mem¬ 
bers  would  have  taken  home  a  larger 
paycheck,  Ms.  Chattin  said. 

She  falls  into  that  latter  group. 

“I  have  everything  I  need,”  she  said  in 
explaining  her  reason  for  participating 
in  the  program,  “and  at  the  same  time,  I 
guess  I’m  one  of  those  fortunate  individ¬ 
uals  who  has  everything  I  want.” 

She  said  travel  in  India,  Haiti  and 
Cuba  had  helped  her  decide  to  take  part 
in  the  experiment. 

Ms.  Chattin  said  she  was  not  trying  to 
get  everyone  to  take  part  but  planned  to 
continue  in  the  group  as  long  as  she  re¬ 
mains  in  the  conference. 

‘Overage’  goes  to  conference 

The  Rev.  Christopher  T.  Holmes  of  El- 
derslie-St.  Andrews  United  Methqdist 
Church  in  Baltimore  is  entitled  to  more 
than  his  regular  salary  by  participating 
in  the  program.  But  he  said  he  isn’t  tak¬ 
ing  the  increase— even  though  his  daugh¬ 
ter  requires  constant  medical  attention. 

“Fortunately,  most  of  that  is  covered 
by  insurance,”  he  said. 

Instead,  Mr.  Holmes  writes  a  check  for 
the  difference  between  what  he  receives 
and  what  he  would  have  received  nor¬ 
mally  and  sends  it  to  the  conference’s 
fund  for  ministers  with  special  needs. 

For  him  it  is  a  statement  of  “another 
vision”  for  the  conference,  he  said,  add¬ 
ing,  “I  had  hoped  to  begin  a  kind  of 
movement  here  that  would  catch  on  and 
be  the  direction  of  the  future.” 

The  Baltimore  conference  has  dis¬ 
cussed  the  issue  several  times  in  recent 
years,  Mr.  Holmes  indicated. 

“There  was  some  discussion  about  do¬ 
ing  it  on  a  large  scale,  but  it  always 
bogged  down  on  the  same  issues:  family 
size  and  seniority,”  he  said.  “A  group  of 
us  just  decided  that  we  would  do  it.” 

The  unofficial  salary-equalization  plan 
among  the  seven  is  unique  in  United 


Methodism,  said  the  Rev.  Kathleen  S. 
Nickerson,  an  official  with  the  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry  at  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 
It  is  similar  to  practices  among  British 
Methodists  and  Methodist  churches  in 
some  other  countries,  however. 

Laity  response  mixed 

The  Baltimore  experiment  has  drawn 
mixed  reaction  from  United  Methodist 
laypeople. 

Ms.  Chattin  said  one  layman  called  it  a 
“communist  idea.”  Another  labeled  it 
“pie-in-the-sky.”  But  she  said  that  other 
laity  supported  her  action. 

“I’ve  had  what  feels  to  me  like  an  out¬ 


pouring  of  support  from  laypeople,”  Mr. 
Holmes  said. 

Members  of  the  group  include  Ms. 
Chattin;  Mr.  Holmes;  the  Rev.  Dennis  J. 
DeBoy,  Savage  United  Methodist  Church; 
the  Rev.  Orin  W.  “Bill”  Dooley  Jr.,  Dun¬ 
dalk  United  Methodist  Church;  the  Rev. 
David  F.  Shipley,  Otterbein  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  (Baltimore); 
the  Rev.  Nancy  J.  Webb,  Woodberry- 
Keen  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
(Baltimore);  and  newcomer  the  Rev. 
Gregory  S.  “Gregg”  Brown  of  Calvary 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Washington. 

The  Baltimore  conference  includes  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  portions  of 
Maryland  and  West  Virginia. 


the  church  today 
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revive, 
denominations? 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEWARK,  N.J.— The  meeting  room, 
with  its  cloth-covered  tables  and  ice-wa¬ 
ter  pitchers  and  taped-up  sheets  of  news¬ 
print,  is  in  a  dreary  motel  near  the 
Newark  Airport.  Planes  roar  alarmingly 
low  overhead  making  their  descent  for 
landing. 

It  is  the  kind  of  place  where  a  not-too- 
prosperous  small  business  could  hold  its 
annual  sales  meeting.  And  in  fact,  the 
talk  among  the  10  men  and  women 
around  the  table  is  peppered  with 
phrases  like  “the  product  we  are  selling” 
and  "the  business  we’re  in”  and  “market¬ 
ing  strategies.” 

But  wait— these  people  are  talking 
about  the  church.  They  are  representa¬ 
tives  of  Protestant  denominations  that 
have  been  negotiating  a  church  union  for 
more  than  25  years,  and  the  product  they 
are  selling  is  one  they  fear  their 
churches  are  not  ready  to  buy. 

Talking  about  markets  and  products  is 
a  new  thing  for  the  nine-denomination 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU), 
whose  backers  are  more  comfortable 
with  ecclesiastical  jargon.  In  COCU’s 
early  years,  the  idea  of  bringing  off  a 
multilateral  merger  and  a  “Church  of 
Christ  Uniting"  created  attention  in  the 
press  and  some  excitement  in  the  pews. 

But  after  participating  churches  gave 
the  thumbs-down  signal  to  a  proposed 
“Plan  of  Union”  in  the  early  ’70s,  both 
media  and  church  members  lost  interest. 
After  a  while,  only  the  true-blue  ecumen¬ 
ists  kept  up  with  COCU’s  progress,  and 
most  local  church  folk  assumed  that  the 
enterprise  had  died  of  natural  causes. 

COCU  virtually  went  underground,  but 
the  work  continued,  with  theologians  and 


other  church  delegates  revising  old  docu¬ 
ments  and  drafting  new  ones.  They  dis¬ 
carded  the  unpopular  notion  of  merger 
(critics  called  the  aim  a  “superchurch”), 
scaled  down  their  plans  and  came  up 
with  a  scheme  for  “visible  unity”  or  to¬ 
getherness  that  would  not  eradicate  the 
separate,  cherished  identities  of  Method¬ 
ists,  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians,  Disci¬ 
ples  and  others.  COCU  theologians 
named  this  proposed  new  relationship 
“covenanting.” 

Now  it’s  fish-or-cut-bait  time.  A  docu¬ 
ment  setting  forth  a  theological  consen¬ 
sus— on  ministry,  worship,  sacraments 
and  doctrine— has  been  sent  to  the  nine 
churches  for  their  highest  governing  bod¬ 
ies  to  approve.  Two  other  documents 
still  in  process  of  revision— the  coven¬ 
anting  proposal  and  liturgies  for  services 
initiating  the  new  relationship— have 
been  sent  to  the  churches  for  first  reactions. 

The  question  now:  How  does  COCU,  af¬ 
ter  being  invisible  to  most  clergy  and  la¬ 
ity  for  more  than  a  decade,  generate 
enthusiasm  for  the  fruits  of  its  labors? 
Churches  won’t  continue  funding  a  low- 
profile  group  working  for  Christian  unity 
if  it  doesn’t  appear  to  be  reaching  its 
goal,  or  if  the  goal  is  one  the  churches  no 
longer  care  about. 

COCU’s  ‘marketing  department’ 

The  Rev.  David  Taylor,  a  Presbyterian 
clergyman  named  last  year  to  direct 
strategy  and  interpretation  at  COCU's 
Princeton,  N.J.,  offices,  told  those  at 
Newark  that  the  new  strategy  commis¬ 
sion  is  COCU’s  “marketing  department.” 

He  said  the  group  needed  to  identify 
“what  our  product  is,  who  our  market  is, 
what  motives  we  can  appeal  to,  and  what 
resources  we  have.” 


Other  COCU  commissions  constitute 
the  "manufacturing  department,”  and  if 
the  documents  they  produce  are  the  ecu¬ 
menical  equivalent  of  the  Edsel,  “We  can 
say  this  or  that  isn’t  marketable  and 
here’s  why,”  said  Mr.  Taylor.  National 
church  asssemblies  are  going  to  approve 
COCU’s  proposals  “only  if  you  tap  into 
their  perceived  self-interest,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Welsh  of  Indianapolis 
said  that  many  Disciples  of  Christ  con¬ 
gregations  have  so  large  a  proportion  of 
people  who  migrated  from  other  denomi¬ 
nations  that  members  say,  “We  already 
are  ecumenical,  with  our  rich  mix  of 
backgrounds.  We’ve  already  got  it.” 

Similar  reactions  come  from  mem¬ 
bers  of  charismatic  and  other  renewal 
movements,  said  Episcopalian  James 
Rosenthal  of  Chicago.  In  such  move¬ 
ments,  no  denominational  lines  are 
drawn,  and  those  who  feel  they  have 
"unity  in  the  spirit”  believe  they’ve 
moved  beyond  proposals  that  call  for 
formal  recognition  of  other  churches’ 
sacraments. 

Elizabeth  Zarelli  Turner,  assistant  ec¬ 
umenical  officer  for  the  Episcopal 
Church,  believes  many  in  her  church 
fear  becoming  part  of  a  “large  American 
church”  and  being  cut  off  from  the 
worldwide  Anglican  communion.  That, 
some  ecumenists  believe,  is  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  Anglicans  who  became  part  of 
united  churches  in  other  countries. 

‘Fun’  not  the  best  description 

The  COCU  group  viewed  a  new  video¬ 
tape  titled  “Being  One  Can  Be  Fun,”  but 
participants  familiar  with  the  recent 
Presbyterian  reunion  and  the  upcoming 
Lutheran  merger  say  that  “fun”  is  not 
the  best  description  for  the  political  bat¬ 


tles,  financial  headaches,  and  staff  un¬ 
certainties  over  relocation  that 
accompany  church  unions. 

No  matter  how  often  COCU  leaders 
explain  that  the  unity  they  seek  isn’t  like 
a  corporate  merger,  that’s  usually  the 
way  it  gets  translated. 

COCU’s  strategists  see  the  consulta¬ 
tion’s  next  plenary— in  New  Orleans  in 
December  1988— as  the  “window  of  op¬ 
portunity”  for  getting  the  attention  of 
the  churches  and  generating  enthusiasm 
for  their  proposals.  Not  yet  decided  is 
what  strategy  to  use  for  each  church. 

To  gain  the  assent  of  the  three  black 
Methodist  member  bodies,  says  the  Rev. 
John  Brandon  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  it’s  necessary  to  per¬ 
suade  their  bishops.  But  influencing  dele¬ 
gates  to  national  assemblies,  pastors  or 
ordinary  lay  members  may  be  the  best 
strategy  for  other  denominations. 

Recalling  how  CBS-TV’s  “60  Minutes” 
and  the  Reader’s  Digest  brought  the 
World  and  National  Councils  of  Churches 
to  the  attention  of  lay  people  in  a  nega¬ 
tive  way,  some  COCU  participants  favor 
using  secular  media  to  create  positive 
excitement  about  COCU’s  proposals.  Can 
ecumenists  explain  “theological  consen¬ 
sus”  and  “covenanting  toward  unity”  in 
terms  understandable  to  viewers  of  the 
“Today  Show,”  “Phil  Donahue”  or  “Mac- 
Neil-Lehrer”? 

Whatever  method  is  used  to  gain  the 
assent  of  the  churches,  most  backers  are 
clear  that  it’s  not  COCU  itself  they’re 
selling.  The  real  product  is  a  vision  of 
unity.  If  national  assemblies  of  the  nine 
churches  approve  the  unity  proposals  on 
schedule,  COCU  could  go  out  of  existence 
by  the  year  2000,  having  accomplished 
its  task. 


UM  Publishing  House 
creates  video  departmemt 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  has  created 
a  department  of  video  publishing  in  ex¬ 
panding  its  services  to  the  church. 

Manager  for  the  department  is  Patri¬ 
cia  Correll,  former  assistant  general 
manager  of  Graded  Press,  the  curricu¬ 
lum  publishing  unit  of  the  house. 

Southern  Baptist  receipts 
topped  $4  billion  last  year 

NEW  YORK  (RNS) — Total  receipts  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
topped  the  $4  billion  mark  last  year,  and 
the  number  of  congregations  exceeded 
37,000,  according  to  the  denomination’s 
statistical  report  for  1986. 

Membership  in  the  nation’s  largest 
Protestant  denomination  rose  for  the 
60th  consecutive  year,  an  0.9  percent 
gain  (132,164),  to  reach  a  total  of 
14,618,567.  The  number  of  congregations 
went  up  by  137,  or  0.4  percent,  to  reach  a 
total  of  37,116,  and  the  total  receipts 
went  up  by  6  percent,  more  than  $231.5 
million,  to  reach  a  figure  of 
$4,117,574,240. 

Particularly  heartening  to  national 
SBC  leaders  was  a  3.4  percent  gain  in 
baptisms,  up  12,053  to  a  total  of  363,124. 
The  rise  came  after  four  consecutive 
years  of  losses. 

NCC  unit  reverses  stand, 
supports  condom  ads  on  TV 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— Reversing  an  11- 
year-old  policy  statement,  the  Communi¬ 
cations  Commission  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  has  voted  its  support 
of  condom  advertisements  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  AIDS. 

In  a  subsequent  action,  the  agency 


called  for  public  service  ads  advocating 
abstinence  from  sex  as  another  preven¬ 
tive  method. 

The  commission,  which  speaks  only 
for  itself  and  not  for  the  entire  NCC,  took 
the  Feb.  13  action  despite  a  plea  from 
the  commission’s  top  executive,  the  Rev. 
William  Fore,  who  said  he  hoped  board 
members  would  “move  slowly”  on  the  is¬ 
sue. 

Educators’  group  urges 
better  funding  for  students 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)-Chief  exec¬ 
utives  of  United  Methodist-related 
schools  and  colleges  are  urging  Congress 
to  support  better  funding  of  grants  and 
self-help  programs  for  college  students. 

The  National  Association  of  Schools 
and  Colleges  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  meeting  in  early  February,  reaf¬ 
firmed  its  support  of  “more  balanced 
(government)  funding  support  for  basic 
and  supplemental  grant  programs.”  In  a 
statement  drafted  by  its  subcommittee 
on  public  policy  the  association  called 
for  more  responsible  funding  for  stu¬ 
dents  in  higher  education. 

Golden  Rule  not  unique 
to  Christianity,  says  judge 

NASHVILLE,  (RNS)— The  Golden 
Rule  may  be  taught  in  public  schools  if  it 
is  not  specifically  attributed  to  Jesus 
Christ,  a  federal  judge  told  a  Christian 
Citizenship  Conference. 

Addressing  150  persons  at  West  End 
United  Methodist  Church,  Judge  Thomas 
Wiseman  said  that  "the  Golden  Rule  is 
not  the  exclusive  property  of  Christian¬ 
ity.  It  is  a  basic  tenet  of  Taoist,  Buddhist, 
Confucian,  Moslem,  Brahman  and  Judaic 
theologies.” 


|  CLASS 

>IFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 

$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  C.E.  DIRECTOR  NEEDED.  Work 

with  a  growing  staff  of  a  growing  church  in  the 
north  suburbs  of  Atlanta.  A  great  opportunity. 
Starting  salary  $20,000.  Position  available  in  June. 
For  more  info,  send  resume,  preferably  w/pic.  to 
Philpot  &  Associates,  Inc.,  9820  Nesbit  Ferry  Rd. 
Alpharetta,  GA  30201. 

TOP  CASH  PAID  for  old  oriental  rugs  any  size  and 
condition.  Call  collect  (213)  659-6354  24  hrs.  or 
write  to  Patrick  Michaels,  906  S.  Robertson  Blvd., 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90035. 

EDUCATION-YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Roswell,  NM. 
Training  and  experience  in  Methodist  Christian 
education  and  youth  ministries  desired.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Contact:  Rev.  Weldon  Butler,  P.O.  Box 
1913,  Roswell,  NM  88201.  (505)  622-1881. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
for  dynamic  suburban  Central  Florida  church.  Bach¬ 
elor's  degree  in  Christian  Education  or  equivalent 
work  experience  required.  Compensation  package 
—  low  $20’s.  Send  resume  to  Sanlando  United 
Methodist  Church,  1890  West  State  Road  434,  Long- 
wood,  FL  32750. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel¬ 

ler’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more),  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool.  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
all  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRIES  at 
large,  downtown  church.  Experience  necessary. 
Unusual  opportunity  to  develop  exciting,  creative 
program  for  children  in  a  multiple  staff  setting. 
Contact  Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoads,  (318)  424-7771,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  MINISTER  OR  Di¬ 

rector  of  Christian  Education  at  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church,  Wyckoff,  NJ.  Seeking  person  to 
Initiate,  develop,  and  resource  creative  and  chal¬ 
lenging  program  for  all  ages.  Primary  emphasis 
on  youth  and  young  adult  ministries.  Congregation 
of  900  includes  growing  Korean  community.  Con¬ 
structing  5,000  square  foot  addition  to  21-year-old 
plant  on  7  acre  site  in  residential  suburb  20  miles 
west  of  New  York  City.  Salary  negotiable.  Housing 
and  benefits  are  provided.  Contact  Rev.  Robert  J. 
Duncan,  Sr.,  527  Eder  Avenue,  Wyckoff,  NJ  07481. 
Phone  (201)891-3220. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY:  for  active, 
diverse  1,300  +  member  suburban  United 
Methodist  Church;  negotiable  salary;  some  other 
responsibilities;  (215)  398-2577  or  write  Asbury 
UMC,  1533  Springhouse  Road,  Allentown,  PA 
18104.  Prefer  March  response. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR  POSITION:  Degree,  ex- 
perienced  teaching,  Biblical  principles,  small 
group  ministry.  First  UMC,  1025  Tenth,  St.  Cloud, 
FL  32769,  near  Disney  World,  $21,000  +  .  (305)  892- 
3123. 

EUROPEAN  TOUR  JUNE  10.  Active  mature 
adults.  Moderate  price.  England,  France,  Switzer¬ 
land,  Italy,  Greece.  Details:  Write  Tour,  Box  13251, 
San  Antonio,  TX  78213;  (512)  344-6345. 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR/MINIS¬ 

TER  OF  MUSIC  available  for  relocation.  Consider 
either  job  full-time  or  jointly.  Eighteen  years  in 
same  post.  Twenty-nine  years  experience.  Semi¬ 
nary  degree.  Telephone  (409)  753-2011. 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION— 1,150 

members,  growing  community,  full-time,  salary 
negotiable.  Resume  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  306  West  Wisconsin  Avenue,  DeLand,  FL 
32720  (904)  734-4425. 

LIBRARY  BOX  4188 
SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 
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I 


Around  the  Conference 


Methodist  Mission  Home  of  Texas 


Cfhe  Bishop’s 


Corner 


Dr.  D.  E.  Wiksten  is  the  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church,  Wichita  Falls, 
where  I  once  served.  He  quotes  the 

following  from  The  God  I  Don't  Be- 
Here  in  by  Juan  Arias.  I  share  it  with 
you  as  something  worth  reading. 

No,  I  shall  never  believe  in: 
the  God  who  catches  man  by  surprise 
in  a  sin  of  weakness, 
the  God  who  condemns  material 
things, 

the  God  who  loves  pain, 
the  God  who  flashes  a  red  light 
against  human  joys, 
the  God  who  makes  himself  feared, 
the  God  who  does  not  allow  people  to 
talk  familiarly  to  him, 
the  grandfather-God  whom  one  can 
twist  around  one’s  little  finger, 
the  lottery-God  whom  one  can  find 
only  by  chance, 

the  judge-God  who  can  give  a  verdict 
only  with  a  rule  book  in  his  hands, 
the  God  incapable  of  smiling  at  many 
of  man’s  awkward  mistakes, 
the  God  who  “plays  at’’  condemning, 
the  God  who  “sends”  people  to  hell, 
the  God  who  always  demands  100 
percent  in  examination $, 
the  God  who  can  be  fully  explained 
by  a  philosophy, 

the  God  incapable  of  understanding 
that  children  will  always  get 
themselves  dirty  and  be  forgetful, 
the  God  who  demands  that  if  a  man  is 
to  believe  he  must  give  up  being  a 
man, 

the  God  who  does  not  accept  a  seat  at 
human  festivities, 

the  God  whom  only  the  mature,  the 
wise,  or  the  comfortably  situated 


Pictured  is  the  24-member  Grenada  Mission  Project  Team,  which  represents  14 
Louisiana  conference  churches  along  with  Revs.  Bob  Burgess.  Terral  Lowe,  Kurt 
Oheim,  and  Ron  Easterling. 

The  group  was  sponsored  by  the  Ruston  district  with  Rev.  Easterling  as  the  team 
leader  and  under  the  direction  of  the  United  Methodist  Volunteers  In  Mission  office  in 
Atlanta.  The  group  participated  in  the  construction  of  a  Methodist  church  on  the 
Island  of  Carriacou,  which  is  part  of  the  country  of  Grenada. 

The  team  raised  $40,000  for  the  entire  mission.  Besides  the  building  project,  the 
team  taught  Bible  School  and  they  held  a  John  Wesley  Covenant  Service  for  the 
community.  United  Methodists  from  all  over  Louisiana  donated  over  8,000  pencils  and 
other  school  supplies  for  the  team  to  take  to  Grenada. 


The  Senior  Usher  Broad  of  First  Street  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orlea.  . 
sponsored  a  tea  to  supplement  the  budget  of  this  historic  landmark  church  which 
celebrated  153  years  of  Christian  service.  Over  two  thousand  dollars,  ($2,000.00),  was 
raised  from  this  activity.  Mrs.  Henrietta  Batiste  and  Mrs.  Chanie  Brown  were  coor¬ 
dinators  for  the  tea.  The  Reverend  Abraham  E.  Davis  is  pastor. 


can  understand, 

the  aseptic  God  thought  up  by  so 
many  theologians  and  canonists  in 
their  ivory  towers, 

the  God  who  says,  “You  will  pay  for 
that!” 

the  God  who  says  and  feels  nothing 
about  the  agonizing  problems  of 
suffering  humanity, 
the  God  whose  disciples  turned  their 
backs  on  the  world’s  work  and  are 
indifferent  to  their  brother's  story, 
the  God  who  does  not  go  out  to  meet 
the  person  who  has  abandoned 
him, 

the  God  incapable  of  making 
everything  new, 

the  God  who  has  never  wept  for  men, 
the  God  who  is  not  light, 
the  God  who  prefers  purity  to  love, 
the  God  who  is  not  present  where 
(people)  love  each  other, 
the  God  in  whom  there  are  no 

mysteries,  who  is  not  greater  than 
we  are, 

the  God  who,  to  make  us  happy, 
offers  us  a  happiness  divorced 
from  our  human  nature, 
the  God  who  does  not  have  the 
generosity  of  the  sun,  which 
warms  everything  it  touches, 
the  God  who  is  not  love  and  who  does 
not  know 
love 
the 

man's 


man,  with  all  that  implies, 
the  God  in  whom  I  cannot  hope, 

No,  I  shall  never  believe  in  such  a 
God! 


Extends  Ministry  to  Louisiana 


Dr.  Harold  Burkhardt,  president  of  the 
Methodist  Mission  Home  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  a  maternity  center  providing  a 
ministry  for  Methodists  of  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  is  now  extending  its  outreach  to 
the  state  of  Louisiana. 


The  services  of  Mrs.  Mary  Nagle  have 
been  secured  as  an  outreach  counselor  to 


Mary  Nagle  of  Sulphur  was  welcomed  to 
the  staff  of  the  Methodist  Mission 
Home,  Southwest  Maternity  Center  by 
the  director  Bryce  Hatch. 


provide  maternity  and  adoption  services 
in  Louisiana.  This  has  come  about  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  increasing  services  provid¬ 
ed  to  Louisiana  residents  at  the 
Methodist  Mission  Home  over  the  past 
several  years. 

Mrs.  Nagle  is  a  member  of  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Sulphur.  She 
and  her  husband  are  adoptive  parents  of 
the  Methodist  Mission  Home  and  her  fa¬ 
ther  is  Rev.  Minns  Robertson,  a  long¬ 
time  minister  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Methodists  in  Louisiana  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  call  Mrs.  Nagle  if  they  are  in 
need  of  maternity  services.  She  may  be 
reached  by  calling  (318)  625-3064  or  the 
toll-free  number  1-800-255-9612  at  the 
Methodist  Mission  Home  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas. 


C  N 

Resource  Center  News 


Confirmation  Class  Resources  Available 

The  Conference  Resource  Center  has  obtained  a  new  videotape  for  use  during  Con¬ 
firmation  classes.  John  Wesley:  The  Proud  Methodist  presents  an  authentic  portrayal 
of  John  Wesley’s  life.  Hopefully,  each  viewer  will  come  away  with  an  appreciation 
for  the  magnetism  of  his  personality  and  the  magnitude  of  his  successes. 

In  addition  to  this  resource,  there  are  several  other  resources  that  are  available 
for  Confirmation  use.  They  include: 

And  Then  Wesley  &  His  Times 

John  Wesley,  Practical  Evangelist  From  the  Word  Go 

People  Called  Methodist  Journey  Into  Faith  (Kit) 

For  more  information  on  borrowing  these  resources,  contact  the  Conference  Re¬ 
source  Center  in  Baton  Rouge  by  calling  (504)  J46-1646. 


A  banquet  and  roast  was  given  in  Min- 
den  recently  honoring  Jimmy  Rogers  for 
his  50  years  of  volunteer  service  to  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America.  Shown  above  is 
Dr.  Richard  Campbell,  Yatasi  District 
Chairman  BSA,  who  presented  Jimmy 
with  a  book  of  congratulatory  letters; 
Rogers;  and  Mayor  Noel  Byars,  who  pre¬ 
sented  him  with  the  key  to  the  city.  Jim¬ 
my  is  an  active  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Minden  where  he 
also  does  much  volunteer  work. 

Girl  Scouts:  Tradition 


GIRL  SCOUTS 


Sunday,  March  8 
is  Girl  Scout  Sun¬ 
day.  The  year  1987 
will  mark  the  75th 
anniversary  of  Girl 
Scouting,  an  anni¬ 
versary  of  signifi¬ 
cance  and  impor¬ 
tance  for  all  Girl 
Scouts.  And  it’s 


bound  to  be  a  year  of  nostalgia  and  pride 
for  everyone,  everywhere  who  has  been  a 
Girl  Scout. 

In  the  course  of  75  years,  Girl  Scouts 
of  the  U.S.A.,  the  largest  organization  for 
girls  in  the  world,  has  influenced  the 
lives  of  52,000,000  girls  and  adults.  The 
goal  of  developing  in  girls  a  strong  sense 
of  values,  commitment  to  others,  and 
service  to  the  community  has  always 


Randall  Rainer,  a  senior  pre-med  stu¬ 
dent  at  United  Methodist  related  Duke 
University  in  Durham,  North  Carolina, 
will  soon  wind  up  his  one-year  term  as 
president  of  ASDU  (the  Associated  Stu¬ 
dents  of  Duke  University,  which  is  the 
campus  governing  body.)  Rainer  was 
raised  in  the  Ingleside  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge  where  his  parents,  Bob  and  Sue, 
and  sister,  Rebecca,  are  very  active 
members. 

with  a  Future 

been  and  will  continue  to  be  an  integral 
part  of  Girl  Scouting.  Efforts  by  reli¬ 
gious  and  educational  groups  to  strength¬ 
en  values  building  and  service  to  others 
have  always  been  reinforced  by  Girl 
Scout  program  which  has  something 
very  important  to  offer  today’s  girls. 

This  anniversary  year  can  serve  as  a 
reminder  to  renew  our  commitment  to 
Girl  Scouting  and  to  encourage  every 
member  to  spread  the  Girl  Scout  mes¬ 
sage  by  work  and  example  to  girls  ev¬ 
erywhere.  The  rich  tradition  of  Girl 
Scouting  provides  the  foundation  upon 
which  this  effort  can  be  built.  And  Girl 
Scout  Sabbath  and  Girl  Scout  Sunday 
provide  a  special  opportunity  to  reflect 
on  this  tradition  while  exploring  ways  of 
carrying  the  Girl  Scout  message  into  the 
future. 
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March  Brings  Meetings 

March  20-21, 1987 

SML  Workshop  Focuses 
On  Women’s  History  in  SCJ 


Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas  is  hosting 
a  two-day  workshop  on  women’s  history 
in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  on 
March  20-21, 1987  on  the  campus  of  SMU. 
"Women’s  History/ Everybody’s  History” 
is  sponsored  in  part  by  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  of  United  Methodist  Women 
and  the  General  Commission  on  the  Sta¬ 
tus  and  Role  of  Women.  A  registration 
fee  of  $25  per  person  must  accompany 
registrations  before  March  10.  After  that 
date  the  fee  is  $35. 

One  of  the  purposes  of  the  workshop  is 
to  promote  an  awareness  of  women’s 
roles  in  mission  and  ministry.  Further¬ 
more,  it  is  hoped  that  a  heightened  inter¬ 
est  in  the  research  and  writing  of 
women’s  history  will  result  and  re¬ 
sources  and  skills  for  collecting  and  pro¬ 
cessing  these  resources  will  be  learned. 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  workshop 
is  Dr.  Rosemary  Skinner  Keller,  an  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  of  religious  and  Ameri¬ 


can  culture  at  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

Other  workshop  leaders  include  Bar¬ 
bara  Campbell,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  N.Y.;  Dr.  M.  Richey  Hogg, 
SMU,  Dallas;  Johnnie  Marie  Grimes, 
First  Church,  Dallas;  Dr.  Ted  Agnew,  re¬ 
tired,  Oklahoma  State  University;  Rev. 
Janice  Riggle  Huie,  pastor,  Manchaca 
Church,  Manchaca,  Texas;  Rev.  Roger 
Loyd,  SMU,  Dallas;  Hilah  Thomas,  Co- 
Editor  of  Women  in  New  Worlds ;  and 
Rev.  Beverly  Sawyer,  SMU,  Dallas. 

Housing  arrangements  can  be  made 
through  the  Park  Cities  Inn  on  the  SMU 
campus  for  $39  (single  room  rate)  and 
$49  (double  room  rate).  More  informa¬ 
tion  about  housing  may  be  obtained  by 
calling  the  Inn  at  (214)  251-0330. 

More  registration  information  may  be 
obtained  by  contacting  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Office,  6155  Samuell  Blvd., 
Dallas,  Texas  75228. 


March  20-21,1987 


Metairie  Church  Hosting 
Perkins  Lay  Academy 


Intensive  lay  studies  are  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
of  Southern  Methodist  University  on  Fri¬ 
day  and  Saturday,  March  20-21,  1987  at 
St.  Matthew’s  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Metairie.  All  interested  persons  are  in¬ 
vited  to  attend  and  tuition  is  only  $30  be¬ 
fore  March  10. 

Participants  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  choose  between  two  courses  from 
which  to  learn  about  Methodist  faith  and 
heritage.  Two  qualified  Perkins  profes¬ 
sors,  William  R.  Farmer  and  Bill  Mat¬ 
thews,  are  scheduled  to  lead  the  two 
courses. 

Farmer,  a  professor  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  will  lead  the  course,  “Jesus  in  the 
Synoptics.”  This  is  a  study  of  Jesus’  situ¬ 
ation  and  the  development  of  the  Jesus 
tradition  first  in  Matthew  and  then  in 
Luke,  and  Mark  reveals  distinctive  por¬ 
traits  of  Jesus.  Along  with  the  Bible,  the 
text  for  the  course,  Jesus  and  the  Gospel, 


is  written  by  Farmer  and  may  be  or¬ 
dered  from  Perkins  for  $22.95. 

The  other  workshop,  “Aerobics  of  the 
Spirit,”  led  by  Matthews,  uses  scripture 
and  prayer  combined  with  body  move¬ 
ment  to  open  the  participant’s  insights 
for  spiritual  growth.  The  text,  Celebra¬ 
tion  of  Discipline,  written  by  Richard 
Foster  costs,  $13.95  and  may  be  ordered 
from  Perkins  also.  Matthews  is  the  di¬ 
rector  of  Perkins  Relations. 

Registrations  and  fees  are  to  be 
mailed  to  Lottie  Palazzo,  St.  Matthew’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  6017  Camphor 
St.,  Metairie,  La.  70003. 

The  textbooks  for  either  course  are  to 
be  ordered  from  the  Continuing  Educa¬ 
tion  Office,  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas, 
Texas  75275.  Further  information  may 
be  obtained  by  calling  Lottie  Palazzo  at 
(504)888-1155. 


Name 


Registration  Form 


(please  print) 


Address - - - 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

Phone( _ ) _ / _ 

Office  Home 

Tuition  is  $30  per  course;  paid  by  March  10;  $35  thereafter.  Lunch  is  included. 
Make  checks  payable  to  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

Choose  one  course 

_ Gospels  _ Aerobics 

Order  book  (optional) 

_ Jesus  Gospel,  $22.95  _ Discipline,  $13.95 

Total  amount  enclosed  t _ (Please  include  payment.) 


March  26  &  27, 1987 

Seminar  Teaches  Church  Leaders 
How  to  Plan  for  Easter  Worship 


All  pastors,  musicians,  worship  lead¬ 
ers  and  other  interested  persons  are  in¬ 
vited  to  attend  either  of  the  seminars  on 
Easter  worship  planning  scheduled  for 
Thursday,  March  26  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ruston  or  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Both  workshops  will  begin  at  10 
a  m.  and  conclude  at  4  p.m.  The  cost  for 
the  seminar  is  $5. 

Sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Discipleship,  this  practical 
seminar  will  show  how  to  integrate  litur¬ 
gy,  preaching,  and  music  in  planning  for 


Rev.  Thomas  A.  Langford 


worship  from  Passion/Palm  Sunday  to 
the  Day  of  Pentecost. 

The  seminar  will  be  led  by  Rev. 
Thomas  A.  Langford,  assistant  general 
secretary  of  the  Section  on  Worship  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  Deana 
Sanchez,  director  of  Music  Resources, 
Section  on  Worship,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Registrations  are  to  be  mailed  along 
with  a  $5  registration  fee  to  Dr.  Ted 
Standley,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  1147,  Covington,  La.  70434. 


Deana  Sanchez 


Registration  Form 


I  will  attend  Worship  Planning  Seminar  in  Ruston  or  Baton  Rouge  (circle  one). 
Enclosed  please  find  my  $5  registration  fee. 

Name _ _ _ 


Address 

(please  print) 

City 

Phone  ( _ 1 _ 

Church 

Please  mail  this  form  to  Dr.  Ted  Standley,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 

Box  1147,  Covington,  La.  70434. 
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Vietnam:  Our  ‘unfinished  business’ 


An  award  recently  given  for  a  war 
film  may  surprise  and  disturb  some  peo¬ 
ple,  coming  as  it  did  from  a  church  orga¬ 
nization  that  consistently  decries  the 
evils  of  war. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  Com¬ 
munication  Commission  gave  a  special 
“award  of  merit"  last  month  to  “Platoon,” 
a  grisly  portrayal  of  the  Vietnam  War. 
We  hope  critics  of  the  award,  the  movie 
or  both  will  look  beyond  the  film’s  grimi¬ 
ness  to  whatever  implications  it  holds 
for  us  as  Christians. 

The  movie,  nominated  for  eight  Acad¬ 
emy  Awards,  including  “best  picture,”  is 
a  torrent  of  chilling  scenes: 

American  soldiers  dying  in  bewilder¬ 
ing  “fire  fights”  in  which  the  enemy  is 
nearly  impossible  to  locate;  brutal  kill¬ 
ings  by  Americans  of  Vietnamese  civil¬ 
ians;  a  senseless  torching  by  Americans 
of  a  Vietnamese  village;  the  growing 
desperation  of  young  men  faced  with  al¬ 
most  constant  deprivation,  physical  suf¬ 
fering,  death  and  fear  of  death. 

In  making  the  award,  the  NCC  com¬ 
munication  commission  said,  “This  is  a 
haunting  film  with  disturbing  truth  about 
an  experience  we  must  not  forget.” 

We  agree. 

Part  of  that  truth:  the  reminder  of  the 
sheer  horror  and  waste  of  human  life  that 
every  war  entails.  One  of  the  most  endur¬ 
ing  symptoms  of  human  sinfulness  is  that 
nations  continue  to  use  warfare  to  resolve 
conflicts.  The  “Rambo”  fad  glorifying 
war’s  violence  is  a  sad  reminder  of  “how 
soon  we  forget”  the  suffering  of  even  so 
recent  and  tragic  a  war  as  Vietnam. 

Another  truth:  the  sense  of  meaningless 
suffering  of  youths  who  fought  in  that  par¬ 
ticular  war.  In  contrast  with  the  two  world 
wars  of  this  century,  Vietnam  was  not 
typically  experienced  as  a  “noble  cause” 


by  people  who  fought  there. 

Combat  soldiers,  fighting  in  unfamil¬ 
iar  jungle  terrain,  could  not  figure  out 
why  or  even  who  they  were  fighting.  The 
real  “battle”  for  most  deteriorated  to  the 
day-to-day  struggle  to  survive  until  one’s 
tour  of  duty  was  up  or  injuries  or  death 
ended  one’s  participation. 

Reflecting  that  raw  struggle  to  sur¬ 
vive,  “Platoon”  shows  with  devastating 
force  why  the  psychological  and  spiritual 
pain  of  Vietnam  is  "unfinished  business” 
for  countless  numbers  of  survivors  and 
their  families. 

As  Christians,  we  should  regard  that 
suffering  as  our  “unfinished  business”  too. 
It’s  not  enough  that  we  adopt  a  prophetic 
stance  against  war,  as  large  numbers  of  us 
did  during  the  Vietnam  conflict.  Our  man¬ 
date  as  peacemakers  includes  pastoral  ef¬ 
forts  to  bind  the  wounds  of  those  who 
suffer  the  effects  of  war.  That  includes 
wounds  that  remain  unhealed  long  after 
the  fighting  is  officially  over. 

A  recently  published  study  of  Vietnam 
veterans  shows,  for  example,  that  the  “un- 
finished  business”  for  many  is  the  loss  of 
religious  faith  and  the  belief  that  they’d 
“been  had”  by  God  who  seemingly  aban¬ 
doned  them  in  the  jungles  of  Vietnam 
(“Out  of  the  Night,”  by  William  P.  Ma- 
hedy.  New  York:  Ballantine  Books,  1986). 

We  should  make  it  known  that  we’re 
prepared  to  listen  to  the  stories  of  such 
people,  however  painful  those  stories 
might  be  to  them  and  to  us.  That  may  in¬ 
clude  going  to  see  a  movie  like  “Pla¬ 
toon”  that  paints  an  agonizing  portrait  of 
that  pain. 

Our  willingness  to  “hang  in  there”  with 
people  who  still  hurt  from  their  Vietnam 
experience  witnesses  to  a  loving  and  faith¬ 
ful  God  whose  divine  balm  is  the  best  way 
we  know  to  "make  the  wounded  whole.” 
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I’ve  found  my  place  in  the  UMC! 


MO**  - 


THIS  MAV  TAKE 
LONGER  THAN  I 
THOUGHT 


By  JACKIE  CARLSON-KOCA 

“After  nearly  25  years  of  searching,  I 
finally  discovered  my  place  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church!” 

Thirty-six  people  from  area  churches 
attended  a  “Discover  God’s  Call”  week¬ 
end  Oct.  17-19,  1986,  at  Kings  House  Re¬ 
treat,  Henry,  Ill.  The  weekend  was 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church  Foundation  for  Evangelism. 

About  one  month  before  the  weekend, 
each  person  prepared  by  working  on  a 
daily  “search”  study. 

People  came  to  the  weekend  with  a 
vague  idea  of  what  they  had  to  offer  in 
spiritual  gifts.  That  was  in  anticipation 
of  God’s  call  to  use  these  gifts  in  His  ser¬ 
vice  in  their  local  churches. 

Hesitant  smiles  and  unsure  questions 
were  greeted  on  Friday  by  loving  Chris¬ 
tians  ready  to  share  themselves  with  this 
new  group  of  searchers. 

Small  “search  groups”  of  four  or  five 
were  led  on  their  journey  by  lay  leaders 
helping  them  discover  their  particular 
call  in  the  church  through  study  and 
sharing.  Time  alone  with  God  added  a 
special  dimension  to  everyone’s  search 
time. 

People  who  had  already  completed 
their  search  gave  testimony  on  where 
that  call  had  taken  them  in  God’s  ser¬ 
vice.  New  searchers  shared  on  how  they 
came  to  the  weekend  and  what  it  meant 
for  them  to  be  there. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


As  a  new  searcher,  I  gave  my  testimo¬ 
ny  on  how  I  had  given  my  life  to  Jesus 
Christ  at  age  15  at  a  Billy  Graham  Cru¬ 
sade  in  Chicago  and  for  nearly  25  years 
had  been  searching  for  my  place  in  the 
United  Methodist 
Church. 

I  usually  had  to 
search  outside  my 
church  for  a  more  | 
meaningful  and  j 
deeper  relationship  I 
with  Christ.  I  went  to  I 
other  churches,  I 
heard  Christians  at  Jackie  Koca 
seminars,  read  a  lot  of  material  for  spir¬ 
itual  growth  and  had  some  wonderful  ex¬ 
periences  in  my  searching. 

But  when  it  came  to  my  own  church,  I 
felt  something  was  missing.  One  United 
Methodist  who  really  helped  me  was  a 
New  Life  Mission  pastor  who  taught 
about  the  “fruit  of  the  Spirit.” 

I  learned  about  the  “gifts  of  the  Spir¬ 
it,”  but  at  my  home  church  these  were 
not  really  discussed,  especially  those 
“weird  gifts”  like  speaking  in  tongues, 
healing  and  prophecy. 

I  believed  they  were  all  good  gifts 
from  God  to  produce  good  fruit,  but  I  felt 
very  alone  in  my  thinking.  The  joy  and 
happiness  I  had  seen  in  other  Christians 
were  things  I  wanted  for  myself.  I  hoped 
I  would  not  have  to  leave  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  have  them. 


I  had  always  stressed  a  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ  as  my  No.  1 
priority  and  foundation  and  then  devel¬ 
oped  spiritually  through  Bible  study,  lis¬ 
tening  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  prayer  and 
fellowship  with  other  committed  Chris¬ 
tians. 

I  always  felt  a  little  “different”  in  my 
home  church.  Finding  a  group  of  fellow 
United  Methodists  at  the  Discover  God’s 
Call  Weekend  using  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit 
so  fully  and  freely  was  the  best  experi¬ 
ence  I  had  ever  had  as  a  Methodist.  I  was 
strangely  warmed! 

Those  who  want  to  know  where  their 
talents  and  gifts  are  and  want  to  use 
them  in  service  should  attend  a  Discover 
God’s  Call  Weekend.  The  ministries  com¬ 
ing  out  of  these  weekends  are  a  testimo¬ 
ny  to  God’s  power  and  love  and  all  to  His 
glory. 

Having  a  direction  and  purpose  for 
our  Christianity  is  a  blessing.  Knowing 
we  are  equipped  for  our  ministry  helps 
us  affirm  our  particular  calling. 

For  an  information  brochure  write  to 
Foundation  for  Evangelism  Regional  Of¬ 
fice,  P.O.  Box  507,  Griffin,  Ga.  30224. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Jackie  Carlson-Koca  is  a  member  of 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in  Joliet, 
III.  (Northern  Illinois  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 


Acceptance  of  single  clergy  appreciated 


SMU’s  fate  sad  but  appropriate 


Sad  but  appropriate — that’s  our  assess¬ 
ment  of  the  National  Collegiate  Athletic 
Association’s  one-year  termination  of 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  football 
program  for  repeated  rule  violations  (see 
stories  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  rationale  for  the  NCAA’s  drastic 
action  was  all  too  evident:  SMU  officials 
had  not  fulfilled  their  repeated  promises 
to  “clean  up”  the  school’s  unethical  re¬ 
cruiting  practices. 

Faced  with  what  it  accurately  described 
as  a  “legacy  of  wrongdoing,  deceit  and 
rule  violations,"  the  NCAA  could  not  let 
SMU  off  with  a  “slap  on  the  wrist”  without 
surrendering  its  own  credibility. 

Anything  less  than  the  stringent  mea¬ 
sures  imposed — a  modified  version  of 
the  so-called  “death  penalty”— would 
have  made  a  farce  of  the  NCAA’s  stated 
intent  to  enforce  its  rules  more  strictly 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Lancaster,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read¬ 
ers  about  350  member-families  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lan¬ 
caster,  Texas  (North  Texas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Lancaster,  we 
say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


than  in  the  past  and  to  lessen  the  semi- 
professional,  win-at-any-cost  character 
that  major  college  athletics  has  devel¬ 
oped  at  many  institutions. 

We  affirm  those  efforts.  That’s  despite 
our  acute  embarrassment  that  a  school 
bearing  the  “Methodist”  name  and  owned 
by  our  denomination’s  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  has  been  punished  repeatedly  and 
more  harshly  than  any  other  institution  for 
breaking  rules  that  are  intended  to  pro¬ 
mote  integrity  in  college  athletics. 

We  don’t  wish  anyone  a  fate  similar  to 
SMU’s.  But  the  next  test  of  the  NCAA’s 
credibility  will  be  whether  it  is  content  to 
have  “made  an  example”  of  one  school  or 
whether  it  will  pursue  with  equal  vigor 
all  similar  offenses  at  other  institutions. 

If  the  NCAA’s  new  resolve  to  stop  the 
cheating  and  return  college  football  to  a 
character-building  activity  is  to  be  ful¬ 
filled,  the  rules  will  need  to  be  enforced 
consistently  and  without  exception. 

SMU’s  interim  administration  has  pro¬ 
vided  a  model  for  other  schools  by  choosing 
in  this  latest  investigation  to  adopt  a  con¬ 
trite,  non-adversarial  stance.  Unlike  their 
predecessors,  the  school’s  leaders  were  so 
cooperative  that  the  NCAA  adopted  the 
university’s  findings  as  its  own. 

However  much  it  hurts  now,  the 
NCAA’s  drastic  measures  provide  an  ide¬ 
al  opportunity  for  SMU  to  “turn  around” 
and  rebuild  its  football  program  on  a 
foundation  consistent  with  its  heritage  as 
a  church-related  institution.  It  would  be 
gratifying  if  the  recent  words  of  an  SMU 
official  prove  to  be  prophetic: 

“A  failure  in  integrity  in  any  part  of  a 
university  resembles  a  bruise  to  the  hu¬ 
man  body— it  creates  a  heightened  sense 
of  awareness  of  that  part  and  focuses  at¬ 
tention  on  the  need  for  remedy"  (Ruth 
Morgan,  SMU  Provost  ad  interim,  writ¬ 
ing  in  the  “SMU  Mustang,”  Winter  1987). 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  Feb.  13 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  headlined,  “UMC 
needs  strategy  for  singles,”  by  Dick 
Dunn. 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Dunn  that  the  number 
of  singles  in  the  churches  today  is  grow¬ 
ing  and  that  the  chqrch  of  the  future 
must  show  interest  in  and  acceptance  of 
the  singles  population. 

I  am  grateful  some  churches  are 
aware  of  the  needs  of  singles  and  plan 
programs  and  responsibilities  that  in¬ 
clude  them. 

But  I  am  also  grateful  as  a  single  min¬ 
ister  by  divorce  that  some  churches  keep 
or  call  single  clergy. 

I  live  in  a  community  of  1,100  popula¬ 
tion,  and  three  churches  are  served  by 
single  ministers. 

The  Roman  Catholic  priest  is  single  by 
vows  of  celibacy.  The  United  Church  of 
Christ  just  called  a  new  minister,  single 
by  divorce,  and  I  serve  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church,  single  by  divorce.  Also, 
there  are  two  other  single  ministers 
nearby,  single  by  divorce. 

Would  you  ever  believe  that  in  small¬ 
town,  rural  and  conservative  America? 

It  is  good  to  be  accepted  even  though 
we  do  have  our  critics  as  ministers.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  we  can  minister  to  others  who 
are  single  with  greater  appreciation. 

Orion  Aubihl 
Sycamore,  Ohio 

I  felt  like  walking  out 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  say  a  big  “Amen”  to  the 
Feb.  13  “Here  I  Stand”  column  by  Dick 
Dunn. 

As  an  older  adult,  I  can  readily  identi¬ 
fy  with  his  thoughts  of  feeling  like  an 
outsider  in  church.  I  attended  a  48-hour 
Lay  Witness  Mission  sometime  ago  in  a 
United  Methodist  church  that  was  not 
my  own.  Every  program  seemed  geared 
toward  couples. 

At  one  point,  I  felt  like  walking  out.  I 
was  unable  to  contribute  anything  to 
what  was  being  discussed  at  the  time.  I 
felt  like  a  non-person. 

Singles’  needs  and  lifestyles  are  very 

Here  I  Stand 


different  from  couples’.  At  the  evalua¬ 
tion  after  the  mission  had  ended,  I  voiced 
my  concerns. 

Other  singles  who  had  attended  the 
mission  came  to  me  later  and  thanked 
me  for  speaking  up. 

I’m  not  saying  I  didn’t  get  anything  out 
of  the  mission  or  in  my  own  church  be¬ 
cause  I  did  and  do.  But  the  Lay  Witness 
Mission  is  another  area  of  the  UMC  that 
needs  attention  paid  to  the  singles. 

Joyce  McGimsey 
Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee 

Praise  for  Tutu  knocked 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Feb.  13  Reporter,  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  ni  praised  Bishop  Desmond 
Tutu  for  his  basic  humility  and  stated  in 
part  “he  (the  bishop)  offers  a  worthy  role 
model  for  anyone  who  aspires  to  be  a 
Christian  leader.” 


It  is  inconceivable  to  me  how  Mr.  Dun¬ 
nam  or  any  loyal  citizen  of  the  United 
States  could  conscientiously  imply  that 
Bishop  Tutu  is  worthy  of  our  emulation 
after  he  stated  on  national  television  last 
fall  that  “President  Reagan  and  the  west 
can  go  to  hell.” 

Roy  W.  Browne 
Hartville,  Missouri 

Thanks  for  Reporter 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  col¬ 
umn  headlined  “Thanks,  mom  and  Bish¬ 
op  Tutu,  I  needed  that”  (see  UMR,  Feb. 
13).  Also,  thanks  for  your  fine  publica¬ 
tion. 

I  know  that  newspapers  can  come  un¬ 
der  criticism  for  their  editorial  stance 
and  because  they  conscientiously  give 
coverage  to  both  sides  of  a  news  story 
such  as  the  coverage  of  Good  News  story 


and  the  follow-up  response  of  Bishop 
James  M.  Ault. 

As  a  pastor  seeking  to  get  my  people 
to  read  the  Reporter,  I  had  to  emphasize 
that  the  Reporter  is  a  newspaper  and 
that  balanced  coverage  of  an  issue  is 
foremost.  That  came  from  my  five  years 
as  a  news  reporter  before  my  calling 
into  the  ministry. 

Keep  up  the  good  work. 

Ellsworth  A.  Benedict 
Ducor,  California 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be  brief, 
must  be  original  and  must  carry  the 
signature  and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,”  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


On  the  UMR  Beal 

Chance  to  create  new  institute  welcomed 


I  am  an  institutionalist. 

That  became  clearer  than  ever  last 
month  with  formal  creation  of  the  UMR 
Institute  for  Church  Communications 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  27).  I  have  been  asked  tq^ 
coordinate  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  institute 
in  addition  to  my  re-> 
sponsibilities  as 
managing  editor  of 
this  newspaper. 

The  church,  itself 
an  institution,  has 
historically  created 
institutions  beyond  it¬ 
self  such  as  colleges,  hospitals,  orphans' 
homes,  nursing  homes,  homes  for  unwed 
mothers,  camps,  retreat  centers,  etc. 

The  irony  of  the  communications  insti¬ 
tute’s  creation  this  late  in  the  20th  centu¬ 
ry  is  that  the  initiative  for  it— and  the 
basic  financial  underwriting  for  it, 
also— comes  from  a  man  born  barely  in¬ 
side  this  century.  He  is  85-year-old 
James  L.  Verhoeff  of  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Forty  years  ago,  as  a  newspaper  edi- 


John  Lovelace 


tor  in  Blytheville,  Ark.,  Jim  Verhoeff  an¬ 
nounced  that  he  wanted  more  church 
news  in  his  paper.  He  still  does,  even 
though  he’s  no  longer  an  pctive  editor. 
He  also  said  back  then  that  he  thought 
his  local  church’s  newsletter  ought  to 
contain  more  news  and  thereby  become 
“an  important  evangelistic  tool.”  He  still 
thinks  so. 

Jim  Verhoeff  is  so  resolute  on  those 
two  points  that  he  has  announced  his  in¬ 
tention  to  bequeath  the  bulk  of  his  es¬ 
tate— he  is  a  widower  and  has  no 
immediate  family— to  the  UMR  Institute 
for  Church  Communications. 

Our  understanding  of  “institute”  is 
based  on  these  dictionary  definitions: 
"An  organization  for  the  promotion  of  a 
cause”  and  “a  usually  brief,  intensive 
course  of  instruction  on  selected  topics 


relating  to  a  particular  field.” 

No  matter  what  other  "selected  top¬ 
ics”  a  typical  institute-sponsored  com¬ 
munications  seminar  may  include, 
instruction  in  improving  church  newslet¬ 
ters  or  newspapers  and  in  relating  to  the 
public  media  will  be  offered.  That’s  our 
pledge  to  Jim  Verhoeff. 

As  one  spending  a  career  in  the  transi¬ 
tory  world  of  news,  I  welcome  this  addi- 
tional  assignment  to  help  create 
something  more  lasting  and  transfer¬ 
able.  That’s  an  important  function  of  any 
institution,  in  this  case  an  institution  Cre¬ 
ated  in  partnership  with  a  newspaper¬ 
man  from  Arkansas  who  wants  it  shared 
“for  as  long  as  my  estate  shall  have 
funds." 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
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Has  life  improved  in  El  Salvador? 


By  SHIRLEY  DARE 

“Go  and  tell  John  what  you  hear  and 
see”  was  the  Scripture  I  heard  my  first 
Sunday  back  from  El  Salvador.  I  had 
spent  seven  days  listening  to  all  sorts  of 
people  as  they  tried  to  tell  me  what  was 
happening  in  their  country. 

Before  making  the  trip  in  early  De¬ 
cember,  a  friend  advised  me  to  use  the 
eyes  and  ears  of  Christ,  to  hear,  see  and 
feel  with  the  mind  of  Christ.  A  tall  order! 

Where  would  Christ  go,  and  to  whom 
would  Christ  listen?  The  Scripture  would 
tell  me  to  seek  out  the  blind,  the  impris¬ 
oned,  the  sick  and  the  poor. 

Is  life  any  better  in  El  Salvador  now 
than  in  1979  when  the  coup  took  place? 
Roots  of  the  civil  war  lie  in  the  economic 
exploitation,  social  injustice  and  politi¬ 
cal  oppression  of  the  majority  of  the  pop¬ 
ulation.  Those  conditions  have  worsened. 

Basic  needs  aren’t  met 

At  least  50  percent  of  Salvadorans  do 
not  have  their  basic  needs  met.  The  un¬ 
employment  rate  is  58  percent.  Agricul¬ 
tural  production  costs  have  increased  60 
percent,  and  prices  only  38  percent. 

So  peasants  are  going  to  plant  only  for 
their  family’s  consumption,  which  will 
result  in  a  serious  grain  and  food  short¬ 
age. 

In  1979,  there  were  750  political  kill¬ 
ings.  The  government  of  El  Salvador  was 
condemned  by  every  major  international 
human-rights  group. 

In  1985  there  were  at  least  1,543  civil¬ 
ians  assassinated  by  death  squads,  mili¬ 
tary  or  paramilitary  units.  And  the  U.S. 
government  says  that  human  rights  have 
improved!  Life  is  not  better. 

I  listened  to  horror  stories  from  people 
in  refugee  camps,  labor  unions,  teachers, 
university  students  and  professors,  pastors 
and  church  workers,  mothers  of  the  “dis¬ 
appeared,”  and  human-rights  workers. 


o-V 

Shirley  Dare 


One  very  graphic  illustration  of  con¬ 
tinued  torture  and  killing  was  the  pictor¬ 
ial  display  of  the  maimed  and  murdered 
at  the  national  gathering  of  Christian 
base  communities.  Each  community  had 
prepared  posters  with  photos  and  names 
listing  people  from  their  community  who 
were  "disappeared.” 

A  Roman  Catholic 
high  school  was  jeop¬ 
ardizing  its  future 
by  playing  host  to 
such  a  group.  The 
people  present  were 
risking  their  lives. 

“We  will  not  be  si¬ 
lenced,”  a  school  of¬ 
ficial  said.  “The  truth  must  be  told.” 

A  North  American  journalist  present 
at  the  meeting  said:  “In  1984  Duarte 
made  a  pact  with  the  armed  forces:  Con¬ 
trol  the  death  squads,  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  will  not  prosecute  any  officers  for 
previous  human-rights  violations. 

Investigations  disbanded’ 

"The  investigations  unit  of  the  trea¬ 
sury  police  were  formally  disbanded. 
There  were  fewer  bodies  dumped  in  pub¬ 
lic  places.” 

But  Decree  50  remains.  It  states  that 
anyone  suspected  of  subversive  activities 
can  be  put  in  prison  for  15  days.  People 
jailed  cannot  communicate  with  any¬ 
one-family  or  lawyer.  When  a  confes¬ 
sion  is  signed,  they  are  sent  to  prison. 

There  are  more  than  1,000  political 
prisoners  in  the  capital,  San  Salvador.  I 
heard  personal  stories  of  the  kinds  of  tor¬ 
ture  that  is  used  to  make  these  detain- 
tees  confess  to  subversive  activities. 

One  man  said  that  the  army  came  to 
his  village,  rounded  up  84  men  and  wom¬ 
en,  blindfolded  them,  tied  their  thumbs 
together  and  took  them  to  a  barracks.  He 
spent  six  days  enduring  torture. 


“They  put  a  hood  over  my  head,  tied  it 
around  my  throat,  put  knives  to  my  neck 
and  sometimes  my  stomach  threatening 
to  kill  me,  sat  on  my  neck  and  piled  stuff 
on  top  of  me  trying  to  suffocate  me  and 
made  me  stand  in  the  hot  sun. 

“Finally,  they  took  me  to  a  hen  house 
where  the  women  and  the  rest  of  the 
men  were.  We  were  there,  surrounded  by 
the  soldiers  all  the  time,  for  46  days  until 
the  Red  Cross  could  get  us  out.  They  said 
our  crime  was  that  we  gave  food  to  the 
guerrillas,  and  they  wanted  to  know  who 
was  our  leader. 

"We  are  Christians;  we  give  food  to 
any  who  are  hungry,  guerrilla  or  army. 
God  is  with  us  in  these  cruel  moments.” 

The  main  goal  pursued  by  the  United 
States  in  El  Salvador  is  a  geopolitical 
one:  to  defeat  the  revolutionary  chal¬ 
lenge  to  preserve  control  over  the  re¬ 
gion. 

Any  other  concern— real  democracy, 
economic  development,  social  justice, 
even  respect  for  basic  human  rights— is 
subordinate  to  that  goal. 

The  Kissinger  Commission  Report 
states,  “We  are  engaged  in  Central 
America  because  we  are  serving  funda¬ 
mental  U.S.  interests  that  transcend  any 
particular  government .” 

The  message  that  I  received  from  the 
Salvadoran  people  was,  “Go  and  tell 
your  people  that  we  want  peace,  justice 
and  to  be  left  alone  to  make  our  own  de¬ 
cisions.  Stop  sending  your  V/t  million 
dollars  a  day  that  keeps  this  war  going. 
Salvadorans  will  decide  the  future  for  El 
Salvador.” 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Shirley  Dare  is  a  member 
of  Wheadon  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Evanston,  111.  (Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference). 


NOW  IS 
THE  TIME 
TO  MAKE... 


An  Investment  in  an 
Individual  Retirement  Account 
Through  the 

United  Methodist  Development  Fund 


Though  the  tax  laws  have  changed,  you  can  still  take 
advantage  of  many  of  the  things  that  have  always  made  a 
UMDF  IRA  a  sound  investment  -- 

—  high  interest  rates  -  8% 

--  full  pre-tax  deductions  of  $2,000  (for  individuals)  or 
$4,000  (for  couples)  until  April  15,  1987 

-  after  April  15,  1987,  you’ll  still  receive  full  pre-tax 
deductions  if  your  IRA  is  your  only  retirement  plan,  or  if 
your  adjusted  gross  income  is  less  than  $25,000  for 
individuals  or  $40,000  for  couples 

--  no  maintenance  fee! 

Amounts  you  invest  in  your  IRA  continue  to  grow  tax- 
free  until  you  withdraw  them,  even  if  you  are  no  longer 
allowed  deductible  contributions  under  the  new  tax  law. 
And  your  investment  allows  UMDF  to  provide  low- 
interest  loans  to  build  and  re-develop  United  Methodist 
churches  across  the  country. 

Write  or  call: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
Suite  320,  475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York.  NY  101 15 

Tel.  (212)  870-3856  or  Tel.  1-800-862-4769  if  Out-of-NY  State 
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David  Berst 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Church-related  schools  may  be  espe¬ 
cially  vulnerable  to  the  kind  of  recruit¬ 
ing  violations  that  led  to  the  suspension 
of  Southern  Methodist  University’s  foot¬ 
ball  program  for  the  1987  season,  said 
the  United  Methodist  layman  who  hand¬ 
ed  down  the  penalty  as  the  NCAA’s  di¬ 
rector  of  enforcement. 

David  Berst,  a  member  of  Old  Mission 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Fairway, 
Kan.,  said  the  problem  stems  in  part 
from  tuition  and  “costs  in  general”  being 
higher  at  private  schools. 

Reliance  ‘breeds’  trouble 
“Because  of  that,”  Mr.  Berst  said, 
“there  tends  to  be  more  reliance  on  mon¬ 
ey  from  supporters,  and  that  kind  of  reli¬ 
ance  tends  to  breed  relationships  that 
can  result  in  violations.” 


Southern  Methodist  University’s  own 
findings  indicated  that  a  booster— re¬ 
portedly  a  United  Methodist  layman 
from  Dallas— had  provided  about  $61,000 
in  payments  to  13  football  team  mem¬ 
bers  during  1985  and  1986. 

The  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Associa¬ 
tion  had  ruled  that  the  booster  was  to  have 
been  disassociated  from  the  university's 
athletic  program  for  violations  uncovered 
in  an  earlier  investigation.  That  earlier  in¬ 
vestigation  resulted  in  a  three-year  proba¬ 
tion  for  SMU  starting  August  1985. 

Strong  leadership  crucial 

Mr.  Berst  said  he  believes  private 
schools  can  maintain  a  competitive  Divi¬ 
sion  I  (NCAA’s  highest  level)  university 
program  that  conforms  to  NCAA  regula¬ 
tions  only  if  the  athletic  director  and  head 
coach  make  it  clear  to  all  staff  members 


that  those  rules  will  not  be  broken. 

“We’re  really  talking  about  basically 
good  people,  not  criminal  elements,”  he 
said  regarding  violators  on  coaching 
staffs. 

The  NCAA  violations'  report  stated 
that  "certain  key  athletics  department 
staff  members”  at  SMU  had  continued 
the  “cheating”  (funneling  cash  payments 
from  the  booster  to  student-athletes)  that 
caused  the  1985  penalties  and  “deliber¬ 
ately  failed  to  disclose  this  fact." 

Mr.  Berst  noted  that  it  would  be  difficult 
to  reconstruct  a  “viable”  Division  I  pro¬ 
gram  at  Southern  Methodist  and  said  the 
process  would  require  patience  from  the 
university  and  its  football  fans.  He  indicat¬ 
ed  that  it  would  take  at  least  five  years. 

Church  membership  no  factor 

Despite-Mr.  Berst’s  close  ties  to  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodism,  he  said  he  did  not  react  as 
a  church  member  to  the  allegations  lev¬ 
eled  against  Southern  Methodist. 

“I  thought,  ‘Oh,  no!’  but  it  was  a  reac¬ 
tion  to  the  fact  that  this  was  another  vio¬ 
lation  (by  SMU),  not  because  it  was  a 
Methodist  school,”  Mr.  Berst  said. 

“In  my  role  in  reviewing  allegations  of 
violations,  I  certainly  can  not  take  into 
consideration  whether  it  is  a  Methodist 
school  or  not. 

“But,  as  a  person  who  belongs  to  a 
church  and  participates  in  church  activi¬ 
ties,  I  certainly  do  have  some  fundamental 
concerns  about  intercollegiate  athletics 
and  how  those  programs  are  handled.” 

Starred  at  UM-related  college 

During  the  mid-1960s  the  NCAA  direc¬ 
tor  of  enforcement  was  a  collegiate 
sports  star  at  United  Methodist-related 


MacMurray  College  in  Jacksonville,  M.: 
a  three-year  starter  in  basketball  and  a 
no-hit  baseball  pitcher. 

MacMurray  participates  in  the  NCAA 
Division  HI  Prairie  College  Conference  and 
perennially  produces  NCAA  finalists  in  soc¬ 
cer  as  well  as  All-American  wrestlers. 

Mr.  Berst  said  he  attended  the  non- 
scholarship  school  on  a  financial  need- 
based  work-study  grant. 

Asked  if  the  school  provided  him  a  car, 
as  many  Division  I  schools  reportedly  do, 
he  laughed  and  replied,  “No,  but  I  some¬ 
times  got  to  drive  the  maintenance  de¬ 
partment  tractor.” 

Mr.  Berst  is  a  member  of  the  staff- 
parish  relations  committee  at  Old  Mis¬ 
sion  UMC  as  well  as  a  communion 
steward  and  an  officer  of  an  adult  Sun¬ 
day-school  class. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


SMU  promises  new  directions  after  ‘death  penalty’ 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Life  after  the  football  pro¬ 
gram’s  “death  penalty”  will  be  different 
at  Southern  Methodist  University,  pre¬ 
dict  several  United  Methodist  leaders 
with  ties  to  the  Dallas  university. 

The  group,  which  includes  the  dean  of 
SMU’s  school  of  theology  and  presidents 
of  the  United  Methodist  University  Sen¬ 
ate  and  of  SMU’s  own  faculty  senate,  in¬ 
dicated  that  they  expect  church 
members— from  bishops  to  laypeople— 
to  take  more  active  roles  in  defining  the 
mission  of  the  university. 

Southern  Methodist  University’s  parent 
body  is  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  All  active 
bishops  within  that  eight-state  area  are 
automatically  on  the  university’s  board  of 
trustees. 

Harshest  NCAA  penalty  ever 

The  UM-related  institution  was  hit 
Feb.  25  by  the  most  severe  penalty  ever 


handed  down  by  the  National  Collegiate 
Athletic  Association:  a  one-year  suspen¬ 
sion  of  its  violations-ridden  football  pro¬ 
gram;  an  abbreviated  season  the 
following  year;  limitations  on  scholar¬ 
ships,  recruiting  and  coaching  staff  size; 
and  a  recommended  ban  of  nine  uniden¬ 
tified  boosters  from  contributing  cash  or 
services  to  the  Southern  Methodist  ath¬ 
letic  programs. 

The  NCAA  stopped  just  short  of  impos¬ 
ing  the  full  two-year  “death  penalty”  for 
repeat  major  rules  violators.  That  penal¬ 
ty  was  adopted  by  the  NCAA  at  its  June 
1985  special  convention. 

SMU  admitted  that  between  Septem¬ 
ber  1985  and  December  1986  “numerous” 
football  players  received  payments 
ranging  from  $50  to  $725  a  month  from  a 
slush  fund  provided  by  a  university 
booster. 

Southern  Methodist  had  been  on  a 
three-year  probation  since  August  1985 
for  major  violations  of  NCAA  rules— an 
NCAA-record  sixth  football  probation 


since  1958. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  (Oklahoma 
Area),  an  SMU  trustee  and  member  of  its 
presidential  search  committee,  said  Feb. 
26,  “Needless  to  say,  the  NCAA  sanction 
is  painful  for  the  Southern  Methodist 
University  community  to  bear.  But  I  am 
confident  the  pain  will  produce  healthy 
dialogue  that  will  lead  to  growth. 

“Already  the  problem  has  stimulated 
the  board  of  trustees,  faculty,  alumni, 
students  and  others  in  the  SMU  family  to 
begin  clarifying  values  and  renewing 
commitment  to  the  purpose  and  mission 
of  the  university.” 

Can  SMU  be  ‘born  again’? 

SMU  interim  President  William  B. 
Stallcup  Jr.  set  the  tone  for  change  in  his 
news  conference  statement  Feb.  25  when 
he  said,  “We  already  are  charting  a 
course  of  action  for  all  our  intercolle¬ 
giate  athletic  activities  that  will  provide 
for  the  proper  role  of  athletics  in  the  life 
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DALLAS— David  Berst,  left,  NCAA  director  of  enforcement,  prepares  to  read  his  statement  during  a  press  con¬ 
ference  announcing  SMU  football  penalties  Feb.  25.  Listening  are  SMU  interim  President  William  B.  Stallcup  Jr. 
and,  right,  the  Rev.  Lonnie  D.  Kliever,  SMU  faculty  representative  to  the  NCAA. 


of  the  university.” 

Asked  if  he  could  expect  the  public  to 
believe  that  SMU,  with  its  reputation  for 
cheating,  could  be  “born  again,”  the  uni¬ 
versity  president  said,  “Actions  speak 
louder  than  words.  All  you  can  do  is  fol¬ 
low  the  progress  we  make  and  judge  us 
on  that  basis.” 

Dr.  Stallcup  said  that  the  SMU  commu¬ 
nity’s  attitude  is  “outrage  that  it  has  hap¬ 
pened,  outrage  that  it  has  continued.”  He 
said  he  believes  that  SMU  plans  to  take 
steps  to  see  that  it  never  happens  again. 

Dr.  Stallcup  added  that  the  school’s 
board  of  trustees  has  signaled  “that  the 
academic  purposes  of  this  university  will 
not  be  compromised  by  athletics.” 

Agreeing  with  that  view  was  Dr.  Roy 
Shilling,  president  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  University  Senate,  which  periodically 
examines  each  school  affiliated  with  the 
denomination. 

“Athletics  are  not  central  to  the  life  of 
a  university,”  said  Dr.  Shilling.  The  his¬ 
toric  purposes  of  a  university  are  teach¬ 
ing,  research  and  public  service,  which 
he  described  as  “preparing  leaders  for  a 
global  community,  which  is  to  say,  to 
work  to  improve  the  human  condition.” 

Football  program  reassessed 

He  said  that  while  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate  was  not  going  to  be  “prescriptive,” 
he  believes  that  athletic  programs  other 
than  Division  I— the  highest  under  NCAA 
standards— can  be  “rewarding  and  chal¬ 
lenging.” 

Dr.  Stallcup  would  not  rule  out  the  option 
of  SMU’s  dropping  to  Division  II  for  foot¬ 
ball  competition,  saying  that  a  committee 
on  athletics  was  studying  that  issue. 

The  Southern  Methodist  faculty  senate 
is  on  record  favoring  abolition  of  “quasi- 
professional  athletics”  at  SMU  and  has 
suggested  that  no  athletic  scholarships 
be  given. 

Broader  concerns  expressed 

Dr.  Shilling  said  the  UM  University 
Senate  has  broader  concerns  for  SMU 
than  the  current  football  scandal. 

The  University  Senate  had  put  the  uni¬ 
versity  on  notice  with  an  “explicit”  re¬ 
port  following  a  Jan.  8-9  meeting.  That 
report  indicated  the  University  Senate 
was  “troubled  about  allegations  in  the 
athletic  program”  but  was  "also  serious¬ 
ly  concerned  about  broader  institutional 
issues.” 

The  report,  which  has  not  been  made 
public,  reviewed  the  university’s  admin¬ 
istrative  effectiveness,  financial  stabil¬ 
ity,  institutional  integrity,  church-related- 
ness  and  quality  of  its  academic 
programs,  Dr.  Shilling  said. 

University  officials  are  preparing  to 


answer  that  report  by  an  April  1  dead¬ 
line. 

Dr.  Shilling,  president  of  UM-related 
Southwestern  University  in  Georgetown, 
Texas,  said  he  believes  “it  is  important 
for  the  bishops  to  be  actively  involved” 
in  governing  SMU. 

The  only  bishop  on  the  university’s  pol¬ 
icy-making  board  of  governors,  de¬ 
scribed  as  an  “executive  committee”  of 
the  board  of  trustees,  is  Bishop  John 
Russell  (Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area). 

Bishop  Russell  and  other  SMU  gover¬ 
nors  agreed  not  to  comment  on  the  latest 
NCAA  action  or  to  discuss  proposed  rem¬ 
edies  and  were  referring  callers  to  the 
SMU  president’s  office. 

Not  ‘church-dominated’ 

The  Rev.  James  Kirby,  dean  of  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  at  SMU,  said 
that  while  he  believes  the  bishops  can  be 
assertive  in  “taking  care  of  the  prob¬ 
lem,”  the  United  Methodist  affiliation 
should  not  be  understood  to  mean 
“church-dominated.” 

He  added  that  the  church’s  leadership 
roles  would  also  be  filled  by  United 
Methodist  pastors  and  laypeople  on  the 
university’s  governing  body. 

The  Rev.  Leroy  Howe,  a  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  professor  and  president  of 
the  SMU  faculty  senate,  said,  "I  think  the 
church  is  going  to  continue  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  with  how  the  university  responds.” 

He  predicted  a  more  active  trustee¬ 
ship  for  United  Methodists  on  the  board 
as  well  as  a  “more  united  front.” 

“It’s  our  actions,”  he  conceded,  “that 
can  indeed  show  a  ‘born-againness’ 
around  here.  You  can’t  go  off  and  claim 
it;  you  have  to  do  it.” 

Dr.  Howe  called  SMU’s  public  confes¬ 
sion  and  public  penance  “unique,”  saying 
it  offered  possibilities  for  restoration  of 


“Punishment  is  not  the 
issue.  Transformation  is. 
Frankly,  I’m  concerned 
about  their  souls.’’ 

— the  Rev.  Leroy  Howe 


integrity  at  the  university. 

In  the  past,  he  indicated,  the  university 
felt  it  had  been  the  victim  of  selective 
enforcement  by  the  NCAA.  This  time, 
the  university  itself  admitted  its  own 
wrong-doing,  even  though  the  confession 
was  tempered  by  the  failure  to  disclose 
the  identity  of  the  people  involved. 

Dr.  Howe  said  that  he  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  faculty  senate  had  mixed 
feelings  about  the  promises  of  immunity 
and  confidentiality  offered  to  guilty 
players,  coaches  and  boosters. 

Punishment  not  the  issue 

“Punishment  is  not  the  issue,”  he  said. 
“Transformation  is.  Frankly,  I’m  con¬ 
cerned  about  their  souls.” 

The  Rev.  Lonnie  D.  Kliever,  professor 
of  religious  studies  at  SMU  and  its  facul¬ 
ty  athletic  representative,  said  that  the 
university  recognized  that  "complicity” 
inside  the  athletic  department  made 
cash-payment  violations  possible  and 
promised  that  the  athletic  staff  would  be 
carefully  monitored  to  prevent  that  from 
happening  again. 

As  the  university’s  interim  provost, 
Ruth  Morgan,  pointed  out  in  the  Winter 
1987  edition  of  the  "SMU  Mustang”  mag¬ 
azine,  “Although  financial  adversity  may 
unite  a  university,  issues  of  academic  or 
moral  integrity  are  even  more  likely  to 
galvanize  a  responsible  academic  com¬ 
munity  to  action.” 


UM  agency’s  probe  continues 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
,  In  addition  to  recent  NCAA  investi¬ 
gations  regarding  athletics,  Southern 
Methodist  University  academics,  fi¬ 
nances  and  governance  continue  un¬ 
der  investigation  by  the  United 
Methodist  University  Senate  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  16). 

The  University  Senate,  which  rou¬ 
tinely  inspects  all  100-plus  schools  re¬ 
lated  to  the  denomination,  submitted 
an  “explicit”  report  to  the  Dallas 
school  in  late  January  and  established 
an  April  1  deadline  for  university  offi¬ 
cials  to  reply. 

Details  of  the  report  have  not  been 
made  public,  but  a  statement  issued 


by  University  Senate  President  Roy 
B.  Shilling  said  the  agency  is  “trou¬ 
bled  about  allegations  in  the  athletic 
program  and  is  also  seriously  con¬ 
cerned  about  broader  institutional  is¬ 
sues.” 

A  team  of  University  Senate  mem¬ 
bers,  made  up  of  officials  from  other 
UM-related  schools,  will  visit  SMU  in 
April— the  third  such  visit  in  a  year. 

A  University  Senate  spokesman  de¬ 
scribed  SMU  Interim  President 
William  B.  Stallcup  as  “cooperative” 
and  “very  positive”  regarding  the 
University  Senate’s  latest  actions  and 
report. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


‘Sanctuary’  churches  tell  of  break-ins 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Break-ins  at  churches— some  of  them 
United  Methodist— which  provide  sanc¬ 
tuary  for  Central  America  refugees  are 
disruptive  and  have  a  “chilling  effect”  on 
ministry,  a  U.S.  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  subcommittee  was  told  Feb.  19-20. 

The  subcommittee  failed  to  find  out 
who  committed  the  burglaries  or  why,  or 
even  if  there  was  a  common  link  be¬ 
tween  them. 


chairman  of  the  House  Judiciary  Sub¬ 
committee  on  Civil  and  Constitutional 
Rights,  which  held  the  hearing,  said, 
“There  is  some  kind  of  a  pattern  going  on 
and  we  want  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it.” 

The  Rev.  Gregory  S.  Brown,  pastor  of 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Washington,  said  that  a  Jan.  31  break-in 
at  the  church  was  “one  of  a  long  series  of 
acts  to  intimidate  Central  American  ref¬ 
ugees  and  their  North  American  support¬ 
ers.” 


The  pastor  said  that  while  Calvary 
UMC  has  averaged  a  break-in  a  month, 
the  Jan.  31  incident  was  different. 
“Somebody  either  had  a  key  or  knew  how 
to  disarm  the  bolt  locks,”  he  said. 

The  key  item  taken,  he  said,  was  “a 
floppy  disk”  containing  names  and  ad¬ 
dresses  of  people  involved  in  a  36-city 
“National  Caravan”  being  planned  by  a 
Committee  of  El  Salvador,  which  has  an 
office  at  Calvary. 

The  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights 
in  New  York  City,  a  lawyers’  group,  has 
compiled  a  list  of  more  than  50  incidents 
which  the  center  believes  are  linked  to 
intelligence  gathering  from  groups  and 
individuals  opposing  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion  policy  in  Central  America. 

At  least  five  United  Methodist  proper¬ 
ties  have  been  involved,  including  Calva¬ 
ry  UMC;  Wheadon  UMC  in  Evanston,  Ill.; 
Trinity  Church  in  Berkeley,  Calif.;  Pico 
Rivera  (Calif.)  UMC;  and  an  apartment 
that  housed  a  Guatemalan  refugee  fam¬ 
ily  sponsored  by  First  UMC  in  German¬ 
town,  Pa. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  E.  Parker  of  Trinity 
UMC  said  that  his  church  suffered  “a 
number  of  break-ins”  last  year,  but  one 
was  particularly  suspicious  because  “a 
lot  of  files  were  out”  and  several  valu¬ 
able  items  were  left  behind.  He  said 
there  was  another  incident  in  which  a 
custodian  surprised  a  man  apparently 
copying  something  at  a  desk  in  a  refugee 
office. 

Carol  Larsen,  the  wife  of  an  assistant 
pastor  at  Wheadon  UMC,  said  that  the 
break-in  at  the  Illinois  church  was  the 
“only  burglary”  there  in  1986.  She  be¬ 
lieves  that  a  file  folder  containing  a  list 
of  sanctuary  supporters  in  the  Midwest 
may  have  been  emptied  in  that  burglary. 

This  article  was  written  by  associate 
editor  Glen  Larum  and  based,  in  part,  on 
a  report  by  the  United  Methodist  News 
Service. 


Elections 

highlight 

conferences 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— From  Eastern 
Kentucky  in  early  May  to  California 
in  late  June,  United  Methodists  in 
the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico 
will  assemble  at  73  campgrounds, 
churches  and  convention  centers  to 
carry  on  a  tradition  of  more  than 
two  centuries. 

The  1987  meetings  of  the  church’s 
annual  conferences  will  have  a  num¬ 
ber  of  agenda  items  in  common, 
with  election  of  clergy  and  lay  rep¬ 
resentatives  to  the  1988  General 
Conference  heading  the  dockets. 

In  all,  998  delegates  will  be  elect¬ 
ed  during  the  meetings  in  the  U.S. 
and  parts  of  Africa,  Europe  and  the 
Philippines  to  attend  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  top  legislative  assembly  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  April  26-May  6, 1988. 

By  the  time  the  Red  Bird  Mission¬ 
ary  Conference  convenes  in  Man¬ 
chester,  Ky.,  May  8,  eight  of  the  28 
conferences  outside  the  U.S.  will 
have  completed  their  business.  The 
first  of  these  eight  was  held  in  Janu¬ 
ary. 

On  the  other  end  of  the  schedule, 
the  California-Pacific  Conference 
in  Redlands  will  be  concluded  June 
22,  and  the  California-Nevada  ses¬ 
sions  will  wind  up  June  23  in  Sacra¬ 
mento. 

In  addition  to  electing  General 
Conference  delegates,  annual  con¬ 
ference  sessions  will  deal  with  reso¬ 
lutions  on  public  issues,  plan  for  the 
church’s  work  in  their  region,  ordain 
clergy  and  appoint  pastors  to  their 
stations  for  the  coming  year. 


But  Rep.  Don  Edwards  (D-Calif.), 


CLASS 

IFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE— Church  Business  Admin¬ 

istrator  for  active  UMC  of  2,700  members.  Ministeri¬ 
al  staff  of  four  Church  is  22  miles  north  of 
Houston— residential  community.  Salary  negotiable. 
Resume  to:  Dr  Ben  Chamness,  Kingwood  UMC,  1799 
Woodland  Hills  Dr..  Kingwood,  TX  77339.  j 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION-1,150 

members,  growing  community,  full-time,  salary 
negotiable.  Resume  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  306  West  Wisconsin  Avenue.  DeLand,  FL 

CERTIFIED  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCA¬ 
TION  wanted  for  1,100-member  church  in  Memphis, 

TN.  Salary  negotiable.  Mullins  UMC.  4  North  Men¬ 
denhall,  Memphis.  TN  381 17.  (901)  685-8253.  j 

VISIT  RUSSIAN  PEOPLE,  churches  in  Estonia,  Len¬ 
ingrad,  Armenia,  Moscow,  citizen  diplomacy  tour 
with  Bill  Matthews,  sponsor  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  SMU,  Dallas,  TX  75275;  phone  (214)  692-2251. 

EDUCATION-YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Roswell,  NM. 
Training  and  experience  in  Methodist  Christian 
education  and  youth  ministries  desired.  Salary  ne- 
gotiable.  Contact:  Rev.  Weldon  Butler,  P.O.  Box 
1913,  Roswell.  NM  88201.  (505)622-1881. 

VISITING  ENGLAND?  Christian  couple  invites 
guests.  Robin  Hood  country.  Nottinghamshire.  Will 
meet  you  at  airport,  help  you  overcome  jet-lag,  en¬ 
tertain  you  in  our  comfortable  home,  help  you 
make  personal  arrangements  for  your  visit.  E.g. 
bed/breakfast  for  8  pounds.  Details:  Ken  Hawkins. 

12  Cambourne  Gardens.  Ravenshead,  Nottingham. 
England. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  MINISTRIES  at 

large,  downtown  church.  Experience  necessary 
Unusual  opportunity  to  develop  exciting,  creative 
program  for  children  in  a  multiple  staff  setting. 
Contact  Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoads,  (318)  424-7771,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport.  Louisiana. 

TOP  CASH  PAID  for  old  oriental  rugs  any  size  and 
condition.  Call  collect  (213)  659-6354  24  hrs.  or 
write  to  Patrick  Michaels,  906  S.  Robertson  Blvd., 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90035. 

CHURCHES  OR  CHURCH  GROUPS!  A  special 

help  is  available  for  raising  money  for  any  good 
cause.  1000%  return  is  the  usual.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  write  to:  Commitment  Candles,  R.D.  #2, 
Box  103,  Boswell,  PA  15531. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINIS¬ 

TRIES  for  dynamic  suburban  Central  Florida 
church.  Bachelor’s  degree  in  Christian  Education 
or  equivalent  work  experience  required.  Compen¬ 
sation  package  —  low  $20's.  Send  resume  to  San- 
lando  United  Methodist  Church,  1890  West  State 
Road  434,  Longwood,  FL  32750. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyurethane 
paint  on  V«  inch  aluminum  Custom  sizes  available. 
Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire  of  Cross  and 

AVAILABLE  NOW  "Have  Gospel  Tent  Will  Trav¬ 
el,"  100  years  of  Methodism  in  Alaska,  $21  from 
Alaska  Missionary  Conference,  3402  Wesleyan 
Drive,  Anchorage,  AK  99508. 

Francisco.  CA  94111  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/CHILDREN  2,700-member 
church;  multistaff  position;  adjacent  to  Oklahoma 
City  University.  Salary  negotiable,  compensation 
package  included.  Position  open  May  1,  1987.  Send 
resume  to:  Dr.  Robert  L.  Allen.  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church,  1401  N.W.  25,  Oklahoma  City, 
OK  73106 

NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808. 
Fulton.  TX  78358. 

Global  mission  gathering 
expects  fun  with  learning 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — Christian  mission 
is  normally  considered  serious  business, 
but  those  attending  the  United  Methodist 
Global  Gathering  in  Louisville  March  12- 
15  may  discover  that  learning  about  mis¬ 
sion  can  be  enjoyable. 

The  meeting  will  have  no  shortage  of 
speeches,  preaching  and  Bible  study,  but 
participants  may  also  learn  in  the  Global 
Village,  where  live  music,  missionary 
encounters,  rural  technology  demonstra¬ 
tions,  crafts  and  films  will  give  a  feel  of 
the  Church  in  mission. 

Recently  developed  building  tech¬ 
niques  used  for  some  Third  World  hous¬ 
ing  will  be  used  in  Global  Village 
structures.  Simple  techniques  for  gener¬ 
ating  and  utilizing  energy  will  be  demon¬ 
strated. 

Six  theme  areas  have  been  marked 
off.  Various  media  will  highlight  the 
church  at  work  through  education,' 
church  development,  refugee  work,  eco¬ 
nomic  development,  health  care  and 
mission  personnel.  Prize-winning  posters 
and  banners  will  add  a  colorful  touch. 

On  the  village  square,  music  will  be 
provided  by  the  Montana  Logging  and 
Ballet  Company,  an  instrumental  group 
using  humor  and  topical  political  satire 
to  entertain  and  inspire.  Formerly  called 
“The  People  Tree,”  the  group  has  ap¬ 
peared  on  national  and  regional  televi¬ 
sion  and  radio. 

The  Saturday  night  program  will  be 
given  by  the  Berea  College  Country 
Dancers  and  Black  Ensemble.  They  will 
sketch  the  Appalachian  region’s  religious 
and  cultural  development  thorugh  song 
and  dance. 

More  than  2,000  persons  have  signed 
up  for  the  Global  Gathering,  sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  and  an  additional  1,000  are 
expected. 


Workshops  will  focus  on  all  facets  of 
mission,  including  children  and  youth  in 
mission,  short-term  volunteers,  small 
congregations  and  ethnic  minority 
churches  in  mission. 

Other  workshops  are  on  issues  such  as 
hunger,  peace,  justice,  health  and  whole¬ 
ness,  adolescent  pregnancy,  disaster  re¬ 
sponse,  immigrants  and  refugees. 


RELIGIOUS  STUDIES 
SUMMER  SCHOOL 
IN  OXFORD 

Intellectually  stimulating  program 
with  distinguished  Oxford  teachers 
including  the  Rev.  Professor 
John  MacQuarrie. 

Old  Testament,  New  Testament. 
Church  History.  Doctrine.  Moral  and 
Pastoral  Theology. 


Stay  at  Lincoln  College  in  Centre  of 
the  University,  dine  in  the  15th 
Century  hall,  use  the  lovely  Chapel. 
All  denominations  will  be  welcome. 
Detailed  brochure  from: 


Wolsey  Hall  Oxford.  North  America. 
41  East  72nd  Street, 

New  York.  NY  10021. 

Tel:  toll  free  1  800  527-  4927 
(within  NY  State  (2 1 2)  734  4990) 


Wolsey  Hall  Oxford 
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Vote  on  invitation  evenly  splits  board 

Official  delegate  won't  go  to  ‘ reconciling  congregations9  meeting 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— The  question  of  sending  a  representative 
to  a  national  meeting  of  congregations  with  ministries  to 
homosexuals  twice  split  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  exactly  half-and-half  Feb.  20. 

Bishop  George  W.  Bashore  (Boston  Area),  president  of 
the  98-member  body,  broke  the  deadlock.  He  voted 
against  the  board’s  participation  in  a  March  27-29  gath¬ 
ering  of  people  from  22  United  Methodist  “reconciling 
congregations.” 

Following  the  vote,  board  members  who  supported  par¬ 
ticipation  entered  into  “a  covenant  of  good  faith”  to  send 
an  unofficial  representative.  In  a  written  statement  dis¬ 
tributed  Feb.  21,  this  group  asked  board  members  for  con¬ 
tributions  to  help  defray  that  person’s  travel  expenses. 

Two  standing  votes  ended  in  36-36  ties.  About  80  board 
members  attended  all  or  part  of  the  Feb.  19-23  meeting. 

General  Conference  upheld 

Bishop  Bashore  said  he  based  his  “no”  vote  on  prohi¬ 
bitions  from  the  1984  General  Conference,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  highest  legislative  body.  That  body  voted 
against  use  of  church  money  for  any  cause  that  pro¬ 
motes  acceptance  of  homosexuality. 

Part  of  the  March  27-29  program  in  Chicago — “Empow¬ 
ering  Reconciling  Ministries:  A  National  Convocation  of 
Reconciling  Congregations”— appeared  to  “deal  with  af¬ 
firmation  of  the  homosexual  lifestyle,”  the  bishop  said. 

Therefore,  using  board  funds  to  send  a  representative 
would  violate  church  law,  Bishop  Bashore  said. 

One  workshop,  he  noted,  is  entitled  “Ritualizing  lesbi¬ 
an  and  gay  lifestyles  and  relationships.” 

Many  participants  in  the  Chicago  program  “have  been 
advocates  to  the  acceptance  of  homosexual  lifestyle  and 


the  ordination  of  homosexuals,”  Bishop  Bashore  added. 

“I  think  that  if  you  are  going  to  engage  in  a  discussion 
around  this  issue,  you  don’t  simply  use  personnel  advo¬ 
cating  one  side,”  he  said.  “For  a  dialogue,  you  need  to 
involve  people  who  will  uphold  the  actions  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference.” 

Board  member  Nancy  A.  Starnes  of  Sparta,  N.J., 
agreed  to  attend  the  Chicago  meeting  as  an  unofficial 
observer. 

“I  felt  is  was  important  we  have  someone  there  to 
bring  back  information  on  how  the  Reconciling  Congre¬ 
gation  Program  works,”  Mrs.  Starnes  said. 

Mrs.  Starnes  said  she  comes  “with  no  prejudices  on  ei¬ 
ther  side”  of  issues  about  how  the  church  should  relate 
to  homosexuals.  She  said  she  views  the  trip  “as  a  strict¬ 
ly  personal  learning  experience.” 

She  said  she  had  received  one  small  contribution  to 
help  with  her  travel  expenses. 

'Message’  debated 

Board  members  debated  what  message  their  action 
would  send  to  homosexuals  and  to  the  denomination  at 
large. 

"We  took  a  stand  on  ordination  [at  the  1984  General 
Conference],"  said  the  Rev.  Rebecca  Parker.  She  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  Wallingford  United  Methodist  Church  in  Seattle, 
identified  as  a  reconciling  congregation. 

“I  do  not  believe  we  meant  to  send  the  message  that 
lesbians  and  gay  men  are  not  welcome  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,”  she  said.  “But  that’s  the  message 
that’s  been  sent.” 

Bishop  R.  Kern  Eutsler  (Holston  Area)  said  that  many 
church  members  would  see  an  official  representative  as 
an  endorsement  of  homosexuality.  Such  a  perception 


would  alienate  those  people,  not  lead  to  further  recon¬ 
ciliation,  he  said. 

John  Hannay,  a  layman  from  Washington,  said  the 
board  should  not  look  at  the  vote  on  participation  as  a 
referendum  on  homosexuality  “but  as  an  opportunity  to 
be  in  dialogue  with  people  who  feel  alienated." 

All  agencies  invited 

Mark  Bowman,  coordinator  of  the  national  meeting, 
told  the  Reporter  Feb.  24  from  Washington  that  the  Rec¬ 
onciling  Congregation  Program  had  invited  representa¬ 
tives  of  all  denominational  boards  and  commissions.  He 
declined  to  comment  on  responses  from  other  agencies. 

He  said  100  to  120  representatives  of  the  22  reconcil¬ 
ing  congregations  are  expected  at  the  Chicago  meeting, 
the  first  national  gathering  of  people  from  those 
churches. 

Participants  are  to  develop  training  resources  for 
ministries  with  lesbians  and  gay  men,  exchange  pro¬ 
gram  ideas  and  establish  contacts  with  people  doing 
similar  work,  he  said. 

Workshops  include  “Homophobia  and  Human  Sexual¬ 
ity  Education,”  “AIDS  (acquired  immune  deficiency 
syndrome)  and  the  Ministry  of  the  Church”  and  “Devel¬ 
oping  Reconciling  Ministries  in  Local  Churches.” 

“We  invited  the  agency  people  to  see  what’s  happen¬ 
ing  in  the  local  church,”  Mr.  Bowman  said. 

The  Reconciling  Congregation  Program  was  started  in 
1984  by  Affirmation,  unofficial  UM  caucus  for  lesbian  and 
gay  concerns,  after  the  1984  General  Conference  reaf¬ 
firmed  the  long-standing  denominational  definition  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality  as  “incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.” 

The  program’s  intent  is  “to  show  local  churches  open 
to  all  people,  including  lesbians  and  gay  men,”  Mr.  Bow¬ 
man  said. 


Youth ,  family  projects  get  Discipleship  nod 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— Projects  dealing  with 
youth  ministries,  spiritual  development 
in  families  and  leadership  training  for 
ethnic  congregations  won  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  approval  last  month. 

The  98-member  board  gave  the  nod  to 
a  “vision  statement”  about  the  role  of 
teen-agers  in  the  church  and  in  the  com¬ 
munity  during  its  Feb.  19-23  meeting. 

The  board  also  adopted  plans  for  a  con¬ 
vocation  on  family-life  spirituality  and  ap¬ 
proved  a  $194,250  project  to  help  develop 
lay  and  clergy  leadership  among  ethnic- 
minority  people  in  all  annual  conferences. 

‘Bold  thrust’  adopted 

Board  member  Elizabeth  Sweet,  a  lay- 
woman  from  Rumford,  R.I.,  called  the 
youth  statement  “a  bold  new  thrust  in 
youth  ministries.”  The  statement  is  to 
guide  the  board’s  efforts  to  develop  re¬ 
sources  and  programs  for  adolescents. 

The  document  acknowledges  that  while 
youths  “are  recipients  of  God’s  gift  of 
grace,”  they  “struggle  with  questions 
about  who  they  are,  whether  they  like  who 
they  are  and  whether  others  like  them. 

"The  primary  task  of  youth  ministry 
then  is  to  love  youth  where  they  are,  to 
encourage  them  in  developing  their  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God,  to  provide  them  with 
opportunities  for  nurture  and  growth, 
and  to  challenge  them  to  respond  to 


God’s  call  to  serve  their  communities,” 
the  statement  says. 

Adults  have  a  responsibility  to  pass 
their  faith  on  to  young  people,  the  state¬ 
ment  says. 

Teens  “sense  their  place  in  the  larger 
global  church  by  relating  to  adults  who 
have  authentic  faith,  who  are  growing  in 
that  faith,  who  care,  who  study  Scrip¬ 
tures,  whose  skills  are  both  developed  and 
developing  and  who  serve  faithfully  in 
their  communities,”  the  statement  says. 

In  turn  teens  are  to  share  their  faith 
stories  with  each  other  and  “to  witness  to 
God’s  grace  given  freely  to  all  persons,” 
the  document  says. 

“It  is  God’s  will  that  youth  serve  faith¬ 
fully  as  witnesses  to  God’s  kingdom 
among  us,”  the  statement  says.  “That  ser¬ 
vice  will  range  from  visiting  a  shut-in  to 
repairing  a  home,  to  spending  an  evening 
with  an  emotionally  disturbed  youth,  to 
struggling  with  such  issues  as  racism, 
hunger  and  care  for  the  environment.” 

Board  already  moving 

The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  board,  noted  that  the  state¬ 
ment’s  emphasis  on  working  with  adults 
as  well  as  young  people  captures  the  di¬ 
rection  the  agency  is  moving. 

For  example,  he  said,  the  board  plans  a 
six-hour  pilot  workshop  this  fall  in  each  of 
the  church’s  five  jurisdictional  regions. 


These  workshops  are  to  test  models  for 
training  adults  to  work  in  youth  ministries. 

Ms.  Sweet  pointed  out  that  “Vision  88: 
Celebrate  the  Vision,”  a  national  youth 
rally,  follows  the  other  point  of  the  youth 
statement. 

About  5,000  teens  from  around  the 
world  are  expected  to  attend  the  Aug.  8- 
12, 1988,  event  in  Macomb,  Ill. 

The  purpose  of  the  rally,  the  first  mass 
gathering  for  youth  since  the  UMC  was 
formed  in  1968,  is  to  let  teens  “claim, 
share  and  celebrate  God’s  love  as  re¬ 
vealed  in  Jesus  Christ,  to  strengthen 
commitment  to  God  and  one  another  and 
to  continue  Christ’s  ministry  in  the 
world,”  she  said. 

Family  affirmed 

The  convocation  on  family-life  spiritu¬ 
ality  is  to  “affirm  that  the  family  is  the 
primary  arena  for  spiritual  formation, 
the  primary  place  in  which  we  come  to 
know  God  and  learn  to  love  God  and 
serve  God  and  neighbor,”  said  the  Rev. 
L.  Ray  Sells  of  the  board’s  Center  for 
Congregational  Life. 

The  event,  tentatively  planned  for 
1989,  is  expected  to  attract  up  to  500  peo¬ 
ple  who  want  to  develop  plans  for  help¬ 
ing  families  become  “a  place  for 
nurturing  for  faith  and  witness,”  he  said. 

“The  church  is  called  to  support  fam¬ 
ilies  as  they  discover  the  presence  of  God 


in  the  ordinary  events  of  their  daily  lives; 
to  hold  up  a  vision  of  the  family  as  a  place 
of  meaning,  holiness  and  vitality  . . .;  and 
to  free  families  for  mission  to  the  world,” 
Mr.  Sells  said  in  a  formal  statement. 

Leadership  session  set 

The  leadership-development  project  is 
to  fund  one-day  training  sessions  for  ethnic 
clergy  and  laity  in  as  many  annual  confer¬ 
ences  as  possible  by  the  end  of  1991. 

“This  is  a  comprehensive,  boardwide  ef¬ 
fort”  to  continue  the  agency’s  work  with 
ethnic  constituencies  after  the  current 
missional  priority  ends  in  1988,  said  board 
member  Nancy  A.  Starnes  of  Sparta,  N.J. 

The  denomination’s  missional  priority  is 
now  “Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  for  Witness  and  Mission.” 

The  new  project  is  intended  to  expand 
the  board’s  work  with  ethnic  leaders  at 
the  local-congregation  level  by  offering 
direct  training,  a  written  proposal  says. 

The  project  evolved  from  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  need  by  ethnic  members  of  the 
board  about  making  programs  and  re¬ 
source  development  for  minorities  "a 
part  of  the  ongoing  life  of  the  board,” 
Mr.  Sells  said. 

The  board  plans  to  pay  for  the  project 
by  adjusting  funds  in  current  budgets  and 
requesting  more  money  from  the  World 
Service  Fund  between  1989  and  1992. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Agencies  eye 
Scarritt  land 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— Two  UM  agencies 
with  offices  adjacent  to  Scarritt  Gradu¬ 
ate  School  have  expressed  interest  in 
acquiring  part  of  the  10.5-acre  campus. 

The  land  could  become  available  as 
part  of  a  deal  that  would  move  the 
UM-related  graduate  school’s  two  pro¬ 
grams— in  Christian  education  and 
church  music— to  Duke  University  in 
Durham,  N.C.  (see  UMR,  Feb.  20). 

The  Staff  Services  Committee  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in¬ 
structed  executives  of  that  agency 
Feb.  22  to  explore  buying  some  of 
Scarritt’s  nine  buildings. 

The  committee  expressed  particu¬ 
lar  interest  in  the  dormitories,  said 
the  Rev.  Jack  Heaton,  a  district  su¬ 
perintendent  from  Memphis,  Tenn. 
Those  buildings  could  house  board 
members  and  others  during  visits  to 
Nashville  for  meetings,  he  said. 

Earlier  in  the  week,  the  Rev.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter,  chief  executive  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  said  his  agency  “might 
well  occupy"  some  of  the  Scarritt 
buildings  if  space  becomes  available. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
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Model  adopted  for  UMs  to  study  homophobia 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

ORLANDO,  Fla.— A  proposed  model 
for  United  Methodist  general-agency 
study  of  homophobia /heterosexism  and 
the  way  they  may  hurt  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  approved  for  distribu¬ 
tion  by  the  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  (COSROW) 
Feb.  26-Mar.  1. 


TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  leach  dynamic 
Bible  courses 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER!  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

Box  77  •  El  Paso  ARK  72045 
501  849  2131 


The  model  is  based  on  a  study  the 
commission  conducted  on  “the  linkages 
between  sexism  and  homophobia /hetero- 
sexism”  during  its  1986  meeting. 

Homophobia  is  defined  as  “the  irratio¬ 
nal  fear  of  homosexuality  in  others  or 
oneself.”  Heterosexism  is  defined  as  “em¬ 
phasizing  the  systematic  nature  of  anti¬ 
homosexual  feeling  and  discrimination.” 

According  to  the  Rev.  Kristan  Bur- 
kert,  who  chaired  the  COSROW  commit¬ 
tee  creating  the  model,  the  commission 
hopes  each  general  agency  will  share  its 
findings  with  other  agencies. 

The  commission’s  model  suggests  each 
study  include  a  presentation— perhaps  a 
film  or  other  media— to  provoke  discus¬ 
sion  about  homophobia,  an  opening  wor¬ 
ship  service  led  by  lesbian  guests,  and  an 
address  on  how  homosexuality  is  treated 
in  the  Bible. 

The  model  states  that  “an  essential  el¬ 
ement  of  the  study  is  for  participants  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  meet  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  United  Methodists  and  their  par¬ 
ents;  hear  their  stories;  and  have  time  to 
speak  with  them  informally”  as  the  com¬ 
mission  did  a  year  ago. 


In  interpreting  the  rationale  for  distrib¬ 
uting  a  study  model  on  homophobia/heter¬ 
osexism,  Ms.  Burket  said  COSROW  has 
received  several  inquiries  on  the  subject. 

“The  model  is  not  the  main  thing  to  be 
focused  on  in  terms  of  commission  work, 
although  the  media  have  picked  up  on  it 
and  we  have  received  a  lot  of  publicity,” 
said  Ms.  Burkert. 

“We  really  are  trying  to  focus  on  en¬ 
abling  the  annual  conferences  to  educate 
the  local  church  on  this  and  other  issues 
the  commission  deals  with.” 

An  associate  pastor  at  Oak  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Portland, 
Ore.,  Ms.  Burkert  said  the  commission 
has  been  asked,  “What  is  our  mandate 
for  the  homophobia  study?” 

She  answered,  “The  study  relates  to 
our  mandate  to  foster  awareness  of  is¬ 
sues  pertinent  to  women,  including  those 
who  may  not  be  heterosexual.” 

Ressie  Mae  Bass,  vice  president  of  the 
commission  and  a  member  of  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Miami,  ech¬ 
oed  Ms.  Burkert’s  response. 

“The  General  Commission  on  the  Sta¬ 
tus  and  Role  of  Women  is  an  advocacy 


organization  ...  for  all  women.” 

Comments  varied  on  whether  the  model 
will  be  accepted  within  the  church  at  large. 

Commission  member  Bishop  Judith 
Craig  (Michigan  Area)  said,  “I  hope  we 
don’t  get  seen  as  a  one-issue  agency.  Peo¬ 
ple  are  going  to  read  it  and  get  what  they 
want  out  of  it.” 

Another  commission  member,  the 
Rev.  George  Christie,  pastor  of  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Denver,  said, 
"The  work  on  homophobia  would  be  very 
valuable  to  our  local  church.”  Mr.  Chris¬ 
tie  said  it  will  be  “reassuring”  for  his 
congregation  to  know  that  they  are  not 
the  only  ones  thinking  about  the  subject. 

But  Edna  Emery  said  “it  will  go  right 
past  most  local  churches.  They  don’t  want 
to  recognize  the  homophobia  issue.  They 
don’t  know  what’s  going  on  .  .  .  because 
they  have  not  been  exposed  to  the  problem. 

A  member  of  Boonton  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Boonton,  N.J.,  Ms.  Emery 
said,  "They  (the  local  churches)  don’t  re¬ 
alize  that  homophobia  is  a  sin.  That’s  go¬ 
ing  to  be  a  battle.  It’s  going  to  take  a  long 
time  for  people  to  be  sympathetic.  And 
there  will  be  people  who  never  will.” 


NASHVILLE— Betty  Stoud,  a  volunteer  in  the  Prayer  Ministry  Center  at 
The  Upper  Room,  takes  a  call  as  the  Rev.  James  K.  Wagner  and  Evelyn 
McKee  watch.  Ms.  Stoud  works  the  newly  restored  11  p.m.  to  7  a.m.  shift  at 
the  center.  Mr.  Wagner  directs  prayer  and  healing  ministries  for  The  Upper 
Room,  an  arm  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  Ms. 
McKee  coordinates  prayer  center  operations.  A  $10,000  gift  from  a  retired 
minister  allowed  the  center  to  resume  around-the-clock  operations.  Budget 
cuts  had  halted  24-hour  service  in  1985. 
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Gift  lets  prayer  center 


resume  24-hour  work 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— A  $10,000  gift  from  a 
retired  minister  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  allowed 
a  UM-sponsored  national  telephone 
switchboard  for  prayer  requests  to  re¬ 
sume  24-hour  operation  last  month. 

The  Rev.  J.  Lawrence  and  Helen  Ei- 
senberg  presented  a  check  in  December 
to  restore  service  from  11  p.m.  to  7  a.m. 
at  the  Prayer  Ministry  Center  of  The  Up¬ 
per  Room.  That  shift  resumed  Feb.  1. 

Budget  cuts  in  1985  had  forced  the 
prayer  center  to  eliminate  night  service 
after  eight  years  of  around-the-clock  op¬ 
eration,  said  the  Rev.  James  K.  Wagner, 
director  of  prayer  and  healing  ministry 
for  The  Upper  Room. 

“Larry  came  by  in  August,  stopped  at 
the  prayer  center  and  asked  what  we 
needed,”  Mr.  Wagner  said. 

After  learning  of  the  curtailed  ser¬ 
vices  because  of  budget  cuts,  Mr.  Eisen- 
berg  pledged  $10,000,  Mr.  Wagner  said. 

Mr.  Eisenberg,  a  staff  member  of  the 
Board  of  Evangelism  of  The  Methodist 
Church  in  Nashville  during  the  1960s, 

Stewardship 
draft  plan 
gets  support 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— A  proposal  for  a  deno¬ 
minationwide  Joint  Committee  on  Stew¬ 
ardship  earned  the  endorsement  of  the 
Stewardship  Section  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  Feb.  22. 

“The  purpose  of  the  joint  committee  is  to 
bring  coordination,  coherence  and  theologi¬ 
cal  consistency  to  the  tasks  of  stewardship 
wherever  they  are  lodged  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion,”  said  the  Rev.  Herbert  Mather,  chief 
of  the  Stewardship  Section  staff. 

The  draft  plan  gives  the  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  primary  responsibility  for  de¬ 
veloping  programs  and  materials  to 
explain  stewardship  and  giving  in  local 
congregations. 

“We  recognize  this  proposal  is  not  offi¬ 
cial,”  said  the  Rev.  Clifford  Ives,  pastor  of 
Waterville  (Maine)  United  Methodist 
Church.  “But  we  want  to  affirm  the  con¬ 
cept  and  express  appreciation  for  being  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  decision-making  process.” 

The  Stewardship  Advisory  Committee, 
created  by  the  1984  General  Conference 
and  headed  by  Bishop  Edwin  C.  Boulton 
(Dakotas  Area),  worked  out  the  proposed 
structure  of  the  joint  stewardship  panel 
during  a  Feb.  9-11  meeting  in  Nashville. 

The  advisory  group  is  to  put  the  plan  into 
final  form  in  August,  Mr.  Mather  said.  The 
proposal  is  then  to  go  to  the  1988  General 
Conference. 

The  draft  plan  calls  for  a  25-member 
joint  committee  that  would  meet  twice  a 
year,  he  said. 

It  would  be  composed  of  one  staff  mem¬ 
ber  and  one  elected  director  each  from  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries,  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  United  Methodist 
Communications,  Mr.  Mather  said. 

Church  law  gives  each  agency  some 
responsibility  for  raising  money,  he  said. 

In  addition,  a  layperson  and  clergyper- 
son  would  represent  each  regional  juris¬ 
dictional  conference,  he  said.  A  bishop 
who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  would  chair  the  panel. 

The  draft  plan  calls  for  creation  of  a 
staff  position  within  Discipleship ’s  Stew¬ 
ardship  Section  to  provide  full-time  staff 
support  to  the  joint  committee,  Mr. 
Mather  said. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
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made  his  gift  from  part  of  the  proceeds 
from  a  $l-million  sale  of  property  in 
Brentwood,  Tenn.,  where  he  used  to  live. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eisenberg  said  they 
would  give  one-tenth  of  that  amount  to 
works  of  the  church. 

The  prayer  center  began  in  1977  as  a 
joint  venture  of  United  Methodist  Men 
and  The  Upper  Room.  Both  are  arms  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  center  receives  6,000  to  7,000  calls 
a  month  on  toll-free  lines,  Mr.  Wagner 
said.  Volunteers  answer,  listen  and  pray 
but  do  not  offer  advice. 

The  center’s  toll-free  number  is  (800) 
251-2468.  Callers  in  Tennessee  are  asked 
to  call  (615)  327-4673  collect. 

After  praying  with  a  caller,  the  volun¬ 
teer  asks  the  caller’s  name  but  not  his  or 
her  address,  Mr.  Wagner  said.  The  volun¬ 
teer  then  writes  a  brief  summary  of  the 
prayer  concern. 

The  summary  is  mailed  to  two  of  near¬ 
ly  450  active  prayer  groups  around  the 
country,  he  said.  Those  groups  offer  ad¬ 
ditional  prayers  for  the  concern. 

No  other  follow-up  is  made,  he  said. 

Telephone  charges  ran  around  $50,000 
during  1986,  Mr.  Wagner  said.  Grants 
from  United  Methodist  Men  paid  $24,000 
of  that. 

Proceeds  from  sales  of  Upper  Room 
devotional  publications,  gifts  from  the 
Fellowship  of  the  Upper  Room  and  per¬ 
sonal  contributions  covered  the  rest,  Mr. 
Wagner  said. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


NEEDED:  A  SPONSOR 
TO  HELP  ME 


AMUTHA,  age  7,  has  known 
poverty  all  of  her  life.  Her  fa¬ 
ther  has  leprosy,  and  her  poor 
mother  earns  15t  a  day. 
Amutha  has  been  accepted  at  a 
Christian  orphanage  in  India. 

You  could  sponsor  Amutha  or 
another  child  like  her  in  one  of 
70  Christian  orphanages  in  11 
countries  where  WORLD'S 
CHILDREN,  INC.  administers  to 
their  needs.  The  cost:  Just  $13 
a  month.  That’s  less  than  444  a 
day  to  provide  spiritual  as  well 
as  physical  food  for  a  destitute 
child. 

You  will  recieve  full  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  child  including  pho¬ 
to,  name  and  address,  plus 
information  on  our  work  with 
children.  WCI  is  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  approved  and  donations 
are  tax  deductible.  WCI  sent 
88%  of  all  funds  received  on  to 
the  children  in  1986. 


Will  you  sponsor  a  child? 
Please  write  today. 
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•  Demonstration  Disks  available 
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Make  Your  Plans  to  Attend 

Worship  Workshop 

Ruston: 

Thursday,  March  26 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
1000  W.  Woodward  Ave. 

10  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Baton  Rouge: 

Friday,  March  27 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Corner  of  North  &  East  Boulevards 
10  a.m.-4  p.m. 

For  more  information,  contact  Dr.  Ted  Standley  at  (504)  892-4694. 


Che  ‘Bishop's 
Corner 

‘Learning  through 
Listening’ 

Driving  to  work  the  other  morning 
I  heard  an  interview  with  Bennie  Car¬ 
ter,  the  great  jazz  musician.  For  sixty 
years  he  has  been  one  of  the  well- 
known  figures  in  that  medium.  The 
reporter  called  his  musical  interpre¬ 
tations  “urbane,”  as  indeed  they  are. 

Bennie  Carter  was  asked  by  the  re¬ 
porter  if  he  ever  listened  to  his  own 
music.  Carter  replied,  “Never;  but,  I 
listen  to  everybody  else’s  music.  I 
learn  something  from  each  of  them 
and  try  to  incorporate  the  best  in  my 
own  renditions.” 

What  a  lesson  for  all  of  us!  Mostly, 
we  tend  to  listen  to  ourselves  and  not 
to  others  and,  therefore,  never  learn 
anything  other  than  what  we  already 
know.  Instead  we  ought  to  be  listening 
to  everybody  else  as  a  stimulus  to  our 
own  education,  learning,  and  knowl¬ 
edge  with  the  ultimate  in  discovering 
more  of  the  truth  than  we  already 
have. 

So  many  people  think  they  already 
know  the  proper  interpretation  of 
scripture,  the  correct  answers  to  all 
moral,  ethical,  and  theological  prob¬ 
lems,  the  proper  way  to  prioritize  and 
make  value  judgments;  therefore 


since  we  already  know,  we  are  not 
open  to  anyone  else’s  opinion. 

I  am  guilty  of  this.  Not  long  ago  I 
discovered  a  truth  regarding  a  techni¬ 
cal  question  that  I  had  not  known  be¬ 
fore.  Had  you  asked  me,  I  would  have 
been  certain  of  the  answer  but  obvi¬ 
ously  I  had  not  been  listening  to  any¬ 
one  but  myself.  Finally  I  heard  an 
expert  in  the  field  who  disabused  my 
mind  of  what  I  had  previously  thought 
to  be  the  facts. 

Thanks,  Bennie  Carter,  for  remind¬ 
ing  me  of  something  I  should  have  al¬ 
ready  known.  Next  Sunday  I  will  go  to 
church  with  an  open-mind  and  listen 
to  what  somebody  else  has  to  say.  I 
will  set  aside  my  preformed  preju¬ 
dices  and  preconceived  ideas  in  the 
hope  that  I  may  gain  some  insight  I 
do  not  already  have.  I  will  also  listen 
to  some  sermon  tapes,  this  week,  with 
the  notion  of  gaining  new  knowledge 
and  new  insight  into  the  Word  and  the 
Will  of  God. 


CCOM  Reviews  Budget  and  Program  Needs 


The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  purpose  of  this  meeting  is  to  con- 

held  its  annual  budget  meeting  on  Satur-  sider  the  budget  requests  from  the  vari- 

day,  February  28  at  Broadmoor  United  ous  boards  and  agencies  of  the 

Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  conference  in  preparation  of  a  Confer- 


Dr.  Tracy  Arnold,  chairperson  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  and  Dr. 
Charles  B.  Simmons,  chairperson  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  enjoy  a 
few  moments  of  humor  at  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Budget  meeting 
held  recently  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Judicial  Council  to  Tackle 
Bishop’s  Discrimination  Issue 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


:  The  Bentons,  communicators  using  sa¬ 
cred  music  and  the  spoken  word,  will  be 
^appearing  at  the  9:30  a.m.  service  of 
Clear  Creek  United  Methodist  Church 
and  also  at  the  11:00  a.m.  service  of  the 
•Wall  United  Methodist  Church  in  Clinton 
ion  Sunday,  March  15.  Rev.  Larry  Robert¬ 
son  is  the  pastor. 

Westlake  United  Methodist  Church, 
.Westlake  is  sponsoring  a  Family  Game 
;Event  on  Sunday,  March  15  at  4:30  p.m. 
;in  Pomeroy  Center.  There  will  be  activi¬ 
ties  for  all  ages  and  all  are  invited  to  at¬ 
tend.  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell  is  the  pastor. 

On  Sunday,  March  29  at  7:00  p.m.  the 
congregation  of  Francis  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  will 
.participate  in  their  first  Song  Fest.  Re¬ 
quests  for  favorite  hymns  will  be  taken. 
!Rev.  Kathy  Schaffhauser  is  the  pastor. 

The  Evangelism  Committee  of  Hen¬ 
ning  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Sulphur  has  designated  Sunday,  March 
15  as  "No  Excuse  Sunday.”  Everyone  is 
asked  to  put  aside  all  of  the  various  rea¬ 
sons  for  not  attending  church.  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  L.  Potter  is  the  pastor. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  La- 
Place  is  planning  a  "Sunday  in  the  Sun” 


at  Camp  Istrouma  on  Sunday,  March  29. 
Anyone  interested  is  invited  to  come  to 
church  Sunday  morning  prepared  for  a 
picnic  —  wearing,  appropriate  clothing 
and  bringing  a  picnic  lunch.  The  caravan 
will  leave  the  church  immediately  fol¬ 
lowing  the  morning  worship  service. 
Rev.  Richard  C.  Hebert  is  the  pastor. 

A  family  retreat  has  been  planned  for 
members  of  the  DeQuincy  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  DeQuincy  at  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Camp  in  LeBlanc  for 
March  27-28.  Contact  the  pastor  Rev. 
Robert  Townsend  for  more  information. 

Rev.  Mark  Martin  of  Walker  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Walker  has  donated 
his  beard  to  the  youth  group  of  the 
church.  In  the  next  few  weeks,  the  youth 
will  be  asking  church  members  to  ex¬ 
press  their  opinion  of  Rev.  Martin’s 
beard  by  pledging  money  to  “Shave  it 
off"  or  “Keep  it  on.”  Final  results  will  be 
announced  on  March  22.  All  monies  will 
go  to  projects  sponsored  by  the  youth. 

Lee’s  Landing  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond 
District,  will  be  celebrating  their  75th 
anniversary  homecoming  on  Sunday, 
March  15.  Rev.  William  Eubanks  is  the 
pastor. 


UMW  Retreat  Announced 


The  1987  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Retreat  will  be  held 
this  spring  at  the  Methodist  Seashore  As¬ 
sembly  Grounds  in  Biloxi,  Miss.  The 
dates  are  March  27,  28,  and  29.  This  will 
be  the  fifth  bi-annual  retreat,  having 
been  started  in  1979. 

The  theme  for  this  retreat  is  “Standing 
From  a  Kneeling  Position.”  Leading  the 


retreat  will  be  Rev.  Rosemary  Brown  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.  She  is  well  known  as  an 
innovative,  inspirational  leader,  who  is 
now  serving  as  pastor  of  Gladeville  Old 
Union  United  Methodist  Church  in  Glade¬ 
ville,  Tenn. 

The  Chairperson  of  the  1987  Retreat  is 
Margaret  Burris  of  Franklinton  and  the 
Assistant  Chairperson  is  Vera  Packer  of 
Slidell. 


Retirement  age  for  United  Methodist 
bishops  will  be  a  subject  before  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  “Supreme  Court”  when  it 
holds  its  spring  session  April  22-25  in 
Phoenix,  Ariz. 

At  present,  bishops  must  retire  at  66- 
70,  depending  on  when  their  birthdays 
fall  in  relation  to  the  quadrennial  session 
of  the  church’s  five  jurisdictiinal  confer¬ 
ences.  Other  ordained  clergy  in  the  de¬ 
nomination  do  not  have  to  retire  until 
they  reach  70.  Several  optional  provi¬ 
sions  'for  earlier  retirement  are  avail¬ 
able. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  has  asked  the  Judi- 
cian  Council  for  a  declaratory  decision 
on  whether  the  two  paragraphs  of  church 
law  are  in  conflict. 

Also  on  the  court’s  docket  for  April, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Hoover  Rupert, 
Lakeland,  Fla.,  Judicial  Council  secre¬ 
tary,  is  a  further  review  in  the  case  of  a 
Baltimore  Conference  minister  found 
guilty  in  a  church  trial  on  charges  based 
on  alleged  sexual  harassment.  Docketed 
from  the  New  York  Conference  is  a  pen¬ 
sions  fund  issue  related  to  investments  in 
“South  Africa,  military  contracts,  envi¬ 
ronmental  pollution,  union  busting  or  ra¬ 
ce/gender  discrimination.” 

A  case  from  Virginia  deals  with  estab¬ 
lishing  a  conference  committee  on  ecu¬ 
menical  matters,  and  another  from 
South  Carolina  pertains  to  clergy  sala¬ 
ries. 

Retirement  age  for  bishops  has  been  a 
subject  of  debate  in  the  denomination  for 
a  number  of  years.  Bishops  are  elected 
for  life,  but  always  have  had  a  specific 
retirement  age.  The  current  rule  was  set 
by  the  1976  General  Conference. 

Some  in  the  church  argue  that  forcing 
a  bishop  to  retire  earlier  than  other  cler¬ 
gy  is  discriminatory.  Others  say  the  is¬ 


sue  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that  a 
bishop  has  the  opportunity  to  retire  only 
during  the  jurisdictional  conference  ev¬ 
ery  four  years,  while  other  clergy  can  re- 
tire  at  any  session  of  their  annual 
conference  if  they  meet  age  or  length  of 
service  requirements. 

Bishops  who  are  presently  required  to 
retire  in  1988,  and  their  ages  at  the  time 
of  the  jurisdictional  conference  in  mid- 
July,  are:  Emerson  S.  Colaw,  Minneapo¬ 
lis,  66;  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  Chicago,  69; 
James  S.  Thomas,  N.  Canton,  Ohio,  69; 
James  M.  Ault,  Pittsburgh,  69;  John  W. 
Hardt,  Oklahoma  City,  67;  Robert  M. 
Blackburn,  Richmond,  Va.,  68;  Roy  C. 
Clark,  Columbia,  S.C.,  67;  Paul  A.  Duffey, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  67;  R.  Kern  Eutsler, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  68;  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr., 
Lakeland,  Fla.,  69,  and  Leontine  T.  C. 
Kelly,  San  Francisco,  68. 

In  a  ruling  in  May  1976,  the  Judicial 
Council  held  that  the  General  Conference 
has  the  right  to  fix  retirement  age  of 
bishops  and  the  church’s  constitution  has 
no  requirement  that  it  be  the  same  as 
that  of  other  clergy. 

The  Rev.  Earl  B.  Carter,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
told  United  Methodist  News  Service  that 
the  jurisdiction’s  executive  committee 
thought  timely  the  idea  of  asking  the  Ju¬ 
dicial  Council  to  again  consider  the  ques¬ 
tion. 

In  1986,  the  U.S.  Congress  passed  legis¬ 
late  abolishing  a  mandatory  retirement 
age  of  70  for  some  workers.  While  not  di¬ 
rectly  affecting  retirement  ages  in  reli¬ 
gious  bodies,  it  is  believed  the  action 
could  have  a  bearing  on  public  attitudes 
toward  retirement  ages. 

Tom  Matheny,  Hammond,  La.,  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  nine-member  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil. 
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Lay  Leaders  Meet  in  Nashville  for  Enrichment 


Hubert  and  Lillian  Blanchard  and  for¬ 
mer  lay  leader  Tom  Matheny,  all  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  attended 
the  1987  meeting  of  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Annual  Conference  Lay  Leaders 
(NAACLL)  held  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Feb¬ 
ruary  13-15. 

The  purpose  of  NAACLL,  an  affiliate 
of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  is 
to  help  strengthen  the  presence  and 
voice  of  the  laity  in  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  to  enable  a  mutual  ministry 
among  lay  people  and  clergy,  and  to  ex¬ 
change  information  about  the  lay  pro¬ 
gram  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  annual  meeting  was  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  training  and  enrichment  for  confer¬ 
ence  lay  leaders  and  to  support  and 
uphold  the  ministry  of  the  laity. 

In  its  business  sessions  on  February 
14,  the  NAACLL  elected  and  installed 
new  officers.  Shirley  Parris  of  the  New 
York  Annual  Conference  was  elected 
vice  president,  and  William  (Buddy)  Ar¬ 
nold  of  the  North  Arkansas  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  was  elected  secretary.  Their 
terms  of  office  extend  until  1989.  Jean 


Hubert  Blanchard  and  Tom  Matheny 
were  among  those  lay  leaders  that  re¬ 
cently  met  in  Nashville. 

Henderson  (Holston  Annual  Conference) 
and  Arlene  Wood  (Alaska  Missionary  An¬ 
nual  Conference)  were  elected  to  one- 
year  terms  on  the  executive  committee. 
Kenneth  Plummer  of  the  Central  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual  Conferfence  continues 
as  president,  and  Doris  Rudy  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference  con¬ 
tinues  as  treasurer.  Their  terms  expire 
in  1988. 


Addressing  this  year’s  theme,  "Stew¬ 
ards  of  God’s  Grace,”  were  GBOD  staff 
members  Herbert  Mather  and  Norma 
Gaskill.  Mather,  assistant  general  secre¬ 
tary  for  the  Section  on  Stewardship,  led 
participants  in  a  “Gifts  Discovery  Work¬ 
shop”  designed  to  help  them:  (1)  discover 
their  gifts;  (2)  affirm  their  giftedness  and 
the  giftedness  of  others;  and  (3)  find  ways 
of  committing  their  gifts  in  service  to 
God  through  the  community.  Mather  told 
the  lay  leaders  that  they  would  return 
home  with  “new  insights  about  their 
gifts  received  through  new  friends,  the 
scriptures,  and  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

Mather  and  Gaskill  (director,  Section 
on  Stewardship),  in  a  second  workshop 
entitled  “Caretakers  of  God’s  Creation,” 
encouraged  the  lay  leaders  to  think  of 
themselves  as  "co-creators”  with  God. 
“Creation,”  they  said,  “is  about  making 
new  possibilities.  God  created  all  and 
continues  to  be  ultimate  with  all  cre¬ 
ation.” 

After  inviting  participants  to  think 
about  creation  and  their  relationship  to 
it,  Mather  explained:  “When  evil  is 
wrecking  creation,  as  faithful  stewards 


we  have  the  responsibility  to  speak  up. 
We  should  be  stewards  of  hope,  not  de¬ 
spair.” 

In  the  final  stewardship  workshop, 
“Spiritual  Resources  for  Our  Steward¬ 
ship  Journey,”  Gaskill  told  the  audience 
that  “spirituality  and  stewardship  are 
not  mutually  exclusive.”  She  asked  the 
lay  leaders  to  consider  and  promote  a 
new  definition  of  stewardship:  “Christian 
stewardship  is  a  spiritual  understanding 
of  the  practical  and  economic  aspects  of 
all  of  life.” 

Other  leaders  for  the  event  included: 
Bishop  R.  Kern  Eutsler,  resident  bishop 
of  the  Holston  Area;  Linda  Edwards,  as¬ 
sociate  professor  of  nursing  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Illinois;  James  Reed,  district 
superintendent  of  the  Chicago  Western 
District;  Bette  Trumble,  lay  leader  of  the 
Nebraska  Annual  Conference;  Marilyn 
Magee,  assistant  general  secretary,  Sec¬ 
tion  on  Ministry  of  the  Laity,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship;  and  Evelyn  Burry, 
director  of  development  of  lay  leader¬ 
ship,  Section  on  Ministry  of  the  Laity, 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  The  musi¬ 
cal  group  Dust  and  Ashes  provided  en¬ 
tertainment. 


ence  Benevolent  Budget  for  the  years 
1988  and  1989. 

For  the  first  time,  a  new  method  was 
inaugurated  for  receiving  from  the  vari¬ 
ous  boards  and  agencies  their  proposed 
budgets  for  the  coming  years.  A  series  of 
budget  hearings  were  held  in  early  Feb¬ 
ruary  for  the  purpose  of  giving  each 
board  an  opportunity  to  come  and  re¬ 
view  their  proposed  budgets  before  a 
hearing  committee  made  up  of  seven  in¬ 
dividuals.  At  this  time,  each  board  was 
requested  to  bring  with  them  a  copy  of 
their  audit  for  the  preceeding  year  and 
the  proposals  of  their  boards  for  the 
years  ’88  and  ’89.  At  the  conclusion  of 
these  meetings,  the  Budget  Hearing 
Committee  reviewed  each  of  the  re¬ 
quests  and  formulated  a  proposed  budget 
for  the  Conference  Benevolence  Fund. 

This  budget  was  presented  to  the  entire 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  at 
their  February  28th  meeting  by  Pat  Nel¬ 
son,  chairperson  of  the  Budget  Hearing 
Committee.  The  group  responded  favor¬ 
ably  to  the  requests  and  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  from  the  Budget  Hearing  Committee 
were  adopted  and  budgets  for  1988  and  1989 
were  accepted  without  any  changes.  The 
budgets  for  both  of  those  years  were 
within  the  guidelines  of  the  amount  of 
money  allocated  to  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  by  the  Conference  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  &  Administration. 

Other  business  included  recommend¬ 
ing  to  the  Council  on  Finance  &  Adminis¬ 
tration  special  conference  observances 
for  the  years  1987  and  1988.  Each  of 
these  10  observances  will  be  lifted  up  be¬ 
fore  the  churches  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  and  an  offering  for  their  particular 
support  will  be  received  by  each  local 
church.  Such  observances  are  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  Sunday,  World  Commu¬ 
nion  Sunday,  Good  Samaritan  Offering, 
Human  Relations  Day,  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing,  Youth  Service  Fund  and 
World  Order  Sunday. 

In  addition  to  the  financial  matters 
considered  at  the  budget  meeting,  Dr. 
Charles  B.  Simmons,  chairperson  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  asked 
for  reports  from  the  various  boards  re¬ 
garding  some  of  their  proposed  pro¬ 
gramming  plans  for  the  future. 

Higher  Education 

Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  chairperson  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus 
Ministry,  reported  on  the  financial  re¬ 
quests  that  will  be  made  to  the  Council 
on  Finance  &  Administration  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Campus  Ministries  Program 
as  well  as  Centenary  College  and  Dillard 
University  for  the  years  1987  and  1988.  In 
addition  to  their  requests,  Rev.  Cottrill 
informed  the  group  that  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry  is 
requesting  a  separate  line  item  appor¬ 
tionment  of  $25,000  for  the  year  1988  to 
be  used  for  capital  improvements  to  the 
Wesley  Foundation  buildings  throughout 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Legislative  Liaison 

Dr.  Phil  Woodland,  chairperson  of  the 
Legislative  Liaison  Committee,  reported 
on  their  recent  meeting.  At  this  session, 
the  committee  reaffirmed  its  opposition 
to  gambling  as  a  means  of  increasing 
state  revenue,  both  through  statewide 
lotteries  as  well  as  casino-type  gam¬ 
bling.  The  committee  also  affirms  edu¬ 
cation,  increased  teachers’  salaries  and  a 
linkage  with  recognition  reward  of  ex¬ 
cellence  in  teaching.  The  committee 
lifted  up  the  need  for  increased  revenues 
for  education  and  recommends  a  review 
of  the  base  of  tax  support  for  the  state. 
Plans  are  being  made  for  the  Legislative 
Liaison  Committee  to  have  a  series  of  in¬ 
terviews  with  the  gubernatorial  candi¬ 
dates  in  the  near  future.  A  reception  for 
members  of  the  Louisiana  Legislature 
will  be  hosted  by  Bishop  Walter  Under¬ 
wood  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  legisla¬ 
tive  session. 


Design  Team 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  meeting 
was  the  report  of  the  Design  Team 
charged  with  addressing  the  needs  of 
Louisiana’s  families  in  poverty.  This 
committee,  chaired  by  Roger  Guissinger, 
has  been  actively  involved  in  research¬ 
ing  how  the  Louisiana  Conference  can  be 
of  assistance  on  behalf  of  Louisiana’s 
families  in  poverty.  The  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  in  1986  authorized 
the  forming  of  this  group,  which  gave 
their  formal  report  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  the  Council  on  Ministries.  The 
committee  presented  two  major  goals 
that  they  felt  were  significant  as  a  result 
of  their  study  over  the  past  few  months: 
1)  To  research  and  determine  methods 
to  enable  creative  change  in  the  lives  of 
families  in  seriously  deprived  poverty 
conditions  in  Louisiana,  2)  to  actively 
work  toward  the  implementation  of  pro¬ 


grams  and  public  and  private  policies 
that  will  enhance  the  life  possibilities  of 
people  in  poverty.  The  committee  would 
propose  to  utilize  demonstrations  or  pilot 
projects  at  a  number  of  locations  around 
the  state  as  the  basis  of  project  units. 
Each  local  project  would  be  designed 
based  on  specific  needs  of  the  population 
to  be  served  as  well  as  a  community  re¬ 
source  and  would  be  under  the  general 
sponsorship  of  local  United  Methodist 
congregations.  The  major  work  of  the 
project  will  be  performed  by  local  orga¬ 
nizations  that  are  affiliated  with  or  are 
the  creation  of  churches  or  coalitions  of 
churches  in  specific  locales  around  the 
state.  These  churches  will  be  called  on  to 
secure  volunteers  who  will  be  trained  to 
perform  a  variety  of  demanding  tasks 
from  project  leadership  to  a  host  of  per¬ 
sons  who  wil  provide  support  and  en¬ 
couragement  for  other  people  in  deep 
need.  Workers  will  learn  how  to  help 
other  people  create  or  recreate  their 
lives,  and  in  turn,  they  will  find  new 
meaning  in  their  own  lives. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
endorsed  this  proposed  program  by  the 
Design  Committee  and  recommends  it  to 
the  Council  on  Finance  &  Administration 
for  funding.  A  complete  copy  of  this  re¬ 
port  will  be  published  in  the  Pre-Confer¬ 
ence  Book  and  will  be  presented  to 
members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  at  their  meeting  in  Shreveport 
during  the  first  week  in  June. 

Disaster  Relief 

Upon  request  of  the  Disaster  Relief 
Committee,  chaired  by  Rev.  Tom  Howe, 
this  group  asked  that  it  no  long¬ 
er  be  a  committee  under  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  terminating  that  rela¬ 
tionship  to  establish  a  new  one  with  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  This 
move  makes  the  structure  of  the  Disas¬ 
ter  Relief  Committee  more  in  keeping 
with  other  annual  conferences.  The 
Council  on  Ministries,  along  with  the 
Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
approved  this  request  to  be  effective  on 
June  1. 

Board  of  Church  &  Society 

Rev.  Tim  Lawson,  chairperson  of  the 
Board  of  Church  &  Society  presented  the 
following  resolution  to  the  Council  on 
Ministries  for  their  consideration: 

“The  Rev.  Dr.  Lea  Joiner  served  the 
United  Methodist  Church  faithfully  and 
effectively,  graciously  and  lovingly,  as  a 
pastor  for  over  thirty  years.  The  Rev. 
Joyner  gave  her  life  to  redeeming  the 
‘lost  sheep’  of  her  community  and  ulti¬ 
mately  lost  her  life  through  the  violence 
of  one  she  sought  to  serve  and  to  love. 

“Grateful  to  God  for  the  outstanding 
ministry  of  Lea  Joyner,  the  church  she 
founded,  Southside  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Monroe,  decided  to  rename  the 
church.  ‘Lea  Joyner  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church.’  Undoubtedly,  the  spir¬ 
it  of  Lea  Joyner  lives  on  in  that  congre¬ 
gation  and  its  new  name  is  a  fitting 
memorial  to  her  faithful  leadership. 

“The  Council  on  Ministries  of  the  Lord 
siana  Annual  Conference  is  convinced 
Lea  would  still  have  us  carry  on  her 
life’s  work  —  the  work  of  Christ  —  to 
seek  and  save  the  lost.  Therefore,  we  call 
attention  to  the  Social  Principles  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  which  speak  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  issues  of  crime  and  rehabili¬ 
tation  (Paragraph  74-F,  The  Book  of 
Discipline,  1984,  p.  101): 

“To  protect  all  citizens  from  those  who 
would  encroach  upon  personal  and  prop¬ 
erty  rights,  it  is  the  duty  of  governments 
to  establish  police  forces,  courts,  and  fa¬ 
cilities  for  rehabilitation  of  offenders. 
We  support  governmental  measures  de¬ 
signed  to  reduce  and  eliminate  crime, 
consistent  with  respect  for  the  basic 
freedom  of  persons.  We  reject  all  misuse 
of  these  necessary  mechanisms,  includ¬ 
ing  their  use  for  the  purpose  of  persecut¬ 
ing  or  intimidating  those  whose  race, 
appearance,  life  style,  economic  condi¬ 
tion,  or  beliefs  differ  from  those  in  au¬ 
thority,  and  we  reject  all  careless, 
callous,  or  discriminatory  enforcement 
of  law.  We  further  support  measures  de¬ 
signed  to  remove  the  social  conditions 
that  lead  to  crime,  and  we  encourage 
continued  positive  interaction  between 
law  enforcement  officials  and  members 
of  the  community  at  large.  In  the  love  of 
Christ  who  came  to  save  those  who  are 
lost  and  vulnerable,  we  urge  the  creation 
of  genuinely  new  systems  of  rehabilita¬ 
tion  that  will  restore,  preserve,  and  nur¬ 
ture  the  humanity  of  the  imprisoned.  For 
the  same  reason,  we  oppose  capital  pun¬ 
ishment  and  urge  its  elimination  from 
all  criminal  codes.” 

The  Council  on  Ministries  expressed 
appreciation  to  Rev.  Lawson  for  this  res¬ 
olution  which  was  adopted  by  the  group. 

The  Council  on  Ministries  approved 
various  calendar  and  program  dates  and 
will  make  its  report  reflecting  the  work 
of  all  boards  and  agencies  to  the  Annual 
Conference  in  June. 
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What  next  at  SMU? 


Suspension  of  the  football  program  be¬ 
cause  of  repeated  recruiting  violations  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  is  a  major 
scandal  for  the  school  and  the  church  (see 
UMR,  March  6  and  elsewhere  in  this  is¬ 
sue).  But  the  loss  of  football  may  be  far 
from  SMU’s  most  serious  problem. 

Last  week  the  governor  of  Texas, 
William  P  Clements,  revealed  that  he 
and  some  other  leaders  on  SMU’s  Board 
of  Governors  knew  of  and  approved  con¬ 
tinued  illegal  payments  to  SMU  football 
players  after  the  school  was  placed  on 
probation  for  such  violations  in  August, 
1985.  Gov.  Clements  resigned  as  head  of 
the  school’s  Board  of  Governors  in  Janu¬ 
ary  of  this  year  when  he  was  inaugurated 
governor  of  the  state. 

Gov.  Clements’  latest  statements  con¬ 
tradict  repeated  denials  of  such  knowl¬ 
edge  in  the  past.  They  also  make  him  and 
his  unidentified  associates  accomplices 
in  the  wrongdoing  that  produced  the 
“death  penalty”  for  SMU  football.  And 
his  statements  cast  a  shadow  on  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  all  members  of  the  Board  of 
Governors,  most  of  whom  steadfastly 
deny  participation  in,  or  knowledge  of, 
any  such  decision. 

The  21 -member  Board  of  Governors  at 
SMU  often  has  been  accused  during  re¬ 
cent  years  of  being  the  real  power  at  the 
school  and  of  usurping  the  legitimate 
role  of  the  larger  and  more  representa¬ 
tive  Board  of  Trustees. 


Now  Gov.  Clements’  admission  provides 
telling  evidence  that  the  “real  power”  at 
SMU  is  not  even  the  full  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  but  an  elite  inner  circle  of  power  bro¬ 
kers  who  answer  to  no  one  and  do  not 
accept  the  importance  of  “due  process”  in 
the  governance  of  an  institution  like  SMU. 

This  latest  revelation  adds  new  urgen¬ 
cy  to  the  serious  questions  the  United 
Methodist  University  Senate  has  raised 
about  integrity  in  SMU’s  governance  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  16.) 

But  at  least  one  action  should  not  await 
the  report  and  recommendations  of  the 
special  committee  created  to  respond  to 
those  questions.  The  time  for  reliance  on 
“quiet  diplomacy”  and  “behind  the  scenes” 
efforts  to  produce  reform  at  SMU  is  past. 

Every  person  who  shared  Gov.  Cle¬ 
ments’  knowledge  and  approval  of  con¬ 
tinued  rules  violations  by  SMU  should  be 
named  publicly  and  disassociated  from 
any  future  leadership  role  at  the  school. 

We  can  be  grateful  that  major  sectors 
of  the  SMU  student  body,  faculty  and  ad¬ 
ministration  as  well  as  the  church,  the 
public  and  a  fair  number  of  SMU’s  boards 
of  Governors  and  Trustees  are  now  de¬ 
manding  such  actions.  In  an  ironic  shift 
from  recent  history,  they  also  are  looking 
to  the  church  to  take  the  lead  in  restoring 
integrity  to  SMU’s  governance  and  repu¬ 
tation.  That  is  at  the  same  time  an  addi¬ 
tional  burden  and  an  historic  opportunity 
that  church  leaders  dare  not  shirk. 


Here  I  Stand 

What  might  a  modern  spirituality  look  like? 


Dishonesty  can’t  produce  integrity 


It’s  not  easy  to  find  a  silver  lining  in  the 
expanding  cloud  that  hovers  over  Southern 
Methodist  University.  Once  the  storm 
clouds  subside,  however,  there  may  be  re¬ 
demptive  possibilities  in  the  revelation 
that  the  then-chairman  of  SMU’s  Board  of 
Governors  was  aware  of  and  approved 
continued  cash  payments  to  SMU  football 
players  (see  preceding  editorial). 

At  the  very  least  Gov.  William  Cle¬ 
ments’  startling  admission  sets  aside  the 
myth  that  SMU’s  problems  are  limited  to 
the  excesses  of  a  “handful  of  overzealous 
boosters.”  It  also  moves  the  university  a 
step  closer  to  doing  away  with  a  process 
that  has  tended  to  punish  the  innocent 
and  protect  the  guilty. 

Among  his  numerous  incredible  state¬ 
ments,  Gov.  Clements  said  the  decision 
to  continue  improper  payments  to  play¬ 
ers  stemmed  from  a  “moral  obligation” 


to  honor  contracts  made  by  university 
representatives  when  the  players  were 
recruited. 

The  only  ethical  principle  to  which  we 
can  relate  that  logic  is  the  so-called  code 
of  “honor  among  thieves.”  There  is,  in 
fact,  a  kind  of  thievery  involved  in  this 
whole  sordid  situation.  The  victims  are 
the  reputations  of  the  school,  its  owner 
body,  the  United  Methodist  Church,  its 
faculty  and  students,  and  anyone  else  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  university. 

Jesus  tells  us  that  “a  sound  tree  cannot 
bear  bad  fruit,  nor  a  rotten  tree  bear  good 
fruit”  (Matthew  7:18).  By  the  same  token, 
lies  and  deceit  cannot  be  used  to  bear  the 
fruit  of  personal  and  institutional  integri¬ 
ty.  This  point  needs  clearly  and  forcefully 
to  be  accepted  by  those  involved  in  the 
governance  of  SMU — no  matter  whose 
toes  are  stepped  on  in  the  process. 


By  WALLACE  E.  CHAPPELL 
For  most  of  us  the  older  forms  of  prayer  are  no 
longer  viable.  Try  as  we  may,  most  of  us  can't  sus¬ 
tain  them  for  long  periods  of  time. 

We  can  even  browbeat  ourselves  and  say,  "If  John 
Wesley  could  get  up  at  4:00  a.m 
to  pray,  I  can  too.”  And  we  try  it; 
then  after  a  while,  it  fizzles  out. 

The  longed-for  constancy  re¬ 
treats  before  the  grasping  of 
most  United  Methodists. 

I  have  a  strong  conviction  that 
the  enemy  that  thwarts  our  ef¬ 
fective  praying  is  the  modern 
world  that  we  enjoy  too  much.  Wallace  Chappell 
The  very  benefits  of  the  scientific-technological-ma¬ 
terialistic-secular  world,  with  all  its  gadgets,  diver¬ 
sions,  comforts,  and  the  way  our  days  are  filled  with 
activity,  has  displaced  our  praying. 

Who  has  the  time  for  lengthy  prayers? 

Who  has  a  place  of  quiet? 

Who  believes  prayer  makes  an  objective  difference? 
Who  feels  a  need  to  instruct  God? 

Who  has  a  deep  passion  for  spiritual  matters? 

Begin  with  a  frank  admission 

A  20th  century  spirituality  might  begin  with  the 
frank  admission  that  what  worked  in  past  centuries 
does  not  seem  to  capture  many  of  us  today.  We  are 
so  deeply  conditioned  by  modernism  that  no  matter 
how  hard  we  try,  all  efforts  at  the  ancient  ways 
seem  to  run  their  course,  and  cannot  be  sustained. 

What,  then,  can  we  do  that  will  provide  an  au¬ 
thentic,  sustainable  spirituality  for  us? 

It  will  have  to  be  something  that  busy  people  will 
take  time  for.  It  must  be  a  spirituality  that  makes 
the  most  of  brief  moments,  those  gaps  in  the  sched¬ 
ule  of  hard-driving  moderns:  alone  in  our  automo¬ 
biles,  riding  busses  and  planes,  waiting  for  the 
doctor,  awakening  in  the  morning,  the  last  thing  at 
night— any  moment  that  is  not  structured. 

Prayers  at  such  times  could  be  darts,  specifically 
aimed,  and  not  whole  schemes  of  approach  to  God. 
Another  alternative  for  those  who  run  is  periodic, 


scheduled  time  away  —  like  once  a  month  —  to  de¬ 
clare  two  hours  on  a  Saturday  morning,  find  a  quiet 
spot  and  get  into  Scriptures  and  the  silences. 

Further,  I  find  it  demands  some  attention  to  my 
health— diet,  exercise,  rest.  That  can  be  walking,  sta¬ 
tionary  biking,  swimming,  etc.  People  with  handi¬ 
caps  may  find  exception,  but  even  they  can  do  what 
they  can  do. 

I  also  believe  that  worship  is  an  essential  element 
of  modern  spirituality.  Word,  liturgy  and  sacrament 
are  basic.  We  need  to  be  consciously  open  to  the  Word 
of  God  (read,  preached,  sung)  and  searching  for  the 
meat  in  it  for  us.  And  the  sacraments  should  become 
ours:  we  are  baptized,  buried  and  raised  with  Christ. 
We  are  sharing  in  the  sacrifice  of  Christ. 

Next,  a  sustainable  spirituality  will  not  have  to 
be  in  the  classic  language  of  the  great  prayers,  but 
can  be  in  the  ordinary  language  of  our  lives. 

So  say  it  like  it  comes.  Forget  the  literary,  gram¬ 
matical,  neat  and  proper.  Modern  people  often  need 
to  unburden  to  God,  and  therefore  need  to  know 
that  God  can  handle  anything  they  want  to  say:  the 
rage  of  loss,  the  cry  of  the  heart,  our  unrequited  an¬ 
ger-pouring  out  one’s  deepest  thoughts  and  con¬ 
cerns,  of  whatever  content.  God  can  handle  that. 

Then  we  must  deal  with  the  “other  side  of  prayer,” 
the  silences,  the  listening.  If  prayer  is  like  con¬ 
versation  with  God,  then  it  is  imperative  that  God 
have  opportunity  to  reply.  We  need  to  learn  the 
skills  for  entering  the  silences,  and  it  is  not  easy. 
Our  minds  wander  into  wool-gathering,  or  tomor¬ 
row’s  agenda,  or  did-we-leave-the-oven-on. 

‘Thorn  that  removes  the  thorn’ 

The  best  way  to  avoid  the  inner  chatter  is  to  replace 
it  with  “the  thorn  that  removes  the  thorn,”  with  some¬ 
thing  else,  repeated  over  and  over  in  the  mind— a. 
verse  of  Scripture,  a  phrase,  a  word,  the  name  of  God, 
etc.  Coordinated  with  rhythmic  breathing,  the  repeti¬ 
tion  will  slow  the  inner  chatter  and  provide  a  stream 
of  data  from  the  depths  for  future  reference. 

I  also  find  it  necessary  to  track  the  inner  flow  by 
some  form  of  journaling.  I  use  “the  Intensive 
Journal”  method.  The  Intensive  Journal  approach 
provides  a  way  to  capture  the  data  from  the  silences 


and  a  method  of  discernment  for  where  they  are 
leading.  It’s  a  way  we  can  make  use  of  the  “other 
half  of  prayer,”  the  silences,  where  communion 
with  God  takes  place,  and  we  come  to  know  what  we 
have  heard. 

I  find  it  is  also  helpful  to  keep  a  prayer  list  of  people 
and  causes  whom  God  has  placed  on  my  conscience: 
dear  ones,  people  with  special  problems,  members  of 
the  congregation,  etc.  This  is  a  written  list  that  can  be 
reduced  to  a  3  x  5  card,  carried  in  my  pocket,  and 
run  through  when  there  is  a  lull  in  the  schedule. 

Another  way  the  inner  life  can  be  adapted  is  what 
I  call  “affirmational  prayers,”  set  prayers  that  I 
have  in  my  head  that  can  be  prayed  when  I  drive 
the  car,  have  a  quiet  moment,  when  I  cannot  sleep 
at  night,  on  waking,  etc.  They  are  designed  to  make 
me  the  person  I  know  God  wants  me  to  be:  to  pull 
the  boat  (me)  to  the  dock  (God),  rather  than  attempt 
to  instruct  God  on  how  to  run  things. 

They  involve  such  matters  as  God’s  love  for  me 
and  my  acceptance  of  that  love;  God’s  providence  and 
my  acceptance  of  that  providence;  God’s  love  for  ev¬ 
eryone  and  my  respondent  love  and  service;  stress  re¬ 
duction  in  my  life;  facing  judgment  and  grace,  etc. 

Intended  to  change  deep  habits 

They  are  intended  to  change  the  deep  images  and 
habits  of  thought  in  my  head,  of  who  I  am,  how  I  am 
to  live,  and  what  God  wills.  They  have  been  a  pow¬ 
erful  influence  on  me,  and  I  do  them  any  time  I 
have  a  quiet  moment,  like  in  dull  meetings,  or  when 
I  have  to  wait,  or  in  my  car. 

A  final  word: 

Our  inner  life  is  never  just  for  ourselves,  but  is  also 
for  bringing  us  to  the  serving  mission  of  all  Christians. 
Prayer  must  lead  ultimately  to  ministries  of  justice, 
mercy  and  righteousness,  else  it  is  a  self-centered  af¬ 
fair  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  To 
take  the  Kingdom  of  God  seriously  is  also  to  take  Je¬ 
sus  seriously.  From  these  we  derive  the  sources  of  an 
authentic  Christian  spirituality  in  any  century. 

The  Rev.  Wallace  E.  Chappell,  is  pastor  of  Coch¬ 
ran  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas, 
Texas  (North  Texas  Annual  Conference). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Korean  Creed  continues  to  speak  to  Christians 


To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  Feb.  20  “Here  I  Stand” 
by  Hae-Jong  Kim  on  keeping  the  Korean 
Creed  in  our  hymnal: 

I  am  more  than  concerned.  I  am  dis¬ 
mayed  to  hear  of  the  possibility  that  the 
Korean  Creed  might  be  eliminated  from 
the  new  hymnal. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Proposed  university  in  Africa  offers 
large  vision  for  mission,  renewal  of  UMC 


Two  years  ago  our  family  spent  a  six- 
month  sabbatical  leave  in  Kenya.  Among 
the  earliest  and  most  enduring  impacts 
of  that  experience  was  the  realization  of 
how  rich  and  precious  our  educational 
opportunities  are  in  the  United  States. 

We  have  more  than  3,000  institutions  of 
higher  education  in  this  country.  Virtually 
any  young  person  who  desires  a  college 
education  can  find  a  way  to  obtain  one. 

Kenya,  by  contrast,  with  a  population 
approaching  20  million  people,  has  three 
universities.  Competition  for  the  limited 
number  of  student  slots  each  year  is 
fierce.  The  vast  majority  of  qualified, 
highly  motivated  students  remain  on  the 
outside  looking  in.  And  the  cost  of  study¬ 
ing  abroad  is  out  of  the  reach  of  most 
students  and  their  families. 

The  tragedy  is  more  evident  when  one 
realizes  that  Kenya,  with  three  universi¬ 
ties,  is  better  off  than  most  African 
countries.  More  typical  is  Zimbabwe 
with  only  one  university. 

Faith,  education  joined  together 

Since  its  inception  more  than  two  cen¬ 
turies  ago,  Methodism  in  this  country  has 
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recognized  the  importance  of  higher  edu¬ 
cation  to  personal  and  society  deyelop- 
ment.  With  a  commitment  to  “join  the 
two  so  long  divided,  knowledge  and  vital 
piety,”  our  church  founded  colleges  and 
universities  across  the  American  fron¬ 
tier  and  continues  to 
sponsor  more  than 
100  such  institutions. 

Here  is  the  rub: 

Despite  more  than 
150  years  of  mission 
involvement  in  Afri¬ 
ca  and  the  stagger¬ 
ing  need  for  higher  _ 

education  opportuni-  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
ties  there,  our  church  has  never  estab¬ 
lished  a  post-secondary  school  anywhere 
on  that  vast  continent. 

United  Methodist  leaders  in  Africa— 
themselves  products  of  the  mission  move¬ 
ment— rightly  have  pointed  to  this  "historic 
oversight”  in  our  church’s  mission  efforts. 
They  lament  the  incredible  human  and  fi¬ 
nancial  costs  of  sending  students  to  the 
United  States  and  Europe  to  be  educated. 

One  of  those  costs  is  that  American-edu¬ 
cated  students  often  have  difficulty  read¬ 
justing  to  life  back  home.  Their  minds  and 
skills  are  sorely  needed  there,  however,  to 
assist  in  the  development  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  the  church  and  other  institutions. 

Remedial  action  envisioned 

United  Methodist  leaders  in  Africa 
have  requested  that  our  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try  develop  a  strategy  for  addressing 
this  need.  The  board,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Dr.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  has  spent 
the  last  two  years  drawing  together 
church  leaders  in  Africa  and  the  United 
States  to  explore  how  best  to  proceed. 

The  result  is  a  plan  to  establish  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-sponsored  university  that 
will  train  people  from  across  Africa  to 
be  leaders  in  theology,  agriculture,  medi¬ 
cine  and  teaching.  Its  proposed  site  is  a 
large  tract  owned  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  at  Old  Mutare,  an  historic 
mission  center  in  Zimbabwe. 

In  my  opinion,  this  proposal  offers  one 
of  the  most  exciting  mission  opportunities 
that  United  Methodists  have  been  asked  to 
undertake  in  decades.  The  need  is  so  obvi¬ 
ous  and  so  great  that  it’s  difficult  to  imag¬ 
ine  how  anyone  could  be  against  it. 

"How  much  will  it  cost?”  and  “How 


will  we  pay  for  it?”  are  two  pertinent 
questions.  The  most  effective  plan  for 
funding  this  effort  is  still  being  debated 
and  quite  possibly  won’t  be  finalized  un¬ 
til  the  1988  General  Conference  meets 
next  spring  in  St.  Louis. 

My  personal  view  is  that  a  modest¬ 
sized  churchwide  fund  is  needed  to  un¬ 
derwrite  startup  costs,  with  the  balance 
of  needed  support  to  be  sought  through 
voluntary  contributions  by  individuals 
and  groups.  It  will  take  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  contributed  over  many  years  to  de¬ 
velop  a  first-rate  university.  But  as  Dr. 
Trotter  says:  “The  responsibility  of  our 
generation  is  not  to  see  this  project 
through  to  completion  but  to  plant  the 
seeds  for  future  generations  to  nourish.” 

Funding  controversy  unneeded 

It  would  be  a  serious  mistake  if  this 
proposal  should  become  ensnared  in  a 
funding  controversy.  The  problem  is  not 
so  much  that  our  churches  are  overtaxed 
by  connectional  demands  as  that  they 
are  insufficiently  challenged  to  reach  out 
beyond  themselves. 

So  much  of  our  energy  and  effort  has 
been  expended  during  recent  years  un¬ 
dergirding  ministers’  pensions  and  other 
necessary  forms  of  institutional  “in- 
reach.”  Today  we  need  a  vision  and  a 
goal  that  will  draw  United  Methodists  to¬ 
gether  in  outreach  to  others. 

Our  church  is  not  the  only  institution 
likely  to  experience  renewal  from  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  university  in  Africa.  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  colleges  and  universities  in  this 
country  are  being  challenged  to  share  some 
of  their  human  and  material  resources  to 
launch  this  project.  In  reaching  out,  they 
too  will  experience  renewal  within. 

As  this  dream  is  translated  into  a  real¬ 
ity,  Dr.  Trotter  says  that  American 
Christians  with  a  variety  of  interests  and 
skills  will  be  needed  to  work  side-by-side 
with  African  Christians. 

United  Methodism  has  been  needing  a 
vision  that  is  large  enough  and  positive 
enough  to  draw  our  diverse  membership 
together  and  challenge  our  collective  in¬ 
genuity  to  reach  beyond  ourselves  in 
mission.  Establishment  of  a  UM  univer¬ 
sity  in  Africa  will  not  singlehandedly  re¬ 
vitalize  our  church  but  it  will  be  a  big 
step  in  that  direction. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


For  more  than  50  years  it  has  been  a 
part  of  me  for  I  come  from  several  gen¬ 
erations  of  Methodists  in  Ohio. 

In  the  early  1900s,  my  grandfather 
Fetzwater,  a  presiding  elder  in  Dela¬ 
ware,  Ohio,  was  a  friend  and  neighbor  of 
Bishop  Herbert  Welch  and  felt  the 
uniqueness  of  this  creed  and  how  it 
speaks  to  any  Christian,  not  only  Method¬ 
ists  (when  it  came  into  being  in  the 
1920’s). 

My  Methodist  minister  husband  was  in 
service  for  50  years  and  served  churches 
in  Nebraska,  New  England,  Ohio,  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  Arizona.  He  always  preferred 
the  Korean  Creed  and  sought  to  share  it 
with  congregations  by  frequent  use  in 
Sunday  worship.  The  simple  but  mean¬ 
ingful  words  also  captured  the  interest  of 
youth. 

We  all  realize  the  hymnal  revision 
committee  has  a  super  task  and  every¬ 
one  cannot  be  satisfied  with  its  decisions. 

However,  some  things  are  of  historical 
importance.  Even  more  than  that,  the 
Korean  Creed  continues  to  speak  to  the 
human  and  Christian  condition.  I  feel 
sure  the  committee  will  realize  the  im¬ 
portance  of  keeping  it  as  part  of  our  wor¬ 
ship  resource. 

Mary  B.  Swengel 
Claremont,  California 

Daughter  memorized  creed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  fully  in  agreement  with  the  Feb. 
20  "Here  I  Stand”  on  the  Korean  Creed. 

It  was  my  choice  for  a  creed.  It  states 
our  belief  in  a  clear  way.  When  we  come 
to  that  part  of  the  worship  service,  it 
should  be  of  vital  importance. 

The  Nicene  and  the  Apostles  creeds 
are  historical  statements  but  not  good 
enough  to  state  what  we  believe.  My  pa¬ 
rishioners  through  the  years  loved  that 
creed.  My  daughter  attended  a  college  in 
Boston.  The  conversation  turned  toward 
religion  and  convictions.  One  girl  stated 
that  Protestants  didn’t  know  what  they 
believed.  My  daughter  recited  the  Kore¬ 
an  Creed  from  memory.  The  others  were 
impressed.  I  didn’t  realize  that  she  had 
memorized  it. 

I  do  not  go  along  with  reciting  the 
Apostles  Creed  because  it  is  historical! 
For  years  I  have  majored  in  history  but 
it  does  not  belong  in  the  worship  experi¬ 
ence.  Let  us  pay  more  attention  to  what 
we  believe  in  this  world  of  confused  reli¬ 
gious  thinking.  I  hope  that  the  Korean 
Creed  will  be  kept  in  the  hymnal. 

B.  F.  Wentworth 
Mechanic  Falls,  Maine 

They  haven’t  heard  much 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  and  curiosity  the 
article  headlined,  “Bishop  says  Good 
News  attacks  ‘whole  church,’  ”  in  the 
Feb.  13  issue. 

The  statement  that  really  caught  my 
attention  was,  “Bishop  Ault  indicated 
that  the  most  recent  criticism  came  as  a 
surprise  to  mission  officials.” 

I  have  followed  rather  directly  the 
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controversy  between  Good  News  and  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for 
the  past  15  years.  During  this  time  Good 
News  has  been  speaking  for  and  with 
evangelicals  in  regard  to  concerns  over 
differences  concerning  a  philosophy  of 
missions  and  how  important  these  differ¬ 
ences  are  to  evangelicals. 

I  know  enough  about  past  efforts  and 
dialogue  by  the  Good  News  people  to  say 
that  if  the  statement  by  the  Good  News 
directors  surprised  the  mission  officials 
they  haven’t  heard  very  much  of  the  dia¬ 
logue  that  supposedly  has  been  taking 
place. 

DeVern  Schwenn 
Milbank,  South  Dakota 

Response  explains  a  lot 

To  the  Editor: 

According  to  the  Reporter,  in  response 
to  concerns  raised  by  Good  News,  John 
Stumbo  is  baffled  that  anyone  would 
think  that  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
staff  members  are  not  known  as  evan¬ 
gelicals  (see  UMR,  Feb.  6). 

Mr.  Stumbo  also  wonders  “what  the 
problem  is,”  and  asserts  there  is  enough 
conflict  in  the  world  without  arguing 
about  esoteric  questions  of  theology. 

What  we  have  in  that  statement  is  ei¬ 
ther  1)  a  cynical  put-down  and  discount¬ 
ing  of  the  concern  as  irrelevant  since  all 
are  evangelical  anyway  and  the  church 


has  more  important  things  to  deal  with; 
or  2)  an  indication  of  unbelievable  igno¬ 
rance  of  theological  issues  today  and 
how  language  is  being  used. 

Either  way,  if  that  is  an  attitude  that 
typifies  the  board,  it  says  as  much  as 
anything  why  “dialogue”  with  the  board 
is  often  seen  as  an  exercise  in  futility. 

Riley  B.  Case 
Marion,  Indiana 

Paragraph  worth  framing 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Feb.  13  editorial  contains  a  para¬ 
graph  worthy  of  enlarging  and  framing. 

For  Christians,  the  cliche, 

“We  need  to  get  together,”  is 
not  a  throwaway  line.  Get¬ 
ting  together— to  worship, 
study,  work  and  play— is  ba¬ 
sic  to  our  identity  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  Christ’s  body.  Our 
corporateness  sets  us  apart 
from  the  secular  emphasis 
on  “doing  your  own  thing” 
with  no  accountability  to  or 
identification  with  other 
people. 

Thank  you  for  this  most  magnificently 
simple  explanation  of  one  of  the  most 
basic  meanings  of  our  Christian  faith. 

Robert  McClean 
New  York,  New  York 


My  Witness 

Hymn  welcomes  people  with  special  needs 


By  JOHN  MASSIMILLA 
The  controversy  a  few  years  ago  re¬ 
garding  use  of  the  tune  “Edelweiss”  with 
certain  lyrics  as  a  benediction  prompted 
my  wife  and  me  to  write  and  offer  one  of 
our  compositions  entitled  “The  Table.” 
The  words  may  be  sung  to  the  tune  of 
“Amazing  Grace.” 

It  encompasses  the  Biblical  message 
from  Luke  14:13-14,  a  portion  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  often  overlooked,  unknowingly,  by 
good  Christian  people. 


We  are  not  offering  this  as  a  benedic¬ 
tion,  but  as  a  way  congregations  may  re¬ 
alize  the  need  to  include  people  with 
handicapping  conditions  in  our  midst,  in¬ 
cluding  their  special  needs,  which  must 
be  met  within  the  structure  of  the 
church. 

O  come,  and  set  the  table 
For  guests  you  bid  to  dine. 

Bring  forth  all  the  best  of  ripened  fruit 
The  choicest  of  the  vine. 


The  poor  and  the  lame— the  blinded 
Bid  them  the  table  fill. 

And  you  shall  be  blest  abundantly 
For  yielding  to  God’s  will. 

Amazing  truth— not  fable— 

God’s  blessings  all  must  share. 

Make  sure  when  you  set  the  table, 

The  least  of  these  are  there! 

The  Rev.  John  Massimilla  is  a  retired 
clergy  member  of  United  Methodism's 
Peninsula  Annual  Conference. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
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$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR  for  2,000-member 

UMC  to  empower  growing  congregation  to  assume 
lay  ministries  and  to  continue  expanding  existing 
programs  for  education  and  youth.  Salary  range 
$18,000-$20,000,  benefit  package.  Send  application, 
resume,  and  references  to:  Chairperson  SPRC, 
First  UMC,  1005  Stover,  Fort  Collins,  CO  80524  by 
March  31.  | 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION— 1,150 
members,  growing  community,  full-time,  salary 
negotiable.  Resume  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  306  West  Wisconsin  Avenue,  DeLand,  FL 
32720  (904)  734-4425. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  MINISTRIES  at 
large,  downtown  church.  Experience  necessary. 
Unusual  opportunity  to  develop  exciting,  creative 
program  for  children  in  a  multiple  staff  setting. 
Contact  Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoads,  (318)  424-7771,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

SINGLES  LEADERS.  Write  for  free  sample  of  our 
national,  monthly  newsletter.  Single  Adult  Minis¬ 
try  Information.  Institute  of  Singles  Dynamics, 
Box  11394,  Kansas  City,  MO  64112.  Also,  seminars, 
conferences,  church  consulting. 

COME  STAY  AT  OUR  PLACE  in  the  majestic  Col¬ 
orado  Rockies.  Camps-Retreats-Work  Camps- 
Family  Events.  Sam  Leonard,  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference  Camping  Coordinator.  A)  Templed 
Hills  Camp  and  Retreat  Center,  Box  38,  Woodland 
Park,  CO  80866,  (303)  687-9038,  Kevin  Witt:  Direc¬ 
tor.  B)  Buckhorn  Camp,  2120  West  County  Rd.  #41, 
Bellvue,  CO  80512,  303/484-2508,  Rich  Henderson: 
Manager. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/CHILDREN  2,700-member 
church;  multistaff  position;  adjacent  to  Oklahoma 
City  University.  Salary  negotiable,  compensation 
package  included.  Position  open  May  1,  1987.  Send 
resume  to:  Dr.  Robert  L.  Allen,  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church,  1401  N.W.  25,  Oklahoma  City, 
OK  73106. 

RETIREMENT  LIVING:  Active  retirement  in 
beautiful  southern  Ohio.  Join  the  caring  communi¬ 
ty  at  Bristol  Village.  Independent  living.  Individ¬ 
ual  homes  starting  at  $20,000.  Life  lease  with 
refund  policy.  Modest  monthly  fees.  First  night's 
visit  FREE.  Bristol  Village,  Waverly,  Ohio  45690, 
(800)  223-9766.  In  Ohio:  (800)  223-3811. 

COLORADO  ADVENTURE  TRIP:  Bring  your 
church  group  to  Colorado  this  summer  for  an  ex¬ 
citing  wilderness  adventure.  The  program  offer¬ 
ings  include:  challenge  courses,  rockclimbing  and 
rapelling,  rafting,  fly  fishing,  backpacking,  and 
more.  For  brochures/information  write  Adventure 
Experiences,  Inc.,  Rt.  2  Box  24  K-6,  Trinity,  Texas 
75862  or  call  (409)  594-2945  after  6  pm.  ; 

TOUR  IRELAND-SCOTLAND  with  Wally  and 
Stell  Chappell,  Pastor,  Cochran  Chapel  UMC,  Dal¬ 
las,  June  29-July  14.  Motorcoach  5  days  to  Irish 
sights,  six  days  circling  Scotland,  one  day  in  Lon¬ 
don.  Great  price,  hosts  and  escort.  Can  meet  in 
New  York.  (214)  357-3582,  4039  Killion,  Dallas 
75229. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  72  Lake 
Morton  Drive,  Lakeland,  FL  33801;  3,500  members, 
multiple  staff,  seeks  Director  of  Youth  Ministries. 
Considerable  experience  essential.  Send  resume 
and  picture  to  Mr.  Jose  P.  Bove,  same  address.  S 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR  POSITION.  Degree,  ex¬ 
perienced  teaching,  Biblical  principles,  small 
group  ministry.  First  UMC,  1025  Tenth.  St.  Cloud, 
FL  32769,  near  Disney  World,  $21,000  +  .  (305)  892- 
3128. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED,  full-time  in  the 
summer  and  part-time  for  the  rest  of  the  year  in  a 
large  urban  church.  If  you  are  a  dynamic  leader, 
this  job  may  be  for  you.  Salary  negotiable  based 
upon  education  and  experience.  Job  available  May 

1,  1987.  Send  resume  and  request  for  job  descrip- 
lion  to:  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  11864,  Mem¬ 
phis,  TN  38111. 

WANTED:  SERMONS  FOR  CHILDREN  for  a  col¬ 
lection  to  be  published.  Send  sermons  and  bio- 
graphic  information  to:  R.  Sanson,  21  Windsor,  La 
Place,  LA  70068. 
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manuals,  36  stops,  39  ranks  with  Moller  console 
(1970).  Currently  used  daily  Norman,  Oklahoma; 
now  accepting  bids;  buyer  must  remove  by  Febru¬ 
ary  1,  1988.  Contact  Dr.  J.  Perry  White,  (405)  321- 
3484. 

RETIRE  IN  SAFE  FRIENDLY  SOUTH  TEXAS 
year  round  hunting,  fishing,  golf,  homes  under 
$30,000,  low  taxes— Isham,  Box  280,  Premont,  TX 
78375. 
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Texas  governor  implicates  self,  others  in  SMU  scandal 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— The  scandal  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  took  a  dramatic 
new  turn  last  week,  veering  into  the  in¬ 
nermost  circle  of  the  SMU  power  struc¬ 
ture— its  Board  of  Governors. 

Initially  viewed  as  a  case  of  overzeal- 
ous  boosters  continuing  to  funnel  im¬ 
proper  payments  to  SMU  football 
players  even  after  the  school  was  placed 
on  probation  by  the  National  Collegiate 
Athletic  Association  (NCAA)  in  August 
1985,  the  scandal  took  on  new  dimensions 
with  a  startling  revelation  by  the  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Texas,  William  P.  Clements. 

Mr.  Clements,  chairman  of  SMU’s 
Board  of  Governors  until  his  resignation 
in  January  of  this  year  to  move  to  the 
statehouse,  admitted  that  he  and  others 
on  that  board  knew  about  the  illicit  pay¬ 
ments  and  approved  continuing  them. 

He  said  SMU  officials  discovered  dur¬ 
ing  an  investigation  launched  in  1983  that 
a  “hard-core”  nucleus  of  alumni  was  in- 
:  volved  in  a  pattern  of  promising  finan- 
!  cial  benefits  to  high  school  football 
!  recruits.  Mr.  Clements  said  SMU  offi- 


'  -EBITOR’S-NOTE:  The  following  story, 
first  in  a  series,  tells  of  the  human  side 
v  of  the  global  economic  crisis  affecting 
United  Methodist  partner  churches. 

By  CHARLES  LERRIGO 

Argentina  has  long  been  known  among 
Latin  American  experts  for  the  quality 
of  its  educational  system  and  for  the  pri¬ 
ority  it  puts  on  its  children. 

Today  it  is  faced  with  a  new  phenome- 
■-  non:  “Los  chicos  del  anden”— the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  streets. 

Alejandro,  a  volunteer  worker  in  a 
suburban  Methodist  Church  near  Buenos 
Aires,  is  concerned  about  them. 

“They  live  in  an  aggressive  world,  a  vi¬ 
olent  world,”  he  tells  a  reporter  from  the 
newspaper  of  the  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  of  Argentina. 

“They  watch  people  going  to  work,  on 
the  street.  And  the  faces  they  see  glare 
at  them.  The  security  guards  chase  them 
away.  Everyone  insults  them,  treats 
them  like  thieves.” 

By  one  estimate  there  are  600,000  of 
these  “street”  children  in  greater  Buenos 
Aires. 

“You  might  expect  to  see  masses  of 


cials  were  appalled  by  the  “cumulative 
mess”  and  decided  to  clean  it  up. 

He  said  agonizing  discussions  led  to  a 
decision  to  “phase  out”  the  program  of 
improper  inducements  rather  than  to 
stopping  it  at  once.  He  said  he  and  other 
top  leaders  at  the  university  decided 
there  was  a  "moral  obligation”  to  honor 
contracts  and  obligations  previously 
made  by  university  representatives  to 
high  school  recruits. 

Although  continued  payments  were 
made,  even  after  the  NCAA  probation 
and  severe  sanctions  handed  down  in 
1985,  Mr.  Clements  said  all  recruiting 
since  then  has  been  within  the  rules. 

Mr.  Clements’  admission  was  a  bomb¬ 
shell  not  only  because  it  implicated 
members  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  but 
it  also  directly  contradicted  his  own  re¬ 
peated  earlier  statements  that  he  knew 
nothing  about  improper  payments  which 
resulted  in  the  harshest  penalties  in 
NCAA  history. 

As  late  as  Feb.  25,  when  the  NCAA  en¬ 
forcement  division  slapped  the  “death 
penalty”  on  the  school’s  lootball  pro¬ 
gram  for  repeated  improper  payoffs  to 


poor  children  in  other  Latin  American 
countries,”  comments  Nora  Boots,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Global  Ministries  executive 
for  the  area,  “but  not  in  Argentina. 
These  children  simply  were  not  there  be¬ 
fore  the  economic  crisis.” 

So  the  children  of  Argentina  are  stand¬ 
ing  at  bus  and  train  stops.  They  are 
roaming  the  streets,  wandering  through 
the  parks,  anywhere  they  can  find  shel¬ 
ter.  Some  beg.  Others  try  to  sell  religious 
cards.  If  they  are  lucky,  they  may  have  a 
small  job.  But  they  are  all  needy,  and 
what  they  get  from  so  many  is  unsmiling 
faces. 

Instead  of  chasing  them  away,  Alejan¬ 
dro  explains,  the  church  tries  “to  give 
the  children  a  helping  hand,  give  them 
something  to  eat,  give  them  a  kiss,  and 
let  them  know  there  is  an  alternative”  to 
the  life  they  face  on  the  street. 

The  Argentine  program  for  “los  chicos 
del  anden”  is  typical  of  the  kind  of  work 
the  church  does  best  around  the  world.  It 
is  on  the  scene.  It  is  of  and  for  the  peo¬ 
ple.  It  shows  Christ’s  love  for  God’s 
world. 

But  the  churches  in  many  countries 
are  also  hit  by  the  same  economic  prob- 


athletes,  Mr.  Clements  was  saying, 
“Hell,  no.  Absolutely  not,”  when  asked  if 
he  had  been  aware  of  the  violations. 

Focus  of  scandal  shifts 

Mr.  Clements’  admission  shifted  the 
focus  of  the  scandal  from  football  boost¬ 
ers  to  the  university  boardroom,  and  cre¬ 
ated  a  firestorm  of  shocked  reaction  and 
concern  about  SMU’s  reputation. 

The  university’s  deans  and  vice-presi¬ 
dents  issued  a  statement  expressing 
shock  and  outrage  in  light  of  repeated 
assurances  “that  violation  of  NCAA  reg¬ 
ulations  would  not  be  continued.”  The 
administrators  said  "we  had  no  knowl¬ 
edge  of  this  decision,”  and  called  on  any 
SMU  leaders  who  did  to  resign. 

Outraged  students  interrupted  a  cam¬ 
pus  faculty  meeting  with  chants  of  “No 
more  cheating,  no  more  lying”  the  day 
after  the  allegations  were  made,  and 
sympathetic  faculty  members  called  for 
an  outdoor  “teach-in”  to  protest  the  ac¬ 
tions  by  Mr.  Clements  and  other  involved 
members  of  SMU’s  governing  body. 

The  university’s  Student  Senate  voted 
19-5  to  consider  legal  action  against  the 


lems  which  created  the  street  children. 
They  need  financial  help  to  keep  on 
reaching  out  with  alternatives.  And  with 
its  nation’s  inflation  and  national  debt, 
the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church  in  Ar¬ 
gentina  is  no  exception. 

This  Lent,  or  at  some  other  appropri¬ 
ate  time,  United  Methodists  are  being 
asked  by  their  bishops  to  contribute  to 
“Partner  Churches  in  Crisis.”  The  goal  is 
$9  million. 

The  bishops’  appeal  is  not  a  gift  to  spe¬ 
cific  programs,  although  some  programs 
will  benefit.  The  appeal  is  an  act  of  soli¬ 
darity  with  committed  Christians. 
Among  them,  in  Argentina,  are  those 
who  walk  with  and  care  for  the  children 
of  the  streets. 

Gifts  to  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Part¬ 
ner  Churches  in  Crisis  should  be  submit¬ 
ted  through  the  annual  conference 
treasurer  for  forwarding  to  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 
Checks  should  be  designated  for  Partner 
Churches  in  Crisis  #010068-0. 

Charles  Lerrigo  is  a  staff  writer  with 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Board  of  Governors,  Mr.  Clements  and 
anyone  else  involved  for  the  damage 
done  to  the  school’s  reputation. 

Representative  of  28  churches  in  the 
Dallas  area,  gathered  for  an  annual  Ash 
Wednesday  service,  said  Mr.  Clements 
should  "publicly  apologize  for  making 
unilateral  decisions  regarding  payment 
to  student  athletes  without  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  Board  of  Governors.” 

The  Board  of  Governors  held  emer¬ 
gency  meetings  on  three  successive  days 
after  Mr.  Clements’  statements.  Chair¬ 
man  William  Hutchinson  denied  that  the 
issue  of  continued  payments  to  athletes 
was  ever  discussed  in  a  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  meeting.  A  resolution  said  the  board 
“did  not  have  knowledge  of,  approve  of, 
or  condone  improper  payments  to  any 
student  athlete  at  SMU.” 

Complete  disclosure  sought 

Demands  for  complete  disclosure  have 
come  from  almost  every  segment  of  the 
SMU  community  and  from  numerous 
United  Methodist  leaders  (see  related 
editorials  on  page  2). 

“It  is  our  judgment  that  the  current 
problems  of  the  university  are  not  mere¬ 
ly  athletic  in  nature,  but  go  to  the  heart 
of  its  system  of  governance,”  the  faculty 
at  SMU’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology  de¬ 
clared  in  a  joint  statement  at  the  end  of 
last  week. 

They  joined  the  growing  outcry  that 
Mr.  Clements  identify  others  who  were 
involved;  that  those  persons  immediately 
resign;  and  that  the  school’s  system  of 
governance  be  reorganized. 

Even  though  he  insists  others  were  in¬ 
volved,  as  of  the  Reporter’s  press  time 
Mr.  Clements  continued  to  resist  a  Board 
of  Governors  request  to  identify  other 
members  involved  in  the  scandal. 

Daily  newspaper  reports  have  linked 
Dallas  banker  Robert  H.  Stewart  III, 
chairman  of  InterFirst  Corp.;  Edwin 
Cox,  an  oilman,  SMU  business  school 
benefactor  and  chairman  of  the  SMU 
Board  of  Trustees;  former  Dallas  Mayor 
Robert  Folsom;  former  SMU  President 
Donald  Shields;  and  investor  O.  Paul  Cor¬ 
ley  with  Mr.  Clements’  decision  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  payments.  A  fifth,  Club  Corp. 
chairman  Robert  H.  Dedman,  is  alleged 
to  have  known  about  it. 

Mr.  Stewart,  who  resigned  from  the 
Board  of  Governors  in  February,  con¬ 
firmed  his  knowledge  of  the  decision  to 
continue  paying  some  athletes.  He  said 
members  of  the  board  were  told  in  1985 
that  it  would  take  time  for  the  illicit  pay¬ 
ments  to  athletes  to  unwind,  but  said  the 
comment  was  framed  in  such  a  way  that 
it  “may  not  have  been  understood.” 

All  other  board  of  members— includ¬ 
ing  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Folsom,  Mr.  Dedman 
and  Mr.  Corley— denied  knowledge  or 
approval  of  the  continuing  payments. 

Outside  investigatidii  asked 

The  Board  of  Governors  called  on  the 
leading  United  Methodist  official  on  the 
board,  Bishop  John  Russell  of  Dallas,  to 
appoint  an  external  committee  to  find 
out  just  who,  if  any,  of  the  present  Board 
of  Governors  members  knew  about  the 
decision  to  continue  the  improper  pay¬ 
ments.  (See  Bishop  Russell’s  statement 
on  this  page.) 

That  committee  was  authorized  to  hire 
“outside  counsel”  if  needed  to  assist  with 
the  investigation.  SMU’s  administration 
was  instructed  to  supply  the  committee 
with  "all  relevant  information”. 

The  committee  was  directed  to  report 
the  results  of  its  investigation  to  the 
SMU  Board  of  Trustees  and  to  the  public. 

The  Board  of  Governors  also  asked 
each  member  to  cooperate  including,  if 
requested,  consenting  to  a  sworn  deposi¬ 
tion. 

That  committee  was  expected  to  be 
named  earlier  this  week,  after  the  Re¬ 
porter  went  to  press. 

Governance  structure  questioned 

The  21 -member  Board  of  Governors 
functions  as  a  working  executive  com- 
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BUENOS  AIRES,  Argentina— This  Argentine  child  participates  in  an  activity  in  an  ecumenical  family  center. 
An  estimated  600,000  children  in  Buenos  Aires,  however,  have  no  place  to  go.  They  have  become  part  of  a  new  phe¬ 
nomenon  in  this  country— the  “street  children,”  or  “Los  chicos  del  anden.”  (See  story  below.) 

■  Bishops  appeal  for  world’s  children 
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to  be  ‘proactive’  against  racism 


UMC  urged 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— After  recom- 
r  mending  last  September  that  the  denom- 
ination  end  its  formal  four-year  focus  on 
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the  ethnic  minority  local  church  (EMLC), 
United  Methodism’s  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  and  Race  spent  March 
2-6  redefining  its  own  future. 

Although  the  commission  has  been 
closely  identified  with  the  church’s  mis- 
sional  priority  of  aiding  ethnic  churches, 
the  two  are  not  inextricably  linked.  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary  Barbara  Thompson  said. 

The  commission’s  target  is  the  breadth 
of  racism  throughout  the  church,  espe¬ 
cially  the  racism  “built  into  the  system,” 
she  indicated. 

‘Need  to  learn  the  system’ 

"I  expect  more  intentional  work  at  un¬ 
derstanding  the  systems,”  Ms.  Thompson 
said,  “of  learning  the  gears,  the  motor, 
the  transmission  of  the  huge  machine  of 
institutional  racism  that  gobbles  up  eth¬ 
nic  minority  persons,  chews  us  and  spits 
us  out. 

“The  machine  of  institutional  racism 
is  not  human,”  she  said,  “but  humans 
started  it  and  humans  keep  it  in  perpetu¬ 
al  motion. 

“This  group  of  humans  must  slow  it 
down  and  stop  it.” 

She  and  commission  members  called 
for  the  new  focus  to  include  a  more  “pro¬ 
active  role”  in  fighting  the  “institutional 
racism”  she  described  and  asked  that  the 
share  of  the  church’s  World  Service  Fund 
targeted  for  ethnic  projects  be  increased 
by  $1  million  a  year  for  the  next  four 
years. 

Self-determination  emphasized 

In  its  budget  for  the  church  wide  1989- 
92  cycle  the  commission  is  asking  that 
its  minority  group  self-determination 


fund  be  doubled  to  $2  million  per  year. 

The  commission  announced  March  5 
the  most  recent  grants  from  the  fund  of 
$262,000  to  33  ethnic  projects.  Another  48 
went  unfunded. 

In  September  1986,  just  over  $500,000 
was  allocated  to  48  projects  while  anoth¬ 
er  49  projects  were  turned  down. 

The  latest  round  of  project  approvals 
included  ministries  for  Hispanics,  Native 
Americans,  Filipinos,  Koreans,  Asians, 
Pacific  Islanders,  Haitians  and  Blacks. 

In  addition  to  seeking  more  funds  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  quadrennium,  the  commis¬ 
sion  hopes  to  help  each  of  the  74  annual 
conferences  incorporate  programs  for 
ethnic  minorities  into  their  regular  pro¬ 
grams  and  budgets. 

Described  as  "institutionalizing  the 
missional  priority”  that  has  been  with 
the  church  since  1977  in  one  form  or  an¬ 
other,  this  effort  calls  for  monitoring  an¬ 
nual  conferences’  development  of 
specific  plans  to  support  ethnic  minis¬ 
tries,  to  fund  ethnic  programs  and  to 
train  ethnic  persons  for  leadership  roles 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
‘Unconscious’  racism  blamed 

The  Rev.  Marcus  Matthews,  a  member 
of  the  Baltimore  East  conference,  said 
he  believed  “unconscious”  racism  has 
been  an  underlying  factor  in  the  annual 
conferences’  failures. 

He  indicated  he  didn’t  believe  the  rac¬ 
ism  was  intentional  but  simply  repre¬ 
sented  an  inability  of  white-dominated 
conferences  to  identify  with  priorities  of 
minorities. 

California-Nevada  conference  layman 
Don  Hayashi  said  he  did  not  think  that 
raising  the  issue  of  racism  in  this  in¬ 


stance  was  very  productive. 

“Part  of  the  difficulty,”  he  said  of  de¬ 
veloping  annual  conference  minority 
ministries,  “is  that,  unlike  our  hunger, 
education  and  evangelism  programs,  we 
haven’t  rehearsed  this  one.” 

The  Rev.  Phylemon  Titus,  pastor  of 
Conant  Avenue  UMC  in  Detroit,  called 
for  the  commission  to  challenge  annual 
conference  leaders  to  incorporate  ethnic 
minority  planning  into  their  regular  pro¬ 
grams. 

Ms.  Thompson  said  the  commission 
hopes  to  break  out  of  its  reactive  role 
and  take  the  initiative  to  identify  and 
help  address  racial  “trouble  spots”  in  the 
church. 

“We  do  conduct  workshops  and  train¬ 
ing  programs,”  she  said,  "but  only  when 
we  are  asked  to  by  the  conference.  Often 
the  worst  trouble  spots  are  the  places 
that  most  infrequently  ask  us  to  come.” 

‘Combative’  not  intended 

She  said  a  pro-active  role  would  mean 
targeting  areas  of  the  church,  including 
annual  conferences,  seminaries,  caucus¬ 
es  and  agencies,  for  special  attention 
rather  than  waiting  for  an  invitation. 

“While  we  need  to  be  pro-active,”  Ms. 
Thompson  said,  “that  does  not  have  to 
mean  combative.  It  means  to  be  involved 
at  the  annual  conference  level  to  enable 
local  churches  to  be  more  inclusive. 

“The  end  of  the  quadrennium  may  see 
an  end  to  the  missional  priority,”  Ms. 
Thompson  told  the  48-member  commis¬ 
sion  March  5,  “but  the  need  will  persist. 

“I  am  grateful,”  she  said,  “that  we 
keep  moving  ahead  and  pressing  this  de¬ 
nomination  to  practice  what  it  preaches, 
a  policy  of  inclusiveness.” 


mittee  constituted  of  members  from 
SMU’s  71-member  Board  of  Trustees. 
The  trustees  serve  on  behalf  of  SMU’s 
parent  body— the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Faculty  member  Luis  Martin  said, 
“The  board  (Board  of  Governors)  started 
out  as  a  committee  of  the  trustees.  It  has 
grown  to  be  a  Frankenstein.” 

That  fear— that  SMU’s  governance 
had  been  usurped  by  an  elite,  inner  circle 
of  the  Board  of  Governors— surfaced 
earlier  in  a  report  by  an  investigating 
team  from  the  United  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate  which  visited  the  campus  in 
early  January. 

A  panel  of  10  SMU  trustees  was 
formed  to  consider  questions  posed  by 
the  University  Senate  about  SMU’s  gov¬ 
ernance  structure.  The  committee  held 
its  first  meeting  last  week  as  the  Board 
of  Governors  was  grappling  with  the  im¬ 
plications  of  Mr.  Clements’  statements. 

The  University  Senate  serves  as  an  ac¬ 
crediting  body  which  monitors  relation¬ 
ships  between  United  Methodist-related 
institutions  and  the  denomination. 

More  active  role  for  bishops? 

Church  members  from  across  the  de¬ 
nomination  have  called  for  bishops  of  the 
school’s  parent  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  to  take  a  more  active  role  in  the 
governance  of  the  school,  as  well  as  in 


addressing  the  current  crisis. 

Theology  school  faculty  urged  the 
bishops  to  take  charge  of  the  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  the  governing  structure,  saying  it 
should  include  a  “small  executive  com¬ 
mittee  that  is  kept  closely  responsible” 
and  be  “representative  of  the  various 
kinds  of  experience  and  expertise  appro¬ 
priate  to  the  governance  of  a  universi¬ 
ty.” 

The  events  leading  up  to  the  most  re¬ 
cent  revelations  were  set  in  motion  in 
November  1986  when  a  former  SMU 
football  player  told  NCAA  investigators 
that  he  had  been  given  cash  to  attend  the 
school.  A  probe  conducted  by  the  univer¬ 
sity,  which  was  later  adopted  as  the 
NCAA’s  own  findings,  revealed  that  pay¬ 
ments  totaling  $61,000  had  been  made  to 
an  unspecified  number  of  players  in 
1985-86  and  the  NCAA  imposed  its 
“death  penalty”. 

The  penalty  bans  the  SMU  football 
program  in  1987,  limits  its  1988  schedule 
to  seven  road  games,  reduces  its  number 
of  scholarships  and  bans  the  Mustangs 
from  appearing  on  television  or  in  bowl 
games  in  1988. 

David  Berst,  the  NCAA  director  of  en¬ 
forcement,  said  he  believed  the  joint 
NCAA-SMU  investigation  failed  to  un¬ 
cover  the  role  played  by  some  members 
of  the  Board  of  Governors  because  it  was 
deliberately  sidetracked  by  instructions 
from  on  high. 


Bishop’s  statement  on  SMU  crisis 

Editor’s  note:  The  following  statement  was  released  by  Bishop  John  Russell, 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  South  Central  Jurisdiction  College 
of  Bishops  regarding  the  growing  scandal  at  SMU. 


As  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Gov¬ 
ernors,  I  participated  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of,  and  the  unanimous  approval 
of  a  resolution  stating  that  the  Board 
of  Governors  did  not  have  knowledge 
of,  approve  of,  or  condone  improper 
payments  to  any  student  athlete  at 
SMU. 

The  Board  of  Governors  was  as¬ 
sured  in  August,  1985,  that  SMU  was 
in  full  compliance  with  NCAA  rules. 

During  this  critical  time,  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Bishops  is  committed  to  work 
closely  with  Dr.  William  Stallcup  and 
all  who  are  elected  to  govern.  There¬ 
fore,  as  President  of  the  College  of 
Bishops,  I  am  happy  to  respond  to  the 
request  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of 
SMU  in  appointing  a  committee  to  in¬ 
vestigate. 

The  church  expects  the  university 


to  be  of  the  highest  moral  and  ethical 
character  in  all  areas  of  its  life.  A 
breech  of  integrity  in  any  part  of  the 
university  destroys  the  reputation  of 
the  university.  As  United  Methodists, 
we  are  embarrassed  and  greatly  con¬ 
cerned  that  SMU  did  not  abide  by 
NCAA  rules.  The  university  deserves 
the  severe  penalty.  Now  we  must  de¬ 
termine  if  there  are  persons  who  are 
presently  official  representatives  of 
the  university  that  were  involved  or 
had  knowledge  of  continued  improper 
payments  to  athletes.  This  is  the  pri¬ 
mary  responsibility  of  the  committee. 

SMU  is  a  splendid  university.  It  is 
essential  that  the  critical  problems 
related  to  the  football  program  be  re¬ 
solved  responsibly  and  with  integrity 
so  that  the  remarkable  academic  im¬ 
provement  of  the  past  few  years  may 
continue. 


‘Gay,9  caucus  blasts  VM 
TV  segments  on  AIDS 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  two-part  segment  on  AIDS  shown  on 
United  Methodism’s  cable  TV  show 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  has  been  blasted  by 
members  of  Affirmation,  an  unofficial 
caucus  of  United  Methodists  for  lesbian 
and  gay  concerns. 

An  Affirmation  press  release  de¬ 
scribed  the  shows,  featuring  U.S.  Sur¬ 
geon  General  Dr.  C.  Everett  Koop  and 
broadcast  the  weekends  of  Feb.  21  and 
28,  as  a  "nearly  complete  distortion  of 
reality.” 

The  release  expressed  concern  that  no 
gay  or  bisexual  men  were  featured  on 
the  show  and  gay  men  were  falsely  ste¬ 
reotyped  as  “victims”  unable  or  unwill¬ 
ing  to  restrain  their  sexual  activity. 
Affirmation  further  charged  that  the 
programs  ignored  the  “disproportionate 
impact  of  AIDS  on  people  of  color  and 
the  poor.” 

The  Rev.  Bruno  Caliandro,  producer/ 
director  of  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  respond¬ 
ed  by  telling  the  Reporter  that  the 
purpose  of  the  shows  was  to  “focus  on 
the  disease  and  not  the  people. 

“If  we  had  brought  a  gay  person  on  the 
show,  it  would  have  shifted  the  attention 
from  the  disease  to  that  person’s  sexual 
orientation.  That’s  what  we  were  trying 
to  avoid,”  he  said. 

Nelson  Price,  head  of  the  Public  Media 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  agency,  said:  “The  pro¬ 
grams  are  about  the  disease  and  our 
response  as  the  church  and  as  Christians 
to  persons  with  AIDS  regardless  of  who 
they  are  or  how  they  contracted  the  dis¬ 
ease." 

Mr.  Caliandro  added  that  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  commentator  the  Rev.  Ken 
Briggs  “got  right  to  the  heart  of  the  mat¬ 
ter"  when  he  said  on  the  show:  “Jesus 
never  asked  people  how  it  happened.  He 
healed  them  with  assurances  of  God’s 
love.  We  can  do  no  less.” 

Mr.  Caliandro  said  the  word  “victim” 
was  used  in  the  interview  with  Dr.  Koop 
and  later  in  on-the-air  conversations  be¬ 
cause  “we  were  not  aware  that  (victim) 


is  a  sensitive  word  in  the  homosexual 
community. 

“The  medical  community  uses  it  to  de¬ 
scribe  people  with  heart  disease  and  can¬ 
cer.  We  thought  it  was  appropriate  to  use 
the  word  victim  with  AIDS.  We  won’t  in 
the  future,”  he  said. 

Affirmation  also  charged  that  the  two 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  shows  did  not  offer 
theological  hope  for  those  living  with 
AIDS.  In  response,  Mr.  Caliandro  pointed 
to  an  interview  on  the  show  featuring  the 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Lyon,  a  professor  at  As- 
bury  Theological  Seminary,  offering  an 
expression  of  Christian  hope  for  the 
AIDS  patient. 

Concern  over  the  two  segments  had 
also  been  expressed  briefly  by  execu¬ 
tives  at  the  Southern  Baptist  ACTS  cable 
network  over  references  by  Dr.  Koop  to 
anal  transmission  of  the  AIDS  virus.  But 
the  Southern  Baptist  concern  was  soon 
dropped  and  the  show  was  broadcast  as 
scheduled  on  ACTS,  one  of  five  national 
cable  networks  carrying  "Catch  the  Spir¬ 
it.” 

Mr.  Caliandro  said  UMCom  had  re¬ 
ceived  more  “overwhelmingly  positive” 
mail  from  the  two  shows  than  it  had  on 
any  other  subject  in  its  two-year  history. 
Copies  of  the  Surgeon  General’s  report 
on  AIDS  were  offered  to  viewers,  and  al¬ 
most  250  people  had  requested  copies  in 
the  week  following  the  broadcasts. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


MARCH  13,  1987, 


A  Letter  from  the  Editor 


For  the  past  20  years  membership 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
shown  a  steady  decline.  Some  say 
ours  is  a  dying  church. 

Are  there  places  where  this  is  not 
true,  and  where  our  church  is  aflame 
with  the  light  and  life  of  faith? 

Those  are  some  questions  behind  a 
series  of  articles  beginning  in  this  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Reporter.  We  are  calling 
the  series  "The  Church  Aflame." 

For  more  than  two  years  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  editorial  staff  has  discussed 
the  need  for  and  viability  of  such  a  se¬ 
ries  and  the  criteria  by  which  a  con¬ 
gregation  could  be  appropriately 
identified  as  “aflame." 

You,  our  readers,  told  us  emphati¬ 
cally  in  a  readership  survey  last  year 
that  you  want  to  read  stories  about 
how  the  Christian  faith  is  being  suc¬ 


cessfully  lived  and  proclaimed  among 
United  Methodists. 

We  have  discovered  many  inspiring 
“pockets  of  flame”  across  our  church. 
We  expect  to  present  their  stories  to 
you  every  second  or  third  week  for 
the  foreseeable  future.  We  know 
many  success  stories  are  waiting  to 
be  told.  We  invite  you  to  suggest  con¬ 
gregations  that  should  be  featured. 

The  congregations  we’ve  identified 
so  far  as  "aflame”  are  amazingly  di¬ 
verse  in  size,  age,  ethnic  makeup,  and 
geographical  location.  For  example, 
among  the  first  several  we  will  fea¬ 
ture  is  one  with  just  a  few  more  than 
100  members  and  another  with  more 
than  4,000. 

What  else  do  we  know  about  “The 
Church  Aflame”?  Among  those  we’ve 
visited,  we  have  learned: 


/  There  is  something  energizing 
about  each  one.  People  seem  drawn 
to  the  church  by  its  energy  and  seem 
eager  to  “spread  the  word”  about 
their  church. 

Y  Each  one  has  dynamic  lay  lead¬ 
ership. 


y  Each  is  committed  to  outreach 
beyond  its  own  bounds  and  member¬ 
ship.  Each  shows  a  positive  response 
to  Christ’s  Great  Commission— going 
into  the  world  to  make  disciples— and 
to  John  Wesley’s  contention  that  “the 
world  is  our  parish.” 


y  Each  is  growing  numerically. 
Among  our  early  decisions  was  to  as¬ 
sume  that  any  church,  if  truly 
“aflame,”  would  be  not  only  active 
but  also  be  adding  to  the  number  of 
persons  committed  to  follow  Jesus 
Christ. 

y  These  churches  believe  in  our 
church’s  connectional  system  and 
contribute  their  fair  share  to  its 
maintenance  even  if  they  do  not  agree 
with  or  feel  helped  by  every  denomi¬ 
national  program. 

y  Each  has  been  identified  or  ver¬ 
ified  by  church  leaders  in  its  own  area 
as  outstanding. 

Our  first  several  assignments  to 
visit  and  report  on  “The  Church 
Aflame”  have  involved  three  staff 


members;  others  will  be  involved  as 
the  series  progresses.  Without  fail, 
our  writers  have  come  back  from 
those  assignments  personally  excited 
about  what  they  have  seen  and  heard. 

We  begin  now  to  share  that  excite¬ 
ment  with  you— not  only  our  own  ex¬ 
citement  but  that  of  United 
Methodists  we  have  visited  whose  out¬ 
look  and  approach  projects  not  a  dy¬ 
ing  church  but  a  growing  church 
serving  a  living  Lord. 

We  hope  you  will  join  us  in  cele¬ 
brating  the  fact  that  among  many 
United  Methodists  the  church  is  not  a 
dying  ember  but  aflame  with  life.  We 
hope  this  series  will  help  to  create 
sparks  of  new  life  in  many  other  con¬ 
gregations  across  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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Church  at  heart  of  ‘Hub’  thrives 
with  committed  laity  at  the  core 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Methodist  Church 


Union  United  Method***  Churati  evolved  horn 
the  'coiorecr  member*  who  wonMpped  at  the 
Bromfieid  Street  Methods*  Episcopal  Church 
from  1818-1823,  when  th#v  organized  their  own 
house  cf  worehip.  After  •  eerie*  of  moves 
reflecting  (he  migration  of  Boston'*  bieefc  com¬ 
munity.  the  church  moved  hem  Till*  building 
wee  dedicated  in  1872. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Boston— The  Rev.  Charles  Stith  emerges  from  his  office  at  Union  UMC  to  start  another  day’s  rounds  in  downtown 
Boston.  Church  members  credit  much  of  their  church’s  vitality  to  their  pastor’s  high  visibility  in  the  community  and 
his  involvement  with  public  issues.  The  historical  marker  (inset)  attached  to  Union’s  neoGothic  stone  building  is  a 
reminder  of  the  congregation’s  roots  in  the  “Hub,”  dating  to  1818. 


Associate  Editor 

BOSTON — Its  information  brochure 
for  visitors  describes  Union  United 
Methodist  Church  as  “the  church  at  the 
heart  of  the  Hub  with  the  Hub  at  heart” 
(Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  once  called  Bos¬ 
ton  the  “hub  of  the  solar  system”). 

Sound  corny?  Not  if  you’re  a  member  of 
Union  UMC  or  have  ever  been  there.  It’s 
evident  from  the  relish  with  which  mem¬ 
bers  talk  about  their  church  that  the  bro¬ 
chure’s  turn  of  phrase  isn’t  full  of  beans 
(Boston  baked  beans,  naturally). 

Here’s  John  F.  Drewry,  a  37-year-old 
Boston  attorney  and  chairman  of  the 
church’s  trustees: 

“People  at  Union  reach  out  and  make 
everyone  who  comes  feel  like  part  of  an 
extended  family.  When  we  invite  people 
to  church,  we  promise  them  that  ‘Some¬ 
thing  will  happen,  you’ll  be  glad  you 
came.’  Something  does  and  they  are!” 

Mr.  Drewry,  a  member  since  1979, 
continued  talking  about  what  being  a 
member  of  Union  means  to  him. 

“That  church  is  at  the  center  of  my 
life.  When  I  get  paid,  the  first  thing  I  do 
is  set  aside  my  offering  to  the  church.” 

And  here’s  Costella  Laymon,  67  years  old 
and  an  alternate  lay  member  of  the  South¬ 
ern  New  England  Annual  Conference: 

“I  feel  GOOD  about  my  church!  And  I 
like  to  talk  about  something  that  makes 
me  feel  good.” 

Talk  every  chance  they  get 

Mrs.  Laymon  said  she’s  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  at  Union  for  40  years.  She  said  she 
and  other  church  members  talk  about 
Union  every  chance  they  get. 

“We’re  proud  of  our  church.  When  peo¬ 
ple  come  to  Union  they  see  that  and  de¬ 
cide,  ‘This  is  the  church  I  want  and  need.’ 
That’s  how  we  grow.  It  takes  people  out 
there  working  and  talking  as  church 
members  to  make  a  church  grow.” 

Union’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Charles  Stith, 


agrees.  He  said  Union  is  indeed  “in  a 
growth  mode.”  His  explanation: 

“We’ve  got  an  extremely  alive  and 
committed  core  of  laity.  There’s  no  ‘dead- 
wood’  here.  Every  work  area  is  working.” 

As  a  result,  the  church  has  moved  dur¬ 
ing  Mr.  Stith’s  seven  years  as  pastor 
from  being  a  struggling  inner-city  ethnic 
minority  congregation  with  fewer  than 
100  people  in  worship  services  to  an  av¬ 
erage  worship  attendance  of  nearly  300. 

On  a  typical  Sunday  that  number  is 
swelled  by  a  horde  of  children— it’s  not 
unusual  to  have  50  or  more— who  gather 
in  front  of  the  sanctuary  for  a  children’s 
sermon  before  adjourning  to  their  own 
worship  service  and  Sunday  school. 

“We’re  two  years  into  revitalization  of 
our  church  school  program,”  Mr.  Stith 
said.  “We  started  with  12  youngsters; 
now  we  have  75  enrolled.” 

The  church’s  “youth  movement’’ 
doesn’t  stop  there.  Just  a  few  years  ago, 
Union  had  only  an  adult  choir  mostly 
made  up  of  older  people.  Today  there  are 
four  choirs— one  each  for  pre-teen  chil¬ 
dren,  youth  and  young  adults  as  well  as  a 
choir  for  older  adults. 

“The  kids  get  fired  up  about  what’s  go¬ 
ing  on  here,”  Mr.  Stith  said.  “The  pres¬ 
sure  they  put  on  each  other  and  on  their 
friends  to  come  to  church  is  unbeliev¬ 
able.  They  take  a  great  deal  of  pride  and 
joy  in  what  we  have  here.” 

It’s  apparent  that  Mr.  Stith  feels  the 
same  way.  The  37-y ear-old  Harvard  Divin¬ 
ity  School  graduate  declined  an  invitation 
in  1984  to  succeed  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson 
as  head  of  Operation  PUSH,  the  Chicago- 
based  human  rights  organization. 


The  decision  to  remain  at  Union,  he 
said,  caused  him  “to  do  a  lot  of  soul- 
searching.” 

“I  discovered  that,  I  love  the  local 
church,  and  this  church,  in  a  way  one  can 
only  appreciate  when  you  have  that  kind 
of  opportunity.  It  pushed  me  to  recognize 
the  power  the  local  church  affords— not 
just  in  a  political  sense  but  as  a  nurtur¬ 
ing  community.  The  church  is  what 
keeps  us  in  touch  with  truth.” 

How  does  pastor  explain  vitality? 

How  does  he  explain  the  present  vitali¬ 
ty  of  Union,  which,  as  a  growing  urban 
ethnic  minority  congregation,  defies  de¬ 
nominational  trends?  Membership  that 
was  at  a  near  standstill  of  under  500  in 
the  mid-1970’s  has  grown  steadily  during 
the  last  seven  years  to  some  625.  Mr. 
Stith  named  several  factors: 

•  A  "high  profile”  ministry  of  commu¬ 
nity  activism  that  frequently  results  in 
the  church  and  its  pastor  being  identified 
with  controversial  political  issues. 

“We  must  be  willing  to  run  the  risk  of 
being  ahead  of  our  time,”  Mr.  Stith  said. 

Geraldine  Heyward,  president  of 
Union’s  women’s  group,  reflected  that 
same  viewpoint,  saying  she  thinks  the 
church’s  community  involvement  is 
“wonderful.”  She  said  it  gives  the  church 
name  recognition  so  that  people  want  to 
know  “what  goes  on  here.”  She  added: 

"I  think  it’s  good  to  have  people  like 
our  pastor  involved  in  the  community 
who  aren’t  controlled  by  vested  interests, 
who  don’t  have  anyone  to  answer  to  but 
the  truth.” 

•Openness  to  “some  of  the  major 
voices  in  the  country.” 

“If  people  like  Jesse  Jackson,  Rosalyn 
Carter,  former  presidential  candidate 
John  Anderson  or  (Sen.)  Ted  Kennedy  (D.- 
Mass.)  are  in  town,  chances  are  good  you’ll 
find  them  at  Union,”  Mr.  Stith  said. 

All  of  those  people  have,  in  fact,  ap¬ 


peared  there  in  recent  years.  Sen.  Kennedy 
preached  the  Jan.  18  sermon  to  a  packed 
house  honoring  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

•A  warm  Sunday  morning  worship 
service.  “We  have  a  lively,  spirited 
praise  service  and  also  try  to  offer  high 
quality  preaching,”  Mr.  Stith  said. 

"Folks  who  see  our  high  political  pro¬ 
file  in  the  community  know  that  we  talk 
justice  here.  But  they  wonder,  ‘How 
much  Jesus  do  they  talk?’  ”  he  said  with 
a  chuckle. 

“When  they  come  to  worship  with  us, 
though,  they  find  out  that  we  have  a 


great  relationship  with  the  Lord.” 

•Evangelism  and  outreach.  "We  take 
this  very  seriously— in  fact,  we’re  get¬ 
ting  ready  to  turn  it  up  another  notch,” 
Mr.  Stith  said. 

He  was  referring  to  a  recently  started 
program  of  “evangelism  callers”— lay 
people  who  call  on  people  who  visit  the 
church— and  a  related  "watch  love”  pro¬ 
gram  to  nurture  new  members  by  intro¬ 
ducing  them  to  church  people  and  helping 
them  get  involved  in  the  church’s  life. 

•High  quality  lay  leadership.  “Our 


people  are  both  competent  and  commit-  ; 
ted,”  Mr.  Stith  said.  “They  also  are  at-  | 
tracted  to  the  possiblity  they  see  here  for  ; 
‘koinonia,’  for  a  deep  experience  of  | 
Christian  fellowship.”  ,ar!  ‘•“J 

As  a  result,  he  said,'  Union  people  | 
come  from  all  walks  of  life,  ranging  ! 
from  people  on  welfare,  business  execu¬ 
tives,  professional  people,  students  and 
retired  people. 

“You  can  have  a  Ph.D.  or  an  M.D.  or 
‘no  D’  and  still  be  somebody  in  this  • 
church,”  Mr.  Stith  said.  “We’re  all  alike 
in  our  call  to  serve  Christ." 


4Back-to-the-Bible’  revival  refocuses  4,500-member  church 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

HOUSTON— Ten  years  ago  Chapel- 
wood  United  Methodist  Church  was  add¬ 
ing  members  as  fast  as  people  could 
build  houses  in  the  ultra-affluent  neigh¬ 
borhood  surrounding  the  church. 

Chief  executives  of  major  oil-drilling  and 
engineering  companies,  politicians  and 
physicians  were  among  laypeople  whose 
gifts  helped  build  the  massive  multistruc¬ 
ture  church  and  its  matching  budget. 

But  Houston's  oil-based  economy  went 
“bust"  about  three  years  ago,  and  Chapel- 
wood  might  easily  have  suffered  from  a 
collapsed  budget  and  distressed  ministries. 

It  didn’t.  Rather,  the  church  has  contin¬ 
ued  to  bring  in  about  200  members  a  year. 

Chapelwood's  $2-million  budget  is 
built  on  what  is  thought  to  be  some  of  the 
largest  per-capita  giving  support  in  the 


denomination— $2,213  per  pledge.  Ninety 
percent  of  the  annual  budget  comes  in  on 
a  single  stewardship  Sunday,  and,  in 
spite  of  Houston’s  financial  turmoil, 
more  than  400  families  increased  their 
giving  last  year  to  support  the  church’s 
ministries. 

To  name  a  few:  a  250-member  youth 
program,  hands-on  support  of  seven  lo¬ 
cal  mission  projects,  in-depth  weekly  Bi¬ 
ble  studies  attended  by  more  than  200 
members,  a  dozen  fellowship  (prayer) 
breakfast  groups,  summer  and  winter  re¬ 
vivals,  six  choirs  and  45  athletic  teams. 

Why  didn’t  Chapelwood  decline? 

The  Rev.  Kelly  Williams,  senior  pastor 
of  the  4,500-member  church  for  28  years, 
says  it’s  because  his  church  experienced  a 
“back-to-the-Bible”  revival  of  sorts  eight 
years  ago,  before  oil  went  bust. 

By  then  the  neighborhood  had  few  va¬ 


cant  lots,  and  Dr.  Williams  knew  the 
large  numbers  that  had  flocked  to  the 
church  would  begin  to  slow. 

The  spiritual  turning  point  came  when 
Chapelwood  decided  to  start  the  Bethel 
Bible  Series,  a  comprehensive,  intense 
study  of  major  themes  and  contents  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testament,  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liams  explained.  The  study  consists  of 
six  units  lasting  seven  weeks  each. 

More  than  500  people  took  the  Bethel 
series  the  first  time,  and  250  more  have 
taken  it  since  then. 

“(The  Bible  study)  turned  Chapelwood 
from  a  nice,  social  church  into  a  caring 
fellowship  of  people”  intent  on  mission 
and  discipleship,  Dr.  Williams  said. 

Studies  affect  church  response 

Ten  months  ago  the  church  launched  a 


support  program,  "Chapelwood  Assists 
Relocation/Employment”— or  CARE— 
for  people  in  the  congregation  who  had 
lost  jobs,  many  of  them  earning  more 
than  $100,000. 

Laypeople  direct  the  program,  search¬ 
ing  for  job  openings  among  church  mem¬ 
bers  and  their  own  businesses  and  among 
other  employers  in  the  community. 

More  than  50  people  have  been  placed  in 
new  jobs  through  this  program,  but  at  least 
30  church  members  are  still  unemployed. 

The  church  has  a  $65,000  “discretion¬ 
ary  fund”  that  can  distribute  up  to  $1,000 
per  family  per  month  to  help  make 
mortgage  payments,  buy  groceries,  etc. 

On  two  occasions  since  the  job-bank 
program  began,  members  have  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  give  “testimonies"  to  the 
church  on  how  Chapelwood’s  fellowship 
helped  them  through  “one  of  the  roughest 
times  of  their  lives”— unemployment  to 
re-employment,  Dr.  Williams  said. 

While  helping  take  care  of  some  of 
their  own  neediest,  “our  people  got  to 
asking  some  hard  questions  of  them¬ 
selves:  ‘How  are  we  our  brother’s  keep¬ 
er?’  ”  Dr.  Williams  said. 

Chapelwood  answered  with  an  out¬ 
reach  to  the  homeless  in  Houston.  Many 
who  camped  under  bridges  or  roamed 
streets  received  food,  shelter,  medical 
care  and  economic  assistance. 

Local  Bible  series  given,  too 

Besides  the  Bethel  Bible  Series,  the 
church  offers  “Chapelwood  Covenant  Bi¬ 
ble  Study,”  written  by  Associate  Pastor 
Carey  Sayers. 

Based  loosely  on  Bethel  but  with  more 
"inspiration,”  the  study  meets  twice  a 
week,  morning  and  evening,  with  190 
participating,  Dr.  Williams  said. 

The  biblical  emphasis  extends  beyond 
specific  Bible-study  groups,  Dr.  Williams 
added.  Sunday-school  curriculum  is  di¬ 
vided  so  that  three  out  of  each  four  quar¬ 
ters  must  be  devoted  to  some  form  of 
Bible  study. 

“Classes  like  ‘What  Aging  Means  to  Me 
and  My  Family’  are  fine  occasionally  but 
not  on  a  regular  basis,"  he  noted. 


Dr.  Williams  acknowledges  that  it 
takes  more  than  disciplined  Bible  study 
to  maintain  church  growth. 

Chapelwood  prides  itself  on  an  elabo¬ 
rate  visitation  system.  Dr.  Williams  said 
all  four  pastors,  a  group  of  laypeople  and 
most  of  the  other  17  staff  people  are  in¬ 
volved  with  it. 

"We  don’t  have  strangers  here,”  Dr. 
Williams  said.  “I’d  say  we  know  99  per¬ 
cent  by  name.” 

Each  Sunday’s  visitors  are  telephoned 
by  members  of  the  evangelism  work 
area,  he  said.  If  the  visitor  is  deemed  a 
prospective  new  member  (excluding  out- 
of-town  visitors,  members  of  other 
churches,  etc.),  a  visit  is  set  up. 

Staff  members  also  regularly  visit 
longtime  members,  especially  youth  or 
adults  and  their  children  who  have  not 
been  in  church  for  a  while. 

Youth  Pastor  Harry  Vein  and  Assis¬ 
tant  Youth  Director  Dawn  Jensen  spend 
several  afternoons  a  week  going  out  with 
church  youth  members  “and  just  talk 
about  how  things  are  going.” 

Mr.  Vein  said  visitation  in  homes,  at 
teen  hangouts  and  sports  events  is  vital 
to  youth  ministry. 

“You  can  talk  about  God  and  Jesus 
Christ,  but  if  they  don’t  see  it  in  you  up 
close,  it  doesn’t  mean  a  thing,”  he  said. 

The  two  youth  leaders  also  call  on  visi¬ 
tors  to  the  youth  program,  letting  them 
and  their  parents  know  they  are  appreci¬ 
ated  at  Chapelwood. 

Other  church  staff— from  the  minister 
of  music  to  the  director  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cation-visit  homes  of  parishioners  in¬ 
volved  in  their  specific  ministries. 

Chapelwood’s  staff  averages  three  or 
four  visits  per  person  per  week,  said  As¬ 
sociate  Pastor  Dan  Miller,  minister  of 
evangelism. 

“No  matter  how  tiresome  and  routine 
evangelism  visits  may  seem,  they  plant 
all  kinds  of  seeds,”  Mr.  Miller  said. 

Mr.  Sayers  added,  "You  can’t  be  a  pas¬ 
tor  to  anyone  you  don’t  know.  We  try  to 
visit  people  before  they  need  us.  I  tell 
them  they  can  call  me  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  if  they  need  me  and  I’ll  know  them.” 

‘Faith  Alive’  at  Chapelwood 

Thirteen  years  ago,  Chapelwood 
launched  an  annual  weekend  ministry 
called  “Faith  Alive.”  Each  winter  a 
speaker  is  invited  for  a  two-day  preach¬ 
ing  and  teaching  seminar  for  adult 
church  members  and  their  children. 


This  part-revival,  part-spiritual-en¬ 
richment  seminar  grew  from  a  lay  wit¬ 
ness  weekend  the  church  had,  explained 
Ann  Mobley,  director  of  adult  education. 

The  Chapelwood  weekend  begins  on 
Friday  night  and  is  usually  built  around 
a  study  theme.  j 

This  year’s  preacher  was  the  Rev. 
James  Buskirk,  senior  pastor  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Faith  Alive  usually  draws  about  750  \ 
people,  Mrs.  Mobley  said. 

“We  thought  about  dropping  Faith  Alive 
after  four  or  five  years,”  she  said.  “But  ev¬ 
ery  year  we  have  people  tell  us,  ‘This 
weekend  turned  my  life  around.’  How  can 
we  stop  doing  something  like  that?” 

Unlike  some  other  large  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations,  Chapelwood  also 
sponsors  a  summer  revival. 

To  add  to  those  special  evangelistic 
events,  Dr.  Williams  said  he  “preaches  an 
evangelistic  sermon”  every  third  Sunday. 

By  contrast,  he  said,  his  sermon  the 
first  Sunday  of  each  month  is  usually 
“high  church.” 

“We  reach  out  to  everybody,”  Dr.  Wil¬ 
liams  said.  “I  think  liberals  and  funda¬ 
mentalists  feel  comfortable  at 
Chapelwood.  I  think  a  good  church  can 
offer  something  for  both  groups  without 
diluting  the  Gospel. 

“It  takes  a  long  time  for  a  group  of  , 
Methodists  to  get  into  the  swim  of  read-  .  j 
ing  and  studying  the  Bible.  Let’s  face  it,  . 
we  weren’t  taught  to  do  it  regularly,  but 
I  can  guarantee  it  will  turn  a  congrega¬ 
tion  around.” 

Df .  Williams  said  it  takes  about  three  . 
years  for  a  pastor  to  get  a  congregation 
into  the  habit  of  regular  Bible  study.  “It 
took  me  six  years,"  he  admitted  jokingly. 

Pastor  runs  a  tight  ship 

Eight  top  staff  people  turn  in  detailed 
reports  to  Dr.  Williams  each  week  of  their 
work  and  contact  with  church  members. 

If  a  church  member  wins  an  award,  t 
Dr.  Williams  seeks  the  person  out  and 
congratulates  him  or  her,  Ms.  Jensen  ex-  ( 
plained.  If  another  person  is  hurting  for  r> 
some  reason,  he’ll  offer  offer  his  shoul-  . 
der. 

The  reports  keep  him  abreast,  and 
church  members  feel  good  when  the  se-  . 
nior  pastor  knows  and  cares  about  what 
is  going  on  their  lives,  she  said. 

“Kelly  expects  a  great  deal  from  the 
staff,”  said  Ms.  Mobley.  “He  stresses  a 
people-to- people  program.  He  pushes  his 
staff,  and  it  filters  down  to  the  laypeople.” 


HOUSTON— The  Revs.  Kelly  Williams,  left,  and  Harry  Vein,  third  from  left,  greet  parishioners  as  they  leave  a 
Sunday  morning  service  at  Chapelwood  UMC,  a  4,500-member  congregation  in  a  fashionable  northwest  Houston 
neighborhood.  Dr.  Williams,  Chapelwood’s  senior  pastor  for  the  past  28  years,  is  renowned  for  knowing  by  name 
virtually  every  member  who  worships  regularly.  He  cites  a  “spiritual  turning  point’’  several  years  ago  when  the 
congregation’s  emphasis  shifted  from  rapid  numerical  growth  to  deepening  Biblical  understanding- 
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Episcopalians  propose  ‘church-within-church’ 

Bishops  opposed  to  consecration  of  women  bishops  threaten  to  break  away  from  mainstream  church 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Conservative  Episcopal 
Church  bishops  who  oppose  the  consecra¬ 
tion  of  women  bishops  have  issued  a  pro¬ 
posal  for  a  ‘“church-within-a-church" 
that  would  allow  them  to  operate  under 
their  own  regulations  while  remaining 
part  of  the  2.9-million-member  denomi¬ 
nation. 

The  dissidents  have  threatened  to 
break  away  and  form  a  new  church  if 
their  plan  for  a  separate,  self-governing 
“traditionalist”  branch  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  does  not  win  the  approval  of  the 
Episcopal  House  of  Bishops. 

Representatives  of  the  conservatives 
were  scheduled  to  meet  March  9  at  Chi¬ 
cago’s  O’Hare  Airport  in  a  closed  session 
with  members  of  a  House  of  Bishops 
committee  on  women  in  the  episcopacy. 

Women  bishops  are  main  issue 

Bishop  William  Stevens  of  Fond  du 
Lac,  Wis.,  a  leader  of  the  conservative 
group,  said  the  church-within-a-church 
proposal  was  only  one  of  a  range  of  pos¬ 
sibilities  to  be  discussed  at  the  Chicago 
meeting.  “The  main  object  is  to  see  if  we 
can  work  out  some  kind  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  where  bishops  who  disagree  on  a 
fundamental  issue— namely,  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  women  bishops— can  work  out  an 
arrangement  to  stay  in  the  same  church 


together,  ”  he  said. 

The  new  threats  of  schism  have  erupt¬ 
ed  a  little  more  than  a  decade  after  the 
Episcopal  Church  approved  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  women  priests.  That  action  by  the 
church’s  1976  General  Convention 
prompted  a  breakaway  movement  that 
resulted  in  several  Episcopal  or  Angli¬ 
can  splinter  groups.  Opponents  of  wom¬ 
en  priests  contend  that  only  a  male 
priest  can  represent  Christ  in  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  Eucharist. 

Ten  years  after  the  first  officially 
sanctioned  women  priests  were  or¬ 
dained,  there  are  500  women  priests,  and 
supporters  of  women  clergy  say  that  the 
church  will  have  its  first  woman  bishop 
in  the  1990s  or  sooner. 

But  in  the  schisms  following  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  women  priests,  no  active  bish¬ 
ops  left  the  church.  The  names  of  six 
active  bishops  along  with  seven  retired 
bishops  are  appended  to  a  document  ob¬ 
tained  by  Religious  News  Service  setting 
forth  the  church-within-a-church  propos¬ 
al.  The  conservative  bishops  are  aligned 
with  a  group  called  Evangelical  and 
Catholic  Mission,  whose  steering  com¬ 
mittee  drafted  the  document. 

Traditionalist  bishops  who  remained 
in  the  church  despite  their  opposition  to 
women  priests  argue  that  the  consecra¬ 
tion  of  a  woman  bishop  would  present  a 


more  serious  breach  of  what  they  regard 
as  Anglican  order.  Bishops  ordain  priests 
and  are  a  symbol  of  unity  for  the  church. 
Opponents  of  women  bishops  say  that  the 
credentials  of  any  priest  ordained  by  a 
woman  would  be  defective. 

Separate  province  suggested 

The  ECM  document  calls  for  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  “Province  10”  separate  from 
the  nine  existing  Episcopal  provinces, 
which  are  regional  groupings  of  dioceses. 
The  proposed  new  province  would  be 
non-geographical  and  made  up  of  parish¬ 
es  gathered  around  bishops  who  are 
aligned  with  the  conservative  faction. 

According  to  the  document,  “The  re¬ 
jection  of  the  concept  of  the  parallel 
province  would  leave  traditionalist  and 
orthodox  Anglicans  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  no  alternative  to  a  total  break  in 
communion”  with  the  denomination. 

If  no  accommodation  can  be  reached, 
the  conservative  bishops  should  “act 
quickly  and  in  close  concert  to  erect  a 
separate  structure,”  says  the  plan.  The 
group  would  appeal  to  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  titular  head  of  the  Anglican 
Communion,  to  recognize  the  new  struc¬ 
ture  as  self-governing  but  still  in  com¬ 
munion  with  Canterbury. 

The  group  reportedly  anticipates  Bish¬ 
op  Graham  Leonard  of  London,  leader  of 
the  opposition  to  women  priests  in  the 


Church  of  England,  to  be  an  ally  if  it 
should  decide  to  break  with  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  and  form  a  new  church.  Oth¬ 
er  bishops  opposed  to  women’s 
ordination  in  England,  Australia  and 
South  Africa  are  also  expected  to  lend 
support. 

The  Church  of  England’s  General  Syn¬ 
od,  which  approved  plans  leading  to  the 
ordination  of  women  priests,  could  begin 
ordaining  women  as  soon  as  July  1992,  if 
legislation  by  church  bodies  and  the  Par¬ 
liament  is  approved  on  schedule. 

The  “Province  10”  plan  is  "internal  to 
the  American  church,”  said  Bishop  Ste¬ 
vens.  If  all  goes  well,  the  dissidents  from 
the  U.S.  would  offer  the  plan  as  a  model 
to  other  parts  of  Anglicanism  where 
there  is  dissension  over  ordination  of 
women  and  other  issues,  he  said. 

In  addition  to  Bishop  Stevens,  others 
representing  opponents  of  women  bish¬ 
ops  at  the  March  9  meeting  were  Bish¬ 
op  Victor  Rivera  of  the  Diocese  of  San 
Joaquin,  Calif.,  and  Bishop  Clarence  C. 
Pope,  Jr.  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  The 
meeting  was  set  in  motion  after  Bishop 
Pope  read  a  statement  at  the  House  of 
Bishops  meeting  last  September  in  San 
Antonio  asking  for  a  way  of  "satisfying 
the  consciences  of  all  parties  and  tres¬ 
passing  upon  none”  in  the  disagreement 
over  women  bishops. 


Home  church  services 


Soviet  watchdog  reveals  ‘ploy’  by  Christians 


By  ALAN  GILL 
Religious  News  Service 

MELBOURNE,  Australia— In  a  re¬ 
mote  region  of  the  Soviet  Union  an 
old  pian  is  dying.  People  from  a  dozen 
surrounding  villages  trudge  through 
the  snow  to  his  bedside.  They  can 
hardly  fit  into  the  house,  let  alone 
squeeze  into  the  bedroom.  Incense 
and  the  sound  of  incantations  fill  the 
air.  The  “dying”  man,  impressed  by 
the  attention,  makes  an  abrupt  recov¬ 
ery. 

Those  present  are  actors  in  a  ploy 
to  circumvent  the  government’s  ban 
on  religious  activity  other  than  in  reg¬ 
istered  churches— whose  numbers  are 
deliberately  kept  low. 

Loophole  allows  home  services 

An  exemption  allows  religious  min¬ 
istration  in  the  homes  of  those  who 
are  too  ill  to  come  to  church.  An  Or¬ 
thodox  priest,  who  discovered  the 
loophole,  has  made  it  his  business  to 
send  emissaries  to  locate  bedridden 
persons,  then  let  it  be  known  that  a 
service  will  be  held  on  such  and  such 
a  date  in  the  bedroom  of  Mr.  X. 

The  Rev.  Michael  Bourdeaux,  di¬ 


rector  of  the  Keston  College  Center 
for  the  Study  of  Religion  and  Commu¬ 
nism  in  Kent,  England,  reveals  the 
ruse  in  a  soon-to-be-published  book  ti¬ 
tled  “Ten  Growing  Soviet  Churches.” 

The  chapters  formed  the  basis  of 
the  Moorhouse  Lectures,  named  after 
a  former  Anglican  bishop  of  Mel¬ 
bourne,  which  Mr.  Bourdeaux  recent¬ 
ly  delivered  in  Melbourne. 

In  1952,  while  Mr.  Bourdeaux  was 
on  national  service  in  Britain,  a  com¬ 
manding  officer  picked  him  for  an  in¬ 
tensive  Russian  language  course. 
Later,  while  training  for  the  Anglican 
priesthood,  he  became  an  exchange 
student  at  Moscow  University.  He 
spent  much  of  his  spare  time  seeking 
out  Russian  Christians,  of  whom  he 
wrote  in  a  book  titled  “Opium  of  the 
People.” 

'Daily  ration  of  opium’ 

The  title,  based  on  Karl  Marx’s 
comment  about  religion,  was  prompt¬ 
ed  by  a  remark  made  to  Mr.  Bour¬ 
deaux  by  an  atheist  fellow  student, 
who  asked  jocularly  if  he  had  taken 
his  “daily  ration  of  opium.” 

Russians  no  longer  jest  about  the 


52-year-old  Mr.  Bourdeaux  and  Kes¬ 
ton  College,  which  he  founded  in  1969. 
The  organization  has  the  official  sup¬ 
port  of  the  archbishops  of  Canterbury 
(Anglican)  and  Westminster  (Roman 
Catholic)  and  the  chief  rabbi  of  the 
British  Commonwealth.  Its  publica¬ 
tions,  including  the  periodical  "Reli¬ 
gion  in  Communist  Lands,”  are 
regarded  among  the  most  accurate 
and  authoritative  sources  of  informa¬ 
tion  about  religious  and  civil  liberties, 
or  the  lack  of  them,  in  the  Soviet 
Union  and  other  East  bloc  countries. 

Since  Keston  College  runs  on  a 
shoestring,  there  were  rumors  that 
Mr.  Bourdeaux’s  visit  to  Australia 
was  being  financed  through  his  other 
interest— professional  tennis.  He  was 
a  line  judge  at  the  Australian  Open  fi¬ 
nal,  where  he  received  a  sunburned 
nose  and  $168  in  expenses. 

While  in  Australia  Mr.  Bourdeaux 
was  repeatedly  asked  his  opinion  of 
the  end  of  the  Siberian  exile  of  Andrei 
Sakharov,  the  scientist  and  civil 
rights  leader. 

Goodwill  not  a  sham 

“I  think  it  would  be  a  mistake  to 


say  this  is  just  a  sham,”  he  said. 
“Clearly  (Premier  Mikhail) 
Gorbachev  would  like  to  have  greater 
economic  stability  for  the  Soviet 
Union  and  a  more  successful  internal 
system.  It  is  pretty  obvious  he  would 
like  to  spend  less  money  on  arms.  To 
do  these  things  he  wants  legitimately 
to  come  to  some  form  of  agreement 
with  the  Americans.  In  other  words, 
he  seeks  American  goodwill. 

“How  deep  does  it  go?  What  has 
happened  so  far  affects  three  or  four 
people  only.  One  must  be  very  cau¬ 
tious.  As  far  as  Soviet  Christians  are 
concerned— and  there  are  at  least 
50  million  of  them,  nearly  one-fifth  of 
the  population— I  have  to  say  that 
Christians  in  the  Soviet  Union  have 
not  yet  benefited  in  any  tangible 
way.” 

The  Keston  College  director  said  he 
“would  like  the  world’s  religious  as 
well  as  political  leaders  to  say  to 
Gorbachev,  ‘You’ve  shown  good  will, 
we  don’t  want  to  discredit  you,  but 
you  have  not  tackled  the  basics.  The 
laws  must  be  changed.’  Unfortunate¬ 
ly,  they  were  made  under  Lenin,  and 
Lenin’s  laws  are  hard  to  change.” 


History  of  Hymns 

‘No  East  or  West’  author  took  pen  name  from  novel 


In  Christ  there  is  no  east  or  west, 

In  him  no  south  or  north; 

But  one  great  fellowship  of  love 
Throughout  the  whole  wide  earth. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  writer  of  “In  Christ  There  Is  No 
East  or  West”  had  two  names. 

His  family  and  friends  knew  him  as 

Religion  reporting: 
more  professional, 
too  sensational 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— One  of  the  major  prob¬ 
lems  with  religion  newswriting  is  the 
tendency  to  go  for  the  sensational  and 
exotic  stories  without  covering  the  inter¬ 
nal  denominational  events,  an  interfaith 
panel  agreed  in  New  York. 

“It  would  be  like  covering  the  ‘Irans- 
cam’  and  not  anything  else”  in  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  said  Richard  Ostling,  religion 
editor  at  Time  magazine.  Religion  writ¬ 
ers  “seize  the  scandals  and  milk  them 
for  all  they’re  worth,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Ostling  was  one  of  four  partici¬ 
pants  in  a  panel  on  religion  reporting 
held  Feb.  25  by  the  Deadline  Club,  the 
New  York  chapter  of  the  Society  of  Pro¬ 
fessional  Journalists,  Sigma  Delta  Chi. 

Although  the  panel  agreed  that  there 
are  more  religion  writers  in  the  country 
who  are  well  trained  than  ever  before, 
and  that  the  quality  of  religion  writing  is 
better  than  it  has  been  in  the  past,  there 
are  still  some  problems  in  the  field. 

One  problem,  said  Msgr.  Peter  Finn, 
director  of  communications  for  the  arch¬ 
diocese  of  New  York,  is  that  many  reli¬ 
gion  editors  and  staff  are  “reporting 
with  absolutely  no  religious  information 
or  background  on  the  topic  to  which  they 
are  assigned.”  He  said  many  reporters 
need  a  lesson  in  the  "fundamental  ter¬ 
minology”  of  the  field  and  a  “catch-up 
course”  to  guard  against  inaccuracy  in 
their  articles. 

The  Rev.  J.  Martin  Bailey,  associate 
general  secretary  for  media  and  mem¬ 
ber  services  at  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  (NCC),  said  that  some  of  the 
stories  that  come  out  of  his  organization 
are  technical  and  not  easy  to  simplify. 

Some  religion  writers,  in  an  effort  to 
clarify,  contrast  the  views  of  different 
groups  and  end  up  “pitting  one  organiza¬ 
tion  against  another,”  said  Mr.  Bailey. 

He  said  many  NCC  issues  don’t  relate 
to  the  internal  life  of  churches  but  rather 
are  “based  on  a  Christian  approach  to 
what  is  happening  in  the  world.” 


William  Arthur  Dunkerly. 

The  literary  world  knew  him  as  John 
Oxenham,  distinguished  English  novelist 
and  poet. 

He  was  born  in  1852  and  educated  at 
Manchester,  England.  Early  in  his  ca¬ 
reer  Dunkerly  took  his  pen  name  from  a 
character,  an  English  sea  captain,  in 
Charles  Kingsley’s  novel  "Westward 
Ho!” 


His  success  demanded  that  he  continue 
his  career  with  this  borrowed  name. 

A  devout  Christian  and  an  active 
churchman,  Oxenham  was  a  deacon  in 
the  Euling  Congregational  Church  in 
London  and  also  taught  a  Bible  class 
there. 

In  1908  the  London  Missionary  Society 
sponsored  an  exhibition  for  which  Oxen¬ 
ham  was  invited  to  script  a  pageant.  The 


Dear  Deborah 


Knowing  history  of  hymn 
puts  meaning,  life  into  song 


Dear  Deborah: 

Your  letter  about  ‘‘the  same  21 
hymns”  urges  me  to  answer. 

The  experience  of  worship  need  not  be 
dull.  The  minister  should  do  more  work 
in  preparation  for  worship.  Hymns  have 
interesting  histories,  authors,  music. 

In  the  history  of  our  hymnal  is  the  sto¬ 
ry  of  Number  7.  The  author  is  Charles 
Parkin,  a  former  district  superintendent. 
What  a  great  gift  that  he  has  given  us! 

Earl  Marlatt  has  two  hymns.  He  was 

Clergy  pessimistic 
about  South  Africa 

From  Religious  News  Service 

CLEVELAND,  Ohio— Two  visiting 
South  African  clergymen,  a  white  rabbi 
and  a  black  Dutch  Reformed  minister, 
sounded  pessimistic  notes  as  they  spoke 
to  Cleveland  clergy  about  the  immediate 
future  of  their  embattled  nation. 

The  Rev.  Zachariah  Mokgoebo  of  the 
black  township  of  Soweto  and  Rabbi  Ben 
Isaacson  of  Johannesburg  spoke  in 
Cleveland  as  part  of  a  two-month  fund¬ 
raising  tour  of  23  American  cities.  The 
clerics  are  collecting  money  to  establish 
ecumenical  centers  in  South  Africa  in 
which  blacks  and  whites  will  live  togeth¬ 
er  in  opposition  to  the  apartheid  system. 

Rabbi  Isaacson,  50,  who  has  protested 
apartheid  since  the  1960  Sharpeville 
massacre,  said,  “Things  will  get  worse 
before  they  get  better,”  according  to  a 
report  by  Darrell  Holland  in  the  Cleve¬ 
land  Plain  Dealer. 

He  declared  that  “whites  are  terminal¬ 
ly  ill,"  and  warned  that  until  the  4  mil¬ 
lion  whites  recognize  the  24  million 
blacks  and  the  3  million  coloreds  in 
South  Africa  as  fully  human,  “there  will 
be  no  peace  in  South  Africa.” 


dean  of  Boston  University  School  of  The¬ 
ology  and  a  classmate  of  mine  62  years 
ago.  He  was  a  spiritual  man! 

There  are  many  others.  As  we  sing 
their  hymns,  we  can  rejoice  in  their 
memories!  Worship  becomes  an  experi¬ 
ence  like  that  of  Isaiah  6. 

The  minister  needs  to  “lead”  in  wor¬ 
ship! 

Some  do  not  know  the  music  of  a 
hymn.  Music  is  important,  but  the  words 
are  more  important.  Let  us  put  meaning 
into  the  worship! 

I  am  90  years  old.  I  cannot  remember 
when  I  have  not  led  the  people  in  worship 
moments  without  extra  emphasis  that 
would  help  the  people  to  have  a  vital 
sense  of  the  presence  of  The  Holy  Spirit! 

Let  us  rejoice  and  BE  GLAD! 

B.F.W. 

Dear  B.F.W.: 

Just  hope  your  enthusiasm  is  catching. 
What  an  exciting  ministry  you  have  at 
your  advanced  age  and  experience. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Remaining  a  part  of  the  ‘action’ 

GLENDALE,  Ariz.— Katherine  Case,  a  98-year-old  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman,  says  she’ll  “never  quit,”  and  fellow  church  members  at  Glendale 
First  United  Methodist  Church  believe  her.  Last  year  she  made  32  crib 
quilts,  36  lap  robes  and  a  number  of  aprons  for  the  church  bazaar.  In  addi¬ 
tion  she  remains  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  executive 
board  and  attends  weekly  prayer  meetings,  a  Bible  study  and  Sunday  school 
class.  Her  testimony?  “I’ll  remain  a  part  of  the  action  . . .  the  Lord  gave  us 
the  ability— use  it,  I  say!” 

Priests  with  AIDS  pose 
challenge  to  Catholics 


hymn  was  written  as  part  of  the  pageant 
that  featured  India. 

Winston  Churchill  spoke  at  the  opening 
of  the  exhibition,  pointing  out  the  “civi¬ 
lizing  and  humanitarian  work  of  mission¬ 
aries.” 

“St.  Peter,”  the  tune  most  widely  used 
for  Oxenham’s  hymn,  was  composed  in 
1836  by  Alexander  Reinagle.  It  was 
named  after  the  church  St.  Peter's-in- 
the-East,  in  Oxford,  England,  where 
Reinagle  was  organist. 

Another  tune  for  this  hymn  that  seems 
to  be  growing  in  popularity  made  its 
first  appearance  in  the  Episcopal  “Hym¬ 
nal  1940.”  "McKee”  is  an  adaptation  of  a 
spiritual,  “I  know  the  angel’s  done 
changed  my  name,”  which  dates  from 
Fisk  University’s  “Jubilee  Songs”  of 
1884. 

The  adaptation  of  the  spiritual  was 
made  in  1939  by  Harry  T.  Burleigh.  Mu¬ 
sic  editor  for  a  major  New  York  music 
publisher,  Burleigh  was  also  a  successful 
song  composer  and  arranger  of 
spirituals. 

Burleigh  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Composers,  Au¬ 
thors,  and  Publishers  in  1914. 

The  tune  was  named  for  the  Rev. 
Elmer  M.  McKee,  rector  of  St.  George’s 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  on  Stuyve- 
sant  Square  in  New  York  City,  where 
Burleigh  was  baritone  soloist  for  52 
years. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Faith  of  Our  Fathers ” 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Roman  Catholic  priests 
are  dying  of  AIDS. 

In  the  atmosphere  of  shock  that  sur-’ 
rounds  all  aspects  of  the  AIDS  crisis, 
that  announcement  is  particularly  stun¬ 
ning  because  Catholic  priests  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  celibate. 

Although  sexual  activity  among  the 
ranks  of  Catholic  clergy  may  not  be  the 
shocking  story  it  once  was.  the  revela¬ 
tion  that  priests  are  dying  of  AIDS  con¬ 
tracted  through  homosexual  encounters 
has  forced  a  certain  amount  of  open  dis¬ 
cussion  of  homosexual  priests,  an  issue 
that  previously  had  been  talked  about 
only  in  hushed  tones. 

Newspaper  confirms  12  victims 

Ever  since  the  liberal  independent  Na¬ 
tional  Catholic  Reporter  reported  last 
December  that  it  had  confirmed  that  12 
priests  have  died  from  AIDS,  the  topic 
has  been  widely  written  about  in  the  sec¬ 
ular  press  and  debated  by  left  and  right. 

As  the  reports  continue  to  accumulate, 
some  have  charged  that  the  Catholic 
Church  has  been  less  than  compassionate 
in  its  treatment  of  priests  who  become 
afflicted  with  acquired  immune  deficien¬ 
cy  syndrome,  often  transmitted  through 
homosexual  encounters.  On  the  other 
side,  church  conservatives  have  leveled 
harsh  criticism  at  the  newspaper  cover¬ 
age,  which  they  view  as  anti-Catholic. 

Columnist  Joseph  Sobran,  writing  in  a 
recent  edition  of  the  conservative  Catho¬ 
lic  weekly.  The  Wanderer,  blasted  a  Feb. 
7  story  in  The  Washington  Post  which  he 
said  implied  “that  the  church  isn’t  ac¬ 
cording  enough  ‘compassion’  to  its  own 
sodomites. 

“Of  course  the  Catholic  Church  dis¬ 
criminates  against  sodomites,"  Mr.  So¬ 
bran  continued.  “It  also  discriminates 
against  fornicators.  The  AIDS  “crisis’ 
hasn’t  shocked  it  into  changing  its  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  one,  any  more  than  syphilis 
shocked  it  into  changing  on  the  other.” 

Incidents  of  priests  with  AIDS  are  be¬ 
ing  reported  outside  the  large  urban  ar¬ 
eas  such  as  New  York  where  the  disease 
is  most  prevalent. 

In  early  February,  the  St.  Paul  (Minn.) 
Pioneer  Press  Dispatch,  in  a  copyrighted 
article,  reported  the  death  of  a  Minneso¬ 
ta  Catholic  priest  from  AIDS.  The  paper 
said  the  clergyman  died  in  late  1986  “‘af¬ 
ter  isolating  himself  from  the  church  and 


concealing  his  lifestyle  and  illness  from 
all  but  a  few  close  friends.” 

Three  other  Minnesota  priests  are 
known  to  have  AIDS-related  symptoms, 
said  the  paper,  and  at  least  two  out-of- 
state  priests  have  gone  to  Minnesota  for 
treatment  of  the  disease.  In  addition,  it 
said,  several  Catholic  clergy  around  the 
state  have  tested  positive  for  AIDS. 

In  early  February  The  Chicago  Tri¬ 
bune  reported  that  five  Roman  Catholic 
clerics — two  priests  and  three  broth¬ 
ers— had  died  of  AIDS  there  in  recent 
months.  Brother  Rick  Garcia,  Midwest 
coordinator  of  the  Catholic  Coalition  for 
Gay  Civil  Rights,  told  the  paper  he  knew 
of  several  other  priests  and  brothers  in 
Chicago  who  had  AIDS. 

Exactly  how  many  of  the  57,000  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  clergy  in  the  United  States 
are  homosexual  and  how  many  have 
AIDS  is  unknown. 

Paper  says  50  percent  are  gay 

According  to  a  Feb.  27  report  in  the 
National  Catholic  Reporter,  “Homosex¬ 
ual  clergy  tend  to  place  the  figure  (of  ho¬ 
mosexual  priests)  at  50  percent  or  higher 
. . .  Allowing  for  the  unique  shifts  in 
Catholic  clerical  life,  and  the  attrition 
rate  of  heterosexual  priests,  the  percent¬ 
age  of  homosexual  clergymen  is  conser¬ 
vatively  estimated  at  16-26  percent, 
according  to  a  reliable  secular  research¬ 
er.” 

“Until  I  came  into  vocation  work,  I 
had  little  idea  that  the  number  of  gay 
priests  was  so  high,”  the  Rev.  Frederick 
Daley  of  Syracuse.  N.Y.  recently  told 
The  Washington  Post.  Father  Daley,  vo¬ 
cation  director  for  the  Diocese  of  Syra-. 
cuse,  added,  “I  really  believe  that  most 
priests  have  committed  themselves  to 
celibacy,  but  there’s  a  significant  num¬ 
ber  who  have  not." 

Even  if  the  lowest  estimates  are  ac¬ 
cepted,  many  inside  and  outside  the 
church  say  the  AIDS  crisis  among  priests 
could  greatly  increase  over  the  next  few 
years. 

In  the  same  Post  article.  Dr.  David 
McEwan,  founder  of  Hawaii’s  AIDS  Task 
Force,  said,  “AIDS  is  going  to  profoundly 
affect  the  Catholic  religious  community 
in  1987.  Three  (priests  who  test  positive) 
is  not  a  lot  but  if  that’s  true  in  every  city 
in  the  country  that’s  not  a  small  num¬ 
ber.” 


Poem  of  the  Week 


On  Prayer 

A  prayer  can  be  a  bridge 
To  walk  along 
Above  life’s  sorrows, 

A  Godly  song 
To  joy  the  heart, 

A  two-party  line 
Where  voices  entwine. 

—ANGELA  GALL 


PHOTO  FROM  KANSAS  WEST  CONFERENCE  "CROSSFIRE" 

UM  ‘Spirit  Catchers’  delight  worshipers 

LAKIN,  Kan.— Enthusiastic  “Spirit  Catchers”  from  Lakin  United  Methodist  Church  perform  with  their  fabric 
friends  once  a  month  during  the  children’s  time  in  the  morning  worship  service.  They  also  perform  in  kindergarten 
classes  in  the  area.  Puppeteers  are,  from  left,  Lorraine  Morgan,  Brenda  Blackburn,  Tim  Blackburn,  Raymond  Han¬ 
sen  and  Carol  Slate. 
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Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Ministries 

Youth  in  Service,  Education  and  Fellowship 


Youth  Camping  Opportunities 


Caney  Conference  Centre 

June  21-27  Christian  Community  Ex¬ 
perience 

Deans:  Lorris  Wimberly, 
Jim  Meyer 

(Youth  completing  grades 
9-12) 


July  6-10  Junior  High  I 

Deans:  Ron  Witler,  Sheila 
Berry 

(Youth  entering  grades  7-9) 
July  20-24  Junior  High  II 

Dean:  Alfred  Bakewell 
(Youth  entering  grades  7-9) 
Nov.  23-25  Senior  High 

Dean:  Patterson  Culligan 
(Youth  in  grades  10-12) 

Lake  Charles  District  Camp 
July  10-12  Senior  High 

Dean:  Wayne  Taylor 
(Y outh  entering  grades 
10-12) 

July  27-31  Junior  High 

Dean:  W.  Spiller  Milton 
(Y outh  entering  grades  7-9) 


Camp  Istrouma 

June  22-26  Junior  High  I 

Deans:  Weldon  Bares, 
Mark  Martin 

(Youth  entering  grades  8-9) 

June  28- 

July  2  Senior  High 

Dean:  John  Sewell 
(Youth  entering  grades 
10-12) 

July  12-17  Methodist  Home  Camp 
Dean:  Larry  Lewis 
(Youth  entering  grades 
10-12) 

Aug.  3-7  Junior  High  II 

Dean:  Tom  Howe 
(Youth  entering  grades  8-9) 


March  15 


Camping  Sunday  Scheduled 


This  Sunday,  March  15,  has  been  desig¬ 
nated  as  “Camping  Sunday”  in  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference.  Each  church  is  asked 
to  promote  the  camping  opportunities 
for  children  and  youth  in  the  three  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  camps.  There  are  camps 
for  children  entering  the  third  grade 
through  camps  for  young  people  entering 
the  twelfth  grade.  Brochures  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  through  your  local  church. 


Church  camping  provides  the  unique 
opportunity  for  children  and  youth  to  ex¬ 
perience  the  Biblical  message  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  God’s  creation.  It  is  a  chance  to 
get  away  from  the  routines  of  life  and 
spend  time  with  a  small  group  of  persons 
in  Christian  community,  experiencing 
the  Love  of  Christ  and  learning  to  per¬ 
sonally  live  as  disciples. 


Do  You  Know  Your  CCYM? 


The  CCYM  (Conference  Council  on 
Youth  Ministry)  is  composed  of  youth 
and  adults  from  each  district  in  the  con¬ 
ference.  The  district  youth  coordinator  is 
a  member.  He/she  is  selected  annually 
by  the  District  Committee  on  Nomina¬ 
tions  for  a  term  of  one  year. 


Each  District  Council  on  Youth  Minis¬ 
try  (DCYM)  elects  two  youth  representa¬ 
tives  and  one  alternate.  Additional  youth 
may  be  selected  by  the  CCYM  to  serve  as 
at  large  members. 

Do  you  know  who  your  represen¬ 
tatives  are? 


CCYM  Officers  for  1986-87 
President:  Pat  Bolling  —  Homer  UMC 
Vice  President:  Paige  Croom  —  Alexandria,  First  UMC 
Secretary:  Doug  Robinson  —  Lafayette,  Church  of  the  Covenant 
YSF  Co-Chairpersons:  Joey  Wilbert  —  Plaquemine  UMC 
Lenny  Roes  —  Pineville,  First  UMC 

District  Representatives,  Alternates  &  Coordinators 

Alexandria  District 
Erica  Cooper  —  Alexandria,  First  UMC 
Paige  Croom  —  Alexandria,  First  UMC 
Shawn  Zochert  —  Pineville,  First  UMC 
(Alt.)  Shawne  Harrington  —  Alexandria,  First  UMC 
(Coor.)  Kathy  Earp  —  Pineville,  First  UMC 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District 
Nicole  McGhee  —  Baton  Rouge,  Jordan  UMC 
Lori  Toliver  —  Baton  Rouge,  Jefferson  UMC 
(Alt )  Todd  Soileau  —  Watson,  Live  Oak  UMC 
(Coor.)  Pleasant  Sibley  —  Walker,  Walker  UMC 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District 
Eric  Singleton  —  Baton  Rouge,  Camphor  Memorial  UMC 
Joey  Wilbert  —  Plaquemine,  First  UMC 
Doug  Robinson  —  Lafayette,  Church  of  the  Covenant 
Kelvin  Patterson  —  Baton  Rouge,  Camphor  Memorial 
(Alt.)  Christopher  Jones  —  Opelousas,  St.  Mark’s  UMC 
(Coor.)  Leona  McCastle  —  Baton  Rouge,  Camphor  Memorial 
(Coor.)  Rev.  Dick  Scott-Welch  —  Plaquemine,  First  UMC 

Lake  Charles  District 
Chrissy  Boston  —  Lake  Charles,  First  UMC 
Chris  Morgan  —  Sulphur,  Henning  Memorial  UMC 
Steve  Pekar  —  Lake  Charles,  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC 
(Coor.)  Rev.  Eddie  Morgan  —  Welsh,  First  UMC  —  Jennings,  Trinity  UMC 

Monroe  District 

Kristin  Mikeal  —  Monroe,  First  UMC 

John  David  Cleveland  —  Monroe,  First  UMC 

Kammie  Seffens  —  West  Monroe,  McGuire  UMC 

(Coor.)  Phyllis  Taylor  —  Monroe,  First  UMC 

(Coor.)  Rev.  Bill  Willis  —  Sicily  Island,  Sicily  Island  UMC 

New  Orleans/Houma  District 
Theo  Moody  —  New  Orleans,  Mt.  Zion  UMC 
Mark  Wilhite  —  New  Orleans,  Rayne  Memorial 
(Coor.)  Dolores  Giles  —  New  Orleans,  Mt.  Zion  UMC 

New  Orleans/Slidell  District 
Chenise  Hamilton  —  New  Orleans,  Peck  UMC 
(Coor.)  Jan  Simpson  —  Metairie,  Munholland 

Ruston  District 

Pat  Bolling  —  Homer,  Homer  UMC 

(Coor.)  Rev.  Jeff  Duke  —  Choudrant,  Douglas  UMC 

(Coor.)  Rev.  Ripp  Wimberly  —  Ringgold  UMC 

Shreveport  District 

Hamp  Hardee  —  Pleasant  Hill,  Pleasant  Hill  UMC 
Brian  Smith  —  Bossier  City,  First  UMC 
Stephanie  Harris  —  Shreveport,  St.  James  UMC 
Rodney  Brantley  —  Shreveport,  St.  James  UMC 
(Alt.)  Jane  Whittington  —  Shreveport,  Noel  UMC 
(Coor.)  Kelly  Williams  —  Shreveport,  Broadmoor  UMC 


Youth  from  all  over  the  Conference  participated  in  the  1986  DCYM  training  ses¬ 
sion  in  Shreveport. 


District  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 


Each  district  elects  a  District  Council 
on  Youth  Ministries  (DCYM)  to  coordi¬ 
nate  the  youth  activities  within  the  dis¬ 
trict  and  relate  to  the  conference 
programs.  The  structure  and  size  of  the 
DCYMs  varies,  but  they  are  to  be  made 
up  of  no  more  than  one-third  adults. 

According  to  the  By-Laws,  the  DCYM 
should  (a)  consist  of  two  youth  and  one 
adult  from  every  church  in  the  district, 

(b)  consist  of  representatives  from  each 
of  the  sub-districts  within  the  district,  or 

(c)  elect  members  at  a  district  youth 
function.  Check  with  your  district  youth 
coordinator  for  the  structure  of  your 
DCYM  and  information  about  how  you 


might  participate. 

Each  year,  immediately  following  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  the  Conference  Council 
on  Youth  Ministries  sponsors  a  training 
session  for  elected  members  of  the 
DCYMs.  This  year’s  training  will  be  held 
on  June  4-6  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport.  All  persons  serving  on  the 
respective  DCYM  for  the  1987-88  year 
are  urged  to  participate. 

The  training  will  help  members  under¬ 
stand  the  functions  and  responsibilities 
of  the  DCYM,  will  be  a  time  for  persons 
from  various  districts  to  share  ideas  and 
resources,  and  will  serve  as  a  time  for 
DCYMs  to  play  for  their  district  events. 


Se 


nior  Highs  Gather  for  Retreat 


Almost  200  persons  gathered  at  Caney 
Conference  Centre  on  February  20-22  for 
the  annual  Senior  High  Retreat.  The 
theme  was  “Friend  to  Friend”  as  they 
talked  about  relationships.  Through  lead¬ 
er  presentations  and  small  group  discus¬ 
sions,  the  youth  and  adults  discussed 
relationships  with  their  family,  their 


friends,  boy-girl  relationships  and  their 
relationship  with  God. 


In  addition  to  the  theme  discussion,  the 
participants  had  time  for  games,  a 
dance,  singing  and  worship.  Forty-one 
churches  from  seven  of  the  districts  had 
youth  and  adults  involved  in  this  event. 


YSF  Projects  for  1987 


YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND 


The  projects  supported  by  the  Youth 
Service  Fund  are  selected  annually  by 
the  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries.  Projects  requesting  funds  must 
submit  an  application  and  provide  ap¬ 
propriate  information  by  December  1 
preceding  the  year  for  which  funds  are 
requested.  The  Project  Review  Commit¬ 
tee,  in  conjunction  with  the  CCYM,  then 
recommends  the  distribution  of  funds. 

The  projects  to  receive  funds  in  1987 
are:  Istrouma  After-School  Enrichment 
Program;  The  Shepherd  Center;  Method¬ 
ist  Home  Camp;  and  International  Chris¬ 
tian  Youth  Exchange.  This  year  requests 
were  received  for  three  times  the 
amount  of  funds  available. 

The  Istrouma  After-School  Enrich¬ 
ment  Program  is  a  joint  project  of  Is¬ 
trouma  United  Methodist  Church  in 

YSF  Sunday 

May  24,  1987,  is  Youth  Service  Fund 
Sunday  in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  It  is 
a  day  to  help  each  congregation  become 
aware  of  the  purpose  and  projects  of  the 
Youth  Service  Fund.  The  Conference 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries  recom¬ 
mends  that  each  church  involve  the 
youth  of  their  congregation  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  worship  in  a  special  way. 

In  many  churches,  the  youth  plan  and 
lead  the  entire  service  on  this  day.  In 
other  churches  the  youth  might  partici¬ 
pate  as  liturgists  or  ushers,  or  a  youth 
might  explain  YSF  to  the  congregation. 
However  youth  are  involved,  we  hope  the 
participation  will  be  special. 

It  is  also  suggested  that  a  special  of¬ 
fering  of  “your  pocket  change”  be  taken 
for  YSF.  It  does  not  require  your  dollars, 
but  simply  offer  your  change  on  May  24. 
This  will  help  the  youth  of  Louisiana  sup¬ 
port  the  projects  FOR  youth  and  BY 
youth  as  they  continue  to  serve. 

Youth 

Service  Fund 

The  “Youth  Service  Fund?  is  raised  by 
youth  and  spent  by  youth  to  benefit 
youth.  It  provides  the  opportunity  for 
youth  to  participate  as  full  laity  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Youth  make 
the  decision  as  to  where  YSF  money  is 
spent. 

Various  local  church  groups  and  dis¬ 
trict  youth  projects  raise  the  money  sent 
to  YSF.  It  is  sent  to  the  Conference  Of¬ 
fice  where  the  Conference  Council  on 
Youth  Ministry  decides  which  projects 
making  requests  will  receive  the  money. 
A  primary  criteria  is  that  the  projects  be 
for  youth  and  that  youth  have  a  part  in 
the  leadership  of  the  projects. 

Thirty  percent  of  the  YSF  money  in 
each  conference  is  sent  to  the  National 
Youth  Ministry  Organization  to  support 
the  national  priorities  and  to  cover  pro¬ 
motional  costs.  The  remaining  70  per¬ 
cent  goes  to  service  projects  determined 
by  the  local  CCYM.  One-third  of  this  70 
percent  must  go  to  support  projects  out¬ 
side  of  the  conference.  The  remainder  is 
used  for  projects  within  Louisiana. 


Baton  Rouge  and  the  YWCA  and  Big 
Buddies  to  provide  low  cost  after-school 
care.  Istrouma  Church  will  provide  the 
facility  for  this  project  for  children  ages 
5-14.  The  children  will  be  provided  with 
opportunities  for  recreation,  music  anh 
academic  tutoring.  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  is  in¬ 
volved  with  financial  assistance  and 
youth  volunteers  to  assist  the  paid  staff. 

The  Shepherd  Center  is  an  ecumenical 
ministry  in  the  Alexandria  area.  One  of 
their  projects  is  "Christmas  Cheer  for 
Children.”  This  program  coordinates  the 
distribution  of  gifts  to  needy  children  at 
Christmas.  Last  year  over  500  families 
were  helped.  Youth  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Alexandria  area 
are  involved  in  the  program  as  volun¬ 
teers. 

Methodist  Home  Camp  is  a  camp  held 
each  year  for  the  children  residing  at  the 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans.  It  is 
held  at  Camp  Istrouma  near  Baton 
Rouge.  Youth  from  throughout  the  con¬ 
ference  serve  as  “Junior  Counselors.” 
They  share  their  Christian  love  and  con¬ 
cern  with  these  abandoned  and  neglected 
children.  The  youth  pay  for  their  partici¬ 
pation  while  the  YSF  funds  help  pay  the 
cost  of  the  children’s  participation. 

International  Christian  Youth  Ex¬ 
change  provides  an  opportunity  for 
youth  to  experience  a  year  in  another 
country.  The  YSF  Funds  will  help  reduce 
the  cost  for  U.S.  students  to  participate 
in  the  program.  ICYE  encourages  partic¬ 
ipants  to  become  involved  as  volunteers 
in  the  communities  in  which  they  will 
live. 

Who  Are  Your 
YSF  Representatives? 

Each  year  many  projects  request 
funds  from  the  YSF  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  The  YSF  Committee,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  Conference  Council  on 
Youth  Ministry,  determines  which  of 
these  projects  will  receive  funds. 

The  YSF  Committee  is  made  up  of  two 
Conference  YSF  Co-Chairpersons,  one. 
YSF  representative  from  each  district; 
the  Conference  Youth  Coordinator  ancT 
one  District  Youth  Coordinator.  Thi£ 
committee  consists  of  11  youth  and  twa 
adults. 

The  youth  on  the  YSF  Committee  fori 

1986-87  are:,  _ : 

Conference  YSF  CoOhairpersons 
Joey  Wilbert  —  First  UMC,  Plaque^ 
mine 

Lenny  Roes  —  First  UMC,  Pineville 
Alexandria  District 
Lenny  Roes  —  First  UMC,  Pineville 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District 
Nina  Christiansen  —  St.  Andrew’s 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District 
Stephanie  Naquin  —  Church  of  the 
Covenant,  Lafayette 

Lake  Charles  District 
Lisa  Hazel  —  Warren  UMC,  Lake 
Charles 

Monroe  District 

Cathy  Huey  —  First  UMC,  Monroe 
New  Orleans/Houma  District 
Cliff  Corder  —  St.  Matthew’s  UMC, 
Metairie 

New  Orleans/Slidell  District 
(no  representative  selected) 

Ruston  District 
(no  representative  selected) 

Shreveport  District 
Karla  Conley  —  Christ  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port 


Lewis  Named  New  Coordinator 


Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  announces  the  addition  of 
Larry  Lewis  to  the  Conference  staff  in 
the  position  of  Coordinator  of  Children 
and  Youth  Ministries  effective  January 
1. 

Lewis  holds  a  B.A.  degree  in  Religion 
and  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Education.  He  has  served  as  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Education  at  the 
Community  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Circleville,  Ohio;  Director  of  Christian 
Education  for  the  Charleston  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Charleston,  Mo.;  and 
since  1982,  has  been  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  at  the  Gretna  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Gretna. 

In  this  position  as  Coordinator  of  Chil¬ 
dren  and  Youth  Ministries,  Lewis  will 
have  responsibility  for  coordinating  the 
events  of  these  two  groups  throughout 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  Probably  one 
of  the  most  significant  activities  that 
Lewis  will  be  involved  in  is  that  of  train¬ 
ing  and  resourcing  adult  leaders  and 
teams  at  the  various  Conference  levels. 
He  will  serve  as  the  advisory  person  of 
the  Conference  Youth  Team  and  will 
give  overall  direction  to  the  activities  of 
the  Youth  work  throughout  the  Confer¬ 
ence.  Lewis  will  also  serve  as  a  resource 
person  in  the  planning  and  promotion  of 


Larry  Lewis 


the  district  camps  and  the  camping  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Conference.  Lewis  will  be 
working  closely  with  the  Conference 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  will  serve  as 
liaison  person  to  the  Leadership  Devel¬ 
opment  Committee  of  that  Board. 

Lewis  will  be  training  children's  coor¬ 
dinators  in  their  area  of  responsibility  in 
the  local  church.  From  time  to  time, 
Lewis  will  be  conducting  workshops  on 
the  district  level  for  children  and  youth 
coordinators  enabling  them  to  be  better 
prepared  and  equipped  for  the  task  that 
they  have  in  the  districts  as  well  as  in  the, 
local  churches. 

Lewis  will  reside  in  Baton  Rouge  and 
his  office  will  be  located  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  headquarters  building  at  527  North 
Boulevard. 


Don't  be  left  behind  — 
mark  your  calendars  now 
for  camp!! 
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Ohe  Bishop's 
Corner 

‘Human  We  Are’ 


St.  Francis  DeSales  wrote,  “Do 
not  wish  to  be  anything  but  what  you 
are,  and  try  to  be  that  perfectly." 

That  is  my  understanding  of  the 
Book  of  Genesis,  and  of  the  Psalms, 
and  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus.  I  take 
that  quotation  to  mean  precisely 
what  the  Bible  means.  We  are  not 
created  divine.  We  are  divinely  cre¬ 
ated,  but  we  are  not  created  divine. 
We  may  be  a  "little  lower  than  the 
angels"  but  we  are  still  not  created 
to  be  angels.  We  are  born  to  do  great 
things  for  God,  and  for  the  world  in 
which  we  live,  but  we  should  not 
wish  to  be  anything  but  what  we  are. 
We  are  human  beings  only. 

However,  the  Bible  also  implores 
us  to  be  human  beings  as  perfectly 
as  possible.  We  are  to  strive  and  to 
reach  for  the  goal  of  being  the  best 


human  of  which  we  are  capable.  We 
are  to  seek  God’s  guidance,  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the 
way  of  Christ  for  the  achievement 
of  perfect  love. 

We  hear  from  some  directions 
about  how  sinful  we  are.  We  hear 
from  others  about  how  divine  we 
are,  but  the  biblical  truth  is  that  we 
are  made  by  God  to  be  human  be¬ 
ings  and  we  achieve  God’s  purpose 
of  our  lives  when  we  become  the 
best  humans  possible. 

I  often  say  of  a  person,  “He  or  she 
is  a  wonderful  human  being.”  That 
is  the  finest  compliment  and  one  for 
which  all  of  us  should  strive. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate  and  Carolyn 
Vaughn  were  married  on  Sunday,  March 
1,  1987.  All  pastors  and  their  wives  are 
invited  to  a  reception  honoring  the  cou¬ 
ple  on  Saturday,  March  21  at  Grand  River 
United  Methodist  Church  from  2:00-4:00 
p.m. 

*  *  * 

Sunday  morning,  March  22nd,  at  Lake- 
view  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  there  will  be  a  special  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service  to  observe  Beasley* 
Scholarship  Sunday.  At  that  time,  a  spe¬ 
cial  offering  will  be  received  to  perpetu¬ 
ate  the  scholarship  that  was  endowed  in 
the  name  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  L. 
Beasley.  Rev.  Beasley  was  the  first  pas¬ 
tor  at  Lakeview.  A  speaker  from  Cente¬ 
nary  College  is  planned  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  current  recipient  of  the  scholar¬ 
ship  will  also  be  present  at  the  morning 
worship  service.  Rev.  Doug  Cain  is  the 
!  pastor. 

Pecan  Island  United  Methodist 

Church  recently  held  their  Sweetheart 
Banquet  elections  to  elect  the  queen  for 
1987.  Due  to  a  tie  in  the  voting  count, 

|  there  are  two  queens  this  year.  Those 

elected  were  Tracy  Broussard  and  Nolia 
Winch.  The  two  were  awarded  their 
badges  and  welcomed  by  former  queens, 
Lynn  Bourque  and  Janet  Copell.  Rev.  Ed 
Dilworth  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

Rev.  Beverly  Sawyer  will  lead  a  one- 
day  workshop  on  “Writing  Prayers  for 
Public  and  Private  Devotion”  on  Mon¬ 
day,  April  16  at  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Southern  Methodist  University  in 
Dallas. 

The  Associate  Dean  of  Community 
Life  at  Perkins,  Rev.  Sawyer  has  pub¬ 
lished  both  prayers  and  poetry.  She  leads 
an  exploration  of  how  composing  pray¬ 
ers  that  apply  with  relevance  and  with 
feeling  can  feed  one's  personal  spiritual 
growth  as  well  as  helping  others  in  their 
growth. 

The  day’s  schedule  begins  at  9:00  a.m. 
and  continues  after  a  lunch  break  until 
3:30  p.m.  For  more  information  or  regis¬ 
tration,  call  Perkins  Continuing  Educa¬ 
tion,  (214)  692-2251. 

*  *  * 

The  Building  Committee  of  St.  Timo- 
thy-on-the-North-Shore,  Mandeville  will 
sponsor  a  church-wide  garage  sale  on 
Saturday,  March  28  from  9:00  a.m.  to 
2:00  p.m.  All  funds  raised  will  go  to  sup- 

Missions  Festival  Set 

The  district  event  of  the  year  in  the 
Lake  Charles  District  will  be  held  at 
Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church's  Family  Life  Center  in  Sulphur, 
on  Saturday,  April  4, 1987. 

"Festival  of  Missions  ’87”  is  a  "come 
and  go”  affair  with  booths,  slide  presen¬ 
tations,  food  and  lots  of  information  in 
celebration  of  United  Methodist  partici¬ 
pation  in  missions.  All  agencies  in  Loui¬ 
siana  have  been  invited  to  attend,  as  well 
as  all  local  churches.  They  are  asked  to 
tell  their  story  in  the  area  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries.  Stage  entertainment  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  every  half-hour. 

A  “money  tree”  to  benefit  the  new  Ko¬ 
rean  United  Methodist  Church  of  Lees- 
ville  will  give  attenders  a  chance  to  help 
a  very  worthy  project  in  our  own  back¬ 
yard! 

Please  mark  your  calendar  and  plan  to 
attend.  The  hours  for  the  festival  are 
11:00  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 


LIC  Says: 


Louisiana  Needs  More  Active, 
Responsible  Leaders,  Citizens 


The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
at  its  Annual  Assembly  in  Lafayette  this 
week  called  for  responsible  leadership 
and  action  on  the  part  of  both  govern¬ 
ment  and  citizens.  The  LIC  represents  21 
church  organizations  in  Louisiana.  The 
Assembly  heard  religious  and  civic  lead¬ 
ers  deplore  the  present  economic  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  state  and  the  lack  of  practical 
solutions  to  the  many  problems  which 
the  state  faces  in  agriculture,  education, 
and  the  environment  as  well  as  employ¬ 
ment  and  finances. 

In  the  keynote  talk  on  the  conference 
theme  "Basic  Values  for  a  Better  Louisi¬ 
ana,”  Bishop  Warren  L.  Boudreaux  of  the 
Catholic  Diocese  of  Houma-Thibodaux 
cited  Louisiana’s  great  potential  in  de¬ 
veloping  local  industires  in  seafood,  fur, 
lumber,  salt  and  other  minerals. 

“To  grasp  these  opportunities  effec¬ 
tively  calls  for  more  education  and  bet¬ 
ter  job  training,  but  we  seem  to  lack  the 
firm  commitment  to  education  which  is 
necessary  to  develop  our  potential,” 
Bishop  Boudreaux  pointed  out. 


port  the  building  of  the  new  sanctuary. 
Rev.  Eugene  Finnell  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  sponsored  an  Apprecia¬ 
tion  Service  on  February  27th,  for  Mrs. 
Mabel  F.  Stateman  as  minister  of  music 
for  41  years  at  this  historic  black  church. 
Tokens  of  appreciation,  including  letters 
and  telegrams  were  received  by  Mrs. 
$t,ateman  at  that  time.  Songs  were  ren- 
‘  aefea  by  all  choirs  of  the  church  and  a 
period  of  fellowship  was  held  in  the 
multi-purpose  building  for  well  over  100 
persons  who  attended  this  program.  Rev. 
Abraham  E.  Davis  is  the  pastor  of  First 
Street  and  Mrs.  Bessie  Preston  and  Dolo¬ 
res  T.  Stroughter  were  coordinators  of 
this  activity. 

Pastoral 

Training 

Offered 

An  advanced  course  in  Clinical  Pasto¬ 
ral  Training  entitled  “Clinical  Family 
Life  Assessment”  will  be  offered  for 
clergy  and  other  professional  persons  at 
Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital  begin¬ 
ning  Monday,  March  23,  1987  according 
to  Chaplain  Roland  K.  Friedrich,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Clinical  Pastoral  Training  pro¬ 
gram.  Students  can  earn  two  hours  of 
seminary  and/or  graduate  credit  with 
the  completion  of  this  course  as  well  as 
five  units  of  Continuing  Education  Cred¬ 
it.  Completion  of  this  specific  course  will 
also  fulfill  partial  curriculum  require¬ 
ments  for  Clinical  Membership  in  the 
American  Association  for  Marriage  and 
Family  Therapy. 

Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is  on  the 
Chaplaincy  staff  at  Central  as  Seminary 
Consultant  and  who  is  a  certified  Super¬ 
visor  in  marriage  and  family  therapy, 
will  participate  in  some  of  the  seminars. 
Emphasis  will  be  made  on  the  under¬ 
standing  of  family  systems  and  the  abili¬ 
ty  to  identify  power  patterns  in  the 
different  family  life  styles.  The  study  of 
basic  family  styles  and  the  opportunity 
to  observe  and  work  with  different  types 
of  families  in  the  clinical  setting  will 
help  to  provide  the  minister  with  skills  in 
making  family  assessment  and  effecting 
therapeutic  change  in  families  when  this 
is  needed.  In  addition  to  lectures  on  fam¬ 
ily  life  assessment,  opportunity  will  be 
provided  the  student  to  participate  in 
staff  conferences,  various  therapy  ses¬ 
sions,  patient  visitation,  counseling  eval¬ 
uation  all  under  the  guidance  and 
supervision  of  the  professor,  clinical  su¬ 
pervisor,  staff  psychiatrists,  and  other 
hospital  teaching  personnel. 

The  primary  objectives  of  the  course 
will  be;  (1)  to  introduce  the  student  to  a 
study  of  clinical  family  life  assessment; 
(2)  to  enable  students  to  identify  and  ana¬ 
lyze  family  systems  and  to  differentiate 
the  special  characteristics  of  each  of  the 
different  systems;  (3)  to  recognize  the  in¬ 
dividual  power  patterns  and  learn  proce¬ 
dures  and  therapeutic  techniques  for 
guiding  each  system;  and  (4)  to  provide 
opportunity  for  interpersonal  learning 
through  a  close  supervision  with  a  clini¬ 
cal  chaplian  supervisor  and  peer  group 
interaction  and  evaluation. 

Interested  persons  may  call  Chaplain 
Friedrich  at  Central  Hospital,  (318)  484- 
6362. 


With  a  gift  of  $18,525,  the  Aliena  Long¬ 
fellow  Memorial  Endowed  Scholarship 
has  been  established  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  by  the  Wynn  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  scholarship,  which  will  be  award¬ 
ed  for  the  first  time  in  the  spring  of  1988, 
will  be  designated  for  a  student  in  the 
Church  Careers  Program  at  Centenary. 
The  scholarship  memorializes  Mrs. 
Longfellow,  an  English  professor  at 
LSU-S  for  many  years.  Her  husband,  the 
Rev.  Harold  Longfellow,  was  pastor  at 
Wynn  Memorial  for  many  years  and  is 
now  pastor  of  three  churches  in  Epps, 
La. 

J.  R.  Britton,  chairman  of  the  adminis¬ 
trative  board  at  Wynn  Memorial,  ex¬ 
pressed  the  wish  of  his  congregation  that 


this  scholarship  help  young  people  re¬ 
ceive  an  education  and  work  in  the 
church. 

There  are  approximately  47  church- 
related  scholarships  at  Centenary,  where 
over  65  percent  of  the  students  receive 
merit-or  need-based  financial  aid.  Many 
of  the  scholarships  memorialize  or  honor 
someone;  several  bear  the  name  of  a 
Sunday  School  Class  or  other  special 
group. 

For  more  information  on  establishing 
scholarships  at  Centenary,  please  con¬ 
tact  Joe  Simon,  director  of  scholarship 
development,  or  Mark  Simmons,  direc¬ 
tor  of  church  relations.  Mary  Sue  Rix  is 
director  of  financial  aid  and  may  be  con¬ 
tacted  for  information  regarding  dis¬ 
bursement  of  scholarship  funds. 


3rd  Annual  La.  Conference 

ALL-CLERGY  GOLF  TOURNEY! 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  7 


HERE  WE  GO  AGAIN!  THIS  TIME  AT 
ALEXANDRIA  COUNTRY  CLUB,  ALEXAN¬ 
DRIA.  EVENING  AWARDS  BANQUET 
FOLLOWS  IN  CLUBHOUSE  BALLROOM. 


’Fellowship 

'Food 


’Competition  .  Prizes 
&  Awards  For  Every 
Skill  Level. 


Tuesday,  April  7 

Tee  Times  are  between  noon  and  1:15  ALL  players  MUST  be  pre¬ 
sent  at  noon.  Each  4-some  will  be  made  of  A,  B,  C  &  D  players 
Banquet  at  6:30  p.m. 

Alexandria  Country  Club  is  on  U.S.  165,  7 
miles  south  of  last  traffic  circle  in  Alexan¬ 
dria. 

COST?  $35  per  player.  Spouses  are  Invited  to  eat 
Tuesday  evening,  S12.90. 


WHERE? 


Registration  Form 


Name  _ 
Address  . 
City _ 


.  State. 


Zip 


Church  . 


.  UMC  Phone  (  )_ 


Handicap  (or  last  3  scores) _ 

(If  no  skill  level  is  noted,  you  will  be  placed  in  championship  category.) 


MARCH  20,  1987 


Bishop  Willis  Henton,  Episcopal  bish¬ 
op  in  Western  Louisiana,  retiring  LIC 
president,  was  principal  speaker  at  an 
ecumenical  worship  service  at  St.  John’s 
Cathedral.  Choral  music  was  presented 
by  the  combined  choirs  of  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  and  St.  John’s  Cathe- 
jdral. 

Also  at  this  time,  Bishop  Henton  in¬ 
stalled  Dr.  Francis  Williams,  Amite,  as 
new  president  of  the  LIC.  Dr.  Williams 
heads  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
}Zion  Church  in  Louisiana. 

Summarizing  the  two-day  meeting,  the 
;Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  LIC,  said,  "The  LIC  chose  the 
theme  ‘Basic  Values  for  a  Better  Louisi¬ 
ana,’  because  we  feel  our  basic  problems 
are  not  only  in  the  economy  and  educa¬ 
tion,  but  in  what  we  value,  what  we  con¬ 
sider  to  be  important  and  of  significance. 
We  think  the  values  of  responsibility  and 
integrity  which  are  a  part  of  our  Judeo- 
I  Christian  heritage  are  essential  to  our 
;  working  through  our  problems.” 


Water  from  a  vast  underground  sea  is  pumped  to  the  surface  to  nurture  tree 
seedlings  in  Senegal  and  Mauritania.  The  seedlings  will  be  cultivated  as 
windbreaks  to  hold  the  valuable  soil  and  protect  crops.  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  Program  Department  is  one  of  the  sponsors  of 
this  rehabilitation  program.  Gifts  to  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering 
make  such  lifesaving  programs  possible.  Support  this  special  day  offering 
March  29,  1987.  photo  by  ronny  perry 

March  29 

Louisiana  Churches  to  Observe 
‘One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing’ 

Churches  in  Louisiana  will  be  ob¬ 
serving  Sunday,  March  29  as  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  using  the 
theme,  "And  the  leaves  of  the  tree 
shall  be  for  the  healing  of  the  peo¬ 
ples.” 

The  theme,  based  on  a  paraphrase 
of  Revelation  22:2b,  emphasizes  that 
gifts  to  the  special  offering  plant 
seeds  of  hope  for  persons  in  need 
around  the  world. 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  ob¬ 
served  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  Lent, 
is  one  of  the  five  churchwide  special 
days  with  offering  approved  by  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

The  offering  is  a  major  source  of 
support  for  the  work  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM¬ 
COR)  Program  Department  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

UMCOR  provides  immediate  relief 
following  disasters,  refugee  resettle¬ 
ment  and  long-term  rehabilitation  af¬ 
ter  natural  catastrophes  and  famine, 
and  funds  projects  to  counter  the  root 
causes  of  hunger. 

“The  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  of¬ 
fering  provides  the  foundation  for 
UMCOR’s  ministry,”  say  Norma  J. 

Kehrberg,  associated  general  secre¬ 
tary,  UMCOR,  New  York.  She  de- 


Tbc  Four  R'fc 

•  Relief 

•  Rehabilitation 

•  Refugee  resettlement 

•  Root  causes  of  hunger 


scribed  the  offering  as  “the  glue  that 
enables  and  sustains  the  complex  net¬ 
work”  . . .  that  “serves  as  a  response 
mechanism  for  UMCOR  in  disaster 
relief,  assistance  for  refugees  and  dis¬ 
placed  persons,  and  programs  which 
work  toward  the  alleviation  of  world 
hunger  and  poverty." 

Gifts  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
offering  plant  seeds  of  hope  for  needy 
persons  in  80  countries  of  the  world. 
They  give  hope  to  the  hurt,  the 
hungry,  the  dispossessed,  and  the  op¬ 
pressed. 

For  further  information  about  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  contact  Bar¬ 
bara  Dunlap-Berg,  (615)  742-5489.  For 
additional  details  about  UMCOR,  call 
(212)  870-3812. 


Pictured  at  the  recent  meeting  of  LIC  are  (1  to  r)  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  executive 
director  of  the  LIC;  Bishop  Wayne  Boudreaux,  keynote  speaker  and  bishop  of  the 
Catholic  Diocese  of  Houma-Thibodaux;  Dr.  Francis  Williams  of  the  African  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Zion  Church  and  new  president  of  LIC:  and  Bishop  William  Henton  of 
the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Western  Louisiana  and  outgoing  president  of  the  LIC. 

Wynn  UMC  Establishes  Scholarship 


A  work  team,  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  Program  Department,  rehabilitates  a  house  severely  damaged  in 
the  November  1985  West  Virginia  flood.  Gifts  to  the  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  offering  make  this  help  available  whenever  and  wherever  disaster 
strikes.  photo  by  ronny  perry 

Expo  Will  Show  Methodist 
and  Education  Connection 

United  Methodism  in  Louisiana  will  be 
represented  at  the  first  Education  Expo 
at  the  Centroplex  in  Baton  Rouge  on 
April  4-5.  The  event  is  being  sponsored 
by  C.H.I.P.S.  (Coalition  Helping  Public 
Schools). 

The  United  Methodist  booth  will  fea¬ 
ture  information  about  Dillard  Universi¬ 
ty,  Centenary  College  and  the  Wesley 
Foundations  throughout  the  state,  as 
well  as  provide  information  about  some 
of  the  educational  projects  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence.  It  will  provide  an  opportunity  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference  to  "spread  the 
word”  about  our  efforts  in  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Campus  Ministry. 

The  hours  for  the  Expo  are  9:00  a.m.  to 
4:00  p.m.  on  Saturday,  April  4,  and  1:00 
p.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  on  Sunday,  April  5. 
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It  was  organized  to  focus  attention 
upon  the  importance  of  education  and  is 
open  to  the  public.  During  the  Expo, 
there  will  be  seminars  on  such  topics  as 
“Storytelling,”  Health  Care  for  Kids,” 
How  to  Help  Your  Child  Excell  in  Rea- 
ding/Writing/MathScience,”  and  “Drugs 
and  Peer  Pressure." 


Noel  Church  Tests  Resource  Prototype 


Noel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  was  one  of  26  churches  na¬ 
tionwide  involved  in  testing  prototype 
resource  for  a  new  United  Methodist  cur¬ 
riculum  study  available  next  year. 

A  resource  prototype  from  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  Curriculum  Resources  Commit¬ 
tee  was  tested  at  the  church  in  early 
January.  The  prototype  was  of  a  re¬ 
source  intended  for  use  with  sixth  grad¬ 
ers  through  junior  highs.  Tentatively 
titled  "We  Are  United  Methodists,”  the 
study  will  have  resources  for  five  age 
groups  and  will  first  be  used  in  the 
spring  of  1988. 

Using  writers  from  churches  across 

Death 

Rev.  James  Austin  Jones,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  died  on  March  5, 1987. 
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the  country,  editors  from  the  Curriculum 
Resources  Committee  staff,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  develop  resources. 
Resources  are  published  by  Graded 
Press  and  distributed  by  Cokesbury,  both 
units  of  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House. 

Bossier  EUMC 
Plans  Revival 

The  beginning  of  spring  is  bringing 
two  exciting  activities  to  the  members 
and  friends  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bossier  City. 

On  Sunday,  March  29,  the  church’s 
spring  revival  will  begin  with  a  Home¬ 
coming  celebration.  All  former  pastors 
and  associate  pastors  have  been  invited 
to  return  to  First  Church  for  a  special 
time  of  reunion  and  fellowship.  Sunday 
School  will  begin  at  9.00  a.m.  and  the 
Homecoming  service  will  follow  at  10:45 
a.m. 

Later  that  same  day  at  7:00  p.m.,  Rev. 
John  Scarf  from  North  Highlands  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  has  been 
invited  to  be  the  guest  preacher  for  the 
revival  services  and  Rev.  Roger  Shue- 
mate  from  Temple  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Port  Allen  will  lead  the  sing¬ 
ing.  Revival  services  are  also  scheduled 
on  March  30-April  1  with  half-hour  noon 
devotions  at  12:15  p.m.  and  evening  ser¬ 
vices  at  7:00  p.m.  each  day. 
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Editorial  « 


Here  I  Stand 


How  can  adults  best  pass  faith  on  to  youth?  Why  such  reactions  to  Good  News? 


Do  young  people  have  advice  that 
would  be  helpful  to  those  of  us  who  want 
to  help  them  experience  the  Christian 
faith  in  a  vital  way? 

We  could  not  help  pondering  that  ques¬ 
tion  as  we  read  about  a  “bold  new  thrust 
in  youth  ministries"  recently  adopted  by 
a  general  agency  of  our  church  (see 
UMR,  March  6). 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
adopted  a  “vision  statement"  about  the 
role  of  teen-agers  in  the  church.  The 
statement  includes  the  following  remind¬ 
er  to  adults  of  their  responsibility  to  pass 
the  Christian  faith  on  to  young  people: 

“Youth  are  integrated  into  the  body  of 
Christ  and  sense  their  place  in  the  larger 
global  church  by  relating  to  adults  who 
have  authentic  faith,  who  are  growing  in 
that  faith,  who  care,  who  study  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  whose  skills  are  both  developed 
and  developing,  and  who  serve  faithfully 
in  their  communities.” 

We  doubt  that  anyone  would  seriously 
disagree  with  those  words.  They  state  in 
general  terms  what  many  have  been  say¬ 
ing  for  a  long  time:  that  young  people  typi¬ 
cally  “catch"  the  faith  from  adults  and 
peers  who  provide  authentic,  dynamic 
models  of  the  Christian  life.  That  coincides 
with  the  way  Jesus  Himself  attracted  fol¬ 
lowers — through  His  own  compelling  life 
and  witness  to  the  living  God. 

But  the  Discipleship  board’s  statement 
offers  little  concrete  guidance  about  how 
adults  in  the  church  can  relate  effective¬ 
ly  to  young  people,  many  of  whom  are 
“turned  off”  by  efforts  to  include  them  in 
the  life  of  the  church. 

Also  missing  is  any  indication  that 
young  people  were  consulted  about  their 
views  on  what  might  be  done  to  “turn 
them  on”  to  the  Christian  message. 

We  believe  that’s  an  unfortunate  omis¬ 
sion. 

The  masses  of  young  people  who  want 
and  need  the  kind  of  purpose  and  mean¬ 
ing  the  Christian  faith  offers  confirm  the 
wisdom  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
:  ship’s  new  emphasis. 

But  who  better  than  young  people 
themselves— both  those  who  have  found 
a  place  in  the  community  of  faith  and 
those  who  are  still  searching— to  suggest 
how  the  church  might  relate  to  them 
more  effectively? 

We  at  the  Reporter  invite  young  peo¬ 
ple  across  the  church  to  offer  such  sug¬ 
gestions. 

Specifically,  we  invite  youth  ages  22 
and  under  to  write  brief  essays  (a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  one  typed,  double-spaced  page 
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“Youth  are  integrated  into  the  body  of  Christ  and  sense  their  place  in  the 
larger  global  church  by  relating  to  adults  who  have  authentic  faith,”  a 
statement  from  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  says.  But  what  kinds  of 
spiritual  guidance  do  young  people  want  from  adults?  How  can  adults  best 
help  teen-agers  learn  about  the  Christian  faith?  Young  people  need  to  help 
answer  those  questions. 


or  two  pages  if  neatly  handwritten)  of¬ 
fering  their  visions  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  the  church’s  ministry  to  youth. 
The  essays  can  take  a  variety  of  forms. 
For  example,  they  might  describe  a  sig¬ 
nificant  person,  event  or  program  that 
was  especially  helpful  in  the  writer’s 
personal  decision  to  follow  Christ. 

Or  essays  could  offer  "wishes”  — 
things  writers  would  like  to  see  take 
place  in  the  church— that  would  promote 
young  people’s  sense  of  belonging  in  the 
community  of  faith. 

We  will  publish  a  group  of  the  best  es¬ 
says  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Reporter. 


The  essays  will  be  divided  according  to 
age:  junior  high,  senior  high  and  college. 
They  will  be  evaluated  in  terms  of  origi¬ 
nality,  clarity  and  helpfulness  to  those 
involved  in  the  church’s  ministry  to 
youth. 

Each  person  whose  essay  is  published 
will  receive  an  attractive  “People  Pin.” 
It  symbolizes  our  church’s  oneness  in  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  in  the  midst  our  racial  and 
ethnic  diversity. 

Essays  should  be  sent  to  Youth,  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275,  and 
postmarked  no  later  than  April  3. 


UM  actions  make  pride  difficult 


To  the  Editor: 

One  recent  letter  writer  urged  us  all  to 
be  proud  to  be  United  Methodists. 

In  every  issue  of  the  Reporter  since 
then,  there  has  been  something  that  has 
forced  me  to  think:  “How  can  I  be  proud 
of  being  a  United  Methodist  when  we  act 
in  such  asinine  ways?” 

Just  about  every  issue  of  the  Reporter 
mentions  “inclusive  language.”  Christ 
has  never  excluded  me.  I  do  not  need  lan¬ 
guage  to  make  me  feel  included. 

The  Bible  and  history  agree  that 
Christ  was  a  man,  and  he  called  God  “fa¬ 
ther.”  Isn’t  this  sufficient  for  us? 

The  specific  items  that  made  me  write 
this  time  deal  with  the  hymnal  revision 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  20).  The  proposed  changes 
in  well-known  hymns— the  ones  in  our 
memory  bank — are  slightly  asinine. 

The  words  proposed  make  the  lines 
sound  awkward,  and  some  of  them  are 
less  singable.  I  keep  thinking:  Are  we  real¬ 
ly  so  ignorant  that  we  don’t  know  when 
“man”  means  mankind,  not  male?  Don’t 
we  know  that  the  word  “brotherhood”  em¬ 
braces  us  all,  male  and  female? 

I  find  it  difficult  to  be  proud  to  be  a 
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United  Methodist  when  my  church  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  nitpicking,  and  other  Christians 
are  laughing  at  us  (not  to  mention  the 
non-Christians). 

Things  are  not  all  bad,  though,  and 
some  day  I  might  record  the  positive 
side  as  I  see  it. 

Juta  Beauchamp 
Westerly,  Rhode  Island 

Church  should  take  stand 

To  the  Editor 

Since  the  late  1950s,  Southern  Method¬ 
ist  University’s  athletic  program  has  re¬ 
ceived  more  National  Collegiate  Athletic 
Association  penalties  than  any  other  in 
the  United  States. 

Even  the  present  governor  of  Texas 
has  admitted  taking  part  in  decisions 
that  continued  the  illegal  and  unethical 
payments  to  student  athletes. 

I  am  ashamed  that  a  United  Methodist 
institution  can  be  so  guilty  and  unrepen¬ 
tant  of  such  unethical  behavior  over  such 
a  long  period  of  time. 

If  SMU  does  not  permanently  drop  its 
football  program,  then  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  ought  to  withdraw  support 
of  the  university.  Enough  is  enough. 

It  is  time  for  the  church  to  take  a 
stand.  The  whole  church  will  suffer  if 
some  decisive  action  is  not  taken  soon. 

Richard  E.  Jackson 
Bandera,  Texas 

SMU  situation  defies  logic 

To  the  Editor: 

We  United  Methodists  have  created 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from 
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be  original  and  must  cany  the  signa¬ 
ture  and  address  of  the  author. 
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By  GEORGE  HUNTER  III 

A  young  clergyman  was  trying  to 
make  sense  of  his  denomination,  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  It  wasn’t  easy. 
He  had  long  ago  realized  that. 

Just  as  the  dynamics  of  Washington 
are  more  complex  than  its  ninth  grade 
civics  model,  so  do  the  UMC’s  dynamics 
reach  far  beyond  the  Book  of  Discipline! 

After  three  years  in  the  ministry,  he 
was  still  trying  to  figure  out  how  (or  if) 
the  "system”  really  works. 

One  day  he  approached  a  neighboring 
senior  pastor— who’d  been  to  General 
Conference,  served  on  a  general  board 
staff,  weathered  a  season  of  disillusion¬ 
ment  and  found  again  his  soul  and  happi¬ 
ness  in  local-church  leadership. 

Colleagues  in  the  annual  conference 
spoke  of  him  with  awe.  He  actually  un¬ 
derstood  the  United  Methodist  Church! 

From  a  well  of  wisdom,  he  sometimes 
answered  complex  questions  in  a  minute 
or  less!  So  the  conference  legend  named 
him  “The  One  Minute  Analyst.” 

Analyst  questioned 

In  the  senior  pastor’s  study,  the  young 
pastor  came  to  the  point: 

“I’m  trying  to  make  sense  of  our 
church.” 

“I’m  not  surprised,”  the  One  Minute  An¬ 
alyst  replied.  “So  is  most  everyone  else, 
except  those  who  have  graduated  to  higher 
inquiries.  What  is  confusing  you  lately?” 

“Well,”  the  young  man  said,  “I’m  try¬ 
ing  to  understand  statements  by  Bishops 
[James]  Ault  and  [Joseph]  Yeakel  in  a 
United  Methodist  Reporter  article  this 
week.  A  Good  News  meeting  had  ex¬ 
pressed  ‘no  confidence’  in  some  staff  ex¬ 
ecutives  at  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  because  of  the  board’s  alleged 
‘Great  Omission’  of  the  evangelistic  part 
of  ‘holistic’  mission.  Ault  cried  foul,  say¬ 
ing  that  because  the  board  has  someone 
from  every  conference,  a  challenge  to  a 
Global  Ministries  executive  or  policy  is 
an  attack  upon  the  ‘whole  church.’  Now, 
I  just  did  not  know  that.” 

The  senior  colleague  responded  like 
Socrates  of  old:  “Tell  me,  if  you  publicly 


express  ‘no  confidence’  in  some  govern¬ 
ment  policies  or  officials,  is  that  an  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  nation  or  the  people  who 
elected  them  or  their  mothers-in-law?” 

“I  wouldn’t  think  so.” 

“When  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  attacked 
the  personnel  poli¬ 
cies  of  some  boards, 
did  any  bishop  call  it 
an  attack  upon  the 
‘whole  church’?” 

“Not  that  I  recall.” 

“When  the  Hispan¬ 
ic  caucus  rebuked  I 
the  General  Board  of  George  Hunter 
Discipleship  for  being  unfair  to  Hispan- 
ics  or  when  the  National  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries  Organization  charged  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  with  being  insensitive  to 
youth  concerns,  or  when  the  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  challenged  the  hymnal  commit¬ 
tee,  did  any  bishop  call  it  an  attack  upon 
the  ‘whole  church’?” 

“No.” 

“When  Global  Ministries’  own  support 
employees  sued  the  board  for  alleged  in¬ 
justices,  did  any  bishop  call  that  an  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  whole  church?” 

“No  one.” 

“When  Bishop  [Richard]  Wilke  charged 
that  virtually  the  whole  UMC  was  ne¬ 
glecting  its  evangelistic  mandate,  did 
any  bishop  complain  about  an  ‘attack’ 
upon  the  whole  church?” 

“No,  but  some  are  stonewalling  and 
foot  dragging,  playing  business  as  usual.” 

What’s  the  pattern? 

“Now  you  are  thinking!”  exclaimed 
the  One  Minute  Analyst.  “What  else  are 
you  noticing?” 

“Well,  Bishop  Yeakel  apparently  misun¬ 
derstood  one  Good  News  comment— that 
if  some  individuals  or  congregations  with¬ 
held  some  funds  as  an  act  of  conscience, 
Good  News  would  support  them.  Bishop 
Yeakel  labeled  the  announcement  an  ‘in¬ 
discriminate  boycott,’  but  it  looked  quite 
discriminate  to  me!  Also,  Bishop  Yeakel 


said  that  some  of  Good  News’  apparent 
concerns  should  be  debated  only  in  the 
General  Conference.  But  don’t  we  debate 
everything  outside  General  Conference? 
Isn’t  that  how  the  church  prepares  for 
General  Conference?  I  can’t  recall  any¬ 
thing  that  was  ever  debated  for  the  first 
time  at  General  Conference.  Can  you?” 

“Nope,  and  the  debates  that  do  make 
the  General  Conference  floor  are  any¬ 
thing  but  free  and  uncontrolled.  Such 
matters  would  not  be  freely  discussed  in 
that  forum  most  of  all.” 

“Why  not?”  the  younger  pastor  in¬ 
quired. 

“Folks  in  charge  do  not  want  them  dis¬ 
cussed.  You  are  observing  the  ecclesias¬ 
tical  equivalent  of  ‘My  country,  right  or 
wrong,  love  it  or  leave  it.’  But  where  is 
this  leading  you?  What  conclusions  are 
you  reaching?” 

Direction  disturbing 

The  young  man  hesitated  for  some 
minutes,  and  then  confessed: 

“I  am  uncomfortable  with  where  this  is 
going.  But  I  observe  the  good  bishops  re¬ 
sisting  the  real  issues.  Their  comments 
are  red  herrings,  blue  smoke,  and  ad  ho- 
minuni  attacks.  They  unveil  a  strange  se¬ 
lective  ‘pluralism’  in  the  church 
establishment— in  which  everyone  has 
freedom  of  speech  except  evangelicals, 
every  school  of  thought  is  OK  except  tra¬ 
ditional  Methodism  and  every  coalition 
has  a  role  in  Methodism’s  ‘holistic’  mis¬ 
sion  except  those  who  would  continue 
Wesleyan  Christianity’s  classical  mission. 
I  even  fear  that  evangelicals  are  a  dis¬ 
counted,  marginalized,  if  not  oppressed, 
minority  in  the  church,  and  ‘pluralism’ 
has  been  slaughtered  by  its  creators.” 

The  One  Minute  Analyst  smiled  and 
said,  “That  may  indeed  be  the  message, 
but  I  hope  not.” 

The  Rev.  George  Hunter,  a  ministerial 
member  of  the  Florida  Annual  Conference, 
is  dean  of  the  E.  Stanley  Jones  School  of 
World  Mission  &  Evangelism  at  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary.  Wilmore,  Ky. 


Good  News  tactics  must  be  questioned 


and  accumulated  problems  far  in  excess 
of  logic. 

Trustees  of  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  are  calling  for  the  bishops  of  our 
UMC  to  come  in  and  “sort  out  the  truth.” 

SMU  Student  Council  threatens  SMU 
trustees  with  litigation.  Some  of  the 
trustees  say  “they  knew”  about  continu¬ 
ing  illegal  payments  to  athletes.  Others 
say  they  didn’t. 

The  University  Senate,  an  arm  of  the 
UMC,  is  investigating  to  see  if  SMU 
should  continue  to  be  listed  as  a  UMC 
university. 

What  and  who  is  next? 

Lord  knows,  we’re  already  in  devastat¬ 
ing  trouble  with  the  man  upstairs!  We 
have  lost  more  than  2  million  members 
since  we  reorganized  in  1968  and  declared 
ourselves,  “The  United  Methodist  Church.” 

While  all  of  the  above  is  sufficient  to 
make  a  grown  man  cry,  I  can  still  pray¬ 
erfully  overcome.  It’s  just  when  I  am  re¬ 
minded  that  Oral  Roberts  is  Methodist 
too  that  I  consider  joining  the  2  million! 

Harry  A.  Noah 
Arlington,  Texas 


By  PERRY  WHITE 

The  tactics  of  the  Good  News  caucus  are 
forcing  a  serious  look  at  what  is  being  at¬ 
tempted. 

The  caucus’  publicly  stated  goals  must 
be  questioned.  I  am  convinced  members 
of  the  caucus  are  feverishly  working  to 
establish  another  Methodist  denomina¬ 
tion. 

We  applaud  when¬ 
ever  there  is  a  re¬ 
union  of  elements  of 
Christianity’s  terri¬ 
bly  fractured  scene. 

We  nodded  in  ap¬ 
proval  during  recent 
years  when  elements 
within  both  the  Meth-  Perry  White 
odist  and  Presbyterian  faiths  got  back 
together  again.  We  look  with  favor  on  ef¬ 
forts  of  three  divisions  of  Lutherans  to 
regroup  into  a  single  organization. 

It  is  fun  and  heartening  to  speculate 
over  dialogue  between  Roman  Catholics, 
Lutherans,  Methodists,  Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians,  Eastern  Orthodox  and 
others  that  is  aimed  at  bringing  those 
groups  closer  together. 

Fracturing  continues 

To  keep  ourselves  within  the  world  of 
reality,  however,  we  must  acknowledge 
that  the  fracturing  of  the  Christian  world 
is  continuing— even  in  the  midst  of  re¬ 
union. 

Some  congregations,  or  groups  of  con¬ 
gregations,  are  not  going  along  with  re¬ 
union  plans  within  their  particular  faith 
group  and  are  pulling  out  of  former  asso¬ 
ciations. 

Some  groups,  or  denominations,  are 
not  joining  in  dialogues  over  potential  re¬ 
union,  deciding  ahead  of  time  that  they 
don’t  even  want  to  talk  about  it. 

Irate  groups  within  present  denomina¬ 
tions  are  setting  themselves  outside  the 
normal  organizational  system  in  ways 
quite  similar  to  how  new  denominations 
have  been  started  in  Christendom’s  history. 

Some  of  these  groups  seem  to  have  le¬ 


gitimate  complaints,  or  see  goals  they 
would  like  to  pursue,  that  they  have  be¬ 
come  convinced  cannot  be  pursued  with¬ 
in  their  traditional  association. 

Frankly,  some  dissident  groups  have 
been  formed  purely  out  of  growing  fol¬ 
lowings  of  charismatic  egomaniacs  who 
want  to  see  their  names  go  down  in  histo¬ 
ry  as  the  founder  of  this  or  that  particu¬ 
lar  movement  or  faith. 

We  must  be  careful  in  all  this  constant 
changing  of  loyalties  that  we  do  not  short- 
circuit  Christ’s  teachings  and  mislead  our¬ 
selves  and  others  into  following  man-born 
ideologies,  fantasies  and  egoists. 

Selfishly,  each  of  us  would  like  to  have 
our  own  little  world  in  which  we  control 
everything. 

Is  Christ  divided? 

Paul,  in  admonishing  the  church  at 
Corinth,  said,  “For  it  has  been  reported 
to  me  by  Chloe’s  people  that  there  is 
quarreling  among  you,  my  brethren. 
What  I  mean  is  that  each  one  of  you  says, 
‘I  belong  to  Paul,’  or  ‘I  belong  to  Apol- 
los,’  or  ‘I  belong  to  Cephas,’  or  ‘I  belong 
to  Christ.’  Is  Christ  divided?” 

John  Wesley  tended  to  ignore  the  little 
differences  in  people’s  faith  experience. 


All  he  asked  was  if  they  believed  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

“It  is  enough,”  he  said. 

As  United  Methodists  we  need  to  ex¬ 
amine  carefully  what  it  is  that  those  who 
have  set  themselves  outside  the  church 
organization  as  the  Good  News  caucus 
are  saying. 

Unable  or  unwilling  to  change  from 
within  what  they  would  like  to  change  in 
the  way  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  being  operated,  the  Good 
News  caucus  is  now  demanding  that  the 
entire  board  resign.  Apparently  the  Good 
News  people  have  decided  the  board  is 
now  beyond  redemption. 

The  tactics,  the  timing  and  the  careful 
organization  of  the  Good  News  caucus 
appear  suspiciously  ominous  as  an  effort 
to  simply  pull  out  as  an  organized  unit. 

I  am  convinced  that  members  of  the 
caucus  do  not  want  change.  They  want 
out,  and  they  want  to  take  as  many  with 
them  as  they  can. 

I  would  offer  this  prayer:  “Oh,  God, 
deliver  us  from  being  caught  up  with  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  only  one  part  of  the  body  of 
Christ  so  that  we  forget  Christ.  Amen.” 

Perry  White  is  a  member  of  St.  Luke's 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Oklahoma 
City  (Oklahoma  Annual  Conference). 


My  Witness 


Caring  for  terminally  ill  patient  helps 
prepare  youngsters  to  deal  with  death 


By  JEAN  FLICK 

Talking  about  death  and  dying  is  not 
something  most  of  us  are  anxious  to  do. 
In  fact,  it  seems  to  be  a  topic  we  would 
generally  prefer  to  avoid— especially 
when  it  comes  to  answering  the  ques¬ 
tions  of  our  children. 

Through  my  work  as  a  hospice  staff 
nurse,  I  was  able  to  witness  a  marvelous 
ministry  undertaken  by  a  class  of  third 
and  fourth  graders  at  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sherman,  Texas. 

This  ministry  of  love  and  learning  was 
led  by  their  teacher,  Joan  Douglas,  who 
described  the  experience  as  “the  high¬ 
light  of  our  Sunday  school  year.”  While 
studying  Matthew  25,  Joan  asked  her 
class  if  they  would  like  to  offer  a  minis¬ 
try  of  love  and  caring  to  a  homebound, 
terminally  ill  person.  The  class  respond¬ 
ed  with  unanimous  enthusiasm. 

With  the  help  of  Home  Hospice  of 
Grayson  County,  Texas,  a  family  was  se¬ 
lected:  a  woman  suffering  from  terminal 
cancer  and  her  husband.  They  had  no 
children  of  their  own. 

After  obtaining  permission  from  this 
family,  class  members  made  their  plans. 
An  appropriate  time  to  begin  their  min¬ 
istry  of  love  seemed  to  be  Valentine’s 
Day. 


The  class  made  Valentine  cards  to  de¬ 
liver  and  decided  on  other  gifts,  includ¬ 
ing  a  song,  fruit  basket  and  pretzel  tree. 

As  the  time  for  the  visit  drew  nearer, 
the  children  began  to  be  slightly  more 
hesitant— and  the  questions  started: 
“What  will  she  look  like?”  . . .  “What’s 
wrong  with  her?” 

The  day  arrived.  Six  children  and  Joan 
made  the  visit— offering  gifts  of  love  and 
comfort:  singing  “Love,  Love,  Love”  and 
explaining  the  symbolism  of  pretzels  as 
praying  hands.  A  joyful  experience  was 
shared  by  everyone  in  that  home  that 
day. 

As  the  weeks  went  by  following  their 
visit,  Joan  gave  the  class  updated  re¬ 
ports  on  Mrs.  H.'s  condition.  The  class 
planned  an  Easter  gift  and  visit,  but  be¬ 
cause  of  changes  in  her  condition,  their 
gift  had  to  be  delivered  by  the  hospice 
nurse. 

A  beautiful  thank  you  note  was  dictat¬ 
ed  by  Mrs.  H.,  helping  the  class  to  see 
how  valuable  their  ministry  of  love  was 
to  this  family. 

But  the  story  doesn’t  end  here.  At  the 
time  of  Mrs.  H.’s  death,  Joan  notified  her 
students  and  invited  them  to  attend  the 
viewing  with  her  if  they  wished.  And 
they  all  wanted  to. 


Before  attending,  Joan  spent  time  pre¬ 
paring  them  for  what  they  would  see  and 
experience  at  the  funeral  home.  Two  of 
the  children  had  never  before  attended  a 
funeral. 

At  the  funeral  home,  the  children 
again  had  a  multitude  of  questions:  “Why 
does  she  have  on  makeup?” . . .  “Does  she 
still  have  legs?” 

These  children  were  given  a  marvel¬ 
ous  opportunity  to  learn  about  death  as  a 
natural  part  of  life  in  a  loving,  Christian 
atmosphere.  What  a  wonderful  chance  to 
share  Christian  beliefs  about  life  and 
death:  both  gifts  from  God. 

Perhaps  this  “ministry  of  love”  may 
also  help  these  children  begin  to  prepare 
for  the  time  when  they  must  deal  with 
the  death  of  someone  in  their  own  fam¬ 
ily.  The  blessings  from  this  experience 
were  manifold! 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Jean  Flick  is  a  member  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Howe,  Texas 
(North  Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  DON  SMALL 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— South  African  Archbishop 
Desmond  Tutu  (above)  exhorts  some  4,000  United 
Methodists  at  last  week’s  global  missions  gather¬ 
ing  to  accept  “the  challenges  of  God’s  mission— to 
know,  to  love  and  serve  God.”  (Right)  The  missions 
convocation’s  communion  service  opens  on  an  in¬ 
ternational  note  with  a  procession  of  banners  fol¬ 
lowing  an  African  drum  beat  call  to  worship. 
(Below)  Members  of  the  Rajah  Percussion  Ensem¬ 
ble  play  the  “international  drums  of  peace”  during 
worship  services  and  at  performances  on  the 
“square”  in  the  Global  Village. 


Gathering  draws  4,000 

International  crowd  celebrates  world  mission  work 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  — More  than 
4,000  United  Methodists  from  40  coun¬ 
tries  assembled  last  week  for  an  his¬ 
toric  missions  extravaganza, 
officially  called  the  Global  Gathering. 

The  March  12-15  rally  near  the  wa¬ 
iters  of  the  Ohio  River  attracted  at 
least  one  person  from  all  50  United 
States  and  73  UM  annual  conferences. 

The  purpose:  to  celebrate  and  pro¬ 
mote  greater  awareness  of  United 
Methodism's  worldwide  mission  en¬ 
deavors. 

It’s  the.  water  from  rivers  other 
than  the  Ohio,  however— including 
the  Jordan  in  which  Jesus  was  bap¬ 
tized— that  most  participants  are 
likely  to  talk  about  when  they  tell 
,  friends  back  home  what  happened 
during  the  event  sponsored  by  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

During  the  March  13  “service  of 
baptism  reaffirmation,”  the  UMC’s 
top  missions  executive,  the  Rev.  Ran¬ 
dolph  Nugent,  mingled  river  water 
brought  from  15  countries. 

As  he  poured  the  water  into  specially 
made  blue  bowls,  worshipers  streamed 
forward  to  dampen  their  fingers  in  a 
tangible  reminder  of  their  baptism. 

Some  sprinkled  themselves  or  a 
friend.  Others  made  signs  of  the  cross 
on  their  foreheads.  Still  others  simply 
let  the  water  run  over  their  hands. 

Tears  in  countless  eyes,  joyous 
hugs,  whispered  "amens”  and  ear-to- 
ear  smiles  reflected  stirrings  of  even 
deeper  waters  inside  people.  One  ob¬ 
server,  noting  the  hotel  setting,  called 
the  event  an  “unlikely  pilgrimage.” 

There  was  nothing  unlikely  about 
the  event,  however,  from  Dr.  Nu¬ 
gent’s  standpoint.  The  tie-in  with  mis¬ 
sions  was  crucial,  he  said. 

“An  emphasis  on  mission  is  consid¬ 
ered  an  appropriate  time  for  a  reaffir¬ 
mation  of  baptism,”  Dr.  Nugent  told 
the  gathering.  “It  is  through  our  bap¬ 
tism  that  we  are  sent  for  mission  for 
Jesus  Christ  into  the  whole  world.” 

High  spirits  filled  many  times 

The  reaffirmation  was  only  one  of 
many  high  moments  during  the  Glob¬ 
al  Gathering,  which  was  nearly  two 
years  in  planning  and  cost  some 
$450,000. 

Signs  of  the  preparation  were  evi¬ 
dent:  translation  service  for  French- 
and  Spanish-speaking  people,  signers 
for  deaf  people,  12-by-16-foot  screens 
on  either  side  of  the  stage  on  which 
the  proceedings  were  projected.  The 
screens  allowed  all  in  the  audience  to 


get  a  “close-up”  view  of  the  speakers. 

The  celebration— thought  by  some 
longtime  observers  to  be  the  first  such 
missions  event  under  Methodist  auspic¬ 
es  since  1948— began  on  an  ice-cold 
Thursday  night  with  a  communion  ser¬ 
vice  featuring  an  address  by  South  Af¬ 
rican  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  (see 
related  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

It  concluded  on  a  springlike  Sunday 
morning  with  a  two-hour  worship  and 
commissioning  service  for  16  new 
missionaries  (see  list  of  names  and  as¬ 
signments  elswhere  in  this  issue). 

In  between  Archbishop  Tutu  and 
the  commissioning  was  a  wide  range 
of  mission-related  events  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  participants. 

Event  has  international  flavor 

An  international  flavor  permeated 
the  event.  That  was  evident  in  the 
“Global  Village"  set  up  in  a  conve¬ 
niently  still-under-construction  part 
of  the  hotel. 

The  site  was  convenient  because 
there  were  some  messy  “real  world” 
goings-on  in  the  make-shift  village 
display  area  that  probably  wouldn’t 
have  pleased  the  hotel  manager  if  the 
room  had  been  finished  and  carpeted. 

For  instance,  twin  goats  were  born 
on  the  afternoon  of  March  13.  The 
blessed  event  occurred  two  weeks  be¬ 
fore  anyone  thought  it  would. 

Other  displays  and  exhibits  in  the 
“village”  were  less  reproductive  but 
offered  no  less  instruction  about  the 
realities  and  concerns  addressed  by 
people  engaged  in  mission  supported 
by  UM  financial  gifts  and  special  Ad¬ 
vance  offerings. 

Six  areas  of  the  church’s  mission  in¬ 
volvement-church  development, 
economic  issues,  education,  health, 
people  in  mission  and  refugees — were 
shown  in  some  25  exhibits. 

The  displays  ranged  from  posters 
and  graphic  models  to  working  dem¬ 
onstrations  of  brick-making  and  a  wa¬ 
ter  pump  that  runs  without  electricity. 

Events  filled  day 

Mornings  during  the  missions  con¬ 
vocation  featured  Bible  study,  panel 
discussions  on  “joining  God  in  mission 
today”  and  worship  services  in  the 
Wesleyan  tradition. 

Afternoons  offered  participants  a 
choice  of  36  mission  workshops  with 
continuing-education  credit  available 
through  Asbury  College  in  Wilmore, 
Ky.  The  largest  workshop— on  a  mis- 
sional  approach  to  Bible  study— had  so 
many  people  register  for  it  that  two 
sections  (350  each)  had  to  be  created. 


And  there  was  "fun  stuff”  for  all 
ages:  entertainment  by  the  Berea  Col¬ 
lege  Country  Dancers  and  Black  En¬ 
semble  and  a  four-man  instrumental 
group  called  the  Montana  Logging 
and  Ballet  Co. 

The  four  musicians — all  United 
Methodists  from  Montana— used  po¬ 
litical  satire,  mime  and  original  com¬ 
positions  to  regale  and  inspire  youths 
and  adults  in  an  “after  hours’’  coffee 
house. 

A  banner  exhibit  in  the  hallways 
provided  displays  of  color  and  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  artistic  expressions  of  how 
United  Methodists  envision  the  nature 
and  purpose  of  mission. 

*1  can’t  believe  it’s  you!’ 

Shrieks  of  “It’s  been  so  long!”  and 
“I  can’t  believe  it’s  you!”  could  be 
heard  throughout  the  corridors  during 
the  first  few  days  of  the  gathering. 

A  corner  of  the  village  was  set  aside 
for  former  missionaries  to  meet  and 
talk.  Many  did,  catching  up  and  recall¬ 
ing  earlier  times  as  young  “3s”  (short¬ 
term  missionaries,  usually  for  three- 
years)  after  World  WarJI. 

Then  they  represented  “a  new  di¬ 
mension  for  a  mew  day,”  said  retired 
Bishop  James  Matthews,  who  in  his 
own  younger  days  was  missions  sec¬ 
retary  for  India. 

Most  of  the  public  talk  at  the  “glob¬ 
al  gathering"  was  similarly  forward- 
looking  about  the  “new  day”  of  1987 
and  beyond. 

Speaker  after  speaker  stressed  the 
need  for  “partnership’’  among 
churches  in  mission  and  the  need  for 
those  in  Western  churches  to  recog¬ 
nize  both  the  needs  and  the  gifts  of 
Third  World  churches. 

Churches  that  once  were  “receiv¬ 
ing”  churches  are  now  mature  enough 
to  be  “sending”  churches,  said  Bishop 
James  Mase  Ault  (Pittsburgh  Area), 
president  of  the  mission  board. 

And  U.S.  and  European  churches 
that  have  long  been  “sending”  bodies 
now  need  to  be  "receiving”  churches, 
he  added. 

Bishop  Ault  said  the  Louisville 
event  could  be  the  beginning  of  the 
next  “great  wave  of  missionary  activ¬ 
ity.”  The  church  is  at  the  beginning  of 
a  “new  era  of  witness  and  service,”  he 
told  the  missions  gathering. 

Even  having  expressed  such  opti¬ 
mism,  Bishop  Ault  later  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  the  Global  Gathering 
exceeded  everyone’s  expectations— 
more  than  4,000  showed  up  for  an 
event  planners  thought  would  attract 
no  more  than  2,000,  he  said. 


Mission  board  moves  toward  starting 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Directors  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  took 
steps  last  week  to  create  a  new  evangeli¬ 
zation  unit  within  the  mission  agency. 

The  purpose  of  the  yet-to-be  named 
unit  will  be  to  help  the  mission  agency 
promote  a  Christian  witness  in  areas 
where  none  exists. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  Global  Ministries,  proposed 
the  idea  to  the  board’s  directors  March  9. 

In  his  opening  address  at  the  March  9- 
12  meeting,  Dr.  Nugent  surprised  nearly 
all  the  board’s  178  directors  and  most  of 
his  own  staff  by  proposing  that  the  board 
organize  a  new  “department  of  evange¬ 
listic  mission." 

“There  is  an  urgent  need  today  to  look 
to  those  places  where  population 
changes  are  outdistancing  the  witness  of 
the  church,"  Dr.  Nugent  said  in  the  back¬ 
ground  statement  for  his  proposal. 

UMC  must  take  new  initiatives 

"The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  must  take  new  initiatives  on  behalf  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  preach  the 


Gospel  among  those  who  have  yet  to  know 
its  transforming  power,”  Dr.  Nugent  said. 

Basic  functions  outlined 

His  proposal  outlined  several  func¬ 
tions  the  new  structure  would  serve: 

•Locating  places  and  peoples  that 
have  no  Christian  witness. 

•Developing  strategies  for  starting 
ministries  to  such  places  and  groups. 

•Nurturing  newly  gathered  communi¬ 
ties  of  Christians  toward  “the  establish¬ 
ment  of  United  Methodist 
congregations.” 

•Advising  the  board  on  missionary  se¬ 
lection,  giving  particular  attention  to  the 
functions  of  evangelism  and  proclamation. 

•  Developing  support  for  missionaries 
assigned  to  "pioneer  evangelism,”  that 
is,  evangelism  in  areas  without  a  Chris¬ 
tian  witness. 

Stunned,  but  generally  approving, 
board  members  deferred  voting  on  Dr. 
Nugent’s  unexpected  proposal  until  the 
final  session  of  their  four-day  meeting. 

At  that  session,  the  board’s  research 
and  development  committee  presented  a 
substitute  motion.  It  included  the  es¬ 


sence  of  Dr.  Nugent’s  proposal  but  stipu¬ 
lated  that  final  approval  await  the 
board’s  October  meeting. 

Mission  Society  reaction  sought 

That’s  so  the  board  can  get  feedback 
on  the  proposal  from  various  quarters  of 
the  church,  including  the  unofficial  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  United  Methodists. 

The  Mission  Society  was  formed  in 
1983  by  critics  of  the  mission  agency’s 
alleged  lack  of  a  distinctive  evangelistic 
outreach  to  areas  where  the  Gospel 
hasn’t  been  heard  or  proclaimed. 

The  1984  General  Conference  initiated  a 
series  of  private  dialogues  among  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Global  Ministries,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  and  the  Mission  Society. 

Nine  dialogues  have  been  held  so  far, 
the  most  recent  being  in  February. 

Dr.  Nugent  told  the  Reporter,  howev¬ 
er,  that  the  idea  for  his  proposal  came  to 
him  following  the  February  meeting.  He 
said  he  felt  an  especially  good  spirit  was 
present  during  that  meeting,  particular¬ 
ly  in  light  of  several  meetings  that  had 
been  frustrating  and  inconclusive. 

“I  just  suddenly  saw  things  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  way  and  realized  that  here  was 


something  we  should  be  doing,”  Dr.  Nu¬ 
gent  said. 

One  board  member  referred  to  Dr.  Nu¬ 
gent’s  idea  for  an  evangelistic  emphasis 
in  the  mission  agency  as  a  "Damascus 
Road  experience,”  an  allusion  to  Paul’s 
conversion  to  Christianity. 

A  Global  Ministries  staff  member  said, 
however,  that  he  thinks  the  proposal  re¬ 
flects  where  Dr.  Nugent’s  heart  has  been 
all  along  but  that  the  “time  wasn’t  right  un¬ 
til  now  for  him  to  make  such  a  proposal.” 

Proposal  goes  in  right  direction 

Whatever  the  reason  for  the  proposal’s 
content  or  timing,  most  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  directors  saw  it  as  a  step  in  the 
right  direction. 

“It  reflects  the  mood  of  the  church  and 
the  mood  of  the  world  itself,”  said  the 
Rev.  Roy  Webster  of  Elizabethtown,  Ky. 

"If  we  don’t  increase  our  evangelistic 
efforts  throughout  the  world,  we’ve  lost 
the  mission  of  the  church  at  a  time  when 
the  percentage  of  Christians  in  the  world 
is  decreasing.” 

Dr.  Webster  said  he  doesn’t  think  the 
board’s  action  should  be  viewed  as  a  “vin¬ 
dication”  of  the  Mission  Society’s  criti- 


Responsible  condom  use  backed  to  fight  AIDS 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL  “encourages,  as  one  essential  part  of  the 


Staff  Writer 
LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— A  program  unit  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
voted  to  promote  and  advocate  responsi¬ 
ble  use  of  condoms  as  one  means  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  spread  of  AIDS. 

The  board’s  department  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  took  that  action  last 
week  in  response  to  the  U.S.  surgeon  gen¬ 
eral’s  recently  published  report  on  ac¬ 
quired  immune  deficiency  syndrome. 

In  a  statement  regarding  AIDS  preven¬ 
tion  and  condom  advertising,  the  depart¬ 
ment  said  "the  compelling  need  to  save 
lives  overrides  understandable  reluctance 
to  promote  the  use  of  condoms  ...”  but 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— UM  mission  agen¬ 
cy  directors  are  to  begin  spreading  the 
word  through  their  annual  conferences 
about  how  a  growing  economic  crisis  is 
hurting  Methodist  churches  overseas. 

That  was  one  of  several  measures 
dealing  with  the  church’s  response  to  the 
crisis  adopted  last  week  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Board  directors  were  urged  to  write 
letters  to  their  annual-conference  news¬ 
papers  on  the  global  economic  crisis  and 
its  impact  on  the  UMC’s  “mission  part¬ 
ners.”  Those  include  overseas  churches 
and  projects  that  receive  financial  assis- 


AIDS  prevention  effort,  the  use  of  con¬ 
doms  by  people  who  are  at  risk  of  HIV  (hu- 
man  immuno-deficiency  virus,  which 
causes  AIDS)  through  sexual  intercourse." 

“I’m  sure  the  reaction  is  going  to  be 
mixed,  but  we  have  a  greater  responsi¬ 
bility  to  save  lives  and  educate  the 
church  because  of  the  nature  of  this  dis¬ 
ease,”  said  Bishop  Edsel  Ammons  (Ohio 
West  Area),  chairman  of  the  department. 

Dewey  Force,  a  retired  college  profes¬ 
sor  from  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  who  assisted 
the  committee  in  drafting  the  statement, 
said,  “People  may  think  this  gives  ap¬ 
proval  to  promiscuous  sexual  activities. 


tance  through  the  board. 

In  addition,  mission  directors  asked 
the  church’s  bishops  to  follow  up  in  their 
episcopal  areas  on  the  response  to  the  $9 
million  "Partner  Churches  in  Crises  Ap¬ 
peal”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  21).  The  bishops 
were  asked  to  encourage  non-participant 
congregations  to  take  the  appeal  serious¬ 
ly  and  contribute  generously. 

The  board  aproved  the  development  of 
travel/study  seminars  focused  on  the 
global  economic  crisis  and  its  impact  on 
“mission  partners. 

The  board  also  directed  that  a  church¬ 
wide  study  be  devloped  on  the  global  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis  and  its  root  causes. 


‘We  warn  u>  make  it  clear  that  we  are 
not  promoting  lifestyles  that  are  against 
the  teachings  of  the  church.  We  are  just 
reaffirming  our  commitment  to  inform¬ 
ing  the  church  about  health  promotion 
and  disease  prevention  methods.” 

Cathie  Lyons,  assistant  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  health  and  welfare  ministries, 
said  the  church  joins  the  surgeon  gener¬ 
al’s  report  in  stressing  the  importance  of 
not  using  intravenous  drug  paraphernalia 
and  having  monogamous  relationships. 

“We  are  aware  that  not  all  persons  in 
society  subscribe  to  the  teachings  of  any 
particular  church."  Ms.  Lyons  said.  “It  is 
important  to  uphold  the  teachings  of  the 


In  other  action,  the  board: 

•approved  56  people  for  missionary 
service. 

•changed  the  agency’s  investment  poli¬ 
cy  statement  to  discourage  business  with 
any  corporation  connected  with  the  pro¬ 
duction,  sale  or  promotion  of  pornography; 

•adopted  a  resolution  supporting  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Haiti  as  it  works  to 
prepare  Hatian  people  for  responsible  ci- 
ticizenship  and  upcoming  elections; 

•agreed  to  send  a  letter  of  commen¬ 
dation  to  U.S.  Secretary  of  State  George 
Shultz  for  authorizing  wider  contacts 
with  North  Korea. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


church,  but  we  have  to  make  people  un¬ 
derstand  the  medical  and  scientific  facts 
concerning  the  disease. 

“We  must  educate  people  to  take  the 
responsibility  not  to  spread  AIDS.” 

The  statement  urges  condom  manu¬ 
facturers  to  consult  with  the  surgeon 
general,  representatives  of  their  target 
audiences  and  other  concerned  groups, 
such  as  church  agencies,  to  promote  the 
most  responsible  and  effective  use  of 
their  products. 

The  statement  asks  manufacturers  to 
include  multilingual  instructions  for 
safe,  effective  condom  use  in  each  pack¬ 
age. 

Manufacturers  will  further  be  asked, 
along  with  public  and  private  agencies, 
to  make  condoms  available  to  people 
who  can’t  afford  them. 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Department 
plans  to  sponsor  a  National  Consultation 
on  AIDS  Ministries  Nov.  12-15  in  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  area. 

The  consultation  is  intended  to  enable 
United  Methodists  to  develop  a  plan  to 
deal  with  the  theological,  social  and 
medical  challenges  of  AIDS. 

Ms.  Lyons  said  the  department  hopes 
to  put  together  a  resource  package  for 
the  churches  who  want  to  educate  mem¬ 
bers  concerning  AIDS. 

A  brochure  on  “The  Church  As  a  Heal¬ 
ing  Community  and  the  AIDS  Crisis,” 
adopted  by  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  1986,  is  available  from  the 
church  Service  Center,  she  said. 


Directors  to  spread  word  about  global  crisis 


evangelism  unit 


cism  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“We’re  doing  what  needs  to  be  done,” 
he  said.  “If  it’s  interpreted  as  a  response 
to  pressure,  that’s  a  misrepresenation  of 
what  the  board  has  done.” 

The  Rev.  Gordon  Goodgame  of  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  Tenn.,  agreed. 

“What  we’re  doing  is  not  unaware  of 
the  Mission  Society,  but  it’s  really  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  what  many  of  us  within  the 
church  have  been  working  toward  for 
some  time,"  Dr.  Goodgame  said. 

But  the  Rev.  Minerva  G.  Carcano  of  El 
Paso,  Texas,  said  during  the  meeting 
that  she  was  “perplexed  by  the  politics 
of  the  whole  issue”  and  was  "angered  by 
the  way  it’s  come  before  us.” 

“I’ll  set  (my  concerns)  aside  if  it’ll  help 
heal  our  relationship  with  our  brothers 
and  sisters  in  the  Mission  Society,"  Ms. 
Carcano  said. 


After  the  meeting,  Ms.  Carcano  said 
she  was  unhappy  with  the  general  sense 
that  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  go¬ 
ing  through  a  “conversion  process.” 

“That  doesn’t  reflect  what  the  board 
has  been  about,”  she  said.  “It  has  been 
about  evangelism.  I  hope  we’re  not  going 
backward  to  the  old  dichotomy  of  evan¬ 
gelism  being  done  by  one  department. 
Evangelism  should  affect  the  totality  of 
human  life.” 

Helen  Rhea  Coppedge  of  Fort  Valley, 
Ga.,  a  Global  Ministries  director  and 
president  of  the  unofficial  Good  News 
caucus,  which  has  backed  the  new  Mis¬ 
sion  Society,  did  not  speak  during  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  proposal. 

After  the  vote  was  taken,  however,  Ms. 
Coppedge  said,  “It  will  mean  a  lot  across 
the  church.  A  lot  of  hope  and  expecta¬ 
tions  were  riding  on  that  vote.” 
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$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR,  part-time.  Respon¬ 
sibilities  include  office  management,  overseeing 
financial  matters,  making  more  effective  use  of 
staff  and  volunteers.  Yearly  salary:  $7,921  For  ap¬ 
plication  form  write  Chairperson.  SPRC,  First 
UMC.  2100  J  Street.  Sacramento.  CA  95816 

SAN  ANTONIO,  TX  YOUTH  GROUP  interested  in 
doing  a  joint  mission  project  here  in  San  Antonio  in 
July  or  August  with  another  youth  group  Call  (512) 
226-8341 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION /YOUTH. 
Full-time  with  furnished  house.  Send  resume/ 
photo  to  John  Bushey,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P  O.  Box  538,  Oviedo,  FL  32765. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC /CHILDREN  2, 700-member 
church,  multistaff  position;  adjacent  to  Oklahoma 
City  University.  Salary  negotiable,  compensation 
package  included.  Position  open  May  1.  1987  Send 
resume  to:  Dr  Robert  L.  Allen,  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church.  1401  N  W.  25,  Oklahoma  City, 
OK  73106  ! 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT: 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  seeks  individual  ex¬ 
perienced  in  educational  fund-raising,  marketing 
or  public  relations  to  join  institutional  advance¬ 
ment  team  Knowledge  of  United  Methodist 
Church  essential  For  information  write:  David 
McAllister-Wilson,  4500  Massachusetts  Ave  ,  Wash¬ 
ington.  DC  20016  EOE 

VISIT  RUSSIAN  PEOPLE.  CHURCHES  IN  Esto¬ 
nia.  Leningrad.  Armenia,  Moscow  Citizen  diplo¬ 
macy  tour  with  Bill  Matthews,  sponsor  Perkins 

School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  TX  75275.  phone 
(214)692-2251 

NEEDED  DIRECTOR  of  Pre-School  Child  Devel¬ 
opment  Program.  School  is  registered  with  the 
state  for  110  students  Director  must  be  certified 
in  E^arly  Childhood  Education.  Submit  applica¬ 
tions,  including  resume  and  salary  requirements  to 
Dr.  Jarrell  H  Sharp  or  Mr  Bill  Duncan,  St.  Luke's 
United  Methodist  Church,  3011  West  Kansas,  Mid¬ 
land.  TX  79701 

TOUR  IRELAND-SCOTLAND  with  Wally  and 
Stell  Chappell.  Pastor,  Cochran  Chapel  UMC,  Dal¬ 
las.  June  29-July  14.  Motorcoach  5  days  to  Irish 
sights,  six  days  circling  Scotland,  one  day  in  Lon¬ 
don  Great  price,  hosts  and  escort  Can  meet  in 
New  York.  (214)  357-3582,  4039  Killion.  Dallas,  TX 
75229. 

WANTED  TO  PURCHASE:  used  three-octave  set 
of  handbells.  Contact:  John  R.  Fuss,  Director  of 
Music,  First  U.M.C  ,  906  Main  Street,  Savannah, 

TN  38372-1902  (901)  925-4120.  j 

WANTED:  SERMONS  FOR  CHILDREN  for  a  col¬ 
lection  to  be  published.  Send  sermons  and  bio¬ 
graphic  information  to;  R  Sanson,  21  Windsor,  La 
Place.  LA  70068. 

WHO  AM  I  NOW  THAT  I  AM  ALONE?  2nd  edition 
now  available  This  powerful  ten-session  program 
for  those  who  are  divorced  or  widowed  helps  peo¬ 
ple  adjust  to  their  new  life  situation  and  set  goals 
for  the  future  Revised  and  improved  after  fifteen 
years  of  use  in  churches  across  the  country  ICasy 
to  use  Leader's  Guide  $29.95;  Participant  Books: 
$7.95  (  +  postage  and  handling).  For  orders/more 
information  write  to:  A.B.T  .  Inc ,  Box  4098,  Gar¬ 
den  Grove.  CA  92642-4098 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR  for  2.000-member 
UMC  to  empower  growing  congregation  to  assume 
lay  ministries  and  to  continue  expanding  existing 
programs  for  education  and  youth.  Salary  range 
$18.000-$20.000.  benefit  package.  Send  application, 
resume,  and  references  to;  Chairperson  SPRC, 
First  UMC.  1005  Stover.  Fort  Collins.  CO  80524  by 
March  31. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  72  Lake 
Morton  Drive,  Lakeland,  FL  33801;  3,500  members, 
multiple  staff,  seeks  Director  of  Youth  Ministries. 
Considerable  experience  essential.  Send  resume 
and  picture  to  Mr  Jose  P  Bove,  same  address 

THE  PHILIPPINE  REVOLUTION:  A  One- Year 
Retrospective  (special  issue  Fellowship  Maeazine). 
Jose  Blanco.  Hildegard  Goss-Mayr,  Niall  O'Brien, 
Richard  Deats  reflect  on  "the  revolution  that  sur¬ 
prised  the  world."  Send  $2:  Fellowship.  Box  271 
“U."  Nyack.  NY  10960 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED,  full-time  in  the 
summer  and  part-time  for  the  rest  of  the  year  in  a 
large  urban  church.  If  you  are  a  dynamic  leader, 
this  job  may  be  for  you.  Salary  negotiable  based 
upon  education  and  experience  Job  available  May 

1.  1987  Send  resume  and  request  for  job  descrip¬ 
tion  to  Search  Committee,  P.0  Box  11864,  Mem 
phis.  TN  38111. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $400  four 
weeks  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138,  Waynesville. 
NC  28786  (704)  627-6067 

EMERGENCY  HANDBELL  REPAIRS,  handbell 

ASSISTANT  PASTOR/YOUTH  DIRECTOR— 

Evangelical  church  with  membership  of  1,100 
seeking  individual  to  assist  pastor  and  direct  youth 
program  Seminary  degree  preferred,  bachelors 
degree  and  appropriate  experience  required  Send 
resume  to  Frank  Wood,  Lake  Shore  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  2246  Blanding  Boulevard. 
Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

accessories,  etc  Write:  Bells.  P.O.  Box  6124,  St 
Matthews,  KY  40207 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT.  Minnesota  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Broad  range  of  experience  desired.  CFRE  pre¬ 
ferred.  Send  resume,  salary  history,  and  refer¬ 
ences  by  April  17,  1987  to:  James  Haun,  1301  N. 
Central  Ave..  Duluth.  MN  55807 
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Bishops’  panel  begins  investigation  at  SMU 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— A  special  committee  of  five 
United  Methodist  bishops  was  appointed 
last  week  to  look  into  the  involvement  of 
“former  and  current”  members  of  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University’s  Board  of  Gov¬ 
ernors  and  administration  in  the  recent 
football  play-for-pay  scandal. 

"Our  goal,”  said  Bishop  Louis  W. 
Schowengerdt  (Northwest  Texas-New 
Mexico  Area),  chairman  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion  panel,  "is  to  obtain  as  much  truth  as 
we  can  on  the  many  questions  and  alle¬ 
gations  that  have  been  raised.” 

Meanwhile,  a  special  "self-study’’ 
committee— appointed  by  the  SMU 
Board  of  Trustees  in  January  to  look  at 
the  university’s  governance  structure— 
is  expected  to  recommend  a  series  of 
“sweeping  reforms.” 

Apology  prompts  action 

Formation  of  the  bishops’  investigating 
committee  and  the  call  for  reform  came 
after  Tetfas  Gov.  William  P.  Clements 
publicly  apologized  March  10  for  his  role 
in  the  scandal  (see  UMR,  March  13). 

Mr.  Clements,  chairman  of  SMU’s  21- 
member  Board  of  Governors  until  Janu¬ 
ary  of  this  year,  admitted  that  he  and  the 
other  involved  board  members  had  exer¬ 
cised  poor  judgment  and  made  “mistakes" 
in  continuing  improper  payments  to  foot¬ 
ball  players  at  SMU  from  1984  until  De¬ 
cember  1986. 

The  Bishops’  Committee  has  hired  the 
Austin,  Texas,  law  firm  of  Graves,  Dou¬ 
gherty,  Hearon  and  Moody  to  assist  in  its 
investigation. 

Bishop  Schowengerdt  said  the  commit¬ 
tee  plans  to  take  sworn  depositions  from 
each  current  member  of  SMU’s  Board  of 
Governors. 

Additionally,  he  said,  the  committee 
plans  to  interview  Mr.  Clements  and  In- 
terFirst  Corp.  President  Robert  H.  Stew¬ 
art  III,  both  former  chairmen  of  the  SMU 
Board  of  Governors;  John  McElhaney,  le¬ 
gal  counsel  to  SMU  during  the  1983-85  Na¬ 
tional  Collegiate  Athletic  Association 
investigation.  Dr.  L.  Donald  Shields,  for¬ 
mer  SMU  president;  Dr.  Lonnie  Kliever, 
head  of  SMU’s  religious  studies  depart¬ 
ment  and  current  faculty  athletic  repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  NCAA,  Robert  Dale 
Thomas,  legal  counsel  during  the  most  re¬ 
cent  NCAA  investigation  of  SMU  athlet¬ 
ics;  and  “such  other  persons  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  during  the  course  of 
the  investigation.” 

The  committee  also  plans  to  review 
the  contracts  and  termination  agree¬ 
ments  of  former  Athletic  Director  Rob¬ 
ert  Hitch,  football  coach  Bobby  Collins 
and  Recruiting  Coordinator  Henry  Lee 
Parker,  Bishop  Schowengerdt  said. 

Besides  seeking  to  determine  which 
members  of  the  Board  of  Governors  took 
part,  or  were  aware  of  the  continuing 
payments  to  athletes,  the  Bishops’  Com¬ 
mittee  wants  to  know  if  any  “improper 
inducements”  were  offered  by  anyone  to 
the  three  athletic  department  officials  in 
exchange  for  their  withholding  informa¬ 
tion  from  NCAA  investigators.  Bishop 
Schowengerdt  said. 

The  late-1986  probe  into  improper 
payments  resulted  in  the  NCAA  “death 
penalty”  for  SMU  football— suspension 
of  the  program  in  1987,  a  limited  seven- 
game  road  schedule  in  1988  and  severe 
sanctions  through  1990. 

Mr.  Clements  had  earlier  revealed  that. 


Bishop  Louis  Schowengerdt 
Committee  chairman 


following  the  discovery  of  illicit  payments 
to  student  athletes  in  1984,  he  and  some 
other  members  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
authorized  a  “phase-out"  of  the  payments 
rather  than  discontinuing  them  immedi¬ 
ately.  He  said  the  involved  board  mem¬ 
bers  decided  they  had  a  “moral 
obligation"  to  honor  the  agreements  made 
by  representatives  of  the  university. 

Although  he  admitted  “we  were 
wrong,  ”  Mr.  Clements  continued  not  to 
identify  the  board  members  and  admin¬ 
istration  officials  involved  with  him. 

The  governor  did  clear  William 
Hutchison,  current  SMU  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  chairman,  of  any  knowledge  or 
complicity  in  the  wrongdoing. 

Mr.  Clements  expressed  the  hope  that 
others  who  were  involved  in  the  decision 
would  step  forward  to  identify  them¬ 
selves,  and  he  said  he  would  cooperate 
fully  with  the  Bishops’  Committee. 

“The  mood  that  I  sense  is  that  there  is 
a  genuine  desire  on  the  part  of  everyone 
for  there  to  be  a  revelation  of  all  the 
facts,’’  Bishop  Schowengerdt  said. 
“There  appear  to  be  many  on  the  Board 
of  Governors  who  want  an  opportunity  to 
declare  their  innocence.” 

At  an  April  2  meeting,  the  Bishops’ 
Committee  will  consider  preliminary 
findings  of  their  legal  counsel  and  deter¬ 
mine  who  the  bishops  will  interview 
among  those  identified  as  involved  in  or 
having  knowledge  about  the  scandal,  he 
added. 

The  committee  has  developed  a  plan 
for  informing  the  church  and  the  public 
of  its  findings  and  asked  the  Rev.  Spur¬ 
geon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor  and  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  Reporter,  to  serve  as  its 
media  adviser  and  liaison. 

‘We’re  looking  for  truth’ 

“We  are  looking  for  the  truth  so  we 
can  rebuild  a  relationship  between  a 
great  university  and  a  fine  church,” 
Bishop  Schowengerdt  said.  “We’re  not  in¬ 
terested  in  lawsuits.” 

Others  on  the  committee  are  Bishops 
W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  (Missouri  Area),  J. 
Woodrow  Hearn  (Nebraska  Area),  Benja¬ 
min  Oliphint  (Houston  Area)  and  Walter 
L.  Underwood  (Louisiana  Area). 

The  key  to  restoring  the  relationship 
between  SMU  and  the  church,  Bishop  Un¬ 


derwood  said,  is  a  change  in  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  system  of  governance. 

“All  the  problems  stem  from  the  form 
of  government  that  was  the  result  of  an 
unfortunate  amendment  in  1968,”  he 
said. 

The  revision  in  SMU’s  bylaws  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
that  year  gave  SMU’s  Board  of  Trustees 
the  responsibility  of  nominating  its  own 
members.  That  made  it  virtually  self-per¬ 
petuating,  Bishop  Underwood  said. 

Nominations  thereafter  were  routinely 
approved  by  the  Jurisdictional  Conference, 
owner  of  the  university. 

At  about  the  same  time,  the  71-member 
SMU  Board  of  Trustees  executive  com¬ 
mittee  was  replaced  by  a  separate  21- 
member  Board  of  Governors  in  an 
attempt  to  increase  support  for  the  school 
among  wealthy  Dallas  business  leaders. 

“That  created  a  form  of  government 
in  which  the  trustees  had  little  or  nothing 
to  say,”  Bishop  Underwood  said. 

Mr.  Clements’  revelation  March  3  con¬ 
firmed  that  the  actual  governance  of  the 
university  gradually  had  gravitated  to  an 
even  smaller  group  within  the  Board  of 
Governors— a  handful  of  powerful  individ¬ 
uals  who  were  making  decisions  on  their 
own  rather  than  involving  the  full  board. 

“We  acknowledged  [at  the  initial  Bish¬ 
ops’  Committee  meeting]  that  all  of  us 
share  in  the  guilt,”  Bishop  Schowengerdt 
said.  “As  bishops,  we  should  have  asked 
the  hard  questions  earlier.” 

He  said,  however,  that  since  he  has 
been  on  the  SMU  Board  of  Trustees,  “it 
has  been  difficult  to  ask  questions.” 

He  and  other  trustees  have  indicated 
that  the  board  had  little  opportunity  to 
do  more  than  “rubber  stamp”  the  actions 
of  the  smaller,  more  powerful  Board  of 
Governors  and  its  inner  circle  of  leaders. 

Current  system  failed 

“One  thing  is  certain,’’  said  Mr. 
Hutchison,  the  current  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  chairman,  “the  current  system 
didn’t  work. 

“It  didn’t  work  because  the  structure 
at  SMU  failed  to  provide  the  necessary 


checks  and  balances  required  to  effec¬ 
tively  govern  the  institution.” 

Mr.  Hutchison  said  the  Board  of  Gov¬ 
ernors  has  forwarded  recommendations 
for  “a  smaller,  more  diverse  and  more 
accountable  system  of  leadership"  to  the 
special  Governance  Committee  headed 
by  the  Rev.  Leighton  Farrell,  pastor  of 
nearby  Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  and  a  member  of  the  SMU  Board 
of  Trustees. 

Mr.  Hutchison  urged  others  at  the  uni¬ 
versity  to  make  their  own  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  that  same  group. 

The  Governance  Committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  in  response  to  a  group  of  con¬ 
cerns  raised  by  the  United  Methodist 
University  Senate  in  January.  The  com¬ 
mittee  plans  to  present  an  interim  report 
to  a  meeting  of  SMU’s  Board  of  Trustees 
March  20  and  issue  a  final  report  at  the 
next  trustees  meeting  May  8. 

Consensus  prevails 

Dr.  Farrell  told  the  Reporter  there  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  growing  consensus  among 
students,  faculty,  administrators  and 
alumni  that  the  Board  of  Governors 
should  be  abolished  and  replaced  by  a 
non-policy-making  executive  committee 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  executive 
committee  would  be  strictly  accountable 
to  the  trustees. 

The  Governance  Committee’s  prelimi¬ 
nary  report  is  expected  to  include  provi¬ 
sion  for  a  single  chairman  who  would 
preside  over  both  the  Board  of  Trustees 
and  its  executive  committee;  a  stronger 
role  for  the  university  president;  and  lim¬ 
its  on  terms  of  office  and  service  for 
board  members. 

Dr.  Farrell  said  the  Governance  Com¬ 
mittee  is  seeking  input  from  students, 
faculty,  deans,  vice  presidents  and  alum¬ 
ni  before  drafting  its  final  report.  That 
process  is  intended  to  “build  a  broad 
sense  of  ownership”  in  the  new  plan,  he 
said. 

If  approved  by  the  SMU  trustees,  the 
Governance  Committee’s  proposals 
would  be  submitted  to  the  church’s  1988 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference. 


DALLAS— Southern  Methodist  University  students  participate  in  a 
March  9  campus  “teach  in.”  Admissions  by  Texas  Gov.  William  Clements 
prompted  the  demonstration,  which  eventually  involved  more  than  1,000 
students,  faculty  and  staff  members.  The  governor,  former  chairman  of  the 
SMU  board  of  governors,  said  he  and  other  board  members  had  approved 
cash  payments  to  football  players  after  the  National  Collegiate  Athletic  As¬ 
sociation  placed  the  university  on  probation  by  in  1985. 


the  church  today 


Candidates  being  sought 
for  1989  ‘Protestant  Hour’ 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications  is  seeking  good 
preachers  in  the  North  Central,  North¬ 
eastern  and  Western  Jurisdictions  for  a 
1989  series  on  “The  Protestant  Hour." 

Candidates  who  would  like  to  preach 
on  the  program  between  April  19  and 
July  5,  1989,  should  submit  a  sermon 
tape  (cassette  or  reel-to-reel),  an  outline 
of  12  sermons  with  a  brief  description  of 
each  and  biographical  information  to 
Alicia  Nails,  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1370, 
New  Yqjk,  N.Y.  10115.  Deadline  for 
nominations  is  April  10. 

The  selection  will  be  made  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Public  Media  Committee  of 
United  Methodist  Communications  and 


confirmed  by  the  agency’s  executive 
committee  in  May. 

The  weekly  program,  oldest  interde¬ 
nominational  religious  radio  show  on  the 
air,  is  broadcast  by  450  stations  in  the 
United  States.  The  American  Forces  Ra¬ 
dio  Network  feeds  the  production  to  an¬ 
other  900  stations  worldwide. 


Tammy  Bakker  starts  treatment 
for  perscription-drug  dependency 

FORT  MILL,  S.C.  (RNS)— Tammy 
Bakker,  wife  of  evangelist  Jim  Bakker, 
is  undergoing  treatment  for  a  drug  de¬ 
pendency  problem  she  has  had  for  17 
years. 

Mrs.  Bakker,  45,  is  to  be  off  the  popu¬ 
lar  “Jim  and  Tammy  Show”  on  the  PTL 
network  for  a  year. 

The  Bakkers  made  the  announcement 


March  9  in  a  special  edition  of  the  their 
program.  The  announcement  had  been 
taped  March  6.  Mrs.  Bakker  said  her 
drug  problem  began  when  she  was  preg¬ 
nant  with  her  daughter,  Tammy  Sue,  and 
started  taking  allergy  pills. 

Former  college  president  fills 
UM  higher-education  position 

NASHVILLE— The  retired  president 
of  a  private  Kentucky  college  has  as¬ 
sumed  an  interim  post  with  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Dr.  Nelson  M.  Hoffman  Jr.,  who  head- 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  story, 
one  of  a  series,  tells  of  the  human  side  of 
the  global  economic  crisis  affecting 
United  Methodist  partner  churches. 

By  CHARLES LERRIGO 

The  Rev.  Bangau  Amping,  superinten¬ 
dent  for  the  Kapit  district  in  the  Iban 
Methodist  conference  in  East  Malaysia, 
was  so  excited  he  wasn’t  eating  much. 

“There  is  such  a  great  opportunity  for 
evangelism  up  river— more  than  100 
long  houses,’  each  with  five  to  15  fam¬ 
ilies,  and  all  prime  opportunities  for 
evangelism,”  Mr.  Amping  said. 

But  chickens  don’t  buy  gasoline,  the 
district  superintendent  continued.  He 
meant  that  his  pastors  sometimes  get 
paid  with  things,  like  food,  instead  of 
money.  And  yet,  cash  is  necessary  to  pay 
for  the  fuel  to  power  the  motors  on  the 
boats. 

The  boats  themselves  are  scarce.  Even 
a  small  boat  costs  $700. 

Although  some  pastors  are  building 
the  boats  themselves,  cutting  the  price  in 
half,  there  just  isn’t  enough  money  to  get 
the  transportation  needed  to  carry  out 
the  evangelism. 

The  district  superintendent  didn’t  talk 
about  the  situation  of  the  pastors  them¬ 
selves.  His  focus  was  on  what  could  be 
done  to  help  the  church  grow. 

But  the  Iban  conference  in  East  Ma¬ 
laysia  had  already  been  tapping  its  pen¬ 
sion  funds  to  provide  the  necessary  cash 


ed  Midway  College  from  1978  to  1985, 
joined  the  Division  of  Higher  Education 
staff  as  interim  assistant  general  secre¬ 
tary.  He  is  to  work  with  boards  of  higher 
education  and  campus  ministry  in  the 
UMC’s  73  annual  conferences. 

After  his  official  retirement,  Dr.  Hoff¬ 
man,  66,  served  as  headmaster  of  the  UM- 
related  Robinson  School  in  San  Juan, 
Puerto  Rico,  from  January  to  August  1986. 

He  has  filled  positions  at  three  UM-re- 
lated  colleges,  was  a  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  to  India  for  eight  years  and  served  as 
lay  pastor  of  a  Methodist  church  in  Wil¬ 
liamsburg,  Kan.,  from  1958  to  1960. 


to  keep  its  ministers  equipped  for  their 
present  ministry. 

The  run  to  the  pension  funds  is  neces¬ 
sary-even  though  the  financially  short 
Ibans  have  doubled  their  giving  to  the 
church. 

The  scene  in  Kapit  is  not  dissimilar  to 
what’s  happening  in  many  other  coun¬ 
tries.  The  church’s  basic  ministries  are 
threatened  by  a  global  economic  crisis. 

Some  of  the  money  pledged  by  the 
World  Program  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  help  the 
partner  churches  in  crisis  will  go  to  the 
Ibans.  But  more  is  needed. 

This  Lent,  or  at  some  other  appropri¬ 
ate  time,  United  Methodists  are  being 
asked  by  their  bishops  to  contribute  to 
“Partner  Churches  in  Crises.”  The  goal 
is  $9  million. 

The  bishops’  appeal  is  not  a  gift  to  spe¬ 
cific  programs,  although  some  programs 
will  benefit.  The  appeal  is  an  act  of  soli¬ 
darity  with  committed  Christians. 

Among  them,  in  Argentina,  are  those 
who  walk  with  and  care  for  the  children 
of  the  streets. 

Gifts  to  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Part¬ 
ner  Churches  in  Crises  should  be  submit¬ 
ted  through  the  annual-conference 
treasurer  for  forwarding  to  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

Checks  should  be  designated  for  Part¬ 
ner  Churches  in  Crises  No.  010068-0. 

Charles  Lerrigo  is  a  staff  writer  with 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


“WESLEY  AND  ENGLAND” 
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Shortage  of  boats,  fuel  limits 
evangelism  in  East  Malaysia 


MARCH  20,  1987 
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LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu,  Anglican  Church  pri¬ 
mate  of  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  strains  to  hear  a  question  during  a  March 
12  news  conference  at  a  United  Methodist  global  missions  gathering.  UM 
Bishop  James  M.  Ault  (Pittsburgh  Area),  president  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  stands  in  the  background.  The  mission  board  sponsored 
the  March  12-15  event. 


Christians  must  show 


concern  for  oppressed, 
Archbishop  Tutu  says 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— South  African 
Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  told  a  “global 
gathering”  of  some  4,000  United  Method¬ 
ists  that  concern  for  the  world’s  op¬ 
pressed  people  is  “no  option’’  for 
Christians. 

“As  long  as  some  part  of  our  society  is 
unfree,  to  that  extent  all  of  us  will  remain 
unfree  and  have  a  distorted  humanity,” 
Archbishop  Tutu  said  during  a  40-minute 
address  March  12  to  an  international  mis¬ 
sions  convocation  sponsored  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

"The  Bible  and  Christianity  demand 
that  we  must  work  assiduously  for  the 
kind  of  community  where  people  will 
count  because  they  are  created  in  the 
image  of  God. . said  the  Anglican  pri¬ 
mate  of  Cape  Town  and  1984  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  laureate. 

Although  Archbishop  Tutu  referred 
several  times  to  South  African  apartheid 
as  an  example  of  disordered  community 
and  human  oppression,  some  listeners 
expressed  surprise  afterward  that  he  did 
not  say  more  about  conditions  in  South 
Africa. 

At  an  earlier  news  conference,  howev¬ 
er,  he  took  the  United  States  and  world 
community  to  task  for  not  speaking  out 
more  forcefully  against  the  detention  of 
some  250  children  by  the  South  African 
government. 

“If  it  were  Mr.  (Robert)  Mugabe’s  gov¬ 
ernment  in  Zimbabwe  holding  children, 
wouldn’t  you  be  jumping  up  and  down?" 
he  said.  “Why  then  is  there  such  equa¬ 
nimity  about  such  matters  when  it  in¬ 
volves  the  South  African  government?” 

The  “remarkable  thing”  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca  today  is  that  black  people  are  “still 
discussing  how  to  find  a  non-violent  end 
to  our  problems,”  Archbishop  Tutu  said. 

The  archbishop  said  he  would  like  to 
see  the  U.S.  government  set  a  “specific 


timetable”  for  the  South  African  govern¬ 
ment  to  do  such  things  as  lift  the  state 
emergency  declared  in  1985  and  let  polit¬ 
ical  exiles  return  home. 

Archbishop  Tutu  said  he  supported 
economic  sanctions  against  the  South  Af¬ 
rican  government  and  expressed  irrita¬ 
tion  with  people  who  claim  that 
sanctions  “only  hurt  the  blacks.” 

“I  haven’t  heard  too  many  black  peo¬ 
ple  crying  because  they  were  suffering 
as  a  result  of  sanctions,”  he  said.  “It’s 
the  whites  who  are  crying.” 

Divisions  among  Christians  in  South  Af¬ 
rica  are  “always  a  scandal,”  the  arch¬ 
bishop  said.  That’s  particularly  true  of 
the  gap  between  churches  associated  with 
the  South  African  Council  of  Churches 
and  the  white  Dutch  Reformed  Church. 

But,  he  said,  our  "priority  is  freedom, 
liberation.  Concern  for  ecclesiastical 
structures  is  not  high  on  our  agenda.” 

About  40  people  from  the  Louisville 
area  formed  a  picket  line  outside  the  ho¬ 
tel  where  Archbishop  Tutu  met  with 
“global  gathering”  delegates. 

Using  bull  horns  and  posters,  people  on 
the  picket  line  called  the  archbishop  "an 
anti-Christ”  and  accused  him  of  being  a 
communist— obviously  unaware  that 
while  they  were  picketing,  Archbishop 
Tutu  denounced  communism  in  his  ad¬ 
dress  to  “global  gathering”  delegates. 

Leaders  of  the  demonstration  did  not 
identify  themselves  as  part  of  any  orga¬ 
nized  group.  But  one  picketer  said  he 
was  there  as  a  result  of  a  film  on  South 
Africa  produced  by  "About  My  Father’s 
Business,”  an  organization  based  in  Lex¬ 
ington,  Ky. 

He  said  the  film  showed  the  “other 
side”  of  what’s  going  on  in  South  Africa. 
He  said  that  view  is  contrary  to  the  pic¬ 
ture  painted  by  Archbishop  Tutu  and  oth¬ 
er  church  leaders  opposed  to  the  official 
government  policy  of  legalized  racial 
separation  (apartheid). 


16  missionaries  designated 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Sixteen  people 
were  commissioned  as  missionaries  for 
service  in  the  United  States  and  abroad 
at  the  concluding  worship  service  of  the 
Global  Gathering. 

Those  commissioned,  their  annual  con¬ 
ference  and  places  of  assignment  are: 

Jeanette  Easton  Akhter  (Missouri 
West),  Pakistan; 

Shirley  Jean  Brooks  (Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain),  Alaska  Missionary  Conference; 

Bonnie  Bell  Campbell  (Baltimore), 
Alaska  Missionary  Conference; 

Brenda  J.  Connelly  (Missouri  East), 
Robeson  County,  N.C.; 

The  Rev.  Charles  Connelly  (Missouri 
East),  Robeson  County,  N.C.; 

Margaret  Kay  Fleming  (Mennonite, 
non-UM),  Zaire; 

Thomas  Robert  Fleming  (Mennonite, 


non-UM),  Zaire; 

Franklin  Galley  (Florida),  Zaire; 

Doris  Gibbs  (Western  North  Carolina), 
Kenya; 

The  Rev.  Lewis  Gibbs  (Western  North 
Carolina);  Kenya; 

Betsy  Lynn  Jack  (West  Ohio),  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference; 

The  Rev.  Charles  Allison  Jack  (West 
Ohio),  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference; 

Claire  Lovelace  (Holston),  Knoxville, 
Tenn.; 

Cecilia  Bass  Manness  (Western  North 
Carolina),  Haiti; 

Teresa  Santillana  (California-Pacific), 
Peru; 

The  Rev.  Fernando  Santillana  (Califor¬ 
nia-Pacific),  Peru. 

An  additional  16  commissioned  else¬ 
where  were  recognized. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


UM-backed  Scout  units  add  25,000 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE— Boy  Scout  programs 
sponsored  by  United  Methodist  churches 
added  more  than  25,000  participants  dur¬ 
ing  1986,  members  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  learned  Feb.  23. 

That  represents  a  9.2  percent  increase 
in  participation,  said  board  member  Roy 
Lifeey,  a  layman  from  Warner  Robins,  Ga. 
The  board's  United  Methodist  Men 


Section  sponsors  the  denomination’s 
Scouting  Ministry  program.  The  United 
Methodist  Men’s  Foundation  gave 
$85,000  in  grants  to  support  Scouting  and 
other  youth-ministry  efforts  during  1986, 
Mr.  Lifsey  said. 

"Without  this  grant  there  would  be  no 
Scouting  ministry  at  this  board,”  Mr.  Lif¬ 
sey  said. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


What  Pastors  have  to  say  about 
Cargill  Associates. 

"The  time  we  spent  in  this  program  will  benefit  us  in  the 
years  to  come,  because  it  is  basic  stewardship  ministry  and 
technique.  The  detail  of  the  plan  and  the  meticulous  training 
sessions  for  everyone  involved  was  greatly  appreciated.  It  is  a 
well  thought  out  plan!’ 

John  L.  Ash,  III 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Laurel,  Mississippi 
Raised:  $900,000;  2.8  times  income 
For  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure,  “How  Churches  Are  Raising  More 
Moneyf  contact: 

CARGILL  ASSOCIATES 

Fund  Raising  Services 

4701  Altamesa  Boulevard  Call  toll  free:  1-800-433-2233 

Box  330339  In  Texas. 

The  Seal  of  Excellence  Fort  Worth.  Texas  76163-0339  Call  collect:  (817)292-9374 
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Show  you  care 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
March  2%  1987 


Cfhe  "Bishop's 
Corner 

‘Congratulations,  Eros’ 


Have  you  ever  been  to  Eros,  Louisi¬ 
ana?  I  have  been  through  Eros  a  num¬ 
ber  of  times  and  on  one  occasion  had 
the  privilege  of  preaching  at  our 
church  there. 

There  are  no  new  industries  in 
Eros.  There  are  no  industrial  develop¬ 
ments.  There  are  no  factories.  There 
are  no  new  residential  subdivisions. 
Except  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  I  don’t  remember  seeing  any 
new  construction  of  any  kind. 

There  is  zero  growth  in  Eros.  I  do 
not  have  the  actual  figures  but  my 
guess  is  that  the  population  in  Eros  is 
on  the  decline. 

The  amazing  fact  about  Eros  is  that 
they  not  only  have  a  new  and  very 
lovely  building  for  our  United  Meth¬ 


odist  congregation  there,  but  this  past 
year  they  showed  a  net  gain  of  19. 
Eros  is  a  small  village  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  a  small  congrega¬ 
tion.  How  did  they  show  a  net  gain  of 
19?  What  is  it  they  have  or  do  to  make 
such  possible? 

Remembering  the  syllogisms  from 
my  Logic  course,  there  might  be 
some  major  and  minor  premises  to 
draw  from  this  fact.  If  Eros  can  do  it, 
every  church  can  do  it.  Therefore,  let 
us  all  decide  to  do  it  in  1987. 

Congratulations,  Brother  Shaw,  and 
the  congregation  of  Eros.  May  your 
tribe  increase. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  State 
United  Methodist  Men  have  a  meeting  at 
10:00  a.m.  on  March  28  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  in  Pineville.  All  offi¬ 
cers  and  any  other  interested  persons 
are  urged  to  attend. 

The  youth  of  St.  Matthew  United 
Methodist  Church,  Algiers  recently  pro¬ 
duced  a  program  in  honor  of  Black  His¬ 
tory  Month.  The  program  honored  great 
black  achievements  in  fields  such  as  mu¬ 
sic,  dance,  poetry  and  politics.  The  Youth 
Choir  sang  many  old  Negro  spirituals  in^ 
eluding  “I’ve  Got  A  Robe.”  The  congre~ 
gation  joined  together  in  singing  the 
Black  National  Anthem,  "Lift  Every 
Voice  and  Sing.”  The  program  was  infor¬ 
mative  to  the  youth  who  had  been  study¬ 
ing  their  Black  Heritage  throughout  the 
month  of  February  and  the  program  was 
also  educational  and  entertaining  for  the 
adult  congregation. 

A  new  Sunday  School  class  is  meeting 
on  Thursday  nights  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  New  Roads.  Karen 
Nelson  and  Karen  Brasher  were  instru¬ 
mental  in  forming  this  encounter  — 
prayer  —  Bible  study  group  late  last 
year.  The  group  involves  all  ages,  from 
newlyweds  and  singles  to  young  families 
and  grandparents.  Rev.  Howard  Hudson 
is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

An  international  food  fest  was  held  at 
McGuire  United  Methodist  Church  in 
West  Monroe  on  Sunday,  March  8.  Aside 


from  preparing  their  favorite  dishes,  the 
families  who  participated  were  asked  to 
bring  either  a  jar  of  peanut  butter  or  jel¬ 
ly  to  give  to  the  Christian  Community 
Ministries.  Rev.  William  A.  Rowell  is  the 
pastor.  ,  ,  * 

Godman  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Charenton  recently  helped  one  of  their 
oldest  members,  Mrs.  Cecil  Washington, 
celebrate  her  100th  birthday.  Rev.  John 
Sadler  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  • 

Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ohrcyqiort  kicked  off  a  year-long  cele¬ 
bration  of  its  25th  anniversary  with  a 
Mardi  Gras  festival.  All  participants 
were  requested  to  be  costumed,  or  at 
least  masked. 

The  event  began  with  the  presentation 
of  the  court;  entertainment  by  the  “Sil¬ 
ver  Spurs,”  a  local  high  school  dance 
team;  a  mini-parade  that  included  Boy 
Scouts,  El  Karubah  Shrine  Arab  Unit, 
clowns  and  bean-throwing  royalty  riding 
decorated  golf  cart  floats;  and  concluded 
with  a  covered-dish  supper.  Rev.  Gerald 
Richardson  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  will  hold  a  revival  on 
March  29-31.  Services  will  start  at  7:00 
p.m.  each  night.  The  revivalist  is  Rev. 
Henry  Masters,  pastor  of  the  Hamilton 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas, 
Texas.  He  will  be  preaching  on  the 
theme  “Standing  on  the  Promises.”  Rev. 
Leslie  P.  Norris  is  the  pastor. 


New  Orleans  Districts 


Sponsor  Training  Event 


Both  the  New  Orleans/Slidell  and  the 
New  Orleans/Houma  Districts  are  spon¬ 
soring  a  Lab  School  on  April  24-26,  to  be 
held  at  St.  Matthew’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Metairie.  A  Lab  School  is  an 
intensive  weekend  training  event  for 
Sunday  School  teachers  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  a  certified  Lab  Leader.  It  will  be¬ 
gin  at  7:00  p.m.  on  Friday  and  conclude 
at  2:30  p.m.  on  Sunday.  Full-time  partici¬ 
pation  is  mandatory. 

During  the  16  hours  of  training,  partic¬ 
ipants  will  have  the  chance  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  planning,  presenting  and 
evaluating  an  actual  Sunday  School  ses¬ 
sion.  They  will  be  provided  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  learn  new  teaching  skills  and  to 
sharpen  their  current  skills.  The  Lab  ex¬ 
perience  is  designed  for  both  the  begin- 
ning  teacher  and  the  experienced 
teacher. 

The  Lab  is  open  to  any  teacher  or  Sun¬ 
day  School  leader  who  is  interested.  The 
cost  is  $15  per  person  which  includes 
lunch  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  The  dead¬ 
line  for  registration  is  an  April  8  post¬ 
mark. 

There  will  be  seven  classes  covering 
all  age  levels.  The  Preschool  Class  will 
be  taught  by  Rev.  Carl  Bray,  minister  of 


educauon  at  First  Church  in  Alexandria. 
His  wife,  Mary  Jo,  will  be  teaching  the 
4th-6th  grades  class.  Ernestine  Calhoun, 
from  Crystal  Springs,  Miss.,  will  teach 
the  lst-3rd  grades  class. 

Dr.  John  Braden,  director  of  education 
ministries  for  the  Louisiana  Conference 
will  lead  the  class  for  adult  teachers.  Dr. 
Brady  Whitehead,  professor  at  Lambuth 
College  in  Jackson,  Tenn.,  will  teach  the 
class  for  Young  Adults.  His  wife,  Emmy 
Lou,  will  be  leader  for  the  youth  Sunday 
School  teachers.  There  will  also  be  a 
class  for  UMYF  counselors  led  by  Dr. 
Ethel  Johnson,  director  of  field  educa¬ 
tion  at  METHESCO,  Delaware,  Ohio. 

A  special  feature  of  the  Lab  School 
will  be  a  Small  Membership  Church  Lab 
held  at  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church,  Jefferson.  This  class  is  for  per¬ 
sons  already  certified  as  Lab  Leaders. 
They  will  be  trained  to  lead  Labs  in 
small  membership  churches  through  the 
Conference.  Mrs.  Myrtle  Felkner,  field 
staff  representative  with  the  Board  of 
Discipleship,  will  be  the  leader. 

Registrations  should  be  sent  to  Ms. 
Betsy  Wilhite,  3900  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New 
Orleans,  La.  70115.  Registration  checks 
for  $15  should  be  made  payable  to  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 
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Registration  Form 


Phone  (  )_ 
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Check  the  class  you  would  like  to  attend:  lUPreschool  lULower  Elem 
□Upper  Elem  DYouth  DUMYF  DYoung  Adult  DAdult 


1 987 Apportionments 
Already  Paid  by  Some 


The  Claiborne  United  Methodist 
Church  in  West  Monroe  recently  re- 
roofed  the  church  and  erected  a  new 
steeple.  This  was  done  through  memori¬ 
als  to  the  church.  The  Rev.  E.  Benjamin 
Fant  is  the  pastor. 


Linda  Fox,  educational  assistant  and 
membership  development  coordinator 
at  University  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge,  attended  the  diaconal 
ministry  course  in  church  history  held 
at  Scarritt  Graduate  School  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  on  Jan.  26-Feb.  4, 1987. 


Conference  Calendar 

April 

2  Centenary  College  Founders’  Day,  11:00  a.m. 

3- 4  CCYM  Meeting,  Lake  Charles  District  Camp 

4- 5  Louisiana  Education  Expo,  Baton  Rouge  Civic  Center  (4th:  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  5th: 

1  p.m.  to  6  p.m.) 

6-7  COCU  Executive  Committee  Meeting,  New  Orleans 
6-9  Dogwood  Time  (Retiree  Event),  Mount  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 
7  Conference-wide  Golf  Tourney,  Alexandria  Country  Club,  Alexandria 
9-10  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  Meeting  with  the  gubernatorial  candidates. 
Headquarters  Building  (noon  on  the  9th  until  noon  on  the  10th) 

1 1  UMW  Committee  Meetings,  David  Haas  Memorial  UMC,  Bunkie 

19  Good  Samaritan  Observance 

20  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  Informal  Coffee  for  legislators,  Conference 
Room  at  State  Capitol,  10:00  a.m. -noon 

21  Annual  Conference  Presenters  Training  session.  Headquarters  Building, 

1:00  p.m. 

22  Nominating  Committee,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  7:30  p.m. 

22  Pre-Retirement  Seminar,  University  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  9:30  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

23- 24  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building  (Begins  9:00  a.m.  on  23rd;  closes 

4:00  p.m.  on  24th) 

24- 25  Parsonettes  Retreat,  Istrouma 

24-26  New  Orleans  Bi-District  Lab  School,  St.  Matthew’s  Church,  Metairie 
27-29  Spring  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

27-30  Springtime  on  the  Mountain  (Retiree  Event),  Mount  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville, 
AR 

29  Commission  on  Study  of  the  Ministry,  St.  Luke  Church,  Shreveport, 

1:00p.m. 

29-30  Seminar  for  Senior  Ministers,  Executive  Inn,  Dallas 

30  Lake  Charles  District  Laity  Banquet,  Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  Life  Center,  Sulphur,  6:30  p.m. 


Cheneyville  UMC  —  Rev.  Claude  E. 
Henkel 

Beulah  UMC  —  Rev  Abe  Conerly 
Tullos  UMC  —  Rev.  Roy  C.  Young 
Provencal  UMC  —  Rev  Jolly  B  Harper 
Weaver  UMC  —  Rev.  Jolly  B  Harper 
Eddy  Justiss  Memorial  UMC  —  Rev. 
Minns  S.  Robertson 

Darlington  UMC  —  Rev.  William  E. 
Boyd 

Days  UMC  —  Rev.  E.  Rand  Guy 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC  —  Rev.  John  Hig¬ 
ginbotham 

New  Roads  UMC  —  Rev.  Howard  Hud¬ 
son 

Oberlin  UMC  —  Rev.  Chris  Blanchard 
Holly  Grove  UMC  —  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olm¬ 
sted 

Harrisonburg  UMC  —  Rev.  William  Wil¬ 
lis 

Waldheim  UMC  —  Rev.  Ken  Bowman 
Talisheek  UMC  —  Rev  Ronald  Dauphin 
Bush  UMC  -  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 
Ansley  UMC  —  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Stokes.  Jr. 
Summerfield  UMC  —  Rev.  Cage  McLe- 
more 

Clay  UMC  —  Rev.  Troy  Garrett 
Bethel  UMC  —  Rev,  H.  Austin  Smith 
Lisbon  UMC  —  Rev  Thomas  C.  Shinkle 
Salem  UMC  —  Rev.  Lloyd  Scott 
Gilliam  UMC  —  Rev.  Paul  Reger 
Keatchie  UMC  —  Rev.  Jarrell  Morgan 
Oil  City  UMC  —  Rev  George  B.  Cun¬ 
ningham 


Around  the  Conference 


Got  a  Week  to  Spare? 
Join  ‘Harvest  of  Hope’ 


During  the  week  of  July  19-25,  senior 
high  youth  of  Louisiana  will  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  participate  in  a  unique 
Christian  mission  project,  the  “Harvest 
of  Hope.”  This  is  an  ecumenical  project 
of  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  and  is  being 
sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  Monroe  District  Youth  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew’s  Potato 
Project  salvaged  over  17,500,000  pounds 
of  otherwise  wasted  produce  in  1986. 
This  produce,  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  dumped  to  rot,  has  been  chan¬ 
neled  to  hundreds  of  agencies  around  the 
United  States.  These  agencies  have  dis¬ 
tributed  the  food  to  the  hungry  in  their 
areas. 

Since  its  inception  in  1983,  the  Potato 
Project  has  saved  in  excess  of  45,000,000 
pounds  of  potatoes  from  the  dump.  That 
is  over  135,000,000  servings  of  potatoes 
that  reached  the  hungry  through  the  ef¬ 


forts  of  this  unique  organization. 

The  “Harvest  of  Hope”  involves  a 
week-long  “hands-on”  experience  of 
gleaning  food  crops  in  northeast  Louisi¬ 
ana,  and  preparing  these  crops  for  can¬ 
ning  and  shipment  to  food  banks  for 
distribution  to  needy  people.  During  the 
week  of  work  and  fellowship,  partici¬ 
pants  will  be  staying  at  the  Christian 
Life  Fellowship  Center  near  Mer  Rouge, 
where  there  will  be  many  opportunities 
for  worship,  study,  and  recreation.  The 
cost  is  $70.00  per  person,  which  covers 
the  cost  of  meals,  lodging  and  materials. 

This  “gleaning’Vhunger  experience  is 
open  to  only  40  youth  and  8  adults,  and 
applications  will  be  available  through 
the  chairpersons  of  the  District  Boards 
of  Global  Ministries.  Other  contact  per¬ 
sons  are  Jim  Moore,  3804  Gouville  Drive 
in  Monroe  (71201),  Reverend  Rick  He¬ 
bert,  P.O.  Box  698  in  LaPlace  (70069), 
and  Reverend  Bill  Willis,  P.O.  Box  95  in 
Sicily  Island  (71368-0095). 


Training  for  Pastors  Offered 


Chaplain  Paul  G.  Durbin,  director  of 
Pastoral  Care  at  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans,  an¬ 
nounces  that  a  continuing  education 
event  has  been  scheduled  for  Thursday, 
April  2,  from  8:30  a.m. -4:30  p.m.  “Pasto¬ 
ral  Care:  Past,  Present,  Future”  will  be 
led  by  Dr.  Myron  C.  Madden  and  Dr.  Dur¬ 
bin.  Cost  for  the  one-day  meeting  is  $25 
and  a  one-half  CEU  credit  will  be  given 
to  the  participants. 

Formerly  a  minister  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  Dr.  Madden  will  discuss 
such  topics  as  the  history  of  pastoral 
care  and  pastoral  care  and  ministering 
to  the  family. 

Dr.  Madden  graduated  from  Louisiana 
State  University  and  Southern  Baptist 


Theological  Seminary  where  he  received 
his  Ph.D.  He  has  served  as  the  president 
for  the  College  of  Chaplains,  American 
Protestant  Hospital,  and  has  held  leader¬ 
ship  positions  in  the  Association  of  Clini¬ 
cal  Pastoral  Education  and  the 
American  Association  of  Pastoral  Care 
Counselors. 

Dr.  Durbin’s  topic  will  teach  partici¬ 
pants  how  hypnosis  can  be  used  as  a  tool 
of  pastoral  care.  He  is  a  certified  Clini¬ 
cal  hypnotherapist  and  was  named  "Man 
of  the  Year”  by  the  National  Association 
of  Clergy  Hypnotherapists. 

Registration  information  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  calling  Chaplain  Judy  Nelson 
at  Pendleton,  (504)  244-5100. 


Shown  are  some  of  the  members  of 
First  Church,  New  Roads  as  they  re¬ 
cently  presented  a  check  for  their 
1987  apportionments  to  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  Dr.  Kirby  Vining  and 
Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway. 

Lahey  Chapel  UMC  —  Rev,  Jennie  P 
Jones 

Sieper  UMC  —  Rev  Jennie  P.  Jones 

Whites  Chapel  UMC  —  Rev.  Mark  Meier 


Pictured  are  members  of  the  New  Orleans/Slidell  District  at  one  of  the  nine  dis¬ 
trict  audits  that  were  held  throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  during  the  second 
week  in  January. 


Centenary-College  reference  librarian  Ella  Edwards  assists  Wayne  Evans, 
of  Davidson  Memorial  UMC  in  Lydia,  with  computerized  research  during  his  recent 
week-long  stay  at  Centenary.  The  Rev.  Evans  is  one  of  four  Ministerial  Fellows  se¬ 
lected  to  come  to  the  Centenary  campus  and  work  with  the  College’s  faculty  and  li¬ 
brary  in  the  research  area  of  his  choice.  “Helping  Children  Cope  With  Grief”  was 
the  topic  chosen  by  the  Rev.  Evans.  Applications  are  available  now  for  the  1987-88 
Ministerial  Fellowships.  For  a  copy  or  for  more  information,  please  contact  Mark 
Simmons,  director  of  church  relations  at  Centenary  College,  P.O.  Box  41188,  Shreve¬ 
port,  La.  71134-1188,  318/869-5108. 


cunt  Jackson  ot  Boy  Scout  Troop  will  and  Jennifer  Goyer  ot  Girl  Scout  Troop 
#146  read  scripture  at  a  recent  Scout  Sunday  observance  at  St.  Johns  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Officially  Boy  Scout  Sunday  was  February  8  and  Girl 
Scout  Sunday  was  March  8. 


These  are  the  28  churches  that  have 
paid  100  percent  of  their  apportion¬ 
ments  for  the  year  1987.  The  Confer¬ 
ence  expresses  appreciation  to  these 
churches  who  have  put  the  missional 
program  of  the  church  as  their  first 
expenditure  for  the  new  year. 


Harvey  G.  Williamson 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
Walter  L.  Underwood 

Sherree  R.  Moore 

Council  Director-Editor 
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Competent  paston  incredible  bargain  WC  should  take  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’  tO  heart 

A  recent  study  raises  some  eye-pop-  cause  of  substandard  salaries.  ^  w  w 


A  recent  study  raises  some  eye-pop¬ 
ping  questions  by  suggesting  that  an  ap¬ 
propriate  annual  salary  for  pastors 
would  be  $167,500  to  $191,250. 

The  study  contends  that  would  be  a 
fair  salary  range  for  clergy  in  compari¬ 
son  with  lawyers,  doctors,  public  speak¬ 
ers  and  others  whose  occupations  require 
similar  levels  of  training  and  expertise. 
The  study  was  reported  in  the  “Pastoral 
Ministry  Newsletter.”  a  Colorado-based 
publication. 

The  salary  range  was  arrived  at  by  di¬ 
viding  pastoral  duties  into  six  tasks: 
preaching,  teaching,  study,  counseling, 
visitation  and  administration.  Then  a 
monetary  value  was  assigned  to  each  task 
based  on  the  average  pay  for  similar  du¬ 
ties  in  other  occupations.  For  examples: 

•A  talent  agency  reported  it  would 
cost  a  minimum  of  $1,500  to  pay  for  a  mo¬ 
tivational  speaker.  Multiplied  by  50  Sun¬ 
days  of  preaching,  that  would  be  $75,000 
annually 

•  Personal  counseling  was  averaged  at 
$50  per  hour.  Figured  at  five  clergy 
counseling  sessions  per  week,  that  totals 
$12,500  per  year. 

•  Home  visits  likewise  were  figured  at 
$50— by  splitting  the  difference  between 
the  charges  of  medical  doctors  and 
plumbers.  Visitation  time  of  11  to  18 
hours  weekly  would  add  additional  com¬ 
pensation  of  $27,500  to  $45,000  annually. 

If  all  six  categories  were  thus  calcu¬ 
lated  and  added  together,  the  minimum 
pastor’s  compensation  would  be  $167,500 
annually. 

The  study  doesn’t  claim,  nor  do  we, 
that  clergy  salaries  should  be  at  that  lev¬ 
el.  The  New  Testament  speaks  much 
more  of  servanthood  than  of  compensa¬ 
tion  for  those  called  to  lead  the  church. 

The  interests  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
are  poorly  served  when  clergy  people  be¬ 
come  preoccupied  with  the  pursuit  of 
wealth  and  status. 

However,  the  kingdom  also  is  poorly 
served  when  ordained  ministers  are  pre¬ 
occupied  with  "making  ends  meet"  be- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


cause  of  substandard  salaries. 

While  perhaps  exaggerating  to  make 
its  point,  this  study  lifts  up  an  important 
general  insight:  an  effective  pastor  typi¬ 
cally  plays  a  wide  variety  of  valuable 
roles  that  far  too  many  parishioners  ei¬ 
ther  take  for  granted  or  simply  ignore. 
Some  of  those  roles  are  “priceless.” 

How  can  one  reasonably  place  a  mone¬ 
tary  value  on  such  things  as:  sitting  up 
all  night  in  a  hospital  emergency  room 
with  parents  whose  teen-ager  was  in  an 
auto  accident? 

Or  offering  moral  leadership  and  build¬ 
ing  bridges  between  competing  groups  on 
issues  that  arise  in  the  community? 

Or  spending  hours  every  week  in 
meetings  with  laypeople  to  plan  every¬ 
thing  from  the  worship  services  to  the 
church’s  sponsorship  of  a  soup  kitchen  to 
provide  meals  for  jobless  people? 

Or  struggling  continuously  to  relate 
the  Scriptures  to  the  decisions  and  temp¬ 
tations  Christians  must  face  every  day  in 
the  “real  world.” 

Or  being  “on  call”  day  and  night  for  peo¬ 
ple — in  and  outside  the  church — who  need 
emergency  help  or  someone  to  talk  to  at  a 
time  of  emotional  or  spiritual  crisis? 

We  know  of  no  other  calling  on  which 
a  comparable  variety  of  intense  de¬ 
mands  are  made.  Considering  those  de¬ 
mands— and  the  relatively  modest 
salaries  most  ordained  ministers  re¬ 
ceive— competent,  conscientious  pas¬ 
tors  are  an  incredible  bargain. 

Every  congregation  should  take  a  hard 
look  at  the  salary  and  benefits  provided 
its  pastor(s).  Few  congregations  could  jus¬ 
tify  a  salary  of  $167,500,  and  few  pastors 
could  justify  accepting  such  a  salary. 

However,  many  congregations  could, 
and  should,  raise  their  level  of  compen¬ 
sation  so  their  pastors  can  provide  more 
adequately  for  the  needs  of  their  fam¬ 
ilies. 

Equally  important,  we  should  let  those 
who  serve  as  our  pastors  know  that  their 
work  is  recognized  and  valued  far  be¬ 
yond  what  the  salary  line  in  the  church 
budget  might  reflect. 


By  KEN  CROSSMAN 

What  will  it  take  to  wake  our  great 
church  up? 

“Catch  the  Spirit,”  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  weekly  cable  TV  show,  needs  to 
really  catch  on  in  our  minds  and  hearts! 

“  'Catch  the  Spirit’  faces  loss  of  major 
cable  outlet,”  the  headline  in  the  Report¬ 
er  said  (see  UMR,  Feb.  27). 

In  a  good  news /bad  news  report,  Rog¬ 
er  Burgess,  general  i 
secretary  of  United  J 
Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations,  said,  "Many 
annual  conferences  5 
are  working  to  se¬ 
cure  funds  for  net¬ 
work  costs.  We  are 
very  encouraged  I 
about  their  commit-  Ken  Crossman 
ment  and  activity,  but  we  need  to  be  fis¬ 
cally  responsible  at  this  time  and  not 
commit  funds  we  do  not  have.” 

In  the  January-March  issue  of  Pulpit 
Resource,  a  dramatic  illustration  begins 
on  Page  39.  In  my  opinion,  that  illustra¬ 
tion  speaks  to  where  we  are  as  United 
Methodists  today. 

‘Grow’  comes  from  ‘go’ 

It  says,  "History  bears  out  that  religion 
prospers  when  people  are  on  the  move. 

The  large  growth  of  the  church  in  the 
18th  and  19th  centuries  corresponded 
with  the  mission  emphasis  to  ‘go  into  all 
the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel.’  ” 

When  Hudson  Taylor  saw  the  possibili¬ 
ties  for  evangelism  in  China,  he  urgently 
asked  missionaries  to  come.  More  than 
2,000  responded,  raised  their  own  sup¬ 
port  and  joined  Taylor  in  China! 

In  America  and  Canada,  as  the  pio¬ 
neers  went  westward  and  opened  the 
frontiers,  the  church  was  at  its  strongest 
and  grew  rapidly. 

Today  as  denominational  groups  lose 
members  alarmingly  (about  6,500  a  year 
for  United  Methodists  in  the  United  States 
alone— the  one  denomination  that  was 
strongest  in  the  frontier  westward  move¬ 


ment),  it  might  be  well  to  look  for  new 
frontiers  in  the  modern  world  that  will 
once  again  link  "go”  and  “growth." 

I  believe  "Catch  the  Spirit”  has  been 
that  long-awaited  spark  that  we  have  so 
long  prayed,  yearned  and  worked  for  in 
our  denomination. 

The  program  is  God’s  special  instru¬ 
ment.  It  has  the  potential  to  wake  us  up, 
shake  us  out  of  our  lethargy  and  give  us  a 
new  vision  of  what  it  truly  means  to  "go 
into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel.” 

When  General  Conference  comes  in 
1988,  there  will  be  a  strong  and  creative 
appeal  to  all  of  United  Methodism  to 
broaden  and  deepen  the  impact  of 
"Catch  the  Spirit.” 

If  we  do  not  work  hard  now  to  support 
our  award-winning  program  and  concept 
before  our  current  audience,  how  can  we 
catch  a  larger  vision  for  the  future? 

Event  planned  at  Sea  World 

On  April  11  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  we  are 
hoping  to  have  as  many  as  10,000  United 
Methodists  at  our  special  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  day  at  Sea  World.  We  expect  26 
musical  groups  representing  local 
churches,  Bethune  Cookman  College  and 
Florida  Southern  College  to  perform. 

Cokesbury  is  to  have  a  huge  display  of 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  material  to  accommo¬ 
date  the  expected  30,000  total  visitors. 

An  airship  is  to  float  overhead  flashing 
electronically  the  "Catch  the  Spirit”  mes¬ 
sage.  A  helium-filled  balloon  similar  to 
the  one  in  our  new  ads  is  to  be  on  hand. 

At  least  10  different  United  Methodist- 
related  institutions  are  to  have  displays 
for  the  public. 

Two  special  “Catch  the  Spirit’VSea 
World  TV  commercials  were  produced 
by  our  St.  Paul  s  United  Methodist 
Church  TV  crew  in  conjunction  with  Sea 
World.  Those  plus  a  30-minute  promo¬ 
tional  broadcast  are  being  used  across 
the  state. 

Our  entire  national  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
TV  crew  is  to  be  on  hand  to  do  a  full 
show  about  the  day’s  celebration  of  fun. 


How  could  UMs  run  a  university  in  Africa? 


To  the  Editor: 

Upon  reading  the  report  by  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam,  titled  “Proposed  university 
in  Africa  offers  large  vision  for  mission, 
renewal  of  UMC,”  and  the  two  editorials 
above  that  story,  “What  next  at  SMU?” 
and  “Dishonesty  can’t  produce  integrity” 
(see  UMR,  March  13),  one  might  be  justi¬ 
fied  in  wondering: 

How  it  is  that  some  people  think  they 
can  run  a  university  10,000  miles  away 
when  they  can't  run  one  in  Dallas? 

This  observation  is  made  by  an  inno¬ 
cent  bystander  viewing  the  situation  as 
an  ominous  sign  of  our  times. 

Wallace  Webb 
Elgin,  Texas 

SMU  suggests  problems 

To  the  Editor 

Could  the  recruiting  violations  that  led 
to  the  suspension  of  Southern  Methodist 
University’s  football  program  be  the 
kind  of  thing  that  is  also  symptomatic  of 
the  spiritual  doldrums  and  evangelistic 
fervor  of  United  Methodism  at  large? 

That  is,  it  doesn’t  matter  how  you  play 
the  game  as  long  as  you  win. 

Billy  Joe  Cox 
Campbellsville,  Kentucky 

Articles  disturb  me 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  deeply  disturbed  by  two  articles 
in  the  March  6  issue  of  the  Reporter: 
“Model  adopted  for  UMs  to  study  homo¬ 
phobia”  and  “Vote  on  invitation  evenly 
splits  board.” 

I  believe  that  homosexuality  is  unnatu- 
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ral  and  that  it  is  condemned  from  Gene¬ 
sis  to  Jude.  I  fear  it  as  I  fear  anything 
that  separates  us  from  God. 

Sin  by  any  other  name  is  still  sin  and 
cannot  be  rationalized  away. 

Whether  we  perceive  the  emperor  as 
clothed  or  naked,  the  truth  is  that  the 
emperor  is  naked.  The  sinner  who  denies 
his  sin,  who  claims  to  know  God  but  by 
his  actions  denies  Him  is  in  peril. 

“For  if  the  trumpet  give  an  uncertain 
sound,  who  shall  prepare  himself  to  the 
battle?” 

Zoie  H.  Newsome 
Lubbock,  Texas 

I  am  appalled,  grieved 

To  the  Editor: 

A  month  ago,  I  joined  a  local  United 
Methodist  church  in  my  neighborhood 
from  another  denomination  because  it 
seemed  like  a  friendly  loving  church 
with  family-oriented  programs. 

A  week  after  joining,  I  was  talking 
with  a  Greek  Orthodox  friend,  and  he 
said,  “The  Methodists— aren’t  they  the 
ones  who’ve  ordained  a  homosexual  min¬ 
ister,  and  they’re  pretty  tolerant  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality  in  general?” 

I  said,  oh,  no,  surely  not.  He  must  be 
thinking  of  the  Episcopalians. 

Through  this  newspaper,  I  have 
learned  that  Methodists  do  tolerate  such 
things. 

I  further  note  in  the  March  6  issue  that  a 
commission  has  suggested  a  study  of  “ho¬ 
mophobia.”  An  essential  element  of  the 
study  was  for  participants  to  “have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  meet  gay  and  lesbian  United 
Methodists"  with  mention  of  an  opening 
“worship  service  led  by  lesbian  guests.” 

Are  the  United  Methodists  in  general 
unaware  of  what  the  Bible  has  to  say  on 
homosexuality?  Notably  Romans  1:26-27? 

To  say  I  am  appalled  and  grieved  at  the 
state  of  this  church  is  an  understatement. 

I  do  not  hate  homosexuals;  my  heart¬ 
felt  prayers  are  for  their  salvation,  that 
they  might  get  the  help  they  need  to  be 
set  free  of  this  bondage.  I  believe  God 
loves  sinners,  and  we  are  to  love  them. 

But  the  sin  is  to  be  hated  (Psalm  97:10), 
not  spinelessly  accepted,  or  worse,  en¬ 
thusiastically  embraced. 

Has  the  United  Methodist  Church  gone 
completely  mad? 

Nancy  Varelas 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Actions  drives  people  away 

To  the  Editor 

Your  paper  has  recently  run  several 
articles,  opinion  columns  and  editorials 
on  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  goal  of 
reversing  its  declining  membership  trend. 

Then  you  blithely  run  an  article  disclos¬ 
ing  that  the  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  has  approved 
for  distribution  a  model  suggesting  studies 
by  all  other  UMC  agencies  that  would  in¬ 
clude  “opening  worship  services  led  by  les¬ 
bian  guests”  (see  UMR,  March  6). 

The  commission  also  stated  that  such 
gatherings  would  give  presumably  mis¬ 
guided,  intolerant  and  prejudiced  ("ho¬ 
mophobic,”  I  believe  their  term  was) 
Christians  a  chance  to  be  enlightened  by 
mixing  socially  with  lesbians  and  their 
parents. 

I  find  that  so  incredible  that  it’s  al¬ 
most  ludicrous! 

Acceptance  by  our  church  and  its 
members  of  repentant  sinners  is  one  of 
its  hallmarks.  But  the  outright  flaunting 
of  unrepentant  sinners,  including  those 
whose  lifestyles  are  in  flagrant  violation 
of  Scripture,  should  never  be  the  prov¬ 
ince  of  major  commissions  and  boards 


within  the  church. 

What  is  the  matter  with  this  commis¬ 
sion?  What  is  the  matter  with  your  paper 
that  you  don’t  take  a  stand  against  that? 

What  is  the  matter  with  all  of  us  who 
call  ourselves  United  Methodists?  Can’t 
we  clearly  see  that  these  are  exactly  the 
kinds  of  actions  that  are  driving  United 
Methodists  away  from  our  church  by  the 
thousands? 

Charles  H.  Row  Jr. 
Maitland,  Florida 

Let’s  add  another  term 

To  the  Editor: 

While  coining  new  words  (see  UMR, 
March  6)  to  suit  our  fancies  and  deride 
our  foes  (“homophobia — the  irrational 
fear  of  homosexuality  ...”  and  “hetero- 
sexism”— anti-homosexual  feeling  and 
discrimination”),  let’s  add  another:  he¬ 
terophobia— hatred  of  the  normal. 

Edwin  S.  David 
Elmendorf  AFB,  Alaska 

Educator  does  disservice 

To  the  Editor: 

Why  must  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter 
promote  UM  liberal-arts  education  by 
denigrating  public  education  (see  UMR 
Feb.  27)? 

This  use  of  the  religious-secular  di¬ 
chotomy  is  both  anachronistic  and  coun¬ 
terproductive. 

With  increasing  percentages  of  stu¬ 
dents  choosing  education  in  public  insti¬ 
tutions,  we  need  to  be  as  concerned 
about  their  nurture  as  we  are  about  pro¬ 
viding  quality  church-related  liberal-arts 
education. 

Dr.  Trotter  does  a  disservice  to  those 
students,  faculty,  staff,  administrators 
and  campus  ministers  who  are  providing 
in  state  institutions  the  “context  of  nur¬ 
ture”  he  imagines  exists  only  in  church- 
related  schools. 

Students  are  departing  our  public 
campuses,  too,  to  be  nurturing  people  in 
the  church. 

As  a  higher  education  education  exec¬ 
utive,  Dr.  Trotter  owes  us  more  reflec¬ 
tive,  positive  and  accurate  rationales  for 
church-related  education. 

These  include  private  education’s 
strong  emphasis  on  the  liberal  arts  as 
preparation  for  living,  the  opportunity  to 
pursue  the  academic  study  of  religion 
and  the  church's  access,  however  limit¬ 
ed,  to  the  decision-making  processes  in 
its  affiliated  institutions. 

These  are  not  as  promotable,  appar¬ 
ently,  as  separating  the  virtuous  from 
the  heathen.  Perhaps  they  also  are  not  as 
true  as  previously. 

We  all  appreciate  Dr.  Trotter’s  dedica¬ 
tion  to  our  denomination’s  being  a  college- 
related  church  and  his  desire  to  see  more 


students  benefit  from  a  college  education. 

The  scholarship  program  he  promotes 
is  a  worthy  endeavor,  and  he  is  not 
wrong  in  advancing  the  merits  of  church- 
sponsored  education. 

But  the  church  would  be  better  served  if 
both  private  education  and  aid  for  students 
who  pursue  it  were  marketed  on  these 
merits  and  not  by  “trottering”  out  tired 
put-downs  of  the  valuable  public  sector. 
Robert  D.  Sayre 
Millersville,  Pennsylvania 

Where  was  meeting? 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  article  in  Feb.  20  is¬ 
sue,  “UM  evangelism  schools  report 
massive  turnouts”: 

There  is  a  Charleston,  W.Va.,  but  there 
is,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  no  such 
place  as  Charlestown. 

Where  was  the  meeting? 

We  West  Virginians  are  a  little  touchy 
about  these  things!  » T 

e  Warren  Napier 

Longmont,  Colorado 

Creed  words  have  meaning 

To  the  Editor: 

You  don’t  have  to  be  Korean  to  be  upset 
about  deletion  of  the  Korean  Creed  from 
the  proposed  United  Methodist  hymnal. 

When  I  look  at  the  creed,  I  see  refer¬ 
ences  to  “one  God,  Maker  and  Ruler  of  all 
things  . . .  source  of  all  goodness  and  beau¬ 
ty,  all  truth  and  love  . . .  Jesus  Christ,  God 
manifest  in  the  flesh,  our  teacher,  exam¬ 
ple  and  redeemer,  the  savior  of  the  world 
. . .  the  life  of  love  and  prayer  . . .  grace 
equal  to  every  need  ...  the  word  of  God 
contained  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
as  the  sufficient  rule  both  of  faith  and 
practice  ...  the  church  as  the  fellowship 

for  worship  and  for  service _ ” 

Those  are  pretty  meaningful— not  to 
mention  challenging — phrases.  And  not 
just  for  Koreans.  Or  even  just  for  United 
Methodists. 

Surely  words  such  as  savior,  love, 
prayer,  faith,  fellowship,  worship,  ser¬ 
vice  and  redeemer  should  say  more  to  us 
and  be  more  meaningful  to  us  than  the 
alleged  sexism  of  the  phrase  “the  father¬ 
hood  of  God.” 

Joseph  Benham 
Kingwood,  Texas 

Words  preoccupy  some 

To  the  Editor: 

As  I  read  the  Reporter  from  week  to 
week,  the  impression  is  very  strong  that, 
for  some,  the  elimination  of  sexist  lan¬ 
guage  is  the  prime  mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

It  would  be  sad  if  only  those  remain 
for  whom  inclusive  language  is  their  ex¬ 
clusive  gospel. 

Frank  Warden 
El  Paso,  Arkansas 


fellowship,  entertainment  and  witness. 

We  hope  to  raise  $37,500  in  one  day  for 
the  “Catch  the  Spirit”  ministry.  The  first 
$10,000  is  to  help  underwrite  the  broadcast 

Earlier  this  year  the  Miami  District  of 
the  Florida  conference  sponsored  a 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  boat  ride  to  raise 
funds  for  the  program. 

‘Most  exciting  thing  happening’ 

On  that  occasion  I  heard  Bishop  Earl  G. 
Hunt  Jr.  (Florida  Area)  say,  “  ‘Catch  the 
Spirit’  is  the  most  exciting  thing  happen¬ 
ing  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  today.” 

Have  other  conferences,  districts  and  lo¬ 
cal  churches  really  caught  that  vision  yet? 

Our  local  church  sent  a  quick  $145  to 
the  "Catch  the  Spirit”  television  series 
when  the  appeal  appeared  in  the  Report¬ 
er.  As  coordinator  of  the  Sea  World  event 
and  “Catch  the  Spirit”  leader  for  the 
Melbourne,  Deland,  Gainesville, 
Jacksonville  Cluster,  I’m  going  to  ask 
our  cluster  to  release  another  $1,000  to 
the  appeal,  if  it  will. 

Meanwhile  here  in  Florida,  Melbourne 
District  Supterindent  Jimmie  Crook  has 
been  100  percent  supportive  of  “Catch 
the  Spirit.”  Our  other  13  superintendents 
share  his  enthusiasm. 

Thirty  of  our  Melbourne  District  pas¬ 
tors  estimated  that  they  alone  would 
have  1,200  people  at  Sea  World. 

Our  Miami,  West  Palm,  Tampa  and  St. 
Petersburg  Districts  are  using  an  appor¬ 
tionment  formula  to  help  back  “Catch 


the  Spirit.” 

People  visiting  Florida  are  seeing 
more  and  more  “Catch  the  Spirit”  signs 
on  major  highways  as  they  enter  our 
state.  “Catch  the  Spirit”  is  really  catch¬ 
ing  on,  but  we  need  to  help  undergird  the 
special  now! 

Crew  impressive 

Do  you  know  what  impresses  me  most 
about  "Catch  the  Spirit"? 

First,  it  is  the  people  associated  with 
it:  Roger  Burgess,  Nelson  Price,  Bruno 
Collandro,  Brian  Brightly  (he  has  done 
an  outstanding  job  of  developing  “Catch 
the  Spirit”  in  Florida),  Keith  Muhleman, 
etc.  They  are  100  percent  committed  to 
the  concept. 

Second,  it  is  the  growing  segment  of 
people  who  understand  that  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  is  a  doorway  into  the  future  as  a 
bold,  exciting,  flexible,  sturdy,  consistent 
means  of  reaching  people  for  Jesus!  That 
is  the  business  we  need  to  be  about. 

"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Ken  Crossman 
is  pastor  of  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Melbourne,  Fla.  (Florida  Annu¬ 
al  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double.- 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "ffere 
I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


My  Witness 

Nurses  serve  God  by  working 
with  ailing  human  creations 


By  NELLIE  B.  MURRAY 
I  was  asked  one  morning  to  speak  on 
discipleship  in  nursing.  I  could  think  of 
no  other  vocation  that  gave  more  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  work,  live  and  enjoy  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  serving  the  Master. 

To  a  small  child,  the  glamour  of  nurs¬ 
ing  lies  in  the  white  I 
cap,  uniform  and  [ 
passing  pills.  But  I 
nursing  is  so  much  | 
more  than  that. 

Nurses  deal  with  I 
human  beings,  God’s  | 
creation  of  body, 
spirit  and  soul. 

When  the  body  is  Nellie  B.  Murray 
sick,  the  spirit  becomes  depressed.  De¬ 
pression  can  bring  on  physical  stress, 
and  the  mind  can  cause  psychosomatic 
illness. 

Illness  is  not  of  God.  It  is  the  work  of 
the  devil.  All  are  subject  to  it  with  the  fi¬ 
nal  result  being  death.  All  because  sin 
entered  the  world. 

Nurses  must  be  kind 

A  Christian  nurse  must  be  kind,  must 
be  humble,  must  see  the  inherent  good  in 
everybody. 

She  must  be  knowledgeable  and  skilled 
in  her  work.  She  must  be  alert  for  any 
emergency  and  at  all  times  remain  cool. 

A  Christian  nurse  is  privileged  to  be 
there  at  the  miracle  of  birth— a  new  life 
born  into  this  world.  She  is  there  at  the 
miracle  of  death,  when  the  spirit  leaves 
the  body  of  man. 

She  realizes  that  as  a  baby  has  an  exis¬ 
tence  before  being  thrust  into  this  world 
where  loving  hands  eagerly  lift  it  up,  so 
it  is  when  the  eyes  are  closed  in  death 
and  the  spirit  of  man  is  thrust  into  the 
loving  arms  of  Jesus. 

Her  patients  come  from  all  walks  of 
life,  all  the  way  from  the  president  to  the 
lowest  of  street  people. 

She  takes  care  of  the  lonely,  the  sad, 
the  forgotten  people,  the  poor,  and  the 
misfits— the  dopers,  the  prostitutes,  the 
alcoholics  and  the  abusers.  Many  of  them 
are  mentally  impaired,  and  many  of  her 
patients  have  lost  much  of  their  body 
control. 

Somebody  cares 

These  need  the  Christian  nurse  the 
most,  for  when  you  are  sick  and  alone, 
you  really  need  to  know  that  somebody 
truly  cares. 

To  those  who  cannot  lift  a  spoon  to 


feed  themselves,  the  nurse  becomes  the 
hands  that  keep  them  from  hunger  or 
give  the  water  to  quench  their  thirst. 

For  those  who  cannot  speak,  the  nurse 
becomes  the  anticipator  of  their  needs. 

For  those  who  cannot  walk,  the  nurse 
becomes  their  feet,  their  cane  or  their 
mobility. 

For  those  who  have  lost  their  body 
control,  the  nurse  becomes  the  maintain- 
er  of  their  dignity. 

For  the  depressed  and  the  hopeless, 
the  nurse  becomes  encouragement  and 
hope. 

For  those  who  are  mentally  impaired, 
the  nurse  becomes  a  re-director  of 
thought  patterns. 

A  nurse  is  sunshine  to  the  lonely  and 
comfort  to  the  bereaved.  To  the  misfits, 
the  nurse  is  reality,  and  the  nurse  strives 
to  show  them  a  better  way  of  life. 

Nurses  don’t  proselyte,  but  they  let  pa¬ 
tients  know  that  what  makes  you  differ¬ 
ent  is  Jesus  Christ  living  in  and  working 
through  you. 

By  word  and  deed  or  in  some  other 
way  (I  wear  a  small  lapel  cross  on  my 
uniform),  nurses  make  their  patients 
aware. 

To  a  Christian  patient,  that  makes  all 
the  difference  in  the  world  in  the  patient- 
nurse  relationship. 

Put  words  into  practice 

Immediately  she  has  confidence  in  you 
and  will  confide  many  of  her  problems. 
She  expects  you  to  put  into  practice 
those  words  of  Jesus:  “Whatsoever  you 
would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  you 
even  so  unto  them.” 

A  Christian  nurse  will  start  her  day 
with  prayer  and  will  whisper  many  a 
prayer  throughout  her  day.  She  will  de¬ 
rive  much  joy  and  satisfaction  in  her  job. 

She  will  not  only  have  washed  feet  but 
also  all  the  covered  parts.  She  will  be  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Diamond  Rule,  “And  what 
does  the  Lord  require  of  you,  O  man,  but 
to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to 
walk  humbly  with  thy  God.” 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Nellie  B.  Murray  is  a  member  of 
West  Side  United  Methodist  Church  in 
McKeesport,  Pa.  (Western  Pennsylvania 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275.  ' 


Contest:  How  can  adults  share  faith? 


Do  young  people  have  advice  that 
could  help  adults  pass  on  the  Christian 
faith  in  a  vital  way? 

We  at  the  Reporter  want  to  know. 

We  invite  young  people  across  the 
church  to  offer  suggestions. 

Specifically,  we  invite  youths  and 
young  adults,  ages  22  and  under,  to  write 
brief  essays  (a  maximum  of  one  typed, 
double-spaced  page  or  two  pages  if  neat¬ 
ly  handwritten)  offering  their  visions  and 
recommendations  for  the  church’s  minis¬ 
try  to  young  people. 

We  will  publish  a  group  of  the  best  es¬ 
says  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Reporter. 


The  essays  will  be  divided  according  to 
age:  junior  high,  senior  high  and  college. 
They  will  be  evaluated  in  terms  of  origi¬ 
nality,  clarity  and  helpfulness  to  thosie 
involved  in  the  church’s  ministry  tp 
youth. 

Each  person  whose  essay  is  published 
will  receive  an  attractive  “People  Pin.” 
It  symbolizes  our  church’s  oneness  in  Jp- 
sus  Christ  in  the  midst  our  racial  and 
ethnic  diversity. 

Essays  should  be  sent  to  Youth,  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Bo* 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275,  and 
postmarked  no  later  than  April  3. 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a 
simple- to-prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your 
own  church  s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  covert 
age  on  the  inside  pages  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its 
preparation  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter  And' 
many  report  that  a  Reporter  edition  “more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased 
congregational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  R.  Bailey 

P.O.  Bo*  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275  : 

_ Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 
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Mission  evangelism  idea  draws  positive  responses 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

The  top  executive  of  the  unofficial  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  for  United  Methodists  said  last  week  he  was 
“very  pleased  and  very  heartened”  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  proposal  to  create  a 
new  evangelization  unit  (see  UMR,  March  20). 

The  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin  reflected  the  almost 
wholly  positive  response  of  church  leaders  con¬ 
tacted  by  the  Reporter  to  the  mission  board’s  ac¬ 
tion. 

"Anything  that  promotes  the  furthering  of 
evangelism  is  a  positive  sign,”  Mr.  Maclin  said. 

The  Global  Ministries  decision  may  be  partly  a 
response  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  Mission  Soci- 
.  ety,  Mr.  Maclin  said.  His  agency  has  “affirmed” 
27  missionaries  and  placed  more  than  half  of 
.  those  in  service  since  it  was  formed  in  1983. 

But,  Mr.  Maclin  said,  action  by  the  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  mandating  evangelism  as  part 
of  Global  Ministries’  emphasis  was  probably  the 
•most  important  factor. 

He  cited  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  call¬ 
ing  for  dialogues  involving  representatives  of 
the  mission  board,  the  Council  of  Bishops  and 
the  Mission  Society.  The  resolution  reads  in  part: 


“We  support  the  BGM  as  the  sole  sending 
agency  of  the  missionaries  and  disapprove  the 
organization  of  another  sending  agency  in  com¬ 
petition  with  it.  However,  in  fairness  to  the  con¬ 
cerns  for  those  who  feel  the  necessity  for  a 
second  agency,  we  urge  that  measures  be  taken 
to  assure  our  people  that  evangelization  and 
evangelism  are  a  vital  part  of  the  philosophy 
and  practice  of  mission  by  the  board  and  that  its 
staff  is  committed  to  Wesleyan  theology.” 

Patience  needed 

Mr.  Maclin  warned  against  unrealistic  expec¬ 
tations  that  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
would  “change  overnight.”  However,  he  said  he 
sees  signs  that  the  board  has  been  changing 
slowly  over  a  long  period  toward  more  emphasis 
on  evangelism. 

“It’s  like  being  on  a  big  ship  at  sea  that’s  turn¬ 
ing  around,”  Mr.  Maclin  said.  “We  sometimes 
don’t  even  notice  it’s  changing  direction  until 
we’re  able  to  look  back  on  what  was  happening.” 

The  Rev.  James  Heidinger  of  Wilmore,  Ky.,  a 
member  of  the  unofficial  Good  News  caucus 
that  recently  called  for  the  resignation  of  Global 
Ministries’  top  staff  members,  said  he  was  “en¬ 


couraged”  by  the  board's  action. 

“We  see  the  possibility  for  opening  up  a  new 
day  in  the  board  and  the  church,”  Mr.  Heidinger 
said.  "Maybe  this  was  a  pivotal  action  indicating 
the  board  senses  the  church  is  calling  it  to  an 
evangelistic  thrust.” 

Action  welcomed 

Another  member  of  the  Good  News  board  of 
directors,  the  Rev.  Paul  Morell,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Carrollton,  Texas, 
said  he  “welcomed”  the  board's  proposal.  Like 
Mr.  Heidinger,  he  said  he  saw  in  it  the  possibility 
for  a  “new  day.” 

“I’m  optimistic,”  said  Mr.  Morell,  a  Mission 
Society  representative  in  the  dialogue  with  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  and  the  bishops.  “I’m  praying  the 
new  day  will  include  a  renewed  emphasis  on 
evangelism,  church  planting  and  the  carrying  of 
the  Gospel  to  groups  that  have  never  really  been 
confronted  by  it.” 

Mr.  Morell  said  he  hoped  the  board’s  proposal 
would  open  "channels  where  evangelicals  will 
have  a  protected  avenue  for  practicing  our  skills 
alongside  others  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

Helen  Rhea  Coppedge  of  Fort  Valley,  Ga., 


president  of  Good  News  and  a  Global  Ministries 
director,  said  she  had  “no  reservations  at  all” 
about  the  proposal. 

“The  potential  for  what  it  can  do  for  the 
church  and  the  board  is  enormous,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Coppedge  said  she  sensed  in  the  Rev.  Ran¬ 
dolph  Nugent,  the  board’s  chief  executive,  and  oth¬ 
er  staff  leaders  “a  genuine  concern  about  this 
issue,  both  for  unity  in  the  church  and  for  bringing 
intentionality  by  the  board  regarding  evangelism.” 

“I  don’t  know  anything  else  to  attribute  it  to 
than  the  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit,”  Ms.  Cop¬ 
pedge  said. 

New  spirit  noted 

Carolyn  Marshall  of  Veedersburg,  Ind.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  said,  “In  6  Vt  years  on  the  board,  I’ve  never 
felt  a  comparable  spirit  of  having  worked 
through  and  putting  into  words  a  real  deep  com¬ 
mitment  to  an  evangelism  thrust.” 

Ms.  Marshall  said  she  hoped  the  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  action  would  signal  the  possibility  of  a 
working  relationship  with  the  unofficial  Mission 
Society. 

“The  goals  of  the  board  and  the  Mission  Soci¬ 


ety  are  not  diametrically  opposed,”  she  said. 
“We  have  different  ways  of  phrasing  things,  but 
the  gulf  has  appeared  to  be  wider  than  it  really 

is.” 

Peggy  Billings,  top  executive  for  the  board's 
World  Program  Division,  said,  "We  simply  have 
to  have  a  breakthrough”  in  efforts  to  overcome 
disunity  in  the  church  over  the  issue  of  mission 
evangelism. 

“Our  prayer  and  hope  is  that  the  action  the 
board  has  taken  will  lead  in  that  direction,”  Ms 
Billings  said. 

Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey  (Louisville,  Ky.,  Area) 
declined  to  comment.  He  said  that  as  a  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  the  three-way 
dialogue  with  Global  Ministries  and  the  Mission 
Society,  he  was  “reticent”  about  speaking  out  on 
the  board’s  action  before  the  dialogue  members 
had  a  chance  to  discuss  it. 

Max  Beilor,  a  board  director  from  Sierra  Le¬ 
one,  couldn’t  restrain  his  positive  feelings.  Im¬ 
mediately  following  the  board’s  vote  on  the 
evangelism  proposal,  Mr.  Beilor  said,  “My  faith 
in  the  board  has  increased  1,000  fold  ...  I  feared 
going  back  to  Africa  confused.  But  not  now.  I  be¬ 
lieve  we  are  moving  in  the  right  direction.” 


Governance  system 
being  changed  at  SMU 


United  Methodist  laywoman  and  professional  dancer  Marcia  Menefee  (left)  rehearses  with  members  of  The  Vine 
Dance  Theatre  for  the  premiere  of  a  dance  based  on  the  UM  bishops’  pastoral  letter  on  nuclear  disarmament.  The 
liturgical  dance  company  first  performed  the  piece,  titled  “In  Defense  of  Creation,”  March  22  at  Stratford  (Conn.) 
United  Methodist  Church.  Ms.  Menefee  choreographed  the  seven-minute  dance. 

Choreographer  bases  new  dance 
on  UM  bishops’  pastoral  letter 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity’s  scandal-tainted  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  was  abolished  March  20  by  the 
school’s  71-member  Board  of  Trustees  as 
a  prelude  to  a  major  revision  of  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  system  of  governance. 

The  21-member  Board  of  Governors 
had  come  under  fire  following  the  reve¬ 
lations  in  early  March  by  a  former  chair¬ 
man— Texas  Gov.  William  Clements— 
that  some  of  its  members  had  approved 
continuing  improper  cash  payments  to 
student  athletes. 

The  Board  of  Governors  was  replaced 
by  a  12-member  interim  executive  com¬ 
mittee  headed  by  Dallas  oilman  Ray  L 
Runt.  The  Board  of  Trustees  must  ratify 
any  actions  taken  by  the  interim  panel. 

5  changes  recommended 

The  interim  committee  is  to  serve  until 
a  new  governing  structure  for  SMU  is  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  May  8. 

A  March  20  report  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  from  a  special  Governance 
Committee  made  five  recommendations 
for  that  new  governing  structure: 

•  A  more  diverse,  41-member  Board  of 
Trustees  that  meets  six  times  a  year  in¬ 
stead  of  two.  The  board  is  to  include  at 
least  21  United  Methodist  members  and 
voting  members  frbm  the  faculty,  stu¬ 
dent  body  and  alumni. 

•A  permanent,  14-member  executive 
committee  elected  from  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  The  executive  committee 
would  not  have  the  authority  to  set  poli- 
'cy  but  could  act  for  the  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees  between  meetings. 

•A  stronger  role  for  the  university’s 
president  in  conducting  day-to-day  oper¬ 
ations. 

•A  limit  of  two  four-year  terms  for 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  so 
.that  one-fourth  would  rotate  off  every 
,two  years.  Officers  would  be  limited  to 
,of  two  two-year  terms. 

•A  separate  75-member  University 
Board,  including  major  financial  contrib¬ 
utors  and  other  supporters  of  the  school, 
that  would  serve  as  an  “oversight”  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

“We  are  seeking  ultimately  to  invest  the 
power  of  the  university  in  the  Board  of 
Trustees,”  said  the  Rev.  Leighton  Farrell, 
chairman  of  the  Governance  Committee. 

Trustees  are  to  be  elected  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  which  owns  the  school,  the  March  20 
report  says.  Twenty-two  members  are  to 
be  nominated  by  the  trustees  themselves. 

Each  of  the  jurisdiction’s,  10  bishops 
are  to  name  one  trustee.  Five  are  to  be 
nominated  from  different  parts  of  the 
university  community,  and  four  are  to  be 
United  Methodist  bishops  from  within 
the  jurisdiction. 

Dr.  Farrell  said  SMU  is  seeking  input 


from  students,  faculty,  administration, 
alumni  and  leaders  and  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  help  deter¬ 
mine  what  shape  the  new  governance 
structure  ultimately  will  take. 

New  structure  sought 

Representatives  of  those  constituencies 
have  been  calling  for  reorganization  of 
the  university’s  leadership  since  the  scan¬ 
dal’s  focus  shifted  from  football  boosters 
to  the  SMU  boardroom  in  early  March. 

Mr.  Clements  originally  said  that  “at 
least  half”  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
was  familiar  with  details  of  the  improp¬ 
er  payments  to  football  players.  Those 
payments  led  in  February  to  the  Nation¬ 
al  Collegiate  Athletic  Association  “death 
penalty”  for  the  gridiron  program. 

Three  men  who  were  members  of  the 
now-abolished  Board  of  Governors  have 
been  frequently  named  as  being  involved 
in  the  decision  along  with  Mr.  Clements— 
Edwin  L.  Cox,  O.  Paul  Corley  and  Robert 
Folsom.  Each  has  denied  involvement. 

Robert  H.  Stewart  HI,  former  Board  of 
Governors  chairman;  Dr.  L.  Donald 
Shields,  former  SMU  president;  Bob  Hitch, 
former  athletic  director;  and  John  McEl- 
haney,  an  attorney,  also  have  been  named. 

During  the  interim  period,  Mr.  Cox  re¬ 
mains  as  chairman  of  the  larger  Board 
of  Trustees.  Both  Mr.  Corley  and  Mr. 
Folsom  also  continue  as  trustees. 

An  investigating  committee  of  bish¬ 
ops,  headed  by  Bishop  Louis  Schowen- 
gerdt  (Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico 
Area)  is  trying  to  determine  which  of 
SMU’s  leaders  were  and  were  not  in¬ 
volved  in  the  scandal. 


Members  expected  to  change 

Dr.  Farrell,  pastor  of  Highland  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  indi¬ 
cated  that  he  does  not  expect  the  senior 
members  currently  serving  on  the  Board 
of  Trustees  to  continue  as  new  members 
following  final  restructuring.  As  many 
as  many  as  30  current  members  could  be 
eliminated  in  that  process. 

Mr.  Cox,  an  SMU  trustee  since  1968 
and  a  former  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Governors,  expressed  a  willingness  to 
step  aside. 

“I  wholeheartedly  endorse  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  this  committee  and  offer 
my  complete  and  undivided  support  for 
the  interim  executive  committee  and  its 
chairman,”  he  said  in  a  statement  March 
20.  “The  recommendations  outlined  offer 
an  orderly  approach  to  a  change  in  lead¬ 
ership,  and  I’ll  do  whatever  I  can  to  as¬ 
sist  in  that  transition.” 

William  Hutchison,  who  succeeded  Mr. 
Clements  as  Board  of  Governors  chairman 
in  January,  asked  that  he  not  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  a  member  of  the  new  committee 
"in  order  to  clear  the  way  for  the  new 
leadership  so  that  it  can  achieve  its  goals 
and  reunite  all  factions  of  the  university.” 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Professional  dancer  Marcia  Menefee, 
24,  has  taken  the  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops’  pastoral  letter  on  nuclear  disarma¬ 
ment  and  choreographed  it  into  a 
seven-minute  modern  dance  number. 

Entitled  “In  Defense  of  Creation,”  the 
dance  made  its  debut  March  22  at  the 
Stratford  (Conn.)  United  Methodist 
Church. 

“I’ve  read  the  letter  from  the  pulpit, 
and  we’ve  studied  it  in  small  groups,  but 
this  is  one  more  attempt  to  get  the  mes¬ 
sage  across  to  our  people,”  said  the  Rev. 
Donald  Kirkham,  pastor  of  the  church. 

For  United  Methodists  and  others  who 
haven’t  plowed  through  the  entire  35,000- 
word  document,  Ms.  Menefee’s  artistic 
interpretation  is  simple:  “God’s  gift  of 
peace  awaits  us  if  ...  we  are  willing  to 
recognize  that  world  peace  begins  with 
inner  peace.” 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON — The  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  voted  at  its  Spring 
meeting  March  19-22  to  endorse  a  boy¬ 
cott  of  non-union  California  table 
grapes— but  with  two  big  “ifs.” 

•IF  either  of  California’s  two  annual 
conferences  (California-Pacific  and  Cali- 
fornia-Nevada)  calls  for  a  selective  boy¬ 
cott  of  a  major  non-union  table  grape 
grower  by  Oct.  7,  the  board  then  would 
automatically  endorse  a  similar  selec¬ 
tive  boycott. 

•IF  progress  is  not  made  toward  re¬ 
solving  differences  between  the  United 
Farm  Workers  and  California  table 
grape  growers  by  Oct.  15,  the  board  then 
would  endorse  a  general  boycott  of  non¬ 
union  California  table  grapes. 

The  vote  for  conditional  endorsement 
of  a  boycott  did  not  come  quickly  or  easi¬ 
ly.  The  social-action  board  had  rejected 
at  least  two  other  table  grape  boycott 
proposals  since  1985. 

And  it  was  a  divided  Department  of 
Social  and  Economic  Issues  that  first 
recommended  “no  boycott”  to  this  meet¬ 
ing  but  changed  its  recommendation  at 
the  last  minute  when  no  alternatives  to 
boycott  seemed  feasible. 

Proposal  rejected  at  first 

Even  then,  the  department’s  recom¬ 
mendation  for  immediate  endorsement 
of  a  general  boycott  was  rejected  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  a  substitute  motion  for  conditional 
endorsement.  It  eventually  passed  by  a 
substantial  majority. 

The  boycott  vote  was  made  over  ob- 


The  four  dancers  in  the  piece  are  all 
members  of  The  Vine  Dance  Theatre — a 
Christian  dance  company  sponsored  by 
the  Foundation  for  Religion  and  the  Arts 
in  New  York.  That’s  a  non-profit  ecu¬ 
menical  group  that  sponsors  liturgical 
art  performances  for  churches  and  reli¬ 
gious  groups. 

An  abrupt  message  from  the  dancers 
sets  the  tone  for  the  piece:  “We  dance  in 
defense  of  creation,”  they  state  in  uni¬ 
son. 

Short  passages  from  the  bishops’  letter 
are  heard  as  the  dancers  appear  en¬ 
grossed  in  newspapers— calloused  about 
what’s  happening  in  the  world,  Ms.  Men¬ 
efee  explains. 

Then,  as  the  beat  of  the  music  picks 
up,  she  said,  the  dancers  transform  the 
mood  with  a  “joyous  feeling  about  inner 
peace  and  the  possibility  of  a  world 
peace." 

Set  to  the  jazz  song,  "The  Creator  Has 


jections  by  Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly 
(San  Francisco  Area),  a  board  member 

Hoping  the  board  wouldn’t  vote  a  boy¬ 
cott  “at  this  time,”  Bishop  Kelly  cited  ef¬ 
forts  by  the  Califomia-Nevada  conference, 
which  she  heads,  to  promote  dialogue  be¬ 
tween  the  union  and  the  grape-growers. 

Other  board  members  expressed  con¬ 
cern  that  the  board  did  not  have  ade¬ 
quate  “hard  data”  with  which  to  assess 
actual  conditions  of  California  grape 
workers  or  the  likely  effect  of  a  boycott 
on  innocent  small  growers,  including 
some  United  Methodists. 

And  the  Rev.  Esdras  Rodriguez-Diaz,  a 
board  member  from  Newburgh,  N.Y., 
strongly  objected  to  a  more  limited  boy¬ 
cott,  saying  that  it  would  be  “like  pinch¬ 
ing  an  elephant.” 

“The  elephant  won’t  even  notice  what 
we're  doing,"  Mr.  Rodriquez-Diaz  said. 
"I  don’t  just  want  to  pinch  the  elephant.  I 
want  to  move  it!” 

Board  member  James  Hunter  of  Spar¬ 
tanburg,  S.C.,  may  have  carried  the  day, 
however,  when  he  responded: 

‘It’s  where  you  pinch’ 

“It’s  where  you  pinch  the  elephant  that 
matters,”  he  said,  producing  gales  of 
laughter.  Mr.  Hunter  then  cited  the  se¬ 
lective  boycott  of  J.  P.  Stevens  Corp.  and 
its  effectiveness  in  improving  conditions 
for  textile  workers. 

After  the  decisive  vote  was  taken, 
Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove  (West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Area)  acknowledged  the  struggle 
that  the  grape  boycott  issue  had  caused 
the  board  for  several  years. 

“I’ve  had  more  mail  on  this  issue  than 
on  any  other  since  I’ve  been  president  of 


A  Master  Plan,”  the  interpretive  dance 
is  part  of  a  complete  repertory  of  liturgi¬ 
cal  dance  pieces  performed  by  the  com¬ 
pany. 

Others  include:  “American  Folk 
Suite”  a  12-minute  dance  based  on  five 
American  folk  hymns;  “The  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan,”  a  five-minute  tap  dance  ser¬ 
mon  retelling  the  famous  Bible  story; 
and  “The  Good  Creation,”  a  seven-min¬ 
ute  children’s  sermon  focusing  on  the 
sights  and  sounds  of  God  creating  the 
world. 

“Everyone  expresses  faith  in  different 
ways,”  Ms.  Menefee  said.  “I  express  my¬ 
self  best  through  dance.” 

Ms.  Menefee  is  a  lifelong  United  Meth¬ 
odist  from  Adrian,  Mo.,  and  is  a  full-time 
dancer  with  the  Murray  Louis  Dance  Co. 
in  New  York. 

She  said  she  works  performances  for 
the  The  Vine  Dance  Theatre  into  her 
spare  time. 


the  board,"  Bishop  Grove  said. 

A  measure  of  the  deep  concern  for 
what  the  board  might  do  among  some 
California  United  Methodists  could  be 
seen  in  the  presence  at  the  board  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Woodworth. 

Mr.  Woodworth  of  Turlock,  Calif.,  came 
to  the  meeting  at  his  own  expense  to  plead 
for  a  balanced  presentation  of  the  issues. 

One-sidedness  hurting  church 

“What’s  hurting  us  Californians  on  this 
issue  is  the  notable  one-sidedness  in  both 
church  and  government  that  victimizes 
those  workers  and  farmers  who  so  desper¬ 
ately  need  peace  and  reconciliation,”  Mr. 
Woodworth  said  in  a  letter  to  the  board. 

In  that  connection,  Mr.  Woodworth 
called  “disturbing”  his  finding  that  the 
Rev.  George  Ogle,  the  board  staff  mem¬ 
ber  who  has  been  primarily  involved  with 
the  grape  boycott  issue,  co-wrote  the  boy¬ 
cott  proposal  adopted  by  the  National 
Farm  Worker  Ministry  Board  in  1984. 

Mr.  Woodworth  said  “this  brings  into 
question  Dr.  Ogle’s  objectivity”  as  the 
key  channel  of  information  to  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 

Following  the  boycott  vote,  however, 
board  members  applauded  Dr.  Ogle  for 
his  competence  and  diligence  in  keeping 
the  issue  before  the  board. 

The  board’s  boycott  endorsement  is 
not  binding  on  other  United  Methodist 
agencies,  congregations  or  church  mem¬ 
bers.  Only  the  General  Conference  has 
the  right  to  take  official  positions  that 
speak  for  the  denomination. 

Additional  reports  from  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  meeting 
will  appear  next  week. 


UM  commission 
to  restructure 
draft  on  mission 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— The  task  of  writing  a 
mission  statement  to  guide  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  and  denominational 
agencies  didn’t  get  any  easier  last  week. 

With  just  over  eight  months  left  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  final  document,  the  Commission 
on  the  Mission  of  the  Church  decided  at 
its  March  19-21  meeting  to  do  an  exten¬ 
sive  “restructuring”  of  its  work  so  far. 

Commission  member  James  Logan  of 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in  Wash¬ 
ington  said  the  16-page  document  the 
commission  produced  after  three  years 
of  work  “had  the  beads  but  no  string  (no 
satisfactory  theological  framework)  to 
hold  them  together.” 

As  a  result,  the  commission  instructed 
its  writing  team  to  come  up  with  a  new 
draft  for  consideration  at  a  special  meet¬ 
ing  in  August. 

The  mood  of  those  writing  the  state¬ 
ment  mandated  by  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference  wasn’t  helped  by  being 
“scooped”  the  week  before  by  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  board  unveiled  its  own  mission 
statement,  originally  adopted  in  October, 
at  the  global  missions  gathering  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.  (see  UMR,  Oct.  31  and  March  20). 

Concern,  resentment  expressed 

Many  commission  members  expressed 
concern  and  even  resentment  that  the 
board’s  widely  publicized  release  of  its 
own  “theology  of  mission”  would  cause 
confusion  about  the  need  for  or  purpose 
of  two  separate  mission  statements. 

Bishop  Emerson  Colaw  (Minnesota 
Area),  chairman  of  the  mission  commis¬ 
sion,  emphasized  the  “primacy”  of  his 
group’s  yet-to-be  completed  document. 

“The  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  state¬ 
ment  is  an  ‘in-house’  document,"  Bishop 
Colaw  said.  “One  statement  comes  from 
one  arm  of  the  church  (the  board).  The 
other  (the  commission’s)  is  intended  to  go 
to  the  whole  church.” 

Commission  member  Blaine  Taylor  of 
Centerville,  Mass.,  said  that  the  “timing” 
of  the  board’s  action  “has  caused  some 
confusion”  but  that  he  basically  affirmed 
its  efforts. 

However,  another  commission  mem¬ 
ber,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Langford  of  Duke 
Divinity  School,  strongly  disagreed.  Dr. 
Langford  said  he  “deeply,  deeply  resent¬ 
ed"  the  mission  board’s  action. 

“I  think  it’s  an  act  of  bad  faith  on  the 
part  of  the  board,”  Dr.  Langford  said. 

He  was  joined  by  the  Rev.  E.  Ray 
Throckmorton  of  Maysville,  Ky.  “I  don’t 
appreciate  what  they’ve  done,’’  Mr. 
Throckmorton  said. 

Noting  that  “the  milk’s  been  spilled”  and 
that  “it  wouldn’t  be  helpful”  to  go  to  next 
spring’s  General  Conference  in  conflict 
over  the  two  statements,  Mr.  Taylor  said 
he  hoped  the  matter  could  be  laid  to  rest.  ; 

Draft  reworking  needed 

Of  more  immediate  concern  to  thp 
commission  was  doing  an  extensive  re¬ 
working  of  its  present  draft  statement. 
Members  generally  acknowledged  thqi 
the  document  was  unsatisfactory. 

That  negative  assessment  became  even 
clearer  after  commission  members  re¬ 
viewed  some  39  critiques  of  the  draft  by 
bishops,  seminary  professors  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries; 

While  some  of  the  critiques  affirmed 
much  of  the  draft,  others  called  it  “vague, 
lacking  in  prophetic  force"  and  “proper 
but  uninspiring  . . .  too  much  like  a  survey 
and  not  a  call  to  mission."  One  retired 
bishop  gave  the  draft  a  “C  minus.”  * 

"We  may  find  ourselves  in  very  deep 
hot  water,”  Dr.  Langford  said  of  the  de¬ 
cision  to  re-structure  the  draft  in  the 
face  of  a  December  deadline.  “It’s  rather 
rare  to  be  at  this  point  and  to  do  such 
risk-taking,"  he  said. 

Dr.  Logan  expressed  confidence  that,  by 
identifying  a  unifying  "theology  of  grace'’ 
as  the  framework  for  the  statement,  thfc 
group  was  now  on  the  right  track. 

The  re-structuring,  he  said,  will  “lift 
up  the  vision  of  grace  that  we  see  in  Jd- 
sus  Christ  as  the  norm  for  mission  that 
we  are  invited  to  join.” 

Included  in  the  24-member  commis¬ 
sion’s  mandate  is  clarification  of  the  role 
of  the  local  congregation  in  mission  and 
providing  practical  suggestions  for  how 
congregations  can  be  in  mission. 

If  approved  by  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference,  all  or  parts  of  the  mission  state¬ 
ment  could  be  included  in  the  next  edition 
of  the  church’s  Book  of  Discipline,  the 
collection  of  denominational  laws. 
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By  George  E.  Morris  and  H.  Eddie  fox 
Lay  people  and  clergy  will  find  here 
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to  spread  the  gospel,  and  practical 
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—  Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke 
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ministries  of  evangelism  In  the  local  church  and  beyond.  Its  balance  of 
emphasis  on  theory  and  practice  Is  bound  to  help.  -Dr.  Albert  C.  Outler 
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2  big  ‘ifs’ 

Table-grape  boycott  gets  conditional  approval 
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UM  Women 
to  write  notes 
against  rebels 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— United  Methodist 
Women  are  setting  out  to  prove  the  pen 
is  mightier  than  the  sword  through  a 
“Call  to  Congress  to  Investigate  the  Con¬ 
tras.” 

The  Women’s  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  issued  that 
call  at  its  spring  meeting  March  6-12. 

Division  president  Carolyn  Marshall  of 
Veedersburg,  Ind.,  told  the’ Reporter  that 
all  local  United  Methodist  Women's  units 
would  be  asked  to  contact  their  federal 
legislators  and  urge  a  “thorough,  vigor¬ 
ous  congressional  investigation  of  the 
contra  leadership  and  their  supporters.” 

“United  Methodist  Women  have  al¬ 
ways  addressed  current  issues  under  our 
program  area  of  Christian  Social  Con¬ 
cerns,”  Ms.  Marshall  said.  “We  expect  to 
communicate  our  plan  of  action  at  our 
regional  schools  of  mission  this  spring 
and  to  UMW  officers  in  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences.” 

The  Women’s  Division  also  voted  to 
contribute  $10,000  to  Christie  Institute. 
That  interfaith  public  law  firm  has  filed 
a  suit  linking  former  National  Security 
Council  aide  Oliver  North  to  a  “secret 
team”  of  individuals  supplying  arms  to 
Nicaraguan  rebels  and  smuggling  co¬ 
caine. 

The  money  is  to  support  the  institute’s 
lawsuit. 

Besides  Women’s  Division,  some  50  re¬ 
ligious  and  social-action  groups  are  re- 
portedly  supporting  this  project. 

In  related  action,  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  adopted  a  resolution  supporting  the 
Lenten  Witness  for  Peace  and  Justice  in 
Central  America  in  Washington  March 
25. 

Division  directors  and  staff,  as  well  as 
representatives  of  Global  Ministries’  Na¬ 
tional  and  World  program  divisions, 
were  to  participate  in  the  program. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Poster  award  surprises  artist 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — Before  68-year- 
old  William  M.  Murchison  of  Austin, 
Texas,  received  the  letter  saying  he 
was  a  winner  in  the  1987  Global  Gath¬ 
ering  poster  contest,  he  did  not  believe 
his  painting  had  artistic  merit. 

“I  just  showed  it  to  my  wife  after  I 
finished  it,  and  since  she  said  it  was 
good,  I  mailed  it  in,”  Mr.  Murchison 
said. 

“Then  I  was  reading  the  Reporter  one 
day  and  saw  the  picture  showing  the 
great  response  for  the  poster/ banner 
contest.  I  knew  then  I  wouldn't  have  a 
chance  at  first  place.” 

But  Mr.  Murchison  won  top  honors  in 
the  adult  poster  category  of  the  contest 
sponsored  by  “New  World  Outlook,"  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
magazine. 

His  poster  was  one  of  87  entries 
from  25  states  and  33  annual  confer¬ 
ences  judged  by  the  Global  Ministries 
staff.  Banners  were  also  judged. 

Winners  in  other  poster  categories 
were: 

Children  (through  age  12)— “Reach¬ 
ing  Out  to  Others,”  first  and  second 
grade  Sunday-school  class,  (Pat 
Blocker,  teacher),  Burk’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  Hixson,  Tenn. 

Youths  (ages  13-18)— “Rejoice,  for 
God  Made  Man  in  His  Own  Image,” 
junior  high  Sunday  school,  Carteret 
Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
Beaufort,  S.C. 

Other  categories  included  children 
(through  age  12)  and  youths  (ages  12- 
18).  Banners  were  also  submitted  in 
each  of  the  three  categories. 

Winners  in  the  three  banners  cate¬ 
gories  were: 

Adult— “God’s  Mission— Ours  to 
Share,”  Jacqueline  L.  Eckhoff,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Holden,  Mo. 

Children  (through  age  12)— “God  is 
the  Anchor  of  the  World’s  Children,” 
fifth  and  sixth  grade  Sunday-school 
class.  Preemption  United  Methodist 
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REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— William  M.  Murchison  of  Austin,  Texas,  stands 
beside  his  blue-ribbon-winning  poster  at  the  global  mission  gathering. 
His  entry  took  first  place  in  the  adult  category  of  the  poster  competition. 


Church,  Milan,  Ill. 

Youths  (ages  13-18)— “Proverbs 
3:16-18,"  United  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship,  Mount  Jewett  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Mount  Jewett,  Pa. 

The  six  winners  each  received  $100 
prizes.  All  participants  received  certifi¬ 
cates  of  commendation.  Outstanding 
creations  were  hung  at  the  entrance  of 
the  exhibit  hall  in  an  artistic  tribute  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Murchison,  a  retired  Internal 
Revenue  Service  field  representative,  is 
a  member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Austin.  He  chairs  the  congre¬ 
gation’s  work  area  on  missions. 

He  said  he  donated  his  cash  prize  to 
his  local  church  for  future  mission 
programs. 

“T  don’t  care  about  the  money,"  Mr. 


Murchison  said.  “The  church  can  keep 
that.  I’m  just  excited  to  be  here.” 

Mr.  Murchison  explained  that  the 
theme  for  the  poster,  “The  Global 
Church  in  Joyful  Mission,”  came  to 
him  when  he  began  thinking  about  the 
joy  received  in  doing  global  missions. 

“My  pastor,  Jack  Heacock,  always 
talks  about  us  being  a  global  church,  so 
my  poster  had  to  contain  a  globe  and 
people  working  around  the  world.” 

Mr.  Murchison  said  he  began  paint¬ 
ing  for  therapy  after  a  short  illness. 
He  has  had  no  formal  education  in  art. 

Eventually  he  gained  confidence  in 
his  work  and  painted  a  portrait  for  a 
church  during  a  mission  trip  in  Mon¬ 
terrey,  Mexico. 

Later,  he  said  he  volunteered  to 
teach  painting  to  juvenile  offenders. 
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Pastoral  call 

Archbishop  Tutu  pays  special  visit  to  ailing  director 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  — With  Bible  in 
hand,  Anglican  Archbishop  Desmond 
Tutu  heads  toward  the  UM  global  mis¬ 
sion  gathering  after  visiting  with  Mary 
Carter  of  Springfield,  III. 


By  BETTIE  STORY 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Mary  Carter,  an 
elected  director  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  from  Springfield,  Ill., 
kept  saying  that  Anglican  Archbishop 
Desmond  Tutu  of  Capetown,  South  Afri¬ 
ca,  was  coming  to  the  United  States  to 
see  her. 

That  claim  turned  out  to  be  true. 

Of  all  the  4,000  United  Methodists  at¬ 
tending  the  board-sponsored  global  mis¬ 
sion  gathering  March  12,  she  was  the  one 
to  whom  Archbishop  Tutu  paid  a  pasto¬ 
ral  visit. 

Mrs.  Carter,  who  has  lived  with  a  seri¬ 
ous  illness  for  one  and  half  years,  was 
determined  to  make  the  five-hour  trip 
from  Springfield  to  Louisville  to  hear 


Archbishop  Tutu  at  the  opening  worship 
service.  She  said  she  had  long  admired 
him. 

After  her  arrival,  however,  she  was 
confined  to  her  hotel  room  with  excruci¬ 
ating  back  pains.  A  call  to  her  doctor 
brought  instructions  to  return  home  im¬ 
mediately  by.  air  ambulance. 

"I  knew  than  that  1  was  going  to  miss 
seeing  the  archbishop,"  she  said. 

That’s  when  Carolyn  Marshall,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  mission  board’s  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision,  went  into  action.  She  arranged  for 
the  Nobel  Peace  laureate  to  pay  Mrs. 
Carter  a  surprise  visit. 

“It  was  the  thrill  of  a  lifetime,”  Mrs. 
Carter  said  after  her  helicopter  ride 
back  to  Springfield. 


“It  shows  his  compassion,  the  kind  of 
man  he  is,  that  he  would  take  time  out 
from  his  tight  schedule  for  one  person. 
He’s  human.  No  wonder  I  am  secretly  in 
love  with  him.” 

She  said  the  archbishop  greeted  her 
with  a  kiss,  talked  and  prayed  with  her. 
She  claimed  to  be  “almost  speechless  at 
first,  but  his  warmth  put  me  at  ease.” 

Last  week  Mary  Carter,  in  a  Spring- 
field  hospital  unable  to  walk  but  buoyed 
by  flowers  from  the  Global  Ministries 
staff,  was  recalling  that  the  person  she 
had  wanted  for  many  years  to  meet  had 
indeed  come  to  see  her. 

Bettie  Story  is  editor  of  the  Central  Illi¬ 
nois  Annual  Conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 


Chinese  educator  welcomes  offer  of  UM  aid 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

NANJING,  China— China’s  No.  1  Prot¬ 
estant  leader  welcomed  offers  of  support 
from  a  delegation  of  United  Methodist 
theological  education  leaders  in  a  one- 
hour  conference  March  18  at  Nanjing 
Theological  Seminary. 

Bishop  K.  H.  Ting,  president  of  the 
seminary,  said  he  was  "richly  encour¬ 
aged”  by  invitations  for  Chinese  Chris¬ 
tian  scholars  to  attend  United 
Methodism's  13  theological  seminaries  in 
the  United  States. 

The  71-year-old  bishop  caught  some  in 
the  United  Methodist  group  by  surprise 
when  he  said  that  10  Chinese  theological 
students  would  begin  studies  this  fall  in 
North  America— five  at  New  York’s 
Union  Theological  Seminary  and  five  in 
Canada. 

But  he  said  it  was  impossible  to  know 
where  those  students  would  go  after 
completing  those  studies,  clearly  leaving 
open  the  question  of  whether  they  might 
pursue  post-graduate  studies  at  United 
Methodist  schools. 

Bishop  Ting  said  he  would  be  ready  to 


tell  “our  friends  in  North  America” 
about  the  offer  from  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  educators. 

Three  North  American  organizations 
helped  make  possible  the  overseas  theo¬ 
logical  study  this  fall  by  Chinese,  Bishop 
Ting  said.  Those  are  the  Theological  Edu¬ 
cation  Foundation  for  Southeast  Asia,  the 
China  program  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  Canada-China  program 
of  the  Canadian  Council  of  Churches. 

Bishop  Ting  chairs  the  China  Christian 
Council.  He  said  that  council  recently  or¬ 
ganized  its  first  committee  on  theologi¬ 
cal  education.  That  group  is  to  meet  in 
May  in  Nanjing. 

The  seminary  in  Nanjing  is  China’s 
only  national  Protestant  training  center. 
It  has  45  faculty  members,  24  of  whom 
work  full  time. 

Bishop  Ting  said  the  seminary  re¬ 
ceives  about  10  applicants  for  each  stu¬ 
dent  it  is  able  to  enroll. 

Bishop  Ting  spoke  with  the  18-member 
United  Methodist  delegation  less  than  a 
week  after  attending  a  meeting  in  Chi¬ 
na’s  capital  city,  Beijing,  of  the  standing 
committee  of  Chinese  People’s  Political 


Consultative  Conference.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  that  national  political  body. 

He  said  only  about  50  Chinese  Christian 
scholars  are  familiar  enough  with  English 
to  benefit  from  proposed  gifts  by  United 
Methodists  of  theological  books  in  English. 

The  United  Methodist  delegation  also 
visited  regional  Protestant  seminaries  in 
Beijing,  Shanghai,  Hangzhou.  Bad  weath¬ 
er  prevented  their  visiting  a  regional 
seminary  in  Northern  China  industrial 
center,  Shenyang. 

The  group  attended  Sunday-morning 
worship  services  March  15  at  the  Mo  En 
Christian  Church  in  Shanghai.  That  church 
was  started  by  missionaries  of  the  former 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  as  the 
Moore  Memorial  Methodist  Church. 

The  large,  gothic  structure  was  over¬ 
flowing  with  Chinese  worshipers  ranging 
from  toddlers  to  elderly  grandparents. 

The  March  7-23  visit  was  the  third  to 
China  on  behalf  of  United  Methodist 
theological  education. 

Heading  the  group  was  the  Rev.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter,  chief  executive  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  Assisting  in  leadership  was  the 


National  search  launched 
to  replace  Michigan  editor 

ADRIAN,  Mich. — The  Michigan  Chris¬ 
tian  Advocate  Publishing  Co.  has 
launched  a  nationwide  search  for  a  new 
editor  and  publisher  for  the  official 
newspaper  of  the  Detroit  and  West  Mich¬ 
igan  annual  conferences. 

The  Rev.  Edward  L.  Duncan,  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  weekly  "Michigan 
Christian  Advocate"  since  1982,  is  to  be¬ 
come  senior  pastor  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Royal  Oak,  Mich.,  July  1. 

The  company  has  never  before  looked 
beyond  Michigan  for  an  editor,  said  the 


the  church  today 


Rev.  William  Ritter,  president  of  the  Ad¬ 
vocate  board  of  trustees. 

The  post  is  open  to  clergy  or  lay  appli¬ 
cants,  Dr.  Ritter  said.  Deadline  for  appli¬ 
cations  is  April  8. 

People  have  4  months  to  prepare 
entries  for  1988  laity  address 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-Laypeople  in¬ 
terested  in  competing  for  the  chance  to 
deliver  the  laity  address  at  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  have  four  more  months 
to  submit  speeches. 

June  30  is  the  deadline  for  submitting 
manuscripts,  said  Marcus  Fang,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  search  committee. 


GOD  CALLS  US! 

To  Be  the  Church  that  Leads  Our 


Nation  and  the  World 


Kimball  Boyd  Cobum  is  a  servant  evangelist  doing 
a  ministry  of  Evangelism  In  The  Prophetic  Spirit. 
He  would  like  to  be  invited  to  come  to  vour 
church,  community  or  city. 


Please  Write: 

KIMBALL  BOYD  COBURN 
MINISTRY 
P.O.  BOX  633 
CLAREMONT,  CA  91711 


After  that  date  a  screening  committee 
is  to  review  each  submission  for  its  con¬ 
tent,  clarity  and  development  of  the 
theme  “Ministry  of  the  Laity:  What  It 
Means  To  Be  Disciples  Every  Day." 

The  speech  is  limited  to  20  minutes,  Mr 
Fang  of  Stevens  Point,  Wis.,  said,  and 
must  address  the  role  of  lay  ministries  at 
all  levels  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  February  1988  finalists— or  their 
designated  substitutes— are  to  make  the 
speeches  before  judges  during  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Association  of 
Annual  Conference  Lay  Leaders,  the 
competition  sponsors.  The  winning 
speech  is  to  be  selected  and  announced 
during  that  meeting. 

Bishop  Webb  establishes  fund 
for  pastoral,  preaching  ministry 

DELAWARE,  Ohio — A  new  fund  to 
provide  financial  assistance  to  students 
preparing  for  the  pastoral  and  preaching 
ministiy  at  the  Methodist  Theological 
School  in  Ohio  has  been  established  by 
Bishop  Lance  and  Elizabeth  Webb  of 
Dallas. 

Bishop  Webb,  who  retired  in  1980,  was 
a  charter  member  of  the  seminary’s 
board  of  trustees. 


Rev.  Richard  W.  Cain,  president  of  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont,  Calif. 

Also  in  the  group  were  the  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  E.  Messer,  president,  Iliff  School  of 
Theology,  Denver;  the  Rev.  G.  Douglass 
Lewis,  president,  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary,  Washington;  and  the  Rev. 
Richard  D.  Nesmith,  dean,  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Religion  and  Theology. 

Future  Reporter  issues  will  carry  more 
reports  about  the  visit  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  educators  to  China. 

Survey  planned 
of  women’s  roles 
in  local  churches 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

ORLANDO,  Fla.— Are  women  serving 
in  more  administrative  positions  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  than  they  were 
in  1984? 

That’s  what  the  General  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  will 
ask  1,000  local  churches  between  now 
and  Easter  in  a  random-sample  survey. 

The  agency  conducted  a  similar  sur¬ 
vey  nearly  four  years  ago. 

The  survey  will  show  whether  women 
are  involved  in  major  church  adminis¬ 
tration  or  basic  work  area  functions,  said 
the  Rev.  Joe  Pool,  associate  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas, 
and  a  member  of  the  commission’s  moni¬ 
toring  and  research  unit. 

The  survey  will  also  ask  how  many 
women  are  employed  by  the  church, 
whether  they  are  ordained,  or  if  they 
serve  as  support  staff,  he  said. 

Sample  questions  include:  "Does  your 
local  church  use  ushers?  If  so,  what  per¬ 
centage  are  female?”  “Has  a  woman 
preached  a  Sunday  morning  sermon  in 
your  local  church?”  and  “Has  a  woman 
served  as  liturgist  in  your  church?” 

Information  will  be  compiled  on  the 
number  of  women  in  the  congregation, 
racial-ethnic  composition  of  congrega¬ 
tions  and  total  number  of  racial-ethnic 
women  members  in  the  church. 

Other  commission  projects  for  1987  in¬ 
clude  continued  monitoring  of  the  home 
video  series,  “The  Greatest  Adventure: 
Stories  from  the  Bible”  produced  by 
Hanna-Barbera,  widely  known  for  chil¬ 
dren’s  cartoons.  The  cartoon  series  is  dis¬ 
tributed  by  Abingdon  Press. 

The  commission  has  recommended  to 
Hanna-Barbera  that  “future  productions 
be  more  inclusive  of  women  in  the  Bible.” 


Race  agency  supports 
keeping  Korean  Creed 


BY  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— The  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  joined 
March  6  a  growing  chorus  of  United 
Methodists  wanting  to  keep  the  Korean 
Creed  in  the  denomination’s  proposed 
hymnal. 

A  resolution  passed  by  the  commission 
calls  the  Korean  Creed  a  “witness  to  the 
true  Wesleyan  spirit  of  ‘shalom’  and  uni- 
versalism.” 

Deletion  of  the  creed  would  send  the 
wrong  signal  to  the  Korean-American 
community,  said  a  spokesman  for  the 
agency’s  Asian  subgroup. 

The  Religion  and  Race  resolution 
comes  on  the  heels  of  similar  statements 
from  the  Korean  National  Association  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Federation  of  Asian-American 
United  Methodists. 

In  November,  the  UM  Hymnal  Revi¬ 
sion  Committee’s  subcommittee  on  ritu¬ 
al  had  suggested  dropping  the  Korean 
Creed.  The  subcommittee  said  the  creed 
contained  sexist  language  and  failed  to 
meet  the  committee’s  working  definition 
of  a  creed  as  a  concise  doctrinal  state¬ 
ment  (see  Reporter,  Feb.  20). 

The  subcommitte  has  since  promised 
to  study  an  updated  translation  of  the 
creed  before  making  its  final  recommen¬ 
dation  to  the  main  committee  in  May. 

The  Religion  and  Race  statement  de¬ 
clared  that  “the  Korean  Creed  has  served 
a  unique  role  in  the  United  Methodist 
hymnal  as  the  only  affirmation  of  faith 
coming  out  of  a  missionary  context.” 

The  sexist  language  identified  by  the 
subcommittee  is  the  fault  of  the  transla¬ 
tion  into  English,  said  the  Rev.  Hidetoshi 
Tanaka,  a  commission  staff  member. 

The  ritual  subcommittee  apparently 


objected  to  portions  of  the  creed  that 
say,  . .  Father  of  all  men  . . .”  and  "We 
believe  in  the  kingdom  of  God  as  the  di¬ 
vine  rule  in  human  society  and  in  the 
brotherhood  of  man  under  the  father¬ 
hood  of  God,”  he  said. 

"In  the  Korean  language,”  Mr.  Tanaka 
said,  “it  is  inclusive,  but  when  it  was 
translated,  it  appeared  to  be  exclusive.” 

The  resolution  calls  for  inserting  “al¬ 
ternative  inclusive  words”  to  meet  the 
objections  to  the  historic  language. 

A  Korean  staff  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville, 
the  Rev.  Dal  Joon  Won,  is  reportedly  -! 
working  on  a  new  translation  of  the  orig-;  • 
inal  Korean  in  an  effort  to  make  the  ref  ¬ 
erences  more  gender-inclusive. 

The  creed  was  written  in  1930,  when 
the  Korean  Methodist  Church  was  orga-  • 
nized,  and  translated  into  English  by  the 
late  Bishop  Herbert  Welch.  He,  along' 
with  three  Korean  church  leaders,  devel¬ 
oped  the  statement. 

In  another  action  at  the  March  3-6;.' 
meeting,  the  commission  voted  to  senfl;^: 
Japanese  Prime  Minister  Yasuhiro  Nd*;'-; 
kasone  a  letter  decrying  his  comment?: 
that  educational  achievement  and  intelli-l* 
gence  in  the  United  States  was  lower  be*> 
cause  of  the  number  of  blacks  and;*'* 
Hispanics  in  the  population. 

"To  imply,  in  any  way,  that  a  nation 
composed  of  one  people  is  somehow  better 
than  one  composed  of  many  smacks  of  the 
worst  kind  of  master  racism,”  said  Barba¬ 
ra  Ricks  Thompson,  commission  chief  ex- 
ecutive.  "The  world  has  heard  this  before. 
We  will  not  tolerate  it  again.” 

The  letter  calls  for  Mr.  Nakasone  to 
“recognize  (his)  error  of  judgment,  re¬ 
tract  (his)  statements  and  apologize”  for 
the  remarks  he  made  in  a  speech  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1986. 


Korean  UMs  establish  goal 
of  tripling  numbers  by  ’92 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— Korean-American 
United  Methodist  leaders  plan  to  more 
than  triple  the  number  of  Korean  UMs  to 
100,000  by  1992,  an  evangelism  executive 
told  the  Outreach  Ministry  Unit  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  Feb.  21. 

The  Association  of  Korean-American 
United  Methodist  Churches  also  plans  to 
more  than  double  the  number  of  Korean 
UM  congregations  to  500  over  the  next  six 
years,  the  Rev.  Sang  E.  Chun  reported. 

But  to  reach  that  goal,  Korean  UMs 
will  need  a  more  carefully  planned  strat¬ 
egy  than  in  the  past,  he  said.  The  Board 
of  Discipleship  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  will  need  to  be  ready 
to  help  develop  that  strategy. 

The  number  of  Korean  congregations 
grew  from  seven  to  210  between  1967  and 
1987,  Mr.  Chun  reported.  Membership 
has  climbed  from  about  700  to  nearly 
30,000,  he  indicated. 

“Looking  at  the  past,  you’d  think 
there ’d  be  no  problem  [reaching  the  1992 
goals],”  he  told  the  Reporter.  “But  the 
situation  is  different  today. 

“Many  places  [with  Korean  popula¬ 
tions]  already  have  Korean  churches. 
We’ll  have  to  be  really  selective  in  pick¬ 
ing  communities  for  new  churches.” 

Korean  UM  leaders  have  acknowledged 
the  changed  social  situation,  he  said. 

“There  is  a  movement  in  the  Korean 
caucus  to  work  together,”  Mr.  Chun  said. 
“Years  ago  everybody  was  doing  his  own 
thing.” 

The  formation  of  regional  missions  to 
administer  Korean-American  congrega¬ 
tions  will  give  the  Korean  UMs  a  better 
structure  to  direct  growth,  he  said. 


Each  mission  would  have  some  of  the 
powers  of  an  annual  conference  but  would 
operate  under  supervision  of  the  National 
Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
Mr.  Chun  said.  A  Korean  superintendent 
would  direct  mission  operations. 

An  Eastern  Seaboard  Korean  Provision-’ 
al  Mission  and  a  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Korean  Mission  would  soon  be 
created,  Mr.  Chun  said.  A  Western  Juris¬ 
dictional  Korean  Mission  is  being  consid¬ 
ered.  *. 

The  National  Committee  on  Korean-  - 
American  Ministries,  created  by  the  1984 
General  Conference,  proposed  the  mis¬ 
sions,  he  said.  The  committee  included" 
representatives  of  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  Korean  association  and  several  de¬ 
nominational  agencies. 

The  UM-related  School  of  Theology  at. 
Claremont  (Calif.)  is  planning  bilingual 
Korean-English  ministerial  instruction, 
to  meet  the  need  for  pastors  to  serve  the 
new  churches,  Mr.  Chun  said.  Currently, 
the  UMC  has  284  ordained  Korean-speak¬ 
ing  ministers. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  is  paying  75  percent  of  the 
cost  of  that  instruction,  he  said.  The  Kore¬ 
an  association  is  paying  the  remainder. 

Korean  congregations  are  being  asked., 
to  dedicate  1  percent  of  their  budgets  or 
take  a  special  offering  once  a  year  to 
support  building  the  new  churches  and  . 
training  the  new  ministers,  he  said.  The  . 
annual  goal  is  $120,000  through  1992. 

The  average  budget  in  a  Korean  con-  ' 
gregation  ran  $76,000  last  year,  he  re¬ 
ported. 

Current  average  membership  in  each 
congregation  stands  at  131,  Mr.  Chun 
said.  Average  attendance  is  92. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 

$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  GROWTH/EVANGE¬ 
LISM  for  1,200-member  church.  Excellent  salary, 
benefits,  housing.  Qualifications:  Experience  in 
visitation  evangelism  and  small  growth  group 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/CHILDREN  2,700-member 

church;  multistaff  position;  adjacent  to  Oklahoma 
City  University.  Salary  negotiable,  compensation 
package  included.  Position  open  May  1,  1987.  Send 
resume  to:  Dr.  Robert  L.  Allen,  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church,  1401  N.W.  25,  Oklahoma  City 
OK  73106. 

of  applicant  and  family  in  which  you  state  your 
qualifications  for  this  position  to:  The  Rev.  Gary 

W.  Buhl,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
1317,  Bradenton,  FL  33506.  ; 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED,  part-time,  $5200. 

Experience  in  youth  work  and  a  vital  Christian 
faith  required.  Send  resume  to:  First  United  Meth- 
odist  Church,  Box  530,  Mont  Belvieu,  TX  77580. 

TOUR  IRELAND-SCOTLAND  with  Wally  and 

Stell  Chappell,  Pastor,  Cochran  Chapel  UMC,  Dal¬ 
las.  June  29-July  14.  Motorcoach  5  days  to  Irish 
sights,  six  days  circling  Scotland,  one  day  in  Lon¬ 
don.  Great  price,  hosts  and  escort.  Can  meet  in 
New  York.  (214)  357-3582,  4039  Killion,  Dallas,  TX 
75229. 

OPENING  FOR  CAMP  MANAGER:  100-bed,  year- 

round  site  in  Northern  Illinois  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Send  resume  to:  David 
Kell,  321  Oak  St.,  DeKalb,  IL  60115,  May  20  dead¬ 
line. 

DEAN  OF  STUDENTS.  Beginning  July  1, 1987.  Re¬ 

sponsible  for  pastoral  care  of  students,  communi-- 
ty-building  activities,  financial  aid.  Supervises 
Director  of  Recruitement  and  Admissions.  Reports 
to  President.  Ordained,  active  church  person  hold¬ 
ing  M.  Div.  degree  preferred.  Application  deadline: 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT,  Minnesota  An¬ 

nual  Conference,  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Broad  range  of  experience  desired,  CFRE  pre¬ 
ferred.  Send  resume,  salary  history,  and  refer¬ 
ences  by  April  17,  1987  to:  James  Haun,  1301  N. 
Central  Ave.,  Duluth,  MN  55807. 

COME  STAY  AT  OUR  PLACE  in  the  majestic  Col¬ 

orado  Rockies.  Camps-Retreats-Work  Camps- 
Family  Events.  Sam  Leonard,  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference  Camping  Coordinator.  A)  Templed 
Hills  Camp  and  Retreat  Center,  Box  38,  Woodland 
Park,  CO  80866,  (303)  687-9038,  Kevin  Witt;  Direc¬ 
tor.  B)  Buckhorn  Camp.  2120  West  County  Rd.  #41, 
Bellvue,  CO  80512,  303/484-2508,  Rich  Henderson: 
Manager. 

cific  School  of  Religion,  1798  Scenic  Ave., 
Berkeley,  CA  94709.  An  equal  opportunity  employ¬ 
er.  |i 

EDITOR  AND  PUBLISHER  for  Michigan  Chris¬ 

tian  Advocate  United  Methodist  weekly  paper.  In¬ 
quiries,  applications  due  before  April  8.  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact  Dr.  William  Ritter,  29887  West 

11  Mile  Road.  Farmington  Hills,  MI  48018  (313) ' 
476-8860. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED,  full-time  in  the 

summer  and  part-time  for  the  rest  of  the  year  in  a 
large  urban  church.  If  you  are  a  dynamic  leader, 
this  job  may  be  for  you.  Salary  negotiable  based 
upon  education  and  experience.  Job  available  May 

1,  1987.  Send  resume  and  request  for  job  descrip¬ 
tion  to:  Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  11864,  Mem¬ 
phis.  TN  38111. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR— Interchurch  youth 
agency  (Pittsburgh,  PA  suburbs).  Master's  level  • 
theology  or  counseling,  youth  experience,  able  to 
relate  to  churches  and  educators,  Integrate  faith 
and  counseling,  theology  inclusive,  available  after 
school  and  evenings;  coordinate  staff,  board,  fund 
raising.  Salary  negotiable.  Direct  inquiries  to  Rev. 
Douglas  Turner,  Bradford  Woods  Community 
Church.  P.O.  Box  421,  Bradfordwoods,  PA  15015. 

ASSISTANT  PASTOR/YOUTH  DIRECTOR- 
Evangelical  church  with  membership  of  1,100 
seeking  individual  to  assist  pastor  and  direct  youth 
program.  Seminary  degree  preferred,  bachelors 
degree  and  appropriate  experience  required.  Send 
resume  to  Frank  Wood,  Lake  Shore  United  Meth- 
odist  Church,  2246  Blanding  Boulevard, 
Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 

Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks.  Gayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 

NC  28786.  (704)627-6067 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel¬ 

ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool,  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
all  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today!  } 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY.  Full-time  po¬ 
sition  in  a  church  of  3,500  members.  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable,  based  upon  education  and  ex- 

perience.  Position  available  June  1st.  Send  resume 
to  Mrs  Joyce  Barnes.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  72  Lake  Morton  Dr.,  Lakeland,  FL  33801. 

NEEDED:  DIRECTOR  of  Pre-School  Child  Devel¬ 

opment  Program.  School  is  registered  with  the 
slate  for  110  students.  Director  must  be  certified  . 
in  Early  Childhood  Education.  Submit  applica¬ 
tions,  including  resume  and  salary  requirements  to 

Dr  Jarrell  H.  Sharp  or  Mr.  Bill  Duncan,  St.  Luke's 
United  Methodist  Church,  3011  West  Kansas,  Mid¬ 
land.  TX  79701. 

ALASKA  ADVENTURE:  August  12-29.  Tour  Alas¬ 
ka  and  cruise  the  Inside  Passage  with  Rev.  &  Mrs. 
Edward  E.  Laux,  6247  Annapolis.  Dallas,  TX  75214. 
(214)  368-7026.  Brochure  available. 

MARCH  27,  1987 

Lenten 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

effort  bucks  Contra  policy 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— White  crosses  en- 
scribed  with  names  of  Central  American 
civilians  killed  during  fighting  in  the  re¬ 
gion  filled  the  east  steps  of  the  U.S.  Capi¬ 
tol  Ash  Wednesday  (March  4). 

That  gathering  launched  a  Lenten 
campaign  for  peace  and  policy  changes 
by  two  dozen  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  religious  bodies. 

As  a  part  of  the  effort,  five  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  religious  leaders,  marked  with 
ashes  and  wearing  sackcloth  arm  bands, 
were  arrested  and  led  out  of  the  Capitol 
Rotunda  by  police. 

Arrested  were  the  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer, 


chief  executive  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches;  the  Rev.  Avery  Post,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Church  of  Christ;  the 
Rev.  John  0.  Humbert,  president  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ); 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Nangle,  justice  and 
peace  coordinator  of  the  Conference  of 
Major  Superiors  of  Men,  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  organization;  and  Doris  Anne  Youn¬ 
ger,  general  director  of  Church  Women 
United. 

The  five  had  prayed  briefly  and  then 
began  reading  statements  on  Central 
America  from  the  participating  religious 
bodies  before  being  taken  into  custody. 

One  of  the  five  called  the  civil  disobe¬ 


dience  a  “gentle  trespass  ...  in  broken¬ 
hearted  penitence  that  we  have  joined  in 
defying  the  God  of  justice  in  many  of  our 
national  policies.” 

They  pleaded  guilty  March  5  to  the 
misdemeanor  charges  of  unlawful  entry 
into  the  Capitol  and  parading  and  dem¬ 
onstrating.  Each  was  fined  $10  and  re¬ 
leased  after  eight  hours  in  custody. 

The  five  had  been  among  the  leaders 
of  the  noon  worship  on  the  east  steps  at¬ 
tended  by  an  estimated  250  people. 

Haviland  C.  Houston,  chief  executive 
of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety,  represented  United  Methodists  as  a 
leader  in  the  Ash  Wednesday  worship. 


A  cold  north  wind  whipped  the  purple 
Lenten  stoles  of  the  leaders  during  the 
45-minute  service  of  confession  and  peni¬ 
tence.  A  brass  quartet  played  the  somber 
hymns  of  Lent. 

The  March  4  service  launched  a  series 
that  is  to  continue  at  the  Capital  each 
Wednesday  through  Lent.  United  Meth¬ 
odists  led  the  service  March  25. 

Religious  leaders  are  also  to  call  on 
legislators  in  an  effort  to  halt  in  U.S.  aid 
to  rebel  forces  fighting  the  elected  Nica¬ 
raguan  government. 

Rank-and-file  church  members  across 
the  nation  are  being  urged  to  voice  their 
opinions  directly  to  their  representatives 
in  Congress. 

United  Methodists  have  been  asked  to 
join  in  the  effort  by  Bishop  James  M. 
Ault  (Pittsburgh  Area),  president  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and 
Bishop  William  B.  Grove  (West  Virginia 
Area),  president  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 

Before  heading  the  march  to  the  Capi¬ 
tol  steps  from  the  United  Methodist 
Building  across  the  street,  some  of  the 
religious  figures  condemned  in  strong 
terms  the  Reagan  administration  policy 
in  Central  America. 

Dr.  Brouwer  called  the  policy  “a  be¬ 
trayal  of  America’s  heritage.” 

Dr.  Post,  said  “The  U.S.-sponsored  war 
against  Nicaragua  was  made  in  the 
U.S.A.,  directed  and  financed  by  the 
United  States  and  is  being  operated  out 
of  Washington  today  by  people  with  gov¬ 
ernment  paychecks.” 

Dr.  Post,  and  others  who  spoke,  sup¬ 
ported  the  four-nation  Contadora  peace 
effort.  Mexico,  Venezuela,  Colombia  and 
Panama  are  involved  in  those  proceed¬ 
ings. 

The  religious  leaders  arrived  in  Wash¬ 
ington  amid  published  reports  that  foes 
of  contra  aid  probably  would  not  have 
the  votes  to  block  in  the  Senate  a  final 
$40-million  installment  due  this  year. 

The  news  accounts  said  House  Demo¬ 
cratic  leaders  plan  to  push  for  legislation 
that  would  tie  further  funds  to  an  ac¬ 
counting  by  the  Reagan  administration 
of  aid  to  the  contras. 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  ROBERT  LEAR 


WASHINGTON— Carrying  crosses  bearing  the  names  of  civilians  killed  recently  in  Central  America,  several 
hundred  people  from  the  nation’s  religious  community  gather  on  the  steps  of  the  U.S.  Capitol  Ash  Wednesday 
(Mprch  4)  to  pray  for  peace  in  that  region.  The  protesters  want  changes  in  the  U.S.  policy  supporting  rebel  forces 
fighting  the  elected  government  of  Nicaragua.  Noon  services  are  planned  at  the  Capitol  each  Wednesday  during 
Lent. 


Theme  could  replace  missional  thrust 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
A  “theme”  incorporating  several  con¬ 
cerns— instead  of  a  single-issue  “mis¬ 
sional  priority”— may  be  ahead  for 
United  Methodists  in  1989-92. 

A  10-member  study  team  within  the 
denomination's  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  plans  to  present  such  a  proposal 
at  the  council’s  spring  meeting,  April  6- 
1  a  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  ,  , 

•The  council  has  responsibility  for  pro¬ 
posing  plans  for  a  four-year  emphasis  to 
the  General  Conference,  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  top  legislative  assembly.  A  final 
decision  is  to  be  made  at  the  1988  session 
in  St.  Louis. 

Wording  for  the  theme  remains  unfor- 
miilated,  but  it  is  to  “incorporate  con¬ 
cerns  for  evangelism,  deepening  the 
faith,  building  of  a  just  world  and  ad¬ 
dressing  critical  human  needs,”  the  Rev. 
Sharon  Rader  of  East  Lansing,  Mich. 

She  is  chairwoman  of  the  council’s  Di- 


The  study  team  has  not 
found  an  emerging  single 
issue  that  meets  the 
Disciplinary  definition  of 
a  missional  priority. 

— Sharon  Rader 


vision  on  Missional  Priority /Emerging 
Issues. 

Ms.  Rader  said  consultations  are  in 
progress  but  the  study  team  has  not 
found  an  emerging  single  issue  that 
meets  the  Disciplinary  definition  of  a 
missional  priority. 

The  Book  of  Discipline,  the  collection 
of  UM  church  law,  defines  a  missional 
priority  as  “a  response  to  a  critical  need 
in  God’s  world”  that  calls  for  “massive 
and  sustained”  effort  by  the  church  by 
“ordering  or  reordering  of  program  and 


budget  at  every  level  of  the  church.” 

Ms.  Rader  said  the  study  team,  headed 
by  the  Rev.  Robert  Fannin  of  Stuart, 
Fla.,  has  reviewed  and  analyzed  re¬ 
search  on  trends  and  issues  and  checked 
surveys  of  United  Methodists. 

C.  David  Lundquist,  chief  executive  of 
the  Council  on  Ministries,  said  the  study 
team  had  been  in  touch  with  the  emerg¬ 
ing  issues  committee  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 

“A  firm  and  final”  recommendation 
must  await  further  consultation  with  the 
bishops,  he  said. 

In  1984,  the  General  Conference  re¬ 
jected  recommendations  for  a  1985-88 
missional  priority  and  chose  to  continue 
the  emphasis  on  strengthening  ethnic- 
minority  congregations.  That  had  been 
on  the  priority  list  for  the  previous  eight 
years. 

The  Council  on  Ministries  has  dis¬ 
cussed  a  proposal  to  "institutionalize” 


that  emphasis  on  ethnic-minority  con¬ 
gregations  in  ongoing  programs  of  the 
church. 

No  firm  price  tag  has  been  put  on  such 
a  move,  but  a  figure  of  $3  million  has 
been  mentioned. 

Several  church  agencies,  including  the 
committee  coordinating  the  current  pri¬ 
ority  on  ethnic-minority  churches,  have 
recommended  that  there  be  no  single 
priority  for  1989-92. 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  has  recommended  a  priority  on 
peace  and  justice  issues. 

Ms.  Rader  said  the  study  committee 
envisions  a  theme  that  could  be  a  focus 
and  a  rallying  point— “broad  enough  to 
embrace  many  concerns”  and  to  ener¬ 
gize  the  church. 

Criteria  for  such  a  theme,  she  said,  in¬ 
clude  that  it  be  “specific,  relevant,  re¬ 
sponsive,  communicable,  scriptural  and 
measurable.” 


History  of  Hymns 


Sisters  write  6 Jesus  Loves  Me 9  for  scene  in  novel 


Jesus  loves  me!  this  I  know, 

For  the  Bible  tells  me  so; 

Little  ones  to  him  belong; 

They  are  weak,  but  he  is  strong. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Two  sisters,  Anna  and  Susan  Warner, 
collaborated  in  writing  a  novel  in  1860. 
The  main  characters  in  the  novel,  "Say 
and  Seal,”  were  John  Linden,  a  young 
man;  his  fiancee,  Faith  Derrick;  and  a 
yfmng  lad,  Johnny  Fax. 

Johnny  was  the  victim  of  a  lingering 
illness.  Linden,  John’s  Sunday-school 
teacher,  and  his  fiancee  spent  a  great 
deal  of  time  with  Johnny  to  provide  for 
his  needs. 


Toward  the  end  of  the  novel,  Johnny 
asks  Linden  to  pick  him  up  in  his  arms 
and  hold  him.  Clutching  the  feverish  boy, 
Linden  walked  back  and  forth  because 
the  swaying  motion  of  the  walking 
seemed  to  calm  and  relax  the  lad. 

Johnny  looked  into  Linden’s  face  and 
said  quietly,  “Sing.”  As  he  walked 
around  the  room,  Linden  began  to  sing 
softly,  “Jesus  loves  me!  This  I  know.”  A 
few  hours  later  Johnny  died. 

Rather  than  use  a  familiar  hymn  for 
this  scene  in  the  novel,  Anna  Warner 
wrote  a  hymn  of  four  stanzas  that  has 
endured  for  more  than  a  century.  The 
hymn  is  sung  enthusiastically,  especially 
by  children. 


Trees  can  halt  desert9 s  advance 


A  worker  in  western  Africa  cultivates  seedlings.  They  are  to  be  planted 
as  windbreaks  to  protect  the  fragile  soil  of  Mauritania  and  Senegal.  The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  helps  support  this  conservation 
Work.  That  is  one  of  many  projects  funded  worldwide  through  gifts  to  the 
United  Methodist  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering  March  29. 


Karl  Barth,  the  world-renowned  theo¬ 
logian,  was  asked  what  he  considered  to 
be  the  greatest  theological  discovery  of 
his  life.  He  smiled  and  replied,  “Jesus 
loves  me!  This  I  know,  for  the  Bible  tells 
me  so.” 

Talented  daughters  of  a  New  York 
lawyer,  Anna  and  Susan  Warner  lived  on 
Constitution  Island  in  the  Hudson  River 
at  West  Point,  N.Y. 

Their  literary  careers  brought  them 
fame  and  fortune.  Between  them  they 
wrote  more  than  70  books.  Some  of  the 
best  were  the  result  of  their  collabora¬ 
tion. 

For  many  years  the  sisters  taught  a 
Sunday-school  class  for  West  Point  ca¬ 


dets  in  their  home.  Each  Sunday  the 
young  men  would  crowd  the  family  sit¬ 
ting  room,  sing  heartily  some  familiar 
hymns  to  the  accompaniment  of  the 
small  reed  organ,  then  engage  in  Bible 
study. 

In  1861,  William  B.  Bradbury,  famous 
New  York  composer  and  publisher,  com¬ 
posed  the  music  we  use  with  these  words. 
Words  and  music  were  published  that 
year  in  a  small  book  of  Sunday-school 
songs. 

The  hymn  has  been  translated  into 
many  languages  and  is  known  around  the 
world. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

'The  Great  Physician” 


Dear  Deborah 


Christ  fulfills  His  promise 


Dear  Deborah: 

At  this  writing  I  am  back  at  work  as  a 
private  duty  nurse,  and  it  is  so  good  to  be 
needed  and  wanted  again— even  if  by 
strangers. 

Your  placing  my  letter  in  a  recent  is¬ 
sue  gave  me  a  new  incentive  of  trust  in 
people!  I  am  sure  my  ex-minister  hus¬ 
band  saw  it  as  well  as  others  to  whom  I 
have  appealed. 

Your  advice  is  appreciated.  I  have  had 
counseling,  and  my  doctor  has  given  me 
a  clean  bill  of  health.  I  am  back  into  my 
health  spa— jogging  and  beginning  col¬ 
lege  classes  again. 

I  made  up  my  mind  to  put  the  past 
“under  the  blood”  and  to  press  on  to 
higher  heights  and  deeper  depths  in 
Christ  Jesus.  It’s  not  going  to  be  easy, 
but  “He  can  do  all  things.” 

In  1987  I  have  made  up  my  mind  not  to 
be  despondent  nor  overcome  as  1986  ex¬ 
periences  left  me. 

I  wanted  so  badly  to  let  you  know  the 
advancements  I  have  been  making,  as 
well  as  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness.  I 
really  did  not  believe  I’d  see  my  letter  in 
our  paper,  I  must  admit. 

Incidentally,  I  also  am  a  minister.  ...  I 
have  yet  to  get  my  M.Div.  degree.  . . . 
Surely  you  can  understand  the  reason  this 
divorce  nearly  drove  me  out  of  my  mind. 

Right  now  I  am  resigned  to  the  single 
life,  but  He  promises  to  be  a  “husband” 


to  the  husbandless  and  the  widow!  His 
love  and  companionship  are  all  I  need. 

Thank  you  again,  Deborah,  for  listen¬ 
ing  and  caring.  Suicide  is  out  of  my 
mind!  I’ve  found  my  life  in  Christ  again 
to  be  sustaining. 

Thought  you  might  like  to  hear  a 
“good  report”! 

Marie 

Dear  Marie: 

It  is  most  satisfying  to  hear  this  kind 
of  report  but  more  important,  to  hear 
that  you  are  doing  so  well. 

You  would  be  comforted  to  know  that 
a  number  of  other  wives  wrote  about 
your  situation  telling  how  they  coped  in 
similar  circumstances.  Many  also  wrote 
that  they  were  keeping  you  in  their  pray¬ 
ers,  and  1  will  continue  to  do  so  also. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  faith  and  life.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Poem  of  the  Week 
Strong  Goliath 

Strong  Goliath  stood 

like  a  god  with  late  weapons 

and  lost  the  arms  race. 

—William  Walter  De  Bolt 
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Mission  Service  Project  volunteers  (left  to  right)  Cassie  Helton,  Jennifer 
Vernado,  Angie  Werheim  and  Mark  Elliott  stretch  to  put  up  sheetrock  in  a 
home  remodeling  project  in  a  South  Texas  “colonia.”  That’s  an  unimproved 
rural  housing  development  near  Mission,  Texas. 


‘Third  World9  found 
on  church’s  doorstep 


BY  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Many  United  Methodist  churches  in 
the  United  States  regularly  send  volun¬ 
teers  to  work  in  the  Third  World. 

But  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Mission,  Texas,  serves  a  “third  world” 
inside  the  United  States  just  a  few  miles 
from  its  front  door. 

Work  by  Mission  Service  Project,  a 
non-profit  organization  related  to  First 
UMC,  is  done  in  the  cluster  of  “colonias” 
(impoverished  rural  housing  develop¬ 
ments)  within  a  seven-mile  radius  of  Mis¬ 
sion.  That’s  a  community  of  13,000  just 
west  of  McAllen,  Texas,  and  across  the 
Rio  Grande  from  Reynosa,  Mexico. 

“We’re  trying  to  live  our  lives  as  Jesus 
would  by  helping  poor  people  who  are 
less  fortunate,”  said  Betty  Bundy,  Mis¬ 
sion  Service  Project  coordinator. 

The  work  battles  Third  World  priva¬ 
tions— no  running  water,  no  indoor 
plumbing,  no  sewage  system,  unpaved 
streets,  poor  drainage,  disease  and  an  ex¬ 
ploding  population. 

"We  get  out  there  and  add  floors,  bath¬ 
rooms,  simple  plumbing,  electricity— 
things  that  other  people  usually  take  for 
granted,"  Ms.  Bundy  explained.  “What  we 
consider  necessity,  they  consider  luxury.” 

Some  51,000  people,  mostly  low-in¬ 
come  Mexican-Americans  and  Mexican 
immigrants,  reportedly  live  in  the  “co¬ 
lonias”  around  Mission.  Experts  predict 
the  population  will  more  than  double  in 
the  next  25  years. 

The  area  has  the  second-lowest  in¬ 
come  per  person  among  275  urban  areas 
ranked  last  year  by  the  U.S.  Census  Bu¬ 
reau. 

1,500  volunteer 

Last  year,  nearly  1,500  volunteers— 
many  of  them  people  who  come  to  South 
Texas  just  for  the  winter— worked  on  15 
houses,  Ms.  Bundy  said.  That  brought  the 
project’s  total  to  63  houses  improved  in 
six  years. 

The  project  has  a  waiting  list  that  is 
growing  daily,  she  said. 

“It's  important  to  us  that  the  people  ex¬ 
perience  a  sense  of  Christ  working  through 
them,  in  helping,  in  giving  of  yourself  for 
someone  else,”  Ms.  Bundy  said. 

Linus  Deaver,  a  volunteer  who  moved 
to  the  region  from  Nebraska,  said  that 
there  wasn’t  any  reason  that  every  mo¬ 
bile  home  park  in  the  Rio  Grande  Val¬ 
ley— with  its  legions  of  winter 


residents— couldn’t  send  a  group  out  to  ; 
work  at  one  of  the  projects. 

“We’ve  got  so  much  talent  coming  down 
here  in  the  winter,”  Mr.  Deaver  said.  “In 
my  group  alone,  we’ve  got  everything 
from  a  college  professor  to  a  janitor. 

“This  is  lay  ministry  at  its  best,”  he 
said.  “There  are  over  130  references  to 
helping  other  people  in  the  Bible.  Many 
other  organizations  claim  they  are  help¬ 
ing  the  poor.  They  should  come  out  here 
and  pick  up  a  hammer;  that’s  helping, 
not  just  talking.  " 

Mr.  Deaver’s  group  recently  complet¬ 
ed  work  on  a  home  in  the  “El  Paraiso” 
colonia  for  32-year-old  Hector  Vega;  his 
wife,  Sylvia;  and  their  three  children. 

Prototype  home  completed 

The  Vega  home— three  small  rooms 
and  a  bathroom— was  built  as  a  proto¬ 
type  to  establish  the  cost  for  a  proposal 
to  build  houses  and  sell  them  to  the  poor 
interest-free. 

The  prototype  pegged  the  cost  be¬ 
tween  $3,000  and  $4,000,  depending  on 
donations,  said  Ms.  Bundy. 

Another  group  has  just  finished  a 
smaller,  more  typical  project.  The  four 
volunteers— also  “Winter  Texans”— 
worked  to  put  in  a  bathroom  and  remod¬ 
el  a  bedroom  for  an  elderly  woman  who 
had  just  come  home  from  the  hospital. 
The  home  was  in  one  of  the  unnamed  old¬ 
er  developments  near  Mission,  Ms. 
Bundy  said. 

All  volunteers,  except  for  the  nearby 
“Winter  Texans,”  are  housed  and  fed  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Mis¬ 
sion.  The  workers  include  college  stu¬ 
dents  who  repeatedly  spend  vacations 
working  with  the  project. 

“They  just  keep  coming  back,  and  they 
bring  someone  new  each  time.  They  get 
caught  in  ‘the  spirit,’  and  it’s  a  wonderful 
thing  to  see,"  Ms.  Bundy  said. 

Funds  for  the  project  come  from  com¬ 
munity  businesses,  civic  organizations, 
area  churches  and  private  donations.  The 
program  also  receives  voluntary  contri¬ 
butions  from  United  Methodists  in  the 
Southwest  Texas  conference  and  has  the  . 
support  of  the  conference’s  youth  service 
arm. 

Last  year,  the  project  budget  for  ma¬ 
terials  alone  was  about  $21,000. 

This  article  by  Associate  Editor  Glen 
Larum  was  adapted  from  stories  in  the 
McAllen  (Texas)  “ Monitor "  and  the  Dal¬ 
las  “ Morning  News." 


United  Methodists  celebrate 
heritage  as  6 singing  people 9 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
MADISON,  N.J.— United  Methodists, 
known  since  the  days  of  the  Wesleys  as  a 
"singing  people,”  are  to  celebrate  their 
musical  history  April  26  in  the  1987  ob¬ 
servance  of  Heritage  Sunday. 

The  celebration  of  the  church’s  music 
heritage  in  1987  marks  the  first  of  four 
annual  observances  focused  on  major 
points  of  emphasis  in  the  Methodist 
movement.  Others  are:  worship,  1988; 
preaching,  1989;  witnessing,  1990. 

“Music  was  from  the  very  beginning  a 
central  manifestation  of  the  Methodist 
spirit,"  said  Robert  Sledge  of  Abilene,  Tex¬ 
as,  a  member  of  the  church’s  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History.  That 
agency  is  sponsoring  the  observance. 

The  history  commission  has  prepared 
two  packets  of  resource  materials  for 
this  year’s  observance— "200  Years  of 


United  Methodism  Through  Music”— and 
a  set  of  guidelines  for  conducting  “An 
Old-fashioned  Singing  School.” 

Both  packets  contain  reproductions  of 
early-day  hymn  sheets. 

“One  observer  said  he  could  not  decide 
whether  it  was  the  preaching  of  John 
Wesley  or  the  hymns  of  Charles  Wesley 
that  gave  the  greater  impetus  to  early 
Methodism,”  Dr.  Sledge  said. 

“In  1987,  as  the  church  works  on  a  new 
hymnbook,  it  will  be  very  appropriate 
for  us  to  explore  the  music  that  meant  so 
much  to  those  who  went  before  us.” 

The  Rev.  Arthur  W.  Swarthout,  assis¬ 
tant  general  secretary  of  the  history 
commission,  said  music  “has  enabled 
many  to  share  their  joy  and  sorrow  with 
others  in  the  light  of  a  conviction  of 
God’s  love  that  sustains  us  in  all  circum¬ 
stances.” 


I 


PACK  6 


Jackie  Navard  directs  class. 


we  have  received  the  services  of  a 
school  teacher  on  campus  for  the 
first  time.  Ms.  Dolores  Giles  (a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Orleans)  began  her 
work  in  September.  The  class  is  a 
place  where  the  children  can  adjust 
before  moving  on  to  public  school. 
What  a  difference  a  year  can  make 
when  the  children  are  receiving  the 
proper  care  and  attention.  Last  year, 
and  in  previous  years,  one  of  our 
staff  had  to  be  at  the  school  almost 
daily  to  handle  behavior  problems. 
This  year,  because  the  children  are 
allowed  to  adjust  to  their  new  envi¬ 
ronment  first,  we  have  had  very  few 
problems  that  relate  to  the  school. 


The  Methodist 
Home  of 
New  Orleans 

A  Qood  Samaritan  Agency 


Clip  and  Mail  to: 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
P.O.  Box  15109,  Station  B 
New  Orleans,  LA  70175 

_  Please  send  me  more  information  about  The  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans. 

_  We  would  like  to  have  someone  from  The  Home  in  our  church. 


rHE  UNITED  METHPlHsr  REPORTER 
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THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 

Caring  for  Abused,  Abandoned  and  Neglected  Children 

P.O.Box  15109, Station  B  New  Orleans, La.  70175 


Kev.  \A .  O.  Lynch 
Superintendent 


‘Abuse  Really  Hurts’ 

Jeri  Kd wards  Kev.  James  Akins 

Asst,  to  Supt.  Director  of  Child  Care 


Mike  Case,M$>\ 
Social  W  orker 


Kev.  Richard  Hodges 
At  t  IRM  —  1  herapisl 


‘It  was  the 
Best  of  Times, 

It  was  the 
orst  of  Times’ 

It  was  the  best  of  times.  This  year 
as  in  the  past  we  have  had  many  who 
volunteered  their  time  and  money. 
We  wish  we  could  recognize  each  of 
you  individually.  We  literally  could 
not  continue  to  function  without  the 
individuals  that  faithfully  remember 
the  Home  each  month  in  their  giving. 
We  remember  not  only  the  ones  who 
give  their  money  but  those  who  give 
of  their  time  each  week.  A  special 
thanks  to  each  of  you  wherever  God 
has  chosen  to  use  you  in  this  minis¬ 
try  to  children. 

It  was  the  worst  of  times.  State 
cutbacks  and  readjustments  to  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  state  have  had  a  very 
negative  impact  on  facilities  such  as 
The  Methodist  Home.  Our  average 
population  count  in  1985-86  was  47 
children.  In  the  months  of  November 
through  January  our  population 
count  fell  below  30  children  for  the 
first  time  in  our  history.  This  has 
negatively  impacted  services  and 
has  resulted  in  the  layoff  of  several 
staff  members.  Other  staff  have  had 
to  double  their  efforts  to  care  for  the 
children.  The  need  continues  to  be 
great.  We  ask  for  your  help,  not  for 
ourselves,  but  for  the  children  for 
whom  we  care.  Help  us  reach  out  in 
love  to  the  children  of  Louisiana. 
They  deserve  your  help  and  concern. 

The  Bible  says,  “For  unto  whoever 
much  is  given,  of  him  shall  much  be 
required.”  Luke  12:48b.  So  many  of 
us  have  been  given  so  much.  It  is  our 
task  as  Christians  to  care  for  those 
who  cannot  care  for  themselves.  Je¬ 
sus  said,  "Inasmuch  as  you  have 
done  it  to  the  least  of  the  brethren 
you  have  done  it  unto  me.”  Matthew 
25:40 


Richard  Hodges  trains  resident  family. 


Therapeutically  Speaking’ 


Raising  children  and 
Sowing  Seeds 

There  are  at  least  four  (4)  basic  at¬ 
titudes  or  philosophies  used  by  par¬ 
ents  in  raising  children.  It  is  by  no 
coincidence  that  these  same  four  (4) 
attitudes  or  philosophies  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Scriptures.  Luke  8:4-15 
is  a  familiar  passage,  commonly 
called  “The  Parable  of  the  Sower.” 
It  is  here  that  Jesus  describes  the 
man  who  went  out  to  sow  the  word 
of  God  (vs.  11).  Some  of  the  man’s 
seed  fell  by  the  wayside,  some  fell 
upon  the  rocks,  some  fell  among  the 
thorns  and  some  seed  fell  on  good 
ground. 

May  I  suggest  to  you,  that  parents 
sow  their  seed  in  very  much  the 


same  way.  The  parents  seed  howev¬ 
er,  represents  their  children.  Some 
parents  seed  fall  by  the  way  side, 
some  falls  upon  rocks,  some  fall 
among  thorns  and  some  are  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  fall  upon  the  good 
ground. 

Upon  careful  examination,  one  is 
able  to  discover  the  following: 
(1)  Some  parents  leave  the  Physical 
and  Spiritual  growth  of  their  chil¬ 
dren)  to  chance.  These  child(ren)  are 
classified  as  Abandoned.  (2)  Some 
parents  are  satisfied  with  the  most 
meager  of  efforts  in  raising  their 
child(ren).  These  child(ren)  are 
called  Neglected.  (3)  Some  parents 
are  happy  to  be  just  a  small  part  of 
their  child(ren)’s  life.  These  chil¬ 


dren)  are  the  abused  of  society. 
(4)  Finally,  some  parents  are  not 
satisfied  until  they  show  their  chil¬ 
dren)  God  and  the  way  He  intended 
marriage  and  family  life  to  be. 

We  at  The  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans  consider  the  fourth  (4th)  at¬ 
titude  or  philosophy  the  only  accept¬ 
able  way  to  raise  a  child  or  children. 
Please  pray  for  us  as  we  undertake 
this  endeavor.  Pray  also,  that  God 
will  allow  you  to  be  the  type  of  par¬ 
ent  that  will  not  be  satisfied  until 
you  show  your  child(ren)  God,  and 
the  way  that  He  intended  marriage 
and  family  life  to  be. 

Sincerely,  In  His  Name, 
Rev.  Richard  E.  Hodges 
Philippians  1:3-6. 


Home  Receives  New  Van 


Variety  Club  &  Ford  Motor  Co.  Make  Gift 


New  Program  Begins 


It  was  the  best  of  times.  The  Vari¬ 
ety  Club  of  New  Orleans,  Tent  45, 
presented  The  Home  with  a  brand 
new  Ford  XLT  van.  This  fifteen  pas¬ 
senger  van  will  greatly  enhance 
trips  and  help  in  getting  the  children 
to  school  and  appointments.  This 
club  (which  includes  a  number  of  lo¬ 


cal  Methodists)  not  only  donated  the 
van  but  paid  for  the  first  year’s  in¬ 
surance.  The  Variety  club  and  Ford 
Motor  Company  participate  in  this 
project  yearly  and  this  year  we  are 
fortunate  recipients.  Thanks  go  out 
to  the  Variety  Club  and  Ford  Motor 
Company  for  their  generosity. 


Hodges  Joins  Staff 

It  was  the  best  of  times.  We  have 
employed  Rev.  Richard  Hodges,  a 
clinical  member  of  the  American 
Association  of  Marriage  and  Family 
Therapist,  to  be  the  caseworker  and 
therapist  in  our  new  AFFIRM  pro¬ 
gram. 

Here  at  the  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans,  we  have  begun  an  in¬ 
novative  new  program  for  twenty 
(20)  abandoned,  abused  and  neglect¬ 
ed  children.  Our  program  is  called 
A. F. F  I  R  M.,  an  acronym  which 
stands  for,  A  Family  For  Individual 
Resource  Management.  A.F.F.I.R.M. 
is  Residentail  Family  Care  of  the 


highest  caliber.  Our  RFC  parents 
have  been  recruited  and  individually 
selected  for  training.  The  home  our 
RFC  parents  will  provide  will  re¬ 
semble  as  normal  a  family  setting  as 
possible.  One  statement  resounds, 
“unconditional  love,  acceptance  and 
commitment  to  the  child(ren)”  is  ex¬ 
pected  However,  treatment  and 
therapy  goals  and  objectives  are  the 
major  task.  In  addition  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  the  child(ren)  receives  in  the 
RFC  home,  the  family  from  which 
the  child(ren)  comes  will  also  re¬ 
ceive  therapy,  with  the  goal  of  re¬ 
turning  the  child(ren)  to  their  family 
after  one  (1)  year. 


Rev.  Lynch  receives  keys  for  new  van. 


Health  Care 


The  staff  gives  prescribed  medication. 


Say  AAAAHHH! 

Health  is  a  constant  concern  with  chil¬ 
dren.  Fever,  cuts,  childhood  diseases  are 
always  watched  with  care.  Every  child 
has  a  physical  within  72  hours  of  enter¬ 
ing  The  Home.  Around  the  clock  medica¬ 
tion  are  given  according  to  Doctor’s 
orders. 

*  4 - 1 


Carolyn  Peacock  washes. 


Skating 


Loved  and  wanted. 


Helping  Hands 

Three  youth  join  hands  to  stay  up  as 
they  learn  to  balance  on  skates.  Each 
learns  they  must  depend  on  others  for 
help.  Getting  rid  of  energy  in  an  appro¬ 


priate  way  is  always  a  challenge  for  dis¬ 
turbed  children.  In  our  new  Gym  each 
child  can  find  release  for  a  lot  of  frustra¬ 
tion.  Activities  are  not  just  for  fun,  but 
also  offers  opportunity  to  express  feel¬ 
ings. 


Wash  Day-W  ash  Day 

Everyday  Is  Wash  Day 

Four  washers  and  four  dryers  work 
everyday  to  keep  the  children  clean. 
Clean  clothes  are  a  trademark  of  the 
children  from  The  Home.  Drying  isn’t 
the  end  of  the  work.  Now  all  the  clothes 
must  be  folded  and  returned  to  the  right 
child.  A  washer's  work  is  never  done. 


Rock-A-Bye  Baby 


A  Child  Sleeps 

At  The  Methodist  Home  a  child  begins 
her  life.  Here  she  is  held,  caressed,  fed, 
and  clothed.  Twenty-four  hours  a  day 
these  babies  experience  security, 


warmth,  and  tender  loving  care.  Rocking 
chairs  set  the  rhythm  of  life  in  the  Nurs¬ 
ery.  In  the  months  that  lie  ahead,  the  ba¬ 
bies  will  learn  to  smile,  coo,  and  follow 
movement  with  their  eyes. 


Pre-School  Enrichment 


Mike  Serpas  leads  singing. 

Sing-A-Long 


Volunteers  Help 

Abuse  knows  no  age.  These  2-5  year 
old  preschoolers  find  release  for  their 
hurts  and  fears  through  directed  activi¬ 
ties.  The  joy  of  achieving  builds  self-con¬ 
fidence.  There  are  no  failures,  only 


successes  in  this  room. 

Volunteers  play  with  the  children  on  a 
one-to-one  basis.  Touching,  caring,  and 
loving  strengthens  the  child’s  self-image. 
It’s  like  the  hand  of  Christ  touching  each 
little  one. 


Therapist  Helps  Heal 

How  does  one  release  the  fear  of  a 
child?  What  if  a  child  hurts  so  much  they 
won’t  talk?  Ask  Mike  Serpas,  our  Music 


Therapist.  For  several  years  Mike  has 
helped  the  children  express  themselves 
through  music.  Hands  clap,  feet  tap  and 
before  your  eyes  a  joyful  child  unfolds 
before  your  eyes. 


- I  would  like  to  make  a  ddnation  to  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans. 

Enclosed  please  find  my  check  for  $  _ _ 


Name  - Church 

Address _ _ 
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APRIL  3,  1987 


LOUISIANA 
EDUCATION 
EXPO 


Sat.,  April  4  Sun.,  April  5 

Baton  Rouge  Centroplex 

10  a.m.-6  p.m.  1-5  p.m. 

Make  plans  to  visit  the  Conference’s  booth  to  see  how  United  Methodists  in 
Louisiana  enhance  our  state’s  educational  system. 


0 he  'Bishop's 
Corner 

‘Kindergarten  Learning’ 


A  friend  sent  me  the  following  writ¬ 
ten  by  Robert  Fulghum: 

"Most  of  what  I  really  need  to  know 
about  how  to  live  and  what  to  do  and 
how  to  be  I  learned  in  Kindergarten. 
Wisdom  was  not  at  the  top  of  the 
Graduate  School  mountain,  but  there 
in  the  sandbox  at  Nursery  School. 

"These  are  the  things  I  learned. 
Share  everything,  play  fair,  don’t  hit 
people,  put  things  back  where  you 
found  them,  clean  up  your  own  mess, 
don’t  take  things  that  aren’t  yours, 
say  you  are  sorry  when  you  hurt 
somebody,  wash  your  hands  before 
you  eat,  warm  cookies  and  cold  milk 
are  good  for  you,  live  a  balanced  life, 
learn  some  and  think  some,  and  draw, 
and  paint,  and  sing,  and  dance,  and 
play,  and  work  everyday  some. 

"Take  a  nap  every  afternoon.  When 
you  go  out  into  the  world,  watch  for 
traffic,  hold  hands  and  stick  together. 
Be  aware  of  wonder.  Remember  the 
little  seed  and  the  plastic  cup.  The 
roots  go  down  and  the  plant  goes  up 
and  nobody  really  knows  how  or  why, 
but  we  are  all  like  that. 


“Goldfish,  and  hamsters,  and  white 
mice,  and  even  the  little  seed  in  the 
plastic  cup  —  they  all  die.  So  do  we. 

“And  then  remember  the  book 
about  Dick  and  Jane  and  the  first 
word  you  learned,  the  biggest  word  of 
all:  LOOK.  Everything  you  need  to 
know  is  in  there  somewhere,  the  Gold¬ 
en  Rule,  and  love,  and  basic  sanita¬ 
tion,  ecology,  and  politics,  and  sane 
living. 

"Think  of  what  a  better  world  it 
would  be  if  we  all  —  the  whole  world 
—  had  cookies  and  milk  about  3:00  ev¬ 
ery  afternoon  and  then  lay  down  with 
our  blankets  for  a  nap  or  if  we  had  a 
basic  policy  in  our  nation  and  other 
nations  to  always  put  things  back 
where  we  found  them  and  cleaned  up 
our  own  messes.  And  it  is  still  true,  no 
matter  how  old  you  are,  when  you  go 
out  into  the  world,  it  is  best  to  hold 
hands  and  stick  together.” 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  and  the  New  Orleans/Sli¬ 
dell  District  will  honor  the  Bi-Centennial 
of  the  American  Constitution  with  a  pro¬ 
duction  of  1776,  a  musical  about  the  men 
of  the  Continental  Congress  who  strug¬ 
gled  with  the  decision  of  declaring  inde¬ 
pendence  for  the  American  Colonies 
from  Great  Britain.  Set  in  Philadelphia, 
it  chronicles  the  hot  summer  days 
through  which  the  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence  was  discussed,  written  and  vot¬ 
ed  upon. 

Auditions  for  1776  will  be  held  Satur¬ 
day,  April  4th  from  1:30-3:30  p.m.  and 
Sunday,  April  5th  from  7:30-9:30  p.m.  at 
St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church,  5875 
Canal  Blvd.  Twenty-five  men  of  all 
shapes,  sizes  and  ages  are  needed.  Acting 
talent  and  a  good  singing  voice  ARE 
NOT  NECESSARY,  only  a  desire  to  fel¬ 
lowship  with  others.  Also  needed  are  vol¬ 
unteers  for  set  construction,  rehearsal 
pianists  and  orchestral  musicians.  Per¬ 
formances  will  be  in  the  sanctuary  of  St. 
Luke’s  June  25,  26,  27  and  July  2,  3,  and  4. 

For  more  information  on  auditions  or 
the  production,  call  (504)  486-3982. 

•  •  • 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  New  Orleans  is  featuring  Rana 
Limbo,  RN,  MS,  a  clinical  nurse  specialist 
in  a  one-day  workshop  entitled  “When  A 
Baby  Dies,”  A  “Resolve  through  Shar¬ 
ing”  seminar.  This  seminar  is  designed 
for  those  who  work  with  families  who 
have  lost  a  baby  through  miscarriage, 
stillbirth  or  newborn  death.  The  seminar 
begins  at  8  a.m.  and  concludes  at  4:15 
p.m.  and  tuition  is  $35.  Participating 
clergy  will  receive  8.4  CEU’s  for  attend¬ 
ing.  For  more  information  contact  the 
Social  Services  Department  at  (504)  244- 
5432. 


The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Ringgold  will  sponsor  a  Church  Picnic 
April26~ afa  church  camp  north  of  Ring- 
gold  on  Highway  7. 

This  is  part  of  a  continuing  evange¬ 
listic  emphasis  by  this  church. 

Rev.  J.C.  Skinner  is  the  pastor. 

The  United  Methodist  Men  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Amite,  held  a 
jambalaya  dinner  on  Thursday,  March 
12.  Approximately  350  dinners  were 
served,  and  part  of  the  funds  from  the 
event  will  go  toward  support  of  a  schol¬ 
arship  at  Centenary  College.  Miss  Sherry 
Thompson,  a  member  of  the  church  and 
a  second  year  student  at  Centenary,  is 
the  recipient  of  the  scholarship  support. 
Rev.  Stephen  Spurlock  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  Wilhite  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  Monroe  District  has  recently  con¬ 
structed  a  concrete  ramp  and  a  rail  at 
the  side  entrance.  The  ramp  will  be  used 
by  the  handicapped  and  those  having 
problems  using  steeper  stairs.  The 
church  was  built  in  1892.  Rev.  E.  Benja¬ 
min  Fant  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  * 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge  has  a  Saturday  Service  of 
Worship  at  6:00  p.m.  each  week.  The  four 
staff  ministers  rotate  the  preaching  re¬ 
sponsibilities  and  the  service  features 
the  various  choirs  and  soloists  of  the 
church.  The  service  has  a  large  number 
of  regular  attenders  and  has  persons 
joining  the  church,  baptisms  and  month¬ 
ly  communion.  The  staff  began  talking 
about  the  possibilities  for  such  a  service 
in  the  Spring  of  1985,  and  it  was  begun 
this  past  September.  Dr.  Kenneth  R. 
Reed  is  the  Senior  Minister. 


UMM  Annual  Meeting 
Only  One  Month  Away 


"Skilled  Labor  for  the  Master”  is  the 
theme  for  the  United  Methodist  Men’s 
Congress  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  that  will  be  held  May  1-3,  1987  at 
Lakeview  Assembly,  Palestine,  Texas. 
The  keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr.  James 
B.  Buskirk,  senior  minister  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Tulsa,  OK.  Dr.  Zan 
W.  Holmes,  Jr.,  professor  of  Homiletics, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  minister 
of  St.  Luke’s  Community  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Dallas,  TX,  will  be  the  Bible 
study  leader. 

Nineteen  workshop  groups  on  topics 
such  as  Prayer,  Evangelism,  The  Church 
School,  Giving,  The  Scouting  Ministry, 
Lay  Leadership,  Volunteers  in  Mission, 
Spirituality,  Worship,  The  Local  Church 
United  Methodist  Men’s  Organization, 
Youth  Ministry,  Church  Music  and  Wor¬ 
ship,  and  The  United  Methodist  Men 
Foundation  will  be  held.  There  will  be 
opportunities  available  for  prayer,  wor¬ 
ship  and  fellowship  as  well  as  exploring 
ways  to  cope  with  family  problems,  per¬ 


sonal  stress,  and  the  use  of  alcohol  and 
drugs. 

Mr.  Oris  Baldwin,  music  director  and 
song  leader  of  Ft.  Worth,  TX  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  music  and  Richard  Ale- 
gria,  Jr.  of  Corpus  Christi,  TX  will  be  the 
organist.  Special  music  will  be  provided 
by  The  Miracles  of  the  Bad'dour  Memo¬ 
rial  Center,  Senatobia,  MS;  the  Wiley 
College  Choir,  Marshall,  TX;  the  Lon 
Morris  College  Choir,  Jacksonville,  TX; 
and,  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Men’s 
Chorus. 

Over  2000  United  Methodist  Men  are 
expected  to  attend.  Housing  will  be 
available  at  the  Lakeview  Assembly 
(where  RV  space  is  also  available)  and  at 
nearby  motels.  Brochures  with  addition¬ 
al  information  have  been  sent  to  local 
church  and  conference  presidents  of 
United  Methodist  Men.  Mr.  Charles  Dick 
of  Kansas  City,  MO  is  the  president  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  United 
Methodist  Men. 

More  information  may  be  obtained  by 
calling  Ofney  Ellis  at  (504)  923-0875. 


DISCIPLE  Training 
Seminars  Scheduled 


DISCIPLE  is  the  new  pastor-directed 
Bible  study  published  by  Cokesbury  in¬ 
tended  to  develop  strong  Christian  lead¬ 
ers  through  regular,  in-depth  study  of 
Scripture.  It  is  written  by  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Richard  Wilke  and  will  be  available 
for  use  this  fall. 

The  training  for  the  leaders  will  be 
held  this  summer  in  seven  locations.  The 
first  training,  and  the  one  closest  to  Loui¬ 
siana,  will  be  June  30-July  2  in  Dallas. 
The  training  seminars  will  also  be  held 
in  July  and  early  August  in  cities 
throughout  the  country.  The  seminar  will 
be  led  by  Dick  Murray,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  and  Bishop  Wilke.  It  is  for  the 
pastor  and  any  other  church  leaders  who 
will  be  involved  in  teaching  DISCIPLE. 

In  order  to  use  DISCIPLE,  a  church 

The  search  is  on! 


must  enroll.  The  total  cost  for  church  en¬ 
rollment  is  $800.  This  includes  $577  in 
materials,  including  a  set  of  four  90-min¬ 
ute  videotapes,  and  the  registration  (with 
room  and  meals)  for  the  training  event 
for  the  pastor.  Other  persons  may  regis¬ 
ter  for  the  seminar  at  $250  each. 

DISCIPLE  is  designed  for  a  small 
group  of  twelve  persons  to  study  togeth¬ 
er  for  34  weeks.  The  first  16  sessions  will 
cover  the  Old  Testament  and  the  last  18 
sessions  with  the  New  Testament.  Each 
participant  will  receive  a  study  manual 
and  each  session  will  include  a  video¬ 
taped  presentation  by  a  Biblical  scholar. 

Registration  forms  and  sample  mate¬ 
rials  for  DISCIPLE  can  be  found  in  the 
April  coordinated  mailing. 


Want  to  give  the  Laity  Address  in  1988? 


Retirement  Seminar 
Planned  for  Clergy 

Once  again  the  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  is  sponsoring  a  pre-retirement  semi¬ 
nar  for  those  who  are  anticipating  retirement  in  the  near  future.  This  event  will  be 
held  at  University  United  Methodist  Church,  3350  Dalrymple  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  be¬ 
ginning  at  9:30  a  m.  and  concluding  at  4:00  p.m.  Clergy  and  spouses  are  encouraged  to 
attend  this  very  important  meeting. 

Seminar  Schedule 

9:30  a.m.  Registration,  coffee 

9:45  a.m.  Greetings  from  Bishop  Walter  Underwood 

9:50  a.m.  “Myths  of  Aging  and  Retirement,”  Dr.  Eugene  J.  Moore,  Assistant  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary 
1 1 :00  a.m.  Coffee  Break 
11:15  a.m.  "Finding  A  New  Identity,”  Dr.  Moore 
12:30  a.m.  Lunch 

"What  It’s  Like  to  Retire,”  Mrs.  Clytie  Perry 
1:30  p.m.  “Social  Security  Benefits,”  William  Snyder,  Assistant  Director,  Social  Se¬ 
curity  Administration 

2:00  p.m.  "Medicare  —  Present  &  Future,”  Ron  Hodges,  Medicare  Provider  Oper¬ 
ation,  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield 

2:15  p.m.  Methodist  Pensions  &  Hospitalization,  Dr.  Jimmie  Caraway,  Executive 
Director,  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Pensions,  United  Methodist 
Church 

2:45  p.m.  “Living  Arrangements,”  Rev.  James  Adams,  Executive  Director,  Louisi- 


Do  you  want  an  opportunity  to  address 
the  1,000-member  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  St.  Louis?  The  search  is  still  on 
for  the  person  to  give  the  laity  address  to 
the  denomination’s  highest  governing 
body.  Interested  persons  have  until  June 
30,  1987  to  submit  speeches.  After  that 
date  a  screening  committee  will  review 
each  entry  for  its  content,  clarity  and  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  theme  "Ministry  of  the 
Laity:  What  It  Means  To  Be  Disciples 
Every  Day.” 

Manuscripts  should  be  submitted  in 
English,  typed,  double-spaced,  with  the 
author’s  name  on  a  cover  sheet  but  not 
on  the  pages  of  the  text.  The  speech 
should  take  no  more  than  20  minutes  to 
present  orally.  The  writer  may  designate 
another  United  Methodist  layperson  to 
present  the'speecIT 

Finalists  will  present  papers  during 
the  National  Association  of  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Lay  Leaders  (NAACLL),  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  19-21, 1988.  NAACLL  is  an  affiliate 
of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship’s 
Section  on  Ministry  of  the  Laity.  Marcus 
Fang,  lay  leader  of  the  Wisconsin  Annual 
Conference  and  chairperson  of  the 
search  committee  said  the  lay  leaders’ 
association  sought  a  more  innovative,  in¬ 
teresting  way  to  present  the  rank-and- 


file  viewpoint  than  methods  of  the  past, 
such  as  the  "committee  process”  used  in 
1984. 

To  send  manuscripts  or  for  more  in¬ 
formation  write,  NAACLL,  c/o  Section 
on  Ministry  of  the  Laity,  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
Tennessee  37202. 


ana  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board,  Inc. 

3:00  p.m.  “What  To  Do  With  What  You’ve  Got,”  Rev.  Don  Hall,  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District 

3:15  p.m.  “Steps  in  Retirement,”  Rev.  Terrence  August,  Pastor,  Winan  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  Franklinton,  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry 

3:30  p.m.  “It’s  Up  to  You,”  Dr.  Moore 
4:00  p.m.  Safe  Journey  Home 


‘Rainbow  Blitz’  Workshop  Provides 
Opportunity  for  Youth,  Workers 


Youth  workers  and  junior  and  senior 
high  youth  are  invited  to  participate  in  a 
one-day  training  time  to  learn  how  to 
have  a  more  effective  youth  ministry  in 
the  local  church  on  Saturday,  April  11, 
from  8:30  a.m. -4: 15  p.m. 

Sponsored  by  the  Alexandria  District 
and  First  Church,  Pineville,  “Rainbow 
Blitz”  will  provide  an  opportunity 
through  hands-on  training  for  those  who 
attend  to  gain  knowledge  and  take  home 
ideas  of  how  to  have  a  closer-knit, 
Christ-centered  youth  group. 

Leaders  for  the  workshop  are  J.  David 
Stone  and  Rose  Mary  Miller.  Stone  is  a 


national  leader  in  youth  ministry.  His 
vast  experience  ranges  from  local 
church  youth  work  to  teaching  at  Youth 
Ministry  University  and  lecturing  *at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  He  is 
executive  director  of  Youth  Ministries 
Consultation  Service  and  author  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  books  including  Spiritual  Growth 
in  Youth  Ministry. 

Ms.  Miller  has  led  workshops  from 
coast-to-coast  in  Protestant  and  Catholic 
churches,  dioceses  and  rallies.  She 
worked  with  the  U.S.  Army  Chaplains  in 
the  European  Theater  leading  workshops 
which  included  the  non-professional 


counseling  model  of  "Friend  to  Friend." 
Along  with  Stone,  Ms.  Miller  introduced 
a  model  of  recruiting  volunteer  youth 
workers  from  their  recently  completed 
book,  Volunteer  Youth  Workers.  How  to 
Recruit  and  Develop. 

The  one-day  seminar  is  only  $20  per 
person  or  $100  per  church.  The  fee  cov¬ 
ers  registration,  a  full  day  of  instruction, 
class  materials,  lunch  and  coffee  breaks. 

More  information  about  the  "Rainbow 
Blitz”  may  be  obtained  by  contacting 
Mrs.  Sue  Weaver,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  893,  Pineville,  La. 
71361,  telephone  (318)  443-0426. 


Recently  the  members  of  Mangum  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port  witnessed  a  very  special  event  in  the  life  of  their  church.  Rev.  Lael  Jones  (r) 
and  Edward  Jolly  are  shown  as  they  burn  a  15  year  accumulation  of  mortgages  to¬ 
talling  over  $1  million  which  was  paid  off  five  years  early. 


The  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Laity 
recently  voted  to  assist  the  Leesville 
Korean  United  Methodist  Church  in 
starting  a  new  church.  Bill  Ford,  Lake 
Charles  District  Director  of  the  1000 
Club  is  shown  presenting  the  check  to 
Pastor  Chung  Young  Soon  as  others 
looked  on.  This  assistance  of  the  1000 
Club  is  in  addition  to  the  present  call  for 
1986-87  which  is  the  East  St.  Charles 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Destrehan. 


Board  of  Laity  Seeks  Resumes 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Laity  recently  voted  to  solicit  resumes  of 
those  lay  persons  interested  in  being  delegates  to  the  general  and  jurisdictional 
conferences. 

All  lay  leaders  and  pastors  will  be  notified  to  solicit  these  resumes  which 
will  be  assembled  into  booklet  form  and  given  to  all  lay  delegates  at  the  May 
16th  Mini-Conferences.  Do  not  wait  to  send  your  resume  if  you  are  interested 
—  do  so  now. 

This  will  allow  the  delegates  time  to  study  the  resumes  and  come  prepared 
to  cast  intelligent  spirit-led  votes. 

All  resumes  should  include  name  and  church  membership,  age,  sex,  present 
and  past  activities  in  the  local  church,  district  or  conference  level. 

Any  brief  personal  information  or  testimony  can  be  included. 

All  resumes  should  be  mailed  to  Hubert  Blanchard,  Conference  Lay  Leader, 
P.O.  Drawer  29,  Sulphur,  La.  70664  before  May  1, 1987. 


Pictured  are  Sister  Mary  John,  Coordinator  of  Abraham's  Tent  (left)  and  Patty 
Marx,  UMW  President  of  University  United  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles.  Patty 
is  presenting  a  check  from  the  University  UMW  to  be  used  in  the  support  of  the  min¬ 
istry  of  Abraham’s  Tent.  Abraham’s  Tent  is  an  ecumenical  project  sponsored  by  the 
Calcasieu  Ministerial  Association.  Through  the  efforts  of  volunteers  from  the  entire 
community,  between  150  and  200  needy  people  are  fed  one  meal  a  day.  Food  is  do¬ 
nated  by  individuals  and  businesses  throughout  the  area. 


Shown  above  are  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Beal,  (center)  with  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  Ev¬ 
ans  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans.  They  attended  a  regional 
Covenant  Discipleship  Seminar  at  St.  James  United  Methodist  in  Little  Rock.  Rev. 
Beal  is  on  the  National  Advisory  Committee  for  Covenant  Discipleship.  He  will  lead 
a  CovenanfGroup  Workshop  for  the  New  Orleans  districts  at  First  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans  on  May  8-9.  Prior  registration  for  both  clergy  and  laity  will  be  $13.  Brochures 
are  available  through  the  district  office.  This  will  include  two  meals  beginning  Fri¬ 
day  at  6  p.m.  Valet  parking  will  be  provided  two  blocks  from  the  church  with  a  shut¬ 
tle  bus  running  Friday  night. 

Participants  are  also  encouraged  to  read,  "Accountable  Discipleship”  before  the 
workshop  begins.  The  book  will  be  offered  for  sale  at  District  meetings  and  at  the 
district  office. 
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Edito  ria  Is 

If  Tertullian  could  see  us  now  . . . 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


An  ancient  father  of  the  church,  Ter¬ 
tullian,  once  noted  that  the  early  ene¬ 
mies  of  Christianity  could  not  help  but  be 
impressed  with  one  thing  they  saw 
among  Christ’s  followers. 

“See  how  these  Christians  love  one  an¬ 
other,”  Tertullian  reported  the  skeptics 
saying. 

How  sadly  ironic  that  sounds  to  any¬ 
one  who  has  followed  the  mudslinging 
during  recent  weeks  among  prominent 
TV  evangelists. 

The  unflattering  epithets,  charges  and 
countercharges  exchanged  by  the  likes 
of  Jim  Bakker,  Jimmy  Swaggart,  Oral 
Roberts,  Robert  Schuller  and  Pat  Rob¬ 
ertson  have  been  a  sorry  front-page 
spectacle  of  anything  but  Christian  love. 

Nor  does  it  improve  matters  that  the 
fuse  for  the  conflagration  was  a  tawdry 
illicit  sexual  liason  some  seven  years  ago 
between  Mr.  Bakker  and  a  young  church 
secretary  and  subsequent  efforts  to  buy 
her  silence. 

For  the  moment,  at  least,  the  dividing 
line  appears  to  be  between  those  who  re¬ 
gard  Mr.  Bakker  as  a  “great  man  of 
God”  and  those  who  welcomed  his  forced 
resignation  from  his  well-known  PTL 
television  ministry  as  a  sign  that  “God  is 
doing  a  little  housecleaning.” 


We  see  nothing  redemptive  in  these 
exchanges.  Nor  do  we  see  anything  to 
gloat  about  for  those  of  us  who  don’t  side 
with  either  faction. 

The  fact  is  all  of  us  who  call  ourselves 
Christians  lose  credibility  in  an  already 
skeptical  world  when  fellow  Christians 
wallow  in  such  unloving  behavior. 

It’s  also  true  that  none  of  us  should 
claim  or  feel  moral  superiority  to  those 
involved  in  this  incident.  If  anything,  the 
ugliness  it  displays  is  a  painful  reminder 
of  just  how  difficult  it  is  authentically  to 
live  a  life  of  Christian  love. 

The  expressions  of  such  a  love— includ¬ 
ing  fidelity,  humility  and  forgiveness — 
are  deceptively  difficult  virtues  for  sinful 
human  beings  to  practice  apart  from  a 
deep  reliance  on  the  grace  of  God. 

We  should  pray  for  healing  among  and 
within  all  those  whose  lives  and  minis¬ 
tries  have  been  tarnished  by  the  recent 
disclosures.  Our  prayers  should  include  a 
confession  that  none  of  us  is  beyond  ex¬ 
pressing  uncharitable  feelings  and  un- 
Christian  actions  toward  others. 

And,  in  the  corner  of  the  world  where 
we  live  out  our  calling  as  Christians,  we 
should  do  all  in  our  power  to  make  real 
the  love  that  ancient  skeptics  once  saw 
among  Christ’s  followers. 


I  GUi&>  I  OFTEN 
QUESTI0H  GOV 


wrn  mines  GO 
BAP  I  SAY 
*WHV  ME,10KP?" 


APRIL  3,  1987 


Here  I  Stand 


We  should  find  ways  to  empower 
pastors  and  laity  to  be  prophetic 


i  ujoHvix  mv 
I  NEVER  SAY 

'why  me?"  men 

THMSS  OO  WELL? 


Reaffirming  baptism  is  good  idea 


By  CAROLYN  S.  SCARR 

The  hearts  of  the  many  of  us  who  have 
been  working  for  disarmament  were 
warmed  by  the  Council  of  Bishops’  re¬ 
cent  pastoral  letter,  “In  Defense  of  Cre¬ 
ation.” 

Others,  however,  have  alleged  that  the 
higher  levels  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  are  out  of  touch  with  the  laity 
and  its  concerns.  Letters  stating  this 
opinion  appear  fairly  frequently  in  the 
pages  of  the  Reporter. 

To  the  extent  these  letters  are  accu¬ 
rate,  it  is  perhaps  because  the  gap  be¬ 
tween  the  hierarchy  and  the  laity  is  not 
adequately  being  filled  by  the  prophetic 
ministry  of  the  local  pastor.  That  may 
not  be  entirely  the  fault  of  the  local  pas¬ 
tor. 

In  the  late  1950s  I  lived  in  a  Southern 
town.  My  parents  were  “Yankees”  from 
California. 

The  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church  we 
attended  confided  to  them  that  he  was 
personally  opposed  to  racial  segregation. 
He  was  afraid  to  speak  out,  however,  be¬ 
cause  he  was  sure  he  would  be  appointed 
to  a  tiny  church  in  the  middle  of  nowhere 


if  he  did.  He  was  probably  right. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  long 
been  gifted  with  pastors,  as  well  as  lay- 
people,  with  a  strong 
prophetic  calling. 

These  people  often 
have  not  received  the 
support  of  the  higher 
administration  of  the 
church  even  when 
the  official  position 
of  the  church  has 
been  consistent  with  .  0 

their  words  and  action.  aro  yn  carr 

Fearing  that  such  pastors  would  rock 
too  many  boats  or  alienate  too  many 
members,  even  bishops  and  district  su¬ 
perintendents  who  agree  with  the  cause 
such  clergypeople  espouse  have  placed 
some  of  the  church’s  strongest  voices  in 
weak  or  dying  churches. 

The  false  notion  has  also  thrived  that  a 
prophetic  calling  is  inconsistent  with  a 
strong  pastoral  ministry  or  a  sound  bibli¬ 
cal  foundation. 

Imagine  what  would  be  the  result  if 
the  voice  of  prophecy  were  given  a 
chance  to  speak  in  a  strong  church  whose 


membership  included  people  who  could 
act  in  support  and  concert. 

The  voice  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  would  not  be  just  the  words  of 
the  bishops.  It  would  be  swelled  by  the 
words  and  actions  of  an  inspired  and  em¬ 
powered  laity— clouds  of  witnesses! 

The  question  now  before  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is,  “How  may  we  live 
out  the  call  of  our  bishops  to  act  in  de¬ 
fense  of  creation?” 

The  question  the  bishops  must  ask 
themselves  this  spring  during  the  appoint¬ 
ment  process  is,  “How  can  we  empower 
our  clergy  and  laypeople  to  make  the 
words  of  our  witness  live  among  us  all?” 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Carolyn  S.  Scan,  is  a 
member  of  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Berkeley,  Calif.  (Calif omia-Ne- 
vada  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “ Here 
I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


If  you’ve  never  heard  of  a  worship  ser¬ 
vice  of  “baptism  reaffirmation,"  don’t 
feel  left  out.  It’s  likely  that  such  a  ser¬ 
vice  is  unknown  among  most  congrega¬ 
tions  across  the  church. 

That  may  change  in  many  congrega¬ 
tions,  however,  in  the  wake  of  such  a  ser¬ 
vice  being  celebrated  at  the  recent 
Global  Missions  Gathering  in  Louisville, 
Ky.  For  large  numbers  of  the  4,000  peo¬ 
ple  there,  it  was  the  highlight  of  the  four- 
day  event. 

The  positive  impact  of  the  service  on 
people  at  the  Global  Gathering  was  am¬ 
ply  visible  in  their  tears,  hugs  and  glow¬ 
ing  faces  during  and  after  the  service. 
Most,  if  not  all,  of  those  in  attendance  ac¬ 
cepted  the  invitation  to  dip  their  hands  in 
water  and  to  “make  a  sign”  reminding 
them  of  their  baptism— for  example, 
touching  the  water  to  their  forehead. 

Afterwards,  numerous  people  con¬ 
firmed  with  words  what  their  gestures  and 
expressions  reflected:  that  the  experience 
had  been  a  “moving”  and  even  “trans¬ 
forming”  reminder  of  the  importance  of 
their  baptism  into  the  Christian  family. 

After  the  service  some  participants  ex¬ 
pressed  a  concern  that  may  partially  ex¬ 
plain  its  infrequent  use.  That’s  the 
possibility  that  “baptism  reaffirmation" 
easily  could  be  confused  with  “re-bap¬ 
tism.”  Christian  tradition  counsels 
against  re-baptism— and  for  good  reason. 

Re-baptism  in  effect  casts  doubt  on 
the  trustworthiness  of  God.  As  Christians 
we  view  baptism  as  a  sign  from  God 
promising  us  that  His  love  is  real  and  un¬ 
conditional  and  that  we  belong  to  the 
Christian  family  of  faith.  To  re-baptize 
implies  that  God’s  promises  are  unreli¬ 
able  or  not  valid  for  all  time. 

Also,  re-baptism  shows  disrespect  for 
other  Christian  bodies  that  baptize,  or  re¬ 
ceive  baptism,  “in  the  name  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit.”  Rejecting  the 
singularity  and  permanence  of  bap¬ 
tism-regardless  of  who  administers 
it— sows  disunity  in  the  church  by  calling 
into  question  the  validity  of  other  Chris¬ 
tians’  beliefs  and  practices. 

Consequently,  a  service  of  baptism  re¬ 
affirmation  or  renewal  should  not  be 
confused  with  re-baptism.  Construing  it 
as  such  obscures  the  valid  rationale  for 
such  a  service.  Namely,  although  God 
does  not  forget  the  promises  made  to  us 
in  our  baptism,  we  as  imperfect  human 
beings  often  do  forget  God’s  promises. 

The  liturgy  used  in  Louisville  pointed 
participants  to  that  reality  with  the  fol- 
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lowing  prayer  by  the  worship  leader  be¬ 
fore  the  invitation  to  “make  a  sign”  with 
the  water: 

“Pour  out  your  Holy  Spirit,  and  by  this 
gift  of  water  call  to  remembrance  the 
grace  declared  to  us  in  our  baptism.  For 
you  have  washed  away  our  sins  and  you 
clothe  us  with  righteousness  throughout 
our  lives,  that  dying  and  rising  with 
Christ  we  may  share  in  his  final  victory.” 

In  a  world  whose  tensions  and  tempta¬ 
tions  tear  at  our  Christian  identity,  we 
need  experiences  that  meet  our  thirst  for 
a  sense  of  life’s  most  basic  reality:  God’s 
unending  love  for  us  revealed  in  Jesus, 
the  Christ.  We  shouldn’t  underestimate 
the  power  of  ancient  symbols,  like  water, 
to  quench  that  spiritual  thirst  when  com¬ 
bined  with  Scripture,  prayer  and  hymns 
in  a  worshipful  reminder  of  our  baptism. 

That  power  was  evident  in  Louisville 
in  the  joy  of  Global  Gathering  partici¬ 
pants,  many  of  whom  expressed  aston¬ 
ishment  at  having  experienced  such 
profound  meaning  in  so  simple  an  act. 

We  commend  the  organizers  of  the 
Global  Gathering  for  using  the  service  of 
baptism  reaffirmation  to  remind  partici¬ 
pants  at  that  missions  gathering  of  God’s 
promises  to  them  and  others.  The  Easter 
season  is  a  fitting  time  for  congregations 
across  the  church  to  consider  using  such  a 
service  to  express  our  faith  that,  through 
baptism,  we  participated  in,  and  continue 
to  share’  in,  “dying  and  rising  with  Christ.” 

(A  resource  for  a  service  of  baptism 
reaffirmation  is  “The  Book  of  Services: 
Containing  the  General  Services  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  1984.”) 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


My  Witness 

The  church  still  offers  strength,  security 
in  the  midst  of  a  confused,  chaotic  world 


By  JIMMIE  J.  COOK 

I  knew  I  was  in  trouble  when  I  saw  my 
daughter  storm  out  of  the  school  building 
and  stalk  toward  me  where  I  was  wait¬ 
ing  in  my  car.  She  had  an  accusing  look 
in  her  eye. 

“There’s  a  tornado  alert,  and  you 
didn’t  come  after  me!”  she  said.  “Suzie’s 
mother  came  after  her. . .  and  Jimmie’s 
mom  came!” 

“But  the  alert  was  for  another  part  of 
the  state,”  I  reassured  her,  “and  besides, 
if  there  is  danger  here,  the  tornado  siren 
would  sound.” 

My  answer  seemed  to  satisfy  her— for 
a  moment.  Then  she  asked,  “Mother, 
what  would  I  do  if  the  siren  went  off,  and 
you  and  Daddy  were  out  of  town?” 

“Go  to  the  church,”  I  said  without  a 
moments  hesitation. 

She  pondered  that  possibility  for  a  mo¬ 
ment. 

"What  if  there  wasn’t  anyone  there?” 
she  asked. 

“There’ll  be  someone  there,”  I  said 
firmly. 

Our  community  had  suffered  two  devas¬ 
tating  tornadoes  in  the  past  15  years,  and 
residents  were  understandably  sensitive  to . 
weathef  reports,  so  I  had  frequently  con¬ 
sidered  what  might  be  a  safe  refuge. 

Our  church  was  built  of  thick,  heavy 
native  stone,  and  our  basement  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  was  bordered  on  all  sides  by 


classrooms,  providing  protection  from 
flying  glass.  And  situated  as  it  was  par¬ 
tially  below  ground  level,  I  felt  safe  in 
recommending  the  church  as  a  practical 
place  to  run  in  the  event  of  a  storm. 

Our  church  has  withstood  the  tests  of 
both  time  and  Mother  Nature,  so  it 
seemed  to  offer  as  much  safety  as  any 
place  I  could  think  of. 

Surely  there  would  be  someone  there! 

Traditionally,  people  gather  at  a 
church  in  an  emergency.  And  too,  I 
thought  of  all  who  meet  there:  Boy 
Scouts,  Bluebirds,  Rotarians,  the  music 
club  during  practice  time,  Compassion¬ 
ate  Friends,  voters  on  election  day! 

And  I  remembered  how  our  church 
had  immediately  become  a  temporary 
hospital  following  the  most  recent  torna¬ 
do.  Then  just  as  quickly,  it  had  converted 
to  an  emergency  kitchen  and  a  Red 
Cross  headquarters. 

Yes,  chances  are  good  that  someone 
would  be  there! 

Many  years,  tears,  weddings,  births, 
deaths,  disappointments  and  blessings 
later,  my  answer  would  still  be  the  same 
except  with  a  spiritual  connotation  rath¬ 
er  than  a  literal  one. 

Our  church  had  indeed  been  buffeted 
by  storms  of  dissension  and  strife.  But 
the  church  is  the  one  organization  that 
has  remained  solid  and  dependable  in  a 
sick,  mixed-up  society. 


The  church  still  offers  hope  and  secu¬ 
rity  in  a  confused,  chaotic  world.  And 
blessed  as  we  Americans  are,  I  am  hum¬ 
bly  thankful  that  I  can  serve  an  institu¬ 
tion  that  is  dedicated  solely  to  making 
the  world  a  better  place  to  live. 

When  I  enter  my  church,  whether  to 
work  or  to  meditate,  I  am  conscious  of  a 
presence  that  truly  “surpasseth  all  un¬ 
derstanding.”  I  can  bask  in  the  soft  glow 
of  the  stained  glass  windows  and  in  the 
hushed  solitude  derive  an  inner  peace 
and  serenity  that  gives  me  strength  and 
purpose  and  direction. 

The  church  is  truly  my  refuge  from 
the  storms  of  life. 

I  am  not  alone. 

If  one  of  my  grandchildren  should  ask 
me  today,  “Mimi,  what  if  something  aw¬ 
ful  happened,  where  would  I  go?” 

“To  the  church,"  I  would  say  with  even 
deeper  conviction  than  before.” 

“Would  there  be  someone  there?” 

I  know. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Jimmie  J.  Cook  is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Drumright, 
Okla.  (Oklahoma  Annual<3onference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Contest:  How 
can  adults 
share  faith? 

Do  young  people  have  advice  that 
could  help  adults  pass  on  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  in  a  vital  way? 

We  at  the  Reporter  want  to  know. 

We  invite  young  people  across  the 
church  to  offer  suggestions. 

Specifically,  we  invite  youths  and 
young  adults,  ages  22  and  under,  to 
write  brief  essays  (a  maximum  of 
one  typed,  double-spaced  page  or 
two  pages  if  neatly  handwritten)  of¬ 
fering  their  visions  and  recommen¬ 
dations  for  the  church’s  ministry  to 
young  people. 

We  will  publish  a  group  of  the 
best  essays  in  a  future  issue  of  the 
Reporter.  The  essays  will  be  divided 
according  to  age:  junior  high,  senior 
high  and  college.  They  will  be  evalu¬ 
ated  in  terms  of  originality,  clarity 
and  helpfulness  to  those  involved  in 
the  church’s  ministry  to  youth. 

Each  person  whose  essay  is  pub¬ 
lished  will  receive  an  attractive 
“People  Pin.”  It  symbolizes  our 
church’s  oneness  in  Jesus  Christ  in 
the  midst  of  our  racial  and  ethnic 
diversity. 

Essays  should  be  sent  to  Youth, 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


‘Church  Aflame’  series:  refreshing,  uplifting 


To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  commend  the  Reporter  staff 
on  the  decision  to  run  the  series,  “The 
Church  Aflame,"  which  began  in  the 
March  13  issue. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  new  series 
will  do  much  more  good  than  an  equal 
amount  of  inches  of  type  that  ask, 
“What’s  wrong  with  us?” 

It  was  refreshing,  uplifting  and  infinite 
ly  more  inspiring  reading.  Thank  you! 

Genie  H.  Butler 
Lisbon,  North  Dakota 

Statistics  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  March  6  issue,  there  appeared 
an  article  headlined,  “Has  life  improved 
in  El  Salvador?” 

It  is  interesting  to  me  (and  probably  to 
some  others)  that  a  person  from  the 
United  States  can  visit  El  Salvador  and 
return  with  such  exact  figures  such  as 
“At  least  50  percent  of  Salvadorans  do 
not  have  their  basic  needs  met”  or  “the 
employment  rate  is  58  percent.” 

Another  statistic  quoted  that  is  less 
likely  to  be  believed  is,  “In  1985  there 
were  at  least  1,543  civilians  assassinated 
by  death  squads,  military  or  paramili¬ 
tary  units.” 

Leo  L.  Baker 
Dallas,  Texas 

Write  in  a  wife  for  God? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  make  some  comments 
on  the  Feb.  20  article  by  M.  Garlinda 
Burton  headlined,  “Changes  proposed  in 
some  Wesley  texts  for  hymnal.” 

Many  “woman  hours”  must  have  been 
spent  going  though  the  hymnal  to  review 
and  change  a  few  words  or  phrases  because 
the  language  was  considered  sexist  or  oth¬ 
erwise  exclusive  or  offensive.  I  supposed  I 
object  mostly  to  the  sexist  changes. 

There  are  too  many  needed  and  impor¬ 
tant  projects  that  need  hours  and  hours 
of  work  in  the  United  States  as  well  as 
the  world.  Hunger,  homelessness,  sick¬ 
ness,  crime,  and  disease  are  but  a  few. 

How  far  should  we  carry  this  sexist 
thing?  Maybe  we  should  rewrite  the  Bi¬ 
ble.  Then  Jesus  could  have  a  sister  bom 
of  the  Virgin  Mary. 

Maybe  we  could  write  in  a  wife  for 
God,  since  God  is  perceived  as  a  male  by 
most. 

Economics  must  play  an  important 
part  in  that  also.  Since  new  hymn  books 
will  probably  not  be  issued,  but  must  be 
purchased  by  the  local  church,  the  mon¬ 
ey  will  come  out  of  funds  from  more 


needed  and  important  projects.  I  assume 
the  General  Conference  is  the  group  that 
has  the  final  say  or  vote  on  the  changes. 

I  don’t  think  the  changes  should  be 
made.  They  may  be  wanted  but  not  need¬ 
ed.  When  it  comes  time  to  purchase  new 
hymnals,  I  am  going  to  vote  to  take  the 
money  out  of  the  apportionment  that  goes 
to  the  district  and  General  Conference. 

Arlon  Ebright 
Parkville,  Missouri 

Treat  preachers  better 

To  the  Editor. 

My  son-in-law  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  for 
years  has  sent  me  the  Reporter  from  his 
church. 

Now  I  get  it  through  my  own  church 
and  am  very  pleased. 

There  is  a  subject  that  needs  notice 
and  development  on  “how  laity  (person¬ 
ally  and  in  groups)  should  treat  a  new  or 
long-time  preacher.” 

A  new  preacher  comes  to  a  church  as  a 
stranger  and  meets  many  strangers.  Some 
folks  expect  a  new  preacher  to  treat  them 
like  old  friends,  but  I  fail  to  see  that  we  la¬ 
ity  should  make  him  welcome. 

Some  stress  his  “neglect”  of  them. 
They  fail  to  get  in  his  shoes  and  try  to  re¬ 
alize  his  many  responsibilities. 

I  am  a  church  school  teacher  of  45 
years  and  have  been  conscious  of  the  ill 
treatment  of  preachers. 

Mrs.  D.  Walser 
Temple,  Texas 

Was  chastity  an  option? 

To  the  Editor: 

When  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  voted  “to  promote  and  advo¬ 
cate  responsible  use  of  condoms  as  one 
means  of  preventing  the  spread  of 
AIDS,"  did  they  include  chastity  as  an 
option  (see  UMR,  March  20)? 

Or  would  promoting  and  advocating 
abstaining  from  homosexual  and  illicit 
sexual  relationships  be  too  radical? 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Bisbee,  Arizona 

Let’s  change  plumbing 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  March  20  ar¬ 
ticle  on  “Responsible  condom  use"  to 
fight  acquired  immune  deficiency  syn¬ 
drome. 

I  am  disappointed  with  the  U.S.  sur¬ 
geon  general’s  report  advocating  respon¬ 
sible  use  of  condoms  as  a  means  of 
preventing  the  spread  of  AIDS.  I  respect 
Dr.  C.  Everett  Koop,  and  I’m  sure  his  in¬ 
tentions  are  good. 

However,  advocating  the  use  of  con¬ 


doms  touches  only  the  surface  of  the  real 
issue.  Isn’t  the  real  issue  and  cure  to 
hive  a  relationship  according  to  the 
word  of  the  Bible? 

When  our  church  leaders  back  this  re¬ 
port,  are  we  not  drawing  attention  away 
from  holy  living?  If  people  are  not  respon¬ 
sible  enough  to  live  according  to  God’s  de¬ 
sign  of  monogamous  relationships,  what 
makes  one  think  they  are  going  to  follow 
through  on  responsible  use  of  condoms,  es¬ 
pecially  during  the  heat  of  passion? 

Yes,  I  agree  with  education,  and  let  us 
not  forget  prayer.  They  are  the  keys  to 
helping  prevent  further  spread  of  this 
dreadful  disease.  But  let’s  encourage  the 
right  kind  of  education— a  change  of  heart 
through  the  transformation  of  God’s 
Word— and  stop  trying  to  “fix  a  leak  with 
a  plug.”  Let’s  change  the  plumbing. 

Terrance  M.  Nolan 
Rockford,  Illinois 

Column  broke  my  heart 

To  the  Editor: 

Perry  White’s  “Here  I  Stand”  column 
in  the  March  20  issue  broke  my  heart. 
People  who  think  like  Mr.  White  are  the 
ones  who  are  fracturing  the  church. 

The  goal  of  Good  News  is  to  work  for 
renewal  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  If  it  were  out  to  establish  anoth¬ 
er  Methodist  denomination.  Good  News 
supporters  have  gone  at  it  awfully  slowly 
for  the  last  20  years. 

The  truth  is,  those  who  “want  out  and 
. . .  want  to  take  as  many  with  them  as 
they  can”  have  left,  and  are  leaving,  and 
are  taking  quite  a  few  with  them. 

Those  folks  didn’t  join  Good  News. 
They  joined  the  church  down  the  street. 

Can’t  we  be  honestly  pluralistic?  Let’s 
allow  “evangelicals”  the  same  freedom 
to  work  for  change  in  our  denomination 
as  we  allow  other  groups. 

Clark  Williams 
Bovina,  Texas 

Resolution  proposed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  urge  a  resolution  based 
on  the  article  by  David  Maly  in  the  Feb. 
27  “Here  I  Stand"  column: 

WHEREAS:  Our  membership  contin¬ 
ues  to  decline. 

WHEREAS:  Our  church  has  become 
weighted  down  with  its  own  bureaucra¬ 
cy. 

WHEREAS:  Our  conference  journal 
reveals  hundreds  of  nominated  and  elect¬ 
ed  persons  on  various  committees  and 
boards  and  agencies. 

WHEREAS:  Thousand  of  hours  are 
spent  in  committee  meetings  and  travel¬ 


ing  to  and  from  committee  meetings  and 
other  meetings. 

WHEREAS:  The  time  committed  to 
various  meetings  detracts  from  time  and 
energy  available  for  the  work  of  evange¬ 
lism. 

WHEREAS:  There  is  such  a  great  hun¬ 
ger  for  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED: 
That  a  major  effort  be  made  to  reduce 
the  time,  energy  and  budget  dedicated  to 
meetings  of  various  committees,  boards 
and  agencies,  utilizing  creative  ways  to 
conduct  our  business  more  efficiently. 

FURTHER,  BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That 
a  major  effort  be  made  to  redirect  our 
efforts  to  meeting  the  needs  of  people- 
face  to  face,  whenever  possible,  again 
utilizing  creative  ways  to  provide  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  people  to  meet  Christ. 

Roger  B.  Tanquist 
Fairmont,  Minnesota 


Del  Aire  At  SMar 

Arms  against  a  roughened  cross 

Between  sky  and  sea 

haze  lingers  — 

elusive  line,  it 

joins  blue  to  blue; 

but  where? 

A  boat’s  brown  hull 
slices  water  furrows 
soon  dissolved  in  swells. 

The  mast, 

crossed  by  spreaders, 
lifts  a  sail. 

White,  it  arches 
in  the  wind 
as  Christ  did  once. 

Stretching  to  breathe, 
arms  against  a  roughened  cross, 
he  nailed  air  to  water 
at  a  place 

that  could  be  touched. 

Did  he  feel  the  waves  break 
red,  from  the  horizon 
of  his  hands? 

— LONNA  LISA  SMITH 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 

ESTES  PARK  COLORADO.  Our  mountain  home, 
adjoining  YMCA  of  the  Rockies.  Available  weekly 
throughout  the  summer.  Well  furnished,  sleeps 
eight,  fireplace,  phone.  Call  (303)  482-0185. 

proved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY.  Full-time  po- 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun.  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067. 

sition  in  a  church  of  3,500  members.  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable,  based  upon  education  and  ex¬ 
perience.  Position  available  June  1.  Send  resume 
to  Mrs.  Joyce  Barnes,  First  United  Methdoist 
Church,  72  Lake  Morton  Dr.,  Lakeland,  FL  33801. 

EMERGENCY  HANDBELL  REPAIRS,  handbell 

accessories,  etc.  Write:  Bells,  P.O.  Box  6124,  St. 
Matthews,  KY  40207.  ! 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Work  with 

youth,  families  of  youth,  and  singles.  Maturity  and 
experience  required.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  121  Wisconsin  Avenue,  Waukesha,  WI 
53186.  Thomas  Raber,  414/542-4256. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 

Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyurethane 
paint  on  '/,  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes  available. 
Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire  of  Cross  and 
Flame  Insigne,  Suite  280  World  Trade  Center,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94111  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

INTERDENOMINATION,  INTERRACIAL,  social- 
ly-active  congregation  seeks  co-pastor/  urban  min¬ 
ister.  Black  candidates  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
Contact:  Search  Committee,  Box  7138,  Pittsburgh, 
PA  15213.  Send  resume/request  for  job  descrip¬ 
tion. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 

lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton,  TX  78358.  ^ 

COMPUTER  CONSULTANT-working  with  dis¬ 

tricts  and  conferences  on  computer  planning, 
standards,  evaluations.  I  do  not  sell  hardware/ 
software,  but  recommend  based  on  your  require¬ 
ments.  Jim  Sharp,  PO  Box  520,  Manhattan,  KS 
66502,  (913)  539-5837. 

ASSISTANT  PASTOR/YOUTH  DIRECTOR- 

Evangelical  church  with  membership  of  1,100 
seeking  individual  to  assist  pastor  and  direct  youth 
program.  Seminary  degree  preferred,  bachelors 
degree  and  appropriate  experience  required.  Send 
resume  to  Frank  Wood,  Lake  Shore  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  2246  Blanding  Boulevard, 
Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

MIDDLE  EAST  FRIENDSHIP  TOUR.  Middle  East 
Council  of  Churches  coordinating  group  of  19  to 
visit  Jordan,  Israel,  West  Bank,  Gaza,  Egypt  for 
educational/fact-finding  trip.  May  29-June  14, 
1987.  Talk  to  the  people  of  the  area— villages,  co¬ 
operatives,  government  officials,  parties,  move¬ 
ments,  activists,  universities,  religious  leaders. 

ALASKA  ADVENTURE:  August  12-29.  Tour  Alas¬ 

ka  and  cruise  the  Inside  Passage  with  Rev.  &  Mrs. 
Edward  E.  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas.  TX  75214. 
(214)  368-7026.  Brochure  available. 

4905  Del  Ray  Ave.  #507,  Bethesda,  MD  20814.  (301) 
657-2440.  i 

AUSTRALIA  (plus  Fiji,  New  Zealand,  Honolulu) 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  GROWTH/EVANGE¬ 

LISM  for  1,200-member  church.  Excellent  salary, 
benefits,  housing.  Qualifications:  Experience  in 
visitation  evangelism  and  small  growth  group 
ministries.  Send  resume,  references  and  videotape 
of  applicant  and  family  in  which  you  state  your 
qualifications  for  this  position  to:  The  Rev.  Gary 

W  Buhl.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box 

plete.  Congenial  group/experienced  travel  host. 
Some  vacancies.  Free  brochure:  Dr.  Cecil  Pot- 
tieger,  241  E.  3rd,  Media,  PA  19063  (215)  566-5987. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  Worship  at  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

1317,  Bradenton,  FL  33506. 

A  CHURCH  OF  2,000  MEMBERS  needs  a  business 

OPENING  FOR  CAMP  MANAGER:  100-bed.  year- 

round  site  in  Northern  Illinois  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Send  resume  to:  David 
Kell,  321  Oak  St..  DeKalb,  IL  60115,  May  20  dead¬ 
line. 

administrator.  Good  working  conditions.  Salary 
open.  Qualifications  church  administration  degree 
preferred.  Must  have  experience  in  office  supervi¬ 
sion.  Knowledge  of  accounting  necessary.  Comput¬ 
er  conversant.  References.  Phone  (817)  773-5269. 
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Social-action  agency 
to  join  2  AIDS  events 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON-The  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  voted  during  its 
March  19-22  meeting  to  participate  in 
two  national  events  dealing  with  the 
spread  of  acquired  immunity  deficiency 
syndrome. 

Board  members  approved  an  invita¬ 
tion  from  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  co-sponsor  a  three-to-four- 
day  national  consultation  on  AIDS  minis¬ 
try  planned  for  the  fall.  The  goal  is  for 
teams  of  three-to-five  people  to  attend 
the  consultation  from  each  annual  con¬ 
ference. 

The  major  focus  of  the  conference  is 
to  be  on  ministry  to  people  with  AIDS, 
biblical  and  theological  background  for 
AIDS  ministry,  education  about  AIDS 
and  advocacy  and  public  policy. 

The  board  also  approved  a  request 
from  the  American  Medical  Association 
to  participate  in  an  April  21-22  national 
conference  on  AIDS  in  Chicago.  That 
conference  is  to  develop  community 
strategies  to  deal  with  AIDS. 

In  other  action,  the  board  approved 
two  resolutions  to  be  submitted  to  the 


1988  General  Conference  in  St.  Louis. 

The  first  calls  for  the  U.S.  government 
to  ratify  the  international  convention  on 
the  prevention  and  punishment  of  geno¬ 
cide. 

The  second  calls  for  termination  of  co¬ 
vert  operations  by  the  U.S.  government 
and  other  governments  that  include  as¬ 
sassinations,  sabotage,  paramilitary  ef¬ 
forts,  disinformation,  etc.; 

The  board  also  approved: 

•a  recommendation  that  the  1988 
General  Conference  adopt  as  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  missional  priority  the  theme  of 
“peace  with  justice” ; 

•a  recommendation  that  the  1988 
General  Conference  include  a  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  80th  anniversary  of  The  Social 
Creed; 

•  staff  participation  in  an  April  3  con¬ 
ference  in  Washington  on  drug  abuse  and 
illicit  drug  trafficking; 

•endorsement  of  the  Lenten  Witness 
on  Peace  and  Justice  in  Central  America 
and  support  for  United  Methodists  who 
participate  in  the  weekly  gatherings  at 
the  U.S.  Capitol,  “including  actions  of 
civil  disobedience. 


U.S.  policy  in  Nicaragua 
called  ‘morally  bankrupt’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
WASHINGTON— The  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  social-action  agency 
last  month  denounced  U.S.  policy  regard¬ 
ing  Nicaragua  as  “morally  bankrupt.” 

“We  are  clearly  working  to  destablize 
and  overthrow  the  government  of  a  sov¬ 
ereign  nation  for  illegitimate  reasons,” 
Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove  (West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Area)  told  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  March  20. 

“Our  actions  are  illegal  and  immoral 
and  are  a  betrayal  of  our  own  national 
history  and  our  identity  as  a  people  com¬ 
mitted  to  freedom.” 

Bishop  Grove  received  a  standing  ova¬ 
tion  from  board  members  following  his 
remarks.  He  was  reporting  on  his  visit  to 
Nicaragua  March  1-8  with  a  delegation 


from  the  West  Virginia  and  Western 
Pennsylvania  annual  conferences. 

In  the  10-page  report,  Bishop  Grove 
called  on  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  other  Christians  “to  continue  and  to 
intensify  prophetic  response  to  the  crisis 
in  a  small  country,  a  crisis  caused  and 
manipulated  by  our  government.” 

He  also  called  on  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  to  stop  financial  aid  to  Nicaraguan 
rebels  and  to  visit  Nicaragua  to  talk  with 
people  representing  all  points  of  view. 

The  one  “unhappy  experience”  during 
the  church  delegation’s  trip  was  their 
visit  to  the  U.S.  embassy  in  Managua, 
Bishop  Grove  said.  “We  were  scolded 
like  we  were  foolish  children  who  had 
been  told  not  to  cross  the  street,”  he  said. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


‘Vital  congregation’  effort  delayed 

Important  initiative  needs  more  careful  preparation ,  bishops  say 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

ARLINGTON,  Va. — Labeling  church 
revitalization  as  serious  as  the  defense 
of  creation,  United  Methodist  bishops 
decided  last  week  not  to  launch  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  renew  congregations  without 
more  careful  preparation. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  called  in¬ 
stead  March  26  for  the  committee 
working  on  the  episcopal  initiative  to 
meet  in  Nashville  Sept.  1-2  to  recon¬ 
sider  its  proposed  statement. 

The  decision  not  to  adopt  a  “vital 
congregation”  statement  immediate¬ 
ly,  despite  near-unanimous  approval 
of  the  concept,  emphasized  the  impor¬ 
tance  the  bishops  were  attaching  to 
the  preparation  of  the  document. 

The  bishops  pledged  in  November 
1986  to  make  congregational  revital¬ 
ization  their  major  concern  through 
1988  (see  UMR,  Nov.  21). 

Effort  to  help  congregations 

They  want  to  “assist  local  congre¬ 
gations  to  become  vital  centers  of  dis¬ 
ciple  making  and  disciple  sending.  ” 

“What  we’re  talking  about  now,"  said 
Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  (Indiana  Area), 
“is  the  basic  function  of  the  church." 

Bishops  called  for  the  initiative  to 
be  open-ended.  The  original  proposal 
included  a  five-year  timetable. 

The  revised  statement  is  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  at  the  council’s  Nov.  15-20 
meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

Before  the  delay  vote,  a  spokesman 
for  each  of  the  five  regional  UM  juris¬ 
dictions  in  the  United  States  and  the 
Central  (overseas)  Conferences  of¬ 
fered  comments  on  the  initiative. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Bishop 
Roy  C.  Clark  (Columbia,  S.C.,  Area) 
urged  the  council  to  “bring  the  best 
minds  we  can  to  bear”  on  the  issue. 

He  was  the  first  to  suggest  that  the 
declaration  outlining  the  “vital  congre¬ 
gations”  initiative  should  be  as  careful¬ 
ly  prepared  as  the  bishops'  widely 
discussal  pastoral  letter  on  nuclear  dis¬ 
armament,  “In  Defense  Of  Creation.” 


Bishop  Hodapp,  speaking  for  the 
North  Central  Jurisdiction,  pointed 
out  that  many  United  Methodist 
churches  already  have  evangelism 
programs  in  process  and  urged  flexi¬ 
bility  for  the  new  effort. 

No  quick  fixes  needed 

Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  (Missouri 
Area),  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
spokesman,  insisted  that  the  program 
had  to  be  more  than  “a  quick  fix”  and 
called  for  solid  scholarship  in  prepa¬ 
ration  of  the  initiative. 

Western  Jurisdiction  Bishop  Calvin  D. 
McConnell  (Portland,  Ore.,  Area),  co- 
chairman  of  the  panel  working  on  the 
initiative,  said  the  bishops  of  his  region 
endorsed  the  emphasis  on  local  congre¬ 
gation  as  the  basic  unit  for  mission. 

But  he  suggested  that  now  was  the 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ARLINGTON,  Va.— Unless  “self- 
avowed”  homosexuals  admit  that 
they  are  “practicing”  that  lifestyle, 
the  decision  to  ordain  them  rests  with 
the  clergy  members  of  each  UM  an¬ 
nual  conference,  not  a  bishop  or  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

The  UM  Council  of  Bishops  took 
that  position  March  26  after  a  two- 
hour  closed  session.  A  major  topic  of 
that  session  was  reportedly  the  way 
Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area)  is 
dealing  with  an  avowed  homosexual 
minister  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

The  bishops’  action  came  in  the 
wake  of  a  call  by  Good  News,  the  un¬ 
official  “evangelical”  caucus,  for  the 
council  to  “take  immediate  action” 
against  the  appointment  of  the  Rev. 
Julian  Rush,  a  self-a vowed  homosex¬ 
ual  (see  UMR,  Feb.  6). 

A  formal  statement  issued  after  the 
session  emphasized  that  the  Council 
of  Bishops  “does  not  have  power  over 


"wrong  time  in  the  quadrennium.”  He 
noted  that  bishops  would  be  moving 
and  retiring  next  year.  Those  transi¬ 
tions  would  harm  the  program  in  its 
early  stages. 

Central  Conference  Bishop  Emerito 
P.  Nacpil  (Manila  Area)  disagreed. 

‘Time  is  right’ 

“The  time  is  right,”  he  said,  “not 
only  for  the  United  States  but  for  the 
rest  of  the  world  as  well. 

“The  place  is  also  right.  The  local 
church  must  participate  in  local  and 
universal  mission.  Too  often,  the  local 
church  is  self -centered  and  parochial. 
They  want  to  be  the  objects  of  mis¬ 
sion,  not  the  participants  in  mission. 

“Maybe  we  need  a  pastoral  letter 
‘In  Defense  of  the  Church.’  Or  In  De¬ 
fense  of  the  Gospel.’  ” 


the  internal  operation  of  an  annual 
conference.” 

The  statement  said  each  U.S.  bish¬ 
op  is  responsible  to  the  church 
through  one  of  the  five  jurisdictional 
(regional)  conferences,  not  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops. 

The  statement  also  served  implicitly 
to  defend  Bishop  Sano,  who  has  been 
criticized  for  not  removing  Mr.  Rush 
from  his  ministerial  post  in  Denver. 

The  statement  noted  that  no  bishop 
has  a  vote  in  ministry  matters  and  “is 
obligated  to  appoint”  all  people  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  ministerial  members  of 
the  annual  conference. 

“The  prohibition  of  an  appointment 
must  be  exercised  in  compliance  with 
the  rights  of  all  persons  who  are  in 
full  [ministerial]  membership,”  the 
statement  said,  quoting  from  a  1984 
decision  by  the  Judicial  Council,  the 
denomination’s  “supreme  court.” 

“The  annual  conference  must  make 
any  determination  that  would  effect  a 
change  in  ministerial  standing,”  Bish- 


The  Rev.  Joe  Harding,  an  evange¬ 
lism  executive  with  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  had  endorsed 
the  bishops’  initiative  in  a  March  25 
speech  to  the  council. 

Mr.  Harding  called  the  bishops’ 
“encouragement  power”  a  crucial  in¬ 
gredient  in  resurrecting  churches  as 
vital  congregations. 

The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  chief  evan¬ 
gelism  executive  at  the  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship,  insisted  that  the  church 
must  not  adopt  this  effort  as  “a  flurry 
or  fad.” 

Mr.  Fox  indicated  that  a  “normal 
church”  should  be  one  which  is  “mak¬ 
ing  disciples  of  Jesus  the  Christ.” 

Both  Mr.  Harding  and  Mr.  Fox  were 
invited  to  speak  to  the  bishops  as  they 
considered  the  working  document  call¬ 
ing  for  congregational  revitalization. 


op  Sano  later  told  the  Reporter. 

He  emphasized  that  the  church  had 
an  obligation  to  follow  “due  process” 
and  said  that  everyone  must  be  re¬ 
garded  as  innocent  until  proved  guilty. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Rush,  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference  had  to  define 
the  phrase  “self-avowed  practicing 
homosexual”  in  the  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline,  the  collection  of  denomination¬ 
al  laws. 

The  conference’s  definition  empha¬ 
sized  the  actual  “practice”  as  incom¬ 
patible  with  church  law,  rather  than 
the  sexual  orientation  of  people. 

The  bishops’  statement  noted  that 
the  Rocky  Mountain  conference’s 
committee  on  investigation,  had 
“found  that  in  the  absence  of  admis¬ 
sion  of  guilt  on  the  part  of  the  accused 
person,  they  had  insufficient  evidence 
to  find  the  person  guilty.” 

The  Judicial  Council  upheld  the 
conference’s  procedures,  the  state¬ 
ment  pointed  out. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


Conferences  said  to  control  ‘gay’  clergy 


Staff  protests  pension  policy 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON-Twenty-six  staff 
members  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society — including  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  Haviland  Houston— have  asked 
that  payments  made  in  their  name  to  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions  be  stopped. 

The  move  is  meant  to  protest  the  pen¬ 
sion  board’s  South  African  investment 
policy. 

“We  have  become  deeply  troubled  and 
ashamed  by  the  continued  and  deliberate 
action  of  the  Board  of  Pensions  to  invest 
our  pension  benefits  in  corporations  doing 
business  in  South  Africa  under  apart¬ 
heid,”  staff  members  said  in  a  petition  to 
the  social-action  board’s  personnel  office. 

The  staff  members’  petition  asked  that 


payments  to  their  pension  accounts  be 
placed  in  escrow  until  the  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  “divests  its  portfolio  of  stock  in 
corporations  with  holdings  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca,  or  until  our  individual  retirements.” 

“We  cannot  in  good  conscience  contin¬ 
ue  to  participate  in  that  system,”  the  pe¬ 
tition  said. 

Church  and  Society  board  members 
approved  the  staff  members’ request 
pending  research  to  see  if  church  law 
permits  the  withholding  of  pension  pay¬ 
ments  to  the  Board  of  Pensions  by  a 
church-related  agency. 

"Things  will  stay  as  they  are  for  now 
until  we  do  further  research,”  board  secre¬ 
tary  Bradley  Watkins  of  Peoria,  Ill.,  said. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


UM  land  ruled  61  big  farm9 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON— All  farm  land  owned 
by  United  Methodist  Church  bodies  is 
considered  "one  big  farm”  when  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  makes  farm- 
subsidy  payments. 

That’s  how  Jaydee  Hanson,  director  of 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety’s  department  of  environmental  jus¬ 
tice,  described  the  effects  of  a  recent 
Agriculture  Department  ruling  that  se¬ 
verely  limits  farm  subsidy  payments  to 
United  Methodist  institutions. 

Mr.  Hanson  included  that  news  in  a  re¬ 
port  to  the  board’s  March  19-22  meeting. 

Church  and  Society  board  members  in¬ 
structed  Mr.  Hanson  to  make  sure  all  an¬ 


nual  conference  offices  know  about  the 
issue  and  to  work  with  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administration  to  ap¬ 
peal  the  ruling. 

Mr.  Hanson  said  he  based  his  informa¬ 
tion  partly  on  a  March  18  article  in  the 
"Washington  Post.” 

The  “Post”  story  told  of  an  Agricul¬ 
ture  Department  decision  to  treat  the  en¬ 
tire  United  Methodist  Church  as  a  legal 
“person”  eligible  to  receive  only  the 
$50,000  maximum  subsidy  for  all  farm 
land  owned  by  UM-related  bodies. 

"We  hope  to  persuade  the  USDA  that 
whoever  owns  the  land  at  the  local  level 
is  entitled  to  payments,”  he  said. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Now  there’s  a  concise  introduction  to 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  its 
beliefs,  and  doctrine. 


Q  Cokesbury 
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Chastity ,  faithfulness  urged  to  fight  AIDS 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
ARLINGTON,  Va.— A  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishop  declared  last  week  that  the 
church  has  the  “model  for  the  world  to 
help  stamp  out  AIDS.” 

Bishop  Richard  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area) 
found  a  receptive  audience  March  26  when 
he  urged  an  estimated  125  bishops  from 
four  Methodist  denominations  to  “call  all 
Methodists  to  live  lives  that  are  chaste  in 
singleness  and  faithful  in  marriage,  avoid¬ 
ing  all  forms  of  sexual  promiscuity.” 

The  declaration  was  incorporated  into 
a  Statement  To  The  Churches  And  The 
Nation  drafted  March  26  for  the  Consul¬ 
tation  of  Methodist  Bishops  from  the 
four  denominations. 

Represented  were  the  African  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  African  Methodist 


Episcopal  Zion  Church,  Christian  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

In  addition  to  endorsing  Bishop  Wilke’s 
call  for  Methodists  to  avoid  all  forms  of 
sexual  promiscuity,  the  bishops  called 
for  church  members  to  help  with  efforts 
to  educate  people  about  acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome  and  the 
Christian  view  of  human  sexuality. 

“Our  congregations  have  an  unusual 
opportunity  to  exercise  healing  and  com¬ 
passion  in  ministry  to  victims,”  the  bish¬ 
ops  stated. 

The  combined  bishops,  in  just  the 
fourth  meeting  in  the  group’s  history,  is¬ 
sued  a  call  for  “a  new  appreciation  of 
the  role  of  spiritual  discipline.” 

“It  is  imperative,”  their  statement 


said,  “to  continue  our  task  of  ‘spreading 
scriptural  holiness’  across  the  world.  In 
spite  of  the  evils  of  our  time,  we  claim 
the  victory  given  to  us  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.” 

Further,  the  bishops  called  for  integri¬ 
ty  in  public  and  private  life,  decried  the 
arms  race,  sought  an  end  to  apartheid, 
and  pronounced  the  churches’  ongoing 
commitment  to  eradicating  racism  and 
providing  for  the  poor  and  homeless. 

“The  time  has  come  for  the  Methodist 
bishops  to  make  bold  our  feelings  about 
crucial  aspects  of  life,”  the  statement 
said. 

Noting  violations  of  basic  codes  of  mo¬ 
rality  in  intercollegiate  athletics,  in  reli¬ 
gious  communities,  in  the  stock  market, 
and  the  public  sector,  the  bishops  said 


"winning  by  any  means”  is  becoming  a 
way  of  life. 

“We  call  upon  our  people  ...  to  re¬ 
claim  the  simple  and  ordinary  principles 
of  right  living,”  the  bishops  said. 

Besides  calling  for  a  halt  to  the  arms 
race,  the  bishops  stated  their  opposition 
“to  the  continuing  intervention  of  the 
U.S.S.R.  and  the  U.S.A.  in  the  struggles 
of  peoples  for  independence  in  Central 
America  and  the  Middle  East.” 

The  combined  church  leaders  urged 
that  Methodists  everywhere  “insist  on 
the  removal  of  the  last  vestige  of  the  vi¬ 
cious  system  of  apartheid  and  the 
prompt  establishment  of  a  truly  repre¬ 
sentative  government  in  South  Africa.” 

—GLEN  LARUM 


Award  winners  seek  peace  differently 


Bert  Bissell: 
Send  messages 
around  world 

By  LINDA  W.  KEISTER 

DUDLEY,  England — It  is  no  miracle 
that  85-year-old  Bert  Bissell  was  select¬ 
ed  co-recipient  of  the  1987  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Peace  Award. 

Rather,  the  miracle  lies  in  the  imprint 
of  his  faith  on  stone  tablets  found  on 
mountaintops  in  Britain  and  Australia,  on 
Mount  Everest  in  Nepal  and  Mount  Kon- 
gur  in  China,  and  even  at  the  South  Pole. 

For  more  than  40  years,  the  British 
Methodist  Bible  school  teacher,  who  lat¬ 
er  this  year  is  to  receive  the  award  given 
annually  by  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
has  sent  tangible,  enduring  peace  mes¬ 
sages  into  the  world  with  Antarctic  ex¬ 
plorers  and  mountain  climbers. 

Mr.  Bissell,  who  in  1925  started  the 
Vicar  Street  Methodist  Church  Bible 
class  in  Dudley,  England,  began  his 
peace-climbing  efforts  on  V-J  Day,  Aug. 
15, 1945,  in  Fort  William,  Scotland. 

Upon  learning  of  World  War  II’s  end, 
he  took  the  young  men  from  the  Bible 
class  to  the  top  of  Ben  Nevis,  Britain’s 
highest  peak  (4,418  feet),  to  build  a  cairn. 

When  they  reached  the  top,  they  threw 
stones  into  a  heap,  had  a  prayer  of 
thanksgiving  and  dedicated  their  lives  and 
talents  to  the  service  of  peace. 

The  peace  movement  to  the  top  of  Ben 
Nevis  has  both  continued  and  grown. 

Each  year,  Mr.  Bissell  leads  another 
group  of  young  men  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain  in  pursuit  of  peace.  And 
through  the  years,  the  peace  memorial 
has  grown  from  a  pile  of  stones  to  a  col¬ 
lection  of  tablets  from  peace-seekers 
around  the  world. 

“These  young  people  [who  climb  Ben 
Nevis  each  year]  are  anxious  to  build 
new  relationships  rather  than  store  up 
revenge,”  Mr.  Bissell  said.  “And  forgive¬ 
ness  is  important  if  you  want  to  build 
something  new.” 

Tablets  have  come  from  the  United 
Nations,  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  Sir 
John  Hunt’s  Everest  Expedition  and  the 
city  of  Hiroshima. 

“Hiroshima  is  the  miracle  part,”  said 
Mr.  Bissell  of  his  “ventures  in  peace  with 


Bert  Bissell 


a  former  enemy.” 

Today  an  inscribed  black  tablet  from 
the  mountains  of  Hiroshima  stands  as  a 
memorial  on  Ben  Nevis.  Two  tablets 
from  Fort  William  and  Dudley  rest  in  a 
specially  landscaped  area  of  Hiroshima’s 
Peace  Park,  Mr.  Bissell  said. 

He  visited  Japan  in  1978  at  the  invita¬ 
tion  of  the  Japanese  government. 

Methodists  who  attended  the  1976 
World  Methodist  Conference  in  Dublin 
will  remember  the  Hiroshima  Cross  that 
Mr.  Bissell  built  from  the  Hiroshima  tab¬ 
let’s  shipping  crate.  He  called  it  a  “sym¬ 
bol  of  suffering  for  our  religion  and  for 
Hiroshima.” 

"These  are  just  two  tiny  bits  of  wood, 
uniting  two  former  enemies,”  Mr.  Bissell 
said. 

But  Mr.  Bissell’s  peace  efforts  involve 
more  than  wooden  crosses  and  stone  tab¬ 
lets.  He  works  closely  with  the  people  in 
his  community  and  has  been  honored  for 
his  years  as  a  local  preacher,  his  dedica¬ 
tion  as  a  probation  officer  and  the  dona¬ 
tion  of  70  pints  of  blood. 

Mr.  Bissell  said  his  efforts  stemmed 
from  the  Bible  class  and  gave  God  credit 
for  the  honor  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  peace  award. 

Mr.  Bissell  won’t  be  resting  his  laurels 
on  the  award,  though.  He  plans  to  climb 
Ben  Nevis  at  least  10  more  times  to 
reach  the  100  mark. 

“I’ve  climbed  to  the  top  90  times,”  he 
said.  “And  I  didn’t  make  it  eight  times, 
so  the  score  is  Bissell  90,  Ben  Nevis  8.” 

Linda  W.  Keister  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Middlesex,  England. 


Woodrow  Seals: 
Christians  must 
witness  locally 

By  MARY  LOU  KRAUSE 

"We’ve  got  to  convince  God  that  we 
want  peace,”  said  U.S.  District  Judge 
Woodrow  Seals  of  Houston,  a  co-winner  of 
the  1987  World  Methodist  Peace  Award. 

Mr.  Seals,  who  is  to  receive  the  award 
later  this  year,  believes  responsible 
Christianity  is  best  practiced  through  the 
local  church  and  that  the  future  of  the 
church  resides  in  the  commitment  and 
ministry  of  laypeople. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Hale,  chief  executive 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  said  Mr. 
Seals  is  being  honored  because  he  is  “a 
tireless  and  sometimes  provocative  advo¬ 
cate  that  peace  is  possible  of  attainment.” 

The  council’s  peace  award  focuses  on 
Mr.  Seals’  “steadfast  belief,  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  layman,  that  international  peace 
will  only  be  achieved  if  concerned  people 
bear  witness  to  its  potential  realization 
in  local  communities,”  Dr.  Hale  said. 

Espousing  the  twin  causes  of  peace 
and  justice  became  a  way  of  life  for  the 
Texan  a  number  of  years  ago.  He  talks 
with  great  enthusiasm  of  two  UM  move¬ 
ments  that  stem  from  his  work  in  St.  Ste¬ 
phens  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston. 

One  of  these— the  Society  of  St. 
Stephen— was  started  in  the  1960s  as  a 
congregational  response  to  needs  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  community.  Societies  now  op¬ 
erate  in  more  than  100  churches. 

His  Peace  Advocate  program  now  in¬ 
cludes  more  than  1,600  designated  peace 
advocates  across  the  nation.  Mr.  Seals 
pursues  this  program  aggressively. 

"I  recently  wrote  to  all  the  bishops  in 
the  church  telling  them  we  need  peace 
advocates  in  every  church,”  he  said,  “not 
to  stir  up  controversy  but  to  sit  down  and 
reason  things  through." 

The  judge  believes  if  the  American 
people  can’t  reason  through  what’s  best 
for  the  country  and  the  world,  then  Con¬ 
gress  can’t  either. 

That’s  “because  Congress,  in  a  consti¬ 
tutional  democracy,  in  the  long  run,  rep¬ 
resents  Americans,"  he  said.  “We  can’t 
leave  it  to  our  leaders  to  do  it  all.” 


Woodrow  Seals 


Consequently,  Mr.  Seals  said  he  writes 
a  lot  of  letters. 

For  instance,  before  the  1986  summit 
meeting  between  President  Reagan  and 
Soviet  leader  Yuri  Andropov,  Mr.  Seals 
said  he  wrote  the  Communist  party  sec¬ 
retary  about  how  important  it  was  that 
Soviet  and  U.S.  leaders  get  along. 

Mr.  Seals  sent  copies  of  that  letter  to 
President  Reagan  and  450  other  people. 

In  his  letter  Mr.  Seals  urged  Mr.  Andro¬ 
pov  to  release  Anatole  Sharansky,  a  Sovi¬ 
et  dissident,  as  a  gesture  of  sincerity. 

After  Mr.  Sharansky’s  release,  Mr. 
Seals  told  others  who  had  also  written 
letters,  “That  decision  was  made  for  rea¬ 
sons  we’ll  never  know  at  a  level  we’ll 
never  know.  But  since  you  wrote  a  letter 
like  I  did,  you  got  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  you  did  all  you  could  do." 

Mr.  Seals,  known  for  landmark  legal 
decisions  that  have  furthered  civil  and 
human  rights,  has  had  landmark  influ¬ 
ence  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  introduced  the  first  all-wom¬ 
an  preaching  mission  in  his  area.  His 
widespread  advocacy  of  the  election  of  a 
woman  bishop  and  a  Hispanic  bishop  is 
well  known. 

At  the  1984  General  Conference,  dele¬ 
gate  Seals  spoke  persuasively  for  con¬ 
tinuing  the  ethnic-minority  local  church 
as  the  denomination’s  missional  priority 
for  1985-88. 

“But  all  my  work  has  really  been  done 
at  the  local  church  level,”  Mr.  Seals  in¬ 
sisted. 

Mary  Lou  Krause  is  editor  of  the  Tex¬ 
as  conference  edition  of  the  Reporter. 
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‘Knuckle-power,’  give-away  miracle 


Once  dying  Florida  congregation  experiences  ‘ amazing  resurrection * 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

TRILBY,  Fla  — You  say  you  want  to 
see  a  miracle?  Try  this: 

Drive  30  miles  north  out  of  Tampa, 
Fla.,  on  Interstate  75  and  get  off  at  the 
Dade  City  exit. 

Stop  at  the  first  open  gas  station  and 
ask  directions  to  Trilby.  Some  18  miles 
and  a  few  more  inquiries  later,  you’ll 
spot  the  miracle.  It’s  called  Trilby  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

“I  literally  do  not  know  of  any  piece  of 
work  in  this  annual  conference,  or  any 
other,  where  so  much  has  been  done  with 
so  little,”  said  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr. 
(Florida  Area)  about  the  “miracle”  of 
Trilby  UMC. 

Bishop  Hunt  said  what  has  taken  place 
at  Trilby  during  the  past  2l/i  years  is 
“literally  beyond  the  comprehension  of 
some  of  us  who  have  been  watching  what 
has  happened.” 

What  has  happened  at  Trilby  over  the 
past  30  months? 

Trilby’s  present  pastor  arrived  in  Oc¬ 
tober  1984.  The  Rev.  Rose  Grindheim 
Sims,  who  has  a  doctorate  in  educational 
psychology,  entered  the  ministry  after 
her  first  husband,  a  Baptist  pastor,  died 
in  1970.  She  had  served  churches  in  Ne¬ 
braska,  Missouri  and  Washington. 

When  Bishop  Hunt  appointed  her  to  the 
congregation,  located  in  a  fast-growing 


but  economically  depressed  area  of  rural 
Florida,  she  and  her  present  husband  had 
just  moved  to  the  area  to  retire.  The  con¬ 
ference  was  planning  to  close  the  90- 
year-old  church. 

Numbers  tell  only  part  of  the  story 
from  that  unlikely  beginning. 

"There  were  15  members  on  the  rolls 
at  the  time,”  Dr.  Sims  said.  "We  had 
maybe  eight  people  at  worship  services.” 

Lean-to  completes  sorry  scene 

Those  who  bothered  to  come  worshiped 
in  a  dilapidated  sanctuary  with  a  rusty  tin 
roof,  she  said.  A  collapsing  lean-to  off  to 
one  side  completed  a  sorry  scene  of  a 
church  in  the  last  throes  of  dying. 

Since  then,  more  than  100  people  have 
joined  the  church,  most  on  profession  of 
faith. 

What’s  more,  they’ve  pitched  in  with  all- 
volunteer  labor  to  build  a  debt-free  sanctu¬ 
ary  valued  at  $210,000,  transformed  the 
lean-to  into  an  attractive  church  parlor 
and  cleaned  up  the  old  sanctuary  for  use 
as  a  multipurpose  fellowship  hall. 


Sunday  worship  services  have  grown 
to  occasional  peaks  of  180— capacity  for 
the  new  sanctuary. 

And  if  all  that  isn’t  enough  "miracle” 
for  you,  try  this:  From  paying  virtually 
nothing  three  years  ago  to  denomination¬ 
al  and  conference  “askings,”  Trilby  UMC 
has  paid  its  apportionments  in  full- 
some  $1,500  per  year— the  past  two 
years ...  in  advance! 

The  theory  behind  the  amazing  resur¬ 
rection  of  Trilby  UMC  is  deceptively 
simple  and  indicative  of  why  numbers 
aren’t  the  whole  story. 

"If  there’s  nobody  in  church,”  Dr.  Sims 
said,  “there  must  be  a  lot  of  lost  souls 
out  there  waiting  to  be  found.” 

Powerful  concern  fuels  outreach 

A  powerful  concern  for  those  “lost  souls" 
fuels  an  outreach  program  at  Trilby  UMC. 

Armed  with  such  diverse  tactics  as 
“knuckle-powering,”  “give-away”  and 
"fishing,”  Dr.  Sims  and  her  growing  flock 
energetically  reach  out  to  residents  of  Tril¬ 
by  and  surrounding  rural  Pasco  County. 

Dr.  Sims  said  she  borrowed  the  term 
“knuckle-powering”  — knocking  on 
doors—  from  a  retired  United  Methodist 
minister.  A  chart  including  maps  of  the 
county  stands  in  the  parlor.  It  shows  how 
many  calls— some  221— church  mem¬ 
bers  made,  and  where,  during  a  recent 
countywide  "sweep.” 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


TRILBY,  Fla.— The  Rev.  Rose  Grindheim  Sims,  pastor  of  Trilby  United  Methodist  Church,  stands  in  front  of 
what  three  years  ago  was  a  dilapidated  sanctuary  and  a  collapsing  lean-to  for  a  church  in  the  throes  of  death.  They 
are  now  a  multipurpose  fellowship  hall  and  a  church  parlor  for  a  growing  congregation. 


As  a  result  of  “knuckle  powering,” 
people  come  to  Trilby  UMC  from  larger 
communities  for  miles  around.  A  large 
donated  billboard  in  the  county  seat  of 
Dade  City,  some  six  miles  away,  tells 
why  they  should. 

Showing  a  baby  chick  hatching  from 
an  egg,  the  sign  says:  "Start  a  new  life  at 
Trilby  Methodist  Church.” 

Julie  Snipes,  24,  said  that  the  billboard 
message  describes  her  experience  at 
Trilby.  Since  coming  to  the  church  near¬ 
ly  three  years  ago,  her  life  has  changed 
for  the  better,  largely  because  of  the 
love  she  has  found  in  the  church. 

Church  members  gave  her  a  dress  and 
a  cake  for  her  wedding,  for  example. 
And  the  compassion  shown  by  the  con¬ 
gregation  after  her  child  was  stillborn 
last  fall  “has  brought  my  family  closer 
together,”  Ms.  Snipes  said. 

‘Give  away’  is  the  game 

The  kind  of  help  the  church  gave  Ms. 
Snipes  is  magnified  many  times  over  in  a 
multitude  of  programs  Trilby  UMC  con¬ 
ducts  for  the  community.  In  fact,  “give 
away”  seems  to  be  the  "game”  it  plays 
best. 

Most  of  the  giving  starts  from  the  mis¬ 
sion  center  in  a  refurbished  building  be¬ 
hind  the  old  sanctuary.  Numerous  “for 
free”  programs  operate  out  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  center,  some  co-sponsored  with  the 
Pasco  County  Health  Department. 

They  include  a  nutrition  program  for 
expectant  mothers  and  young  children,  a 
well-baby  clinic  and  a  give-away  clothes 
closet  with  nearly  all  items  in  “like  new” 
condition. 

"God  doesn’t  deal  in  junk,  so  neither 
should  we,”  said  Eleanor  Emborsky,  a 
worker  at  the  mission.  Ms.  Emborsky  is 
an  associate  member  of  Trilby  UMC 
(“I’m  a  Baptist  on  Sunday  morning  and  a 
United  Methodist  on  Sunday  evening.”). 

Another  church  member,  Richard  Dan- 
kert,  works  with  a  singles  group  in  the 
church.  The  singles  meet  twice  monthly 
and  coordinate  a  program  that  dispenses 
food  to  needy  families.  The  group  gives 
away  a  monthly  average  of  1,200  pounds  of 
"shelf -dated”  food,  bought  for  a  fraction  of 
its  retail  cost,  to  some  70  families. 

"When  we  give  away  food,  we  don’t  so¬ 
licit  for  our  church,”  Mr.  Dankert  said. 
"We’re  concerned  for  the  people.  We 
hope  they’ll  make  us  their  church  home, 
but  that’s  not  why  we  help  them.” 

Nevertheless,  the  benefits  to  the 
church  of  all  this  give-away  seem  self- 
evident,  judging  from  the  church’s  ur¬ 
gent  need  for  more  parking  spaces  on 
Sunday  mornings. 


APRIL  3,  1987 


Start  A  New  Life 


Trilby 

Methodist 

Church 


I)  Ml.  N. ON  98  •  1  BLOCK  LEFT  ON  CR575 


r 

X  \ 

roilBY  UNITED  METHODIST 
MISSION 

WIC*  Clinic  1st  and  3rd  Thur 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
TRILBY,  Fla.— A  catchy  billboard  (top)  and  a  mission  center  (bottom) 
represent  the  three-fold  program  of  “knuckle-powering,”  “give-away”  and 
“fishing”  that  brought  about  the  “miracle”  of  Trilby  United  Methodist 
Church.  Eleanor  Emborsky,  a  worker  at  the  mission  center  behind  the  old 
sanctuary,  stands  beside  the  sign. 


“The  more  you  do  for  others  without 
thinking  what  you  get  for  yourself,  the 
more  you  get  back  in  blessings,”  Dr. 
Sims  explained. 

As  a  result  of  knuckle-power  and  give¬ 
away,  Trilby  UMC  casts  a  wide  net  across 
the  community.  As  might  be  expected,  the 
“catch”  has  been  as  diverse  as  the  popula¬ 
tion.  The  congregation  is  truly  multieth¬ 
nic,  comprising  nearly  equal  numbers  of 
blacks,  Hispanics  and  whites. 

That  diversity  also  extends  to  lifestyle, 
with  large  number  of  divorced  and  previ¬ 
ously  married  people  feeling  that  they 


"belong”  at  Trilby  UMC. 

“Methodism  is  non-judgmental,”  Dr. 
Sims  said.  "We’re  all  lame  people  helping 
other  lame  people  along  the  road.  We  need 
to  be  helping  people  like  those  who  are  di¬ 
vorced  or  going  through  divorce  when 
they’re  hurting  the  most,  not  exclude  them 
because  they’re  not  ‘acceptable.’  ” 

After  all,  she  points  out:  "God  doesn’t 
clean  his  fish  before  He  catches  them.” 

“The  Church  Aflame”  is  an  ongoing 
series  about  congregations  across  United 
Methodism  that  are  " aflame ”  with  both 
numerical  and  spiritual  growth. 


the  church  today 


ABC-TV  to  broadcast  service 
from  largest  UM  church 

HOUSTON  (UMNS)— The  Easter  ser¬ 
vice  from  the  largest  church  in  United 
Methodism— First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Houston— is  to  be  broadcast 
live  by  ABC-TV. 

The  hourlong  telecast  is  to  be  April  19, 
at  9  a.m.  Eastern  time. 

The  Rev.  William  H.  Hinson,  the  senior 
pastor  of  the  12,000-member  congrega¬ 
tion,  is  to  preach  on  "The  Stories  of 
Luke:  The  Empty  Tomb.” 

Writers  picked  for  hymns 
using  non-male  images  for  God 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Thirteen  mod¬ 
ern  hymn  writers— including  four  United 
Methodists— have  been  commissioned  to 
write  hymn  texts  that  use  biblical  femi¬ 
nine  imagery  for  God. 

Those  works  are  to  round  out  the 
“new”  hymns  category  in  the  proposed 
United  Methodist  hymnal,  said  editor 
Carlton  R.  Young. 

Hymnal  editor  Carlton  R.  Young  said, 
however,  that  texts  addressing  “Mother 
God”  are  not  tenable. 

"God  is  not  addressed  as  ‘Mother’  in 
biblical  tradition,  but  descriptions  of  God 
as  ‘motherlike’  can  be  found,”  Dr.  Young 
said.  “Those  are  what  we  lack  in  our 
hymnic  tradition.” 

Gift  from  dog-track  owner 
lifts  Oral  Roberts  to  goal 

TULSA,  Okla.  (RNS)— A  donation  by  a 
Florida  dog-track  owner  has  given  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  evangelist  Oral  Roberts  the 
money  he  said  he  needs  to  keep  his  oper¬ 
ation  afloat. 

As  Mr.  Roberts  prepared  March  21  for 
a  nine-day  fasting  and  prayer  vigil,  word 
came  that  Jerry  Collins,  79,  owner  of  two 
greyhound  racing  tracks,  would  give  $1.3 
million  to  the  scholarship  campaign  for 
the  Oral  Roberts  University  Medical 
School. 

Mr.  Collins’  donation  gave  Mr.  Roberts 
the  $8  million  he  said  he  had  to  raise  by 
March  31.  At  one  point  during  the  fund¬ 
raising  drive,  the  preacher  had  said  that 
“God  could  call  Oral  Roberts  home"  if 
he  didn’t  get  the  money. 

National  Day  of  Prayer 
scheduled  for  May  7 

A  national  Day  of  Prayer,  begun  by 
the  Continental  Congress  in  1775  and  now 
sponsored  by  several  ecumenical  organi¬ 
zations,  is  slated  for  May  7. 

Local  churches,  denominations  and 
communities  are  being  encouraged  to 
"take  five  at  12  (noon)”  to  pray  for  the 
country  and  the  nation’s  leaders,  said 
Gladys  Dickelman,  executive  director  of 
the  National  Day  of  Prayer  Task  Force. 

UM  university  receives 
$25,000  Lutheran  grant 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.— United  Methodist- 
related  Hamline  University  School  of 
Law  has  received  a  $25,000  matching 
grant  from  the  Lutheran  Brotherhood 
Foundation  for  “The  Journal  of  Law  and 
Religion.” 
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•  Runs  on  IBM-PC  or  compatible  computers 
•  Demonstration  Disks  available 

OppHed  Computer  Systems.  Inc. 

2175  Germantown  Road  South  •  Suite  304 
Germantown,  TN  38138  •  (901)  75A4134 
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626  Kearney  Ave.,  P.0  Box  4039 
Modesto.  CA  95352-4039  Dept  NCR 
(209)  529-1716  /  (800)  344-7162  toll  free 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a 
simple-to-prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your 
own  church's  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  cover¬ 
age  on  the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its 
preparation  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And 
many  report  that  a  Reporter  edition  “more  than  pays  for  itself”  by  stimulating  increased 
congregational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write.  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Bex  860275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 

_ Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 _ 


Proposal  would  put  youth  work  under  council 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— If  a  study  committee 
report  is  approved  in  1988,  the  United 
Methodist  forum  for  advocating  youth 
concerns  will  change  its  affiliation  and 
accountability  from  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  to  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries. 

The  committee,  commissioned  in  1984 
to  study  youth  ministry  issues,  approved 
a  proposal  March  21  to  put  the  National 
Youth  Ministry  Organization  under  the 
allspices  of  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries. 

The  study  committee,  however,  avoid¬ 


ed  making  recommendations  about 
whether  the  organization  should  be 
moved  physically  from  Nashville  to  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  where  the  council  is  housed. 

The  report  instead  mandates  the  coun¬ 
cil  and  the  steering  committee  of  the 
youth-ministry  organization  to  consult 
on  location. 

Although  the  group  did  not  decide  on  a 
location,  members  voiced  strong  opin¬ 
ions  about  the  proposed  move  from 
Nashville  to  Dayton.  One  study  commit¬ 
tee  member  pushed  for  the  move,  com¬ 
paring  the  situation  to  a  married  couple 
divorcing  but  continuing  to  live  in  the 


same  house. 

But  another  member,  a  college  stu¬ 
dent  from  New  York,  said,  that  since  the 
youth-ministry  organization  and  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  both  have  youth 
advocacy  and  ministry  as  their  agenda, 
their  sharing  the  same  location  could  be 
justified. 

Approval  of  the  report  marks  another 
milestone  in  what  has  been  an  emotional 
battle  over  the  fate  of  youth-ministry  or¬ 
ganization. 

Committee  members  called  the  final 
proposal  a  compromise,  but  most  ex¬ 
pressed  optimism  that  in  the  new  struc- 


UMs  in  Zaire  think  of 6 call f  not  money  first 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  following  story, 
one  of  a  series,  tells  of  the  human  side  of 
the  global  economic  crisis  affecting 
United  Methodist  partner  churches. 

By  CHARLES  LERRIGO 

"Maybe  some  people  think  about  mon¬ 
ey  first,”  Bishop  Onema  Fama  said.  “We 
think  first  about  the  call.” 

The  episcopal  leader  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  Central  Zaire  was  responding  to 
a  question  about  how  the  church  could 
afford  a  new  mission  program  within  a 
country  with  mountainous  external  debt 
and  a  ragged  internal  economy. 

"In  the  beginning,”  the  bishop  ex¬ 
plained,  “a  man  has  to  go  by  faith.  He 
doesn’t  think  about  his  family,  his  self  or 
his  expenses.  He  has  to  say,  ‘I’m  going. 
My  God  goes  with  me.’ 

"If  I  think  I  must  have  money  to  start 
something,  I  couldn’t  do  it.  But  with 
hope,  something  can  happen.” 

With  hope  and  faith,  then,  a  team  of 
pastors,  educators  and  health  workers 
from  the  Zaire  United  Methodist  Church 
set  off  on  foot  to  travel  600  miles  to  min¬ 
ister  among  the  Bamboli  tribe  near 


Opala.  That  was  in  1976. 

There  was  no  church.  No  school.  No 
hospital.  But  the  Zaire  United  Methodists 
had  heard  a  call  for  help. 

Today  the  church  at  Opala  is  no  longer 
a  mission.  It’s  a  district  in  which  the  peo¬ 
ple  are  taking  responsibility  for  their 
church. 

This  Lent,  or  at  some  other  appropri¬ 
ate  time,  United  Methodists  are  being 
asked  by  their  bishops  to  contribute  to 
“Partner  Churches  in  Crises.”  The  goal 
is  $9  million. 

The  church  in  the  Third  World  is  in  se¬ 
rious  financial  difficulty.  In  Zaire,  it  is 
trying  to  reach  out  despite  a  480  percent 
devaluation  of  currency  (which  means 
that  the  country  cannot  afford  to  import 
as  much  from  financially  healthier  coun¬ 
tries  as  it  once  did  and  must  also  export 
more  of  its  own  goods). 

The  church  is  helping  others,  even  as 
pastors  and  church  workers  are  making 
the  bare  minimum  of  salaries. 

The  church  in  Zaire  and  in  other  na¬ 
tions  does  not  want  to  depend  on  funds 
from  wealthier  American  brothers  and 
sisters.  But  the  bishops’  appeal  — a 


Missouri  student  wins  fellowship 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  senior  at  Central  Methodist  College, 
Fayette,  Mo.,  has  won  the  Stoody-West 
Fellowship  presented  annually  by  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

Debra  Rhey  Hockanson  of  Bolivar, 
Mo.,  is  to  use  the  $6,000  award  for  gradu¬ 
ate  study  in  communication  this  fall  at 
the  University  of  Missouri. 

The  fellowship  is  named  for  the  late 
Ralph  Stoody  and  the  Rev.  Arthur  West 
of  Dayton,  Ohio,  pioneers  in  church  news 
and  public  relations. 

Ms.  Hockanson  has  achieved  a  3.9 
grade  average  while  at  Central  and  has 
served  as  editor  of  the  school’s  newspa¬ 
per,  “The  Central  Collegian,”  and  liter¬ 
ary  magazine,  “Inscape.” 

She  has  been  a  reporter  and  photogra¬ 
pher  at  “The  Herald  Free  Press"  in  Boli¬ 
var.  She  worked  one  summer  in  the 
television  studio  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

Ms.  Hockanson  has  been  an  active 


churchwide  asking  that  is  never  made 
lightly— provides  an  opportunity  for  U.S. 
Christians  to  shore  up  crumbling  church 
infrastructures. 

Those  contributions  may  make  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  people  who  think  first  of  “the 
call”  to  be  even  more  responsive  to  all  of 
God’s  people. 

Gifts  to  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Part¬ 
ner  Churches  in  Crises  should  be  submit¬ 
ted  through  the  annual  conference 
treasurer  for  forwarding  to  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 
Checks  should  be  designated  for  Partner 
Churches  in  Crises  No.  010068-0. 

Charles  Lerrigo  is  a  staff  writer  with 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


ture,  youth  advocacy  would  gain 
visibility  across  the  denomination. 

Responsibility  for  youth  programs, 
currently  lodged  within  the  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship’s  Section  on  Ministry  of  the  La¬ 
ity,  would  not  be  affected  under  the  new 
proposal. 

However,  advocacy  for  youth  concerns 
and  oversight  of  the  Youth  Service  Fund  is 
the  national  organization’s  responsibility. 

Representatives  of  other  general  agen¬ 
cies  are  to  sit  on  the  organization’s  steering 
committee  under  the  new  proposal. 

The  study  committee  also  recom¬ 
mended  increasing  the  percentage  of 
Youth  Service  Fund  money  available  to 
support  projects  in  annual  conferences 
from  70  to  80. 

The  remainder  would  be  used  for  ad¬ 
ministrative  and  promotional  costs. 


Weekly 
^ Bible  study 
series  for 
youth  and 
young  adults  for 
r  morning  or  evenins. 
Builds  solid  faith 
by  Bible  knowledge. 
Introductory  Kit/Cassette 
ind  Teacher's  Manual  $15.00 
Box  77,  El  Paso,  AR  72045, 


member  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Bolivar.  During  her  college  years,  she 
has  been  affiliated  with  Linn  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Fayette. 

Dr.  Stoody,  who  died  in  1979,  was  chief 
executive  of  one  of  United  Methodist 
Communication’s  predecessor  agencies, 
the  Commission  on  Public  Relations  and 
Methodist  Information  of  the  former 
Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  West  joined  the  commission’s  staff 
in  1948  and  succeeded  Dr.  Stoody  in  1964 
as  head  of  the  agency.  He  retired  in  1975 
while  serving  as  associate  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  United  Methodist  Joint 
Committee  on  Communications. 

Selection  of  the  winner  was  made  by  a 
jury  consisting  of  five  United  Methodist 
Communications  governing  board  mem¬ 
bers:  the  Rev.  Sammie  Ellis  Rainey,  Dal- 
hart,  Texas;  Felix  Gutierrez,  Los 
Angeles;  Christine  Kemp,  Cerritas, 
Calif.;  R.  Mark  Kogler,  Syracuse,  N.Y.; 
and  Joy  Maier,  Lakeland,  Fla. 


Computer  Software 

Designed  by  the 
Church  for 
the  Church 


.v  Used  by  Methodist  Churches  for 
•  Finances  •  Membership  •  Reports 

Complete  Software  System  $795. 
Hardware  Systems  Also  Offered  at 
Discounted  Church  Rates. 

Complete  Support  Program  Available,  Too. 

Call  1-800-533-5227 
(In  Ohio,  call  1-614-889-7540) 

COMPUTER  HELPER  PUBLISHING 

6495  Sawmill  Rd.  Dublin,  Ohio  43017 
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u$ttolet  you 


The  subscription  campaign  for  the  LOUISIANA 
UNITED  METHODIST  is  coming  to  a  close!  Have 
you  subscribed?  It’s  not  too  late  for  you  to  send 
your  check  for  $10  along  with  your  name,  address, 
church  and  district  to  the  Conference  office,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 


Che  "Bishop's 
Corner 

‘In  Tune  with 
the  Good  Earth’ 


The  following  article  was  taken 
from  Bishop  Underwood' s  book, 
Standing  on  the  Corner. 

It  is  strange  but  true  that  many  of 
us  wish  to  escape  the  circumstances 
of  our  environment.  There  are  many 
reasons  for  that,  some  of  them  quite 
convincing.  But  it  is  true,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  that  often  a  person  who  was  born 
on  a  farm  wants  to  get  away  from  it. 
They  have  experienced  the  toughness 
of  that  life  and  think  there  must  be  a 
better  way  to  make  a  living. 

They  have  milked  all  the  cows  they 
ever  want  to  milk  and  plowed  all  the 
fields  they  ever  want  to  plow.  They 
pine  for  street  lights  and  bright  lights. 
So  they  move  to  town  with  no  tinge  of 
nostalgia  for  the  good  earth  of  the 
farm  or  ranch  of  their  childhoods. 

On  the  contrary,  I  was  born  in  the 
city  but  find  that  my  heart  is  often  in 
the  soil  of  the  farm  or  ranch  country. 
What  can  surpass  the  beauty  of  a  well 
fed  herd  of  white  face  cows  lolling  la¬ 
zily  on  a  rolling  pasture  green?  (I 
have  a  friend  who  answers,  “Just  one 
thing.  A  herd  of  black  Angus.”)  What 
is  more  pleasing  to  the  ear  than  the 
sounds  of  the  wind  and  the  birds  and 
the  barnyard  animals  on  a  hot  sum¬ 
mer  night?  What  is  more  restful  to 
the  mind  and  the  spirit  of  a  person 
than  sitting  on  a  tree  stump  in  the  si¬ 
lence  of  self  contemplation?  What  is 
nearer  to  God  than  the  raw  beauty  of 
the  open  country  unspoiled  by  steel 
and  mortar,  bricks  and  concrete, 


m 


snarled  traffic  and  polluted  air? 

To  be  sure,  I  am  not  unappreciative 
of  the  values  made  possible  by  those 
who  build  the  cities  nor  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  found  only  where  population  is 
dense.  In  the  cities,  technology  has 
contributed  to  civilization’s  progress 
and  to  the  possession  of  the  so  called 
“good  things”  of  life.  Education,  mu¬ 
sic,  drama,  painting,  sculpture  and 
the  lively  interchange  of  debate  and 
discussion  are  most  often  centered  in 
the  larger  population  complexes. 

But  I  am  convinced  that  people, 
while  enjoying  the  advantages  of  the 
city,  ought  to  always  stay  in  tune  with 
the  good  earth.  The  proposal  that 
technology  can  construct  under¬ 
ground  cities  where  people  may 
someday  live  their  lives  without  ever 
seeing  the  light  of  the  natural  sun  holds 
no  excitement  for  me. 

The  good  earth  is  a  fundamental 
necessity  of  life.  I  want  to  see  it,  walk 
on  it,  enjoy  it,  put  my  hand  in  it,  stand 
amazed  at  its  beauty  and  marvel  at 
what  it  produces  for  my  comfort  and 
sustenance.  I  hope  there  will  always 
be  a  spot  where  I  can  go  and,  for  the 
moment,  see  nothing  made  by  people. 

In  that  moment,  I  will  be  reminded 
of  how  small  I  am  and  of  how  great 
God  is.  That  is  a  reminder  all  of  us 
desperately  need. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  women  of  Hosston,  Gilliam  and 
Belcher  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
the  Shreveport  District  have  formed  an 
organization  known  as  the  Dorcas  Circle. 
This  has  had,  among  other  local  projects, 
a  special  cookbook  project  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  Methodist  Home  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  A  total  of  $3,227  was  raised  for 
this  cause  during  December  and  Janu¬ 
ary.  Another  project  by  the  group  raised 
a  total  of  $1,110  for  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  in  Ruston.  Rev.  Paul  Reger 
is  the  pastor  of  the  three  churches. 

The  Ellerbe  Road  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport  dedicated  75  Meth¬ 
odist  Hymnals  to  the  glory  of  God  and  in  lov¬ 
ing  memory  of  loved  ones  in  a  Service  of 
Dedication  on  March  22.  The  church  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow,  having  increased  the 
membership  from  61  in  1983  to  its  pres¬ 
ent  membership  of  129.  The  pastor  is 
Rev.  Benedict  A.  Galloway. 

*  *  * 

The  youth  group  of  Jackson  United 
Methodist  Church,  Jackson,  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  Chicken/Spaghetti  supper  on  Satur¬ 
day,  April  11  beginning  at  10:30  a.m.  The 
cost  is  $3.50  per  plate.  Rev.  Joe  A  Hoo¬ 
ver  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Staff  and  members  of  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport 
feel  that  it  is  important  for  children  to 
participate  in  worship.  They  believe  that 
by  being  in  the  worship  service,  children 
learn  to  experience  the  Love  of  God 
through  their  parents  and  those  around 
them.  But,  little  ones  have  short  atten¬ 
tion  spans  and  can  sometimes  get  restless. 
To  assist  the  children  in  these  times,  a 
Children’s  Worship  Folder  has  been  de¬ 
veloped  for  children  through  the  fifth 
grades.  The  folder  contains  plain  paper, 
a  packet  of  crayons,  pipe  cleaners  and 
four  activity  sheets.  Children  may  keep 
any  items  they  use,  but  the  crayons  must 
be  left  on  the  pew  after  the  worship  ser- 


For  Ministers’  Wives  Only 

Istrouma  Chosen  as  Campsite 


The  eleventh  annual  Ministers’  Wives’ 
Retreat  is  scheduled  for  April  24-25  at 
Camp  Istrouma  near  Baton  Rouge.  Led 
by  various  members  of  the  group,  this 
year’s  retreat  will  explore  the  theme, 
“Growing  in  Grace  through  the  Years.” 
Registration  will  begin  at  5:00  p.m.  on 
Friday.  The  retreat  concludes  with  lunch 
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Division  of  Higher  Education 

Spring  Meeting  Held  in  New  Orleans 


Around  the  Conference 


Fifty  participants,  including  Directors 
and  Staff  of  the  Division  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation,  met  in  New  Orleans  recently  for 
their  spring  meeting.  They  heard  reports 
on  new  legislation,  the  African  Initiative, 
Black  College  Fund,  Loans  and  Scholar¬ 
ship  programs,  Student  meeting  (Jubilee 
’87)  to  be  held  in  St.  Louis  in  December; 
University  Senate;  a  resolution  on  S.M.U.; 
and  budgetary  matters. 

On  Friday  evening,  they  were  guests 
of  Dillard  University  and  Dr.  and  Mrs. 


Samuel  DuBois  Cook  at  a  dinner  and  con¬ 
cert  given  by  the  Dillard  choir,  the  or¬ 
ganist,  Dr.  Herman  Taylor  and  the  pianist, 
Moses  Hogan.  The  Choir  was  directed  by 
Carter  Davenport. 

On  Sunday  morning  they  attended 
First  United  Methodist  Church  where  Ju¬ 
lius  Scott  spoke.  Also  in  attendance  were 
the  Spanish  Speaking  Ministry  with  Rev. 
Marta  Sanfiel  interpreting  the  message. 
Dr.  Ken  Jones  is  the  pastor  of  First 
Church. 


Dr.  Julius  Scott,  Jr.,  Associate  General  Secretary 

Nancy  M.  Carruth,  President  Division  of  Higher  Education 

Joe  Howell,  President  National  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges 

Ted  Walter,  Chairman  of  Global  Higher  Education 

Ken  Yamada,  Staff  Member  of  B.H.E.M. 


Mary  Breazeale  (right)  recently  received  a  certificate  of  appreciation  from  the 
members  of  the  Pelican  United  Methodist  Church,  recognizing  her  26  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  as  church  treasurer.  Beth  Magee,  administrative  council  chairman,  presented 
the  award  to  Miss  Breazeale.  Norman  Gallaspy  (not  shown)  was  also  honored  for 
over  50  years  as  a  teacher  of  the  adult  Sunday  School  class. 


vice.  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

•  *  * 

The  Aurora  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  is  sponsoring  their  first 
“Bake  Off.”  Anyone  over  the  age  of  13 
may  enter  the  categories  of  cakes,  pies, 
or  miscellaneous  sweets.  The  judging 
will  take  place  on  April  11  at  the  church. 
Rev.  Conrad  Edwards  is  the  pastor. 

•  •  * 

St.  Matthew  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Algiers  received  a  $6,000  grant  and  a 
$25,000  loan  from  the  Board  of  Missions 
recently  to  purchase  two  pieces  of  prop¬ 
erty  adjacent  to  the  church  and  parson¬ 
age.  The  plans  are  to  build  an 
Educational  Building  and  Day  Care  Cen¬ 
ter.  This  is  a  special  project  for  Out¬ 
reach  Ministries.  Mrs.  Doris  Bush, 
Chairperson  of  the  Administrative  Board, 
Ralph  H.  Clark,  Chairperson  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  and  Rev.  William  Jones, 
Pastor. 

•  *  • 

The  Building  Committee  of  the  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church,  of 
Shreveport  voted  to  approve  the  prelimi¬ 
nary  plans  for  the  renovation  of  the 
sanctuary  and  the  erection  of  an  activi¬ 
ties  building  recently.  Rev.  Donald  K. 
McDowell  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  • 

Dr.  David  Mason  of  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Council  of  Churches  will  lead  a 
time  management  seminar  specifically 
designed  for  church  and  financial  secre¬ 
taries  on  Friday,  May  1  from  10  a.m.  —  5 
p.m.  at  the  Lake  Charles  District  Camp 
in  LeBlanc.  Cost  for  the  event  is  $10 
which  includes  lunch.  Overnight  accommo¬ 
dations  will  also  be  available  at  an  addi¬ 
tional  cost. 

Registrations  are  due  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Office  by  April  27.  More 
information  about  the  seminar  and  the 
overnight  facilities  may  be  obtained  by 
calling  Cathey  Lannerd  at  (318)  439-2982. 


Bishop  Herbert  Skeete,  President  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Walter  Underwood,  Louisiana  Resident  Bishop 
Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  President  Dillard  University 


Pictured  are  some  of  the  25  participants  at  a  recent  planning  retreat  at  Lakeview 
UMC,  Shreveport.  George  Holcombe,  Church  Growth  Consultant  for  the  North  Tex¬ 
as  Conference  conducted  this  two  day  event.  The  group  defined  its  geographical  par¬ 
ish  and  reviewed  the  demographs,  political,  and  cultural  realities  of  that  area.  Rev. 
Holcombe  then  led  the  group  in  claiming  its  strengths,  visioning  its  future,  dealing 
with  the  contradictions  to  realizing  that  future,  strategizing  and  creating  tactics  to 
bring  that  future  to  reality. 


Transfer  of  Leadership  takes  place 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.,  Lakeland,  Fla.,  (center)  was  installed  as  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  at  the  close  of  its  spring  meeting  in  Arlington, 
Va.,  March  27.  He  will  serve  a  one-year  term  succeeding  Bishop  James  M.  Ault, 
Pittsburgh  (left).  Elected  president-designate,  to  take  office  in  1988,  was  Bishop  Er¬ 
nest  T.  Dixon  Jr.,  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Bishop  Hunt  will  be  the  preacher  for  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Annual  Conference,  June  1-4, 1987  in  Shreveport. 


on  Saturday.  Participants  are  reminded 
to  bring  their  own  linens.  The  cost  of  the 
retreat  is  $15.  Pre-registrations  must  be 
sent  no  later  than  April  17  to  Melanie 
Scott-Welch,  907  Canal  St.,  Plaquemine, 
La.  70764.  For  more  information  call  her 
at  (504)  687-4005  or  687-3602. 


Hello  World 

It’s  A  School! 


St.  Andrew’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge  announces  the 
adoption  of  Southeast  Middle  School 
also  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  adoption 
took  place  on  the  campus  of  South¬ 
east  on  Friday,  Feb.  13.  Attending 
were  representatives  from  St.  An¬ 
drew’s,  the  Southeast  students, 
teachers  and  principal  Richard  Day 
and  school  board  superintendent 
Raymond  Alverson.  Co-adopting 
with  St.  Andrew’s  is  CIGNA  Health 
Plan  of  Baton  Rouge.  Special  thanks 
to  Dave  Lemasters  of  St.  Andrew’s 
for  signing  the  adoption  papers, 
Cindy  Burbach  for  organizing  the 
adoption  and  all  of  the  teachers  and 
students  of  Southeast  for  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  help  with  their  education. 


Mount  Sequoyah 
Hosting  Retirees 

It’s  not  too  late  to  register  for  "Spring¬ 
time  on  the  Mountain.”  This  exciting  Ju¬ 
risdictional  event  for  retirees  will  be 
held  April  27-30th  on  lovely  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Featuring  the  joyous  music  of  director 
James  Fleming  and  the  challenging 
preaching  of  Dr.  Rodney  Wilmouth,  the 
meeting  will  also  have  fun  mixers  and 
interesting  resource  persons. 

Fayetteville  is  located  only  one  hour 
from  the  charming  shops  of  Eureka 
Springs,  known  as  "The  Switzerland  of 
the  Ozarks.”  There  guests  may  see  the 
renowned  Passion  Play. 

Mount  Sequoyah  is  celebrating  its  65th 
Anniversary  in  1987  with  the  theme 
FRIENDS  ACROSS  THE  JURISDIC¬ 
TION.  To  register  simply  call  (501)  443- 
4531  or  send  $17  to  Mount  Sequoyah,  150 
N.W.  Skyline  Dr.,  Fayetteville,  Ark. 
72701. 
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Recent  renovations  to  the  exterior  of  St.  Bernard  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Chalmette  gave  a  new  look  to  the  church.  The  renovations,  which  included  a  patio 
cover,  brick  pillars,  a  new  roof  line,  metal  gates  and  grillwork  at  the  entrance  and 
skylights  in  the  atrium  cost  about  $68,000.  The  pastor  of  the  church  is  Rev.  Robert 
W.  Peterson. 

News,  Nurture,  ’N  Nonsense 

Gospel,  Growing  Professionally,  and  Good  Times  in  the  Sun 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
and  the  Board  of  Discipleship  offer  to  the 
clergy  a  rare  opportunity!  Where  can 
you  hear  good  preaching?  Where  can  you 
learn  how  to  grow  a  church?  Where  can 
you  go  to  have  a  good  time  for  48  hours 
with  your  colleagues  in  ministry?  Where 
can  you  do  all  three  in  one  setting? 

You  can  do  it  in  a  clergy  retreat!  The 
inaugural  retreat  for  clergy  is  scheduled 
for  Caney  Conference  Centre  May  5-7 
The  event  will  begin  with  the  evening 
meal  on  Tuesday  and  close  with  lunch  on 
Thursday. 

The  retreat  will  include  times  for 
hearing  good  preaching  and  singing.  Rev. 


Jack  Wilson,  First  UMC  of  Magnolia, 
Ark.,  is  to  be  our  preacher.  We  will  have 
a  time  for  sharing  with  a  pastor  who 
took  a  small  church  and  helped  it  grow 
to  over  2000.  Rev.  Gerald  (Randy)  Mulli- 
kin  of  the  Bear  Creek  Church  in  Houston, 
Texas  will  be  our  resource. 

There  will  be  ample  time  for  play  and 
informal  sharing  with  colleagues.  The 
Minden  Country  Club  is  available  to  us 
on  Wednesday  morning.  The  lake  offers 
an  opportunity  for  fishing,  water  skiing, 
swimming,  or  just  lying  in  the  sun.  And 
42,  trivia,  dominoes,  and  other  games 
will  be  available.  Bring  your  boat,  clubs, 
and  games  and  join  in  the  fellowship. 


Registration  Form 

The  total  cost  for  the  retreat  is  $35.  This  does  not  include  expenses  for  golf.  I 
Mail  this  form  along  with  your  $5  registration  fee  to  Dr.  John  Braden,  527  I 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802,  by  Wednesday,  April  29.  I 


Name 


I 


|  Address 

I 

I  City  _ 


State- 


Zip  . 


Ill 
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«<•  Editorial  » 

An  issue  that  cries  out  for  insight 


Does  the  Reporter  contain  too  much 
news  dealing  with  human  sexuality? 

We  don’t  think  so.  However,  this  week’s 
“Letters  to  the  Editor"  column  contains  a 
contrary  viewpoint.  It  echoes  other  letters 
we’ve  received  in  recent  weeks  expressing 
dismay  with  our  involvement,  and/or  the 
church’s,  with  sexual  issues. 

That  reaction  has  at  least  partial  valid¬ 
ity.  Recent  articles  related  to  human  sexu¬ 
ality  deal  with  a  wide  range  of  morally- 
and  emotionally-charged  topics:  homosex¬ 
uality,  AIDS,  condom  advertising,  fertility 
technology,  surrogate  motherhood,  etc. 

It’s  understandable  that  some  readers 
feel  uneasy  seeing  such  articles  in  a  fam¬ 
ily  newspaper,  particularly  a  church  news¬ 
paper.  Many  of  us  remember  when  nearly 
anything  sex-related  was  informally 
deemed  off  limits  for  such  publications. 

That’s  no  longer  the  case.  Cultural 
changes  have  contributed  to  more  openness 
in  dealing  with  such  matters  in  public.  In 
general,  that’s  healthier  than  sweeping 
news  under  the  rug  that  affects  the  general 
welfare — for  example,  news  about  AIDS. 
Even  so,  we  try  to  respect  reader  sensitiv¬ 
ities  by  not  sensationalizing  such  news. 

We  part  company  with  critics,  howev¬ 
er,  who  suggest  that  the  Reporter— and, 
by  extension,  the  church— should  de-em- 
phasize  or  even  refrain  from  dealing 
frankly  with  sexual  issues. 

We  believe  Christian  teachings  and  our 
mandate  as  Christ’s  followers  compel  us 
to  deal  forthrightly  with  all  areas  of  hu¬ 
man  life — physical  and  emotional  as  well 
as  spiritual.  That  includes  human  sexual¬ 
ity,  which  Scripture  teaches  should  be  cel¬ 
ebrated  as  a  good  gift  from  God. 

Scripture  also  warns  that  our  sexuality  is 
a  gift  that  should  be  labeled,  "Handle  with 


care”  Suffering  caused  by  sexual  miscon¬ 
duct-shattered  relationships,  out-of-wed¬ 
lock  pregnancy,  sexually-transmitted 
disease,  etc.— shows  the  need  for  upfront 
Christian  compassion  and  involvement 

A  “hands  off”  approach  to  sexual  mat¬ 
ters  by  Christians  therefore  isn’t  merely 
behind  the  times.  It  in  effect  denies  that 
Christianity  has  anything  instructive  or 
redemptive  to  say  about  one  of  human 
life’s  most  critical  realities. 

Young  people  especially,  struggling 
with  fears  and  uncertainties  about  their 
sexuality,  have  good  reason  to  question 
what  the  Christian  way  of  life  can  offer 
them  if  we  are  silent  about  sexual  issues. 

We  believe  that  few  areas  of  modern 
life  cry  out  more  for  Christianity’s  insight 
and  guidance.  To  answer  that  cry,  Chris¬ 
tians  must  be  willing  to  deal  openly  with 
perplexing  and  painful  problems  that 
arise  from  our  identity  and  frequent  con¬ 
fusion  as  sexual  beings.  By  doing  so,  we 
also  offer  a  tangible  witness  to  3  basic  te¬ 
net  of  our  faith. 

Specifically,  the  Resurrection  shows 
that  no  part  of  human  life  is  beyond 
God’s  concern  or  redemptive  power.  If 
God’s  love  conquers  even  the  “last  ene¬ 
my,”  death,  it’s  also  true  that  God’s  love 
can  help  us  conquer  our  fears,  misunder¬ 
standings  and  misuse  of  something  as  ba¬ 
sic  to  who  we  are  as  our  sexuality. 

As  followers  of  the  Risen  Christ,  our 
mandate  requires  us  not  to  shrink  from 
proclaiming  that  truth.  Such  proclamation 
presumes  our  staying  as  informed  as  possi¬ 
ble  about  how  fellow  Christians  are  strug¬ 
gling  to  apply  that  truth  to  their  lives. 
Reporting  and  reading  news  that  deals  with 
those  struggles  is  one  of  the  best  ways  we 
know  to  fulfill  that  responsibility. 
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Here  I  Stand 


‘Unfunded  liability 9  is  a  faithless  paper  tiger 


By  DAVID  Z.  RING 

What  should  be  the  top  priority  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  today? 

"Evangelism!”  say  the  conserva¬ 
tives.  “A  just  society!"  say  the  liber¬ 
als.  ‘‘Spiritual  renewal!”  say  the 
charismatics.  ‘‘All  of  these— and 
more  besides!”  say  the  Wesleyans. 

However,  as  measured  by  where 
we  put  our  dollars  in  the  1980s,  fund¬ 
ing  for  clergy  pensions  clearly  has 
been  the  real  priority  of  the  UMC.  Re¬ 
member  the  words  of  Jesus  on  the 
subject  of  priorities:  “Where  your 
treasure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be 
also"  (Matthew  6:21). 

In  the  late  1970s,  spurred  by  gov¬ 
ernmental  concern  over  ailing  indus¬ 
trial  pension  plans  nationwide,  our 
General  Board  of  Pensions  called  an 
obvious  fact  to  the  church’s  attention. 
We  had  promised  our  clergy  future 
pension  benefits  for  which  we  did  not 
currently  have  monies  on  deposit. 

While  no  clergyperson  had  ever 
failed  to  receive  a  promised  benefit  in 
full  and  on  time,  the  UMC  as  a  whole 
had  made  hundreds  of  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  of  promises  which  were  just 
that— promises  of  future  payment. 

‘Worn  out’  preachers? 

The  specter  of  faithful,  "worn  out” 
preachers  robbed  of  their  dignity  was 
raised.  The  UMC  has  responded  by 
mounting,  in  conference  after  confer¬ 
ence,  massive  fund  drives  involving 
many  millions  of  dollars  to  erase  this 
strange  new  paper  concept  of  the 
UMC  in  the  1980’s,  “unfunded  liabil- 
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ity.” 

By  1982,  a  new  pension  plan  was 
initiated  that  ensured  no  new  unfund¬ 
ed  liability  would  accrue  for  future 
clergy  service. 

But  the  past 
“debt”  for  un¬ 
funded  liability  is 
still  staggering, 
and  will  continue 
to  haunt  us  for  40 
or  more  years  yet 
to  come  unless, 
according  to  the 
pensions  board,  many  more  massive 
fund  drives  are  held. 

How  is  "unfunded  liability”  deter¬ 
mined?  Using  standard  statistical  ta¬ 
bles  on  lifespan,  and  estimating  what 
an  annual  conference  is  likely  to  set 
each  year  as  an  annuity  rate  for  past 
service,  the  pensions  board  can  rea¬ 
sonably  project  what  each  clergyper¬ 
son  is  likely  to  draw  in  benefits 
during  their  total  span  of  retirement. 

Then  by  compounding,  at  a  6  per¬ 
cent  annual  rate,  what  is  now  on  de¬ 
posit  for  that  person  in  conference 
pension  funds,  they  also  determine  a 
figure  of  available  money  to  fund  that 
pension. 

The  difference  between  the  first 
figure  and  the  second  is  unfunded  li¬ 
ability.  Add  all  of  this  up  over  thou¬ 
sands  of  retired  clergy  and  clergy 
with  pre-1982  service  who  will  some¬ 
day  retire  and  the  amount  is  a  stag¬ 
gering  multimillion  dollar  sum. 

Compound  interest  tables  are  a 
mystery  to  many.  But  they  are  pow¬ 


erful  mathematical  tools  that  are 
highly  sensitive  to  the  assumptions 
made  in  using  them.  A  one  percentage 
point  change  in  a  compound  interest 
rate  assumption  can  result,  over  a 
time  span  of  30  or  40  years,  in  a  mas¬ 
sive  change  in  numbers.  Mortgage 
holders  and  payers  know  this  well. 

Our  pensions  board,  in  calculating 
unfunded  liability,  assumes  it  will 
achieve  a  six  percent  annual  positive 
return  on  its  invested  funds.  This  is  a 
"standard”  assumption  in  the  pen¬ 
sions  industry. 

Board  is  better  than  ‘standard’ 

But  our  General  Board  of  Pensions 
is  much  better  than  a  "standard”  op¬ 
eration.  Since  1968,  the  board’s  annual 
rate  of  investment  return  has  aver¬ 
aged  over  nine  percent.  In  1986,  even 
with  negligible  inflation  and  prevail¬ 
ing  low  interest  rates,  the  UMC’s  pen¬ 
sions  investments  earned  over  18 
percent. 

If,  rather  than  a  “standard”  six  per¬ 
cent,  we  assume  an  average  nine  per¬ 
cent  annual  rate  of  return  on  pension 
board  investments  over  the  next  40 
years— matching  the  past  two  de¬ 
cades’  performance  and  only  half  the 
current  pace— the  specter  of  “unfund¬ 
ed  liability”  melts  into  insignificance. 

The  UMC’s  invested  pensions  funds, 
in  aggregate,  are  fast  approaching  3 
billion  dollars.  Ours  is  now  one  of  the 
10  largest  pools  of  pensions  money  in 
the  United  States.  Our  General  Board 
of  Pensions  is  one  of  the  “big  boys”  of 
the  investment  industry— expertly 


managed,  superbly  and  consistently 
performing  on  our  behalf. 

Is  it  possible  that  this  performance 
might  slip  back  to  six  percent  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  year?  Yes,  it’s  possible.  But  it’s 
highly  improbable.  Could  it  slip  that 
badly  and  remain  there  for  the  next 
40  years  in  a  row?  Should  the  entire 
world’s  economy  collapse,  and  stay 
that  way,  yes.  Otherwise,  no. 

“Unfunded  liability”  for  pensions  is 
a  baseless,  faithless  “paper  tiger” 
that  should  no  longer  sap  the  energies 
and  dollars  of  United  Methodists.  No 
United  Methodist  clergyperson  has 
ever  failed  to  receive  a  single  penny 
of  his  or  her  well-deserved  pension 
benefits.  None  ever  will,  unfunded  li¬ 
ability  notwithstanding. 

What  should  be  the  top  priority  for 
the  UMC  today?  Evangelism?  Social 
justice?  Spiritual  reawakening?  All  of 
these? 

Take  your  choice,  guided  by  God. 
But  let’s  move  pensions  out  of  the  top 
spot! 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  David  Z.  Ring 
HI.  is  pastor  of  St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  in  El  Paso.  Texas 
(New  Mexico  Annual  Conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length) 
to:  " Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Good  News  views:  Mixed  reviews 


stoC  Pontius'  Puddle 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  George  Hunter’s 
and  Perry  White’s  “Here  I  Stand”  col¬ 
umns  (see  UMR  Mar.  20). 

Like  Mr.  Hunter,  I  see  Good  News 
reaching  out  to  a  general  church  agen¬ 
cy— the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries— that’s  alienated  from  the 
community  of  faith  in  much  the  same 
way  that  Jesus  reached  out  to  the  wom¬ 
an  alienated  from  her  community  of 
faith. 

Christ  calls  her  to  account  and  chal¬ 
lenges  her  in  order  to  bring  her  back  into 
the  fold.  Isn’t  Good  News  also  calling 
BGM  to  account  and  challenging  it  in  or¬ 
der  to  bring  it  back  into  the  fold? 

In  Perry  White’s  “Here  I  Stand”  he 
states  that  he  is  “convinced  members  of 
the  Good  News  caucus  are  feverishly 
working  to  establish  another  Methodist 
denomination."  He  further  states  that 
they  do  not  want  change,  but  rather  that 
they  want  out  and  want  to  take  as  many 
with  them  as  they  can.  - 

I  am  just  as  convinced  that  members 
of  Good  News  are  not  working  to  estab¬ 
lish  another  Methodist  denomination.  I 
do  believe  that  they  want  change,  but 
that  they  do  not  want  out.  It  is  because  of 
the  Good  News  voice  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church  that  I  still  want  to  be  a 
member  of  our  denomination. 

Jane  Bailey 
Michigan  City,  Indiana 

Another  religion? 

To  the  editor: 

I  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  thought  pro¬ 
voking  article  by  Rev.  George  Hunter  III 
about  Good  News  in  the  March  20  Re¬ 
porter. 

I  also  read  closely  the  article  in  the 
same  issue  by  Perry  White.  I  do  not  have 
the  same  reaction  as  Mr.  White  that  the 
Good  News  people  are  trying  “feverish¬ 
ly”  to  establish  another  Methodist  de¬ 
nomination. 

I  have  noted  another  aspect  not  direct¬ 
ly  addressed  in  the  two  articles.  I  note 
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that  there  are  people  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  who  appear  to  be  diligently 
trying  to  promote  another  religion.  They 
call  it  “liberation  theology.” 

Valgene  Rice 
Devils  Elbow,  Missouri 

One  bishop  who’s  leading 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reference  to  George  Hunter’s 
March  20  column:  I  do  not  want  to  refer 
to  the  statements  in  Mr.  Hunter’s  rather 
cynical  article.  I  do  want  to  provide 
some  information  that  should  be  helpful 
to  Mr.  Hunter  and  to  Reporter  readers 
about  our  “Good  Bishops.” 

The  Baltimore  Annual  Conference  has 
a  policy  of  calling  together  pastors  and 
officials  from  churches  that  fail  to  re¬ 
ceive  persons  on  Confession  of  Faith. 
The  bishop  and  cabinet  and  officers  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  meet  with 
them  and  arrange  for  others  to  share 
their  success  stories  in  evangelism.  This 
provides  encouragement  and  motivation. 

Our  annual  conference  also  has  adopt¬ 
ed  a  major  evangelistic  effort  called, 
"Offer  Them  Christ.”  We  are  in  the 
midst  of  this  now.  There  is  a  five-service 
series  of  preaching  and  home  visitation. 
There  have  been  two  all-day  workshops 
for  all  church  leaders  on  evangelism  re¬ 
lated  to  this  area  of  interest.  Over  600  at¬ 
tended.  There  are  training  meetings  for 
pastors  and  each  church  has  a  training 
period  for  persons  going  out  to  visit. 

Our  bishop  prepared  and  presented  a 
teaching  session  for  the  cabinet,  the  con¬ 
ference  staff,  and  the  Division  of  Evan¬ 
gelism.  In  all  of  this  development, 
Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  is  giving  signifi¬ 
cant  leadership. 

Howell  O.  Wilkins 
Easton,  Maryland 

Picayune  values  slammed 

To  the  Editor: 

Perry  White  discourses  on  Good  News 
tactics  (see  UMR  Mar.  20).  I  agree  with 
him.  Some  dissident  groups  are  busy 
with  picayune  values.  God  has  given  us 
the  mission  to  seek  the  truth.  Our  nation 
affirms  that  right  in  the  Constitution. 

Some  denominations  shout  about  the 
true  faith.  The  rest  of  us  are  humanists! 
Harry  Emerson  Fosdick  said,  “I  am  a 
fundamentalist,  too.  You  have  the  right 
to  choose  your  fundamentals:  let  me 
have  the  right  to  choose  mine.” 

I  live  in  a  town  of  2,700  people.  We 
have  seven  denominations.  Some  people 
go  to  the  ministers’  meeting  where  the 
humanists  prevail.  These  same  human¬ 
ists  welcome  the  conservatives  with  a 
good  measure  of  brotherly  love.  I  like 
that  brand  of  Christian  spirit. 

Conservative  leaders  in  the  United 
States  are  having  a  disgraceful  “war” 
among  themselves!  Being  at  war  with 
others  seems  to  be  a  pleasing  experi¬ 
ence! 

In  our  town  there  isn’t  a  single  church 
that  is  large  enough  to  challenge  young 
people.  With  our  divisions  we  are  failing 
the  young  people.  They  need  leaders  who 
can  give  them  challenges  to  live.  The  na¬ 
tion  faces  a  peril  in  the  future  for  the 
lack  of  unity  among  the  Christian 
churches.  We  should  explore  our  faith, 
but  we  don’t  have  to  be  so  divided. 

If  there  seems  to  be  a  lack  of  interest 
in  the  church  in  our  nation,  it  is  under¬ 
standable.  New  truth  teaches  us  new  du¬ 
ties,  according  to  James  Russell  Lowell. 

If  I  were  younger,  I  would  start  a 
youth  group  that  would  serve  all  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Being  91, 1  must  leave  that  to  others. 

B.  F.  Wentworth 
Mechanic  Falls,  Maine 

Theological  finger  pointed 

To  the  Editor: 

George  Hunter  certainly  has  put  his 
theological  finger  upon  a  cardinal  prob¬ 
lem  within  United  Methodism’s  bureau¬ 
cracy  (see  UMR,  March  20). 

There  is,  indeed,  “a  strange  selective 
pluralism”  within  our  church.  It  is  rather 
like  the  words  from  a  novel  from  anoth¬ 
er  day,  where  one  of  the  characters  says, 


“It  means  whatever  I  want  it  to  mean.” 

Edward  Chandler 
Niceville,  Florida 

‘Platoon’  shot  down 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  the  March  6  editorial 
and  I  couldn’t  believe  my  eyes!  You  sup¬ 
port  “Platoon”?! 

We  very  seldom  go  to  the  movies  any¬ 
more  because  of  the  language,  sex,  and 
violence.  But,  most  of  all,  we  don’t  go  be¬ 
cause  of  the  lack  of  morals  that’s  por¬ 
trayed.  But  having  heard  good  reviews, 
such  as  yours,  we  went  to  see  this  one. 

Philippians  4:8  reads  “whatsoever 
things  are  true,  honest,  just,  pure,  lovely, 
of  good  report,  if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if 
there  be  any  praise,  think  on  these 
things.”  This  movie  was  none  of  the 
above. 

The  language  was  terrible  and  it  en¬ 
couraged  dope.  I  know  the  scenes  of  kill¬ 
ing  and  futility  were  basic  to  the  theme 
of  the  picture,  but  it  left  me  feeling  filled 
with  disgust. 

Proverbs  23:12  reads  “Apply  thine 
heart  unto  instruction,  and  thine  ears  to 
the  words  of  knowledge.” 

One  old  saying  is  “What  goes  in  is 
what  comes  out."  This  movie  fills  your 
mind  with  garbage. 

I’m  disappointed  in  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  and  the  Reporter. 

Betty  Harris 
Hebron,  Maryland 

Sexual  coverage  decried 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter  devotes  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  amount  of  time  and  space  to  sexual 
issues. 

If  this  is  to  continue  to  be  your  empha¬ 
sis  then  I  suggest  you  change  your  name 
to  "The  United  Methodist  Rag.” 

Why  don’t  you  get  on  with  something 
of  substance?  ... 

T.  W.  Morse 

Erie,  Pennsylvania 

Condoms:  false  security 

To  the  Editor: 

Reading  the  March  20  article  on  "Re¬ 
sponsible  condom  use”  two  words  came 
to  mind:  false  security.  Condoms  have 
been  reported  to  have  anywhere  from  a 
10  to  20  per  cent  failure  rate  in  prevent¬ 
ing  pregnancy.  Considering  that  the 
AIDS  virus  is  even  smaller,  the  failure 
rate  for  preventing  AIDS  is  liable  to  be 
greater.  How  can  that  be  considered  a 
responsible  safeguard? 

Sure,  let’s  educate  people  to  the  facts 
about  AIDS,  but  let  us  be  sure  of  those 
facts  before  teaching  people  to  use 
means  that  might  endanger  their  lives. 

Martha  Sue  Duncan 
Bowling  Green,  Kentucky 

Feelings  hard  to  shake 

To  the  Editor: 

I  remember  when  I  was  a  small  child, 
getting  really  upset  one  Christmas.  We 
were  singing  “God  Rest  You  Merry  Gen¬ 
tlemen.”  I  asked  my  mother  why  ladies 
couldn’t  be  merry,  too.  I  thought  this  was 
very  unfair. 

So,  the  answer  to  Juta  Beauchamp’s 
question  "Are  we  really  so  ignorant  that 
we  don’t  know  when  ‘man’  means  man¬ 
kind  not  male’?”  is,  “Yes,**  (see  UMR, 
March  20).  Children  really  are  that  igno¬ 
rant. 

They  take  things  very  literally  and  the 
concept  of  "man”  meaning  all  humans  is 
not  one  they  can  grasp.  By  the  time  they 
have  understanding  of  the  generic 
“man,”  their  feelings  are  set.  It’s  very 
hard  to  shake  feelings  of  exclusion,  even 
when  logic  dictates  that  the  reason  for 
the  feelings  is  invalid. 

I  agree  that  Jesus  was  a  man  and  it 
would  be  silly  to  delete  all  references  to 
the  "Son”  of  God.  However,  at  Christmas 
I’d  like  to  see  "Good  Christian  Souls  Re¬ 
joice”  and  "Gentlefolk”  be  merry.  In 
fact,  I’d  like  to  sing  about  the  “Faith  of 
Our  Forebears”  all  year  round.  I  don’t 
want  my  little  girl  growing  up  with  the 
feeling  that  God  likes  boys  best. 

Suzanne  B.  Conaway 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 


CHORCW&OERS  ARE  A STRANGE  BREED. 
YOU  SPEND  THE  FIRST  18  YEARS 
TRYING- TO  GET  THEfA  TO  HOLD  STILL- 


■AND  THE  REST  OF  THEIR 
LIVES  TRyiNGTO  GET 
THEfATO  N\OVE  '. 


My  Witness 

‘Excavating’  the  Christian  way  of  life 


By  CARL  GIBBS 

As  an  excavator,  I  would  like  to  com¬ 
pare  the  different  phases  of  site  develop¬ 
ment  with  Christian  development. 

One  of  the  first  things  to  do  in  develop¬ 
ing  a  building  lot  is  the  clearing  of  the  lot 
and  putting  in  a  driveway.  We  clear 
things  out  of  the  way  and  provide  an  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  lot  for  actual  construction  of 
the  home. 

This  is  similar  to  what  I  must  try  to  do 
as  a  developing  Christian— I  must  try  to 
clear  out  of  the  way  the  things  in  my  life 
that  may  hinder  or  prevent  God  from  en¬ 
tering  my  life,  and  then  provide  a  drive¬ 
way  for  Christ  to  enter  into  my  life. 

It  is  in  this  early  part  of  site  develop¬ 
ment  that  I  have  felt  or  experienced  a 
closeness  or  presence  of  God.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  I  was  doing  some  work  for  the 
Geauga  Park  District  at  the  Swine  Creek 
Reservation.  At  noon,  after  I  shut  the 
backhoe  down,  a  peaceful  quietness  took 
over  as  I  sat  down  by  a  tree  with  my 
lunch.  After  a  short  period  of  time  my 
surroundings  became  a  setting  in  which  I 
sensed  a  closeness  to  God. 

It  was  early  summer  and  the  trees  were 
full  of  leaves  rustling  in  the  breeze.  The 
water  in  Swine  Creek  was  rushing  over  the 
rocks  in  the  creek  bed,  singing  its  own 
song.  I  thought,  “This  has  to  be  the  work 
of  the  Lord.”  I  thought  about  Psalm  111:2: 
“Great  are  the  works  of  the  Lord,  studied 
by  all  who  have  pleasure  in  them.” 

The  excavation  phase 

Another  phase  of  developing  a  homesite 
is  excavation  and  foundation  for  the  house, 
and  whatever  buildings  that  are  to  be  built. 
Excavation  for  footers  should  always  be  a 
minimum  of  three  feet  below  grade  This 
gives  a  building  a  solid  foundation  to  stand 
up  to  the  elements  of  nature,  such  as  wind, 
rain,  freezing  and  thawing. 

In  Luke  6:47-49,  Jesus  speaks  of  a  solid 
foundation  in  reference  to  the  hearing  of 
His  words  and  how  we  respond  to  His 
words. 

In  rural  areas  where  sanitary  sewers 
are  not  available,  each  home  must  have 
its  own  sewage  system.  A  system  that  is 
functioning  properly  will  cleanse  the 
waste  coming  into  it  so  that  it  can  return 
as  clean  water  to  nature’s  cycle. 

This  could  relate  to  my  sins  and  how 
the  blood  of  Jesus  cleanses  them.  1  John 
1:5-9  tell  of  this  cleansing. 

One  of  the  last  phases  of  developing  a 
lot  is  the  back-filling  and  finish  grading 
of  the  construction  area,  followed  by  the 
landscaping  and  the  seeding  of  the  lawn. 

In  most  cases  we  strip  the  topsoil  off 
the  construction  area  before  digging 
footers  and  basement  and  pile  it  where  it 
may  be  used  for  the  final  grading.  This 
will  become  the  seed  bed  for  the  lawn. 

The  clay  from  the  excavation  is  used 
for  backfilling,  or  what  we  call  “rough 
grading,”  or  shaping  of  the  lawn  area  be¬ 
fore  spreading  the  topsoil.  After  back¬ 
filling  and  shaping  the  lot  so  that  water 
drains  away  from  the  buildings  and  the 
whole  area  drains  properly,  the  topsoil  is 
spread  over  the  entire  area  that  was  dis¬ 
turbed  or  changed  during  construction. 

This  phase  of  site  development  could 
be  compared  to  how  deep  my  commit¬ 
ment  is  as  a  Christian.  Will  my  enthusi¬ 
asm  be  as  good  one  year  from  today,  two 


or  ten  years  from  now? 

The  topsoil  provides  a  base  for  a  good 
lawn,  one  that  will  grow  well  and  with¬ 
stand  dry  weather  and  other  problems. 
This  is  the  way  with  my  faith.  If  it  is  not 
rooted  deeply  enough,  my  faith  won’t 
stand  up  to  the  trials  and  tribulations  of 
life.  My  enthusiasm  for  Christ  could  easi¬ 
ly  wilt  under  the  stress  and  influence  of 
today’s  world.  Jesus  emphasizes  this  in 
the  parable  of  the  sower  and  the  seed. 

Jesus  explains  seed  parable 

In  Luke  8:13,  Jesus  explains  the  para¬ 
ble:  that  the  seeds 
which  fall  on  rocky 
ground  stand  for  peo¬ 
ple  who  hear  the 
message  and  receive 
it  gladly,  but  the 
message  does  not 
sink  deep  into  them; 
they  believe  only  for 
a  while  but  when  the  Carl  Gibbs 
time  of  testing  comes  they  fall  away. 

Jesus  then  says  that  the  seeds  that  fell 
in  good  soil  stand  for  those  who  hear  the 
message  and  retain  it  in  a  good  and  obe¬ 
dient  heart,  and  they  persist  until  they 
bear  fruit. 

These  phases  of  developing  a  lot  or 
homesite  could  compare  to  my  develop¬ 
ing  as  a  Christian.  After  the  job  is  com¬ 
plete  everything  looks  fine.  The  lawn  is 
growing  and  looks  good.  The  house  looks 
great,  as  every  new  home  should.  The 
driveway  is  holding  up  well  and  the 
whole  job  looks  great. 

If  everything  was  done  well  it  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  look  great,  with  a  little  mainte¬ 
nance,  for  years  to  come.  But,  if  the 
driveway  wasn’t  put  in  right  and  doesn’t 
hold,  it’s  hard  to  get  into  your  home. 


Similarly,  if  I  don’t  provide  a  good 
path  into  my  life  it  is  hard  for  Christ  to 
enter.  If  the  foundations  for  the  home 
aren’t  solid,  the  house  will  soon  show  it. 

Solid  commitment  needed 

Christian  development,  likewise,  will 
fail  without  a  good,  solid  commitment  to 
Christ  and  His  principles.  If  the  sewage 
system  wasn’t  installed  properly  and  it 
fails  to  do  its  job,  the  water  won’t  be 
cleansed,  just  as  the  blood  of  Jesus  can¬ 
not  cleanse  me  from  sin  unless  I  confess 
my  sins  and  ask  for  forgiveness.  If  thfe 
preparation  for  the  lawn  isn’t  done  well, 
the  grass  may  soon  wilt  and  die,  the 
same  as  my  faith  may  wilt  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  life’s  temptations  if  I  do  not 
have  my  roots  deep  enough. 

Houses  and  their  site  development 
generally  have  a  set  of  blueprints.  These 
are  prepared  by  an  architect  or  someone 
who  knows  how  to  plan  or  set  it  up. 
These  blueprints  make  the  overall  job 
much  easier  to  do. 

This  could  be  compared  to  the  plan 
God  has  for  all  of  us.  God  is  the  great  ar¬ 
chitect.  He  has  a  blueprint  for  each  of  us. 
He  has  done  all  the  planning.  All  we  have 
to  do  is  put  our  lives  into  His  hands  and 
let  Him  go  by  His  blueprints. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Carl  Gibbs, 
is  a  member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Middlefield,  Ohio  ( East  Ohio 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275.  ; 
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What  is  UM  ‘gift’  to  rural  America? 
one  expert  says  ‘vibrant  worship’ 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

INDEPENDENCE,  Mo. -What  rural 
America  needs  most  from  its  United 
Methodist  churches  is  vibrant  worship. 

Other  ministries  build  on  that  founda¬ 
tion. 

That’s  what  Dr.  Virginia  M.  Moxley 
said  at  the  fourth  annual  consultation  of 
;Town  and  Country  Ministries  last  week. 

Dr.  Moxley,  an  associate  dean  in  the 
college  of  human  ecology  at  Kansas 
State  University,  said  she  believes  the. 
message  and  music  are  critical  back¬ 
ground  ingredients  for  effective  ministry 
amid  the  farm  crisis. 

"Ministers  can  refer  people  in  trouble 
to  experts,”  she  said.  "They  don’t  need  to 
be  therapists." 

Her  comments  followed  her  March  31 
lecture  at  the  consultation  at  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology. 

“A  couple  of  things  are  important,” 
Dr.  Moxley  said  of  the  rural  church. 
“One,  a  message  that  makes  people 
think.  Second,  music  that  inspires  them.” 

The  church  needs  most  to  offer  "hope” 
to  encourage  people  to  survive  change, 
she  indicated. 

Rural  life  in  America  is  becoming  a 
lonely  business,  Dr.  Moxley  said.  She 
quoted  a  neighbor  who  remarked,  "Why, 

;  I  even  had  to  go  out  and  get  my  own  tom- 
;  cat.” 

"Just  at  the  time  we  need  the  best 
ministry  we  can  get,”  she  told  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  clergy  and  laypeople  from  across 
the  Midwest,  “we  (rural  America)  can’t 
afford  the  worst.” 

Dr.  Moxley,  the  wife  of  a  Kansas 
rancher,  attends  rural  Dunlap  United 
Methodist  Church  near  Manhattan,  Kan. 

She  observed  that  rural  churches  are 
regarded  as  “Siberia”  for  ministers— a 
"Siberia”  from  which  rural  peoples  are 
themselves  being  exiled. 

Only  a  fortunate  few  churches  like  her 
own,  Dr.  Moxley  said,  do  have  effective 
ministers.  Ironically,  Dunlap  UMC  is 
served  by  a  non-ordained  local  pastor 
who  is  also  a  high  school  teacher. 

'Exquisite  analysis’  offered 

She  offered  what  another  lecturer  de¬ 
scribed  as  "an  exquisite  analysis”  of  the 
yural  dilemma  that  results  in  the  de¬ 
struction  of  neighborhood,  social  animos¬ 
ity  and  stresses  on  the  family, 
emphasizing  that  most  financial  crises 
facing  farmers  were  the  result  of  timing, 
not  bad  judgment.  People  who  began 


“Just  at  the  time  we  need 
the  best  ministry  we  can 
get,  we  (rural  America) 
can’t  aflord  the  worst.” 

— Dr.  Virginia  Moxley 


farming  in  1970  were  successful  making 
the  same  decisions  which  led  to  farmers 
going  bankrupt  in  the  1980s,  she  said. 

An  estimated  one-third  of  America’s 
moderate-sized  farms  are  in  financial 
jeopardy,  according  to  figures  from  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division. 

The  Town  and  Country  Consultation 
called  for  development  of  a  Heartland 
Regional  Center  for  Rural  Life.  It  would 
create  a  clearinghouse  for  rural  minis¬ 
ters  seeking  help  for  those  farm  families 
in  crisis. 

The  Heartland  center  would  provide 
more  than  just  moral  support  for  rural 
pastors,  who,  as  Virginia  E.  Kennedy  de¬ 
scribed  them,  need  to  be  “taking  the 
church  to  the  farm  family  that  appears 
about  to  drop  out”  with  the  message  that 
the  “unquenchable  joy  of  the  Lord  sus¬ 
tains  us  nevertheless.” 

Mrs.  Kennedy,  a  lay  pastor,  serves  a 
growing  three-point  charge  in  southeast¬ 
ern  Kansas  (Redfield,  Hiattville  and 
Uniontown). 

The  proposed  center,  to  be  ultimately 
shaped  at  a  November  meeting  of  the 
consultation,  is  likely  to  serve  as  a  nerve 
center— helping  rural  pastors  tie  into  ex¬ 
isting  United  Methodist  and  ecumenical 
programs  for  counseling  and  disaster  as¬ 
sistance,  denominational  resources  and 
other  more  specialized  aids. 

Another  call  was  for  the  center  to  help 
provide  specific  training  for  seminary 
students  in  rural  ministry  to  help  pre¬ 
pare  them  for  assignment  to  small 
churches. 

The  proposal  would  require  approval 
and  funding  from  several  annual  confer¬ 
ences  as  well  as  from  denominational 
agencies. 

The  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  National  Program  Division, 
pledged  his  agency’s  support  for  the  re¬ 
gional  rural  life  center  but  said  that 
backing  had  to  wait  on  a  design. 

“If  that’s  what  you  want  (a  center), 
then  that’s  what  you’ll  get,”  he  said.  "But 
you  don’t  want  National  Division  to 


come  in  and  drop  a  model  on  the  table.” 

The  center  would  likely  serve  rural 
residents  in  Kansas,  Iowa,  Arkansas  and 
Nebraska,  although  other  states  were 
mentioned,  including  Minnesota,  North 
and  South  Dakota. 


Commitment  needed 

A  key  theme  underlying  the  two-day 
consultation  and  subsequent  talks  with 
representatives  of  the  National  Program 
Division  was  the  need  for  a  new  church 
commitment  to  rural  congregations. 

That  commitment  includes  a  change 
in  the  pastoral  appointment  process, 
participants  agreed. 

Many  pastors  and  laypeople  insisted 
that  the  length  of  appointments,  along 
with  salary  packages  for  rural  ministers, 
would  have  to  change. 

"How  are  you  going  to  keep  them 
down  on  the  farm  when  the  city  offers 
them  better  salaries?”  asked  the  Rev. 
Howard  L.  Miller,  pastor  of  churches  in 
Sedgewickville  and  Crossroads,  commu¬ 
nities  140  miles  southeast  of  St.  Louis. 

"Anything  less  than  three  years,”  Mr. 
Bideaux  said  of  pastoral  tenure,  “and 
you’re  doing  nothing. 

“If  we  could  do  one  thing  tomorrow  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  (to  address 
the  rural  church  crisis),  it  would  be  to 
lengthen  the  average  stay  in  our  appoint¬ 
ment  system. 

Mr.  Miller  said  one  location  he  was  fa¬ 
miliar  with  had  43  pastors  in  70  years.  Of 
those,  most  were  either  seminary  stu¬ 
dents  or  retired  pastors. 

UMC’s  total  role  not  clear 

While  participants  generally  agreed 
that  the  appointment  system  was  a  fac¬ 
tor  in  the  rural  church  crisis,  they  were 
less  clear  about  what  assistance  the 
“general  church”  could  provide. 

But  members  of  the  consultation 
agreed  that  the  needs  among  rural  resi¬ 
dents  are  pressing  and  real. 

As  the  Rev.  William  E.  Ballard,  a  pas¬ 
tor  in  a  multichurch  parish  in  southern 
Iowa,  said,  “The  folks  are  hurting.  While 
we’re  sitting  here  in  our  $300  suits,  there 
may  be  somebody  in  a  rural  setting  who 
is  deciding  whether  to  take  his  or  her 
life.” 

He  called  for  leadership  from  officials 
at  the  National  Division. 

“I’d  feel  real  good  out  here  in  the 
swamp  fighting  alligators,"  said  the  Rev. 
Edward  A.  Kail  of  Mount  Ayr  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mount  Ayr,  Iowa, 
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Life  is  sometimes  hard  and  lonely  in  rural  America.  And  what  rural  America  needs  most  from  United  Methodist 
churches,  says  one  woman  professor,  is  strong  preaching  and  lively  music  (see  accompanying  story). 


“if  I  thought  you  (National  Division) 
were  working  to  drain  the  swamp.” 

The  Rev.  Lester  I.  Thornton,  pastor  of 
Versailles  (Mo.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  said  rural  churches  and  rural  ar¬ 
eas  have  been  losing  population  for 
years. 

“It’s  just  magnified  now,”  he  said. 

An  estimated  500,000  of  America’s 
farmers  are  in  danger  of  losing  their 
farms,  said  Clyde  A.  Anderson,  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  National  Program  Divi¬ 
sion’s  Congregational  Development 
Office. 

Two  examples  were  described: 

•  One  Kansas  wheat  farmer,  who 
owned  400  acres  of  land  worth  $1,500  an 
acre  in  1978,  left  his  farm  in  1985  without 
a  penny. 

•The  number  of  black  farmers  in 
America  has  dropped  from  1  million  in 
1910  to  just  57,000  in  1978. 

“If  these  trends  continue,"  a  National 
Division  spokesman  said,  “within  a  de¬ 
cade  the  black  farmer  in  America  will 


be  no  more.” 

Dr.  David  Oliver,  a  professor  at  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology  and  a  noted  lec¬ 
turer  on  problems  of  the  aging,  said  the 
church  also  must  provide  the  support 
role  in  rural  America  for  the  elderly. 

“It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no  other 
hope,”  Dr.  Oliver  said,  noting  that  nearly 
60  percent  of  people  age  60  and  older 
live  in  rural  settings. 

"It  is  the  one  social  institution  to 
which  older  persons  have  remained  con¬ 
nected,”  Dr.  Oliver  said  of  the  church. 

Two  of  every  three  of  those  people  at¬ 
tend  church  weekly  or  more  often,  he 
said.  That  presents  rural  churches  with 
special  problems,  he  said.  But  it  also  of¬ 
fers  opportunities  for  ministry. 

He  cited  examples  of  older  church 
members  helping  other  elderly  people 
with  home  repair,  meal  delivery,  trans¬ 
portation  and  making  daily  visits. 

The  rural  crisis  cuts  through  all  age 
barriers,  speakers  pointed  out. 

Children  in  rural  America  become 


much  "more  tentative  about  their  own 
futures  as  a  result  of  seeing  the  present 
crumbling  around  them,”  Dr.  Moxley 
said.  They  also  exhibit  symptoms  of 
anxiety  and  restlessness,  she  said. 

There  is  potential  mission  to  young 
and  old  alike,  consultation  speakers  said. 

Rural  crisis  pushed  to  front 

Mr.  Bideaux  told  the  consultation  that 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministry 
"feels  it  has  a  mandate  to  push  mission 
to  the  forefront  in  the  life  of  our  church.” 

And  he  indicated  that  the  National  Di¬ 
vision  wants  to  push  the  rural  and  farm 
crisis  to  the  top  of  its  list. 

“If  you  scratch  most  Methodists,"  he 
said,  “you’ll  find  that  most  understand 
the  church  out  of  a  rural  background. 
The  United  Methodist  Church  has  to  talk 
about  the  farm  crisis.  It  has  to  be  at  the 
top  of  the  list.” 

The  farm  and  rural  crisis  “has  roots  in 
the  global  economic  upheaval,”  a  spokes¬ 
man  for  the  consultation  said.  “It  touch¬ 
es  all  of  our  lives.” 
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SANGER,  Calif.— The  rugged  cross  at  the  chancel  of  Sanger  United 
Methodist  Church  is  made  from  the  trunk  of  the  church’s  Christmas  tree — 
but  the  flowers  are  fresh  cut  from  members’  yards  and  gardens.  The  as¬ 
semblage  of  flowers  into  a  wreath  on  Palm  Sunday  has  become  a  tradition 
at  the  central  California  church. 

Christmas-tree  6 cross 9  adds 
to  Palm  Sunday  greenery 


By  JULIANNE  McACHRAN 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M. — A  commit¬ 
tee  of  New  Mexico  United  Methodists— 
most  of  whom  are  scientists — has  pre¬ 
pared  a  study  document  and  videotape 
for  use  with  the  bishops’  pastoral  letter 
“In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nuclear 
Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace.” 

;  The  supplemental  resources  are  being 
used  across  the  Northwest  Texas-New 
Mexico  Area,  presided  over  by  Bishop 
Louis  W.  Schowengerdt.  He  publicly  dis¬ 
agreed  with  some  conclusions  in  the  pas¬ 
toral  letter  when  it  was  released  in  the 
spring  of  1986. 

“The  supplemental  materials  provide 
balance,”  the  bishop  said.  "Churches  that 
study  the  document  will  have  material 
available  for  examining  all  sides  of  this 
major  issue  facing  civilization.” 

While  he  called  the  document  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  a  “com¬ 
mendable  and  timely”  study,  Bishop 
Schowengerdt  said,  “I  certainly  agree 
with  much  of  it,  but  I  have  major  con¬ 
cerns  about  certain  aspects  of  the  docu¬ 
ment,  particularly  in  the  area  of 
deterrence.” 

The  pastoral  letter  said  the  bishops 
“conclude(d)  that  nuclear  deterrence  is  a 
position  which  cannot  receive  the 


church’s  blessing." 

Bishop  Schowengerdt  pointed  out  what 
he  considers  a  bias  against  the  United 
States.  “The  report  contains  37  negative 
phrases  about  the  United  States  and  only 
12  about  the  U.S.S.R.  This  should  be 
brought  into  balance.” 

At  Bishop  Schowengerdt’s  request,  a 
Nuclear  Crisis  Study  Committee  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  the  New  Mexico  Conference 
last  spring  and  was  endorsed  by  the  1986 
session  of  the  conference. 

Committee  members  were  appointed 
by  the  bishop  in  consultation  with  the 
New  Mexico  conference’s  committee  on 
church  and  society. 

The  committee  was  instructed  to  re¬ 
view  the  Council  of  Bishops’  pastoral  let¬ 
ter,  to  prepare  any  additional  materials 
needed  and  plan  and  implement  a  pro¬ 
gram  for  study. 

Paul  White,  associate  director  of  the 
Center  for  National  Security  Studies  at 
Los  Alamos  National  Laboratories,  was 
committee  chairperson. 

Upon  completion  of  its  study  in  late 
1986,  the  committee  conducted  five  re¬ 
gional  training  events  to  present  supple¬ 
mental  materials  and  to  encourage 
churches  to  study  the  issues. 

The  first  500  copies  of  the  New  Mexico 
conference  study  quickly  sold  out,  and  a 


second  printing  was  necessary. 

“The  conference  study  is  not  intended 
to  challenge  or  replace  the  documents 
prepared  by  the  Council  of  Bishops,”  said 
Dr.  White.  “Instead,  it  stands  as  a  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  invitation  of  the  bishops 
that  all  should  earnestly  and  faithfully 
study  the  issues  of  nuclear  weapons  and 
form  their  own  conclusions.  We  have, 
and  we  applaud  the  bishops  for  their 
courage  and  initiative  in  raising  these  is¬ 
sues  to  the  attention  of  all.” 

The  supplemental  material  empha¬ 
sizes  that  a  nuclear  exchange  must  be 
avoided.  Committee  members  acknowl¬ 
edge,  however,  that  their  conclusions  dif¬ 
fer  in  some  respects  from  those  reached 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

And,  in  some  instances,  committee 
members  disagree  with  one  another. 

United  Methodists  in  New  Mexico  are 
keenly  interested  in  the  subject  of  the 
bishops’  pastoral  letter  because  of  the 
large  number  of  governmental  agencies 
and  installations  in  the  state.  Military  in¬ 
stallations  include  Cannon  Air  Force 
Base,  Clovis;  Kirtland  Air  Force  Base, 
Albuquerque;  Holloman  Air  Force  Base 
and  White  Sands  Missile  Range,  Alamo¬ 
gordo,  and  Fort  Wingate. 

Ms.  M cAchran  is  news  editor  of  the 
New  Mexico  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

No  expenses  paid, 
bishops  still  schedule 
nuclear  protests 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

ARLINGTON,  Va. — At  least  seven  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  bishops  have  indicated  they 
expect  to  join  a  group  April  17  at  a  nucle¬ 
ar  test  site  to  protest  weapons  testing. 

But  expenses  for  the  trip  to  the  site  65 
miles  northwest  of  Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  will 
not  be  covered  by  the  denomination’s 
Council  of  Bishops. 

The  council  turned  down  a  committee 
recommendation  March  24  that  the  coun¬ 
cil  pay  travel  expenses  for  up  to  10  bish¬ 
ops  to  gather  at  the  test  site  "for  prayer, 
vigil  and  for  some  civil  disobedience.” 

Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen  (Northern  Eu¬ 
rope)  objected  to  the  proposal  during  the 
council’s  March  22-27  meeting.  He  said 
the  action  would  set  a  precedent  that 
might  result  in  a  number  of  bishops  re¬ 
questing  financial  assistance  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  acts  of  civil  disobedience. 

“The  way  I  understand  civil  disobedi¬ 
ence,”  Bishop  Borgen  said,  “is  that  it  is 
an  individual  act  of  conscience.” 

He  said  he  was  not  opposed  to  protesting 
nuclear  weapons  testing  but  did  not  agree 
that  the  Council  of  Bishops  should  bear  the 
expense  of  members  who  took  part. 

Salaries  and  expenses  of  individual 
bishops  as  well  as  expenses  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  are  paid  from  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Fund,  one  of  eight  funds  apportioned 
to  annual  conferences  and  local 
churches.  The  Episcopal  Fund  apportion¬ 
ment  for  1987  is  $7.2  million. 

-GLEN  LARUM 


By  WILMA  SEATH  WEBER 

SANGER,  Calif.— Early  each  Palm 
Sunday  morning,  members  of  Sanger 
United  Methodist  Church  clip  flowers  or 
stems  of  greenery  from  their  yards  and 
gardens  and  take  them  to  church. 

The  colorful  blooms  are  assembled 
into  a  wreath  during  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service.  In  a  grand  finale,  the  floral 
wreath  is  hung  around  the  cross  at  the 
front  of  the  church. 

The  unusual  service,  which  will  have 
its  fifth  consecutive  annual  observance 
April  12,  begins  on  the  church  lawn 
where  members  line  up  for  a  procession¬ 
al  to  the  chancel.  There  they  drop  the 
flowers  and  greenery  into  large  baskets. 

During  the  service,  two  laywomen  ar¬ 
range  the  flowers  and  greenery  into  a 
large  wreath  measuring  more  than  two 


feet  in  diameter 

The  makeup  of  each  year’s  wreath  de¬ 
pends  on  the  time  of  year  Palm  Sunday 
falls  and  what  flowers  are  in  bloom.  One 
year,  there  was  only  a  single  rose;  in  oth¬ 
er  years,  roses  have  been  the  primary 
flower. 

After  the  sermon,  another  procession¬ 
al  begins  and  a  church  member  carries 
the  wreath  down  the  center  aisle  to  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  George  E.  Weber.  He 
places  the  wreath  on  a  large  rough  wood 
cross,  made  from  the  trunk  of  the  Christ¬ 
mas  tree  used  the  previous  December. 

The  wreath  transforms  the  rugged 
cross  into  one  of  beauty,  the  symbol  of 
resurrection  and  eternal  life. 

Ms.  Weber  is  a  free-lance  writer  and 
member  of  Sanger  (Calif.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  11  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 

$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

AUSTRALIA  (plus  Fiji,  New  Zealand,  Honolulu) 
August  4-21  from  Philadelphia— under  $3,000  com¬ 
plete.  Congenial  group/ experienced  travel  host 
Some  vacancies.  Free  brochure:  Dr.  Cecil  Pot- 
tieger,  241  E.  3rd,  Media,  PA  19063  (215)  566-5987. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  in  a  1.300-member 

church  for  full-time  Director  of  Music  and  Youth. 
Salary  negotiable.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  626,  Carlsbad,  NM  88221,  Phone  (505)  885- 
3142. 

DIRECTOR  PROGRAMS/EDUCATION:  Growing 
1,300  membership.  Qualifications:  Master's  or 
Bachelor's  with  experience.  Salary  negotiable.  Re¬ 
sumes:  Heritage  UMC,  2680  Landmark  Dr.,  Clear¬ 
water,  FL  33519.  Rev.  Breuer. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  Worship  at  First 

Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a  m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

SINGLES  LEADERS.  Write  for  free  sample  of  our 
national,  monthly  newsletter,  Single  Adult  Minis¬ 
try  Information.  Institute  of  Singles  Dynamics, 
Box  11394,  Kansas  City,  MO  64112.  Also,  seminars, 
conferences,  church  consulting. 

COME  STAY  AT  OUR  PLACE  in  the  majestic  Col- 

orado  Rockies.  Camps-Retreats-Work  Camps- 
Family  Events.  Sam  Leonard.  Rocky  Mountain 
Associate  Council  Director.  A)  Templed  Hills 
Camp  and  Retreat  Center,  Box  38,  Woodland  Park, 
CO  80866,  (303)  687-9038.  Kevin  Witt:  Director.  B) 
Buckhom  Camp,  2120  West  County  Rd.  #41,  Bell- 
vue,  CO  80512,  303/484-2508.  Rich  Henderson:  Man¬ 
ager. 

ASSOCIATE  ORGANIST  NEEDED  for  2. 500- 
member  Midwest  church.  Four  manual  Casavant, 
large  music  program.  Reply  to:  UMR,  Box  No. 
660275,  Dept.  SI.  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275. 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR.  1,050-member 

church.  Looking  for  person  with  organizational 
skills,  preferably  Diaconal  or  working  toward  Di- 
aconal.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev.  Phil  Ware, 

1st  UMC.  Weatherford.  OK  73096,  (405)  772-5565. 

ASSISTANT  PASTOR/YOUTH  DIRECTOR  — 
Evangelical  church  with  membership  of  1,100 
seeking  individual  to  assist  pastor  and  direct  youth 
program.  Seminary  degree  preferred,  bachelors 
degree  and  appropriate  experience  required.  Send 
resume  to  Frank  Wood,  Lake  Shore  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  2246  Blanding  Boulevard, 
Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  with 
emphasis  on  children's  ministry  needed  for  1. 800- 
member  UMC.  Job  description  available.  Send  in¬ 
quiry  or  resume  (include  photo  and  salary 
expectation)  to  Search  Committee.  FUMC,  BX 
3247,  Beaumont.  TX  77704. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $400  four 
weeks.  Clayton  Calhoun,  POB  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  !j 

OPENING  FOR  CAMP  MANAGER:  100-bed,  year- 

round  site  in  Northern  Illinois  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Send  resume  to:  David 
Kell,  321  Oak  St..  DeKalb,  IL  60115,  May  20  dead- 
line. 

WURLITZER  ORGAN  (Model  950A)  pecan  wood 

finish,  beautiful  condition.  5  years  old.  Cost  $10,000 
new.  Asking  $3,495.  Relocating.  Box  36273,  Dallas. 
TX  75235  (214)528-5655. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Work  with 

youth,  families  of  youth,  and  singles.  Maturity  and 
experience  required.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  121  Wisconsin  Avenue,  Waukesha,  WI 
53186.  Thomas  Raber,  414/542-4256. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel¬ 
ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool,  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
all  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

INTERDENOMINATIONAL,  INTERRACIAL,  so- 

cially-active  congregation  seeks  co-pastor/ urban 
minister.  Black  candidates  are  encouraged  to  ap- 
ply.  Contact:  Search  Committee,  Box  7138,  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  PA  15213.  Send  resume/request  for  job 
description. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  in  a  1,300-member 

church  for  full-time  Director  of  Education.  Salary 
negotiable.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  626,  Carlsbad,  NM  88221,  Phone  (505)  885-3142 

COMPUTER  CONSULTANT — working  with  dis- 

tricts  and  conferences  on  computer  planning, 
standards,  evaluations.  I  do  not  sell  hardware/ 
software,  but  recommend  based  on  your  require¬ 
ments.  Jim  Sharp,  P.O.  Box  520,  Manhattan.  KS 
66502,  (913)  539-5837. 

SOVIET  UNION  PEOPLE  welcome  American 
friends  as  citizen  diplomats;  enjoy  your  personal 
experience,  tour  with  Bill  Matthews,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  SMU,  Dallas.  TX  75275;  phone 
(214)692-2251. 

‘Balances’  bishops’  pastoral  letter 

Nuclear  study  option  offered 


Anti- c  gay’ 
rule  blocks 
meeting  aid 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— A  United  Methodist 
rule  against  any  of  its  churchwide  agen¬ 
cies’  using  money  “to  promote  the  accep¬ 
tance  of  homosexuality”  was  invoked 
March  23  for  the  first  time  since  the  rule 
was  enacted  in  1976. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration,  the 
9.2-million  member  church’s  chief  fiscal 
agency,  barred  the  General  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women’s  mak¬ 
ing  a  $1,000  grant  to  a  national  meeting 
of  “reconciling  congregations”  March 
27-29  in  Chicago. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  the  council’s 
general  secretary,  said  the  action  was  tak¬ 
en  during  a  conference  call  of  the  fiscal 
agency’s  11-member  executive  committee. 
He  said  the  vote  to  bar  was  not  unanimous. 

"Reconciling  congregations”  are  local 
churches  that  have  publicly  declared  that 
their  ministry  is  open  to  all  persons,  in¬ 
cluding  lesbians  and  gay  men,  according 
to  Mark  Bowman  of  Washington.  Mr. 
Bowman  is  coordinator  of  the  reconciling 
congregations  program,  started  in  1984. 

The  program  is  closely  related  to  Af¬ 
firmation,  a  group  of  United  Methodists 
concerned  with  gay  and  lesbian  issues. 

Neither  the  program  nor  Affirmation 
is  linked  officially  to  the  denomination. 

The  meeting  in  Chicago  was  the  first 
of  its  kind  held  in  United  Methodism.  A 
news  release  issued  by  Affirmation  fol¬ 
lowing  the  meeting  said  representatives 
of  22  “reconciling  congregations”  attend¬ 
ed,  plus  representatives  from  several 
denominational  and  annual  conference 
boards  and  commissions. 

Dr.  Droke  said  church  law  poses  no 
problem  to  congregations’  entering  the 
"reconciling  congregations’’  program 
nor  to  churchwide  boards’  sending  ob¬ 
servers  to  the  meeting. 

“The  United  Methodist  Social  Principles 
call  on  us  to  be  reconcilers,  and  being  a 
reconciling  congregation  is  not  advocating 
gay  and  lesbian  causes,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Droke  said  his  agency’s  vote  bar¬ 
ring  the  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women’s  sending  the  $1,000  was 
sparked  by  a  scheduled  workshop  at  the 
meeting  on  the  theme  of  “rituals  for  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  lives."  Members  of  the  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  executive 
committee  "felt  the  ritual  part  of  the 
workshop  violated  The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline,”  he  added. 

Affirmation  co-spokespersons  Morris 
Floyd  and  Mary  Gaddis  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  following  the  Chicago  meeting  say¬ 
ing  that  Dr.  Droke’s  statement  about  the 
need  for  reconciliation  “sounds  like  an  ar¬ 
gument  in  favor  of  permitting  the  grant. 

“This  kind  of  contradictory  reasoning 
illustrates  perfectly  the  dilemma  [the 
funding  ban]  creates  for  the  church.  It 
severely  limits  our  church’s  ability  to 
share  resources,  to  learn,  and  to  be  in 
ministry  with  all  of  its  people,"  the  Af¬ 
firmation  statement  continued. 
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Bishops’  committee  urges 


UMR  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DEBRA  ENNACO 


DALLAS — Bishop  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt,  chairman  of  the  special  bish¬ 
ops’  committee  investigating  the  SMU  governance  scandal,  speaks  for  the 
committee  while  answering  news  conference  questions  following  a  two-day, 
18-hour  meeting  by  the  committee.  He  said  the  committee  hopes  to  com¬ 
plete  its  work  by  mid-summer. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Keep  lawsuits  out  of  the  in¬ 
vestigation  into  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity’s  “play  for  pay”  crisis. 

That’s  the  firm  recommendation  of  a 
committee  of  five  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  investigating  what  role  members  of 
SMU’s  former  Board  of  Governors 
played  in  the  crisis. 

The  bishops  are  urging  the  SMU  Board 
of  Trustees  not  to  permit  any  lawsuits  to 
be  filed  on  the  university’s  behalf  against 
parties  alleged  to  have  damaged  the 
school’s  reputation  and  program. 

The  bishops  were  concerned  that 
threats  of  lawsuits  might  stifle  testimo¬ 
ny  from  persons  involved  in  the  scandal, 
said  Bishop  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt 
(Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico  Area) 
during  a  news  conference. 

“Our  desire  as  a  committee  of  church 
leaders  is  not  to  seek  retribution  but  to 
seek  truth,”  he  said. 

Inconsistent  with  SMU  image 

“Filing  lawsuits  would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  image  we  believe  Southern 
Methodist  University  needs  to  project  as 
an  institution  related  to  the  church.” 

Bishop  Schowengerdt,  chairman  and 
spokesman  for  the  bishops’  committee, 
made  it  clear  that  the  committee  was 
simply  asking  the  Board  of  Trustees  to 
consider  its  requests,  adding,  “We  do  not 
want  to  become  another  small  group 
running  the  university. 

"We  think  it  is  in  the  best  interests  of 
SMU  not  to  take  legal  action.  We  hope 
the  trustees  will  agree.” 

In  mid-March  SMU’s  now-disbanded 
Board  of  Governors  named  a  committee 
headed  by  attorney  Thomas  W.  Luce  III 
to  decide  whether  the  university  should 
sue  Gov.  William  P.  Clements  or  anyone 
else  responsible  for  the  continuation  of 


no  lawsuits  in  SMU  probe 


improper  payments  to  student  athletes. 

Gov.  Clements  revealed  on  March  3 
that  he  and  some  other  members  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  — whom  he  has 
steadfastly  refused  to  identify— had 
agreed  to  keep  making  the  illicit  pay¬ 
ments  to  several  SMU  football  players  in 
violation  of  National  Collegiate  Athletic 
Association  rules. 

Waiting  for  bishops  to  act 

Mr.  Luce,  a  Dallas  lawyer,  said  at  the 
time  his  group  was  formed  that  it  planned 
to  use  the  report  of  the  bishops’  committee 
to  determine  if  SMU  had  a  cause  of  action 
to  file  against  anyone.  That  declaration 
created  concern  on  the  part  of  the  bishops, 
Bishop  Schowengerdt  said. 

"Two  or  three”  people  contacted  by  an 
Austin-based  legal  firm  representing  the 
bishops’  committee  had  declined  to  talk 
about  the  matter,  possibly  because  of  the 
threatened  lawsuits,  Bishop  Schowen¬ 
gerdt  said. 

The  bishop  emphasized,  however,  that 
no  one  has  refused  an  actual  request 
from  the  bishops’  committee  per  se. 

He  added  that  the  bishops’  committee 
would  consider  “the  possibility  of  offer¬ 
ing  immunity”  if  the  Board  of  Trustees 
refused  its  request  not  to  pursue  or  to 
permit  any  legal  action. 

Bishop  Schowengerdt  indicated  that 
the  bishops’  committee  intends  to  inter¬ 
view  Gov.  Clements,  who  has  promised 
to  “cooperate  fully”  with  that  investigat¬ 
ing  body. 

The  bishops’  committee  had  met  for  14 
hours  April  2  and  another  four  hours 
April  3,  undergoing  an  extensive  briefing 
from  its  legal  counsel  regarding  deposi¬ 
tions  taken  from  members  of  the  former 
Board  of  Governors  at  SMU.  The  com¬ 
mittee  also  conducted  interviews  with 
several  key  figures  in  the  scandal. 

The  investigation  has  already  uncov¬ 


ered  information  which  has  not  yet  been 
reported,  indicated  bishops’  committee 
press  liaison  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dun- 
nam  III. 

“I  think  it’s  fair  to  say,”  Dr.  Dunnam 
said,  “the  committee  has  received  many, 
many  more  facts— much  more  informa¬ 
tion— than  has  been  detailed  in  the 
press.” 

He  reminded  the  media  representa¬ 
tives  that  the  scandal  has  been  identified 
as  more  than  just  an  athletic  problem 
but  as  "a  very  substantial"  problem  in 
the  university’s  governing  structure  re¬ 
sulting  from  ‘‘an  unidentified  small 
group”  usurping  power  and  scorning  the 
university’s  due  process. 

Bishop  Schowengerdt  indicated  that 
the  committee’s  timeline  to  complete  its 
work  was  being  pushed  toward  mid-sum¬ 
mer. 

“Much  as  we  might  like  to  complete 
our  work  quickly,”  he  said,  "it  has  be¬ 
come  apparent  that  we  are  still  in  the 
early  stages  of  our  investigation.” 

“We  will  not  release  our  findings  in 
piecemeal  fashion,”  Bishop  Schowen¬ 
gerdt  said.  “If  our  report  is  to  have  in¬ 
tegrity,  our  various  specific  findings 
need  to  be  presented  in  relation  to  each 
other  and  after  we  have  had  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  gather  all  available  information.” 

The  report  will  be  first  released  to  the 
SMU  Board  of  Trustees  and  then  made 
public. 

All  information  sought 

“We  encourage  all  who  have  informa¬ 
tion  about  past  improprieties  in  the  ath¬ 
letic  program  by  SMU’s  leaders  to  share 
that  information  with  the  bishops’  com¬ 
mittee,”  Bishop  Schowengerdt  said. 

In  addition,  the  bishops  called  it  vital 
that  a  new  governance  structure  “be  put 
in  place  immediately”  so  SMU  could  hire 
a  new  president  and  re-emerge  from  its 


present  crisis.  The  school  is  operating 
with  an  interim  president,  provost  and 
athletic  director  and  without  a  head  foot¬ 
ball  coach. 

The  21-member  Board  of  Governors 
was  replaced  March  20  by  a  12-member 
interim  executive  committee.  This  fol¬ 
lowed  an  initial  report  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  from  a  governance  committee 
appointed  in  January. 

That  report,  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
Leighton  Farrell  of  Highland  Park  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  governance 
committee  chairman,  recommended  that 
the  university  ultimately  be  placed  un¬ 
der  the  control  of  a  smaller,  more  di¬ 
verse  group  with  a  larger  oversight 
committee  set  up  to  ensure  that  SMU  by¬ 
laws  were  followed. 

The  proposal  also  provides  for  a  stron¬ 
ger  role  for  the  university’s  president  in 
conducting  day-to-day  operations. 

In  February  the  NCAA  suspended 
SMU  football  for  1987,  limited  the  1988 
season  to  seven  “away”  games  and  add¬ 
ed  other  scholarship  restrictions  to  the 
penalties  imposed  for  continuing  im¬ 
proper  payments  to  football  players 
while  the  school  was  on  a  three-year  pro¬ 
bation  for  the  same  offense. 

William  B.  Stallcup,  SMU’s  interim 
president,  indicated  last  week  that  he  is 
considering  suspending  the  1988  season. 
Dr.  Stallcup  said  he  is  awaiting  a  report 
from  interim  athletic  director  Dudley 
Parker,  who  is  surveying  SMU’s  football 
players  to  see  how  many  intend  to  re¬ 
main  at  the  school.  One  report  indicates 
that  only  seven  who  would  be  eligible  in 
1988  are  thinking  of  staying  at  the  Dallas 
university. 

Bishop  Schowengerdt  also  told  the 
press  that  the  bishops’  committee  had  re¬ 
ceived  allegations  about  sexual  favors  be¬ 
ing  provided  for  football  recruits  and  said 
the  allegations  are  being  investigated. 


Pastor  hit  In  funding  crisis: 
one  meal  daily 9  no  salary 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  story, 
one  in  a  series,  tells  of  the  human  side  of 
the  global  economic  crisis  affecting 
United  Methodist  partner  churches. 

By  CHARLES  LERRIGO 
The  Rev.  John  Blackie  is  one  of  Libe¬ 
ria’s  outstanding  village  pastors.  With 
his  family,  he  lives  in  a  small  house 
about  200  miles  from  the  capital.  His 
congregation  is  growing.  He  and  his  wife 
have  a  small  garden  for  food.  His  United 
Methodist  bishop,  Arthur  Kulah,  speaks 
and  thinks  highly  of  him. 

The  Rev.  John  Blackie  is  surviving  on 
one  meal  a  day.  He  is  receiving  no  salary. 

The  main  reason  John  Blackie  re¬ 
ceives  no  salary  and  is  getting  only  one 
meal  a  day  is  a  worldwide  economic  cri¬ 
sis  which  is  pushing  colleague  churches 
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RAJAGOPAL  of  India  is  12  years 
old  and  needs  someone  to  help  him. 
His  mother  is  deceased  and  his  fa¬ 
ther  is  living  in  poverty. 

You  could  sponsor  him  or  another 
child  in  one  of  70  Christian  orphan¬ 
ages  in  11  countries.  The  sponsor¬ 
ship  fee  is  small,  only  $13  a  month. 
The  blessings  provided  for  the  child 
are  numerous:  food,  clothing,  shelter 
and  an  education.  The  children  are 
taught  of  God's  love  for  them,  so 
they  grow  spiritually  as  well  as  physi¬ 
cally. 

You  will  receive  full  information 
on  the  child  including  photo,  name 
and  address,  plus  information  on  our 
work  with  children.  WORLD'S  CHIL¬ 
DREN,  INC.  is  U.S.  government  ap¬ 
proved  and  donations  are 
tax-deductible.  WCI  sent  88%  of  all 
funds  received  on  to  the  children  in 
1986. 

Children  are  available  for  sponsor¬ 
ship  in  Puerto  Rico,  India,  the  Philip¬ 
pines  and  Korea.  Please  write  today. 
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World's  Children.  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Bo*  2979 
Winter  Haven.  FL  33830 


to  the  brink.  John  Blackie’s  individual 
reality  is  one  reason  behind  the  Bishops’ 
Appeal  for  Partner  Churches  in  Crisis. 

Some  money  from  the  $9  million  ap¬ 
peal,  to  be  taken  this  Lent  or  at  “some 
other  appropriate  time,  will  provide  sal¬ 
ary  support  for  pastors. 

Pastors  are  not  the  only  ones  suffering 
from  the  international  economic  crisis. 
“Some  of  our  teachers  have  gone  three  to 
four  months  without  pay,”  reports  Bish¬ 
op  Kulah.  "We  are  six  months  behind  in 
hospital  expenses. 

Pastors  continue  to  preach,  even  with¬ 
out  pay,  “because  they  have  a  high  com¬ 
mitment.”  They  will  get  by  on  rice, 
cassava,  peanuts,  or  whatever  else  the 
congregations  can  contribute,  the  bishop 
said. 

Contributions  United  Methodists  make 
to  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Partner 
Churches  in  Crisis  will  not  go  only  to 
hardpressed  pastors.  They  will  also  con¬ 
tinue  to  assure  that  the  church  is  there  to 
be  “a  bridge  for  people  seeking  deliver¬ 
ance  from  the  storms  and  floods  of  life,” 
said  Dr.  Peggy  Billings,  chief  World  Di¬ 
vision  executive  for  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Gifts  to  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Part¬ 
ner  Churches  in  Crisis  should  be  submit¬ 
ted  through  the  annual  conference 
treasurer  for  forwarding  to  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 
Checks  should  be  designated  for  Partner 
Churches  in  Crisis  #010068-0. 

Charles  Lerrigo  is  a  staff  writer 
with  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 


Pensions  board  6 puts  show  on  the  road’  to  explain 
investment  policy  in  South  Africa  9  listen  to  critics 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

The  UM  General  Board  of  Pensions 
can  more  effectively  fight  South  African 
apartheid  as  a  shareholder  in  firms  do¬ 
ing  business  there  than  as  a  protester 
with  no  vested  interest. 

Representatives  of  the  pension  agency 
took  that  message  on  the  road  last  week 
in  the  first  two  of  10  meetings  around  the 
country  during  April  and  May. 

The  daylong  sessions  in  each  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  five  regional  jurisdictions 
are  intended  to  foster  a  dialogue  be¬ 
tween  managers  of  the  $2.5-billion  minis¬ 
terial  pension  fund  and  church  members, 
said  the  Rev.  James  F.  Parker,  the 
board’s  new  chief  executive. 

Many  didn’t  understand 

“From  what  we  heard  around  the 
church,  we  knew  a  lot  of  people  didn’t 
understand  what  we  were  doing,”  Mr. 
Parker  said.  “We’re  making  an  effort 
this  year  to  do  more  communicating.” 

Each  meeting  includes  explanations  of 
the  board  investment  policy  and  discus¬ 
sions  of  “tools”  individuals  and  institu¬ 
tions  can  use  to  combat  South  Africa’s 
enforced  racial  segregation. 

Audience  members  can  criticize  or 
praise  the  board’s  policy,  question  pen¬ 
sions  officials  and  offer  alternative 
courses  of  action. 

Board  members  are  to  consider  feed¬ 
back  from  the  meetings  in  July  as  they 
plan  future  investment  actions. 


From  the  first  two  sessions— Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  April  2  and  Dallas  April  3— 
Mr.  Parker  said  he  heard  “fairly  wide 
support”  for  the  board’s  policy  of  trying 
to  influence  companies  in  which  it  owns 
stock  to  work  against  apartheid. 

“I’ve  not  heard  any  strong  call  for  us  to 
sell  all  our  stock  [in  firms  with  South  Afri¬ 
can  interests],”  he  said.  "But  I  have  heard 
a  call  for  us  to  take  a  more  active  role 
seeking  withdrawal  or  disinvestment.” 

Stocks  in  firms  with  South  African  op¬ 
erations  account  for  only  12  percent  of 
the  board’s  investment  portfolio,  said  F. 
Gale  Whitson-Schmidt,  the  agency’s 
chief  financial  officer.  Those  firms  have 
less  than  1  percent  of  their  assets,  valued 
around  $3.2  million,  in  South  Africa. 

The  pension  board’s  sale  of  its  stock  in 
those  companies  wouldn’t  affect  any  cor- 
poration’s  earnings,  Mrs.  Whitson- 
Schmidt  noted.  It  would,  however, 
eliminate  the  board’s  ownership  right  to 
influence  corporate  policy. 

That  ownership  right  is  the  board’s 
only  tool  to  work  against  apartheid,  sev¬ 
eral  officials  said. 

The  pension  agency,  largest  among  de¬ 
nominational  retirement  funds,  invests 
only  in  companies  that  follow  the  “Sulli¬ 
van  Principles,”  board  officials  said. 

Those  principles,  named  for  a  Baptist 
minister  in  Philadephia,  encourage  U.S. 
firms  doing  business  in  South  Africa  to 
abolish  racial  discrimination  in  the 
workplace.  The  principles  further  sug¬ 
gest  ways  companies  can  improve  the 
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Poll:  half  of  viewers 
put  down  TV  preachers 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— Half  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  regularly  watch  evangelistic 
television  programs  have  an  unfavorable 
opinion  of  most  video  preachers,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  New  York  Times /CBS  News  Poll 
of  1,394  people. 

Survey  results  published  in  the  March 
31  “Times”  found  that  505  of  the  people 
questioned  said  they  watched  at  least 
one  of  the  seven  television  preachers 
cited— Jim  Bakker,  Jerry  Falwell,  Rex 
Humbard,  Oral  Roberts,  Pat  Robertson, 
Robert  Schuller  and  Jimmy  Swaggart. 

The  survey  conducted  by  telephone 
March  28  and  29  was  designed  to  test 
opinions  on  matters  involving  the  scan¬ 
dal  that  erupted  when  Mr.  Bakker  an¬ 
nounced  March  19  that  he  was  resigning 
from  the  leadership  of  the  PTL  Network 
because  he  was  being  blackmailed  over  a 
sexual  incident  that  took  place  in  1980. 

Of  the  people  who  watch  the  pro¬ 
grams,  three-fourths  said  most  ministers 
who  appear  on  them  are  too  concerned 
with  raising  money.  Seventy-three  per¬ 
cent  said  they  expect  more  accusations 
against  other  video  ministers  to  arise. 

Court  refuses  to  hear  appeal 
of  convicted  minister 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— The  New  York 
State  Court  of  Appeals  refused  March  26 
to  hear  the  appeal  of  the  Rev.  Nathaniel 
T.  Grady,  United  Methodist  minister  con¬ 
victed  of  sexually  assaulting  five  chil¬ 
dren  in  a  Bronx  day-care  center  in  a 
church  where  Mr.  Grady  was  pastor. 

Mr.  Grady’s  lawyer,  Michael  H.  Suss- 
man,  had  submitted  a  brief  to  Judge  Ju¬ 
dith  Kaye  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and 
requested  a  chance  to  present  oral  argu¬ 
ments.  That  opportunity  was  denied. 

Mr.  Sussman’s  brief  objected  to  sworn 
testimony,  18  months  after  the  alleged 
abuse  took  place,  from  5-year-old  chil¬ 
dren  he  maintains  are  too  young  to  ap¬ 
preciate  the  meaning  of  an  oath. 


Mr.  Grady,  on  leave  of  absence  from 
his  church  post,  is  serving  a  15-45  year 
prison  term  at  the  Clinton  Correctional 
Facility  at  Dannemora,  N.Y. 

‘Catch  the  Spirit’  programs 
on  AIDS  praised,  panned 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— The  two  United 
Methodist  “Catch  the  Spirit”  cable  TV 
programs  on  acquired  immune  deficien¬ 
cy  syndrome  have  brought  more  than  250 
requests  for  information,  including  or¬ 
ders  for  copies  of  the  U.S.  surgeon  gener¬ 
al’s  report  for  900  Air  Force  chaplains, 
and  for  materials  for  use  by  teachers 
and  pastors  in  their  work. 

At  the  same  time,  the  programs, 
broadcast  the  weekends  of  Feb.  21  and 
28,  brought  a  blast  from  Affirmation,  un¬ 
official  caucus  of  United  Methodists  for 
lesbian  and  gay  concerns. 

A  Feb.  27  Affirmation  news  release 
called  the  AIDS  programs  “a  nearly 
complete  distortion  of  reality,”  and  said 
they  featured  no  gay  or  bisexual  men, 
with  or  without  AIDS. 

Women’s  and  ethnic  history 
project  director  named 

MADISON,  N.J.  (UMNS)— Susan  M. 
Eltscher  of  Rochester,  N.Y.,  has  been 
named  director  of  women’s  and  ethnic 
history  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History. 

Presently  director  of  the  library  for 
the  American  Baptist  Historical  Society, 
Ms.  Eltscher,  a  United  Methodist,  has 
had  extensive  experience  in  archival 
work  and  preparation  of  exhibits,  as  well 
as  editing,  writing  and  speaking  in  the 
field  of  preserving  church  records,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr., 
Archives  and  History  general  secretary. 

Black  church  leaders  call 
for  Morristown  College  action 

BOSTON  (UMNS)— Six  hundred  black 


quality  of  life  for  their  employees. 

In  1978  the  pension  board  voted  to 
make  no  further  investments  in  compa¬ 
nies  that  did  not  adopt  and  implement 
the  Sullivan  Principles,  said  the  Rev.  Al¬ 
len  M.  Mayes,  a  board  executive. 

The  pension  board  decided  in  1985  to 
sell  its  stock  in  any  firm  that  had  not  im¬ 
plemented  the  Sullivan  guidelines  within 
24  months,  he  said.  That  deadline  comes 
in  July. 

For  the  past  nine  years  the  agency  has 
also  supported  any  resolution  proposed 
by  shareholders  calling  for  firms  in 
which  it  owns  stock  to  pull  out  of  South 
Africa,  Mr.  Mayes  said. 

Board  officials  acknowledged  that  the 
Rev.  Leon  Sullivan,  author  of  the  princi¬ 
pals,  said  he  would  call  for  U.S.  firms  to 
withdraw  from  South  Africa  after  May 
31  if  apartheid  isn’t  abolished  (see  relat¬ 
ed  story). 


Gloria  Kauls,  an  elected  board  mem¬ 
ber  from  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  said  the  agency 
would  deal  with  the  implications  of  that 
change  in  July. 

‘Only  thing  we  can  do’ 

“We  admit  that  asking  corporations  to 
follow  the  Sullivan  Principles  is  not  the 
greatest  thing  that  can  be  done,”  Mr. 
Mayes  said.  "But  it  is  the  only  thing  we 
feel  we  can  do.” 

Nearly  50  people  each  attended  the 
meetings  in  Kansas  City  and  Dallas.  The 
Dallas  session  attracted  participants 
from  at  least  10  annual  conferences. 

Other  gatherings  were  scheduled  this 
week  in  Denver,  Los  Angeles  and  Port¬ 
land,  Ore. 

Board  representatives  are  to  go  to 
Pittsburgh  April  22;  White  Plains,  N.Y., 
April  23;  Chicago  May  5;  Atlanta  May  12; 
and  Charlotte,  N.C.  May  14. 


Sullivan  Principles  author  insists 
they’re  still  working  in  South  Africa 


United  Methodist  Church  leaders  have 
called  for  reinstatement  of  Morristown 
(Tenn.)  College  as  a  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  institution. 

The  annual  meeting  of  Black  Method¬ 
ists  for  Church  Renewal  March  21  also 
suggested  changes  in  church  law  con¬ 
cerning  the  University  Senate.  The  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  is  the  church  agency  that 
reviews,  evaluates  and  decides  which 
schools  should  be  listed  as  United  Meth¬ 
odist  institutions. 

Falling  enrollment  was  among  factors 
which  caused  the  school  to  be  dropped 
from  the  list  of  127  schools,  colleges  and 
universities  related  to  United  Method¬ 
ism.  The  decision  to  drop  the  school  was 
made  by  the  University  Senate  in  August 
1986. 


UM  chaplain  from  Louisiana 
promoted  to  brigadier  general 

NEW  ORLEANS— The  chief  pastor  at 
a  UM-related  hospital  in  New  Orleans 
has  become  the  first  chaplain  to  attain 
brigadier-general  rank  in  the  U.S.  Army 
National  Guard. 

The  Rev.  Paul  G.  Durbin,  director  of 
pastoral  care  at  Pendelton  Methodist 
Hospital  and  Methodist  Health  System 
Foundation,  serves  as  chief  of  National 
Guard  chaplains. 

In  that  part-time  military  job,  the  one- 
star  general  advises  the  U.S.  Army  chief 
of  chaplains  on  matters  relating  to  chap¬ 
lains  in  the  National  Guard. 

Mr.  Durbin  is  a  ministerial  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Correction 

A  story  in  UMR  March  6  about  break- 
ins  at  UM  churches  identified  with  the 
sanctuary  movement  gave  both  a  wrong 
name  and  title  to  Carol  Larson  at  Whea- 
don  UMC  in  Evanston,  Ill.  She  holds  the 
title  of  lay  associate  pastor  at  the  church 
and  is  not,  as  printed,  the  wife  of  an  as¬ 
sistant  pastor  there. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  Rev.  Leon  H.  Sullivan  said  two 
years  ago  he  would  begin  to  call  for  U.S. 
companies  to  start  leaving  South  Africa 
after  May  31,  1987,  if  apartheid  is  not 
abandoned  there  by  that  date. 

Mr.  Sullivan,  author  of  the  10-year-old 
principles  for  business  operations  in 
South  Africa,  says  the  deadline  does  not 
mean  he  has  abandoned  those  principles. 

“Any  suggestion  by  anyone  that  the 
Sullivan  Principles  have  been  ineffective 
or  that  I  have  disavowed  or  abandoned 
them  is  totally  inaccurate,”  Mr.  Sullivan 
said  in  a  March  5  letter  to  the  UM  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Pensions. 

The  contents  of  the  letters  are  being 
shared  with  participants  in  10  regional 
meeting  during  April  and  May  on  the 
pension  board’s  investment  policy  relat¬ 
ing  to  South  Africa. 

Mr.  Sullivan,  pastor  of  Zion  Baptist 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  said  the  guide¬ 
lines  he  first  proposed  in  1977  “have 
worked  fully  according  to  my  expecta¬ 
tions,  and  their  effects  on  bringing 
changes  in  South  African  society  have 


been  significant.” 

The  principles  call  for  desegregation 
in  the  South  African  workplace  and 
equal  pay  for  equal  work.  At  least  184 
U.S.  firms  doing  business  in  South  Africa 
have  adopted  them. 

“The  reason  I  set  a  deadline  as  of  May 
1985,  calling  for  the  ending  of  statutory 
apartheid  and  a  clear  commitment  for 
full  and  equal  political  rights  for  blacks 
within  24  months,  was  because  in  my 
view  South  Africa  will  be  reaching  a 
crossroads  this  year  that  will  either  lead 
do  an  unitary  free  South  Africa  or  a  na¬ 
tion  tom  in  bloody  revolution  and  bloody 
chaos,”  Mr.  Sullivan  said. 

In  the  meantime,  he  said,  he  will  be 
working  with  U.S.  corporations  to  pres¬ 
sure  the  South  African  government  to 
end  legalized  racial  segregation. 

"If  by  May  31  the  process  toward  fun¬ 
damental  change  has  not  actually  been 
sufficiently  initiated,  I  will  call  for  the 
withdrawal  of  all  American  companies 
and  for  a  total  United  States  embargo 
against  South  Africa,”  Mr.  Sullivan  said. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
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Used  by  Methodist  Churches  for 
•  Finances  •  Membership  •  Reports 

Complete  Software  System  $795. 
Hardware  Systems  Also  Offered  at 
Discounted  Church  Rates. 

Complete  Support  Program  Available,  Too. 

Call  1-800-533-5227 
(In  Ohio,  call  1-614-889-7540) 
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APRIL  17,  1987 


SPECIAL  BULLETIN 

This  is  to  inform  the  laity  and  clergy  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
that  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood  is  seriously  ill  in  the  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital  of  Houston,  Texas. 

Bishop  Underwood  has  requested  that  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of  the 
Houston  Area  give  episcopal  supervision  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
during  his  illness. 

All  of  us  join  in  offering  our  prayers  for  Bishop  Underwood  and  his 
family  during  these  days. 


£7 he  Bishop's 
Comer 


‘A  Marked  Man’ 


The  other  evening  I  attended  a  ban¬ 
quet  in  which  a  good  many  people 
participated.  About  midway  through 
the  program  a  man  was  introduced 
and  he  came  to  the  microphone  to 
perform  his  part  in  the  festivities. 

As  he  stood  there  my  attention  was 
diverted  from  his  words  to  the  left 
sleeve  of  his  suit  coat.  I  looked  again. 
I  put  on  my  spectacles  to  be  certain  I 
was  seeing  correctly. 

Sure  enough,  he  had  forgotten  to  re¬ 
move  the  label  from  his  coat  sleeve. 
That  little  tag  the  manufacturer  sews 
on  the  left  coat  sleeve  was  still  there 
in  all  of  its  glory  for  the  whole  world 
to  see. 

Obviously,  then,  the  man  was  wear¬ 
ing  a  brand  new  suit.  I  inspected  it 
more  closely.  It  was  a  beautiful  fabric, 
exquisitely  tailored  and  altered  per¬ 
fectly  to  his  measurements.  I  won¬ 
dered  if  anyone  else  noticed  but,  if 
they  did,  they  were  as  expressionless 
as  I.  My  anxiety  level  rose  considera¬ 
bly  as  I  prayed  that  the  man  would 
not  notice  it  until  he  had  at  least  re¬ 
turned  to  his  seat.  Apparently,  he  nev¬ 
er  knew  and  the  evening  ended 
without  further  ado. 

I  have  no  idea  what  he  said  or  what 
he  did  on  the  program.  If  he  had 
called  on  me  for  prayer  I  wouldn’t 
have  heard  him  so  intent  was  I  on  the 
coat  sleeve  tag. 

In  restrospect,  though,  I  can  see 
him  clearly.  I  had  never  seen  him  be¬ 
fore,  never  heard  of  him  and  ne*rer 
knew  his  name.  Now,  in  my  mind’s 
eye,  I  can  picture  him  perfectly,  I  can 
remember  his  name,  and  I  could  rec¬ 
ognize  that  suit  again  even  if  someone 
else  was  wearing  it.  A  simple  little 


thing  like  the  coat  sleeve  label  made 
him  one  of  my  most  unforgettable 
people. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  we 
Christians  ought  to  make  that  kind  of 
indelible  impression  on  the  people  we 
meet.  The  fact  that  we  are  followers 
of  Christ  ought  to  be  so  obvious  to  all 
that  they  can  never  forget  the  impres¬ 
sion  we  make  on  their  lives. 

I’m  not  suggesting  that  we  wear  a 
little  “I  am  a  Christian ”  tag  on  our 
coat  sleeves  but  that  we  so  radiate 
the  spirit  and  the  attitude  of  Christ 
that  people  will  know  that  we  are 
"marked”  men  and  women. 

I  think  it  was  Edgar  Guest  who 
said,  "I  would  rather  see  a  sermon 
than  hear  one.”  So  would  I,  and  every¬ 
one  of  us  ought  to  be  so  impressive 
that  no  one  can  forget  that  they  saw 
Him  in  us. 

I  have  developed  a  technique  to  re¬ 
mind  me  of  that  truth.  Every  time  I 
find  myself  with  an  unchristian  atti¬ 
tude  of  action  I  will  take  a  look  at  my 
left  coat  sleeve.  That  will  remind  me 
that  the  "tag”  has  slipped  off  and, 
hopefully,  it  will  help  me  to  incarnate 
again  the  mark  of  the  Man  whose 
follower  I  am  supposed  to  be. 

To  the  gentleman  with  the  tag  on 
his  coat  sleeve,  wherever  you  are,  my 
grateful  thanks  for  a  much  needed 
lesson. 

And  I  hope  you  never  remove  that 
tag. 

The  above  article  was  taken  from 
Bishop  Underwood's  book  Standing 
On  The  Corner. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Paul  G.  Durbin  recently  became  the 
first  chaplain  to  attain  the  rank  of  Briga¬ 
dier  General  in  the  Army  National 
Guard. 

Durbin  is  the  chief  National  Guard 
Chaplain  and  serves  as  an  advisor  to  the 
U.S.  Army  Chief  of  Chaplains.  He  is  cur¬ 
rently  Director  of  Pastoral  Care  at  Pen¬ 
dleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  and 
Methodist  Health  System  Foundation  in 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

“The  selection  of  Paul  as  the  first 
chaplain  to  be  promoted  to  such  a  posi¬ 
tion  is  a  great  affirmation  of  his  minis¬ 
try,”  said  James  Townsend,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Division  of  Chap¬ 
lains  and  Related  Ministries.  "It  is  also 
confirmation  of  the  careful  selection 
process  used  for  chaplaincy  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  As  a  senior  pastor 
for  all  faith  groups,  Paul  will  have  a 
strong  voice  in  the  shaping  of  National 
Guard  policies.” 

•  •  • 

Rev.  Penn  Morgan  will  be  preaching 
at  the  Huff  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  revival  on  May  3-6.  Special  mu¬ 
sic,  activities  and  refreshments  are  be¬ 
ing  planned.  Rev.  R.  Laney  Kuhn  is  the 
pastor. 

A  Food  and  Clothes  Closet  Team  has 
been  formed  recently  at  the  Bethany 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  The  team  has  the  responsibility  of 
collecting  food  and  clothing  for  the 
needy.  The  congregation’s  members 
have  been  most  supportive.  The  project 
is  one  of  the  task  forces  of  the  Work 
Area  on  Missions.  Mrs.  Margarette  B. 
Mark  is  the  chairperson  and  Rev.  Alonzo 
J.  Campbell  is  the  pastor. 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ham¬ 
mond  have  compiled  a  cookbook  entitled 
Mixed  Blessings  and  selling  them  for  $10 
each.  Proceeds  of  the  sale  will  go  to  the 
church’s  building  fund.  Rev.  DeWitt  Ginn 
is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

St.  James  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  recently  held  a  membership 
training  workshop.  The  theme  was 
"Black  Methodism:  A  Call  to  Grace.” 
These  sessions  dealt  with  the  history  of 
Black  Methodism  and  the  role  people  of 
color  have  played  in  the  development  of 
Black  Methodism.  The  class  was  taught 
by  the  pastor  Rev.  James  A.  Graham. 


The  Lake  Charles  District  Laity  Ban¬ 
quet  will  be  held  Thursday,  April  30  at 
Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Sulphur  at  6:30  p.m.  Cost  is  $4 
per  person  and  the  meal  will  be  prepared 
by  Faye  Thornton.  Guest  speaker  for  the 
occasion  will  be  Ed  Smith,  former  NASA 
space  official.  Tickets  are  available 
through  the  district  office  in  Lake 
Charles. 

*  #  • 

The  youth  from  Ebenezer  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Lake  Charles 
district  will  be  sponsoring  a  Bar-B-Que 
on  Saturday,  May  2,  from  11:00  a.m.-l:00 
p.m.  Tickets  are  $3.50  each.  Rev.  A.  Rich¬ 
ard  Poss  is  the  pastor. 


Death 

Rev.  Adam  Franklin,  retired  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  on  April  3, 1987. 


ABC-TV  Network  to  Broadcast 


FUMC,  Houston’s  Easter  Service 


First  United 
Methodist  Church 
of  Houston,  Texas 
will  have  their  Eas¬ 
ter  Sunday  worship 
service  broadcast 
live  on  the  ABC-TV 
network  on  Sunday, 
April  19,  at  8:00 
a.m.  CDT. 

Dr.  William  H. 
Hinson,  pastor  of 


this  12.000-member  church,  will  deliver 
the  sermon  "The  Stories  of  Luke  —  The 
Empty  Tomb.”  (Luke  24:1-12) 

Music  will  include  a  brass  ensemble 
accompanying  the  118  rank  Aeolian  Skin¬ 
ner  organ  and  full  choir. 

The  program  is  being  produced  by 
ABC-TV  network  in  cooperation  with 
Houston’s  KTRK-TV  and  will  be  aired  in 
time  alloted  to  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  in  Christ. 


Becoming  One  People 


History  of  Louisiana  Methodism  Being  Published 


Senior  Olympics  Looking  for 
Participants  and  Volunteers 


The  fourth  annual  Louisiana  Senior 
Olympic  Games  will  be  held  May  11-13, 
at  the  Louisiana  State  University  cam¬ 
pus  in  Baton  Rouge. 

This  year  is  expected  to  be  a  banner 
year  for  the  Games  in  terms  of  partici¬ 
pation.  It  is  expected  that  more  than 
1,300  persons  will  take  to  the  field  in 
over  20  events.  To  further  showcase  the 
excitement  of  this  event,  there  is,  for  the 
first  time,  a  National  Senior  Olympic 
Games.  The  individuals  who  are  eligible 
can  then  go  on  to  represent  Louisiana  in 
competition  against  other  participants 
from  more  than  30  other  states  at  the 
National  Senior  Olympics  in  St.  Louis. 

The  purpose  of  the  Games  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  sports  program  which  demon¬ 
strates  the  physical  fitness  of  Louisiana 
senior  citizens  and  encourages  all  older 
persons  to  improve  the  quality  of  their 


lives  by  being  physically  active. 

Qualifications  for  being  a  participant 
include  being  a  resident  of  Louisiana  55 
years  or  older.  The  age  groups  are  bro¬ 
ken  as  follows:  55-59,  60-64,  65-69,  70-74, 
75-79,  and  80  -I- . 

Some  of  the  sports  to  be  featured  are 
archery,  riflery,  tennis,  billiards  and  jog¬ 
ging.  There  will  also  be  aerobics  and  vol¬ 
leyball  demonstrations. 

The  registration  fee  for  participants  is 
$10  and  the  registration  deadline  is  May 
1.  No  late  entries  will  be  accepted. 

Interested  people  of  any  age  group  are 
encouraged  to  volunteer  to  assist  the 
Olympics.  To  receive  a  volunteer  appli¬ 
cation  or  to  obtain  more  information 
about  being  a  participant,  contact  the  Se¬ 
nior  Olympic  Games,  P.O.  Box  14748, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70898-4748  or  call  (504) 
925-1700. 


The  Adult  Bible  Class  of  the  Ellerbe  Road  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport, 
presented  to  the  Church  a  bronze  chalice  with  the  inscription  “In  honor  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Benedict  A.  Galloway.”  The  presentation  was  made  by  Mr.  Harvey  Nixon, 
president  and  teacher  of  the  class. 


Pictured  is  the  Louisiana  delegation  to  the  Christian  Educators  Fellowship  Con¬ 
ference  in  Glorietta,  N.M.  The  theme  for  the  week-long  series  of  workshops  was 
"No  Limits  to  Learning.” 


■Around  the  Conference 


On  behalf  of  the  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans,  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  superin¬ 
tendent,  received  well  over  1,000  diapers 
from  the  Lake  Charles  District  "Diaper 
Shower”  held  recently. 


Members  of  the  Ida  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ida  recently  honored  Mrs. 
Gypsy  Petty  on  the  occasion  of  her 
103rd  birthday. 


University  Linked  Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles  is  collecting  crosses  from 
members  of  the  congregation,  for  display  in  the  church  sanctuary  during  Lent.  Ev¬ 
ery  cross  has  a  different  story,  and  each  one  means  something  special  to  the  owner. 
The  Evangelism  Committee  wanted  the  congregation  to  think  about  the  cross  of  our 
Lord  and  what  the  cross  means  to  each  one  of  us. 


In  early  1983,  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  formed  a 
Task  Force  for  the  purpose  of  writing 

in 


_ 

connection  with  the 
J  Bicentennial  Cele- 

1  bration  of  our 

church.  A  commit- 
tee  clergy  and 
laity  was  selected 
y  and  Mrs.  Anne 

Hearn  was  elected  chairperson  of  this 

group.  With  the  departure  of  Mrs.  Hearn 
from  our  state,  Mrs.  Norma  Winegeart 
was  chosen  to  assume  this  responsibility. 

After  nearly  four  years  of  study,  re¬ 
search  and  writing,  the  book,  entitled 
Becoming  One  People  will  be  available 
for  purchase  at  this  session  of  the  Annual 


Conference.  The  book  is  authored  by  Dr. 
Walter  N.  Vernon,  a  member  of  the 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference  since 
1929.  He  was  the  unanimous  choice  of  the 
committee  for  the  task  of  writing  this 
comprehensive  history  of  Louisiana 
Methodism.  Dr.  Vernon  served  on  the 
General  Board  of  Education  for  many 
years  where  he  was  one  of  the  editors  of 
church  school  curriculum  resources.  He 
has  written  the  histories  of  four  different 
Annual  Conferences  and  in  1983  was  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
municators  Hall  of  Fame. 

The  500-page  volume  will  feature  fore¬ 
words  by  Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood 
and  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.  Dr.  Alton  O. 
Hancock,  a  member  of  the  Centenary 
College  faculty  and  chairperson  of  the 
Conference  Archives  History  Commis¬ 
sion  has  served  as  editor  of  this  book. 

The  book  deals  with  Methodism  in 
Louisiana  from  1799-1986  and  provides  a 
complete  history  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  the  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Church  and  other  predecessor  orga¬ 
nizations. 

This  book  will  be  on  sale  during  the 
registration  period  at  Annual  Conference 
for  $15  each.  Dr.  Vernon  will  be  present 
to  personally  autograph  this  volume.  Lo¬ 
cal  church  officials,  pastors,  lay  leaders, 
and  Conference  delegates  will  need 
copies  of  this  book  for  personal  knowl¬ 
edge  of  our  heritage  as  well  as  enjoyable 
reading  concerning  the  people  called 
“Methodists  in  Louisiana.”  It  is  hoped  ev¬ 
ery  church  library  in  the  Conference  will 
purchase  one  of  these  exciting  books  in 
order  to  give  their  church  members 
more  complete  knowledge  of  their  heri¬ 
tage. 
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A  Global  Gathering 

Celebrating  God’s  Mission 

By  DAVID  TRICKETT  about  11,  there  was  a  real  connection  be- 


Not  long  after  Rally  ’87  in  Houston, 
several  thousand  United  Methodists 
poured  into  Louisville.  Ky.  for  the  second 
major  national  assembly  of  our  denomi¬ 
nation  this  year.  Though  no  one  I  spoke 
with  at  this  second  meeting  had  thought 
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tween  the  discipleship  concerns  expressed 
in  Houston  and  the  dream  of  engagement 
in  mission  seen  in  Louisville.  I  was  privi¬ 
leged  to  lead  a  workshop  in  interreligious 
dialogue,  the  aim  of  which  was  to  assist 
people  in  local  churches  learn  to  embrace 
their  fellow  Christians  who  are  not  Meth¬ 
odist,  and  to  realize  new  possibilities  of 
receiving  wisdom  from  those  who  are  not 
even  Christian.  All  of  us  are  charged 
with  carrying  out  our  pilgrimage  of  faith 
in  both  a  local  and  a  global  context;  this 
means  that  to  be  disciples  in  our  time  is 
to  be  aware  of  God’s  presence  where  we 
may  least  expect  it  (remember  Bethle¬ 
hem;  it  was  not  a  likely  spot  for  the 
divine  presence  to  be  seen! ).  To  be  dis¬ 
ciples  is  to  be  in  dialogue;  and  to  bo  in 
conversation  with  others  is  to  realize 
new  dimensions  of  outreach  in  God’s 
world. 
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Death-denying 


The  Easter  story  of  the  Resurrection  is  our  most  compelling  witness  to 
the  reality  that  life  in  Christ  is  not  bound  by  death.  Many  of  us  will  hear 
that  message  Sunday  without  having  abandoned  our  death-fearing  lives. 


illusion  turned  upside  down 
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My  Witness 

Bishop’s  words  strengthen  faltering 
faith:  ‘Darkness  accentuates  light’ 


The  April  4  "Economist"  magazine 
pokes  fun  at  government  policies  and  bu¬ 
reaucracies  that  seek  to  prevent  unnec¬ 
essary  deaths. 

In  its  jesting,  however,  the  magazine 
puts  its  finger  on  an  abiding  spiritual  fol¬ 
ly:  the  preoccupation  of  large  numbers 
of  people  with  avoiding  death. 

Our  culture’s  reverence  for  youth  and 
disdain  for  aging  take  that  preoccupa¬ 
tion  to  an  extreme.  Many  people,  includ¬ 
ing  some  Christians,  reduce  life’s 
meaning  to  little  more  than  a  struggle  to 
survive  and  avoid  dealing  with  the  reali¬ 
ty  of  death. 

That  struggle  can  be  seen  in  the  near- 
manic  pursuit  of  goals  or  acquisition  of 
things  that  give  the  illusion  of  "protec¬ 
tion”:  stress-free  lifestyles,  abundant  life 
insurance,  big  bank  accounts,  youthful- 
looking  bodies,  etc. 

The  fanatical  pursuit  of  such  illusions  is 
as  close  as  some  people  come  to  a  reli¬ 
gious  commitment— the  “religion”  of  stay¬ 
ing  physically  alive  as  long  as  possible. 

It’s  little  wonder  that  philosopher  Da¬ 
vid  Thoreau  observed  that  most  people 
“lead  lives  of  quiet  desperation.”  Efforts 
to  wrest  meaning  from  life  by  contriving 
to  avoid  death  inevitably  end  in  despair. 

That’s  because  such  efforts  deny  an  in¬ 
escapable  reality:  Death  is  part  of  God’s 
plan  for  each  life. 

Our  Lord  turns  upside  down  the  con¬ 
ventional  but  false  wisdom  that  “surviv¬ 
al  is  the  name  of  the  game.”  In  so  doing, 
He  offers  the  most  realistic  alternative 
we  know  to  a  life  based  on  that  death-de¬ 
nying  illusion: 

"Whoever  would  save  his  life  will  lose 
it,  but  whoever  loses  his  life  for  my  sake 
and  the  Gospel’s  shall  find  it.” 

That  claim  has  always  seemed  incred¬ 
ible  to  a  death-denying  world.  Countless 
Christians  through  the  ages,  however, 
have  found  it  to  be  true. 

By  dying  to  self-seeking  and  illusory 
self-preservation,  and  accepting  Jesus’ 
call  to  self-giving  service  and  love,  one 
discovers  “new  life”— authentic  life  that 
comes  from  a  willingness  to  live  and  to 
die  for  the  glory  of  God. 

The  Easter  story  is  our  most  compel¬ 
ling  witness  to  the  reality  that  life  in 
Christ  is  not  bound  by  death.  Life  has 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


eternal  meaning  and  purpose  even  be¬ 
yond  the  physical  limits  of  our  time  on 
earth. 

Unfortunately,  many  of  us  who  go  to 
church  this  Easter  will  hear  that  or  a 
similar  message  without  having  aban¬ 
doned  our  death-fearing  lives.  Our  fear 
of  death  is  so  powerful,  and  lives  based 
on  avoiding  it  are  so  deceptively  “sensi¬ 
ble,"  that  we  are  reluctant  to  risk  “losing 
our  lives"  even  to  receive  Christ’s  prom¬ 
ise. 

As  Christians,  we  should  ask  ourselves 
and  others  whether  we  have  taken  to 


heart  the  Resurrection  vision  that  calls 
us  to  stop  focusing  on  death  and  to  start 
focusing  on  authentic  life.  If  we  have  not 
made  that  new  start,  we  should  confess 
that  our  denial  or  fear  of  death  has  a 
grip  on  our  lives  and  ask  God  to  free  us 
from  that  bondage. 

Where  we  see  the  Resurrection  vision 
being  lived  out  in  lives  of  love  and  ser¬ 
vice,  we  should  celebrate  by  bearing  wit¬ 
ness  to  what  God  has  done.  We  may  be 
pleasantly  surprised  by  the  response  of 
others  to  our  faith’s  most  life-affirming 
claim:  “Christ  the  Lord  is  risen  today!" 


By  CUTHBERT  C.  MANN 

On  my  way  to  do  a  newspaper  inter¬ 
view  one  crisp,  sunny  October  morning,  I 
was  eager  and  curious  to  meet  the  man  I 
had  heard  and  read  so  much  about.  He 
had  been  written  up  in  numerous  news¬ 
papers  and  magazines  and  had  been  on 
the  cover  of  “Time”  magazine. 

An  added  personal  reason  heightened 
my  interest.  I  was  a  "fallen  away"  Meth¬ 
odist  and  he,  Bishop  Gerald  Hamilton 
Kennedy,  was  one  of  most  prominent 
bishops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

His  office  was  in  a  large  church  in 
Pasadena,  Calif.  It  faced  Colorado  Bou¬ 
levard,  route  of  the  annual  New  Year’s 
Day  Rose  Parade.  When  I  walked  in,  he 
was  seated  behind  a  big  antique  desk. 

As  he  rose  to  greet  me  with  a  warm 
handshake  and  a  friendly  smile,  I  thought 
he  looked  much  thinner  and  smaller  than 
I  had  expected  from  pictures  I’d  seen  of 
him.  His  hair  was  full  but  gray,  and  he 
had  intelligent,  friendly  eyes. 

Was  this  the  man? 

Was  this,  I  thought,  the  feisty  man  who 
had  stirred  a  fresh  breeze  through  Amer¬ 
ican  Methodism  and  was  noted  for  his 
pungent  comments? 

“Most  of  the  so-called  devotional  ma¬ 
terial,”  he  had  said,  “is  shallow  and 
meaningless  tripe  that  makes  me  sick  to 
my  stomach.” 

And  on  another  occasion  he  branded 
certain  kinds  of  soothing,  optimistic 
Protestantism  as  mere  “spiritual  aspirin 
tablets,  or  spiritual  glasses  of  Ovaltine.” 

Such  remarks  didn’t  go  down  too  well 
in  some  quarters.  But  Bishop  Kennedy 
had  remained  unfazed.  “You  have  to  say 
what  you  truly  feel,”  he  told  me. 

Our  conversation  ranged  over  many 
topics:  wars  and  terrorism,  crime,  death- 
of-God  theology  and  the  senseless  clash 
between  Protestants  and  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  in  Northern  Ireland,  where  I  grew  up. 

Acknowledging  that  my  own  Christian 


faith  had  been  shaken  by  the  state  of  the 
world,  I  asked  him:  "Don’t  you  ever  de¬ 
spair?  Don’t  you  sometimes  doubt  there’s 
a  God  when  you  look  around  the  world  and 
see  so  much  blood¬ 
shed  and  violence?” 

Without  hesitation 
he  looked  at  me  and 
said,  “On  the  con¬ 
trary,  my  faith  is 
strengthened  when 
things  look  blackest. 

Don’t  ask  me  to  ex¬ 
plain  it.  I  can’t.  But  Cuthbert  Mann 
that’s  how  it  works  with  me." 

Then  pausing  for  a  moment  he  offered, 
“Maybe  it’s  because  darkness  accentu¬ 
ates  light.” 

We  warmed  to  each  other 

When  the  formal  interview  was  over, 
we  warmed  to  each  other  and  conversed 
for  some  time.  He  was  interested  in  why 
I  was  no  longer  a  practicing  Methodist. 

There  were,  I  said,  many  factors.  The 
suffering  in  the  world  was  certainly  one 
of  them.  But  also  I  had  a  feeling  that  in 
such  a  world,  not  only  Methodism  but 
much  of  organized  religion  had  become  a 
kind  of  comfortable  Christianity. 

Using  United  Methodism  as  an  exam¬ 
ple,  I  suggested  that  the  Wesley  brothers 
had  brought  about  a  religious  revival  not 
by  living  comfortably  but  by  getting  on 
their  horses  with  their  Bibles  in  their 
hands  and  going  out  to  meet  the  people. 

Warming  to  my  theme,  I  asserted  that 
instead  of  being  securely  ensconced  in 
churches  among  Christians  in  their  safe 
folds,  perhaps  more  ministers  should  get 
back  on  their  figurative  horses  and 
spread  Christianity  among  those  who  are 
not  in  churches  but  who  may  need  reli¬ 
gion  the  most. 

I  looked  at  Bishop  Kennedy  and  thought 
perhaps  I  had  gone  too  far.  Maybe  I  had 
been  too  blunt,  particularly  since  he,  too, 
was  now  settled  in  a  large  church— a  con¬ 
trast  to  the  time  when  he  would  tirelessly 


travel  around  the  nation  and  the  world 
giving  speeches  and  sermons. 

I  did  not  know  then  that  his  health  had 
started  to  decline  and  his  appointment  of 
himself  as  pastor  of  the  Pasadena  church 
was  a  transition  to  retirement. 

Perhaps  we  could  chat  again 

When  our  conversation  had  ended,  I 
said  I  would  come  to  hear  him  speak 
some  Sunday  and  then  perhaps  we  could 
have  another  chat  after  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  And  as  we  parted,  I  still  thought 
that  I  may  have  overstepped  myself  with 
some  of  my  remarks. 

But  after  my  story  appeared  in  the 
newspaper,  I  received  a  letter  of  thanks 
from  him.  When  I  read  it,  my  fears  were 
put  to  rest. 

“I  was  delighted  to  meet  you,”  Bishop 
Kennedy  wrote,  “and  I  enjoyed  the  inter¬ 
view  more  than  any  I  can  remember.  I 
wish  we  could  have  a  chance  to  talk  to¬ 
gether  again. 

“Remember  you  said  that  someday 
you  might  drop  by  on  a  Sunday  to  this 
church?  If  such  a  time  ever  arrives  and 
proves  to  be  convenient  for  you,  it  will 
be  a  delight  to  see  you _ ” 

I  regret  that  I  never  did  see  him  again. 
His  health  continued  to  decline  until  his 
death.  But  our  conversation  left  a  lasting 
impression  on  me  and  helped  restore  my 
flagging  faith. 

And  whenever  I  find  the  world’s  trou¬ 
bles  pressing  on  me,  I  remember  Bishop 
Kennedy  saying  “darkness  accentuates 
light.” 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Cuthbert  C.  Mann  is  a  member  of  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Glendora.  Calif. 
(California-Pacific  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


‘Competent  pastors’  recognize  limits,  value  laypeople 


To  the  Editor 

After  reading  the  March  27  editorial 
headlined,  “Competent  pastors:  incredi¬ 
ble  bargain,”  I  felt  compelled  to  write  a 
layman’s  side  of  the  story. 

The  editorial  assumes  that  a  pastor  is 
not  only  “competent”  in  the  six  tasks 
outlined  but  performs  duties  that  are 
equal  to  that  of  a  professional  in  those 
fields.  In  fact.  I've  seen  very  few  pastors 
who  could  claim  competence  in  a  small 
minority  of  these  tasks,  let  alone  be  com¬ 
parable  to  a  professional. 

True  they  may  have  had  high  levels  of 
training  and  expertise  but  not  to  the  extent 
that  their  services  can  be  compared  to  that 
of  a  professional  in  that  field  An  intelligent 
pastor  is  one  who  can  recognize  his  inabil¬ 
ities,  along  with  his  abilities,  and  be  able  to 
refer  those  in  need  of  services  beyond  what 
they  can  offer  to  a  professional 

And  what  value  can  be  placed  on  the 
jobs  that  laypeople  do?  Are  we  going  to 
start  paying  our  Sunday-school  teach¬ 
ers— maybe  on  a  tenure  system  for  many 
who  have  20  years  or  more  experience? 

When  we  talk  about  appreciating  pas¬ 
tors,  let’s  not  forget  the  laypeople  and 
the  hard  work  they  both  do,  and  can  only 
do,  with  the  love,  cooperation  and  sup¬ 
port  from  each  other. 

Nita  Pennington 
Palo  Pinto.  Texas 
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Bishops  failed  in  spirit 

To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  abdicated  its  church  leadership  re¬ 
sponsibility  during  its  March  26  meeting 
(see  UMR,  April  3). 

The  bishops  were  recently  called  upon 
to  take  action  against  the  appointment  of 
the  Rev.  Julian  Rush,  a  self-avowed  ho¬ 
mosexual. 

They  retreated  to  the  uninspired  posi¬ 
tion  that  “unless  ‘self-avowed’  homosex¬ 
uals  admit  that  they  are  practicing  that 
lifestyle,  the  decision  to  ordain  them 
rests  with  the  clergy  members”  of  each 
annual  conference. 

It’s  imperative  that  “the  buck”  stop 
being  passed  when  the  moral  integrity  of 
the  church  is  at  stake.  This  issue  threat¬ 
ens  our  disembowelment. 

The  church  should  understand  the  ex¬ 
hortation  of  compassion  for  sinners  with¬ 
out  sanctioning  or  condoning  their  sin. 

The  bishops  responded  to  the  letter  of 
the  law,  i.e.,  the  precise  wording  of  the 
General  Conference  (“practicing”).  But,  in 
spirit,  they  failed  the  church,  our  heritage 
and  the  Christ  by  failing  to  call  wrong 
“wrong”  and  getting  anything  done  about 
it. 

Laypeople  sense  the  decline  of  the 
church!  They  too  interpret  statistics. 
They  see  the  church  compromising  mor¬ 
al  standards  in  pursuit  of  acceptance  by 
a  semireligious  secularized  society. 

They  see  the  church  calling  wrong 
“right”  and  sin  “relative”  to  theological 
interpretation.  They  see  secular  society’s 
infiltration  of  the  church  through  a 


warped  theological  pluralism  and  know 
who  is  transforming  whom.  We’re  tied  in 
knots  by  “legal”  procedure. 

The  bishops  failed  to  exert  their  influ¬ 
ence  on  behalf  of  the  church,  which  by 
and  large  has  protested  the  unholy,  un¬ 
justifiable  appointment  of  a  self-avowed 
homosexual. 

True,  they  have  no  legal  authority  to 
intervene  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  confer¬ 
ence  appointment.  But  they  have  a  God- 
given  moral  responsibility  to  correct  a 
situation  that’s  consuming  vital  organs 
of  the  church  body. 

When  forceful  bishops  set  head  and 
heart  to  do  what  is  right,  regardless  of 
peer  pressure  or  opinion,  hell  itself  hard¬ 
ly  deters  them.  They  are  too  capable  to 
be  ultimately  stymied  by  procedure. 

May  they  meet  this  issue  with  new  te¬ 
nacity  and  allow  an  outpouring  of  sup¬ 
port  and  renewed  faith  of  the  multitudes 
who  are  waiting  for  courageous  proph¬ 
ets.  They  need  only  God’s  approval  to 
speak  with  moral  authority  to  the 
church,  the  media  and  the  world. 

Edward  C.  Blythe  Jr. 

Irving,  Texas 

Whole  connection  attacked 

To  the  Editor: 

The  March  20  Reporter’s  “Here  I 
Stand”  column  by  George  Hunter  III  cor¬ 
rectly  expressed  the  spirit  of  my  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  Good  News  directors'  call 
for  a  change  in  the  leadership  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

What  was  not  correct  was  Mr.  Hunt¬ 
er’s  statement  that  Good  News  "ex¬ 


pressed  ‘no  confidence’  in  some  staff 
executives  at  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries.” 

Good  News,  in  fact,  adopted  a  sweep¬ 
ing  resolution  by  its  board  of  directors 
that  announced  “  ‘no  confidence’  in  the 
present  leadership  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.”  It  was  not  “some 
staff  executives”  as  Mr.  Hunter  claims 
and  upon  which  his  argument  rests  but 
rather  the  “leadership  of  the  board,” 
which  would  include  all  directors  and  all 
executive  staff. 

It  was  this  indiscriminate  attack  by 
Good  News  that  prompted  my  public 
statement,  which  the  Reporter  published 
in  its  Feb.  13  issue.  I  stand  by  my  original 
response  to  the  Good  News  resolution. 

Because  the  177  directors  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  were 
elected  by  democratic  processes  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  General  Conference  and  be¬ 
cause  they  represent  all  the  annual  and 
central  conferences,  an  attack  on  their 
personal  integrity  is  indeed  an  attack  on 
the  whole  connection. 

James  Mase  Ault 
Mars,  Pennsylvania 

We’re  an  invisible  minority 

To  the  Editor: 

While  I  appreciate  the  Reporter’s  desire 
to  reflect  a  wide  spectrum  of  viewpoints,  I 
must  object  to  your  printing  letters  like 
three  that  appeared  in  the  March  27  issue 
condemning  homosexuality. 

If  letters  similarly  demeaning  to  blacks. 
Asians  or  other  minorities  were  published, 
there  would  be  a  loud  outcry  questioning 


Here  I  Stand 

It’s  time  church  issued  a  ‘call  to  prayer’ 


By  J.  LYNN  VOWELL 

Prayer  has  been  the  key  to  every  re¬ 
vival  in  the  history  of  Christianity. 

In  the  first-century  church,  the  Holy 
Spirit  revealed  that  the  leaders  gathered 
in  Antioch  should  send  out  Barnabas  and 
Saul.  That  occurred  only  after  they  had 
been  in  prayer  and  fasting. 

In  the  winter  of  1512,  Martin  Luther 
locked  himself  in  the  tower  of  the  “Black 
Monastery”  at  Wittenberg  and  prayed 
about  what  he  was  discovering  in  the 
Scriptures— thus  beginning  the  Refor¬ 
mation. 

After  the  May  24,  1738.  "heartwarm¬ 
ing  experience”  of  John  Wesley,  follow¬ 
ing  much  prayer  and  fasting,  a 
worldwide  Methodist  revival  began. 

In  the  19th  century  the  Protestant 
church  got  involved  with  “higher  criti¬ 
cism."  The  result:  people  started  leaving 
traditional  churches,  not  for  other 
groups  but  simply  stayed  home— as 
many  are  doing  today. 

Revival  spread  worldwide 

In  1905  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  the  Holy 
Spirit  descended  again  after  Methodists 
and  Holiness  Christians  had  been  fasting 
and  praying  for  revival.  This  revival  was 
later  called  Pentecostalism  and  has 
spread  around  the  world. 

Today,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  20th  cen¬ 
tury,  many  Christians  are  feeling  that 
secularism  is  creeping  into  the  church. 
What  is  needed  is  a  new  outpouring  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  The  means  by  which  that  can 
happen  is  a  new  call  to  prayer. 


J.  Lynn  Vowell 


One  of  Satan's  greatest  lies  is  that  we 
don't  have  time  to  pray.  However,  we  do 
have  the  time  to  sleep  and  eat  and 
breathe. 

When  we  realize  that  prayer  is  as  im¬ 
portant  as  sleeping, 
eating  and  breathing, 

I  think  we  will  be  | 
amazed  at  how  much 
more  time  will  be  | 
available  to  us  for 
prayer. 

What  can  we  do 
about  a  “call  to  pray¬ 
er”  in  our  local 
churches?  Following  are  some  sugges¬ 
tions: 

1.  Make  a  "Call  to  Prayer”  emphasis 
in  our  congregations. 

2.  Hold  a  weekly  one-hour  prayer  time 
for  all  pastors  in  the  community. 

3.  Begin  a  daily  “prayer  chapel"  at  7 
a.m.  for  anyone,  members  or  non-mem¬ 
bers.  and  make  it  available  all  day. 

4.  Have  a  telephone  “prayer  line”  in  at 
least  one  United  Methodist  church  in 
each  community  run  by  volunteers  from 
the  entire  community.  Advertise  the 
availability  of  the  prayer  line  and  the 
prayer-chapel  hours  in  the  newspaper. 
Erect  suitable  signs  on  church  property 
telling  of  the  prayer  line  and  chapel,  in¬ 
cluding  hours  and  phone  number. 

5.  Start  an  intercessory  prayer  group 
within  each  local  church,  possibly  in  con¬ 
nection  with  "The  Upper  Room,”  pray¬ 
ing  for  specific  needs. 

6.  Precede  each  worship  service  with  a 
prayer  uine  at  the  altar. 


7.  Have  weekly  prayer-group  meetings 
in  homes,  with  a  maximum  of  12  people 
per  group.  The  aim  is  learning  how  to 
pray  and  to  be  intercessors.  Fasting 
should  be  included  in  this  discipline. 

8.  Conduct  ongoing  Bible  study  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  call-to-prayer  emphasis. 

9.  Emphasize  daily  prayer-and-Bible 
study  by  every  person  in  every  congrega¬ 
tion.  Every  pastor  should  strive  to  spend 
a  minimum  of  one  hour  in  prayer. 

A  time  of  concentrated  prayer 

Before  the  church  was  born  on  Pente¬ 
cost,  Luke  wrote:  “. . .  and  the  (disciples) 
were  continually  in  the  temple,  praising 
and  blessing  God”  (Luke  24:53).  Then  in 
Acts  1:14:  “These  all  continued  with  one 
accord  in  prayer  and  supplication _ ’’ 

Therefore,  the  church  was  born  when 
the  Holy  Spirit  descended  during  a  time 
of  concentrated  prayer. 

I  believe  a  similar  emphasis  on  prayer 
is  the  necessary  first  step  if  we  are  to 
confront  and  solve  the  problems  facing 
the  church  in  20th  century. 

“ Here  l  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  J.  Lynn  Vowell 
is  pastor  of  Westview  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Greenville,  Texas  (North  Tex¬ 
as  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here 
1  Stand.”  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


WHfN  WE  BECOME  A 
CHRISTIAN,  W E  BE¬ 
COME  a  cmziH  CC 
A  til  W  MR IV 


BUT  WE  STILL  HAVE 
TO  PAY  TAKES 
IH  THIS  ONE 


your  journalistic  responsibility. 

Our  daughter  grew  up  in  a  parsonage 
home  and  became  an  active  and  vibrant 
member  of  the  church.  So  it  came  as  a 
shock  to  us  when  this  beautiful  young 
woman  revealed  to  us  that  she-is  a  lesbi¬ 
an.  We  have  come  to  understand  that  her 
sexual  orientation  is  deeply  part  of  who 
she  is  as  a  person. 

We  watch  with  a  mixture  of  pride  and 
pain  as  she  struggles  to  live  with  integri¬ 
ty  in  a  hostile  world.  Letters  like  those  of 
March  27  are  dangerous  because  they 
give  implicit  sanction  to  the  discrimina¬ 


tion  and  abuse  that  haunt  her  life  daily. 

I  am  sure  there  are  many  parents  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  with  a  simi¬ 
lar  story  to  tell.  Like  our  gay  and  lesbian 
children,  we  are  often  an  invisible  mi¬ 
nority  in  the  church— a  minority  that 
prays  earnestly  for  the  day  when  Chris¬ 
tians  will  take  seriously  the  whole  of  the 
Gospel  record  and  will  model  for  the 
world  the  inclusive  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  the  final  irony  that  I  must  request 
that  you  withhold  my  name  from  publi¬ 
cation. 

Name  Withheld  by  Request 
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on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
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HIGHLAND  PARK  United  Methodist  Church,  Dal¬ 
las,  seeks  coordinator  of  activities  at  Biggers  Rec¬ 
reational  Building.  Professional  experience,  a 
degree  in  recreation  or  physical  education  re¬ 
quired.  a  background  in  United  Methodism  pre- 

SOVIET  UNION  PEOPLE  welcome  American 
friends  as  citizen  diplomats:  enjoy  your  personal 
experience,  tour  with  Bill  Matthews.  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  SMU,  Dallas.  TX  75275;  phone 
(214)692-2251. 

recreational  activities  with  existing  staff,  schedul¬ 
ing  and  maintaining  building.  Send  resume  and  re¬ 
quest  for  job  description  to:  Dr.  Leighton  Farrell, 
3300  Mockingbird  Lane,  Dallas,  TX  75205 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  in  a  1.300-member  church 
for  full-time  Director  of  Music  and  Youth.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box 
626,  Carlsbad.  NM  88221,  Phone  (505)  885-3142 

ORGANIST/DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  600-mem¬ 
ber  church  with  excellent  program.  Part-time,  but 
can  combine  with  education/youth  ministry  for 
full-time  job.  Send  resumes:  Dr  Thomas  A.  Dun- 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  with 
emphasis  on  children's  ministry  needed  for  1. 800- 
member  UMC.  Job  description  available.  Send  in¬ 
quiry  or  resume  (include  photo  and  salary 
expectation)  to  Search  Committee.  FUMC,  BX 
3247,  Beaumont.  TX  77704. 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70605. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY.  Full-time  po¬ 
sition  in  church  of  2,100  members  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble,  based  upon  experience/education.  Position 
available  June  1.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church.  9625  N.  Mili- 
tary  Trail,  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  FL  33410.  j 

PROGRAM  COORDINATOR.  1. 050-member 
church.  Looking  for  person  with  organizational 
skills,  preferably  Diaconal  or  working  toward  Di- 
aconal.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev.  Phil  Ware, 
1st  UMC,  Weatherford.  OK  73096,  (405)  772-5565. 

UNIQUE  OPPORTUNITY  CAPE  COD.  Retired/ 
on  sabbatical?  Travel  Base/Planning  Center,  Sept. 
1987-May  30,  1988,  near  Hyannis.  Newly  decorated, 
two  bedrooms,  furnished  home  Quiet  neighbor- 
hood,  walk  to  Nantucket  Sound.  $400  monthly  plus 
utilities.  Call  Bruce  Bowen.  (301)  384-8031. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  Worship  at  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Gasses:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

WANT  TO  CLOWN  AROUND?  Dance  with  spirit? 
Juggle  with  joy?  Spread  the  Good  News  in  a  new 
way'’  Learn  How.  Workshop  July  12-18,  University 
of  Windsor,  Ontario.  Write:  Phoenix  Power  it  Light 
Co.,  P.O.  Box  820,  Oxon  Hill.  MD  20745-0820  or  call 
(202)561-4286.  | 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  in  a  1,300-member 
church  for  full-time  Director  of  Education.  Salary 
negotiable.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O. 
Box  626.  Carlsbad.  NM  88221,  Phone  (505)  885-3142. 

DIRECTOR  PROGRAMS; EDUCATION  Growing 
1.300  membership.  Qualifications:  Master's  or 
Bachelor's  with  experience.  Salary  negotiable.  Re¬ 
sumes:  Heritage  UMC.  2680  Landmark  Dr..  Clear¬ 
water,  FL  33519.  Rev.  Breuer. 

STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS  created  by  your  own 
laity!  SGAA  accredited  instructor  will  travel  to  co¬ 
ordinate,  instruct,  and  supervise  window  projects 
by  Lay  Groups.  Contact  Rebecca  Claar,  710  W.  9th, 
Gillette,  WY  82716,  phone  (307)  686-1059 

OPENING  FOR  CAMP  MANAGER  100-bed.  year- 
round  site  in  Northern  Illinois  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Send  resume  to:  David 
Kell.  321  Oak  SL.  DeKalb.  IL  60115,  May  20  deadline. 

POSITION  OPENINGS:  at  Henderson  Settlement. 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference.  Workcamp  Direc¬ 
tor:  Plan  and  supervise  program,  skills  in  commu¬ 
nication,  organization,  construction,  maintenance, 
and  leadership.  Houseparents:  Married  couple  pre¬ 
ferred.  immediate  opening,  work  with  troubled 
teenagers.  Community  Development  Supervisor. 
Skills  in  administration,  staff  training,  communica¬ 
tions,  and  leadership.  BA  degree  in  social  work  or 
equivalent— experience  preferred.  All  are  salaried 
positions.  Submit  resume  to  Robert  Mallery,  Execu¬ 
tive  Director,  Henderson  Settlement,  P.O  Box  205, 
Frakes,  KY  40940  (606)  337-3613. 

ESTES  PARK  COLORADO.  Our  mountain  home, 
adjoining  YMCA  of  the  Rockies.  Available  weekly 
throughout  the  summer  Well  furnished,  sleeps 
eight,  fireplace,  phone.  Call  (303)  482-0185. 

INTERDENOMINATIONAL,  INTERRACIAL,  so- 
cially-active  congregation  seeks  co-pastor  urban 
minister.  Black  candidates  are  encouraged  to  ap¬ 
ply  Contact:  Search  Committee.  Box  7138,  Pitts- 
burgh.  PA  15213.  Send  resume/request  for  job 
description. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  growing  Texas  church 
of  over  1600  members  with  established  program. 
Oversee  and  direct  total  music  program  for  all 
ages  Currently  7  choirs:  5  vocal  and  2  bell.  Salary 
negotiable,  based  on  training  and  experience. 
Available  about  June  1.  Reply  with  resume  and 
salary  needs  to  UMR,  Box  660275,  Dept.  KT,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX  75266-0275.  j 

COMPUTER  CONSULTANT-working  with  dis¬ 
tricts  and  conferences  on  computer  planning, 
standards,  evaluations.  I  do  not  sell  hardware/ 
software,  but  recommend  based  on  your  require¬ 
ments.  Jim  Sharp,  P.O  Box  520.  Manhattan.  KS 
66502.  (913)539-5837 
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UM  theological  educators  find  church  alive ,  growing 


Bishops’  panel  reports  on  NCC,  WCC 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— The  National  Council 
of  Churches  is  a  stronger  organization 
today  than  it  has  been  in  some  years,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  committee  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops  that  has  studied  for  three 
years  the  denomination’s  relationship  to 
the  ecumenical  body. 

The  committee,  headed  by  Bishop  Paul 
A.  Duffey  (Louisville  Area)  reported  to  the 
full  Council  of  Bishops’  meeting  in  Arling¬ 
ton,  Va.,  recently  that  United  Methodist 
participation  in  the  council  “is  of  very 
strong  quality  and  makes  a  vital  contribu¬ 
tion  to  our  total  Christian  witness." 

The  ongoing  Committee  on  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  Activities  and  Relationships  was  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  council  in  early  1984 
following  charges  that  the  National  and 
World  Councils  of  Churches  supported 
left-wing  revolution  in  countries  outside 
the  United  States.  The  charges  were 
made  in  articles  in  the  “Reader’s  Digest" 
and  a  40-minute  segment  on  CBS-TV’s 
“60  Minutes”  program. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is,  in 
membership,  the  largest  of  the  32  de¬ 
nominations  in  the  National  Council  and 
is  a  principal  member  of  the  more  than 
300  groups  in  the  World  Council. 


The  committee  reported  its  monitor¬ 
ing  of  the  denomination's  financial  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  World  Council  and  its 
satisfaction  “that  the  contributions  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  are  han¬ 
dled  according  to  our  desires  and  com¬ 
mitments.” 

Acknowledging  that  special  contribu¬ 
tions  are  made  to  the  World  Council 
from  individuals,  governments  and  de¬ 
nominations  and  that  such  gifts  must  be 
used  as  designated,  the  committee  said 
the  council  continues  its  procedures  to 
insist  that  none  of  its  funds  go  to  pur¬ 
chase  arms  or  for  violence,  but  for  medi¬ 
cal  and  humane  purposes. 

"We  are  confident  that  (the  council 
has)  been  conscientious  about  this  mat¬ 
ter  and  believe  that  structural  changes 
relating  to  procedure  have  effectively 
overcome  some  earlier  criticisms  and 
concerns  in  this  regard,"  the  bishops  re¬ 
ported. 

The  committee  was  also  positive  in  its 
review  of  the  denomination's  financial 
contributions  to  the  National  Council,  say¬ 
ing,  “We  believe  that  we  have  been  respon¬ 
sible  in  reviewing  our  contributions  and  in 
using  the  resources  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  an  effective  way.” 


In  addition  to  finances,  the  committee 
has  monitored  memberships  and  ap¬ 
pointments  to  the  agencies  as  well  as 
procedures  for  accountability. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  named  25  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  1983  World  Council  Assem¬ 
bly  in  Vancouver.  From  those  delegates 
five  United  Methodists  were  chosen  to 
serve  on  the  council’s  Central  Commit¬ 
tee,  a  key  group  that  meets  between  as¬ 
semblies  held  every  seven  or  eight  years; 
one  of  the  five  serves  on  the  executive 
committee. 

Bishop  Duffey  said  his  committee  had 
one  meeting  with  the  United  Methodists  on 
the  World  Council  and  described  them  as 
"cordial  and  cooperative  in  every  way." 

As  the  United  Methodists  have  partici¬ 
pated  in  actions  of  the  Central  Commit¬ 
tee  they  have  been  sensitive  to  General 
Conference  statements  and  have  tried  to 
represent  their  church  fairly  and  effi¬ 
ciently,  Bishop  Duffey  reported.  “They 
remain  open  to  contact  from  anybody  in 
our  church  about  any  issue  at  any  time.” 

A  pool  of  United  Methodist  nominees 
is  created  in  each  jurisdiction  from  sug¬ 
gestions  made  by  each  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  The  Council  of  Bishops  approved 
nominations  to  the  National  Council’s 


governing  board  from  this  pool. 

The  committee  reported  it  has  sought 
to  balance  the  delegation  in  terms  of  sex, 
ethnicity,  handicaps,  clergy,  laity  and 
staff,  and  has  emphasized  general  rather 
than  staff  representation. 

“We  have  made  sure  that  in  each  unit 
decision-making  body  there  is  at  least 
one  member  of  the  Governing  Board,  so 
as  to  make  that  the  key  to  governance,” 
the  committee  reported. 

“It  is  not  an  exaggeration  to  say  that 
the  United  Methodists  in  total  have  made 
a  significant  contribution  and  impact 
upon  the  total  operation  of  the  council  it¬ 
self  and  all  of  its  various  divisions,"  the 
committee  said. 

“We  have  exceedingly  able  and  com¬ 
mitted  people  who  are  delegates  to  the 
National  Council  Governing  Board,”  the 
committee  said  in  its  report.  “They  have 
been  cooperative,  faithful  in  attendance, 
and  very  responsible  in  their  own  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  life  of  the  council.” 

The  National  Council  has  made  "con¬ 
scientious  efforts  within  itself  to  restruc¬ 
ture  and  to  make  its  own  witness 
stronger  and  at  the  same  time  more  con¬ 
genial  to  its  denominational  partici¬ 
pants,”  the  report  concluded. 


SHANGHAI,  China— Bundled  against  the  unheated  sanctuary,  a  mother 
and  child  look  at  a  Sunday  school  paper  during  morning  worship  service  at 
Shanghai’s  Mu  En  Church.  The  church,  formerly  Moore  Memorial,  was 
founded  by  missionaries  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 


and  government  officials  eager  to  avoid 
"superstitions”  as  part  of  Chinese  reli¬ 
gious  thought. 

•  Ten  theological  seminaries  have 
been  opened— one  at  the  national  level 
offering  a  four-year  course,  nine  at  re¬ 
gional  levels  offering  two-year  courses. 
Together  the  10  schools  enroll  more  than 
500  students  but  turn  away  as  many  as 
nine  out  of  every  10  applicants  because 
they  have  insufficient  faculty  and  facili¬ 
ties  to  handle  them. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  UMR’s  Managing 
Editor  was  invited  to  join  a  recent  two- 
week  trip  to  China  for  United  Methodist 
theological  educators.  This  first  in  a  se¬ 
ries  of  articles  looks  at  Protestant 
Christianity  in  China  today  against  a 
historical  background.  Subsequent  arti¬ 
cles  will  report  on  the  “death  and  resur¬ 
rection”  of  the  church  in  China  within 
the  past  38  years  and  on  needs  of  theo¬ 
logical  education  there. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Reporter  Managing  Editor 

“How  many  people  in  China  today 
have  heard  the  name  of  Jesus?” 

I  asked  the  question  bluntly  of  our 
hosts,  six  government-employed  scholars 
of  religion  in  China.  I  knew  a  precise  an¬ 
swer  was  impossible  but  was  mindful 
that  a  similar  question  has  faced  the 
church  almost  from  the  beginning  (“How 
shall  they  believe  in  Him  of  whom  they 
have  not  heard?”  Romans  11:14). 

The  unheated  room  seemed  cool  to  us 
Western  visitors  in  the  wintry  capital 
city.  The  setting— 30  or  so  hosts,  guests 
and  guides  seated  stiffly  around  the 
large  government-office  reception 
room— seemed  formal  yet  friendly  as 
our  ranking  host,  Associate  Professor 
Yan  Chang  Yu,  answered. 

He  said  that  probably  most  of  China’s 
university  students  would  have  at  least 
heard  the  name  because  teaching  about 
religion  has  become  a  significant  part  of 
university  curricula  in  China.  But,  he  cau¬ 
tioned  us,  Chinese  young  people  are  curi¬ 
ous  mainly  about  the  history  of  religion. 

“How  religion  works  has  nothing  to  do 
with  most  Chinese,”  Mr.  Yan  said.  “They 
don’t  care  much  about  God  and  an  after¬ 
life.” 

Discouraging?  Apparently  not  to  the 
Chinese  Christians  whom  we  visited  dur¬ 
ing  the  following  two  weeks.  Theirs,  af¬ 
ter  all,  is  a  culture  in  which  the  most 
minute  of  threads,  like  that  from  one 
silkworm  cocoon,  can  be  woven  with  mil¬ 
lions  of  other  threads  into  some  of  the 
most  beautiful  fabric  in  the  world. 

A  90-minute  visit  with  Mr.  Yan  and 
colleagues  at  the  Chinese  government’s 
Institute  for  Research  on  World  Reli¬ 
gions  formally  opened  two  weeks  of  in¬ 
quiry  by  our  group  of  18  United 
Methodists— six  theological  educators, 
seminary  trustees,  one  journalist, 
spouses  and  support  staff. 

What  we  learned  from  subsequent  vis¬ 
its  with  Chinese  Christians  in  five  cities— 
always  in  the  same  format,  beginning 
with  tea  served  in  a  reception  room— and 


Whole  generation  is  missing 

•  Virtually  a  whole  generation  is  miss¬ 
ing  from  Chinese  Christian  leadership, 
caused  by  the  demise  of  theological 
training  for  several  years  during  the  so- 
called  cultural  revolution  of  1966-76. 
Seminaries  are  full  of  professors  in  their 
70s  and  80s  teaching  students  in  their 
middle-20s. 

•  Millions  of  Bibles  or  Scripture  por¬ 
tions  have  been  distributed  throughout 
China  by  Chinese  Protestant  organiza¬ 
tions.  Leaders  resent  any  attempt  at 
“smuggling”  Bibles  into  China,  arguing 
that  it  damages  the  church’s  indepen¬ 
dence  of  “foreign”  (Western)  influence. 

•There  are  no  Methodists,  no  Bap¬ 
tists,  no  Presbyterians  and  no  churches 
with  old  denominational  names  or  titles 
in  China.  The  government-recognized 
China  Christian  Council  contains  both 
“denominational”  and  “evangelical” 
Protestants  and  is,  in  effect,  the  national 
Protestant  church.  A  Roman  Catholic 
Church  of  indeterminate  size  remains 
torn  between  its  desire  to  relate  to  the 
church  in  Rome  while  becoming  a  truly 
Chinese  church. 

In  keeping  with  traditional  Chinese  tol¬ 
eration  toward  religion,  the  Chinese  con¬ 
stitution  as  revised  in  1982  guarantees 
religious  freedom,  declaring  in  effect  that 
each  citizen  is  free  to  believe  or  not  to  be¬ 
lieve  in  any  religion.  But  the  constitution 
warns  that  “no  foreign  domination  over 
the  religious  affairs  or  religious  bodies  of 
China  will  be  permitted.” 

Christianity  is  ‘foreign’ 

More  than  any  other  religion  in  China, 
Christianity  is  considered  “foreign,”  im¬ 
ported  from  the  West  by  missionaries 
and  linked  odiously,  for  the  most  part, 
with  Western  imperialism. 

In  1949  when  the  Communists  took 
over  China— referred  to  by  Chinese  as 
the  "liberation”  from  Old  China  to  New 
China— there  were  an  estimated  700,000 
Christians  in  a  population  of  463  million 
despite  nearly  150  years  of  Protestant 
mission  work  and  Roman  Catholic  mis¬ 
sions  dating  from  1601. 

Freedom  of  worship  was  permitted 
following  liberation.  But,  as  Bishop  K.  H. 
Ting,  president  of  the  China  Christian 
Council,  said  in  a  speech  last  summer  to 
a  Baptist  World  Alliance  group  visiting 
China,  “Why  use  the  freedom  to  preach  a 
Christianity  that  did  not  seem  to  have  an 
impressive  record?” 

Church  faced  uncertainty 

This  uncertainty  about  whether  to  go 
on  and  about  the  church’s  relationship  to 
a  Marxist  government  committed  to 
propagating  atheism  characterized 
much  of  Chinese  Christian  life  through 
the  1950s. 

Chinese  Protestants’  resolve  sank  even 
farther  when  their  churches,  like  all  oth¬ 
er  houses  of  worship,  were  closed  during 
China’s  “cultural  revolution”  of  1966-76. 
Churches  were  transformed  into  schools, 
libraries  and  other  secular  institutions. 

During  this  period  of  rule  by  ultra-left¬ 
ists  and  devastation  by  young  troops 
known  as  Red  Guards,  Bibles,  hymnals, 
literature  and  church  furniture  were  de¬ 
stroyed.  Pastors  were  put  to  other  work, 
frequently  manual  labor. 

Christianity  went  into  such  eclipse 
that  one  United  Methodist  missions  exec¬ 
utive  wrote  as  recently  as  1979,  "Orga¬ 
nized  Christianity  in  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China  has,  as  far  as  we  can 
see,  disappeared.” 


Faith  survived  discreetly 

But  the  faith  survived  within  families 
and  in  house  meetings,  often  so  discreet¬ 
ly  that  one  group  of  Christians  would  not 
know  of  another  meeting  nearby. 

As  Bishop  Ting  describes  it,  “Five  or 
10  or  15  or  20  of  us  would  gather  to  have 


HANGZHOU,  China— Manual  labor  is  still  the  work  style  of  many  Chinese  men  and  women.  Handcart  loads  are 
often  so  heavy  that  men  like  these  must  be  harnessed  to  the  cart.  Another  traditional  but  still  widely  used  Chinese 
means  of  carrying  heavy  loads  is  to  balance  goods  like  these  oranges  in  baskets  at  either  end  of  a  pole. 


HANGZHOU  China-Silkworm 
cocoons  by  the  millions  roll  down  an 
assembly  line.  From  tiny  silk 
threads,  Chinese  patiently  by  hand 
and  by  machines  create  some  of  the 
world’s  most  beautiful  fabrics. 

from  printed  lectures,  sermons  and  ana¬ 
lytical  news  articles  includes: 

Protestants  are  tiny  minority 

•China  has  about  4  million  Protes¬ 
tants,  or  less  than  0.5  percent  of  the  1  bil¬ 
lion  population  of  a  land  slightly  larger 
than  the  United  States,  and  perhaps  an 
equal  number  of  Roman  Catholics.  Bud¬ 
dhism,  Taoism  and  Confucianism  are 
traditionally  China’s  strong  religions, 
but,  as  Mr.  Yan  indicated,  most  Chinese 
claim  no  religious  preference. 

Regarding  Christianity  specifically, 
some  scholars  have  explained  that  the 
Chinese  view  human  nature  as  basically 
good.  Thus  Chinese  find  it  difficult  to  re¬ 
spond  to  the  Christian  notion  of  “sin”  in 
human  nature. 

•  Chinese  Protestants  worship  in  4,000 
government-sanctioned  churches  that 
have  opened  or  reopened  mainly  in  the 
past  five  years  and  in  tens  of  thousands 
of  "meeting  points,”  usually  in  homes. 

•There  are  only  about  300  ordained 
Protestant  pastors,  one-sixth  of  them 
women,  creating  an  urgent  need  for  lay 
leaders  of  local  churches.  Protestant 
leaders  have  responded  with  publication 
of  a  curriculum  for  short-term  lay  train¬ 
ing  courses  and  a  syllabus  for  home 
study  by  correspondence.  Providing  lay 
leaders  at  least  rudimentary  skills  in  Bi¬ 
ble  study  and  in  the  history  of  the  church 
is  considered  essential  by  both  church 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

The  characters  are  Chinese  but  the  book  is  familiar  the  world  over.  It  is  the  Holy  Bible,  a  standard  text  for  theo¬ 
logical  students  in  China’s  10  seminaries.  Seminaries  remain  so  short  on  books,  in  fact,  11  years  after  the  destruc¬ 
tiveness  of  China’s  “cultural  revolution”  in  1966-76,  that  often  a  Bible  and  lecture  notes  are  a  student’s  only  texts. 


tea  together,  to  pray  together,  to  read 
the  Bible  together,  or,  if  we  did  not  have 
Bibles,  we  would  try  to  memorize  and 
recite  passages  from  the  Bible  together 
and  to  talk  about  what  insights  we  get 
from  the  biblical  passages.  . . .  And  we 
remembered  and  said  very  often,  ‘When 
two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  His 
name,  He  is  in  our  midst.’  ’’ 

Bishop  Ting,  a  former  Anglican,  now 
heads  the  two  principal  organizations 
that  hold  China’s  Protestants  together. 
They  are  the  Chinese  Christian  Three- 
Self  Patriotic  Movement,  dating  to  the 
1950s,  and  the  China  Christian  Council, 
founded  in  1980. 

The  soft-spoken  cleric  is  also  the  high¬ 
est-ranking  Christian  in  China’s  govern¬ 
ment,  serving  on  the  standing  committee 
of  the  People's  Congress,  the  national 
legislative  body. 

Bishop  Ting  has  written  that  the 
Three-Self  Movement,  dedicated  to  the 
premise  of  self-government,  self-support 
and  self-propagation,  has  helped  rid  the 
Chinese  church  of  its  “foreign”  image 
and,  by  its  emphasis  on  patriotism,  has 
helped  make  the  Chinese  people  "willing 
to  hear  the  message  that  Christianity 
brought  to  them." 

Three-Self,  he  has  added,  “is  a  move¬ 
ment  of  Chinese  Christians  to  rally  sup¬ 
port  for  our  church  and  for  socialism.” 

The  China  Christian  Council  handles 


ecclesiastical  affairs  and  relates  not 
only  to  local  and  regional  church  coun¬ 
cils  in  China  but  also  to  national  councils 
of  churches  elsewhere,  including  the 
United  States. 

Both  Three-Self  and  the  several 
church  councils  are  “products  that  have 
emerged  under  certain  concrete  histori¬ 
cal  conditions  and  are  servants  of  the 
church,"  Bishop  Ting  explains. 

Old  labels  disappear 

In  recent  years  Chinese  Protestants 
have  described  themselves  as  being  in  a 
“post-denominational”  period  in  which 
denominational  labels  like  Anglican, 
Methodist,  Presbyterian  and  Baptist  and 
animosities  growing  out  of  old  Western- 
church  alignments  have  disappeared. 

Now,  Bishop  Ting  told  us,  many  Chi¬ 
nese  Protestants  are  “most  anxious”  to 
move  to  yet  another  stage— to  a  united 
Church  of  Christ  of  China.  But  a  small 
group  of  "evangelicals"  within  the  coun¬ 
cil  objects  to  unification,  most  of  them, 
such  as  Baptists,  coming  out  of  congre- 
gationalist  backgrounds. 

Bishop  Ting,  smiling,  added,  "We  don’t 
quite  agree  with  their  point  of  view,  but 
we  practice  mutual  respect.” 

Meanwhile  local  churches  continue  a 
diversity  of  practices  regarding  such 
things  as  baptism,  ordination  and  assign¬ 
ment  of  pastors.  Many  of  those  differ¬ 


ences  date  to  the  churches'  former  ties  to 
Western  denominations. 

Baptism  may  be  by  immersion  or 
sprinkling,  usually  at  the  choice  of  the 
local  pastor.  Candidates  for  ordination 
are  examined  and  approved  by  local 
committees  on  ordination.  Assignments 
of  pastors  are  made  by  consensus  of  the 
pastors’  council. 

A  hymnal  published  in  1982  had  400 
hymns,  many  learned  from  the  Western 
church  but  also  102  written  by  Chinese 
Christians. 

A  catechism,  with  the  Lord’s  Prayer 
and  all  creeds  relegated  to  appendices 
out  of  deference  to  the  council’s  non- 
creedal  “evangelical’’  Protestants,  is 
widely  used. 

More  than  700,000  copies  of  both  the 
hymnal  and  the  catechism  have  been  dis¬ 
tributed. 

The  hymnal  and  the  catechism  were 
produced  in  consultation  with  Chinese 
Christians  of  various  denominational 
backgrounds.  Their  publication,  distribu¬ 
tion  and  wide  use  are  seen  as  not  only 
signs  of  unity  but  as  moves  toward  the 
united  church  that  Bishop  Ting  and  many 
others  seek. 

Next  in  the  series:  A  look  at  the  Chi¬ 
nese  church,  resurrected  from  near¬ 
death  in  the  past  10  years  following  the 
nation's  political  " liberation ”  and  "cul¬ 
tural  revolution." 
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Where  was  the  church? 

Farmers ,  wives  say  they  got  little  help  during  loss 
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Average  local  church 
head  count  hits  242 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— A  coalition  of  reli¬ 
gious  groups  that  gathered  to  hash  out  po¬ 
sitions  on  the  farm  crisis  was  jolted  when 
farmers  and  their  wives  joined  in  strong 
criticism  of  churches  for  their  lack  of  sup¬ 
port  for  those  losing  their  land. 

Bankrupt  farm  families  generally  feel 
they  have  received  little  or  no  support 
from  their  churches  and  even  give  their 
creditors  higher  ratings  of  approval,  ac¬ 
cording  to  two  rural  sociologists. 

William  and  Judith  Heffeman  of  the 
University  of  Missouri  at  Columbia  de¬ 
livered  the  sobering  message  at  a  nation¬ 
al  conference  on  the  crisis  facing  family 
farms.  The  meeting  was  sponsored  by 
the  Washington-based  Interfaith  Action 
for  Economic  Justice.  The  group  repre¬ 
sents  two  dozen  national  Protestant,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  and  Jewish  agencies. 

About  120  family  farmers  and  farm 
advocates  from  around  the  country  trav¬ 
eled  to  Washington  to  help  the  coalition 
fashion  church  positions  on  farm-related 
legislation  in  Washington. 

Disenchantment  is  widespread 

But  that  agenda  was  interrupted  when 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Heffernan  brought  to  light 
the  evidence  of  widespread  disenchant¬ 
ment  with  the  way  churches  are  respond¬ 
ing  to  the  crisis  in  rural  communities. 

Although  their  presentation  was  based 
primarily  on  a  study  done  a  little  more 
than  two  years  ago,  the  husband-and- 
wife  sociologists  said  subsequent  re¬ 
search-including  a  recent  study  by 


Cornell  University  in  New  York— has 
backed  up  the  findings. 

In  the  study,  members  of  families  that 
lost  their  farms  listed  their  churches  as 
least  supportive  among  a  list  of  eight  se¬ 
lected  groups  that  included  closest 
friends,  the  wider  community  and  lend¬ 
ing  institutions.  When  asked  which 
groups  were  "not  at  all  supportive  and 
seemed  to  condemn  us”  during  their  cri¬ 
ses,  44  percent  identified  churches. 

Lenders,  on  the  other  hand,  were  de¬ 
scribed  in  this  way  by  only  28  percent  of 
those  surveyed.  In  addition,  only  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  sample  of  40  bankrupt  north¬ 
ern  Missouri  farmers  (all  of  the  farmers 
in  that  county  who  had  gone  bankrupt  at 
the  time)  said  their  churches  actively  ex¬ 
pressed  support  for  them— again,  the 
lowest  rating.  A  total  of  96  percent  of 
those  polled  belonged  to  churches,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Heffernans. 

Expect  more  from  churches 

The  Heffernans,  United  Methodists 
who  own  a  400-acre  farm,  said  one  rea¬ 
son  for  the  incredibly  negative  assess¬ 
ment  is  that  people  expect  more  from 
their  churches.  "They  feel  they’re  being 
ignored,”  said  Mrs.  Heffernan. 

As  if  to  instantly  confirm  what  they 
were  saying,  several  farm  wives  rose 
during  a  brief  question-and-answer  peri¬ 
od  to  tell  of  the  failure  of  churches  to 
reach  out  to  them.  Others  gave  similar 
accounts  in  interviews  at  the  meeting. 

Joanne  Hardiman  of  White  Heath,  Ill., 
recalled  that  when  she  and  other  farm¬ 
ers  tried  to  bring  40  priests  and  minis¬ 


ters  together  for  an  ecumenical 
gathering  on  the  needs  of  farm  families, 
only  two  showed  up.  “It  was  really  disap¬ 
pointing,”  she  said. 

The  accounts  by  farmers  provided  a 
contrast  to  the  more  upbeat  comments 
by  church  representatives. 

During  a  separate  session,  Mrs.  Hef¬ 
fernan  said  that  few  farm  families  are 
aware  of  statements  issued  by  national 
religious  leaders.  She  said  the  real  prob¬ 
lems  are  on  the  "feeling  level.” 

"On  the  day  of  the  sheriff's  sale,  on  the 
day  of  the  machinery  sale,  they  feel 
abandoned,”  she  added.  “Or  they  hear  a 
sermon  that  preaches  the  theology  that  if 
you’re  doing  fine  God  is  blessing  you,  and 
if  you’re  not  doing  fine  you’ve  obviously 
committed  a  sin.” 

The  sociologists’  findings  went  virtual¬ 
ly  uncontested  at  the  gathering.  Dale  L. 
Fooshee,  a  farmer  and  part-time  Rural 
Life  Advocate  for  the  Kansas  East  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  said  that  there  are  many  effec¬ 
tive  church  ministries  to  family  farmers 
but  rated  the  overall  level  of  activity  as 
“only  fair.” 

Yet,  in  an  example  of  what  churches 
can  do,  Mr.  Fooshee  recounted  what  hap¬ 
pened  when  mounting  debts  forced  him 
to  sell  off  his  farm  machinery  two  weeks 
before  the  Washington  gathering.  He  said 
several  dozen  church  members,  as  well 
as  four  United  Methodist  ministers  and  a 
Roman  Catholic  priest,  showed  up  sim¬ 
ply  to  say,  “We’re  supporting  you 
through  this.” 


'85  membership 
9.66  million 

in  U.S.  Overseas 
-0.8% 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Lay  membership  of  the  average  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregation  in  the  United 
States  slipped  from  243  in  1984  to  242  in 
1985,  latest  official  denominational  sta¬ 
tistics  show. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  official¬ 
ly  reported  net  losses  of  76,102  U.S.  lay 
members  in  1985,  according  to  figures 
released  last  month  by  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

The  official  U.S.  membership  total  stood 
at  9.15  million.  That  0.8-percent  decline 
from  1984  was  the  sharpest  in  eight  years. 

Overseas,  however,  United  Methodist 
lay  membership  climbed  nearly  11  per¬ 
cent  in  1985— from  453,123  to  502,322, 
new  statistics  showed.  Total  overseas 
membership,  including  clergy,  stood  at 
504,750  in  1985. 

The  49,199  growth  in  lay  membership 
abroad  could  not  compensate  for  the  de¬ 
cline  in  the  United  States.  Worldwide 
United  Methodist  membership  slipped 
from  9.68  million  in  1984  to  9.66  million 
in  1985. 

But  the  official  totals  do  not  include 
reports  from  nine  of  38  overseas  confer¬ 
ences,  said  Daniel  A.  Nielsen,  director  of 
the  Department  of  Statistics  at  the  UM 
fiscal  agency.  Those  nine  conferences 
submitted  no  membership  reports. 

In  addition,  he  noted,  not  all  the  over¬ 
seas  statistics  are  for  1985. 

Removals  by  deaths  accounted  for 
most  of  the  net  decline  among  U.S.  lay 
members,  figures  indicate. 

The  U.S.  portion  of  the  denomination 


rpcpiv^H  7Q  more  members  on  confession 
of  faith  than  it  lost  through  charge-con¬ 
ference  removals  for  inactivity,  statis¬ 
tics  show.  Transfers  from  other 
denominations  to  UM  churches  outpaced 
departures  to  other  denominations  by 
23,196. 

Transfers  between  UM  churches  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  23,924  net  membership  gain, 
data  show.  Record-keeping  inconsisten¬ 
cies  account  for  that  "paper  gain,”  ana¬ 
lysts  have  said.  Congregations  don’t 
always  remove  members  who  transfer  to 
other  UM  churches. 

Other  official  statistics  showed  that 
weekly  worship  attendance  at  the  aver¬ 
age  U.S.  United  Methodist  church 
dropped  from  93  in  1984  to  92  in  1985. 

Average  weekly  church-school  atten¬ 
dance  edged  down  from  54  in  1984  to  53 
in  1985. 

The  number  of  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  in  the  United  States  fell  from 
37,988  in  1984  to  37,876  in  1985.  That 
number  has  fallen  each  year  since  the 
United  Methodist  Church  was  formed  in 
1968,  when  the  number  of  congregations 
was  41,901. 

Nevertheless,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  still  has  more  congregations  than 
any  other  denomination  in  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  1986  Yearbook  of 
American  and  Canadian  Churches.  The 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  places  sec¬ 
ond  with  slightly  more  than  37,000  in 
1986. 

Overseas  United  Methodists  reported 
4,387  congregations  in  1985,  up  from 
4,224  in  1984. 


For  Cubans, 
sacrifices 

show  love 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  story, 
one  in  a  series,  tells  of  the  human  side  of 
the  global  economic  crisis  affecting 
United  Methodist  partner  churches. 

By  CHARLES  LERRIGO 

The  big  wardrobe  had  been  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  for  years.  Its  good  hardwood  had 
withstood  the  test  of  time  in  the  tropical 
climate.  But  the  church  in  Capdevila 
needed  wood  to  replace  what  the  weath¬ 
er  was  wearing  away. 

The  family  gave  its  wardrobe,  and  re¬ 
pair  on  the  church  went  on. 

In  Cuba— where  a  U.S.  trade  embargo 
(and  a  global  economic  crisis)  results  in 
prices  30  to  50  percent  higher  than  nor¬ 
mal— the  people  of  the  Methodist  Church 
are  stretching  meager  financial  resources 
to  the  limits  to  respond  to  a  new  opportu¬ 
nity  to  rebuild  and  repair  churches. 

Methodists  of  Santa  Fe  pooled  their 
clothing  ration  stamps  to  buy  material 
for  altar  cloths.  They  could  have  spent 
the  money  on  clothes  for  themselves  and 
their  children,  but  they  wanted  their 
church  to  be  a  witness  to  the  community. 

"When  people  see  our  churches  being 
repaired,  repainted,  and  new  churches 
built,"  explained  Bishop  Armando  Rodri¬ 
guez,  “they  say,  ‘Oh.  Someone  really  loves 
that  church.’  It’s  an  important  evangelis¬ 
tic  testimony  in  our  socialistic  state. 

"Also  in  our  system,  if  we  don’t  have  a 
church  building,  we  can’t  have  a  worship 
service.  It’s  necessary  for  our  church  to 
carry  out  its  activities.  ” 

The  Cuban  government  had  required 
that  maintenance  and  building  funds  be 
directed  to  the  development  of  resources 
for  the  whole  community  (schools,  hospi¬ 
tals,  social  centers).  Now  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  opened  the  way  for  funds  to  be 
spent  on  church  buildings. 

Cuban  Methodists,  who  have  been  au¬ 
tonomous  and  self-supporting  almost 
since  the  first  year  of  their  independence 
from  the  U.S.  church  in  1968,  are  re¬ 
sponding  to  the  crisis. 

But  the  economic  crisis  is  cutting  into 
what  the  churches  in  Cuba  and  other 
Third  World  countries  can  do.  That  is 
why  United  Methodist  bishops  have 
called  on  all  congregations  to  respond 
through  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Partner 
Churches  in  Crises. 

“We  don’t  want  the  dependency  of  the 
past,"  said  Bishop  Rodriguez,  "but  we  do 
welcome  a  partnership.  For  all  of  us,  it 
can  be  a  partnership  for  survival.” 

The  goal  for  the  Bishops’  appeal  is  $9 
million.  The  appeal  is  to  be  made  in  each 
church  during  Lent  or  at  some  other  appro¬ 
priate  time.  It’s  an  opportunity  for  individ¬ 
uals  and  local  congregations  to  join  the 
partnership  for  survival. 

Gifts  to  the  Bishops’  appeal  for  Part¬ 
ner  Churches  in  Crises  should  be  submit¬ 
ted  through  the  annual  conference 
treasurer  for  forwarding  to  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 
Checks  should  be  designated  for  Partner 
Churches  in  Crises  No.  010068-0. 

Charles  Lerrigo  is  a  staff  writer  with 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


PHOTO  BV  THE  DOUGLAS  DISPATCH 

DOUGLAS,  Ariz.— Cows  that  would  otherwise  be  shipped  to  slaugh¬ 
ter  in  a  U.S.-government  dairy  termination  project  have  been  sent  to 
needy  families  in  Mexico,  thanks  in  part  to  a  number  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  in  the  Desert  Southwest  Annual  Conference. 

UMs  help  Heifer  Project 
salvage  cows  for  Mexico 

Project  is  that  the  people  who  receive 
the  animals  are  not  only  recipients, 
they  are  then  also  givers,”  Mr.  Mixon 
said. 

People  who  receive  the  animals 
agree  to  give  any  offspring  from  the 
animals  to  another  needy  family,  he 
explained. 

In  the  government  termination  proj¬ 
ect,  some  dairy  farmers  decided  to 
donate  their  cattle  to  the  Heifer  Pro¬ 
ject.  Others  were  paid  45  cents  per 
pound,  he  said. 

“This  gave  us  the  opportunity  to  get 
very  high  quality  animals  for  one- 
fourth  of  their  value  for  the  Heifer 
Project,"  Mr.  Mixon  said. 


By  COLLEEN  SANDERS-HATFIELD 

DOUGLAS,  Ariz.— United  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  Desert  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  are  working  to  save  dairy 
animals  from  slaughter  by  sending 
them  to  needy  families  in  Mexico. 

Green  Valley  Community  United 
Methodist  Church,  south  of  Tucson, 
recently  worked  with  14  other  United 
Methodist  congregations  to  raise 
$5,000  to  purchase  and  transport  the 
cows  for  Heifer  Project  International. 

Heifer  Project  International  is  a 
non-profit  organization,  supported  by 
many  United  Methodist  churches,  that 
provides  livestock  and  training  to  im¬ 
poverished  people  in  the  United 
States  and  foreign  countries. 

Cows  in  the  recent  Heifer  Project 
shipment  were  part  of  a  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  Dairy  Termination  Project  de¬ 
signed  to  reduce  the  surplus  of  dairy 
products  in  the  country. 

Dairy  farmers  were  asked  if  they 
would  be  willing  to  go  out  of  business 
for  at  least  five  years  and  allow  their 
cattle  to  be  bought  for  slaughter  or 
export.  Fourteen  dairies  in  Arizona 
accepted  the  offer,  according  to  Ben 
Mixon,  southwestern  region  director 
of  Heifer  Project  and  member  of 
Creighton  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Phoenix. 

Some  dairies  involved  were  facing 
bankruptcy,  and  the  government  pro¬ 
ject  was  a  chance  to  get  some  money 
from  their  dairy  business,  he  said. 

“The  great  thing  about  the  Heifer 


Mr.  Mixon  works  with  coordinators 
in  the  Heifer  Project  in  the  U.S.,  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Animal  and  Vet¬ 
erinary  Services  and  export  and  im¬ 
port  brokers  from  the  U.S.  and 
Mexico. 

In  the  latest  shipment,  the  cows 
were  distributed  by  United  Methodist 
missionary  Terry  Henderson,  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Heifer  Project  in  Mexi¬ 
co.  Mr.  Henderson  and  his  staff  will 
work  with  each  recipient  to  train  and 
advise  the  Mexicans  on  care  and  use 
of  the  cows. 

Heifer  Project  hopes  to  deliver 
2,000  cows  to  Mexico  during  1987. 

Ms.  Sander s-Hat field  is  editor  of 
the  Desert-Southwest  conference  “ De¬ 
sert  Views ”  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 


World  Methodist  members  rising 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.-Paced  by 
a  gain  of  almost  23  percent  in  Africa, 
membership  in  churches  that  belong  to 
the  World  Methodist  Council  has  in¬ 
creased  5.2  percent  since  1981. 

Statistics  in  the  1987-91  “World  Meth¬ 
odist  Handbook”  show  that  the  298 
church  units  in  the  tabulation  now  count 
23,816,204  members.  The  book,  produced 
by  the  World  Methodist  Council,  came 
off  the  presses  in  March. 

The  statistical  analysis  by  the  Rev. 


Earl  L.  Languth  of  Sacramento,  Calif., 
puts  the  global  Methodist  community- 
members  and  other  participants — at  54 
million.  That’s  also  an  increase  of  almost 
5  percent  from  1981. 

Of  the  298  denominational  units  cov¬ 
ered  in  the  survey,  103—34.6  percent- 
showed  a  membership  gain  in  the  past 
five  years,  and  62—20.8  percent,  includ¬ 
ing  United  Methodism— declined. 

Another  114  report  identical  figures  to 
five  years  ago.  Nineteen  churches  were 
not  included  in  the  1981  Handbook,  the 


most  recent  previous  edition. 

Methodist  membership  in  Africa  num¬ 
bers  326,677,  a  23  percent  increase. 

Churches  in  Asia,  Central  America-Ca- 
ribbean  and  South  America  recorded 
smaller  gains. 

Numbers  in  North  American  units  are 
up  about  1.7  percent  to  15.5  million. 

Membership  in  Pacific-region 
churches  has  dropped  about  21  percent. 
European  churches  show  a  loss  of  almost 
8  percent. 


the  church  today 


Iowa  editor  to  head 
UM  research  department 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (UMNS)— The  Rev. 
Mearle  L.  Griffith,  43,  a  member  of  the 
Iowa  conference  Council  on  Ministries 
staff,  has  been  elected  associate  general 
secretary  for  research  of  United  Method¬ 
ism's  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

His  selection  culminated  a  four-month 
search  following  the  resignation  of  the 
Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary.  The  General 
Council  on  Ministries  is  responsible  for 
coordination,  evaluation  and  research 
for  the  denomination. 

In  Iowa  Mr.  Griffith  has  developed  re¬ 
search  projects  on  such  topics  as  pro¬ 
gram  interpretation.  He  is  editor  of  the 
Iowa  United  Methodist  “Hawkeye,"  the 
conference  monthly  newspaper. 

Bennett  College  names 
second  woman  president 

GREENSBORO,  N.C.— Dr.  Gloria 
Randle  Scott  has  been  named  president¬ 
elect  of  UM-related  Bennett  College  in 
Greensboro.  She  is  to  succeed  Dr.  Isaac 
H.  Miller  Jr.,  who  will  retire  in  June  af¬ 
ter  serving  as  president  since  1966. 

Dr.  Scott  becomes  the  11th  president 
of  the  college  and  the  second  woman  to 
head  the  all-female  institution.  She  is 
now  professor  of  educational  leadership 
at  Grambling  State  University  in  Louisi¬ 
ana.  Previously  she  served  nine  years  as 
vice  president  of  UM-related  Clark  Col¬ 
lege  in  Atlanta. 

Bennett  College  was  founded  in  1873 
by  the  Freedman’s  Aid  Society,  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church.  It  became  all  fe¬ 
male  in  1926  and  has  an  enrollment  of 
535  students. 

Morristown  College  given 
new  probationary  status 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Morristown 
(Tenn.)  College,  which  lost  its  United 
Methodist-related  status  last  year,  had 
its  accreditation  restored— pending  fur¬ 
ther  study— March  27  by  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools. 

Association  official  James  Rogers  said 
Morristown  will  be  reviewed  for  fiscal 
and  management  solvency,  probably  in 
December  1987.  The  action  represents  an 
about-face  from  a  December  1986  deci¬ 
sion  to  remove  the  historically  black 
two-year  college  from  the  list  of  accred¬ 
ited  schools. 

Dr.  Rogers  said  information  presented 
in  an  appeal  by  Morristown  officials 


University  Senate  panel  investigating  SMU  cancels  visit 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Reported  progress  toward  changes  in 
governance  at  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  has  prompted  an  investigating 
committee  of  the  United  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  to  cancel  a  visit  to  the 
Dallas  campus  this  month. 

SMU  officials  and  a  representative  of 
the  Rev.  James  T.  Laney,  head  of  the  in¬ 
vestigating  panel,  confirmed  last  week 
that  no  visit  is  expected  during  April. 

"SMU’s  response  to  the  report  of  the 
University  Senate  investigating  commit¬ 
tee  will  go  before  the  University  Senate 
meeting  in  late  June,”  said  a  formal 
statement  from  Dr.  Laney,  president  of 
UM-related  Emory  University  in  Atlan¬ 


ta.  “No  further  comment  or  statement 
will  be  made  at  this  time.” 

A  three-person  team  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate,  which  determines  what  col¬ 
leges  qualify  for  UM  financial  support, 
last  visited  SMU  in  January.  The  team, 
headed  by  Dr.  Laney,  then  submitted  a 
report  to  the  school  listing  a  number  of 
"explicit”  concerns  (see  UMR,  Jan.  16). 

The  visiting  team’s  findings,  not  made 
public,  reportedly  asked  the  university  to 
respond  particularly  to  issues  of  gover¬ 
nance,  finances  and  academics. 

SMU  officials  were  given  until  April  1 
to  respond  to  those  concerns.  The  panel 
headed  by  Dr.  Laney  was  then  scheduled 
to  visit  SMU  again  during  April. 

University  officials  reported  that  SMU 


sent  a  letter  March  27  explaining  how  it 
was  dealing  with  the  investigation 
team’s  findings. 

The  letter  went  to  University  Senate 
President  Roy  B.  Shilling,  Dr.  Laney  and 
other  members  of  the  investigating  com¬ 
mittee,  officials  said. 

After  receiving  the  report,  members 
of  the  review  panel  saw  no  further  need 
for  the  April  visit,  SMU  officials  said. 

In  another  development  April  10,  Dr. 
William  B.  Stallcup,  SMU’s  interim  pres¬ 
ident.  announced  cancellation  of  the  uni¬ 
versity's  1988  varsity  football  season. 

The  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Asso¬ 
ciation  had  previously  barred  SMU  from 
fielding  a  gridiron  squad  during  1987. 
The  NCAA  had  limited  the  SMU  schedule 


to  seven  "away”  games  during  1988. 

The  schedule  cancellation  would  give 
additional  time  to  consider  the  future  of 
football  at  SMU  and  "reform  and  reor¬ 
der"  the  university’s  athletics  program, 
Dr.  Stallcup  said.  The  move  would  also 
allow  teams  scheduled  to  play  SMU  time 
to  find  other  opponents. 

The  decision  came  after  consultation 
with  various  university  constituencies, 
SMU's  committee  on  intercollegiate  ath¬ 
letics  and  officials  of  the  Southwest  Con¬ 
ference,  Dr.  Stallcup  said. 

The  athletics  committee  is  to  recom¬ 
mend  later  this  month  whether  Southern 
Methodist  should  continue  competing  in 
NCAA  football  Division  I-A,  Dr.  Stallcup 
said. 


prompted  the  association  to  place  the 
school  on  probation,  continuing  the  sta¬ 
tus  it  has  had  since  1984,  when  it  was  put 
on  notice  because  of  financial  troubles 
and  falling  enrollment. 

UM  committee  on  ecumenism 
in  theological  education  OK’d 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (UMNS)-To  assure 
United  Methodist  seminarians’  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  meaning  of  the  word  "ecu¬ 
menical"  by  the  time  of  their  graduation, 
the  denomination’s  ecumenical  agency 
approved  a  nine-point  proposal  at  its 
spring  meeting. 

The  heart  of  the  proposal  is  creation  of  a 
standing  committee  on  ecumenical  per¬ 
spectives  and  interreligious  dialogue  in 
theological  education.  The  committee’s 
primary  job  will  be  to  make  use  of  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  present  status  of  ecume¬ 
nism  in  seminaries.  That  information  is 
being  gathered  by  two  “ecumenical  fac¬ 
ulty  associates”  who  attended  a  World 
Council  of  Churches  seminar  on  teaching 
ecumenism. 

‘Catch  the  Spirit’  takes 
second  ‘Angel’  award 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-For  the  second 
year  in  a  row,  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  United 
Methodism’s  weekly  television  program, 
has  received  an  Angel  Award  from  Reli¬ 
gion  in  Media. 

The  award  was  made  recently  at  a 
ceremony  in  Los  Angeles  for  a  30-minute 
program  devoted  to  the  farm  crisis  and 
how  United  Methodists  are  ministering 
to  those  affected. 

Methodist  Church  of  Cuba 
re-elects  Bishop  Rodriguez 

HAVANA  (UMNS)— The  Methodist 
Church  of  Cuba  has  elected  Bishop  Ar¬ 
mando  Rodriguez,  57,  to  a  fifth  term. 

His  election  took  place  March  27  dur¬ 
ing  the  quadrennial  General  Conference 


SMOKY  MOUNTAINS 

Privately-owned  vacation  cabins/chalets  by 
wk/mo.  Great  Smoky  Mtn  Nat'l  Park  area  near 
Lake  Junaluska  NC.  Enjoy  cool  clean  mtn  air; 
sparkling  clear  streams;  waterfalls.  Drive  scenic 
Blue  Ridge  Pkwy.  Fishing-hiking-golf  nearby. 
Write/call.  Free  brochure.  Apple  Realty.  Box 
396- M.  Dillsboro,  NC  28725  (704)  586-3450. 


and  came  on  the  third  ballot— the  first 
time  more  than  one  ballot  has  been  re¬ 
quired. 

2nd  Sunday-school  rally  planned 
for  June  at  Chautauqua,  N.Y. 

CHAUTAUQUA,  N.Y.-A  national,  ec¬ 
umenical  gathering  on  improving  the 
Sunday  school  is  scheduled  at  Chautau¬ 
qua  Institution  June  12-14. 

Inspired  by  the  United  Methodist  Rally 
'87  rally  in  January,  the  Chautauqua 
event  carries  the  theme  "Strengthening 
the  church  through  the  Sunday  school.” 
But  the  June  gathering  is  to  draw  partic¬ 
ipants  from  10  Protestant  denominations 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Methodists  started  what  is  now  the 
Chautauqua  Institution  in  1874  as  an  ecu¬ 
menical  place  to  learn  newest  ways  to 
improve  the  Sunday  school. 

Information  about  the  June  rally  is 
available  from  Keith  Smith,  conference 
secretary,  Vincent-Miller  Lakeside  As¬ 
sembly,  Chautauqua,  N.Y.  14722. 

Miami  pastor  elected 
liaison  group’s  chairman 

MIAMI — The  Rev.  Jose  Alberto  Bro- 
bon,  pastor  of  Lakeview  Hispanic  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Miami,  has  been 
elected  chairperson  of  the  Commission 
of  Cooperation  with  the  Evangelical  Do¬ 
minican  Church. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
Unit  of  Global  Missions  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  and  the  Board  of  World 
Mission  of  the  Moravian  Church  have 
sponsored  the  Evangelical  Dominican 
Church  since  its  organization  in  1922. 
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Itagnrtry  Gowns 


up 


$22 95 


EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including  Permanent 
Press  and  Wash  and  Wear 
Superior  Quality  Guaranteed 
Satisfaction  Free  Color  Catalog 
and  Fabric  Swatches  on  Request 

Toll  Free  1-800-826-8612 


P  O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville.  Florida  32207 


1876  Knit 

•  Affordable 

•  Capable 

•  Quality 

•  Personal 
Service 

We  are  eager  to  serve  families  and  groups 
looking  for  quality  lodging  and  service 
with  a  Christian  atmosphere  Large,  heated 
pool,  Jacuzzi,  Cable  TV.  David's  Place 
Restaurant  provides  excellent  meals  for 
breakfast  and  dinner.  Give  us  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  your  next  trip  to  the  Ozarks 
really  special. 

Call  toll-free  for  reservations 


1876  Inn 

RL  t.  Box  247 

Eureka  Springs,  AR  72632 

(501)  253  7183 


1-800-643-3030 


SHftEVEPGHT  LA  71104 


f—  r~>  <“>  I  • 

*-  m  > 
od  ?  x  r 
x  — <  c  I 

->  m  i~ 

SB  2KO| 
-<>22, 
X  *c 
cc  -<  tr 
o  > 
x  n  x 
C  v 
r  >- 

-*  r  c.  o 
Of  m  2  -» 
o  c  o 


iUNITED 
J I  METHODIST 
aJ  I CHURCH 

$ 

I  xCONFI 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 

An  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


133  NUMBER  47 


Send  P.0.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


APRIL  24,  1987 


3n  Jflemorg 

Bishop  Walter  Lee  Underwood 
August  9, 1925  -  April  15, 1987 


To  All  Louisiana  Methodists 

The  following  steps  are  being  taken  to  assure  adequate  leadership  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  in  the  days  ahead. 

1.  On  Friday,  April  17,  the  College  of  Bishops  officially  appointed  Bishop  Ben 
Oliphint  of  the  Houston  Area  as  Acting  Bishop  to  give  Episcopal  leadership  to 
the  Louisiana  Conference  through  Annual  Conference. 

2.  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  Chairperson  of  the  Conference  delegation 
and  the  Cabinet  met  on  Thursday,  April  23,  to  share  with  the  College  of  Bishops 
the  needs  to  be  considered  in  arranging  for  Episcopal  leadership  following 
Annual  Conference. 

3.  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearne,  President  of  the  College  of  Bishops,  will  meet 
with  the  Chairperson  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  delegation,  Chairperson  of 
the  Episcopal  Committee  and  the  Dean  of  the  Louisiana  Cabinet  on  May  5  to 
hear  the  suggestions  concerning  future  Episcopal  leadership  for  Louisiana. 

The  College  of  Bishops  will  be  meeting  in  Dallas  on  May  7,  and  it  is  expected 
that  during  this  time  they  will  make  known  to  the  Council  of  Bishops  their 
recommendations  for  Episcopal  leadership  in  Louisiana  effective  to  Septem¬ 
ber  1988. 

Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Conference  Secretary 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Due  to  membership  growth,  St.  Paul’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe  will 
begin  a  third  worship  service  and  a  sec¬ 
ond  Sunday  School  class  which  will  begin 
this  September.  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey  is 
the  pastor. 

*  *  • 

Two  exciting  events  are  planned  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baker. 
On  Saturday,  April  25,  join  the  members 
for  a  "Taste  Fair”  from  11:00  a. m. -2:00 
p.m.  The  cost  is  just  $3  per  person  to 
sample  recipes  from  their  recently  pub¬ 
lished  cookbook.  The  church’s  revival 
will  begin  on  Wednesday,  April  29  and 
conclude  on  Sunday,  May  3.  Rev.  Samuel 
Doctorian  will  be  the  featured  guest. 
Rev.  John  Sewell  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  • 

The  THEOS  group  (They  Help  Each 
Other  Spiritually)  will  meet  in  the 


large  hi 

nonal 


Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  on 
Tuesday,  April  28  at  7:30  p.m.  This  is  a 
self-help  group  of  widowed  persons 
meeting  together  to  help  themselves  by 
helping  each  other  through  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  grief.  For  more  information  con¬ 
tact  the  Chaplain’s  office  at  (504) 
244-5430. 

*  *  * 

Cadet  Trey  Skinner  will  graduate 
from  the  United  States  Military  Acade¬ 
my  at  West  Point,  New  York  on  May  27, 
1987.  He  is  the  son  of  Rev.  James  C.  Skin¬ 
ner,  pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Ringgold.  Lt.  Skinner  will  be 
an  infantry  officer  stationed  at  Ft.  Polk, 
La. 

•  •  • 

Members  of  St.  Paul's  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Monroe  will  be  participating 
in  a  Family  Life  picnic  on  April  26.  This 
event  will  feature  the  children’s  choirs 
production  of  “The  Little  Big  Lunch.” 
Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey  is  the  pastor. 

Golden  Meadow  United  Methodist 
Church  announces  its  forthcoming 
SPREE  (Spiritual  Renewal  Encounter) 


Conference  Calendar 
May,  1987 


1-3 


South  Central  Jurisdiction  Congress  of  United  Methodist  Men,  Lakeview 
Methodist  Assembly,  Palestine,  TX 

4- 7  National  Workshop  on  Christian  Unity,  Atlanta 

5- 7  Clergy  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

7  Centenary  College  Board  of  Trustees,  Centenary  College 

15  District  Laity  Banquet,  First  Church,  Slidell,  7:00  p.m. 

16  Pre-Conference  Legislative  Sessions  in  all  Districts,  9:00  a.m.-noon 

21- 24  Cursillo  No.  7 

22- 23  Lake  Charles  District  Lay  Speaker  Training  School,  District  Camp 

23  Centenary  College  Commencement,  2:30  p.m. 

24  Youth  Service  Fund 

28-30  Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministry  Retreat,  AR 


Heritage  Sunday 
April  26, 1987 


CANCELLED! 

The  "Raising  Money”  Steward¬ 
ship  Workshop,  a  training  event  de¬ 
signed  to  help  churches  of  500  + 
have  a  better  financial  program, 
scheduled  in  Baton  Rouge  on  May  1- 
2,  has  been  cancelled.  Money  will  be 
refunded  and  plans  are  currently  un¬ 
derway  to  reschedule  this  workshop. 


Harvey  G.  Williamson 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Ben  Oliphint 

Sherree  R.  Moore 

Council  Director-Editor 

Acting  Bishop 

Editorial  Assistant 

Through  a  unique  approach 

Baton  Rouge  UM  Churches  Help  Needy 

m 


The  Clothing  Closet  was  opened  after  a  need  for  one  was  realized. 


taking  place  from  April  26-29.  The 
SPREE  General  Task  Force  is  led  by  the 
pastor,  Rev.  Gordon  Smith  and  the 
Chairperson,  Marianne  Chauffe.  These 
able  leaders  are  planning  for  spiritual 
renewal  in  the  church  in  the  areas  of 
family  life,  children’s  and  youth  work, 
and  personal  evangelism. 

*  •  • 

The  Simsboro  United  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Ruston  District  recently 
paid  off  the  Carillon  System  which  was 
purchased  with  memorials,  honorary 
gifts  and  donations.  Dr.  Henry  Blount, 
district  superintendent  of  the  Ruston 
District,  preached  the  Dedication  cere¬ 
mony.  Rev.  Lloyd  Scott  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  • 

The  first  Sunday  of  each  month  has 
been  named  "Name  Tag  Sunday”  at  As- 
•ury  United  Methodist  Church  in  La- 


The  children  have  several  activities,  such  as  painting,  to  keep  them  busy  at  the 
After  School  Program. 


members  and  visitors  will  wear  a  stick- 
on  name  tag  to  help  each  other  “stick” 
names  and  faces  together.  Dr.  Ray  Bran- 
ton  is  the  pastor. 

The  Huff  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  is  planning  an  “Old-Fashioned 
Homecoming”  on  Sunday,  May  24.  The 
pastors  who  have  served  the  church  are 
invited  to  attend.  Old  pictures  and  mem¬ 
orabilia  will  be  displayed  at  the  event. 
Rev.  R.  Laney  Kuhn  is  pastor. 

*  •  • 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Springfield  United  Methodist  Church 
have  been  hosting  “Gospel  Singings”  ev¬ 
ery  second  Friday  of  the  month.  The 
Barber  Brothers,  The  Fishermen  and 
The  Jubilees  have  shared  their  witness 
through  song.  Rev.  R.  Laney  Kuhn  is  the 
pastor. 

•  •  • 

Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church 
will  hold  special  revival  services  on 
April  26-28  at  7  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  with  Rev. 
Joe  Solomon  preaching.  Rev.  James 
McLelland  is  the  pastor. 


Pictured  are  some  of  the  members  of  the  Cooperative  Parish  Council.  They  are 
(seated  1  to  r)  Lurline  Calmes,  Billie  Williams,  Madoline  Ellison,  and  Chaney  Calmes, 
(standing  1  to  r)  Ofney  Ellis,  George  Emerick,  and  Stephen  Fleming. 

First  Street  Church  Only 
Protestant  Church  On  Tour 


.First  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  has  been  selected  as  the 
only  Protestant  church  in  a  group  of 
eight  to  be  involved  in  an  ecumenical  pil¬ 
grimage  sponsored  in  part  by  the  New 
Orleans  Archdiocese  and  other  interest¬ 
ed  persons  in  religion  and  the  arts.  The 
pilgrimage  is  scheduled  for  April  26  and 
May  3.  The  cost  of  the  pilgrimage  is  $10 
per  person  per  Sunday.  Information  re¬ 
garding  tickets  and  the  schedule  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  (504)  866-8793. 

The  pastor  of  the  church,  Rev.  Abra¬ 
ham  E.  Davis,  was  quoted  as  saying.  “As 
a  Methodist  congregation  we  are  hon¬ 
ored  to  participate  in  this  prayer  pil¬ 


grimage  which  will  highlight  not  only  the 
past  history  of  our  church  which  recently 
celebrated  its  154th  year  anniversary, 
but  will  focus  on  a  church  which  still 
continues  to  be  a  firm  foundation  for 
Christ’s  missions  in  an  ever  changing 
world. 

Margaret  P.  Johnson,  First  Street 
Church  historian  and  liaison  between  the 
church  and  the  Archdiocese  stated,  “The 
pilgrimage  visitation  on  April  26  at  2:45 
p.m.  will  include  a  brief  prayer  service, 
a  description  of  historical  data  empha¬ 
sizing  the  art  and  architecture  of  First 
Street  Church,  and  a  guided  tour  of  the 
church  building.” 


NSU  Hosts  Conference  on  Aging 


Issues  affecting  the  health  care  of  the 
elderly  will  be  the  focus  of  the  two-day 
conference  “Age  And  Wellbeing:  A 
Bioethical  Perspective”  set  for  May  7-8 
at  the  Ramada  Inn-Bossier. 

Sponsored  by  Northwestern  State  Uni¬ 
versity  Nursing  Education  Center,  the 
conference  will  feature  national  authori¬ 
ties  in  the  field  of  aging  in  presentations 
ranging  from  financing  health  care  for 
the  elderly  to  the  ethical  decisions  faced 
by  individuals,  families  and  health  pro¬ 
fessionals  in  caring  for  the  aged. 


The  conference  is  supported  by  grants 
from  the  Louisiana  Endowment  for  the 
Humanities  and  Gannett  Foundation. 

Registration  fee  for  the  conference 
will  be  $50  and  will  include  lunch  both 
days  and  all  conference  materials.  There 
are  15  contact  hours  for  CEU’s.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information,  please  contact  Dr. 
Elizabeth  Woodward,  Conference  Chair 
or  Dr.  Pauline  Johnson,  Coordinator  of 
Continuing  Education,  Nursing  Educa¬ 
tion  Center,  1800  Line  Avenue,  Shreve¬ 
port,  LA  71101  or  call  (318)  677-3100. 


Centenary  Friends  Plan  Book  Bazaar 


The  Centenary  Muses  want  your  old 
books. 

Those  hard-working  gals  who  tackle 
special  projects  for  Centenary  College 
are  busy  collecting  previously  read  hard¬ 
backs  and  paperbacks  for  the  biggest 
bargain  Book  bazaar  ever.  The  sale,  un¬ 
der  the  auspices  of  a  Muses  special  com¬ 
mittee  —  The  Friends  of  Centenary  — 
will  be  held  Sept.  25-26  in  Shreveport’s 
Mall  St.  Vincent.  All  proceeds  will  bene¬ 
fit  students  at  Centenary. 

Methodist  ministers  and  laypersons  at¬ 
tending  Annual  Conference  and  other 
summer  events  at  Centenary  College  are 


urged  to  bring  donations  for  the  sale. 
This  is  a  great  time  to  clean  out  church 
bookshelves  and  attics! 

Hardbacks  and  paperbacks;  textbooks 
and  tax  books;  biographies  and  biology 
books;  childrens  books  and  cookbooks, 
and  World  Books  and  writing  books  will 
be  among  the  thousands  of  books  for  sale 
at  low,  low  prices. 

Collection  boxes  will  be  placed 
throughout  the  campus. 

For  more  information  on  the  sale  or 
book  donations,  please  call  Janie  Flour¬ 
noy,  (318)  869-5103  or  Mark  Simmons, 
(318)  869-5108. 


It’s  no  secret  that  our  state’s  poor  eco¬ 
nomic  situation  has  taken  its  toll  on  her 
people.  Day  to  day  living  becomes  an 
even  harder  task  when  the  cupboard  is 
bare  and  so  is  the  closet.  Yet,  even  those 
who  are  lucky  enough  to  work  have  a 
problem  with  what  to  do  with  their  chil¬ 
dren  in  finding  care  for  them  after 
school  hours.  After  all,  one’s  pay  check 
only  goes  so  far.  Then  there’s  the  elderly 
whose  retirement  and  Social  Security 
hardly  cover  their  needs. 

Within  the  past  year,  several  Baton 
Rouge  churches  have  banded  together  to 
form  a  unique  group  with  a  goal  to  try  to 
combat  these  problems.  Armed  with  the 
knowledge  that  this  is  a  wonderful  op¬ 
portunity  for  ministry  “in  their  own 
backyard,"  tireless  volunteers  and 
prayer,  this  group,  The  Cooperative  Par¬ 
ish  of  North  Baton  Rouge,  saw  the  needs 
and  began  to  attack  the  problems  —  help 
those  who  have  fallen  prey  to  Louisiana’s 
troubled  times.  Their  motto  says  it  all, 

“Partners-in-mission  Serving  ‘On  the 
Frontlines  of  Human  Hurts  and  Hopes’.” 

How  It  Started 

The  pastors  and  several  laypersons 
from  three  United  Methodist  churches, 

Istrouma,  Winbourne  and  North  Baton 
Rouge,  met  in  the  spring  of  1986  to  dis¬ 
cuss  a  pooling  of  staff,  volunteers  and 
other  resources  available  to  help  them 
achieve  their  goal ...  to  help  their  needy 
neighborhood.  A  Cooperative  Parish 
Council  was  formed  and  they  worked  dil¬ 
igently  through  the  summer  seeking 
ways  to  make  their  goals  a  reality.  It 
was  decided  that  the  Istrouma  church 
building  could  serve  as  the  central  site 
for  their  ministries. 

Goal:  Food  Pantry 

In  the  fall  of  1986,  they  opened  a  Food 
Pantry  with  about  200  pounds  of  food 
from  the  Greater  Baton  Rouge  Food 
Bank,  donations  and  a  staff  of  volunteers 
from  all  three  churches.  Response  to  the 
Food  Pantry  has  been  tremendous.  Now 
the  Food  Pantry  receives  about  1200 
pounds  of  food  from  the  Food  Bank 
which  includes  a  surplus  of  fresh  vegeta¬ 
bles  and  produce  from  the  state  prison  at 
Angola  when  available.  Besides  staple 
foods,  such  as  flour,  sugar  and  cornmeal, 
baby  food  and  diapers  are  also  among 
the  goods  that  are  distributed  when  the 
pantry  has  them  in  stock. 

Goal:  Clothing  Closet 

It  was  also  determined  that  besides 
food,  the  needy  could  use  a  source  for 
free  clothing.  Soon  after  the  Food  Pantry 
opened,  a  free  Clothing  Closet  was  orga¬ 
nized  and  made  available  to  anyone  who 
was  in  need  of  such  a  service.  This 
sparked  another  project,  known  as  the 
Thrift  Shop,  where  donated  household 
goods  could  be  sold  for  a  fraction  of  the 
original  cost. 

These  three  services  are  only  open  on 
Monday  and  Thursday  mornings  from 
9:30-11:15  a.m.  Literally  hundreds  of 
families  have  been  screened  for  the  Food 
Pantry  and  have  received  goods  from  the 
Clothing  Closet  and  the  Thrift  Shop. 

Others  Involved 

Somewhere  amid  the  shuffle  of  the 
opening  of  the  Food  Pantry,  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
joined  the  Cooperative  Parish  Council. 

Broadmoor  became  involved  through  the 
strong  roots  it  has  from  former  mem¬ 
bers  of  Istrouma  who  helped  start  the 
church.  Since  then  several  other  Baton 
Rouge  area  churches  have  begun  to  help 
the  Council.  They  include  Francis  As- 
bury  UMC,  Blackwater  UMC,  Jefferson 
UMC,  St.  Andrew’s  UMC,  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  and  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Among  their  contributions  to  support  the 
Council’s  effort,  the  churches  have  sup¬ 
plied  volunteers;  sponsored  "We  Can” 

Sundays,  where  members  donate  cans  of 
food  to  the  food  pantry;  initiated  the  use 
of  “Just-Like-Me  Bags,”  where  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  these  churches  have  become  in- 

Gubernatorial  Candidates 
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volved  preparing  paper  sacks  and  filling 
them  with  clothing  and  toilet  articles 
just  like  they  would  use;  and  donating 
clothes  and  household  articles  to  the 
Clothing  Closet  and  Thrift  Shop. 

Goal:  Child  Care 

By  the  first  of  the  year,  another  need 
of  the  North  Baton  Rouge  area  had  been 
realized.  The  Council  noticed  that  there 
were  quite  a  few  children,  ranging  from 
early  elementary  age  to  high  schoolers, 
roaming  the  streets  after  school  hours. 
How  could  they  help  with  the  problem? 
The  Istrouma  Church  building,  which  is 
equipped  with  a  gymnasium,  was  sitting 
empty  during  the  time  when  these  chil¬ 
dren  needed  a  place  to  go.  It  was  learned 
that  many  of  these  children,  termed 
"latch-key  children,”  needed  a  place 
where  they  could  be  supervised  because 
their  parents  worked  outside  of  the  home 
and  could  not  afford  after  school  care. 
Through  the  efforts  of  many,  the  "Is¬ 
trouma  After  School  Program”  was  initi¬ 
ated.  Co-sponsored  by  the  Istrouma  and 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Churches, 
the  Baton  Rouge  YWCA  and  the  Big  Bud¬ 
dies  Program,  these  children  were  invit¬ 
ed  to  come  to  Istrouma  Church  for 
snacks,  games,  activities  and  a  study 
time  after  school.  This  involved  a  door- 
to-door  visit  to  the  homes  right  around 
the  church.  Four  days  after  the  program 
began,  almost  50  children  were  anxious¬ 
ly  waiting  to  participate  in  the  program. 

They  are  grouped  according  to  age 
and  allowed  a  certain  amount  of  time  to 
do  each  activity  the  church  has  to  offer. 
They  might  begin  with  a  snack,  followed 
perhaps  with  a  game  of  kickball  in  the 
gym,  move  onto  the  activities  center  to 
paint  a  picture  and  then  to  the  “quiet 
room”  to  read  or  to  do  homework  with 
the  help  of  a  tutor. 

The  after  school  program  maintains  a 
professional  staff  of  four  and  volunteers, 
including  youth  from  Broadmoor  to  help 
enrich  the  lives  of  these  children  who 
have  no  place  to  go  to  after  school  ex¬ 
cept  an  empty  house.  Not  only  are  these 
children  making  new  friends  and  sharp¬ 
ening  their  social  skills,  but  they  are 
learning  basic  living  skills  and  that 
“someone  cares”  about  them. 

Goal:  Help  Elderly 

The  older  citizens  of  North  Baton 
Rouge  are  also  being  helped  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil.  This  outreach  program  is  called  the 
“Each  Elder  Ministry”  and  it  uses  volun¬ 
teers  for  a  variety  of  services  to  aid  the 
elderly.  These  volunteers  “adopt  an  el¬ 
der”  and  regularly  visit  with  them  or  do 
odd  jobs  for  them  such  as  run  errands  or 
simply  sweep  the  floor.  Those  who  are 
confined  to  their  own  homes  or  nursing 
homes  receive  tapes  and  bulletins  of 
worship  services. 

Another  way  the  Council  has  helped 
the  elderly  is  through  the  Home  Help 
Bank.  Volunteers  use  their  time  and  tal¬ 
ents  in  areas  such  as  carpentry,  painting, 
hair  styling,  or  plumbing  to  help  the  el¬ 
derly. 

Not  Through  Yet 

The  Work  of  the  Council  has  just  be¬ 
gun.  Other  needs  of  the  North  Baton 
Rouge  area  have  been  realized  and  plans 
are  underway  to  meet  them.  These  in¬ 
clude  a  cooperative  Vacation  Bible 
School,  a  joint  revival,  a  feeding  pro¬ 
gram  for  North  Baton  Rouge,  and  a  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Day-Away  Program. 

All  of  these  different  programs  need 
money  and  supplies.  The  Youth  Service 
Fund  has  allotted  $500  for  the  After 
School  Program  and  they  have  also  re¬ 
ceived  a  grant  from  the  Support  Action 
Ministries  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

As  the  Council  goes  about  its  work, 
they  remember  Jesus’  words  in  Matthew 
25:35-36,  “  . . .  for  I  was  hungry  and  you 
gave  me  food,  I  was  thirsty  and  you 
gave  me  drink,  I  was  a  stranger  and  you 
welcomed  me,  I  was  naked  and  you 
clothed  me ...  ” 


At  the  invitation  of  Bishop  Walter  L. 
Underwood  and  the  Legislative  Liaison 
Committee  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
six  gubernatorial  candidates  met  April  9 
and  10  at  the  church’s  headquarters  in 
Baton  Rouge  to  share  their  views  and 
candidacy  in  the  upcoming  election. 
Those  appearing  were  Jim  Brown,  Gov. 
Edwin  Edwards,  Speedy  O.  Long,  Billy 
Tauzin,  Bob  Livingston,  and  Buddy 
Roemer.  Each  candidate  was  asked  to 
present  a  whitepaper  on  their  views  and 
priorities  for  the  state. 

Statements  from  each  candidate  were 
videotaped  and  will  be  made  available  to 
local  United  Methodist  churches  through 


the  Conference  Audio-Visual  Library. 
The  whitepapers,  prepared  in  response 
to  questions  previously  submitted  by  the 
committee,  will  be  published  in  the  Loui¬ 
siana  United  Methodist  at  a  later  date. 

Art  Thiel,  a  member  of  the  committee 
and  former  executive  director  of  the 
Louisiana  Public  Affairs  Research  Coun¬ 
cil,  said,  “Our  interest  is  to  provide  our 
church  members  with  the  opportunity  to 
learn  more  about  the  issues  confronting 
Louisiana  so  they  can  evaluate  the  posi¬ 
tions  of  the  gubernatorial  candidates.  We 
want  to  encourage  our  church  members 
to  become  actively  involved  in  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  the  candidate  of  their  choice.” 
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Editorials 


Here  I  Stand 


APRIL  24,  1987 


Is  it  ever  right  for  Christians  to  break  law? 


A  chart  recently  turned  up  at  the  Re¬ 
porter  office  showing  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  membership  to  be  some 
500,000  more  than  we’ve  reported  in 
many  years. 

The  chart  says  that  United  Methodism 
has  nearly  9.7  million  members,  not  9.2 
million  as  is  usually  reported  (see  UMR, 
April  17). 

Explanation:  Those  reports  include  only 
United  Methodists  in  the  United  States. 
The  more  than  500,000  United  Methodists 
in  other  countries  typically  have  been 
omitted  from  our  statistical  reports. 

In  the  interest  of  accuracy— both  in 
fact  and  image— future  Reporter  arti¬ 
cles  on  church  membership  will  use  the 
figure  that  includes  all  United  Method¬ 
ists. 

We  are  not  making  that  change  to  in¬ 
flate  the  church’s  membership  numbers 
or  to  downplay  the  seriousness  of  mem¬ 
bership  losses  in  the  U.S.  Our  church  in 
the  United  States  is  still  losing  members 
no  matter  how  one  counts.  That  decline 
will  remain  a  legitimate  source  of  con¬ 
cern  and  discussion  until  it  is  reversed. 

We  are  making  the  change  in  member¬ 
ship  reporting  to  reflect  more  accurately 


who  and  how  many  we  are  as  one  part  of 
the  Body  of  Christ. 

Methodism’s  founder,  John  Wesley, 
provided  our  church  with  a  vision  of  “the 
whole  world  as  our  parish.”  That  vision 
has  encouraged  the  development  of  vital 
churches  in  other  lands. 

Church  leaders  are  rightly  proud  of  re¬ 
ferring  to  ours  as  an  international  church 
with  conferences  in  Europe,  Asia,  and 
Africa  as  well  as  the  United  States. 

If  that  claim  is  to  be  credible,  we  need 
also  to  count  our  overseas  members 
when  describing  who  we  are.  To  do  oth¬ 
erwise  is  to  perpetuate  a  type  of  mindset 
identified  with  the  colonial  era:  that  a 
person  in  this  country  counts  for  more 
than  a  person  in  another  land. 

The  material  resources  of  churches  in 
other  countries  rarely  equal  ours  in  the 
United  States.  However,  their  spiritual 
real  and  effectiveness  in  proclaiming 
the  Gospel  frequently  exemplify  better 
than  ours  what  is  required  to  produce  a 
vital,  growing  church. 

That  reality  could  provide  a  stimulat¬ 
ing  subject  for  discussion  in  almost  any 
church  group— from  Sunday  School 
classes  to  the  Administrative  Board. 


How  ‘vibrant’  is  your  worship? 


You  don’t  have  to  belong  to  a  rural 
congregation  to  benefit  from  some  re¬ 
cent  advice  about  ministering  to  eco¬ 
nomically  distressed  farmers  (see  UMR, 
April  10). 

Dr.  Virginia  M.  Moxley  told  partici¬ 
pants  at  the  fourth  annual  consultation 
on  Town  and  Country  Ministries  that 
what  church  members  in  rural  areas 
need  most  is  “vibrant  worship.” 

Dr.  Moxley,  associate  dean  in  the  college 
of  human  ecology  at  Kansas  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  said,  “A  couple  of  things  are  impor¬ 
tant  One,  a  message  that  makes  people 
think.  Second,  music  that  inspires  them.” 

We  agree  with  that  assessment  of  wor¬ 
ship’s  pivotal  role,  not  only  in  rural  areas 
but  in  all  settings.  That’s  because  worship 
offers  something  needed  everywhere  but 
found  nowhere  else:  the  opportunity  to 
nurture  one’s  relationship  with  God  in  fel¬ 
lowship  with  other  Christian  believers. 

That  opportunity  is  especially  impor¬ 
tant  in  rural  areas  where  large  numbers 
of  people  have  lost,  or  are  threatened 
with  losing,  their  farms  and  familiar  way 
of  life.  Their  sense  of  loss  typically  re¬ 
sults  in  acutely  painful  feelings,  including 
grief,  anger  and  fear  of  the  future. 

In  the  midst  of  such  temporal  upheaval, 
worship  helps  people  focus  on  eternal 
truths  like  the  unchanging  love  of  God. 
That  reassurance  has  sustained  countless 
Christians  during  times  of  what  otherwise 
would  have  been  unbearable  despair. 

What’s  true  for  distressed  farmers  ap- 


By  MARK  HEISS 

Is  it  ever  right  to  break  the  law? 

Don  Mack,  Bob  Wright  and  I,  along 
with  434  others,  broke  the  law  intention¬ 
ally  and  peacefully  Feb.  5  by  trespassing 
at  the  Nevada  nuclear  weapons  test  site. 
We  were  arrested. 

Our  action  was  a  part  of  a  greater 
demonstration  of  2,000  people  led  by  sci¬ 
entists,  congressmen,  movie  stars  and 
clergypeople  opposed  to  the  nuclear 
arms  race. 

There  are  currently  60,000  nuclear 
weapons  in  the  world  with  the  explosive 
power  of  2.5  tons  of  TNT  for  every  hu¬ 
man  being  on  the  planet! 

United  States  was  challenged 

During  the  past  18  months,  the  Soviet 
Union  observed  a  moratorium  on  nuclear- 
weapons  testing.  Without  testing,  a  nation 
cannot  develop  new  weapons  nor  upgrade 
current  weapons.  The  United  States  was 
challenged  to  join  the  moratorium. 

A  nuclear-weapons  test  moratorium,  or 

suit  Pontius'  Puddle 


ban,  is  currently  both  a  "mutual”  and 
“verifiable”  way  to  halt  the  arms  race  at 
current  weapons  levels.  (Neither  nation  is 
“ahead.”  A  state  of  "nuclear  parity”  exists 
between  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet 
Union  according  to 
the  U.S.  Department 
of  Defense). 

Yet  President  Rea- 1 
gan  and  his  adminis- 1 
tration  have  ignored! 
this  opportunity  for  a  I 
ban. 

The  United  States  Mark  Heiss 
conducted  the  first  nuclear  test  of  1987 
Feb.  3.  With  this  test,  the  Soviet  Union 
has  declared  an  end  to  their  moratorium. 

And  so  I  protest. 

But  is  it  ever  right  to  break  the  law? 
People  like  Jesus,  Thoreau,  Ghandi,  and 
King  helped  me  to  answer  this  question. 

What  if  you  were  driving  down  a  road 
and  noticed,  off  to  the  side,  a  young  person 


being  mugged?  But  you  also  noticed  sever¬ 
al  signs  indicating  "no  parking  anytime.” 

Would  it  be  right  to  break  the  “no 
parking”  law  to  aid  someone  whose  life 
is  threatened?  Would  it  be  right  to  break 
one  law  to  prevent  a  greater  law  from 
being  broken? 

The  Nevada  test  site  is  surrounded  by 
fences  with  signs  indicating  “No  Tres¬ 
passing."  And  yet  behind  those  fences, 
the  most  terrible  kind  of  preparations 
are  taking  place. 

Explosions  break  God’s  laws 

With  each  explosion,  God’s  laws  about 
the  value  of  life  are  broken  and  re¬ 
sources  and  human  talent  squandered. 
With  each  explosion,  the  end  of  creation 
is  rehearsed.  And  so  I  broke  the  law  to 
bring  attention  to  the  greater  laws  being 
broken. 

But  there’s  another  reason  I  broke  the 
law.  I  talked  to  my  parents  the  weekend 
after  the  protest.  They  knew  I  was  going 
to  the  Nevada  site.  When  my  mother  heard 


plies  equally  to  people  in  urban  and  sub¬ 
urban  congregations  whose  economic 
upheavals  and  spiritual  crises  may  be 
less  obvious  or  well-known.  Work-related 
tensions,  marital  difficulties,  adolescent 
“growing  up”  pangs  and  a  host  of  other 
urban  pressures  can  lead  to  hidden  feel¬ 
ings  of  despair. 

Meaningful  worship  helps  people  place 
such  feelings  in  a  broad  and  redemptive 
perspective  with  the  reminder  that  God’s 
rule  is  life’s  most  basic  reality  and  the  in¬ 
vitation  to  follow  Christ  is  life’s  most  basic 
challenge  and  hope. 

The  weekly  opportunity  to  hear  that 
message  in  lively  worship— through  Scrip¬ 
ture  reading,  prayer,  preaching  and  hymn 
singing— is  the  foundation  of  Christian  liv¬ 
ing. 

Congregations  that  lack  a  vibrant  sense 
of  worship’s  importance  most  often  also 
lack  either  the  spiritual  vitality,  vision  or 
both  to  minister  effectively  to  people  fac¬ 
ing  special  needs. 

On  the  other  hand,  congregations  that 
give  high  priority  to  worship  typically 
have  a  level  of  spiritual  health  that  both 
permits  and  prods  them  to  engage  actively 
in  Christian  outreach. 

How  “vibrant”  is  your  congregation’s 
worship  life?  Is  worship  emphasized  as 
centrally  important  to  your  congregation’s 
self-understanding  and  wider  ministry? 
What  could  you  and  other  church  mem¬ 
bers  do  to  reinforce  or  revitalize  your  con¬ 
gregation’s  experience  in  worship? 


THEV  SAV  THE  CHURCH 
EXISTS  By  MISSION 
AS  HRE  EXISTS 


LET  ME  POT  IT  THIS 
WAV.  IT'S  BEEN  A 
LONG-  TIME  SINCE  WE 
FLICKEP  oor  big. 


my  voice  on  the  phone,  she  said,  "Oh, 
you’re  home.  You  weren’t  arrested.” 

And  I  paused,  not  sure  how  to  respond. 
And  then  I  said  it.  “Yes,  mom,  I’m  afraid 
I  was  arrested.” 

And  without  hesitation  she  said  “Well 
good  for  you.” 

Well  good  for  you,  she  said.  And  do  you 
know  why?  Because  when  I  was  a  boy, 
my  parents  taught  me  that  “silence  is 
approval.” 

That  means  if  you  are  quiet  or  don’t 
speak  up  in  a  situation,  you  are  giving 
your  approval.  That  means  if  you’re 
driving  down  a  road  and  see  someone  be¬ 
ing  mugged  and  you  don’t  help,  that 
means  you  approve. 

Maybe  Mr.  Reagan  and  Mikhail 
Gorbachev  have  interpreted  my  silence, 
our  silence,  as  approval.  For  me,  that 
will  no  longer  be  the  case. 

There’s  more  than  a  mugging  going  on 
behind  the  “No  Trespassing”  signs  at  the 
Nevada  test  site.  And  I  don’t  approve! 

The  next  major  demonstration  at  the 
Nevada  test  site  will  be  on  Mother’s  Day. 
For  the  sake  of  my  mother  and  the  sake 
of  mothers  of  children  everywhere,  I  will 
be  there  with  many  others. 

Will  you  come  with  us?  "Well  good  for 
you!" 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Mark  Heiss  is 
pastor  of  Park  City  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Park  City,  Utah  (Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
l  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Editorial  had  skirt-lifting  6 shame,  shame’  tone 


To  the  Editor: 

I  had  hoped  that  my  church  newspaper 
would  not  join  the  sensationalist  media 
in  exacerbating  a  painful  incident  among 
some  of  our  Christian  co-workers  in  the 
broadcast  ministry. 

Although  the  April  3  editorial  head¬ 
lined,  “If  Tertullian  could  see  us  now 
. . made  a  pious  appeal  for  love,  the 
tone  was  more  of  a  skirt-lifting  “shame! 
shame!”  than  a  call  for  the  rest  of  us  to 
be  understanding  instead  of  judgmental. 

The  references  to  “mudslinging”  and 
“unflattering  epithets”  were  gratuitous.  I 
have  followed  the  situation  closely,  and,  as 
far  as  I  know,  the  only  person  who  has  said 
anything  negative  is  Jimmy  Swaggart. 

Jim  Bakker  suggested  that  he  had 


My  Witness  « 

‘Six  words’  put  an  end  to  fear  of  death 


been  blackmailed  when,  at  a  time  of  sep¬ 
aration  from  his  wife,  he  apparently  was 
“set  up”  by  a  supposed  friend  in  a  one- 
night  affair  with  a  woman  who  later 
asked  and  received  a  pay-off. 

Jim  and  Tammy  Bakker  later  made 
up  and  forgave  each  other,  and,  more 
importantly,  Jim  was  assured  that  God 
had  forgiven  him— even  if  some  of  us  su¬ 
per-Christians  can’t. 

All  the  statements  that  I  have  read 
and  heard  from  others  named  in  the  edi¬ 
torial  were  sympathetic  and  charitable, 
not  “mudslinging”  or  involving  “unflat¬ 
tering  epithets.” 

Arthur  O.  Ackenbom 
Lone  Oak,  Texas 

Radioactivity,  sin  compared 

To  the  Editor: 

Sins,  like  radioactive  materials,  have 
varying  lives— some  for  only  a  moment, 
some  for  an  eternity.  The  recent  disclo¬ 


sures  concerning  TV  evangelists  exem¬ 
plify  the  last  point  (see  UMR,  April  3). 

Without  taking  sides  or  attempting  to 
prove  or  disprove  the  worthiness  of  TV 
ministries,  one  must  agree  that  they  do, 
with  God’s  help,  save  souls. 

How  terribly,  terribly  sad  that  one  man’s 
dalliance  seven  years  ago  will  result  in  di¬ 
minished  giving  to  all  charitable  groups. 

Please,  for  the  sake  of  all,  saved  and 
unsaved,  consider  carefully  what  you  do 
as  many  of  your  sins  have  a  life  beyond 
your  mortality. 

Verl  E.  Stockton 
Zanesville,  Ohio 

Sensitivity  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  April  3  editori¬ 
al  and  appreciated  the  sensitivity  it  ex¬ 
pressed. 

The  TV  evangelism  situation  is  a  very 
sad  one  for  all  of  us.  The  general  credi¬ 


bility  of  all  Christians  and  Christian  or¬ 
ganizations  has  been  hurt. 

Yet,  I  too  agree  that  moral  superiority  is 
out  of  the  question  and  that  prayer  for  heal¬ 
ing  along  with  confession  be  on  our  lips. 

After  all,  we  United  Methodists  are 
still  struggling  with  our  own  credibility 
in  the  SMU  football  scandal. 

Boyd  M.  Sawyer 
Garland,  Texas 

‘Trash’  dance? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  story  regarding 
the  young  dancer  who  choreographed  a 
seven-minute  modem  dance  called,  “In  De¬ 
fense  of  Creation"  (see  UMR,  March  27). 

I  have  also  choreographed  a  “swan 
song”  dance  called  “Offensive  Defense.” 
It’s  a  brief,  seven-second  dance  culmi¬ 
nating  at  the  trash  can. 

Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 
Thurmont,  Maryland 


By  MARIE  ZACHARIAS 

As  I  neared  my  80th  birthday,  I  began 
to  think  seriously  about  death. 

I  did  not  want  to  face  that  sometime  I 
would  need  to  leave  my  familiar  sur¬ 
roundings  and  enter  a  different  way  of 
life.  I  was  somewhat  afraid  of  death. 

I  have  been  an  active  church  member 
for  66  years  and  felt  that  a  Christian 
should  not  have  such  fears.  I  knew  that  I 
should  trust  God’s  plan  for  all  of  us. 

I  am  not  attached  to  material  things. 
But  I  have  close  ties  with  family  and  oth¬ 
er  people.  Also,  I  do  not  want  to  leave 
our  beautiful  world. 

One  day  when  I  was  home  alone.  I  was 
thinking  of  life  and  death.  Suddenly  a 
thought  flashed  through  my  mind  as  viv¬ 
idly  as  though  it  had  been  spoken  to  me. 

It  was  only  six  words,  but  they  quieted 
my  fears  and  brought  me  peace  of  mind. 
I  have  never  dreaded  death  since  that 
time. 

It  is  a  message  I  wish  to  share  with 
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others  who  might  feel  as  I  did. 

After  writing  the  six  words  on  paper,  I 
took  my  Bible  and  began  reading  Gene¬ 
sis  1,  which  tells  of  God’s  creation  of  the 
world.  Verse  10  reads  as  follows:  “God 
called  the  dry  land  Earth,  and  the  waters 
that  he  gathered  together  he  called  Seas. 
And  God  saw  it  was  good.” 

The  same  phrase,  “God  saw  it  was 
good,”  is  repeated  in  verses  12, 18,  21  and 
25.  Verse  31  states,  “And  God  saw  every¬ 
thing  he  had  made,  and  behold,  it  was 
very  good.” 

We  cannot  understand  the  mysteries  of 
the  universe. 


Heaven  is  not  likely  to  be  quite  as 
tranquil  following  the  arrival  last  week 
of  a  new  saint:  Bishop  Walter  L.  Under¬ 
wood  (see  article  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Chances  are  Walter  hasn’t  slowed 
down  long  enough 
yet  to  ponder  the  y* 
thought  of  sainthood. 

When  I  entered  the 
ministry,  Walter  Un¬ 
derwood  already  had 
established  a  reputa¬ 
tion  as  a  person  who 
liked  to  “make 
things  happen.”  Spurgeon  Dunnam 

After  working  under  the  tutelage  of 
the  late  Bishop  Robert  E.  Goodrich  Jr.,  a 
master  preacher  and  promoter  at  First 
Methodist  Church  of  Dallas,  Walter  went 
on  to  serve  briefly  at  an  early  age  as  a 
district  superintendent.  However,  he  was 
frustrated  almost  from  the  beginning  by 
the  “interminable  meetings"  and  the 
one-step-removed  proximity  of  that  task 
from  his  first  love:  local  congregations. 

One  of  his  favorite  sayings  was:  “Until 
it  happens  in  the  local  church,  it  hasn’t 
really  happened.” 

The  bulk  of  his  ministry  was  spent 
serving  as  senior  minister  of  some  of 
United  Methodism’s  largest  and  most 
prestigious  local  churches. 

As  a  bishop  Walter  Underwood  was  one 
of  a  vanishing  breed  of  church  leaders.  He 
had  strong  convictions,  and  he  expressed 
them  boldly.  At  the  same  time  he  had  a 
rare  combination  of  ingenuity,  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  take  risks,  and  the  tenacity  re¬ 
quired  to  translate  strong  convictions  and 
bold  visions  into  blueprints  for  action. 

All  who  knew  Walter  Underwood  could 
cite  examples  of  these  qualities.  My  favor¬ 
ite  occurred  when  he  was  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas.  The  largest  congregation  in  the 
largest  Protestant  denomination  had  for 
years  televised  its  11  a.m.  Sunday  service 
on  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  area’s  major  in¬ 
dependent  TV  station.  Most  people  would 
never  have  imagined  an  alternative  possi- 


But  we  can  be  certain  that  the  six 
words  that  came  into  my  mind  so  sud¬ 
denly  are  true. 

The  words  are:  “All  that  God  makes  is 
good.” 

“ My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Marie  Zacharias  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Elyria, 
Ohio  (East  Ohio  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


bility,  much  less  dared  to  propose  it. 

Pastor  Underwood  set  up  an  appoint¬ 
ment  with  the  station’s  manager  and 
said:  “The  Baptists  have  had  that  slot  for 
years.  When  are  you  going  to  give  the 
Methodists  a  turn?” 

Before  the  meeting  ended,  Walter  had 
persuaded  the  station  manager  to  give 
that  11  a.m.  time-slot  to  First  UMC,  Fort 
Worth,  if  the  church  could  provide  the 
necessary  on-site  equipment  and  labor  to 
televise  the  services. 

Within  days,  Walter  had  convinced  key 
leaders  in  the  congregation  of  the  great 
opportunity  that  was  suddenly  available 
to  them.  Within  weeks  more  than 
$200,000  was  raised  to  purchase  the  need¬ 
ed  equipment.  More  than  a  decade  later 
the  Sunday  services  of  First  UMC,  Fort 
Worth,  probably  reach  as  many  people 
as  any  in  United  Methodism  because  of 
that  continuing  TV  hookup. 

Until  his  last  days.  Bishop  Underwood 
continued  to  plan  for  the  future  and  look 
for  new  ways  to  "make  things  happen” 
that  might  revitalize  our  denomination. 

Less  than  two  weeks  before  his  death, 
we  talked  at  length  following  a  meeting  of 
the  Bishops’  Committee  investigating 
problems  at  Southern  Methodist  Universi¬ 
ty.  Walter  had  to  miss  that  meeting  be¬ 
cause  of  emergency  surgery  earlier  that 
week,  but  he  wanted  a  detailed  briefing  so 
he  could  be  prepared  for  the  next  meeting. 

“Can't”  and  “impossible”  are  words 
Bishop  Underwood,  in  his  61  years,  never 
adopted  as  part  of  his  vocabulary. 

I  spoke  by  phone  with  Walter’s  son, 
Don,  a  ministerial  colleague  in  the  North 
Texas  conference,  shortly  before  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  death.  His  voice  breaking  slightly, 
Don  said:  “Dad’s  going  out  as  a  champ.” 

To  which  I  would  only  say  "Amen”  and 
express  the  hope  that  God  might  raise  up 
within  our  church  more  leaders  with 
similarly  strong  convictions,  bold  visions 
and  the  ingenuity  necessary  to  translate 
them  into  blueprints  for  “making  good 
things  happen.” 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Bishop  Underwood:  A  leader 
who  made  good  things  happen 
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‘Death  and  resurrection’  in  China 


Protestant  remnant  survives  ‘ cultural  revolution shows  steady  growth 


SHANGHAI,  China— Almost  all  pews  are  filled  and  folding  chairs  and 
stools  are  brought  in  on  the  main  floor  and  in  the  balcony  to  hold  the  con¬ 
gregation  at  a  Sunday  worship  service  in  Shanghai’s  Mu  En  Church.  The 
Chinese  symbols  at  the  back  translate  approximately  “Heavenly  Grace.” 
The  former  Methodist  church,  like  all  other  Christian  houses  of  worship  in 
China,  no  longer  carries  any  denominational  identification  in  keeping  with 
what  the  Chinese  call  their  post-denominational  period. 


lawlessness.  We  were  weak  indeed,  just  a 
little  flock.  In  all  human  reckoning, 
Christianity  in  China  was  for  the  fourth 
time  in  its  history  again  breathing  its 
last  breath.  But  what  we  were  blind  to 
was  that  when  we  were  weak  and  dying, 
life  was  in  the  offing. . . . 

“When  we  try  to  review  or  summarize 
what  China  as  a  nation  has  gone  through 
and  what  Chinese  as  a  church  have  gone 
through,  ‘resurrection’  comes  up  as  a 
word  most  descriptive  of  our  experi¬ 
ences.  To  have  had  some  experiences  of 
dying  and  of  rising  up  again  in  our  indi¬ 
vidual  lives,  in  our  national  life  and  in 
the  life  of  our  church  conditions  many  of 
us  to  see  that  resurrection  from  the  dead 
is  actually  the  law  by  which  God  carries 
out  His  work. . . .” 

Central  activity  Sunday  worship 

To  what  has  the  Chinese  church  been 
resurrected  in  this  era  of  "post-denomi- 
nationalism,”  free  of  direct  influence 
from  the  western  church? 

The  Rev.  Peter  W.  H.  Cai,  a  former 
Methodist  and  now  chairman  of  the  Zhe¬ 
jiang  Christian  Council  in  east  China,  an¬ 
swered  enthusiastically. 

“In  the  local  church  the  central  activi¬ 
ty  is  Sunday  worship,  emphasizing  the 
sermon,”  Mr.  Cai  said.  “There  is  not 
much  ritual  in  the  church.  Most  churches 
are  evangelical  in  nature,  emphasizing 
Bible  truths  and  the  Word  of  God.” 

Mr.  Cai  was  proud  that  his  province, 
Zhejiang,  though  the  smallest  of  China’s 
25  political  subdivisions,  has  the  nation's 
largest  concentration  of  Christians.  A 
survey  earlier  this  year,  he  said,  report¬ 
ed  640,000  church  members  and  another 
200,000  who  attend  but  are  “unregis¬ 
tered.” 

He  said  1,300  churches  have  been  re¬ 
opened,  restored  or  rebuilt  in  his  prov¬ 
ince  since  the  cultural  revolution  ended 
in  1976. 

“It  is  a  miracle  even  to  us  that  so 
many  churches  have  opened,”  he  said. 
These  churches  include  more  than  400 
new  buildings,  he  added. 

Not  enough  buildings 

“There  are  not  enough  buildings  to 
hold  them  all,”  he  said  of  churchgoers, 
“so  some  rent  small  houses  to  hold  Chris¬ 
tian  services.” 

This  demand  has  led  to  a  shortage  of 
pastors  not  only  for  the  churches  but  also 
for  more  than  2,000  so-called  family 
gatherings. 

This  shortage  of  pastors  has  caused  the 
regional  church  council  to  conduct  about 
50  lay-leader  courses  per  year,  Mr.  Cai 
said.  In  addition  to  those  sessions,  munici- 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  second  in 
a  series  based  on  participation  by 
UMR’s  Managing  Editor  in  a  recent 
two-week  trip  to  China  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  theological  educators. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Reporter  Managing  Editor 

Chinese  Christians  don’t  need  Easter 
to  remind  them  of  death  and  resurrec¬ 
tion.  They  see  reminders  of  them  every 
day  in  the  life  of  their  church. 

The  closing  of  all  Chinese  houses  of 
worship  during  that  nation’s  so-called 
“cultural  revolution”  in  1966-76  is  famil¬ 
iar  to  anyone  with  even  a  cursory  grasp 
of  recent  church  history. 

All  public  expression  of  religion  was 
stopped.  Homes  of  Christians  were 
searched  more  painstakingly  than  most 
for  “incriminating”  evidence  of  associa¬ 
tions  with  Westerners. 


Pastors  and  other  cultural  leaders  like 
teachers  and  doctors  were  sent  to  work 
camps  for  “re-education.”  Posters  and 
statues  of  Chairman  Mao  Zedong  re¬ 
placed  religious  symbols  inside  and  out¬ 
side  churches. 

Bishop  K.  H.  Ting,  China’s  leading 
Protestant,  put  the  experience  in  this 
perspective  in  a  1984  lecture  at  Japan’s 
Doshisha  University: 

“The  Chinese  people  suffered  so  much 
during  the  cultural  revolution,  and  we 
Christians  suffered  so  much  with  them. 
We  have  always  felt  that  the  Gospel  is 
something  precious,  but  the  Red  Guards 
and  the  so-called  Rebels  during  the  cul¬ 
tural  revolution  thought  of  it  as  nothing 
but  a  poisonous  weed. . . . 

“Not  a  single  church  remained  open  in 
the  whole  of  China.  There  was  left  no 
government  organ  to  protect  us  from 


pal  and  county  councils  of  churches  also 
conduct  lay  training,  he  added. 

Local  evangelism  effective 

What  about  evangelism? 

"Local  evangelism,  and  not  big  rallies, 
brings  the  most  fruit,”  Mr.  Cai  answered. 
"The  government  does  not  say  that  we 
can’t  have  big  public  meetings,  but  such 
meetings  are  not  allowed  without  gov¬ 
ernment  permission  to  use  a  facility  like 
a  park.” 

Even  without  great  effort  at  evange¬ 
lism,  the  churches  in  Zhejiang  province 
welcome  many  converts,  he  said.  The  big 
problem  is  that  too  many  people  come  to 
church— 1,500  trying  to  get  into  a  church 
built  to  seat  1,200  as  happens  frequently 
at  one  prominent  former  Presbyterian 
church  in  the  provincial  capital  of  Hang¬ 
zhou.  A  public  address  system  pipes  the 
service  to  an  overflow  congregation  in  a 
big  room  below  the  sanctuary. 

Noting  a  visitor’s  point  that  our  visit 
was  occurring  during  the  Lenten  season, 
Mr.  Cai  said  there  is  not  much  emphasis 
on  church  festivals  among  the  Chinese  ex¬ 
cept  song  services  at  Christmas  and  Eas¬ 
ter  sermons  on  the  Resurrection  theme. 

Mr.  Cai  was  asked  to  describe  the  typi¬ 
cal  Chinese  rural  church,  a  facet  of  Chi¬ 
nese  Christianity  we  had  not  seen 
because  our  tour  was  limited  to  five  ma¬ 
jor  cities. 

Most  members,  he  said,  are  either 
peasants  or  rural  factory  workers.  Many 
donated  labor  to  build  their  churches. 

Members  arrive  for  Sunday  services  by 
bus,  bicycle  or  foot,  sometimes  taking  an 
hour  to  go  from  home  to  church.  They 
come  for  the  day  to  attend  services  in  the 
morning  and  afternoon  and  have  lunch  at 
the  church  or  at  a  nearby  restaurant. 

Sometimes  two  sermons 

Sunday  services  are  simple.  Congrega¬ 
tions  may  sing  songs  for  a  half  hour,  then 


NANJING,  China— Editor  of  the  new 
China  Christian  hymnal  is  Cao  Shengjie. 
The  book  includes  some  400  hymns, 
many  carried  over  from  the  church’s 
Western  missionary  days  but  also  just 
over  100  uniquely  Chinese  hymns. 
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BEIJING,  China— The  Rev.  Jimmy  C.  F.  Liu  is  typical  of  Christian  lead¬ 
ership  in  China  today  both  in  age  and  in  having  to  do  “double  duty.”  The  for¬ 
mer  Methodist  is  a  local-church  pastor  and  also  president  of  Huadong 
Theological  Seminary  which  opened  last  September  in  China’s  capital  city 
with  53  students. 


the  sermon  will  last  for  more  than  an 
hour.  Sometimes  there  are  two  sermons 
in  one  service. 

Mr.  Cai,  who  studied  at  two  Methodist- 
related  seminaries— Drew  and  Iliff — 
during  the  1940s,  grinned  as  he  added, 
“You  used  to  have  Sundays  like  that  in 
your  country  years  ago." 

The  only  Chinese  local  church  that  our 
group  attended  was  the  Mu  En  Church  in 
downtown  Shanghai.  The  cornerstone 
reads,  "Moore  Memorial  Church,  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  South.”  The  church, 
dating  to  1876  and  mission  efforts  of  Bish¬ 
op  J.  W.  Lambuth,  is  named  for  the  late 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  R.  Moore  of  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  who  gave  the  money  in  memory  of 
their  daughter,  Rosa  Lee  Moore. 

The  Sunday-morning  congregation  of 
approximately  1,000  required  extra  chairs 
and  folding  stools.  The  day  was  theological 
education  Sunday,  and  the  speaker  before 
the  sermon  was  a  student  at  the  two-year 
seminary  housed  in  the  church. 

His  brief  speech,  translated  later  for  us, 
told  about  a  classmate  of  his  who  had  felt 
the  call  to  ministry  while  working,  as  most 
Chinese  do,  in  a  government-assigned  post. 
To  be  released  from  that  job  so  he  could 
enroll  in  seminary,  he  had  to  pay  his  work 
unit  1,000  Chinese  Yuan  (about  $260  U.S.  or 
about  three  months’  salary). 

That  message  of  sacrifice  to  enter  the 
ministry  was  not  lost  on  the  seminary 
deans  and  presidents  who  made  up  most 


of  our  entourage. 

Nor  was  an  example  of  another  kind  of 
sacrifice— the  necessity  for  many  people 
to  act  both  as  local  pastors  and  as  semi¬ 
nary  professors  because  there  are  not 
enough  of  either  to  serve  the  growing 
Chinese  Christian  church. 

One  such  is  the  Rev.  Jimmy  C.  F.  Liu. 
His  round,  ruddy  face  beamed  as  he  told 
us  he  had  been  a  Methodist,  “ordained  by 
a  bishop."  He  is  pastor  of  the  Christian 
Church  in  Tianjin,  some  50  miles  from 
China’s  capital  of  Beijing. 

He  is  also  president  of  Huadong  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  which  opened  last  Sep¬ 
tember  in  Beijing  with  53  students  in 
what  was  a  London  Missionary  Society 
building.  The  facilities  could  best  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  primitive — low-wattage  bulbs 
for  lighting,  little  if  any  heat,  and  only 
the  most  minimal  room  decorations. 

What  are  your  hopes  for  the  church  in 
China?  he  was  asked. 

“Our  greatest  problem  is  that  the  har¬ 
vest  is  plentiful  but  the  laborers  are  few,” 
he  answered.  “We  have  no  Sunday  schools 
yet,  but  every  Sunday  our  people  have  an 
evangelical  meeting.  We  talk  about  repen¬ 
tance  and  the  need  to  receive  salvation 
and  other  basic  Christian  teachings." 

“We  feel  such  a  heavy  responsibility  to 
preach  the  Gospel.” 

Next  in  the  series :  What  are  the  needs  of 
Christian  theological  education  in  China  to¬ 
day?  How  can  United  Methodists  help? 


‘Evangelism’  proposed 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
DAYTON,  Ohio— The  coordinating  and 
evaluating  agency  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  asked  a  study  team  to 
develop  a  theme  on  evangelism  for  the  1989- 
92  quadrennium,  encompassing  “leading 
people  to  a  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ 
as  Lord  and  Savior,  deepening  the  faith, 
building  of  a  just  world  and  addressing 
critical  human  needs.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries,  meeting  in  Dayton  April  6- 
9,  endorsed,  in  principle,  proposals  to 
“institutionalize”  the  current  missional 
priority:  “Developing  and  Strengthening 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  for 
Witness  and  Mission.” 

A  proposal  aimed  at  such  "institution¬ 
alization”  is  being  drafted  by  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  Missional  Priority  Coordinating 
Committee.  A  preliminary  draft,  pre¬ 
sented  among  others  to  the  council,  calls 
for  implementation  of  comprehensive 
plans  already  made  by  most  annual  con¬ 


ferences,  responses  by  general  program 
agencies  and  ongoing  coordination  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 

Evangelism  was  singled  out  as  the  ma¬ 
jor  concern  of  more  than  70  percent  of 
persons  polled  during  a  three-year  re¬ 
search  process,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Robert  E.  Fannin  of  Coral  Gables,  Fla., 
chairperson  of  a  study  team. 

He  reported  that,  though  evangelism 
was  termed  the  reason  for  the  church’s 
existence  and  the  “domain  of  the  entire 
church,”  it  did  not  seem  to  fit  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  a  missional  priority  set  forth  in 
the  denomination’s  Book  of  Discipline. 
Therefore,  the  term  “quadrennial 
theme”  was  preferred. 

The  study  team  was  authorized  to  seek 
advice  regarding  a  proposed  evangelism 
"theme”  from  the  denomination’s  four 
general-program  boards,  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  and  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration.  A  writing  team  is  to 


Computer  Software 

Designed  by  the 


Church  for 
the  Church 


Used  by  Methodist  Churches  for 
•  Finances  •  Membership  •  Reports 


Complete  Software  System  $795. 
Hardware  Systems  Also  Offered  at 
Discounted  Church  Rates. 
Complete  Support  Program  Available,  Too. 


Call  1-800-533-5227 
(In  Ohio,  call  1-614-889-7540) 

COMPUTER  HELPER  PUBLISHING 

6495  Sawmill  Rd.  Dublin,  Ohio  43017 


for  1989-92  theme 


prepare  a  full  theme  proposal  for  the 
Council  on  Ministries’  fall  meeting. 

In  other  action,  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  recommended  $144,500,000  as 
the  1989-92  quadrennium  basic  program 
budget  for  the  four  general-program 
agencies,  a  19.61  percent  increase  over 
the  current  quadrennium.  The  recom¬ 
mendation  goes  to  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  for  approval. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  also 
asked  $7,063,838  for  its  own  activities 
While  praising  the  weekly  television 
program  "Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  council 
refused  to  recommend  that  all  receipts 
from  future  television/telecommunica¬ 
tions  funds  be  designated  to  this  United 
Methodist  Communications  ministry. 

At  the  suggestion  of  its  legislative  com¬ 
mittee,  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 


agreed  to  recommend  to  the  1988  General 
Conference  that  the  12-year  limitation  on 
agency  executives’  terms  of  service  apply 
to  laypersons  as  well  as  to  clergy.  The 
clergy-only  limitation  was  challenged 
last  year  by  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  and  the  chal¬ 
lenge  was  upheld  by  the  denomination’s 
"supreme  court”  Judicial  Council. 

Receiving  a  14-page  report  from  the 
Task  Force  on  Older  Adult  Ministries, 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  agreed 
to  recommend  creation  in  1988  of  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  Advisory/Coordin¬ 
ating  Committee  to  work  in  cooperation 
with  program  boards  and  agencies.  As 
envisioned,  half  the  committee  members 
will  be  65  or  older.  Suggested  legislative 
changes  referring  to  older  adults  were 
referred  to  the  council’s  Legislative 
Committee. 


Farmers  warned  against 
NCC-donated  seed  corn 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Agricultural  officials 
in  three  southern  states  have  warned 
farmers  not  to  plant  $5.5  million  worth 
of  free  seed  com  donated  by  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  (NCQ  because  it 
may  harm  them  financially. 

The  Georgia  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture  issued  news  releases  telling 
the  farmers  that  if  they  spent  money 
on  fertilizer,  labor  and  machinery  to 
harvest  the  corn,  they  could  end  up 
spending  more  than  their  crop  will 
produce  when  it  is  sold  or  used  to  feed 
livestock. 

Christine  Thompson,  communica¬ 
tions  director  at  the  state  agency,  told 
Religious  News  Service  that  14  of  the 
26  varieties  of  the  donated  hybrid  seed 


were  never  tested  for  use  in  Georgia. 

The  seed  was  donated  by  Midwest¬ 
ern  seed  companies  to  more  than  5,000 
southeastern  farmers  through  efforts 
of  Church  World  Service  (CWS),  the 
NCC  relief  arm  supported  in  part  by 
gifts  from  United  Methodists. 

About  half  the  donated  seed  went  to 
the  Carolinas,  where  last  year’s 
drought  cost  corn  farmers  more  than 
$25  million.  The  remaining  seed  went 
to  other  southern  states. 

Tom  Trantham,  president  of  the 
United  Farmers  Organization  (UFO), 
one  distributor  of  corn  for  the  church 
agency,  told  RNS  that  the  farmers 
who  received  the  corn  were  “ex¬ 
tremely  appreciative”  of  the  efforts 
of  Church  World  Service. 


Bishop  Waller  L.  Underwood  dies  at  age  6 1 


DALLAS  (UMR)— Bishop  Walter  L. 
Underwood,  episcopal  leader  of  United 
Methodism’s  Louisiana  Area,  died  April 
15  at  Methodist  Hospital  in  Houston.  He 
was  buried  in  Dallas  April  18. 

Funeral  services  were  April  17  at  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  where  he  was  senior  pastor  at  the  time 
of  his  election  to  the  episcopacy  in  1984. 

Bishop  Under¬ 
wood,  61,  had  been 
closely  associated 
with  recent  efforts  to 
strengthen  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church 
through  a  revitalized 
Sunday  school.  Offi¬ 
cials  at  the  General  _ 

Board  of  Disciple-  Bishop  Underwood 
ship  credited  him  with  the  idea  for  last 
January’s  Rally  ’87  at  Houston.  That  na¬ 
tional  three-day  rally,  aimed  at  strengthen¬ 
ing  the  denomination  through  the  Sunday 
school,  attracted  more  than  2,000  people. 


A 


Bishop  Underwood,  a  member  of  the 
Discipleship  board,  was  to  have  given  the 
rally’s  keynote  address,  but  health  prob¬ 
lems  prevented  him  from  attending. 

Bishop  Underwood  made  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  stronger  Sunday  schools  one  of 
his  first  priorities  following  his  assign¬ 
ment  to  the  church’s  Louisiana  Area  in 
1984.  During  his  first  year  as  bishop  he 
led  an  effort  to  start  some  300  new  Sun¬ 
day-school  classes  across  the  state. 


“I’m  absolutely  convinced  that  the 
way  to  revitalize  the  church  is  to  revital¬ 
ize  the  Sunday  school,”  he  said  at  the 
time. 

“The  old  Board  of  Education  in  Nash¬ 
ville  proved  that  churches  grow  on  their 
Sunday  schools.  All  the  churches  where  I 
was  pastor  have  shown  that.” 

Bishop  Underwood  entered  a  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  hospital  March  29  for  sur¬ 
gery  on  an  intestinal  blockage  and  was 
transferred  to  Houston  April  4  when 
complications  developed. 

During  his  39  years  of  ordained  ministry, 
Bishop  Underwood  served  churches  in  the 
North  Texas,  Memphis,  Central  Texas  and 
Texas  annual  conferences. 


He  was  a  delegate  to  three  Genera 
Conferences,  the  denomination’s  highest 
governing  body.  He  was  also  a  delegate 
to  the  1976  World  Methodist  Conference 
in  Dublin,  Ireland. 

At  the  time  of  his  election  as  bishop, 
the  Murray,  Ky.,  native  was  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  Houston.  His 
other  appointments  included  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex¬ 
as,  from  1972  to  1976  and  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Wichita  Falls,  Tex¬ 
as,  from  1967  to  1972. 

From  1976  to  1984  he  was  a  member  of 
the  denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Pensions. 

Earlier  this  month  Bishop  Underwood 


had  agreed  to  serve  on  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  new  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  Foundation.  That  body’s  first  task 
will  be  raising  funds  for  construction  of 
a  new  $2. 5-million  UMR  Communica¬ 
tions  Center  in  Dallas. 

Bishop  Underwood  earned  a  bachelor  of 
arts  degree  in  1945  from  the  University  of 
Virginia  and  a  master  of  divinity  degree  in 
1948  from  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
at  Southern  Methodist  University. 

He  was  ordained  a  deacon  and  elder  in 
the  North  Texas  conference. 

Bishop  Underwood  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  the  former  Billye  Kathryn  Whis- 
nand,  and  three  sons— Donald,  Ronald 
and  Walter  II. 


Bishop  Oliphint  given  interim  assignment 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HOUSTON— Bishop  Benjamin  R.  Oli¬ 
phint,  episcopal  leader  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Houston  area,  will  serve  also  as 
episcopal  leader  of  the  church’s  Louisi¬ 
ana  area  from  now  through  annual  con¬ 
ference  in  June. 

That  interim  assignment  was  an¬ 
nounced  late  last  week  by  Bishop  Wood- 
row  Hearn,  episcopal  leader  of  the 
church’s  Nebraska  Area  and  president  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  College  of 
Bishops. 

It  was  made  necessary  by  the  death  of 
Bishop  Walter  Underwood,  United  Meth¬ 


odism’s  episcopal  leader  in  Louisiana 
since  1984  (see  related  story).  Bishop  Oli¬ 
phint  had  met  earlier  last  week  with  the 
Louisiana  conference  cabinet  at  Bishop 
Underwood's  request  to  discuss  ministe¬ 
rial  appointments  for  the  coming  confer¬ 
ence  year. 

As  directed  by  the  church’s  Book  of 
Discipline,  Bishop  Hearn  will  meet  with 
church  leaders  in  Louisiana  in  early 
May.  Following  that  meeting  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  College  of  Bishops  will  propose 
a  means  of  providing  episcopal  leader¬ 
ship  in  Louisiana  from  June  1987  until  a 


new  bishop  is  elected  and  assigned  in 
July  1988.  That  recommendation  will 
then  be  forwarded  to  the  denomination’s 
entire  Council  of  Bishops  for  approval. 

Interim  leadership  options  open  to  the 
jurisdiction  include  assigning  an  active 
bishop  such  as  Bishop  Oliphint  or  a  re¬ 
tired  bishop  to  serve  the  Louisiana  area 
during  the  coming  year. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  is  one 
of  five  geographical  divisions  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States.  It  covers  an  8-state  area  and  is 
composed  of  10  episcopal  areas. 
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UM  giants  thrive  6 side-by-side’  in  downtown  Tulsa 


Burundi  church 
needs  projects 
creating  income 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following  story, 
last  in  a  series,  tells  of  the  human  side 
of  the  global  economic  crisis  affecting 
United  Methodist  partner  churches. 

By  CHARLES  LERRIGO 

Mr.  Niyonkuru  had  finished  his  basic 
education.  But,  at  age  27,  with  three  chil¬ 
dren  and  a  wife  to  support,  he  was  hav¬ 
ing  trouble  finding  a  job. 

Jacqueline  Bazirakumbona,  a  former 
Roman  Catholic,  also  had  an  education— 
but  no  job. 

Today  both  are  part  of  a  development 
project  to  train  auto  mechanics  that  the 
United  Methodists  in  Burundi  hope  will 
provide  not  only  sustenance  for  individ¬ 
uals  but  income  for  the  church's  own 
needs  and  outreach. 

“What  the  churches  in  America  need 
to  do,”  asserts  UM  Bishop  Alfred  Ndori- 
cimpa  of  Burundi,  “is  to  help  African 
churches  create  projects  that  will  gener¬ 
ate  income,  not  dependency.  We  don’t 
want  mothers  and  fathers;  we  want 
brothers  and  sisters. 

‘Our  people  are  giving  beyond  what 
they  have  because  they  feel  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  their  church,”  the  bishop  said. 
“They  know  it  is  not  a  ‘missionary’ 
church  but  an  indigenous  church— their 
own  church." 

The  church  overseas,  in  Burundi  and 
elsewhere,  is  taking  in  new  members  at  a 
rate  that  far  surpasses  church  growth  in 
the  United  States.  But  until  it  is  able  to 
gain  economic  self-sufficiency,  it  needs  fi¬ 
nancial  assistance  from  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  America.  The  bishops'  appeal  will 
be  helping  the  church  help  itself. 

Gifts  to  the  Bishops’  appeal  for  Part¬ 
ner  Churches  in  Crisis  should  be  submit¬ 
ted  through  the  annual  conference 
treasurer  for  forwarding  to  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 
Checks  shold  be  designated  for  Partner 
Churches  in  Crisis  No.  010068-0. 

Charles  Lerrigo  is  a  staff  writer  with 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


the 

First-quarter  giving 
of  UMs  totals  $14.2  million 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)— United 
Methodists  in  the  United  States  and 
Puerto  Rico  gave  $14.2  million  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1987  to  underwrite  na¬ 
tional  and  worldwide  programs  of  their 
church. 

The  total,  according  to  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration, 
was  about  $40,000  more  than  was  given 
through  March  31,  1986.  Receipts  in  the 
eight  funds  apportioned  to  congregations 
were  up  14.7  percent.  Increases  were  re¬ 
corded  also  in  support  for  four  of  12  vol¬ 
untary  programs,  while  the  other  eight 
declined. 

Public  relations  honors 
go  to  United  Methodists 

PHILADELPHIA  (UMNS)— United 
Methodist  Communications  staff  mem¬ 
bers  won  two  of  seven  grand  prize 
awards  April  10  in  competition  of  the  in¬ 
ternational  Religious  Public  Relations 
Council. 

Southern  Baptist  communicators  won 
the  top  number  of  awards,  taking  36  of 
96  aWards  and  four  grand  prizes.  United 
Methodists  came  in  second  in  total 
awards  with  12. 

William  R.  Richards,  director  of  the 
UMCom  Office  of  Public  Relations,  won 
the  Best  of  Class  award  in  the  public  re¬ 
lations  campaign  class  for  the  “Catch 
the  Spirit"  media  campaign.  J.  Fred 
Rowles,  a  producer  at  UMCom,  won  the 
Best  of  Class  grand  prize  in  the  audiovi¬ 
sual  category  for  a  videotape,  "Behold,  I 
make  all  things  new,”  produced  for  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Emory  University  to  honor 
oldest  living  UM  bishop 

ATLANTA— UM-related  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  plans  to  celebrate  the  upcoming 
birthday  of  the  denomination's  oldest  liv¬ 
ing  bishop. 

Retired  Bishop  Nolan  B.  Harmon  turns 
95  July  14.  The  Atlanta  school  has  de¬ 
clared  April  24  “Bishop  Harmon  Day.” 


PHOTO  BY  SCOTT  BROWN 

TULSA,  Okla.— Boston  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  offers  a  respite 
care  program  for  handicapped  children  and  their  siblings  to  give  parents  “a 
night  out"  twice  a  month.  Boston  Avenue  UMC  and  neighboring  First  UMC 
both  offer  a  rich  variety  of  specialty  ministries  to  residents  of  the  Tulsa 
area. 


week,  along  with  a  radio  tape-delayed 
broadcast  on  Sunday  afternoon.  Dr.  Bus- 
kirk  is  stopped  often  in  public  by  non- 
United  Methodists  who  want  to  comment 
on  his  message. 

"You  have  to  have  a  strong  pulpit  to 
be  a  good  downtown  church,”  said  the 
Rev.  R.  Wade  Pascal,  the  executive  min¬ 
ister  who  directs  First  UMC’s  adult 
learning  program. 

Even  babies  ‘study’  Bible 

Both  congregations  focus  on  educa¬ 
tional  opportunities  for  their  members. 

Boston  Avenue  UMC  emphasizes  a 
broad  range,  from  a  classic  Sunday-school 
curriculum  using  United  Methodist  mate¬ 
rials  to  a  mid-week  School  of  Continuing 
Education,  which  offers  70  courses  for 
more  than  800  adults.  Classes  range  from 
instruction  on  Bible  &  The  Church  to  how¬ 
to  sessions  on  creating  stained-glass  win¬ 
dows  and  cake  decorating. 

Dr.  Biggs  rotates  through  the  Boston 
Avenue  UMC  Sunday  school,  teaching  his 
popular  four-month  Bible  survey  course. 

First  UMC  stresses  Bible-basic  course 
content  for  its  record-setting  Sunday 
school.  Dr.  Pascal  has  designed  the  cur¬ 
riculum  around  a  series  of  two-month 
course  blocks.  Trained  lay  teachers  ro¬ 
tate  through  the  classes. 

Dr.  Buskirk,  a  former  dean  of  theology 
at  UM-related  Candler  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  Atlanta  as  well  as  at  Oral  Roberts 
University,  called  Dr.  Pascal’s  unusual 
“block”  curriculum  "startling  and  cre¬ 
ative.” 

“And  the  classes  are  almost  churches 
within  themselves,”  the  senior  pastor 
said.  “They  really  care  about  each  other.” 

First  UMC  starts  its  educational  pro¬ 
gram  with  a  “Baby  Bible  Class”  for  in¬ 
fants  as  young  as  6  months  and  continues 
through  an  intensive  Lay  Institute  For 
Equipping  For  Ministry.  It  is  designed  to 
"equip  each  Christian  personally  and 
train  each  Christian  for  ministry.” 

‘Fix  your  car,  get  you  a  job’ 

Innovative  ministries  at  both  churches 
put  members  to  work,  literally. 

“I  don't  know  of  another  church  that 
cares  for  people  like  we  do,”  said  Art 
Radabaugh,  a  First  UMC  layman. 
“Where  else  could  you  get  your  car  fixed 
and  be  helped  to  get  a  job?” 

He  was  referring  to  just  two  unusual 
programs  in  the  congregation’s  commu¬ 
nity  services— Jobs  First  and  Used  Car 
ministries. 

“The  common  purpose  to  both,”  Mr. 
Radabaugh  told  more  than  1,100  wor¬ 
shipers,  “is  to  share  the  wonderful  love 
of  Jesus  at  the  same  time  Jesus  is  meet¬ 
ing  the  needs  of  those  who  need  us.” 

First  UMC,  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Buskirk, 
puts  an  active  “face  on  mission.”  It  di¬ 
rectly  supports  47  missionary  programs 
beyond  the  UM  connectional  ministries  it 
helps  fund  through  apportionments. 

For  instance,  First  UMC  recently  had  a 
missionary  team  in  Costa  Rica,  building 
an  educational  wing  on  a  local  church. 

First  UMC  members  feel  an  emotional 
investment  in  those  programs,  Dr.  Buskirk 
indicated.  They  “know”  who  they  are  help¬ 
ing,  and  they  give  generously  as  a  result. 

Boston  Avenue  UMC  has  also  charted 
special  territory  with  its  emphasis  on 
service  in  the  Tulsa  community. 

“Our  staff  is  always  looking  for  a 
group  that  is  not  being  ministered  to,” 
Dr.  Biggs  said. 

Boston  Avenue  UMC  offers  a  weekly 
"respite  care  program”  for  parents  of 
children  who  have  to  be  cared  for  24 
hours  a  day.  For  parents  of  some  of  the 
20-plus  youngsters  enrolled,  it  is  the  only 
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TULSA,  Okla.— First  United  Methodist  Church’s  classic  cathedral  sanctuary  brims  to  overflowing  at  Sunday 
morning  worship  service.  First  UMC  and  its  neighbor  two  blocks  away,  Boston  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church, 
combine  to  attract  more  than  4,000  worshipers  on  most  Sunday  mornings. 


relief  they  receive. 

“One  mother  said  she  just  goes  home 
and  soaks  in  a  hot  bath  for  an  hour,”  Dr. 
Biggs  related.  “It’s  the  only  time  she  has 
to  herself.” 

On  a  recent  weekend,  the  Rev.  Gordon 
Spencer,  who  heads  Boston  Avenue’s  spe¬ 
cial  ministries,  brought  in  Dr.  John 
Bradshaw,  a  family  psychologist,  to  con¬ 
duct  a  two-day  workshop  entitled  “Mak¬ 
ing  Healthy  Families  Healthier.” 

Dr.  Bradshaw,  who  appears  regularly 
on  the  Public  Broadcasting  System,  won 
accolades  from  his  audience  for  a  pene¬ 
trating  analysis  of  common  family  prob¬ 
lems  and  ways  to  deal  with  them. 

Boston  Avenue  also  has  ministries  to 
parents  of  murdered  children,  divorced 
people,  the  deaf,  single  parents,  parents 
anonymous  and  survivors  of  suicide.  Ev¬ 
ery  Monday  evening  the  church  sends  a 
medical-dental  team  to  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  clinic  on  the  city’s  north  side  to  dis¬ 
pense  free  medical  and  dental  care. 

Church  as  ‘shopping  mall’ 

Dr.  Biggs  compares  the  successful 
downtown  church  to  a  modern  shopping 
mall.  He  sees  worship  as  the  large  de¬ 
partment  store  that  meets  the  needs  of 
most  of  its  “customers”  and  the  variety 
of  ministries  as  the  “specialty  shops” 
that  address  special  problems.  He  hopes 
there  is  something  to  appeal  to  everyone. 

The  Boston  Avenue  minister  carries 
that  marketing  concept  one  step  farther. 

“Charles  Allen  (former  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston)  once 
said,  ‘One  of  the  secrets  is  knowing  the  kind 
of  people  who  will  come  to  hear  you 
preach,’  ”  Dr.  Biggs  said.  “But  if  we  believe 
that  all  of  us  are  God’s  children,  then  I 
don’t  think  it  is  wrong  to  make  our  appeal 
to  all  of  the  different  kinds  of  markets." 

He  said  the  43  United  Methodist 


churches  in  Tulsa  all  have  their  markets. 

Boston  Avenue  UMC  gets  40  percent  of 
its  new  members  from  other  United 
Methodist  congregations,  mostly  people 
moving  to  Tulsa,  Dr.  Biggs  said.  Another 
20  percent  join  by  profession  of  faith. 

Described  as  the  "mainstream”  UM 
church  in  the  city,  Boston  Avenue  has  a 
reputation  as  the  “maker  of  bishops.” 
Five  of  its  senior  ministers  have  been 
elected  to  the  episcopacy:  the  Rev.  Bas- 
com  Watts,  the  Rev.  Paul  V.  Galloway, 
the  Rev.  Finis  Crutchfield,  the  Rev.  J. 
Chess  Lovern  and  the  Rev.  John  Russell. 

By  contrast,  First  UMC  has  a  reputation 
for  free  worship  expressions— spontane¬ 
ous  praise,  hand  clapping,  uplifted  arms — 
in  a  distinctly  Methodist  setting.  Sixty  per¬ 
cent  of  its  new  members  are  attracted 
from  other  denominations,  with  another  20 
percent  coming  on  profession  of  faith. 

“Most  (of  the  80  percent)  are  joining 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  down¬ 
town  Tulsa,”  Dr.  Buskirk  said,  “not  the 
denomination.”  He  said  the  denomina¬ 
tion  is  reaping  the  benefit. 

“We’re  becoming  more  of. a  United 
Methodist  Church,"  Dr.  Buskirk  said. 


“We  are  totally  supportive  of  the  confer¬ 
ence,  and  we  have  increased  our  giving 
to  apportioned  funds  by  $95,000  in  the 
past  V/i  years.” 

Dr.  Biggs  said  he  believes  that  Boston 
Avenue  UMC  and  other  large  United 
Methodist  congregations  are  growing 
fast  because  of  the  specialized  ministries 
they  can  offer— “God  at  work  in  people’s 
lives.”  His  own  congregation  has  grown 
from  6,707  members  at  the  close  of  1984 
to  7,212  through  March  of  this  year. 

At  First  UMC,  which  has  grown  from 
5,501  at  the  close  of  1984  to  more  than 
6,100  at  the  end  of  1986,  Dr.  Buskirk  and 
his  team  phrase  a  similar  message  in 
their  unique  fashion:  “Preach  Christ,  and 
take  Him  to  people  in  need.” 

“The  basic  business  of  the  church,”  Dr. 
Buskirk  said,  “is  to  enable  people  to  be 
made  whole. 

“The  only  way  you  do  that  is  in  Christ. 
Christianity  makes  all  things  new,  and 
Christian  discipleship  enables  us  to 
achieve  our  full  potential.” 

It  also  serves  to  create  dynamic 
churches,  like  the  two  giants  of  United 
Methodism  in  downtown  Tulsa. 


church  today 


Events  are  to  include  a  special  worship 
in  Cannon  Chapel  at  Emory’s  Candler 
School  of  Theology;  tributes  by  students, 
alumni  and  faculty;  and  the  presentation 
of  a  commemorative  scrapbook. 

Bishop  Harmon  has  taught  practical 
theology  and  United  Methodist  denomi¬ 
national  structure  at  Candler  since  his 
retirement  as  an  “active”  bishop  in  1964. 

Bishop  Harmon,  editor  of  the  two-vol¬ 
ume  “Encyclopedia  of  World  Methodism,” 
published  in  1974,  was  ordained  in  1918  and 
elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1956.  He 
served  as  pastor  of  churches  in  Virginia 
and  Maryland  and  as  bishop  of  the  West¬ 
ern  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  North¬ 
ern  Alabama  and  Kentucky  conferences. 

From  1940  to  1956  Bishop  Harmon  was 
book  editor  of  The  Methodist  Church.  He 
served  on  the  editorial  boards  of  the  1935 
Methodist  Hymnal,  Interpreter’s  Bible 
and  Book  of  Discipline  (1940-56). 

Gerald  Moede  to  resign 
from  COCU  leadership 

NEW  ORLEANS  (UMR)— The  Rev. 
Gerald  F.  Moede,  general  secretary  of 
the  Consultation  on  Church  Union  for  13 
years,  has  indicated  his  intention  to  re¬ 
sign  in  1988. 

Dr.  Moede,  a  United  Methodist,  for¬ 
merly  was  on  the  staff  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

The  consultation  consists  of  nine  de¬ 
nominations,  including  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  seeking  union  in  a  church 
described  as  "truly  evangelical,  truly 
catholic  and  truly  reformed.”  The  ecu¬ 
menical  body  adopted  a  “consensus"  doc¬ 
ument  in  1984  which  it  is  asking 
appropriate  policymaking  groups  within 
the  member  denominations  to  vote  on. 
The  1988  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  expected  to  act  on  the  COCU 
document. 

Retired  UM  publisher 
Lovick  Pierce  dies  at  83 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Lovick  Pierce, 
83,  president  and  publisher  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  from  1956 


until  his  retirement  in  1970,  died  in  Nash¬ 
ville  April  14. 

Dr.  Pierce’s  relationship  to  Methodist 
publishing  spanned  nearly  50  years.  He 
began  work  with  the  Publishing  House  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  in  1921,  served  as  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Dallas  store  1929-46  and  was 
publishing  agent  1946-56,  when  he  was 
elected  to  the  newly  created  post  of  pres¬ 
ident  and  publisher. 

Leading  up  to  the  union  of  the  former 
Methodist  and  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Churches  in  1968,  Dr.  Pierce  served 
on  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  Union. 

Native  American  nominated 
as  United  Methodist  bishop 

TEMPE,  Ariz.  (UMNS)— The  Rev. 
Thomas  White  Wolf  Fassett,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Alaska  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  is 
being  nominated  to  the  episcopacy,  the 
church’s  highest  office,  which  has  never 
been  filled  by  a  Native  American. 

The  Native  American  International 
Caucus  recommended  Mr.  Fassett  during 
its  annual  meeting  April  10-12.  Bishops 
are  elected  every  four  years  to  fill  vacan¬ 
cies  caused  by  deaths  or  retirement. 

The  Native  American  caucus  specifi¬ 
cally  encouraged  Mr.  Fassett’s  election 
in  the  Western  Jurisdictional  Conference 
July  12-15, 1988,  in  San  Diego,  Calif. 

Huston-Tillotson  College 
president  to  retire  in  1988 

AUSTIN,  Texas— Dr.  John  Q.  Taylor 
King,  the  longest  tenured  president  of 
United  Methodist-related  Huston-Tillot¬ 
son  College,  will  retire  in  June  1988. 

Dr.  King,  65,  grew  up  six  blocks  from 
the  campus  and  became  its  president  in 
1965.  He  had  been  a  faculty  member  of 
Huston-Tillotson  since  1947. 

He  is  a  member  of  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Austin  and  is  a  for¬ 
mer  lay  leader  of  the  Southwest  Texas 
conference.  He  served  as  president  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  from  1972- 
1980  and  as  a  member  of  the  University 
Senate  for  four  years. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

TULSA,  Okla.— In  many  of  America’s 
cities,  people  just  won’t  go  to  downtown 
churches. 

But  that’s  not  true  in  Tulsa. 

In  fact,  two  of  United  Methodism’s 
most  vigorous  congregations  are  within 
a  church  bell’s  peal  of  one  another  in 
downtown  Tulsa. 

Just  four  blocks  apart,  First  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Boston  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  attracted  more 
than  4,000  worshipers  on  a  recent  Sunday 
morning. 

First  UMC  had  its  usual  Sunday  school 
attendance,  too— more  than  2,300. 

First  UMC,  Tulsa,  had  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  largest  average  church-school  at¬ 
tendance  for  1985 — the  latest  figures 
available— with  2,275,  said  Daniel  A. 
Nielsen,  director  of  the  UM  statistics  de¬ 
partment.  Boston  Avenue  UMC  was 
eighth  on  that  national  list  with  an  aver¬ 
age  turnout  of  1,431. 

Part  of  the  reason  is  a  remarkable 
freeway  system  which  empties  at  the 
doorsteps  of  the  churches. 

“We’re  really  blessed  by  being  at  the 
hub  of  the  (highway)  wheel,”  said  the 
Rev.  Stan  Cosby,  a  preaching  associate 
at  First  UMC. 

The  proximity  of  the  two  "aflame” 
congregations  is  related  to  the  historic 
division  and  later  reunion  of  what  be¬ 
came  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Boston  Avenue  UMC  was  part  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  First 
UMC  was  related  to  the  Methodist  Prot¬ 
estant  Church.  The  two  became  part  of 
the  same  denomination  in  1939  when  The 
Methodist  Church  was  formed. 

Observers  of  both  describe  their  vigor 
as  a  testimony  to  the  power  of  congrega¬ 
tions  actively  reaching  out  to  carefully 
defined  “markets”  with  powerful 
preaching,  strong  teaching  and  a  rich  va¬ 
riety  of  special  ministries. 
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TULSA,  Okla.— A  knitting  class  is  one  of  the  70  courses  offered  in  the 
spring  and  fall  as  part  of  Boston  Avenue  UMC’s  School  of  Continuing  Edu¬ 
cation.  The  school,  a  ministry  of  the  7,200-member  United  Methodist 
church,  has  an  enrollment  of  about  900  for  each  six-week  session. 
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Both  have  histories  of  having  outstand¬ 
ing  senior  ministers. 


o  came  to  First 
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‘An  outstanding  talker’ 

The  Rev.  M.  Mouzon  Biggs  Jr.,  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Avenue  UMC  since  1980,  and  the  Rev. 
James  B.  Buskirk,  who  came  to  First 
UMC  almost  three 
years  ago  from  the 
seminary  deanship  at 
Oral  Roberts  Univer¬ 
sity,  are  both  regarded 
as  topflight  preachers. 

“He’s  just  an  out-  , 

standing  talker,"  Bos-  v 
ton  Avenue  layman  fl 

Herbert  Mohan  said  of  Jk*  VI 

Dr.  Biggs.  “And  he  Mouzon  Biggs 
teaches  a  Bible  class  that  has  almost  as 
many  visitors  as  regular  members.  If 
you  get  there  late,  you  might  have  to 
bring  your  own  chair.” 

Many  visitors  come  because  they  reg¬ 
ularly  watch  Dr.  Biggs  and  Boston  Ave¬ 
nue’s  services  on  television  each  Sunday 
morning. 

At  First  UMC,  demand  for  recordings 
of  Dr.  Buskirk’s  sermons  is  so  great  that 
Jose  Banales,  the 
church’s  audiovisual 
specialist,  hurriedly 
duplicates  them  on 
cassettes  so  worship¬ 
ers  may  take  them  as 
they  leave  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  just  minutes  after 
Dr.  Buskirk  has  fin¬ 
ished. 

First  UMC  re-broad¬ 
casts  its  services  on  a  Tulsa  cable  TV  re¬ 
ligious-access  channel  four  times  each 
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WALTER  L.  UNDERWOOD 


1925  - 1987 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood,  presid-  strumental  in  bringing  such  renowned 
ing  bishop  of  the  585  United  Methodist  leaders  as  Sommers  White,  Speed  Leas, 


churches  in  Louisiana,  died  on  Wednes¬ 
day  morning,  April  15, 1987,  at  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  in  Houston,  Texas. 

Bishop  Underwood  was  born  in  Mur¬ 
ray,  Kentucky  on  August  9,  1925.  After 
graduating  from  high  school  in  Jackson, 
Tennessee,  he  received  degrees  from  the 
University  of  Virginia  (Bachelor  of  Arts), 
Southern  Methodist  University  (Master 
of  Divinity),  Texas  Wesleyan  College 
(Doctor  of  Divinity),  Lambuth  College 
(Doctor  of  Letters),  and  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  of  Louisiana  (Doctor  of  Humane 
Letters). 

Prior  to  his  election  to  the  episcopacy 
at  the  Jurisdictional  Conference  held  in 
Lubbock,  Texas  in  1984,  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  served  as  Senior  Minister  of  the 
8,000-member  St.  Luke’s  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Houston,  Texas.  In  addition 
to  his  pastorate.  Bishop  Underwood 
served  as  Senior  Pastor  of  the  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Ft.  Worth,  Texas; 
was  Senior  Minister  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Wichita  Falls,  Tex¬ 
as;  served  as  District  Superintendent  of 
the  Dallas/Southwest  District;  was  Pas¬ 
tor  of  Waples  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Denison,  Texas;  and  prior 
to  that  served  as  Associate  Pastor  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas, 
Texas  with  Dr.  Robert  Goodrich. 

Bishop  Underwood  was  elected  from 
three  different  annual  conferences  as 
delegate  to  the  General  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  During  his  ministry. 
Bishop  Underwood  travelled  extensively 
in  Europe,  the  Middle  East,  and  the  Holy 
Land.  He  was  one  who  had  the  distinct 
privilege  of  preaching  in  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Since  coming  to  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  as  its  Episcopal  leader  in  August  of 
1984,  Bishop  Underwood  led  the  138,000 
United  Methodists  in  a  number  of  major 
accomplishments  beginning  with  chal¬ 
lenging  the  clergy  and  laity  alike  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  record  number  of  new  Sunday 
Schools.  As  a  result  of  his  strong  empha¬ 
sis  on  Christian  education,  more  than  437 
new  Sunday  Schools  were  established  in 
the  Conference  in  less  than  two  years.  At 
his  initiative,  Rally  ’87,  a  national  con¬ 
vention  of  more  than  2,000  persons 
gathered  together  in  Houston  for  two 
days  of  instruction  and  inspiration. 

One  of  the  major  goals  of  Bishop  Un¬ 
derwood  was  to  provide  adequate  train¬ 
ing  in  continuing  education  for  the 
ministers  of  the  Conference.  He  was  in- 


Robert  Paul  and  other  outstanding  indi¬ 
viduals  to  conduct  seminars  and  work¬ 
shops  on  various  subjects  that  would  be 
of  significance  and  importance  to  the 
total  life  of  a  minister. 

One  of  the  major  goals  and  dreams  of 
Bishop  Underwood  was  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  Conference  Retreat  Center 
where  Methodists  from  throughout  the 
state  might  gather  together  for  instruc¬ 
tion,  training,  worship  and  fellowship. 
For  nearly  two  years,  a  committee  has 
been  busy  searching  out  possible  sites  for 
such  a  retreat  center,  and  even  though 
none  has  been  secured  to  date,  it  is  still 
the  purpose  and  the  aim  of  this  Confer¬ 
ence  to  eventually  erect  such  a  retreat 
center.  One  of  Bishop  Underwood’s  last 
requests  was  that  memorial  gifts  be  giv¬ 
en  to  the  Conference  Retreat  Center. 

Under  the  guidance  and  ministry  of 
Bishop  Underwood,  a  beautiful  new 
episcopal  residence  in  Baton  Rouge  was 
completed  and  now  serves  as  a  comfort¬ 
able  and  lovely  home  for  the  leaders  of 
Louisiana  Methodism. 

A  strong  believer  in  good  government 
and  the  important  part  that  the  church 
could  play  in  supporting  elected  offi¬ 
cials,  Bishop  Underwood,  along  with  the 
Conference  Legislative  Liaison  Commit¬ 
tee,  hosted  a  coffee  for  all  senators  and 
representatives  at  the  beginning  of  each 
legislative  session.  He  wanted  these  state 
leaders  to  know  of  his  interest  and  sup¬ 
port  in  the  work  that  they  were  doing  for 
the  improvement  of  our  state. 

Bishop  Underwood  has  authored  many 
publications  but  two  of  his  recent  books 
have  become  very  popular.  One  is  The 
Contemporary  Twelve,  which  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  1984  by  Abingdon  Press,  and  the 
latest,  also  published  by  Abingdon  Press 
in  1987  is  Being  Human,  Being  Hopeful. 

Bishop  Underwood  was  a  great  believ¬ 
er  in  the  power  and  the  impact  of  the 
media.  He  was  always  ready  and  willing 
to  be  interviewed  by  members  of  the 
press  and  television.  Those  of  the  media 
who  worked  closely  with  him  were  ap¬ 
preciative  of  his  directness,  frankness 
and  honesty  in  dealing  with  important 
matters.  He  was  one  who  used  the  media 
in  communicating  with  churches  as  evi¬ 
denced  by  the  cassette  tape  that  was  dis¬ 
tributed  to  all  United  Methodist  churches 
in  Louisiana  to  express  his  greetings 
upon  his  arrival. 

Known  for  his  innovative  and  creative 
ideas,  Bishop  Underwood  inaugurated  a 
series  of  pre-legislative  sessions  held  in 
each  district  prior  to  Annual  Conference. 


Attention  Youth  &  Adults 


Volunteers  in  Mission  Opportunity 


A  week-long  special  event.  Harvest  of 
Hope,  offers  a  unique  challenge  to  teams 
of  five  senior  high  (grades  9-12)  youth 
and  one  adult  leader  this  summer.  The 
event  will  take  place  the  week  of  July 
19-25  at  Christian  Life  Fellowship  Center 
near  Mer  Rouge,  Louisiana,  and  will  fo¬ 
cus  on  the  gleaning  of  food  crops  in  the 
area  and  intensive  study  of  the  many  as¬ 
pects  of  world  hunger.  The  gleaned  food 
will  go  to  feed  the  hungry. 

Although  the  week  will  be  creatively 
centered  around  work,  study  and  wor¬ 
ship,  there  will  be  opportunity  for  relax¬ 
ation  in  a  beautiful  retreat  location 
complete  with  air  conditioned  rooms  and 
facilities  for  outdoor  activities  such  as 
canoeing,  games,  etc. 


Harvest  of  Hope,  a  project  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  of  St.  Andrew,  has  been  a  tremen¬ 
dously  satisfying  experience  for  many  in 
the  past.  It  addresses  an  issue  that 
should  be  a  major  concern  to  all  Chris¬ 
tians.  Why  not  give  it  a  try?  Catch  the 
spirit  of  Harvest  of  Hope! 

But  hurry!  The  May  1  deadline  for  reg¬ 
istration  is  fast  approaching.  Registra¬ 
tion  forms  and  information  can  be 
obtained  through  your  District  Global 
Ministries  Chairperson.  If  there  are  addi¬ 
tional  questions,  please  contact  Rev. 
Rick  Hebert  (504)  652-6560;  Rev.  Bill  Wil¬ 
lis,  (318)  389-5762;  or  Jim  Moore,  (318) 
323-9479.  There  is  also  a  slide/tape  pre¬ 
sentation  available  through  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Resource  Center,  (504)  346-1646. 


UM’s  Asked  to  Volunteer 


for  Area  Special  Olympics 


Southeastern  Louisiana  University  in 
Hammond  will  be  the  site  of  the  1987  Louisi¬ 
ana  Special  Olympics  State  Summer 
Games  on  May  21-23, 1987.  Approximate¬ 
ly  2,200  athletes,  600  coaches,  1,500  fam¬ 
ily  members  and  hundreds  of  volunteers 
will  be  in  Hammond  that  weekend. 

Athletes  will  compete  in  Athletics 
(Track  and  Field),  Bowling,  Gymnastics, 
and  Soccer.  They  will  participate  in 
Demonstration  Sports  of  Canoeing, 
Weightlifting,  Tennis,  Cycling,  Table 
Tennis  and  Roller  Skating.  The  Special 
Olympians  will  participate  in  Sports 
Clinics,  Olympic  Town,  Victory  Dance, 
and  Special  Entertainment. 

Opening  Ceremonies  and  Parade  of 
Athletes  will  be  on  Thursday  night,  May 
21  in  Strawberry  Stadium.  Competition 
will  begin  on  Friday  morning,  May  22,  at 
8:00  a.m.  at  sites  all  over  campus  and  at 
the  Super  Bowl  Lanes. 

Hundreds  of  volunteers  will  be  needed 
in  a  variety  of  jobs  during  the  weekend. 
For  more  information  on  how  to  volun¬ 
teer  call  1-800-345-6644  or  write  Louisi¬ 


ana  Special  Olympics,  1110  West  Morris 
Street,  Hammond.  LA  70403. 

Special  Olympics,  an  international 
year  round  program  of  sports  training 
and  atheletic  competition  for  the  men¬ 
tally  retarded,  was  begun  in  1968  by  the 
Joseph  P.  Kennedy,  Jr.  Foundation.  The 
first  Games,  in  which  Louisiana  sent  fif¬ 
teen  athletes,  was  held  at  Soldier  Field  in 
Chicago.  Since  then  Special  Olympics  In¬ 
ternational  involves  more  than  one  mil¬ 
lion  athletes  with  20,000  +  of  them 
being  involved  in  Louisiana  Special 
Olympics. 

Louisiana  hosted  the  1983  Internation¬ 
al  Summer  Special  Olympics  Games  at 
LSU  in  Baton  Rouge  in  which  4,500  Spe¬ 
cial  Olympians  from  the  United  States 
(all  50  states  and  U.S.  territories  and  pos¬ 
sessions)  and  approximately  50  foreign 
countries  competed.  The  1987  ISSO 
Games  will  be  held  at  the  University  of 
Notre  Dame  and  St.  Mary’s  College  in 
South  Bend,  Indiana  from  July  31-August 
8, 1987. 


Bishop  Underwood 


The  purpose  of  these  sessions  was  to  in¬ 
form  delegates  to  Conference  of  the  up¬ 
coming  issues  that  would  be  discussed  at 
the  annual  meeting. 

Funeral  services  for  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  were  held  on  Friday,  April  17,  at 
St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston.  The  service  was  conducted  by 
Dr.  James  W.  Moore  with  bishops  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  being  in  atten¬ 
dance  and  acting  as  honorary  pallbear¬ 
ers.  Interment  was  in  Dallas  on 
Saturday,  April  18  with  Bishop  W. 
McFerrin  Stowe  conducting  the  service. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Billye 
Kathryn  Whisnand;  three  sons,  Ron,  Don 
and  Walter  Lee  II;  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  Ima 
Jean  Ramer. 

In  recognition  of  the  outstanding  lead¬ 
ership  that  Bishop  Underwood  gave  not 
only  to  the  church  that  he  served,  but  to 
the  state  of  Louisiana,  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  in  session  on  Monday,  April 
20,  expressed  condolences  on  the  death 
of  Bishop  Underwood  with  the  following 
resolution. 


A  RESOLUTION 

To  express  the  sympathy  and 
condolences  of  the  Louisiana  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  family  of  the 
late  Bishop  Walter  Lee  Underwood. 
WHEREAS,  the  sudden  death  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  Walter  Lee  Under¬ 
wood  has  again  given  us  cause  to  reflect 
on  the  transitory  nature  of  man’s  brief 
passage  through  this  mortal  and  materi¬ 
al  world  and  to  review  and  reassess  our 
values  and  beliefs  with  respect  to  the 
ethereal  extension  of  life  that  awaits  us 
all;  and 

WHEREAS,  through  his  leadership, 
service,  and  devotion  as  bishop  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  since  Sep¬ 
tember  of  1984,  his  fellow  clergy  and  the 
members  of  his  church  and  his  congrega¬ 
tion  could  find  inspiration  and  hope  in  his 
ability  and  understanding  in  encounter¬ 
ing  issues  regarding  Southern  Methodist 
University,  nuclear  proliferation,  capital 
punishment,  and  the  place  of  charismat¬ 
ic  Christians  in  Methodist  churches;  and 
WHEREAS,  he  leaves  his  family,  his 
church,  and  his  country  the  legacy  of  a 
man  whose  courage  and  capability  had 
prepared  him  to  confront  the  problems  of 
his  day  with  solutions  for  tomorrow,  and 
his  life  will  be  noted  more  in  the  passage 
than  the  passing  as  he  answers  the  final 
call  of  his  God  to  join  those  who  have 
also  lived  and  served. 

THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Leg¬ 
islature  of  Louisiana  that  the  members 
of  this  honorable  body,  for  themselves 
and  for  the  citizens  of  Louisiana,  do  here¬ 
by  express  their  sympathy  and  extend 
their  condolences  to  Mrs.  Billye  Under¬ 
wood,  widow  of  Bishop  Walter  Lee  Un¬ 
derwood,  and  to  the  Underwood  family. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  a 
copy  of  this  Resolution  be  transmitted  to 
Mrs.  Billye  Underwood  and  the  Under¬ 
wood  family. 


Death 

"All  of  us  will  die  some  day,  simply  because  we  are  human.  There  is  no 
escape  from  the  mortality  of  our  humanity.  The  ultimate  question  of  life  is  the 
ultimate  question  of  death  . . . 

"Have  you  ever  felt  that  perhaps  you  were  literally  at  death’s  door?  Or  have 
you  ever  watched  another  person  die?  Do  you  know  the  experience  of  panic, 
dread,  reluctance,  and  regret  that  human  beings  feel  when  they  think  they  are 
about  to  die?  Because  we  all  are  human,  there  is  no  escape  —  we  must  face  the 
question  of  our  death. 

In  the  Bible  we  read,  "This  mortal  must  put  on  immortality”  (I  Cor.  15:53b); 
"Christ  has  completely  abolished  death,  and  has  now,  through  the  gospel, 
opened  to  us  men  the  shining  possibilities  of  the  life  that  is  eternal”  (II  Tim. 
1:10  Phillips);  "Death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory”  (I  Cor.  15:54c).  Our  faith  tells 
us  we  shall  live  on  in  a  personal,  conscious  life  beyond  the  grave.  Yet  this  is  not 
just  a  matter  of  faith,  for  there  is  also  compelling  evidence  —  evidence  in  the 
intellect,  the  heart,  and  the  conscience  —  the  physical  death  is  not  the  end,  but 
the  beginning  of  a  new  and  different  life. 

There  is  the  evidence  of  the  indestructible  nature  of  love.  Time  and  space 
cannot  destroy  love.  Love  in  itself  possesses  an  immortality.  Death  cannot 
separate  us  from  those  we  love  because  death  cannot  kill  what  never  dies. 

The  first  disciples  felt  a  tremendous  bond  of  love  with  the  risen  Christ,  and 
rightly  so.  It  was  not  only  their  love  for  him  but,  more  important,  his  love  for 
them  —  a  love  that  could  not  be  destroyed,  that  was  indestructible,  imperish¬ 
able.  Paul  spoke  of  this  magnificently: 

Who  shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ?  Shall  tribulation,  or 
distress,  or  persecution,  or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword?  . . . 
Nay,  in  all  these  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that 
loved  us.  For  I  am  persuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor 
principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor 
height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.  (Rom.  8:35,  37-39) 

I  always  read  those  words  at  a  funeral  service.  Each  time,  I  am  amazed  at 
their  freshness;  love  is  indestructible,  and  nothing  can  separate  us  from  the 
love  of  God,  not  even  death.  And  nothing  can  separate  us  from  the  love  of  those 
we  love,  because  while  that  love  is  but  a  dim  reflection  of  God’s  love,  it  also  is 
indestructible. 

The  understanding  of  the  indestructibility  of  love  offers  compelling  evidence 
of  life  beyond  the  grave.” 

Walter  L.  Underwood,  Bishop  of 
The  Louisiana  Area  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Being  Human,  Being  Hopeful 
Abingdon  Press,  1987 
Pages  107-109 


Around  the  Conference 


One  of  Louisiana’s  United  Methodists 
has  been  chosen  the  1987  Louisiana  State 
Mother  of  the  Year.  Delores  Chadsey  of 
Shreveport  is  very  active  at  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  in  Shreveport. 


Hard  at  work!!  The  Bethel  Bible  Series  Group  at  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  has  28  members  who  meet  every  Monday  night.  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell  is  the  pastor. 


Ronald  Jewell  pushes  his  98-year  old 
grandmother,  Leona  Milam,  up  the  new 
ramp  at  New  Roads  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  Howard  L.  Hudson  is  the 
pastor. 


“John  Wesley,”  portrayed  by  Bill  Vance,  visited  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Mansfield,  at  a  recent  morning  worship  service.  Shown  above,  are  Bill  Vance,  as 
John  Wesley,  and  Bob  Galatas,  Pastor. 


Louis  Smith,  newly  elected  President  of  the  Uptown  United  Methodist  Men’s  fel¬ 
lowship,  New  Orleans,  participated  in  an  unusual  event  in  Mandeville,  Jamiaca.  It 
was  one  of  the  first  “twinnings”  to  take  place  in  that  country. 

In  a  “twinning”  one  representative  of  the  United  Methodist  Men’s  fellowship  com¬ 
mits  himself  and  his  local  fellowship  to  the  support  of  his  twin  church  in  whatever 
capacity  it  is  needed  —  whether  it  is  with  prayer,  ideas,  local  projects,  or  a  phone 
call  to  the  twin  fellowship. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  choirs  of  Newman  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alexandria  presented  their 
annual  Easter  cantata  on  Sunday,  April 
12  during  the  morning  worship  service. 
“Then  Came  Sunday,”  written  by  Rodger 
Strader  and  arranged  and  orchestrated 
by  Bob  Krogstad,  was  directed  by  Connie 
Chenevert,  accompanied  by  Sylvia  Irvin, 
and  narrated  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Wilbur 
Davis. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Springfield  United  Methodist  Church 
have  been  hosting  "Gospel  Singings”  ev¬ 
ery  second  Friday  of  the  month.  The 
Barber  Brothers,  The  Fishermen,  and 
The  Jubilees  have  shared  their  witness 
through  song.  Rev.  R.  Laney  Kuhn  is  the 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  of 


Buras  held  special  noon  devotionals  and  a 
Maundy  Thursday  service  during  the 
Holy  Week.  The  noon  devotionals  were  a 
first  in  the  community  and  were  well  at¬ 
tended.  Rev.  Donald  Morgan  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

•  •  * 

The  New  Orleans/Houma  and  the  New 
Orleans/Slidell  Districts  are  sponsoring 
Rev.  Jim  Beal  to  lead  a  Bi-District  work¬ 
shop  for  "Covenant  Discipleship  Groups” 
on  May  8-9  at  First  Church,  New  Or¬ 


leans.  Cost  is  $13;  more  information  may 
be  obtained  by  contacting  Shirley  Jak- 
way  at  (504)  488-5430. 

The  Council  on  Worship  at  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  is 
sponsoring  a  bulletin  cover  contest.  De¬ 
signs  must  be  original  on  the  official 
forms  that  may  be  obtained  in  the 
church’s  office.  Themes  are  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  artists,  but  the  nature  and 
mission  of  the  total  church  will  be  given 


preference.  Dr.  Ray  Branton  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  observed  Black 
College  Emphasis  Sunday  on  March  22. 
It  was  intended  as  a  time  to  focus  atten¬ 
tion  upon  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Black  colleges.  Dr  William  A.  McMil- 
lian,  president  of  Rust  College  in  Holly 
Springs,  Mississippi,  served  as  the  guest 
preacher.  The  pastor  of  Camphor  is  Dr. 
Moses  T.  Jackson. 

*  •  * 

U.S.  Senator  John  Breaux  was  present¬ 
ed  with  a  copy  of  the  Methodist  Bishops’ 
statement  and  study  book.  In  Defense  of 
Creation  —  The  Nuclear  Crisis  and  a 
Just  Peace  by  the  Peace  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  University  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Here  I  Stand 


MAY  I,  1987 


What’s  distinctive  about  UMC? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  a  member  of  nine  different  Methodist  churches  in  my  44  years.  I  am 
not  a  true  United  Methodist,  however,  because  I  know  very  little  about  my  denomi¬ 
nation.  This  is  sad  but  true  of  many  United  Methodist  Church  members.  Would  you 
please  list  10  things  that  are  unique  to  the  United  Methodist  Church  when  compared 
to  other  mainline  denominations? 

David  N.  Hiebert 
Garland,  Texas 


That’s  a  good  question! 

Our  church’s  founder,  John  Wesley,  did 
not  leave  us  a  fixed  creed  to  which  all 
United  Methodists  must  declare  alle¬ 
giance.  As  a  result,  variations  of  this  ques¬ 
tion  have  been  posed  for  more  than  200 
years. 

Our  lack  of  doctrinal  rigidity  often  is 
mistaken  for  doctrinal  indifference,  or: 
“you  can  believe  most  anything  and  still 
be  a  United  Methodist.”  But  that  is  a 
misreading  of  who  we  are. 

United  Methodism  is  heir  to  2,000 
years  of  Christian  tradition  that  is 
shared  with  many  other  denominations. 
We  make  no  claim  to  a  corner  on  the 
market  of  Christian  truth. 

Consequently,  our  "uniqueness”  as  a 
denomination  may  best  be  viewed  in  the 
distinctive  way  we  combine  and/or  em¬ 
phasize  numerous  expressions  of  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  and  practice. 

The  following  list  is  neither  exhaustive 
nor  necessarily  in  order  of  importance. 
It  assumes  and  therefore  omits  basic 
Christian  teachings  and  articles  of 
faith— such  as  belief  in  God,  in  the  inspi¬ 
ration  of  the  Bible,  and  in  the  Incarna¬ 
tion  and  Resurrection  of  Jesus— that 
United  Methodists  share  with  most  other 
Christians. 

The  following  emphases,  however,  his¬ 
torically  have  held  special  importance 
among  “the  people  called  Methodist”: 

•  An  appreciation  for  the  ministry  and 
teachings  of  John  Wesley,  particularly 
his  efforts  to  revitalize  a  spiritually  stag¬ 
nant  church  and  his  appeal  to  ordinary 
men  and  women  to  lead  disciplined  spiri¬ 
tual  lives.  The  name  “Methodist”  was  an 
early  term  of  derision  applied  to  Wes¬ 
ley's  “methodical”  approach  to  Christian 
living. 

•  Recognition  that  human  life  is 
flawed  by  sin— willful  disregard  for 
God’s  will  and  way— and  that  we  cannot 
overcome  sin  on  our  own. 

•Dependence  on  the  grace  of  God  as 
the  answer  to  sin  and  as  the  primary  pos¬ 
itive  reality  of  human  life. 


•  The  importance  of  Christian  experi¬ 
ence  that  brings  people  into  personal  re- 
lationship  with  God  through  Jesus 
Christ— what  Wesley  called  “the  life  of 
God  in  the  soul”— and  leads  to  trans¬ 
formed  lives  in  pursuit  of  both  personal 
and  social  holiness. 

•A  commitment  to  unite  Christians 
from  diverse  theological,  racial,  political 
and  economic  backgrounds  in  fellowship 
within  a  common  denominational  struc¬ 
ture.  Ours  is  a  unity  of  loving  spirit,  not 
of  narrow,  rigid  beliefs.  The  unity  we 
find  in  Christ  is  greater  than  any  differ¬ 
ences  that  may  threaten  to  divide  us. 

•A  dual  emphasis  on  personal  salva¬ 
tion  and  social  transformation  as  essen¬ 
tial  and  complementary  ingredients  of 
Christian  discipleship. 

•A  recognition  that  every  level  of 
church  life— local  church,  district,  con¬ 
ference,  regional,  national  and  world¬ 
wide— is  connected  to  and  mutually 
dependent  upon  every  other  level. 

•  Traveling"  or  itinerant  clergy  ap¬ 
pointed  by  bishops  to  serve  local 
churches  on  the  basis  of  matching  con¬ 
gregational  needs  with  the  “gifts  and 
graces”  of  individual  pastors. 

•An  ecumenical  outlook  and  spirit 
that  affirms  other  Christian  traditions  by 
recognizing  their  baptism  and  practicing 
communion  that  is  open  to  any  Christian 
believer. 

This  response  does  not  exactly  fulfill 
your  request  for  “10  unique  things” 
about  United  Methodism.  But  it  does  of¬ 
fer  a  direction  and  a  start. 

We  invite  other  Reporter  readers  to 
join  in  this  exercise  either  by  adding 
your  responses  to  our  list  or  by  sending 
us  your  own  list  of  qualities  that  define 
who  we  are  as  United  Methodist  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  People  of  God. 

We  will  in  a  future  issue  publish  re¬ 
sponses  that  contribute  to  the  discussion 
of  what  distinguishes  United  Methodism 
from  other  denominations. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER  and 
SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Church  pectjce  efforts 


By  ROBERT  L.  SHEFNER 

Over  the  past  several  weeks  I  have 
been  part  of  a  study  in  a  local  church  on 
the  Council  of  Bishops’  Pastoral  Letter, 
“In  Defense  of  Creation.” 

If  the  study  and  struggle  that  went  on 
in  this  congregation  is  at  all  typical  of 
others  in  our  denomination,  the  bishops’ 
statement  has  been  an  extremely  worth¬ 
while  endeavor  and  one  long  overdue. 

My  fear  is,  however,  that  the  focus  of 
our  study,  struggle  and  action  are  mis¬ 
placed.  To  mount  an  effective  witness  to 
peace,  we  need  to  concentrate  on  those 
areas  in  which  we,  the  church,  have  a 
comparative  advantage. 

It  is  my  view  that  we  have  engaged  in 
the  wrong  debate.  We  have  been  in  some¬ 
one  else’s  arena  for  too  long  and  have 
been  at  a  distinct  disadvantage. 

Policy  options  abound 

I  believe  that  we  cannot  deal  adequate¬ 
ly  with  questions  of  strategic  sufficiency. 
Questidns  of  weapons  effectiveness  and 
related  issues  are  highly  technical  and 
have  been  studied  by  experts  for  many 
years.  Bookcases  are  filled  with  studies. 
Computers  are  filled  with  technical  ana¬ 
lyses.  Policy  options  abound. 

Strategic  sufficiency  is  a  subject  in 
which  much  remains  out  of  the  public 
view.  There  are  too  many  facts,  un¬ 
knowns,  uncertainties  and  resulting  as¬ 
sumptions  that  lead  to  judgments  that 
the  general  public  does  not  know  (I 
make  no  judgment  on  the  issue  of  the 
public’s  need  to  know). 

The  tone  of  our  assertions,  as  local 


congregations,  that  peace  is  imperiled 
by  the  high  deployment  level  of  nuclear 
forces  or  the  continued  development  of 
the  Strategic  Defense  Initiative  comes 
close  to  a  judgment  that  the  proponents 
of  nuclear  deterrence  don’t  share  our 
concern  for  peace. 

It  also  ignores  such  other  realities  as 
conventional  force  balance  and  the  spread 
of  terrorist  movements  worldwide. 

Yet  we  are  concerned  and  need  to 
make  that  concern 
known.  But  then  we 
should  move  on  into 
areas  where  we  do 
have  the  comparative 
advantage— human 
need  and  potential- 
beginning  right  where 
we  are  in  our  own 
neighborhoods.  Robert  Shefner 

Our  involved  congregations  say  that 
freedom  is  precious  and  worth  defending. 
Yet  I  would  have  us  consider  the  validity 
of  that  concept  for  a  battered  spouse  or 
abused  child. 

We  also  hear  about  national  values, 
also  worth  defending.  Yet  I  would  have 
us  consider  our  value  systems  in  light  of 
the  drive  to  affix  designer  labels  on  our 
backsides,  the  severity  of  drug  usage 
among  our  youth  and  young  adults  and 
the  high  rate  of  teen-age  suicide. 

Focus  on  ‘just  peace’ 

I  would  have  us  focus  on  those  issues  re¬ 
lated  to  an  understanding,  achievement 
and  maintenance  of  a  just  peace.  Those  is¬ 
sues  would  surely  include  employment, 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Talk  of  death’s  ‘reality’  only  distorts  truth 


To  the  Editor: 

This  refers  to  April  17  editorial  head¬ 
lined,  "Death-denying  illusion  turned  up¬ 
side  down.” 

I  concur  with  the  observations  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  editorial.  However,  I  be¬ 
lieve  you  should  avoid  referring  to  “the 
reality  of  death.”  That  leads  only  to 
more  confusion  in  an  already  confused 
understanding  of  the  truth. 

I  was  somewhat  taken  aback  by  this 
statement  in  the  editorial:  "Many  people, 
including  some  Christians,  reduce  life’s 
meaning  to  little  more  than  a  struggle  to 
survive  and  avoid  dealing  with  the  reali¬ 
ty  of  death." 

My  comment  to  that  is  there  is  no  real¬ 
ity  to  death!  Death  does  not  exist.  The 
Old  Testament  refers  to  those  who  are  at 
rest  or  asleep.  Jesus  referred  to  those 
who  were  asleep  and  lifted  the  little  girl 
up.  And  for  Lazarus  He  said,  ". . .  but  I  go 
and  wake  him  out  of  sleep.” 

When  His  disciples  showed  their  lack 
of  understanding,  Jesus  said  it  in  terms 
that  they  could  understand:  “Lazarus  is 
dead;  and  for  your  sake  I  am  glad  that  I 
was  not  there,  so  that  you  may  believe.” 

Death  is  simply  the  absence  of  life.  It 
is  life  that  is  reality. 
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This  lack  of  understanding  also  was 
reflected  in  the  December-February 
1986-87  “Adult  Bible  Studies.”  In  the  Jan. 
18  lesson  the  author,  Charles  A.  Neal, 
stated:  "...  the  death  and  raising  of 
Lazarus  points  to  Jesus,  who  is  the  resur¬ 
rection  and  the  life.  The  miracle  affirms 
that  Jesus  is  the  Lord  of  life  and  death 

Jesus  said:  “God  is  God  of  the  living  not 
of  the  dead.”  Jesus  is  not  lord  of  some¬ 
thing  that  does  not  exist  nor  did  Jesus 
come  into  the  world  to  conquer  or  defeat 
something  that  does  not  exist. 

The  “good  word”  is  that  we  can  have 
eternal  life  as  a  free  gift,  through  Jesus, 
if  we  believe  in  His  witness  and  repent  of 
our  sins. 

Leslie  E.  Delahay 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Letters  spark  response 

To  the  Editor: 

This  was  written  after  reading  the 
April  17  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  column. 

It  sounds  to  me  like  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  did  not  “abdi¬ 
cate  its  church  leadership,”  as  Edward 
Blythe  suggests. 

Instead,  the  bishops  were  acting  as  part 
of  “a  minority  that  prays  earnestly  for  the 
day  when  Christians  take  seriously  the 
whole  of  the  Gospel  record  and  will  mod¬ 
el  for  the  world  the  inclusive  love  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ”  as  was  suggested  by  the 
pastor  or  pastor’s  wife  whose  letter  was 
signed  “Name  Withheld  by  Request.” 

Keep  up  the  good  work.  The  Reporter 
helps  me  to  both  see  myself  and  to  get 
insight  as  to  what  I  should  be  like. 

Harvey  R.  Morgan 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

Blast  is  uninspired 

To  the  Editor: 

Amen  for  the  clear  editorial  position 
dealing  with  human  sexuality  (see  UMR 
April  10)! 

I  kept  my  approving  exclamation  to 
myself  for  a  week  until  Edward  C.  Blythe 
Jr.’s  tirade  against  the  Council  of  Bishops 
and  a  loving  mother’s  letter  about  her  les¬ 
bian  daughter  (see  UMR,  April  17). 

Mr.  Blythe  seems  to  prefer  a  single 
"bishop  of  Rome”  rule  of  the  church  rath¬ 
er  than  a  Council  of  Bishops  and  clergy 
members  of  an  annual  conference.  His 
blast  is  much  more  uninspired  than  that  of 
accepting  the  responsibility  to  minister  to 
all  in  need  with  Christian  love. 

How  sad  that  a  mother  dare  not  speak 
her  own  name  because  she  loves  her 
daughter  as  that  daughter  is. 

The  issue  of  human  sexuality  does  not 
“threaten  our  disembowelment,”  “com¬ 
promise  moral  standards”  or  “consume  vi¬ 
tal  organs  of  the  church  body.”  Ignorance 
of  sexuality  can  be  more  damaging. 

For  instance,  to  know  that  heterosex¬ 
uality  and  homosexuality  are  "human 
conditions”  that  occur  in  the  creation  of 
a  person  and  that  the  adjectives  “mar¬ 
ried,"  "single"  and  "gay"  help  to  de¬ 
scribe  a  lifestyle  is  enlightening. 

You  may  use  my  name  as  my  "condi¬ 
tion”  and  “lifestyle”  were  known  to  the 
pastors  before  I  was  elected  first  to  the 
board  of  trustees  and  currently  as  lay 
leader  of  the  Crescent  Heights  United 


Methodist  Church  of  West  Hollywood, 
Calif. 

Robert  J.  Manners 
Glendale,  California 


Board  decision  astounds 

To  the  Editor: 


The  March  27  article  announcing  a  na¬ 
tional  board’s  decision  to  conduct  a  new 
political  strategy  of  one-sided  investiga¬ 
tion  along  with  the  contribution  of 
$10,000  in  United  Methodist  Women 
funds  toward  a  dubious  lawsuit  is  as¬ 
tounding  and  incredible! 

It  also  is  an  unworthy  action  on  three 
other  counts:  condemning  an  individual 
for  an  alleged  crime  before  trial  and 
conviction;  diverting  UMW  funds  in  a 
frivolous  undertaking,  while,  at  the  same 
time  pleading  for  desperately  needed 
funds  to  help  feed  the  hungry;  and  the  un¬ 
fortunate  politicizing  of  an  issue  that,  at 
present,  has  no  resolution. 

The  women’s  board  decision  in  this  in¬ 
stance  will  erode,  if  not  destroy,  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  integrity  of  our  denomina¬ 
tional  pronouncements. 

It  is  devastating  to  realize  that  our  lo¬ 
cal  contributions  to  United  Methodist 
Women  are  so  blatantly  squandered.  I  do 
not  believe  that  our  local  units  are  inhab¬ 
ited  by  mindless  individuals  who  are  ap¬ 
parently  considered  as  lacking  or  devoid 
of  intelligent  perception. 

The  Women’s  Division  has  now  given 
us  a  new  dilemma.  Henceforth,  we  shall 
find  ourselves  engaged  in  repeated 
lengthy  debates  as  to  whether  there  is 
some  certainty  that  any  funds  sent  for¬ 
ward  for  a  stated  purpose  will  promote 
that  goal  or  whether  it  will  serve  the 
self-interests  of  those  who  have  assumed 
a  “divine-right”  posture! 

Margaret  Witt 
Connelsville,  Pennsylvania 


One  Cuba  is  enough 

To  the  Editor: 

The  statement  by  the  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  social-action  agency 
condemning  the  Reagan  policy  toward 
Nicaragua  as  “morally  bankrupt”  shows 
just  how  “morally  defunct”  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  our  denomination  has  become 
(see  UMR,  April  3). 

Our  support  of  those  brave  men  fight¬ 
ing  the  Marxist  regime  in  Managua  is 
not  illegal  and  certainly  not  immoral. 
That  support  re-affirms  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  stopping  the  spread  of  godless 
communism  in  this  hemisphere.  One 
Cuba  is  enough!  Ron  Peters 

Chicago,  Illinois 
‘Platoon’  was  real! 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  Vietnam  veteran,  I  would  like  to 
respond  to  Betty  Harris’  April  10  “Letter 
to  the  Editor”  regarding  the  movie  “Pla¬ 
toon.” 

I’m  amazed  that  people  like  Ms.  Harris 
were  offended  by  “the  language  and  the 
dope."  “Platoon”  was  real!  Ms.  Harris 
should  have  been  offended  by  the  rape  of 
innocence.  She  should  have  been  offended 
by  those  who  are  emotionally  and  spiri¬ 
tually  fractured  because  of  “Nam.” 

One  should  not  place  the  realistic  por¬ 
trayal  of  “Platoon”  in  the  context  of  Phi- 
lippians  4:8.  One  should  place  it  in  the 


context  of  Ephesians  6:12.  War  is  evil! 
War  is  demonic! 

Obviously,  Ms.  Harris  did  not  experi¬ 
ence  what  I  experienced  in  Vietnam,  or 
she  would  not  have  found  this  movie  so 
offensive.  She  would  have  hurt  for  those 
who  still  suffer  because  of  this  war. 

Stan  A.  Beatty 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri 

Blackmail  deplored 

To  the  Editor: 

I  always  enjoy  reading  the  Reporter, 
and  especially  “letters  to  the  editor.” 
They  give  us  a  chance  to  see  the  wide  di¬ 
versity  in  our  church  and  to  explore  op¬ 
posing  opinions. 

What  troubles  me  is  the  vast  number 
of  letters  and  other  articles  that  have 
people  saying  if  things  are  not  done  their 
way,  they  will  leave  the  church  and  be¬ 
cause  other  people  do  not  believe  as  they 
believe,  they  will  leave  the  church. 

Many  letters  say  if  you  do  not  sing  the 
hymns  I  want,  I  will  leave  the  church;  if 
you  have  communion  too  often,  I  will 
leave  the  church;  if  the  pastor  preaches  a 
certain  social  concern  with  which  I  dif¬ 
fer,  I  will  leave  the  church. 

To  me  all  that  is  a  form  of  blackmail 
and  a  desire  to  make  everyone  uniform. 
If  the  church  were  to  adhere  to  all  of 
these  different  positions,  we  would  have 
nothing  left. 

Also,  people  would  take  away  the  very 
strength  of  our  church,  which  is  unity, 
not  uniformity. 

This  country  was  based  on  freedom, 
and  No  other  denomination  that  I  know 
of  even  begins  to  allow  and  even  encour¬ 
ages  the  kind  of  freedom  that  exists 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Those  who  demand  uniformity  are  ask¬ 
ing  for  dictatorship.  The  Soviet  Union  con¬ 
trols  the  press  and  therefore  controls  all 
ideas  communicated  to  the  public.  There 
everyone  is  encouraged  to  think  alike. 

I  prefer  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  United  States  of  America  where 
differences  of  opinion  are  not  only  en¬ 
couraged  but  are  the  foundation  of  our 
faith  and  of  our  country. 

Robert  S.  White 
Pekin,  Illinois 

Subsidies  need  explaining 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  great  surprise,  and  consid¬ 
erable  embarrassment,  that  I  read  in  the 
April  3  Reporter  that  United  Methodist 
groups  are  receiving  farm  subsidy  pay¬ 
ments  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agri¬ 
culture. 

I  believe  that  matter  should  be  ex¬ 
plained  in  more  detail  for  the  readers  of 
your  paper.  I  cannot  understand  how  we 
can  justify  placing  any  land  owned  by 
our  church  or  related  bodies  into  any 
such  program.  By  what  weird  reasoning 
can  we  accept  money  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  doing  nothing? 

For  years  the  church  has  demanded 
that  the  government  maintain  a  “hands 
off”  policy  regarding  our  work,  and  then 
we  turn  around  and  run  to  that  same 
government  begging  a  handout!  An  ex¬ 
planation  is  in  order. 

Max  R.  Tyner 
Port  Isabel,  Texas 


need  local 

education,  homelessness  and  hunger, 
health  and  criminal  rehabilitation— not  an 
exhaustive  list  by  any  means. 

My  fear  is  that  as  we  devote  increas¬ 
ing  resources  and  attention  to  external 
threats,  we  are  in  danger  of  missing  the 
severity  of  internal  threats.  We  could  be 
strong  from  without,  only  to  crumble 
from  within. 

The  church  has  been  on  the  defensive  for 
too  long.  We  react  to  announcements  of 
new  strategies  of  deterrence,  to  the  devel¬ 
opment  and  deployment  of  major  weapon 
systems  but  generally  only  after  the  propo¬ 
nents  have  already  built  a  program  and  an 
organization  with  considerable  inomentum. 
We  are  in  their  arena,  terribly  behind,  and 
we  probably  can’t  win. 

I  suggest  that  we  go  on  the  offensive 
with  a  “peace  offensive”  and  that  we  do  it 
on  our  own  terms  and  in  our  own  arena. 
We  can’t  do  much  about  trusting  the  Sovi¬ 
ets  if  we  can’t  trust  our  neighbors  enough 
to  keep  our  church  doors  open  for  full  and 
free  access  by  our  community  or  for 
feeding  and  sheltering  homeless  people. 

How  can  we  understand  and  deal  with 
the  root  causes  of  Soviet  aggression  when 
we  can’t  deal  with  the  causes  of  family  ag¬ 
gression?  How  can  we  do  our  part  in  as¬ 
suring  equitable  distribution  of  the  world’s 
resources  when  we  can’t  distribute  our 
personal  or  community  resources  evenly? 
How  can  we  expect  our  government  to  be 
something  that  we  as  individuals  and  very 
small  communities  can’t  be? 


emphasis 

I  suggest,  then,  that  a  “peace  offen¬ 
sive”  begin  with  identifying  the  compo¬ 
nents  of  a  “just  peace”  and  then 
developing  an  action  plan  to  address 
these  components  in  the  local  area. 

We  should  tell  our  national  leaders 
that  we  are  concerned  with  the  barriers 
between  ourselves  and  our  international 
neighbors  and  the  spread  of  nuclear  ter¬ 
rorism.  But  we  should  back  those  peti¬ 
tions  up  with  concrete  actions  to  remove 
the  barriers  and  the  many  kinds  of  terror 
that  exist  in  our  local  neighborhoods. 

We  are  not  credible  witnesses  to  peace 
if  we  can’t  make  peace  happen  locaily 
where  the  issues  are  far  less  complex 
than  at  the  international  level. 

Local  congregations  need  to  demon¬ 
strate  the  capability  to  move  beyond 
self-interest  and  become  faithful  preach¬ 
ers  and  practitioners  of  a  just  peace  lo¬ 
cally.  If  we  do,  we  can’t  help  but  make 
an  impact  nationally  and  internationally. 
That  is  my  prayer. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Robert  IL. 
Shefner  is  on  the  ministerial  staff  [of 
North  Bethesda  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bethesda,  Md.  (Baltimore  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here  I 
Stand,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  PO. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


My  Witness 


Would  we  do  it  over  again? 
Mission  event  gives  answer 


By  BETTE  SHAFER 

We  all  experience  high  moments  when 
the  spirit  of  God  touches  us  at  the  inner 
core  of  our  consciousness. 

For  three  days  my  husband,  Carl,  and 
I  had  sat  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  with  4,000 
Christians  in  a  global 
missions  gathering. 

From  all  corners  of 
God’s  world,  these 
people  had  gathered 
to  celebrate  His  mis¬ 
sion. 

It  was  the  closing 
session  of  the  event, 
and  we  were  seated  Bette  Shafer 
with  two  of  God’s  choice  servants,  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Ed  LeMaster.  Ed  and  Carl  had 
been  roommates  in  seminary.  Over  the 
years  as  couples  we  have  shared  a  mutu¬ 
al  love  and  friendship,  which  is  a  gift 
from  God. 

That  day  we  were  witnessing  a  com¬ 
missioning  service  for  new  missionaries. 


to  thy  pleasure  and  disposal. 
Amen.” 

Would  we  do  it  again? 

Would  we  do  it  again?  Most  certainly. 
We  had  heard  Christ’s  call  to  share  the 
Gospel  with  people  in  other  lands.  I 
wanted  to  tell  those  33  missionary  candi¬ 
dates  that  there  is  no  sacrifice,  no  sepa¬ 
ration  from  homeland  and  family,  no 
frustration,  no  danger,  no  suffering  that 
one  cannot  sustain  when  one  lives  by  the 
power  of  God’s  Holy  Spirit. 

As  the  commissioning  service  conclud¬ 
ed,  Bishop  James  M.  Ault  read: 

“Christian  friends,  I  com¬ 
mend  to  you  these  persons 
whom  we  this  day  have  rec¬ 
ognized  and  commissioned 
to  carry  into  all  the  world 
the  sacred  and  imperishable 
message  of  eternal  salva¬ 
tion.” 


It  had  been  36  years  since  Ed  and  Virgin¬ 
ia  were  commissioned  to  go  to  Angola  in 
Africa.  Thirty-three  years  ago  Carl  and  I 
had  experienced  the  same  “sending  forth” 
from  the  church.  We  were  commissioned 
by  the  late  Bishops  Arthur  J.  Moore  and 
Richard  C.  Raines  to  go  to  Cuba. 

God  sustained  us 

In  the  intervening  years  God  has  en¬ 
abled,  sustained  and  protected  the  Le- 
Masters  and  the  Shafers. 

One  morning  in  1961  while  we  were 
listening  to  the  “Today  Show,”  Ed  and 
two  other  missionary  men,  Marion  Way 
and  Fred  Brancel,  were  witnessing  to 
God’s  care  of  them  through  a  prison  ex¬ 
perience  in  Angola. 

Just  released,  they  were  flown  to  the 
United  States  to  rejoin  their  wives  and 
children  who  had  returned  when  the  men 
were  imprisoned.  Barely  off  a  plane,  the 
three  were  whisked  off  to  a  television 
studio  to  tell  their  story. 

At  the  same  time,  Carl  and  I  were  in 
New  York  City  to  share  our  own  mission¬ 
ary  message  with  the  Mount  Vernon  Place 
Methodist  Church.  In  the  providence  of 
God,  we  were  in  New  York  to  welcome  Ed 
home  just  as  Carl  had  bade  him  farewell 
at  a  New  York  pier  several  years  before. 

Ed  and  Virginia  had  paid  a  dear  price 
for  their  12  years  in  Angola.  Their  son 
David,  born  there  in  1956,  suffered  en¬ 
cephalitis  at  an  early  age  and  has  been  a 
child  for  his  30  years. 

That  morning  in  Louisville  as  I  lis¬ 
tened  to  the  ceremony,  thinking  of  its 
significance  to  the  four  of  us,  I  heard  the 
candidates  pray  the  Wesley  Covenant 
Prayer  as  part  of  the  ritual: 

“I  am  no  longer  my  own,  but 
thine.  Put  me  to  what  you 
will;  rank  me  with  whom 
you  will;  put  me  to  doing; 
put  me  to  suffering;  let  me 
be  employed  for  thee  or  laid 
aside  for  thee,  exalted  for 
thee  or  brought  low  for  thee; 
let  me  have  nothing;  I  freely 
and  heartily  yield  all  things 


Unusual  opportunity 
for  the  right  person 
Required: 

/  Willingness  to  work,  alone  and 
as  part  of  a  team. 

f  Skills  in  marketing. 

y  Knowledge  of  print  and  video 
production. 

f  Service  orientation. 

f  Active  Christian  commitment. 

The  right  person  will  have  an  un¬ 
usual  opportunity  to  develop  and  ex¬ 
pand  specialized  communications 
services  provided  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter. 

If  you  think  you  might  be  she  or  he, 
call  Dan  Louis,  Personnel  Director, 
214-630-6495. 


The  congregation  responded: 

"As  members  of  this  Chris¬ 
tian  assembly  representing 
the  whole  church,  we  send 
you  into  service  with  your 
special  gifts  and  graces.  We 
call  you  and  support  you. 

You  are  our  gifts  to  the 
world.  We  will  receive  you 
back  again  on  behalf  of  all 
God’s  people. 

“Like  you,  we  have  special 
gifts  and  graces,  particular 
endowments  of  mind  and 
spirit,  through  which  God 
seeks  to  be  made  known  in 
the  world.  Together  we  are 
the  people  of  God,  whose 
task  is  to  participate  in 
God’s  mission  in  the  world. 

We  celebrate  the  gifts  of 
life,  and  we  face  the  future 
with  an  unshakable  hope.” 

And  I  remembered  when,  on  a  similar 
occasion  in  January  1954,  we  had  re¬ 
ceived  our  “marching  orders  from  the 
church,”  the  verse  from  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  that  I  claimed: 

My  presence  shall  go  with 
thee  . . .  (Exodus  33:14a  KJV) 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Bette  Shafer  is  a  member  of  Cente¬ 
nary  United  Methodist  Church  in  Quin¬ 
cy,  Fla.  (Florida  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


“TRINITY 

BIBLE 
STUDIES 
HAS  BEEN 
A  STUNNING 
SUCCESS!” 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible 

QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

LOOK  IT  OVER!  Introductory  Kit  SIS 


TRINITY  BIBLE 
STUDIES 


■  _  W 

|Box  77  El  Paso,  Ark.  72045  501-849-2131 


I 


PAGE  3 


MAY  1,  1987 

Pastoral  leadership 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

China  Protestants’  top  priority 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  third  and 
.  last  in  a  series  based  on  participation  by 
.  the  UMR  Managing  Editor  in  a  recent 
.  two-week  trip  to  China  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  theological  educators. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

Protestant  Christianity  is  growing  so 
fast  in  China  that  the  training  of  pastoral 
leadership  has  become  a  top  priority. 

It’s  being  dealt  with  mainly  in  two 
*  Ways:  In  10  seminaries  for  the  hundreds 
who  may  become  full-time  pastors  and  by 
short-term  courses  and  correspondence 
"-for  tens  of  thousands  of  lay  leaders  in 
Scattered  “meeting  points.” 

Our  visit  necessarily  concentrated  on 
the  seminaries  (four  of  the  10)  in  major 
•cities  accessible  to  visitors.  What  did  we 
learn? 

Not  all  class  work 

For  one  thing,  seminary  isn’t  all  class 
work.  Our  group  arrived  early  enough 


SHANGHAI,  China -The  Rev.  Shen 
Yifan  chairs  the  China  Christian  Coun¬ 
cil’s  committee  on  theological  education 
which  will  hold  its  first  meeting  in  May. 
He  said  the  group  hopes  to  “work  out 
our  own  textbooks  to  meet  our  own  situ- 
.  ation,  to  contextualize  our  own  theologi¬ 
cal  creed  and  teaching.” 


one  morning  at  Zhejiang  Theological 
Seminary  in  Hangzhou  to  see  the  student 
body  doing  physical  exercises  in  the 
courtyard  in  front  of  the  sturdy  Western- 
style  former  Presbyterian  church. 

The  Rev.  Fan  Ashi,  the  principal,  ex¬ 
plained  that  all  students  attend  morning 
watch  and  evening  prayers  daily.  None 
do  manual  work  except  cooking,  but  they 
do  library  work,  mailing,  barbering  and 
sewing. 

The  students  were  bundled  against  the 
early-spring  cold  as  we  visited  briefly  in 
their  classrooms.  They  sat  respectfully 
in  neatly-ordered  rows  as  the  visitors 
were  introduced  and  applauded  politely 
after  an  exchange  of  greetings. 

Later  we  were  told  that  the  students 
were  deeply  moved  by  our  visit  because 
we  were  the  first  group  of  theological 
educators  who  had  shown  enough  inter¬ 
est  to  come  visit  them.  They,  and  we, 
wished  time  had  permitted  some  small- 
group  discussions  with  them. 

We  departed  with  Mr.  Fan’s  request 
for  the  kind  of  aid  that  any  Christian 
anywhere  can  offer  for  Christians  in  Chi¬ 
na:  "Please  pray  for  us  that  we  might 
serve  the  Chinese  church  faithfully.” 

What  help  is  allowed? 

The  question  remains:  Beyond  prayers 
how  can  outsiders  such  as  United  Meth¬ 
odist  theological  educators  from  the 
United  States  help?  That  was  a  basic 
question  behind  our  visits,  a  natural 
question  given  the  emphasis  on  global 
higher  education  by  our  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 


Bishop’s  ‘brief  targets 
‘incompetent  pastors’ 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

ARLINGTON,  Va-The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  doesn’t  “remove”  its  incompe¬ 
tent  ministers,  it  “moves”  them. 

“They  ruin  not  one  church,  but  five 
churches,”  said  Bishop  Jack  Tuell  (Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  Area.) 

Although  he  said 
“only  a  very  small 
percentage”  of 
ministers  could  be 
judged  incompe¬ 
tent,  he  called  the 
problem  “a  serious 
one  which  affects 
the  life  and  health 
of  the  church  ad- 

rec^ntlnterv^ew^  BUIopTue.l 
the  attorney-turned-clergyman  told  the 
Reporter  it  is  time  the  church  changed 
that  practice. 

Bishop  Tuell,  who  spent  a  two-month 
sabbatical  last  summer  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Drew  University  in  Madi¬ 
son,  N.J.,  researching  the  problem  of 
what  to  do  with  incompetent  ministers, 
is  calling  for  a  review  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  “systems  of  accountability.” 

He  has  prepared  a  16-page  paper- 
much  as  he  might  have  prepared  a  legal 
brief— addressing  the  issue,  entitled 
“Dealing  With  Ministerial  Incompetence 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church,  1784- 
,  Present.” 

“Local  churches  have  a  right  to  expect 
they  will  not  be  sent  pastors  who  are  un¬ 
able  to  do  the  work  of  pastoral  minis¬ 
try,”  Bishop  Tuell  declared. 

'Entire  denomination  affected 

Bishop  Tuell  made  it  plain  that  it  was 
a  problem  afflicting  the  entire  denomi¬ 
nation,  not  just  a  few  conferences. 

“I  believe  there  is  some  relationship 
between  our  continued  employment  of 
incompetent  ministers  and  our  continu¬ 
ing  membership  loss,”  the  bishop  said, 
‘‘and  the  (United  Methodist)  Church 
needs  to  deal  with  the  issue.” 

Under  laws  of  the  denomination  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Book  of  Discipline,  any 
United  Methodist  minister  is  guaranteed 
an  appointment  so  long  as  he  or  she  is 
"in  good  standing  in  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence  . . .  unless  they  are  granted  a  sab¬ 
batical  leave,  a  disability  leave,  or  are 
on  leave  of  absence  or  retired." 

“The  existence  of  such  incredible  job 
protection  is  a  kind  of  scandal  in  our 
church,”  he  said.  “Nowhere  else  in  our  so¬ 
ciety  is  there  anything  to  compare  to  it.” 

Because  it  is  so  difficult  to  remove  a 
United  Methodist  minister  from  the  ac¬ 
tive  ministry,  church  leaders— both  lay 
and  clergy— almost  all  resort  to  the 
same  recourse  when  faced  with  an  inef¬ 
fective  minister.  They  work  to  get  them 
moved  to  another  church. 

“The  tragedy  of  this,  in  terms  of  local 
churches  damaged  and  sometimes  ruined, 
is  incalculable,"  Bishop  Tuell  insisted. 

"And  perhaps  the  greatest  tragedy  of 
all  is  for  the  minister  concerned,  who  is 
likely  to  feel  very  unhappy  in  his  or  her 
work  but  may  feel  trapped  for  lack  of  al¬ 
ternatives.” 

The  church's  Book  of  Discipline  guar¬ 
antees  a  minister  the  right  to  demand  a 
;  trial  if  procedures  for  adminstrative  lo¬ 
cation  (termination  for  incompetence) 
are  initiated  against  him  or  her.  But  trial 
procedures  are  so  strict  that  “the  practi¬ 
cal  effect ...  is  to  render  the  termination 


of  incompetent  ministers  all  but  impossi¬ 
ble,”  Bishop  Tuell  said. 

Use  hearing,  not  formal  trial 

“The  trial  process  is  so  inappropriate 
to  this  issue,”  Bishop  Tuell  said.  “It  is  in¬ 
congruous  to  treat  incompetence  as  if  it 
were  a  crime  or  an  immoral  act. 

“The  church  has  to  provide  some  kind  of 
a  right  to  a  hearing,  however,”  he  added. 

He  believes  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  must  consider  passing  legislation 
focused  solely  on  the  question  of  incom¬ 
petence  of  a  member  of  the  itinerant 
ministry. 

Key  elements  for  that  new  church  law, 
Bishop  Tuell  suggested,  are  a  “due  pro¬ 
cess”  which  protects  rights  of  the  affect¬ 
ed  clergyperson;  honorable  status  for  a 
person  removed  from  the  itinerant  min¬ 
istry;  and  avoidance  of  a  full-blown 
church  trial,  which  he  says  should  be  re¬ 
served  for  specific  offenses. 

The  new  law  would  deal  only  "with  the 
minister  who  in  good  faith  is  doing  his  or 
her  best  but  still  does  not  measure  up  to 
a  minimum  standard  of  competency  for 
the  itinerant  ministry,”  Bishop  Tuell  ex¬ 
plained. 

He  suggested  church  officials  might 
consider  establishing  a  fund  for  “sever¬ 
ance  pay”  to  help  affected  ministers 
transfer  to  another  profession  or  job. 

He  argues  that  the  nature  of  “incom¬ 
petence"  makes  it  almost  impossible  to 
prove  it  in  the  context  of  a  formal  trial. 
He  specifically  noted  a  strict  two-year 
statute  of  limitations  in  the  Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline. 

‘Either  a  fact  or  not’ 

"Incompetence  is  not  an  offense  at  all 
but  rather  a  condition  which  is  either  a 
fact  or  not,”  Bishop  Tuell  said.  “It  is  not 
the  kind  of  ‘offense’  which  can  be  proved 
by  showing  that  a  particular  act  hap¬ 
pened  on  a  particular  day. 

“By  its  nature,  it  has  to  be  a  somewhat 
subjective  judgment  based  upon  a  minis- 
ter’s  performance  over  a  period  of 
years,”  he  said. 

Some  of  that  subjective  evidence 
might  include  such  facts  as  a  minister 
who  “has  moved  eight  times  in  10  years, 
for  example,”  Bishop  Tuell  said. 

He  admitted  that  it  would  be  difficult 
to  write  a  strict  definition  to  cover  the 
range  of  factors  which  could  be  added  up 
to  demonstrate  incompetence. 


The  answer:  Very  discreetly,  and  only 
at  the  invitation  of  and  with  full  partici¬ 
pation  of  Chinese  Protestant  leaders. 

These  are  some  needs  the  Chinese 
leaders  identified  for  us: 

•  Coordination  of  instruction  among 
China’s  10  Protestant  seminaries— one 
in  Nanjing  functioning  at  the  national 
level,  the  other  nine  at  local  or  regional 
levels.  To  meet  that  need,  the  China 
Christian  Council  has  formed  a  commit¬ 
tee  on  theological  education,  which  is  to 
have  its  first  meeting  in  May. 

•  More  full-time  faculty.  Only  Nanj¬ 
ing  seminary  has  any.  All  other  seminar¬ 
ies  rely  on  part-time  teachers  or 
lecturers,  usually  local  pastors. 

•More  lay  training.  The  seminaries 
can’t  produce  enough  people  fast  enough 
to  serve  even  the  4,000  government-sanc¬ 
tioned  churches,  not  to  mention  the  tens 
of  thousands  of  "meeting  points”  where 
Christians  gather,  usually  in  homes.  Thus 
leadership  for  the  foreseeable  future 
must  come  from  laypeople  who  hold  oth¬ 
er  jobs  and  give  church  leadership  in  the 
evenings  and  on  their  one  day  off  per 
week. 

•  More  textbooks  and  theological  ref¬ 
erence  sources  in  Chinese.  Only  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  Chinese  professors,  pastors  or 
students  are  proficient  in  any  language 
other  than  Chinese.  Textbooks  are  so 
scarce  that  students  often  have  only 
their  lecture  notes  to  study. 

•  Bigger  and  better  facilities.  The  re¬ 
gional  seminary  in  Shanghai  houses  and 
instructs  its  entire  student  body  of  near¬ 
ly  100  on  the  third  floor  of  Mu  En 
Church,  formerly  a  Methodist  church. 
Rooms  built  to  house  Sunday-school 
classes  50  years  ago  now  serve  as  dorm 
rooms  for  eight  to  10  men  or  women 
seminarians.  The  regional  seminary  in 
Hangzhou  with  70  students  uses  the  par¬ 
sonage  and  some  classrooms  in  a  build¬ 
ing  that  was  a  Presbyterian  church 
before  Chinese  Christians  entered  their 
current  “post-denominational”  period. 

•  Replenishment  of  libraries.  Not 
counting  textbooks  mentioned  earlier, 
seminaries,  like  local  churches,  lost  most 
Bibles,  publications,  research  volumes, 
etc.,  to  the  destructive  excesses  of  the 
Red  Guard  during  the  1966-76  “cultural 
revolution.”  More  than  one  seminary 
dean  told  us  heartbreaking  stories  of 
having  to  stand  back  while  Red  Guards 
stormed  into  the  libraries  and  swept 
books  into  boxes  destined  for  destruc¬ 
tion. 

•  More  exchange  among  Chinese  sem¬ 
inary  teachers  and  students  and  those  in 
other  countries,  including  the  United 
States.  Again,  language  facility  must 
come  first.  The  China  Christian  Council 
hopes  to  send  10  seminary  students  to 
North  America  this  fall  (see  UMR, 
March  27) — five  to  the  United  States, 
five  to  Canada.  Those  stpdents  are  to 
spend  a  year  in  intensive  study  of  En¬ 
glish,  then  continue  seminary  instruction, 
perhaps  at  United  Methodist-related 
schools. 

Lay  training  most  urgent 

Of  all  those  needs,  the  most  urgent  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  training  for  lay  leaders.  Cao 
Shengjie,  associate  general  secretary  of 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

BEIJING,  China— The  Rev.  Donald  Messer,  right,  president  of  United  Methodism’s  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver,  listens  closely  to  responses  by  two  students  in  Beijing’s  new  Huadong  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  one 
of  four  UM-related  theological  school  executives  who  recently  toured  four  Protestant  seminaries  in  China. 


the  China  Christian  Council,  put  it  this 
way: 

“Ordained  pastors  and  seminary  grad¬ 
uates  are  often  too  old,  too  young  or  too 
few  to  cope  with  all  responsibilities.” 

The  China  Christian  Council  and  its 
partner  organization,  the  Chinese  Chris¬ 
tian  Three-Self  Patriotic  Movement,  are 
attempting  separate  but  complementary 
means  of  training  lay  leaders  for  the  two 
types  of  religious  meeting  places:  the 
government-sanctioned  churches,  many 
with  ordained  clergy  leadership,  and  the 
"meeting  points,”  almost  always  relying 
on  lay  leadership. 

Bibles  and  hymnals  are  standard  pro¬ 
visions  for  all  local  leaders.  Short-term 
training  classes  at  provincial,  county  and 
city  levels  are  open  to  all  who  can  at¬ 
tend. 

A  lecture  series  for  the  short-term 
classes,  first  published  in  1983,  offers 
training  in  essentials  of  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  basic  Christian  doctrines, 
the  life  of  Jesus,  brief  history  of  the 
church  and  how  to  become  a  church 
worker. 

Because  leaders  of  local  “meeting 
point”  Christian  groups  are  so  many  and 
so  scattered,  Nanjing  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  1980  devised  a  syllabus  for  corre¬ 
spondence  studies  mainly  for  these 
people.  The  quarterly  publication  has 
some  40,000  subscribers,  about  80  per¬ 
cent  of  them  leaders  of  meeting  points. 


NANJING,  China— The  Rev.  Chen  Zemin,  vice  principal  of  China’s  only 
national  Protestant  theological  seminary,  shows  two  United  Methodist  visi¬ 
tors  library  shelves  where  “Red  Guards”  ordered  all  books  destroyed  as 
part  of  the  nation’s  “cultural  revolution”  in  1966-76.  Inspecting  part  of  the 
rebuilt  library  are,  left,  the  Rev.  G.  Douglass  Lewis,  president,  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington,  and,  back  to  camera,  the  Rev.  Rich¬ 
ard  Nesmith,  dean,  Boston  University  School  of  Theology. 


Love  ‘wider  than  we  thought’ 

The  Rev.  Shen  Yifan,  pastor  of  Shang¬ 
hai  Community  Church  and  vice  presi¬ 
dent  in  charge  of  domestic  affairs  for  the 
China  Christian  Council,  may  have  put 
his  country’s  theological  education  needs 
in  its  broadest  and  clearest  perspective 
when  he  told  our  group: 

“We  are  learning  what  God  has  been 
teaching  us  through  years  of  social  un¬ 
rest  in  which  the  Chinese  church  has 
been  living,  working  and  witnessing.  Out 
of  this  social  change  we  have  come  to 
see  that  the  love  of  God  is  much  wider 
than  we  had  thought,  that  God  loves  the 
whole  people  of  China  and  not  just  the 
Christians  and  that  He  cares  not  just  for 
our  spiritual  needs  but  also  for  our  physi¬ 
cal  and  material  needs.” 

Mr.  Yifan,  who  chairs  the  new  com¬ 
mittee  on  theological  education,  said  the 
group  hopes  to  “work  out  our  own  text¬ 
books  to  meet  our  own  situation,  to  con¬ 
textualize  our  own  theological  creed  and 
teaching."  This  aim  is  consistent  with 
the  determination  throughout  Chinese 
Protestantism  to  create  a  uniquely  Chi¬ 
nese  church. 

Some  standard  practices  already  exist 
among  the  seminaries.  For  instance, 
each  applicant  for  enrollment  must  be  at 
least  a  middle-school  graduate  (equiva¬ 
lent  to  U.S.  high  school)  and  be  recom¬ 
mended  by  his  or  her  local  church. 
Admission  is  based  on  scores  on  stan¬ 
dardized  tests.  The  successful  applicant 
must  also  pledge  to  return  to  his  or  her 
local  church  upon  seminary  graduation 
to  receive  ordination  and  assignment. 

The  local  church  is  expected  if  at  all 
able  to  provide  some  financial  support 
for  any  candidates  it  sends  to  seminary. 
Churches  in  a  given  city  or  region  also 
receive  annual  offerings  to  support  semi¬ 
naries.  Some  seminaries,  like  some 
churches,  receive  rent  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  facilities  either  formerly  or 
now  in  government  service. 

Seminary  enrollments  are  about  even¬ 
ly  divided  male  and  female.  Unlike  the 
Christian  churches  in  "old  China”  (pre- 
1949  revolution),  female  pastors  report¬ 
edly  are  as  well  received  by  local 
churches  as  their  male  counterparts. 

Curriculum  for  the  first  two  years  var¬ 
ies  little  among  the  10  schools  and  is  es¬ 
sentially  a  concentrated  form  of  what  is 
offered  via  the  lay-leader  training  short¬ 
term  courses  and  the  correspondence  se¬ 
ries.  Advanced  study  is  available  only  at 
the  national  seminary  in  Nanjing. 

What  is  ‘patriotism?’ 

When  one  seminary  dean,  listing  his 
school’s  courses,  mentioned  "politics  and 
patriotism,”  our  group  asked  for  an  ex¬ 
planation. 

We  were  aware  that  the  Chinese  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  nationalistic  loyalty  to 
the  present  socialist  government  and  pa¬ 
triotic  love  for  their  country,  its  history 
and  its  culture. 

The  dean  said  that  Chinese  students. 


Bishops’  mandatory  retirement  age  rule  upheld 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Present  mandatory  re¬ 
tirement  age  rules  for  United  Methodist 
bishops  were  left  standing  by  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  highest  court  meeting  April  24 
in  Nashville. 

Bishops  must  retire  between  age  66 
and  70  depending  on  when  their  birth¬ 
days  fall  in  relation  to  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences  every  four  years.  Other 
ordained  United  Methodist  clergy  do  not 
have  to  retire  until  age  70. 

Bishops  are  elected  for  life  but  always 
have  had  a  specific  retirement  age.  Pres¬ 
ently  there  are  11  bishops  who  must  re¬ 
tire  in  1988.  They  will  range  In  age  from 
66  to  69  at  retirement. 

In  other  decisions  the  church’s  “Su¬ 
preme  Court": 

•Ruled  that  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  cannot  create  categories  of  in¬ 
vestments  without  authority  of  the  Gen¬ 


eral  Conference; 

•  Reiterated  earlier  decisions  that  an 
annual  conference  has  wide  latitude  in 
structuring  itself  "for  effective  mission 

•  Said  an  annual  conference  cannot 
make  rules  that  would  deny  basic  mini¬ 
mum  salary  to  any  ministerial  member 
in  good  standing; 

•  Upheld  the  conviction  of  a  minister 
by  an  annual  conference  trial  court  on 
allegations  of  sexual  harassment.  The 
conviction  of  a  minister  in  another  annu¬ 
al  conference  on  charges  of  sexual  mis¬ 
conduct  was  sent  back  for  a  new  trial. 

In  the  former  case,  in  a  split  decision 
the  Judicial  Council  upheld  the  guilty 
verdict  of  a  Baltimore  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  trial  in  1985  of  the  Rev.  John  P. 
Carter. 

The  charges  were  based  on  allegations 
by  five  women  that  they  had  been  sexu¬ 
ally  harassed  by  Mr.  Carter  either  on 
their  jobs  or  in  the  process  of  seeking 


employment  in  church-related  projects 
with  which  he  was  affiliated. 

Mr.  Carter,  who  is  black,  claimed  that 
the  church  court  proceedings  were  ra¬ 
cially  motivated  and  that  had  he  been 
white  the  trial  would  never  have  been 
held.  Three  of  the  five  women  who  made 
the  allegations  are  black;  the  other  two 
are  white. 

The  case  sent  back  for  a  new  trial  in¬ 
volved  a  ministerial  member  of  the  West 
Ohio  conference,  the  Rev.  M.  A.  Kunkle, 
who  was  on  special  appointment  as  di¬ 
rector  of  pastoral  care  and  counseling  in 
the  Louisville  conference. 

In  a  West  Ohio  trial  Mr.  Kunkle  was 
found  guilty  of  immorality.  A  North  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  appeals  court  over¬ 
turned  that  verdict  on  the  basis  of  errors 
in  the  proceedings  and  ordered  a  new  tri¬ 
al.  The  appeals  body  also  said  the  new 
trial  should  be  held  in  the  Louisville  con¬ 
ference  where  he  was  serving  and  not  in 
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from  primary  school  onward,  "are 
taught  how  to  love  our  country,  the  glori¬ 
ous  things  we  have  done,  our  national  he¬ 
roes  and  forefathers. 

“We  use  newspapers  in  our  classes,  for 
our  preachers  must  know  about  current 
affairs.  We  also  emphasize  for  our  pas¬ 
tors  to  know  the  Chinese  constitution,  the 
provisions  for  religious  freedom  and  the 
so-called  legal  reservations  on  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  religion.  Our  graduates  will  have 
to  help  the  government  emphasize  those 
policies  when  they  go  to  their  work.  ” 

It’s  a  church-and-state  relationship  un¬ 
known  to  any  minister  in  this  country. 
But  Chinese  Protestants  seem  comfort¬ 
able  with  the  arrangement,  relying 
heavily  on  the  constitutional  guarantee 
of  religious  freedom  and  subtly  remind¬ 
ing  their  visitors  that  any  hint  of  outside 
interference  or  domination  might  jeop¬ 
ardize  that  freedom. 

For  reasons  based  on  their  own  proud 
history  and  culture,  the  Chinese  must  de¬ 
velop  their  own  church  in  their  own  way. 
Westerners  may  assist,  in  effect,  “by  in¬ 
vitation  only.” 


the  West  Ohio  conference  of  which  he  is 
a  member. 

The  Judicial  Council  decision  upheld 
the  appeals  court  finding  that  a  new  trial 
must  be  held  but  ruled  that  the  proper 
venue  for  clergy  trials  is  the  conference 
in  which  the  minister’s  membership  is  held. 
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"IS  A  SOUL 
WORTH  $13?” 


MARTA,  a  six-year-old  girl  from 
Guatemala,  is  at  the  Qhiche  Indian 
Mission.  Her  father  is  dead  and  her 
mother  struggles  to  survive. 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.,  needs 
to  find  a  sponsor  for  Marta  so  that 
she  can  remain  at  the  Mission,  re¬ 
ceive  food  for  body  and  spirit,  plus 
an  education.  She’s  intelligent  and 
is  in  the  first  grade. 

HOW  TO  HELP 

You  could  sponsor  Marta  or  an¬ 
other  destitute  youngster.  The  cost 
is  only  $13  a  month  and  all  contri¬ 
butions  to  World’S  CHILDREN, 
INC.,  are  tax-deductible.  WCI  sent 
88%  of  all  funds  received  in  1986 
to  the  children.  You  will  receive 
"your"  child’s  name,  address, 
case  history  plus  information  on 
WCI,  founded  in  1965. 

Prayerfully  consider  sponsoring 
a  needy  child  today.  WCI  assists 
children  in  70  Christian  orphan¬ 
ages,  11  countries.  Many  children 
are  waiting. 

Please  write: 

I - 


poymanl  for  first 


World's  Children,  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivty,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Heven.  FL  33880 
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UM  network  to  help  amnesty  applicants 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

A  United  Methodist  network  is  being 
fashioned  to  help  undocumented  aliens 
sort  through  the  early  confusion  of  a  U.S. 
government  amnesty  program  set  to 
start  May  5. 

Joe  Garcia,  director  of  the  80-year-old 
UM-related  Atlantic  Street  Center  in  Se¬ 
attle,  described  the  amnesty  program  as 
"the  most  significant  legislation  since 
the  civil-rights  bill  of  the  1960s.” 

He  said  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  must  quickly  educate  their  mem¬ 
bers  and  others  about  the  latest 
immigration  reform. 

"If  we  don’t,”  he  told  the  Reporter  re¬ 
cently,  "every  predator  who  wants  to 
make  a  buck  is  going  to  be  defrauding 
people  who  want  to  do  only  one  thing— 
become  American  citizens.” 

Hundreds  of  businesses— some  bo¬ 
gus— are  springing  up  nationwide  in  at¬ 
tempts  to  cash  in  on  the  new 
immigration  law’s  amnesty  provision, 
various  reports  indicate. 

One  UM  missions  executive  said  some 
"charlatans"  are  forging  documents  that 
could  jeopardize  the  applications  of  oth¬ 
erwise  eligible  aliens. 

Atlantic  Street  Center  is  just  one  of 
many  United  Methodist-related  community 
centers  throughout  the  United  States  ex¬ 
pected  to  play  an  important  role  in  protect¬ 
ing  applicants  from  fraudulent  counselors. 

The  UM  centers  are  also  expected  to 
establish  amnesty  counseling  programs 
or  referral  centers  for  illegal  immi¬ 
grants  who  think  they  qualify. 

The  Simpson-Rodino  Immigration 
Law,  named  for  U.S.  Sen.  Alan  K.  Simp¬ 
son,  R-Wyo.,  and  U.S.  Rep.  Peter  W.  Ro¬ 
dino  Jr.,  D-N.J.,  passed  in  October  1986. 

The  legislation  provides  for  amnesty 
and  eventual  citizenship  for  illegal  aliens 
who  entered  the  United  States  before  Jan. 


1.  1982.  or  who  were  employed  as  farm 
workers  harvesting  "perishable  crops” 
from  May  1985  through  April  1986. 

Mr.  Garcia  said  he  believes  the  coun¬ 
try  is  "unprepared"  to  process  the  ex¬ 
pected  flood  of  amnesty  applicants. 

He  said  he  thinks  the  number  could 
range  from  as  few  as  2  million  to  as  many 
as  20  million  and  include  Mexicans,  Central 
Americans,  Asians  and  Canadian  Indians. 

Immigration  and  Nationalization  Ser¬ 
vice  officials  are  projecting  between  4 
and  6  million. 

However,  aliens  may  be  wary  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  its  earliest  stages  because  of  the 
fear  they  might  be  identified  as  ineligible 
for  amnesty  and  deported,  Mr.  Garcia  said. 

Delay  in  their  applications  could  give 
church-related  agencies  an  opportunity 
to  prepare  for  the  “crunch  time”  he  said 
he  expects  in  the  final  quarter  of  the  am¬ 
nesty  period,  January  1988  to  May  1988. 

UMCOR  calling  it  ‘crisis’ 

Lila  Fernandez,  a  refugee  specialist 
with  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief,  said  her  agency  first  alerted  United 
Methodist  bishops  and  other  regional 
church  leaders  in  February  that  “a  crisis 
situation”  was  emerging  as  a  result  of 
the  immigration  legislation. 

Twenty-four  United  Methodist  clergy 
and  lay  leaders  representing  18  annual 
conferences  attended  an  early  April  con¬ 
ference  in  New  York.  During  the  meet¬ 
ing  relief-committee  officials  reviewed 
details  of  the  Simpson-Rodino  law,  out¬ 
lined  dimensions  of  the  crisis  and  urged 
that  local  church  members  be  informed 
about  the  program. 

Relief-committee  officials  also  urged 
church  leaders  to  prepare  their  congre¬ 
gations  to  respond  to  critical  needs  of  un¬ 
documented  residents  in  their 
communities  and  asked  churches  to  take 
an  offering  designated  to  support  the  im¬ 


migration  counseling  program. 

As  of  April  23  less  than  $5,000  had 
been  contributed  to  the  special  fund  (Ad¬ 
vance  No.  901250),  one  United  Methodist 
missions  official  said.  Requests  for  aid 
from  the  fund  totaling  more  than 
$300,000  had  been  submitted. 

INS  isn’t  ready,  either 

Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
officials  in  Washington  acknowledged  April 
21  that  the  bulk  of  its  own  official  network 
of  private  and  volunteer  agencies— includ¬ 
ing  some  UM-related  agencies— would  not 
be  ready  to  counsel  illegal  aliens  applying 
for  amnesty  when  the  program  begins  for 
non-farm  immigrants  May  5. 

E.  B.  Duarte  Jr.,  the  immigration-ser¬ 
vice  official  responsible  for  creating  the 
national  network,  said  that  many  of  the 
agencies  may  delay  beginning  the  ser¬ 
vice  for  as  much  as  30  days. 

"We’d  prefer  that  they  have  everything 
in  place,’’  he  said,  “and  that  they’re  trained 
and  ready  to  go  before  they  open  up." 

Ms.  Fernandez  said,  summing  up  the 
United  Methodist  national  effort,  “We 
need  volunteers.” 

Some  volunteers  will  be  asked  to  help 
amnesty  applicants  fill  out  immigration 
service  forms,  she  said. 

Counselors  will  need  to  know  when  im¬ 
migrants  can  apply;  which  documents 
are  required;  what  proofs  of  identity,  pri¬ 
or  residency  and  financial  responsibility 
are  acceptable;  and  the  costs  of  filing 
fees,  medical  exams,  fingerprinting,  pho¬ 
tographs  and  agency  fees,  Ms.  Fernandez 
said.  Fees  are  expected  to  run  from  $320 
to  as  high  as  $1,265. 

The  immigration  service  has  begun 
training  volunteer  workers  at  selected  sites 
around  the  country.  Bob  Fielder,  director 
of  UM-related  Houchen  Community  Center 
in  El  Paso,  Texas,  said  he  attended  an  im¬ 
migration  service  session  there  April  21. 


UM’s  in  strategic  locations 

“The  Catholic  Church  is  handling  the 
brunt  of  it  (amnesty  counseling  in  El 
Paso),”  he  said,  “but  we  are  so  strategical¬ 
ly  located  that  they  want  to  work  with  us." 

While  Houchen  is  not  in  the  official  im¬ 
migration-service  network,  it  is  in  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  just  four  blocks  from  the  border, 
the  Rio  Grande.  The  center  is  the  only  so¬ 
cial-service  provider  in  a  10-square-block 
area  that  contains  an  estimated  2,500  peo¬ 
ple  who  could  apply  for  amnesty. 

UM-related  Neighborhood  House  in 
Calexico,  Calif.,  had  been  contacted  by 
about  175  prospective  amnesty  appli¬ 
cants  between  April  1  and  April  21,  said 
Ricardo  Ortega,  the  director. 

Mr.  Ortega  said  his  agency  “desper¬ 
ately  needs  another  counselor”  as  well 
as  volunteers  to  do  clerical  work.  It  has 
only  one  counselor  now. 

Calexico  is  in  California’s  Imperial  Valley 
across  the  border  from  Mexicali,  Mexico. 

California  has  half  of  the  nation’s  ille¬ 
gal  aliens,  according  to  U.S.  census  esti¬ 
mates,  and  the  Los  Angeles  area  alone  is 
thought  to  be  home  to  an  estimated  2 
million  people  who  might  seek  amnesty. 

In  addition  to  direct  counseling  and  as¬ 
sistance  in  applying  for  amnesty,  many 
UM-related  agencies  are  offering  other 
aid  for  immigrants,  such  as  English  and 
civics  classes  to  help  them  meet  citizen¬ 
ship  requirements. 

Amnesty  assistance  isn’t  limited  to 
border  towns. 

At  UM-related  Bidwell-Riverside  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  an  English  as 
second  language  program  has  benefited 
Southeast  Asians,  including  Hmong  and 
Lao  tribesmen  seeking  U.S.  citizenship. 

That  agency  is  investigating  how  its 
role  might  be  expanded  in  an  immigra¬ 
tion  amnesty  program,  director  Janette 
Spencer  said. 
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Hispanics  like  these  and  citizens  of  other  countries  residing  in  the  United 
States  as  undocumented  workers  may  be  eligible  to  apply  for  citizenship 
under  a  new  immigration  law.  Churches’  immigration  counseling  work  is 
expected  to  mushroom  following  the  May  5  start  of  new  U.S.  immigration 
legislation  (see  accompanying  story). 


Pastor’s  book,  foundation 
defend  Viet  war  soldiers 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

There  may  be  no  good  wars,  but  there 
are  good  soldiers— men  and  women  who 
have  kept  the  spirit  of  Christ  alive  amid 
the  distressing  circumstance  of  war. 

One  United  Methodist  who  holds  that 
view  thinks  it  has  been  obliterated  in  the 
volumes  written  about  the  Vietnam  War, 
and  he  has  done  two  things  about  it. 

The  Rev.  William  B.  Moody,  an  asso¬ 
ciate  minister  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Waco,  Texas,  who  served  in 
Vietnam  as  a  Navy  chaplain  during  the 
1960s,  has  written  a  book  and  established 
a  non-profit  foundation  to  uphold  "the 
good  soldier"  from  Vietnam. 

Mr.  Moody’s  newly  created  Good  Sol¬ 
dier  Foundation  is  to  present  its  first 
“Spirit  of  America”  award  July  14  in 
Waco  to  a  person  who  exemplifies  the 
virtues  of  faith  and  courage  emphasized 
in  his  book,  "The  Good  Soldiers.” 

The  purpose  of  the  foundation,  Mr. 
Moody  said,  is  two-fold: 

•  To  publicize  “inspiring,  uplifting  sto¬ 
ries"  about  Vietnam  veterans  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  families,  as  well  as  of 
current  active-duty  service  members 
and  members  of  their  families. 

•  To  serve  as  a  non-profit  base  for  re¬ 
ceiving  $1  gifts  from  Vietnam  veterans. 
Those  donations  are  to  be  presented  dur¬ 
ing  1988  by  a  veteran  to  such  charities  as 
the  Jerry  Lewis  Telethon  for  Muscular 
Dystrophy. 

"We  hope  to  present  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars  to  these  charities,”  Mr. 
Moody  said,  “as  a  demonstration  to 
America  of  the  positive  impact  that 
Vietnam  veterans  are  making  in  this 
country.” 

It  is  an  effort  to  change  the  image  of 
Vietnam  veterans,  he  said. 


A  U.S.  Marine  Corps  veteran  of  World 
War  II  as  well  as  chaplain  in  Vietnam, 
Mr.  Moody  has  seen  the  brutal  side  of 
war. 

“I  don’t  want  to  come  off  as  defending 
war,  because  I’m  not,”  he  said.  “I  hate 
war.  But  I  also  hate  tyranny  and  slavery. 
And  I’m  a  strong  believer  in  the  doctrine 
of  a  strong  defense  because  I  think  it’s 
the  best  deterrent  we  have  against  war.” 

He  feels  compelled  to  “lift  up  the  posi¬ 
tive  and  the  beautiful”  in  the  lives  of 
many  of  the  men  and  women  who  have 
chosen  the  military  as  their  life’s  work. 

“I  know  it’s  kind  of  a  touchy  subject,” 
he  said.  "But  there  are  so  many  of  them 
who  love  the  Lord.” 

‘Platoon’  wasn’t  the  ‘norm’ 

He  has  seen  “Platoon,”  which  won 
awards  for  its  director— another  Viet¬ 
nam  veteran,  Oliver  Stone. 

"It  was  a  stirring,  moving,  gripping 
war  movie.”  Mr.  Moody  said. 

But  he  contends  that  it  does  not  por¬ 
tray  the  “norm”  in  Vietnam.  Rather  the 
film,  winner  of  four  Academy  Awards, 
reinforced  growing  myths  about  the  be¬ 
havior  of  Americans  in  that  war. 

“Ninety-eight  percent  (of  U.S.  soldiers) 
came  back  with  their  morality  intact,” 
he  said.  “The  killing  of  babies,  the  rap- 
ings  and  the  killing  of  fellow  soldiers  did 
not  happen  all  that  frequently.  It  wasn’t 
the  norm.” 

His  three  Vietnam  duty  tours  included 
assignments  with  U.S.  Marines  Corps 
troops  on  the  Chu  Lai  Peninsula  and 
north  of  Hue  in  the  Vietnamese  High¬ 
lands. 

“And  the  great  majority  of  those  guys 
(Vietnam  veterans)  are  not  what  we  see 
(portrayed)  in  the  newspapers,”  Mr. 
Moody  said. 


William  B.  Moody 

Mr.  Moody  does  agree,  however,  that 
some  Vietnam  veterans,  for  one  reason 
or  another,  have  been  unable  to  put  their 
experience  into  an  appropriate  perspec¬ 
tive.  Some  have  succumbed  to  drug  or  al- 
cohol  addiction  or  have  ‘‘suffered 
physical  or  psychological  wounds  from 
the  Vietnam  era.” 

Foundation  to  sponsor  seminars 

He  said  the  foundation  would  sponsor 
seminars,  featuring  Vietnam  veterans  as 
workshop  leaders— “men  with  their 
heads  screwed  on  straight’’— to  help  oth¬ 
er  veterans  overcome  their  problems. 

“There  is  a  real  bond  among  Vietnam 
veterans,  and  we  think  they  (workshop 
leaders)  can  be  of  real  help  to  those  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  been  unable  to  put  the  war 
behind  them,”  he  said. 

The  first  seminar  is  scheduled  for  No¬ 
vember  1987  in  Waco. 

For  the  foundation’s  creator,  it  is  the 
outgrowth  of  an  in-the-field  sermon  he 
delivered  more  than  20  years  ago  on  a 
bleak  December  day  in  Vietnam. 

“We  are  on  that  side  of  the  Jericho 
road  that  costs  something,"  Chaplain 
Moody  told  those  American  troops  that 
day. 


Bishop  J.  Chess  Lovern  dies  at  age  7  7 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (UMR)— Re 
tired  United  Methodist  Bishop  J.  Chess 
Lovern,  described  as  "Everyman’s 
grandfather,”  died  April  23  at  Harris 
Hospital  in  Fort  Worth  after  a  short  ill- 
ness.  He  was  77. 

The  funeral  was  April  25  in  Fort 
Worth’s  First  United  Methodist  Church 
with  Bishop  John  Russell  (Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Area)  and  the  Rev.  H.  Barry  Bai¬ 
ley,  senior  pastor,  officiating.  Burial  fol¬ 
lowed  in  Fort  Worth. 

Bishop  Lovern  had  been  serving  as 
bishop-in-residence  and  as  a  “knowledge¬ 
able  and  well-liked”  professor  of  religion 
at  Texas  Wesleyan  College  since  his  re¬ 
tirement  from  the  active  episcopacy  in 
1980.  He  led  the  church’s  Southwest  Tex¬ 


as  and  Rio  Grande  conferences  from 
1976  to  1980. 

“Bishop  Lovern 
was,  in  every  sense 
of  the  words,  a 
‘Christian  gentle¬ 
man  man,’  ”  said 
Dr.  Jerry  G.  Baw- 
com,  president  of 
Texas  Wesleyan 
College.  “He 
brought  a  serenity 
and  a  feeling  of 
quiet  confidence  to  everyone  with  whom 
he  had  contact.  He  was  Everyman’s 
grandfather.” 

A  native  of  Morgan  County,  Ga.,  Bish¬ 
op  Lovern  earned  undergraduate  and  di- 
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vinity  degrees  from  Southern  Methodist 
University.  Between  1935  and  1964  he 
served  Texas  churches  in  San  Angelo,  La 
Feria,  Edinburg,  Harlingen,  San  Antonio 
and  Lubbock. 

In  1964  he  was  appointed  senior  minis¬ 
ter  at  St.  Luke’s  Methodist  Church  in 
Oklahoma  City.  In  1972  he  was  appointed 
to  Boston  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  where  he  served 
until  elected  to  the  episcopacy  at  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  conference  at 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  in  1980. 

Family  members  are  requesting  that 
memorials  be  made  to  the  Bishop  J. 
Chess  Lovern  Student  Assistance  Fund, 
Texas  Wesleyan  College,  P.O.  Box  50010, 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  76105. 


Pastor’s  wife  in  coma  after  strangulation 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Margaret  Railey,  38-year- 
old  wife  of  the  senior  minister  at  the 
5,700-member  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  downtown  Dallas,  remained  in 
a  coma  at  the  Reporter’s  press  time  in 
"extremely  critical  condition.” 

She  was  choked  into  unconsciousness 
by  an  unidentified  attacker  at  the  fam¬ 
ily’s  home  near  midnight  on  Tuesday, 
April  21. 

Dallas  police  said  later  in  the  week 
they  had  no  “clear  suspects”  in  the  as¬ 
sault.  Police  officers  and  FBI  agents  are 
investigating  the  possibility  that  it  may 
be  related  to  a  series  of  threatening  let¬ 
ters  received  recently  by  her  husband, 
the  Rev.  Walker  L.  Railey. 

Dr.  Railey,  40,  found  his  wife  near 
death  on  the  garage  floor  at  their  resi¬ 
dence  about  12:45  a.m.  He  was  returning 
from  a  Southern  Methodist  University  li¬ 
brary  where  he  had  been  studying,  a 
First  UMC  official  said. 


$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

SOVIET  UNION  PEOPLE  WELCOME  American 

friends  as  citizen  diplomats;  enjoy  your  personal 
experience,  tour  with  Bill  Matthews,  Perkins  School 
of  Theology.  SMU.  Dallas,  TX  75275;  phone  (214) 
692-2251 

POSITION'  AVAILABLE  IN  A  1,300-member  church 

for  full-time  Director  of  Music  and  Youth.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 

626.  Carlsbad.  NM  88221,  Phone  (505)  885-3142 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  with 

emphasis  on  children's  ministry  needed  for  1,800- 
member  UMC.  Job  description  available  Send  in¬ 
quiry  or  resume  (include  photo  and  salary 
expectation)  to  Search  Committee.  FUMC.  BX 
3247,  Beaumont,  TX  77704 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  Worship  at  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856 

OPENING  FOR  CAMP  MANAGER:  100-bed,  year- 

round  site  in  Northern  Illinois  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Send  resume  to:  David 

Kell,  321  Oak  St..  DeKalb.  IL  60115,  Mav  20  deadline 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  A  1,300-member 

church  for  full-time  Director  of  Education  Salary 
negotiable  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O 

Box  626,  Carlsbad,  NM  88221,  Phone  (505)  885-3142 

INTERDENOMINATIONAL.  INTERRACIAL,  so- 

cially-active  congregation  seeks  co-pastor/ urban 
minister  Black  candidates  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
Contact  Search  Committee.  Box  7138,  Pittsburgh 

PA  15213  Send  resume /request  for  job  description. 

ORGANIST/ DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  600-mem- 

ber  church  with  excellent  program.  Part-time,  but 
can  combine  with  education/youth  ministry  for 
full-time  job  Send  resumes:  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dun¬ 
bar,  St  Luke-Simpson  UMC.  833  W.  Jefferson. 
Lake  Charles.  LA  70605  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY.  Full-time  po¬ 

sition  in  church  of  2,100  members.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble,  based  upon  experience/education.  Position 
available  June  1  Send  resume  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church.  9625  N  Mili- 
tary  Trail,  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  FL  33410. 

COME  STAY  AT  OUR  PLACE  in  the  majestic  Colo¬ 

rado  Rockies.  Camps-Retreats-Work  Camps-Fam- 
lly  Events  Sam  Leonard,  Rocky  Mountain 
Associate  Council  Director  A)  Templed  Hills  Camp 
and  Retreat  Center,  Box  38.  Woodland  Park,  CO 
80866.  (303)  687-9038.  Kevin  Witt.  Director  B)  Buck- 
horn  Camp,  2120  West  County  Rd.  #41.  Bellvue,  CO 
80512. 303/484-2508.  Rich  Henderson:  Manager 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 

lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton.  TX  78358 

CLASSIFIED 


TOUR  SOUTHERN  ENGLAND  AND  NORWAY- 

iocluding  celebration  of  250th  anniversary  of  Al- 
dersgate  May  17-June  2.  1988.  Tour  host:  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  Harris.  Chairperson  CAH,  Wyoming  Conf. 
Contact  at  42  Westfall  Ave.,  Susquehanna.  PA 
18847 


THE  TEN  COMMANDMENTS  OF  JESUS  by  Rev 
Edwin  Montfort,  Fla.  A  book  of  dynamic,  exciting 
sermons.  Acclaimed  by  UM  bishops  Newman, 
Knox,  McDavid  &  Wicke— by  UM  pastors  Brok- 
hoff,  Freiling,  Gibbs.  Wills,  Jr.  Order  from 
CCC2881  Brazelton,  Random  Lake.  WI  53075-9722, 
$5.95.  Clergy  Discount  $1.00.  Live  on  tapes  (5) 
$19.95. 


WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES 
for  one  of  the  largest  United  Methodist  churches  in 
the  Northern  Illinois  Conference.  Music  degree  re- 

3uired  with  experience  in  organ  and  choral  con- 
ucting.  As  one  of  a  five-member  staff,  the 
successful  candidate,  as  organist  and  choir  director, 
will  continue  the  church's  musical  excellence  and 
plan  strategic  growth  in  the  music  program.  The 
sanctuary  organ  is  a  1972  Moller  4-manual.  56-rank 
instrument  maintained  in  excellent  condition.  Send 
resume  and  cassette,  if  possible,  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  Court  Street  United  Methodist  Church,  215 
North  Court  Street,  Rockford,  IL  61103. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION,  em¬ 
phasis  on  Youth/Children's  work.  $18,000  begin¬ 
ning  salary.  Send  resume.  Pastor.  College  Park 
United  Methodist  Church.  644  W.  Princeton  St., 
Orlando.  FL  32804.  Call  (305)  843-7197. 


WANTED:  26  CHOIR  ROBES  for  men's  prison 
choir.  All  same  kind,  color  makes  no  difference. 
Sizes— small,  medium,  large.  Reasonable  cost  or 
donated.  Rev.  Gerald  Miller.  Box  86,  Fishertown, 
PA  15539.  (814)839-2128. 


TWO  TOURS!  SAN  FRANCISCO:  5  August-9 

August.  Deluxe  hotel;  tour;  cruise;  Sausalito;  Car¬ 
mel.  —  NYC:  Ladles  only!  2  December-6  Decem¬ 
ber.  Deluxe  hotel;  Broadway  show;  dinner; 
Rockettes;  Lincoln  Center.  Contact:  Ann  Brittain, 
Richardson  Crossing  Travel,  (214)  327-6438.  231- 
0531,  1-800-225-8893 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/YOUTH  MINISTER. 
1.000-member  church.  Salary  negotiable  based  on 
education  and  experience.  Send  resume  to  Wesley 
Daniel,  First  Methodist  Church,  1001  W  7th,  Plain- 
view,  TX  79072 


LOST  LEG  LODGE,  in  the  piney  woods  of  East 

Texas,  is  ideal  for  church  retreats  or  family  re¬ 
unions— or  any  time  a  group  of  10  to  100  wants  to 
be  together  under  one  roof— secluded  from  the 
rest  of  the  world.  Three  stories,  AC,  two  kitchens, 
pool,  hot  tub.  playground,  private  lakes,  sleeps 
over  30.  Box  832.  Crockett.  TX  75835  (409)  544-4276. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CAMPING.  Iowa  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  seeks  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Di¬ 
rector  of  Camping  and  Youth  Ministries.  For 
application  contact  Jo  Campney,  Chairperson 
CCOM  Personnel  Committee,  1019  Chestnut  Street, 
Des  Moines.  IA  50309,  (515)  283-1991.  Application 
deadline  May  22, 1987. 


A  HUNGRY  SOUL  COMPANION:  monthly  news¬ 

letter  to  enhance  spiritual  growth.  For  free  sam¬ 
ple,  send  a  legal-sized,  SASE  to:  Rev.  Stowe,  86 
East  Taylor  Hill.  Montague,  MA  01351. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 

Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun. 
Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627- 
6067,  627-9507. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel¬ 

ler’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool.  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
all  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR.  Responsi¬ 

ble  for  new  and  continuing  programs  for  pre¬ 
school,  elementary,  adult  areas  in  growing 
downtown  church  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Full-time. 
Both  positions:  Prefer  experience  and  college  de- 

See.  Salaries  negotiable.  Resumes:  Dr.  Paul  L. 

artsfield,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  1138,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33731. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  1,100-member  church 
for  full-time  Director  of  Children/Youth  Ministry 
located  in  Orlando-Disney  World  area.  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with  experience.  Phone: 
(904)383-2005 


ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR.  HISPANIC  COMMUNI¬ 
TY  Center.  Knowledge— UMC  organization;  pro¬ 
gramming;  financial  coordination.  Applicable 

Brofessional  experience  required.  Send  resume: 

ouston  Markley,  Wesley  Community  Center,  1300 
S.  10th  St.,  Phoenix,  AZ  85034. 


UMC  IN  KETCHIKAN,  ALASKA  needs  a  profes¬ 
sional  Christian  worker  to  develop  church  school 
and  youth  work  and  serve  as  resource  person  for 
other  program  areas,  including  reponsibility  for 
leadership  development  and  enabling  for  the  lay 
ministry.  The  position  offers  an  excellent  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  self-motivated  person  with  professional 
experience  to  practice  his/her  skills  in  a  unique  set¬ 
ting.  Salary  and  benefits  are  negotible.  If  interested 
Write:  PO  Box  8515,  Ketchikan,  AK  99901 


DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNICATIONS  AND  Inter¬ 
pretation.  Iowa  Annual  Conference  seeks  Director 
of  Communications  and  Interpretation  for  com¬ 
prehensive  program.  Edits  "Hawkeye,"  develops 
media  program /products,  networks  with  agencies, 
institutions,  churches  for  total  program /budget  in¬ 
terpretation.  For  application  contact  Jo  Campney, 
Chairperson.  CCOM  Personnel  Committee.  1019 
Chestnut  St..  Des  Moines,  IA  50309  (515)  283-1991 
Application  deadline  is  May  22, 1987. 


OPENING  DIRECTOR  OF  SEMINARY  Rela¬ 

tions.  Responsibility  for  annual  fund  program, 
alumni/ae  relations,  and  public  relations.  Starting 
date:  July  1.  1987  Send  letter  of  application,  re¬ 
sume,  and  names  and  phone  numbers  of  three  ref¬ 
erences  to  David  Heetland,  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary.  2121  Sheridan  Road.  Evans¬ 
ton,  IL  60201.  Application  deadline.  May  15,  1987. 
E.O.E. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  Tarrytown 

UMC,  Austin,  TX.  1,300  members,  four  profession¬ 
al  staff,  salary  negotiable.  Harold  Sassman,  Pas- 
tor,  P.O.  Box  2266,  Austin,  TX  78763. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  1,500  mem¬ 
ber  church.  Seeking  mature  young  adult  with  orga¬ 
nizational  skills.  Send  resume  to:  King's  Way  UMC, 
2401  South  Lone  Pine.  Springfield.  MO  65804. 


DRE  NEEDED  BY  UNITED  METHODIST  church 

in  suburban  Washington,  DC.  MRE  preferred  for 
full-time  position,  available  June  1.  Contact  Edgar 
Moore  (301)  652-2990, 


DYNAMIC  AUSTIN,  TEXAS  FUMC  seeks  healthy. 

open,  outgoing  person  to  direct  ministries  for 
youth  and  their  families.  State  capitol,  state  uni¬ 
versity,  highland  lake  hill  country.  Unusual  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Clergy  or  lay,  salary  negotiable.  Open  June 
1.  Contact  Kathy  Davis,  Search  Committee,  Box 
1666,  Austin,  TX  78767 


IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 

Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyurethane 
paint  on  W  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes  available. 
Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire  of  Cross  and 
Flame  Insigne.  Suite  280  World  Trade  Center,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94111  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 


BIBLE  INDEX  TABS — End  searching!  Easy  refer¬ 

ence  only  a  tab  away!  Read-study-enjoy  the  Bible. 
For  all  ages.  $5.00  pp.  100%  guarantee.  CA.  Res. 
add  6  '/*  %  tax.  Ash  Enterprises.  PO  Box  923,  Apple 
Valley,  CA  92307. 


ROSWELL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  814 

Mimosa  Blvd..  Roswell,  GA  30075  (404)  993-6218. 
Organist,  optional  Handbells  and/or  Senior  High 
Youth  Choir  director.  Full  or  part-time  depending 
on  duties.  Church  membership:  4,300.  Must  be  able 
to  play  a  wide  variety  of  music  and  possess  excel¬ 
lent  improvisational  skills.  Competitive  salary. 
Position  available  mid-summer.  Send  resume  to 
Music  Search  Committee  at  the  above  address. 


FAMILY  RETREAT,  RUSTIC  CABINS.  Horses. 

fishing,  hunting,  peace,  quiet.  Beyond  phone. 
Please  write  Quarter-Circle  Circle  Ranch  26100 
County  Road  17GG,  Gunnison,  CO  81230. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION;  grow¬ 

ing  2,000-member  church  in  a  beautiful  suburb  of 
Ft.  Lauderdale.  Salary  open.  Send  resume  and  pic¬ 
ture  to:  Plantation  United  Methodist  Church;  1001 
NW  70  Avenue,  Plantation,  FL  33313. 


STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS  CREATED  BY  your 

own  laity!  SGAA  accredited  instructor  will  travel 
to  coordinate,  instruct,  and  supervise  window  pro¬ 
jects  by  Lay  Groups.  Contact  Rebecca  Claar,  710 
W.  9th,  Gillette.  WY  82716,  phone  (307)  686-1059. 


EMERGENCY  HANDBELL  REPAIRS,  handbell 
accessories,  etc.  Write:  Bells,  P.O  Box  6124,  St. 
Matthews,  KY  40207, 


OPENING  FOR  ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  Director 

for  Congregational  Development  and  other  staff 
duties.  PNWAC;  contact  Edgar  Hersh,  Director, 
2112-3rd  Ave.,  Suite  300,  Seattle,  WA  98121. 


Dr.  Railey  said  he  had  talked  to  his 
wife  by  telephone  earlier  in  the  evening, 
but  when  a  second  call— about  12:15 
a.m.— went  unanswered,  he  went  home. 

The  couple’s  two  children,  ages  2  and 
5,  were  asleep  in  the  house  and  were  not 
injured. 

Dr.  Railey  had  recently  received  sev¬ 
eral  threats.  It  was  speculated  that  they 
might  be  from  a  white  supremacist  who 
was  angered  by  calls  from  Dr.  Railey’s 
sermons  for  racial  justice  and  under¬ 
standing.  One  typewritten  threat  was 
slipped  under  a  staff  associate’s  office 
door  Easter  morning. 

The  Easter-morning  threat  resulted  in 
the  pastor  wearing  a  bulletproof  vest 
while  he  preached.  Plain-clothes  police 
officers  were  stationed  in  the  sanctuary 
during  the  worship  service,  members  of 
the  congregation  reported. 

Rick  Silva,  a  Dallas  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  homicide  investigator,  said  no  defi¬ 
nite  connection  had  been  established 
between  the  threats  and  the  assault  upon 
Mrs.  Railey.  But  he  said  that’s  "a  possi¬ 
bility  that  we’re  checking  out.” 

Investigators  said  they  also  weren’t  rul¬ 
ing  out  the  possibility  of  a  bungled  burglary 
attempt.  According  to  a  Dallas  police  stat¬ 
istician,  22  burglaries  were  reported  in  the 
family's  fashionable  neighborhood  during 
the  first  three  months  of  1987— a  pace  well 


ahead  of  a  similar  crime  figure  for  the 
area  in  1986. 

Mrs.  Railey  was  apparently  strangled 
with  a  thin  cord  or  a  wire,  Mr.  Silva  said. 
But  there  were  no  signs  of  a  forced  entry 
or  a  struggle  and  nothing  was  disturbed 
in  the  home. 

Although  Mrs.  Railey  had  been  aware 
of  the  threats  against  her  family,  she  did 
not  appear  to  be  overly  alarmed,  friends 
said.  She  had  told  a  neighbor,  however, 
that  the  family  had  been  encouraged  by 
the  FBI  to  leave  town  for  a  few  days. 

A  proficient  organist  and  harpsichord¬ 
ist— who  had  earned  a  music  degree  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  where  she 
and  her  husband  were  college  sweet¬ 
hearts— Mrs.  Railey  has  been  employed 
part-time  on  the  music  staff  at  First 
UMC  as  a  harpsichordist  and  accompa¬ 
nist  for  a  children’s  choir. 

During  his  tenure  at  First  Church,  Dr. 
Railey  has  developed  a  reputation  as  a 
church  leader  regionally  and  nationally  as 
well  as  locally.  He  served  for  two  years  as 
president  of  the  Dallas  Community  of 
Churches  and  currently  is  a  director  on 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  He  recently  was  select* 
ed  to  deliver  a  series  of  13  sermons  in  1988 
on  United  Methodism’s  segment  of  the 
"Protestant  Hour"  radio  program. 


the  church  today 


Board  of  Global  Ministries 
to  sponsor  Soviet  tour 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)-To  help  enable 
volunteer  teachers  to  teach  the  1987-88 
interdenominational  mission  study 
theme  “The  Peoples  and  Churches  of  the 
U.S.S.R.,”  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  arranged  a  study/ 
travel  seminar  in  the  Soviet  Union  May 
4-22. 

It  is  a  joint  effort  with  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Office  of  Unity,  Ec¬ 
umenical  Development  and  Planning. 

Forty-five  United  Methodists  and  17 
persons  from  other  North  American  de¬ 
nominations  will  visit  Moscow,  Zagorsk, 
Leningrad  and  Tallinn,  Estonia,  to  meet 
with  church  leaders,  theological  school 
faculty  and  students,  Soviet  friendship 
and  peace  committees  and  women’s  or¬ 
ganizations. 

Missions  board  names 
public  relations  director 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Betty  Thomp¬ 
son,  an  internationally  known  communi¬ 
cator  and  mission  educator,  will  become 
public  relations  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Oct.  1. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nu¬ 
gent,  the  board’s  general  secretary,  the 
post  is  a  newly  created  one,  within  gen¬ 
eral  administration. 


Ms.  Thompson  has  headed  the  board’s 
Mission  Education  and  Cultivation  De¬ 
partment  since  1974.  Ms.  Thompson  was 
in  public  relations  for  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  1955-65,  first  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  and  then  in  the  council’s 
N6w  York  office,  and  supervised  the 
news  room  at  ecumenical  meetings  in 
New  Delhi,  India;  Montreal,  Canada; 
Mexico  City  and  Vancouver,  Canada.  She 
has  also  served  as  chairperson  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches’  news  and  in¬ 
formation  committee  and  is  on  the 
executive  committee  of  its  communica¬ 
tions  commission. 

Judge  rules  against  aid 
to  religious  groups 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)— Four  United 
Methodist  ministers  and  the  American 
Jewish  Congress  have  won  a  legal  battle 
against  aid  to  religious  groups  under  a 
1981  federal  law  designed  to  discourage 
teenage  sexual  activity. 

A  federal  judge  in  the  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  struck  down  the  church-aid  part 
of  the  Adolescent  Family  Life  Act,  ruling 
that  it  violates  the  constitutionally  man¬ 
dated  separation  of  church  and  state. 

U.S.  District  Court  Judge  Charles  R. 
Richey  said  the  law,  in  allowing  for 
grants  to  religious  groups,  “has  the  pri¬ 
mary  effect  of  advancing  religion  and 
fosters  excessive  entanglement  between 
government  and  religion.” 
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Centenary  Night  to  be 
observed  at  Annual  Conference 


Lights  . . .  cameras  ...  the  internation¬ 
ally  famous  Centenary  College  Choir  . . . 
The  Bishop’s  Awards  . . .  Ministerial  Fel¬ 
lowships  . . .  and  Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn 
...  all  a  part  of  this  year’s  Centenary 
Night  to  be  held  Monday,  June  1,  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome. 

Now  an  established  part  of  Louisiana’s 
Annual  Conference,  Centenary  Night  is 
a  time  to  celebrate  the  Conference  and 
the  College  with  music,  some  special 
awards,  and  some  of  the  nation’s  most 
outstanding  speakers. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  will  present  the 
Bishop’s  Awards  to  the  small,  medium 
and  large  churches  which  have  the  most 
students  at  Centenary  College.  A  silver 
trophy  is  presented  to  each  winning 
church;  the  pastors  receive  special 
passes  to  all  academic,  athletic  and  arts 
events  at  the  College. 

Centenary  College  President  Donald 
Webb  will  announce  the  1987-88  Ministe¬ 


rial  Fellows.  The  winners  of  this  compe¬ 
tition  are  invited  to  come  to  the 
Centenary  College  campus  as  the  guests 
of  the  College  to  study  the  topics  of  their 
choice.  All  resources  will  be  available  to 
the  Fellows  including  materials  in  Ma- 
gale  Library;  members  of  the  faculty 
and  staff  and  other  special  resources. 

Nomination  forms  for  both  the  Bish¬ 
op’s  Awards  and  the  Ministerial  Fellows 
competition  have  been  mailed  to  all 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
For  more  information,  please  contact 
Mark  Simmons,  Director  of  Church  Re¬ 
lations  at  Centenary. 

Highlighting  Centenary  Night  will  be 
Dr.  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Bishop  of  the  Ne¬ 
braska  Conference,  who  will  give  the 
keynote  address.  A  former  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  Dr.  Hearn  is 
the  father  of  three  Centenary  alumni. 

Centenary  Night  is  for  everyone  .  .  . 
see  you  there! 
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The  above  picture  shows  the  1986  recipients  of  the  Bishop’s  Awards  for  small, 
medium  and  large  churches. 


-News  and  Events- 


BECOMING  ONE  PEOPLE 


The  Bicentennial  of  Methodism  caused 
a  new  interest  in  the  history  of  Louisiana 
Methodism,  out  of  which  has  developed  a 
new  book,  Becoming  One  People.  A  task 
group  was  appointed  with  Anne  C.  Hearn 
as  the  chairperson.  Dr.  Walter  Lowrey  of 
Centenary  College  began  gathering  in¬ 
formation,  but  died  shortly  thereafter. 
Then,  Dr.  Walter  N.  Vernon  was  commis¬ 
sioned  to  write  the  manuscript. 

Following  the  election  of  Woodrow 
Hearn  to  the  episcopacy,  he  and  Anne 
moved  to  Nebraska.  A  revised  task 
group  was  selected,  with  Norma  S.  Wine- 
geart  as  chairperson.  Other  members 


are:  Welton  H.  Brumfield,  Jr.,  Inez  Chri- 
sentery,  Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.,  Alton  0. 
Hancock,  Charles  B.  Simmons,  Kirby  A. 
Vining  and  Harvey  G.  Williamson.  Much 
appreciated  assistance  has  been  given  by 
Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  Mrs.  W.  M.  No¬ 
lan,  and  Bentley  Sloane. 

After  about  four  years  of  work,  the 
manuscript  has  been  completed  and  Be¬ 
coming  One  People  is  being  printed  and 
bound  by  the  Everett  Companies  of  Boss¬ 
ier  City.  The  owners  and  operators,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Howard  Friday,  have  been 
most  helpful. 


SLIDELL  HOLDS  LAITY  BANQUET 


The  New  Orleans/Slidell  District 
Council  on  Ministries  is  sponsoring  a  spe¬ 
cial  evening  of  food,  entertainment  and 
fellowship  Friday,  May  15  at  7  p.m.  at 
the  First  Church  in  Slidell.  The  evening 
is  being  held  to  honor  the  tremendous 
contribution  made  to  our  churches  by 
our  very  capable  and  willing  laity. 

The  theme  for  the  evening  will  center 
on  the  Cajun  culture  of  South  Louisiana. 


We  will  start  with  a  delicious  meal  of 
fried  catfish  and  be  entertained  with  live 
Cajun  music  along  with  genuine  Cajun 
humor  at  its  best.  Mr.  Tom  Matheny,  an 
outstanding  layman  of  our  Conference, 
will  be  our  guest  speaker.  Matheny  is  the 
president  of  the  Judicial  Council. 

Tickets  are  available  from  local 
church  lay  leaders  or  pastors  at  a  cost  of 
$5  each. 


RETIRED  MINISTER’S  BANQUET 


The  Banquet  and  Program  for  the  re¬ 
tired  ministers  and  their  wives,  including 
those  who  retire  at  this  Conference,  will 
be  at  the  Noel  United  Methodist  Church 
at  12:30  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  June  2. 

A  “Hobby  Display"  is  being  consid¬ 
ered.  There  are  many  talents  in  the  Con¬ 
ference,  such  as  arts  and  crafts,  sewing, 
knitting,  wood  finishing  and  many  cre¬ 
ative  things  of  a  diversified  nature.  The 
Committee  would  like  to  get  a  response 
from  all  retired  ministers  and  their 


wives,  in  order  to  find  out  if  this  would 
be  desirable. 

Write  or  call  Cleburne  Quaid  at  721 
North  Main;  Homer,  LA.  71040.  The 
phone  number  is  (318)  927-6648.  Please 
let  him  know  your  thoughts.  If  it  looks 
promising,  we  will  keep  you  informed 
through  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist. 

These  crafts  would  be  displayed  and 
viewed  upon  entering  and  leaving  the 
banquet  room. 


A  Word  from 
the  Underwood  Family 

Dear  Friends, 

There  are  no  words  adequate  to  express  the  love  and  appreciation  we  feel 
for  the  many  thoughtful  and  caring  Methodists  of  Louisiana.  Through  your  love 
and  support  shown  to  us  in  these  most  difficult  days,  by  your  prayers,  call6, 
notes  and  letters,  we  have  been  enabled  to  face  our  sorrow  and  heartache. 

The  many  beautiful  tributes  written  about  him  and  the  work  he  was  trying  to 
do  have  helped  to  ease  the  pain  we  feel. 

We  pray  God’s  blessings  on  each  of  you  as  you  continue  in  the  work  of  the 
Kingdom. 

Billye  Underwood 
and  family 


Disciple 


BECOMING 
DISCIPLES 
THROUGH 
BIBLE  STUDY 


Handbook 


Disciple  Tape  and 
Seminar  Offered 


The  Conference  Audio-Visual  Li¬ 
brary  has  received  a  promotional  vid¬ 
eo  tape  explaining  the  use  of 
Cokesbury’s  new  Bible  Study,  DISCI¬ 
PLE. 

This  promotional  video  tape  gives 
information  about  the  entire  study  — 
you  will  see  the  components  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  Study  —  Teacher  Helps  —  actual 
pages  from  study  manuals  and  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  video  segment. 

Churches  interested  in  becoming 
more  familiar  with  this  new  study 
may  use  the  promotional  tape  free  of 
charge  by  calling  the  Audio-Visual  Li¬ 
brary  at (504) 346-1646. 

Seven  Seminars  are  scheduled  this 
summer  to  train  pastors  to  teach  DIS¬ 
CIPLE.  Becoming  Disciples  Through 
Bible  Study,  thereby  developing 
strong  Christian  leaders  among  their 
laity. 

Training  seminars  will  be  held: 
June  30- July  2  in  Dallas  (Fairmont 
Hotel),  July  7-9  near  Chicago  (Hilton 


Inn,  Lisle),  July  14-16  in  Atlanta  (Mar¬ 
riott  Hotel,  Northwest),  July  21-23  in 
Baltimore  (Tremont  Hotel),  July  28-30 
in  Charlotte,  N.C.  (Sheraton  Hotel, 
Airport),  Aug.  4-6  near  Kansas  City, 
Mo.  (Holiday  Inn,  Olathe,  Kan.),  and 
Aug.  4-6  in  Portland,  Ore.  (Red  Lion, 
Jantzen  Beach).  As  many  as  1,400  per¬ 
sons  can  be  trained  during  this  first 
series  of  training  events. 

A  fee  of  $250  will  be  charged  for 
training  each  additional  person  from 
the  same  church  or  charge.  Planners 
recommend  that  pastors  select  a 
professional  staff  member  or  a  lay¬ 
person  to  receive  training  at  the  same 
seminar.  This  person  would  become 
jne  of  the  12  persons  in  the  pastor’s 
DISCIPLE  study  group  and  would 
help  to  interpret  the  program. 

Registration  is  limited  for  each  lo¬ 
cation.  To  register,  call  (toll  free)  1- 
800-672-1789  or  write  Cokesbury; 
“Disciple"  Bible  Study;  P.  O.  Box  801; 
Nashville,  TN  37202. 


Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  to  Host  TV  Program 


On  Monday,  March  30,  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  signed  a  con¬ 
tract  for  the  production  of  a  28  minute 
documentary  video  tape  production  and 
a  26  week,  half  hour  "talk  show."  The 
documentary  of  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  will  highlight  the  multi-service 
residential  care  and  counseling  agency 
in  its  home  in  Ruston.  It  will  offer  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  meet  the  staff,  children, 
youth,  and  families  who  are  involved  in 
the  Children’s  Home,  and  visually  expe¬ 
rience  the  ministry  and  atmosphere. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  production 
is  to  inform  Methodists,  and  other  Chris¬ 
tians,  as  well  as  the  entire  population  of 
Louisiana,  about  the  Home.  “The  empha¬ 
sis  will  be  on  who  we  are,  what  we  are, 
and  what  we  do  at  the  Home.” 

It  was  necessary  to  turn  away  more 
than  300  children  who  needed  our  help 
during  1986  because  we  didn’t  have  the 
staff  or  facilities  to  accommodate  more 
children.  We  are  doing  our  best  to  help 
families  with  their  problems  before  they 


need  residential  care  at  our  Home.  The 
television  program  will  be  one  of  several 
new  programs  that  may  be  called  "pre¬ 
ventative  medicine." 

The  professionally  written,  filmed, 
produced,  and  directed  documentary  will 
be  of  such  high  quality  that  it  can  be 
shown  by  satellite  to  the  whole  country. 

A  professional  television  personality, 
Rick  Rowe,  from  Shreveport’s  Channel  3, 
will  serve  as  host/narrator,  and  writer. 
David  Stone,  Executive  Director  of  Al¬ 
ternate  View  Network,  will  also  assist  in 
the  writing.  Augie  Aamodt,  Director  of 
Development  at  the  Home,  will  oversee 
the  entire  project  and  assist  with  the 
writing. 

The  talk  show,  called  “Putting  the 
Pieces  in  Place”  will  air  on  a  regularly 
scheduled  Sunday  morning  line-up  from 
11-11:30  a.m.  on  SATCOM  4,  TRAN¬ 
SPONDER  10  or  on  local  cable  compa¬ 
nies  carrying  the  American  Movie 
Classics  (AMC)  Network. 


Pre- Conference  Legislative 
Sessions  to  be  Conducted  May  16 

Plans  for  the  1987  Louisiana  Annual  on  all  reports.  Each  report  will  be  voted 

Conference  have  been  in  the  making  for  on  separately  at  the  end  of  the  presenta- 

a  number  of  months.  Annual  Conference  tion.  A  concensus  vote  will  be  taken  and 

will  be  held  once  again  in  Shreveport  passed  on  to  the  Annual  Conference, 

with  Centenary  College  and  First  United  Those  reports  that  are  voted  to  the  con- 
Methodist  Church  hosting  the  event  and  sent  calendar  will  not  be  presented  at 
Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of  the  Houston  Area  Annual  Conference  in  detail.  Any  amend- 
presiding.  The  dates  for  this  year’s  Annu-  ments  to  the  reports  must  be  submitted 
al  Conference  are  June  1-4.  in  writing. 

Again  this  year  there  will  be  the  Pre-  The  Conference  Secretary  will  for- 
Conference  Legislative  sessions  sched-  ward  these  to  the  appropriate  Board  for 
uled  in  each  of  the  nine  districts  its  consideration  and  presentation  to  the 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  on  Annual  Conference.  Conference  Boards 
Saturday,  May  16,  from  9  a  m.  until  noon.  and  Agencies  wishing  to  share  informa- 

All  pastors  and  Annual  Conference  tion  and  answer  questions  regarding 
delegates  should  be  in  attendance  at  their  report  are  to  have  a  representative 
these  conferences.  Each  District  Super-  present  at  the  conferences  in  order  to 
intendent  will  be  in  charge  of  the  event  give  a  more  complete  understanding  of 
in  his  district.  All  nine  districts  will  be  the  report  to  the  delegates, 
meeting  at  the  same  time  in  their  re-  These  Pre-Conference  Legislative  Ses- 
spective  areas.  sions  will  give  more  time  at  Annual  Con- 

A  presentor  has  been  selected  by  each  ference  for  worship,  instruction  and  inspi- 
District  Superintendent  who  will  guide  ration.  Such  a  procedure  will  enable  the 
the  delegates  through  the  Pre-Confer-  delegates  to  move  through  the  matters  of 
ence  Report  Book,  sharing  information  business  with  expediency  and  accuracy. 

The  locations  of  the  conferences  are  as  follows: 

Alexandria .  First  Church,  Alexandria 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond .  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

Baton  Rouge/ Lafayette .  First  Church.  Lafayette 

Lake  Charles  .  First  Church,  Lake  Charles 

Monroe .  First  Church,  Winnsboro 

New  Orleans/Houma  Rayne  Memorial  Church,  New  Orleans 

New  Orleans/Slidell .  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 

Ruston  .  First  Church,  Arcadia 

Shreveport .  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport 

Emory  Alumni  to  Hold  Banquet 

Dr.  Nancy  Ammerman,  assistant  pro-  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreve- 
fessor  of  sociology  of  religion  at  the  port.  La. 

Emory  University  Candler  School  of  Tickets  are  *6  and  checks  may  be 
Theology,  will  be  the  featured  speaker  at  made  payable  to  the  First  United  Meth- 
the  annual  meeting  and  luncheon  of  the  odist  Church  Reservations  must  be 
Louisiana  Conference' "Emofy  Club  on  made  by  Wednesday  May^S  to  the  Rev 
Wednesday,  June  3.  The  event,  open  to  Ken  Irby,  P.  O.  Box  156  Luling  La  ’ 
Candler  School  of  Theology  alumni,  will  70070.  For  more  information  call’  Rev’ 
begin  at  12:30  p.m.  in  Bain  Hall  of  the  Irby  at  (504)  785-6222  or  785-6868. 

Session  for  Laity  Only 

A  special  lay  session  will  be  held  at  An-  she  began  to  work  as  a  full  time  church 
nual  Conference  on  Monday,  June  1  at  professional,  she  was  involved  in  public 
1:30  p.m.  in  the  Activities  Building  of  school  education  as  a  teacher,  counselor 
First  United  Methodist  in  Shreveport,  and  administrator.  Ms.  Magee  has  also 
Marilyn  Magee  from  Nashville  will  be  worked  as  a  social  worker, 
the  inspirational  speaker.  Ms.  Magee  is  T  u  , 

the  Assistant  General  Secretary,  section  .  r?  her  003  church*  Ms.  Magee  has 
on  Ministry  of  the  Laity,  General  Board  neld  many  offices  and  has  served  on  a 
of  Discipleship  of  the  United  Methodist  "umber  of  committees.  She  is  a  certified 
Church.  Her  section  offers  leadership,  la^,  sP*aker  and  has  taught  beginning 
consultation,  demonstration  and  resourc-  advanced  courses  in  Lay  Speaking 
ing  for  all  areas  of  Lay  Ministry.  schools. 

Prior  to  coming  to  this  position,  Ms.  Born  and  raised  in  Southern  Illinois, 
Magee  served  as  Executive  Director  of  Ms.  Magee  was  formally  educated  at  Illi- 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  in  nois  State  University,  Normal,  and  at 
the  Northern  Illinois  Conference.  Before  Loyola  University  of  Chicago. 
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Tom  Holman,  Director  of  Methodist  Children’s  Home's  Reception  and  Emergen¬ 
cy  Care  Center,  is  interviewed  by  Rick  Rowe. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Harvey  G.  Williamson  Ben  Oliphint 

Kim  Dent 

Council  Director-Editor  Acting  Bishop 

Editorial  Assistant 

Christian  Education 
Banquet  at  Conference 


The  Christian  Education  Banquet 
III  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  evening 
June  2,  in  Bain  Hall  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church  at  5:15  p.m.  The 
Banquet  will  feature  the  Bentley 


Dr.  Charles  R.  Foster 


Sloane  Awards  for  Excellence  in 
Christian  Education  to  local  churches 
and  educators. 

District  nominees  in  the  small, 
middle  and  large  church  categories 
will  be  recognized.  The  top  selection 
in  each  category  will  receive  the 
Sloane  Award.  The  Professional  Edu¬ 
cator  of  the  Year  will  be  acknowl¬ 
edged  also.  And,  a  new  category,  the 
Christian  Educators’  Hall  of  Fame 
will  be  established  to  remember  con¬ 
tributions  from  persons  from  the 
past. 

Dr.  Charles  R.,  Chuck,  Foster  will 
be  the  keynote  speaker  for  the  eve¬ 
ning.  Chuck  is  the  professor  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  at  Scarritt  Graduate 
School  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  A  noted 
lecturer,  Dr.  Foster  is  also  the  author 
of  The  Ministry  of  the  Volunteer 
Teacher,  The  Church  in  the  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  Public  and  Teaching  In  the 
Community  of  Faith. 

Tickets  for  the  banquet  are  $6  per 
person.  No  tickets  will  be  available  at 
the  door. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

The  Christian  Education  Banquet  at  Annual  Conference  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  June  2  at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  at  5:15  p.m.  Tickets  may 
be  purchased  by  sending  in  this  form  and  $6  per  person  to: 

Dr.  John  Braden 
527  N.  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
Deadline  for  purchasing  tickets  is  May  27th. 

Name  _ _ _ 

Church  _ _ 
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My  Witness 

Mothers ,  sons  and  Christian  faithfulness 


Mother’s  Day  poem 
shows  son’s  gratitude 


By  BOBBIE  L.  LOVE 

I  am  a  single  parent  with  two  sons, 
ages  18  and  20.  With  all  the  negative 
press  about  teens  and  the  pressures 
they  face,  we  as  parents  do  the  very 
best  we  know  how. 

So  much  of  the  time  we  have  the 
feeling  of  uncertainty  about  getting 
through  to  them. 

Last  Mothers'  Day,  Rodney,  my  old¬ 
er  son,  had  just  turned  19.  His  custom¬ 
ary  gift  to  me  was  to  prepare  a  special 
breakfast  for  me  and  to  serve  it  along 
with  a  single  flower  in  a  bud  vase. 

Rodney  did  that  again  last  year. 
But  after  the  breakfast,  he  gave  me 
the  following  letter.  He  said  to  me,  “I 
wanted  to  give  you  a  poem,  but  what  I 
wanted  to  say,  I  couldn’t  make 
rhyme.” 

As  l  look  back  on  my  childhood 
years,  / 1  see  three  basic  roles  you 
were  to  me.  /  When  on  my  own,  1  was 
helpless,  /  You  were  my  strength  my 
provider.  /You  nourished  me  with 
food  and  your  love.  /  Then  as  1  grew, 
and  became  less  dependent 

On  you  for  basic  physical  needs./ 
You  took  on  the  long  role  of  being  my 
teacher.  /  The  wisdom  that  you  taught 


me  has  molded 

And  conformed  to  what  I  am  to¬ 
day.  /  You  not  only  taught  me  through 
your  words 

But  also  by  your  life. /The  good 
qualities  l  see  in  my  life/ Are  because  l 
saw  them  in  yours.  / 1  believe  our  rela¬ 
tionship  is  becoming  something 

Deeper  than  the  previous  two  sta¬ 
ges. /It's  that  never-ending  friendship 
that  will 

Never  cease  to  grow  stronger.  / 1 
look  forward  to  knowing  you  as  my 
mother 

Who  is  also  my  best  friend.  /You 
developed  within  me  a  solid  founda¬ 
tion  /Upon  which  1  now  stand.  /  And 
now  the  Lord  can  build  on  that/ And 
make  me  what  He  wants  me  to  be,  / 
Because  of  that  solid  foundation  you 
have  laid.  /  My  words  cannot  express 
the  appreciation  / 1  have  for  the  lov¬ 
ing  endurance  you  have  given 
me.  /  The  words  that  come  closest  is,  1 
love  you.  /  And  1  thank  the  Lord  for 
blessing  me  with 

A  mother  like  you. 

Rodney 

Happy  Mothers  Day 

I  thank  God  for  his  blessing. 


Gifts  reflect  Mom’s 
Christian  commitment 


By  WILLIAM  SANFORD 

I’m  proud  of  many  things  my  mom 
has  done  in  her  long  and  useful  life. 

Here  I  want  to  make  specific  men¬ 
tion  of  two  things  she  did  in  her  80s. 
Both  actions  stand  as  solid  evidence  of 
her  lifelong  commitment  to  Christ  and 
His  church.  Both  testify  to  her  concern 
and  compassion  for  people  in  need. 

What  did  she  do?  From  resources 
that  could  not  be  counted  extensive, 
she  made  two  gifts. 

One  gift  was  to  the  Califomia-Nevada 
United  Methodist  Foundation.  The 
amount  was  $8,000,  and  the  instruction 
was  this:  Invest  this  money,  and  every 
year  send  the  interest  it  earns,  equally 
divided,  to  the  following  four  causes — 
Self-help  for  a  Hungry  World/Meals  for 
Millions,  International  Christian  Schol¬ 
arship  Foundation,  Heifer  Project  Inter¬ 
national  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (half  to  the  World  Di¬ 
vision  and  half  to  the  National  Division). 

The  second  gift  also  was  given  to  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
amount  was  $3,000.  It  has  been  desig¬ 
nated  the  Abbie  B.  Sanford  Permanent 
Fund.  And,  again,  the  principal  will  re¬ 
main  intact,  and  the  interest  will  go 


year  after  year  to  “the  relief  of  hunger 
in  Africa,”  including  helping  to  provide 
water  where  most  needed. 

One  of  the  things  I  especially  like 
about  these  gifts  is  this:  They  frustrate 
the  power  of  death  to  stop  Mom’s  influ¬ 
ence  for  good  in  the  world.  For  unima¬ 
ginable  years  to  come— long  after  I 
am  gone — Mom’s  love  will  be  bringing 
blessings  to  needy  people.  I  like  that!  I 
think  that’s  terrific.  “Yeah,  Mom!” 

There  would  be  nothing  at  all 
wrong  with  others  of  us  taking  a  page 
from  Mom’s  book  of  practice. 

“My  Witness "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Bobbie  vL.  Love  is  a  member 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  (Central  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference),  and  the  Rev. 
William  C.  Sanford  is  pastor  of 
Atwater  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Atwater,  Calif.  (California-Nevada 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"My  Witness,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


Here  I  Stand 

Church  institutions  need  to  reflect 


A  recent  flap  in  Norway  hits  close  to 
home  regarding  the  way  many  of  us  view 
and  carry  out  our  calling  as  Christians. 

The  flap  resulted  from  public  com¬ 
ments  by  a  World  Council  of  Churches 
official,  the  Rev.  S.  Wesley  Ariarajah. 
Mr.  Ariarajah  is  a  Methodist  minister 
from  Sri  Lanka,  an  island  country  off  the 
coast  of  India  where  Christians  are  a 
small  minority. 

Mr.  Ariarajah.  who  heads  the  WCC’s 
program  to  promote  dialogue  between 
Christians  and  non-Christians,  said  the 
church  should  stop  efforts  to  convert  the 
non-Christian  world.  Christians  should 
"drop  the  idea  that  all  other  religions  are 
living  in  darkness  without  any  experi¬ 
ence  of  God,”  Mr.  Ariarajah  said. 

The  negative  response  from  Norwe¬ 
gian  church  leaders  was  immediate  and 

Only  God  has  power 
to  ‘convert’  hearts 

We  generally  disagree  with  the  views 
recently  expressed  by  the  Rev.  S.  Wesley 
Ariarajah  about  sharing  the  Christian 
Gospei  with  non-Christians  (see  preced¬ 
ing  editorial). 

However,  he  makes  a  valid  point— 
perhaps  unintentionally— when  he  says 
that  Christians  should  give  up  efforts  to 
“convert”  non-Christians. 

We  refer  specifically  to  use  of  the 
word  “convert.” 

Common  usage  of  the  word  includes 
most  of  what  is  usually  meant  by  “mak¬ 
ing  disciples  ”:  witnessing  to  others  about 
God’s  love  revealed  through  Jesus 
Christ,  calling  them  to  repentance  and 
belief  in  God  and  inviting  them  into  the 
fellowship  of  the  church. 

It  is  theologically  more  precise,  how¬ 
ever,  to  view  “conversion,”  or  the  inward 
spiritual  change  toward  faith  in  God,  as 
something  that  God  does,  not  something 
we  as  humans  do. 

Traditionally  Christians  have  viewed 
conversion  as  the  action  of  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it  on  the  human  heart.  Accordingly,  con¬ 
version  is  not  produced  by  human  power 
but  only  by  the  grace  and  power  of  God. 

Conversion  understood  that  way  can 
refer  to  a  sudden  change  of  heart— or 
what  John  Wesley  called  the  “new 
birth."  But  it  also  can  include  day-to-day 
spiritual  growth  and  renewal.  According 
to  the  Protestant  reformer,  John  Calvin, 
“We  are  converted  to  God  . . .  gradually 
and  by  sure  degrees.” 

An  understanding  of  conversion  as  the 
work  of  God  is  an  important  reminder  as 
we  share  the  Gospel  of  Christ  with  others. 
We  properly  can  see  our  role  as  very  im¬ 
portant.  We  are  co-workers  with  God. 

But  we  should  avoid  any  delusion  that 
we  are,  or  are  called  to  be,  spiritual  mir¬ 
acle-workers  by  remembering  and  ac¬ 
knowledging  that  “only  God  gives  the 
growth”  (1  Corinthians  3:7). 

If  we  will  maintain  that  perspective  in 
our  outreach  efforts,  we  will  avoid  un¬ 
flattering  spiritual  arrogance  and  exhib¬ 
it  the  kind  of  humility  that  makes  our 
Christian  witness  winsome  and  convinc¬ 
ing  to  others. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


To  the  Editor: 

I  read  Mark  Heiss’  self-serving  and 
egotistical  article  headlined,  "Is  it  ever 
right  for  Christians  to  break  the  law?” 
with  the  same  disgust  as  I  have  read  sim¬ 
ilar  articles  and  seen  similar  “Hey,  look, 
Ma,  we  re  protesting!”  pictures  in  the 
Reporter  (see  UMR,  April  24). 

I  know  we  United  Methodists  are  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  somewhat  liberal.  But  by 
presenting  only  the  unlawful  protester’s 
side  of  their  actions,  many  of  us  here  in 
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unequivocal.  The  views  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Ole  Borgen  (Northern  Eu¬ 
rope  Central  Conference)  represent  the 
focus  of  that  response.  He  said  there’s 
nothing  wrong  with  mutual  understand¬ 
ing  between  religions,  but  Christianity 
must  still  maintain  that  there  is  "salva¬ 
tion  in  none  other  than  Christ.” 

We  agree  with  those  who  consider  Mr. 
Ariarajah’s  comments  unfortunate  and  in¬ 
appropriate.  At  the  same  time,  we  see  in 
them  a  reflection  of  a  growing  tendency  in 
the  church  to  blunt  or  ignore  Christian 
teachings  that  might  be  offensive. 

That  tendency  is  especially  evident  in 
the  timid  way  many  Christians  handle 
Jesus’  mandate  in  Matthew  28  to  “make 
disciples  of  all  nations.” 

The  mistaken  rationale  offered  by  Mr. 
Ariarajah  and  many  other  advocates  of  a 
“tread  softly”  approach  is  that  a  literal 
application  of  Matthew  28  is  not  possible. 
Nor,  they  believe,  will  it  be  tolerated  in 
the  modern  world  with  its  many  compet¬ 
ing  religious  beliefs  and  practices. 

That’s  nonsense.  Christianity  always  has 
occupied  such  a  world.  It’s  highly  improb¬ 
able  that  the  Christian  faith  would  ever 
have  expanded  to  a  position  of  worldwide 
influence  if  believers  in  previous  ages  had 
not  acted  out  a  literal  understanding  of 
that  verse— even  at  the  risk  of  offending 
someone  else’s  religious  views. 

That  does  not  excuse  or  justify  the 
“crusade  mentality”  and  the  “colonial 
mentality"  that  at  times  have  infected 
Christianity.  At  their  extremes  those  out¬ 
looks  have  fueled  bloody  religious  wars 
and  resulted  in  non-Christians  being 
looked  upon  as  “godless  heathens,”  not 
as  human  beings  God  loves. 

Such  expressions  of  Christian  fervor  run 
amok,  however,  are  rare  exceptions  and 
not  the  norm  as  Mr.  Ariarajah  implies. 

As  Christians,  we  should  learn  from 
such  “worst-case  scenarios,’’  but  we 
should  not  let  our  views  and  practice  of 
mission  outreach  be  shaped  by  them.  To 
do  so  would  reflect  a  loss  of  faith,  nerve 
and  vigor  in  fulfilling  our  calling  as 
Christ’s  ambassadors  in  the  world. 

Losses  of  faith,  nerve  and  vigor  lead  to 
other  forms  of  decline  in  the  church.  It  is 
not  accidental  that  churches  that  boldly 
act  out  the  purpose  and  calling  of  Mat¬ 
thew  28  usually  are  expanding  rather 
than  declining. 

A  faithful  response  to  the  Gospel  should 
include  aggressive  efforts  to  build  up  the 
body  of  Christ  among  whomever  we  find 
ourselves,  including  those  of  other  faiths 
and  those  with  no  religious  faith  at  all. 

To  say  that  does  not  imply  that  we  re¬ 
gard  others  as  “living  in  darkness  without 
any  experience  of  God.”  Rather  it  means 
we  feel  called  to  share  our  understanding 
of  God’s  good  news  with  others  because  we 
love  them  as  God  loves  us.  That  love  in¬ 
cludes  God’s  will  that  all  people  be  offered 
the  deepest  and  fullest  expression  of  reli¬ 
gious  truth  available. 

That  conviction  should  be  central  to 
our  thinking  and  planning  at  all  levels  of 
our  church— international,  national,  con¬ 
ference  and  congregational.  If  that’s  not 
the  case  in  groups  in  which  you  are  most 
actively  involved,  why  not?  What  can  be 
done  about  it?  What  will  you  do? 


Cocoa  Beach  believe  you  are  going  too  far. 

Almost  anyone  can  gather  a  crowd  to 
protest  nearly  anything  in  this  wonderful 
America.  But  rule  by  unlawful  protesting — 
or  mob  rule — is  anarchy.  It  took  the  West¬ 
ern  Hemisphere  more  than  a  1,000  years  to 
get  rid  of  this  kind  of  costly,  non-productive 
and,  yes,  non-Christian  practice. 

I  am  not  pleased  to  think  what’s 
next— terrorist  activity?— when  unlaw¬ 
ful  protesting  becomes  accepted  and, 
therefore,  too  bland. 

The  protesters  at  the  Trident  missile 
test  firing  at  Cape  Canaveral,  of  which 
you  seemed  happy  to  print  a  photo  of 
some  United  Methodists  enjoying  them¬ 
selves,  cost  the  citizens  of  Brevard  Coun¬ 
ty  more  than  $180,000  in  public  funds  for 
police  duties  and  other  services. 

This  burden  is  now  ours  to  pay  wheth¬ 
er  or  not  we  supported  the  protest.  To 
cause  “innocent  others”  that  much  strain 
is  not,  never  was  and  never  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  Christian. 

They  came.  They  were  seen.  They  ac¬ 
complished  nothing.  They  made  a  mess. 
They  paid  NOTHING,  and  they  left.  I 
presume  much  the  same  happened  at  the 
Nevada  test  site. 

So,  to  Mr.  Heiss  I  say,  grow  up.  Get  a 
job,  and  earn  your  right  to  be  a  citizen  of 
this  country.  Vote  at  every  election  for 
which  you  are  qualified.  If  you  feel  so 
strongly  about  this  matter,  take  the  trou¬ 
ble  to  run  for  public  office  and  make 
changes  from  within. 

And  to  you,  Mr.  Editor,  I  ask  the  favor 
of  printing  the  lawful  side  of  these  un- 
Christian  excursions. 

H.  M.  Waddell 
Cocoa  Beach,  Florida 

Reasoning  is  flawed 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  Mark  Heiss’s  April  24 
"Here  I  Stand”  article:  Though  I  admire 
his  standing  for  his  convictions,  I  think 
the  writer’s  reasoning  is  flawed. 

If  Mr.  Heiss  is  a  student  of  history,  he 
should  know  that  from  the  time  the  Bol¬ 
sheviks  seized  power  in  1917  to  the  pre¬ 
sent,  the  communist  government  in 
Moscow  has  had  one  dominant  goal:  the 
political  and  economic  control  of  the 
whole  world. 

It  has  never  renounced  this  aim.  In  fact, 
the  Soviets  reiterate  it,  openly,  in  the  high¬ 
est  level  meeting  of  their  presidium  each 
year.  But  many  of  us  refuse  to  believe  it. 

We  need  to  continue  to  try  to  reach 


By  JAMES  P.  ARCHIBALD 

Mainline  Protestants  seem  to  drift  in 
the  direction  of  two  unfortunate  patterns 
as  we  carry  out  our  institutional  ministry. 

On  the  one  hand,  we  display  an  urge  to 
keep  our  religious  motivation  hidden  or 
at  least  disguised.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
have  a  tendency  to  take  on  a  ministry 
and  then  distance  ourselves  from  it! 

That  has  been  particularly  apparent  in 
the  educational,  social  and  healing  estab¬ 
lishments  we  have  created.  Our  fore¬ 
bears  recognized  that  “a  mind  is  a 
terrible  thing  to  waste”  and  therefore 
created  most  of  the  historic  educational 
institutions  in  America. 

These  were  also  the  people  who  recog¬ 
nized  that  healing  was  an  important  part 
of  Jesus’  ministry  and  therefore  believed 
that  it  ought  to  be  a  part  of  the  church’s 
ministry  today.  Out  of  this  motivation 
came  an  enormous  network  of  hospitals. 

Our  history  is  impressive 

A  minister’s  concern  for  the  limited 
employment  opportunities  of  his  handi¬ 
capped  parishioners  gave  birth  to  Good¬ 
will  Industries.  It  was  the  church  that 
pioneered  in  ministry  to  the  aged. 

The  history  of  unselfish  striving  to  fulfill 
those  callings  is  impressive  and  thrilling! 
The  awareness  of  that  sense  of  mission  is 


agreement  with  them  on  a  wide  range  of 
issues— but  with  our  eyes  wide  open.  To 
just  put  blind  trust  in  them  to  keep  an 
agreement,  when  they  in  one  way  or  an¬ 
other  have  broken  nearly  every  agree¬ 
ment  they  have  ever  made  with  us, 
would  be  the  height  of  folly. 

Let’s  not  be  so  quick  to  blame  our  own 
president  and  his  administration  for  an 
arms  race  that  has  been  forced  upon  us 
by  an  adversary  who  down  through  the 
years  has  made  treachery  and  deceit 
into  an  art.  Carl  Ortloff 

Jenks,  Oklahoma 

What  are  we  waiting  for? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  the  Reporter  with  pleasure  until  I 
run  into  an  article  such  as  one  appearing 
in  the  April  24  issue  headlined,  “Evangelism 
proposed  for  1989-92.”  Then  I  blow  up. 

Quote:  "Evangelism  was  singled  out  as 
the  major  concern  by  70  percent  of  per¬ 
sons  polled  during  a  3-year  research  pro¬ 
cess.’’  And:  “The  study  team  was 
authorized  to  seek  advice  regarding  a 
proposed  evangelism  ‘theme’  from  the 
denomination’s  four  program  boards  and 
numerous  other  church  agencies." 

Think  of  it!  Three  years  research  by  a 
team  of  overpaid,  overeducated  bureau¬ 
crats  on  the  most  fundamental  subject  of 
church  life.  Three  years  research  on  the 
very  heart  and  soul  of  the  church— any 
church.  As  though  evangelism  was  some 
new-found,  profound  objective. 

Why  should  building  church  member¬ 
ship  and  influence  be  an  on-again,  off- 
again  affair?  Why  should  winning  souls 


assuring  to  those  we  seek  to  serve. 

We  can  be  more  effective  in  ministry 
if  we  help  people  understand  that  our 
motivation  for  oper¬ 
ating  such  facilities 
is  not  financial.  It’s 
not  for  the  sake  of 
transferring  money 
from  their  pockets  to 
ours  but  rather  a  de¬ 
sire  to  be  faithful  to 
what  God  wants  of  us 
as  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  the  human  family. 

Today’s  credibility  gap  causes  people 
to  be  uneasy  about  the  motivation  of 
those  who  seek  to  serve  them.  But  there 
is  still  credibility  among  those  who  are  a 
part  of  the  church. 

A  staff  working  in  a  church  facility 
with  a  sense  of  mission  is  rendering  a 
different  kind  of  service  from  those  who 
regard  their  work  as  “a  job.”  Providing 
job  satisfaction  for  staff  members  ought 
also  to  be  a  part  of  our  mission  and  a  by¬ 
product  of  such  ministry. 

Christian  ministry  needs  to  be  recog¬ 
nizable  for  another  reason.  While  the 
church  enjoys  a  better  reputation  than 
most  secular  institutions,  the  credibility 
gap  impinges  on  us  as  well. 

Making  our  mission  apparent  is  a  very 


for  Christ  be  anything  but  an  every-day, 
every-week,  every-year  concern? 

Why  is  there  a  need,  with  consequent 
loss  of  precious  time,  to  consult  with  a 
half-dozen  agencies  of  the  hierarchy? 
Why  is  evangelism  not  treated  as  the 
very  foundation  stone  of  the  church,  any 
church?  And,  finally,  why  wait  until 
1989-92  to  get  started? 

One  searches  the  pages  of  history  in 
vain  to  discover  avenues  over  which 
churches  marched  to  greatness  other  than 
by  evangelism.  That’s  just  plain  soliciting 
men/women  to  accept  Jesus  as  savior. 
Dave  R.  McKown 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Let’s  work  harder 

To  the  Editor: 

Within  limits,  some  of  David  Ring’s 
points  are  valid  (see  UMR,  April  10).  It 
may  be  that  we  have  placed  a  little  too 
much  emphasis  on  pensions  of  late. 

However,  Mr.  Ring  is  definitely  in  er¬ 
ror  when  he  says,  "No  United  Methodist 
clergyperson  has  ever  failed  to  receive  a 
single  penny  of  his  or  her  well-deserved 
pension  benefits.”  I  hope  he  is  correct 
when  he  adds,  “None  ever  will. . . .” 

I  can  very  well  remember  years  when 
retirees  were  not  promised  very  much  and 
had  little  assurance  that  they  would  receive 
all  of  that  . . .  and  sometimes,  indeed,  did 
not  receive  all  they  had  been  promised. 

If  our  younger  clergy  members  think 
we  place  too  much  emphasis  on  pensions' 
in  trying  to  secure  them  on  a  long-term 
basis,  they  should  have  been  around 


practical  way  of  combating  a  depressing 
but  growing  number  of  negative  images 
that  exist  about  churches  and  church 
people. 

We’re  not  ignoring  human  need 

The  ministry  of  the  church  in  our  soci¬ 
ety,  when  it  is  recognized,  is  ample  evi¬ 
dence  that  religious  people  are  not 
content  to  ignore  human  need  but  are 
putting  forth  a  conscious  effort  to  make 
the  proclamation  of  our  faith  coincide 
with  our  actions. 

People  are  often  indifferent,  or  even  re¬ 
pelled  by,  the  church  because  they  fail  to 
see  it  as  a  team  working  on  the  things  that 
God  wants  to  accomplish  in  the  world. 

There  are  a  variety  of  ways  that  we 
can  identify  our  ministries.  A  Roman 
Catholic  hospital  operated  by  the  Sisters 
of  the  Holy  Cross  has  an  8'/2-inch-by-lI- 
inch  plaque  placed  on  the  wall  in  each 
patient’s  room.  The  plaque  spells  out  the 
hospital's  reason  for  being. 

Roman  Catholics  traditionally  use 
more  symbolism  than  Protestants  do, 
and  such  symbols  clearly  differentiate 
their  missions  from  those  sponsored  by 
public  or  other  secular  groups. 

Religiously  identifiable  names  can  give 
an  initial  impression  about  motivation 
that  is  not  conveyed  when  an  institution  is 


when  we  had  to  spend  in  every  local 
church  an  inordinate  amount  of  effort 
and  time  trying  to  raise  our  apportion¬ 
ments  for  conference  claimants! 

Many  a  pastor  has  had  to  forego  a  sal¬ 
ary  increase,  and  often  churches  have 
had  to  cut  back  on  essential  programs 
because  of  this  burden. 

As  soon  as  our  unfunded  pension  re¬ 
sponsibility  is  funded,  it  will  be  possible 
for  many  conference  boards  to  cut  back 
on  their  askings  (and  on  the  emphasis 
Mr.  Ring  abhors)  and  still  provide  a 
properly  funded  pension  program. 

Instead  of  quitting  when  we  are  this 
close  to  the  finish  line,  let’s  work  a  little 
harder  to  complete  the  job  of  covering  our 
unfunded  obligations.  Then  perhaps  we 
can,  indeed,  quit  placing  so  much  empha¬ 
sis  on  pensions . . .  and  just  provide  them! 

James  J.  Sperlin 
Mertzon,  Texas 

More  congregations  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Douglas  Cannon’s  April  17  article  on 
the  1985  membership  statistics  released 
by  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  provides  our  church  with 
as  clear  an  argument  for  a  massive 
church  planting  campaign  as  anything 
I’ve  seen  printed  in  the  Reporter  in  quite 
some  time. 

While  Mr.  Cannon  was  selective  in  the 
figures  he  used  in  his  article,  he  gave 
enough  for  his  readers  to  make  their  own 
computations  with  the  following  results: 

In  the  United  States  we  had  a  net  loss 
in  the  number  of  congregations  of  only 
0.39  percent  but  managed  to  report  a  0.8 
percent  net  membership  loss  in  1985. 
(That  corresponds  to  a  net  loss  denomin¬ 
ationwide  since  1968  of  9.3  percent  of  the 
1968  congregations  and  16.4  percent  of 
the  1968  membership.) 

Overseas  the  story  was  different  in 
1985.  With  only  3.8  percent  net  increase 
in  the  number  of  congregations,  the 
church  reported  a  10.8  percent  member¬ 
ship  gain. 

While  many  reasons  will  always  be 
given  for  membership  gains  and  losses, 
let  it  be  known  by  one  and  all:  the  United 
Methodist  membership  decline  will  not 
be  turned  around  until  we  begin  showing 
net  gains  in  the  number  of  congregations 
in  the  denomination. 

J.  O.  Norred 
Clayton,  New  Mexico 


who  we  are 

named  after  its  geographic  location — or 
even  after  its  favorite  board  member. 

The  availability  of  carefully  chosen 
literature  that  helps  people  deal  with 
their  problems  from  a  religious  perspec¬ 
tive  can  further  evidence  within  that  es¬ 
tablishment  of  our  mandate  for  mission. 

Mainline  Protestantism  may  not  want  to 
“blow  its  own  horn,”  but  society  often  re¬ 
sponds  to  those  who  do.  Catholic  Charities, 
the  United  Jewish  Appeal  and  the  Salvation 
Army  are  seen  as  credible  because  their 
spiritual  motivation  is  identifiable. 

Religious  motivation  diluted 

Recently  several  of  our  institutions 
have  proved  to  be  embarrassing  to  us, 
because  as  a  church  we  have  divorced 
ourselves  from  their  day-to-day  opera¬ 
tions  and  have  diluted  the  religious  moti¬ 
vation  that  caused  them  to  be  created. 

Rarely  has  such  a  divorce  been  benefi¬ 
cial  to  either  the  church  or  the  institu¬ 
tion.  All  these  charitable  endeavors  have 
made  an  important  contribution  to  the 
church’s  ministry  in  the  past,  and  they 
can  do  so  today. 

I  recall  that,  when  I  was  a  seminary 
student,  my  Old  Testament  professor, 
Dr.  Lowell  Hazzard,  emphasized  his  be¬ 
lief  that  "the  church  is  not  justified  in  do¬ 
ing  anything  unless,  in  some  way,  it 
enhances  the  witness  of  the  Gospel.” 

Why  do  we  insist  upon  hiding  our  lamp 
under  a  bushel? 

"Here  l  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  James  P.  Archi¬ 
bald  is  pastor  of  the  Good  Shepherd 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Silver 
Spring,  Md. 


!  CLASSIFIED 

SOVIET  UNION  PEOPLE  WELCOME  American 

friends  as  citizen  diplomats;  enjoy  your  personal 
experience,  tour  with  Bill  Matthews,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas.  TX  75275;  phone 
(214)692-2251.  f 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  Worship  at  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  A  1,300-member  church 
for  full-time  Director  of  Music  and  Youth.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
626,  Carlsbad.  NM  88221 ,  Phone  (505)  885-3142. 

OPENING  FOR  CAMP  MANAGER:  100-bed,  year- 
round  site  in  Northern  Illinois  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Send  resume  to:  David 
Kell,  321  Oak  St..  DeKalb,  IL  60115,  May  20  deadline. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  Tarrytown 
UMC,  Austin,  TX.  1,300  members,  four  profession¬ 
al  staff,  salary  negotiable.  Harold  Sassman,  Pas¬ 
tor,  P.O.  Box  2266,  Austin,  TX  78763.  \ 

DRE  NEEDED  BY  UNITED  METHODIST  church 
in  suburban  Washington,  DC.  MRE  preferred  for 
full-time  position,  available  June  1.  Contact  Edgar 
Moore  (301)  652-2990.  | 

DYNAMIC  AUSTIN,  TEXAS  FUMC  seeks  healthy, 
open,  outgoing  person  to  direct  ministries  for 
youth  and  their  families.  State  capitol,  state  uni¬ 
versity,  highland  lake  hill  country.  Unusual  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Clergy  or  lay,  salary  negotiable.  Open  June 

1.  Contact  Kathy  Davis,  Search  Committee,  Box 
1666,  Austin,  TX  78767. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 

Programs  wanted  for  dynamic  suburban  Northern 
California  church.  B.A.  in  Christian  Education  or 
equivalent  work  experience  preferred.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Resume  to:  SPRC,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  535  Old  San  Francisco  Road,  Sunnyvale, 
CA  94086. 

UNITED  METHDODIST  SYMBOL  in  officially  ap¬ 

proved  stitcheries  including  cross-stitch,  latch  hook, 
chicken  scratch,  needlepoint.  Brochure  $1.  Nancy 
Designs,  424-R  East  Sixth,  Blue  Earth,  MN  56013. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  POSITION-three-quarter- 

time  in  congregation  of  450  families  in  Colorado 
Springs.  Church  has  average  worship  attendance 
of  560  and  175  youth  on  rolls.  Compensation  pack¬ 
age  of  $15,000.  Send  inquiry  and  resume  to  Dr. 
Harvey  C.  Martz,  4210  Austin  Bluffs  Parkway,  Col¬ 
orado  Springs,  CO  80918. 

ORGANIST/DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  600-mem- 
ber  church  with  excellent  program.  Part-time,  but 
can  combine  with  education/youth  ministry  for 
full-time  job.  Send  resumes:  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dun¬ 
bar.  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC,  833  W.  Jefferson, 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70605. 

OPENING  FOR  ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  Director 
for  Congregational  Development  and  other  staff 
duties,  PNWAC;  contact  Edgar  Hersh,  Director, 
2112-3rd  Ave.,  Suite  300,  Seattle,  WA  98121. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION:  grow¬ 
ing  2,000-member  church  in  a  beautiful  suburb  of 
Ft.  Lauderdale.  Salary  open.  Send  resume  and  pic¬ 
ture  to:  Plantation  United  Methodist  Church;  1001 
NW  70  Avenue,  Plantation,  FL  33313. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  A  1,300-member 
church  for  full-time  Director  of  Education.  Salary 
negotiable.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  626,  Carlsbad.  NM  88221.  Phone  (505)  885-3142. 

‘Hey,  look,  Ma,  we’re  protesting’  articles  go  too  far 


DO  1  USE 
OPPORTUNITIES  TO 
WTNESS  MILT 
FOR  MY  UTRp? 


ARE  MV  CHRISTIAN 
CONVICTIONS  RE¬ 
FLECTED  IN  MV 
ACTIONS  AND 
DECISIONS? 


VO  OTHERS  SEE 
UESUS  IN  ME? 


IS  IT  POSSIBLE  FOR 
AN  "ANONVMOOA" 
CHRISTIAN  TO  SLIP 
INTO  HEAVEN? 


James  Archibald 
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UM  Women  move  to  block  sale  of  Scarritt  campus 
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From  News  Service  and  Staff  Reports 
NASHVILLE— National  leaders  of 
United  Methodist  Women  took  steps  last 
month  that  could  block  the  sale  of  the 
Scarritt  Graduate  School  campus. 

Nevertheless,  the  school’s  board  of 
trustees  proceeded  April  23  with  plans  to 
halt  operations  on  the  10.5-acre  site  as  a 
prelude  to  moving  the  graduate  programs 
to  Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C. 

Scarritt  is  United  Methodism’s  graduate 
training  center  for  Christian  education  and 
church  music.  It  is  one  of  only  three  edu¬ 
cational  institutions  with  direct  ties  to  the 
General  Conference,  the  denomination’s 


highest  legislative  assembly. 

Executives  of  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
met  in  Nashville  April  21— the  day  be¬ 
fore  the  Scarritt  trustees  met— and 
passed  a  resolution  opposing  sale  of  his¬ 
toric  Scarritt  property. 

Division  representatives  said  they 
would  push  Scarritt  trustees  to  keep  the 
Nashville  property  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  family,  even  if  the  school  moves. 

School  has  no  comment 

“At  the  present  time  we  have  no  com¬ 
ment  or  response  to  make  on  the  Wom¬ 


en's  Division  action,”  said  the  Rev. 
Donald  Welch,  Scarritt’s  president,  April 
30.  “We  will  be  prepared  to  respond 
when  we  meet  with  them  in  May.” 

Scarritt  had  scheduled  a  May  28  meet¬ 
ing  with  representatives  of  the  Women’s 
Division,  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  and  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
Mr.  Welch  said. 

At  that  session  Scarritt  officials  are  to 
discuss  claims  the  church  agencies  think 
they  have  to  assets  from  the  proposed 
property  sale,  he  said. 

In  the  meantime,  school  trustees  are 


proceeding  with  plans  to  move  the  aca¬ 
demic  programs  in  Christian  education 
and  church  music  to  Duke,  Mr.  Welch  said. 

"As  a  step  toward  that,”  he  said,  “the 
trustees  voted  to  accept  no  further  stu¬ 
dents  into  the  program  here  after  this 
academic  year  and  to  cease  formal  aca¬ 
demic  programs  by  May  31, 1988.” 

The  school  will  grant  degrees  through 
1989,  the  president  said. 

The  summer  of  1988  has  been  cited  as 
the  earliest  possible  time  Scarritt  could 
move  its  programs  to  Duke. 

When  they  voted,  the  Scarritt  trustees 
did  not  know  of  the  Women’s  Division  ac¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Welch  said.  News  of  that  did  not 
reach  school  officials  until  April  28. 

Claim  based  on  1924  contract 

Joyce  Sohl,  Women’s  Division  treasur¬ 
er,  said  last  month’s  resolution  was 
based  on  a  1924  contract.  In  it  a  predeces¬ 
sor  of  the  Women’s  Division  turned  the 
Scarritt  property  over  to  the  school. 

The  document  says  in  part  that  if  Scar¬ 
ritt  “shall  be  dissolved  or  shall  cease  to 
carry  out  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  in¬ 
corporated  . . .  and  sells  its  property,”  the 
Women’s  Missionary  Council  is  to  receive 
"due  consideration”  in  the  distribution  of 
proceeds  from  property  it  paid  for. 

The  contract  further  states  that  "the 
Women’s  Missionary  Council  shall  re¬ 
ceive  a  proper  and  fair  pro  rat a  share  of 
the  ultimate  net  assets  of  Scarritt.” 

In  February  Scarritt’s  trustees  decided 
that  the  school  could  no  longer  be  main¬ 
tained  as  a  freestanding  institution  and 
chose  Duke  Divinity  School  over  several 
theological  schools  as  a  potential  partner. 

A  planned  Scarritt  Endowment  Founda¬ 
tion  is  to  support  the  new  Scarritt  Center 
for  Christian  Education  and  Church  Music 


at  Duke.  Start-up  funds  for  the  endowment 
were  to  come  mainly  from  the  school’s 
current  endowment  of  $4  million  and  pro¬ 
jected  earnings  from  the  sale  of  Scarritt’s 
Nashville  land  and  nine  buildings. 

Ms.  Sohl  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service  that  the  division  and  predecessor 
groups  had  given  more  than  $5  million 
for  buildings,  property  and  program 
since  the  school  was  founded  in  1892. 

Historic  ties  noted 

In  its  resolution,  the  Women  s  Division 
pointed  specifically  to  the  historical  re¬ 
lationship  between  Scarritt  and  the  divi¬ 
sion.  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School 
was  started  in  1892  in  Kansas  City  as  a 
school  for  women  by  the  Women’s  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

The  resolution  cited  major  financial 
contributions  for  purchase  of  property, 
construction  and  maintenance  of  build¬ 
ings  and  support  of  programs  at  Scarritt. 

Further,  the  resolution  states,  “Several 
of  Scarritt’s  buildings,  endowments  and  ar¬ 
chitectural  features  are  named  for  women 
presidents  and  leaders  of  the  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision  and  its  predecessor  bodies.” 

So  far,  the  other  parties  have  not  made 
public  announcements  about  their  stake 
in  Scarritt. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  as  the  UM  fiscal  agency, 
may  act  on  behalf  of  the  denomination 
as  a  whole,  which  has  contributed  more 
than  $4.7  million  through  World  Service 
apportionments  between  1952  and  1979. 

Since  1984  the  school  has  received 
$300,000  annually  from  the  “Three-col¬ 
lege  Fund.”  The  formula  for  that  is  de¬ 
termined  by  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 


Kenneth  Weeks,  Scarritt’s  attorney, 
said  school  trustees  have  purposely  not 
had  the  10.5  acres  and  the  nine  build¬ 
ings— including  the  historic  Bennett 
complex— appraised. 

Trustees  have  met  with  Nashville  real¬ 
tors  and  have  decided  that  the  best  way 
to  decide  what  the  property  is  worth  is  to 
“see  how  much  someone  offers,”  he  said. 

Some  trustees  fight  move 

Several  Scarritt  trustees  are  fighting 
the  proposed  move  and  sale.  They  prefer 
that  the  property  be  used  for  some  form 
of  lay  training. 

Edward  Van  Voorhees,  a  Nashville- 
based  attorney,  argued,  “Scarritt  cur¬ 
rently  is  training  at  least  50  church 
educators  and  musicians  each  year,  and 
our  graduates  get  four  or  five  job  offers 
each.  I’ll  admit  we  don’t  have  the  money 
or  students  now,  but  we  can  get  the  mon¬ 
ey  if  we  want.” 

Mr.  Van  Voorhees  said  his  efforts  at 
the  April  22-24  meeting  to  have  trustees 
reconsider  their  vote  to  merge  with 
Duke  was  defeated,  but  he  plans  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  raise  the  issue. 

If  Scarritt  moves  as  planned,  he  said  he 
hopes  the  Women’s  Division  would  contin¬ 
ue  a  church-run  training  program  for  lay 
professionals  at  the  Scarritt  campus. 

Scarritt,  named  for  Nathan  Scarritt.  a 
presiding  elder  (district  superintendent) 
who  donated  the  land  for  the  original 
school  in  Kansas  City,  moved  to  Nash¬ 
ville  in  1923  and  became  Scarritt  College 
for  Christian  Workers.  That  was  an  under¬ 
graduate  and  graduate  institution. 

The  name  was  changed  to  Scarritt  Col¬ 
lege  in  1980,  when  undergraduate  pro¬ 
grams  were  dropped,  and  Scarritt 
Graduate  School  in  1985. 


Outreach  to  Indians  takes  cooperation 

Churches  must  work  together  to  attract  Native  Americans ,  leaders  told 


By  CYNTHIA  ABRAMS 

PASADENA,  Calif.— If  members  of 
Christian  churches  are  to  bring  Native 
Americans  to  Christ,  they  must  empha¬ 
size  the  things  Christians  have  in  com¬ 
mon,  not  theological  differences. 

That  was  a  recurring  theme  at  the  first 
North  American  Native  Christian  Leader¬ 
ship  Conference  April  20-23  at  Fuller 
Theological  Seminary  in  Pasadena. 

In  an  opening  procession  into  the 
church  sanctuary  at  Pasadena  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  participants  from  several 
denominations  signaled  a  commitment 
to  cooperation  and  unity  with  colorful 
banners  uniting  tribal  names  and  Chris¬ 
tian  messages. 

And  the  Rev.  Maynard  Hinman,  a 
member  of  the  Ponca  tribe  of  Oklahoma 
and  pastor  of  the  Chippewa  Indian  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
Mich.,  sounded  the  theme  in  a  keynote 
address.  “We’ve  come  together  as  Indian 


INSIDE  STORY 
— ■  £rom=s 

BEN  WEIR 

U.S.  HOSTAGE 


“. . .  a  story  for  our  age.” 

— Rev.  Jesse  Jackson 
“. . .  a  spiritual  odyssey  of  triumph.” 

— Father  Martin  Jenco 

HOSTAGE  BOUND,  HOSTAGE 
FREE  by  Ben  and  Carol  Weir 
with  Dennis  Benson 
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Susanne  Aikman  Marvin  Abrams 

Christians  . . .  together,  not  separate,”  he 
said. 

Nearly  200  Indian  leaders  from  Cana¬ 
da  and  the  United  States  gathered  there 
to  “trade  information  and  find  answers 
for  Indian  people.” 

Some  of  the  information  "trading” 
was  about  the  nuts-and-bolts  matters  of 
Native  American  ministry,  presented  in 
a  wide  variety  of  minicourses  and  work¬ 
shops  taught  by  Native  Americans. 

Participants  had  the  opportunity  to 
study  how  to  adapt  Indian  cultures  to  the 
Christian  lifestyle;  compare  Indian  law 
and  Christianity;  examine  the  concept  of 
“growing  a  church”  using  cell  groups; 
and  hear  a  call  for  a  “global”  evangeliza¬ 
tion  of  Native  Americans— in  both  Cen¬ 
tral  and  South  America. 

Those  were  just  four  of  the  workshops 
offered  at  the  conference. 

“It  gives  me  such  a  feeling  of  empow¬ 
erment  as  a  Native  American  Christian 
to  be  trained  by  a  Native  American,”  one 
United  Methodist  said  afterward,  "re¬ 


membering  that  role  model  as  I  go  back 
to  my  community  with  what  I  have 
learned.  That  is  what  gives  me  the  moti¬ 
vation  to  continue  working  for  Christ.” 

At  the  opening  session,  the  Rev. 
Charles  Lee,  a  Navajo  pastor  of  Mesa 
View  Assembly  of  God  at  Shiprock,  N.M., 
offered  success  stories  from  his  denomi¬ 
nation  to  illustrate  how  Native  American 
churches  could  be  self-supporting. 

“We  have  gotten  used  to  the  word  ‘mis¬ 
sion’  meaning  handout,”  Mr.  Lee  said. 
“But  being  a  Christian  means  working  for 
Jesus  Christ . . .  productive  Christians  con¬ 
tributing  to  the  building  of  God’s  church.” 

The  Rev.  Marvin  B.  Abrams,  pastor  of 
Native  American  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Norwalk,  Calif.,  lifted  up  his 
vision  of  Native  Americans  coming  to 
Christ:  . .  that  army  of  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  can  come  together— Christian,  non- 
Christian,  traditional— a  great  army 
equipped  with  the  spirit  of  God  to  share 
their  talents.” 

The  UM  leader,  a  Seneca  from  west¬ 
ern  New  York,  shared  his  denomination’s 
emphasis  on  the  importance  of  women  in 
church  leadership  roles  and  set  the  stage 
for  Susanne  Aikman,  a  task  force  coordi¬ 
nator  for  a  Native  American  ministry  at 
Highlands  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Denver. 

Ms.  Aikman,  an  Eastern  Cherokee, 
stressed  the  importance  of  “using  the 
gifts  and  graces  women  have  to  offer.  ’  ’ 


She  is  working  in  a  newly  created  Na¬ 
tive  American  “ministry  of  presence”  at 
the  Denver  church.  That  ministry  acts  as 
advocate  and  referral  service  for  Native 
Americans. 

“We  need  to  fall  into  the  frontline  with 
male  leadership,”  she  said,  “so  we  can 
add  a  new  perspective  in  ministering  to 
our  people.” 

Throughout  the  conference,  Native 
American  musicians  displayed  the 
"wealth  of  gifts”  they  have  to  offer  the 
Christian  church. 

A  United  Methodist— White  Eagle  of  the 
Rosebud  Sioux  tribe  and  an  internationally 
acclaimed  opera  singer— received  a  stand¬ 
ing  ovation  for  his  performance  of  old  gos¬ 
pel  songs,  including  “Amazing  Grace.”  He 
is  a  member  of  Park  Hill  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Denver. 

The  conference  was  sponsored  by  the 
newly  created  North  American  Native 
Christian  Council.  The  group  is  com¬ 
posed  of  representatives  from  Assem¬ 
blies  of  God,  Christian  and  Missionary 
Alliance,  Church  of  Christ,  Church  of  the 
Nazarene,  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

A  second  conference  is  planned  for 
1988  in  Minneapolis. 

Cynthia  Abrams  is  a  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tive  American  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Norwalk,  Calif.  She  has  a  degree  in  broad¬ 
cast  journalism  from  California  State  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Long  Beach,  Calif. 


Pastor  ‘satisfactory’  after  drug  overdose 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS — The  Rev.  Walker  L.  Railey, 
40,  pastor  of  the  5,700-member  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Dallas  since 
1980  and  widely  regarded  as  one  of  the 
denomination’s  outstanding  preachers, 
was  reported  in  satisfactory  condition  in 
a  Dallas  hospital  May  3  from  what  police 
said  was  an  overdose  of  “several  differ¬ 
ent  types  of  medications.” 

He  was  found  two  days  earlier  in  criti¬ 
cal  condition  and  comatose  in  a  suite 
hospital  authorities  had  made  available 
near  the  room  of  his  wife,  Margaret.  She 
had  been  rushed  there  the  previous  week 
after  being  nearly  strangled  to  death  by 
an  unidentified  attacker. 

Her  condition  was  reported  un¬ 
changed-critical  and  in  a  coma. 

Dr.  Railey  spent  the  night  in  the  suite. 
When  he  failed  to  respond  to  knocks  and 
telephone  calls  from  Dallas  police,  they 
forced  open  the  door  chain-locked  from 
the  inside  and  discovered  him  unconscious. 

"We  found  evidence  that  there  were 
several  different  types  of  medication 
taken,”  police  Capt.  John  Holt  said. 

Police  said  they  were  planning  to  ques¬ 
tion  Dr.  Railey  about  “inconsistencies”  in 
his  earlier  account  of  his  whereabouts  on 
the  evening  of  the  attack  on  Mrs.  Railey. 

“He  knew  that  we  were  going  to  talk 
to  him  again,”  Mr.  Holt  said. 

Five-page  letter  found 

A  five-page  handwritten  letter— ap¬ 
parently  by  Dr.  Railey— was  also  found 
in  the  hospital  suite,  but  investigators  de¬ 
clined  to  make  the  contents  public.  Offi¬ 
cers  also  would  not  say  whether  Dr. 
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Railey  is  a  suspect  in  his  wife’s  case. 

They  said  before  the  May  1  apparent 
suicide  attempt  that  “the  investigation 
has  taken  on  some  direction”  but  de¬ 
clined  to  elaborate. 

Before  the  attack  on  his  wife,  Dr.  Rai¬ 
ley  had  reported  receiving  threatening 
letters  for  several  weeks. 

The  latest  written  threat  reportedly 
was  found  under  a  First  UMC  associate 
pastor’s  office  door  on  Easter  morning. 
Dr.  Railey  wore  a  bulletproof  vest  while 
preaching  that  morning,  and  plain¬ 
clothes  police  flanked  him  as  new  mem¬ 
bers  were  received. 

Two  days  later  Dr.  Railey  said  he  dis¬ 
covered  his  wife  lying  on  the  garage 
floor  of  their  home  when  he  returned 
home  from  a  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  library  where  he  had  been  studying. 
She  was  near  death  from  strangulation 
by  an  attacker  using  a  thin  cord  or  a 
wire,  police  said. 

At  the  time,  police  did  not  rule  out  a 
possible  connection  between  the  letter 
writer's  threats  and  the  attack  on  Mrs. 
Railey.  Observers  cited  Dr.  Railey’s  rep¬ 
utation  as  an  outspoken  advocate  for  ra¬ 
cial  justice  and  raised  the  possibility  that 
the  threats  and  attack  were  the  work  of 
white  supremacists. 

"The  threats  were  there,”  said  police  Lt. 
Ron  Waldrop,  “but  there’s  nothing  specific 
to  suggest  what  the  motivation  was.” 

FBI  forensic  tests  indicated,  too,  that 
the  letters  were  apparently  the  work  of 
one  individual  and  not  a  concerted  effort 
by  a  white  supremacist  organization. 

Lt.  Waldrop  said  police  found  and 
seized  the  typewriter  on  which  the  notes 
were  written  in  an  office  at  the  church 
Dr.  Railey  serves. 

The  investigation  into  the  attack  on 
Mrs.  Railey  is  continuing,  he  said. 

Church  members  indicated  last  week 
that  Mrs.  Railey  showed  some  brain  ac¬ 
tivity  and  response. 

“When  someone  told  her  about  her 
children,  she  cried,”  the  Rev.  Gordon  Ca- 
sad,  executive  minister  at  First  UMC, 
said.  Ralph  Shannon,  a  longtime  lay 
leader  acting  as  a  church  spokesman, 
said  Mrs.  Railey  had  opened  her  eyes. 

Other  church  officials  said  doctors  had 
told  the  family  they  could  not  determine 
the  extent  of  damage  to  Mrs.  Railey’s 
brain  until  test  results  are  analyzed. 


OKLAHOMA  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 


The  Rev.  Norman  E.  Neaves  (right),  host  of  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence’s  “Faith  Factor”  TV  program,  interviews  the  Rev.  Jerry  Johnson,  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of  First  Christian  Church  in  Oklahoma  City.  Mr.  Johnson  was 
stricken  with  polio  25  years  ago— less  than  six  months  after  finishing  semi¬ 
nary.  He  told  viewers  of  the  weekly  program  that  paralysis  had  not  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  serving  God  as  an  ordained  minister. 

Oklahoma  UMs  use  TV 
to  tell  stories  of  faith 


A  gifted  organist  and  harpsichordist, 
Mrs.  Railey  had  earned  a  music  degree 
at  Southern  Methodist  University,  where 
she  and  her  husband  were  sweethearts. 
Mrs.  Railey  has  been  employed  part- 
time  on  the  music  staff  at  First  UMC  as 
a  harpsichordist  and  accompanist  for  a 
children’s  choir. 

Prayer  services  for  Mrs.  Railey  were 
conducted  throughout  the  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  area  during  the  week. 

Bishop’s  statement  reassures 

Bishop  John  Russell,  episcopal  leader 
of  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area,  issued  a 
statement  saying  he  was  “stunned,  sad¬ 
dened  and  baffled  by  the  events. . . .” 

The  bishop  said  he  was  “distressed”  by 
some  questions  he  had  heard,  including 
whether  First  Church  would  "survive.” 

"The  church  is  not  a  product  of  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  or  of  human  hands,”  Bishop 
Russell  said.  “The  church  is  of  God  . . . 
God  will  provide  the  First  Church  con¬ 
gregation  the  courage  and  faith  to  stand 
firm  during  this  time  of  great  trial  and 
uncertainty.” 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

While  big-name  TV  evangelists  are 
slugging  it  out  on  the  airwaves,  United 
Methodists  in  Oklahoma  are  quietly  con¬ 
tinuing  a  TV  ministry  its  producer  says 
portrays  people  sharing  “simply  . . .  how 
faith  in  God  is  a  factor  in  their  lives.” 

“We  don’t  look  for  religious  freaks,” 
said  the  Rev.  Boyce  Bowden,  producer  of 
"Faith  Factor,"  a  half-hour  weekly  show 
distributed  to  25  cable  outlets  around 
Oklahoma.  “We  look  for  guests  that  have 
found  strength  for  living  through  faith.” 

Guests  on  the  interview  show  range 
from  a  grandmother  who  protested  the 
building  of  a  nuclear  plant  in  Oklahoma 
to  an  18-year-old  star  athlete  who  lost  a 
leg  and,  with  it,  his  chance  at  profession¬ 
al  sports. 

“(The  show)  is  nothing  catchy,  nothing 
fancy,”  Dr.  Bowden  explained.  “We  just 
lift  up  real  people  with  real  stories  to 
tell  about  their  faith  in  God.” 

Guests  on  “Faith  Factor”  are  inter¬ 
viewed  by  the  Rev.  Norman  Neaves,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Church  of  the  Servant  (United 
Methodist)  in  Oklahoma  City.  The  set  is 
simple— two  chairs  in  front  of  an  array 
of  green  plants  at  Church  of  the  Servant. 
Camera  work  is  handled  by  volunteers 
from  the  church. 

The  2-year-old  TV  ministry  is  support- 


Bishops  join  nuke  protest 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Three  United  Methodist  bishops  were 
among  300  protesters  at  a  Good  Friday 
vigil  at  the  Nevada  Test  Site  near  Beat¬ 
ty,  Nev. 

The  trio  represented  the  highest  church 
officials  ever  to  take  part  in  a  protest  of 
nuclear  weapons  testing  at  the  Nevada 
desert  site,  according  to  Mary  Manning,  a  re¬ 
porter  with  the  Las  Vegas  "Sun.”  She  has 
covered  the  protests  since  August  1985, 
when  a  group  of  Franciscan  friars  began 
acts  of  civil  disobedience  there.. 

Bishops  C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area), 
Elias  Galvan  (Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Area)  and 
Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area)  took  part  in  the 
morning  protest.  Bishop  White  read  from 
the  text  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops'  Pastoral  Letter  on  nuclear  weap¬ 
onry  to  the  assemblage. 

None  of  the  United  Methodist  bishops 
was  among  the  51  protesters  arrested,  Ms. 
Manning  said. 

"We  are  saying  a  clear  and  uncondi¬ 


tioned  ‘No’  to  nuclear  war  and  to  any  use 
of  nuclear  weapons,”  Bishop  White  said  at 
one  point,  quoting  from  the  cover  letter 
for  “In  Defense  Of  Creation:  The  Nuclear 
Crisis  And  A  Just  Peace.”  The  pastoral  let¬ 
ter  was  adopted  by  the  Council  of  Bishops 
in  May  1986. 

Two  UM  pastors— the  Rev.  William 
Boggs  of  the  1,300-member  Wilshire  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Los  Angeles  and 
the  Rev.  Sara  Goold,  an  associate  minister 
for  the  Metropolitan  District  of  the  New 
York  Conference— were  arrested  for  "cre¬ 
ating  a  public  nuisance”  as  they  knelt  with 
other  protesters  to  pray  in  the  roadway 
leading  to  the  test  site. 

Roman  Catholics,  Lutherans,  United 
Methodists  and  Jews  were  represented  at 
the  peaceful  vigil,  which  began  as  a  “sun¬ 
rise  service"  about  6:30  a.m.  The  gathering 
broke  up  shortly  before  noon. 

The  three  bishops  made  the  trip  even 
though  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops  had  vot¬ 
ed  March  24  not  to  pay  individual  bishops' 
expenses  for  the  trip  (see  UMR,  April  10). 


ed  by  the  Oklahoma  conference’s  portion 
of  a  $3.9  million  grant  approved  by  the 
1984  General  Conference  to  finance  a  te¬ 
levision/telecommunications  presence 
for  the  church. 

The  program’s  annual  budget  is  “a 
couple  of  thousand  dollars,”  Dr.  Bowden 
said.  Expenses  include  costs  of  copying, 
distribution  and  mailing  tapes  of  the 
show  to  various  cable  outlets.  Guests  are 
not  paid  or  reimbursed  for  travel  ex¬ 
penses,  he  added. 

“Faith  Factor"  is  different  from  other 
religious  interview  shows.  Dr.  Bowden  said, 
because  of  the  time  devoted  to  each  guest 

"Instead  of  seeing  someone  talk  for  30 
seconds,  we  take  30  minutes,”  he  ex¬ 
plained.  “Somebody  might  be  able  to  con 
you  with  a  story  in  30  seconds,  but  in  30 
minutes  they’re  really  able  to  reveal 
themselves  and  their  faith.” 

Some  guests  have  dramatic  testimo¬ 
nies,  Dr.  Bowden  said.  He  pointed  to  one 
show  that  featured  the  wife  of  an  Okla¬ 
homa  state  senator  and  United  Methodist 
layman  who  struggled  with  brain  cancer. 

The  senator  had  been  scheduled  to  be  a 
guest  on  the  show  but  died  before  the 
taping.  His  wife  appeared  instead,  re¬ 
vealing  how  her  husband’s  faith  gave 
him  the  ability  to  cope  with  disease.  Dr. 
Bowden  said. 

“The  power  of  TV  has  not  been  used  to 
good  advantage  by  mainline  churches,'’ 
Dr.  Bowden  said.  The  communications 
division  of  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Confer 
ence  decided  two  years  ago  “if  we  could 
go  into  living  rooms  of  churched’— and 
‘unchurched’ — people  with  these  simple 
messages  of  faith,  we  would  have  an  au¬ 
dience.” 

Dr.  Bowden  said  he  does  not  know  how 
many  people  watch  the  show  “because 
we  avoid  gimmicks  to  measure  an  audi¬ 
ence.”  He  added,  “We  don’t  ask  for  con¬ 
tributions.” 

The  only  viewers  they  hear  from  are 
those  who  feel  moved  to  write  and  com¬ 
ment  on  what  they  saw,  he  said. 

Dr.  Bowden  recalled  one  viewer  who 
had  written  to  say  she  had  become  disen¬ 
chanted  with  God  and  the  church  after 
the  death  of  her  husband.  The  woman, 
however,  had  turned  on  “Faith  Factor” 
and  seen  another  widow  share  her  faith 
about  struggling  with  the  aftermath  of 
the  death  of  her  own  husband. 

The  viewer  was  so  moved  by  the  wid¬ 
ow’s  faith  that  she  called  her  pastor  and 
requested  counseling  and  eventually  was 
healed  of  the  bitterness  that  had  devel¬ 
oped  after  the  death,  Dr.  Bowden  said. 
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Youth  ministry  in  UMC  ‘explodes’ 

Congregations  re-discover  ‘ real  ministry 9  of  working  with  teen-agers 


PHOTO  BY  DAVID  S.  STRICKLER 

This  youngster,  like  many  his  age,  isn’t  paying  much  attention  to  the  mes¬ 
sage  being  directed  at  the  adults  in  the  church  pews.  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  which  some  say  has  de-emphasized  youth  ministry  for  the  last  20 
years,  is  now  trying  “to  catch  up”  with  other  denominations  in  targeting  its 
message  to  young  people. 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

When  Ron  Schmidt,  youth  director  at 
Pine  Castle  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Orlando,  Fla.,  decided  to  leave  his  for¬ 
mer  post  in  Covina,  Calif.,  25  churches 
across  the  country  offered  him  a  job. 

Kevin  Slimp,  another  UM  youth  direc¬ 
tor  in  Alabama,  admitted  he  “had  his 
pick”  of  20  to  30  churches  when  he 
moved  from  Texas  two  years  ago. 

“I  still  get  calls  almost  every  week  ask¬ 
ing  me  if  I’d  consider  moving  ...  or  if  I 
know  someone  who  would  be  interested  in 
a  [youth  director’s]  job,”  Mr.  Slimp  said. 

Field  explodes 

Youth  ministry  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church— once  a  low  priority  with 
many  congregations— is  now  “explod¬ 
ing,”  said  one  long-time  youth  minister. 
Many  of  the  estimated  1,500  youth  direc¬ 
tors  or  ministers  in  the  UMC  have  en¬ 
tered  the  field  over  the  last  10  years. 

Nevertheless,  job  openings  in  church 
youth  work  “easily  outnumber”  qualified 
candidates,  said  Mr.  Slimp,  president  of 
Methodist  Youth  Workers  Association,  a 
3-year-old  network  of  salaried  UM  youth 
workers. 

(The  terms  “youth  director/ worker” 
and  “youth  minister”  are  often  used  in¬ 
terchangeably  and  do  not  always  indi¬ 
cate  ordination,  said  the  Rev.  Leo  Rippy, 
director  of  youth  ministries  at  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship.) 

Publications  like  the  Reporter,  denom¬ 
inational  agency  newsletters  and  various 
annual-conference  newspapers  regularly 
run  classified  ads  for  churches  seeking 
youth  directors /ministers.  The  ads  often 
mention  moving  expenses,  fringe  bene¬ 
fits  and  competitive  salaries  as  part  of 
the  attraction. 

Why  the  recent  emphasis  on  youth 
ministry? 

'  Youth  directors  and  church  officials 
across  the  country  interviewed  by  the 
Reporter  point  to  two  reasons: 

•Clergy  and  laypeople  are  recogniz¬ 
ing  that  if  young  people  don’t  develop  a 
personal  faith  during  high  school,  they 
aren’t  as  likely  to  be  involved  in  church 
later  on.  That  could  cause  a  further  de- 


Dr.  Duffy  Robbins 

Eighty  percent  of  all  decisions  for 
Christ  are  made  before  age  21. 


cline  in  church  membership. 

Dr.  Duffy  Robbins,  a  United  Methodist 
professor  of  youth  ministry  at  American 
Baptist-related  Eastern  College  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  said  studies  show  that  80  per¬ 
cent  of  all  decisions  for  Christ  are  made 
before  age  21. 

•  United  Methodists  are  weary  of  see¬ 
ing  their  young  people  turn  to  other  de¬ 
nominations  and  para-church  organiza¬ 
tions  for  spiritual  enrichment. 

“United  Methodists  are  finally  waking 
up  and  discovering  that  the  Southern 
Baptists  and  Young  Life  have  lots  of  our 
kids,”  Dr.  Robbins  added. 

UMC  fell  behind 

The  United  Methodist  Church  fell  be¬ 
hind  20  years  ago  in  youth  ministry,  and 
“we’re  just  beginning  to  catch  up,”  Dr. 
Robbins  said. 

“We  were  shortsighted,”  he  said.  “We 
thought  high  school  kids  were  costly. 
They  weren’t  ‘giving  units,’  and  few 
churches  would  justify  paying  a  person 
to  lead  them.” 


In  reality,  however,  parents  of  those 
teen-agers  are  at  the  peak  of  their  earn¬ 
ing  power,  he  said. 

Besides,  he  added,  those  teen-agers 
eventually  are  going  to  grow  up  and  be 
earning  their  own  salaries.  "But  if  they 
aren’t  connected  with  the  church  as  teen¬ 
agers,  the  chances  of  their  being  around 
later  are  slim,”  Dr.  Robbins  said. 

More  importantly,  United  Methodists 
have  lagged  behind  because  “we  haven’t 
seen  youth  ministry  as  being  ‘real  minis¬ 
try,’  ’’  Dr.  Robbins  said. 

People  who  go  to  seminary  with  hopes 
of  being  full-time  youth  ministers  usually 
find  little  opportunity  within  the  United 
Methodist  system  of  itineracy,  he  added. 

As  a  result,  most  full-time  youth  work¬ 
ers  in  the  church  are  not  ordained,  and 
few  have  been  specifically  trained  in 
youth  programs,  he  said. 

Several  youth  directors /ministers  in¬ 
terviewed  pointed  to  “short-term”  youth 
workers  who  get  into  youth  ministry 
right  out  of  college,  stay  about  a  year 
while  deciding  what  they  would  “really” 
like  to  do,  then  go  on  to  another  career. 

Numbers  hard  to  determine 

Figures  on  exactly  how  many  youth 
ministers  (both  ordained  and  lay)  the 
church  has  are  difficult  to  come  by,  said 
Joaquin  Garcia,  a  staff  member  with  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

His  office  doesn’t  keep  a  specific  list  of 
ordained  youth  ministers,  but  he  admits 
the  number  is  probably  not  very  large  and 
is  limited  mainly  to  large  churches. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Mr.  Rippy 
also  said  he  didn’t  know  how  many  youth 
ministers  or  salaried  youth  workers  are 
in  the  denomination.  His  office  doesn’t 
maintain  a  mailing  list  like  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  That  list  contains 
names  and  addresses  of  5,000  local- 
church  youth  workers,  he  said. 

Increased  opportunity  in  youth  minis¬ 
try  has  not  been  without  shortcomings, 
the  youth  directors/ministers  agreed 
during  interviews  with  the  Reporter.  The 
average  length  of  employment  for  youth 
workers  at  a  church  is  18  months. 


Why  the  rapid  turnover  rate?  Mr. 
Slimps  said  it  results  from  lack  of  train¬ 
ing,  frustration  from  unmet  goals  and 
job  burnout. 

“Youth  workers  are  expected  to  be 
counselors,  teachers,  preachers  and  pro¬ 
grammers,"  he  said.  Not  many  22-year- 
olds  fresh  out  of  college  come  equipped 
to  handle  all  that,  he  said. 

“I’ve  seen  youth  workers  come  and  go 
like  flies,"  said  Troy  Dunn,  director  of 
youth  ministries  at  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Paris,  Texas.  “They  get 
frustrated  when  their  group  hasn’t  dou¬ 
bled.  It  doesn’t  happen  overnight.” 

Mr.  Dunn  said  the  rapid  turnover  rate 
hurts  young  people’s  identity  with  the  lo¬ 
cal  church.  “They  need  to  be  able  to  trust 
a  youth  minister,  but  a  lot  of  kids  have 
been  burned  by  youth  ministers  who 
leave  every  year,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Schmidt  said  it  took  him  six  years 
to  develop  a  successful  youth  ministry 
program  at  Covina  (Calif.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  but  most  youth  workers 
aren’t  willing  to  give  a  church— or  them¬ 
selves— that  much  time  to  be  successful. 

“You  can’t  be  a  good  youth  minister 
right  off,”  he  said.  “It  takes  years  to 
tough  it  out,  especially  when  you  haven’t 
had  any  training. 

“Youth  ministry  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  for  the  most  part,  has  been 
self-taught.” 

Certification  process  studied 

"One-year”  stints,  the  job  turnover 
rate  and  “professional  frustration”  have 
led  to  a  joint  effort  of  the  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  and  the  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  to  study  possible  certification  for 
youth  workers  in  the  denomination. 

“The  key  issue  in  certifying  someone 
in  youth  ministry  is  so  they  can  achieve 
and  maintain  professional  excellence,” 
Mr.  Garcia  said.  Specific  requirements— 
and  even  whether  certification  will  be 
offered— are  yet  to  be  decided  by  the  two 
boards,  he  added.  He  said  he  hopes  a  de¬ 
cision  will  be  made  by  1988. 

If  a  process  of  certification  is  ap¬ 
proved,  youth  directors/ ministers  would 
likely  be  required  to  take  several  courses 


in  Christian  education,  adolescent  psy¬ 
chology  and  theology,  he  indicated. 

In  addition,  Mr.  Garcia  said,  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Diaconal  Ministry  is  interested  in 
further  training— beyond  certification- 
in  diaconal  ministry  for  youth  workers. 
But  that,  too,  is  to  be  determined,  he  said. 

Not  everyone  thinks  certification  is 
the  answer. 

“It’s  fairly  typical  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion  to  assume  that  a  certificate  equates 
with  an  ability  to  minister,”  Dr.  Duffy 
said.  “I  don’t  see  certification  as  a  long¬ 
term  solution.  I  think  the  church  needs  to 
look  at  what  we  are  saying  to  people  who 
do  full-time  ministry  to  youth.” 

Dr.  Duffy,  who  heads  one  of  the  few 
college-level  departments  that  offer  a 
degree  in  youth  ministry,  said  that  un¬ 
dergraduate  training  in  youth  ministry 
is  a  good  beginning,  “but  I  encourage 
my  students  to  go  on  to  seminary  where 
they  can  get  better  biblical  training.” 


New  importance  indicated 

Dr.  Duffy  says  it’s  exciting  to  see  the 
United  Methodist  Church  begin  taking 
notice  of  the  importance  of  ministering 
to  young  people. 

“Youth  ministers  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  today  are  actually  in  the 
first  wave,”  he  said.  “There  are  a  lot  of 
them  that  say  they  are  in  it  for  life,  but 
none  of  us  know  how  it  is  going  to  turn 
over  25  years  from  now. 

“I  wish  we  could  point  to  a  whole 
group  of  people  at  50  who  are  doing 
youth  ministry,  but  we  can’t.  In  the  long 
haul,  it’s  anybody’s  guess." 

Mr.  Slimp  said  he  hopes  to  be  in  the 
business  for  a  lifetime. 

"People  pat  me  on  the  back  and  ask 
me  when  I’m  going  to  get  into  the  ‘real’ 
ministry,”  he  said.  "I  laugh  and  tell  them 
I’m  as  much  of  a  minister  now  as  I  will 
ever  be.  And  my  ‘congregation’  is  larger 
than  a  lot  of  United  Methodist  churches.” 


North  Texas  official  to  fill 
new  UMR  fund-raising  post 


the  church  today 


Central  Pennsylvania  churches 
grappling  with  growth  questions 

HARRISBURG,  Pa.— Leaders  of  the 
Central  Pennsylvania  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  have  called  their  902  churches  to 
take  part  in  10  days  of  fasting  and  pray¬ 
er  to  cap  a  monthlong  examination  of 
“roadblocks”  to  membership  growth. 

The  prayer  and  fasting  period  is  to  run 
from  Ascension  Day  (May  28)  to  Pente¬ 
cost  (June  7). 


A  27-member  conference  committee  is 
spending  this  month  grappling  with  ques¬ 
tions  raised  by  Harrisburg  Area  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May’s  task  force  on  church 
growth.  The  task  force  wants  to  know 
why  conference  churches  are  not  grow¬ 
ing,  said  Gerald  D.  Wagner,  an  associate 
director  of  the  conference’s  Council  on 
Ministries. 

Congregations  have  to  “move  from  a 
maintenance  ministry  to  an  outreach 


ministry,”  Bishop  May  said  in  his  call  for 
revitalization  of  local  congregations. 

Congregations,  refugees 
to  review  sanctuary  movement 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS>—  United  Meth¬ 
odist  involvement  in  the  Central  American 
sanctuary  movement  will  be  reviewed  by 
participating  congregations  and  refugees 
themselves  May  15-16  in  Evanston. 

About  50  people  are  expected  to  attend 


IF  YOU  MISSED  RALLY  ’87  OR  WANT  TO  LEARN  MORE, 
COME  TO  CHAUTAUQUA! 

Strengthening  The  Church  Through  The  Sunday  School 


THE  VINCENT-MILLER 


Lakeside  Assembly  1987 


A  Conference  at  historic  Chautauqua  Institution  -  1874-1987 


Chautauqua,  New  York 
June  12-14,  1987 

GENERAL  SESSIONS  -  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols,  The  United  Methodist  Church 
Rev.  Maurice  Boyd,  Metropolitan  United  Church,  London,  Ontario 

All  Are  Welcome  To  Participate  in  the  Workshops  and  Lectures 


A  Discovery  Approach  to  the  Lectionary: 
Celebrating  the  Church  Year  in  the  Church 
School;  Helen  Barron,  Executive  Director, 
“Living  the  Good  News,"  Episcopal 
Publishers,  Denver,  CO. 

A  Very  Present  Help:  Recognizing  and 
Helping  Children  in  Trouble;  Ms.  Debbie 
Paparella,  Director  Clinical  Services,  Life 
Crisis  Center,  Salisbury,  MD. 

Bible  Alive  in  Drama  and  Song;  Ecky 
Broad,  Artist  in  Dramatic  Portrayals,  Chagrin 
Falls,  OH. 

Creative  Art  Ideas  for  Church  School 
Teaching;  Mary  Molke,  Resource  Center 
Director,  artist,  and  liturgical  dancer, 
Williamsville,  NY. 

Explaining  the  Life  Cycle  and  Holidays  of 
Judaism  to  the  Christian  Child;  Lois 
Weinstein.  Administrator  of  the  Bureau  of 
Jewish  Education,  Buffalo,  NY. 

Family  Clusters:  An  Intergenerational 
Learning  Model;  Rev.  Richard  Speck, 
Chautauqua,  NY. 


Getting  Your  Sunday  School  and  CCD  the 
Support  It  Deserves;  Rev.  Franklin 
Hallman,  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Uniontown.  PA. 

Non-Traditional  Ways  to  Identify,  Invite  and 
Welcome;  Rev.  James  E.  Lavender,  Pastor, 
Discovery  United  Methodist  Church, 
Richmond,  VA. 

Prayer  and  the  Sunday  School  and  CCD; 

Sister  Mary  Collette  Fox,  Associate 
Superintendent  for  Religious  Education, 

Dept,  of  Catholic  Ed.,  Diocese  of  Buffalo,  NY. 

Teaching  Children  In  a  Media  Saturated 
World;  Rev.  Edward  McNulty,  author,  media 
consultant.  Pastor,  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Westfield,  NY. 

What  to  Teach  and  When  to  Teach  It;  Dr. 

Margaret  Krych,  Associate  Prof,  of  Christian 
Ed..  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary, 
Philadelphia,  PA. 

What’s  Working  In  Adult  Sunday  Schools; 

Kathy  White,  Church  Consultant,  Operation 
Sunday  School,  Western  PA  Conference, 

The  United  Methodist  Church. 
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REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  -  May  31,  1987 
REGISTRATION  FORM 

Please  register _ (number)  persons  for  the  Vlncent-Mlller  Lakeside  Assembly  1967  to  be 

held  at  Chautauqua  Institution.  Chautauqua.  NY  June  12-14.  An  informational  packet  will  be  sent,  upon 
receipt  of  registration,  listing  accommodations,  transportation,  workshop  schedules,  etc. 


City.  State.  Zip _ _ _ _ _ 

Phone  (  )  _ _ _ 

Please  list  additional  persons  on  a  separate  sheet 

REGISTRATION  FEE:  $135.00  Includes  dinners  &  lunch  -  Registration  Deadline  May  31.  1987 
Check  or  money  order  must  accompany  registration  form. 

PLEASE  MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO:*Chautauqua  Conferences.  2  E.  4th,  Jamestown,  NY  14701  (716)  483-1613 


the  meeting  sponsored  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  at  Wheadon  United  Methodist 
Church.  Wheadon  was  the  first  of  12  con¬ 
gregations  in  the  9.7-million-member  de¬ 
nomination  to  declare  itself  a  sanctuary. 

The  Rev.  Guillermo  Chavez,  a  Church 
and  Society  staff  executive,  said  each  of 
the  12  United  Methodist  sanctuary 
churches  is  being  asked  to  send  a  refugee 
and  a  representative  from  the  congrega¬ 
tion  to  the  meeting. 

Columbia  College  prepares 
for  presidential  search 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.— UM-related  Colum¬ 
bia  College  is  preparing  to  launch  a  na¬ 
tional  search  for  its  14th  president. 

Dr.  Ralph  T.  Mirse,  who  has  headed 
the  1, 200-student  liberal-arts  institution 
since  1977,  announced  last  month  that  he 
would  retire  Aug.  31. 

The  college’s  board  of  trustees  has  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  list  of 
qualifications  for  Dr.  Mirse’s  successor 
and  another  committee  to  review  appli¬ 
cations  and  interview  candidates. 

Claremont  hires  3  instructors 
for  Korean  bilingual  program 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.— The  UM-relat¬ 
ed  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont  has 
hired  three  faculty  members  for  a  new 
Korean  bilingual  seminary  program  to 
start  in  the  fall. 

The  Rev.  Chan-Hie  Kim  has  been  named 
associate  professor  of  New  Testament  and 
Korean  studies.  The  Rev.  Andrew  Sung 
Park  has  been  appointed  assistant  profes¬ 
sor  of  theology  and  Korean  studies.  Scott 
Gillis  has  been  selected  as  instructor  in 
English  as  a  second  language. 

The  three  faculty  members  are  to  aid 
Korean-speaking  students  in  completion 
of  the  seminary’s  requirements  for  a 
master  of  divinity  degree. 


The  Rev.  William  T.  Stephenson,  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  director  of  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference,  will  assume 
the  newly  created  post  of  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
Foundation  June  1. 

His  new  assignment  was  announced 
jointly  this  week  by 
Bishop  John  W.  Rus¬ 
sell  (Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Area)  and  the 
Rev.  Spurgeon  M. 

Dunnam  III,  editor 
and  chief  executive 
of  the  Reporter. 

The  UMR  Founda¬ 
tion  was  formed  in 
1986  with  the  initial  goal  of  raising  $2.5 
million  to  construct  a  new  UMR  Commu¬ 
nications  Center  in  Dallas. 

In  addition,  the  foundation  will  pursue 
the  long-term  goal  of  securing  endowed 
funds  to  cover  a  part  of  each  Reporter 
subscription  and  to  expand  related  com¬ 
munications  ministries  such  as  the  UMR 
Institute  for  Church  Communications, 
Religious  News  Service  and  a  service- 
oriented  video  production  center. 

“I  am  excited  and  feel  a  real  challenge 
as  we  move  into  this  uncharted  sea,”  Dr. 
Stephenson  said.  “I  feel  very  strongly 
about  and  am  strongly  committed  to  en¬ 
larging  the  ministries  of  the  Reporter 
through  the  communications  center.” 

Dr.  Stephenson,  64,  has  headed  the 
North  Texas  conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  since  June  1985.  Before  that  he 
served  twice  as  a  district  superintendent, 
as  administrative  assistant  to  the  bishop 
of  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area  and  as 
pastor  of  several  congregations  in  the 
North  Texas  and  Texas  conferences. 

Dr.  Stephenson  is  an  elected  member 
of  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry.  He  was  a  delegate  to 


the  1984  General  Conference,  the  denom- ; 
ination’s  highest  legislative  body. 

He  was  also  a  delegate  to  the  1971, ; 
1976,  1981  and  1986  World  Methodist  Con- ; 
ferences  as  well  as  the  1972, 1980  and  1984  ; 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conferences.  ; 

Dr.  Stephenson  is  a  trustee  of  Mount ; 
Sequoyah  Assembly,  a  retreat  center  in 
Arkansas  owned  by  the  South  Central  Ju-  ; 
risdiction;  a  judicatory  representative  to 
the  Texas  Conference  of  Churches;  a  di- ; 
rector  of  the  Dallas  Board  of  Church  Ex- ; 
tension;  a  director  of  the  North  Texas  ; 
Conference  Federal  Credit  Union;  a  di¬ 
rector  of  Methodist  Hospitals  of  Dallas; 
and  a  member  of  the  Reporter’s  govern¬ 
ing  board. 

“Bill  Stephenson  ideally  fits  the  pro¬ 
file  we  identified  for  the  person  to  lead 
this  new  phase  of  the  Reporter’s  develop¬ 
ment,”  Dr.  Dunnam  said.  “He  is  very 
well  known  in  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth 
area  where  we  are  based.  He  is  equally 
well  known  throughout  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  and  respected  as  a  leader 
across  the  church. 

"Dr.  Stephenson’s  combination  of  expe¬ 
riences  equip  him  very  well  to  lead  our 
short-term  development  effort  related  to 
the  new  Communications  Center.  They 
will  equally  equip  him  to  make  the  transi¬ 
tion  into  an  ongoing,  long-term  endow¬ 
ment  effort  on  behalf  of  the  Reporter’s 
various  communications  ministries.” 

Dr.  Stephenson  holds  degrees  from 
UM-related  Lon  Morris  Junior  College  in 
Jacksonville,  Texas;  Southwestern  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Georgetown,  Texas;  and  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University.  He  received  an 
honorary  doctor  of  divinity  degree  from 
Texas  Wesleyan  College  in  1975. 

Dr.  Stephenson  and  his  wife,  Alyce, 
have  four  children  and  three  grandchil¬ 
dren. 


W.  T.  Stephenson 


KIO  GRANDE  CONFERENCE  PHOTO- 

Rio  Grande  conference  evangelism  event  takes  to  the  streets 
SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas— Officials  of  the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference  lead  some  1,000  Hispanic  United  Meth¬ 
odists  through  the  streets  of  downtown  San  Antonio.  Heading  the  parade  are  (from  left)  the  Rev.  Eradio  Valverde 
Jr.,  Council  of  Minstries  director,  and  three  district  superintendents— the  Rev.  Joel  Martinez,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Ar- 
guijo  and  the  Rev.  Arturo  Mariscal.  The  march,  part  of  a  recent  weekend  Evangelism  and  Outreach  Encounter, 
was  reportedly  a  first  for  the  century-old,  Spanish-language  conference.  Marchers  were  making  a  public  testimony 
to  their  faith.  Several  other  annual  conferences  around  the  country  have  had  similar  evangelism  rallies  in  recent 
months. 
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Advice  columnist  puts  down  her  pen 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Kathleen  “Kaye”  Nyberg,  the  au¬ 
thor  who  chose  to  remain  anonymous 
behind  the  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er’s  popular  "Dear  Deborah”  advice 
column,  is  putting  her  pen  away  this 
month. 

The  67-year-old  “Ann  Landers  of 
religious  journalism”  says  deteriorat¬ 
ing  health  is  forcing  her  to  give  up  the 
column. 

She  has  been  writing  responses  on 
Reporter  pages  for  church-related 
and  personal  problems  for  nearly  a 
decade.  Her  last  column  appears  on 
this  page. 

Mrs.  Nyberg’s  mailbag  averages  30 
'  letters  a  month  from  Reporter  read¬ 
ers  around  the  country.  They  turn  to 
her  for  advice  on  family  life,  church 
squabbles  and  personal  traumas  that 
range  from  homosexuality  to  alcohol¬ 
ism. 

“Christians  suffer  from  the  same 
.  problems  as  everybody  else,”  said 
.  Mrs.  Nyberg  of  Minnetonka,  Minn.  “I 
hear  about  marital  infidelity,  Chris¬ 
tians  stabbing  other  Christians  in  the 
back,  suicide.  It’s  not  very  different 
from  the  kinds  of  problems  people 
read  about  in  Ann  Landers.” 

The  problems  may  be  the  same,  but 
the  answers  are  usually  different. 

Take,  for  example,  the  16-year-old 
who  wrote  “Deborah”  after  discover¬ 
ing  her  mother’s  involvement  in  an 
.  extramarital  affair. 

“Deborah’s”  answer  lamented  the 
pain  of  seeing  sin  in  loved  ones  and 
counseled  the  girl  to  approach  her 
mother— but  only  after  much  prayer. 

But  Mrs.  Nyberg’s  answers  are  of¬ 
ten  frankly  practical. 

Consider  the  letter  from  the  irate 
wife  who  wrote  about  the  widow  who 
called  on  the  men  of  the  church— reg- 


Kaye  Nyberg 


ularly  and  including  the  letter  writ¬ 
er’s  husband— to  do  odd  jobs  around 
her  house. 

Deborah  said  the  wives  of  those 
put-upon  husbands  were  right  to  be 
jealous  and  added  that  “Christian  love 
and  concern  is  often  confused  with 
overindulgence.” 


She  suggested  the  wives  begin  to 
make  excuses  for  their  husbands  and 
help  them  be  less  available  for  the 
“needy”  widow. 

Prays  over  every  letter 

“I  try  to  answer  every  letter  from  a 
biblical  perspective,”  Mrs.  Nyberg 
said.  “I  try  not  to  sound  preachy  or 
quote  a  lot  of  Scripture.” 

But  she  said  she  prays  specifically 
about  every  problem  that  comes  from 
her  mailbag. 

A  writer  and  pastor’s  wife  “by 
trade,”  she  said  her  experience  comes 
from  being  married  46  years,  rearing 
two  children  and  living  in  such  varied 
places  as  Minnesota  and  California. 

She  said  her  greatest  attribute  is 
not  being  a  talented  psychologist  but 
a  good  listener.  That  allows  people  to 
“sound  off”  their  problems. 

“I’ve  never  pretended  to  know  all 
the  answers,”  she  said. 

Half  the  battle  is  won,  she  said, 
when  a  person  admits  a  problem  ex¬ 
ists.  “There  is  a  lot  of  therapy  in  just 
writing  a  letter  and  getting  a  problem 
off  your  chest,”  she  added. 

While  most  of  her  advice  comes 
from  personal  experience  coupled 
with  prayer,  Mrs.  Nyberg  said  she  of¬ 
ten  relies  on  ministers,  psychologists 
and  her  husband  in  answering  letters. 

Became  ‘Deborah’  in  1977 

Mrs.  Nyberg  became  “Dear  Debo¬ 
rah”  in  1977  after  writing  the  Report¬ 
er  to  suggest  the  newspaper  start  a 
Christian-oriented  advice  column. 

She  offered  to  write  the  column  if 
her  name  was  not  mentioned.  She  had 
already  written  two  books,  “The  Care 
and  Feeding  of  Ministers”  about  be¬ 
ing  a  minister’s  wife  and  “The  New 
Eve,”  a  book  on  the  Christian  wom¬ 


an’s  approach  to  women’s  liberation. 
They  were  both  published  by  Abing¬ 
don. 

“The  editorial  staff  came  up  with 
the  name  Dear  Deborah,’  ”  she  said, 
adding  "I  never  fashioned  myself  af¬ 
ter  the  (Old  Testament)  Jewish 
judge.” 

Mrs.  Nyberg  said  that  using  anoth¬ 
er  name  on  the  column  helped  her 
avoid  taking  angry  letters  too  person¬ 
ally. 

“When  people  write,  upset  about 
something  I’ve  written,”  she  said,  “I 
don’t  take  it  nearly  as  personally  as  if 
their  letters  were  addressed,  ‘Dear 
Kaye’  — ” 

Problems  haven’t  changed 

In  the  nine-plus  years  she  has  writ¬ 
ten  the  advice  column,  Mrs.  Nyberg 
said,  problems  haven’t  changed  much. 

“People  have  always  been  frustrated 
with  the  hierarchy  of  the  church,”  she 
said.  “And  problems  like  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  marital  infidelity  have  always 
been  around’’— although  she  admitted 
they  have  received  more  press  in  the 
past  few  years. 

Her  “most  disturbing”  letters  came 
from  people  threatening  to  commit 
suicide.  She  said  there  was  not  much 
she  can  do  with  those  other  than  an¬ 
swer  the  letter  as  quickly  as  possible. 

She  recalled  more  than  one  suicidal 
letter  writer  who  had  written  back  to 
say  he  or  she  had  reconsidered  and 
sought  professional  counseling. 

Other  painful  letters  come  from 
pastors  distraught  at  seeing  their 
church  fall  apart  and  parents  who 
have  lost  children  through  death, 
drugs  and  other  tragedies. 

Her  decade  of  letters  and  answers 
is  being  compiled  into  a  book,  “The 
Best  of  Dear  Deborah,”  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  by  Abingdon  in  1988. 


Dear  Deborah 

Minister’s  wife  feels  6 trapped 9  by  demands  of  perfection 


Dear  Deborah: 

When  I  married  a  minister,  I 
thought  things  were  different— that 
the  minister’s  wife  was  free  to  be  her¬ 
self  and  not  be  a  drudge  to  the  congre¬ 
gation.  Was  I  ever  wrong! 

I  continued  my  profession  as  a  sur¬ 
gery  nurse,  which  is  demanding  on 
my  time  and  energy.  We  need  the  in¬ 
come  as  we  have  two  small  children 
and  hope  to  have  more.  I  teach  church 
school  and  attend  the  women’s  and 
general-church  meetings  as  often  as 
possible.  I  do  not  take  on  official  jobs 
in  any  organization  in  the  church. 

The  former  minister  had  a  wife 
who  was  into  everything  and  was,  by 
all  accounts,  perfection.  They  enter¬ 
tained  many  groups  in  their  home. 

That  is  the  rub.  I  am  criticized  for 
not  doing  the  same,  even  by  my  hus¬ 
band!  I  have  my  reasons  beyond  being 
too  exhausted  to  do  entertaining.  I  am 
inept  at  housekeeping  and  at  cooking, 
although  I  do  all  right  for  just  our 
family  and  our  few  friends  who  don’t 


expect  perfection. 

I  dislike  feeling  guilty  when  I  feel  I 
am  doing  all  I  can.  My  husband  is  a 
workaholic  and  is  desperate  to  see  his 
church  grow.  He  thinks  if  I  would  en¬ 
tertain  more,  it  would  help.  The 
strain  is  beginning  to  show  in  our 
marriage. 

How  do  ministers,  their  wives  and 
their  congregants  work  out  the  priori¬ 
ties?  Am  I  being  unreasonable? 

Trapped  In  a  Manse 

Dear  Trapped: 

If  it  helps  any,  l  agree  with  you. 
You  are  doing  a  great  deal.  Each  wife 
(or  husband)  of  a  minister  has  to 
make  allowance  for  the  unusual  na¬ 
ture  of  a  minister's  work.  Many  are 
workaholics  and,  especially  in  a  time 
when  the  church  is  not  growing  rapid¬ 
ly,  feel  great  frustration  and  look 
about  for  ways  to  change  things. 

1  my  be  wrong,  but  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  amount  of  home  entertain¬ 
ing  is  going  to  make  enough  differ¬ 


ence  to  make  it  worthwhile  to  push 
yourself  into  more  nervous  tension. 
Tension  can  have  a  disastrous  effect 
on  a  marriage. 

It  concerns  me  that  you  sign  your¬ 
self  "trapped."  Could  you  and  your 
husband  find  a  counselor  to  allow  you 
to  present  your  problems  in  an  objec¬ 
tive  setting?  Leaving  this  sort  of  frus¬ 
tration  unresolved  can  lead  to  more 
serious  problems.  Make  the  effort. 

Dear  Readers: 

I  will  miss  receiving  your  amazing, 
confusing,  entertaining,  consoling, 
difficult  and  heartrending  letters.  It 
has  become  necessary  for  me  to  dis¬ 
continue  writing  this  column. 

After  more  than  nine  years,  your 
letters  and  my  struggles  for  some 
kind  of  answers  have  become  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  my  life.  Health  prob¬ 
lems  and  concerns  necessitate  this 
change  in  my  activities. 

I  wish  you  all  joy,  peace  and  the  bless¬ 


ings  of  Jesus  Christ  in  your  daily  lives. 

A  collection  of  the  columns  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  paperback,  put  out  by  Abing¬ 
don  Press,  next  year.  You  will  learn 
my  identity  at  that  time,  so  it  is  no 
longer  a  deep,  dark  secret  that  your 
"Deborah”  has  been  and  is 

Yours  cordially, 
Kathleen  Neill  Nyberg 
Minnetonka,  Minn. 

EDITORS’  NOTE:  The  Reporter 
deeply  appreciates  the  development 
and  sustenance  of  “Dear  Deborah” 
over  the  past  nine  years  by  Kaye  Ny¬ 
berg.  We  very  much  regret  that  this 
column  will  be  her  last. 

Your  editors  currently  are  evaluat¬ 
ing  how  to  allocate  this  column’s 
space  in  the  future.  Should  we  secure 
a  new  "Deborah”?  Should  we  initiate 
a  similar  column  with  a  different 
name?  Should  use  the  space  for  a  dif¬ 
ferent  purpose? 

Your  comments  will  be  appreciated. 


New  Navajo  Bible  treasured  on  reservation 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

In  the  long  afternoon  while  his  small 
flock  of  sheep  grazes  along  a  rocky  ridge 
near  Rock  Point,  Ariz.,  a  sheepherder 
sits  and  reads  his  Bible  in  his  native  Na¬ 
vajo  language. 

While  the  Navajos  have  had  a  version 
of  the  New  Testament  since  1956,  this 
new  translation  of  the  entire  Bible— be¬ 
ing  read  avidly  by  the  sheepherder  and 
others  on  the  reservation— is  just  18 
months  old,  said  David  Tutt  of  Farming- 
ton,  N.M. 

The  United  Methodist  local  (lay)  pas¬ 
tor  directed  the  18-year-old  translation 
project  under  auspices  of  the  American 
Bible  Society. 

Another  translation  is  in  progress,  Mr. 
Tutt  said.  He  explained  that  the  Navajo 
language  has  undergone  some  rapid 
changes— "more  rapid  than  a  language 
normally  would”— because  of  the  influ- 


John  3:16 
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ence  of  English.  As  a  result,  young  peo¬ 
ple  don’t  understand  some  words  and 
terms  in  the  translation. 

Language  has  40  symbols 

The  Navajo  language  has  40  sym¬ 
bols— eight  vowels  and  32  consonant 
sounds— and  is  regarded  by  international 
linguists  as  difficult  (see  illustration  of 
John  3:16  written  in  Navajo.) 


History  Of  Hymns 

‘Savior,  Like  A  Shepherd’ 
gift  of  an  unknown  author 


Savior,  like  a  shepherd  lead  us, 

Much  we  need  thy  tender  care; 

In  thy  pleasant  pastures  feed  us, 

For  our  use  thy  folds  prepare; 
Blessed  Jesus,  blessed  Jesus, 

Thou  has  bought  us  thine  we  are. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

We  know  the  names  of  those  who 
wrote  many  of  the  hymns  we  sing.  But 
there  are  a  number  of  well-known  hymns 
whose  writers  are  not  known. 

Among  these  are  “Come,  Thou  Al¬ 
mighty  King,”  “Fairest  Lord  Jesus,” 
"Away  in  a  Manger,”  “How  Firm  a 
Foundation,”  ‘‘Jerusalem,  My  Happy 
Home”  and  “Savior,  Like  a  Shepherd 
Lead  Us.” 

To  remain  anonymous  may  have  been 
the  intent  of  the  writer.  Or  carelessness 
on  the  part  of  an  editor  or  publisher  may 
have  resulted  in  the  writer’s  name  being 
omitted  and  never  subsequently  identi¬ 
fied. 

“Savior,  Like  a  Shepherd  Lead  Us” 
first  appeared  in  England  in  1836  in  a 
collection  of  songs  and  poems  compiled 
by  Dorothy  A.  Thrupp.  Some  have 


thought  that  Miss  Thrupp  was  the  author, 
but  there  is  no  evidence  to  support  that. 
Other  hymns  she  contributed  to  this  col¬ 
lection  were  signed  “D.A.T.,”  but  this 
hymn  had  no  such  identification. 

The  23rd  Psalm  and  the  parable  of  the 
Good  Shepherd,  told  by  Jesus  in  the  New 
Testament,  provide  the  basis  for  the 
hymn.  The  major  theological  emphasis  is 
found  in  the  last  line  of  the  first  stanza, 
“Thou  hast  bought  us,  thine  we  are.” 

While  writer  of  the  words  is  anony¬ 
mous,  we  do  know  who  wrote  the  music. 
William  B.  Bradbury,  noted  American 
composer,  wrote  the  tune  and  included  it 
in  a  collection  of  Sunday-school  songs  he 
published  in  1859  in  New  York  City. 

A  teacher,  composer,  conductor,  music 
publisher  and  piano  manufacturer,  Brad¬ 
bury  achieved  great  success  in  all  these 
areas.  In  25  years,  he  published  59  collec¬ 
tions  of  songs,  sacred  and  secular. 

Among  his  hymn  tunes,  best  known 
are  "Jesus  Loves  Me,”  "He  Leadeth  Me,” 
“The  Solid  Rock,”  “Sweet  Hour  of  Pray¬ 
er”  and  “Just  As  I  Am.” 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"God  the  Omnipotent ” 


Mr.  Tutt  said  one  expert  has  estimated 
that  the  language  may  have  as  many  as 
235,000  variant  forms  to  communicate 
“coming  or  going.” 

The  new  Bible  was  dedicated  in  Janu¬ 
ary  1986,  capping  a  29-year  effort  involv¬ 
ing  several  native  translators. 

Beverly  Yazzie,  a  United  Methodist 
from  nearby  Shiprock,  N.M.,  on  the  east¬ 
ern  edge  of  the  huge  Navajo  reservation, 
said  tribal  members  prize  the  book. 

“I  attend  a  Navajo  worship  service,” 
the  young  woman  said,  “and  it  is  used  all 
the  time.” 

She  said  that  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shiprock  has  often  given  copies 
of  the  translation  to  Navajos  who  wanted 
to  read  the  Scriptures  in  their  native  lan¬ 
guage  but  couldn’t  afford  the  book. 

Mr.  Tutt  said  that  special,  limited-edi¬ 
tion  $18  leatherbound  copies  of  the  book 
were  quickly  snapped  up  when  they  ap¬ 
peared  in  January  1986. 

His  translation  team,  which  included 
Navajo  tribal  members,  also  added  200 
popular  hymns  to  an  existing  160-page 
non-denominational  hymnal  and  trans¬ 
lated  a  Christian  tract  titled  "Helps 
From  Above”— a  collection  of  Bible 
verses  on  a  variety  of  topics. 

The  team  is  reviewing  the  Navajo 
translation  draft  of  a  study  booklet 
called,  “Following  Jesus,"  developed  for 
use  in  Africa. 

Limited  number  can  read 

“The  Bible  has  not  been  used  as  much 
as  we  had  hoped  because  only  a  limited 
number  of  Navajos  can  read  the  lan¬ 
guage,”  Mr.  Tutt  said.  He  estimated  that 
of  the  200,000  Navajos,  only  about  65  per¬ 
cent  speak  the  language,  and  of  that 
group,  only  about  10  to  15  percent  read  it. 

He  and  others  on  the  huge  reservation, 
which  covers  a  portion  of  northeastern 
Arizona  and  laps  into  Utah  and  New  Mex¬ 
ico,  have  been  trying  to  remedy  that  by 
offering  Navajo  literacy  classes.  A  cur- 


NAVAJO  MISSION  PHOTO 

This  woman  is  one  of  many  Navajos 
who  reportedly  treasure  and  avidly  read 
the  new  Navajo  translation  of  the  Bible. 

rent  class,  held  at  a  Christian  Reformed 
Church  in  Farmington,  doubled  in  size  at 
its  second  session,  Mr.  Tutt  said. 

The  effort  has  had  some  success.  Fern 
Cole,  a  longtime  Lutheran  missionary  at 
Rock  Point,  said  that  nearly  all  of  her 
husband’s  150-member  congregation  now 
reads  Navajo,  except  for  a  few  older 
members. 

“There  was  a  real  enthusiasm  to  learn 
to  read  Navajo  so  they  could  read  the  Bi¬ 
ble,”  she  said.  "It’s  widely  used  and  real¬ 
ly  treasured.” 

The  Navajo  Christians  reportedly  read 
from  it  regularly  at  their  “Fellowship 
Meetings,”  every  other  Saturday  during 
the  Spring.  Those  meetings  involve 
members  of  almost  all  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  on  the  reservation. 

Mrs.  Cole,  coordinator  for  that  project, 
types  the  manuscript  for  Navajo  transla¬ 
tors  Joe  Wilson,  a  Rock  Point  school 
teacher,  and  Timothy  Begay  of  Flag¬ 
staff.  Mrs.  Cole  then  works  with  other 
Navajo  readers  in  painstaking  and  ex¬ 
haustive  “all-day”  sessions  to  proofread 
the  working  paper. 

“The  Navajo  Bible  we  have  now  is  won¬ 
derful,  and  people  are  using  it,  but  it  is  a 
little  bit  stiff,”  she  said.  “It  is  not  exactly 
the  way  conversation  would  flow  today.” 

The  Navajo  Bible  is  one  of  301  com- 
plete-Bible  translations  in  languages  oth¬ 
er  than  English,  according  to  figures 
provided  by  the  American  Bible  Society 
in  New  York  and  its  foreign  counterpart, 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  in 
Cambridge,  England. 
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United  Methodist  ‘ spirit ’  prepares  to  soar 

LAKELAND,  Fla.— United  Methodists  stand  under  a  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
balloon  during  a  special  “Catch  the  Spirit”  day  at  Sea  World.  The  event  was 
sponsored  by  the  Florida  Annual  Conference.  Rick  Hutcherson,  a  Sea  World 
executive  and  United  Methodist  layman,  called  the  daylong  extravaganza 
“one  of  the  most  enjoyable  events  ever  to  take  place”  at  the  park.  Proceeds 
were  to  promote  the  national  “Catch  the  Spirit”  campaign  as  well  as  church 
media  efforts  in  Florida. 


Japanese- American  claim 
receives  high  court  hearing 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— A  45-year-old  griev¬ 
ance  by  thousands  of  Japanese-Ameri- 
cans  against  the  federal  government 
finally  received  a  hearing  before  the  na¬ 
tion’s  highest  court  April  20. 

The  hour  of  oral  arguments  dealt  with 
technical  issues  rather  than  merits  of  the 
case.  But  session  marked  the  first  time 
the  Japanese-Americans’  appeal  for  rep¬ 
arations  from  World  War  II  internment 
has  reached  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

The  suit  grew  out  of  an  effort  initiated 
by  a  United  Methodist  congregation  in 
Chicago— Church  of  the  Holy  Covenant. 
A  member  of  that  church,  William 
Hohri,  is  the  lead  plaintiff. 

A  favorable  ruling  could  lead  to  hear¬ 
ings  on  claims  of  denial  of  civil  and  con¬ 
stitutional  rights  and  payment  of 
reparations. 

At  issue  was  whether  a  suit  filed  in 
1984  was  beyond  the  statute  of  limita¬ 
tions  for  such  actions. 

The  question  of  whether  the  statute  of 
limitations  had  expired  was  brought  to 
the  Supreme  Court  by  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice. 

A  U.S.  district  court  ruled  in  1984  that 
the  six-year  statute  of  limitations  had 
expired  before  the  suit  was  filed,  but  an 
appeals  court  in  January  1986  reversed 
that  ruling  and  ordered  the  case  be  tried. 

Both  the  government  and  the  Japa¬ 
nese-Americans  subsequently  asked  the 
Supreme  Court  to  review  the  matter. 
The  high  court  granted  the  government's 
appeal  in  November  1986. 

The  court  has  not  yet  ruled  on  the  Jap¬ 
anese-Americans’  appeal. 

Most  of  the  April  20  arguments  were 
devoted  to  when  the  time  clock  started 
running  on  the  six  years  under  the  stat¬ 
ute  of  limitations. 

U.S.  Solicitor  General  Charles  Fried 
claimed  the  time  had  expired  before  the 
filing  of  the  suit  in  1984. 

Mr.  Fried  said  the  high  court’s  deci¬ 
sion  should  be  based  upon  the  law,  “no 
matter  how  much  we  would  like  to  apply 
some  balm  to  the  wound"  of  the  125,000 
Japanese-Americans  removed  from 
their  homes  on  the  West  Coast  on  the 
grounds  they  were  security  threats. 

The  government  since  has  conceded 
the  internment  was  a  moral  wrong  and 
that  no  substantial  danger  to  the  nation 
was  involved. 

Representing  the  Japanese-Ameri¬ 
cans,  Benjamin  Zelenko  argued  that  be¬ 
cause  the  government  concealed 
information  showing  the  Japanese- 
Americans  were  not  a  security  threat, 
the  clock  on  the  statute  of  limitations 
was  stopped  during  the  1940s  and  did  not 
start  again  until  a  federal  investigatory 
commission  was  created  in  1980. 

Most,  questions  addressed  to  the  attor¬ 
neys  by  Supreme  Court  justices  dealt 
with  legal  points  and  precedents,  but 
Justice  Thurgood  Marshall  at  one  point 
asked  Mr.  Fried,  “How  much  difference 
is  there  between  throwing  them  (the  Jap¬ 
anese-Americans)  out  of  their  homes  and 


Poem  of  the  Week 

When  in  moods  below  hope 

When  in  moods  below  hope 
I  feel  God  is  a  dog— 

Comes  when  I  call  and 
Licks  my  broken  hands. 

Why  then,  when  love 
Has  snuffed  out  pain, 

Do  I  feed  him  scraps  and 
Chain  him  to  his  house? 

—DAVID  ABRAMS 


murder?  What  is  the  difference  between 
banishment  and  hanging?" 

Mr.  Fried  responded  that  at  least  their 
lives  had  been  spared  by  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  action. 

No  indication  was  given  of  when  the 
high  court  would  hand  down  its  decision. 
But  the  present  term  ends  in  mid-August, 
and  all  pending  cases  usually  are  dis¬ 
posed  of  by  the  end  of  the  term. 

Only  eight  of  the  nine  Supreme  Court 
justices  are  participating  in  the  decision. 

Because  Justice  Antonin  Scalia  served 
on  the  appeals  court  that  handled  the 
case  in  1986,  he  has  removed  himself 
from  the  high  court  consideration. 

Rights  activists 
protest  Korean 
reform  delays 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON  — A  human-rights 
group,  including  several  United  Method¬ 
ists,  gathered  in  front  of  the  State  De¬ 
partment  Building  April  22  to  protest 
South  Korean  President  Doo  Hwan 
Chun’s  decision  to  cancel  debates  on  con¬ 
stitutional  reform  until  after  the  1988 
Seoul  Olympics. 

Placards  read,  “Reform  the  constitu¬ 
tion  and  restore  democracy,”  “Free  Dae 
Jung  Kim  and  other  political  prisoners,” 
“Stop  torture"  and  "Chun  is  a  murderer." 

The  small  group— mostly  Korean- 
Americans— shouted  anti-Chun  slogans, 
condemning  his  blocking  of  a  constitu^ 
tional  amendment  and  alleged  brutality 
of  the  nation’s  police  force. 

Mr.  Kim,  one  of  the  two  key  opposition 
leaders,  was  put  under  unusually  strict 
house  arrest  in  Seoul  shortly  after  Mr. 
Chun’s  decision  in  mid-April.  Earlier  Mr. 
Kim  had  helped  lead  a  mass  resignation 
from  the  opposition  party,  Shinmindang; 
to  form  a  new  one. 

The  Rev.  Pharis  J.  Harvey,  a  United 
Methodist  who  directs  the  North  American 
Coalition  for  Human  Rights  in  Korea; 
called  on  the  U.S.  government  to  support 
the  move  toward  democracy  and  to  press 
the  Korean  government  to  free  Kim  from 
house  arrest  and  political  restrictions. 

With  him  in  the  protest  was  Jane  Har¬ 
vey,  a  staff  member  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Shinn,  Ar¬ 
lington,  Va.,  pastor  of  Galilee  Korean 
United  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Shinn 
urged  the  U.S.  government  to  use  its  mil¬ 
itary  presence  and  Korean  trade  as  le¬ 
verage  to  pressure  the  Chun  government. 

Washington  is  supporting  Mr.  Chun  in¬ 
directly  by  being  mute  about  the  current 
political  situation  in  Seoul,  he  added  He 
warned  that  “by  supporting  a  dictator¬ 
ship  now,  the  United  States  will  be  hurt 
in  the  long  run.” 

According  to  Korean  newspapers,  Mr. 
Kim  will  remain  under  detention  until  he 
promises  to  stay  out  of  politics.  He  has 
been  confined  to  his  house  about  53  times 
since  he  returned  from  exile  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  in  February  1985. 

“Chun’s  action  is  not  a  mere  delay  of 
constitutional  debates  but  is  an  apparent 
attempt  to  reverse  the  democratization 
for  the  nation,"  said  Kisop  Sim,  informa¬ 
tion  coordinator  for  the  Washington- 
based  Korean  Institute  for  Human 
Rights,  which  organized  the  protest. 

During  the  protest,  a  man  passed  out 
leaflets  that  read,  “Most  Koreans  desire 
democracy  even  if  it  means  a  slow-down 
of  economic  growth.” 
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Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board,  Inc. 

101  College  Blvd. 

Pineville,  LA.  71360 
(318)473-8682 

Rev.  James  L.  Adams,  Executive  Director 


WE  HAVE  A  GREAT  HERITAGE! 


In  June  1956  the  duplex  pictured  above  was  built  and  occupied  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Mrs.  George  Dameron,  standing  in 
G.  Strozier  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  B.  D.  Watson.  front  of  the  home  in  Pineville  she  still 


occupies.  This  home  was  built  in  1961. 
She  is  now  the  resident  with  the  most 
years  in  our  homes.  This  will  be  her  27th 
year. 


This  was  the  home  of  Miss  Mildred  Walker  in  Ruston.  She  was  the  first  to  donate 
her  home  and  retain  usufruct.  She  has  since  donated  her  usufruct. 


Mrs.  Annie  Strozier  pictured  in  front 
of  her  side  of  the  duplex  shortly  before 
her  untimely  death.  She  generously  re¬ 
membered  the  Board  in  her  will. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Y.  Galloway  were 
long  time  friends  of  the  Board.  Their 
lovely  home  was  willed  to  the  Arcadia 
church  to  be  used  as  a  dwelling  for  a  re¬ 
tired  minister.  It  is  currently  occupied 
by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Peyton. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Grambling  stand¬ 
ing  in  front  of  the  home  which  they  oc¬ 
cupied.  This  was  the  second  home.  Two 
additional  homes  were  built  beside  this 
one.  These  have  been  replaced  with  new 
homes  in  Bossier  City. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Doug  McGuire  were  the  first  to  build  a  minister's  family  home  on  a 
50/50  basis  with  the  Board. 


WHERE  WE  ARE  NOW 


At  present,  the  Retired  Minister’s 
Homes  Board,  Inc.  operates  38  homes 
and  a  six  unit  apartment  complex  hous¬ 
ing  58  of  our  Conference  claimants.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Conrad  Pierce  of  Mobile,  Ala¬ 
bama  donated  his  parents’  home  in 
Jonesville  to  the  Board.  It  is  currently 
being  rented.  Miss  Mildred  Walker  is 
now  confined  to  a  nursing  home  and  has 
donated  her  usufruct  to  the  Board.  The 
home  is  rented  to  a  minister’s  daughter. 
The  Board  also  received  the  Elizabeth 
Langford  home  by  will.  The  home  has 
been  sold  and  the  proceeds  are  ear¬ 


marked  for  building  a  memorial  home  to 
Miss  Langford. 

Eleven  ministers  and  two  widows  have 
requested  homes  in  the  next  five  years, 
22  over  the  next  10  years  and  28  by  the 
year  2000.  Realistically,  we  know  that 
some  of  the  homes  currently  occupied 
will  become  available.  Based  on  past  ex¬ 
perience,  this  will  largely  be  offset  by 
ministers  or  widows  who  did  not  an¬ 
ticipate  the  need  of  a  home.  It  is  safe  to 
say  that  we  will  need  to  build  at  least  two 
homes  a  year  for  the  next  15  years  to  meet 
this  increasing  need. 


A  NEW  DIRECTION 


The  Board  will  continue  to  provide 
housing  for  our  retired  ministers  and 
their  spouses.  This  will  always  be  our 
number  one  priority.  However,  paying 
cash  for  a  home  at  the  time  of  retire¬ 
ment  is  the  most  expensive  way  of  pro¬ 
viding  retirement  homes.  Given  the 
current  tax  advantage  of  owning  a 
house,  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  every 
minister  in  the  Conference  to  invest  in 
housing  now.  Tax  savings  will  actually 
pay  for  a  house  and  if  that  house  is  rent¬ 
ed  it  will  possibly  put  dollars  in  the  min¬ 
ister’s  pocket.  We  have  explored  this 
possibility  with  a  number  of  our  minis¬ 
ters  and  30  of  them  already  own  one  or 
more  pieces  of  property.  Three  ministers 
have  bought  and  20  are  interested  in 
purchasing  property.  Rev.  James  L.  Ad¬ 
ams,  Executive  Director  of  the  Retired 
>  Minister’s  Homes  Board,  Inc.,  is  continu¬ 


ing  to  work  with  them.  It  is  the  intent  of 
the  Board  to  meet  with  every  minister  in 
the  Conference  and  provide  counsel  and 
advice.  It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  a 
number  of  ministers  already  own  one  or 
more  homes  which  they  are  currently 
renting.  It  is  the  hope  of  the  board  that 
every  minister  in  the  Conference  will 
take  advantage  of  this  opportunity. 

A  recurring  problem  is  the  inability  of 
the  minister  to  buy  property  because  he 
or  she  does  not  have  the  cash  for  a  down 
payment  and  closing  costs.  The  Board  is 
currently  trying  to  increase  our  reserves 
so  that  we  can  arrange  100  percent  fi¬ 
nancing  for  our  ministers  similar  to 
what  is  done  for  our  GI’s.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  we  have  made  arrangements  with 
one  bank  to  loan  money  to  our  ministers 
for  five  percent  down.  If  anyone  is  inter¬ 
ested,  please  contact  the  Board  office. 


NEW  SERVICE 


The  Board  is  also  available  to  both  la¬ 
ity  and  clergy  for  advice  and  counsel  re¬ 
garding  the  planning  of  your  estate.  The 
director  has  been  involved  in  a  number 
of  seminars  on  estate  planning  and  can 


often  save  you  tax  dollars  on  income  tax 
now,  as  well  as  estate  tax  in  the  future. 
Let  us  hear  from  you  if  we  can  be  of  any 
assistance. 


PROGRAMS 


Rev.  J.  B.  Grambling,  pictured  above,  dared  to  dream  that  one  day  every  retiring 
minister  and  family  would  have  a  home  to  move  into.  At  the  Annual  Conference  in 
1953,  the  Retired  Minister’s  Homes  Board,  Inc.  was  organized. 


Please  note.  If  your  church  or  group 
needs  a  program  or  someone  to  supply 
the  pulpit,  the  Director  of  the  Board  or 
some  member  of  the  Board  is  available. 
We  also  have  a  30  minute  video  cassette 
that  is  available. 


We  do  not  know  for  sure  who  all  of  our 
retirees  will  be,  but  as  of  this  writing,  we 
have  three  homes  available.  If  you  quali¬ 
fy  and  are  interested,  please  let  the  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Board  know. 


The  six  unit  apartment  complex  was  built 
in  1965.  The  dedication  pictured  above 
was  on  December  5, 1965. 


We  Need  Your  Help! 

I  am  enclosing  a  contribution  of  $ - for 

□  building  homes 

□expanding  our  ministries  to  the  Retired  Minister’s  Homes  Board,  Inc.,  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion: 

As  a  Memorial _  Honorarium - 

To _ _ 

Mail  Certificate  to: - - - 

Address - - - 

My  name  and  address  is — - - - 


My  Church  is -  Pastor  - 

District -  Date - 

Retired  Minister’s  Homes  Board,  Inc. 
101  College  Blvd. 

Pineville,  Louisiana  71360 
Phone  (318)  473-8682  or  (318)  640-9594 


LIBRARY  BOX  R1A6 
SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 
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Annual  Conference  Arrangements  Taking  Shape 


As  summer  rapidly  swings  into  view, 
Methodists  everywhere  are  preparing 
for  the  beginning  of  Annual  Conferences 
for  United  Methodism.  The  meetings  of 
the  74  conferences  in  the  United  States 
and  Puerto  Rico  will  begin  May  8  with 
the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  in 
Manchester,  Ky.  All  of  these  conferences 
will  come  to  a  close  on  June  22. 

The  1987  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
will  begin  its  activities  on  Monday,  June 
1  at  1:30  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport.  At 
this  time,  all  ministers  are  asked  to  meet 
in  the  sanctuary  for  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry.  At  the  same 
hour,  all  lay  delegates  will  be  attending 
a  special  session  for  them  in  Bain  Hall  of 
First  Church. 

The  service  of  Commemoration  and 
Holy  Communion  will  begin  at  2:30  p.m. 
in  the  Church  sanctuary  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint. 

For  weeks  now,  many  individuals  and 
groups  have  been  working  hard  making 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  this  an¬ 
nual  event,  hosted  by  the  First  Church 
and  Centenary  College.  A  Pre-Confer¬ 


ence  booklet  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Council  of  Ministries  staff  and  mailed  to 
every  clergy  and  lay  delegate.  A  great 
deal  of  information  regarding  the  events 
of  the  Conference  is  to  be  found  on  the 
pages  of  this  booklet.  Probably  the  most 
important  section  of  this  publication  is 
that  part  containing  the  reports  from  the 
various  boards,  commissions,  commit¬ 
tees,  agencies  and  institutions  of  the  Con¬ 
ferences. 

Memorial  Service 

The  speaker  for  the  Commemoration 
service  will  be  Rev.  Donice  W.  Alverson, 
pastor  of  Lake  Vista  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans.  Alverson  is  the 
son  of  a  Methodist  minister  who  received 
his  B.S.  degree  from  the  University  of 
North  Alabama  and  his  B.D.  degree  from 
Candler  School  of  Theology.  Alverson  en¬ 
tered  the  Louisiana  Conference  in  1948 
and  will  retire  at  this  session  of  Annual 
Conference. 

As  a  part  of  this  year’s  Commemora¬ 
tive  service,  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
President  of  the  College  of  Bishops,  will 
lead  the  Conference  in  paying  tribute  to 


Bishop  Walter  L.  Underwood,  whose  un¬ 
timely  death  occurred  April  15, 1987. 

Following  the  service  of  Commemora¬ 
tion,  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  will  call  the 
17th  session  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
into  being  and  the  organization  of  the 
Conference  will  take  place.  Following 
motions  from  the  cabinet  and  registra¬ 
tion  information,  the  first  ballot  for  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  Delegates  will  be  re¬ 
ceived. 

Pre-Legislative 

Conference 

Again  this  year,  Pre-Legislative  Con- 
ferences  will  be  held  in  each  district  pri¬ 
or  to  the  opening  of  Annual  Conference. 
The  Pre-Conference  Legislative  Sessions 
are  scheduled  in  the  nine  districts 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  and 
will  be  held  simultaneously  on  Saturday, 
May  16,  from  9  a.m.  until  noon. 

All  pastors  and  lay  delegates  should  be 
in  attendance  at  their  district’s  Pre-Leg¬ 
islative  Conference.  Everyone  is  asked 
to  read  the  entire  Pre-Conference  book¬ 
let  and  to  study  its  contents  prior  to  at¬ 
tending  the  Pre-Legislative  Conferences. 


A  presenter  has  been  selected  by  each 
district  superintendent,  who  will  guide 
the  delegates  through  the  Pre-Confer¬ 
ence  Report  Book,  sharing  information 
on  the  reports.  Each  report  will  be  voted 
on  separately  at  the  end  of  the  presenta¬ 
tion.  A  concensus  vote  will  be  taken  and 
passed  on  to  the  secretary  of  the  Annual 
Conference.  Those  reports  that  are  voted 
to  the  Consent  Calendar  will  not  be  pre¬ 
sented  at  Annual  Conference.  Any  am- 
mendments  to  the  reports  must  be 
submitted  in  writing  and  will  be  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Conference  Secretary,  who 
will  pass  them  on  to  the  appropriate 
board  for  their  consideration  and  presen¬ 
tation  to  Annual  Conference  for  action. 

Centenary  Night 

“Centenary  Night”  will  be  held  on 
Monday  evening  in  the  Gold  Dome.  At¬ 
tention  will  be  given  to  the  importance 
of  this  institution  in  the  life  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  and  a  series  of  “Bishop’s 
Awards”  will  be  presented  to  small,  me¬ 
dium  and  large-sized  churches  sending 
the  most  students  to  Centenary.  Bishop 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  resident  bishop  of  the 


Nebraska  area,  will  give  the  keynote  ad¬ 
dress  for  this  occasion.  Bishop  Hearn,  a 
native  of  Louisiana,  received  his  B.A.  de¬ 
gree  from  Louisiana  Tech  University  in 
Ruston  and  Masters  of  Sacred  Theology 
and  Th.D.  degrees  from  Boston  Universi¬ 
ty  School  of  Theology.  Having  served 
various  churches  in  Louisiana,  as  well  as 
being  Conference  Council  Director  and 
District  Superintendent  in  Lake  Charles, 
Hearn  was  elected  Bishop  in  1984  from 
the  pastorate  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Bishop  Hearn 
serves  on  many  boards  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  is  a  trustee  of  var¬ 
ious  institutions  of  Methodism.  Bishop 
Hearn  is  presently  the  President  of  the 
College  of  Bishops  for  the  South  Central 
Jursidiction. 

This  night  will  be  a  "gala  affair”  with 
activities  of  interest  for  all  and  will  fea¬ 
ture  once  again  this  year,  the  music  of 
the  Centenary  College  Choir. 

Worship  Services 
Planned 

Worship  will  play  an  important  part  of 
the  activities  of  the  1987  Louisiana  Annu¬ 


al  Conference  and  will  feature  as  guest 
preacher  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.,  Resident 
Bishop  of  the  Florida  area  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

A  native  of  Johnson  City,  Tenn.,  Bish¬ 
op  Hunt  is  a  graduate  of  East  Tennessee 
University  and  Candler  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy.  He  is  the  recipient  of  degrees  from 
eight  schools  of  higher  education  and  has 
served  with  distinction  as  a  pastor  and 
educator.  Hunt  was  elected  Bishop  in 
1964  while  President  of  Emory  and  Hen¬ 
ry  College  in  Emory,  Virginia.  An  au¬ 
thor,  editor  and  lecturer,  Bishop  Hunt  is 
probably  best  known  for  his  excellent 
preaching  ability.  He  will  speak  each 
morning  of  Conference  at  11:30  a.m.,  as 
well  as  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
nights  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church. 

Luncheons,  teas,  banquets  and  dinners 
will  play  a  big  part  in  the  activities  of 
the  Conference  as  friends  gather  togeth¬ 
er  for  moments  of  fellowship.  Persons 
desiring  more  information  regarding  the 
activities  and  plans  for  Conference  are 
invited  to  call  the  Conference  Office  in 
Baton  Rouge  at  (504)  346-1646. 
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Special 
Guests . . . 


These  men  will  be  speaking  at  Annual 
Conference.  They  are,  from  left  to  right. 
Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  from  the  Florida 
area,  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  of  the 
Nebraska  area  and  Rev.  Donice  W.  Al¬ 
verson,  pastor  of  Lake  Vista  UMC  in 
New  Orleans. 


Important  Information 


On  Annual  Conference 


The  Pre-Conference  report  book 
with  information  pertaining  to  the 
1987  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
has  been  mailed  to  both  clergy  and 
lay  members. 

If  you  have  not  received  the  mate¬ 
rial  by  now,  please  call  (504)  346-1646 
and  ask  for  Liz  Lucas  in  the  Council 


of  Ministries  Office. 

Any  lay  member  who  is  unable  to 
attend  is  asked  to  give  all  information 
to  their  elected  alternate.  Pastors  are 
requested  to  be  sure  this  transfer  oc¬ 
curs,  so  that  the  alternate  will  have 
the  proper  credentials  for  registra¬ 
tion. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Harvey  G.  Williamson  Ben  Oliphint  Kim  Dent 

Council  Director-Editor  Bishop  Editorial  Assistant 


church  in  1953.  19,000  copies  have  been 
printed  and  sold  over  a  period  of  18 
years,  however,  the  cookbook  has  been 
out  of  print  since  1971.  “Favorite  Reci¬ 
pes”  is  available  at  the  church  for  $9.95, 
with  the  profits  going  toward  the 
church’s  annual  senior  high  mission  trip. 
This  year  the  trip  will  involve  40  youth 
going  to  St.  Ann’s  Bay,  Jamaica  to  work 
on  the  construction  of  a  high  school  for 
that  community. 

*  *  • 

The  Walker  United  Methodist  Church 
will  hold  their  church  family  fellowship 
for  May  on  May  24  at  6:30  p.m.  The  eve¬ 
ning  will  be  "Honor  the  Youth”  night, 
and  the  youth  of  Walker  UMC  will  be 
special  guests.  A  speaker  is  being  chosen 
for  the  event.  Each  family  is  asked  to 
prepare  a  complete  “Boxed  Supper”  and 
numbers  will  be  drawn  for  the  meals,  to 
be  enjoyed  together. 


Volunteers  Sought 
as  Mission  Directors 
for  Hunger  Camp 

An  opportunity  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  involvement  in  an  ecumenical 
work  camp  experience  for  senior 
high  youth  is  being  planned  for  the 
week  of  June  7-13.  Known  as  the 
"Harvest  of  Hope,”  this  will  be  a 
kind  of  hunger  camp  involving  dis¬ 
covering  and  studying  about  the 
problem  of  hunger  in  our  world.  The 
model  for  this  experience  is  being 
adapted  from  a  very  successful  one 
sponsored  by  the  Society  of  St.  An¬ 
drew. 

The  planning  committee  and  staff 
include  Presbyterian,  Catholic,  Lu¬ 
theran  and  Baptist.  Methodist  in¬ 
volvement  at  this  level  is  being 
requested. 

This  is  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  youth  work  teams  to  become  in¬ 
volved  in  a  project  centered  around 
world  hunger. 

The  camp  will  be  based  at  the 
John  Knox  Ranch  near  Blanco,  Tex¬ 
as,  northwest  of  San  Marcos. 

Those  persons  interested  in  staff 
positions  should  contact  Rhonda 
Colby  at  (804)  739-3663.  Information 
for  youth  groups  that  wish  to  partic¬ 
ipate  can  be  obtained  from  Dick 
Hacker  (512)  327-1335. 


Delegates  to  the  1987  Annual  Conference  will  conduct  their  business  in 
Centenary  College’s  Gold  Dome.  Clergy  and  lay  delegates  will  sit  in  separate 
sections  on  the  lower  floor  this  year  in  order  to  facilitate  the  election  of 
general  and  jurisdictional  Conference  delegates. 


Hymnal  Forums  set  for  Conference 


The  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  is 
again  sponsoring  open  forums,  or  feed¬ 
back  sessions,  at  each  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  Louisiana  delegates  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  feelings  be¬ 


fore  this  group  on  Tuesday  afternoon, 
June  2,  at  1:30  in  the  Kilpatrick  Auditori¬ 
um  in  the  R  E.  Smith  Building.  Rev.  Car¬ 
ole  Cotton- Winn  will  be  the  convener  for 
this  gathering. 


Methodists  Participate  in  Program 


First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Covington  has  welcomed  a  new  summer 
youth  director,  Diane  Derouen.  Ms.  Der- 
ouen,  who  attends  High  Point  College  in 
High  Point,  North  Carolina,  will  be  in¬ 
volved  in  the  educational  ministries  of 
the  church,  including  planning,  recruit¬ 
ing,  organizing  and  leading  various  pro¬ 
grams  involving  children  and  youths. 

*  •  * 

The  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  recently  sponsored  “A  Con¬ 
versation  with  the  Pastor”  to  provide  the 
opportunity  for  the  congregation  to  get 
to  know  Rev.  Guy  West  Jr.  Some  of  the 
topics  discussed  included;  ways  of  in¬ 
creasing  attendance  and  membership  in 
the  Church  and  Church  School,  concern 
for  one  another,  making  a  positive  im¬ 
pact  on  the  community  and  a  willingness 
to  serve. 


The  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  First  United  Church  in  Mansfield 
led  the  worship  service  in  their  church 
May  3.  The  youth  formed  the  choir, 
served  as  ushers,  provided  instrumental¬ 
ists  as  well  as  the  speakers. 

*  •  * 

Both  Youth  Groups  from  Homer-Wes- 
ley  United  Methodist  Churches  will 
make  a  special  trip  to  Trinity  UMC  in 
Ruston  to  hear  Robert  Short  who  wrote 
"The  Gospel  According  to  Peanuts.”  The 
program  will  be  “America,  The  Bible 
and  Peanuts,”  and  will  be  for  all  ages 
and  illustrated  with  color  slides  of  the 
newest  Peanut  Cartoons. 

St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mandeville  will 
hold  their  next  family  dinner  May  17  to 
present  the  new  sanctuary  design.  There 
will  be  a  model  of  the  design  plus  a  slide 


presentation.  Members  of  the  Building 
Committee  will  be  available  to  discuss 
all  aspects  of  the  project.  Also,  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Choir  will  sing  for  entertainment 
for  the  evening. 

•  *  • 

The  Pecan  Island  United  Methodist 
Church  participated  in  the  Pecan  Island 
Community  Sing.  This  event  is  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  Pecan  Island  Methodists,  Bap¬ 
tists,  Catholics  and  Full  Gospel  members 
to  all  get  together  quarterly  to  share 
gospel  music.  The  Methodists  worked  up 
some  special  numbers  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  chief  guitarist  Fenton  Bourque 
for  this  night  of  fellowship. 

•  •  • 

The  youth  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport  are  reprinting 
"Favorite  Recipes  of  the  Red  River  Val¬ 
ley,”  a  cookbook  first  published  by  the 
Gleaners  Sunday  School  class  at  the 


Three  Tapped  for  Honorary- 
Degrees  at  Centenary  College 


An  important  aspect  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  program  is  the  min¬ 
isterial  and  laity  exchange.  The  purpose 
is  to  promote  acquaintance  and  appreci¬ 
ation  between  Methodist  leaders  of  dif¬ 
ferent  countries,  which  will  help  us  unite 
in  the  many  tasks  of  our  common  heri¬ 
tage.  The  exchanges  are  made  through 
the  Director  of  World  Exchange  in  Lake 
Junaluska,  North  Carolina. 

Through  the  program,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Truman  Ward  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  New  Orleans  were  paired 
with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Leese  of 
Bury,  England.  Dr.  Leese,  a  medical  doc¬ 
tor,  is  a  prominent  British  layman  and 
member  of  the  British  Section  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council.  He  and  his  wife 
have  served  as  medical  missionaries. 
Mrs.  Joan  Leese,  a  registered  nurse,  is 
active  in  the  women’s  missionary  society 
and,  as  a  volunteer  of  the  St.  John's  Am¬ 
bulance,  flies  to  many  parts  of  the  world 
to  assist  patients.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward  are 
active  in  local  church  and  conference  ac¬ 
tivities.  Mrs.  Amy  Ward  is  a  former  Con¬ 
ference  President  of  UMW  and  a 
delegate  to  General  Conference.  She 
presently  serves  as  a  Director  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leese  visited  the  Wards 
and  St.  Luke’s  last  year  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ward  look  forward  to  being  in  England 
during  May.  The  Leeses  presented  sever¬ 
al  sermons  and  general  talks  while  here 
and  Truman  and  Amy  Ward  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  return  the  favor  on  their  trip. 


Pictured  above  are  Exchange  Pro¬ 
gram  participants,  from  left  to  right, 
Truman  and  Amy  Ward  of  New  Orleans 
and  Joan  and  Kenneth  Leese  of  Bury, 
England. 


A  sculptor,  Methodist  minister  and 
central  Louisiana  business  woman  have 
been  selected  by  the  Centenary  College 
Board  of  Trustees  and  Faculty  to  receive 
honorary  degrees  at  Centenary  College’s 
162nd  Commencement  exercises. 

Clyde  Connell  of  Lake  Bisteneau, 
Warren  Blakeman  of  Shreveport  and 
Fran  Bolton  Davis  of  Alexandria  will 
receive  honorary  degrees  from 


Warren  Blakeman 


Centenary  College  President  Donald  A. 
Webb  and  Dean  of  the  College  Dorothy 
B.  Gwin  on  Saturday,  May  23. 

The  event  will  begin  at  2:30  p.m.  in  the 
Gold  Dome  and  is  open  to  the  public. 

Artist  and  Professor  James  Surls  of 
Splendora,  Texas  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker,  highlighting  the  career  of  sculp¬ 
tor  Clyde  Connell,  whose  contributions  to 
the  20th  century  art  and  aesthetics  have 


Clyde  Connell 


been  nationally  acclaimed. 

Receiving  the  Honorary  degree  Doctor 
of  Divinity  will  be  H.  Warren  Blakeman 
Jr.,  a  1954  graduate  of  Centenary  College 
and  minister  of  Broadmoor  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

Fran  Bolton  Davis  of  Alexandria,  busi¬ 
ness  woman  and  arts  patron,  will  receive 
the  honorary  degree,  Doctor  of  Humane 
Letters. 


Fran  Bolton  Davis 
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Hart  tragedy:  Morality  still  counts 


Gary  Hart's  announcement  last  week 
that  he’s  dropping  out  of  the  race  for  the 
presidency  is  both  tragic  and  instructive. 

Adverse  public  reaction  to  persistent 
allegations  of  extramarital  involve¬ 
ments  by  the  former  senator  from  Colo¬ 
rado  apparently  convinced  him  that  his 
candidacy  is  no  longer  viable. 

In  his  departure  speech,  Mr.  Hart  blast¬ 
ed  the  news  media  for  their  close  scrutiny 
of  his  and  other  political  candidates’  pri¬ 
vate  lives.  And  he  strongly  questioned 
what  such  scrutiny  has  to  do  with  one’s 
qualifications  for  public  office. 

It’s  not  difficult  to  understand  Mr. 
Hart’s  feelings  of  anger  and  bitter  disap¬ 
pointment.  His  political  downfall  shat¬ 
ters  a  longtime  dream  of  holding  our 
nation’s  highest  office. 

Revelations  of  his  infidelity  no  doubt 
also  will  cause  heartache  within  his  fam¬ 
ily  and  among  supporters  who  believed 
in  his  personal  integrity.  No  caring  per¬ 
son  can  properly  take  satisfaction  in 
such  an  outcome. 

Beyond  Mr.  Hart’s  personal  tragedy, 
however,  are  some  lessons  for  all  of  us. 

First,  Mr.  Hart’s  apparent  pattern  of 
marital  infidelity  coupled  with  denial  of 
same  raises  deeper  questions  about  his 
moral  understanding  and  judgment.  He 
said  for  example  that  he  “absolutely  did 
not”  do  anything  immoral  while  recently 
spending  all  or  part  of  a  night  alone  with 
a  woman  who  isn’t  his  wife. 

Whether  or  not  their  time  together  in¬ 
volved  sexual  relations,  it’s  hard  to 
imagine  why  Mr.  Hart  would  risk  the 
questions  about  his  credibility  and  integ¬ 
rity  that  such  a  liaison  invites.  Infidelity 
is  not  limited  to  sexual  misconduct.  Infi¬ 
delity  occurs  any  time  that  we  violate 
the  trust  others  have  placed  in  us. 

Mr.  Hart  compounded  his  error  when  he 
denounced  the  pres?  for  its  role  in  report¬ 


ing  his  actions.  The  press  is  far  from  per¬ 
fect  in  performing  its  task.  However, 
against  a  backdrop  of  the  Watergate,  “Iran- 
Contragate”  and  PTL's  “Pearlygate”  scan¬ 
dals,  the  American  public  should,  by  now, 
be  growing  weary  of  efforts  by  public  fig¬ 
ures  to  blame  others  for  the  consequences 
of  their  own  moral  misconduct. 

In  fact,  far  from  denouncing  the  news 
media  for  bringing  revelations  of  indiscre¬ 
tion  and  dishonesty  to  light  as  Mr.  Hart  and 
some  supporters  have  done,  we  believe  it  is 
more  appropriate  for  us  as  Christian  citi¬ 
zens  to  express  gratitude.  It’s  far  better  to 
learn  of  a  candidate’s  character  flaws  be¬ 
fore  rather  than  after  the  election. 

We  believe  it  is  altogether  reasonable  to 
hold  our  public  leaders  accountable  to  a 
high  level  of  moral  conduct  in  their  pri¬ 
vate  lives  as  well  as  their  public  conduct. 
We  would  find  it  hard  to  trust  in  other  ar¬ 
eas  the  judgment  of  a  person  who  would 
cheat  on  his  wife  and  then  lie  about  it 

During  the  upcoming  campaign  season, 
other  candidates  for  public  office  should 
be  put  on  notice  that  their  moral  judgment 
and  behavior  are  no  less  appropriate  crite¬ 
ria  for  evaluation  than  their  views  on  fed¬ 
eral  deficits  and  trade  policies. 

Paul’s  letter  to  the  Galatians  offers  a 
succinct  and  valid  warning:  “Do  not  be 
deceived;  God  is  not  mocked,  for  whatev¬ 
er  a  man  sows,  that  he  will  also  reap.” 

If  one  does  not  show  enough  backbone 
both  to  avoid  evil  and  the  appearance  of 
evil  in  all  its  guises,  and  to  take  direct 
responsibility  for  one’s  behavior,  there  is 
good  reason  to  question  that  person’s  fit¬ 
ness  to  hold  public  office. 

While  we  do  not  rejoice  in  Mr.  Hart’s 
personal  tragedy,  we  can  be  thankful 
that  we  live  in  a  society  where  a  candi¬ 
date’s  personal  character  still  is  scruti¬ 
nized  and  where  moral  scruples  still 
count  for  something. 


Here  I  Stand 

Why  did  church  let  SMU  scandal  happen? 


By  ROSS  REIDER 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  fi¬ 
nally  been  publicly  embarrassed  into 
responding  to  an  ongoing  scandal  that 
first  surfaced  in  1958. 

The  rule  violations  of  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University 
(those  actually  dis¬ 
covered  and  penal¬ 
ized  have  occurred 
repeatedly  over  a 
period  of  nearly 
three  decades! 

A  church-owned 
university,  bearing 
the  name  of  a  RossReider 
Christian  denomination,  has  set  the  na¬ 
tional  collegiate  record  for  dishonesty 
in  college  athletics.  A  secular  agency 
has  had  to  bring  the  harshest  penalty  in 
its  history  to  bear  againsfon  arm  of 
the  church  of  Christ. 

The  result  (in  addition  to  tremendous 
financial  losses)  is  shame  and  humilia¬ 
tion  for  both  the  institution  and  its  own¬ 
er,  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  (not  to  men¬ 
tion  our  Lord!).  The  world  has  had  to 
punish  the  church  to  keep  it  honest  and 
make  it  play  by  the  rules. 

Anguish  is  incalculable 

We  can  be  sure  that  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  worth  of  negative  publicity  have 
been  generated  for  SMU  and  United 
Methodism.  But  there  is  no  way  to  cal¬ 
culate  the  anguish  and  damage  to  the 
self-respect  and  loyalty  of  all  United 
Methodists  or  the  impact  of  the  scandal 
on  member  and  non-member  attitudes 
towards  the  church. 

Nor  is  it  possible  to  calculate  the 


spiritual  and  moral  damage  done  to 
young  athletes  and  others  by  these  atti¬ 
tudes  and  practices  over  the  years. 

The  real  issue  is  not  what  should  be 
done  now  to  clean  up  SMU.  The  under¬ 
lying  issue,  the  larger  question,  is:  how 
and  why  did  the  church  allow  this  situa¬ 
tion  to  degenerate  to  this  point  before 
acting?  Why  is  it  that  violations,  first 
disciplined  by  the  NCAA  in  1958,  and 
growing  in  seriousness  and  punishment 
at  intervals  ever  since,  never  generat¬ 
ed  any  church  sanctions? 

The  “death  penalty”  was  not  simply 
a  reaction  to  the  most  recent  viola¬ 
tions.  It  was  a  response  to  a  history  of 
institutional  misconduct.  Where  was 
the  church -in  1958,  1964, 1974,  and  1976, 
when  these  unethical  actions  were 
sanctioned  by  the  NCAA? 

Officially,  the  church  was  nowhere. 
It  was  silent.  The  president  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  University  Senate  has 
said  that  it  took  no  official  action  until 
1985. 

Who  then  is  responsible  for  this  situa¬ 
tion?  Of  course  boosters,  coaches,  play¬ 
ers,  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the 
Trustees  are  responsible.  But  the  list 
should  include  another  body  that  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  protect  the  interests  of  United 
Methodism  in  higher  education. 

Had  the  church  made  it  clear  offi¬ 
cially  since  1958  that  unethical  behav¬ 
ior  is  totally  unacceptable  and  that 
SMU  would  lose  its  church  affiliation 
and  support  with  the  next  violation,  a 
United  Methodist  scandal  would  not  be 
world  news  in  1987. 

According  to  the  The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  (see  paragraphs  1505.1f.,  1506.3, 
1513.1f.,  1514. If.,  1517.2,  1518.2f.  and 


1519.2f.)  it  is  clear  that  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  has  author¬ 
ity  “to  maintain  the  historic  mission  of 
the  UMC  in  higher  education  . . .  uniting 
knowledge  and  vital  piety.” 

Charged  with  evaluating 

It  is  also  charged  with  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  evaluating  that  education  with 
concern  for  quality  and  integrity. 

The  Division  of  Higher  Education  is 
entrusted  with  maintaining  a  spiritual 
ministry  for  the  church  through  its  edu¬ 
cational  institutions.  One  of  its  objec¬ 
tives  is  promoting  a  campus  Christian 
movement  and  encouraging  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christ  and  the  church,  as  well 
as  service  and  leadership  to  the  world 
in  and  through  the  church. 

The  division  is  further  supposed  "to 
interpret  ...  the  church  to  its  educa¬ 
tional  institutions”  and  “to  foster  with¬ 
in  (those)  institutions  the  finest  ethical 
and  moral  principles,  and  especially 
Christian  ideals.” 

It  is  also  to  “direct  attention  of 
church  members  to  the  contribution  of 
United  Methodist  educational  institu¬ 
tions  and  campus  ministry  units  to  the 
life  and  character  of  students  and  to 
the  place  the  institutions  and  campus 
ministry  have  in  the  preservation  and 
propagation  of  Christian  faith  for  our 
time.” 

The  University  Senate  is  to  represent 
the  interests  of  the  church  and  its  insti¬ 
tutions,  the  programs  of  which  are  to 
reflect  values  held  in  common  by  the 
institutions  and  the  church. 

It  is  supposed  to  provide  an  effective 
review  process  so  that  institutions 
qualifying  for  church  support  will  be 


recognized  as  having  well-structured 
programs,  sound  management  and 
clearly  defined  church  relationships.  It 
is  also  to  establish  effective  annual  re¬ 
porting  procedures  to  review  the  pro¬ 
gram  integrity  of  member  institutions. 

An  examination  of  the  make-up  of 
the  University  Senate  shows  that  over 
half  of  its  members  must  be  the  cur¬ 
rently  acting  chief  executive  officers  of 
UM-related  educational  institutions. 

An  obvious  conflict  of  interest 

This  obvious  conflict  of  interest  goes 
a  long  way  towards  explaining  how  the 
SMU  scandal  grew  to  the  proportions 
that  it  did. 

When  17  of  the  25  University  Senate 
members  are  acting  presidents  of  the 
institutions,  one  is  a  dean,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  seven  hold  other  current  insti¬ 
tutional  positions,  one  begins  to 
understand  the  reluctance  to  deal  with 
questionable  institutional  policies  and 
actions. 

It  is  time  to  investigate  our  church’s 
University  Senate  and  its  Division  of 
Higher  Education  regarding  its  compo¬ 
sition  and  its  responsibility  to  the 
church.  The  conflict  of  interest  that  has 
contributed  to  United  Methodism’s 
shame  will  continue  until  there  is  Disci¬ 
plinary  change. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Ross 
Reider  is  pastor  of  Mount  Holly 
Springs  United  Methodist  Church. 
Mount  Holly  Springs.  Pa.  (Central 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Theological-pastoral  help  needed 


To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Jack  Tuell  is  to  be  commended 
on  his  efforts  to  deal  with  the  problem  of 
incompetent  pastors  (see  UMR,  May  1). 

His  research  should  aid  in  bringing  un¬ 
derstanding  to  the  problem  and  his  brief 
should  provide  helpful  insights  for  the 
annual  conference  Boards  of  Ordained 
Ministry. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  bishop  seems 
to  approach  the  problem  from  a  legal 
stance  only.  In  the  article  no  mention  is 
made  of  the  theological  or  pastoral  con¬ 
cerns  in  dealing  with  the  persons  involved. 
Institutional  concerns  are  primary. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Bishop  Tuell  la¬ 
bors  under  the  myth  of  management— as 
though  if  everyone  down  the  line  works 
harder  and  more  efficiently  we  can  han¬ 
dle  the  problems  of  our  denomination. 

Example:  from  headquarters  I  have 
just  received  a  list  of  74  (!)  steps,  which,  if 
I  take,  will  supposedly  create  a  new  Sun¬ 
day  school  class.  The  plan  could  be  just  as 
useful  in  developing  a  new  roof-tarring 
crew  or  in  opening  another  jelly  bean  fac¬ 
tory.  It  all  seems  far  removed  from  any 
biblical  examples  of  how  many  were  won 
to  the  church  in  the  book  of  Acts. 

Would  not  a  theological  understanding 
of  the  church  underscore  the  fact  that 
the  church  is  God’s  creation,  whose  head 
is  Jesus  Christ,  whose  ministers  are 
called  and  empowered  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  do  God’s  work  in  the  world? 

Would  not  a  pastoral  approach  to  the 
incompetent  minister  be  through  prayer 
and  fasting  to  enable  the  minister  to  ex¬ 
amine  his/her  own  understanding  of  the 
call  to  ministry  and  to  discover  how 
he /she  can  grow  in  grace  and  knowledge 
of  Christ’s  ministry? 

Such  a  theological  /pastoral  approach 
to  the  problem  might  very  well  lead 
some  ministers  to  fruitful  service  out¬ 
side  the  ordained  ministry,  thus  actually 
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strengthening  the  body  of  Christ. 

Thank  you  for  the  excellent  work  of 
reporting  you  are  doing. 

Robert  A.  Milligan 
Mahomet,  Illinois 

Suggestions  were  shocking 

To  the  Editor. 

Bishop  Jack  Tuell’s  suggestions  deal¬ 
ing  with  incompetent  ministers  came  as 
a  shock  to  this  reader  (see  UMR,  May  1). 

His  basic  statement  that  local 
churches  have  a  right  to  a  competent 
minister  is  well-taken.  But  his  solution 
smacks  of  legalism  and  short-sighted 
lack  of  grace. 

Bishop  Tuell  speaks  of  “incredible  job 
protection”  as  a  kind  of  scandal.  He  for¬ 
gets  the  job  protection  he  and  his  fellow 
bishops  have  sitting  in  their  plush  offices 
in  best  imitation  of  corporate  America. 
Stop  your  obscene  hypocrisy,  Bishop 
Tuell.  It  really  makes  us  pastors  angry 
and  lowers  our  morale  even  further. 

Bishop  Tuell’s  solution  will  put  even 
further  dictatorial  powers  in  the  hands 
of  the  bishops  so  they  can  remove  at  will 
ministers  who  do  not  agree  with  them 
politically  and  theologically.  This  is  al¬ 
ready  being  done. 

Bishop  Tuell  may  have  a  law  degree 
but  he  has  shown  no  grace  degree.  He 
has  forgotten  that  the  church  ought  not 
to  reflect  the  structures  of  society  as  he 
suggests  but  challenge  them.  We  serve  a 
risen  Saviour,  Bishop  Tuell,  not  a  divine 
General  Motors. 

Sargon  Y.  Ibraham 
Lynn,  Massachusetts 

We  are  victims 

To  the  Editor: 

I  write  as  a  member  of  a  local  church 
forced  to  accept  an  incompetent  pastor 
without  even  the  due  process  afforded  us 
by  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

We  feel  that  we  are  victims  of  the  bu¬ 
reaucracy  of  our  denomination  which 
guarantees  any  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  an  appointment  even  though  the  per¬ 
son  may  be  incompetent.  Never  mind  the 
predictable  membership  loss— more  im¬ 
portant  is  the  loss  of  workers  for  the 
Lord. 

We  have  had  our  present  pastor  for  al¬ 
most  one  year  and  our  membership  is 
down  by  50  percent. 

We  have  an  active  outreach  program 
but  people  won’t  come  back  after  one  or 
two  worship  services.  How  can  we  per¬ 
form  our  ministry  and  his?  We  are  all 
running  out  of  energy. 

We  really  need  a  friend  at  court.  At 
court,  it  seems,  the  minister  is  the  only 
concern.  Someone  should  establish  a  fo¬ 
rum  where  local  congregations  can  at 
least  be  heard! 

We  owe  the  Lord  better  than  this— we 
have  the  transforming  wine  of  life  to  of¬ 
fer,  but  it  leaks  out  of  a  vessel  full  of 
holes  faster  than  we  can  fill  it  or  faster 
than  we  can  patch  holes. 

Name  Withheld  by  Request 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Methods  to  peace  differ 

To  the  Editor. 

My  respects  to  the  Rev.  Mark  Heiss  and 
his  “Here  I  Stand”  article  on  Christians 
breaking  the  law  (see  UMR,  April  24). 

He  and  I  are  both  Christians  and  both 
are  seeking  world  peace.  The  difference 
is  that  I  endorse  the  approach  of  strate¬ 
gic  deterrence  and  have  spent  most  of 
my  career  in  developing  missile  weapon 
systems.  Mr.  Heiss  made  a  nonviolent 
protest  of  nuclear  testing. 

Each  Christian  citizen  has  a  right,  and 
even  a  responsibility,  to  show  his  or  her 
government  that  he  favors  peace  and 
that  the  world  cannot  survive  a  major 
nuclear  exchange. 

However,  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
churches  or  even  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  should  eliminate  nuclear  testing 


without  knowing  that  such  tests  determine 
the  effects  of  nuclear  energy  on  electronic 
devices  or  various  special  materials. 

Nor  should  we  arbitrarily  eliminate  re¬ 
search  and  development  on  the  strategic 
defense  initiative  or  some  other  defensive 
system.  The  Soviet  government  actually 
has  deployed  a  defensive  system. 

Why  not  let  our  government  have  the 
flexibility  to  carefully  negotiate  on  the 
reduction  of  nuclear  and  conventional 
weapons  that  are  verifiable?  They  can 
also  trade  off  nuclear  underground  test¬ 
ing  and  defense  systems. 

As  long  as  there  is  the  possibility  of 
adventurous  nations  such  as  Libya  and 
Iran,  I  don’t  believe  that  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons  can  be  eliminated.  Gradual  reduc¬ 
tions  to  80  percent,  50  percent  and 
eventually  10  percent  should  be  goals. 

Mr.  Heiss,  we  agree  on  world  peace, 
but  we  differ  on  the  best  method  to 
achieve  it. 

Donald  H.  Blose 
Riverside,  California 

Sounds  great  on  paper 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  April  3  issue  of  the  Reporter  I 
read  that  in  November,  1986,  the  Council 
of  Bishops  pledged  “to  make  congrega¬ 
tional  revitalization  their  major  concern 
through  1988.” 

Sounds  great  on  paper  but  sometimes 
the  bishops’  actions  speak  louder  than 
words.  For  it  was  reported  on  the  same 
page  of  the  same  issue  that  on  March  26 
this  same  group  chose  to  ignore  the  first 
specific  responsibility  as  given  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline  under  Section  IV — 
Specific  responsibilities  of  Bishops  —  Par. 
514— Leadership  1—  to  lead  and  oversee 
the  spiritual  and  temporal  affairs  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  etc. 

I  do  not  refer  to  the  bishops’  decision  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Conference  affair.  I 
refer  instead  to  their  inability  or  unwill¬ 
ingness  to  take  a  stand,  once  and  for  all, 
as  designated  leaders  of  our  denomina¬ 
tion  on  this  issue  of  homosexuality. 

When  praise  and  accolades  are  about  to 
be  handed  out,  they  are  eager  to  come  to 
the  forefront  to  accept  their  fair  share  and 
more.  However,  when  the  going  gets  tough, 
they  appear  to  prefer  to  retreat  into  their 
comfortable  shells  of  silence  and  watch  the 
United  Methodist  Church  languish  in  tur¬ 
moil  as  it  has  during  the  past  four  or  five 
years  and  continue  to  wonder  why  the  UMC 
membership  roll  is  declining. 

Could  it  be  we  have  no  real  “leaders”? 

G.  Arden  McKee 
Mount  Vernon,  Ohio  * 

Appreciation,  errors  noted 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  with  great  appreciation 
the  informative  and  sensitive  reports  on 
China  (see  UMR  April  17, 24  and  May  1). 

I’m  writing  to  correct  two  statistical 
errors  about  the  church  in  China,  both  in 
the  April  17  piece.  There  are  300  newly- 
ordained  Protestant  pastors  in  China- 
ordained  in  the  past  five  years. 

Neither  Franklin  Woo  (NCC  China 
Program)  nor  I  have  figures  on  total  or¬ 
dained  pastors  still  serving,  but  there 
must  be  at  least  6,000  (the  most  recent 
official  statistic  on  numbers  of  churches 
open  for  worship).  Some  ordained  per¬ 
sons  are  serving  in  non-pastoral  jobs  as 
well  and  some  big  city  churches  have 
several  ordained  pastors. 

The  other  correction  refers  to  Christians 
at  the  time  of  liberation.  The  figure  should 
be  an  estimated  700,000  Protestant  Chris¬ 
tians.  In  addition,  there  are  an  estimated 
3,274,000  Catholics.  (G.  Thompson  Brown 
in  “Christianity  in  the  PRC,”  John  Knox 
Press,  1986,  gives  936,000  for  the  Prostes- 
tants  in  1949,  for  a  total  of  4,210,000 
Christians— baptized  members.) 

Donald  Maclnnis 
Maryknoll,  New  York 
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My  Witness 

Hearing  Sermon  on  the  Mount  provides 
sense  of  being  in  the  presence  of  Jesus 


By  GARRISON  LEE 

Five  years  ago  I  memorized  the  Ser¬ 
mon  on  the  Mount  and  delivered  it  to  a 
congregation  as  a  special  devotional  ser¬ 
mon  during  Lent. 

Invitations  to  preach  these  words  of 
Jesus  from  Matthew 
5,  6  and  7  have  come 
my  way  ever  since.  I 
have  delivered  the 
sermon  in  worship 
on  Sunday  morning 
at  various  churches, 
preached  it  outdoors 
on  Easter  at  sunrise 
and  at  the  rim  of  the  Garrison  Lee 
Grand  Canyon  on  retreats. 

I’ve  shared  it  as  a  meditation  for  stu¬ 
dents  in  our  campus  chapel.  I’ve  even 
done  it  for  a  company’s  annual  sales 
meeting  at  a  nearby  resort. 

Reactions  have  been  bountiful.  Some 
typical  ones  are:  “I  didn’t  know  that  was 
in  there!”  “I’ve  heard  some  of  those 
phrases,  but  I’ve  never  heard  it  as  a 
whole.”  “I  feel  judged,  but  I  feel  hope, 
too.”  “We  certainly  need  to  be  reminded 
of  those  teachings,  thanks,”  and  “It’s  too 
easy  to  just  skip  the  hard  parts  when  you 
read  it.  Hearing  it  forces  you  to  deal 
with  all  of  what  Jesus  is  saying.” 

Some  people  are  overwhelmed  and  tell 
me  they  can’t  express  what  they  feel  when 
I  greet  them  afterward.  I’ve  seen  some  lis¬ 
teners  with  tears  in  their  eyes.  Some  re¬ 
member  the  sermon  long  afterwards, 
referring  to  it  in  Bible  studies  and  church 
gatherings,  and  thanking  me  for  it  again 
when  I  see  them  months  later.  It  seems  to 
re-kindle  something  in  their  faith. 

Others  have  found  fault  with  my  deliv¬ 
ery,  complained  of  the  sermon’s  exclusive¬ 
ly  male  language,  expressed  puzzlement 
or  criticism  over  a  passage,  or  wanted  to 
argue  a  theological  point.  Some  seem  in¬ 
different  to  the  message,  and  yes,  occa¬ 
sionally  someone  catnaps  in  the  pew. 

What  is  it  about  hearing  the  sermon, 
as  opposed  to  reading  it,  that  is  so  con¬ 
victing? 

First,  of  course,  is  the  power  of  the 
spoken  word  itself,  the  word  made  flesh 
in  the  dynamic  personal  relationship  be¬ 
tween  the  preacher  and  congregation 
which  justifies  all  preaching. 

Second,  there  is  a  mounting  flow  of 
ideas  in  the  sermon  creating  a  cumula¬ 
tive  impact  while  only  hearing  or  read¬ 
ing  selections  truncates  Jesus’  thought. 

Third,  the  language  of  the  sermon  is 
poetically  rich  and  poetry  must  be  heard 
to  be  fully  understood. 

But  perhaps  the  most  powerful  part  of 
the  experience  is  the  sense  of  oratory  of 
his  words.  The  listeners  catch  a  glimpse, 
a  feeling,  of  what  it  might  have  been  like 
to  actually  be  in  the  presence  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth. 

Reciting  these  words  makes  them  a  ve¬ 
hicle  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  bring  Jesus  to 
life  in  the  hearts  and  not  just  the  intellects 


of  worshippers.  Thus  they  are  confronted 
in  a  holistic  way  with  the  sermon’s  radical 
demands  upon  their  lives. 

This  is  the  sermon  that  covers  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  sins.  I  cannot  think  of  a  situation 
in  our  personal  lives,  our  churches  and 
communities,  or  in  the  world  to  which  its 
insights  cannot  be  applied. 

This  is  the  alpha  and  omega  of  sermons, 
the  one  that  has  made  every  sermon  that 
has  come  after  it  mere  plagiarism.  It  is 
constantly  a  rich  vein  of  devotional  mate¬ 
rial;  just  when  I  think  the  words  have 
grown  too  familiar,  I  find  in  them  new 
depths  of  meaning  to  guide  my  life. 

In  the  sermon  Jesus  gives  us  simple 
teachings  for  how  we  are  to  live  our  lives 
day  by  day,  yet  to  live  out  the  intent,  to 
grasp  the  full  implication  of  his  thought, 
takes  a  lifetime.  Ultimately,  we  cannot 


live  up  to  Jesus’  demands  in  the  sermon. 

His  words  convince  us  that  it  is  only 
through  reliance  on  God’s  grace  that  sin 
can  be  overcome  because  our  personal 
efforts  at  goodness  forever  fall  short. 
The  complete  trust  in  God  that  Jesus 
asks  of  us  in  the  sermon  is  indeed  the 
most  radical  demand  of  all  on  our  lives. 

If  preaching  the  sermon  can  so  powerful¬ 
ly  renew  our  faith  in  God’s  grace,  it  surely 
deserves  to  be  an  annual  event  in  the  life  of 
the  congregation.  The  most  gratifying  com¬ 
ments  of  all  for  me  when  parishioners  hear 
it  are  “I’ve  got  to  read  that,’’  and  “This  is 
what  church  ought  to  be  like!” 

This  week's  contributor,  the  Rev.  Gar¬ 
rison  Lee.  is  director  of  the  University  of 
Arizona  Wesley  Foundation,  Tucson, 
Ariz.  (Desert  Southwest  Conference). 
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$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

1.000-MEMBER  CHURCH  HAS  AN  OPENING  for 
the  position  of  Director  of  Christian  Education  and 
Youth  Activities.  Please  send  inquiries  to  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  422 
South  Magnolia,  Palestine,  TX  75801. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  A  1. 300-member  church 
for  full-time  Director  of  Music  and  Youth.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
626,  Carlsbad,  NM  88221,  Phone  (505)  885-3142. 

HEIFER  PROJECT  INTERNATIONAL.  Little 
Rock,  AR,  an  interfaith,  nonprofit,  self-help  agen¬ 
cy  seeks  Director  of  Development.  Responsible  for 
fund  raising  through  our  regional  network  and  ad- 

ORGANIST/DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  600-mem¬ 
ber  church  with  excellent  program.  Part-time,  but 
can  combine  with  education/youth  ministry  for 
full-time  job.  Send  resumes:  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dun¬ 
bar,  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC,  833  W.  Jefferson, 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70605. 

ministers  Resource  Development  Department. 
Strong  administrator  needed  with  10  years  experi¬ 
ence,  CFRE  and  overseas  experience  preferred; 
commitment  to  international  development,  Bache¬ 
lor's  and  Master's  or  equivalent.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to  Personnel,  HPI,  Box  808,  Little 
Rock,  AR  72203  by  June  15. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION:  grow- 
ing  2,000-member  church  in  a  beautiful  suburb  of 
Ft.  Lauderdale.  Salary  open.  Send  resume  and  pic¬ 
ture  to:  Plantation  United  Methodist  Church;  1001 
NW  70  Avenue,  Plantation,  FL  33313. 

LARGE  ONE-ROOM  AND  BATH  APARTMENT 
for  rent  to  United  Methodist  ministers.  Close  to 
Disney.  $20  per  night.  Maximum  stay  2  weeks. 
Families  welcome.  Write  326  Heather,  Longwood, 
FL  32750. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  1,500  mem- 
ber  church.  Seeking  mature  young  adult  with  orga¬ 
nizational  skills.  Send  resume  to:  King's  Way  UMC, 
2401  South  Lone  Pine,  Springfield,  MO  65804. 

CEPAD  NEWSLETTER  FROM  NICARAGUA.  For 
more  information  on  newsletter  and  cost,  contact. 
CEPAD  Newsletter,  32867  SE  Hwy.  211,  Eagle 

DYNAMIC  AUSTIN.  TEXAS  FUMC  seeks  healthy, 
open,  outgoing  person  to  direct  ministries  for 
youth  and  their  families.  State  capitoi,  state  uni¬ 
versity,  highland  lake  hill  country.  Unusual  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Clergy  or  lay,  salary  negotiable.  Open  June 

1.  Contact  Kathy  Davis,  Search  Committee,  Box 
1666,  Austin,  TX  78767. 

INTERNATIONAL  ORDER  OF  ST.  LUKE  Annual 
Healing  Conference.  June  17-20,  1987  Rev.  Tommy 
Tyson,  Methodist  Evangelist— Keynoter.  Daily 
workshops  on  healing.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  215  E.  University  Drive,  Tempe,  AZ  85281. 
Information:  Rev  Robert  A.  Kern,  6715  N.  Mock- 
ingbird  Lane,  Scottsdale,  AZ  85253  (602)  948-5560. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  A  1,300-member 
church  for  full-time  Director  of  Education.  Salary 
negotiable.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  626,  Carlsbad,  NM  88221,  Phone  (505)  885-3142. 

FOR  SALE:  200'  LAKE  FRONTAGE  and/or  18 
acres  hunting  land  Conners  Lake.  Located  Flam¬ 
beau  River  State  Forest,  Northern  Wisconsin,  con- 
tact  Wesley  UMC,  205  E.  3rd  St.,  Marshfield.  WI 
54449(715)  384-2292. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  Worship  at  First 

Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes.  9:30  a.m 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC,  925-member  church,  sala¬ 

ry  negotiable,  send  resume  to  Roger  E.  Hilton,  Co- 
lonial  Heights  UMC,  631  Lebanon  Road,  Kingsport, 

TN  37663. 

THE  TEN  COMMANDMENTS  OF  JESUS  by  Rev. 
Edwin  Montfort,  Fla.  A  book  of  dynamic,  exciting 
sermons.  Acclaimed  by  UM  bishops  Newman, 
Knox,  McDavid  &  Wicke— by  UM  pastors  Brokhoff, 
Freiling,  Gibbs,  Wills,  Jr.  Order  from  CCC2881  Bra- 
zelton.  Random  Lake,  W1  53075-9722,  $5.95.  Clergy 
Discount  $1.00.  Live  on  tapes  (5)  $19.95. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  PRESCHOOL/Day 
Care  program  for  3.700-member  church  in  N.E. 
Oklahoma.  Desire  professional  education  and  ex¬ 
perience.  Salary  negotiable.  Position  open  this  fall. 
Call  Senior  Associate  Minister  (918)  336-3361  or 

for  one  of  the  largest  United  Methodist  churches  in 
the  Northern  Illinois  Conference.  Music  degree  re¬ 
quired  with  experience  in  organ  and  choral  con¬ 
ducting.  As  one  of  a  five-member  staff,  the 
successful  candidate,  as  organist  and  choir  direc- 

OUTREACH/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR:  For  grow¬ 
ing  church,  edge  of  Chicago.  Qualifications:  Mini¬ 
mum,  bachelor's  degree.  Salary  equal  to  starting 
teacher.  Contact:  Epworth  UMC,  37W040  Highland 
Avenue,  Elgin,  IL  60123. 

tor,  will  continue  the  church’s  musical  excellence 
and  plan  strategic  growth  in  the  music  program. 
The  sanctuary  organ  is  a  1972  Moller  4-manual,  56- 
rank  instrument  maintained  in  excellent  condition. 

LOSERS  WANTED!  Overweight  people  who  seri¬ 
ously  want  to  lose  weight  quickly,  safely.  First  150 
get  immediate  supply  100 %  moneyback  guaran¬ 
tee.  Please  call  (303)  934-3068  immediately. 

Committee,  Court  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
215  North  Court  Street,  Rockford,  IL  61103  1 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

SUMMER  INTERN  POSITION:  $200/week  plus 
room,  board,  mileage  for  10-week  period  Responsi¬ 
bly  areas:  youth  &  evangelism  Must  be  seminary 

student  or  in  field  of  Christian  education  Resume/ 
references  by  May  20.  Wesley  United  Methdodist 
Church,  225  North  Ash,  Crookston,  MN  56716. 

NEW  FAMILY  MAILING  ADDRESSES  in  your 

area.  Available  on  a  monthly  basis.  Call  Prime 
Prospects  (817)  268-4220.  j 

A  Supplement  to  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


BECOMING  DISCIPLES  THROUGH  BIBLE  STUDY 


T 

JL  he  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
announces  a  new  pastor-directed  Bible  study  to 
develop  strong  Christian  leaders  through 
in-depth  study  of  Scripture.  Read  Bishop  Earl  G. 
Hunt's  personal  endorsement  of  the  DISCIPLE 
program  written  in  a  letter  to  his  colleagues  in 
the  Council  of  Bishops  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

$ 

Bishop  Hunt  is  the  President  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  The  letter  is  used  with  his 
permission.  It  presents  Bishop  Hunt's  personal 
endorsement  of  DISCIPLE.  It  is  not  meant  to 
imply  endorsement  by  other  members  of  the 
Council. 

The  DISCIPLE  concept  was  developed  by  a  _team 
including  the  following  persons: 

Dan  Bonner  •  Dick  Murray  •  Julia  Wilke  •  Maxie 
Dunnam  •  Albert  Outler  •  Ira  Gallaway  •  Richard 
Wilke  •  General  Board  of  Discipleship  Staff  • 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  Staff 

The  DISCIPLE  study  manual  was  written  by 
Richard  Wilke  and  Julia  Wilke,  reviewed  by 
noted  biblical  scholars,  and  edited  by  Nellie 
Moser,  Executive  Editor  of  Youth  and  Adult 
publications  of  the  Curriculum  Resources 
Committee  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  DISCIPLE  videotapes  include  one  or  more 
segments  presented  by  the  following  persons: 

Albert  Outler,  Walter  Harrelson,  Dal  Joon  Won, 
Richard  Wilke,  Lynne  Deming,  Ellsworth  Kalas, 

B.  Davie  Napier,  Jorge'  Gonzalez,  William  Power, 
Robert  Mulholland,  Orion  Hutchinson,  Randall 
Falk,  Leander  Keck,  Mary  Lou  Santillan  Baert, 

Ira  Gallaway,  Noah  Reid,  Will  WUlimon, 

Maxie  Dunnam,  David  Watson,  Zan  Holmes 

The  DISCIPLE  training  events  will  be  led  by 
persons  including  the  following: 


The  United  Methodist  Church 


FLORIDA  AREA 


EARL  G.  HUNT,  JR.  April  29,  1987 

Resident  Bishop 
Dear  Colleagues: 

I  do  not  often  surrender  to  the  temptation  to  write  laudatory  letters  about 
specific  programs.  But  this,  to  me,  is  an  exception  and  I  ask  your  indulgence 
to  depart  from  my  custom. 

As  the  Council  of  Bishops  moves  forward  with  its  serious  effort  to  strengthen 
our  local  churches,  I  have  become  deeply  impressed  with  a  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  program  that  I  feel  can  help  us  in  a  major  way— the  new  Bible 
study  entitled  Disciple :  Becoming  Disciples  Through  Bible  Study .  I  understand 
that  this  is  the  most  demanding  adult  Bible  study  ever  published  by  our 
denomination. 

May  I  suggest  several  features  of  Disciple  that  appeal  to  me? 

lr,  It  insists  that  the  local  church  pastor  become  a  primary  teacher  of  the 
«—  Bible. 

2.  It  provides  training  for  the  pastor  and  will  allow  the  course  to  be 
taught  only  by  those  who  have  been  trained. 

3.  The  books  have  been  written  in  a  practical  way  by  our  colleague  Bishop 
Wilke  and  his  wife  Julia  with  the  assistance  of  noted  Bible  scholars. 

4.  Each  of  thirty-four  sessions  is  introduced  by  means  of  video  with  Bible 
presentations  being  made  by  such  persons  as  Albert  Outler,  William 
Power,  Davie  Napier,  Walter  Harrelson,  Lynne  Deming,  Jorge'  Gonzalez, 
Leander  Keck,  Dal  Joon  Won,  Ira  Gallaway,  Mary  Lou  Santillan  Baert, 

Will  Willimon,  Maxie  Dunnam,  and  others. 

5.  The  intent  of  the  course  is  to  lead  to  Bible  knowledge  and  faithful 
Christian  discipleship. 

Training  sessions  for  teachers  of  this  course  (mostly  pastors)  are  being  held 
this  summer.  I  urge  you  to  encourage  sending  at  least  two  pastors  from  each 
District.  The  Districts  that  are  "clustered”  are  sending  one  pastor  from  each 
"cluster. " 

The  cost  may  seem  high  at  first,  but  it  is  actually  very  reasonable  when 
compared  to  other  Bible  studies  that  require  training;  and  no  other  study  has 
such  an  extensive,  exciting  video  component.  I  understand  that  a  church  may 
charge  the  cost  to  its  Cokesbury  account  and  pay  over  an  extended  period  of 
time  with  no  interest  charges. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  single  possibility  that  offers  the  promise  of 
local  church  renewal  to  the  extent  of  this  Bible  study.  Let  us  support 
Disciple  vigorously! 

Thank  you  for  allowing  me  this  outburst  of  enthusiasm  for  a  project  that  has 
impressed  me  so  positively. 

God  bless  each  of  you  at  this  critical  season  as  our  Annual  Conferences 
approach. 

Very  sincerely  your  friend, 


Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr. 


Richard  Wilke,  Jim  Beal,  Dan  Bonner,  Dick  Murray, 
Ira  Gallaway,  Ellsworth  Kalas,  Bob  Paul,  Maxie 
Dunnam,  Wini  Grizzle 


DISCIPLE 

"To  equip  the  saints  for  the  work  of  ministry,  for 
building  up  the  body  of  Christ." — Ephesians  4:12 


1987  TRAINING  SEMINAR  SCHEDULE 


DATES _ LOCATIONS 

June  30  —  July  2 . Fairmont  Hotel,  Dallas,  Texas 

July  7  —  July  9 . Chicago,  Illinois 

July  14  —  July  16 . Marriott  Hotel  (N.W.),  Atlanta,  Georgia 

July  21  —  July  23 . Tremont  Hotel,  Baltimore,  Maryland 

July  28  —  July  30 . Sheraton  Hotel  (Airport),  Charlotte,  N.C. 


Aug.  4  —  Aug.  6..  Holiday  Inn  (Olathe,  KS),  Kansas  City,  MO 
Aug.  4  —  Aug.  6..  Red  Lion  (Jantzen  Beach),  Portland,  Oregon 


A  free  introductory  videotape  is  available  for  preview  through 
Annual  Conference  Council  Directors,  District 
Superintendents,  or  Cokesbury. 


Financial  assistance  is  available  to  small  membership 
churches.  We  invite  your  inquiries.  For  more 
information  or  to  register  for  DISCIPLE  call  Wini 
Grizzle: 

1-800-672-1789 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


rii  istsuKO,  Kan.—  The  Wesley  House  community  of  faith”  outgrew  this  23-by-60  foot  storefront  build¬ 
ing  in  Pittsburg  and  moved  13  blocks  last  November  to  a  new  facility  built  by  “Christian  friends.”  Those 
friends  include  members  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pittsburg.  The  church  has  funded  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  ministry  from  an  unusual  legacy  of  its  own.  Chuck  Kallaus  (at  right,  holding  “Songs  of  Joy” 
hymnals)  fashioned  this  ministry  to  the  poor  as  an  at-large  associate  minister  of  First  UMC. 


UMs  minister  to  6 doggondest  collection 9 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

PITTSBURG,  Kan.— “It’s  the  dog¬ 
gondest  collection  of  people  I’ve  seen 
in  a  church  for  a  long  time,”  said  the 
Rev.  Tex  S.  Sample,  professor  at  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology. 

The  collection  isn’t  even  officially  a 
church. 

It’s  a  “community  of  faith”  made 
up  of  people  who  probably  would 
have  never  joined  a  church. 

The  place  is  called  Wesley  House, 
and  it’s  a  ministry  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  this  southeastern 
Kansas  coal-mining  community. 

Wesley  House  hasn’t  always  been  in 
a  $150,000  metal  building  10  blocks 
from  First  UMC.  Five  years  ago  it 
opened  in  a  20-by-60-foot  storefront 
just  east  of  a  beer  joint  its  bartender 
insists  is  “the  best  in  town.” 

What  began  as  an  extraordinary 
outreach  to  the  poor  from  an  upper- 
middle-class  church  has  taken  on  a 
life  of  its  own. 

“You  get  the  same  impression 
there  that  you  get  when  your  kids 
come  home  from  school  after  an  ex¬ 
citing  day,”  said  the  Rev.  Gary  A. 
Schrag  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  “They  can’t  wait  to  tell  you 
what’s  going  on.” 

Model  reaches  out  to  poor 

The  Rev.  Frank  L.  Dorsey,  director 
of  the  Kansas  East  Annual  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  calls  it  “a  model 
that  the  church  has  to  adopt”  if  it 
wants  to  reach  out  to  people  at  the  low¬ 
er  end  of  the  socio-economic  ladder. 

The  Rev.  Charles  F.  Kallaus  Jr., 
who  along  with  his  wife,  Caryl,  has 
led  the  Wesley  House  ministry  from 
the  beginning,  describes  it  with  a 
chuckle.  “Typically  Methodist?  No. 
John  Wesley  Methodist?  Yes!” 

It  is  a  ministry  to  second-  or  third- 
generation  welfare  recipients,  tran¬ 
sients,  the  mentally  retarded  and 
bluecollar  laborers. 

The  ministry  grew  out  of  an  al¬ 
most-forgotten  gift  to  the  Pittsburg 
church  of  160  acres  in  Oklahoma,  Mr. 
Schrag  said.  The  land  itself  was  sold 
in  the  1930s,  but  mineral  rights  were 
reserved  through  1990.  In  1980,  a  nat¬ 
ural  gas  well  drilled  on  the  property 
began  producing  $100,000  a  year  in¬ 
come  to  the  church. 

"That  money  started  coming  in, 
and  we  had  to  decide  what  we  were 
going  to  do  with  it,"  said  Mr.  Schrag, 
then  newly  appointed  to  serve  the 
church.  "Our  concern  was  to  be  care¬ 
ful  what  we  did.” 

Church  leaders  didn’t  want  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  use  the  legacy  as  an  ex¬ 
cuse  to  stop  its  own  giving. 

After  giving  some  away  to  other 
churches,  lending  some  to  another 


congregation,  establishing  a  lecture 
series  and  scholarships,  purchasing 
property  and  funding  a  radio  ministry 
serving  a  four-state  area,  First  UMC 
had  money  left.  Leaders  looked 
around  for  a  way  to  put  it  to  work. 

“I  had  noticed  a  lot  of  people  living 
in  poverty,"  Mr.  Schrag  said.  “Like 
scenes  out  of  ‘Grapes  of  Wrath,'  the 
people  just  looked  poor.” 

More  than  social  services 

He  shared  those  images  with  Mr. 
Dorsey,  an  old  friend  and  then  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Emporia-Manhattan 
District.  The  two  agreed  that  a  minis¬ 
try  to  the  poor  had  to  be  more  than 
just  social  services. 

“The  [entire  United  Methodist] 
Church  is  providing  lots  of  social  ser¬ 
vices,”  Mr.  Dorsey  said,  “but  it  is  not 
creating  communities  of  faith  [among 
the  poor.] 

“Classism  is  killing  this  [whole] 
church.  We’re  not  ministering  to 
[poor]  people,  and  we’re  losing  our 
rootage.” 

Mr.  Schrag  took  a  van  load  of  First 
UMC  members  to  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
to  see  if  Dr.  Sample  could  help  them 
regain  that  “rootage.” 

"Bless  their  heart,"  Dr.  Sample 
said,  “they  wanted'to  reach  those  peo¬ 
ple.  They  just  didn’t  see  how  they 
were  going  to  get  (them)  to  walk 
through  the  front  door.” 

He  suggested  they  ask  the  confer¬ 
ence  to  send  them  a  “course  of  study” 
minister — a  second-career  person 
who  qualified  for  the  ordained  minis¬ 
try  without  completing  a  seminary 
degree  program.  Such  a  person  might 
be  better  able  to  relate  to  the  people 
the  church  was  trying  to  reach  and 
create  a  ministry  outside  the  existing 
church,  Dr.  Sample  said. 

Mr.  Schrag  remembers  Mr.  Dor¬ 
sey’s  telling  him,  "You  can’t  do  that 
because  you  don’t  have  the  gifts,  but 
if  you  had  Chuck  Kallaus,  you  could.” 

Mr.  Kallaus  had  come  to  the  minis¬ 
try  after  being  converted  at  age  40, 
following  careers  in  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  and  as  an  ammunition-plant  su¬ 
pervisor,  a  real-estate  salesman,  in¬ 
surance  agent  and  an  auctioneer. 

Dr.  Sample  calls  him  "a  burly  guy 
with  a  flat  top  and  tattoos  on  both 
forearms.” 

"He  looks  like  a  guy  that  if  you 
walked  in  on  him  in  a  bar,  you’d  bet¬ 
ter  leave  him  alone,”  Dr.  Samples 
said.  “But  he’s  got  that  warm,  evan¬ 
gelical  heart  and  that  burning  social 
passion.” 

Mr.  Dorsey  says  he  has  "the  most 
incredible  pastoral  instincts  of  any¬ 
body  I’ve  ever  met.” 

“He  has  a  deep-deep  faith  and  just 
this  tremendous  love  and  care  for  his 


people,”  Mr.  Dorsey  said. 

Mr.  Kallaus  was  appointed  to  Pitts¬ 
burg  as  an  associate  at  First  UMC. 
But  his  ministerial  rounds  were  to 
laundromats,  ball  parks,  barber 
shops,  beauty  parlors,  community 
(free)  meal  halls  and  beer  joints. 

The  reception  he  got  was,  in  a 
word,  cool.  “They  had  met  church 
people  before,”  he  said  simply. 

Breakthrough  came  with  kids 

The  breakthrough  finally  came 
with  children  playing  in  the  alley  out¬ 
side  the  beer  joint  and  storefront. 
They  started  attending  Sunday  school 
and  other  activities  at  the  “church,” 
and  their  parents  followed. 

Today  there  are  about  75  children 
and  50  adults  in  the  community  at 
Wesley  House,  Mr.  Kallaus  said. 

He  does  most  of  his  Bible  teaching 
in  an  "intense  and  lively”  adult  Sun¬ 
day-school  class,  using  the  United 
Methodist  "Through  the  Bible”  series. 
He  is  on  his  third  time  around  with 
this  series. 

Worship  consists  of  a  rousing  30-min- 
ute  session  of  short  praise  songs  and 
choruses,  a  variety  of  testimonials,  an 
occasional  puppet  show  and  a  three-to- 
five  minute  sermon.  The  crowd  in¬ 
cludes  blacks,  whites,  poor  people  and 
a  growing  number  of  middle-class  se¬ 
nior  citizens.  A  former  Four-Square 
Gospel  preacher  plays  piano. 

“They  are  not  the  kind  of  people 
who  were  going  to  feel  comfortable  at 
the  local  church,”  Mr.  Schrag  said. 

Community  helps  people 

Rather,  at  Wesley  House  they  found 
themselves  part  of  a  community  that 
helped  them  help  themselves. 

Sewing  classes  were  started,  along 
with  tutoring  classes,  high  school 
equivalency  classes,  young  people’s 
Bible  studies  and  a  health  clinic.  Free 
haircuts  are  regularly  offered  by  a 
woman  who  runs  a  beauty  parlor  in 
nearby  Arma,  Kan. 

Mr.  Kallaus  has  become  a  "people’s 
advocate,”  jousting  with  landlords 
and  utility  companies,  including  folks 
who  occupy  places  in  the  pews  at 
First  UMC. 

The  First  UMC  commitment  to  sus¬ 
tain  Wesley  House  is  to  get  its  ster¬ 
nest  test  in  1990  when  the  church’s 
gas  lease  royalties  run  out. 

Although  members  at  First  UMC 
are  building  a  small  endowment  to 
help  finance  the  ministry,  they  are 
not  counting  on  Wesley  House  to  grow 
into  the  kind  of  church  that  can  pay 
its  own  way. 

“We  don’t  want  Wesley  House  to  be¬ 
come  middle  class,”  Mr.  Schrag  said. 
“If  it  did,  we’d  just  have  to  start 
over.” 


Railey  given  ‘impaired  health’  leave 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— The  Rev.  Walker  L.  Railey, 
39,  was  placed  on  a  leave  of  absence  last 
week  by  Bishop  John  Russell  (Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  Area)  from  his  post  as  pastor 
of  the  5,700-member  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  downtown  Dallas  be¬ 
cause  of  “impaired  health  and  his 
inability  to  perform  the  duties  of  full¬ 
time  ministry.” 

The  leave  of  absence  for  Dr.  Railey 
was  a  product  of  consultation  between 
Bishop  Russell  and  his  cabinet,  the  exec¬ 
utive  committee  of  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  and 
the  pastor-parish  relations  committee  at 
First  UMC. 

The  bishop  appointed  First  UMC’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  minister,  the  Rev.  Gordon  Casad, 
as  interim  administrative  pastor.  A  se¬ 
ries  of  visiting  preachers  will  fill  the 
congregation’s  pulpit  for  the  forseeable 
future. 

Dr.  Railey  is  in  satisfactory  condition 
at  Presbyterian  Hospital,  a  hospital 
spokesperson  said. 


In  Dr.  Railey’s  first  public  statements 
since  a  suicide  attempt  May  1,  he  told 
“Dallas  Morning  News"  religion  editor 
Helen  Parmley  May  8: 

•  He  does  not  know  who  strangled  his 
wife  nearly  to  death  around  midnight 
April  21. 

•  He  does  not  know  who  wrote  the  se¬ 
ries  of  threatening  letters  he  received  in 
the  four  weeks  leading  up  to  the  attack. 

“To  be  honest  with  you,  I  just  don’t 
know,”  Dr.  Railey  was  quoted  as  saying. 
“I  don’t  know  anything.” 

•  He  wants  to  talk  with  police  to  "find 
out  what  kind  of  scenario  they  have 
worked  out." 

Referring  to  the  day  of  his  suicide  at¬ 
tempt,  he  told  Mrs.  Parmley  he  faced  “a 
situation”  of  not  knowing  "where  we’re 
going  or  the  next  corner  we  are  going  to 
turn.”  He  did  not  elaborate. 

The  39-year-old  pastor  said  he  looks 
forward  to  reuniting  his  family  and  re¬ 
suming  his  ministry. 

He  said  he  is  “overwhelmed”  by  the 
loving  response  he  has  received  from  the 


community  and  the  church  he  has  served 
since  1980. 

The  statements  were  published  in  a 
copyrighted  article  in  the  “News"  after 
Dr.  Railey  called  Mrs.  Parmley  to  thank 
her  for  an  article  she  had  written  about 
his  wife. 

His  wife,  Margaret,  38.  remains  in  a 
coma  at  Presbyterian  Hospital.  Although 
her  condition  is  reported  virtually  un¬ 
changed  from  when  she  was  admitted, 
hospital  officials  upgraded  her  status 
last  week  from  “critical"  to  "serious." 
She  still  is  on  a  life-support  system,  a 
church  official  said. 

Dr.  Railey  said  he  is  convinced  that  his 
comatose  wife  hears  some  of  what  goes 
on  around  her,  saying  that  she  once 
opened  her  eyes  when  he  was  speaking  to 
her.  He  said  friends  brought  tapes  to 
play  in  her  room  of  her  master’s-degree 
organ  recital  at  SMU  and  of  a  recent 
harpsichord  recital  she  gave  at  the 
church. 

Ralph  Shannon,  chairman  of  First 
UMC’s  Pastor-Parish  Relations  commit- 
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SMU’s  ‘inner  circle’  broken 
in  new  governance  structure 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity’s  Board  of  Trustees  unanimously 
charted  a  new  course  for  the  scandal- 
tainted  university  May  8. 

They  approved  radical  changes  in 
SMU’s  governance  structure  designed  to 
insure  that  no  “inner  circle”  ever  again 
usurps  power  at  the  United  Methodist- 
owned  institution. 

The  new  plan  provides  for  the  school’s 
75-member  Board  of  Trustees  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  a  more  manageable  40  mem¬ 
bers— 24  nominated  by  the  board  itself; 
12,  including  three  bishops,  nominated  by 
the  church,  and  four  ex-officio  members. 

Under  the  proposed  changes,  no  person 
could  serve  as  a  trustee  more  than  three 
consecutive  four-year  terms  or  as  an  of¬ 
ficer  more  than  four  consecutive  one- 
year  terms. 

Sixteen  trustees  who  have  served 
more  than  12  years  were  urged  to  “vol¬ 
untarily  conclude  their  current  terms  of 
membership"  and  did  so.  Two  others  in 
that  category  were  out  of  the  country 
and  haven’t  responded,  school  officials 
said. 

Other  reform  features  include: 

•  A  strengthened  role  and  increased 
job  security  for  the  SMU  president. 

•Four  meetings  each  year,  rather 
than  two,  for  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

•A  12-member  executive  committee, 
which  will  meet  during  months  the  full 
board  is  not  in  session  but  will  not  set 
policy  "except  on  an  interim  or  emer¬ 
gency  basis,"  subject  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees’  approval. 

•  A  10-member  “trusteeship  commit¬ 
tee,”  which  will  assume  functions  of  the 
present  nominating  committee  and  will 
evaluate  the  Board  of  Trustees  perfor¬ 
mance  annually. 

•  Representative  voices  for  SMU 
alumni,  faculty  and  students  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

The  plan  will  be  submitted  in  1988  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  for  fi¬ 
nal  approval.  The  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  owns  the  school. 

‘Momentous  day’  at  SMU 

"This  is  a  momentous  day  in  Southern 
Methodist  University  history,”  departing 
Board  of  Trustees  chairman  Edwin  L. 
Cox  said  in  praising  the  governance  re¬ 
form.  He  was  one  of  the  16  senior  mem¬ 
bers  who  resigned. 

Mr.  Cox’s  replacement  is  Dallas  oil¬ 
man  Ray  L.  Hunt,  who  was  elected  to 
serve  as  interim  chairman  until  June, 
when  the  Board  of  Trustees  will  choose 
new  officers. 

Mr.  Hunt  also  chairs  the  university’s 
presidential  search  committee.  He  is  a 
member  of  Lovers  Lane  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Dallas. 

“The  new  plan  is  an  extremely  posi¬ 


tive  step  forward,”  Mr  Hunt  said.  “I  feel 
confident  it  will  be  highly  thought  of  by 
our  (presidential)  candidates.” 

SMU  has  been  operating  under  interim 
President  William  B.  Stallcup  Jr.  since 
November  1986  when  L.  Donald  Shields 
resigned  because  of  ill  health. 

Among  the  more  attractive  features  of 
the  new  governance  plan  for  prospective 
presidential  candidates  is  the  strength¬ 
ened  role  for  the  university  president  as 
well  as  promises  of  job  security  “in  ex¬ 
cess  of  the  normal  tenured  appointment 
of  faculty." 

"The  plan  does  not  achieve  all  of  the 
Board’s  (of  Trustees)  goals  immediate¬ 
ly,"  said  the  Rev  Leighton  Farrell,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  and  chairman  of  the  Governance 
Committee  which  recommended  the 
changes. 

“Yet  it  will  convey  to  the  campus,  the 
public  and  others  our  strong  commit¬ 
ment  to  meaningful  governance  reform 
at  SMU,  and  it  takes  several  vital  first 
steps,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Farrell  said  an  important  reform 
yet  to  be  accomplished  is  election  of  a 
more  diverse  Board  of  Trustees  to  repre¬ 
sent  a  larger  constituency  than  the  pres¬ 
ent  board. 

Trusteeship  committee  key  body 

Another  key  to  the  reforms  is  the 
“trusteeship"  committee,  said  Dr.  Far¬ 
rell. 

Five  trustees  will  be  elected  “at 
large"  to  the  trusteeship  committee  for 
four-year  terms.  A  one-term  limit  will 
prevent  any  self-perpetuation,  Dr.  Far¬ 
rell  said. 

The  committee  will  also  include  the 
SMU  president,  one  of  the  three  United 
Methodist  bishops  on  the  Board,  and  one 
voting  representative  each  from  the 
SMU  faculty,  students  and  alumni. 

Dr.  Farrell  said  that  in  addition  to  the 
annual  evaluation  of  the  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees  by  the  trusteeship  committee,  an  out¬ 
side  review  will  be  conducted  every  four 
years  to  insure  that  the  governance  pro¬ 
cess  is  not  undermined. 

In  addition  to  its  evaluation  responsi¬ 
bilities,  the  10-member  trusteeship  com¬ 
mittee  will  act  as  the  board's  nominating 
committee.  The  Governance  Committee 
is  recommending  that  the  Board  mem¬ 
bership  reflect  “appropriate  geographi¬ 
cal,  ethnic,  age,  sex,  occupational  and 
professional,  and  philosophical  differ¬ 
ences.” 

The  trusteeship  committee  will: 
•Nominate  persons  for  the  board  to 
consider  as  eventual  nominees  to  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  conference. 

•  Nominate  officers  for  the  board. 

•  Recommend  committee  assign¬ 
ments  and  committee  officers. 

Dr.  Farrell  will  serve  as  chairman  of 
the  trusteeship  committee  through  June 
1988,  and  one  of  the  three  bishops  re¬ 


maining  on  the  board— John  Russell 
(Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area),  John  Wesley 
Hardt  (Oklahoma  Area),  or  W.T.  Handy 
(Missouri  Area)— will  be  chosen  as  the 
College  of  Bishops’  representative. 

In  addition  to  resignations  by  the  16 
senior  trustees,  six  United  Methodist 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  bishops  re¬ 
signed  to  comply  with  a  new  rule  limit- 
ing  the  number  of  bishops  on  the 
reduced-size  Board  of  Trustees  to  three. 

The  remaining  trustees  will  serve  un¬ 
til  a  new  Board  of  Trustees  is  elected  in 
July  1988  at  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference. 

Trustees  emeritus  posts  created 

“We’re  not  kissing  these  people  good¬ 
bye.”  President  Stallcup  said  of  the  22 
trustees  who  stepped  down.  “We  can  ill 
afford  to  lose  people  who  have  given  so 
much  to  this  university.” 

Among  those  resigning  were  some  of 
the  university’s  biggest  benefactors,  in¬ 
cluding  Mr.  Cox. 

A  "trustee  emeritus”  designation  was 
proposed,  entitling  persons  so  honored  to 
attend  board  meetings,  serve  on  board 
committees  and  perform  ceremonial 
functions,  Dr.  Farrell  said. 

Dr  Farrell’s  committee  also  suggest¬ 
ed  establishing  a  special  university-wide 
"Board  of  Visitors”  for  persons  “who 
have  made  extraordinary  contributions 
to  SMU.” 

Texas  governor  reveals  problem 

The  school’s  governance  problem  was 
detected  during  a  visit  last  January  to 
the  SMU  campus  by  a  committee  from 
the  church’s  University  Senate. 

The  severity  of  the  governance  prob¬ 
lem  was  underscored  in  early  March 
when  Texas  Gov.  William  P.  Clements 
revealed  that  he  and  some  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  since-disbanded  SMU  Board 
of  Governors  had  known  about  and  ap¬ 
proved  continuing  improper  payments  to 
football  players. 

Those  payments  resulted  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Collegiate  Athletic  Association’s 
(NCAA)  handing  down  its  “death  penal¬ 
ty”— eventually  amounting  to  a  two-year 
suspension  of  the  SMU  football  program 
after  SMU  decided  to  cancel  an  abbrevi¬ 
ated  1988  season  in  addition  to  the 
NCAA-suspended  1987  season. 

Mr.  Clements’  revelation  confirmed 
that  the  governance  of  the  university 
gradually  had  gravitated  to  a  handful  of 
individuals  making  decisions  rather  than 
involving  the  full  board. 

A  special  committee  of  four  United 
Methodist  bishops  is  investigating  the 
role  of  members  of  the  former  Board  of 
Governors  in  the  “pay  for  play”  scandal. 
The  Bishops’  Committee,  which  met  for 
two  days  prior  to  the  trustees’  meeting 
last  week,  is  expected  to  make  its  report 
to  a  called  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  on  June  19. 


Friend’s  death  spurs  commitment 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

The  first  death  of  an  American  volun¬ 
teer  in  Nicaragua  has  strengthened  the 
resolve  of  two  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  to  return  to  the  war-torn  Central 
American  country  this  month. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Jeffrey  and  the  Rev. 
Lyda  Pierce  were  in  the  United  States 
for  a  teaching  sabbatical  at  the  Berkeley 
campus  of  the  University  of  California 
when  a  friend  of  theirs,  Benjamin  E. 
Linder,  27,  a  mechanical  engineer  with 
the  Nicaraguan  state-run  electrical  com¬ 
pany,  was  shot  and  killed  by  contra  re¬ 
bels  in  northern  Nicaragua  in  late  April. 

“Ben  was  there  willingly  and  he  liter¬ 
ally  gave  his  life  for  his  sisters  and 
brothers,”  Jeffrey  said.  “It  causes  me  to 
reflect  on  the  depth  of  my  own  commit¬ 
ment.” 

Mr.  Jeffrey  and  Ms.  Pierce,  husband 
and  wife,  work  with  the  Evangelical 
Committee  for  Aid  to  Development  (CE- 
PAD)  under  assignment  from  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

The  two  UM  missionaries  live  in  Ma¬ 
nagua  but  occasionally  travel  into  areas 
plagued  by  fighting  between  contra  re¬ 
bels  and  soldiers  from  the  ruling  Sandi- 
nista  government,  Mr.  Jeffrey  said. 

They  and  Mr.  Linder  were  part  of  a 
group  of  Americans  there  last  year  who 

of  absence 

tee.  said,  “Her  condition  is  not  as  life- 
threatening  as  before,  but  there  hasn’t 
been  too  much  change.  Still,  it’s  a  hope¬ 
ful  sign.  The  swelling  in  her  brain  has 
gone  down  some.” 

Although  Dallas  police  released  early 
details  on  the  attack  on  Mrs.  Railey,  Dal¬ 
las  police  Lt.  Ron  Waldrop  said  they  will 
issue  no  more  public  statements  about 
the  ongoing  investigation. 

"We  are  not  going  to  speculate  about 
it,"  Lt.  Waldrop  told  UMR.  "We  don’t 
think  that  is  fair  to  anybody.” 

Police  Capt.  John  Holt  did  say  before 
the  news  blackout  that  police  have  asked 
Dr.  Railey’s  doctors  to  indicate  when  an 
interview  will  be  possible. 

Friends  of  Dr.  Railey  have  hired  a  de¬ 
fense  attorney  from  Dallas  to  be  present 
when  he  is  questioned. 

Just  prior  to  Dr.  Railey’s  attempted 
suicide,  police  said  they  intended  to  ques¬ 
tion  him  about  “inconsistencies  in  his  ac¬ 
count  of  his  actions  and  whereabouts”  on 
the  night  Mrs.  Railey  was  attacked. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


joined  in  a  lawsuit  against  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  calling  for  an  end  to  U.S.  sup¬ 
port  for  the  contras,  charging  that  the 
contras  were  endangering  lives  of  U.S. 
citizens  in  that  country. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  and  Mr.  Linder  had  grown 
up  just  a  few  miles  apart  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  and  the  missionary  paid  trib¬ 
ute  to  Mr.  Linder’s  memory  at  a  city 
council  meeting  last  week  in  Portland, 
Ore.  A  resolution  passed  by  the  council 
declared  a  week  of  mourning  for  the 
Portland-area  native. 

“Ben  is  considered  by  the  Nicaraguans 
a  hero  and  a  martyr,  and  he  will  be  pre¬ 
sent  forever  in  their  struggle  to  be  free," 
Mr.  Jeffrey  said. 

The  American  engineer  was  helping 
build  a  small  hydroelectric  plant  in  the 
town  of  La  Camaleona,  85  miles  north¬ 


west  of  Managua,  when  he  was  killed. 

The  City  of  Portland  resolution  calls 
for  those  responsible  for  his  death  to  be 
brought  to  justice  and  urges  an  end  to 
U.S.  aid  to  the  contras,  according  to 
Portland  “Oregonian”  city  hall  reporter 
Dee  Lane. 

Although  eight  other  foreigners  had 
been  killed  in  Nicargua’s  civil  war,  no 
U.S.  citizen  had  been  a  casualty. 

Although  Mr.  Jeffrey  said  that  contras 
regularly  refer  to  him,  Ms.  Pierce  and 
other  foreigners  by  name  on  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  radio  station,  accuse  them  of  be¬ 
ing  “agents  of  international 
communism"  and  make  assassination 
threats  against  them,  Americans  had  felt 
some  sense  of  “protection”  by  the  con¬ 
tras’  need  to  maintain  their  public  image 
in  the  U.S. 
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We  are  eager  to  serve  families  and  groups 
looking  for  quality  lodging  and  service 
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pool  Jacuzzi,  Cable  TV.  David's  Place 
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IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a 
simple-to-prepare, •professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your 
own  church  s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter's  complete  religious  news  cover¬ 
age  on  the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its 
preparation  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And 
many  report  that  a  Reporter  edition  “more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased 
congregational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275 
_  Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 
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New  ministries  for  hearing-impaired  recommended 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

People  unable  to  hear  the  teachings  of 
Christ  may  soon  have  access  to  extensive 
United  Methodist  ministries  for  the  deaf 
and  hearing  impaired. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
meeting  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  last  month,  vot¬ 
ed  to  ask  the  1988  General  Conference  to 
adopt  a  list  of  recommendations  to  im¬ 
prove  deaf  ministries  in  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches. 

The  1984  General  Conference,  the  last 
session  for  the  denomination’s  highest 
legislative  assembly,  had  voted  its  sup¬ 
port  for  continued  development  of  deaf 
ministries  throughout  the  church. 


Ministries  proposed  include  evangelism, 
recruitment,  training  of  local  pastors,  es¬ 
tablishment  of  local  churches,  support  for 
hearing  churches  with  deaf  constituents 
and  help  for  the  hearing-impaired. 

The  proposed  legislation  going  to  next 
year’s  policy-making  body  grows  in  part 
from  a  1986  national  consultation  involv¬ 
ing,  among  others,  representatives  of  the 
300-member  United  Methodist  Congress 
of  the  Deaf. 

Key  issues  in  that  consultation  were  de¬ 
veloping  ministries  primarily  by,  with  and 
for  deaf  and  hearing-impaired  people;  hav¬ 
ing  a  variety  of  programs  to  serve  a  hear¬ 
ing  and  non-hearing  population;  and 
educating  the  denomination  that  deafness 
and  hearing  impairment  are  language- 


communication  issues,  not  handicaps. 

Another  part  of  the  legislative  propos¬ 
al  calls  for  annual  consultations  between 
1989  and  1992  for  progress  reports  on  the 
new  ministries. 

“I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  the  rec¬ 
ommendations  made  to  GCOM  during 
the  1986  consultation  were  approved,” 
said  Holly  Elliott,  president  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Congress  of  the  Deaf. 

Ms.  Elliott,  who  is  deaf,  is  a  member 
of  Temple  United  Methodist  Church  in 
San  Francisco,  where  she  is  director  of  a 
sign-language  choir. 

One  woman  who  attended  the  consul¬ 
tation  because  of  her  commitment  to 
work  in  deaf  ministries  is  Mary  Wyatt,  a 
number  n f  WocW  Tinted  Methodist 


Church  in  Amherst,  Mass.  Mrs.  Wyatt, 
who  is  active  in  the  Western  Massachu¬ 
setts  United  Methodist  Ministry  with  the 
Deaf,  said  an  approval  vote  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  would  help  make  the 
1984  support  a  reality. 

“I  hope  the  deaf  and  hearing-im¬ 
paired  will  come  forward  to  help  educate 
our  members  in  the  local  churches  and 
annual  conferences,”  she  said.  “Many 
deaf  people  stick  together  and  don’t  go  to 
church.  But  if  they  find  out  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  wants  to  do  more  to 
communicate  with  the  deaf,  I  think  it  will 
increase  church  members.” 

Many  annual  conferences  have  estab¬ 
lished  deaf  ministries.  The  20-year-old 


program  in  the  Oklahoma  conference  is 
an  example. 

But  the  Rev.  Andrew  M.  Hall  Jr.,  Okla¬ 
homa  conference  director  of  ministry 
with  the  deaf,  said  even  his  program 
could  use  further  assistance. 

“We  have  a  scattered  population  of 
deaf  people  in  Oklahoma,  so  we  go  where 
the  people  are,”  said  Mr.  Hall,  also  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Oklahoma  City.  “We  find  them 
through  our  Deaf  Ministry  Hot  Line,  lo¬ 
cated  in  my  office  at  St.  John’s.” 

The  Deaf  Hot  Line,  listed  in  the  Okla¬ 
homa  City  telephone  directory  under 
“church,”  is  the  only  such  number  oper¬ 
ated  by  any  denomination  in  the  state, 
caiH  Mr.  Hall  The  phone  is  hooked  to  a 


TDD  (telephone  device  for  the  deaf),  a 
computerized  typewriter  that  emits 
high-pitched  sounds  to  type  messages. 

Mr.  Hall  said  he  constantly  receives 
messages  over  the  hot  line  for  crisis  in¬ 
tervention  for  non-hearing  people  who 
have  problems  in  the  hearing  world. 

“The  approval  of  the  deaf  congress’ 
recommendations  to  GCOM  will  help 
people  to  see  that  there  is  a  need  for  this 
ministry  throughout  the  church  and  not 
just  in  certain  areas,”  said  Mr.  Hall. 

“I  know  that  the  report  to  the  General 
Conference  won’t  contain  everything 
that  we  asked  for,  but  anything  that  will 
help  the  hearing-impaired  will  be  fine 
for  a  start.” 


UM  Congress  of  the  Deaf  pushes  for  changes 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— “My  dream  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  to  send 
more  people  into  the  mission  field  of 
ministry  with  the  deaf,”  says  the  Rev. 
Francine  Aona  Kenyon,  pastor  of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  of  the  Deaf  in 
Baltimore. 

She  is  one  of  three  full-time  pastors  in 
the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference  minis¬ 
tering  in  deaf  congregations  and  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  only  congenitally  deaf 
clergywoman  in  the  denomination. 

Ms.  Kenyon  is  one  of  more  than  300 
person  who  constitute  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Congress  of  the  Deaf.  The  UM  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  Deaf  has  presented 
recommendations  to  the  General  Council 
of  Ministries  that  agencies  continue,  en¬ 
hance  and  expand  ministries  to  people 
with  hearing  problems  (see  related  story). 
Ms.  Kenyon  has  been  a  key  advocate 
in  the  consultation  process. 

Born  deaf  to  parents  of  Hawaiian/ 
Chinese  ancestry,  Ms.  Kenyon  received 
her  primary  Christian  education  in  Bap¬ 
tist  mission  schools. 


“I  first  spoke  to  God  when  I  was  12 
years  old,”  said  Ms.  Kenyon,  indicating 
each  word  in  sign  language  before  care¬ 
fully  speaking.  "I  looked  out  of  my  win¬ 
dow  on  Christmas  morning  and  saw  a 
bright  star  in  the  sky  that  looked  like  the 
Bethlehem  star. 

"I  knew  then  that  I  was  called  to  serve 
God,  but  I  had  no  one  to  help  me  under¬ 
stand  how  I  could  do  it.” 

She  decided  on  a  career  in  the  minstry 
while  a  student  at  Gallaudet  University 
for  the  Deaf  in  Washington,  D.C.  As  an 
assistant  to  Gallaudet’s  chaplain,  the 
Rev.  LeRoy  Schauer,  she  taught  deaf 
children  at  the  Frederick  School  of  the 
Deaf  in  nearby  Frederick,  Md. 

Following  graduation,  Ms.  Kenyon  be¬ 
came  director  of  Christian  education  at 
Mr.  Schauer’s  church,  Washington  United 
Methodist  Church  of  the  Deaf  in  Tacoma 
Park,  Md.  She  later  entered  United 
Methodist-related  Wesley  Seminary  in 
Washington  and  struggled  for  10  years  to 
find  sign  language  interpreters  and  fi¬ 
nancial  assistance  to  complete  her  train¬ 
ing. 


Today,  she  serves  as  a  consultant  for 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’  Task 
Force  of  the  Deaf  and  is  called  frequent¬ 
ly  to  minister  to  street  people  and  hospi¬ 
tal  patients  who  have  hearing 
impairments. 

Problems  encountered  by  Ms.  Kenyon 
are  just  a  few  examples  of  those  faced 
by  people  choosing  a  career  in  deaf  min¬ 
istries,  said  the  Rev.  Kathleen  M.  Black, 
an  instructor  of  deaf  ministry  and  sign 
communication  at  Wesley  Seminary. 

Ms.  Black,  a  hearing  minister  Who 
serves  Magothy  United  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Deaf  in  Pasadena,  Md., 
says  most  seminaries  are  not  prepared 
for  students  called  to  minister  to  people 
with  hearing  problems. 

“We  know  that  delegates  to  the  1988 
General  Conference  will  question  whether 
there  is  a  large  number  of  members  re¬ 
quiring  a  deaf  ministry,”  said  Ms.  Black. 
“But  we  have  documentation  that  there  is 
a  need  throughout  the  general  church.” 

In  1984  the  Rev.  Robert  M.  Pitzer  of 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Council  on 
Ministries  did  a  study  of  people  with 


handicapping  conditions  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

He  reported  that  5.1  percent  of  the 
US.  population  is  affiliated  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  eight  of  ev¬ 
ery  1,000  Americans  are  deaf.  Based  on 
those  figures,  an  estimated  122,400  peo¬ 
ple  whose  families  are  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  deaf,  Mr. 
Pitzer  said 

“The  report  also  showed  that  there  are 
five  times  as  many  hard-of-hearing  per¬ 
sons  as  deaf  persons,  which  includes 
many  of  our  senior  adults,”  said  Mr. 
Pitzer.  “This  means  that  more  than 
6000,000  United  Methodists  are  hearing-im¬ 
paired  and  require  some  assistance  to 
participate  fully  in  the  life  of  the  church.” 

Ms.  Black  said  these  figures  show  a 
need  for  more  United  Methodist  clergy 
to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  deaf. 

“But  it  will  be  up  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  the  general  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  to  make  mine  and  Francine’s  dream 
a  reality,”  Ms.  Black  said. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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LOUISVILLE — From  left,  the  Rev.  Francine  Kenyon,  Gail  Hadley-Gog- 
gin  and  the  Rev.  Kathleen  Black,  members  of  the  United  Methodist  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  Deaf,  use  sign  language  to  discuss  the  need  for  new  ministries 
for  hearing-impaired  people. 
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New  president  takes  a  ceremonial,  pomp-less  ride 


BLOOMINGTON,  Ill.— Aplomb  wins  out  over  pomp  as  Illinois  Wesleyan 
University’s  new  president,  Dr.  Wayne  Anderson,  gets  a  ceremonial  ride  on 
the  shoulders  of  two  students  following  his  inauguration.  He  is  the  school’s 
16th  president. 


the  church  today 


Annual  conference  moves 
session  from  college 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.  (UMNS)  -  The  annu¬ 
al  session  of  the  North  Central  New  York 
Conference  will  not  be  held  this  summer 
at  Hamilton  College  in  Clinton,  N.Y.,  as 
planned,  because  of  that  school’s  warn¬ 
ing  that  it  would  allow  no  criticism  of  its 
South  African  investment  policies  or  its 
treatment  of  student  protesters. 

The  conference,  involving  about  900 
members,  will  meet  instead  at  the  State 
University  of  New  York  at  Oswego. 

Harkuess  scholarship 
winners  announced 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Fifty-seven 
women  preparing  for  the  ordained  minis¬ 
try  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  were 
chosen  from  a  record  101  applicants 
from  44  annual  conferences  to  receive 
the  Georgia  Harkness  Scholarship  for 
the  1987-88  academic  year. 

Named  after  a  United  Methodist 
teacher  and  scholar  who  died  in  1974,  the 
scholarships  are  awarded  annually  by 
the  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
to  second-career  women  35  and  older 
who  show  outstanding  potential  for  the 
ordained  ministry.  This  year’s  awards  to¬ 
tal  $40,000. 

Six  denominations  launch 
Christian  education  study 

MINNEAPOLIS  (UMNS)— Search  In¬ 
stitute,  a  nationally  known  research  or¬ 
ganization  here,  will  head  a  coalition  of 
six  Protestant  denominations,  including 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  in  launch¬ 
ing  a  major  study  of  Christian  education 
in  the  United  States. 

Other  denominations  participating 


are:  The  American  Lutheran  Church/ 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  Presbyteri¬ 
an  Church  in  the  U.S.A.,  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  United  Church  of  Christ. 

The  project  seeks  greater  congrega¬ 
tional  commitment  to  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.  The  study  will  attempt  to  determine 
the  extent  to  which  families  and  non-for- 
mal  church  activities  contribute  to  spiri¬ 
tual  development  of  members. 

Geyer  named  professor 
at  Wesley  Seminary 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— The  Rev. 
Alan  Geyer,  executive  director  of  the  ec¬ 
umenical  Churches’  Center  for  Theology 
and  Public  Policy  in  Washington  since 
1977,  has  been  named  professor  of  politi¬ 
cal  ethics  and  ecumenics  at  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington. 

Dr.  Geyer,  a  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter,  political  ethicist  and  editor,  will  be¬ 
gin  his  new  duties  in  September.  A 
search  is  underway  for  a  successor  at  the 
theology  and  public  policy  center. 

In  1986,  Dr.  Geyer  was  research  coor¬ 
dinator  and  principal  writer  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops’ 
pastoral  letter  and  foundation  document 
on  peace  and  the  nuclear  crisis.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Northern  New  Jersey  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Conferences  to  be  asked 
to  establish  pension  escrow 

SAUGUS,  Mass.  (UMNS)— At  least  five 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
will  be  asked  to  establish  a  pension  es¬ 
crow  fund  until  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  advocates  withdrawal  of  U.S. 
companies  from  South  Africa. 


Two-person  service 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

WILMINGTON,  Del.-On  a  hot  July 
Sunday  morning  four  years  ago,  the  Rev. 
Marlene  Walters  stood  in  the  rickety  pul¬ 
pit  of  Mount  Lebanon  United  Methodist 
Church  and  preached  to  the  only  parish¬ 
ioner  who  showed  up. 

"I  did  the  only  thing  I  could  do,”  she 
recalled.  "I  preached  the  whole  sermon.” 

It  was  Dr.  Walters’  third  Sunday  in  her 
new  appointment  at  Mount  Lebanon, 
housed  in  a  quaint,  picturesque  1860s 
wooden  building  in  suburban  Wilmington. 

When  Dr.  Walters  took  the  appoint¬ 
ment,  the  congregation  had  30  members 
on  its  roll.  The  weekly  Sunday  service 
averaged  five. 

After  the  two-person  service,  Dr.  Wal¬ 
ters  said  the  elderly  worshiper  ap¬ 
proached  her  and  remarked:  “I  bet 
you’re  disappointed  I’m  the  only  one 
here  today.  But  remember,  God  called 
you  to  be  faithful,  not  successful.” 

Humbling  service  was  basis 

That  humbling  Sunday  morning  expe¬ 
rience  became  the  basis  for  an  expansive 
ministry  that  soon  turned  the  congrega¬ 
tion  around.  Dr.  Walters  said. 

Today  the  recently  restored  “country" 
church  has  more  than  350  members  from 
four  states  (Wilmington  is  just  inside  the 
Delaware  border  and  is  within  30  miles 
of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and  Mary¬ 
land). 

The  fellowship  hall  and  classrooms 
buzz  each  night  with  activities  that 
range  from  youth  puppet  ministries  to 
suicide  prevention  groups. 

From  scratch,  Dr.  Walters  started 
United  Methodist  Women,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men,  United  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship,  a  singles  ministry,  a  monthly 
healing  service,  a  prison  ministry  and 
three  different  choirs. 

Four  years  ago  Mount  Lebanon  was 
typical  of  many  semi-rural  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations.  It  had  a  deteriorat¬ 
ing  structure,  an  elderly  membership 
dwindling  to  a  handful  and  a  declining 
spiritual  atmosphere,  Dr.  Walters  ex¬ 
plained. 

She  can  smile  now  about  “turning  the 
church  around.”  But  she  said  she  remem¬ 
bers  a  long,  hard  road  and  hours  spent  in 
prayer  for  the  church  she  describes  as 
“serving  people  that  some  churches  don’t 
want  to  deal  with.” 

‘We  touch  the  leper’ 

The  burgeoning  membership  at  Mount 
Lebanon  is  made  up  mainly  of  people  in 
the  midst  of  crisis  or  recovering  from  a 
crisis  such  as  divorce,  suicide,  acquired 


WILMINGTON,  Del. -The  Rev. 
Marlene  Walters  relies  on  the  tele¬ 
phone  for  many  contacts  with  Mt. 
Lebanon  UMC  members. 


immune  deficiency  syndrome  (AIDS)  or 
penal  incarceration,  Dr.  Walters  ex¬ 
plained. 

Most  were  considered  “unchurched” 
before  joining  Mount  Lebanon,  she  said. 

"These  people  have  been  in  pain,”  Dr. 
Walters  explained.  “They  can  identify  pain 
and  see  the  scar  tissue  of  pain  in  others. 

“We  touch  the  leper.” 

The  church’s  ministry  revolves  around 
attending  to  emotional  and  physical  pains, 
Dr.  Walters  said.  One  of  the  most  success¬ 
ful  programs,  called  "You  Are  Not  Alone,” 
ministers  to  people  in  the  midst  of  loss 
through  death,  divorce  or  separation. 

Dr.  Walters  recalled  one  woman,  now 
an  active  member,  who  blamed  God  for 
the  death  of  her  husband.  “She  was  mad 
at  the  world  and  furious  with  God  for 
taking  him  away,”  Dr.  Walters  said. 

This  woman  came  to  the  “loss”  recov¬ 
ery  group,  was  attracted  to  Dr.  Walters’ 
approach  to  handling  crisis  and  began  at¬ 
tending  church. 

“Now  she  talks  like  she  has  known  God 
all  her  life,  but  I  remember  when  she 
wouldn’t  recognize  Him,”  Dr.  Walters  said. 

"I’m  not  a  rescue  team,  but  I  have  a 
capacity  for  listening,  and  I  have  the 
ability  to  show  these  people  God  in  the 
midst  of  their  struggles,”  she  said. 

Other  outreach  ministries  led  by  Dr. 
Walters  draw  people  to  the  church: 

•A  suicide  prevention  support  group 
aims  at  helping  families  who  have  mem¬ 
bers  who  have  attempted  suicide. 

•A  singles  ministry  reaches  out  to 
never-marrieds,  divorced  people  and  ho¬ 
mosexuals. 

She  also  leads  a  prison  ministry  at  a 
nearby  women's  facility  and  holds  ves¬ 
per  services  for  male  ex-prisoners.  One 
ex-prisoner  sings  in  the  choir  at  Mount 
Lebanon,  she  noted. 

Why  has  Mount  Lebanon’s  roll  contin¬ 
ued  to  climb  while  that  of  many  congre¬ 
gations  within  United  Methodism  and 
other  mainline  denominations  decline? 

“From  what  I  hear  about  other 
churches,  there  is  a  lack  of  pastors  willing 
to  counsel  (hurting  people),”  Dr.  Walters 
said.  “They  either  don’t  have  the  expertise 
or  they  don’t  want  to  be  bothered.” 

Yet  Jesus  came  to  minister  to  a  hurt¬ 
ing  world,  she  said.  Essentially  that,  too, 
is  her  ultimate  goal  in  ministry. 

“I  don’t  preach  high  and  lofty  ser¬ 
mons,”  she  added.  “I  preach  simple  mes¬ 
sages  of  hope  and  love.” 

A  subtle  approach  to  evangelism 

Dr.  Walters  admitted  that  playing  host 
to  the  help  groups  is  a  subtle  approach  to 
evangelism.  But  she  said  most  new 
members  would  probably  not  have  come 
to  church  without  first  encountering 
those  groups. 

“People  bring  other  people  to  Mount 
Lebanon,”  she  said.  “That’s  our  style  of 
evangelism.” 

Dr.  Walters  noted  that  most  members 
“would  not  feel  comfortable  with  orga¬ 
nized  evangelism.  Yet  I’m  always 
amazed  how  members  make  an  effort  to 
bring  others. 

“Many  of  our  people  drive  20  or  30 
minutes  and  pass  five  or  six  other  United 
Methodist  churches  to  come  here.” 

That’s  because  the  people  at  Mount 
Lebanon  are  sharing  pain  and  the  hope 
found  in  Christianity,  she  concluded. 


started  turnaround 


WILMINGTON,  Del.— The  Rev.  Marlene  Walters  (right  rear)  and  parish¬ 
ioners  enjoy  punch  and  cookies  following  a  service.  People  from  four  states 
regularly  attend  Mt.  Lebanon  United  Methodist  Church  which  as  recently 
as  four  years  ago  had  an  average  weekly  attendance  of  five. 


“This  church  is  warm,”  a  lay  woman 
noted.  “It’s  genuine.” 

Evidence  of  that  is  seen  at  church 
each  Sunday  when  virtually  the  entire 
congregation  stays  afterwards  for  an 


hour-long  fellowship  time. 

“People  would  rather  stay  around  and 
talk  than  rush  out  and  go  home,”  the  lay- 
woman  said.  “I  think  that  tells  you  some¬ 
thing." 


Bishop  calls  for  1-2  punch 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service  “We’ve  lost  sight  of  the  purpose  of  the 
ST.  LOUIS— “The  most  important  church,  which  is  to  make  disciples.  Part 
thing  a  pastor  can  do  is  to  lead  persons  of  that  is  to  develop  them  into  good  stew- 
to  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  second  most  im-  ards.” 
portant  thing  is  to  teach  those  persons  to 
be  generous,”  Bishop  Robert  C.  Morgan 
(Mississippi  Area)  told  United  Methodist 
stewardship  leaders  recently. 

Bishop  Morgan  gave  the  keynote  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  National  Association  of 
Stewardship  Leaders  during  its  annual 
meeting  April  30-May  3. 

About  90  persons  from  the  five  juris¬ 
dictional  regions  met  in  workshop  ses¬ 
sions  and  shared  ideas  on  how  better  to 
fund  the  church’s  ministry. 

Bishop  Morgan  said  the  church  has 
planted  ridiculous  ideas  about  steward¬ 
ship. 
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EXPERT  TAILORING 
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Press  and  Wash  and  Wear 
Superior  Ouality  Guaranteed 
Satisfaction  Free  Color  Catalog 
and  Fabric  Swatches  on  Request 

Toll  Free  1-800-826-8612 


P  O  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville.  Florida  32207 


CARGILL  ASSOCIATES 

Fund  Raising  Services 


Has  your  church  reached  full 
bloom  in  its  budget  giving? 


The  Cargill  Program  of  Budget  Advancement 
is  designed  to  cultivate  your  church  into 
growing  through  giving. 

For  more  information  on  how  your  church 
can  reap  the  benefits  of  a  Cargill  Associates’ 
Budget  Advancement  program  and  produce 
a  fruitful  crop,  contact: 
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Methodist  History  Information 
Requested  for  Researeh  Project 


Louisiana  Methodist  Protestant 
Church  (1835-1939)  is  looking  for  in¬ 
formation.  Any  minutes,  histories, 
church  records,  etc.  are  needed  for 
an  important  research  project. 
Please  contact  Carolyn  Garison,  Con¬ 
ference  Archivist  at  the  Magale  Li¬ 
brary,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 
or  phone  (318)  869-5170.  Delegates  of 
ministers  may  come  by  the  Magale 
Library  during  Annual  Conference. 


Music  Leaders  Tune  Up  for  Conference 


Persons 

Rev  Kirby  Verett,  lay  pastor  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  Chairman 
of  the  Houma  Indian  Nation,  was  guest 
speaker  at  the  May  Family  Night  Supper 
at  the  St.  James  Church  in  Marrero. 
Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade  is  pastor  there. 

*  •  * 

Members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Men  of  the  Springhill  United  Methodist 
Church  participated  in  the  "Adopt  a  Cab¬ 
in"  project  by  adopting  Cabin  12  at 
Caney  Lake.  Eleven  men  traveled  to 
Caney  in  mid-February  and  completed 
almost  all  of  the  needed  repairs  and 
painting  in  one  day  Some  of  the  work  in¬ 
cluded  adding  a  floor  and  a  ceiling,  in¬ 
stalling  new  light  fixtures  and  ceiling 
fan,  building  a  closet  for  the  hot  water 
heater,  ceramic  tiling  in  the  bathroom 
and  painting  All  materials  used  were 
purchased  with  contributions  from  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men.  Mike  Putman,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  organization,  Ronald  Shaver, 
Ronnie  Leonard,  Bob  Pope,  Richard 
Johnson,  Olen  Heflin,  Arthur  Stevens, 
Mac  Garrett,  Charles  Payne,  Scott 
Payne  and  Lon  Park  were  the  members 
who  made  the  project  a  great  success. 

*  •  ♦ 

Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  will  hold  their  Twenty- 
Second  Annual  Festiv-AII  on  May  24. 


UMW Hold  Retreat 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  held  their  bi-annual  re¬ 
treat  at  Methodist  Seashore  Assembly  in 
Biloxi.  Ms  There  were  153  women  who 
participated  along  with  98  "at  home”  re- 
treatants  The  theme  was  “Standing 
from  a  Kneeling  Position"  and  the  wor¬ 
ship  leader  was  the  Rev  Rosemary 


Brown  of  Tennessee  Co-leaders  of  the 
retreat  were  Margaret  Burris  and  Vera 
Parker. 

The  three  day  retreat  consisted  of  di¬ 
rected  meditation,  singing,  fellowship 
and  quiet  time.  The  music  was  led  by 
Annette  Fortuna  and  Betty  Rowell 
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Inspiring 
Speakers . . . 


These  people  will  serve  as  the  devo¬ 
tional  speakers  at  Annual  Conference. 
They  are,  from  left  to  right;  Dr.  Samuel 
DuBois  Cook,  President  of  Dillard  Uni¬ 
versity  in  New  Orleans,  Dorothy  Mae 
Taylor,  New  Orleans  Councilwoman-at- 
large  and  Dr.  John  E.  Fellers,  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  Shreveport. 


Music  is  always  an  important  part  of 
any  Annual  Conference.  Methodist  peo¬ 
ple  have  a  reputation  for  their  singing 
and  yt  Annual  Conference  session,  they 
exemplify  thisir  uth 
Again  this  year,  Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne 
and  Mrs.  Marie  Durham  will  team  up  to 
lead  the  singing  in  Centenary’s  Gold 
Dome  Their  informal  and  unique  way  of 
getting  the  audience  to  sing  has  proven 
to  be  most  helpful  to  the  conference  ses¬ 
sions. 

Various  choirs  will  be  providing  music 
for  the  worship  services  this  year.  The 
Commemoration  and  Holy  Communion 
Service  will  feature  a  combined  choir 


from  various  churches  within  the 
Shreveport  district. 

Tuesday  evening  during  the  worship 
service,  the  Chancel  Choir  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  of  Shreveport,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Dr  Will  Andress,  is 
scheduled  to  provide  music.  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Alexandria,  under 
the  leadership  of  Mr  Dorman  Clayton, 
will  sing  two  anthems  at  the  Ordination 
Service  on  Wednesday  evening 

At  Centenary  Night,  again  this  year, 
the  well  known  Centenary  College  Choir 
will  sing  a  number  of  selections  as  a  part 
of  this  gala  evening 


Mrs.  Marie  Durham  is  the  organist  for  First  United  Methodist  in  Alexandria. 


Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne  ministers  to  young  adults  and  singles  at  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston. 


—  Churches  —  Events 


Organist  for  the  sessions  of  Annual 
Conference  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  Ms.  Arie  Tubb,  who  will 
be  at  the. console  of  First  Church's  new 
organ.  This  will  be  the  first  time  that 
delegates  to  Annual  Conference  will 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  hear  this 
fine  instrument. 

As  always,  the  music  provided  by 
these  dedicated  Methodists  will  serve  as 
a  real  treat  as  well  as  an  inspiration  to 
all  those  attending  Annual  Conference 

The  new  organ  consists  of  the  rebuild¬ 
ing  of  the  three  manual,  39  rank  Aeolian 
Skinner  organ  which  was  built  and  in- 


1987  at  3:30  p.m.  at  the  Laborers  Union 
Hall.  The  theme  is  “Strolling  Down 
Memory  Land."  All  Mt.  Zion's  First 
Families  will  be  reunited  in  a  glorious 
celebration  The  purpose  of  this  project 
is  to  raise  funds  for  the  Continued  Ex¬ 
pansion  Building  Project 
♦  •  ♦ 

The  St.  James  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport  held  a  CPR  and 
emergency  cardiac  care  workshop  on 
March  30, 1987  under  the  direction  of  Ms 
Betty  Jones,  coordinator  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  at  St.  James.  She  was 
assisted  in  the  workshop  by  Mr  John 
Casson  and  Mrs.  Corine  H.  Bowman. 
Judge  Carl  Stewart  is  the  lay  leader  at 
St.  James  and  Rev.  James  A.  Graham  is 
the  pastor. 

1 1  * 

Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell,  pastor  of 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  of 
New  Orleans,  was  recently  honored  at 
the  118th  Founder's  Day  of  Clark  College 
in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  The  College  payed 
tribute  to  all  alumni  clergy  including 
Rev.  James  Graham  of  St.  James  Church 
in  Shreveport.  Dr  Alfred  L.  Norris,  pres¬ 
ident  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary, 
also  participated  in  the  two-day  celebra¬ 
tion. 

♦  *  * 


stalled  in  1950.  After  careful  consider¬ 
ation  of  various  organ  builders  the 
church's  Organ  Committee  chose  the 
Moljer  Company  to  rebuild  the  Skinner 
organ,  to  add  48  ranks  of  new  pipes  and 
to  install  a  new  five  manual  console 

Provision  has  been  made  in  the  new 
organ  for  a  Positiv  division.  This  will  al¬ 
low  the  organ  to  grow  as  needs  change 
without  a  total  rebuilding,  so  that  it  will 
be  a  living  instrument  bringing  inspira¬ 
tion  and  beauty  to  people  for  decades  to 
come. 

A  significant  gift  of  money  from  Mr 
and  Mrs.  Sam  Sharp  has  made  possible 
the  new  organ. 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Baton  Rouge  offers  a  number  of 
courses  for  parents  each  year.  Coordi¬ 
nated  by  Carolyn  Ellender,  a  school 
counselor,  parent  of  two  teenageis  and 
an  active  member  of  Broadmoor,  these 
courses  are  sponsored  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Discipleship  and  are  designed  to 
help  parents  approach  the  issues  of  rais¬ 
ing  children  from  a  Christian  perspec¬ 
tive  Systematic  Training  for  Effective 
Parenting  is  being  offered.  Dr  Kenneth 
Reed  is  the  senior  minister  at  Broad¬ 
moor. 

$  ♦  9 

Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Baker  recognizes  members  Michelle 
Smith  and  Duane  Devall,  who  recently 
were  awarded  full  four-year  scholar¬ 
ships  to  LSU  The  pastor  at  Blackwater 
is  the  Rev.  Larry  Stafford. 

•  *  ♦ 

^  Magnolia  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Greenwell  Springs  has  a  Family  Retreat 


scheduled  for  May  29  and  30  at  Camp  Is- 
trouma.  The  event  will  be  the  29th  at  5 
p.m  and  will  conclude  at  9  p.m.  on  the 
30th  This  retreat  is  for  all  families  of 
Magnolia.  The  pastor  at  Magnolia  is 
Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron. 

♦  *  ♦ 

Merryville  United  Methodist  Church 
recently  honored  the  1987  graduates  of 
Merryville  High  School  with  a  Sunday 
morning  breakfast.  Several  of  the  se¬ 
niors,  as  well  as  Acting  Principal  Jerry 
Green  and  Assistant  Principal  Ron  He¬ 
bert,  attended  Following  the  breakfast, 
many  of  the  seniors  stayed  for  morning 
worship  services  at  the  Merryville 
Church.  A  small  church,  with  no  graduat¬ 
ing  seniors  of  its  own.  Merryville  UMC 
has  been  hosting  such  a  breakfast  for  the 
past  six  years  It  is  their  way  of  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  life  of  the  community  and 
of  proclaiming  that  the  spirit  of  love  and 
concern  is  still  alive  in  their  midst.  The 
pastor  at  Merryville  is  Rev  Doug  Fore¬ 
man. 


Pictured  below  are  the  leaders  of  the  United  Methodist  Women’s  retreat.  They 
are.  from  left  to  right.  Margaret  Burris,  Vera  Parker  and  Conference  President 
Janelle  McCammon. 


ine  variety  t_iub  of  New  Orleans  presents  keys  to  a  17  passenger  van  to  Superin¬ 
tendent  W.  O.  Lynch  of  the  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans.  Pictured  from  left  to 
right  are;  Brad  Akers,  Ford  Motor  Co.,  Gary  Garogan,  Variety  Club,  Rev.  Lynch  and 
Grace  Frayer,  Variety  Club  Auxiliary  president. 


LUM  Welcomes  New  Editorial  Assistant 


The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  has  a 
new  editorial  assistant,  following  the 
transfer  of  past  assistant  Sherree  Moore 
to  Montgomery,  Ala  Kim  Unhoch,  who 
was  born  in  Bethesda,  Maryland  and 
raised  in  Covington,  is  a  graduate  of  Lou¬ 
isiana  State  University  with  a  B  A  in 
Journalism 

Unhoch  has  written  for  the  LSU  Daily 
Reveille,  for  the  Opelousas  Daily  World 
as  a  sports  correspondent  and  she  wrote 
a  weekly  column  for  Tiger  Rag  Maga¬ 
zine  Following  graduation,  she  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  the  sports  editor  for  the  St 
Tammany  News-Banner,  but  left  this  po¬ 
sition  after  her  marriage  last  summer  to 
move  to  Baton  Rouge 

Unhoch.  who  continues  to  write  under 
her  maiden  name  Kim  Dent,  is  happy  to 
be  a  part  of  LUM. 


Devotional  Speakers  Announced  for  Annual  Conference 


One  of  the  important  parts  of  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference  is  the  opening  devotion¬ 
al  period  that  sets  the  tone  for  each  day’s 
agenda.  These  devotionals  will  be  held  at 
8:30  a  m,  each  day  in  the  Gold  Dome  at 
Centenary  College. 

On  Tuesday  June  2,  the  first  morning 
devotional  speaker  will  be  Councilwom- 
an-at-large  Dorothy  Mae  Taylor.  A  na¬ 
tive  New  Orleanian,  Mrs.  Taylor  serves 
on  various  boards  and  agencies  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  holds  mem¬ 
bership  at  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 


Church  of  New  Orleans.  Mrs.  Taylor  has 
been  a  delegate  to  both  the  1984  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conference  and  is 
presently  on  the  planning  committee  for 
the  1988  Jurisdictional  Conference  to  be 
held  in  New  Orleans. 

In  1986,  Mrs.  Taylor  was  elected  city¬ 
wide  as  the  first  woman  to  the  council 
for  the  city  of  New  Orleans  as  council- 
woman-at-large,  and  she  became  the 
first  woman  to  have  served  as  acting 
mayor  of  New  Orleans  in  June  1986  Mrs. 
Taylor  and  her  husband,  Johnny  Jr.,  are 


the  paiema  yji  acven  children  and  the 
grandparents  of  eight. 

The  Wednesday  morning  speaker  will 
be  Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  President  of 
Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans.  Dr. 
Cook  has  an  outstanding  record  as  a  po¬ 
litical  scientist,  scholar,  educator,  teach¬ 
er  and  administrator. 

In  addition  to  teaching.  Dr  Cook  has 
lectured  extensively  at  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  throughout  the  United  States 
and  abroad.  Dr.  Cook  has  been  the  recipi¬ 
ent  of  numerous  honors  and  awards  and 


holds  honorary  degrees  from  Morehouse 
College,  the  Ohio  University,  Illinois  Col¬ 
lege  and  Duke  University.  Dr  Cook  con¬ 
tinues  to  serve  many  boards,  committees, 
and  commissions  and  is  the  program  of¬ 
ficer  in  higher  education  and  research  at 
the  Ford  Foundation. 

The  devotional  speaker  for  Thursday 
morning  will  be  Dr  John  E.  Fellers,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Shreveport.  A  native  of  Brenham.  Texas. 
Dr  Fellers  grew  up  in  Houston  and  at¬ 
tended  the  University  of  Houston  where 


he  earned  his  B.S  degree.  He  later  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  ministry  by  attending  the 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  where  he 
earned  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  with 
honors. 

In  1975,  Wiley  College  conferred  an 
honorary  Doctorate  of  Divinity  degree 
upon  him  in  recognition  of  his  services  as 
a  churchman  and  an  educator 

Before  coming  to  Shreveport  in  1985. 
Fellers  was  the  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church  in  Houston,  Texas  for  nine  years. 
He  was  the  president  of  Lon  Morris  Col¬ 


lege  in  Jacksonville,  Texas  from  1973- 
1976  Dr.  Fellers  serves  on  various 
boards  and  commissions  in  Texas  and 
Louisiana  Methodism 

Fellers  delivered  the  1986  Graves  Lee 
tures  at  First  Church  in  Hope,  Arkansas 
and  has  been  designated  as  a  preacher 
for  the  1987  Louisiana  Conference  Pas 
tors’ School. 

Delegates  to  Annual  Conference  will 
find  each  of  these  devotional  speakers 
helpful  and  inspiring  and  are  urged  to 
participate  in  these  morning  services  of 
worship. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Readers -Editors  Dialogue 

Questions  aspiring  delegates  should  answer 


To  the  Editor: 

Election  of  annual  conference  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  is 
coining  up  soon.  In  order  to  help  an¬ 
nual  conferences  address  the  issues, 
would  you  publish  a  set  of  questions 
that  you  feel  every  aspiring  delegate 
ought  to  be  able  to  answer? 

Steven  L.  Todd 

Arapahoe,  Nebraska 

Yours  and  the  other  73  annual  con¬ 
ferences  across  our  church  will  be 
meeting  during  the  next  several 
weeks  to  fulfill  numerous  tasks  man¬ 
dated  by  The  Book  of  Discipline. 

As  you  point  out,  those  tasks  in¬ 
clude  the  election  of  delegates  to  the 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ences  that  meet  every  four  years. 

The  next  General  Conference  will 
be  held  in  St.  Louis,  April  26-May  6, 
1988.  The  five  regional  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  will  be  held  July  12-16, 
1988.  These  meetings  have  direct  and 
indirect  impact  on  every  United 


A  previous  "Readers-Editors  Dia¬ 
logue”  was  prompted  by  a  reader’s 
request  for  a  list  of  emphases  that  set 
United  Methodism  apart  from  other 
Christian  denominations  (see  UMR, 
May  1). 

We  invited  other  Reporter  readers 
to  add  to  the  list  of  nine  emphases  we 
cited  to  describe  United  Methodism's 
distinctive  identity. 

A  number  of  readers  responded, 
some  at  considerable  length.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  space  limitations  dictate  that 
we  publish  only  a  few  representative 
replies  that  help  to  define  who  we  are 
as  United  Methodist  Christians: 

Rayford  Wallace  of  Tulsa,  Oklaho¬ 
ma  cited  among  other  emphases 
Methodism’s  understanding  of  the 
‘three  movements  of  grace— preve- 
nient  grace  (the  spirit  of  God  acting 
before  the  point  of  salvation;  justify¬ 
ing  grace  (the  spirit  of  God  acting  at 
the  point  of  salvation);  and  sanctify¬ 
ing  grace  (the  spirit  of  God  acting  af¬ 
ter  the  point  of  salvation).” 

Elinor  Curtis  of  Memphis,  Tennes¬ 
see  said  that  “Christian  service  is 
most  important  to  a  United  Method¬ 
ist.  We  live  for  Christ  and  He  lives 
through  us.  There  is  a  Christian  ser¬ 
vice  available  for  everyone.” 


Methodist  local  church  and  are  thus 
of  great  importance. 

The  General  Conference  sets  policy 
and  direction  for  the  whole  church. 
That  is  accomplished  through  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  legislative  petitions 
from  across  the  church  to  alter 
church  law,  policies  or  programs. 

The  resulting  new  legislation  and 
carryover  legislation  will  be  issued  in 
a  1988  edition  of  The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline.  The  Discipline  describes  the 
historical  and  theological  basis  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  as  well 
as  the  way  the  church  is  organized  to 
carry  out  its  mission. 

The  primary  responsibility  of  the 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  is  to  elect 
bishops  for  the  church  in  the  United 
States  and  to  assign  each  of  them  to 
lead  one  of  the  U.S.  church’s  45  epis¬ 
copal  areas. 

Beyond  their  participation  ih  these 
conferences,  delegates  typically  be¬ 
come  candidates  for  election  to  four- 
year  terms  as  directors  of  the  church’s 
national  boards  and  agencies. 


John  E.  Mears  of  Centreville, 
Maryland  rejoiced  that  United  Meth¬ 
odism,  unlike  some  other  expressions 
of  the  faith,  “is  not  rigid,  meaning 
‘my  way  or  no  way.’  ” 

Carol  Decker  of  Sante  Fe,  New 
Mexico  cited  “a  joyful  optimistic 
spirit  (that  believes)  people  can  come 
into  creative,  dynamic  relationship 
with  God”  and  "Annual  regional  mis¬ 
sion  schools  . . .  which  have  changed 
many  lives.” 

Nancy  L.  Patrick  of  Big  Spring, 
Texas  suggested  that  “one  thing 
which  Methodists  recognize  that  some 
other  denominations  do  not  is  the  call 
of  women  to  the  pastoral  ministry.” 

Daniel  Owen  of  Shinglehouse, 
Pennsylvania  said,  "United  Method¬ 
ists  agree  upon,  and  are  unified  in,  what 
it  takes  to  become  a  saved,  born  again 
Christian.  But  we  agree  to  disagree  on 
all  other  questions  of  doctrine.’’ 

Ralph  G.  Hasten  of  Houston,  Texas 
identified  one  “resounding  theme”  of 
United  Methodism:  "We  are  a  people 
who  are  aware  of  God’s  love,  His  ac¬ 
cepting  love.  We  are  at  home  with 
Him  in  His  world.  He  is  our  Father 
and  our  Friend.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Delegates  also  become  visible  and 
often  audible  leaders  of  the  church. 
Bishops  usually  are  elected  from 
among  the  clergy  delegates  to  Gener¬ 
al  Conference. 

Given  their  responsibility  for  an 
important  portion  of  the  life  and  well¬ 
being  of  the  church,  we  believe  aspir¬ 
ing  delegates  to  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  should  be 
willing  and  able  to  give  satisfactory 
answers  to  the  following  basic  ques¬ 
tions: 

/  Are  you  committed  to  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  to  the  particular 
witness  of  United  Methodism  as  a 
part  of  the  total  Body  of  Christ? 

f  How  well  informed  are  you  re¬ 
garding  the  critical  issues  facing  the 
church  today? 

/  Are  you  able  to  listen  and  deal 
constructively  with  diverse  points  of 
view  among  Christians,  including 
those  that  differ  from  your  own  deep¬ 
ly  held  convictions? 

f  Do  you  have  sufficient  time  and 
willingness  to  read  and  absorb  the 
large  volume  of  material— petitions, 
resolutions,  supporting  documents, 
etc.— that  a  delegate  must  consider  in 
preparation  for  General  Conference? 

f  How  well  do  you  understand  the 
workings  of  the  General  and  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conferences,  including  how 
they  are  similar  to  and  different  from 
the  decision-making  structures  of  lo¬ 
cal  churches,  districts  and  annual 
conferences? 

f  Do  you  have  the  ability  and  the 
experience  to  assess  proposed  legisla¬ 
tion  and  resolutions  in  terms  of  both 
their  immediate  and  their  long-term 
effects  on  the  church? 

y  Are  you  able  to  think  indepen¬ 
dently  and  still  work  creatively  and 
cooperatively  as  part  of  a  team? 

y  Do  you  believe  in  and  are  you 
prayerfully  open  to  the  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  church’s  deliber¬ 
ations  and  decision-making? 

It  is  a  great  honor  for  any  United 
Methodist  layperson  or  clergyperson 
to  be  elected  a  delegate  to  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conference.  We 
hope  our  suggested  questions  also 
convey  that  being  a  delegate  is  a 
great  responsibility  and  involves 
much  hard  work. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
and  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


More  emphases  that  define  UMs 


Youth  Essay  Contest 


MAY  22,  1M7 


How  can  adults  pass  faith  to  youth? 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Earlier  this  spring 
the  Reporter  invited  youth  age  22  and 
under  to  write  brief  essays  suggesting 
how  adults  might  relate  the  Christian 
faith  to  them  more  effectively.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  were  deemed  by  the  Reporter 
editorial  staff  to  be  the  best  essays  sub¬ 
mitted  in  junior  high,  senior  high  and 
college  age  categories. 

Challenging  Bible 
study  reaches  youth 

By  BETH  PERKINS 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
WichitaJCansas 
Age  22 

Like  the  entire  church,  young  people 
greatly  need  a  faith  they  can  relate  to 
their  own  lives. 

Youth  especially  need  the  lifeline  of 
faith  in  Christ  at  this 
most  volatile  time  in 
their  lives.  The  most 
effective  service  a 
leader  can  provide  is 
to  inspire  a  personal 
commitment  to  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  and  the 
biblical  ideals  that 
He  presented,  thus  Beth  Perkins 
providing  both  a  sense  of  hope  and  of  ac¬ 
countability. 

One  of  the  problems  with  today’s 
youth  groups  seems  to  be  adult  leaders’ 
fear  of  presenting  challenging  material 
to  the  group.  Many  of  the  lessons  seem  to 
be  a  slightly  expanded  version  of  a  chil¬ 
dren’s  Sunday  School  lesson. 

While  deeper  Bible  study  may  be  more 
difficult  to  prepare  for  and  present,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  nurture 
the  kind  of  maturity  teenagers  need  to 
survive  in  the  morally  upside  down  envi¬ 
ronment  of  the  world  around  us. 

Many  young  people  come  out  of  youth 
groups  believing  the  Bible  to  be  a  few 
simplistic  ideas,  since  these  have  been 
the  only  ideas  presented  to  them.  When 
they  enter  college  or  the  work  world, 
they  are  easily  taken  in  by  unbiblical 
doctrines  or  lured  away  from  the  church 
altogether.  A  Christian  lifestyle  and  bib¬ 
lical  guidelines  seem  often  to  be  present¬ 
ed  as  non-intellectual  escapes  to  youth 
seeking  answers  to  today’s  complex  mor¬ 
al  issues. 

A  major  effect  of  these  simplistic  les¬ 
sons  is  that  the  issue  of  accountability  is 
never  raised.  Young  people  need  lessons 
and  leaders  that  will  confront  the  prob¬ 
lems  they  deal  with  day  to  day.  The 
pressing  problems  of  drugs,  alcohol,  and 


sex  do  not  stop  at  the  church  door. 

Youth  need  someone  to  tell  them  more 
than  “Do  your  own  thing,”  and  “If  it’s 
right  for  you,  do  it."  Youth  groups  are 
crying  out  for  leaders  with  courage 
enough  to  stand  up  and  say  that  much  of 
what’s  going  on  in  the  world  is  wrong. 

Presenting  the  Bible  as  a  reliable  guide 
to  contemporary  issues  is  the  only  way 
truly  to  reach  the  youth  of  the  church. 
They  may  not  all  be  brought  through  un¬ 
scathed,  but  those  who  have  participated 
will  have  a  solid  foundation  of  faith  to 
build  upon  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

Models  of  Christian 
living  show  way 

By  ALYSON  HUNTER 

Claremont  United  Methodist  Church 
Claremont,  California 
Age  16 

Belief  translated  into  action  is  the  best 
way  for  young  people  to  understand  the 
beliefs  of  adults  in  the  church. 

The  youth  in  a  church  are  fortunate  if 
they  work  closely 
with  a  minister  di¬ 
rectly  involved  with 
a  youth  program. 

They  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  witness  his 
or  her  dreams  for 
the  youth  trans¬ 
formed  into  relation¬ 
ships  and  felt. 

It  is  important  to  have  a  youth  leader 
who  is  young  enough  to  identify  with  the 
cares  and  problems  of  the  group,  but  old 
enough  to  guide  and  help  give  them  con¬ 
trol  for  their  own  lives. 

The  youth  have  a  responsibility  for 
fairness  and  honesty  to  the  group  and  to 
the  leader.  What  better  way  to  learn  that 
than  through  the  example  of  a  leader  liv¬ 
ing  out  his  or  her  understanding  of  Chris¬ 
tian  values.  In  discussion  of  current 
movies,  song  lyrics  and  our  problems,  we 
can  have  a  sympathetic  ear  to  hear  us. 

Another  way  for  youth  to  learn  from 
the  adults  around  them  in  church  would 
be  through  forums  or  panels.  Intergenera- 
tional  “brain-storming”  on  what  it  means 
to  be  a  Christian  would  be  valuable. 

I  think  that  most  youth  have  no  idea  of 
what  goes  on  in  the  day-to-day  life  of  a 
dedicated  adult  Christian  in  matters  of 
decision-making  and  in  business  or  com¬ 
munity  affairs.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
follow  a  pastor  through  a  day  or  week  of 
activities  and  to  see  what  it  means  to  be 
the  leader  of  a  congregation. 


I  feel  fortunate  to  have  a  youth  leader 
who  has  helped  our  group  to  gain  control 
of  ourselves  through  love  and  has  raised 
the  spirits  of  all  of  us,  not  only  in  a  Chris¬ 
tian  way,  but  also  by  just  plain  caring. 
As  long  as  we  are  able  to  see  by  example 
the  effects  of  Christian  love,  we  will  be 
able  to  carry  on  the  tradition. 

Youth  need  to  feel 
that  we  belong 

By  LISA  HASTINGS 
Woburn  United  Methodist  Church 
Woburn,  Massachusetts 
Age  13 

My  church  is  a  relatively  small,  strug¬ 
gling  congregation  that  provides  many 
opportunities  but  few  people  are  inter¬ 
ested.  We  have  about  20  or  so  hardwork¬ 
ing  members  who  do  everything  that  has 
to  be  done.  Our  now  non-existent  youth 
group  had  wonderful  plans  but  only  two 
or  three  members. 

There  are  a  lot  of  good  things  our 
church  provides.  It  provides  me  with  one 
of  my  greatest  joys:  the  opportunity  to 
sing  in  the  choir.  I  sing  with  a  group  of 
five  or  so  dedicated  people,  all  at  least 
twice  my  age.  Our  annual  conference 
also  provides  me  with  the  chance  to  at¬ 
tend  music  camp. 

We  have  structured,  interesting  church 
school  classes,  but  again,  attendance  is  a 
problem.  Our  church  tends  to  focus  on 
adults  and  children,  partly  because  youth 
are  such  a  small  minority. 

One  thing  our  church  needs  is  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  take  a  greater  interest  in  what’s 
going  on.  I  also  wish  I  had  a  bigger  peer 
group. 

I  think  that  adults  in  the  church  should 
gently  encourage  youth  to  participate 
more.  No  matter  how  dedicated  a  group 
of  two  or  three  may  be,  it  is  hard  to 
share  productive  time  together  without 
more  participation. 

Also,  I  think  the  church  school  should 
sponsor  more  events  that  bring  the 
adults  of  the  church  together  with  the 
youth.  This  would  help  youth  feel  more 
like  we  “belong”  in  the  church.  That 
way,  even  if  there  is  still  a  small  number 
of  teenagers,  we  still  would  have  role 
models  to  look  up  to  and  depend  upon. 

As  I  look  forward  to  my  confirmation 
next  year,  I  hope  that  our  church  will  try 
to  include  youth  more.  I  hope  that  I  will 
continue  to  feel  that  I  have  a  place  in  our 
church.  I  also  think  that  other  youth  prob¬ 
ably  feel  the  same  way  I  do  but  don’t  say 
anything.  They  probably  want  the  same 
thing  I  do  out  of  the  church:  to  belong! 


Alyson  Hunter 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


God  doesn’t  expect  us  to  follow  same  path 


To  the  Editor: 

The  May  8  editorial  headlined,  “Acting 
boldly  with  faith,  nerve  and  vigor”  takes 
issue  with  the  Rev.  S.  Wesley  Ariarajah 
of  Sri  Lanka  in  his  contention  that  the 
church  should  cease  efforts  . .  to  con¬ 
vert  the  non-Christian  world.” 

The  editorial  further  quoted  Mr.  Ariar¬ 
ajah  saying  that  Christians  should  . . 
drop  the  idea  that  all  other  religions  are 
living  in  darkness  without  any  experi¬ 
ence  of  God.” 

The  editorial  generally  opposed  his 
views  although  it  did  concede  that  there 
is  some  truth  to  his  point  that  other  reli¬ 
gions  do  have  some  experience  of  God. 

Why  cannot  we  accept  what  Mr.  Ariar¬ 
ajah  says  as  valid?  Why  do  we  not  accept 
Buddhists  (as  in  Sri  Lanka),  Hindus,  Mus¬ 
lims  and  Jews  as  having  valid  experience 
of  God?  Certainly  these  high  religions  are 
very  meaningful  to  millions  of  people,  al¬ 
though  most  of  them  do  not  try  to  convert 
us.  Let  us  show  them  the  same  courtesy 
but  try  to  understand  them. 

If,  as  the  editorial  suggests,  we  do  love 
those  people  who  are  adherents  of  these 
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faiths,  let  us  show  them  understanding, 
good  will  and  compassion.  Let  us  also  try 
to  live  by  the  tenets  of  our  Christian  reli¬ 
gion  in  seeking  justice  and  liberation. 

If  we  do  so,  some  may  be  impelled  to 
seek  more  knowledge  of  Christianity  and 
may,  in  fact,  become  Christian.  By  the 
same  principle,  of  course,  some  Chris¬ 
tians  may  want  to  become  Buddhists. 

Surely,  however,  God,  as  the  one  .  .in 
whom  we  live  and  move  and  have  our  be¬ 
ing”  loves  us  all  and  does  not  expect  ev¬ 
ery  person  to  follow  the  same  path  in 
this  world. 

Harvey  C.  Holland 
Fort  Pierce,  Florida 

Member  gains  are  possible 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  tired  of  hearing  conference  re¬ 
ports  about  the  membership  losses  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  I  think  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  recent  "Church  Aflame”  articles 
about  churches  that  are  making  gains  in 
membership  are  good. 

Other  churches  need  to  know  that 
church  membership  gains  are  possible. 
Every  community  has  many,  many  un¬ 
churched  persons  who  would  be  respon¬ 
sive  to  the  claims  of  Christ. 

I  think  it  is  time  to  turn  off  our  pessi¬ 
mism  and  invite,  invite,  invite  the  un¬ 
churched  and  share  with  them.  I  wonder: 
Is  there  anything  our  world  is  more  in 
need  of  than  the  honest  unrepressed  joy 
of  God’s  children  who  truly  accept  God’s 
gifts  of  redemption  and  reconciliation 
and  who  respond  to  God’s  eternal  love  by 
offering  their  bodies,  lives,  resources  on 
the  altar  of  others’  needs. 

There  is  NO  community  without  its  op¬ 
portunities  for  the  alert  and  alive  Christian. 

Carl  E.  Young 

Mechanicsburg,  Pennsylvania 

Do  we  stifle  Holy  Spirit? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  encouraged  to  read  about 
the  youth  ministry  explosion  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  (see  UMR,  May  8). 

My  two  teenage  daughters  just  re¬ 
turned  from  the  "Up  With  Youth"  con¬ 
ference  in  Estes  Park,  Co.,  and  summed 
up  the  experience  as  “being  filled  up 
with  God."  This  gives  me  hope  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  the  UMC  and  more  importantly 
for  the  future  of  Christianity. 

My  excitement  was  soon  dampened  as 
I  read  about  the  fact  that  some  people  do 
not  see  youth  ministry  as  a  "real  minis¬ 
try.”  References  to  youth  workers  not 
working  over  18  months  pointed  to  lack 
of  training  and  burn  out. 

Jesus  was  in  ministry  only  three  years 
and  the  impact  is  still  powerful.  Neither 
Jesus  or  the  disciples  had  seminary 
training.  They  were  taught  and  empow¬ 
ered  by  God  through  the  Holy  Spirit. 

If  training  and  certification  are  the 
answer  to  a  longer  time  on  the  job  and 
bum  out  protection,  why  are  so  many 
trained  and  ordained  pastors  burning  out 
and  leaving  the  ministry?  Why  are  so 
many  churches  declining  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  people  who  have  the  training 
and  ordination  that  some  now  want  to  re¬ 


quire  of  youth  workers? 

Maybe  the  reason  the  UMC  is  having  a 
tough  time  attracting  people  is  because 
we  stifle  the  explosion  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
with  rules  and  regulations  and  the  pile  of 
certificates  smothers  the  fire  rather 
than  helping  it  burn  bright. 

If  we  give  this  youth  explosion  some 
“air,"  support  youth  ministers  rather 
than  burying  them  in  paper,  the  Holy 
Spirit  will  train  them.  An  uncertified 
youth  minister  may  not  be  as  smooth 
technically,  but  the  youth  can  relate  to 
them  daily. 

Christian  love  and  a  willingness  to  be 
transparent  will  start  fires  of  the  heart, 
not  smother  them. 

Darryl  Todd 

Fort  Collins,  Colorado 

A  breath  of  fresh  air 

To  the  Editor: 

Christian  telecommunications  is  under 
fire.  With  the  mass  confusion  and  fall-out 
from  the  PTL  Club’s  revelations,  and  the 
charges,  countercharges  and  denials  be¬ 
ing  heard  from  other  television  minis¬ 
tries,  one  wonders  if  there  is  a  “breath  of 
fresh  air”  to  be  found. 

On  April  11,  some  7,500  United  Meth¬ 
odists  found  it  at  Sea  World  of  Florida. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  more  who  saw 
the  “Catch  the  Spirit”  telecast  of  that 
event  witnessed  it  also. 

Amid  a  sea  of  religious  unrest  and 
many  negative  letters  that  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  “Letters  to  the  Editor"  of 
the  Reporter,  I  thank  God  that  our 
church  indeed  has  something  positive  to 
say  through  “Catch  the  Spirit.” 

"Catch  the  Spirit”  at  Sea  World  was  an 
exciting,  well-planned  and  well-executed 
day  that  drew  such  comments  as  “this 
reminds  me  of  the  old-time  camp  meet¬ 
ings”  and  “I  can  really  feel  the  Holy 
Spirit’s  presence  here  today.” 

Young  and  old  enjoyed  a  day  of  enter¬ 
tainment  and  ministry  through  music 
supplied  by  church  and  college  groups, 
an  "extravaganza”  of  hymn  singing,  in¬ 
spirational  singing  by  choirs  and  a  solo¬ 
ist  and  the  appearance  of  “John  and 
Charles  Wesley”  at  a  Sea  World  stadium. 

So  successful  was  this  event  ($10,000 
will  go  to  “Catch  the  Spirit”  nationally  and 


nearly  $17,000  more  to  Florida  Conference 
districts)  that  Sea  World  plans  to  host  an¬ 
other  similar  event  in  Florida  next  year 
and  in  three  other  U.S.  locations. 

As  we  celebrate  Pentecost  this  year, 
let’s  “Catch  the  Spirit”  and  support  this 
vital  communications  arm  of  The  United 

Methodist  Church.  _  „  . 

Tom  Hughes 
Mulberry,  Florida 

Solution  seems  obvious 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  interest,  some  pain, 
and  a  great  deal  of  frustration  about  the 
continuing  controversy  between  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists. 

I  am  frustrated  because  the  solution  to 
the  problem  seems  obvious  to  me  and 
very  simple.  I  offer  it  to  the  general 
church  through  the  Reporter.  If  there  is 
any  value  to  it  perhaps  someone  can  ini¬ 
tiate  action. 

Why  not  include  the  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists  in  the  list  of  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials  approved  by  the  church? 
There  are  many  ministries  that  are  rec¬ 
ognized  channels  of  giving  in  our 
church— in  fact  there  are  over  2,000  in 
the  "Partnership  in  Mission”  advance 
special  catalog. 

Some  of  these  projects  are  United 
Methodist  operated,  some  are  ecumeni¬ 
cal  and  others  have  independent  boards. 
But  all  of  them  have  received  the  "bless¬ 
ing"  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  have  the  freedom  to  operate  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  own  purposes. 

I  think  it  would  work  to  include  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  United  Methodists  in  that 
list.  And  it  might  help  to  relieve  some  of 
the  tension  between  the  two  groups. 

Jim  Slagg 
Potosi,  Missouri 

Leviticus  recommended 

To  the  Editor: 

May  we  request  all  participants  in  the 
next  General  Conference  to  re-read  in 
God’s  Word  the  book  of  Leviticus. 

I  especially  recommend  Chapter  20  as 
required  study,  including  a  written  sum¬ 
mary  of  the  facts  by  conference  delegates. 

Wilbur  H.  Lewis,  Jr. 

Long  Branch,  New  Jersey 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Special  friend’s  faith  trusts  God 
to  lift  darkness  ‘if  there’s  any  way’ 


I  do  not  know  Dianne  Yarrington.  But 
I  certainly  hope— and  even  pray— that  I 
know  someone  like  Dianne.  In  fact,  I 
would  wish  for  ev¬ 
eryone  a  relationship 
with  someone  like 
her. 

Dianne  was  one  of 
several  people  quoted 
in  a  recent  daily 
newspaper  article 
aimed  at  acquainting 
readers  with  Dan  Louis 
Margaret  “Peggy”  Railey.  Peggy  has 
been  in  a  coma  for  more  than  three  weeks 
after  being  attacked  in  the  garage  of  her 
home— strangled  just  short  of  death. 

Overnight  Peggy  Railey  had  moved 
from  her  relatively  obscure  role  as  wife 
of  a  prominent  pastor,  the  Rev.  Walker 
Railey,  to  become  a  focus  of  front  page 
and  prime  time  news.  The  attention  she 
unknowingly  received  has  intensified  as 
police  continue  their  investigation  and 
friends  and  church  members  continue 
their  vigil  of  prayers  and  concern  (see 
UMR,  May  1, 8,  and  15). 

As  I  read  about  Peggy  Railey  I  was 
impressed  by  the  quality  of  her  friend¬ 
ship  with  Dianne  Yarrington. 

Dianne  is  a  longtime  close  friend  of 
the  Railey  family.  She  has  taken  in  and 
cared  for  the  Railey’s  five-year-old  son 
and  two-year-old  daughter  since  immedi¬ 


ately  after  the  attack  on  Peggy.  As  I 
read  these  things  about  Dianne,  I  devel¬ 
oped  a  faint  impression  of  a  particular 
woman.  I  appreciated  what  I  read  but 
had  no  reason  to  want  to  know  more. 

But  the  profile  of  Peggy  Railey  ended 
with  two  paragraphs  quoting  Dianne 
Yarrington  that  caught  my  attention. 

Dianne  said  she  goes  to  Peggy’s  hospi¬ 
tal  room  each  day  for  30  minutes  and 
talks  "non-stop”  to  her  silent  friend. 
i  She  tapes  pictures  drawn  by  Peggy’s 
children  to  the  walls  of  the  intensive 
care  unit,  repeats  things  the  children 
have  said,  and  reassures  their  mother 
that  they  are  fine  and  that  they  miss  her. 

"I  cannot  give  up  hope,”  Ms.  Yarring¬ 
ton  said.  “I  know  she  wants  to  be  back. 
Even  when  medical  science  says  there  is 
not  much  hope,  I  cannot  give  up.  My 
faith  won’t  let  me. 

“She  is  a  fighter  and  if  there  is  any  way 
for  her  to  come  out  of  this  and  be  anything, 
I  know  God  will  allow  this  to  happen." 

In  my  darkest  moment  I  would  cherish 
such  a  friend.  That  person  would  expect 
my  best  from  me  and  express  confidence 
in  God  to  allow  my  darkness  to  be  lifted 
"if  there  is  any  way.” 

I  know  I  could  depend  upon  such  a 
friend  to  forgive  me  if  I  were  unable  to 
achieve  that  which  is  impossible  for  me. 
And  such  a  friend  would  share  with  me  the 
trusting  of  our  future  to  the  God  we  know. 

-DAN  J.  LOUIS 
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Journey  into 


By  FLORENCE  ISAACS 

A  familiar  roadblock  in  anyone’s  faith 
journey  is  making  the  direct  connection 
between  the  prayer  of  faith  and  the  disci- 
pleship  of  action.  While  we  often  find 
ways  to  traverse  those  times  without  in¬ 
cident,  occasionally  we  get  jolted. 

The  fall  of  1973  was  just  such  a  time 
for  me.  I  was  sitting  in  the  meeting  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  national 
organization,  the  Women’s  Division. 

"Well,  we’ll  just  call  it  the  ‘Isaacs 
amendment’  then." 

The  calm  voice  of  the  president  of 
United  Methodist  Women  and  her  mat- 
ter-of-fact  statement  came  as  a  distinct 
shock  to  my  ears.  What  was  I,  a  middle- 
aged,  conservative  Methodist,  doing 
bringing  in  a  resolution  urging  the  im¬ 
peachment  process  be  initiated  against 


the  President  of  the  United  States? 

My  mind  raced  over  the  events  of  the 
preceding  days  during  which  the  issue 
had  been  considered  by  our  section  of  the 
division.  The  firing  of  the  special  prosecu¬ 
tor  had  precipitated  a  crisis  which  had 
been  developing  since  the  revelation  of 
the  Watergate  break-in,  and  we  felt  that 
something  radical  should  be  done.  The 
country  seemed  to  be  marking  time  and 
appeared  to  need  a  push  for  action. 

In  a  carefully  worded  statement,  we 
brought  out  the  historical  meaning  of  im¬ 
peachment  and  cited  the  fact  that  if  the 
president  was  innocent  of  the  charges, 
the  process  would  prove  that  fact  from 
the  legal  fog  surrounding  the  issue. 

We  had  formulated  a  recommendation 
and  taken  a  straw  vote  which  indicated 
near  unanimity.  With  staff  assistance,  I 
had  edited  the  statement  to  make  it  as 


clear  and  succinct  as  possible. 

This  was  the  resolution  which  came  to 
the  entire  division  as,  I  thought,  a  report 
from  our  committee.  But  one  member 
was  of  a  different  opinion:  “Oh,  no!  The 
committee  has  not  had  the  completed 
recommendation;  it  does  not  come  from 
committee.” 

Then  came  the  ruling  from  our  presi¬ 
dent  followed  in  succession  by  a  second 
and  passage  by  a  majority  of  the  division. 

In  the  audience  was  a  news  reporter 
who  filed  a  story  that  included  my  name 
and  the  name  of  the  small  town  in  Texas 
where  I  live  —  enough  address  for  me  to 
receive  a  deluge  of  letters  in  protest  to 
the  action. 

When  I  agreed  to  serve  and  was  elect¬ 
ed  to  the  national  body  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women,  I  knew  what  I  was  getting 


into.  I  had  participated  in  my  local 
church  unit,  served  in  district  offices  and 
attended  many  conference  schools  of 
mission.  Being  the  daughter  of  a  minis¬ 
ter,  I  was  well  schooled  in  Methodism,  I 
knew  the  discipline  of  following  through 
on  Christian  commitment. 

But  nothing  had  prepared  me  for  the 
impeachment  action  and  its  fallout. 
You’re  there  before  you  realize  it.  Yet,  I 
never  thought  of  backing  out.  I  felt  the 
action  was  needed. 

Those  first  few  letters  after  the  im¬ 
peachment  resolution  hit  the  news  wires 
were  difficult.  I  felt  I  was  being  person¬ 
ally  attacked,  but  I  had  to  face  up  to  the 
writers,  too.  My  faith  and  the  feeling  I 
was  right  helped.  My  local  church,  Medi¬ 
na  United  Methodist  Church  and  our 
United  Methodist  Women’s  unit,  always 
Continued  on  page  4 


Celebrating 

faith 


Banner  bearers  re¬ 
hearse  for  the  1982 
Women’s  Assembly 
in  Philadelphia, 
left.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  share 
the  communion  cup 
at  the  1986  Assem¬ 
bly  in  Anaheim, 
Calif.,  right. 
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1987-88  topics  announced 

Study  moves  us  to  action 


By  SARA  J.  CLARDY 

"Making  the  impossible  possible  by 
the  power  of  God”  is  the  vision  of  United 
Methodist  Women.  The  world  in  which 
we  live  seems  more  complex,  the  deci¬ 
sions  which  we  are  forced  to  make  ap¬ 
pear  more  difficult.  But  as  church 
women  —  organized  for  mission  —  we 
continually  examine  our  understandings 
—  of  the  mission  of  the  church,  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  our  individual  lives. 

We  reaffirm  the  Bible  as  a  source  of 
insight  regarding  “mission."  We  are  a 
"people  of  God"  seeking  to  be  related  to 
God  in  faith,  trust  and  hope.  Such  a  rela¬ 
tionship  comes  through  an  acceptance  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  personal  saviour,  which 
transforms  and  guides  us  in  all  of  life’s 
relationships.  Transformed  by  God’s 
love,  exemplified  by  the  gift  and  life  of 
Jesus  Christ,  we  then  experience  a 
change  in  all  our  relationships  —  to  God, 
to  our  neighbors,  to  the  world.  We  sur¬ 


render  ourselves  to  God  in  every  sphere 
of  human  existence  —  the  personal  and 
social,  the  spiritual  and  economic,  the 
psychological  and  political.  From  this 
faith-base,  we  perceive  Christian  mission 
as  the  action  of  the  body  of  Christ  in  the 
history  of  humankind. 

As  one  who  has  participated  in  the  an¬ 
nual  schools  of  Christian  mission,  for 
many  years,  both  as  a  student  and  as  a 
teacher,  my  own  faith  and  understanding 
haVe  grown. 

Mission  studies,  are  a  key  component 
of  the  total  program  of  United  Methodist 
Women.  They  provide  a  setting  for  wom¬ 
en  and  men  to  have  in-depth  experiences 
examining  and  interpreting  the  story  of 
God  at  work  in  human  history  and  the  re¬ 
lationship  between  personal  faith  and 
world  realities.  The  mission  of  the 
church  and  our  responsibilities  as  Chris¬ 
tians  within  it  become  primary. 

People  often  are  astounded  at  how 


timely  and  prophetic  mission  study 
themes  and  issues  prove  to  be.  The  1978- 
79  “Contemporary  China”  study,  select¬ 
ed  three  years  earlier,  coincided  with  the 
United  States  normalizing  relations  with 
China  in  March  1979.  The  upcoming  1987- 
88  studies  are  "The  Peoples  and  the 
Churches  of  the  U.S.S.R.,”  "Toward 
Health  and  Wholeness”  and  the  Book  of 
Acts. 

The  complete  listing  of  dates  and  loca¬ 
tions  for  the  five  regional  schools  and 
120  conference  schools  and  mission 
events  in  1987  are  in  the  April  1987  issue 
of  Response,  the  monthly  magazine  of 
United  Methodist  Women.  Information 
about  the  study  books  and  resources  is  in 
the  May  1987  issue  of  Response. 

Sara  Clardy  is  a  member  of  Samaritan 
United  Methodist  Church  and  United 
Methodist  Women,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Welcome .  .  . 

We  offer  this  special  supplement 
to  provide  insight  into  the  ways  in 
which  United  Methodist  Women 
strive  to  meet  needs  at  home  and 
around  the  world.  The  purpose  of 
United  Methodist  Women  is:  "to 
know  God;  to  experience  freedom  as 
whole  persons  through  Jesus  Christ, 
to  develop  a  creative,  supportive 
community;  to  expand  the  concepts 
of  mission  through  participation  in 
the  global  ministries  of  the  church." 

For  more  than  a  hundred  years, 
women  have  organized  for  mission 
with  an  overwhelming  concern  for 
the  needs  of  women  and  children. 
The  vitality  of  United  Methodist 
Women  is  determined  by  the 
strength  of  local  units  which  are  or¬ 
ganized  to  respond  to  these  needs. 

As  we  continue  our  journey  of 
faith,  may  mission  truly  come  alive! 

7laA<i+lJL 

President,  United  Methodist  Women 
Carolyn  M.  Marshall  is  a  member  of 
Veedersburg  United  Methodist  Church 
and  United  Methodist  Women,  Vee¬ 
dersburg,  Ind. 
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commands 

commitment 
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The  Charter  for  Racial  Justice  Policies  was  unveiled  at  the  1978  Assembly  in 
Louisville,  Ky. 


By  PEGGY  GARRETT 

Probably  no  issue  can  more  clearly 
capture  the  essence  of  United  Methodist 
Women  than  the  struggle  for  racial  jus¬ 
tice  —  a  righteous  indignation  at  the  op¬ 
pression  and  repression  of  a  people. 

And  no  mission  has  woven  a  stronger 
thread  into  the  fabric  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  than  the  60-year  commitment 
to  turn  the  church  and  society  toward 
Christ’s  example  to  love  all  people. 

Early  in  this  century  our  predecessors 
were  involved  in  ministries  to  people 
without  regard  to  their  racial  heritage. 

Then  in  1941  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
the  Methodist  Church  adopted  a  policy  of 
“holding  its  meeting  only  in  places 
where  all  members  of  its  group  can  be 
entertained  without  any  form  of  racial 
discrimination.”  The  following  year,  the 
women’s  first  Assembly  was  moved  to 
Columbus,  Ohio,  where  one  hotel  was 
available  to  all  members. 

Also  during  the  1940s  the  women 
struggled  to  find  places  where  blacks 
and  whites  could  meet  for  the  National 
Seminars,  held  every  four  years  to  study 
and  reflect  on  issues  such  as  new  policies 
to  safeguard  the  equality  of  all  races, 
within  the  organization  itself. 

Following  the  1947  National  Seminar, 
the  Woman’s  Division  created  a  special 
Committee  on  Racial  Practices  which 
made  its  first  report  on  Dec.  10,  1947  — 
the  same  day  the  Universal  Declaration 
of  Human  Rights  was  adopted  by  the 
United  Nations’  General  Assembly. 

The  report  dealt  with  the  progress  of 
data-gathering  on  state  and  national  seg¬ 
regation  laws  and  a  survey  of  the  racial 
policies  and  practices  within  the  mission 
institutions  of  the  women’s  organization. 
Conducted  by  the  late  Dr.  Pauli  Murry, 
the  research  resulted  in  the  book  “States 
Laws  on  Race  and  Color,”  now  viewed  as 
a  landmark  document  and  major  re¬ 
source  on  the  issue. 

The  racial  practices  committee  draft¬ 
ed  the  first  Charter,  focusing  on  the  poli¬ 


cies  and  practices  of  the  Woman’s 
Division,  in  1952.  It  had  results.  Black 
women  were  placed  in  major  leadership 
and  staff  positions,  and  persons  were  re¬ 
cruited  from  minority  groups  for  home 
mission  service. 

In  effect,  the  Methodist  women  be¬ 
came  the  first  intentional  fair-practices 
employer  in  the  denomination. 

The  1952  Charter  also  cited  the  need 
for  change  in  laws  to  protect  the  rights 
of  all  citizens.  Two  years  later  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  issued  its  historic  Brown 
vs.  Board  of  Education  decision  striking 
down  the  “separate  but  equal”  concept 
in  public  education. 

An  enlarged  vision  was  needed  by  the 
1960s,  which  brought  revolution,  conflict, 
controversy  and  tension.  With  the  growth 
of  the  Civil  Rights  movement  came  the 
Second  Charter  of  Racial  Policies  in 
1962,  "seeking  a  social  order  without  ra¬ 
cial  barriers.” 

Today,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
operates  under  the  commitments  con¬ 
tained  in  the  “new”  Charter  for  Racial 
Justice  Policies  adopted  by  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Assembly  in  1978. 
The  church,  as  it  had  with  the  1962 
Charter,  endorsed  the  document  at  the 
1980  General  Conference,  committing 
the  total  church  to  the  elimination  of  in¬ 
stitutional  racism,  to  opportunities  in  the 
local  church  to  deal  with  racist  attitudes 


and  to  increase  awareness  of  human 
needs  affected  by  racial  differences. 

The  resurgence  of  racial  violence  in 
the  1980s  requires  us  to  hold  up  the  “We 
believe”  and  “We  will"  commitments  of 
the  Charter.  We  must  review  and  evalu¬ 
ate  the  racial  practices  of  the  church  and 
society  again. 

We  may  be  at  the  most  difficult  junc¬ 
ture  of  change  —  the  changing  of  atti¬ 
tudes  and  behavior.  The  church  must  not 
give  up  the  struggle  for  racial  justice.  It 
must  stand  firm  in  the  belief  that  God  is 
the  creator  of  all  people,  that  racism  is  a 
rejection  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  robs  all  human  beings  of  their 
wholeness. 

We  must  continue  to  eliminate  racism 
from  all  segments  of  our  lives  and  press 
on  to  explore  the  deeper  dimensions  and 
riches  of  diversity  and  inclusiveness. 

This  is  a  National  Seminar  year  for 
United  Methodist  Women.  Perhaps  the 
women  who  gather  Aug.  14-21  at  Ohio 
State  University*  in  Columbus,  Ohio  — 
that  city  where  one  hotel  was  available 
to  all  in  1942  —  to  explore  the  theme 
“Faithful  Action,  Joyful  Living”  will 
provide  the  church  a  new  vision  of  free¬ 
dom  through  Jesus  Christ  for  all  of  God’s 
children. 

Peggy  Garrett  is  a  member  of  St  Paul's 
United  Methodist  Church  and  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women,  Muncie,  Ind. 


Problem-solving  a  political  skill 


By  JANE  HALLIBURTON 

Every  day  women  participate  in  polit¬ 
ical  decisions.  Politics  is  just  one  method 
of  problem-solving.  And  church  politics 
is  every  bit  as  intricate  as  partisan  poli¬ 
tics. 

In  1985,  I  finally  had  enough  experi¬ 
ence  watching  those  people  already  in 
the  partisan  political  process  and  real¬ 
ized,  “Hey,  I  could  do  this,  too."  So  I  de¬ 
clared  myself  a  candidate  for  the  Story 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  in  Iowa. 

My  decision  was  a  natural  evolution 
from  my  involvement  in  the  church,  cur¬ 
rently  as  co-lay  leader,  and  in  the 
League  of  Women  Voters.  It  was  en¬ 
hanced  by  attending  a  Political  Skills 
Workshop  for  Women,  sponsored  by  Iowa 
Conference  United  Methodist  Women. 

In  running  for  office,  I  had  to  win  the 
primary,  and  then  the  general  election 
last  year.  I  took  office  in  January  1987. 

The  toughest  job,  so  far,  has  been  the 


budget  process.  We  were  forced  to 
change  the  funding  for  human  services 
from  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  to  a 
property  tax  base,  from  $400,000  to 
$54,000.  Also,  there  are  times  when  the 
law  prohibits  us  helping  people.  It  is 
frustrating  to  see  needs  and  yet  be  pow¬ 
erless  to  respond  to  them. 

Women  have  skills  to  offer  to  the 
church  and  society.  We  need  to  encour¬ 
age  the  confidence  to  take  the  risks  asso¬ 
ciated  with  exercising  our  freedom. 

It  is  important  for  women  to  recognize 
how  our  culture  conditions  us  to  wait  to 
be  asked  to  take  leadership.  We  haven’t 
had  a  lot  of  practice  at  moving  out.  We 
need  to  take  responsibility  to  let  others 
know  we  want  to  do  something.  Then,  we 
find  we  have  a  lot  of  support. 

Jane  Halliburton  is  a  member  of  Colle¬ 
giate  United  Methodist  Church  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women,  Ames,  Iowa. 


Growing 
in  grace 
to  give 

By  BETTY  L.  WINN 

“Think  Undesignated  Giving  —  It 
Makes  Mission  Possible.” 

Undesignated  giving  —  giving  freely, 
abundantly,  extravagantly,  with  no 
strings  attached  —  is  the  way  of  life  of 
United  Methodist  Women. 

We  are  able  wholeheartedly  to  accept 
Jesus’  mandates  to  feed  his  sheep,  to  be 
witnesses  for  him  and  to  continue  our 
journey  in  mission  for  him,  learning  and 
growing  along  the  way. 

From  our  inception  when  a  handful  of 
women  got  together  to  study  and  pray, 
until  today  as  1.2  million  women  orga¬ 
nized  for  mission,  our  purpose  has  been 
to  give  ourselves  in  study,  prayer,  work 
and  gifts  to  alleviate  estrangement  from 
God  and  each  other,  and  to  ease  pain  and 
suffering  of  every  kind. 

Undesignated  giving  helps  pay  the  sal¬ 
aries  of  more  than  570  full-time  mission¬ 
aries,  helps  buy  the  supplies  and  pay  the 
upkeep  on  mission  buildings  in  123  coun¬ 
tries.  Gifts  without  strings  helps  main¬ 
tain  a  wide  range  of  programs  and 
projects  in  the  United  States.  All  this  is 
made  possible  by  our  pledges,  World 
Thank  Offering,  honorary  gifts  and  giv¬ 
ing  on  behalf  of  persons  in  mission  —  all 
undesignated  giving. 

A  portion  of  every  undesignated  dollar 
is  used  for  mission  in  Women’s  Division 
programs  that  provide  information  and 
skills:  seminars,  officer  training  work¬ 
shops,  leadership  development  events, 
mission  studies,  education  on  social  poli¬ 
cy  issues,  Bible  study  and  spiritual 
growth  events,  Response  magazine  and 
the  reading  program. 

Another  slice  of  the  undesignated  dol¬ 
lar  is  used  for  retired  missionaries  and 
deaconesses  and  for  Women’s  Division 
salaries,  benefits  and  operating  ex¬ 
penses. 

National  and  World  divisions  receive  a 
major  share  of  the  undesignated  dollar. 
In  1987  each  division  will  receive 
26.9  cents  of  each  one  of  those  dollars. 

Through  the  National  Division,  United 
Methodist  Women  participate  in  the 
Four  Corners  Native  American  Ministry 
in  Shiprock,  N.M.,  with  outreach  pro¬ 
grams  of  alcoholism  counseling,  Chris¬ 
tian  education  on  a  “release  time”  basis 
for  students  in  seven  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  schools,  and  a  shelter  for  bat¬ 
tered  and  abused  women  and  children. 

Through  the  World  Division,  United 
Methodist  Women  are  involved  in  the 
Kapatiran  Kaunlaran  mission,  serving 
an  area  that  includes  a  squatters’  slum 
that  houses  127,000  people  in  Manila, 
Philippines.  Our  undesignated  dollars 
help  provide  a  playground  for  children,  a 
dental  clinic,  classes  on  nutrition  and 
food  preservation,  early  childhood  edu¬ 
cation,  job  skills  programs,  a  youth  min¬ 
istry,  a  library,  scholarships  and  a 
program  for  exploited  women. 

These  and  thousands  of  other  minis¬ 
tries  —  our  investment  in  the  future  — 
are  supported  by  our  gifts  of  more  than 
$18  million  in  undesignated  giving. 

Betty  L.  Winn  is  a  member  of  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church  and  United 
Methodist  Women,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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Banker  transfers  her  training 
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Andrea  Allen 


By  ANDREA  ALLEN 

The  organization  of  United  Methodist 
Women  has  meant  much  to  me  in  my  de¬ 
velopment  as  a  Christian,  as  a  woman, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  financial  com¬ 
munity. 

I  firmly  believe  my  participation  in 
and  development  through  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  has  facilitated  for  me  what 
might  have  been  a  difficult,  if  not  impos¬ 
sible,  entrance  into  higher  levels  of  cor¬ 
porate  management. 

When  I  first  became  really  active  in 
United  Methodist  Women,  beyond  my  lo¬ 
cal  unit,  I  thought  of  the  organization  as 


a  second  opportunity  to  attain  spiritual 
growth  and  more  actively  participate  in 
the  mission  outreach  of  the  church.  I  ex¬ 
pected  this  would  affect  my  life,  but  only 
in  terms  of  closer  ties  to  God  and  Christ, 
the  end  result,  of  course,  making  me  a 
better  Christian. 

Instead,  I  began  to  recognize  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  my  activities  within  United 
Methodist  Women  evidenced  in  my  pro¬ 
fessional  life. 

I  am  now  a  vice  president  of  one  of  the 
10  largest  financial  institutions  in  the 
United  States.  As  such,  I  meet  with  and 
make  presentations  to  professionals  and 


banking  customers,  lead  meetings,  set 
priorities,  create  schedules.  Elements  of 
time  management  enabled  me  to  expand 
my  activities  within  United  Methodist 
Women  and  in  the  general  church  while 
not  neglecting  my  profession  or  my  fam¬ 
ily.  All  this  was  never  included  in  my 
formal  education,  but  it  was  a  part  of  my 
United  Methodist  Women’s  leadership 
training. 

Andrea  Bryant  Allen  is  a  member  of  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Community  United  Methodist 
Church  and  United  Methodist  Women, 
New  York  City. 
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of  whom  are  older  women  faced  with 
poverty. 

In  Seoul,  South  Korea,  a  grant  aids  the 
Korea  Legal  Aid  Center  for  Family  Re¬ 
lations  in  its  Grandmother  and  Grandfa¬ 
ther  School,  serving  the  needs  of  the 
older  generation  for  continuing  educa¬ 
tion,  expanding  horizons,  lessening  fam¬ 
ily  tensions  and  meaningful  fellowship. 

Aware  of  the  growing  number  of  older 
persons  and  the  increasing  number  of 
women  in  poverty,  the  Women’s  Division 
conducted  a  survey  of  United  Methodist 
Women  age  55  and  over  to  determine 
their  interests  and  needs.  Identified  were 
transportation,  community  outreach,  le¬ 
gal  aid,  adult  day  care  and  Meals-on- 
Wheels.  United  Methodist  Women 
already  participate  in  many  efforts  of¬ 
fering  such  services  through  community 
centers  both  here  and  overseas. 

An  exhaustive  listing  of  all  United 
Methodist  Women’s  involvements 
through  these  and  other  programs  and 
projects  would  fill  a  book.  Yet  the  future 
holds  many  challenges  to  be  in  service  to 
others,  to  help  wherever  possible  in  the 
development  of  creative,  supportive 
community  for  all  of  God’s  creation. 

Connie  Myer  is  a  freelance  writer  in  New 
York,  N.Y.  Martha  Man  is  a  freelance 
writer  in  Albuquerque,  N.M. 


Move  beyond  the 
bounds  of  love 


By  CONNIE  MYER  and  MARTHA  MAN 

"Grow  we  must  even  if  we  outgrow  all 
that  we  love.” 

With  those  resounding  words,  Method¬ 
ist  women  in  the  south  served  notice  they 
intended  to  be  in  mission  wherever  the 
needs  of  women  and  children  were  felt. 

The  commitment  was  part  of  a  1910 
statement  of  the  Woman’s  Missionary 
Council  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

The  women  challenged  the  new  south 
emerging  in  the  era  of  Industrial  Re¬ 
form.  They  promoted  the  idea  that  indi¬ 
viduals  must  be  ministered  to  as  whole 
persons,  inclusive  of  both  the  physical 
and  the  spiritual.  In  the  process  they  es¬ 
tablished  day  nurseries,  free  kindergar¬ 
tens,  Sunday  schools  and  savings  plans. 

Their  counterparts  in  other  areas  of 
this  developing  nation  found  similar 
means  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  people. 

In  a  meditation  on  this  “Grow  we 
must”  theme  at  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  New  Officer  Training  Event  in 
December  1986,  Women’s  Division  staff 
member  Ellen  Kirby  reissued  the  chal¬ 
lenge: 

“We  have  much  to  learn  from  our 
foremothers  ...  We  too  must  grow  in  ev¬ 
ery  way,  we  too  must  continue  the  life¬ 
time  search  for  true  freedom  in  Jesus 
Christ,  and  as  we  do  we  must  work  to 
make  our  world  itself  a  place  where  oth¬ 
ers  have  this  same  opportunity,  and  this 
we  must  do  even  if  it  means  that  we  out¬ 
grow  all  that  we  love." 

The  call  to  grow  continues,  even  as 
United  Methodist  Women  struggle  with 
societal  changes  of  today. 

“To  grow  is  to  move  on  —  the  journey 
continues,”  said  Theressa  Hoover,  depu¬ 
ty  general  secretary  of  the  Women’s  Di¬ 


vision.  “As  United  Methodist  Women  and 
their  predecessors  traversed  the  world 
carrying  God’s  love  to  its  people,  they 
founded  institutions  and  ministries  of  as¬ 
tounding  scope  and  diversity  and  devel¬ 
oped  programs  and  resources  ranging 
from  spiritual  growth  to  financial  man¬ 
agement. 

“In  earlier  days,  the  women  not  only 
owned  but  also  operated  their  institu¬ 
tions.  With  the  emergence  of  self-deter¬ 
mination,  however,  a  new  style  was 
needed.  We  have  seen  a  shift  from  the 
owner-operator  concept  to  one  of  advo¬ 
cacy-education,  a  movement  from  un¬ 
derstanding  the  mission  as  ‘ours’  to  its 
being  God’s,”  said  Ms.  Hoover. 

The  change  has  not  come  without  pain 
and  struggle. 

“We  love  to  hang  on  to  the  familiar, 
yet  the  call  to  mission  nudges  us  into  the 
unfamiliar,”  Ms.  Hoover  said. 

United  Methodist  Women  have  moved 
on  to  a  sharing  in  mission  —  within  the 
church  through  the  World  and  National 
divisions,  and  in  the  broader  community 
through  coalitions  focusing  on  particular 
needs  and  concerns. 

The  primary  thrust  always  has  been 
ministries  to  women  and  children,  and 
such  mission  efforts  span  the  whole  of 
human  existence  —  education,  health, 
nutrition,  economics,  politics,  housing 
and,  of  course,  spiritual  needs. 

In  a  world  where,  according  to  UNI¬ 
CEF,  15  million  children  under  the  age  of 
five  die  of  illness  or  malnutrition  each 
year,  where  115  million  under  the  age  of 
12  do  not  go  to  school,  where  50  million 
are  in  the  labor  force  and  a  like  number 
live  in  the  streets,  there  is  much  to  be 
done  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

McCurdy  Schools  in  Espanola,  N.M., 


National 

officers 

United  Methodist  Women’s  officers  are, 
front  row  from  left,  Pat  Callbeck 
Harper,  Vice  President  and  Chairper¬ 
son,  Section  of  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions;  Sara  J.  Clardy,  Vice  President  and 
Chairperson,  Section  of  Mission  and 
Membership  Development;  Ann  Need¬ 
ham,  Vice  President  and  Chairperson, 
Section  of  Finance;  top  from  left,  Velma 
J.  Banch,  Recording  Secretary;  Carolyn 
M.  Marshall,  President;  Betty  S.  Gor¬ 
don,  Vice  President. 


An  infant  receives  loving  care  at  the 
Sweet  Day  Care  center  in  Santiago, 
Chile,  above.  Senior  citizens  get  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  visiting  while  they  wait  for  lunch  at 
Wesley  House  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  right. 

provide  education  for  more  than  600  stu¬ 
dents  from  the  Spanish-Araerican,  Anglo 
and  Native  American  cultures  of  north¬ 
ern  New  Mexico.  In  Santiago,  Chile,  a 
child  care  program  grew  out  of  Sweet 
Memorial  Institute,  founded  in  the  early 
1940s,  as  students  saw  needs  and  ad¬ 
dressed  them. 

Children’s  advocacy  is  addressed 
through  participation  in  the  Children’s 
Defense  Fund,  including  its  campaign  to 
deal  with  teen-age  pregnancy,  and  a 
southern  California  project  working  with 
Central  American  refugee  children  being 
held  in  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  detention  centers. 

At  the  other  end  of  life’s  spectrum, 
United  Methodist  Women  and  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  have  been  recognized  by 
the  Displaced  Homemakers  Conference 
as  one  of  the  organization's  first  support¬ 
ers,  dealing  with  the  needs  and  concerns 
of  widowed  and  divorced  women,  many 
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United  Methodist  Women  circle  the  globe  with  love 

Hie  poster,  left,  bears  the  Statement  of  Purpose  in  both  Spanish  and  English,  while  the  demonstration  in  Washington,  D.C.,  1985,  center  photo,  including,  left  to  right, 
leaflets,  far  right,  provide  information  and  guidelines  about  the  organization  in  the  Virginia  S.  McGilbray  of  Wetumka,  Okla.,  Pat  Callbeck  Harper  of  Helena,  Mont.,  and 
Korean  language.  Many  United  Methodist  Women  took  part  in  the  Peace  Ribbon  Irene  Pierce  of  Largo,  Md. 


Africa  women  convene  assembly 


By  MARY  L.  HARVEY 

United  Methodist  Women  in  Zimbabwe 
will  host  the  first  Women’s  Assembly  in 
Africa  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe,  June  4-7. 

Gathered  under  the  theme  “Trans¬ 
formed  for  Service  —  Toward  Abundant 
Life  for  All,”  planners  envision  the  as¬ 
sembly  as  a  vehicle  for  widening  under¬ 
standing  of  issues  that  affect  women 
throughout  the  world,  an  opportunity  for 
strengthening  a  supportive  community, 
and  is  a  reflection  of  African  women’s 
attention  to  evangelism  and  theological 
growth. 

Delegates  to  the  assembly  will  include 


13  members  and  five  district  representa¬ 
tives  from  each  Annual  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Africa; 
five  Zimbabwe  Annual  Conference  offi¬ 
cers.  and  eight  representatives  from  the 
United  States. 

The  budget  for  the  assembly  equals 
50.000  U.S.  dollars,  with  major  funding 
raised  by  African  United  Methodist 
Women.  The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  World  Division  has  designated 
$20,000  toward  the  event. 

Meeting  at  the  University  of  Zimba¬ 
bwe.  delegates’  activities  will  include  Bi¬ 
ble  study,  lectures,  dramas, 


Faith  journey  expands  vision 


Continued  from  page  1 
supported  me.  That  is  so  important  in 
the  faith  journey.  They  may  not  agree 
with  me,  but  they  will  listen. 

What  sustains  me  at  such  times  are 
the  passages  from  Isaiah  58,  . .  you 

shall  be  called  the  repairer  of  the 
branch,”  and  from  Luke.  “The  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  is  upon  me . . .” 

I  answered  each  letter  in  longhand, 
taking  care  to  address  every  individual 
concern  expressed.  The  president  and 
staff  of  the  Women’s  Division  also  re¬ 
ceived  irate  letters  and  telephone  calls. 
Many  were  phrased  in  a  manner  that 
suggested  we  had  caused  the  difficulties 
of  the  U.S.  President.  The  general  reac¬ 
tion  was  a  common  one  to  many  actions 
of  the  division  —  often  viewed  as  “those 
crazy  women.” 

As  a  director  of  the  division  for  eight 
years,  I  had  numerous  occasions  to  speak 
in  support  of  our  actions.  The  Charter  on 
Racial  Justice  Policies  (see  story  on 
Page  2)  was  another  provocative  state¬ 
ment. 

I  recall  attending  our  conference 
meeting  where  we  were  studying  the 
Charter  with  an  eye  toward  ratifying  it. 
The  word  “sin"  was  included  in  one 
statement  as  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
we  fail  daily  in  our  relationships  with 
others.  Most  of  the  group  wanted  to  dis¬ 
claim  any  naming  of  racial  attitudes  as 
sinful.  As  banquet  speaker  later  that  day, 
I  read  from  the  prayer  of  confession  in 
the  communion  service,  asking  if  we  had 


read  it  sincerely  and  meaningfully  be¬ 
fore  partaking  of  the  elements  earlier. 

We  finally  ratified  the  Charter.  But  I 
would  not  have  been  able  to  handle  that 
attack  on  its  content  had  I  not  had  ample 
schooling  in  United  Methodist  Women. 
Not  just  Robert’s  Rules  of  Order,  but 
how  to  think  on  your  feet  on  the  way  to 
the  microphone  to  make  a  motion,  and 
various  ways  to  handle  conflict  comfort¬ 
ably.  The  people  you  meet,  for  example 
in  the  Schools  of  Mission,  are  a  learning 
ground  for  exposure  to  the  world. 

Probably  the  most  important  thing  I 
learned,  however,  is  that  direct  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  prayer  of  faith  and  the 
disci  pleship  of  action.  It  is  stressed 
wherever  we  as  representatives  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  find  ourselves  at 
home  or  abroad.  My  experiences  have 
served  to  broaden  my  vision  and  I  can 
celebrate  the  gifts  of  so  many  different 
people. 

Working  with  women  and  men  of  such 
wonderful  diversity,  learning  to  trust 
ideas  and  decisions,  studying  the  scrip¬ 
tures  and  the  church’s  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline,  reading  mountains  of  relevant 
materials,  and  getting  to  know  friends 
and  colleagues  from  across  the  world 
widens  horizons,  deepened  spirits  and  ex¬ 
pands  lives. 

The  journey  of  faith  never  ends. 

Florence  Isaacs  is  a  member  of  Medina 
United  Methodist  Church  and  United 
Methodist  Women,  Medina,  Texas. 


entertainment  and  sight-seeing.  There 
will  be  workshops  on  “Women  and  High¬ 
er  Education,”  “Women  and  Employ¬ 
ment”  and  “Care  of  the  Aged.” 

Mrs.  Avis  Chikwanha,  director  of 
women’s  work  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Zimbabwe,  said  she  views  the 
assembly  as  a  milestone  on  the  way  to 
alleviating  many  problems  that  affect 
women,  children  and  families  in  Africa. 

"The  assembly  represents  supportive 
community  in  its  broadest  sense,”  she 
said. 

Among  U.S.  board  personnel  attending 
the  event  will  be  Naomi  Christensen,  di¬ 
rector,  and  Adris  Salter,  staff  in  the 
Evanston  Region,  as  representatives  of 
the  Women’s  Division;  and  Janet  Kus- 
sart,  director,  and  Rose  Catchings  of 
World  Division  staff,  as  representatives 
of  World  Division. 

Mrs.  Catchings  has  served  as  a  consul¬ 
tant  to  the  planning  committee. 

Mary  L.  Harvey  is  a  member  of  Teaneck 
United  Methodist  Church  and  United 
Methodist  Women,  Teaneck,  NJ 


Response 


HAITI 


Response,  the  magazine  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women,  received  an  award  of  mer¬ 
it  for  this  March  1986  issue,  and  John  C. 
Goodwin,  an  award  for  the  cover  photo¬ 
graph. 


Come  along 

United  Methodist  Women  gather 
at  the  jurisdictional  level  every  four 
years  to  enjoy  fellowship,  receive 
program  information  and  partici¬ 
pate  in  part  of  the  nominating  pro¬ 
cess  involved  in  election  to  Women’s 
Division. 

The  next  quadrennial  meetings 
are  scheduled  for  Spring  1988.  The 
dates,  locations  and  themes  are: 

North  Central  —  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
"Celebremos”  April  8-10, 
Raddison  Hotel 

Northeastern  —  Baltimore,  Md. 
“Expanding  the  Vision”  April  8- 
10,  Convention  Center 
South  Central  —  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
"By  Faith  We  Journey”  April  8- 
10,  Camelot  Hotel 
Southeastern  —  Biloxi,  Miss. 
“Sojourners  . . .  New  Visions” 
April  7-10,  Gulf  Coast 
Convention  Center 
Western  —  San  Mateo,  Calif. 
“Design  for  the  Future”  March 
11-13,  Dunfey  Hotel 
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Vatican’s  top  ecumenist  indicates  validity  of  other  churches 
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By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 
In  carefully  worded  addresses  to  ecumenical 
gatherings  in  Atlanta,  Washington  and  New 
York,  the  head  of  the  Vatican’s  ecumenical  of¬ 
fice  appeared  to  express  a  new  openness  on  the 
part  of  Rome  to  recognizing  the  validity  of  other 
Christian  churches. 

Cardinal  Jan  Willebrands,  president  of  the  Sec¬ 
retariat  for  the  Promotion  of  Christian  Unity,  told 
U.S.  audiences  that  statements  on  the  nature  of 
the  church  drafted  by  the  Second  Vatican  Council 
and  promulgated  in  1964  by  Pope  Paul  VI,  proper¬ 
ly  interpreted,  indicate  that  the  church  encom¬ 
passes  more  than  Roman  Catholicism. 


Reviewing  discussions  that  led  to  the  writing  of 
the  Vatican  II  document  “Lumen  Gentium” 
("Light  of  All  Nations”),  the  cardinal  said  that  cer¬ 
tain  words  chosen  by  council  fathers  for  the  docu¬ 
ment,  written  in  Latin,  made  clear  that  though  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  possesses  "the  whole”  of 
what  is  needed  to  experience  the  fullness  of  the 
body  of  Christ  and  Christ’s  grace,  the  church 
"nonetheless  extends  beyond”  Catholicism. 

A  key  dispute  in  the  writing  of  the  document, 
said  the  cardinal,  centered  on  the  question  of 
whether  it  should  say  that  the  church  of  Christ  “is” 
(“est")  or  "subsists  in”  ("subsistit  in”)  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  The  decision  to  use  the  latter 
wording  had  ecumenical  significance,  he  said. 


A  knowledgeable  U.S.  ecumenist  told  RNS 
that  Cardinal  Willebrands  broke  new  ground  in 
his  U.S.  speeches,  implicitly  taking  issue  with 
Catholic  leaders  who  have  interpreted  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  Vatican  II  documents  more  narrowly. 

Cardinal  Willebrands  “is  trying  to  hold  the  vi¬ 
sion”  of  Christian  unity  "and  to  move  it  for¬ 
ward,”  said  Brother  Jeffrey  Gros,  a  Roman 
Catholic  theologian  who  heads  the  Faith  and  Or¬ 
der  Commission  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  in  New  York. 

“The  Catholic  Church  has  been  left,  little  by  lit¬ 
tle,  to  discover  not  only  that  the  baptism  (of  other 
Christian  churches)  is  valid  but  that  they  produce 
the  fruits  of  grace,”  Cardinal  Willebrands  told  au¬ 


diences  in  Washington  and  Atlanta. 

“With  the  passing  of  the  polemical  fever  of  the 
Counter-Reformation,  it  was  realized  that  in 
those  communities  there  is  an  evangelical  life 
that  can  have  no  other  sources  than  Christ  and 
his  spirit." 

Catholics  and  Protestants  recognize  that  in 
baptism  they  are  "united  in  Christ,"  he  said.  "It 
is  in  the  community— Lutheran.  Methodist,  Bap¬ 
tist  and  so  forth— that  grace  is  given.” 

“Whoever  belongs  to  Christ  belongs  to  the 
church,  and  hence  the  limits  of  the  church  are 
co-extensive  with  those  of  belonging  to  Christ,” 
he  said. 

Today,  the  church  “is  still  too  divided  to  speak 


fully  with  one  voice  on  the  problems  of  our 
day — peace,  development,  human  rights.  One 
speaks  with  one  tongue,  another  speaks  with  an¬ 
other  tongue.  That  touches  our  credibility  but 
also  our  love  for  humanity.” 

He  added,  however,  that  "the  Spirit  does  not 
cease  to  move  all  who  are  baptized  and  incorpo¬ 
rated  in  Christ  toward  full  unity.  The  church  of 
Christ  will  grow  in  unity  day  by  day  to  the  end  of 
the  ages.” 

Cardinal  Willebrands,  68,  a  native  of  the  Neth¬ 
erlands,  was  ordained  in  1934  and  began  his  ecu¬ 
menical  work  in  his  native  country  following 
World  War  II.  He  played  a  major  role  in  the 
drafting  of  documents  at  Vatican  II. 


Prize-winning  photog  faces  toughest  challenge  in  seminary 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Jim  Hubbard  was  a  United  Press  In¬ 
ternational  photojournalist  more  than  16 
years  and  a  member  of  the  White  House 
press  corps. 

He  drew  assignments  most  photojour¬ 
nalists  only  dream  about:  refugee  camps 
in  Thailand  and  Cambodia,  riots  in  De¬ 
troit,  the  1972  Olympic  Games  in  Munich 
and  the  terrorist  massacre  which  halted 
those  games,  and  presidential  cam¬ 
paigns. 

Now,  he  says,  he  faces  his  most  chal¬ 
lenging  assignment.  He  hopes  to  com¬ 
plete  all  requirements  for  a  master  of 
divinity  degree  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Wesley  Seminary  in  Washington  in 
1988,  then  combine  theological  back¬ 
ground  with  photojournalism  skills  in  a 
social-justice  program  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Specializes  in  homeless 

Photography  led  him  in  that  direction. 
Since  1982  he  has  photographed  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  homeless,  compiling  those  photos  in 
an  exhibit  called  “Portraits  of  the  Pow¬ 
erless.” 

In  fact,  he  became  so  engrossed  in  the 
problem  of  poverty  in  America  that  he 
entered  seminary  “to  gain  a  deeper  un¬ 
derstanding  of  human  suffering  from  a 
Christian  perspective. 

"When  I  began  working  for  UPI  in 
Washington,”  said  Mr.  Hubbard,  “I  was 
struck  by  the  stark  contrast  between  the 
homeless  figures  of  abject  poverty  and 
the  power  and  wealth  of  the  nation’s  cap¬ 
ital. 

“The  images  of  the  street  people  used 
to  say  to  me,  ‘Step  inside  the  pain  . . .  feel 
it;  come  and  walk  with  me.’  I  wanted  to 
step  deeper  into  those  issues,  so  I  used 
these  images  to  invite  people  to  step  into 
that  world.” 

Between  UPI  assignments  Mr.  Hub¬ 
bard  made  regular  trips  to  soup  lines, 
shelters  and  other  poverty  areas  of 


Washington  to  talk  to  homeless  people 
and  offer  them  help. 

Photos  raise  consciousness 

His  striking  photos  of,  for  example, 
government  officials  eating  lunch  as 
they  pass  a  woman  sleeping  on  the 
ground  in  the  winter  "raise  the  con¬ 
sciousness  of  power  brokers  on  Capitol 
Hill,”  said  Mr.  Hubbard. 

The  Rev.  Larry  Rasmussen  was  Mr. 
Hubbard's  faculty  advisor  during  the 
photographer’s  first  year  at  Wesley.  Dr. 
Rasmussen,  now  professor  of  social  eth¬ 
ics  at  Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
New  York,  said  he  noticed  that  Mr.  Hub¬ 
bard  showed  a  sensitivity  toward  his  sub¬ 
jects  unlike  that  of  most  photojournalists 
in  the  nation’s  capital. 

“Jim  wasn’t  pleased  with  just  taking 
pictures  at  UPI,  so  he  became  a  part- 
time  student  at  Wesley,”  said  Dr.  Ras¬ 
mussen.  “He  had  a  sense  of  justice  and 
the  ministry  of  the  church.  Jim  always 
finds  himself  on  the  side  of  those  that  are 
pushed  to  the  edge  of  society  because  he 
came  from  a  blue-collar  background  in 
Detroit.” 

In  1986  Mr.  Hubbard  left  UPI  to  study 
at  Wesley  fulltime.  He  also  became  an 
intern  at  the  Community  of  Hope  Center 
in  Washington,  a  non-profit  organization 
which  provides  shelter,  health  care,  food, 
clothing,  job  counseling  and  placement 
for  the  homeless. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Nees,  director  of  the 
center,  said  Mr.  Hubbard  gives  a  unique 
approach  to  urban  ministry  in  Washing¬ 
ton. 

“Jim  is  doing  two  things,"  he  said.  “He 
is  using  photojournalism  as  a  ministry 
and  then  using  his  theological  skills  to 
counsel  the  homeless  families  he  photo¬ 
graphs.  This  is  not  simply  a  vocation.  It 
is  an  intense,  spiritual  journey  for  him  to 
work  in  this  area.” 

Mr.  Hubbard’s  primary  responsibility 
at  the  center  is  directing  a  local  chapter 
in  the  nationally  known  drug  and  alco¬ 


holism  counseling  program,  Narcotics 
Anonymous.  He  said  he  started  the  nar¬ 
cotics  program  at  the  center  because  it 
was  only  by  the  grace  of  God  that  he 
didn’t  become  homeless,  too. 

“I  went  through  alcohol  treatment  11 
years  ago,”  said  Mr.  Hubbard.  "I  under¬ 
stand  alchoholics  and  drug  abusers  be¬ 
cause  I  will  admit  to  them  that  I 
personally  know  what  it  takes  to  get  off 
drugs  and  alchohol. 

“Many  people  don’t  want  to  admit  it, 
but  drinking  is  a  big  part  of  secular  jour¬ 
nalism.” 

For  several  years,  he  said,  traveling 
on  airplanes,  buses  and  trains  with  his 
colleagues  in  the  Washington  press 
meant  hours  of  heavy  drinking. 

Awards  don’t  stop  emptiness 

“Looking  back  at  that  so-called  award¬ 
winning  stuff  makes  you  realize  how 
empty  that  life  is,”  said  Mr.  Hubbard. 
“Some  people  may  be  led  to  a  path  of  al¬ 
cohol  abuse  because  they  can’t  keep  up 
in  those  journalism  careers.  No  matter 
how  many  awards  you  receive,  some¬ 
times  you  still  feel  unfulfilled,  like  ev¬ 
erything  you  do  isn’t  enough.” 

Although  he  didn’t  set  out  to  receive 
national  attention  with  his  photos  on  the 
homeless,  Mr.  Hubbard  was  asked  to  pre¬ 
sent  “Portraits  of  the  Powerless”  at  the 
National  Conference  of  State  Legisla¬ 
tures  in  Seattle  in  1985.  Then,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Institute  of  Architects  sponsored  the 
exhibit  in  Washington  during  their  con¬ 
ference  on  “Housing  the  Homeless.” 

Since  that  time,  the  homeless  exhibit 
has  been  presented  on  the  "CBS  Morning 
News”  and  in  the  “Washington  Post”  and 
“The  New  York  Times.  He  also  has  du¬ 
plicate  sets  of  the  exhibit  at  churches 
and  galleries  across  the  country. 

In  addition,  photos  from  the  exhibit 
were  nominated  for  the  Pulitzer  Prize 
for  photography  and  won  awards  in  the 
White  House  News  Photographers  Asso¬ 
ciations  annual  competition.  His  winning 


photos  from  1985  and  1986  will  be  dis¬ 
played  at  the  Library  of  Congress  in 
Washington  this  year. 

He  is  compiling  his  photos  for  publica¬ 
tion  in  a  book  on  the  homeless  in  Ameri¬ 
ca.  Proceeds  from  the  publication  will  go 


UMC  central  treasury  holds  line 
on  proposed  four-year  increases 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

SKOKIE,  Ill.— The  United  Methodist 
central  treasury  agency  is  staying  with 
the  tough  budget  course  it  set  six  months 
ago. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  voted  May  14  to  hold  the 
denomination’s  general-program  agen¬ 
cies  to  a  combined  annual  budget  in¬ 
crease  of  3.1  percent  for  1989-1992. 

Council  members  unanimously  voted  a 
four-year  total  of  $150  million  for  those 
seven  agencies,  about  $41  million  less 
than  initially  requested  by  or  for  those 
agencies. 

Strain  to  hold  down  budgets 

"Across  the  connection,"  said  Garland 
K.  Carver,  a  United  Methodist  layman 
and  a  bank  consultant  from  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  “we  are  under  the  greatest  strain 
to  hold  budgets  down  of  any  time  in  my 
memory.” 

Mr.  Carver  is  a  member  of  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  task  force  which  recommended  the 
allocation  for  the  program  agencies. 

Last  December  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  had  placed 
a  $400  million  “cap”  on  what  it  would 
recommend  as  apportioned  "askings” 
from  local-church  giving  during  1989-92. 
This,  in  turn,  set  the  stage  for  the  $150 
million  dollar  lid  for  the  general-pro¬ 
gram  agencies. 

The  other  $250  million  includes  such 
items  as  the  Black  College  Fund  at  ap¬ 
proximately  $8  million  per  year,  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  at  more  than 
$20  million  per  year,  and  the  Episcopal 
Fund  at  $7  million  per  year. 

Last  week’s  actions  are  expected  to  be 
fine-tuned  when  the  finance  agency  meets 
in  December  1987.  Final  decisions  will  be 
made  by  the  1988  General  Conference. 


All  of  last  week’s  actions  were  set 
against  the  somber  backdrop  of  tough 
economic  straits  faced  by  congregations 
in  many  communities  across  the  nation. 

"We  are  all  aware  of  changing  finan¬ 
cial  conditions,”  Bishop  James  Thomas 
(East  Ohio  Area)  said  at  the  opening  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  council. 

"What  hasn’t  changed,”  he  said,  “are 
the  growing  needs  of  the  church.” 

Bishop  Thomas  is  president  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  which  co¬ 
ordinates  the  work  of  the  church’s  gener¬ 
al-program  agencies. 

'Cap’  proposal  draws  concern 

Presidents  of  the  church’s  general 
agencies,  including  seven  bishops,  sent  a 
brief  statement  May  8  expressing  “deep 
concern”  that  the  budget  cap  being  rec¬ 
ommended  by  the  finance  council  could 
“seriously  limit  our  agencies’  ability  to 
provide  the  ministries  the  church  re¬ 
quires  of  us  as  we  play  our  part  in  rekin¬ 
dling  the  flame  of  United  Methodism.” 

The  $150  million  proposed  for  the  pro¬ 
gram  agencies  is  designed  to  include  in 
the  budgetary  “mainstream”  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  current  separately  funded  offi¬ 
cial  missional  priority— Developing  and 
Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  (EMLC). 

Specifically,  $12  million  was  erased  as 
a  separate  missiona  1-priority  line  item 
and  lumped  into  the  $150  million  pro¬ 
gram  agencies’  budget  without  defining 
an  exact  portion  each  agency  should  use 
for  the  “mainstreaming”  process. 

However,  the  program  boards  “have 
made  it  very  clear”  that  they  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  continuing  the  missional  prior¬ 
ity  thrust  regardless  of  how  that  thrust  is 
financed,  said  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke, 
the  GCFA  general  secretary. 

Several  members  of  the  council  had 


6  Gay ’-lesbian  caucus  plans 
no  church-law  change  push 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— United  Methodism's  un¬ 
official  caucus  for  gay-lesbian  concerns 
doesn’t  plan  to  push  any  changes  in  church 
laws  affecting  homosexuals  next  year. 

Instead  members  of  Affirmation  said 
during  a  recent  meeting  that  they  would 
serve  as  resources  for  others  planning 
resolutions  and  legislation  for  the  1988 
General  Conference,  the  denomination’s 
highest  legislative  assembly. 

Legislative  proposals  are  expected  on 
such  subjects  as  the  response  to  acquired 
immune  deficiency  syndrome  (AIDS)  pa¬ 
tients  and  the  ordination  of  homosexuals. 

"Our  approach  for  General  Confer¬ 
ence  will  be  that  of  a  witnessing  pres¬ 
ence,”  said  the  Rev.  Morris  Floyd, 


Minneapolis,  a  spokesman  for  the  cau¬ 
cus.  “It’s  up  to  members  of  general  agen¬ 
cies  and  other  policy-making  groups  to 
prod  the  church’s  consciousness. 

“AIDS  raises  issues  of  ministry  and 
healing  that  must  involve  the  whole 
church.  It’s  not  just  our  agenda.” 

Several  general  agencies  have,  in  fact, 
taken  first  steps  toward  dealing  with 
AIDS. 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
took  action  last  fall  to  develop  a  re¬ 
source  packet  for  local  church  ministries 
to  AIDS  patients  and  their  families.  The 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
and  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  have  made  statements  supporting 
human  and  civil  rights  for  AIDS  patients. 


to  the  Community  of  Hope  Center. 

Mr.  Nees  observed,  "He  gave  up  a  lu¬ 
crative  career  and  he's  taking  quite  a 
leap  of  faith  beginning  a  career  in  the 
ministry,  not  sure  where  it  will  take  him, 
whether  is  be  parish  ministry  or  commu¬ 


nity  work." 

Dr.  Rasmussen  said,  “All  this  would 
not  have  happened  if  Jim  had  only  been 
working  for  UPI  or  if  he  had  been  just  a 
student  at  Wesley  Seminary.  It  happened 
because  he  wanted  to  do  both.” 


worried  that  it  might  be  difficult  to  ex¬ 
plain  why  the  denomination  was  budget¬ 
ing  $3  million  a  year  to  fund  a 
program— EMLC— which  is  scheduled  to 
be  discontinued  in  1988. 

Africa  school  proposal  remains 

The  only  topic  emerging  at  last  week's 
meeting  as  a  candidate  for  a  new  major 
churchwide  thrust  is  a  possible  $20-mil- 
lion  apportionment  to  start  a  UM-related 
university  in  Africa. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  has  requested  creation 
of  that  fund,  which  would  seek  $5  million 
per  year  between  1989  and  1992. 

That  funding,  if  approved,  would  be 
outside  the  proposed  $400  million  cap. 

Dr.  Droke,  the  denomination’s  general 
treasurer,  termed  the  proposal  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  UM-related  university  on  another 
continent,  Africa,  “historic.” 

The  task  force  reviewing  the  African 
university  project  will  send  at  least  one 
of  its  members— likely  chairperson 
Kathryn  Carroll,  a  laywoman  from  Wal¬ 
nut  Creek  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Walnut  Creek,  Calif.— to  a  meeting  of 
the  committee  working  on  the  African- 
school  proposal  Aug.  11-14  in  Zimbabwe. 

A  site  selection  committee  has  recom¬ 
mended  Old  Mutare  United  Methodist 
Center  (formerly  Old  Umtali  Methodist 
Mission)  150  miles  east  of  Harare,  Zim¬ 
babwe’s  capital  city,  as  the  location  for 
the  new  university  (see  UMR,  Feb.  6). 

Mrs.  Carroll  said  the  eight-member 
task  force  discussing  the  university  pro¬ 
posal  will  hold  a  called  meeting  Oct.  21 
to  review  the  Africa  project’s  develop¬ 
ment  plans,  including  those  forged  at  the 
Aug.  11-14  meeting. 

A  decision  whether  to  recommend 
funding  the  project  is  expected  to  be 
made  at  the  October  meeting,  Mrs.  Car- 
roll  said. 

Evangelism  emphasis  possible 

C.  David  Lundquist,  general  secretary 
of  the  church’s  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  said  his  agency  intends  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  General  Conference  that  a 
“quadrennial  theme”  of  evangelism  be 
adopted  for  the  1989-1992  period  instead 
of  a  missional  priority.  No  price  tag  was 
suggested  for  the  proposed  theme. 

In  last  week’s  tentative  budget  pro¬ 
cess,  “purely  speculative”  figures 
showed  an  annual  increase  of  about  4.1 
percent  for  each  year  of  the  coming  qua- 
drennium— or  17.52  percent  for  the  four- 
year  period. 

The  total  increase  in  apportioned 
funds— including  the  pending  Africa  uni¬ 
versity  project— would  be  about  4.7  per¬ 
cent  per  year  throughout  the 
quadrennium. 

The  final  meeting  for  the  treasury 
agency  prior  to  General  Conference  will 
be  Dec.  1-4  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 


WASHINGTON— Homeless  people  are  the  favorite  subjects  of  former  United  Press  International  photographer 
Jim  Hubbard.  But  he  says  he  faces  his  greatest  challenge  in  his  new  role  as  a  student  at  UM-related  Wesley  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Washington. 


PHOTO  BY  JIM  HUBBARD 


Use  of  armed  force  backed 
in  South  African  liberation 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LUSAKA,  Zambia— The  root  cause  of 
human  suffering  in  Southern  Africa  is 
the  South  African  government,  with  its 
policy  of  internal  white  domination  and 
the  military  destabilization  of  its  neigh¬ 
bors,  concluded  17  North  American 
church  leaders  at  a  meeting  in  Lusaka  in 
early  May. 

The  only  United  Methodist  present 
was  the  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Agne,  program 
staff  member  of  the  Northern  Illinois  Con¬ 
ference  and  a  member  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Program  to  Combat  Racism 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

In  the  context  of  Southern  Africa  to¬ 
day,  the  North  Americans  concluded  that 
“our  churches  must  side  with  the  libera¬ 
tion  movements.  The  debate  over  vio¬ 
lence  or  non-violence  is  not  an  issue  to 
those  whose  children  are  taken  in  the 
night  or  gunned  down  indiscriminately 
as  they  play  in  the  schoolyard.’  ” 

Mr.  Agne  added,  “The  violence  and 
torture  being  used  by  the  South  African 
government  against  all  ages  has  given 
the  liberation  movements  no  choice  but 
to  use  armed  struggle  in  response.” 

Affirmation  of  the  right  of  the  peoples 
of  Namibia  and  South  Africa  to  secure 
justice  and  peace  through  liberation 
movements  was  one  of  eight  planks  in 
the  "Lusaka  Statement”  issued  by  150 
representatives  of  churches  in  Western 
Europe,  Africa  and  North  America,  and 
people  from  Namibia  and  South  Africa. 

The  statement  said:  “While  remaining 
committed  to  peaceful  change,  we  recog¬ 
nize  that  the  nature  of  the  South  African 
regime  . . .  compels  the  movements  to 
the  use  of  force  along  with  other  means 
to  end  oppression.” 

Churches  and  the  international  com¬ 
munity  are  asked  to  find  ways  "to  give 
this  affirmation  practical  effect”  and  to 
strengthen  their  contacts  with  the  libera¬ 
tion  movements. 


Other  points  included  support  for 
Front  Line  states,  where  refugees  have 
fled  to  escape  violence;  a  call  for  imple¬ 
mentation  of  U.N.  Resolution  435  on  Na¬ 
mibian  independence;  immediate  and 
comprehensive  sanctions  and  publicity 
for  and  assistance  to  imprisoned  persons, 
torture  victims,  those  on  trial  and  those 
under  sentence  of  death. 


OXFORD  WINTER  STUDY 
JANUARY  1-18,  1988 
Mansfield  Seminar  in  International 
Ministries  under  the  auspices 
of  Iliff  and  Andover  Newton 
“Worship:  Context  for  Mission" 
Lecturers:  Walter  Hollenweger.  Prof  Univ.  of 
Birmingham;  Marcella  Hoesl,  Dean.  Selly  Oak  Col 
leges;  Brian  Wren.  Hymnwriter  and  Educator.  Mi¬ 
chael  Nazir  Ah.  Bishop  of  Rahwind.  Pakistan 
Sites:  Oxford  Univ  Coventry  Cathedral;  Selly 
Oak  Colleges;  Kenilworth,  excursions 

Academic  and  C  E  U  Credits  Available 
Cost  $955  tor  full  program 
Contact:  D  J  Rudalevige.  210  Herrick  Rd 
Newton  Centre.  Mass  02159 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES;  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance 

$50  00  FOR  EACH  ACCEPTED  SLIDE  OR  PRINT 
in  the  following  categories:  labor,  sports.  Ameri¬ 
cana.  lovers,  humor,  fun.  beauty,  babies,  children, 
happiness  in  old  age.  slums,  good  home,  race  preju¬ 
dice.  racial  harmony,  overcoming  handicaps,  inspi¬ 
rational  Christ,  victorious  Christian  life,  the 
worship  of  God  Include  stamped  addressed  enve¬ 
lope  for  return  of  unused  pictures  or  check  Kraft 
Enterprises.  1516  Hinman  Avenue,  Suite  801.  Evans¬ 
ton.  IL  60201 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  A  1. 300-member  church 
for  full-time  Director  of  Music  and  Youth  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable  First  United  Methodist  Church.  PO  Box 
626.  Carlsbad.  NM  88221 .  Phone  (505)  885-3142  1 

DYNAMIC  AUSTIN.  TEXAS  FUMC  seeks  healthy, 
open,  outgoing  person  to  direct  ministries  for 
youth  and  their  families  State  capitol.  state  uni¬ 
versity.  highland  lake  hill  country  Unusual  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Clergy  or  lay.  salary  negotiable.  Open  June 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Resource  Development 
Manager  to  direct  retail  clothing  and  craft  stores, 
laundromat,  and  wholesale  craft  operations  Business 
experience  required  Contact  Red  Bird  Mission,  UC 

69.  Box  575.  Beverly,  KY  40913  (606)  337-3300. 

1666.  Austin.  TX  78767  1 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  ministries 
needed  Live  youth  group  Strong  parental  and 
church  support  Send  resume  to  First  UMC,  1501 
Sycamore.  Clovis.  NM  88101 

COME  STAY  AT  OUR  PLACE  in  the  majestic  Colo¬ 
rado  Rockies.  Camps-Retreats-Work  Camps-Fam- 
ily  Events.  Sam  Leonard,  Rocky  Mountain 
Associate  Council  Director  A)  Templed  Hills  Camp 
and  Retreat  Center.  Box  38.  Woodland  Park.  CO 
80866.  (303)  687-9038.  Kevin  Witt  Director  B)  Buck- 
horn  Camp.  2120  West  County  Rd  »41.  Bellvue.  CO 
80512.  303  484-2508.  Rich  Henderson;  Manager 

LAKEFRONT  COTTAGE  ON  FISHING  LAKE  in 
Pocono  Mts  Pennsylvania  Sleeps  four  Equipped 
Boat  $195  week  Frank  Kooker.  163  Maple  St., 
Lexington.  MA  02173  (617)  861-8378 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  GROWTH  Full-time 
person  needed  to  coordinate  evangelistic  outreach 
efforts  of  a  suburban  Philadelphia  church.  Salary 
negotiable  Position  available  July  1  Send  inquiry 
to  United  Methodist  Church.  314  Levering  Mill 
Road.  Bala  Cvnwyd.  PA  19004 

1.000-MEMBER  CHURCH  HAS  AN  OPENING  for 
the  position  of  Director  of  Christian  Education  and 
Youth  Activities  Please  send  inquiries  to  Search 
Committee.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  422 
South  Magnolia.  Palestine.  TX  75801 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  PRESCHOOL  Day 
Care  program  for  3.700-member  church  in  N.E.  Okla¬ 
homa  Desire  professional  education  and  experience 
Salary  negotiable  Position  open  this  fall  Call  Senior 
Associate  Minister  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 

for  dynamic  suburban  central  Florida  church  In¬ 
volves  full  range  of  responsibilities  in  youth  minis¬ 
try  to  grades  6-12.  Bachelor's  degree  in  Christian 
education  or  equivalent  degree  in  youth-related 
field  required  Three  to  five  years  of  full-time  ex¬ 
perience  in  youth  ministry  preferred  Salary  low 
to  mid  20's  Submit  resume  by  June  19  to  Sanlando 
United  Methodist  Church.  1890  West  State  Road 
434.  Longwood.  FL  32750 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  A  1.300-member 
church  for  full-time  Director  of  Education  Salary 
negotiable  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.0 
Box  626.  Carlsbad.  NM  88221.  Phone  (505)  885-3142 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS’’  Worship  at  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Classes  9:30  a.m 
Worship  11  00  a  m.  (504)488-0856 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view.  Com- 
plelelv  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks  Winter  availability  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel 
ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs.  Ark'  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool,  $7  50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
all  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today' 

1138,  Waynesville.  NC  28786  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507 

LOSERS  WANTED'  Overweight  people  who  seri¬ 
ously  want  to  lose  weight  quickly,  safely  First  150 
gel  immediate  supply  100 '7  money  back  guarantee 
Please  call  (303)  934-3068  immediately. 
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Members  set  UMC  model  as 
self-contractors  on  building 
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By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Members  of  Ramona  United  Methodist 
Church  formally  opened  the  doors  of 
their  new  church  building  this  month. 

What's  new  about  that?  The  main  dif¬ 
ference  is  it  was  built  almost  entirely  by 
the  members  themselves. 

The  Rev.  Wayne  Walters,  pastor  of  the 
church  35  miles  outside  of  San  Diego, 
Calif.,  said  the  3,600-square-foot  multi¬ 
purpose  building  was  consecrated  on 
Sunday,  May  17— one  year  since  the  con¬ 
gregation  broke  ground  on  Pentecost 
Sunday,  May  18, 1986. 

Mr.  Walters  said  the  sanctuary  will 
seat  150,  just  the  right  size  for  the  135- 
member  congregation. 

“But  we  had  our  first  communion  ser¬ 
vice  on  the  first  Sunday  in  May,  and  it 
was  standing  room  only  that  day.  Some 
children  had  to  sit  on  the  floor,”  he  said. 

“Everyone  in  the  community  is  so 
proud  of  this  church  because  the  mem¬ 
bers  built  it  with  their  own  hands.” 

The  Ramona  church  is  the  first  in  a  se¬ 
ries  of  churches  being  built  by  United 
Methodist  Regional  Construction  Ser¬ 
vices,  Inc.  The  program  is  sponsored 
jointly  by  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  Congregational  Development 
Unit  and  by  two  annual  conferences — 
California-Nevada  and  California-Pacif¬ 
ic. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Gallen, 
staff  executive  of  the  Global  Ministries 
board’s  congregational  development  of¬ 
fice  in  New  York,  the  new  construction- 
services  ministry  provides  consultation 
to  congregations  in  the  west.  They,  in 
turn,  act  as  owner/builder  for  their  own 
facilties. 

“We  thought  of  this  project  because 
most  contractors  wanted  to  do  the  work 


themselves,  and  the  churches  couldn’t  af¬ 
ford  it,”  said  Mr.  Gallen.  “So  we  said, 
‘Let’s  try  a  new  way  and  get  a  contractor 
who  likes  to  work  with  volunteers.’  ’’ 

Harold  Campbell,  a  part-time  minister 
of  music  for  Hope  United  Methodist 
Church  in  San  Diego,  was  asked  to  serve 
as  director  for  United  Methodist  Region¬ 
al  Construction  Services,  Inc. 

A  licensed  general  contractor,  Mr. 
Campbell  said  that  only  electrical, 
mechnical,  dry-wall  and  heat  installation 
were  done  by  sub-contractors.  The  rest 
was  done  by  volunteers,  including  mem¬ 
bers  of  neighboring  United  Methodist 
churches. 

“When  we  asked  around  the  church 
who  would  have  the  time  and  ability  to 
assist  in  building  the  new  church,  we 
found  a  wealth  of  experience  in  our  re¬ 
tired  members,”  said  Mr.  Campbell. 

“We  didn’t  know  it  at  the  time,  but  we 
even  had  a  person  attending  the  church 
who  was  a  retired  contractor.” 

Mr.  Walters  said  A1  Haynes,  who  lived 
across  the  street  from  the  church,  owned 
a  tractor,  a  trencher,  and  power  trowel 
to  pour  cement.  Mr.  Haynes,  60,  also  a 
cabinetmaker,  donated  his  time  and  tal¬ 
ents  to  designing  the  entire  altar  area. 

“A1  had  some  oak  in  his  workshop  and 
volunteered  to  make  the  choir  stands  and 
the  lecterns,”  said  his  wife,  Marge 
Haynes.  “From  that  evolved  the  baptis¬ 
mal  font,  the  pulpit  and  the  altar. 

“Later,  a  member.  Bob  House,  came 
over  and  did  a  lot  of  the  sanding,  var¬ 
nishing,  and  staining  of  the  wood  for  the 
kitchen  cabinets  and  all  the  furniture  for 
the  pastor’s  study.  Bob  and  A1  also  com¬ 
pleted  all  the  bookshelves  in  the  pastor’s 
office,”  she  said. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  the  high  energy  dis¬ 
played  by  volunteers  at  Ramona  UMC 


inspired  local  businesses  in  the  San  Die¬ 
go  area  to  assist  in  the  project.  Compa¬ 
nies  donated  some  heavy  equipment  such 
as  the  tandem  gravel  truck  for  hauling 
fill,  the  highway  grader  for  site  work, 
and  the  back  hoe  for  digging  the  utility 
trenches. 

“We  had  a  young  fellow  who  thought 
there  was  a  contractor’s  job  available, 
but  we  told  him  that  this  was  a  volunteer 
project,”  said  Mr.  Campbell. 

"He  watched  us  for  a  while  and  later 
said  he  didn’t  have  anything  else  to  do  so 
he  assisted  in  putting  up  the  top  beam  for 
the  roof.  That  fellow  and  others  worked  in 
the  rain  all  day.  That’s  the  kind  of  dedica¬ 
tion  we  had  on  this  project." 

Mr.  Campbell  said  he  has  found  the 
church  construction  project  to  be  "a 
great  lay  ministry,  because  of  the  dedi¬ 
cation  and  concern  people  have  for  their 
churches.” 


ivmnuixA,  V/Uin.  ^nurcn  wans  start  going  up  as  volunteers  put  muscle  behind  their  faith  at  Ramona  UMC. 
Church  members  served  as  their  own  self-contractors  on  the  new  building,  saving  money  and  building  a  sense  of 
pride  simultaneously.  & 


For  one  family,  church  building’s  a  love  affair 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Building  the  Ramona  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  (see  related  story)  was  a  fam¬ 
ily  affair  for  many  members,  including 
the  family  of  Troy  and  Edna  Reese. 

Mr.  Reese  said  when  he  and  his  wife 
moved  to  Ramona  they  had  been  active 
United  Methodists  for  over  23  years. 
They  were  disappointed  to  find  that  the 
only  church  in  Ramona  was  Congrega¬ 
tional  (United  Church  of  Christ.) 

“We  attended  that  church  for  a  while, 
but  we  were  anxious  to  see  the  United 
Methodist  conference  (California-Pacif¬ 
ic)  establish  a  church  in  our  town,”  said 
Mrs.  Reese. 

They  became  charter  members  in  1979 


with  52  other  people  meeting  in  a  Mason¬ 
ic  hall.  But  their  goal  was  not  complete, 
she  said,  until  they  could  have  their  own 
church  building  in  a  town  with  just  one 
other  church. 

The  75-year-old  Mr.  Reese,  his  son-in- 
law  Winston  Wade,  50,  and  his  grandson- 
in-law,  Dan  Scherer,  25,  all  worked 
side-by-side  during  the  entire  building 
project. 

“Winston  is  into  landscaping,  and  Dan 
is  in  construction,  so  they  really  did  their 
share  in  giving  the  church  expert  help,” 
said  Mr.  Reese. 

"My  wife  cooked  meals  for  the  work¬ 
ers  and  helped  the  other  women  raise  the 
building  fund  money  selling  dinners.  And 


my  daughter,  Joyce,  and  granddaughter, 
Collen,  planted  a  tree  in  memory  of  my 
great-granddaughter  in  front  of  the 
church. 

“I  did  whatever  I  could— plumbing, 
landscaping,  construction,  or  just  getting 
supplies  for  the  work  crews.  It  was  hard 
work,  but  it’s  been  a  thrill  to  see  the 
completed  job,”  he  said. 

The  church’s  contractor,  Harold 
Campbell  of  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
gional  Construction  Services,  said  Mr. 
Scherer  was  such  an  asset  to  the  project 
that  he  asked  him  to  share  his  lay  wit¬ 
ness  with  other  churches. 

“I  saw  what  quality  of  an  individual 
Dan  Scherer  was  and  I  asked  him  to  be 


my  lead  carpenter  and  floating  foreman 
for  the  next  four  churches,”  said  Mr. 
Campbell. 

“Dan  will  be  paid  as  a  sub-contractor 
by  each  congregation.  He  will  be  in 
charge  when  I  am  away  working  on  oth¬ 
er  church  buildings,  because  we  plan  to 
do  several  at  one  time  this  summer,”  he 
said. 

Mr.  Campbell  said  next  churches  un¬ 
der  construction  are  Sitka  UMC  in  the 
Alaska  Missionary  conference;  Ever¬ 
green  Valley  in  the  California-Nevada 
conference  and  Chollas  View  and  Mur¬ 
rieta  UM  churches  in  the  California-Pa¬ 
cific  conference. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Network-affiliate  manager  labels 
televangelists  ‘new  breed  of  cat’ 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

Dave  Lane  describes  himself  as  “a 
Baptist,  but  not  enough  of  one  to  hurt 
anybody.” 

He’s  also  a  TV  station  manager  in  the 
nation’s  eighth  largest  market  (Dallas- 
Fort  Worth),  and  he  says  he  sometimes 
thinks  his  job  would  be  easier  if  he  were 
not  a  Christian. 

“But  I  am  a  Christian,”  he  added,  “and 
some  of  what  is  on  television  offends 
me.” 

Unlike  most  Christians,  he’s  in  position 
to  do  something  about  it  directly. 

Mr.  Lane  gained  national  attention  eight 
years  ago  when  he  temporarily  pulled  the 
James  Robison  evangelistic  program  off 
his  station  (ABC-affiliated  WFAA-TV)  be¬ 
cause  of,  among  other  things,  the  evange¬ 
list’s  repeated  attacks  on  homosexuals 
without  opportunity  for  response. 

Last  spring  he  again  stood  in  the  spot¬ 
light  for  refusing  to  broadcast  condom 
ads  and  for  refusing  to  air  Oral  Roberts’ 
emotional  plea  for  money  for  his  univer¬ 
sity’s  medical  outreach  program  “or  God 
will  call  me  home.” 

The  Roberts  decision  caused  a  particular 
stir  at  the  time  because  the  evangelist’s  or¬ 
ganization  was  paying  $5,000  per  week  for 
its  half  hour  on  Mr.  Lane’s  station. 

Mr.  Lane  told  a  United  Methodist  com¬ 
munications  seminar  in  Dallas  May  8 
that  ABC  executives  at  their  meeting  in 
June  are  going  to  have  to  discuss  "what 


do  we  do  with  this  new  breed  of  cat  (tele¬ 
vision  evangelists)  we  have  created?” 

His  address  was  a  highlight  of  the  first 
training  event  sponsored  by  the  new 
UMR  Institute  for  Church  Communica¬ 
tions.  In  what  is  expected  to  be  a  regular 
pattern  for  UMR  Institute-sponsored 
events,  the  seminar  was  co-sponsored  by 
the  North  Texas  conference  Commission 
on  Communications. 

It  also  was  described  as  a  model  for 
church  communications  training  events, 
bringing  together,  as  it  did,  leaders  from 
both  public  and  religious  media. 

Mr.  Lane,  a  wiry  redhead  who  majored 
in  drama  at  Baylor  University,  kept  his 
United  Methodist  audience  in  an  uproar 
as  he  caricatured  first  one  TV  preacher 
and  then  another. 

His  most  pertinent  message  to  the 
United  Methodists,  though,  was,  “We 
don’t  hear  enough  from  you  educated,  ar¬ 
ticulate,  thoughtful  church  people.” 

Mr.  Lane  advised  United  Methodists 
who  want  to  influence  television  news 
and  programming  to:  (1)  get  to  know  the 
people  at  your  local  stations;  (2)  provide 
the  station  with  story  ideas,  particularly 
ideas  for  human-interest  features;  and  (3) 
make  sure  your  story  idea  would  be  of 
general  interest. 

The  ABC-affiliate  general  manager 
expressed  clear  concern  about  the  con¬ 
tent  of  daytime  television. 

“It’s  out  of  control,”  he  admitted,  “and 
it  reflects  the  values  of  a  bunch  of  de¬ 


mented  people  on  the  East  coast  and 
West  coast.  It’s  not  a  mirror  of  the  soci¬ 
ety  I  live  in.” 

Mr.  Lane  acknowledged  that  not  all  TV 
station  managers  agree  with  his  views  and 
also  said  “I  can’t  force  it  to  change.” 

Further,  he  predicted  more  "raunch” 
for  daytime  TV,  caused  in  part  by  unreg¬ 
ulated  cable  TV  systems  running  uncut 
versions  of  R-rated  movies  and  commer¬ 
cial  TV  networks  changing  their  pro¬ 
gramming  to  meet  this  competition. 

The  two-day  seminar  also  featured 
Larry  Tarleton,  executive  editor  of  the 
“Dallas  Times  Herald.” 

Mr.  Tarleton  said  he  had  attended  a 
recent  Associated  Press  Managing  Edi¬ 
tors  association  session  on  coverage  of 
religion.  He  distinguished  between 
“church  news”  (announcements,  etc.)  and 
“religion  news”  (Middle  East,  Northern 
Ireland,  Praise  the  Lord  club,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  etc.). 

He  said  church  news  doesn’t  have  high 
readership  “but  it’s  an  important  reader- 
ship.”  He  also  introduced  his  newspa¬ 
per’s  new  religion  writer,  Diane  Winston, 
and  pledged  increased  attention  to  reli¬ 
gion  as  news  by  the  “Times  Herald.” 

In  addition  to  the  two  speakers,  the 
seminar  featured  seven  presentations 
ranging  from  communications  theory  to 
press  releases  and  four  hours  of  hands-on 
workshops  in  public  relations,  newspa¬ 
per/newsletter  production,  and  electron¬ 
ic  media  skills. 
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DALLAS— Winding  up  as  if  to  deliver  a  knockout  punch  to  the  TV  set,  WFAA-TV  General  Manager  Dave  Lane 
instead  delivered  a  verbal  punch  against  television  evangelists.  He  was  a  featured  speaker  at  the  first  seminar 
sponsored  recently  by  the  new  UMR  Institute  for  Church  Communications. 


the  church  today 


Catholic  order  to  present 
Pax  Christi  award  to  Outler 

COLLEGEVILLE,  Minn.  (UMR)— The 
Rev.  Albert  C.  Outler,  professor  emeri¬ 
tus  at  Southern  Methodist  University’s 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  will  receive 
the  Roman  Catholic  Benedictine  order’s 
international  Pax  Christi  Award  May  24. 

Dr.  Outler  will  be  the  34th  recipient 
and  the  first  from  the  Wesleyan  tradi¬ 
tion. 

The  award,  first  given  in  1963,  honors 
those  whose  lives  exemplify  the  ancient 
order’s  ideals.  Among  those  are  to  be  “of 
strong  and  living  faith,  unalterably  de¬ 
voted  to  God  and  His  Church.” 

Deadline  extended  for  selection 
of  ‘Protestant  Hour’  preacher 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— The  application 
deadline  for  1989  speaker  on  the  “Protes¬ 
tant  Hour”  has  been  extended  to  July  15. 

Officials  at  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications  said  they  had  not  allowed 
enough  time  for  applications  between 
announcement  of  the  1989  selection  pro¬ 
cess  and  the  original  April  10  deadline. 

Ordained  ministers  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Northeastern,  North  Central  and 
Western  jurisdictions  are  eligible  to  en¬ 
ter  the  competition.  The  winner  will 
preach  for  12  weeks  in  1989  on  the  na¬ 
tional  radio  program. 

Alaska  UM-related  school 
president  to  retire 

ANCHORAGE.  Alaska  (UMR)— The 
Rev.  Glenn  Olds,  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  who  led  Alaska  Pacific  University 
in  eight  years  from  a  $5  million  deficit  to 
a  $46  million  endowment,  told  the  annual 
board  of  trustees  meeting  in  early  May 
that  he  will  retire  this  year. 


This  year’s  graduating  class  had  125 
members.  The  year  Dr.  Olds  took  the 
presidency  the  school  had  six. 

Dr.  Olds,  66,  ran  unsuccessfully  last 
fall  for  the  U.S.  Senate.  His  public  ser¬ 
vice  includes  being  U.S.  ambassador  to 
the  United  Nations  and  a  consult  to  Pres¬ 
idents  Eisenhower,  Kennedy,  Johnson 
and  Nixon.  He  said  he  had  no  immediate 
plans  for  the  future. 

The  APU  board  appointed  a  presiden¬ 
tial  search  committee  with  hopes  of 
naming  a  successor  to  Dr.  Olds  by  Sept. 
30. 

United  Methodist  history 
essay  winner  named 

MADISON,  N.J.  (UMNS)— A  student  at 
United  Theological  Seminary,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  Steven  R.  Cartwright,  has  been 
awarded  first  prize  in  a  national  compe¬ 
tition  for  essays  in  United  Methodist  his¬ 
tory. 

Mr.  Cartwright’s  manuscript  on  “The 
Benighted  and  the  Brethren:  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Methodist  World-View  of  the  1830s” 
was  chosen  as  the  best  entry  in  the  John 
Harrison  Ness  competition  sponsored  by 
the  church’s  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  here.  The  Rev.  Charles  Yri- 
goyen  Jr.,  general  secretary  of  the  com¬ 
mission,  said  the  first  prize  carries  an 
award  of  $300. 

Relief  official  criticizes 
new  immigration  law 

NEW  YORK  (UMR)— An  official  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  has  sharply  criticized  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment’s  program  to  give  legal 
protection  to  people  who  have  illegally 
entered  the  country. 


Lilia  Fernandez  said  that  the  Immi¬ 
gration  Reform  and  Control  Act  of  1986 
“is  a  short-sighted  and  contradictory  law 
. . .  that  rejects  and  penalizes  innocent 
human  beings  or  perceives  them  as  raw 
labor  at  the  service  of  economic  produc¬ 
tivity.” 

Ms.  Fernandez  said  the  law  will  ex¬ 
clude  large  numbers  of  immigrants  be¬ 
cause  of  several  factors:  “an  extremely 
early  cut-off  date,  complex  require¬ 
ments,  strict  regulations  and  a  tightly 
controlled  contract  between  the  Immi¬ 
gration  and  Naturalization  Service  and 
the  processing  agencies.” 

She  acknowledged,  however,  that  the 
new  law  does  “offer  the  potential  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of  im¬ 
migrants  and  unrecognized  refugees  to 
obtain  legal  protection  as  temporary  res¬ 
idents  of  the  United  States.” 

Insurance  dividends  paid 
to  UM  finance  agency 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)— More  than 
$1.7  million  in  dividends  for  1986  from  a 
church-sponsored  insurance  program 
covering  United  Methodist  properties 
has  been  remitted  to  the  denomination’s 
chief  finance  agency. 

The  money  will  be  distributed  by  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration  to  the  8,093  local  churches  and 
other  program  participants. 

Since  the  plan  was  launched  in  1973, 
more  than  $11.9  million  has  been  paid 
back  in  dividends.  More  than  $60  million 
has  been  paid  out  in  claims  during  that 
time.  The  program  provides  property,  li¬ 
ability  and  other  coverage  on  United 
Methodist  properties  only. 


BECOMING 
DISCIPLES 
THROUGH 
BIBLE  STUDY 


P-925-UMR 


Act  today!  Put  the  power  of  Disciple  to  work  in 
your  church! 

Your  pastor  and  church  leaders  can  gain  much  from 
attendance  at  a  Disciple  training  seminar 

3  Enhance  discipleship  in  the  church  and  in  the  lives  of  your  members 

[7]  Obtain  guidance  in  the  effective  use  of  the  important  new  study: 
Disciple:  Becoming  Disciples  Through  Bible  Study 

3  Learn  how  to  make  best  use  of  skills,  abilities,  and  gifts 

3  Benefit  from  some  of  the  best  scholars  and  most  dynamic 
communicators 


What  is  the  Disciple  training  seminar? 


Scheduled  at  seven  locations  during  the  period 
June  30-Aug.  6,  the  three-day  seminar  will  be 
headed  by  Dick  Murray,  Bishop  Richard 
Wilke,  and  others.  Pastors  attending  will 
receive  guidance  in  effective  use  of  the  new 
churchwide  study,  Disciple:  Becoming  Disci¬ 
ples  Through  Bible  Study,  which  can  have  a 
far-reaching  effect  in  stimulating  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  biblically  nurtured  and  inspired 
Christian  disciples  who  will  make  commit¬ 
ments  to  help  lead  your  church  to  stronger 
service  in  Christ. 

How  to  register  for  Disciple: 

Your  church’s  registration  investment  in¬ 
cludes  13  Student  Manuals  and  Certificates,  a 
set  of  videotapes,  Murray’s  Teaching  the  Bible 
to  Adults  and  Youth,  and  a  teacher’s  guide, 
plus  the  registrant’s  room  and  meals  for  3 
days — a  total  cost  of  $800. 

For  each  additional  person  attending  from 
your  church,  the  cost  is  only  $250  (video, 
additional  12  copies  of  Student  Manual,  and 
Certificate  not  included). 

To  register  or  for  more  information,  call  toll 
free:  1-800-672-1789  or  write: 

Wini  Grizzle 
Cokesbury 

201  Eighth  Avenue  South 
P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37214 


Disciple  training  seminars  will  be  held  at  these  locations  on 
the  dates  shown: 


June  30- July  2 
July  7 -July  9 
July  14-July  16 
July  21-July  23 
July  28-July  30 
Aug.  4-Aug.  6 

Aug.  4-Aug.  6 


Dallas,  Texas — Fairmont  Hotel 
Chicago,  Illinois — Hilton  Inn/Lisle 
Atlanta,  Georgia — Northwest  Marriott 
Baltimore,  Maryland — Tremont  Hotel 
Charlotte,  NC— Sheraton  Airport  Plaza 
Kansas  City.  Missouri — Holiday  Inn/ 
Olathe 

Portland,  Oregon — Red  Lion  Inn/ 
Jantzen  Beach 


Some  of  the  Disciple  scholars  and  communicators: 

Richard  Wilke 

Ellsworth  Kalas 

Albert  Outler 

Mary  Lou  Santillan  Baert 

B.  Davie  Napier 

Ira  Gallaway 

William  Power 

Noah  Reid 

Rabbi  Randall  Falk 

Will  Willimon 

Walter  Harrelson 

Maxie  Dunnam 

Jorge  Gonzales 

David  Watson 

Robert  Mulholland 
Leander  Keck 

And  more! 

(|§)  Cokesbury 
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The  list  of  1987-88  Appointments 
will  appear  in  the  June  S  issue. 


Louisiana  Conference  Meets  in  Shreveport 


The  17th  session  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  of  United  Methodist  Churches 
will  begin  Monday  afternoon,  June  1  in 
the  sanctuary  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  Shreveport.  Just  before  his 
death,  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  asked 
Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of  the  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence  if  he  would  consider  presiding  at 
this  session  of  Conference  if  he  were  not 
able  to  do  so.  After  his  death  on  April  15, 
the  College  of  Bishops  for  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  appointed  Bishop 
Oliphint  to  oversee  the  work  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  to  preside  at 
the  approaching  session  in  June. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  was  born  in  Hem¬ 
phill,  Texas  but  his  family  moved  shortly 
thereafter  to  Shreveport,  where  he  grew 
up.  Bishop  Oliphint  attended  Centenary 
College  and  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Dallas,  where  he  earned  his  B.A. 
degree.  He  was  awarded  a  Master  of  Di¬ 
vinity  degree  from  Duke  University  and 
an  S.T.M.  degree  from  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  York.  In  1951,  Bishop 
Oliphint  earned  his  Ph.D.  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Edinburg,  Scotland.  He  holds 
honorary  degrees  from  Baker  University 
and  Wiley  College. 

Bishop  Oliphint  has  had  a  wide  variety 
of  pastoral  appointments  in  Louisiana 


and  Texas.  In  Louisiana,  he  started  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  as  well  as  St.  Paul’s  in  Monroe 
where  he  served  for  13  years.  In  addition, 
he  served  four  years  at  First  Church  in 
Alexandria,  as  well  as  serving  as  Senior 
Minister  of  University  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  In  1972,  Bishop  Oliphint  moved  to 
Dallas  where  he  became  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  that  city. 

Bishop  Oliphint  has  been  a  member  of 
the  delegation  to  seven  General  Confer¬ 
ences,  served  three  times  as  leader  of 
the  Louisiana  delegation  and  once  as  the 
leader  of  the  North  Texas  delegation.  In 
1980,  he  was  elected  to  the  Episcopacy  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  was  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Kansas  area  where  he 
served  for  four  years. 

Presently,  Bishop  Oliphint  is  Episco¬ 
pal  leader  for  the  272,000  Methodists  of 
the  Houston  area,  having  been  assigned 
these  duties  in  July  1984.  He  currently 
serves  as  president  of  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Christian  Unity  and  is  a  Mem¬ 
ber  Presidium  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

Bishop  Oliphint  is  well  known  to  cler¬ 
gy  and  laity  of  Louisiana,  who  are  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  his  returning  to  direct  the 
affairs  of  the  1987  Louisiana  Annual  Con- 
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During  the  four  day  event  many  ac¬ 
tivities  will  make  this  an  interesting  and 
exciting  Conference.  Throughout  all  of 
Methodism,  Annual  Conferences  will  be 
electing  clergy  and  lay  delegates  to  rep¬ 
resent  them  at  General  and  Jurisdiction¬ 
al  Conference  to  be  held  in  1988. 
Louisiana  will  have  a  total  of  28  dele¬ 
gates  this  year  and  interest  is  already 
running  high  as  to  who  the  Conference 
will  select  to  attend  these  events. 

Business  of  Annual  Conference  will  get 
into  full  swing  on  Tuesday  morning  with 
the  report  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries.  One  item  of  interest  and  con¬ 
cern  being  presented  by  CCOM  will  be  a 
proposal  urging  United  Methodists  to 
become  involved  in  the  needs  of 
Louisiana’s  families  in  poverty.  This  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  in  the  planning  stages  for 
quite  some  time  and  delegates  to  this 
Conference  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
decide  its  future. 

The  Committee  on  Petitions,  which 
has  been  receiving  proposals  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  months,  will  be  presenting  these 
for  the  Conference’s  consideration  on 
Tuesday  morning. 

A  ‘‘Blue  Ribbon  Committee,”  appoint¬ 
ed  18  months  ago  by  the  late  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood,  will  be  reporting 


their  findings  and  making  recommenda¬ 
tions  concerning  the  observing  of  the 
Good  Samaritan  offering  throughout  the 
Conference. 

Such  reports  as  the  Board  of  Pensions, 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus 
Ministry,  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration  and  the  Board  of  Ordained  Min¬ 
istry  will  bring  to  the  delegates  much 
information  concerning  their  work  and 
plans  for  the  Annual  Conference. 

Seven  to  eight  alumni  groups  will  be 
meeting  together  to  hear  representatives 
from  their  various  schools  concerning 
activities  and  events  taking  place  at 
their  alma  maters.  The  CSRW  luncheon, 
Board  of  Pensions  luncheon  and  Parson- 
ettes’  luncheon  will  all  have  activities  of 
interest  for  those  in  attendance.  The 
Third  Annual  Christian  Educators  Ban¬ 
quet  will  once  again  lift  up  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  education  in  the  local  church 
and  throughout  the  Conference. 

The  Conference  will  climax  with  the 
reading  of  the  appointments  by  Bishop 
Ben  Oliphint  Thursday  morning,  after 
which  both  clergy  and  laity  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  Sending  Forth  Service,  bringing 
to  a  close  the  business  of  the  Seventeenth 
Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of  the  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  pictured  above,  will  preside  at 
the  1987  Louisiana  Conference,  June  1-4. 
Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  will  deliver  the 
sermon  at  the  Sending  Forth  Service  on 
Thursday  morning. 
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Cedar  Grove  Women  Inspire  others  through  Their  Dedication 


Four  women  from  the  Cedar  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport 
are  the  big  forces  that  keep  their  little 
church  active. 

These  women,  Cindy  Lowe,  Ottamease 
Sanders,  Mildred  Reynolds  and  Cy 
Miller,  stay  involved  year  round  in  proj¬ 
ects  aimed  toward  supporting  their 
church  and  staying  active  in  their  com¬ 
munity. 

“It’s  so  amazing  to  me  to  see  people 
over  the  age  of  70  and  80  do  some  of  the 
work  they  do,”  Rev.  Marie  Williams,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Cedar  Grove  said.  “They  really 
keep  everyone  going.” 

All  four  women  have  spent  two 
Wednesday  mornings  a  month  at  a  local 
nursing  home,  Heritage  Manor,  mending 
clothes  for  the  residents  of  the  nursing 
home.  They  have  been  doing  this  for  the 
past  eight  years,  spending  the  mornings 
sewing  on  buttons,  hemming,  repairing 
rips  and  anything  else  that  needs  to  be 
taken  care  of.  These  concerned  ladies 
who  graciously  give  of  their  time,  are  all 
past  the  age  of  70. 

Besides  their  work  at  the  nursing 
home,  Mmes.  Lowe,  Sanders,  Reynolds 
and  Miller  are  very  dedicated  members 
of  Cedar  Grove  Church  and  are  always 
actively  involved  in  most  of  the  Church’s 
activities. 

“Cindy  Lowe  heads  a  group  of  ladies 
who  regularly  work  on  quilts  every  Mon¬ 
day  and  Thursday  from  8:30  until  noon. 
There  are  about  a  dozen  women  who 
work  on  the  quilts  at  a  time.  Each  year, 
the  quilters  make  between  $3-4  thousand 


and  all  of  the  money  goes  to  the  Church. 

“Almost  all  of  the  women  involved  in 
the  quilting  and  other  fundraising  activi¬ 
ties  are  retired  and  are  living  on  fixed  in¬ 
comes,”  Rev.  Williams  said.  ‘‘These 
ladies  contribute  through  their  talent 
and  this  is  how  we  pay  most  of  our  con¬ 
ference  apportionment.  It’s  good  fellow¬ 
ship  for  them  and  a  great  service  for  our 
Church.” 

Mrs.  Sanders  is  an  active  member  in 
the  craft  program.  These  ladies  meet  on 
Tuesdays  from  9  a.m.  until  noon  to  make 
all  kinds  of  interesting  items,  such  as 
wreaths,  dolls  and  teddy  bears.  Each 
year  they  hold  a  large  bazaar  on  the  first 
Saturday  of  November,  and  then  a  mini¬ 
bazaar  the  Saturday  before  Palm  Sun¬ 
day,  and  other  members  of  the  church 
participate  by  selling  baked  goods.  These 
bazaars  bring  in  a  total  of  $9-10  thousand 
and  make  up  the  other  large  part  of  the 
conference  apportionment  Cedar  Grove 
pays. 

Mmes.  Lowe,  Sanders  and  Reynolds 
were  featured  on  station  KTBS  in 
Shreveport  on  their  "People  Who  Care” 
segment  of  the  news.  Mrs.  Miller  was 
also  a  part  of  this,  but  was  unable  to  ap¬ 
pear  due  to  illness. 

They  may  not  be  famous,  but  these 
four  women  who  are  so  young  at  heart, 
are  known  to  all  at  Cedar  Grove. 

"Their  commitment  is  a  real  inspira¬ 
tion  to  our  church,"  Rev.  Williams  said. 
“It’s  wonderful  to  see  you  can  be  a  con¬ 
tributing  and  exciting  person  at  this 
age.” 


Perkins  Holds  Alumni  Banquet 


Dr.  David  Trickett,  director  of  the  Tu- 
lane  University  United  Methodist  Center, 
wishes  to  invite  all  alumni  of  the  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  and  current  full-time 
students  to  attend  a  luncheon  at  Annual 
Conference  Wednesday,  June  3.  The  lun¬ 
cheon  will  be  held  at  12:30  p.m.  in  Bain 
Hall  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 


Shreveport.  Tickets  will  cost  $10  each. 

Dr.  James  Kirby,  the  Dean  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  will  be  the  speaker  at 
the  luncheon. 

If  you  have  not  made  your  reserva¬ 
tions  yet,  please  telephone  David  Trick¬ 
ett  at  (504)  866-8681  and  leave  a  message 
if  necessary  or  call  (504)  897-9332. 


These  women  are  members  of  Cedar  Grove  who  are  actively  involved  in  church 
and  community  service  work.  They  are,  pictured  from  left  to  right,  Mildred  Reyn¬ 
olds,  Elizabeth  Miller,  Cindy  Lowe  and  Ottamease  Sanders. 

Methodists  Receive  LMCF  Awards 


Dr.  Tom  Matheny  was  named  the 
‘‘Outstanding  Christian  Businessman” 
for  1986  and  was  presented  the  W.  L. 
“Bill”  May  Outstanding  Christian  Busi¬ 
nessman  Award  by  the  Louisiana  Moral 
and  Civic  Foundation  at  a  recent  award’s 
banquet.  LMCF’s  third  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon,  pre¬ 
sented  the  plaque  to  Dr.  Matheny  for 
“translating  his  Christian  convictions 
into  the  everyday  operation  of  his  busi¬ 
ness." 

Dr.  Doug  McGuire,  a  past  board  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic 
Foundation,  announced  the  J.  Henry 


Bowden  Sr.  Preaching  Award  which  was 
presented  posthumously  to  Rev.  Lea 
Joyner.  Rev.  Joe  Solomon  pastor  of  the 
Lea  Joyner  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Monroe,  accepted  the  award 
on  behalf  of  his  congregation.  Dr. 
McGuire  announced  that  it  was  a  “dou¬ 
ble  pleasure”  to  present  the  award 
named  after  J.  Henry  Bowdon  Sr.  since 
Dr.  Bowdon  had  baptized  him  and  be¬ 
cause  of  his  love  and  appreciation  for 
Lea  Joyner.  Dr.  McGuire  was  Joyner’s 
district  superintendent  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  A  number  of  Louisiana  Methodists 
were  present  at  the  banquet,  including  J. 
Henry  Bowdon  Jr. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Annual  Tournament  of  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Grove  United  Methodist  church, 
held  at  Toledo  Bend,  April  24-26,  was  at¬ 
tended  by  62  men.  This  event  was  under 
the  direction  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the 
Church  of  which  Mr.  Ray  Scurlock  is 
president.  The  tournament  concluded  on 
the  Sunday  morning  with  an  early  wor¬ 
ship  service  led  by  the  minister,  Rev. 
Don  Cottrill.  The  group  enjoyed  a  craw¬ 
fish  boil  on  Friday  evening  and  a  fish  fry 
from  the  catch  on  Saturday  evening. 

•  •  • 

The  Simsboro  United  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Ruston  district  has  recent¬ 
ly  constructed  a  concrete  ramp  and  a 
rail  at  the  side  entrance  to  the  church. 
The  ramp  will  be  used  by  the  handi¬ 
capped  and  those  having  problems  using 
steeper  steps.  The  Rev.  Lloyd  Scott  is  the 
pastor  at  Simsboro. 

*  «  • 

A-first-of-its-kind  endowed  lectureship 
at  Centenary  College  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  F. 
Attaway.  The  announcement  was  made 
recently  by  Dr.  Donald  A.  Webb,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  College. 

Interest  from  monies  given  to  the 
Attaway  Endowment  Fund  will  be  used 
to  support  a  Douglas  and  Marion 


Attaway  Distinguished  Visiting  Lecturer 
project.  In  several  years,  the  lectureship 
might  take  the  form  of  a  Distinguished 
Chaired  Professorship,  lasting  one,  two 
or  three  years,  and  rotating  throughout 
all  the  academic  departments,  according 
to  Dr.  Webb.  It  might  be  awarded  under 
special  circumstances  to  an  outstanding 
member  of  the  Centenary  faculty  for  a 
time. 

Former  publisher  of  the  Shreveport 
Journal,  Attaway  joined  the  Journal 
staff  in  1934,  becoming  its  CEO  on  July 
30,  1957  and  remaining  in  that  capacity 
until  1976  when  the  Journal  was  sold.  He 
also  served  as  chairman  of  the  board  of 
KSLA-TV  from  1966  until  the  late  70s.  He 
has  been  active  in  numerous  professional 
organizations  on  the  local,  regional  and 
national  levels  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Centenary  College. 

Mrs.  Attaway’s  civic  activities  include 
the  Junior  League  of  Shreveport,  YWCA, 
Toy  Loan,  Goodwill  Industries,  Boy 
Scouts,  PTA,  Red  Cross,  the  Demoiselle 
Club  and  the  Cotillion  Club.  She  is  a  Sun¬ 
day  School  teacher  at  First  Baptist 
Church  Shreveport  where  she  is  an  ac¬ 
tive  member. 

•  •  • 

In  celebration  of  Methodism’s  heritage 


of  music,  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  of  DeRidder  shared  in  a  special 
Charles  Wesley  Hymn  service  on  Sunday, 
April  26.  Led  by  lay  leader  Margaret 
Crowe,  choir  director  Faren  Raborn  and 
members  of  the  choir,  the  congregation 
was  invited  to  share  in  singing  a  small 
number  of  the  more  than  70  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley  hymns  included  in  the  Methodist 
Hymnal. 

The  service  opened  with  the  reading  of 
John  Wesley’s  1761  “Directions  for  Sing¬ 
ing”  and  the  singing  of  hymn  number  1  in 
every  Methodist  Hymnal  since  1780  (ex¬ 
cept  for  the  1935  hymnal)  “O  For  a  Thou¬ 
sand  Tongues  to  Sing."  The  minister  at 
Wesley  is  the  Rev.  Doug  Foreman. 

*  *  • 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Winnsboro  has  a  new  painting  done  by 
member  Todd  Broussard.  The  painting  is 
of  Jesus  and  the  children  and  is  located 
on  the  wall  next  to  the  Church  nursery. 


The  United  Methodist  Men  of  Gretna 
United  Methodist  Church  held  their  an¬ 
nual  barbeque  dinner.  They  prepared 
their  popular  take  out  dinners  of  barbe¬ 
que  chicken,  corn  on  the  cob,  baked 
beans,  French  bread  and  iced  tea  and 
sold  the  meals  after  each  service.  This  is 
the  Men’s  annual  fund  raiser  to  support 
their  various  projects. 

•  •  • 

DeQuincy  United  Methodist  Church 
was  privileged  to  have  Rev.  Ester  Ham¬ 
mond  speak  at  their  morning  and  eve¬ 
ning  services.  Prior  to  her  retirement, 
Rev.  Hammond  was  a  professor  in  the 
Gbarnga  School  of  Theology  outside  of 
Monrovia,  the  capital  of  the  West  African 
nation  of  Liberia.  She  is  now  itinerating 
the  area,  sharing  her  mission  and  minis¬ 
try  with  all  who  will  listen.  The  morning 
service  was  followed  by  a  covered  dish 
luncheon.  Rev.  Robert  E.  Townsend  is 
the  minister  at  DeQuincy. 
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World  Order  Sunday 
To  be  Observed  June  7 


The  United  Methodists  are  preparing 
for  World  Order  Sunday,  to  be  ob¬ 
served  June  7.  United  Methodists  ob¬ 
serve  World  Order  Sunday  each  year 
during  the  Pentecost  season  and  consider 
the  time  to  support  Peace  with  Justice. 

This  year  the  theme  will  focus  on  “A 
Disarmed  World.”  Such  a  theme  high¬ 
lights  one  of  the  Church’s  four  goals  in 
its  endeavor  to  bring  about  a  world  that 
is  "secure,  faithful,  disarmed  and  just.” 
United  Methodists  are  making  Peace 
with  Justice  through  their  prayer,  study, 
active  witness  in  their  churches  and 
communities  and  will  support  efforts  by 
observing  World  Order  Sunday  with  a 
special  offering  that  is  taken  that  day. 
This  special  offering  is  used  to  provide 
the  ongoing  work  of  Peace  with  Justice 
Ministries. 

The  theme,  “A  Disarmed  World,”  re¬ 
flects  one  of  today’s  major  problems 
which  is  the  tremendous  amount  of  mon¬ 
ey  spent  on  the  United  States  defense 
program,  as  well  as  the  money  spent  by 


other  countries  on  defense.  Each  year, 
hundreds  of  billions  of  dollars  are  spent 
on  missiles,  warheads  and  other  conven¬ 
tional  means  of  war. 

At  this  point  in  time,  when  our  world  is 
more  insecure  and  unstable  than  ever, 
we  are  in  even  greater  need  of  a  means 
of  taking  care  of  our  poor,  our  homeless 
and  our  hungry.  It  is  difficult  to  justify 
spending  the  amounts  of  money  spent  on 
armaments  when  there  are  families  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  streets  and  people  going 
hungry. 

The  special  offering  and  observance  of 
World  Order  Sunday  enables  United 
Methodists  to  participate  actively  in  that 
quest  by  their  support  of  Peace  with  Jus¬ 
tice  Ministries. 

Half  of  the  offering  will  remain  in  the 
Louisiana  conference  for  Peace  with 
Justice  work.  The  rest  of  the  offering 
helps  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society’s  Peace  with  Justice  program 
support  ministries  in  local  churches  and 
communities  across  the  nation. 


Conference  Calendar  for  June 

1  CFA  Meeting:  Centenary  College,  10:00’  a.m. 

1-4  Annual  Conference,  Shreveport 

2  Christian  Education  Banquet,  First  Church, 

Shreveport,  5:15  p.m. 

4-6  DCYM  Training,  Centenary  College 
7  World  Order  Sunday 

7  Internship  Program,  Ethnic  Minority  Youth 

and  Young  Adults,  Washington,  D.C. 

15-18  Bishops’  Week,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

15-19  Shreveport,  Ruston,  Monroe  Districts  Elementary  I  Camp 
15-19  Baton  Rouge-Hammond,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette, 

New  Orleans-Houma, 

New  Orleans  Slidell  Districts  Elementary  I  Camp 
21-26  Lake  Charles  District  Camp  Meeting,  Robert  L.  Peyton, 

Preacher,  Rev.  Homer  Bailes,  Director 

21- 27  Shreveport,  Ruston,  Monroe  Districts  Christian  Community 

Experience  Camp 

22- 26  Baton  Rouge-Hammond,  Baton  Rouge-Layfayette, 

New  Orleans-Houma,  New  Orleans-Slidell  Districts 
Junior  High  I  Camp 

24  Annual  Clergy  Appreciation  Orientation  Day  Workshop 

25- 28  “The  Ashram”  (Jurisdictional  teaching  and  studying  Event), 

Mount  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 

26- 29  Conference  Stewardship  Specialists  Training, 

Holiday  Inn  Executive  Conference  Center, 

Olive  Springs,  Mississippi  (near  Memphis  airport) 

27- 28  13th  Annual  United  Methodist  Men’s  Retreat  of 

Louisiana  Conference,  Louisiana  College 

28-  July  2  Baton  Rouge-Hammond,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette, 

New  Orleans-Houma,  New  Orleans-Slidell 
Districts  Senior  High  Camp 


Becoming  One  People 
On  Sale  at  Conference 


Becoming  One  People,  A  History  of 
Louisiana  Methodism  will  be  on  sale 
during  Annual  Conference,  June  1-4,  1987 
at  the  registration  table  in  the  Student 
Union  Building  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus. 

Dr.  Walter  N.  Vernon  has  written 
about  the  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana 
from  1799  to  1896,  weaving  together  the 
many  conferences  and  predecessor  orga¬ 
nizations  that  have  come  together  to 
form  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Vernon  is  a  member  of  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference,  but  spent 
many  years  in  Nashville  as  a  member  of 
the  staff  of  the  General  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion.  In  1983,  he  was  inducted  into  the 
United  Methodist  Communicators  Hall 
of  Fame. 

The  book  has  a  preface  by  the  author 


and  a  foreword  by  the  late  Bishop  Walter 
Underwood  and  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr. 
Dr.  Alton  O.  Hancock  of  Centenary  College 
has  served  as  editor.  There  is  a  table  of 
contents  and  an  index.  The  hardback  book 
is  printed  on  low  acid  paper  and  is  Smythe 
sewn.  The  first  printing  is  only  3,000. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Vernon  plan  to  be 
present  for  the  Annual  Conference.  He 
will  be  available  to  autograph  copies  of 
the  new  history  which  will  go  on  sale  Mon¬ 
day,  June  1  during  registration.  It  will 
also  be  on  sale  in  the  Gold  Dome  during 
the  sessions  held  there. 

Copies  purchased  at  Conference  will 
be  $15*ach.  Books  ordered  through  the 
Conference  Office  that  require  shipping 
will  be  an  additional  $5  per  copy.  Make 
checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Conference. 

Plan  to  buy  copies  for  yourself  and 
your  church  library. 


Asbury  to  Hold  Alumni 


Banquet  at 

Alumni  and  friends  of  Asbury  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  (ATS)  will  hold  their  annu¬ 
al  meeting  and  banquet  on  Wednesday, 
June  3,  at  12:30  p.m.  in  room  201  of  the 
Hunter  Activity  Building  at  Shreveport’s 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Jack 
Lindberg,  Director  of  Admissions  at 
ATS,  will  be  on  hand  to  report  on  semi¬ 
nary  happenings  and  developments,  and 
all  alumni  and  friends  of  Asbury  are  in- 


Conference 

vited  to  share  in  this  fellowship  lun* 
cheon. 

Cost  of  the  meal  will  be  $6  and  those 
planning  to  attend  are  asked  to  write 
Rev.  Doug  Foreman,  pastor  at  Merry- 
ville  and  Wesley  United  Methodist  at 
1205  N.  Texas  Street,  DeRidder,  LA. 
76034.  For  more  information,  call  (3181 
463-6023  or  463-6061. 
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Editorial 5 


Gag  order  on  church:  ‘No  way!’ 


Changing  a  meeting  site  may  seem 
like  an  unlikely  way  to  strike  a  blow  for 
religious  freedom. 

Officials  of  United  Methodism’s  North 
Central  New  York  conference  recently 
did  just  that,  however,  by  relocating 
their  upcoming  annual  session  from 
Hamilton  College,  a  small  private  school 
in  Clinton,  N.Y.  Their  action  resulted 
from  a  disturbing  letter  received  by 
Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith  (Syracuse,  N.Y., 
Area)  from  Hamilton  College  officials. 

The  letter  stated  that  participants 
wouldn’t  be  permitted  during  the  confer¬ 
ence  to  discuss  two  issues  that  have 
brought  recent  unfavorable  publicity  to 
the  school:  (1)  the  college’s  investments 
in  companies  that  do  business  in  South 
Africa  and  (2)  its  expulsion  of  12  students 
for  demonstrating  peacefully  against 
such  investments. 

We  applaud  the  stand  taken  by  the 
North  Central  New  York  conference's 
leaders.  They  were  abundantly  right,  for 
at  least  two  reasons,  to  reject  what 
amounted  to  a  “gag  order”  by  college  of¬ 
ficials  on  annual-conference  members. 

First,  the  attempted  restrictions  defy 
what  are  generally  recognized  as  pivotal 
purposes  of  any  institution  of  higher 
learning:  the  promotion  of  free  inquiry, 
encouraging  critical  debate  of  ideas,  sup¬ 
porting  the  uncompromising  pursuit  of 
truth,  etc.  Those  purposes  include  free¬ 
dom  to  question  institutional  values  and 
behavior. 

When  a  college  or  university  ceases  to 
provide  an  atmosphere  that  permits  such 
discourse,  its  purpose  is  compromised 
and  its  benefit  to  society  is  greatly  re¬ 
duced.  What’s  more,  history  books  are 
filled  with  examples  of  the  predictably 
tragic  results  of  groups  such  as  the 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


church  passively  accepting  the  suppres¬ 
sion  of  open  debate  and  moral  inquiry. 

Second,  the  church  should  never  agree 
to  any  stipulation  that  would  stifle  the 
freedom  of  the  pulpit  or  authentic  ex¬ 
pressions  of  members'  religious  beliefs 
and  concerns. 

Christians  across  the  ages  have  lived 
and  died  to  secure  and  protect  that  free¬ 
dom,  both  for  themselves  and  for  others. 
To  abandon  it  would  betray  their  witness 
and  our  heritage  of  religious  liberty. 

By  insisting  on  freedom  of  religious 
expression,  the  church  proclaims  that  no 
person  or  institution  properly  can  claim 
final  authority  over  the  human  con¬ 
science.  Only  God  can  legitimately  make 
that  claim.  Hence,  in  matters  of  con¬ 
science,  our  allegiance  properly  belongs 
solely  to  God. 

For  many  Christians,  the  question  of 
how  best  to  use  economic  leverage,  in¬ 
cluding  divestment,  disinvestment  and 
other  forms  of  sanctions,  to  battle  racial 
injustice  in  South  Africa  is  one  such  mat¬ 
ter  of  conscience. 

We  may  or  may  not  agree  with  their 
views  or  the  methods  they  espouse.  As 
Christians,  however,  we  should  reject  the 
efforts  of  any  person  or  institution  to  dic¬ 
tate  to  us  about  how  we  should  exercise 
our  religious  faith.  Such  efforts  should  be 
exposed  for  what  they  are:  a  dangerous 
and  arrogant  attempt  to  play  God. 

We  commend  Bishop  Stith  and  his  col¬ 
leagues  for  their  witness  on  behalf  of  re¬ 
ligious  freedom.  The  health  and 
well-being  of  our  faith,  and  of  the  larger 
society  around  us,  requires  that  others  of 
us  similarly  say  “no  way"  to  any  sugges¬ 
tion  that  we  deny  with  our  lips  or  betray 
with  our  lives  the  freedom  for  which 
Christ  sets  us  free. 
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My  Witness 


God’s  grace  is  sufficient  to  sustain  us 
even  amid  intense  personal  tragedy 


By  CHARLES  N.  CRUTCHFIELD 

My  father  died  last  week.  His  death 
resulted  from  acquired  immune  defi¬ 
ciency  syndrome.  This  intensely  per¬ 
sonal  tragedy  is  compounded  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  a  bishop  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

As  the  devastating  diagnosis  was  con¬ 
firmed,  we  asked  painful  questions.  In 
the  absence  of  any  family  members,  his 
physician  asked  straight-forward  ques¬ 
tions  about  lifestyle.  I  had  a  private,  ex¬ 
tremely  candid  conversation  with  my 
father.  In  both  cases  the  answer  was 
clear.  There  had  been  no  homosexual  or 
extra-marital  sexual  contact. 

It  had  been  the  pattern  of  my  father’s 
life  to  be  faithful  and  truthful.  I  believe 
him.  He  was  verifiably  not  a  drug  user. 
He  did  not  have  a  transfusion  that  any  of 
us  can  recall.  We  are  left  with  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  we  simply  do  not  know,  and  may 
never  know,  how  he  contracted  the  virus. 

I  do  know,  however,  that  over  the 
past  two  years,  in  the  course  of  his  work 
as  a  Bishop  in  Residence  on  a  local 
church  staff  in  Houston,  Dad  was  called 
upon  to  minister  to  many  people  suffer¬ 
ing  from  AIDS.  He  had  helped  to  plan 
and  conduct  funerals,  provide  transpor¬ 
tation  to  the  hospital,  and  clean  the 
apartments  of  AIDS  victims. 

A  lifelong  pattern  of  ministry 

More  important,  he  has  provided  spiri¬ 
tual  care  for  AIDS  patients  who  were  of¬ 
ten  alone  and  rejected  even  by  their  own 
families.  As  a  compassionate  and  caring 
minister  of  Christ,  he  responded  to  the 
needs  of  others  without  thought  of  possi¬ 


bly  harmful  consequences  for  himself. 
This  was  his  life-long  style  of  ministry. 

Long  before  "Freedom  Rides”  and 
court-ordered  integration,  when  black 
people  were  not ■ 
welcome  in  most * 

"white”  churches,  I 
remember  seeing 
blacks  in  our  con¬ 
gregation  quietly  at 
worship  with  hun¬ 
dreds  of  whites. 

None  was  refused «  _  ___ 

woUrtUn'ty  Chiles  Crutchfield 

Long  before  ethnic  awareness  became 
a  rallying  cry,  Dad  was  working  to  pro¬ 
vide  support  for  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference.  He  helped  to  pro¬ 
vide  leadership  by  finding  jobs,  and  thus 
finding  hope,  for  many  Native  Americans 
leaving  rural  areas  for  the  city. 

Long  before  nationwide  organiza¬ 
tions  began  raising  money  and  con¬ 
sciousness  for  prison  ministries.  Dad 
was  taking  time  from  his  pastoral  re¬ 
sponsibilities  in  a  church  of  6,500  mem¬ 
bers  to  drive  to  the  state  penitentiary. 

He  participated  in  the  pre-release 
counseling  program.  Many  former  pris¬ 
oners  came  to  him  for  guidance  in  find¬ 
ing  jobs  and  beginning  a  new  life. 

In  his  life  I  witnessed  a  commitment 
to  redemption,  not  punishment.  I  wit¬ 
nessed  loyalty  to  individuals.  Even 
when  he  could  not  support  the  position, 
action  or  lifestyle  of  a  person,  he  would 
not  abandon  that  individual.  Loyalty  to 
people  in  trouble,  whose  lives  were  in 
despair  and  disarray,  was  one  of  the 


earliest  lessons  of  my  childhood. 

It  does  not  surprise  me  that  my  fa¬ 
ther  responded  to  the  call  to  provide 
spiritual  care  for  AIDS  patients.  It  is 
consistent  with  his  vision  of  the  grace 
of  God  and  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  consistent  with  his  long  estab¬ 
lished  pattern  of  concern  for  those  whose 
lives  are  touched  by  loneliness  and  de¬ 
spair.  Although  we  do  not  know  how  Dad 
contracted  the  virus,  we  do  know  that  in 
faithfulness  to  his  calling  he  shared  the 
grace  of  God  with  those  who  had  a  pro¬ 
found  need  to  know  of  God’s  love. 

Where  is  the  sense? 

And  yet,  where  is  the  sense  of  this? 
Where  is  the  meaning?  What  of  us,  me, 
the  family? 

Anger,  sorrow,  grief,  confusion,  pain, 
frustration,  isolation— as  I  have  faced 
my  father’s  illness,  I  have  felt  them  all. 
Ultimately,  however,  this  personal 
tragedy  has  driven  me  more  deeply 
into  the  heart  of  my  faith.  In  the  most 
personal  way  possible,  I  am  realizing 
that  it  is  only  the  grace  of  God  flowing 
through  Jesus  Christ  that  finally  makes 
sense  of  the  unanswerable,  the  chaotic. 

The  powerful,  pervasive  presence  of 
God  has  shone  through  the  words  of  the 
great  devotional  classics.  The  simple 
expressions  of  faith  in  “The  Upper 
Room"  are  sustaining.  Scripture  is 
alive  with  meaning. 

The  words  of  the  Old  Testament 
prophet  point  straight  at  me:  “Fear 
not,  the  battle  is  not  yours  but  God’s.” 
The  words  of  Jesus  make  sense  of  this 
moment:  “Greater  love  has  no  man. . .” 


“Whoever  loses  his  life  for  my  sake,  he 
will  save  it.”  "Love  one  another  as  I 
have  loved  you  . . . .” 

God’s  grace  conveyed  by  friends 

I  have  come  to  appreciate  more 
keenly  the  human  expression  of  divine 
grace  as  loyal  and  faithful  friends  qui¬ 
etly  continued  to  bathe  my  father,  my 
family  and  me  with  love,  and  tender¬ 
ness,  and  most  of  all  prayer. 

Dad  always  sought  to  speak  a  hopeful, 
healing  word  to  those  in  pain.  Now,  others 
are  speaking  the  same  word  to  us,  to  me. 
In  this  I  am  discovering  anew  the  power 
and  wonder  of  God’s  incredible  grace,  of 
God’s  unshakable  faithfulness.  Arms  of 
love — both  human  and  divine — stretch 
out  to  enfold  and  sustain  us. 

In  the  model  of  my  father’s  life,  in  the 
unconditional  love  of  friends,  in  written 
expressions  of  faith,  in  Scripture  that  is 
pointed  and  personal,  in  the  resource  of 
prayer,  God’s  love  has  become  more  vi¬ 
tal,  more  alive.  In  the  presence  of  God’s 
grace,  I  have  found  strength  for  my  mo¬ 
ments  of  weakness;  I  have  found  faith 
sufficient  for  my  fears;  I  have  found  as¬ 
surance  and  comfort  for  my  sorrow.  De¬ 
spair  is  overwhelmed  by  hope.  Doubt  is 
confounded  by  faith. 

I  know  that  in  God’s  incredible 
grace,  even  disease  and  death  will  be 
transformed  into  wholeness  and  life.  It 
is  sufficient.  Finally,  it  is  all  any  of  us 
has.  It  is  enough. 

The  Rev.  Charles  N.  Crutchfield  is 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Odessa.  Texas  (New  Mexico 
Annual  Conference). 


Here  I  Stand 


‘Distinctive’  listing  should  include  EUBs 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  May  1  Readers-Editors  Dia¬ 
logue-headlined  “What’s  distinctive 
about  UMC?”— the  editors  focus  only  on 
“the  people  called  Methodist"  and  John 
Wesley. 

Christian  teachings  and  articles  of 
faith  identified  with  the  Evangelical 
Church,  the  Church  of  the  United  Breth¬ 
ren  in  Christ  and  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  and  their  founders  Ja¬ 
cob  Albright  and  Philip  Otterbein  now 
constitute  a  vital  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Surely  they  should  be  given  mention 
and  consideration  in  what  “distinguishes 
United  Methodists”  today. 

Raymond  M.  Veh 
Thiensville,  Wisconsin 

We  are  like  others 

To  the  Editor: 

What’s  distinctive  about  the  United 
Methodist  Church  (see  UMR,  May  1)? 

Your  responses  were  good.  Also,  I 
commend  David  Hiebert  for  wanting  to 
know  more  about  the  Christian  connec¬ 
tion  of  which  he  is  a  part.  All  of  us  should 
be  students  with  him. 

The  fact  is  that  our  church  does  not 
seek  to  be  distinctive.  It  may  be  different 
from  others  in  how  it  does  some  things 
and  in  some  parts  of  its  organization. 
But,  we  are  more  like  other  churches 
than  different  from  them. 

In  his  sermon,  “The  Character  of  a 
Methodist."  John  Wesley  listed  several 
things  that  do  not  distinguish  a  Methodist 
from  others  and  then  several  that  are  the 
marks  of  a  true  Methodist. 

But  if  someone  says,  “These  latter  are 
only  the  common,  fundamental  princi¬ 
ples  of  Christianity,”  Mr.  Wesley  admits 
that  they  are  right.  “I  know  they  are  no 
other.”  he  writes.  "And  I  want  no  other.” 
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I  love  the  United  Methodist  Church  be¬ 
cause  it  is  more  concerned  about  the  size 
of  our  hearts  (how  much  love  is  shown) 
than  about  the  keenness  of  our  theologi¬ 
cal  blade  (what  marks  us  off  from  oth¬ 
ers).  We  rejoice  more  in  those  whom  we 
can  include  with  us  than  in  those  from 
whom  we  can  separate  ourselves. 

Leroy  W.  Moore 
Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Issues  ultimately  connected 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  not  a  little  distressed  by  the  lack 
of  any  mention  by  Bishop  Jack  Tuell  of 
two  issues  intimately  intertwined  with 
pastoral  incompetence:  local  church  in¬ 
competence  and  superintendency  incom¬ 
petence  (see  UMR,  May  1). 

Bishop  Tuell  does  not  even  allude  to 
some  congregations  being  almost  totally 
incompetent  in  relating  to  any  pastor.  He 
does  not  acknowledge  that  this  fact  is  the 
primary  reason  for  their  frequent  calls 
for  new  pastors. 

Nor  does  the  bishop  mention  the  obvi¬ 
ous  truth  that  at  least  an  occasional  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  is  not  only  poorly 
trained  (if  at  all)  but  constitutionally  in¬ 
competent  to  supervise  pastors  or  local 
churches,  especially  incompetent  ones. 

How  can  we  talk  about  a  connectional 
system  and  then  isolate  pastoral  perfor¬ 
mance  as  though  it  existed  and  could  be 
evaluated  apart  from  the  local  church 
and  supervision  contexts  in  which  that 
ministry  is  performed? 

If  we  allow  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  endorse  any  study  and  or  recom¬ 
mendation  that  does  not  recognize  the 
interrelationship  between  clergy  perfor¬ 
mance,  local  church  performance  and 
superintendency  performance,  we  shall 
have  been  guilty  of  abandoning  our  con¬ 
nectional  system  and  simply  found  our¬ 
selves  a  scapegoat  for  some  of  our 
denominational  tensions. 

Charles  Young 
Fairbanks,  Alaska 

Incompetence  is  a  cancer 

To  the  Editor: 

Amen,  Bishop  Tuell,  for  bringing  the 
issue  of  incompetent  ministers  out  of  the 
closet  (see  UMR,  May  1). 

I  can  recall  30  years  ago  growing  up  in 
a  Methodist  parsonage  when  a  friend  of 
my  father  who  was  a  district  superinten¬ 
dent  related  an  incident  about  one  of  his 
fellow  superintendents. 

The  superintendent  had  been  trying  to 
unload  the  incompetent  ministers  in  his 
district  onto  other  districts.  The  bishop 
sharply  reprimanded  this  man  by  bluntly 
telling  him,  “There  are  so  many  rotten  ap¬ 
ples,  and  each  district  must  take  its 
share." 

My  observation  is  that  the  percentage 
of  incompetent  ministers  is  steadily  in¬ 
creasing.  It  is  a  cancer  eating  away  at 
the  church.  The  last  United  Methodist 
Church  I  was  active  in  had  three  minis¬ 
ters  in  a  row  who  were  both  incompetent 
and  just  plain  lazy. 

If  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  to 
survive  the  next  General  Conference,  it 
must  make  elimination  of  lazy  and  in¬ 
competent  ministers  the  top  priority  for 
the  next  four  years. 

J.  W.  Feller 
Sunnyvale,  California 

Editorial  came  as  shock 

To  the  Editor: 

Since  I  hold  the  Reporter  in  high  es¬ 
teem,  the  lead  editorial  of  May  8  on 
Christians  converting  other-than-Chris- 
tians  came  as  a  shock. 

I  found  the  editorial  surprisingly  in¬ 
sensitive  to  the  efforts  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  as  well  as  a  throw¬ 
back  to  generations  ago  when  it  was  not 
possible  to  be  as  aware  of  and  under¬ 
standing  of  the  great  world  religions. 
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6000  translation 


Churchwide  effort  needed 
to  save  Old  Otterbein  church 


The  uncomfortable  rationale  for  im¬ 
posing  wholesale  conversions  upon  oth¬ 
ers  “because  we  love  them  as  God  loves 
us”  would  seem  to  license  an  open  hunt¬ 
ing  season  on  “non-Christians.” 

To  a  United  Methodist  minister/ 
professor/teacher  who  has  seen  stu¬ 
dents  respond  to  a  heightened  awareness 
of  other  faiths  through  courses  in  world 
religion,  the  editorial  was  sadly  unin¬ 
formed. 

The  history  of  Methodist  missions  has 
been  one  of  appreciating  indigenous  reli¬ 
gious  values  and  practices,  not  running 
rough-shod  over  them  as  the  more  recent 
fundamentalist  churches  do. 

The  Rev.  S.  Wesley  Ariarajah,  as  a 
Methodist  in  Sri  Lanka,  is  better 
equipped  to  assess  interfaith  relations 
than  anyone  in  Texas  or  Rhode  Island. 

People  will  be  soundly  converted  to 
Christianity  in  the  Third  World  far  more 
by  the  quality  they  see  in  Christians 
about  them  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
world  than  by  a  selective  kind  of  "love” 
patronizingly  offered  from  outside  their 
faiths. 

Gilbert  Y.  Taverner 
Middletown,  Rhode  Island 

Let’s  get  facts  straight 

To  the  Editor: 

“Letters  to  the  Editor"  sometimes  in¬ 
clude  comments  from  people  who  do  not 
have  their  facts  straight.  Such  is  the  case 
with  Carl  Ortloff  in  the  May  8  issue. 

Mr.  Ortloff  makes  the  statement:  ". . . 
an  arms  race  that  has  been  forced  on  us 
by  an  adversary. ...” 

The  correct  information  is  available  to 
him  from  the  Defense  Department  or 
Center  for  Defense  Information.  Both  re¬ 
veal  that  not  only  were  we  the  first  to 
have  nuclear  weapons,  but  we  have  been 
three-to-five  years  ahead  of  the  Soviet 
Union  in  every  weapons  development  ex¬ 
cept  throw-weight. 

The  Soviet  Union  does  have  larger 
missiles  but  not  nearly  so  accurate  ones. 
We  were  the  first  with  a  supersonic 
bomber,  ballistic-missile  launching  sub¬ 
marine.  multiple  warheads,  multiple 
warhead  re-entry  vehicles,  computerized 
guidance  on  missiles,  etc. 

The  Soviets  continue  to  play  catch  up. 
Their  paranoia  and  insecurity  is  certain¬ 
ly  part  of  the  arms  race,  but  we  have 
stimulated  that  at  every  step  along  the 
way. 

"Star  Wars"  is  a  current  example. 
Whether  or  not  the  Strategic  Defense  Ini¬ 
tiative  can  ever  be  successful,  the  Soviet 
Union  will  have  to  counter  it  with  a  simi¬ 
lar  system  or  will  work  on  a  way  to 
make  it  ineffective. 

"Star  Wars”  is  another  step  in  the 
arms  race.  Tragic! 

Incidentally,  Mr.  Ortloff’s  comment, 
". . .  they  in  one  way  or  another  have  bro¬ 
ken  nearly  every  agreement  they  have 
ever  made  with  us . . is  also  in  error. 

The  records  are  clear  that  the  Soviet 


Union  has  had  an  amazing  record  of 
keeping  to  agreements  in  spite  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration’s  rhetoric  to  the  contrary. 
Again,  check  with  the  Center  for  Defense 
Information. 

Mr.  Ortloff’s  view  of  a  monolithic  So¬ 
viet  Union,  in  spite  of  the  changes  since 
Josef  Stalin’s  time,  only  reveals  his  own 
paranoia.  Historical  circumstances  have 
changed  radically. 

How  long  has  it  been  since  we  were 
fearful  of  France  or  Italy  going  commu¬ 
nist? 

George  M.  Ricker 
San  Marcos,  Texas 

Bishop  recalled  as  student 

To  the  Editor: 

I  liked  Cuthbert  C.  Mann's  article 
about  the  late  Bishop  Gerald  Kennedy 
(see  UMR,  April  17). 

I  was  in  college  at  the  same  time  Ger¬ 
ald  Kennedy  was  a  student.  The  student 
ministers  were  leaders  for  the  Wednes¬ 
day  night  services.  When  it  was  Kenne¬ 
dy’s  turn  we  went.  He  always  gave  us 
something  worthwhile  and  inspirational. 

Auril  Wood 
Magalia,  California 


By  GARY  A.  GREENE 

An  article  appeared  in  a  recent  issue  of 
the  Baltimore  conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter  that  I  feel  should  interest  church 
members  outside  that  conference. 

The  article,  headlined  "Proposed  sta¬ 
diums  threaten  Ot¬ 
terbein,”  by  Robert 
Lear  states  that  the 
governor  of  Mary¬ 
land,  William  Donald 
Schaefer,  is  seeking 
construction  of  two 
athletic  stadiums  400 
feet  from  the  other  I 
"Mother  Church"  of  Gary  Greene 
United  Methodism,  Old  Otterbein  United 
Methodist  Church. 

This  church,  dating  from  1785  and 
standing  beside  the  grave  of  Philip 
William  Otterbein,  founder  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ,  is  Baltimore’s  oldest 
church.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  buildings 
and  congregations  in  United  Methodism. 

The  United  Brethren  in  Christ  joined 
with  the  Evangelical  Association  in  1945, 
becoming  the  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Church.  That  denomination  joined 
with  The  Methodist  Church  in  1968  to 
form  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Noise,  traffic  and  parking 

Besides  the  obvious  noise  and  traffic  so 
close  to  the  building  whenever  a  public  ath¬ 
letic  event  would  be  held  in  the  stadiums, 
there  is  also  a  concern  for  parking  space. 

Gov.  Schaeffer  has  allocated  only  460 
parking  spaces  for  facilities  with  seating 
capacities  of  45,000  and  65,000.  Old  Ot¬ 
terbein  has  no  parking  lot  of  its  own.  So 
Sunday  afternoon  games  would  absorb 
early  in  the  day  all  the  available  street 
spaces  for  parishioners. 

The  long-term  effect  would  probably 
be  the  destruction  of  the  congregation. 
Furthermore,  area  residents  also  depend 
on  street  parking,  and  this  proposal  would 
wreak  havoc  with  their  needs  as  well. 

One  can  only  guess  at  the  potential 


damage  to  the  site  from  litter  and  from 
accidental  and  intentional  vandalism 
created  by  the  infusion  of  large  numbers 
of  people  in  the  vicinity  of  Old  Otterbein. 

It  is  important  to  remember  that  the 
title  “United  Methodist”  is  not  merely  a 
new  name  for  the  old  Methodist  Church. 
It  is,  in  fact,  the  name  of  a  whole  new  de¬ 
nomination  combining  the  former  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  the  former  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church. 

The  EUBs  brought  a  heritage  to  the  new 
denomination  similar  to  that  of  the  Wesley 
heritage  but  one  that  was  still  different. 
We  hear  virtually  nothing  about  “our  Ot¬ 
terbein  heritage”  or  “our  Albright  heri¬ 
tage”  but  much  of  our  Wesley  heritage. 

The  last  forgotten  minority 

After  women  and  ethnic  minorities,  the 
former  EUBs  embody  the  last  forgotten 
minority  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

I  should  like  to  call  for  changes  in  our 
literature,  our  sermons,  our  liturgies, 
and  other  identifying  statements  and 
materials  that  would  recognize  this  oth¬ 
er  part  of  United  Methodism. 

One  way  to  begin  this  recognition  is 
for  a  churchwide  movement  to  save  Old 
Otterbein,  a  movement  in  the  same  spir¬ 
it  that  has  existed  to  save  the  other 
“Mother  Church”  of  our  denomination, 
Lovely  Lane  United  Methodist  Church. 

I  would  hope,  therefore,  that  United 
Methodists  from  around  the  denomination 
would  see  the  threat  to  their  history  by  ex¬ 
pressing  their  concern  to  Gov.  Schaeffer 
at  the  Maryland  State  House  in  Annapolis. 

And  after  doing  that,  if  you  are  from 
the  former  Methodist  Church,  do  a  little 
reading  on  your  EUB  heritage  or  request 
sermons  and  classes  to  tackle  the  subject. 

We  brought  more  than  bodies  to  the 
new  denomination,  and  we  will  be  happy 
to  share  that  dowry  with  you. 

Gary  A.  Greene  is  a  member  of  Good 
Shepherd  United  Methodist  Church  in  Sil¬ 
ver  Spring.  Md.  (Baltimore  Conference). 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Affording  more  justice  can  be  humbling 


A  cartoon  I  saw  a  few  years  ago 
showed  a  lawyer  asking  a  prospective 
client,  "Tell  me,  Mr.  Myers,  exactly  how 
much  justice  can  you  afford?” 

I  recalled  that  cartoon  recently  after 
receiving  a  letter 
from  a  Presbyterian 
pastor  friend 
Iowa.  Doug  wrote 
that  he  had  been  laid 
off  as  director  of  an 
agency  that  protects  i 
the  rights  of  prison- 
ers  and  ex-convicts. 

Reason  for  the  lay-  Stephen  Swecker 
off?  Lack  of  money.  For  whatever  rea¬ 
son,  financial  supporters  of  Doug’s 
agency,  including  churches,  can’t  or 
won’t  ante  up  enough  funds  to  keep  the 
agency  fully  functioning. 

Consequently,  people  behind  bars— 
those  least  able  to  afford  legal  advocacy 
for  their  human  rights— are  denied  a 
“friend  in  court”  in  the  form  of  a  com¬ 
mitted  Christian  like  Doug. 

That  injustice  is  compounded  because 
Doug  is  a  valued  friend  and  witness  to  a 
kind  of  ministry  many  of  us  admire  but 
too  few  emulate. 

Doug’s  layoff  was  not  because  he  was 
making  unreasonable  salary  demands. 
Far  from  it.  He  long  has  worked  for  pay 
that  most  professionals  of  his  age  and 
educational  background  would  consider 
demeaning  or  insulting.  Big-league  ath¬ 
letes  routinely  get  paid  more  in  a  week 
than  he  makes  in  a  year. 

Doug’s  “problem"  is  that  he’s  commit¬ 


ted  to  his  calling  of  caring  for  “the  least 
of  these."  I  suspect  he  would  do  what  he 
does  without  pay  if  he  knew  he  had  food 
to  eat  and  a  roof  over  his  head.  Now, 
even  that  minimal  support  is  uncertain. 

Financial  cutbacks  forced  on  a  small 
prisoners’  rights  group  in  Iowa  and  the 
related  plight  of  my  friend  aren’t  likely 
to  make  headlines  in  Iowa,  much  less  na¬ 
tionally.  Similarly,  we  rarely  hear  of  the 
good  such  “frontline”  helping  organiza¬ 
tions  and  their  leaders  do  with  minimal 
money.  They  typically  lack  funds  to  pub¬ 
licize  and  promote  their  work. 

Unfortunately,  even  if  such  groups 
show  up  in  church  or  denominational 
budgets  as  one  of  many  “funded  pro¬ 
jects,”  far  too  few  of  us  are  aware  of 
what  they  do  or  how  their  work  is  a  cru¬ 
cial  part  of  the  church’s  outreach. 

Most  communities  benefit,  however, 
from  such  shoestring  ministries,  and  usu¬ 
ally  the  church  is  in  the  forefront  of  sup¬ 
porting  them.  Those  include  shelters  for 
victims  of  family  violence,  emergency 
lodging  for  homeless  people,  health-care 
clinics  for  people  who  have  no  insurance, 
resettlement  agencies  for  displaced 
aliens,  community  centers  for  youth,  etc. 

Such  groups  are  the  arms  and  legs  of 
justice  in  places  where  the  rest  of  us 
can’t  go  or  are  unwilling  to  go.  Those  of 
us  who  are  committed  to  extending  the 
love  of  Christ  should  have  a  particular 
interest  in  supporting  such  organizations 
and  their  leadership. 

Doug  didn’t  ask  for  it,  but  his  letter 
moved  me  to  get  out  my  checkbook  and 


recalculate  exactly  how  much  justice  I 
can  afford  to  support,  including  him  and 
his  work  with  prisoners  in  Iowa.  The 
smallness  of  the  check  I’m  able  to  write 
embarrasses  me  and  weighs  on  my  heart. 

Humbled  by  his  need  and  example, 
however,  I  hope  in  time  to  afford  less  for 
my  own  needs  and  more  for  Doug’s  and 
other  ministries  of  justice. 

In  the  meantime,  I’m  grateful  for  the 
Dougs  of  the  world  and  the  work  they  do. 
I  pray  they’ll  continue  to  “fight  the  good 
fight"  until  more  of  us  catch  up  to  their 
model  of  Christlike  giving  and  serving. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Empowering  the  Church 
in  a  Digital  World 

November  19  &  20, 1987 

Six  nationally  known  leaden  in  the  area  of 
computer  communications  will  make 
presentations,  conduct  workshops,  and  lead 
discussions  about  ways  that  computers  and 
computer  communications  are  changing  the 
church  and  theological  understanding. 

For  information,  write: 

United  Theological  Seminary 
1810  Harvard  Blvd. 

Dayton,  Ohio  45406 
or  call:  513-278-5817 


'  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Panel  restores  reworded  Korean  Creed  to 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Responding  to  protest 
letters  and  petitions  signed  by  more  than 
1,000  people,  the  Hymnal  Revision  Com¬ 
mittee  has  restored  the  Korean  Creed  to 
the  in-process  United  Methodist  Hymnal. 

During  its  May  11-15  meeting,  the  25- 
member  committee  also  approved  a  new 
psalter  and  other  worship  resources  for 
inclusion  in  the  new  book. 

The  creed  approved  for  the  proposed 
hymnal  doesn’t  read  the  same  as  the  ver¬ 
sion  in  the  current  Book  of  Hymns. 

The  hymnal  committee  accepted  a 
new  translation  with  the  proposed  title 
‘‘The  Statement  of  Faith  of  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church”  and  more  gender-in¬ 
clusive  language. 

Original  ‘sexist’  words  disliked 

A  decision  last  fall  to  drop  the  Korean 
Creed  was  largely  based  on  its  “sexist” 
language  said  the  Rev.  Beryl  Ingram- 
Ward  of  Bellevue,  Wash.,  chairwoman  of 
the  ritual  subcommittee. 

Ms.  Ingram-Ward  said  that  in  letters 
supporting  the  creed,  Korean-American 


and  other  United  Methodists  urged  the 
committee  to  consider  an  updated  trans¬ 
lation.  Supporters  called  the  work  an  im¬ 
portant  theological,  historical  and 
social-gospel  statement. 

The  hymnal  committee  asked  two  Ko¬ 
rean-American  pastors,  the  Rev.  Sang  E. 
Chung  and  the  Rev.  Dal  Joon  Won,  both 
of  Nashville,  to  try  a  new,  more  inclusive 
translation  for  the  ritual  portion  of  the 
hymnal. 

The  new  statement  reads  in  part,  “We 
believe  in  the  one  God,  creator  and  sus- 
tainer  of  all  things,  Father  of  all  nations 
...  We  believe  in  the  reign  of  God  as  the 
divine  will  realized  in  human  society  and 
in  the  family  of  God  where  all  are  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters." 

The  original  translation  said  in  part, 
“We  believe  in  the  one  God,  maker  and 
ruler  of  all  things,  Father  of  all  men.  . . . 
We  believe  in  the  kingdom  of  God  as  the 
divine  rule  in  human  society  and  in  the 
brotherhood  of  man  under  the  father¬ 
hood  of  God.” 

The  Korean  Creed  included  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  Book  of  Hymns  was  written  when 
the  Korean  Methodist  Church  was  orga¬ 


nized  in  1930  and  translated  into  English 
by  Bishop  Herbert  Welch. 

Worship  resourced  OK’d 

The  committee  approved  the  psalter, 
creeds  and  other  worship  resources  for  the- 
new  hymnal.  Those  included  four  settings 
for  Holy  Communion,  rituals  for  burial, 
baptism,  confirmation  and  marriage. 

Most  of  the  resources  are  based  on  the 
denomination’s  approved  general  ser¬ 
vices,  but  a  clause  restored  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  strengthens  the  church’s  doctrine 
of  once-only  baptism. 

That  has  become  an  issue  in  recent 
years,  said  the  Rev.  Laurence  H.  Stoo- 
key,  a  professor  at  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  in  Washington. 

"Many  people  who  are  baptized  as  in¬ 
fants  want  to  be  baptized  every  time 
they  have  a  meaningful  religious  experi¬ 
ence  in  adulthood,"  Dr.  Stookey  said. 
“The  statement  explaining  the  purpose 
of  baptism  and  the  reason  for  being  bap¬ 
tized  only  once  should  foster  a  new  un¬ 
derstanding  among  church  people." 

Language  was  again  an  issue  in  work 
on  the  psalters  for  corporate  worship. 


A  body  of  112  psalms  with  one-line 
sung  responses  was  approved  as  the  “li¬ 
turgical  psalter”  in  the  new  hymnal. 

New  translations  used 

The  work,  based  on  the  New  Revised 
Standard  Version  of  the  Bible,  also  in 
process,  is  "basically  our  own  transla¬ 
tion  from  the  Hebrew,”  said  Dr.  Steven 
Kimbrough,  a  Hebrew  scholar  at  Prince¬ 
ton  (N.J.)  Theological  School.  He  is  one 
of  several  scholars  working  with  the 
hymnal  committee  on  the  psalter. 

The  original  Hebrew  lends  itself  to 
more  inclusive  language,  Dr.  Kimbrough 
said. 

"In  referring  to  God,  for  example,  we 
didn’t  just  take  the  he’  and  him’  out  ar¬ 
bitrarily,”  he  said.  “The  Hebrew  pro¬ 
nouns  for  God  are  neuter,  but  English 
translators  through  the  centuries  have 
rendered  God  as  male.  That  certainly 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  Hebrew." 

So  in  Psalm  24,  "Who  shall  stand  in  his 
holy  place?”  (RSV),  is  changed  to  "Who 
shall  stand  in  God’s  holy  place?” 

“To  use  ‘God’  or  “Lord’  in  place  of  the 
pronouns  is  just  as  legitimate,”  he  Dr. 


Kimbrough  said.  ‘  This  psalter  says 
clearly  that  God  is  God.  This  is  not  a 
paraphrase;  it  is  our  translation  from  the 
original  Hebrew.” 

Forms  of  address  for  people  also  were 
changed  to  make  verses  more  inclusive. 

For  example,  in  Psalm  1:  “Blessed  is 
he  who  does  not  walk  in  the  counsel  of 


By  RAY  WADDLE 
Religious  News  Service 

NASHVILLE-The  popular  children’s 
song,  “Jesus  Loves  the  Little  Children,” 
will  not  be  in  the  new  United  Methodist 
hymnal. 

The  25-member  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  voted  at  a  mid-May  meeting 
to  exclude  the  song  partly  because  its 
reference  to  races  as  “red  and  yellow, 
black  and  white”  offends  some  and  ex¬ 
cludes  others. 

"Most  Asians  don't  want  to  be  called 
yellow.”  said  Hope  Kawashima,  a  Japa- 
nese-American  committee  member  from 
Flushing,  N  Y.  “It  has  bad  connotations. 
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the  wicked,”  was  changed  to  “Blessed 
are  those  who  do  not  walk  in  the  the 
counsel  of  the  wicked.  ” 

The  hymnal  committee’s  recommen¬ 
dations  will  be  compiled  and  mailed  to 
nearly  1,000  delegates  to  the  1988  Gener¬ 
al  Conference.  If  approved,  the  new  book 
probably  would  be  produced  in  1989. 


Yellow  means  cowardice. 

"If  anything,  we  prefer  gold,  golden  or 
tan.  A  song  like  that  can  make  children 
too  color-conscious.  But  children  tender 
accept  that  we  re  all  children  of  God.  dH 
dren  aren’t  as  color-conscious  as  adults.” 

Hispanic  committee  member  Raquel 
Achon  of  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  said  the  ar¬ 
ray  of  colors  in  the  song  does  not  include 
brown  people. 

The  panel  also  agreed  to  leave  the 
song  out  because  it  was  so  popular  and 
easy  to  learn  that  adults  would  teach  it 
to  children  in  Sunday  schools  regardless. 

The  song  is  not  included  in  the  current 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Hymns. 


Popular  children’s  song  excluded 


Farmer  says  document 
discusses  right  things 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

SIOUX  FALLS,  S.D.— Lloyd  Ptacek,  a 
farmer  from  Cogswell,  N.D.,  says  he 
likes  a  proposed  statement  outlining  how 
the  United  Methodist  Church  should  re¬ 
spond  to  the  economic  crisis  in  rural 
communities. 

The  60-year-old  interrupted  his  com 
planting  in  mid  May  to  tell  five  fellow 
United  Methodist  farmers  writing  an  Agri¬ 
cultural-Rural  Life  statement  that  their 
early  draft  “says  many  of  the  right 
things.” 

The  document  calls  for  a  change  in 
current  direction  of  federal  farm  policy 
to  coincide  with  the  church’s  “Shalom” 
vision— which  was  described  as  “a  soci¬ 
ety  perfectly  ordered  by  Yahweh, 
marked  by  love  and  justice.” 

After  reviewing  the  church’s  historical 
identification  with  the  poor  and  the  reali¬ 
ties  of  today’s  rural  society,  the  state¬ 
ment  calls  for  government,  banks  and 
the  church  to  change  strategies. 

■/  Government  is  called  on  to  enact 
proposals  to  support  small-  and  medium¬ 
sized  family  farms  as  well  as  rural  com¬ 
munities. 

/  Lending  agencies  are  asked  to  re¬ 
structure  loans  and  establish  more  work¬ 
able  financial  policies  for  small  farmers. 

•/  The  church’s  crucial  role  is  to  be 
“an  island  of  resurrection  iq  a  sea  of  de¬ 
spair”  and  to  minister  to  rural  families 
and  their  communities— all  caught  in  the 
midst  of  an  economic  and  social  crisis. 

/  Farmers  are  encouraged  to  contin¬ 
ue  the  development  of  careful  cultiva¬ 
tion  and  conservation  practices  as 
stewards  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Ptacek  was  one  of  10  farmers 
from  the  upper  Midwest  invited  to  attend 
a  special  daylong  hearing  that  enabled 
farmers  to  respond  to  a  working  draft  of 
the  32-page  statement. 

Five  other  regional  hearings  were 
sponsored  earlier  by  the  UM  missions 
and  social-action  agencies  and  attended 
by  an  estimated  300  farmers. 

The  Agriculture-Rural  Life  Policy 
statement  is  eventually  to  be  submitted 
to  the  1988  General  Conference  in  St. 
Louis.  If  adopted,  the  statement  would 
be  included  in  the  church’s  Book  of  Reso¬ 
lutions  as  a  guideline  for  church  action 
in  dealing  with  the  rural  crisis  from  1989 
through  1992. 

The  family  farm  advocates  at  the  six 
regional  hearings  called  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  rally  its  resources, 
including  its  considerable  political  influ¬ 


ence,  to  combat  the  rural  crisis,  just  as  it 
focused  special  attention  on  the  urban 
crisis  in  an  earlier  era. 

“My  vision  is  that  this  [statement]  can 
become  a  major  resource  document  for 
the  church.”  said  the  Rev.  Frank  L.  Dor¬ 
sey,  the  Kansas  East  conference  Council 
on  Ministries  director  and  a  consultant 
to  the  writing  team. 

“If  we  could  get  our  38,000-plus  United 
Methodist  churches  working  on  this,  we 
could  impact  this  country  like  no  one 
ever  has  before,”  he  said.  “But  we’ve  got 
to  have  the  will  to  do  that.” 

The  Rev.  William  D.  Cotton,  a  district 
superintendent  from  Creston,  Iowa,  said, 
“The  place  to  be  in  the  “60s  was  a  ratty 
old  church  on  some  street  corner  in  the 
inner-city. 

"We’ve  somehow  got  to  make  the  rural 
church  of  the  ‘80s  the  ‘place  to  be.’  ” 

The  new  breed  of  pastor  needs  to  be 
“some  kind  of  extension  worker,"  and 
the  denomination  needs  to  show  new  in¬ 
terest  in  rural  American  by  allocating 
more  dollars  for  ministry  there,  Mr.  Cot¬ 
ton  said. 

The  issues  transcend  the  farm  and 
have  caused  a  crisis  of  rural  America, 
said  David  Hallett,  a  layman  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  discipleship  for  the  Minnesota  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

He  referred  to  the  “killing  radius”  of 
huge  shopping  malls  to  describe  how 
businesses  in  rural  communities 
throughout  the  Midwest  have  been  dealt 
combined  death  blows.  Those  have  come 
from  farm  foreclosures,  which  are  de¬ 
populating  the  region,  and  urban  “mega¬ 
malls,”  which  tug  away  from  rural 
businesses  the  customers  who  remain. 

Dave  Williams,  a  farmer  from  Vil- 
lisca,  Iowa,  noted  that  “agriculture  is 
very  complex — one  of  the  most  complex 
parts  of  our  society." 

Therefore,  he  called  for  a  "coalition” 
of  farmers,  environmentalists  and 
church  members  to  lobby  for  the  new  di¬ 
rections  in  farm  policy. 

The  church’s  farm-rural  life  state¬ 
ment,  refined  at  the  recent  Sioux  Falls 
hearing,  is  basically  the  work  of  the  of 
United  Methodist  farmers  from  each  of 
the  church’s  five  regional  U.S.  jurisdic¬ 
tions. 

Writers  are  Russ  Walker,  the  chair¬ 
man  and  a  California  almond  grower; 
Naomi  Christensen,  an  Iowa  bean  farm¬ 
er,  Jonas  Kennedy,  a  general  crop  farm¬ 
er  from  South  Carolina;  Rush  Butcher,  a 
West  Virginia  stockman;  and  David  Her¬ 
rera,  a  dairyman-farmer  of  New  Mexico. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

OCTOBER  PERU  JANUARY  EGYPT  Peru  Octo¬ 
ber  9-17  $1,100  from  Miami.  Cuzco.  Machu  Picchu, 
Amazon.  Lima.  Egypt  January  15-24  $1,600  from 
New  York  Deluxe  with  five-day  Nile  cruise.  Pas¬ 
tor  Don  Haarup,  P  O  Box  31.  Brainerd.  MN  56401- 

INTERNATIONAL  ORDER  OF  ST.  LUKE  Annual 

0031  24-hour  phone  (218)  829-6076. 

Healing  Conference.  June  17-20.  1987.  Rev.  Tommy 
Tyson.  Methodist  Evangelist— Keynoter  Daily 
workshops  on  healing  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  215  E.  University  Drive.  Tempe,  AZ  85281 
Information.  Rev  Robert  A.  Kern,  6715  N.  Mock¬ 
ingbird  Lane,  Scottsdale.  AZ  85253  (602)  948-5560. 

FULL-TIME  LAY  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  for 

large  downtown  church  Proven  experience;  enthu¬ 
siasm;  flexible  lifestyle;  planner/ leader  who  can 
enable  others.  Single,  or  spouse  committed  to  ir¬ 
regular  hours.  Contact:  Mrs.  Gin  Johnston,  309  Ar¬ 
row  Drive.  Signal  Mountain.  TN  37377. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  Worship  at  First 

Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a  m 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856. 

PART-TIME  ORDAINED  United  Methodist  pastor 

to  work  with  other  staff  and  lay  zone  leaders  in  a 
program  of  membership  conservation  in  a  large 
suburban  church.  Write  First  United  Methodist 

1.000-MEMBER  CHURCH  HAS  AN  OPENING  for 

the  position  of  Director  of  Christian  Education  and 
Youth  Activities.  Please  send  inquiries  to  Search 
Committee.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  422 
South  Magnolia.  Palestine.  TX  75801. 

Church.  1032  Maple  Avenue.  Downers  Grove.  IL 
60515  or  call  (312)  968-7120  for  job  description  No 
housing  is  provided. 

FOR  RENT  AT  LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  Two-story 

house  near  auditorium  Sleeps  6  Furnished  except 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  PRESCHOOL/Day 

linens  Rev  Allen  Long.  101  Carlisle.  Winnsboro. 

SC  29180.  (803)635-4257. 

homa.  Desire  professional  education  and  experience. 
Salary  negotiable.  Position  open  this  fall.  Call  Senior 
Associate  Minister  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155. 

LARGE.  FAST-GROWING.  MULTIPLE-STAFF 

United  Methodist  church  needs  Youth  Director  in¬ 
cluding  youth  choir.  Sunday  School.  UMYF  and 

LAKEFRONT  COTTAGE  ON  FISHING  LAKE  in 

Pocono  Mis.  Pennsylvania.  Sleeps  four.  Equipped. 
Boat.  $195  week.  Frank  Kooker.  163  Maple  St., 
Lexington.  MA  02173  (617)  861-8378 

community  outreach.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to  5247  Vance  Jackson,  San 
Antonio.  TX  78230 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  officially-ap- 

proved  stitcheries  including  cross-stitch,  latch 
hook,  chicken  scratch,  needlepoint  Brochure  $1 
Nancy  Designs.  424-R  East  Sixth.  Blue  Earth.  MN 
56013. 

INTERNATIONAL  NETWORK  OF  Biblical  Story¬ 

tellers  Festival.  Healing  and  reconciliation  stories. 
July  14-18.  1987.  at  Eastern  College.  St.  David  s. 
Pa.  Great  keynoters,  workshops.  Total  cost  $190 
Children's  program  and  commuter  rates  available. 
Info:  Rev  Karen  Pellett,  1500  Huffman  Avenue, 
Dayton.  OH  45403. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  emphasis 

children's  work,  full-time.  2.000-member  congre¬ 
gation.  Send  resume  to  Valiev  View  UMC.  9405 
Woodward.  Overland  Park.  KS66212.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  posi¬ 

tion  available  to  experiencd.  trained,  and  certified 
person.  Salary  negotiable.  1. 300-member  church, 
outstanding  community  setting.  Write  Harold  C 
Perdue.  37  E.  Beauregard.  San  Angelo.  TX  76903  or 
call  (915)  655-8981 

NEW  FUND-RAISING  OPPORTUNITY  for  mis¬ 

sions.  UMW.  youth. ..available  Fall  '87.  Two  color 
cross  and  flame  hanging  air  fresheners  for  car- 
truck /RV.  Information:  Trevose  United  Method- 
ist  Church.  Box  F  151.  Feasterville.  PA  19047 
Proven  Fund  Raiser. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Signal 

on  education  and  experience.  Send  resume  to:  Rev 
Harper  Sasser,  Signal  Crest  UMC.  1005  Ridgeway 
Ave.,  Signal  Mountain.  TN  37377. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 

Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four 
weeks  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer 
1138.  Waynesville.  NC  28786  (704)627-6067.  627-9507. 

LAST  CHANCE!  4  PLACE  REMAINING!  Tour  Ire- 

land-Scotland  with  Wally  and  Stell  Chappell,  pas- 

Motorcoach  5  days  to  Irish  sights,  six  days  circling 
Scotland,  one  day  in  London.  Great  price,  hosts  and 
escort.  Can  meet  in  New  York.  (214)  357-3582.  4039 
Killion,  Dallas,  TX  75229 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 

for  dynamic  suburban  central  Florida  church.  In¬ 
volves  full  range  of  responsibilities  in  youth  minis¬ 
try  to  grades  6-12.  Bachelor's  degree  in  Christian 
education  or  equivalent  degree  in  youth-related 
field  required.  Three  to  five  years  of  full-time  ex¬ 
perience  in  youth  ministry  preferred.  Salary  low 
to  mid  20  s.  Submit  resume  by  June  19  to  Sanlando 
United  Methodist  Church.  1890  West  State  Road 
434,  Longwood.  FL  32750.  | 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC:  1. 200-member  full-time 

position  in  active  program.  Letters  of  application 
to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1401  Spruce,  Boulder,  CO  80302.  (303)  442- 
3770.  1 

Discipline  case 

New  Hampshire  minister  seeks  trial  on  dismissal  for  lesbian  lifestyle 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

A  self-avowed  practicing  lesbian 
minister  in  the  New  Hampshire  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  has  requested  a  church 
trial  to  protest  her  dismissal  from  the 
United  Methodist  clergy  because  of 
that  lifestyle. 

The  Rev.  Rose  Mary  Denman,  39,  of 
Portland,  Maine,  admits  to  being  a 
"practicing  lesbian”  but  said,  “There 
is  a  tradition  in  both  church  and  state 
in  which  conscience  comes  before  and 
is  above  the  law.” 

If  she  is  loses  her  credentials,  Ms. 
Denman  would  be  the  first  UM  minis¬ 
ter  removed  under  rules  adopted  by  the 
1984  General  Conference,  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  highest  legislative  assembly. 

“Since  the  practice  of  homosexual¬ 
ity  is  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching,”  the  denomination’s  Book  of 
Discipline  states,  “self-avowed  prac¬ 
ticing  homosexuals  are  not  to  be  ac¬ 
cepted  as  candidates,  ordained  as 
ministers  or  appointed  to  serve  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church." 

In  a  1985  case  involving  a  self- 
avowed  homosexual  minister  in  Den¬ 
ver,  the  Rocky  Mountain  conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  ruled  that 
it  was  the  practice  of  homosexuality, 
not  sexual  orientation,  that  was  pro-,  * 
hibited  by  the  church  rule. 

Cases  differ 

Unlike  Ms.  Denman,  the  Denver  min¬ 
ister— the  Rev.  Julian  B.  Rush,  ap¬ 
pointed  part-time  to  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church— has  not  said  that  he 
is  a  practicing  homosexual. 

Bishop  George  W.  Bashore  (Boston 
Area),  said  May  21,  “Ms.  Denman  has 
been  placed  on  leave  of  absence  by  the 
executive  session  of  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  Annual  Conference  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  processing  her  right  to  trial. 

“As  the  judicial  process  continues, 
any  comment  other  than  to  clarify 
the  process  is  inappropriate.” 

A  conference  Committee  on  Inves¬ 


tigation  (similar  to  a  grand  jury)  was 
appointed,  said  Ann  Whiting,  editor  of 
the  Southern  New  England  edition  of 
the  Reporter.  It  is  to  investigate 
claims  and  file  a  formal  set  of 
charges  (something  like  an  indict¬ 
ment)  if  it  believes  church  law  has 
been  violated. 

The  committee  is  to  begin  its  probe 
June  5,  Ms.  Whiting  said. 

Homosexuality  realized  in  ‘84 

At  a  news  conference  late  last 
week,  Ms.  Denman  said  that  she  final¬ 
ly  realized  in  November  1984,  while 
serving  two  small  New  Hampshire 
churches,  that  she  was  a  lesbian. 

“I  found  myself  in  a  position  of  hav¬ 
ing  to  lie  by  omission,”  Ms.  Denman 
said,  “so  I  left  in  order  not  to  put 
those  local  churches  in  the  middle  of 
the  issue.” 

She  moved  to  Portland,  where  she 

‘Journey .  .  . 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

When  the  Rev.  Rose  Mary  Denman 
heard  that  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence  had  adopted  a  tough  rule  against 
homosexuals  in  the  ministry,  she  said 
she  applauded. 

"I  told  Bishop  (George  W.)  Bashore 
just  before  the  last  General  Confer¬ 
ence  that  if  self-avowed  practicing 
homosexuals  were  ever  allowed  to 
pastor  a  charge.  I  might  very  well 
choose  to  leave  the  denomination," 
she  said. 

Now,  Ms.  Denman  faces  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  being  the  first  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  to  be  dismissed  under  the 
very  rule  she  applauded. 

That’s  because  she  now  professes  to 
be  a  practicing  lesbian. 

“My  journey  toward  the  discovery 
that  I  am  a  lesbian  was  a  slow,  pain¬ 
ful  and  confusing  one,"  said  Ms.  Den¬ 
man,  a  39-year-old  divorcee  with  a 
19-year-old  son. 


opened  a  counseling  office.  She  has 
been  on  leave  of  absence  from  the  ac¬ 
tive  ministry  since  1985. 

Ms.  Denman  said  Bishop  Bashore 
had  been  aware  she  was  a  practicing 
lesbian  since  the  "fall  of  1985.”  That 
was  when  she  wrote  him  a  letter  in 
which  she  declared  her  lifestyle. 

She  said  she  met  with  him  a  year 
ago  to  discuss  the  issue. 

“He  is  a  warm  gracious  wonderful 
man,”  Ms.  Denman  said.  “Probably 
the  only  area  we  do  not  see  eye  to  eye 
on  is  homosexuality  in  the  clergy. 

“He  let  me  know  that  although  he 
saw  me  as  having  a  valid  ministry,  he 
felt  I  had  a  choice  to  make  in  view  of 
the  laws  of  the  church.” 

Minister  offered  counseling 

She  said  Bishop  Bashore  twice  of¬ 
fered,  and  she  twice  refused,  the  op¬ 
tion  to  undergo  counseling  to 


“God  knows  what  she  is  doing 
though,  because  before  she  allowed 
me  to  make  this  discovery  about  my¬ 
self,  she  first  began  to  chip  away  at 
my  thick-walled,  self-serving,  self-de¬ 
structive  way  of  thinking  about  her.” 

Ms.  Denman  said  that  process  be¬ 
gan  when  she  met  Winnie  Weir,  owner 
of  a  Christian  book  store  and  wife  of  a 
minister  in  a  neighboring  parish. 

In  the  winter  of  1983,  Ms.  Weir  left 
her  husband  to  enter  seminary  and 
needed  a  place  to  stay  until  school 
started  the  following  fall.  Ms.  Den¬ 
man  was  moving  to  Conway,  N.H., 
and  the  two  began  living  together  as 
housemates. 

Ms.  Weir,  who  had  known  of  her 
own  homosexuality  since  her  late 
teens,  eventually  confided  her  orien¬ 
tation  to  Ms.  Denman. 

Ms.  Denman  said  she  urged  Ms. 
Weir  to  “change  her  orientation,  that 
there  was  help  from  psychologists 


"straighten  out"  her  sexual  lifestyle. 
She  was  granted  an  extra  year's 
leave,  which  expired  this  spring 

The  New  Hampshire  conference’s 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  refused 
May  11  to  extend  the  leave  through 
the  fall,  which  Ms.  Denman  said 
would  have  given  her  time  to  transfer 
her  ministerial  credentials  to  the  Uni¬ 
tarian  Universalist  Association.  That 
church  allows  its  clergy  to  be  practic¬ 
ing  homosexuals. 

No  official  request  for  such  a  trans¬ 
fer  has  been  filed  with  Bishop  Ba¬ 
shore  “s  office,  a  representative  said. 

A  Rumford,  R.I.,  native,  Ms.  Den¬ 
man  attended  non-denominational 
Bangor  Theological  Seminary.  She 
was  ordained  in  1981  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Maine  Annual 
Conference  and  later  transferred  her 
credentials  to  the  New  Hampshire 
conference. 


and  healing  from  God."  It  was  Ms. 
Denman,  however,  who  began  to  un¬ 
dergo  the  change  in  orientation. 

“If,  in  fact,  all  truth  is  God’s  truth,” 
she  said,  "then  I  did  not  need  to  be 
afraid  to  discover  the  truth  about  my¬ 
self,  about  my  sexual  orientation.” 

She  went  on  leave  from  ministerial 
duties  in  1985,  starting  a  private  coun¬ 
seling  service  in  Portland,  Maine,  and 
“became  relatively  active  in  the  gay 
and  lesbian  arena." 

It  was  then  that  she  informed  Bish¬ 
op  Bashore  (Boston  Area)  of  her 
lifestyle  and  set  in  motion  the  events 
leading  up  to  her  decision  last  week  to 
face  a  church  trial. 

Ms.  Denman  said  that  "many  theo¬ 
logians  and  New  Testament  scholars 
would  argue  that  the  practice  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality  is  not  incompatible  (with 
Scripture),  but  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  seen  fit  to  rule  otherwise.” 

—GLEN  LARUM 


was  slow,  painful,  confusing9 


California  has  3  million  Hispanics. 

The  UMC  has  19  Hispanic  churches 
with  2,000  members,  he  said.  That  means 
the  church  is  reaching  less  than  0.1  per¬ 
cent  of  the  Hispanic  population. 

10  conferences  participate 

The  first-of-its-kind  consultation 
brought  together  leaders  from  eight  non- 
Hispanic  annual  conferences  with  signif¬ 
icant  Hispanic  populations, 
representatives  of  the  denomination’s 
general  boards  and  agencies  and  the  two 
Hispanic  annual  conferences  (Rio  Gran¬ 
de  and  Puerto  Rico). 

The  goal  was  to  help  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  church  agencies  develop 
strategies  for  church  extension  and  revi¬ 
talization  among  the  growing  Hispanic 
population. 

Hispanics  can  be  reached  for  Christ  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  will  re¬ 
spond  if  the  denomination  uses  different 
methodologies  from  what  are  used  with 
the  majority  population,  said  Dr.  Palos, 
who  is  also  director  of  congregational 
development  for  the  Spanish-language 
Rio  Grande  conference. 

“New  wine  in  new  skins”  is  needed  in 
regard  to  methods,  expectations  and 
measurement  of  success,  he  said. 

Considerations  evolved 

Several  basic  considerations  for  devel¬ 
oping  strategies  for  successful  Hispanic 
ministries  evolved  from  the  consultation: 

•  While  Hispanics  are  an  ethnic  group 
bound  by  a  common  language,  they  come 
from  21  different  countries.  Consequent¬ 
ly,  this  diverse  group  has  critical  cultur¬ 
al  differences. 

Any  ministry  directed  at  a  Hispanic 
community  must  take  these  differences 
into  consideration. 

The  situation  could  be  further  compli¬ 
cated  in  places  where  a  Hispanic  culture 
exists  with  a  preference  or  need  for  an 
English-language  church. 

Leaders  pointed  out  that  English- 
speaking  Hispanics  frequently  are  un¬ 
comfortable  in  many  United  Methodist 
congregation  because  of  the  economic 


million  Hispanics 


Factors  make  goal  reachable 

During  the  two-day  consultation,  Dr. 
Palos,  head  of  the  National  Hispanic  Strat¬ 
egy  Committee  on  Evangelization  and 
Congregational  Development,  and  other 
Hispanic  church  leaders  said  they  believed 
such  a  goal— while  ambitious— is  reach¬ 
able.  That’s  because  of  several  factors 
about  the  U.S.  Hispanic  population: 

•  1  million  constituents  would  be  only 
2.5  percent  of  the  40  million  Hispanic 
projected  for  2000. 

•Hispanics  respond  to  the  theology 
and  social  doctrine  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

•While  most  Hispanics  have  Roman 
Catholic  roots,  their  commitment  to  that 
communion  is  frequently  nominal,  mak¬ 
ing  them  largely  an  "unchurched"  people. 

The  number  of  Hispanics  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  growing,  officials 
said.  That’s  in  contrast  to  a  general  de¬ 
cline  in  denominational  membership. 

However,  officials  are  concerned  that 
the  membership  increase  doesn’t  match 
the  overall  growth  of  Hispanics  in  the 
population. 

For  example,  Bishop  Jack  Tuell  (Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  Area)  noted  that  Southern 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

DENVER  The  United  Methodist  Church  could  be  reaching  10  times 
more  Hispanics  by  2000,  the  Rev.  Jose  Palos  tells  a  May  14-15  consultation 
on  Hispanic  ministries. 


and/or  cultural  differences. 

•  Many  Hispanics  have  low-paying 
jobs,  and  unemployment  among  them  is 
high.  That  makes  the  usual  concerns  for 
community  development,  community  or¬ 
ganization,  job  training  and  leadership 
training  critical.  However,  even  these 
must  be  considered  within  the  context  of 
the  particular  subcultures. 

•Leadership  and  investment  of  His¬ 
panics  in  the  creation  and  development 
of  congregations  within  the  Hispanic 
community  is  critical  from  the  begin¬ 
ning.  Creative  use  of  lay  leadership  and 
ministerial  role  models  with  equitable 
salaries  are  critical. 

•A  sense  of  mission  toward  the  His¬ 
panic  community  must  be  developed 
across  the  whole  the  UMC.  In  turn,  that 
sense  of  mission  must  be  instilled  within 
the  Hispanic  community  and  its 


churches  so  that  they  will  extend  their 
mission  beyond  themselves. 

•The  extension  of  Hispanic  ministry 
should  involve  the  development  of  per¬ 
manent,  self-sustaining  congregations.  It 
should  not  be  viewed  as  transitional  min¬ 
istry  until  the  Hispanics  become  part  of 
the  majority  community. 

“We  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
must  have  the  flexibility  to  adapt  and  to 
go  into  places  where  they  [Hispanics] 
surround  us,"  said  Bishop  Tuell. 

The  strategy  committee  Dr.  Palos 
heads  sponsored  the  consultation  in  coop¬ 
eration  with  the  denomination’s  unoffi¬ 
cial  Hispanic  caucus,  MARCHA 
(Methodists  Associated  Representing 
Causes  of  Hispanic  Americans),  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race, 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  and 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


UMC  called  to  reach 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

DENVER  —  The  United  Methodist 
Church  could  be  ministering  to  1  million 
Hispanics  through  3,000  Hispanic  congre¬ 
gations  by  2000  if  the  denomination 
would  approach  the  task  with  innovation. 

That  was  the  challenge  May  15  from  a 
UM  pastor  charged  with  Hispanic  church 
extension. 

“Other  denominations,  like  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  and  the  Assemblies  of  God, 
will  not  only  do  it  [reach  1  million  His¬ 
panics]  but  will  surpass  it,”  the  Rev.  Jose 
Palos  told  some  75  participants  in  a  con¬ 
sultation  on  Hispanic  ministries.  “Why 
can’t  we?” 

The  9.7-million-member  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  now  has  about  50,000  His¬ 
panic  members  in  300  Hispanic 
congregations.  Another  50.000  partici¬ 
pate  but  are  not  members. 
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Consultants  prepare  to  help  churches  grow 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE— For  a  nominal  fee 
plus  expenses,  any  Uhited  Methodist 
congregation  can  secure  the  services 
of  one  of  the  denomination’s  60  most 
successful  pastors  in  generating 
membership  growth  through  en¬ 
hanced  ministry. 

Sixty  hand-picked  UM  pastors  com¬ 
pleted  training  last  week  and  are  now 
available  as  consultants  on  church  re¬ 
vitalization. 

The  ministers  received  three  days 
of  orientation  on  the  principles,  goals 
/^nd  guidelines  for  a  General  Board  of 
discipleship  program  called  “Growth 
Plus.” 

The  Rev.  Joe  A.  Harding,  who  di¬ 
rects  the  program,  calls  “Growth 
Flus”  new  and  innovative  because  the 
“plus”  in  the  name  represents  an 
o  oen-ended  process. 

"We  deliberately  left  the  process 
open-ended,”  Dr.  Harding  said.  “The 
people  in  the  local  church  need  to 
first  see  the  unmet  needs  of  the 
church  community  to  move  beyond 
just  numerical  growth.  Congregations 
must  see  that  the  plus-factor  means 
growth  plus  ministry  and  mission, 
growth  plus  new  congregational  help, 
growth  plus  witness  for  peace  and 
growth  plus  making  disciples.” 

25  congregations  sign  up 

So  far,  25  congregations  across  the 
country  have  signed  up  for  help  from 
“Growth  Plus”  consultants,  Dr.  Har¬ 
ding  said.  Any  UM  church  can  take 
part  in  the  program. 

“Unlike  some  other  churchwide  ac¬ 
tivities,  the  local  church  will  not  have 
to  be  approved  by  the  district  or  con¬ 
ference  before  receiving  assistance,” 
he  said.“All  the  church  has  to  do  is 
sign-up,  begih  a  ‘Growth  Plus’  com¬ 
mittee,  and  read  and  share  ‘Growth 
Plus’  concepts.” 

Each  participating  congregation  is 
expected  to  enter  into  a  covenant  with 
the  "Growth  Plus”  consultant  for  two 
years.  During  that  time,  the  consultant 
serves  as  a  resource  person  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  and  makes  at  least  one  visit 
to  the  church. 

Although  all  the  consultants  have 
track  records  in  creating  evangelism 
programs  that  work,  Dr.  Harding  not¬ 
ed,  they  are  expected  to  study  the 
congregation  requesting  help  and  tai¬ 
lor  advice  to  fit  the  church’s  needs. 

A  typical  schedule  for  the  consul¬ 
tant’s  visit  could  include  a  briefing 
with  the  pastor,  a  meeting  with  con¬ 
gregational  leaders,  a  tour  of  the 
community  and  a  get-acquainted  din¬ 
ner  with  the  congregation,  Dr.  Har¬ 
ding  said. 


SMU  trustees  decide 

i 

not  to  sue  any  officials 
involved  in  scandal 


REPORTER  STAFF  PtfOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
NASHVILLE— The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox  (left),  head  of  the  Evangelism  Section  at  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship,  talks  to  the  Rev.  C.  Rex  Bevins  (center)  and  the  Rev.  C.  Johnson  Willis  during  the  “Growth  Plus”  consultant 
training.  Mr.  Bevins  is  senior  pastor  of  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  an  elected  member 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship.  Mr.  Willis  is  pastor  of  Olive  Crest  United  Methodist  Church  in  Omaha,  Neb. 


The  consultant  would  also  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  lead  a  Bible  study  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  congregation  for  the 
“Growth  Plus”  vision,  he  said.  Inter¬ 
views  with  community  leaders  would 
determine  their  opinions  of  the  local 
church. 

The  consultant  concludes  the  visit 
by  determining  how  the  “Growth 
Plus”  network  can  help  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  Dr.  Harding  said. 

Churches  pay  expenses,  fees 

The  receiving  church  pays  the  con¬ 
sultant’s  travel,  housing  and  meal  ex¬ 
penses,  Dr.  Harding  said.  The 
congregation  also  pays  a  fee  to  the 
Board  of  Discipleship.  That  runs  from 
$250  to  $600,  depending  on  church 
size. 

From  that  fee  the  consultant  re¬ 
ceive  a  $100-a-day  honorarium.  Dr. 
Harding  said.  The  rest  covers  the  cost 
of  materials  on  evangelism  from  the 
board. 

Dr.  Harding  said  that  in  each  par¬ 
ticipating  congregation  an  offering  is 
to  be  taken  to  pay  for  help  to  congre¬ 
gations  that  can’t  afford  the  program 
fee. 

Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  (Minneso¬ 


ta  Area)  noted  that  last  week’s  pro¬ 
gram  was  “a  formal  credentialing  of 
United  Methodist  consultants.” 

“If  a  bishop  sees  a  person’s  name 
on  the  ‘Growth  Plus’  list,  he  or  she 
knows  that  the  person  has  received  an 
endorsement  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,”  said  Bishop  Colaw,  who 
helped  conduct  the  training. 

“I  am  sure  a  district  superintendent 
or  a  bishop  will  approve  of  these  people 
coming  into  their  conference  and  help¬ 
ing  their  churches  because  they  are 
United  Methodist.  I  can  see  someone 
having  problems  if  the  person  is  not  in 
the  connection.” 

Time  has  come  for  idea 

One  consultant,  the  Rev.  Cornelius 
L.  Henderson,  a  district  superinten¬ 
dent  in  Atlanta,  said  “Growth  Plus”  is 
“definitely  an  idea  whose  time  has 
come.” 

“The  plus  factor  in  this  program  is, 
without  a  doubt,  of  unusual  significance 
because  it  robs  the  cynics  and  doubters 
who  do  not  affirm  numerical  growth  of 
their  argument,”  Dr.  Henderson  said. 
“We  not  only  seek  numerical  member¬ 
ship  in  the  church,  but  we  are  making 
disciples. 


“The  fact  that  these  men  and  women 
have  successful  track  records  and  that 
they  have  a  burning  zeal  and  desire  to 
make  disciples  makes  their  witness 
more  valuable  and  believable.” 

Dr.  Henderson  served  as  director  of 
urban  evangelism  at  the  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  from  1969-1975.  He  then  be¬ 
came  pastor  of  Ben  Hill  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta. 

Under  his  leadership,  Ben  Hill  be¬ 
came  the  largest  black  UM  church  in 
the  denomination,  with  more  than  4,000 
members. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Hendry,  pastor  of 
the  3,700-member  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colo., 
echoed  Dr.  Henderson’s  sentiments. 

“I  think  its  an  exciting  concept,”  he 
said.  "It  is  a  great  need  for  creative 
ideas  in  the  field  of  evangelism  and 
church  growth. 

“Those  of  us  who  have  had  one  or 
two  good  ideas  that  have  worked  are 
pleased  to  be  able  to  share  those  ideas 
with  others  who  have  specific  prob¬ 
lems  and  are  looking  for  practical 
and  creative  assistance.  I  hope  this  is 
going  to  be  a  start  of  a  new  revival  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.” 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity’s  Board  of  Trustees  has  voted  infor¬ 
mally  not  to  sue  any  university  officials, 
officers  or  directors  involved  in  the  re¬ 
cent  “pay-for-play”  football  scandal. 

Thomas  W.  Luce  III,  an  attorney  head¬ 
ing  the  SMU  legal-action  committee, 
made  the  announcement  May  16.  That 
was  three  weeks  before  Texas  Gov. 
William  P.  Clements,  former  chairman 
of  the  since-disbanded  SMU  Board  of 
Governors,  was  invited  to  appear  before 
a  special  investigative  committee  of  four 
United  Methodist  bishops. 

“We  want  to  reconcile  all  the  elements 
of  the  university,  and  we  think  that  liti¬ 
gation  is  not  the  way  to  do  that,”  Mr. 
Luce  said.  “We  want  to  get  everybody 
back  behind  the  university.” 

Mr.  Luce  said  the  recent  “straw  vote” 
indicated  that  the  trustees  would  ap¬ 
prove  the  legal  committee’s  recommen¬ 
dation  when  a  formal  vote  is  taken  at 
their  next  meeting  June  19. 

Mr.  Clements  was  invited  to  meet  with 
the  Bishops’  Committee  sometime  dur¬ 
ing  its  June  8-10  meeting. 

In  early  March,  Mr.  Clements  re¬ 
vealed  that  he  and  numerous  other  trust¬ 
ees  were  involved  in  a  decision  to 
continue  making  improper  payments  to 
athletes.  But  the  Texas  governor  has 
steadfastly  refused  to  publicly  to  identi¬ 
fy  others  who  took  part.  The  Bishops’ 
Committee  was  created  to  determine 


who  was  and  was  not  involved. 

Following  their  hoped-for  session  with 
Mr.  Clements,  Bishops’  Committee  mem¬ 
bers  plan  to  evaluate  their  findings  and 
submit  a  final  report  to  the  SMU  Board 
of  Trustees  June  19.  The  report  will  be 
made  public. 

School  officials  said  the  decision  not  to 
sue  Mr.  Clements  or  other  trustees  does 
not  extend  to  a  former  student  who  re¬ 
portedly  fed  false  rumors  to  news  organi¬ 
zations  alleging  other  scandals  at  SMU. 

The  student,  Kevin  L.  Lerner,  alleged 
that  boosters  paid  some  students  to  take 
tests  for  athletes  and  that  women  stu¬ 
dents  were  paid  to  have  sex  with  ath¬ 
letes. 

Dallas  news  organizations  and  SMU 
officials  have  concluded  those  reports 
were  a  hoax.  SMU  Vice  President  Leon 
Bennett  said  the  chances  were  “pretty 
good”  that  some  action  would  be  taken 
against  Mr.  Lerner. 

In  other  action,  the  school’s  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Intercollegiate  Athletics  has 
urged  SMU  to  remain  in  the  top  division 
of  intercollegiate  competition— Division 
1— and  keep  its  Southwest  Conference 
affiliation  when  its  football  program  is 
reinstituted  in  1989. 

The  school’s  1987  football  schedule 
was  suspended  by  the  National  Colle¬ 
giate  Athletic  Association  for  the  im-, 
proper  payment  scandal.  The  university 
voluntarily  axed  a  limited  1988  schedule 
because  SMU  would  be  unable  to  field  a 
competitive  team. 


Former  bishop  has  name 
on  ballot  for  lay  delegates 


Bishop  Finis  Crutchfield,  70,  dies 


Services  were  held  May  23  in  Houston 
for  retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  Fi¬ 
nis  A.  Crutchfield  Jr. 

Bishop  Crutchfield,  70.  died  May  21  at 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Houston  after  an 
extended  illness  (see  related  “My  Wit¬ 
ness”  article  on  Page  2). 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  (Florida 
Area),  president  of  the  UM  Council  of 
Bishops,  officiated  at  the  funeral  at  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church. 

He  was  assisted  by  Bishop  Benjamin 
R.  Oliphint  (Houston  Area);  the  Rev.  Al¬ 
bert  Outler,  emeritus  professor  at  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology;  and  the  Rev.  Wayne 
Day,  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC. 

Throughout  his  career,  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field  was  noted  for  his  strong  personality 
and  commitment  to  evangelism. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1972.  He  served  as  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  the  church’s  Louisiana  Area 
from  1972  to  1976  and  of  the  Houston 
Area  from  1976  to  1984. 

During  his  eight  years  as  its  leader,  UM 
membership  in  the  Houston  Area  climbed 


by  nearly  28,000.  Membership  totals 
across  most  of  the  denomination  contin¬ 
ued  to  decline  over  the  same  period. 

When  he  retired  in  1984,  Bishop 
Crutchfield  became  bishop  in  residence 
at  St.  Paul’s  UMC. 

“Bishop  Crutchfield’s  tenure  as  the  res¬ 
ident  bishop  of  the  Texas  conference  was 
marked  by  energetic  leadership  and  su¬ 
perb  dedication  to  the  highest  standards 
of  spiritual  sensitivity,  administration 
and  care  for  ministers  and  laity,”  Bishop 
Oliphint  said  in  a  formal  statement. 

“His  years  in  the  Texas  conference  ex¬ 
emplified  his  concern  for  and  leadership 
in  evangelism  and  church  extension.” 

Immediately  before  his  1972  election, 
Bishop  Crutchfield  served  12  years  as  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  the  6,500-member  Boston 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  in  Tul¬ 
sa,  Okla. 

He  had  spend  his  entire  32-year  career 
as  a  pastor  in  Oklahoma.  Besides  Tulsa, 
Bishop  Crutchfield  served  churches  in 
Oklahoma  City,  Goodwell,  Elk  City,  Mus¬ 
kogee  and  Norman. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  led  the  Oklahoma 


conference  delegation  to  seven  General 
Conferences,  the  denomination’s  highest 
legislative  assembly.  He  was  on  the  ad 
hoc  committee  that  planned  the  1968 
union  of  the  former  Methodist  and  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  churches. 

“Finis  represented  the  effort  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  best  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  which  includes  the  con¬ 
cept  of  racial  inclusiveness,”  Dr.  Outler 
told  the  “Dallas  Times  Herald.”  “He  had 
as  wide  a  ministry  among  different 
classes  and  ethnic  groups  as  anyone  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

From  1980  to  1984  Bishop  Crutchfield 
was  president  of  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Pensions.  He  served  as 
president  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  in 
1982-83. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  was  born  Aug.  22, 
1916,  in  Henrietta,  Texas.  He  was  the  son 
of  a  Methodist  minister. 

He  earned  a  bachelor’s  degree  from 
Southern  Methodist  University  in  1937 
and  a  master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Duke  University  in  1940. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  received  honorary 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

Dr.  A.  James  Armstrong,  who  resigned 
as  a  bishop  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  1983  and  later  surrendered  his 
clergy  credentials,  is  in  contention  for 
election  as  a  lay  delegate  to  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  1988  General  Conference. 

If  elected,  he  would  be  the  first  former 
bishop  to  serve  as  a  lay  delegate  to  the 
church’s  highest  legislative  body. 

Dr.  Armstrong,  62,  now  a  professor  of 
preaching  at  United  Methodist-related 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver,  has 
been  nominated  for  a  delegate  slot  by 
the  Denver  congregation  where  he  is  a 
lay  member. 

Hope  United  Methodist  Church  also 
has  elected  Dr.  Armstrong  its  lay  mem¬ 
ber  to  the  June  8-12  meeting  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference. 

The  annual  conference,  which  includes 
churches  in  Colorado,  Utah  and  part  of 
Wyoming,  will  elect  three  lay  and  three 
clergy  delegates  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  which  meets  once  every  four  years. 

“One  of  the  pastors  has  put  my  name 


in  the  hopper,”  Dr.  Armstrong  told  RNS. 
“I  may  get  a  few  votes,  but  don’t  expect 
to  be  elected.  That  would  be  a  bolt  of 
lightning.” 

A  knowledgeable  Denver-area  clergy 
leader  told  RNS  he  could  not  rule  out  the 
possibility  of  Dr.  Armstrong’s  election. 
“When  you  get  to  the  Rocky  Mountain 
area,  you  can’t  predict  anything,”  he 
said.  “We  have  a  reputation  that  any¬ 
thing  can  happen.” 

In  1983  Dr.  Armstrong  resigned  as  bish¬ 
op  of  the  UMC’s  Indiana  Area  and  as 
president  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  amid  rumors  of  a  sexual  liaison 
with  a  married  woman.  A  few  months  lat¬ 
er,  he  gave  up  his  clergy  status. 

The  former  bishop  has  gradually  re¬ 
turned  to  visibility  in  public  forums— 
preaching,  lecturing  and  leading  work¬ 
shops. 

In  addition  to  his  teaching  post  at  Iliff, 
he  is  a  consultant  for  Pagan  Internation¬ 
al,  a  Washington  public  relations  firm 
that  specializes  in  helping  corporations 
under  fire  from  church  groups  on  social 
issues. 


Reporter  series  wins  award 


Bishop  Crutchfield 

degrees  from  Oklahoma  City  University, 
the  University  of  Tulsa  and  Wiley  College. 

The  bishop  leaves  his  wife,  Benja  Lee; 
a  son,  the  Rev.  Charles  N.  Crutchfield, 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Odessa,  Texas;  and  two  grandchildren. 


By  DAN  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas— The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  won  the  top  award 
last  week  from  the  Associated  Church 
Press  for  “In-Depth  Reporting”  by  a 
newspaper  during  1986. 

Judges  selected  a  nine-part  Reporter 
series  on  the  U.S.  farm  crisis  for  the 
“Award  of  Merit.” 

Reporter  Managing  Editor  John  A. 
Lovelace  and  former  Staff  Writer  Sheron 
C.  Patterson  wrote  the  stories.  They 
were  published  March  21,  28,  April  18, 
May  30,  June  6,  July  11, 18,  25  and  Aug.  1, 
1986. 

The  award  was  presented  May  19  dur¬ 
ing  the  association’s  annual  meeting. 

In  the  citation  accompanying  the 
award,  judges  called  the  series  “a  text¬ 
book  example  of  how  religious  publica¬ 


tions  should  cover  political  events  which 
affect  members  of  local  churches.” 

Two  other  United  Methodist-related 
publications  received  awards  at  the 
meeting. 

“Interpreter,”  the  denomination’s  pro¬ 
gram  journal,  was  cited  for  the  most  im¬ 
proved  appearance  among  magazines 
and  for  the  best  departmental  presenta¬ 
tion  for  its  “It  Worked  For  Us”  section. 

"Weavings,”  a  new  publication  from 
the  Upper  Room  Section  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  received  three  ci¬ 
tations  in  the  non-denominational  cate¬ 
gory. 

The  judges  presented  44  awards  of 
merit  in  43  categories.  These  were  cho¬ 
sen  from  625  entries. 

About  100  people  represented  religious 
publications  from  across  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 


Pastor  takes  2  lie  detector  tests 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— The  Rev.  Walker  L.  Railey 
"passed”  one  of  two  lie  detector  tests  in 
which  he  has  asked  whether  he  had  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  near-fatal  attack  on 
his  wife  April  21,  his  attorney  said. 

However,  a  Dallas  police  captain  told 
the  “Reporter”  that  the  former  senior 
pastor  of  Dallas’  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  "untruthful”  during  a  sec¬ 
ond  test. 

Police  Capt.  John  Holt  said  investiga¬ 
tors  still  want  to  question  the  minister 
about  “conflicts"  in  his  account  of  his 
whereabouts  on  the  night  his  wife  was 
nearly  killed. 

Only  Dr.  Railey  can  clear  up  the  dis¬ 
crepancies,  Capt.  Holt  said  late  last 
week.  Dr.  Railey  has  refused  to  talk  with 
police  since  an  initial  interview,  the  offi¬ 
cer  added. 


“We  are  not  trying  to  imply  that  there 
is  any  indication  of  guilt  or  complicity 
through  Dr.  Railey’s  refusal  to  speak 
with  us,”  Capt.  Holt  said.  “He  is  well 
within  his  rights  to  refuse  to  do  so. 

“But,  our  investigation  is  being  ham¬ 
pered  by  this  lack  of  information.” 

The  United  Methodist  minister,  on 
leave  of  absence  his  5,700-member  down¬ 
town  church,  passed  a  test  administered 
by  former  Dallas  police  polygraph  oper¬ 
ator  Bill  Parker,  said  attorney  Doug 
Mulder.  Mr.  Mulder,  who  is  representing 
Dr.  Railey,  said  he  requested  the  test. 

Mr.  Mulder  said  a  second  test  May  15 
by  a  current  Dallas  police  operator  was 
being  termed  by  police  investigators  as 
“inconclusive.” 

Capt.  Holt  said,  however,  that  Dr.  Rai¬ 
ley’s  attorney  "has  been  less  than  totally 
accurate”  about  the  police-administered 
polygraph  test. 
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Portions  were  termed  inconclusive, 
the  officer  said,  “but  there  are  portions 
of  our  examination  that  were  conclusive 
that  he  (Dr.  Railey)  was  untruthful.” 

Dr.  Railey  was  asked  six  questions  in 
the  privately  administered  test,  Mr. 
Parker  said.  That  included  whether  he 
had  attacked  his  wife  or  had  arranged  to 
have  her  harmed. 

The  examination  showed  Dr.  Railey 
was  “clearly  truthful”  when  he  answered 
“no”  to  each  question,  Mr.  Parker  said. 

Polygraphs  are  not  admissible  as  evi¬ 
dence  during  a  trial  and  usually  are  used 
for  investigative  purposes. 

Mr.  Mulder  said  he  wants  a  third  test 
conducted  but  is  insisting  that  it  be  ad¬ 
ministered  by  a  independent  polygraph 
operator. 

The  former  assistant  district  attorney 
was  hired  by  friends  of  Dr.  Railey  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  UM  minister  following  a  sui¬ 
cide  attempt  May  1. 

Just  before  Dr.  Railey’s  drug  over¬ 
dose,  police  said  they  intended  to  ques¬ 
tion  him  about  "inconsistencies  in  his 
account  of  his  actions  and  whereabouts”, 
on  the  night  his  wife  was  attacked. 

The  39-year-old  minister  spent  10  days 
at  Presbyterian  Hospital  being  treated 
for  the  overdose,  then  checked  out  of  the 
hospital  and  admitted  himself  to  Tim- 
berlawn  Psychiatric  Hospital  in  Dallas, 
where  he  remains. 

Dr.  Railey’s  wife,  Margaret,  38,  was 
strangled  nearly  to  death  in  the  garage 
of  the  family’s  northeast  Dallas  home. 
She  has  remained  in  a  coma  since  and 
continues  to  be  listed  in  “serious”  condi¬ 
tion.  However,  she  no  longer  is  being  as¬ 
sisted  by  a  breathing-support  system. 
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NCC  delegation  to  make  first 
official  visit  to  North  Korea 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— In  an  effort  to  en¬ 
courage  reunification  of  North  and  South 
Korea,  a  National  Council  of  Churches 
delegation  will  visit  the  two  countries. 

It  is  the  first  time  an  NCC  delegation 
has  scheduled  an  official  visit  to  North 
Korea. 

The  June  19-July  1  trip  was  announced 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  May  12  to  the  NCC’s 
Executive  Committee  by  the  Rev.  Arie 
Brouwer,  general  secretary  of  the  council. 

The  NCC  has  a  long-standing  relation¬ 
ship  with  churches  in  South  Korea  but 
has  had  very  little  contact  with  North 
Korean  Christians. 

The  U.S.  visitors  are  to  worship  with 
congregations  in  both  countries,  explore 
ways  to  aid  ecumenical  relations  be¬ 
tween  North  and  South  Korean  Chris¬ 
tians,  and  try  to  help  members  of 
separated  Korean  families  make  contact 
with  one  another,  council  officials  said. 

Mission  Society  approves 
11  new  overseas  missionaries 

BOULDER  CREEK,  Calif.— The  unof¬ 
ficial  Mission  Society  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  approved  11  new  candidates  for 
overseas  missionary  posts  in  May. 

That  brings  the  number  of  missionaries 
and  missionary  associates  sponsored  by 
the  3-year-old  organization  to  76.  They 
serve  in  or  are  assigned  to  14  countries. 

In  addition,  the  society’s  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  commended  a  recent  proposal  by  the 
head  of  the  the  official  UM  mission  board 
to  increase  evangelistic  mission  work. 


"The  Mission  Society  will  study  the  pro¬ 
posal  further  and  present  our  reactions 
and  suggestions  at  the  next  dialogue  ses¬ 
sion  scheduled  in  August  of  this  year,”  di¬ 
rectors  said  in  a  formal  statement. 

Pennsylvania  church  declares 
itself  “nuclear-free  zone” 

PHILADELPHIA— Inspired  by  the 
UM  bishops’  Pastoral  Letter  on  nuclear 
disarmament,  a  Philadelphia-area  con¬ 
gregation  declared  itself  a  “nuclear-free 
zone”  May  3. 

“This  is  an  important  symbolic  act,” 
said  Lynne  Lory  Cox,  chairwoman  of  the 
social-concerns  committee  at  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  of  Germantown. 

“It  is  an  affirmation  that  the  church 
stands  for  peaceful  resolution  of  conflict 
and  that  church  members  recognize  that 
in  a  nuclear  war  there  will  be  no  winners 
but  all  will  be  losers.” 

Church  members  consider  their  action 
“one  way  we  can  respond  to  our  bishops’ 
urgent  call  to  work  ‘in  defense  of  cre¬ 
ation,’  ”  Ms.  Cox  said. 

Ann  Brown,  former  head 
of  mission  board,  dies 

DENVER  (UMNS)— A  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  for  Ann  Brown,  first  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Church  (now  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church)  was  May  22  at  University 
Park  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mrs.  Brown,  85,  died  May  16.  Her  body 
was  buried  May  20  at  Alton,  Kan. 

Before  her  1964  election  to  head  the 
mission  board,  Mrs.  Brown  was  general 


secretary  of  the  Woman’s  Division  of 
Christian  Service  (1960-64).  She  was  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  division  for  a  year  and  a  half 
before  that. 

Theressa  Hoover,  current  head  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  said,  “She  broke 
frontiers  as  the  first  general  secretary  of 
both  the  Women’s  Division  and  the 
board.  As  one  who  had  never  worked  pro¬ 
fessionally,  she  taught  us  the  value  of 
volunteer  experience.” 

Half  of  West  Germans  believe 
religion  is  obsolete 

ALLENSBACH,  West  Germany 
(RNS)— Forty-six  percent  of  West  Ger¬ 
mans  consider  religion  obsolete,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  survey  conducted  by  the 
Institute  for  Public  Opinion  Research. 

A  report  of  the  survey  findings  in  the  in¬ 
formation  service  of  the  German  Evan¬ 
gelical  Alliance  said  that  only  a  third  of 
the  West  Germans  believe  that  religion 
has  an  answer  for  the  problems  of  today. 

Two-thirds  of  the  people  said  they  be¬ 
lieve  in  God,  but  only  one-third  said  they 
“stand  by  the  teaching  of  the  church.” 
Fifty-seven  percent  said  they  "rarely  or 
never”  attend  worship. 

Thirty-seven  percent  said  they  didn’t 
believe  everything  in  the  Bible  but  re¬ 
gard  it  as  the  basis  for  their  faith;  35  per¬ 
cent  said  their  beliefs  have  “’ittle  to  do 
with  the  Bible”;  15  percent  said  they 
“firmly  believe”  it;  9  percent  considered 
the  Bible  to  be  a  “collection  of  more  or 
less  invented  stories”;  and  4  percent  had 
no  opinion. 
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Bishop  Announces  1987-88  Conference  Appointments 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  announced  the  following  ministerial  appointments 
during  the  17th  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  held  in  Shreveport  —  June  1-4. 
The  appointments  became  effective  following  the  closing  conference  session. 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent 
Alexandria: 

First . . 


..George  A.  Duerson  2 


.  Tracy  R  Arnold 

...  Larry  Donald  Norman 

. Fred  Flurry  R 

. Carl  K  Bray 

. Terral  T  Lowe 

(Wilbur  G.  C.  Davis  Sr  ) 

. .  Leon  Zordau  OD 

. . James  W.  Jones 

(Herbert  Green  FTLP) 
James  B  Clay.  Jr.  OD 
(Jennie  P  Jones  FTLP) 


First.  Associate . 

First.  Associate . 

First.  Min.  of  Education . . . 

Horseshoe  Drive . 

Newman . 

St.  Mark  s . 

Trinity-MacArthur  Dr . . .. . 

Wilton-Boyce.  Union . 

Ball-Clear  Creek-Springhill . 

Boyce.  First-Lahey  Chapel-Sieper  . . 

Bunkie:  • 

David  Haas  Mem.-Evergreen-Whites 

ChP . . . Charles  L  Floyd.  Jr. 

Wesley.  Booneville . T.B.S. 

Marshall-Simpson-St  Marks . . T.B.S. 

Col  fax -Hollins  Chapel . . . . . Fay  Barr-hartung 

Eden . T.B.S. 

Glenmora-Fellowship-Forest  Hill  Melder .  Gary  L  Elliott 

Jena.  Nolley  Memorial-Belah . Paul  C.  Carroll.  Sr 

Jonesville- Bethel .  (Joseph  L  Rountree) 

Lecompte-  Bayou  Chicot -Cheneyvi lie .  Claude  E  Henkel 

Marksville-Oak  Grove- 

Simmesport  . . . . . . . „... 

Marthaville- Beulah . 

Montgomery-Mt  Zion  Atlanta- 

St.  Maurice . . . . . . . . 

Mt  Zion-Emman-Campti.  St.  Paul-Ch.. 

St  Paul . . . . . . 

Natchitoches: 


Asbury-Williams  Chapel-St  Marks  . 

College  Avenue-Campti . .. . 

First . . 

First.  Associate . . . 

Oak  Grove  . . . 

Olla-Urama . . . . . . . 


Stephen  Porter 
Abe  M.  Conerly  R 


Sherman  L  Belrd  2 


.  (Alex  Johnson  PTLP)  13 


. Louis  Augustine.  Ill 

(Betty  Hoffman  SLP) 

. James  M.  Poole 

. J  Ryan  Horton.  Jr. 

(Milton  Monroe  FTLP) 
(Roy  C.  Young  FTLP) 


Pineville: 

Wesley  . 

Pleasant  Grove  . 

Pollock-Liberty  Chapel-Selma . . . 

. (Bryant  Gore  FTLP) 

Trout.  Justiss  Mem . 

Winnfield-Couley-Sanders  Chapel . . 

- — Michael  D.  McLaurin 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

Baker . 

Baker.  Associate . 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor . 

Hughes  Mem.-Macedonia- 

Jefferson . 

Ingleside . . . . . . 

. .  Fred  O.  Shirley 

North  Baton  Rouge- Istrouma . 

St.  Andrew's . 

. .  Carol  Susan  Winn 

— . Fred  B.  Wideman 

St.  Paul-Deerford . 

. John  C.  Coker 

Beech  Grove— . . . . . 

Bethel-Magnolia . 

(Edward  Lewis  Berry  R) 

Blackwater  . 

Clinton. 

St.  Peter-Moses  Chapel-Jackson 

Wall  Memonal -Clear  Creek . 

Denham  Springs 

Roberts-St  Luke . 

Clarence  L  Hillard  : 

Faithful-New  River... 

Friendship-Corbin  . . . 

Hammond.  First-Tickfaw . 

Gonzales  Meadows  Chapel . 

Greensburg  Wesley  Chapel _ 

Jackson-Ethel  . . 

Kentwood-Mt  Hermon  > . 

Live  Oak . 

Livingston-James  Chapel- 

Mangum  Chapel . 

Loranger -Cooper's  Chapel 

Montpelier  . 

Norwodd.  Asbury-Mt  Carmel 

Wesley . . . . 

Pine  Grove . 

St.  Francisville-Tunica  . . 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek . 

Tangipahoa -Pine  Ridge . 

Walker . 2 . 

Zachary.  First  ....,; . 


. (Thomas  A.  Wilson) 

- . — . DeWitt  A  Ginn 

.  William  M  Jacocks 

- John  M  Higginbotham.  Jr 

. Jack  D  Phelps 

. . TBS 

. — . Brady  B  Forman 

..  (Lewis  M.  Morris.  Jr..  PTLP) 

. (Percy  M.  Frazier  PTLP) 

. T.B.S 

. (Joseph  E  Moore  PTLP) 

. J  Penn  Morgan 

. (Harold  B  Babin  FTLP)  16 

. (Ellen  Montegudo  FTLP)  3 

. . William  V.  Sirman  R  3 

. .  Mark  R.  Martin  4 

. J  David  Corley  4 


BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

District  S 


...Kirby  A.  Vining  2 


Abbeville-Pecan  Island . J.  Edwin  Dilworth 

Baton  Rouge: 

Camphor  Memorial . . . . .  Moses  T  Jackson  Sr 

Firat . - . . . Joe  W  McClain 

First.  Associate . ...Lonnie  M  Sibley 

First.  Associate  - . . . . . . Gilbert  H.  Wade.  Jr 

First.  Associate . . . . . L  Chris  Curry 

First.  Minister  of  Music . Franklin  P  Poole 

Neely-Haruell . . . . Donald  R.  Avery 

St.  Mark . . .  Kenneth  M.  Fisher 

Wes,ey . . . - . -- . Leonard  L.  Haynes.  Jr. 

William  B  Relly 

Memorial  University . J.  Phillip  Woodland 

Wm.  B.  Reily  Mem.  Univ., 

Associate . . — . . Kenneth  M.  Carroll 

Briggs . (James  F.  Haynes  PTLP) 

Franklin: 


Asbury-Trinity ... 


...Major  M.  Goldman 


First-McGowen . j.  Vernon  Fairley 

Grand  River-Donaldsonville. 

First. 


D'ville.  St.  Peter-Belle  Rose. 

St  James. . 

Indian  Bayou-Kaplan . 

St  Paul-Fitzgerald- 

Mt.  Zion... . . . . 

St  Peter -Godman . . 

Lafayette 

Asbury . „ . . 

Asbury.  Associate . . 

Asbury.  Associate . 

Asbury.  Associate . . 

Davidson  Memorial-Lydia . 

First . 

First.  Associate . 

Church  of  the  Covenant . . 

Mallalieu-St  James . 

Lottie- Rosedale-Krotz 

Springs - - - 

Melville- Palmetto . . . 

New  Iberia.  First . . . 

New  Roads.  First-Port  Barre 


. . (Darryl  A.  Tate  FTLP) 

. - . Donald  D  Barrie 

. Gary  L  Van  Horn 

..(Fulton  A  Raymond.  Sr.  PTLP) 
. (John  D.  Sadler  FTLP) 

. .L  Ray  Branton 

. - .  Weldon  Bares 

. . Richard  L  Behling 

. Charles  R.  Langford 

. — . A.  Wayne  Evans 

. . Ira  M.  Robinson 

. G.  Larry  Maxwell.  Sr. 

. . Steven  W  Caraway 

. Howard  L  Milo 


. . Douglas  L.  Davis  2 

Kenneth  Chapman  OD  15 
. . Hugh  L.  Baker  4 

.  T.B.S. 


Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial  . . 

St.  Mark . 

Plaquemine 

First . . . ......... 

Hurst  Chapel-St.  Luke . 

Mallalieu-Ml  Zion . . 

St.  Peter-Green-Wiley  . .. . 

St.  Paul-St.  James . 

Scott  Chapel-Shiloh . 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . . . 

Cameron.  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier . 

Church  Point-Maxie-Ville  Platte . 

Crowley.  First . . . . 

DeQuincy.  First . 

DeRidder 

First . . . . 

Wesley-Merryvtlle . . . 

Eliza  bethHopewel  I- Pine  Grove . 

Eunice.  First-Iota . . . 

Fairview-Sweetlake . 

Gueydan . . . . . . 

Iowa.  First-Hayes . 

Jennings.  First . . . . . . ...... 

Kinder -Oberlin-Basile . 

Lake  Arthur . . 

Lake  Charles: 

First . . 

First.  Associate . . 

First,  Minister  of  Visitation . . 

Oak  Park . . . 

St  Luke-Simpson . . . . . 

University . . . . . . . . 

University,  Associate . 

Warren . . . . .. . . . 

Leesville: 

First-Holly  Grove. .... . 

Korean.. . . . . . . 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia . 

Moss  Bluff . . . 

Oakdale- Pine  Prairie . . . . . 

Florien.  Prospect  Hombeck . 

Ragley.  Squyres . _..._ . 

Raymond  Elton . . . . 

Rayne.  Centenary-Ebeneezer 

Branch  . . . . . 

Roanoke-Crowley.  Wesley . „ . 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial . .... . . . 

Henning  Mem.  Associate. . . 

Maplewood . . . . . 

Wesley-Hackberry . . . „. 

Vinton.  Welsh  Memorial . . . 

Welsh 

First-Jennings.  Trinity . .... 

Jones-Mallalieu-Trinlty . 

Westlake . 


. Cliff  C  Wright.  Jr 

. .  Wilmer  T.  Woodfork 

. J  Richard  Scott-Welch 

. (Thomas  Wesley  PTLP) 

...(Marcel  A  Johnson  FTLP) 

. (Ernest  E.  Scott  PTLP) 

. (Leroy  Brumfield  PTLP) 

. Charles  L.  Washington 


Thibodaux: 

First-Vacherie-Gibson . . . Thomas  L  Howe,  Jr. 

Calvary-Magnolia . . . (Louis  Augustine.  Jr.) 

NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent... 


—  . . Woodrow  W  Smith  4 

. Rod  Kennedy  2 

. . . Ester  L  Hammond  1 

- .... - W  Spiller  Milton  4 

. Robert  E.  Townsend  4 

. - . Clyde  W  Averett  4 

. . Douglas  R.  Foreman  2 

— „....  Heaton  B  Crammer  R  4 

—  . Lillard  R  BeviU  2 

. A.  Swindell  Hodges.  Jr.  4 

. . (Fred  B  Moore.  Jr.)  2 

. . Mark  B  Benge.  Sr  2 

. Richard  C  Hebert  1 

. (Chris  Blanchard  FTLP)  2 

.  David  R  DeWitt  3 

. .  J.  Henry  Bowdon.  Jr.  5 

—  . Walter  L  Parr,  Jr  3 

. . - . Carl  F  Lueg  R  8 

. T  Edward  Boyd  1 

. . . Thomas  A  Dunbar  3 

. . . Angus  L  Carrulh  3 

.  Edwin  H  House  2 

. . - . Julius  M.  Jefferson  2 

. Lewis  L.  Olmsted  6 

. Chung  Back  Kim  OD  1 

. .  Richard  H  Harry  R  1 

...(Glynn  L  Foreman  FTLP)  4 

. . Raymond  M  Crofoot  2 

. (Dan  B  Blake  PTLP)  1 

. (Deyo  R  Jodon  PTLP)  1 

. (Paul  C.  Singletary.  Sr.)  3 

. — . (A.  Richard  Poss)  2 

. (Homer  V  Bailes)  17 


Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak- 

Mary's  Chapel...- . 

Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial . . . John  R.  Johns 

Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel . (Wesley  R.  Cyprian  FTLP) 

Chalmette.  St.  Bernard- Arab! . . . Robert  W.  Bengtson 

Convent,  St.  James . — . - . - . (Dan  Washington  PTLP) 

Covington: 

First . . . . . . . . Theo  S.  Standley 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim . ...... . Kenneth  R  Bowman 

Franklinton: 

Centenary  Fisher . . . . . . . . . Willis  W  Dear 

Winan-Hayes  Chape! . . - . - . .  Terrence  S  August 

La  combe . . . . . . .  Kathryn  J.  Dauphin 

LaPlace.  First . . . — - . — Tommy  R.  Bergeron.  Sr 

Lutcher: 

First . . . — — . . . Riley  Sanson,  Jr.  OD 


Lutcher  Chapel-Gonzales, 
St.  Landry.. 


- - Robert  L  Potter 

. . . Steven  Kelly 

(Robert  D.  Hutson  FTLP) 

. Carolyn  P.  Brannon 

Jayne  Trammell-Kelly 


..Eddie  E.  Morgan,  Jr. 

. (Eddie  Francis) 

. Larry  D.  O'Dell 


Mandeville,  SL  Timothy-on-the- 

North-Shore . - . . . 

Metairie. 

Metairie-Messiah . . . 

Munholland . . . . . 

Munholland.  Associate . 

New  Orleans 

Bethany . - . 

Brooks . . . . . . . . . . 

Cornerstone . . . . 

Cornerstone.  Associate . . 

First . . . - . . . . . 

Gentilly . . . . 

Grace . . . 

Greater  New  Orleans  Urban  Ministry 
Felicity-St.  Marks-St  Philip _ _ 


Assoc . 

Hartzell-Ray  Avenue... 
LaHarpe- Thompson 

Lake  Vista . . 

St  Luke  s . . 

Spanish  Ministries . 

Trinity- John  Wesley 

Pearl  River-Talisheek . 

Ponchatoula 

First-Lee's  Landing _ 

First.  Associate  ...... 

Wesley  Chapel _ _ 

Slidell 

Aldersgate . 


..Curtis  Johnson  1 


....J  Lawrence  Maddm  1 

. S  Kemper  Smith  1 

,..C.  Richard  Hoffpauir  4 
—  (Charles  P  Strong)  4 


. . Alonzo  J  Campbell  3 

.  Samuel  W  Walker  R  4 

. Timothy  E  Lawson  2 

. ..  Carolyn  Ann  Stokes  1 

. Kenneth  R  Jones  2 

...» . J  William  Gregg  4 

.  (Guy  E.  West.  Jr..  FTLP)  2 

. C  David  Billings.  Jr  3 

. (Guy  E  West.  Jr  FTLP)  3 

(Marva  L  Mitchell  FTLP)  1 

. . (Robert  N.  Brown)  1 

. —.Andrew  J  Douglas  20 

-  . - . - . Alan  D  Einsel  1 

. Richard  R  Meek  1 

.  Marta  L  Sanfiel  4 

-  . Mickey  D  Stringfield  6 

. Ronald  D  Dauphin  4 


MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent. . 

Baskin-Union . 

Bastrop: 

First -Collinston . - . 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge . 

Mt  Olive-St.  James . 

Beekman  . . 

Columbia-Hebert . . 

Crew  Lake-Reveille . . . 

Delhi . 

Epps -Floyd -Pioneer . . 


. — Byrl  J.  Moreland  3 
...J.  P.  McKeithen  R  4 


Aldersgate.  Associate- 

First . . . . 

First.  Associate . . 

First.  Associate . 

First  Associate . _.. 

First.  Associate....: 


William  I  Eubanks 

. —  S.  Burl  Dampier  R 

-Edwin  J  Barksdale  R 

- - William  D  Peeples 

. Gregory  L  Bushway 

. Edward  0.  Pickens 

. —  Robert  L  Deich 

. Thomas  El  Dolph 

.  Helen  P  Marcussen 

...James  W.  Ailor  R 


. - . Ray  R  Spiller 

. Frank  M  Jones 

Woodrow  Harmon.  Jr.  OD 

. Isaac  A.  Patton.  Jr.  R 

.  John  L.  Vining 

. E  Benjamin  Fant 

Alfred  C  Blakewell.  Ill 


Hartzell  Mt  Zion-Newell . - . Randall  E  Campbell  2 

Springfield: 

First-Huff's  Chapel- 

Maurepas . . . . . Dale  E.  Holstein  1 

St.  James-Ninde  Chapel . . (Louis  A.  Smith  PTLP)  5 

Vamado-Sun-Bush . . . Karl  D.  Wood  18 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent.. . . . 


.  Henry  C.  Blount.  Jr.  4 


6 

3 

Femday-Clayton . . . . . . 

Grayson -Kelly . - . 

.  Wallace  P.  Blackwood  2 

(Douglas  E  MilUron  (FTLP)  2 

Arcadia-Mt  Mariab  . . . 

Athens -Crossroads . 

. William  A  Rowell.  Jr 

.  Cleburne  Quaid  R 

7 

Bernice- Beech  Grove- 

. - . (Cage  M.  McLemore) 

1 

Bienvtlle-Mill  Creek-Strange . 

Calhoun-Beulah-Indian  Village . 

Chatham-Centerpoint  . . 

4 

1 

2 

Monroe: 

First . . . . . 

First.  Associate . . . 

. . William  C  Blakely  2 

.  James  W  Mitchell  1 

. (S.  Alvin  Mayo  FTLP) 

(C  Michael  Roberts  FTLP) 
Barbara  S  Duke 

2 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial . 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial.  Associate . 

Memorial.. . 

St  Mark  s-Little  Creek . 

— - . . . (Joe  D.  Solomon)  3 

. (Louis  Redden  SLP)  1 

Clay . . . . . 

Concord . 

. . .  TBS 

4 

. - . Byrd  L. Terry  6 

Cotton  Valley- Pleasant  Valley  . 

Downsville-Bethel-Mt  Nebo  . 

Doyline-Sibley . 

. Richard  D.  Gillespie.  Jr 

4 

St  Paul . 

. .  Stephen  R  Williamson 

St  Paul's— . . . 

.  Kibbie  E  Hatfield 

Oak  Grove- Forest  . . . . . 

—  George  H  Sherman.  Jr.  8 

ErosAntioch . . 

3 

16 

12 

3 

3 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge  . 

. — . . —  Burton  F.  Blair  4 

Farmerville  . . . . . . . . . 

.  Lester  N  Nance 

St.  Andrew  s  Bartholomew . . . . 

St  Joseph- Waterproof - 

Wesley . . . 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg . 

. Houston  Roberts  3 

... — . Stephen  P  Carter  3 

William  H.  Willis  4 

Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon- 

Artzona  . . . . . 

Haynes ville-Shongaloo  . ; . 

. John  R  Oldham  R 

«... . (George  A  McVay) 

2 

1 

Tallulah . 

Vidalia . 

Washington  Circuit . 

. -....B  Ramon  Warren  3 

. . . . David  F  Fortuna  4 

(Joe  Brown  FTLP)  19 

Hodge- Dodson-New  Hope . 

Homer- Wesley  Chapel . 

. . Michael  L  Hammett 

- James  H.  Humphreys 

4 

West  Monroe 

Asbury . 

Manon-Bird  s  Chapel _ _ _ _ _ 

- -  Dorothy  M  McGowen 

6 

Claiborne- Willhlte . . . . 

Faith . . . . 

First . . . . . 

. . Elswood  J  Martin  1 

. . - . M  Jack  O'Dell  4 

Mmden 

First  . 

Harry  A  Harrington,  Jr  4 

First.  Associate  . 

. John  M  Downs  2 

. . . James  O.  Evans  1 

. . . TBS 

Lakeview  . 

4 

2 

Woodlawn . . 

Pine  Grove-Bethlebem . . . . 

Quitman-Faith  . 

...(Joseph  H  Windham  PTLP) 
(Thomas  C  Shinkle  SLP) 

Wisner-Boeof  Prairie . - . „.. 

NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 


(John  W.  Guyre)  1 


District  Superintendent... 

Berwick.  First . 

Buras.  Trinity-Hope  Chapel 

Destrehan.  St  Charles . . 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle... 
Houma 


..George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr. 

. - . David  Dietzel 

- . Mark  E.  Crosby  OD 

Richard  H.  Humphries 


(Gordon  L  Smith.  Sr.  FTLP)  2 


Ringgold -Castor 
Ruston. 

Grace . - . - . 

Trinity . . . . . 

Trinity.  Associate  ... 

Wesley  Chapel  .... . 

Simsboro-Sa  lem  ■  A  ntioch . . . 

Springhill-Sarepta . 

Whitehall-Colquitt- 


- . .  James  C  Skinner  2 

. - . Larry  G  Miller  3 

Christopher  H  Andrews  4 

. M  Roily  Walker  9 

.  M  Douglas  Ezell  3 

(Lloyd  E  Scott  FTLP)  2 
Charles  B  Humphreys  4 


First . 

2 

First . 

4 

Houma  Heighls-Clanton  Chapel . 

3 

4 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon . . . 

. (James  S.  Davidson  R) 

2 

Mathews.  Memorial-Bayou  Blue . 

5 

16 

Morgan  City 

Pharr  Chapel  . 

8 

Walmsley-Mason . 

28 

8 

Napoleonville.  Wesley-Woodlawn. . . . 

New  Orleans. 

- . (Albert  Holland  FTLP) 

10 

Aurora  . 

2 

Belle  Chasse-Marrero.  St.  James . 

Boynton . 

5 

Carrollton . 

3 

First  Street . . . . . 

First  Street.  Associate 

.  Abraham  E  Davis 

5 

Gretna . . . . . 

. Bob  L  Lawton 

Evergreen - - - - - W.  Paul  Cassels  R  12 


Jefferson-Christ . „ . . 

Kenner- 

First . ..... . . 

Ross  . 

Thomas-Hahnville.  St  James. . 

Korean . 

Mount  Zion . . . 

Napoleon  Avenue-Parker 

Memorial . . 

Peck . 


. Russell  L  Jones  10 

-Cleveland  B.  Herr,  Jr.  12 


■  Douglas  B  deGraffenreid 

. (Burnell  Bell  FTLP) 

— - - (Dan  C.  Simon) 

. Chang  Kyu  Lee 

. . . Leslie  P  Norris 

...Melvin  J.  Tumage 


Peoples.,.. 


St.  Paul-Scott  Chapel . . (OMt  J  Southall  PTLPI  2 


Philips  Memorial- 

Shaw  Temple . 

Rayne  Memorial- . . . 

Rayne  Memorial.  Associate  .  . 

St  Matthews . 

St  Paul . . 11.... 

Trinity . . . . . 

Wesley . . . 

Williams . . . 

Patterson- Bayou  Vista . 


..John  D.  V.  Hamilton 
. Alfred  Pollar 


. (Percell  Church.  Sr  FTLP) 

. - . Clyde  C  Frazier.  Jr. 

. James  F  Comer 

. J.  Roddy  Taylor 

. . — . Wesley  C  Reagan  OD 

. (Leslie  M  Taylor  PTLP) 

. Nathaniel  P  Williams  R 

-  (Thomas  A.  Hoover.  Jr  PTLP) 
. . . Karen  F  Davis 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . . . 

Benton  . ; . 

Blanchard . . . . . . 

Bossier  City 

Barksdale . . . . . 

First . . . 

First,  Associate... . 

First,  Associate . - . . . 

St.  Stephen's . 

Coushatta- Wesley  . 

Cross  Roads- Hall  Summit  _ _ 

Fairview-McDonald- 

New  Light  . . . . . 

Greenwood- Bethany . 

Hosston-Gilliam-Belcber . 

Ida . . . 

Keatchie-Shiloh  Longst reel . . 

Keitbville . 

Logansport  Bethel  . 

Love  Chapel-Haughton . . 

Mansfield-Grand  Cane . . . 

Many- Bayou  Scle . . . 

Mooringsport-Oil  City . 

Plain  Dealing- 

Walker's  Chapel . . . 

Pleasant  Hill-Mitcbell- 
Pelican .. 


- - - ...  W.  Odell  Simmons 

. - . Robert  A.  Weber 

— . . . M.  C.  Cady 

. . (James  R  Smith  FTLf  , 

. . . .  lohn  M  Lee 

(Ronald  J  Easterling  FTLP) 

.  William  P  Fraser  R 

. .  Hulen  C  Warren.  Jr 

. J  Thomas  Logan 

.. —  (J.  Donald  Johnson  PTLP) 


.(Oscar  E  Player  FTLP)  10 

. (John  H.  Lavo)  6 

.  James  R.  Woodward  1 

-  Robert  E  Carter  R  4 

-  (Jarrell  Morgan  PTLP)  1 
Garland  C.  Dean.  Jr  R  2 

. ..  Rupert  D.  Coles  2 

-  . Charles  B  Roper  2 

. Robert  I  Galatas  2 

-....Louis  M  Coppage.  Jr  3 

-  George  B.  Cunningham  3 

. . Jack  S.  Winegeart  1 


Pleas.  Vall.-Mt.  Zion- 

Bonchest-St  Matt . . . . .  TBS 

Rosa-James  Ch-Brdfr 

Ch-Pilgnms  Rest . - . 

Vivian-Rodessa . 

Shreveport 

Broadmoor . 

Broadmoor.  Associate . 

Broadmoor.  Associate . 

Broadmoor.  Associate  . 

Caddo  Heights-Cedar  Grove  . . . 

Christ  . . 

Christ,  Associate . . . 


.  (Oscar  Tippin.  Jr  SLP) 
. Terry  Willis 

. ,...H  Warren  Blakeman 

.  Richard  P  Smith 

George  F  Pearce.  Jr  R 
Edward  R  Thomas  R 

. . John  N  Williams 

. C.  Gerald  Richardson 

• . Jerry  Hilbun 


.Stone  W.  Caraway  5 
. Dale  E.  Branch  1 


Fairfield-Jewella 

. (Willie  E  Jackson.  Jr  SLP) 

2 

13 

Minister  of  Ed  4 

Johnson  Chapel- 

St  Paul 

Summer  Grove 

Donald  C  Cottrill 

4 

Summer  Grove.  Associate 

Trinity  . 

Wesley-Shady  Grove . . 

Zwolle-Converse-Noble- 
Haskins  Chapel . 


Robert  B  Crichlow.  Sr  R  4 

. R  Stephen  Casey  1 

. - . George  L  Thomas  17 

. Mel  Zerger  3 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN  CON.  STRUCTURE 

Exec  Director  of  Financial  Affairs . James  J.  Caraway  BRH  9 

Exec.  Director  of  Council  on  Ministries Harvey  G.  Williamson  BRH  6 

Director  of  Education  Ministries  John  M  Braden  BRH  4 

Director  of  Special  Ministries  .  Roger  D  Lathan  BRL  3 

Exec  Dir  Retired  Ministers'  Homes  Bd  James  L  Adams  A  3 

Off  of  Fid  Ser.  BGM  Nat  Div  James  E  Christie  R  9 

Wesley  Com  Ctr.  Atlanta.  Ga  -  GBGM  William  Craig  Taylor  NOS  5 

Assoc  Dir  CSC  Program.  Centenary  .  Wilson  Brent  S  2 

Assoc  Pro  of  Chr  Ed  4  Ch  of  Dep  Rel  Cent  Donald  G  Emler  S  11 
President.  Gammon  Theological  School  Alfred  L  Norris  NOH  3 

Assoc.  Prof  of  Phil.  4  Rel.  Studies  SMU . Benjamin  A  Petty  NOH  35 

Director  of  Admissions.  Perkins  Sch  SMU . . Linn  C.  Richardson  S  6 

Dir.  CSC  Program,  Cent  Coll . Herbert  M.  Scott  S  10 

Prof. /Teaching  Min.,  Iliff  Sch.  Th . Clarence  H.  Snelling  Jr  NOH  24 


Chap  4  Assoc  Prof  of  Rel.  Centenary  Coll 

President.  Cent  Coll.  Shreveport  . 

Prof  of  Social  Ethics.  Candler  Sch  Th 

Southern  University  Campus  Minister . 

UNO.  SUNO.  Delgado  Campus  Minister 
Southeastern  La  Univ  Campus  Minister 
Northwestern  La  Univ  Campus  Minister 

TUCM  -  LSU . . 

Univ  of  Southwestern  La  Camp  Min 

La  Tech  Univ  ,  Campus  Minister . 

McNeese  Univ  Campus  Minister . 

Tulane  University  Campus  Minister . . 

Northeast  La  Univ  Campus  Minister  . 


Robert  Ed  Taylor  S  27 

. Donald  A  Webb  S  11 

Theodore  R  Weber  NOH  30 
Freida  Brown  BRL  2 
Melissa  L  Draper  NOS  3 
M  Eugene  Fmnell  BRH  1 

. J  Ryan  Horton.  Jr.  A  2 

Randall  K  Nichols  BRL  5 

. R  Don  Ross  BRL  10 

William  M  Stokes.  Jr  R  30 
Wayne  G  Taylor  LC  6 
David  G  Trickett  NOH  5 
.  James  E  Wilson  M  19 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTEN.  MINISTRIES 

Chaplain/Dir.  of  Development.  MCH  Ruston . August  Aamodt  R  2 

.  Campus  Min.,  C^mixiunity  Coll.  Min.  Dallas . Debra  K.  Brazzel  BRL  1 

Chaplain/Dir.  Christian  Ed.,  MCH  Ruston . . Dale  M  Haggard  R  2 

Supt.,  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans . Wesley  O  Lynch.  Jr.  NOH  2 

Supt..  Peoples  Community  Center . Alfred  Pollar  NOH  2 

Chap  Dept.,  Emory  Univ  Hosp.,  Atlanta . Heide  K  Ginn  BRH  2 

Military  Chaplain.  US  Army  Willie  Lee  Henry  NOS  14 

Military  Chaplain.  US  Navy  Robert  G  Rowland  R  13 

Military  Chaplain.  US  Air  Force  .  John  Whitley  BRH  4 

Chaplain.  Vet  Admin .  Alexandria  Thomas  M  Babington  III  A  21 

Chaplain  Dir  Past  Care.  Pendleton  Mem  Hos  Paul  G  Durbin  NOS  12 

Chaplain,  S.C  Dept.  Youth  Services . Howard  D.  Ellzey  BRL  15 

Chaplain.  Dixon  Correctional  Institute . Bertrand  Griffin  BRL  1 1 

Chaplain  Green  Oaks  Psy.  Hospital . M.  Theresa  McConnell  A  1 

Chap/Dir  Past  Care,  Mem  Med  Ctr.  Sprfld,  II . Roy  B  Nash  NOH  10 

Chaplain,  Pendleton  Mem.  Meth.  Hosp . Judy  E.  Nelson  NOS  6 

Assoc.  Chap.,  Baton  Rouge  Medical  Ctr . Henry  E.  Pickett,  Sr  BRH  12 

Chap./Prof,  of  Rel.,  Curry  College . W  Russell  Pregeant  BRH  16 

Chap.,  East  La.  St  Hosp.,  Jackson . Walter  C.  Worthy  BRH  17 

Dir  Youth  Care  Serv/ Juliette  Fowler  Home . Joseph  E  Fogle  NOS  10 

Dir/Pastoral  Care.  Central  La.  St.  Hosp . Roland  K  Friedrich  A  24 

Rehab  Tech/Chap  Alco  Reh  Ctr. 

VA  Hosp.  NO  . — .  Clarence  G  Fuller  NOS  8 

Consult..  E  Dallas  Coop  Par  Min.  . George  Holcombe  M  5 

Spec  Ministry  Meth  Ch  of  Eng  Randall  B  Scrivener  NOH  2 

Campus  Min.  Univ  of  Calif.  San  Diego  Robert  J  Wagener  NOH  5 
Supv  Campus  Life  4  Rel  Ed  UMH.  OK  Douglas  T  Williams  Jr  R  3 

United  Theo.  College,  Bangalore,  India . Carlos  A.  Welch  A  1 

Scope  Ministries.  Opelika,  Ala . John  Howard  Sewell  BRH 


1 

SPECIAL  APPTS.  BEYOND  LOCAL  CH.  STRUCTURE 

Coord,  Counsel  4  Guid..  Vernon  Par  SB . Forest  N  Blount  LC  5 

Exec  Dir  Creative  Min  Assoc  Durham.  NC . Cathy  Carlson  M  12 

Exec.  Dir.  Live  Oak  Retirement  Ctr.  Sh . Jay  Irby  S  3 

Staff  Oral  Roberts  Med.  Ctr.,  Tulsa . (John  C  Lane  FTLP)  NOS  2 

Assist  Dean  of  Students,  Univ.  of  Wise . William  Douglas  McLean  R  4 

Samaritan  Counseling  Center,  Shreveport . Kathy  Clark-Dickens  S  1 

APPOINTED  TO  ATTEND  SCHOOL 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Iliff  School  of  Theology 
Iliff  School  of  Theology 

Emory  University . 

Emory  University . 

Harvard  Divinity  School 
St  Paul  School  of  Theology 
St  Paul  School  of  Theology 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary 
Eden  School  of  Theology 


Kenneth  Graham  M 
Isiah  M  Lee.  Jr  NOS 
M  Stuart  Sherman  M 
Richard  Teeter  S 
Maria  J  Kennedy  NOH 
Mike  Ricke  NOH 
Paul  C.  Carroll.  Jr  A 
Millicent  C  Feske  NOS 

.  Robert  K  Martin  A 

James  R  Huber  BRH 
Ricky  L  Willis  R 
Scott  Adams  BRH 
Mary  C  Sloan  NOS 


Disability  Leave 
Disability  Leave 
Disability  Leave 
Disability  Leave 
Disability  Leave 


Leave  of  Absence 
Leave  of  Absence 
Leave  of  Absence 
Leave  of  Absence 
Leave  of  Absence 


Sabbatical  Leave .. 


Dir.  of  Christian  Edue 
Lake  Vista. 


DISABILITY  LEAVE 

. Raymond  DeLaughter  S 

. (Daniel  M.  Grove.  Jr)  S 

. Sidney  Earl  Irving  A 

.  D.  Dale  Lyons  BRL 

. . Daniel  W  Tohline  R 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

. Miles  T.  Holliday  S 

. Jerry  M  James  NOH 

. Lynn  W  Merrill  S 

. - . - . Jerry  VanHoosen  NOS 

■ . Robert  Williams  BRH 


SABBATICAL  LEAVE 


..Joe  A.  Hoover  1 


DIACONAL  MINISTERS 

Munholland . Lylln  Guth  Craig  NOS 

Barbara  C.  Einsel  NOS 


Dir.  Conf.  Rel/Div.  of  Diac.  Min.  Nashv... . Joaquin  Garcia 

Children  s  Coordinator.  GBD . Barbara  Garcia  M 

Guidance  Counsellor.  Merryville  H.S . Norma  K  Garlington  LC 

Youth  Min.,  Broadmoor  UMC.  Baton  Rouge . John  Edd  Harper  BRH 

Dir.  of  Christian  Education.  Horseshoe . Patricia  Haulk  Hogan  A 

Director  of  Music,  Zachary . ..Sidney  Montegudo  BRH 

Dir  of  Christian  Educ.,  First  UMC,  Monroe . Doris  P  Sheppard  M 

TRANSFERRED  IN 

From  North  Georgia  Conference . Kenneth  R.  Jones 

TRANSFERRED  OUT 

To  Nebraska  Conference . . . L  Patterson  Culligan 

To  North  Dakota  Conference . Mark  W  Meier 


Honorable  Location . 


HONORABLE  LOCATION 


. Paul  Longstreth 


WITHDRAWN 

Withdrawn . . William  M.  McCutcheon 

DISCONTINUED 
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‘User  friendly’  imagery  computes 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


JUNE  5,  1987 


Since  ancient  times,  believers  have 
found  ways  to  use  worldly  language  to 
speak  a  fresh  word  about  Christian  faith 
and  life. 

A  Southern  Baptist  pastor  recently 
furthered  that  practice  by  borrowing  a 
term  from  the  language  of  computers. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Self  of  Atlanta  told  par¬ 
ticipants  at  a  national  church-training 
conference  that  congregations  are  more 
effective  when  they  are  "user  friendly.” 

We  like  that  imagery. 

In  computer  jargon,  the  term  "user 
friendly”  refers  to  the  ease  with  which 
people  can  operate  computers  and  relat¬ 
ed  equipment.  The  easier  the  computer 
is  to  use,  the  more  “user  friendly”  it  is. 

Translation  to  church  life:  “User 
friendly”  congregations  are  those  that 
reduce  barriers  that  hinder  people  from 
entering  or  becoming  more  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  the  church’s  life  and  ministry. 

Probably  very  few  congregations  have 
no  impediments  to  involvement.  Those 
impediments  might  include  indifferent 
welcoming  to  worship  services,  dull  and 
lackluster  worship,  limited  opportunities 
for  participation  in  age-level  groups, 
lack  of  a  lively  Sunday  school,  physical 
barriers  such  as  poor  lighting  or  inade¬ 
quate  sound  systems,  etc. 

Other  factors  may  be  less  obvious  but 
evpn  mnrp  basic  impediments  to  a 


church’s  being  "user  friendly.” 

Most  common  probably  is  a  failure  to 
“meet  people  where  they  are."  Few  peo¬ 
ple  are  likely  to  be  attracted  to  a  congre- 
gation  that  doesn’t  show  tangible 
evidence  that  its  ministry  addresses  their 
particular  needs,  interests  and  gifts. 

Congregations  that  show  a  lively  inter¬ 
est  in  their  members’  strengths  and  a  de¬ 
sire  to  minister  to  their  weaknesses  open 
spiritual  and  psychological  doors  for 
participation  and  a  feeling  of  belonging. 

Example:  Periodic  written  inventories 
of  members'  needs  and  Christian  service 
interests,  followed  by  an  appropriate 
personal  response  and/or  invitation  to 
involvement,  help  many  congregations 
“stay  in  touch.”  Such  a  procedure  en¬ 
courages  people  who  otherwise  would  sit 
on  the  sidelines  to  become  involved. 

Efforts  to  make  our  congregations 
“user  friendly”  enable  the  body  of  Christ 
to  be  a  living  reminder  of  the  biblical 
promise:  “Ask,  and  it  will  be  given  you; 
seek  and  you  will  find;  knock,  and  it  will 
be  opened  to  you." 

How  “user  friendly"  is  your  congrega¬ 
tion?  What  steps  might  you  and  others 
take  to  remove  barriers  that  discourage 
visitors  from  becoming  members  and 
lukewarm  members  from  becoming  ac¬ 
tive  participants? 


FA4T  our  little 
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My  Witness 

Love j  concern  revealed  in  begonias 


Divorce  rate:  No  reason  to  rejoice  Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  EDIE  SENALIK 

As  I  worked  alone  in  the  large  church 
kitchen,  I  could  hear  the  outside  murmurs 
of  traffic,  of  people  walking  past  the 
building,  of  balls  bouncing  on  the  parking 
lot.  Inside  all  was  quiet  and  serene.  I 
readied  myself  for  the  task  at  hand. 

I  was  potting  begonias  to  be  given  to 
all  women  of  the  church  on  Mother’s 
Day.  Our  church  gives  a  flower  to  all 
adult  women  on  Mother’s  Day,  honoring 
womanhood  as  well  as  motherhood. 

In  the  past,  a  young  adult  Sunday- 
school  class  had  taken  on  this  responsi¬ 
bility.  Several  of  us  would  gather  the 
Saturday  before  Mother’s  Day  to  pot  in¬ 
dividual  begonia  plants  in  styrofoam 
cups  and  arrange  them  along  the  altar  in 
the  church  sanctuary  to  be  ready  for  the 
Mother’s  Day  worship  service. 

Our  annual  sessions  for  potting  bego¬ 
nias  were  a  time  of  talk,  laughter  and 
sharing  joys  and  concerns. 

Plans  were  not  made 

But  this  year,  because  of  unforeseen 
circumstances,  plans  were  not  made  in 
time  to  gather  the  group.  I  decided  this 
task  must  be  done  even  if  I  had  to  do  it 
all  by  myself! 

So  I  began  to  work,  laying  out  several 
styrofoam  cups,  placing  a  begonia  in  each 
one,  patting  in  some  extra  potting  soil  and 
finally  wrapping  it  with  a  sheet  of  foil. 


As  I  worked,  I  began  to  think  of  the 
women  who  would  be  receiving  these 
small  tokens  of  love.  I  thought  of  all 
those  who  would  be  in  attendance. 

Some  would  have  families  with  them. 
Some  would  be  alone.  But  each  one 
would  be  honored  as  a  special  person. 

I  thought  of  the  women  in  the  adult 
women’s  Sunday-school  class  who  had  al¬ 
ways  given  so  much  of  themselves  for 
the  church,  and  I  pot¬ 
ted  several  special 
begonias  for  them. 

I  thought  of  all  the 
young  mothers,  car¬ 
ing  for  babies  and 
small  children,  and  I 
patted  in  the  soil  ex¬ 
tra  lovingly  for  the 
young  mothers. 

I  thought  of  the  women  whose  own 
children  were  many  miles  away,  or  who 
had  no  children  of  their  own,  but  who 
served  as  surrogate  mothers  for  those 
who  needed  that  kind  of  special  atten¬ 
tion.  I  potted  several  more  begonias  for 
the  surrogate  mothers. 

I  thought  of  the  homebound  members 
and  knew  sons  or  daughters  or  other 
friends  in  the  church  would  be  taking  a 
begonia  to  the  homebound.  I  potted  more 
begonias  for  the  homebound,  preparing 
each  one  in  love  as  I  wrapped  the  foil 


Edie  Senalik 


around  the  plant. 

A  special  prayer  to  God 

I  thought  of  the  young  women  who  are 
not  yet  mothers  and  are  just  beginning 
their  adult  lives.  I  potted  begonias  for 
each  of  them  with  a  special  prayer  to 
God  for  their  guidance  and  safekeeping. 

I  continued  to  think  of  special  women 
in  our  church  as  I  worked.  The  time 
passed  much  more  quickly  than  I 
thought  it  would. 

When  I  finally  took  the  begonias  into 
the  sanctuary  and  arranged  them,  I 
thought  they  looked  even  more  special 
than  in  other  years.  After  all,  they  would 
be  going  into  the  homes  of  special  people. 

I  don’t  know  if  any  of  the  women  who- 
received  a  flower  that  year  knew  just 
how  special  they  were.  But  I  like  to  think 
the  begonias  knew,  that  they  grew  and 
blossomed  even  more  beautifully  be¬ 
cause  of  the  love  and  concern  that  was 
potted  with  each  one. 

"My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Edie  Senalik  is  a  member  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Springfield. 
III.  (Central  Illinois  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


A  recent  Census  Bureau  report  could 
create  a  false  impression  about  marital 
stability  in  American  society. 

One  newspaper,  for  example,  rejoiced 
editorially  at  the  census  report  showing 
the  1986  divorce  rate  to  be  4.8  per  1,000 
people— the  lowest  rate  since  1975.  The 
editorial  said  that’s  the  ‘‘best  news  for 
the  family  in  years." 

We  wish  that  were  the  case.  But  other 
Census  Bureau  findings  released  at  the 
same  time  suggest  that  is  far  too  opti¬ 
mistic  an  assessment. 

Although  divorce  totals  have  dropped 
slightly,  so  has  the  number  of  marriages. 
When  1986  divorce  and  marriage  totals 
are  compared,  the  marriage  success/fai¬ 
lure  rate  remains  much  as  it  has  for  the 
past  10  years:  One  of  every  two  mar¬ 
riages  ended  in  divorce. 

That  is  not  good  news.  The  resort  to  di¬ 
vorce  to  resolve  marital  conflict  re¬ 
mains  tragically  commonplace.  And  the 
divorce  rate  among  Christians  appears 
to  be  less  and  less  different  from  that  of 
society  as  a  whole. 

That  pattern  reflects  a  “throwaway”  at¬ 
titude  that  infects  much  of  our  society.  If 
something  is  uncomfortable,  disagreeable 
or  merely  inconvenient,  so  the  attitude 
goes,  one  should  “just  get  rid  of  it”  even  if 
the  “it”  is  a  sacred  human  relationship. 

That’s  very  different  from  the  model 
set  for  us  by  our  Lord.  From  His  tempta¬ 


tions  in  the  wilderness  to  His  suffering 
on  the  cross,  Jesus  sought  God’s  will  by 
struggling  with  His  responsibilities  and 
relationships  rather  than  fleeing  them  or 
simply  “blowing  them  off.” 

We  as  Christians  likewise  should  resist 
the  temptation  to  seek  quick  fixes  for 
difficult  situations.  And  we  should  simi¬ 
larly  encourage  others. 

That  includes  the  way  we  deal  with 
troubled  marriages.  In  a  “throwaway” 
society,  faithful,  lasting  marriages  show 
both  the  possibility  of  and  need  for  lives 
of  commitment  to  God  and  others. 

Christian  compassion  and  tradition,  of 
course,  recognize  that  some  circum¬ 
stances  may  make  divorce  more  appro¬ 
priate  than  its  alternative. 

Such  people  do  not  need  to  experience  a 
harsh,  judgmental  attitude  from  fellow 
Christians.  The  church’s  ministry  should 
be  actively  extended  to  people  who  experi¬ 
ence  divorce — both  to  help  them  deal  with 
their  grief  and  perhaps  to  prepare  for  an¬ 
other,  healthier  marriage  in  the  future. 

However,  the  church  should  continue  to 
emphasize  in  its  counsel  to  people  ponder¬ 
ing  marriage  or  re-marriage  the  lifelong 
nature  of  the  marriage  covenant. 

Neither  they  nor  we  should  permit  re¬ 
ports  of  fewer  divorces  to  lure  us  into  re¬ 
laxing  that  emphasis  so  long  as  one  of 
every  two  marriages  still  dishonors  the 
vow,  "until  death  us  do  part.” 


Why  can’t  we  just  call  each  other  ‘cousin’? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  finished  reading  a  joke  in  a 
1958  issue  of  “Together”  magazine.  It 
went  like  this: 

At  the  last  moment  a  minister  was  asked 
to  preach  the  funeral  sermon  for  another 
minister  who  had  suddenly  become  ill. 

Realizing  he  had  forgotten  to  ask  if  the 
deceased  had  been  a  man  or  woman,  he 
frantically  tried  to  catch  a  mourner's  eye. 
Finally  succeeding,  he  pointed  to  the  cas¬ 
ket  and  whispered — "Brother  or  Sister?" 

"Cousin,"  came  the  faint  reply. 

Then  it  dawned  on  me!  That  could  be 
the  answer!  With  all  the  confusion  we  are 
having  about  God  the  father,  Jesus  the 
son,  the  feminist  movement,  the  lesbi¬ 
ans,  the  gays— the  trouble  we  are  having 
with  Scripture  and  song— let’s  just  get 
rid  of  all  the  controversy.  Let  s  all  just 
be  cousins,  including  the  Diety. 

Father,  mother,  son,  daughter,  sister, 
brother,  aunt,  uncle,  grandmother, 
grandfather,  niece,  and  nephew  all  have 
denotations  of  gender.  Cousins,  as  far  as 
I  know,  are  the  only  relatives  who  can  be 
male  or  female. 

Cousin  Jesus,  cousin  of  God,  be  with 
all  my  cousins  everywhere. 

Cousin  Mabel  Walker 
Loraine,  Ohio 


Here  I  Stand 

Lt.  Col.  North,  the  Gospel  and  the  church 


By  JACK  O’DELL 

I  am  always  intrigued  by  the  use  of 
biblical  passages  by  public  figures.  Per¬ 
haps  it  is  my  sick  sense  of  humor  that 
watches  for  opportunities  to  snicker. 

Or  maybe  it  is  because  religion  and 
politics  have  been  strange  bed-partners 
throughout  history,  particularly  Ameri¬ 
can  history. 

Recently,  I  was  intrigued  by  Lt.  Col. 
Oliver  North's  quoted  use  of  Jesus’ 
words  to  defend  his  actions  for  selling 
arms  to  the  Iranians:  "Blessed  are  those 
who  are  persecuted  for  righteousness’ 
sake,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heav¬ 
en”  (Matthew  5:11). 

My  initial  response  was  to  laugh  out 
loud.  Maybe  that  is  not  the  best  way  to 
respond,  but  I  did. 

I  laughed  because  I  am  aware  of  the 
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preceding  words  of  our  Lord:  "Blessed 
are  the  peacemakers,  for  they  shall  be 
called  sons  of  God.”  I  wondered  if  Lt. 
Col.  North  had  seen 
that  verse. 

It  can  be  ignored 
easily,  especially  if 
one  is  looking  in  a 
Bible  concordance 
for  a  word  form  of 
“right.”  The  peace¬ 
makers  verse  would 
not  be  mentioned. 

Neither  would  be  the  verses  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  Matthew  5  that  speak  of  the 
poor  in  spirit,  or  mourning,  mercy  and 
purity  in  heart. 

I  can  see  why  Verse  6,  “hungering  and 
thirsting  for  righteousness  sake”  might  be 
omitted.  Who  wants  to  be  hungry  and 
thirsty?  Not  those  in  power  for  sure!  That 
would  be  a  sure  sign  of  weakness. 

What  was  his  perspective? 

After  my  laughter  died,  I  wondered 
what  perspective  could  have  influenced 
Lt.  Col.  North  to  use  Jesus’  words  in  such 
a  manner. 

I  began  to  wonder  if  “righteousness” 
could  be  defined  as  "taking  courageous 
action  for  noble  cause.”  After  all,  if  sell¬ 
ing  arms  for  the  release  of  the  hostages 
worked,  it  would  be  all  right.  And,  trad¬ 
ing  off  money  to  the  contras  didn’t  even 
seem  to  make  the  price  too  high. 

But  then  Lt.  Col.  North  is  still  con¬ 
demned  by  the  words  of  Jesus.  For  in 
Matthew  6:1,  Jesus  condemns  those  who 
perform  religious  acts  for  recognition. 
So  much  for  being  righteous  in  that  vein. 

Surely  Lt.  Col.  North  did  not  see  righ¬ 
teousness  in  terms  of  “doing  what  the 
law  required.”  If  that  was  the  case,  he 
must  have  forgotten  the  law  forbidding 
the  selling  of  arms. 

It  is  here  that  the  New  Testament 
truth  — the  law  ultimately  means 
death— rings  true.  The  law  would  reveal 
only  how  Lt.  Col.  North  and  other  leaders 
failed  in  their  righeousness  and  must  re¬ 
ceive  the  consequences  of  judgment. 
Strict  interpretation  would  require  no 
mercy,  no  immunity,  simple  judgment. 

Is  that  the  persecution  for  righteous¬ 
ness'  sake  that  Lt.  Col  North  is  talking 
about?  Our  judicial  system  has  plenty  of 
these  "victims"  incarcerated  in  our  peni¬ 
tentiaries. 

Was  it  for  compassion’s  sake 

Let’s  assume  that  Lt.  Col.  North’s  ac¬ 
tions  were  for  the  sake  of  compassion.  If 
it  were  compassion  for  the  hostages,  we 
could  applaud  such  behavior.  Can  we  jus¬ 
tify  the  actions  taken  by  Lt.  Col.  North 
based  on  a  compelling  compassion? 

Again,  I  think  Jesus  would  shake  his 
head,  “No!”  He  would  point  to  the  eternal 
view  of  me  situation  at  nand,  offering 
words  of  comfort  and  strength. 


Jesus’  action  (or  inaction)  would  not 
diminish  the  love  and  concern  for  our 
brothers  and  sisters  held  hostage  but 
only  keep  us  from  reacting  with  violence 
and  vengeance.  He  would  remind  us  that 
an  act  of  compassion  that  makes  a  rela¬ 
tionship  of  compassion  impossible  is  an 
unrighteous  act. 

How  can  we  maintain  relationships  of 
compassion  within  our  world  by  supply¬ 
ing  weapons  of  war  even  to  our  enemies? 
Though  creating  an  illusion  of  closeness, 
this  view  ultimately  offers  more  distance. 

Perhaps  then,  Lt.  Col.  North’s  compas¬ 
sion  is  in  the  sense  of  duty  or  faithfulness 
to  higher  authorities.  In  this  case,  it  might 
even  turn  out  to  be  President  Reagan. 

Again,  the  definition  of  righteousness 
does  not  fit.  Righteousness  is  defined  in 
the  Judeo-Christian  world  by  God.  Unlike 
our  ancient  historical  civilizations,  we 
know  that  our  leader,  our  president,  does 
not  represent  the  earthly  image  of  God. 

Sometimes  our  leaders  need  to  be  re¬ 
minded  of  that.  Such  a  view  of  righteous¬ 
ness  is  idolatry.  Certainly  Lt.  Col.  North 
does  not  mean  to  imply  to  suffer  perse¬ 
cution  for  our  idolatries  is  to  gain  the 
kingdom  of  heaven. 

Another  view  of  righteousness 

I  offer  Lt.  Col.  North  this  understand¬ 
ing  of  righteousness:  Righteousness  is 
God’s  act  of  saving  our  world.  Human¬ 
ity’s  righteousness  relies  upon  trusting 
and  accepting  God’s  act  of  righteousness. 

By  God’s  action,  we  are  restored  in  a 
covenant  relationship  with  God.  We  ad¬ 
mit  our  failures  and  accept  God’s  mercy 
and  forgiveness.  In  accepting,  we  then 
choose  to  accept  and  uphold  the  commu¬ 
nity  that  God's  act  calls  into  being. 

It’s  living  in  this  community  that  is 
tough.  It  makes  us  seem  helpless,  weak 
and  powerless.  Within  this  community, 
we  are  held  hostage  by  earthly  powers— 
Auschwitz,  South  Africa,  Ethiopia,  and 
the  list  goes  on.  It  is  faithfulness  and 
trusting  in  God’s  saving  grace  in  these 
times  that  are  blessed. 

That  is  what  Jesus  meant  by  his 
words.  It  is  this  kind  of  faith  that  is  born 
out  of  those  poor  in  spirit.  Faith  like  that 
mourns.  Such  a  faith  hungers  and  thirsts 
for  God’s  righteousness.  It  is  faith  that 
knows  and  receives  mercy— faith  that 
begins  by  being  pure  in  heart. 

People  with  this  faith  find  themselves 
persecuted,  only  to  catch  a  glimpse  of 
the  true  kingdom  of  heaven. 

In  a  way,  I  am  sorry  I  laughed  at  Lt. 
Col.  North’s  use  of  the  Gospel.  I  should 
have  been  moved.  All  this  religious  stuff, 
it  will  never  really  work!  Or  maybe 
there  is  something  to  all  this  religious 
stuff  that  we  should  rediscover. 

The  Rev.  M.  Jack  O'Dell  is  pastor  of 
Faith  UMC,  West  Monroe,  La.  (Louisiana 
Annual  Conference). 


Keep  up  the  vigil 

To  the  Editor: 

As  to  your  May  15  editorial  headlined, 
“Hart  tragedy:  morality  still  counts,”  I 
can  say  only  “Amen”  and  well-written. 

Mr.  Hart  obviously  believes  that  he’s 
qualified  to  sit  in  the  office  of  the  most 
powerful  person  on  earth  when  he’s  in 
the  habit  of  getting  involved  in  extra¬ 
marital  affairs  and,  when  caught,  trying 
to  lie  out  of  it.  One  is  forced  to  ask  what 
would  he  likely  be  willing  to  lie  about 
while  in  office. 

History  teaches  that  loose  morals  and 
high  office  make  an  explosive  (or  at  least 
corrosive)  mixture.  I  hope  the  media 
keep  up  the  vigil. 

Joseph  H.  Garrett 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Backbone  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Hallelujah!  to  your  article  about  Bish¬ 
op  Jack  Tuell’s  report  on  "incompetent 
pastors"  (see  UMR,  May  1). 

I  am  so  glad  someone  has  the  back¬ 
bone  to  address  what  I  feel  is  one  of  the 
most  serious  problems  attacking  our  de¬ 
nomination  today. 

Damaging  churches?  Yes. 

Attacking  membership?  Yes. 

Incompetent?  Yes,  but  more  likely  in¬ 
effective,  unhappy,  depressed,  over¬ 
whelmed,  incapable,  poorly  prepared 
and  lazy  among  other  factors— all  be¬ 
cause  somewhere,  sometime,  somehow 
they  were  misguided. 

To  acknowledge  any  of  the  above  does 
not  make  the  individual  any  less  scholarly, 
caring,  compassionate  or  Christ-centered. 

Incompetence  is  confronted  all  the 
time  in  the  secular  work  place.  But  new 
avenues  are  opened;  alternatives  of¬ 
fered;  encouragement  and  support  given. 
Why  not  the  same  for  clergy? 

I  trust  this  issue  will  be  given  serious 
study  at  the  1988  General  Conference. 

J.  Lynn  Bradley 
Slidell,  Louisiana 

Gospel’s  for  sharing 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  considerable  distress  Har¬ 
vey  Holland’s  response  to  the  May  8  edito¬ 
rial  headlined,  “Acting  boldly  with  faith, 
nerve,  and  vigor”  (see  UMR,  May  22). 

The  kingdom  of  God  is  just  that,  a 
kingdom.  It  is  a  kingdom  to  which  one 


gives  his)  or  her  allegiance  voluntarily 
but  a  kingdom  nonetheless. 

Jesus  claimed  bluntly  to  be  no  less 
than  God  in  the  flesh.  His  command¬ 
ments  to  Christians  regarding  evange¬ 
lism  are  as  binding  on  the  church  today 
as  they  were  in  the  apostolic  period. 

We  cannot  forget  that  Jesus  said,  “. . .  I 
am  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life;  no  one 
cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me” 
(John  14:6). 

We  cannot  forget  the  “Great  Commis¬ 
sion”  and  be  fully  true  to  our  Lord.  If  Mr. 
Holland’s  view  had  prevailed  in  the  time 
of  Peter  and  Paul,  there  would  be  no 
church  today. 

After  all,  who  are  we  to  say  that  prac¬ 
titioners  of  Stoicism  or  Mithraism,  or 
even  worshipers  of  Isis  or  Jupiter,  have 
no  experience  of  God? 

Earlier  this  year  I  attended,  along 
with  other  members  of  the  clergy  and  la¬ 
ity  of  my  church,  a  “Fishing  School” 
seminar  on  evangelism. 

To  my  utter  dismay  I  found  that  about 
30  percent  of  the  members  of  mainline 
Protestant  denominations  do  not  believe 
that  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  should 
evangelize  at  all. 

How  sad  that  so  many  of  us  are  willing 
to  accept  the  gift  of  salvation  for  our¬ 
selves  but  are  unwilling  to  share  it  in  a 
dying  world.  .  ..  _ 

J  6  Arthur  P.  Wang 

Kingwood,  Texas 

This  is  God’s  Word 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  Wilbur  H.  Lewis  Jr. 
on  his  comments  recommending  Leviticus 
20  for  all  participants  in  the  next  General 
Conference  to  read  (see  UMR,  May  22).  He 
especially  recommended  a  required  study 
including  a  written  summary  of  the  facts 
by  conference  delegates. 

I  agree  fully  with  him.  This  is  God’s 
holy  word  for  all  sincere  Christians.  It 
should  be  applied  to  their  hearts,  or  we 
are  all  falling  short  of  the  glory  of  God. 

Virginia  S.  Jones 
Quitman,  Louisiana 

Can’t  have  it  both  ways 

To  the  Editor: 

Although  the  May  22  letter  headlined, 
“Leviticus  recommended”  does  not  spe¬ 
cifically  call  for  United  Methodists  to  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  inerrancy  of  the  Scriptures, 
many  who  make  such  references  to  Le¬ 


viticus  20  do  believe  in  the  inerrant  Bible. 

If  Leviticus  20  (which  applies  to  anyone) 
is  to  be  enforced,  then  it  stands  to  reason 
that  Chapter  21  is  also  to  be  enforced: 

Those  who  are  "blind,  lame,  disfig¬ 
ured,  deformed,  . . .  with  a  crippled  hand 
or  foot ...  a  hunchback  or  dwarf . . .  with 
any  eye  or  skin  disease  ...  or  any  physi¬ 
cal  defect”  are  not  qualified  to  be  clergy. 

And  so  the  question:  "Who  will  be  left 
standing  as  approved  clergy?”  Certainly 
not  those  who  have  had  any  surgery,  a 
scar,  loss  of  a  limb  or  have  any  other 
physical  defects! 

There  are  a  lot  of  effective  United 
Methodist  clergy  who  would  be  eliminat¬ 
ed  from  the  practice  of  ministry  if  the  Le¬ 
viticus  21  prohibitions  are  enacted.  I  for 
one  hope  they  will  not  be  disenfranchized! 

We  can’t  have  it  both  ways!  Either  the 
whole  Bible  is  inerrant  or  it  isn’t.  I  vote 
for  a  responsible  use  of  John  Wesley’s 
quadrilateral  of  Scripture,  tradition,  ex¬ 
perience  and  reason  as  our  guideline. 

Clair  E.  Mitchell 
Montrose,  Colorado 

Don’t  judge  by  the  fakes 

To  the  Editor: 

An  outsider  to  Christianity  who  might 
compare  the  lifestyle  of  an  avowed 
“Christian”  with  that  of  an  acknowl¬ 
edged  playboy  could  well  ask,  “What  is 
better  about  the  Christian?  At  least  the 
playboy  is  honest  about  his  behavior." 

Such  observer  needs  to  look  more  than 
to  listen.  A  real  follower  of  Christ  will 
follow  Christ's  example  and  be  pure  and 
holy.  Even  Jesus’  enemies  described  Him 
as  such. 

Jesus  did  not  exhort  money  by  high- 
pressure  emotionalism,  even  though  He 
“had  no  place  to  lay  His  head.”  Jesus  did 
not  build  statues  of  Himself.  Jesus  did 
not  commit  adultery. 

Instead  of  grabbing,  Jesus  gave.  He 
gave  his  life  to  pay  for  sin  rather  than  to 
build  a  personal  kingdom.  He  did  not  mea¬ 
sure  merit  by  wealth  but  said,  “He  that 
loses  his  life  for  My  sake  shall  find  it.” 

Outsiders  will  not  come  any  closer  to 
Christ  by  looking  at  lives  of  “ministers’' 
who  talk  but  do  not  walk  purity.  They 
need  to  look  at  Christ.  He  said,  “Be 
holy,”  and  He  was  holy. 

Do  not  judge  the  system  by  the  fakes. 

Catherine  Weinaug 
Houston,  Texas 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Despite  tornado,  Saragosa  is  still  6 home 9 


Glen  Larum 


I've  been  through  Saragosa  a  couple  of 
times,  en  route  to  somewhere  else. 

And  I  confess,  I  never  dreamed  it 
would  be  a  household  name. 

You  have  to  detour  off  main-traveled 
Interstate  10  just 
east  of  Balmorhea  in 
far  West  Texas,  then 
drive  seven  miles 
north  on  Texas  17  to 
where  this  town  once 
was. 

A  town  of  about 
200  farm  workers 
and  their  families— 
nearly  all  Mexican-American  or  Mexi¬ 
can  nationals,  it  is  named  for  Mexican 
hero  Ignacio  Sequin  Zaragosa. 

They  lived  in  their  little  wood-frame 
houses,  went  about  their  seasonal  work  in 
the  area’s  cantaloupe,  cotton  and  green 
pepper  fields  during  the  week,  gathered 
as  families  on  Saturday  nights  and  at¬ 
tended  Mass  on  Sunday  at  Our  Lady  of 
Guadalupe  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

To  the  casual  motorist  on  the  two-lane 
highway,  little  Saragosa  was  no  place— a 
small  collection  of  about  110  buildings, 
many  of  them  empty— surrounded  by 
mostly  brush-covered  countryside. 

But  to  the  people  who  lived  there,  it 
held  life  with  all  its  moments— happy 
moments  and  sad  moments. 

And  that  is  what  makes  the  place 
where  you  live  home. 

One  of  the  happier  moments  of  the 
spring  was  to  be  the  pre-kindergarten  grad¬ 
uation  ceremony  that  Friday  night  for  the 
Head  Start  children  in  the  community  hall. 

That  was  Saragosa  when  the  tornado 
formed  in  the  lee  of  the  Davis  Mountains 
shortly  after  8  o'clock  in  the  evening, 


roared  in  over  an  empty  cotton  field  to 
the  southeast  and  appeared  to  expand  as 
it  churned  toward  the  center  of  town.  It 
exploded  on  the  town  with  the  effect  of  a 
bomb. 

What  was  to  be  a  happy  day  will  be  in¬ 
stead  remembered  as  “The  Day  of  the 
Tornado.”  It  is  the  day  that  ensures  that 
Saragosa  is  no  longer  among  the  forgot¬ 
ten,  that  it  has  a  place  in  history. 

The  town’s  name  is  on  everyone’s  lips, 
the  name  conjuring  the  devastation  of 
one  of  the  10  most  damaging  tornadoes 
ever  to  touch  down  in  Texas. 

When  I  talked  with  old  friends  from 
West  Texas  last  week,  I  sensed  the  grief  of 
neighbors  who  had  lost  friends  in  the  Sara¬ 
gosa  disaster,  and  underneath  the  stories 
they  told,  I  heard  that  profound  distress. 

The  tornado  killed  29,  injured  121,  de¬ 
stroyed  42  single-family  homes,  seven 
mobile  homes,  four  businesses  and  five 
other  buildings.  Fifty-eight  buildings  in 


all,  by  one  count.  About  twice  as  many 
buildings  as  I  remember. 

The  community  hall,  where  people  had. 
gathered  for  a  Head  Start  program’s  pre-; 
kindergarten  graduation  the  night  the  tor-; 
nado  struck,  was  one  of  the  buildings  in  its: 
path.  Among  the  dead  were  six  children. 

Through  much  of  the  night,  searchers 
desperately  sifted  through  debris  of  the 
concrete-block  hall  and  other  buildings 
looking  for  both  the  living  and  the  dead. 

Only  after  everyone  was  accounted  for 
did  the  bulldozers  begin  clean-up  opera¬ 
tions. 

Most  of  the  residents  want  to  rebuild. 
Saragosa  is,  no  matter  what  else,  home, 
their  home. 

Their  determination  to  reclaim  home 
out  of  the  rubble  reflects  in  ways  mere 
words  cannot  the  meaning  of  faith:  “the 
assurance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  convic¬ 
tion  of  things  not  seen”  (Hebrews  11:1). 

-GLEN  LARUM 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a 
simple-to-prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your 
own  church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  cover¬ 
age  on  the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its 
preparation  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And 
many  report  that  a  Reporter  edition  "more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased 
congregational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 
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hopes  to  end  UMC  silence  on  subject 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— Dr.  James  Clemons 
thinks  a  lot  about  suicide— has  for  the 
last  five  years.  But  he’s  not  depressed. 

In  fact,  following 
a  two-day  meeting 
last  week  on  the 
church’s  response 
to  suicide,  Dr.  Cle¬ 
mons  seemed  genu¬ 
inely  hopeful- 
hopeful,  that  is, 
that  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference 
w'ould  end  the  de-  James  Clemons 
nbmination’s  official  silence  on  suicide. 

That’s  what  the  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  professor  has  worked  for  since 
discovering  to  his  surprise  that  the 
church,  in  its  social  teachings,  has  never 
addressed  suicide. 

The  meeting’s  26  participants  drafted 
a  rough  outline  of  a  statement  that  its 
sponsors— Wesley  Seminary,  the  General 


Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries— hope  the  1988 
General  Conference  will  adopt  as  an  offi¬ 
cial  statement  on  the  subject. 

The  outline  would  be  developed  into  a 
resolution  for  adoption  by  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  at  its  fall  meeting, 
said  Dr.  Beverly  Jackson,  an  agency  staff 
member.  If  adopted,  the  recommendation 
would  then  go  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  denomination’s  highest  legisla¬ 
tive  body,  for  consideration. 

Pastor’s  action  ups  interest 

Dr.  Clemons  and  others  at  the  confer¬ 
ence  noted  the  heightened  interest  in  the 
subject  among  United  Methodists  in  re¬ 
cent  weeks  following  the  apparent  sui¬ 
cide  attempt  by  a  prominent  Dallas 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Walker  Railey. 

The  problem  reiterated  by  speakers  at 
the  conference  is  how  to  deal  openly  and 
non-judgmentally  with  suicide  but  avoid 
giving  the  impression  that  suicide  is 


morally  permissible. 

Conference  participants  noted  that 
permissibility  is  a  particular  concern 
when  it  comes  to  young  people,  among 
whom  the  suicide  rate  has  risen  most 
dramatically  in  recent  years. 

Dr.  Clemons  noted  that  “few  aspects 
of  our  society  have  undergone  such  a 
dramatic  change  over  the  past  decade  as 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  suicides.” 

An  "urgent  need”  exists  for  religious 
communities  to  respond  in  a  more  inten¬ 
tional  and  widespread  way  than  they 
have  so  far,  he  said. 

According  to  reports  from  the  National 
Center  for  Health  Statistics,  the  highest 
rate  of  suicide  remains  among  elderly 
people— some  22.3  per  100,000  in  1983,  the 
most  recent  for  which  statistics  are  avail¬ 
able.  The  rate  for  people  ages  15  to  24  is 
12.4  per  100,000  for  the  same  year. 

Since  the  fourth  century,  when  theolo¬ 
gian  Augustine  taught  that  suicide  vio¬ 
lates  the  commandment  “thou  shalt  not 
kill”  and  therefore  is  a  sin,  the  church’s 


prevailing  view  has  been  that  intentional 
self-inflicted  death  is  contrary  to  Chris¬ 
tian  morality  except  in  very  special  cir¬ 
cumstances,  Dr.  Clemons  said. 

\ . .  if  so  ordered  by  God’ 

Augustine  taught,  for  example,  that  a 
person  may  kill  himself  “if  so  ordered  by 
God”— apparently  an  effort  by  the  an¬ 
cient  theologian  to  justify  the  suicides  of 
some  saints  and  revered  biblical  figures 
like  Samson.  He  deliberately  caused  a 
building  to  collapse,  resulting  in  death  to 
himself  and  his  enemies. 

In  light  of  alarming  statistics  about 
suicide  in  recent  years,  Dr.  Clemons  said 
he  thinks  a  willingness  exists  within  the 
church  to  "re-examine  well-entrenched 
biblical  and  theological  presuppositions” 
regarding  suicide. 

Speakers  at  the  conference  offered 
several  perspectives  on  the  subject. 

Dr.  Clemons,  a  professor  of  New  Tes¬ 
tament,  noted  that  the  Bible  does  not 
contain  a  moral  judgment  about  suicide 


per  se.  Of  the  seven  accounts  of  suicide 
in  the  Bible,  none  is  presented  as  being 
morally  reprehensible,  he  said. 

Dr.  Lucy  Davidson,  a  psychiatrist  and 
epidemiologist  with  the  Atlanta-based 
National  Centers  for  Disease  Control, 
said  that  thoughts  of  suicide  are  relative¬ 
ly  common.  It’s  a  “myth,”  she  said,  that 
such  thoughts  are  always  a  sign  of  se¬ 
vere  mental  or  emotional  disorder. 

“Perpetuating  that  myth  can  make 
people  feel  isolated  and  cut  off  from 
available  help,”  Dr.  Davidson  said. 

The  Rev.  James  M.  Shopshire,  profes¬ 
sor  of  the  sociology  of  religion  at  Wesley, 
said  that  researchers  are  “still  trying  to 
find  ways  to  test  the  effects  of  religion” 
on  the  rate  of  suicide. 

But  some  evidence  indicates  that  reli¬ 
gion  helps  to  comfort  people  who  other¬ 
wise  might  "plummet  to  the  depths  of 
despair,”  Dr.  Shopshire  said. 

The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman,  profes¬ 
sor  of  Christian  ethics  at  Wesley,  said 
that  for  Christians  the  “presumption 


should  be  opposed  to  suicide.” 

Under  certain  circumstances,  howev¬ 
er— “unimaginable  pain”  or  as  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  love,  for  example — suicide 
might  be  a  "last  resort”  that  Christians 
should  not  condemn,  Dr.  Wogaman  said. 

He  said  that  the  responsibility  of  the 
church  should  be  to  challenge  the  sense 
of  life’s  meaninglessness  that  spawns 
many  suicide  attempts,  to  "proclaim  the 
Gospel  of  grace  and  embody  it,  especial¬ 
ly  for  those  most  troubled,”  and  to  be 
non- judgmental  toward  both  suicide  vic¬ 
tims  and  their  survivors. 

Dr.  Clemons  said  he  stumbled  into  an 
examination  of  suicide  when  one  of  his 
classes  asked  him  to  write  a  sample  paper 
on  how  the  Bible  deals  with  certain  topics. 

Dr.  Clemons  said  that  for  no  particular 
reason  he  chose  suicide.  “I  was  amazed  to 
discover  how  little  was  available  on  how 
the  church  views  suicide,"  he  said. 

That  eventually  resulted  in  the  May 
24-26  conference,  “The  Church  Responds 
to  Suicide.” 


The  Edward  Helm  family,  members  of  Foundry  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Washington,  will  take  a  400-mile  “peace  walk”  through  the 
Soviet  Union  starting  next  week.  The  Helms  are,  from  left,  Ged, 
Edward,  Eleanor,  Daniel,  Adrien  and  Joanna.  Their  route  will  take 
them  from  Leningrad  to  Moscow.  Three  United  Methodist  bishops  are 
among  “sponsors”  of  the  walk. 


Peace  walk 

United  Methodists 
to  walk  400  miles 
in  Soviet  Union 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
The  six  members  of  a  family  from 
Foundry  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Washington  have  mixed  emotions 
about  what  they’re  fixing  to  do- 
spend  five  weeks  (June  8- July  12)  on  a 
“Peace  Walk”  in  the  Soviet  Union 
Seven-year-old  Joanna  worries  that 
Russians  don’t  celebrate  birthdays. 
She  will  turn  eight  during  the  trip. 

Her  four-year-old  brother,  Ged, 
worries  that  there  might  not  be  a 
place  to  wrestle  with  his  Dad. 

The  children’s  grandparents  worry 
that  the  Russians  might  keep  one  of 
their  grandchildren. 

And  the  parents  worry  about  illness 
or  accident  or  that  there  might  be 
some  kind  of  job  reprisal  for  a  gov¬ 
ernment  attorney  who  takes  his  Pres¬ 
ident  literally  when  he  calls  for  “the 
need  for  more  citizen  diplomacy." 

But  none  of  those  worries  will  deter 
the  Ed  and  Adrien  Helm  family, 
which  also  includes  Eleanor,  10;  Joan¬ 
na;  Ged  and  18-month-old  Daniel. 

They  are  among  220  U.S.  citizen 
participants,  ranging  in  age  from  sev¬ 
en  months  to  70-plus  years,  who  have 
been  accepted  to  make  the  American 
Soviet  Peace  Walk  along  an  approxi¬ 
mately  400-mile  route  from  Lenin¬ 
grad  to  Moscow. 

The  family  is  being  sponsored  by  a 
Baltimore  Annual  Conference  peace 
and  justice  committee  and  a  newly 


created  United  Methodist  peace  and 
justice  caucus  which  are  providing 
funds  to  help  pay  the  estimated 
$10,000  the  Helms  need  for  the  trip. 

“The  walk's  purpose,”  Mr.  Helm 
said,  "is  to  advance  the  goal  of  ending 
the  arms  race  before  it  ends  us." 

Bishop  Leontine  Kelly  (San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Area)  is  the  only  United  Method¬ 
ist  on  the  peace  walk  sponsoring 
organization’s  board  of  directors. 


Sponsoring  the  event  are  some  25 
members  of  Congress,  27  religious  or¬ 
ganizations  or  individuals,  including 
two  other  United  Methodist  bishops— 
Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (California-Pa¬ 
cific  Area)  and  Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yea- 
kel  (Washington  Area)  and  about  70 
individuals  and  organizations. 

This  story  is  based  on  an  article  in 
the  Baltimore  Conference  " Circuit 
Rider"  editor  of  the  Reporter. 


AIDS  workers  criticize  statement 


Duke  law  professor  named 
to  redefined  SMU  presidency 


SMU  PHOTO  BY  JOE  MARK  HORN 

DALLAS— New  SMU  President  A.  Kenneth  Pye  answers  reporters’  ques¬ 
tions  following  his  election  May  29  by  the  school’s  Board  of  Trustees. 


By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  statement  issued  by 
the  family  of  a  United  Methodist  bishop 
who  died  of  AIDS  has  raised  fears  among 
volunteers  that  their  work  with  victims 
of  AIDS  could  expose  them  to  the  fatal 
disease,  according  to  officials  at  AIDS 
programs. 

The  statement,  written  by  the  son  of 
retired  Bishop  Finis  A.  Crutchfield  of 
Houston,  who  died  May  21,  has  been  criti¬ 
cized  by  some  who  say  it  implies  that  the 
bishop  might  have  contracted  the  ail¬ 
ment  as  a  result  of  ministering  to  AIDS 
victims. 

(In  the  statement  released  May  23,  the 
Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield  of  Odessa,  Tex¬ 
as,  said,  "...  we  simply  do  not  know,  and 
may  never  know,  how  he  contracted  the 
virus.”  See  UMR,  May  29,  for  full  text  of 
the  Crutchfield  family  statement). 

Representatives  of  both  church  volun¬ 
teer  groups  and  the  health  community 
expressed  regret  that  the  statement  was 
leading  some  volunteers  to  question  their 
safety.  But  health  officials  did  leave 
open  the  narrow  possibility  that  persons 


caring  for  AIDS  patients  could  become 
infected  if  they  do  not  take  precautions 
to  protect  against  direct  contact  with 
bodily  fluids. 

In  his  statement,  Mr.  Crutchfield  said 
his  father,  while  serving  as  bishop-in-res¬ 
idence  at  a  Houston  church  over  the  past 
two  years,  had  ministered  to  people  suf¬ 
fering  from  AIDS— helping  plan  and  con¬ 
duct  funerals,  providing  transportation 
to  hospitals  and  cleaning  AIDS  victims’ 
apartments. 

A  Houston  Health  Department  official 
told  RNS  it  was  "highly  unlikely”  that 
the  disease  could  be  contracted  by  the 
type  of  casual  contact  with  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients  described  in  the  statement. 

Data  ‘terribly  convincing’ 

“The  data  are  terribly  convincing  that 
you  don’t  get  AIDS  unless  you  have  sexu¬ 
al  contact,  sharing  of  needles  or  blood- 
to-blood  contact,”  said  Dr.  Gordon 
Reeve,  chief  of  the  department’s  Bureau 
of  Epidemiology. 

A  spokeswoman  for  the  National  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases  in 
suburban  Washington  told  RNS  that  the 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  MUSIC  Director  for 
small  church,  small  town,  salary  negotiable  Con¬ 
tact  Ramona  Koehl,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  984,  Crockett.  TX  75835. _ 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION /YOUTH  Director  posi¬ 
tion  in  Methodist  church  congregation  of  500.  Ac¬ 
tive  youth  program.  Salary  negotiable.  Resume  to 
PPRC,  201  N.  San  Gabriel  Blvd..  San  Gabriel,  CA 
91775. _ 

PLAN  NOW  FOR  FALL:  "Who  Am  I  Now  That  I 
Am  Alone?"  2nd  edition  now  available  This  pow¬ 
erful  ten-session  program  for  those  who  are  di¬ 
vorced  or  widowed  helps  people  adjust  to  their 
new  life  situation  and  set  goals  for  the  future.  Re¬ 
vised  and  improved  after  fifteen  years  of  use  in 
churches  across  the  country.  Easy  to  use  Leader's 
Guide:  $29.95.  Participant  Books:  $7.95  (  +  postage 
and  handling).  For  orders/more  information  write 
to:  A.B.T..  Inc..  Box  4098,  Garden  Grove,  CA  92642- 
4098 


I  WANT  ORGANIST  DIRECTOR  MUSIC  Position 
Male  organist  20  yrs.  experience,  superb  accompa¬ 
nist.  Availablity  now  Reply  to  UMR,  Box  660275, 
Dept.  CA,  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275 _ 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED  by  1,700-member 
church  in  southwest  Florida.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  and  photo  to  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church.  400  East  Field  Avenue.  Venice.  FL  33595. 
DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  Suburban 
United  Methodist  Church  with  2,700  members 
seeking  Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Variety  of 
responsibilities  for  450  youth  Send  resume  to  Mes¬ 
siah  United  Methodist  Church.  6215  Rolling  Road. 
Springfield.  V A  221 52 _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION,  Pro¬ 
gram,  First  United  Methodist  Church  Kissimmee, 
Fla  Growing  church  with  1.500  members.  Cre¬ 
ative.  innovative  person  with  education  and  pro¬ 
gram  skills.  Salary  negotiable  with  benefits.  Send 
resume  to  Sr.  Pastor.  PO  Box  669.  Kissimmee.  FL 
32741  along  with  references. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  Signal 
Crest  UMC  seeks  a  full-time  director.  Salary  based 
on  education  and  experience  Send  resume  to:  Rev. 
Harper  Sasser.  Signal  Crest  UMC.  1005  Ridgeway 
Ave ,  Signal  Mountain,  TN  37377 
FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  PRESCHOOL  Day 
Care  program  for  3.700-member  church  In  N.E.  Okla¬ 
homa  Desire  professional  education  and  experience 
Salary  negotiable  Position  open  this  fall  Call  Senior 
^sociat^MinKt^9182^3^336^or33^155^^^^^ 


Center  for  Disease  Control  in  Atlanta, 
which  keeps  careful  track  of  every 
known  AIDS  case— there  are  about 
35,000  on  record— has  found  that  “virtu¬ 
ally  every  person  who  has  AIDS  or  has 
died  from  AIDS  is  in  one  of  these  risk 
groups.  In  cases  where  they  are  not  sure, 
it  is  suspected.” 

The  Rev.  Ronald  Sunderland,  a  leader 
of  the  Clergy  Consultation  on  AIDS,  a  co¬ 
alition  of  about  100  Houston  parishes, 
said  his  group  sent  a  letter  to  volunteers 
and  clergy  assuring  them  that  the 
group’s  commitment  to  using  volunteers 
in  ministering  to  AIDS  victims  has  not 
changed  because  of  the  Crutchfield 
statement. 

"We  are  still  abiding  by  our  physi¬ 
cians’  reports  that  AIDS  is  not  contract¬ 
ed  casually,"  he  said. 

Michael  Shuff,  administrator  of  Ome¬ 
ga  House  in  Houston,  a  residential  hos¬ 
pice  for  AIDS  victims,  said  the 
Crutchfield  family’s  explanation  had  in¬ 
creased  his  agency’s  problems  in  keeping 
enough  volunteers. 

He  said  his  agency  recommends  use  of 
rubber  gloves,  disposable  gowns,  special 
soap  and  disinfectants  in  cases  where 
workers  come  into  contact  with  a  pa¬ 
tient’s  bodily  fluids. 

Dr.  Reeve  of  the  Houston  Health  De¬ 
partment  said  several  scientific  studies 
of  AIDS  victims  and  their  families  indi¬ 
cate  that  “close  interpersonal  contact 
that  is  not  sexual”  does  not  pose  a  risk. 

Two  levels  of  concentration 

The  highest  concentration  of  AIDS  vi¬ 
rus  is  found  in  the  infected  person’s  cere¬ 
bral  spinal  fluid,  blood  and  semen,  said 
Dr.  Reeve. 

“Many  levels  down,  like  the  difference 
between  night  and  day,  there  is  very  lit¬ 
tle  virus  present  in  tears,  saliva,  sweat 
or  urine,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Morris  Floyd  of  Minneapolis, 
a  United  Methodist  minister  who  works 
with  AIDS  patients,  said  that  the  Crutch¬ 
field  family’s  statement  aroused  in  some 
people  “a  fear  of  contagion,  the  belief 
that  Finis  Crutchfield’s  death  confirms 
the  possibility  of  casual  transmission." 
Mr.  Floyd  also  is  a  leader  of  Affirma¬ 
tion,  a  gay  activist  group  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Floyd  added,  "In  my  experience  of 
nearly  five  years  of  working  with  people 
with  AIDS,  I  have  seen  person  after  per¬ 
son  literally  go  to  their  grave  denying 
even  their  diagnosis  . . .  because  of  the 
terrible  fear  of  what  that  would  do  to 
their  family.  We  have  seen  cases  of  pub¬ 
lic  people  or  other  kinds  of  leadership 
figures  who  died  of  AIDS-related  causes, 
and  they  or  their  families  have  initially 
denied  their  having  a  risk  factor,  but  the 
risk  factor  eventually  comes  out.  I  would 
assume  that  that  would  be  the  case  here 
as  well." 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— One  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  school’s  loss  was  another’s  gain 
last  week  as  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  elected  as  its  president  Duke  Univer¬ 
sity  law  professor  A.  Kenneth  Pye. 

Dr.  Pye,  a  55-year-old  Roman  Catholic 
layman,  has  twice  served  as  Duke’s 
chancellor  (second-highest  office)  and 
once  as  its  acting  president. 

Described  by  a  former  Duke  student 
as  a  “no-nonsense”  administrator,  Dr. 
Pye  is  expected  to  assume  the  SMU  post 
officially  Aug.  17,  according  to  reports  in 
Dallas  newspapers 

“We  believe  that  we  have  found  the 
most  qualified  man  in  the  country  to 
lead  SMU  at  this  very  important  time,” 
said  Ray  L.  Hunt,  chairman  of  SMU’s 
presidential  search  committee  and  act¬ 
ing  chairman  of  the  university’s  Board  of 
Trustees. 

Credentials  ‘clearly  superior’ 

Mr.  Hunt,  a  United  Methodist  layman, 
told  the  Reporter  that  although  there 
were  several  United  Methodists  among 
the  final  11  candidates  from  the  225  con¬ 
sidered  for  the  post,  Dr.  Pye’s  creden¬ 
tials  were  “clearly  superior.” 

“The  (search  committee’s)  philosophy 
was,"  he  said,  "that  if  it  came  down  to 
two  candidates  being  equal,  we  would 
choose  the  United  Methodist. 

“But  Dr.  Pye  had  such  strong  academ¬ 
ic  qualifications  and  a  proven  adminis¬ 
trative  record  at  Duke.” 

Mr.  Hunt  said  a  key  factor  in  the  deci¬ 
sion  was  that  Duke  is  “exactly  the  kind 
of  university  model”  SMU  should  aspire 
to  emulate. 

Dr.  Pye  was  elected  May  29  during  a 
special  meeting  of  the  university’s  Board 
of  Trustees. 

Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  president  of 
the  denomination’s  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  College  of  Bishops,  praised  Dr.  Pye’s 
selection  but  said,  “It  will  take  some  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  time  to  become  accustomed 
to  a  Roman  Catholic  being  president  of 
Southern  Methodist  University. 

"We  are  inclined  to  think  of  United 
Methodism  as  being  the  natural  religious 
affiliation  of  the  holder  of  that  office,” 
Bishop  Hearn  said.  The  South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  owns  SMU. 

Bishop  Hearn  said,  however,  that  Dr. 
Pye’s  “experience,  training  and  skill 
uniquely  qualify  him”  to  serve  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  SMU,  and  pointed  out  that  he 
spent  "many  years  at  another  university 
related  to  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

Bishops  unable  to  attend 

None  of  the  three  bishops  on  the  SMU 
Board  of  Trustees— John  Wesley  Hardt  of 
Oklahoma,  John  Russell  of  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  and  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  of  Missouri— 
was  at  the  May  29  Board  of  Trustees 
meeting  at  which  Dr.  Pye  was  elected.  A 
letter  from  them  was  read  expressing 
their  concern  that  the  meeting  had  been 
scheduled  at  a  time  when  none  of  them 
could  attend  because  of  their  duties  to 
preside  over  annual  conference  sessions 
in  their  respective  episcopal  areas. 

Search  committee  chairman  Hunt  ac¬ 
cepted  responsibility  for  and  regret  over 
the  conflict  in  schedules. 

The  new  president  said  he  accepts  the 
challenge  to  draw  together  the  school’s 
constituencies  from  the  church,  commu¬ 
nity  and  school  to  chart  a  new  course  for 
the  university. 

Dr.  Pye  told  the  Reporter  that  he  re¬ 
gards  SMU’s  church-relatedness  as  “cov¬ 
ering  the  entire  scheme  of  things”  at  the 
university. 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Lay  membership  of  the  average  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregation  in  the  United 
States  is  expected  to  be  shown  as  slip¬ 
ping  from  242  to  240  when  unofficial  re¬ 
ports  are  totaled  later  this  month. 

The  73  UM  annual  conferences  in  the 
United  States,  in  session  May  8-June  23, 
are  reporting  membership  statistics  for 
1986. 

Projections  released  in  May  from  the 
UM  statistical  agency  anticipate  a  loss 
of  79,000  lay  members  for  1986.  That 
would  reduce  lay  membership  in  the 
United  States  to  9.08  million  as  of  the  end 
of  1986.  The  1985  count  was  9.15  million. 

The  council  based  its  projections  on 
partial  membership  reports  received  by 


“SMU  is  owned  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  and  it  aspires  to  the  values  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  which  will 
have  more  than  just  lip  service’  paid  to 
them,”  he  said. 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  W. 
Kenneth  Goodson,  bishop  in  residence  at 
Duke  Divinity  School,  had  endorsed  Dr. 
Pye’s  candidacy  in  a  statement  to  the 
SMU  presidential  search  committee 

Bishop  Goodson  said  Dr.  Pye  "was 
personally  responsible  for  many  of  the 
significant  programs”  which  have  vault¬ 
ed  Duke  among  the  nation’s  top-ranked 
universities. 

Dr.  Pye  served  as  acting  president  at 
Duke  from  1979  to  1980,  and  was  twice 
chancellor  at  the  Durham,  N.C.,  school, 
including  a  six-year  stint  from  1976-1982. 

Already  a  good  university 

“SMU  doesn’t  need  a  miracle  man  or  a 
general  on  a  white  horse,”  Dr.  Pye  said 
at  a  press  conference  when  his  appoint¬ 
ment  was  announced.  “It  is  a  good  uni¬ 
versity,  already. 

"It  is  on  the  threshhold  of  a  major 
stride  forward.” 

The  selection  of  Dr.  Pye  capped  al¬ 
most  seven  months  of  major  upheaval  at 
SMU.  The  school  has  undergone  a  major 
reform  of  its  governance  structure  (see 
UMR,  May  15),  in  addition  to  having  its 
football  program  suspended  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Collegiate  Athletic  Association  for 
improper  payments  to  athletes. 

Dr.  Pye  is  credited  with  playing  a  cru¬ 
cial  part  in  Duke’s  academic-athletic 
balancing  act,  which  has  resulted  in  out¬ 
standing  sports  programs  without  sacri¬ 
ficing  academic  excellence 

He  was  chairman  of  the  Duke  athletic 
council,  which  oversees  the  school’s  ath¬ 
letic  program  and  regularly  reviews  the 
grades  of  every  athlete.  He  also  served 
as  the  school’s  representative  to  the 
NCAA. 


May  5  from  51  conferences. 

Data  from  the  38  overseas  annual  con¬ 
ferences  will  be  solicited  later  in  the  year, 
said  John  L.  Schreiber,  chief  of  the  records 
and  statistics  section  at  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

If  the  projected  0.9-percent  decline 
from  1985  to  1986  prevails,  it  would  be 
the  sharpest  drop  in  U.S.  lay  member¬ 
ship  since  1975. 

Despite  the  sharpness  of  the  member¬ 
ship  drop,  projections  regarding  atten¬ 
dance  at  weekly  worship  services  and 
church  school  remained  steady. 

Projected  weekly  worship  attendance 
across  the  denomination  is  expected  to 
slip  from  3.5  million  to  3.49  million.  De¬ 
spite  that  0.4-percent  slippage,  weekly 
worship  attendance  in  the  average  UM 


One  of  his  initial  goals,  he  said,  is  to 
appoint  an  athletic  director  of  "unques¬ 
tioned  integrity"  to  revive  the  school’s 
troubled  athletic  program.  The  school’s 
athletic  director’s  post,  as  well  as  that  of 
head  football  coach,  has  been  vacant 
since  Dec.  5. 

Dr.  Pye  pledged  to  act  upon  the  ongo¬ 
ing  investigations  at  the  school  only  af¬ 
ter  final  reports  are  handed  down. 

"I  am  much  less  concerned  about  what 
the  past  is  and  much  more  concerned 
about  what  the  future  will  be.” 

New  governance  ‘masterpiece’ 

The  new  president  called  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  newly  adopted  governance  reform 
“nothing  less  than  a  masterpiece."  The  re¬ 
form  calls  for  a  strengthened  role  and  in¬ 
creased  job  security  for  the  new  president. 

He  said  he  was  assured  that  the  presi¬ 
dent  would  be  free  to  run  the  day-to-day 
operations  of  the  school  while  the  Board 
of  Trustees  would  make  policy. 

The  presidential  search  committee 
had  been  looking  in  earnest  for  a  new 
president  since  January,  when  a  19- 
member  committee  was  named  with  Mr. 
Hunt,  a  Dallas  oilman,  as  chairman.  The 
president's  position  has  been  filled  since 
Nov.  21  by  acting  president  William  B. 
Stallcup  Jr.,  appointed  to  the  post  when 
L.  Donald  Shields  resigned  due  to  ill 
health 

The  Duke  professor  said  he  is  leaving 
behind  a  “secure  chair”  at  the  Duke  law 
school  to  accept  what  he  described  as 
"the  challenge  and  remarkable  opportu¬ 
nity”  to  lead  SMU.  His  appointment  at 
SMU  carries  with  it  a  fully  tenured  place 
on  the  law  school  faculty,  and  he  indicat¬ 
ed  he  intends  to  teach  at  least  one  course 
per  year. 

He  began  his  career  at  Georgetown 
University  as  a  law  professor  in  1955, 
and  went  to  Duke  in  1966.  He  and  his 
wife,  Judy,  have  one  son,  Henry. 


church  remains  92. 

Weekly  church-school  attendance  is 
expected  to  go  from  2  million  to  1.9  mil¬ 
lion.  That  0.8-percent  decline  reduces  the 
head  count  in  the  average  UM  church 
school  from  53  to  52. 

Church-school  enrollment  (as  contrast¬ 
ed  with  actual  attendance)  across  the  de¬ 
nomination  is  expected  to  suffer  the 
same  0.9-percent  fall  as  membership. 
Projections  show  it  going  from  3.97  mil¬ 
lion  to  3.94  million. 

Only  the  number  of  United  Methodist 
constituents  (persons  regularly  served  by 
a  congregation  but  not  members  of  the 
congregation)  is  expected  to  counter  the 
decline.  The  total  of  constituents  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  go  up  by  4.5  percent  (1.17  mil¬ 
lion  to  1.23  million). 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance. _ 

FULL-TIME  LAY  DIRECTOR  of  Youth  for  large 
downtown  church  Proven  experience;  enthusiasm; 
flexible  lifestyle;  planner/leader  who  can  enable 
others  Single,  or  spouse  committed  to  irregular 
hours.  Contact:  Mrs.  Gin  Johnston,  309  Arrow 
Drive,  Signal  Mountain,  TN  37377. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 
SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  St  stay  at  Kel¬ 
ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool,  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
all  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 


STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS  CREATED  BY  your 
own  laity!  SGAA  accredited  instructor  will  travel 
to  coordinate,  instruct,  and  supervise  window  pro¬ 
jects  by  Lay  Groups.  Contact  Rebecca  Claar,  710 
W.  9th,  Gillette,  WY  82716,  phone  (307)  686-1059 
BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808. 
Fulton,  TX  78358. _ 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  Worship  at  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  St  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856. _ 

NEW  FUND-RAISING  OPPORTUNITY  for  mis¬ 

sions,  UMW,  youth.. .available  Fall  '87.  Two  color 
cross  and  flame  hanging  air  fresheners  for  car- 
/truck/RV.  Information  Trevose  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Box  F  151,  Feasterville,  PA  19047 
Proven  Fund  Raiser. _ 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
for  dynamic  suburban  central  Florida  church.  In¬ 
volves  full  range  of  responsibilities  in  youth  minis¬ 
try  to  grades  6-12.  Bachelor's  degree  in  Christian 
education  or  equivalent  degree  in  youth-related 
field  required.  Three  to  five  years  of  full-time  ex¬ 
perience  in  youth  ministry  preferred.  Salary  low 
to  mid  20's.  Submit  resume  by  June  19  to  Sanlando 
United  Methodist  Church,  1890  West  State  Road 
434,  Longwood[  FL  32750. 


Average  UM  membership  may  slip  to  240 
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COLLEGEVILLE,  Minn. — A  beaming  Albert  C.  Outler  holds  aloft 
the  international  Pax  Christi  Award  he  received  May  24  from  the  Catho¬ 
lic  Benedictine  order  during  commencement  exercises  at  Saint  John’s 
University.  The  United  Methodist  ecumenist  was  the  34th  person  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  award  and  the  first  from  the  Wesleyan  tradition.  With  him  are 
Saint  John’s  President  Hilary  Thimmesh  (left)  and  Chancellor  Jerome 
TTieisen  (see  related  story). 


Catholics  honor  Outler  as 
6 most  valued  interpreter9 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 
Religious  News  Service 

COLLEGEVILLE,  Minn.— “Who 
would  have  thought,”  the  citation 
asked,  “that  a  Methodist  minister 
brought  up  in  Georgia  and  teaching  in 
Texas  would  become  for  many  of  the 
(Catholic)  bishops  at  the  Second  Vati¬ 
can  Council  their  most  valued  and 
trusted  interpreter  of  what  they 
themselves  were  doing?” 

Those  were  the  words  used  by  St. 
John’s  Abbey-University  in  giving  its 
1987  Pax  Christi  Award  to  the  Rev. 
Albert  C.  Outler,  78,  of  Dallas,  one  of 
the  nation’s  leading  Protestant  ecu¬ 
menists  and  an  authority  on  John 
Wesley. 

“Within  a  very  few  weeks  of  the 
Vatican  Council’s  opening  in  1962,  you 
were  being  acknowledged  by  other  of¬ 
ficial  observers,  by  scores  of  Council 
fathers,  as  the  historian  who  knew  the 
context,  the  theologian  who  knew  the 
language  (and  the  languages)  and  the 
gregarious  human  being  whose  wit 
and  humor  spiced  ecclesiastical  life 
in  Rome  during  those  long  weeks,” 
the  citation  said. 

“Your  book,  ‘Methodist  Observer  at 
Vatican  n,’  published  two  years  after 
the  Council  ended,  is  a  significant  in¬ 
terpretation  for  our  understanding  of 


that  turning  point  of  Catholic  history.” 

Not  long  after  the  Council,  the  cita¬ 
tion  noted.  Dr.  Outler  was  elected  the 
first  non-Catholic  president  of  the 
American  Catholic  Historical  Associ¬ 
ation  (1971-72). 

It  also  noted  that  he  has  been  an 
editor  and  translator  of  Augustine,  an 
authority  on  the  Greek  church  fa¬ 
thers,  and  a  pioneer  in  the  complex 
interplay  of  psychology  and  religion. 

The  honoring  of  Dr.  Outler  by  the 
Benedictine  college  came  “by  happy 
providence,”  the  citation  said,  “on  the 
holiest  day  in  the  Methodist  calendar.” 

"It  was  on  May  24,  1738,  249  years 
ago  today,”  it  recalled,  “that  John 
Wesley  went,  reluctantly,  to  an  Angli¬ 
can  society  meeting  in  Aldersgate 
Street,  London.”  While  there,  he  heard 
a  reading  from  Martin  Luther’s  Com¬ 
mentary  on  Romans  and  said  later 
that  he  felt  his  heart  “strangely 
warmed”  and  trusted  Christ  for  his 
salvation. 

“Who  would  have  thought  that  Al¬ 
dersgate,  the  decisive  turning  point  in 
the  history  of  Methodism,  would  be 
commemorated  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
millennium  later  in  a  Benedictine 
monastery  and  university  in  Minneso¬ 
ta?  Such  are  the  mysterious  and  won¬ 
derful  ways  of  God.” 


Agriculture  Department 
clarifies  UMC  ‘farm’  role 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has 
made  an  about-face  and  decided  not  to  re¬ 
gard  the  approximately  38,000  UM 
churches  and  institutions  as  a  single  entity. 

That’s  the  word  from  Herb  Kuhn,  an 
administrative  aide  to  U.S.  Rep.  Bob 
Whittaker,  R-Kan. 

Mr.  Kuhn  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
Agriculture  Department's  reversal  en¬ 
ables  individual  churches  and  UM-related 
schools  owning  farmland  to  be  eligible  to 
receive  as  much  as  $50,000  each  for  crops 
harvested  in  1986  and  1987. 

A  December  1986  department  ruling 
had  said,  in  effect,  that  all  farm  land 
owned  by  United  Methodist  church  bod¬ 
ies  would  be  considered  “one  big  farm” 
(see  UMR,  April  3.) 

The  decision  would  have  limited  farm 
subsidy  payments  to  a  single  $50,000  for 
all  UM-owned  farmland.  That  would 
have  affected  any  1986  and  1987  farm 
subsidy  payments  not  yet  issued. 


Mr.  Whittaker  had  urged  the  depart¬ 
ment  to  repeal  its  interpretation  of  the 
law  regarding  subsidy  limits  after  hear¬ 
ing  complaints  from  Southwestern  Col¬ 
lege  in  Winfield,  Kan.,  one  of  the 
UM-related  institutions  affected. 

Southwestern  College  had  anticipated 
receiving  $50,000  in  subsidy  payments. 

“USDA  officials  said  because  the  de¬ 
termination  (to  regard  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  farms  as  one  big  farm)  was  made 
after  1986  farm  plans  and  many  of  the 
1987  farm  plans  were  made,”  Mr.  Kuhn 
said,  “the  determination  will  not  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  1987  or  prior  years. 

“But  with  respect  to  1988,  the  decision 
is  to  be  made  later.” 

Craig  R.  Hoskins,  counsel  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  general  treasury  agency,  is 
to  work  with  federal  farm  program  offi¬ 
cials  regarding  the  future  determination, 
a  representative  in  his  office  said. 

United  Methodist  officials  contend 
that  the  restriction  is  improper  because 
no  centralized  church  ownership  of 
farmland  exists. 


Year’s  leave  given  pastor 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DALLAS— Clergy  members  of  the 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference  voted  in 
closed  session  last  week  to  place  the 
Rev.  Walker  L.  Railey  on  a  one-year 
leave  of  absence  from  the  conference. 

The  39-year-old  former  senior  pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dal¬ 
las  was  initially  put  on  leave  in  early 
May  by  Bishop  John  Russell  (Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Area)  because  of  “impaired  health 


(£)nrhdlzer. 

The  Pioneers  In 
Church  Furnlturt 
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626  Kearney  Ave.,  P.O.  Box  4039 
Modesto.  CA  95352-4039  Dept  NCR 
(209)  529-1716  /  (000)  344-7162  toll  free 


and  his  inability  to  perform  the  duties  of 
full-time  ministry.” 

That  action  followed  an  apparent  sui¬ 
cide  attempt  by  Dr.  Railey  May  1. 

The  senior  pastorate  of  the  5,700-mem¬ 
ber  downtown  Dallas  church,  which  Dr. 
Railey  filled  since  1980  was  left  “to  be 
supplied.” 

Dr.  Railey  remains  at  Timberlawn 
Psychiatric  Hospital  in  Dallas.  He  ad¬ 
mitted  himself  there  after  several  days 
of  treatment  at  Presbyterian  Hospital 
for  the  May  1  drug  overdose. 

His  wife,  Margaret,  38,  is  still  in  a 
coma  at  Presbyterian  Hospital.  She  is 
suffering  the  effects  of  near-strangula¬ 
tion  April  21  and  is  listed  in  serious  con¬ 
dition. 

Investigation  into  the  incident  has 
ground  almost  to  a  halt,  according  to 
Dallas  police. 

Investigators  told  the  Reporter  that 
Dr.  Railey’s  attorney  had  informed  them 
that  the  minister  did  not  want  to  be  in¬ 
terviewed  at  this  time. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


“How  to  Lead 


a  Growth-Plus  Congregation” 

A  Seminar  with  Dr.  Joe  Harding 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
August  20-21  in  Denver,  CO 
combine  time  in  the  Rockies  this  summer 
with  Continuing  Education  and  Inspiration! 


Cost:  $45  per  person 

Send  registration  fee  of  $25  to 

Society  for  Growth  in  Parish  Ministry 
6325  South  University  Blvd. 

Littleton,  Colorado  80121 
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There’s  no  farm  crisis  at  Wesley 

320  acres  plow  money  into  maintenance,  free  funds  for  ministries 


BLOOMINGTON,  Ill. — One  role  Wesley  UMC  pastor  Bert  Lancaster 
(right)  plays  in  Bloomington’s  64-year-old  Passion  Play,  based  on  the  fam¬ 
ous  one  at  Oberammergau,  Germany,  is  “Malachi.”  With  him  as  “Judas”  is 
G.  Hodge  Fuller. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

BLOOMINGTON,  Ill.— Combine  “Old 
MacDonald  Had  a  Farm”  with  the  State 
Farm  Insurance  theme  song  (“Like  a 
good  neighbor.  State  Farm  is  there”), 
and  what  do  you  get? 

A  credible  theme  song  for  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church— that’s  what. 

Wesley  UMC  has  a  farm— 320  acres  of 
beans  and  com.  The  farm  pumps  $30,000 
per  year  into  church  maintenance  and 
improvements,  freeing  most  of  the 
church’s  $390,000  1987  budget  for  pro¬ 
grams  and  ministries. 

And  in  Bloomington,  State  Farm  In¬ 
surance  is  everyone’s  neighbor.  The  gi¬ 
ant  firm’s  6,000  headquarters  employees 
work  and  live  here. 

The  strong  magnet  of  major  employ¬ 
ers  like  State  Farm,  with  their  hundreds 
of  career-stabilizing  executive  positions, 
gives  Wesley  UMC  and  other  churches  a 
dynamic  membership  field. 

Income  frees  membership 

Income  from  the  farm  and  from  a  sep¬ 
arate  $400,000  bequest  fund  frees  the 
1,700-member  downtown  congregation 
from  worry  about  maintenance  on  an 
overcrowded  35-year-old  building  and 
two  parsonages. 

“It’s  exciting  to  budget  for  this 
church,”  says  Membership  and  Evange¬ 
lism  Chairwoman  Ethlyn  Yount.  “We  let 
the  trustees  worry  about  things  like  light 
bulbs  and  the  organ  and  insurance,  and 
we  never  cut  back  on  our  dreams.” 

“Program”  at  Wesley  includes  connec- 
tional  ministries.  The  1986  budget  at 
Wesley,  $340,000,  was  oversubscribed  by 
$20,000,  and  nearly  $100,000  went  to  be¬ 
nevolences. 

The  Rev.  Bertis  L.  "Bert”  Lancaster, 
the  senior  minister,  said  one  point  he 
makes  clear  to  the  church’s  approxi¬ 
mately  100  new  members  per  year  is 
“how  dead  people  support  the  church” 
through  bequests  like  the  farm.  Anna  Gu- 
lick  willed  it  to  the  church  in  1963. 

More  typical  are  bequests  of  $1,000- 
$1,500  accumulated  through  the  years  to 
the  $400,000  total. 

For  a  congregation  in  the  Illinois  farm- 
belt,  Wesley  UMC  has  surprisingly  few 
real  farmers  among  its  membership.  But 
it  has  dozens  of  junior  and  senior  execu¬ 
tives  from  firms  like  State  Farm,  Mitsubi¬ 
shi  (cars)  and  Eureka  (vacuum  cleaners). 

It  also  has  professors  and  two  retired 
presidents  from  Illinois  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity  three  miles  away  and  from  Illi¬ 
nois  State  University  in  the  adjacent 
town  of  Normal. 

Dr.  Lancaster  makes  particular  note 
of  the  28  attorneys  within  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  As  he  told  the  Central  Illinois  con¬ 
ference  edition  of  tfce  Reporter  earlier 
this  year,  “They  are  there  when  people 
make  their  wills.  They’re  able  to  ask, 
‘Have  you  considered  giving  to  the 
church?’ ” 


Merger  formed  church 

Wesley  UMC  is,  in  effect,  Blooming¬ 
ton’s  “First  Church,”  organized  in  1943 
by  a  merger  of  1,700-member  First  and 
1,300-member  Grace  churches. 

But  membership  slipped  steadily  for 


20  years,  standing  at  1,400  when  Dr.  Lan¬ 
caster  went  there  in  1980. 

What  built  it  back?  Dr.  Lancaster 
credits  two  things:  Good  preaching  and 
“representative  stewardship.”  To  define 
such  stewardship,  he  asks,  “Is  your  offer¬ 
ing  representative  of  your  understanding 
of  the  faith  and  of  your  means?” 

“I  work  hard  on  preaching,”  Dr.  Lan¬ 
caster  said.  “That’s  a  strength  I  have.” 

Two  of  his  most  important  sermon- 
preparation  tools  are  a  thesaurus  (“I’m 
always  looking  for  a  fresh  way  to  say 
something”)  and  a  word  processor. 

His  Commodore  word  processor  at 
home,  compatible  with  one  at  the 
church,  is  vital.  That’s  because  Dr.  Lan¬ 
caster  suffers  from  glaucoma  and  its  at¬ 
tendant  night  blindness. 

But  the  lighted  computer  screen  per¬ 
mits  him  to  work  on  sermons  at  all  hours 
at  home  or  at  the  office. 

He  has  memorized  all  United  Method¬ 
ist  rituals  so  he  can  baptize,  marry,  bury, 
etc.  without  having  to  rely  on  reading 
texts  in  unfavorable  light. 

Many  marriages  performed 

The  “marry”  part  comes  into  use  fair¬ 
ly  often,  with  as  many  as  three  weddings 
per  day,  because  Bloomington  has  a  high 
percentage  of  unmarried  people. 

Dr.  Lancaster  said  that  is  caused  par¬ 
tially  by  the  two  universities  and  by 
young  people  starting  work  for  or  trans¬ 
ferring  in  with  major  employers. 

Most  of  these  are  not  Methodists,  he 
said.  But  they  are  attracted  to  Wesley  by 
its  building  and  its  program. 

(Others,  like  Mrs.  Yount,  credit  strong 
word-of-mouth  advertising  around  town 
about  Dr.  Lancaster’s  preaching  and  about 
the  church’s  innovative  worship  services.) 

“Among  our  new  members  so  far  this 
year,”  he  said,  "13  denominations  plus 
United  Methodist  are  represented.  One- 
third  of  our  new  members  will  not  be 
former  Methodists. 

“That  creates  quite  a  challenge  to  ex¬ 
plain  our  mission  plus  some  of  our  polity, 
especially  infant  baptism.  I  have  to  ex¬ 
plain  that  over  and  over.” 

He  also  offered  an  insight  that  has  im¬ 
portant  connectional  implications  at  the 
transfer-out  end  of  the  membership  pro¬ 
cess. 

Few  transfers  leave  UMC 

“We  know  that  a  lot  of  our  members 
will  be  transferred  by  their  work,  and  we 
seldom  transfer  anyone’s  membership  to 
other  than  a  United  Methodist  church,” 
he  said.  “They  enjoy  their  stay  here.” 

The  congregation’s  average  age  is 
dropping  slightly  even  as  the  size  is 
growing.  That’s  because  McLean  County 
is  one  of  only  five  in  Illinois  with  grow¬ 
ing  population. 

Wesley  baptizes  an  average  of  30  ba¬ 
bies  per  year.  Nursery  space  is  at  a  pre¬ 
mium.  This  year’s  confirmation  class 
numbers  16. 


Christian  education,  youth  programs, 
music  ministry,  community  outreach 
and  fellowship  groups  buttress  Wesley’s 
“heart  of  the  church”  worship. 

Wesley,  not  unlike  many  other  north¬ 
ern-state  United  Methodist  churches, 
draws  more  to  worship  services  (average 
for  both  9  and  10:30  a.m.  is  more  than 
500)  than  to  church  school  (average 
around  200). 

The  disparity  may  widen,  at  least  in 
the  short  run,  because  Wesley  is  adding 
an  8  a.m.  worship  service  “with  piano 
and  lots  of  songs." 

The  husband-and-wife  team  of  Asso¬ 
ciate  Minister  Gary  Livesay  and  Educa¬ 
tion  Director  Valerie  Vlahakis  has  the 
challenge  of  getting  more  adults  into 
church  school  and  more  children  and 
youth  into  worship. 

With  the  work  area  on  education,  Ms. 
Vlahakis  recruits  160  volunteers  per  year, 
or  about  10  percent  of  the  congregation,  for 
leadership  ranging  from  vacation  Bible 
school  to  yearlong  team  teaching. 

Bible  study  groups  meet  each  weekday 
morning  except  Monday.  The  most  ener¬ 
getic,  made  up  mostly  of  women  and 
called  “Body  ’n  Soul,”  combines  exercise 
classes  and  study  for  two  hours.  Earliest 
is  Dr.  Lancaster’s  6:30  a.m.  Bible  study 
each  Wednesday,  a  practice  he  began  25 
years  ago. 

About  90  are  enrolled  in  the  youth  pro¬ 
gram,  and  55  attend  one  or  more  major 
events— church  school,  choir  or  youth 
fellowship— on  an  average  Sunday. 


The  program  stays  strong  through  the 
summer  with  a  weeklong  work  trip  to 
such  places  as  UM-related  Henderson 
Settlement  in  Kentucky. 

Youth  choir  is  a  vital  crossover  be¬ 
tween  youth  work  and  music  ministry. 
Under  the  church’s  full-time  director  of 
music,  Jeffrey  D.  Dexter,  the  youth  choir 
sings  twice  monthly  in  worship  services 
and  tours  each  June. 

Other  components  in  the  September- 
May  music  ministry  are  two  children’s 
choirs  (kindergarten  through  second 
grade  and  grades  3-6)  that  sing  monthly 
at  worship  services,  the  adult  sanctuary 
choir  and  two  handbell  choirs. 

A  task  force  is  planning  the  music  min¬ 
istry’s  biggest-ever  project— a  two-week 
1988  summer  tour  of  England,  Scotland 
and  Wales  for  youth  and  adult  choirs. 

It’s  part  of  the  four-member  core 
staff's  effort  to  interweave  music,  edu¬ 
cation  and  worship  throughout  Wesley 
UMC.  They  describe  their  style  as  “colle¬ 
gial”  and  they  seem  to  mean  it. 

“The  Church  Aflame"  series  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  feature  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  of  all  sizes  anywhere  in  the  church 
that  are  growing  numerically,  shoulder¬ 
ing  their  fair  share  of  the  denomination's 
financial  obligations  and  offering  out¬ 
standing  ministries  in  their  communities. 
Readers  are  invited  to  suggest  names  of 
congregations  which  deserve  to  be  fea¬ 
tured.  Write  “The  Church  Aflame,”  P.  O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

BLOOMINGTON,  Ill.— A  special  outreach  ministry  at  Wesley  UMC  has 
helped  resettle  two  Vietnamese  refugee  families.  With  Church  and  Society 
Chairperson  Anita  Wheeler  are  Nguyen  family  members,  from  left,  Uyen,  9; 
Toan,  7;  Phuong,  7,  mother  Mai  and  father  Chung. 


Outreach  programs  varied 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BLOOMINGTON,  Ill  -Two  pro¬ 
grams— Head  Start  and  refugee  resettle¬ 
ment— epitomize  the  ministry  of  outreach 
at  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church. 

Fifteen  years  ago  the  church  became 
home  for  the  Head  Start  program.  It  is 
funded  jointly  by  federal  grants  and  lo¬ 
cal  United  Way  proceeds. 

The  hardest  part,  then  and  now,  said 
Jerry  Parsons,  the  congregational  lay 
leader,  is  “sharing  the  kitchen.” 

Wesley  women  had  to  learn  that  some 
things  they  had  thought  were  out  of 
harm’s  way  might  get  lost  or  broken 
when  hot  lunches  were  prepared  daily 
for  up  to  100  children— half  of  them 
black  or  Hispanic. 

Rough  spots  through  the  years  have 
been  worked  out  via  a  Wesley  UMC  rep¬ 
resentative  on  the  Head  Start  board  and 
by  an  ad  hoc  committee  appointed  by  the 
church’s  administrative  board  to  work 
with  Head  Start. 

The  more  recent  outreach  ministry, 


started  in  January  1980,  was  resettle¬ 
ment  of  two  Vietnamese  families. 

The  first  family— man,  woman  and 
three  children— came  on  recommenda¬ 
tion  from  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief.  A  lay  committee  from  the 
church  helped  them  find  jobs  and  housing. 

Money  to  support  them  came  mostly 
from  special  gifts  outside  the  church 
budget. 

In  1986  the  church  learned  that  a  sec¬ 
ond  Vietnamese  family,  related  to  the 
first,  had  been  recommended  by  the  UM 
relief  committee  for  resettlement. 

This  second  family  of  five  was  settled 
into  a  used  mobile  home  the  church 
bought  for  $6,000.  That'  money  for  the 
purchase  was  lent  interest-free  from  the 
trustees’  property  fund.  Church  volun¬ 
teers  repaired  the  home. 

For  1987,  $7,000  has  been  added  to  the 
church  budget  to  continue  support  fqr 
the  second  family  and  to  repay  the  mo¬ 
bile-home  loan. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


the  church  today 


Annual  conference  plans 
camp  for  AIDS  victims 

WARRENSBURG,  N.Y.  (UMNS)— A 
five-day  camp  for  persons  suffering 
from  Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syn¬ 
drome  (AIDS)  will  be  held  Aug.  24-28  at 
Skye  Farm  Camp  in  Warrensburg  under 
sponsorship  of  the  United  Methodist  Troy 
Annual  Conference. 

The  camp’s  regular  summer  camping 
program  is  being  extended  to  accommo¬ 
date  the  special  “Quality  of  Life”  camp. 
The  extension  has  been  endorsed  by  the 
conference’s  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  AIDS  victim  camp  will  be  direct¬ 
ed  by  the  Rev.  Richard  W.  Neal,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Delmar, 
N.Y.  He  said  the  camp  will  be  conducted 
in  a  “low-key”  manner  to  avoid  any  pos¬ 
sible  “circus”  effects  and  to  protect  indi¬ 
vidual  privacy. 

Baptist  college  names 
United  Methodist  head 

PLAINVIEW,  Texas  (BP)— Glenn  Bar¬ 
nett,  a  United  Methodist  layman  and  re¬ 
tired  vice  president  of  Texas  Tech 


University,  has  been  named  interim 
president  at  Wayland  Baptist  University 
in  Plainview. 

He  succeeds  David  L.  Jester,  who  re¬ 
signed  in  early  May  during  a  trustee 
meeting  called  to  assess  the  school’s  pro¬ 
gress  following  a  20  percent  reduction  of 
its  $12.5  million  budget.  Wayland’s  finan¬ 
cial  woes  have  been  linked  to  the  petro¬ 
chemical  and  agribusiness  crises  in  the 
region. 

Dr.  Barnett  is  one  of  four  consultants 
who  have  worked  with  Wayland  since 
March. 

Western  Jurisdiction  cancels 
meeting  in  Arizona 

PHOENIX,  Ariz.  (UMR)— To  protest 
Arizona  Gov.  Evan  Mecham’s  rescinding 
of  a  state-option  holiday  honoring  the 
birth  of  the  late  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.,  the  United  Methodist  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  Camping  Network  has  cancelled 
its  Oct.  11-18,  1988,  meeting  near  Je¬ 
rome,  Ariz. 

Bishop  Elias  G.  Galvan  (Phoenix  Area) 
said,  “It’s  regrettable  that  the  stance 


taken  by  Gov.  Mecham  and  the  Arizona 
State  Legislature  poses  this  problem.  It’s 
our  hope  that  Gov.  Mecham  and  our  leg¬ 
islators  will  remedy  this  problem  by  le¬ 
galizing  the  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
Holiday.” 

Mission  Society  reports 
financial,  ‘sending’  gains 

DECATUR,  Ga.  (UMNS)— Substantial 
gains  in  both  financial  support  and  the 
number  of  missionaries  sponsored  have 
been  reported  by  the  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists,  an  independent  agen¬ 
cy  launched  in  1985. 

Income  for  the  first  four  months  of 
1987  is  up  more  than  60  percent  from  the 
same  period  in  1986,  according  to  the 
Rev.  H.T.  Maclin,  president  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society.  The  1987  budget  is  almost 
$1.3  million,  about  four  times  the  1985 
budget  of  $309,496. 

The  Mission  Society  was  launched  by 
individual  United  Methodists  dissatisfied 
with  policies  and  philosophy  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  the  9.2  million- 
member  denomination’s  official  mis¬ 


sions  agency. 

At  an  early  May  meeting,  society  di¬ 
rectors  approved  11  new  candidates  for 
service,  bringing  to  42  the  number  of 
missionaries,  and  to  34  the  total  of  mis¬ 
sionary  associates.  They  serve  in  or  are 
assigned  to  14  nations  on  all  continents, 
Dr.  Maclin  said. 

English-language  services 
added  for  tourists  in  Germany 

MUNICH,  West  Germany  (UMR)— An¬ 
ticipating  increased  tourism  by  English- 
speaking  United  Methodists,  the  United 
Methodist  Coordinating  Council  of  Ger¬ 
many  and  Austria  has  announced  an  ad¬ 
ditional  worship  service. 

Services  will  be  held  monthly  at  the 
American  Army  base  in  Munich.  Pastor 
is  the  Rev.  Richard  Acosta  from  the  En¬ 
glish-language  UM  church  in  Munich. 

Other  United  Methodist  services  in  En¬ 
glish  are  held  regularly  in  Bremen, 
Frankfurt  and  Stuttgart.  English-speak¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  “point  of  contact” 
volunteers  are  stationed  all  over  Germa¬ 
ny,  typically  in  connection  with  U.S.  mil¬ 
itary  installations. 
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Methodists  Tutor  Middle  School  in  Volunteer  Program 


Methodists  from  both  Baton  Rouge 
districts  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  much  to  be  proud  of  when  it  comes 
to  their  educational  volunteer  work  in 
East  Baton  Rouge  Parish.  The  group 
calls  themselves  Methodists  and  Middle 
Schools  and  are  known  to  all  as  “M&Ms.” 

Forty-seven  men  and  women  from 
area  Methodist  churches  pooled  their  re¬ 
sources  and  started  a  unique  program  in 
Prescott  Middle  School  to  aid  students  in 
their  work.  The  volunteers  put  in  one  to 
two  hours  each  week  under  the  direction 
of  the  classroom  teacher. 

Their  hard  work  and  intense  dedica¬ 
tion  paid  off  when  the  Capital  Area 
Reading  Council  presented  the  area 
Award  for  Excellence  to  Prescott  Middle 
School  and  the  M&M  program. 

“There  was  an  approximate  30  percent 
increase  in  literacy  in  this  school  be¬ 
cause  of  this  specific  program,”  said 
Rev.  Don  Hall,  superintendent  of  the  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge-Hammond  District  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Rev.  Don  Hall,  along  with  Dr.  Kirby 
Vining,  superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  District  of  Methodist 
churches,  were  the  men  who  initiated  a 
series  of  meetings  in  conjunction  with 
the  faculty  at  Prescott  to  come  up  with 
the  system  used  in  the  program. 

There  were  five  teachers  involved  in 
the  program  and  they  all  agree  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  of  great  value  to  the  students. 

“Last  summer,  the  assistant  principal 


called  a  meeting  to  discuss  the  idea  of 
the  M&Ms,”  participating  Prescott  teach¬ 
er  Clyde  LeBlanc  said.  "We  use  the  team¬ 
teaching  approach,  so  it  involved  our 
team  of  five  teachers  and  we  see  the 
same  100-150  students.  We  agreed  to  the 
volunteer  help." 

When  asked  what  they  expected,  the 
teachers  asked  that  the  volunteers  be  on 
time  and  be  regular. 

“I  was  concerned  the  volunteers  would 
come  to  the  school  thinking  they  could 
save  the  world,  but  as  the  year  drew  on 
everyone  realized  the  situation  and  knew 
there  were  limitations  for  everything,” 
LeBlanc  said.  "I  was  terribly  pleased 
with  them;  they  volunteered  to  teach 
three  times  a  week  and  the  kids  couldn’t 
wait  for  them  to  arrive.” 

LeBlanc  pulled  the  remedial  students 
out  of  his  math  class  for  the  volunteers 
to  work  with  and  the  value  of  the  one-on- 
one  instruction  was  a  great  help  to  the 
children. 

“When  I  was  telling  my  parents  about 
the  program,  my  mother  really  ex¬ 
pressed  the  feeling  about  it  when  she 
said  ‘It’s  so  nice  to  know  someone 
cares,’  ”  LeBlanc  said. 

The  volunteer  program  reached  about 
150  students  and  the  tutors  were  able  to 
work  on  an  individual  basis  with  about  75 
of  the  students. 

"We  have  seen  a  tremendous  improve¬ 
ment  in  grades  since  the  M&Ms  pro¬ 
gram  started,”  Principal  Pat  Stephens 


said.  "One  teacher  made  the  statement 
that  the  students  are  better  readers  and 
deal  with  written  material  much  better." 

"We  have  also  seen  an  improvement  in 
attendance  at  school,”  Stephens  said.  “I 
think  the  students  previously  had  the 
feeling  that  no  one  was  going  to  get 
around  to  them,  so  why  come  to  school. 
The  tutors  come  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  but  the  students  have  to 
be  in  class  on  Monday  to  be  assigned  a 
tutor  and  then  on  Friday  they  come  to  be 
evaluated  —  they  wanted  to  come  because 
they  knew  the  material  and  knew  they 
would  do  well  on  their  evaluations.  This 
seemed  to  be  the  pattern." 

Stephens  felt  the  personal  relationship 
the  children  had  with  the  tutors  was  also 
a  tremendous  value. 

"Many  of  the  students  have  no  grand¬ 
parents  nearby  and  they  needed  to  feel 
so  cared  for,”  Stephens  said. 

The  tutors  provided  many  special  ex¬ 
tras  for  the  students  such  as  dressing  in 
costumes  from  other  lands,  bringing  in 
wasp  nests,  doing  science  experiments, 
bringing  in  special  books,  making  maps 
and  making  flashcards  for  math. 

“The  children  wrote  such  beautiful 
thank-yous  and  the  Methodists  brought  in 
cakes  and  little  gifts  for  the  students  at 
the  end  of  school,”  Stephens  said.  “One  of 
the  Methodist  men  said  that  some  of  the 
children  would  forget  and  call  him 
Gramps,  and  he  said  it  with  such  pride.” 

A  total  of  11  churches  participated  in 


the  program  which  included  tutoring 
two-hour  classes  in  social  studies/lan¬ 
guage  arts  and  math/science,  as  well  as 
one-hour  reading  blocks  for  the  students. 

The  excellence  program  is  supported 
by  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Prescott  is  the  only  middle 
school  in  the  parish  attempting  to  meet 
the  criteria.  The  M&Ms  began  working 
at  Prescott  in  September  1986  after  a 
number  of  workshops  and  meetings.  In 
November,  the  school  had  a  luncheon  for 
the  volunteers  to  provide  time  for  them 
to  share  thoughts  with  the  teachers.  The 
volunteers  created  a  real  bond  with  the 
teachers. 

In  order  to  use  the  trade  name  M&Ms, 
permission  was  obtained  by  writing 
the  company.  They  readily  agreed  with 
the  idea  and  sent  examples  of  dessert 
recipes  using  their  candy. 

“We  hope  to  expand  the  program  in 
the  future,  since  it  dealt  with  150  of  our 
800  students,”  Stephens  said.  "Most  of 
the  volunteers  are  coming  back,  and 
those  that  are  not  have  not  lost  interest, 
but  their  church  has  adopted  another 
school.” 

“This  has  been  one  of  the  most  satisfy¬ 
ing  and  rewarding  experiences  between 
a  very  large  community  and  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  school,’’  Stephens  said.  “It’s  been  a 
crossroads  kind  of  endeavor  and  the 
Methodists  have  helped  a  school  that  has 
been  in  the  neighborhood  for  31  years.” 


Hymnal  Revision  Committee  Makes  Reforms 


The  1984  General  Conference  autho-  at  its  final  meeting  in  September, 
rized  a  compiling  of  a  new  hymnal  for  The  ethnic  minority  hymns  include 
United  Methodism.  For  over  two  years,  55  from  the  Black  tradition,  16  Hispan- 
the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  under  .  ic>  11  Asian  and  two  Native  American, 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Carlton  R.  Young,  Hymns  from  the  Black  tradition  in- 


has  been  busy  compiling  this  new  hym¬ 
nal,  which  must  be  approved  by  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

Contemporary  hymns  that  lift  up  so¬ 
cial  justice  themes  and  hymns  from  the 
four  major  United  Methodist  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  groups  were  accepted  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  the  proposed  new  hymnal. 

At  meetings  held  May  11-15  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee 
referred  those  hymns  and  some  450  oth¬ 
ers  accepted  earlier  to  a  subcommit¬ 
tee.  That  group  will  place  the  hymns 
into  one  of  five  proposed  sections  and 
recommend  needed  language  changes. 
The  Theology,  Language  and  Classifi¬ 
cation  Subcommittee  was  also  asked  to 
pare  down  the  list  of  some  730  hymns 
to  about  650  that  will  be  recommended 
for  the  new  hymnal.  The  full  commit¬ 
tee  will  act  on  those  recommendations 


elude  familiar  spirituals  such  as 
“There  is  a  Balm  in  Gilead”  and  “Lord, 
I  Want  To  Be  a  Christian,”  arranged  by 
William  Farley  Smith,  and  at  least  six 
by  well-known  Black  hymnist  Charles 
A.  Tindley.  The  Hispanic  hymns  will  be 
printed  with  Spanish  texts  facing  the 
English  texts,  and  will  include  “Amaz¬ 
ing  Grace,”  “0,  For  a  Thousand 
Tongues,”  “Holy,  Holy,  Holy,”  and 
“Joyful,  Joyful,  We  Adore  You.”  The 
Asian  material  includes  three  from  Ko¬ 
rean  and  two  each  from  Formosan 
(Taiwan),  Chinese,  Filipino  and  South¬ 
ern  Asian  traditions.  After  further  con¬ 
sultation,  the  committee  will  propose 
two  hymns  from  Japanese  and  two 
from  Southeast  Asian  traditions  (Laos, 
Vietnam  and  Kampuchea).  Three  Na¬ 
tive  American  hymns  had  been  accept¬ 
ed  earlier,  and  one  will  be  printed  as 


poetry.  The  committee  is  recommend¬ 
ing  that  the  last  stanza  of  “Amazing 
Grace”  be  printed  in  Cherokee,  Choc¬ 
taw,  Chickasaw^  Creek  and  Seminole. 
Several  other  Native  American  hymns 
are  being  considered.  “Jesus  Loves 
Me”  will  appear  in  Japanese,  Chinese, 
Korean,  Spanish,  one  Native  American 
language  and  in  English. 

The  new  hymnal  is  proposed  to  be 
numbered  consecutively  beginning  with 
“0,  for  a  Thousand  Tongues,"  followed 
by  additional  stanzas.  After  the  tradi¬ 
tional  hymn,  four  suggested  orders  for 
Word  and  Table  and  four  for  Baptism 
will  appear,  followed  by  hymns,  Psal¬ 
ter,  order  worshp  materials  and  indices. 

About  330  hymns  from  the  current 
book  of  hymns.  60  new  gospel  or  charis¬ 
matic  choruses,  50  historical  ecumeni¬ 
cal  chorales,  110  hymns  from  the  four 
major  United  Methodist  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  traditions  and  about  100  hymns  pub¬ 
lished  since  1962.  Within  that  group  are 
a  core  of  250  evangelical  gospel  hymns 
and  68  texts  from  John  or  Charles  Wes¬ 


ley.  The  proposed  1,000-page  book  also 
includes  wedding  and  funeral  services, 
prayers  for  various  occasions,  affirma¬ 
tions  of  faith  and  poetry  to  be  printed 
among  the  hymns.  Three  versions  of 
the  Lord’s  Prayer,  two  versions  of  the 
Apostle’s  Creed  and  the  Nicene  Creed 
will  be  printed  inside  the  back  cover 
and  on  the  facing  flyleaf. 

A  new  translation  of  the  Korean 
Creed  is  being  considered  for  inclusion 
in  the  new  United  Methodist  hymnal. 
The  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  also 
received  the  Psalter  section,  which  fea¬ 
tures  new  translations  of  112  psalms 
for  responsive  reading. 

Readings  in  the  new  Psalter  are 
based  on  translations  in  the  New  Re¬ 
vised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bible, 
now  in  process.  They  include  psalms 
listed  in  the  ecumenical  lectionary. 

If  the  General  Conference  in  1988  ap¬ 
proves  the  report  from  the  Hymnal  Re¬ 
vision  Committee,  the  projected 
publication  date  for  the  hymnal  is  De¬ 
cember  1989. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  United  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Bums,  will  conduct  a  day  camp  this 
summer  for  the  children  of  the  Buras- 
Venice  area.  Camp  will  be  Monday 
through  Friday  all  summer.  Jerry  Coo¬ 
per  is  the  president  and  Rev.  Donald 
Morgan  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Chancel  choir  of  Mt.  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Metairie  presented 
their  annual  Nocturnal  Musical  Sunday, 
May  31.  The  event  featured  talent  from 
outstanding  church  choirs  and  soloists 
from  local  congregations. 

•  *  • 

The  United  Methodist  Men  of  Gretna 
United  Methodist  Church  held  their  an¬ 
nual  barbeque  dinner.  They  prepared 
their  popular  takeout  dinners  of  barbe¬ 
que  chicken,  corn  on  the  cob,  baked 
beans,  French  bread  and  iced  tea  and 
sold  the  meals  after  each  service.  This  is 


the  Men’s  annual  fund  raiser  to  support 
their  various  projects. 

•  •  * 

DeQuincy  United  Methodist  Church 
was  privileged  to  have  Rev.  Ester  Ham¬ 
mond  speak  at  their  morning  and  eve¬ 
ning  services.  Prior  to  her  retirement, 
Rev.  Hammond  was  a  professor  in  the 
Gbarnga  School  of  Theology  outside  of 
Monrovia,  the  capital  of  the  West  Afri¬ 
can  nation  of  Liberia.  She  is  now  itiner¬ 
ating  the  area,  sharing  her  mission  and 
ministry  with  all  who  will  listen.  The 
morning  service  was  followed  by  a  cov¬ 
ered  dish  luncheon.  Rev.  Robert  E. 
Townsend  is  the  minister  at  DeQuincy. 

•  •  • 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Winnsboro  has  a  new  painting  done  by 
member  Todd  Broussard.  The  painting 
is  of  Jesus  and  the  children  and  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  wall  next  to  the  Church 
nursery. 
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Mrs.  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  was  elected  pres¬ 
ident-designate  of  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
Wives  Association  at  a  recent  meeting 
held  in  Arlington,  Virginia,  in  connection 
with  the  Council  of  Bishops’  semi-annual 
meeting.  Her  term  as  president  will  run 
from  April  1988  until  April  1989. 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  set 
an  attendance  record  on  Mother’s  Day, 
with  1,017  persons  at  Worship  and  708  in 
Sunday  School.  Worship  attendance  is  a 


new  record  for  services  other  than  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  and  Easter  Sunday,  which  are 
the  only  times  attendance  has  ever  ex¬ 
ceeded  1,000.  Sunday  School  attendance  of 
708  is  also  a  new  record,  and  the  first  time 
Sunday  School  attendance  exceeded  700 
in  Asbury ’s  37  year  history.  The  pre¬ 
vious  record  of  688  was  set  the  Sunday 
before,  on  May  3.  Asbury’s  earlier 
all  time  record  for  Sunday  School  atten¬ 
dance  had  been  set  in  1970  and  had  stood 
all  17  years. 

The  minister  at  Asbury  is  Rev.  Ray 
Branton. 


Pictured  above  are,  top  row,  left  to  right  Rev.  Don  Hall  and  Dr.  Kirby  Vining,  and 
bottom  row,  Walter  Brock  and  Virginia  Spitzkeit  with  the  Capital  Area  Reading 
Award  for  Literacy,  received  for  their  work  at  Prescott  Middle  School. 


Methodist  volunteers  at  Prescott  Middle  School  worked  with  the  students,  tutor¬ 
ing  them  in  math,  science,  social  studies  and  language  arts. 

Magale  Library  Hopes  to  Increase 
United  Methodist  History  Collection 


Centenary  College’s  Magale  Library  is 
not  only  the  heart  of  this  fine  liberal  arts 
college,  it  is  also  the  depository  of  spe¬ 
cial  collections  that  serve  in  special 
ways  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  It  has 
possibly  the  largest  collection  on  Meth¬ 
odism  in  Louisiana. 

Recently,  there  has  been  an  increased 
emphasis  by  the  college  and  the  Confer¬ 
ence  to  microfilm,  collect,  preserve  and 
make  available  original  records  from 
every  area  of  the  church’s  long  history  in 
Louisiana.  In  the  past  year,  there  has 
been  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of 
people  using  these  special  collections. 
Frequently,  the  needed  information  or 
material  is  not  available.  This  article  is 
a  call  for  information  about  original  ma¬ 
terials  important  to  the  preservation  of 
the  history  of  Louisiana  Methodism. 

The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  the 
needs  of  the  Archives:  1.  Individual 
church  histories  —  If  your  church  has 
one  on  file,  has  it  been  updated  since 
1980?,  2.  the  records  of  the  churches  in 
the  conference.  The  Archives  will  micro¬ 
film  these  old  records  and  return  them  to 
the  church  involved,  or  keep  them  for 
safe  storage.  In  either  case,  a  copy  of  the 
film  is  offered  to  the  congregation.  The 


records  need  to  include  roll  books,  pas¬ 
tor’s  record  books,  quarterly  conference 
record  books,  board  minutes,  etc.,  3. 
There  is  special  interest  in  materials  and 
records  from  the  following  groups:  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church;  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference;  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church;  the  Free  Methodist  Church  and 
the  present  Southern  Methodist  Church. 
Also  needed  are  diaries,  memoirs,  books, 
sermons,  obituaries  and  other  papers  of 
ministers  and  lay  men  and  women  with 
historic  ties  to  Methodism.  Material 
about  women  prominent  in  Methodism, 
especially  those  ordained  in  the  Method¬ 
ist  Protestant  Church  is  also  needed. 
Other  requests  include  photographs  of 
ministers  and  other  church  leaders  and 
names  of  old  churches  that  have  disband¬ 
ed  but  whose  records  may  still  be  in  the 
hands  of  former  members. 

If  you  have  any  knowledge  of  such  ma¬ 
terials,  or  if  you  would  like  to  discuss 
having  your  church's  records  filmed, 
please  write  or  call  Conference  Archivist 
Carolyn  Garison  at  Magale  Library,  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  of  Louisiana,  P.O.  Box 
41188,  Shreveport,  LA  71134-1188  or 
phone  (318)  869-5202  or  869-5170. 


United  Methodist  Men  Plan  13th  Annual  Retreat  for  June  27-28 


Pictured  above  are  some  of  the  participants  in  the  recent  “Missions  In  Motion” 
event  at  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston.  Church  members  pledged  a  cer¬ 
tain  amount  for  other  members  to  ride  or  push  a  “human  powered  motion  machine” 
such  as  a  bike,  tricycle  or  even  a  wheelbarrow.  Approximately  $600  was  raised  with 
the  proceeds  to  be  split  evenly  between  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  of  Ruston 
and  the  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans.  Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller  is  the  minister  at 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church. 


The  United  Methodist  Men  will  be 
holding  their  13th  Annual  Retreat  June 
27-28.  All  men  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  are  urged  to  attend  this  retreat, 
which  will  be  held  on  the  campus  of  Lou¬ 
isiana  College  in  Pineville.  Registration 
will  open  at  9:15  a.m.  on  Saturday,  June  27. 

Dr.  Jack  Gray,  a  native  Texan,  will  be 
the  principal  speaker  and  Bible  teacher 
for  the  retreat.  Dr.  Gray  who  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  North  Texas  State  University 
and  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  has  been 
active  in  evangelism  for  almost  30  years. 
Dr.  Gray  has  conducted  revivals  and 
evangelistic  crusades  in  many  states  and 
foreign  countries.  He  is  the  founder  of 
the  special  children’s  ministry  used 
throughout  America,  called  the  "Bible 
Bowl.”  Listed  in  “Who’s  Who  in  Reli¬ 
gion,”  Dr.  Gray  is  an  approved  United 
Methodist  Evangelist  and  has  spoken 
many  times  in  Louisiana. 


Dr.  Tom  Matheny  will  give  a  lecture 
on  United  Methodist  Church  Judicial 
Council  Insights  and  will  be  speaking  to 
the  youth.  Matheny  was  recently  named 
1986  “Outstanding  Christian  Businessman" 
by  the  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Founda¬ 
tion. 

This  year,  the  United  Methodist  Men 
are  inviting  young  men,  ages  13  through 
18,  to  attend  the  retreat  and  pay  only  the 
cost  of  meals  and  lodging.  No  registra¬ 
tion  fee  will  be  required.  Mr.  Larry  Lew¬ 
is,  Conference  Coordinator  of  Youth,  will 
be  in  charge  of  the  Youth  Sessions  and 
will  be  assisted  by  Bill  Harris,  1st  Vice 
President  of  State  UMM,  along  with  Mr. 
Matheny.  The  youth  will  have  a  separate 
Fellowship  Hour  on  Saturday  night. 

Dr.  John  Lee,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bossier  City,  will 
conduct  an  Evangelism  Class.  Dr.  Ken 
Ward  will  present  the  Louisiana  Moral 


and  Civic  program;  and  Boyd  Baun  will 
conduct  two  classes  on  the  Duties  of 
UMM  officers. 

Rev  Ken  Fisher,  St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  will  lead  the  singing  and  John 
Moore,  the  organist  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette,  will  be  at 
the  piano. 


Advance  reservations  may  be  made  by 
sending  a  check  for  $30  to  Mr.  Jack  Ew¬ 
ing,  P.O.  Box  1161,  Alexandria,  LA  71301. 
Each  person  is  asked  to  bring  their  own 
pillows,  linens  and  towels.  There  is  a  lim¬ 
ited  number  of  rooms  and  they  will  be 
assigned  on  a  first  come,  first  served  ba- 
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Editorial 


Dealing  with  suicide’s  painful  reality 


“Suicide  is  painless”  according  to  the 
theme  song  of  “M*A*S*H,”  an  early 
1970s  movie  that  continued  into  the  1980s 
as  a  popular  TV  series. 

Reality,  of  course,  is  otherwise.  That’s 
shown  by,  among  other  things,  the  trou¬ 
bling  rise  in  recent  years  of  suicides 
among  young  people. 

The  consequences  of  people  taking 
their  own  lives— heartache,  moral  confu¬ 
sion  and  societal  turmoil— are  anything 
but  painless. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  known 
for  having  an  official  position  on  most 
moral  issues.  Strangely,  the  painful  real¬ 
ity  of  suicide  is  not  addressed  in  our  “So¬ 
cial  Principles”  or  in  any  other  official 
denominational  teaching. 

That  will  change  at  the  1988  General 
Conference,  however,  if  a  group  of  con¬ 
cerned  church  members  has  its  way  (see 
UMR,  June  5  and  related  article  below). 

The  Rev.  James  Clemons,  professor  of 
New  Testament  at  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary,  is  leading  an  effort  to  write  a 
statement  on  suicide  and  to  urge  its 
adoption  by  the  General  Conference.  He 
was  joined  at  a  recent  meeting  by  some 
25  representatives  of  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  and  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Ministries. 

We  agree  with  Dr.  Clemons  that 
there’s  an  “urgent  need”  for  the  church 
to  deal  with  suicide  in  a  sensitive,  inten¬ 
tional  way. 

That  task  isn’t  simple.  Such  a  position 
must  take  into  account  two  Christian 
values  related  to  suicide  that  often  are 
perceived  as  conflicting. 

On  the  one  hand,  a  statement  by  the 
church  on  the  subject  must  deal  with  the 
traditional  view  that  suicide  is  an  inher¬ 
ently  faithless  and  sinful  act. 


While  the  Bible  contains  no  explicit 
prohibition  against  suicide,  the  church 
has  taught  for  centuries  that  suicide  vio¬ 
lates  the  commandment  against  killing. 
The  biblical  understanding  of  life  as  a 
gift  from  God  suggests  that  the  burden  of 
proof  should  rest  with  those  who  would 
relax  traditional  constraints. 

On  the  other  hand,  followers  of  Christ 
must  deal  compassionately  with  the  suf¬ 
fering  connected  with  suicide.  That  in¬ 
cludes  both  the  suffering  that  causes 
people  to  end  their  lives  and  that  of  loved 
ones  who  survive  the  victims  of  sui¬ 
cide— and  thus  become  “victims”  them¬ 
selves. 

Christian  compassion  suggests  that, 
after  the  fact  of  suicide  or  a  suicide  at¬ 
tempt,  our  energies  should  be  directed 
toward  healing  the  wounds  of  those  in¬ 
volved,  with  ultimate  moral  judgments 
left  to  God. 

The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman,.  profes¬ 
sor  of  Christian  ethics  at  Wesley  Semi¬ 
nary,  offered  a  constructive  outline  at 
the  recent  suicide  meeting  of  what  the 
church  should  teach  about  suicide. 

Dr.  Wogaman  said  that,  while  our 
“presumption  should  be  opposed  to  sui¬ 
cide,”  we  should  (1)  challenge  the  sense 
of  life’s  meaninglessness  that  spawns 
many  suicide  attempts,  particularly 
among  young  people,  (2)  “proclaim  the 
Gospel  of  grace  and  embody  it,  especial¬ 
ly  for  those  most  troubled,”  and  (3)  be 
non-judgmental  toward  both  suicide  vic¬ 
tims  and  their  survivors. 

That’s  sound  guidance  for  any  of  us 
dealing  with  someone  feeling  desperate 
or  someone  touched  by  the  suicide  of  a 
friend  or  loved  one.  It’s  also  sound  coun¬ 
sel  for  those  working  on  a  proposed 
statement  on  suicide  for  consideration 
by  the  1988  General  Conference. 


JUNE  12,  1987 


Here  I  Stand 


Let’s  help  rural  churches  ‘ retire ’  with  dignity 


By  ED  FELTS 

What  should  be  done  with  rural, 
small-membership  churches  that  have 
dwindled  through  the  years  in  atten¬ 
dance  and  pay  little  or  nothing  of  their 
apportionments? 

There  are  many  instances  of  United 
Methodist  churches  that  for  years  have 
been  faithful  agents  in  the  connection 
but  no  longer  have  resources  or  energy 
to  carry  out  all  their  responsibilities  as 
defined  in  The  Book  of  Discipline. 

For  instance,  a  particular  church 
may  have  seen  more  than  100  years  of 
history  in  the  Wesleyan  movement.  The 
church  may  have  produced  several  pas¬ 
tors  who  have  served  the  connection 
and  have  supported  the  program  of  the 
denomination  through  meeting  its  ap¬ 
portionments.  That’s  to  say  nothing  of 
the  leavening  and  enriching  influence 
of  the  church  in  the  lives  of  hundreds  of 
people  in  its  own  setting. 

Add  to  that  the  hosts  of  lay  members 
who  moved  away  and  became  dedicated 
workers,  mostly  in  urban  churches.  Yet 
the  church  may  now  have  an  official  roll 
that  has  been  greatly  reduced.  Many  of 
its  members  are  elderly  and  confined  to 
their  homes  or  nursing  homes. 

May  average  age  70  or  older 

The  faithful  few  who  come  regularly 
for  Sunday  school  may  have  an  average 
age  of  70  or  more.  These  people  will 
likely  be  on  fixed  incomes  and  perhaps 
feeling  financial  pressures. 

The  church  may  have  only  one  wor¬ 
ship  service  each  month  led  by  the  or¬ 
dained  minister  of  the  charge  to  which 
it  is  related.  Still,  the  expenses  in¬ 
curred  through  even  this  limited  degree 
of  connection  may  be  overwhelming. 

The  result  of  this  financial  burden 


may  well  be  a  congregation  that  is  anx¬ 
ious,  fearful  and  resentful.  Members 
are  anxious  that  they  are  no  longer 
able  to  support  the  work  of  the  larger 
church  through  their  apportionments. 

They  are  fearful  of  losing  pastoral 
leadership  at  a  time  when  they  very 
much  need  it.  They  are  fearful  of  losing 
their  church  fellowship  altogether. 

And  that  causes  considerable  resent¬ 
ment.  They  grieve  at  the  prospect  of 
losing  their  church  property. 

And  why  not? 

And  why  not?  These  people  have  in¬ 
vested  much  of  their  lives  in  their 
church  and  the  building  that  is  its 
home.  Some  of  them  may  have  been 
present  when  the  building  was  erected. 
They  may  have  watched  their  fathers 
work  to  construct  it. 

They  may  have  helped  their  mothers 
make  bread  and  pies  and  jellies  to  help 
pay  for  it.  Now  when  they  are  old,  the 
larger  church  is  ready  to  abandon 
them,  to  shut  them  down,  to  transfer 
their  membership  away  and  sell  their 
church  properties. 

This  placement  of  their  membership 
on  the  roll  of  another  United  Methodist 
church  serves  no  one.  The  fact  is  that 
very  few  members  who  experience 
their  church  closing  under  these  cir¬ 
cumstances  actually  become  involved 
in  the  life  of  another  congregation. 

Although  their  district  superinten¬ 
dent  may  move  their  membership,  that 
may  do  nothing  more  than  create  hard¬ 
ships  for  the  church  that  experiences  a 
sudden  influx  of  names  on  its  roll. 

Few  people  will  actually  venture 
forth  to  flesh  those  names  out  in  atten¬ 
dance  and  support  of  the  new  church. 
Rather,  those  whose  church  has  been 


closed  are  quite  likely  to  be  at  home  on 
Sunday  morning. 

They  feel  they  have  no  opportunity  to 
gather  again  as  a  community  of  faith. 
They  experience  no  ministry  of  the 
word,  no  partaking  of  the  sacraments. 
Often  even  their  funerals  are  conduct¬ 
ed  by  pastors  of  other  denominations— 
denominations  that  have  stayed  on  in 
the  rural  area. 

Many  rural  . areas  of  this  country  are 
falling  apart.  In  some  cases  the  only  in¬ 
stitution  that  may  be  left  is  the  church. 
The  schools  are  threatened  by  lower 
tax  bases.  County  programs  of  all 
sorts,  including  health  care,  are  being 
curtailed  in  many  places. 

In  this  rural  crisis,  which  is  also  a 
moral  crisis,  the  church  has  a  calling  to 
stay  and  minister.  Who  is  better  pre¬ 
pared  to  hear  the  pain  of  rural  folks 
than  the  church?  What  is  better  suited 
to  bring  hope  and  meaning  to  uncertain 
lives  than  the  fellowship  of  the  church? 
We  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
need  to  be  in  business  in  rural  America. 

At  our  next  General  Conference  we 
should  amend  the  regulations  of  the  Dis¬ 
cipline  to  provide  for  the  reality  of  our 
many  churches  and  people  that  face  this 
situation.  We  need  to  provide  a  disci¬ 
plinary  means  for  churches  to  retire 
with  dignity  just  as  we  make  provision 
for  members  of  the  clergy  to  do  so. 

A  proposal  for  retirement 

I  propose  that  a  local  United  Method¬ 
ist  church  may  move  into  an  officially 
recognized  retired  relationship  to  its 
annual  conference  providing: 

l)The  bishop  and  cabinet  are  satis¬ 
fied  that  a  demonstrable  and  long¬ 
standing  decline  in  membership  and 
strength  has  in  fact  taken  place, 


2)  The  full  membership  roll  of  the 
church  includes  40  or  fewer  names, 

3)  The  church  meets  in  a  pre-an- 
nounced  church  conference  to  vote  on 
this  matter  with  at  least  two-thirds  in 
favor  of  the  new  relationship,  and 

4)  The  annual  conference  votes  its 
approval  for  the  retired  relationship. 

Under  the  terms  of  this  retired  rela¬ 
tionship,  a  local  church: 

1)  Would  not  be  designated  as  closed, 

2)  Would  not  be  assessed  apportion¬ 
ments, 

3)  Would  not  be  appointed  a  pastor. 

This  retired  United  Methodist  Church 

would: 

1)  Be  listed  in  the  conference  journal 
as  retired— and  its  members  counted 
along  with  those  in  other  churches  by 
the  annual  conference, 

2)  Continue  to  be  formally  linked  to 
other  United  Methodist  churches  in  a 
charge  conference  and  would  be  repre¬ 
sented  at  this  conference  annually, 

3)  Continue  to  govern  its  property 
through  its  elected  trustees  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  The  Book  of  Discipline. 

4)  Continue  to  meet  for  Sunday 
school  and  elect  Sunday  school  officers, 

5)  Meet  for  Sunday  worship  periodi¬ 
cally  using  a  conference-approved  lay 
speaker  or,  when  available,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  by  special  contract¬ 
or  pastor  of  another  denomination  when 
approved  by  the  district  superintendent, 

6)  Meet  for  special  services  such  as  a 
revival  under  these  same  provisions, 

7)  Continue  to  keep  possession  of 
their  official  rolls  and  administer  them 
in  accordance  with  The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Felts  is  pastor  of  the 
Eagleville  (Mo.)  Charge  (Missouri  West 
Annual  Conference). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


It’s  editorial  writers  who  are  ‘playing  God’ 


To  the  Editor: 

Hamilton  College  officials  have  the 
right  to  choose  whether  or  not  they  want 
to  invite  people  to  use  their  facilities  (see 
UMR  editorial.  May  29). 

They  also  have  the  right  to  specify  that 
they  do  not  want  their  guests  to  use  the 
setting  to  castigate  them  because,  in  the 
opinion  of  some,  the  college  took  inappro¬ 
priate  action  on  a  controversial  solution  to 
that  most  unjust  and  ignominious  institu¬ 
tion  of  racial  bigotry,  apartheid. 

Of  course,  those  to  whom  they  specified 
the  restrictions,  the  North  Central  New 
York  Annual  Conference,  also  have 
rights.  They  have  the  right  to  politely  and 
quietly  accede  to  the  request  or  the  right 
to  quietly  go  elsewhere.  The  choices  be¬ 
fore  the  conference  were  not  abridged  in 
any  way.  They  chose  to  leave. 

Perhaps  they  did  not  leave  quietly,  but 
certainly  they  could  not  have  left  with 
more  fanfare  and  fussing  than  that  cre¬ 
ated  by  the  Reporter’s  editorial  writers. 

Their  denial  of  the  college’s  right  to 
ask  its  guests  to  respect  their  host’s  sin¬ 
cerity,  faith  and  intellectual  integrity  by 
not  using  the  college’s  own  campus  as  a 
forum  to  embarrass  it  puts  the  writers, 
not  college  officials,  in  the  position  of 
playing  God. 

The  editorial  writers  indicated  that 
they  alone  will  determine  what  is  an  ap¬ 
propriate  time  and  place  to  speak  their 
mind  and  whether  their  remarks  are 
beneficial  for  all  concerned. 

The  editorial  writers’  action  indicates 
not  only  that  they  have  an  opinion  on  di¬ 
vestiture  that  is  different  from  that  of 
the  college  but  also  that  they  have  a  dif¬ 
ferent  sense  of  the  obligations  of  grati¬ 
tude  for  hospitality.  It  is  either  that,  or  it 
is  that  they  have  confused  the  issues. 

The  issue  is  not  divestiture.  It  is  com¬ 
mon  sense  and  thoughtfulness  for  the 
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feelings  of  one’s  host.  By  leaving,  the 
conference  has  an  appropriate  place 
from  which  to  continue  debate. 

Let  us  remember,  however,  that  the 
debate  is  about  divestiture,  not  about  the 
desires  of  one’s  host  for  consideration 
from  one’s  guests. 

Richard  M.  Freeman 
Waco,  Texas 

Editorial  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  just  returned  from  the  Oklahoma  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  which  was  held  in  Tul¬ 
sa,  Okla. 

I  heard  many  issues  ^spoken  to  on  the 
floor  of  the  conference,  some  of  which 
were  probably  considered  by  some  peo¬ 
ple  to  be  controversial. 

Hence,  I  was  delighted  to  read  the  edito¬ 
rial  in  the  May  29  edition  of  the  Reporter. 
I  would  like  to  join  you  in  commending 
Bishop  Forrest  Stith  and  the  members  of 
the  North  Central  New  York  conference  in 
their  stand  for  religious  freedom. 

There  are  certainly  enough  efforts  to 
stifle  the  witness  of  the  church  and  its 
members  from  other  sources  without  al¬ 
lowing  institutions  such  as  Hamilton  Col¬ 
lege  to  dictate  what  the  church  can  or 
cannot  debate. 

Keep  up  the  good  work  reporting  all 
the  news  and  lifting  up  Jesus  as  Lord  and 
Savior. 

Gene  Teel 
Francis,  Oklahoma 

Is  UM  cruise  good  idea? 

To  the  Editor: 

When  I  received  information  in  the 
mail  about  the  “United  Methodist  Men’s 
Fantastic  Caribbean  Cruise,”  there  was 
a  feeling  of  astonishment  that  changed  to 
ambivalence. 

At  one  time  I  considered  participating. 
Then  with  further  consideration  other 
implications  of  this  event  began  to  come 
to  mind. 

Is  it  a  good  idea?  The  PTL  has  recent¬ 
ly  come  under  scrutiny  for  the  way  its  so¬ 
licited  resources  have  been  managed.  Is 
it  wise  or  within  Christian  character  for 
a  United  Methodist  Church  group  to 
sponsor  this  kind  of  self-indulgence  at 
the  same  time  that  funds  are  constantly 
being  requested  for  the  men’s  division  by 
the  Foundation  for  Evangelism  and  oth¬ 
er  programs? 

They  never  seem  to  have  enough  mon¬ 
ey  for  these  programs.  Simple  arithme¬ 
tic  shows  that  any  couple  who  takes  this 
cruise  will  require  $2,000  or  more.  It  is 
clearly  a  pleasure  trip  even  if  it  includes 
activities  of  Bible  study  and  fellowship. 

Also  consider  that  in  our  congregation 
few  if  any  couples  are  able  to  fit  this  cost 
into  their  budget.  Young,  growing  fam¬ 
ilies  certainly  can’t  participate.  Then 
who  can— wealthy  older  people? 

Need  more  be  said?  See  Romans  12:2. 

Raymond  J.  Harper 
Lake  Mary,  Florida 

‘Facts’  corrected 

To  the  Editor: 

I  write  with  regard  to  the  United 
Methodist  News  Service  story  by  Gar- 
linda  Burton  concerning  the  recent  Hym- 
nal  Review  Committee  meeting  in 
Nashville  (see  UMR,  May  29).  Two 
“facts”  she  reported  were  in  error,  and  I 
want  to  offer  some  corrections. 

First,  those  of  us  working  on  the 
Psalms  Text  Committee  know  perfectly 
well  that  there  is  no  neuter  gender  in  the 
Hebrew  language. 

What  Dr.  Steven  Kimbrough  said  is 
that  just  because  a  noun  in  a  language  is 
assigned  to  a  gender  does  not  mean  that 
that  noun  contains  the  characteristics  of 
that  gender. 

For  example,  the  Hebrew  for  "table”  is  a 
feminine  noun.  That  hardly  implies  that  the 
Hebrews  thought  of  their  tables  as  “femi¬ 
nine”  as  opposed  to  “masculine"  objects. 
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The  same  is  often  true  in  modern  lan¬ 
guages.  Dr.  Kimbrough  noted  that  in 
German,  a  language  he  speaks  fluently, 
the  word  for  girl  is  neuter.  Germans 
hardly  think  of  their  girls  like  that! 

The  point  he  was  making  is  that  just 
because  the  Hebrews  assigned  masculine 
pronouns  to  the  deity  is  no  sufficient  rea¬ 
son  to  limit  their  view  of  God  exclusively 
to  so-called  masculine  ideas. 

Second,  our  rendering  of  the  Psalms 
text  for  the  new  hymnal  is  not  a  new 
translation.  It  is  an  adaptation  of  the 
New  Revised  Standard  Version,  an  adap¬ 
tion  that  takes  as  one  of  its  major  goals 
the  concern  for  inclusive  language.  In 
the  great  majority  of  cases,  our  render¬ 
ing  of  the  text  follows  that  of  the  NRSV. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  reporting  that 
Ms.  Burton  has  done  with  regard  to  the 
hymnal,  and  these  concerns  are  rather 
abstruse  linguistic  ones  that  are  easily 
confused. 

It  is,  however,  important  to  get  clear 
about  these  crucial  issues.  Those  of  us 
privileged  to  work  on  the  hymnal  project 
are  convinced  that  the  book  we  are  pro¬ 
ducing  will  be  a  superb  resource  for  our 
denomination  for  the  next  generation. 

John  C.  Holbert 
Dallas,  Texas 

More  corrections 

To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  News  Service  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  May  29  issue  of  the  Reporter 
included  misleading  and  erroneous  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  work  of  the  Psalms 
Text  Committee  as  it  relates  to  the  work 
of  the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee. 

The  quotations  attributed  to  me  are  on 
the  whole  inaccurate. 

•The  article  reported  that  a  body  of 
112  psalms  with  one-line  responses  was 
approved  as  the  “liturgical  psalter”  in 
the  new  hymnal. 

Correction :  117  psalms  in  whole  or  in 
part  were  approved  to  be  recommended 
as  the  United  Methodist  Liturgical  Psal¬ 
ter  for  the  new  hymnal.  The  responses 
are  to  be  sung  or  spoken  and  are  drawn 
from  Scripture. 

•According  to  the  article,  the  work, 
based  on  the  New  Revised  Standard  Ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Bible,  also  in  process,  “  ‘basi¬ 
cally  our  own  translation  from  the 
Hebrew,’  said  Dr.  Steven  Kimbrough,  a 
Hebrew  scholar  at  Princeton  (N.  J.)  Theo¬ 
logical  School.” 

Correction:  The  work  is  based  on  the 
New  Revised  Standard  Version,  portions 
of  which  have  been  translated  anew  from 
the  Hebrew  by  the  Psalms  Text  Commit¬ 
tee.  I  am  not  connected  with  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary.  I  am  a  member  of 
the  Center  of  Theological  Inquiry. 

•  The  article  stated  that  forms  of  ad¬ 
dress  for  people  also  were  changed  to 
make  verses  more  inclusive,  such  as 
Psalm  1:  “Blessed  is  the  man  who  does 
not  walk  in  the  counsel  of  the  wicked,” 
changed  to  “Blessed  are  those  who  do  not 
walk  in  the  counsel  of  the  wicked.” 


Correction:  This  translation  change  al¬ 
ready  appears  in  the  New  Revised  Stand¬ 
ard  Version  and  was  not  made  by  the 
Psalms  Text  Committee. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  work  of  the 
Psalms  Text  Committee  has  proceeded  in 
close  contact  with  the  Revised  Standard 
Version  Committee. 

S.  T.  Kimbrough  Jr. 

Princeton,  New  Jersey 

I  felt  dismayed 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  the  article  headlined 
“Popular  children’s  song  excluded”  in 
the  May  29  issue,  I  felt  quite  dismayed. 

I  grew  up  singing  that  song.  It  had  only 
one  meaning  to  me:  “Jesus  loves  the  little 
children,  All  the  children  of  the  world.” 

Why  do  people  on  that  committee,  or 
any  group,  have  the  right  to  decide  for 
me  what  is  offensive  or  racist?  I  feel  dis¬ 
criminated  against  because  they  with¬ 
held  the  song  from  me. 

When  you  take  discrimination  to  the 
limit,  you  only  reverse  it. 

True,  every  color  in  the  world  isn’t 
mentioned,  but  all  the  children  of  the 
world  are.  The  song  isn’t  about  color.  The 
song  is  about  Jesus’  love  for  all  of  us. 

I’m  sure  the  writer  of  the  song  was 
saying  just  that.  I  just  don’t  think  we 
should  spend  so  much  time  taking  such 
songs  as  this  one  away. 

When  I  see  or  read  something  offen¬ 
sive,  I  don’t  watch  or  read  it  anymore.  I 
do  that  because  of  my  morals.  After  all, 
it’s  how  you  stand  with  God,  how  you 
love  your  brothers  and  sisters  of  this 
world  that  counts. 

I  think  we  should  spend  more  time 
training  our  morals  and  trying  to  see 
good  in  each  and  every  thing  than  trying 
to  hide  it  away. 

If  a  child  sucks  its  thumb,  you  can’t 
stop  it  by  cutting  it  off! 

Bobby  Woolard 
Lebanon,  Tennessee 

We  should  be  grateful 

To  the  Editor: 

Those  of  us  distressed  by  the  political¬ 
ly  inspired  tampering  with  the  hymns  of 
John  and  Charles  Wesley  must,  however, 
be  grateful  that  in  singing  hymn  No.  471 
in  “The  Book  of  Hymns,”  we  are  not  ex¬ 
pected  to  sing  one  of  the  omitted  stanzas 
in  which  we  pray  to  have  “our  bowels  of 
compassion  move”  (Vol  I.,  p.  591,  “The 
Works  of  John  Wesley,”  Abingdon,  1984). 

Charles  R.  Britt 
Auburn,  Alabama 

First  chaplain/ general 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  article  was  in  error  in  stating 
that  Paul  Durbin  is  the  first  chaplain  to 
attain  brigadier-general  rank  in  the 
Army  National  Guard. 

I  believe  the  first  was  Fred  C.  Reyn¬ 
olds,  a  Methodist,  in  1949.  He  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Douglas  W.  Kennedy  in  1980 
and  Robert  M.  Durkee  in  1985. 

John  S.  Hinkel 
Wixom,  Michigan 


My  Witness 

Learning  church  ‘skeletons’ 
teaches  about  forgiveness 


By  CONNON  BARCLAY 

Returning  to  church  after  a  long  ab¬ 
sence  because  of  painful  and  headline- 
type  personal  trauma,  I  was  nervous  and 
embarrassed. 

I  couldn’t  avoid  attending,  however,  be¬ 
cause  I  need  the  envi¬ 
ronment  of  the 
church.  Handling  my 
various  emotions  was 
no  problem  during 
the  service.  However, 
our  church  coffee- 
and-doughnut  fellow¬ 
ship  after  Sunday 
services  was  difficult. 

Settling  for  a  half-cup  of  coffee  and 
trying  to  blend  into  the  happy  gathering,  I 
silently  headed  for  a  worn  old  chair.  Sud¬ 
denly,  an  older,  neatly  dressed  woman  sat 
next  to  me  in  a  straight-back  chair  and 
used  my  first  and  middle  name  saying, 
“Listen  to  this.  Keep  drinking  your  coffee 
and  stare  straight  ahead.”  I  did. 

Then  the  woman  (possibly  in  her  80s) 
identified  herself  as  a  friend  of  my  par¬ 
ents  and,  even  more,  my  grandparents. 
Without  allowing  any  acknowledgment 
time  for  me,  she  proceeded  to  do  a  most 
charitable  and  Christian  thing. 

Her  voice  took  me  on  a  visual  trip 


around  the  room  as  she  identified  most 
every  person,  informing  me  of  their  per¬ 
sonal  or  family  “skeletons.” 

The  skeletons  she  rattled  and  the  brief 
stories  she  told  weakened  my  personal 
embarrassment.  She  even  mentioned 
several  problems  in  her  past. 

Frankly,  we  had  a  very  ‘interesting’ 
group  of  church  members.  They  had  done 
or  been  part  of  just  about  every  human 
weakness  or  failure— probably  not  much 
different  from  any  other  honest  congre¬ 
gation.  I  became  more  comfortable. 

This  great  Christian  woman  departed 
from  my  side  that  unique  Sunday  saying, 
“God  forgives.  We  forgive.  We  love  you, 
and  you  are  absolutely  no  different  from 
any  of  us— so  we  better  see  you  next  and 
every  Sunday  after  that.” 

She  has. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Connon  Barclay  is  a  member  of  a 
United  Methodist  church  in  the  West 
Michigan  Annual  Conference  (church 
name  withheld  by  request). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Coanop  Barclay 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Ironic  6 success  story’ jars  awareness 
of  need  for  caring  ministry  of  words 


Jane  and  Pharis  Harvey  talk  openly 
about  their  son’s  suicide  last  November. 

The  couple— she  a  staff  member  with 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society, 
he  the  director  of  a 
Washington-based 
human-rights  organi¬ 
zation-shared  their 
agonizing  experience 
at  a  recent  meeting  I 
attended  dealing 
with  suicide  (see 
UMR,  June  5  and 
editorial  on  this  page).  ‘ 

After  years  of  struggling  with  what 
doctors  called  a  “manic-depressive  brain 
disorder,”  26-year-old  Stephen  hanged 
himself,  Pharis  told  a  group  of  us.  Ste¬ 
phen’s  body  was  found  three  weeks  after 
he  disappeared  from  home.  The  police 
officer  who  notified  the  Harveys  told 
them,  “Your  son  succeeded  in  taking  his 
life.” 


& 

Stephen  Swecker 


Pharis  said,  "How  ironic,  I  thought, 
that  after  years  of  not  succeeding  at  any¬ 
thing,  Stephen’s  last  act — taking  his 
life— was  described  as  a  ‘success.’  ” 

Pharis’  story  jarred  some  of  us  who 
heard  it  into  an  awareness  that,  when 
we’re  talking— and  writing— about  sui¬ 
cide,  our  choice  of  words  deeply  matters. 

To  survivors  of  suicide  victims,  the 
commonly  used  phrase  “successful  sui¬ 
cide”  can  be  a  bitter  mockery  of  their 
feelings  that  the  experience  is  anything 
but  a  “success.” 

More  typical  is  the  feeling  of  abject  fail¬ 
ure— that  if  “something  more  had  been 
done,"  the  tragedy  would  not  have  hap¬ 
pened.  Reinforced  by  insensitive  words, 
unresolved  guilt  feelings  arising  from  a 
sense  of  things  left  undone  can  haunt  fam¬ 
ilies  of  suicide  victims  for  years. 

Much  of  what  I  do  for  a  living  involves 
an  almost  relentless  preoccupation  with 
words.  One  could  conclude,  I  suppose,  that 
I’m  just  being  occupationally  picky  to  land 
with  all  fours  on  the  questionable  use  of  a 
single  word  in  an  isolated  situation. 

I  hope  not.  The  Harveys’  experience 
reflects  a  valid  concern  for  those  of  us 
who  would  minister  in  the  name  of 
Christ  to  people  who  hurt  for  whatever 


reason.  Whatever  else  we  might  do  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  their  pain,  our  ministry  almost 
inescapably  involves  words.  The  words 
we  use,  and  don’t  use,  can  make  a  huge 
difference  in  the  good  we’re  able  to  do. 

That’s  not  to  diminish  the  ministry  of 
presence  that  may  or  may  not  call  for 
words  to  be  spoken.  Nor  would  I  want  to 
discourage  saying  anything  if  it  can’t  be 
said  “right”— whatever  “right”  might 
be. 

The  Harveys  emphasized  that  some 
expression  of  concern  during  times  of 
suffering  is  better  than  silence  and  that 
even  awkward  expressions  can  commu¬ 
nicate  appreciated  caring. 

No  specialized  “vocabulary  of  love”  for 
Christians  exists.  Nor  should  one.  Lan¬ 
guage  and  how  we  understand  it  constant¬ 
ly  change.  An  expression  of  concern  that’s 
appropriate  today  might  not  be  tomorrow. 

But  if  people  like  Jane  and  Pharis 
Harvey  are  willing  to  be  vulnerable  to  us 
in  sharing  the  pain  of  their  son’s  suicide, 
you  and  I  owe  them  the  most  sensitive 
use  of  words  we  can  muster  to  tell  them 
we  love  them  and  to  promote  the  healing 
of  their  grief. 

It’s  one  of  the  continuing  mysteries  of 
life  that  God  can  and  does  use  even  our  in¬ 
adequate  words  to  bind  our  wounds  and  to 
redeem  our  relationships.  But  I  doubt 
there’d  be  any  divine  objection  if  we  were 
to  use  a  little  extra  care  in  what  we  say 
and  how  we  say  it  to  people  who  hurt. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
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40-plus  years!  Men’s  Bible  class 
may  hold  all-time  radio  record 


MAYFIELD,  Ky.— Members  of  the  adult  men’s  Bible  class  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  have  had  a 
Sunday  morning  radio  broadcast  continually  for  more  than  40  years.  There’s  friendly  disagreement  among 
them  just  how  large  their  audience  is. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

For  more  than  40  years,  the  adult 
men’s  Bible  class  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mayfield,  Ky., 
has  gathered  around  a  microphone  on 
Sunday  mornings  to  sing  “What  A 
Friend  We  Have  In  Jesus.” 

The  familiar  hymn  signals  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  a  live  30-minute  radio 
broadcast  of  a  Sunday  school  class 
that  almost  certainly  is  the  longest- 
lived  program  of  its  kind  in  United 
Methodism. 

A  week  after  WKTM  radio  went  on 
the  air  in  this  Graves  County  commu¬ 
nity  in  far  western  Kentucky  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1946,  the  “Widening  Circle”  went 
on  the  air,  said  Browning  Ligon,  a  re¬ 
tired  community  businessman  and 
longtime  teacher  for  the  class. 

“I  wrote  the  ‘Guinness  Book  of 
World  Records’  to  see  if  it  could  be  a 
record  of  some  sort,”  he  said,  “but 
they  weren’t  interested,  so  I  guess  it 
isn’t  a  record  even  though  it’s  been  a 
long  time. 

“We  got  a  lot  of  notoriety  out  of  it 
anyway,”  Mr.  Ligon  said  of  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  determine  if  the  class  had  es¬ 
tablished  a  world  record. 

Ministry,  not  records,  prompted  the 
class  to  keep  the  broadcast  on  the  air 
all  these  years. 

It’s  all  some  people  have 

As  James  Lowery,  a  retired  school¬ 
teacher  and  longtime  classmember, 
said,  there  are  folks  "who  wouldn’t 
have  Sunday  school  if  it  wasn’t  for 
this.” 


But  two  veteran  United  Methodist 
communications  executives— Bill 
Richards  and  Nelson  Price— say  they 
can’t  think  of  another  locally  originat¬ 
ed  Sunday  school  program  which 
would  challenge  the  “Widening  Cir¬ 
cle’s”  longevity  record. 

And  Prof.  Ray  Mofield,  who  worked 
at  WKTM  in  its  earliest  days  before 
going  on  to  teach  radio  broadcast 
journalism  at  Murray  State  Universi¬ 
ty  in  nearby  Murray,  Ky.,  said  he 
doubts  any  other  class  can  match  the 
continuous  years  of  broadcasts. 

During  its  40  years,  the  “Widening 
Circle”  has  both  grown  and  shrunk. 
The  program  attracts  either  hundreds 
or  thousands  of  listeners,  depending 
on  who  is  making  the  estimate,  but 
the  class  has  dwindled  from  more 
than  100  faithful  members  to  just  a 
handful  of  retirement-age  regulars. 

“It  comes  across  ‘very  family,’  ” 
said  radio  station  employee  Terri  Ann 
McCullar,  a  United  Methodist  who 
grew  up  listening  to  the  program. 
"People  who  listen  to  it  know  the 
members.  You’re  concerned  when 
they  are  sick;  you  pray  for  them. 

“You’re  drawn  to  it,”  she  said.  “It’s 
a  very  personable  thing,  and  the  les¬ 
sons  are  just  very  good.  People  lis¬ 
ten.” 

Mr.  Lowery  said,  “I  figure  we  get 
maybe  100  or  200  listeners  every  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  but  if  you  ask  Browning 
(Ligon),  he’ll  tell  you  something  differ¬ 
ent.” 

Mr.  Ligon,  who  once  owned  radio 
station  (WNGO)  which  merged  with 
WKTM  in  1958  and  now  broadcasts  the 


class,  thinks  the  audience  could  be 
much  larger.  "We  might  have  1,000  or 
10,000  listeners,”  he  said.  "Who  can 
tell?” 

‘Official’  estimate:  5,000 

The  station’s  general  manager, 
Roth  Stratton,  said  that  while  there  is 
no  ratings  service  definition  of  the  au¬ 
dience,  his  “best  guess”  is  that  the 
program  is  heard  by  about  5,000  lis¬ 
teners. 

The  program,  which  costs  the  class 
$35  per  week,  is  broadcast  on  a  50,000 
watt  FM  station  and  its  1,000  watt  AM 
counterpart  and  occasionally  can  be 
heard  as  far  away  as  Nashville,  Ms. 
McCullar  said.  The  signal  is  strongest 
in  a  50-mile  radius  of  Mayfield,  cover¬ 
ing  parts  of  western  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee,  southeastern  Missouri  and 
southern  Illinois.  Class  members  raise 
the  $35  by  donations  and  regular  class 
contributions. 

Mr.  Ligon  said,  “A  lot  of  people  lis¬ 
ten  to  us  on  the  radio  in  their  cars  on 
the  way  to  church.” 

Men’s  Bible  class  members  take 
turns  as  teachers.  Mr.  Ligon  said  he 
teaches  every  fourth  Sunday,  and 
“when  there’s  a  fifth  Sunday  in  a 
month,  I  teach  then,  too.”  Mr.  Lowery, 
John  Ed  Walker  and  the  Rev.  Hallie 
Cook,  a  retired  UM  minister,  alter¬ 
nate  as  teachers  the  other  three  Sun¬ 
days. 

All  teachers  use  the  International 
Lesson  Series. 

“I  don’t  know  a  one  who  suffers 
from  stage  fright,”  Mr.  Lowery  said. 
“Me,  I  just  try  to  act  like  I’m  talking 


to  people  in  the  class.” 

He  knows  that  his  audience  is  larg¬ 
er  than  that,  however.  “Most  of  them 
are  shut-ins,  people  confined  to  their 
homes  who  wouldn’t  have  Sunday 
school  if  it  wasn’t  for  this.” 

Mr.  Lowery  sometimes  mentions 
shut-ins  on  the  air,  including  people 
hospitalized  during  the  week. 

He  recalled  one  faithful  listener, 
admitted  to  a  Mayfield  hospital,  who 
complained  he’d  have  to  miss  the  pro¬ 
gram  because  he  didn’t  have  a  radio. 

"I  asked  him  if  he  would  like  to 
have  one.  When  he  said  he  would,  I 
brought  one  to  him  so  he  could  listen 
to  it,”  Mr.  Lowery  said. 

While  Sunday-schoolmates  Mr. 


Lowery  and  Mr.  Ligon  can’t  agree  on 
how  many  tune  in,  they  agree  that 
class  membership  is  dwindling  and 
they  worry  that  their  remarkable  ra¬ 
dio  program  might  die. 

First  UMC  secretary  Dorothy  Wil¬ 
liamson,  who  has  been  at  that  post 
nearly  15  years,  said  the  class’  regular 
attendance  is  fewer  than  20. 

Mr.  Lowery  added,  “All  of  us  are 
over  60.  We  just  buried  our  oldest 
member,  who  was  92.” 

Mrs.  Williamson  said  that,  along  with 
deaths,  some  of  the  membership  loss 
can  be  traced  to  the  fact  the  church 
now  has  eight  adult  Sunday  school 
classes,  compared  to  just  two— a  men's 
and  a  women’s  class — when  the  radio 


program  began. 

The  men’s  Bible  class  members 
hope  to  keep  their  ministry  going  out 
over  the  airwaves  for  another  40 
years  but  know  they  will  have  to  re¬ 
cruit  new,  younger  members  if  the 
“Widening  Circle”  is  to  go  unbroken. 

“We  say  to  you,  come  and  help  us,” 
Mr.  Ligon  challenged  younger  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  UMC.  “You  can  take  up 
this  special  cross,  thus  sharing  in  the 
future  of  this  ministry." 

This  article  is  based  in  part  on  ma¬ 
terial  provided  by  Berry  Craig,  a  fea¬ 
ture  writer  for  the  Paducah.  Ky. 
"Sun." 


Board  to  re-examine  policies 
on  South  Africa,  investments 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON-United  Methodist 
pensions  officials  said  last  week  that 
they  must  re-examine  their  policies  on 
South  Africa  and  determine  future  ac¬ 
tions  against  apartheid  in  light  of  two  re¬ 
cent  developments. 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (California-Pa¬ 
cific  Area),  president  of  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions,  said  the  May  elec¬ 
tions  in  South  Africa  and  the  Rev.  Leon 
Sullivan’s  June  3  call  for  all  U.S.  compa¬ 
nies  to  leave  that  country  within  nine 
months  “have  implications  for  all  of  us, 
particularly  the  Board  of  Pensions.” 

The  pensions  agency,  the  largest  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  investor  with  $2.75  million 
in  assets,  has  been  a  staunch  supporter 
of  the  “Sullivan  Principles.” 

Those  guidelines  were  developed  by  the 
American  Baptist  minister  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  to  improve  conditions  under  which 
black  South  Africans  work  and  live. 

The  principles  were  first  set  down  in 
1977  and  have  been  strengthened  several 
times  since  then. 

Stance  to  be  re-examined 

The  Rev.  Allen  M.  Mayes,  head  of  the 
Board  of  Pensions  corporate  responsibil¬ 
ity  activities,  said  after  Dr.  Sullivan’s 
June  3  news  conference  in  Washington 
that  the  “board  already  realizes  it  will 
have  to  look  at  its  situation  again.” 

At  some  time,  Dr.  Mayes  added,  “good 
things  are  tried,  and  you  must  take  those 
good  things  even  farther,  or  even  take 
different  steps.” 

Both  Bishop  Tuell  and  Dr.  Mayes  said 
the  issue  would  be  on  the  board’s  agenda 
when  it  meets  July  7-9  in  Seattle. 

In  addition  to  calling  for  U.S.  compa¬ 
nies  to  leave  South  Africa,  Dr.  Sullivan 
said  June  3  that  investors  in  companies 
doing  business  there  should  sell  their 
stocks  or  use  shareholder  actions  to 
force  the  companies  to  disinvest. 

Dr.  Sullivan  said  he  had  the  support  of 
investors  with  between  $80  billion  and 
$90  billion  in  holdings  in  U.S.  firms. 

He  also  called  for  a  total  economic 
embargo  against  South  Africa  and  the 
ending  of  U.S.  diplomatic  relations  with 
the  Botha  government  until  "atrocities” 
against  blacks  end  and  statutory  apart¬ 
heid  is  dismantled. 

No  rush  expected 

Dr.  Sullivan  said  “we  will  have  to  wait 
and  see”  how  many  firms  doing  business 
in  South  Africa  will  heed  his  call  for  dis¬ 
investment  there. 


‘What  is  happening  to 
black  people  in  South 
Africa  is  wrong,  and  it 
must  be  brought  to  an 
end.’ 

—  The  Rev.  Leon  Sullivan 

A  news  release  from  the  U.S.  Corpo¬ 
rate  Council  on  South  Africa,  which  rep¬ 
resents  104  firms,  suggested  no  great 
rush  toward  withdrawal. 

The  statement  expressed  profound  re¬ 
gret  that  Dr.  Sullivan  had  recommended 
withdrawal. 

“We  owe  a  great  debt  to  Leon  Sullivan," 
the  release  quoted  Allan  Murray,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  officer  of  Mobil  Corp.,  as  saying, 
“but  we  will  now  have  to  carry  out  the  Sul¬ 
livan  Principles  without  Sullivan.” 

Dr.  Sullivan  said  that  in  deciding  to 
make  his  call  for  disinvestment  "my 
main  concern  was  what  would  happen  to 
blacks  (in  South  Africa),  and  I  agonized 
over  that.” 

But,  he  added,  “I  believe  the  decision  I 
am  making  now  will  benefit  the  mass  of 
black  Africans”  suffering  under  apartheid. 

“It  is  clear  that  the  South  African  gov¬ 
ernment  does  not  intend  to  end  apartheid 
on  its  own,”  Dr.  Sullivan  told  reporters. 

Therefore,  "every  moral,  political  and 
economic  force  must  be  brought  to  bear” 
against  that  nation,  he  said. 

“There  is  no  greater  moral  issue  today 
than  apartheid,”  the  Philadelphia  minis¬ 
ter  said.  “What  is  happening  to  black 
people  in  South  Africa  is  wrong,  and  it 
must  be  brought  to  an  end.” 

Dr.  Sullivan  said  signs  in  recent  years 
had  indicated  that  some  easing  of  apart¬ 
heid  was  taking  place.  But  “today  the 
government  pushes  back  even  minimal 
progress  and  reform,”  he  added. 

His  announcement  came  at  the  end  of  a 
deadline  he  set  in  May  1985.  At  that  time 
he  gave  the  South  African  government  24 
months  to  abolish  statutory  apartheid. 
These  conditions  have  not  been  even  “re¬ 
motely  met”  he  said  June  3. 

When  the  Board  of  Pensions  met  in 
mid-March,  an  estimated  12  percent  of 
the  assets  it  manages  were  in  companies 
involved  in  South  Africa. 

Other  UM  investors  involved 

Several  other  United  Methodist  agen¬ 
cies  have  been  active  in  opposing  apart¬ 
heid,  including  the  General  Board  of 
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Global  Ministries.  It  first  withdrew  ac¬ 
counts  from  Citibank  in  1968-69  because 
of  the  bank’s  operations  in  South  Africa. 

Joyce  Sohl,  treasurer  of  the  board’s 
Women’s  Division,  said  in  response  to  Dr. 
Sullivan’s  announcement  that  “no  longer 
can  Citibank,  Mobil,  Texaco,  Chevron, 
Control  Data,  IBM  and  UNISYS  hide  be¬ 
hind  the  Sullivan'Principles.” 

"The  only  honorable  course  left  for  the 
U.S.  business  community  is  to  sell  their 
assets  and  end  all  franchise  and  licensing 
agreements  with  South  Africa,”  she  said. 

The  Sullivan  Principles  have  been 
signed  by  110  of  the  199  U.S.  companies 
still  operating  in  South  Africa. 

At  least  18  companies  have  sold  their 
South  African  subsidiaries  during  the  past 
18  months,  according  to  a  report  by  the  In¬ 
vestor  Responsibility  Research  Center. 
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The  Rev.  Leon  Sullivan 


Pensions  board  warns 
firms  stock  sale  pends 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  pensions  agency 
has  warned  four  firms  that  it  plans  to 
sell  stock  in  them— worth  more  than  $16 
million— if  they  don’t  subscribe  to  the 
Sullivan  Principles. 

In  addition,  the  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  has  joined  at  least  nine  other  stock¬ 
holders  in  Royal  Dutch  Petroleum  Co.- 
parent  company  of  Shell  Oil— in  calling 
for  a  special  meeting  on  that  firm’s 
South  African  dealings. 

Both  actions  were  taken  before  the 
Rev.  Leon  Sullivan,  author  of  the  em¬ 
ployment  guidelines  for  businesses  oper¬ 
ating  in  South  Africa,  called  June  3  for 
U.S.  firms  to  leave  that  country  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  above). 

Pensions  board  members  are  to  con¬ 
sider  during  a  July  7-9  meeting  in  Seattle 
how  they  will  respond  to  Dr.  Sullivan’s 
call,  agency  officials  said. 

In  the  meantime,  the  pensions  board, 
which  oversees  a  $2. 5-billion  ministerial 
pension  fund,  has  given  Clark  Equipment 
Co.,  a  heavy  equipment  manufacturer; 
Arvin,  an  auto  exhaust  system  maker; 
Pacificorp.  a  West  Coast  utility;  and 
Schlumberger  Limited,  an  oil  drilling 
firm,  until  July  11  to  subscribe  to  the 
Sullivan  Principles. 

Those  principles  encourage  firms  do¬ 
ing  business  in  South  Africa  to  abolish 
racial  discrimination  in  the  workplace 
and  provide  equal  pay  for  equal  work. 

“If  these  corporations  are  not  showing 


any  initiative  to  attack  apartheid,  we  re 
giving  up  on  them,"  said  the  Rev.  James 
F.  Parker,  chief  executive  of  the  pen¬ 
sions  board.  “We  are  trying  to  get  com¬ 
panies  to  be  intermediate  channels’  [to 
fight  legalized  racial  segregation].” 

In  1985  the  pensions  agency,  largest 
among  denominational  retirement  funds, 
voted  to  divest  itself  of  all  stock  in  cor¬ 
porations  that  did  not  subscribe  to  and 
implement  the  Sullivan  Principles  within 
two  years. 

Mr.  Parker  said  pensions  officials 
were  intentionally  taking  a  high  profile 
for  these  anti-apartheid  investment  ac¬ 
tions.  That  was  because  many  partici¬ 
pants  in  10  meetings  around  the  country 
during  April  and  May  (see  UMR,  April 
10)  had  not  heard  of  the  board’s  selective 
investment  policy. 

As  part  of  that  policy,  board  officials 
said  they  might  also  sell  holdings  in 
“several  other  companies”  even  though 
those  firms  had  subscribed  to  the  Sulli¬ 
van  Principles.  The  decision  would  de¬ 
pend  on  whether  those  businesses  had 
put  employment  practices  required  by 
the  guidelines  into  place  by  July  11. 

Those  firms  will  not  be  identified  until 
an  audit  report  of  their  practices  is  re¬ 
leased  later  this  year,  said  Deanna  Arm¬ 
strong,  the  board’s  director  of 
communications. 

At  least  110  of  the  199  U.S.  companies 
still  operating  in  South  Africa  have  re¬ 
portedly  signed  the  Sullivan  Principles. 


Publishing  House  selling 
two  African-related  stocks 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— Continuing  its  "witness 
against  apartheid,"  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  is  selling  its  stock  in 
two  firms  that  maintain  business  in¬ 
volvements  in  South  Africa. 

The  announcement  was  made  June  3, 
the  same  day  the  Rev.  Leon  Sullivan,  au¬ 
thor  of  the  “Sullivan  Principles."  called 
for  U.S.  firms  to  withdraw  from  South  Af¬ 
rica  within  nine  months  (see  related  story). 

Terming  Dr.  Sullivan's  announcement 
a  “moral  witness  that  we  support,"  Rob¬ 
ert  K.  Feaster,  president  and  publisher 
of  the  198-year-old  publishing  house,  said 
stock  in  Minnesota  Mining  &  Manufac¬ 
turing  and  International  Business  Ma¬ 
chines  would  be  sold. 

Divestment  in  3M  and  IBM  comes  after 


the  recent  defeat  of  shareholder  resolu¬ 
tions  sponsored  by  the  publishing  house. 

The  resolutions  called  for  3M  to  with¬ 
draw  from  South  Africa  and  for  IBM— 
which  earlier  announced  sale  of  its  South 
Africa  assets— to  cease  distributing  stra¬ 
tegic  computer  equipment  and  services 
in  South  Africa. 

Both  firms  had  endorsed  the  Sullivan 
Principles. 

Following  the  rejection  of  a  withdraw¬ 
al  resolution  by  IBM  shareholders,  the 
publishing  house  last  year  began  selling 
its  shares  of  the  corporation.  Divestment 
was  halted  when  IBM  announced  sale  of 
its  South  Africa  assets. 

In  early  April  the  publishing  house 
governing  board  ordered  complete  di¬ 
vestment  of  IBM  stock  by  year’s  end. 


Bishop  says  evangelism 
needed  as  next  priority 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE— The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Mission  of  the  Church 
says  the  United  Methodist  Church  must 
reorganize  its  priorities  and  focus  on 
evangelism  during  the  next  quadrennium. 

Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  (Minnesota 
Area)  said  the  denomination  must  take 
seriously  “the  need  by  American  people 
to  be  evangelized”  because  "the  Ameri¬ 
can  public  is  seeking  renewed  religious 
life  and  self  grace.” 

The  bishop  made  these  observations 
during  the  recent  meeting  of  “Growth 
Plus”  consultants  sponsored  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship. 

"There  is  a  concern  within  our  church 
to  regain  our  original  commitments  to 
spreading  scriptural  holiness,"  Bishop 
Colaw  said.  “We  must  take  advantage  of 
the  new  receptivity  to  the  church  in  the 
1980s.” 

Bishop  Colaw  said  eight  choices  made 
by  The  Methodist  Church  during  the  1960s 
have  caused  United  Methodist  member¬ 
ship  to  decline  through  the  1980s: 

•  The  decision  to  reduce  the  number  of 
new  churches.  The  Methodist  Church 
started  more  than  500  congregations  per 
year  during  the  1950s.  The  number  dwin¬ 
dled  to  a  one-year  low  of  24  new  congre¬ 
gations  in  the  1970s. 

•  Allowing  “liberal”  church  leaders  to 
become  more  vocal  than  the  average 
person  in  the  local  church.  “Most  grow¬ 
ing  churches  have  pastors  that  are  per¬ 
ceived  as  being  more  conservative  than 
the  congregations.”  he  said. 

•  The  decision  not  to  embrace  the  char¬ 
ismatic  movement  in  the  early  1970s. 


•  The  decision  to  cut  back  on  the  num¬ 
ber  of  missionaries  needed  to  promote 
evangelism. 

•  Supporting  smaller  churches  instead 
of  helping  larger  churches  evangelize  in 
urban  areas.  Larger  congregations  reach 
more  of  the  "unchurched,”  he  said. 

•  Not  allowing  parent  groups  in 
churches  to  start  youth  ministries.  In¬ 
stead,  the  bishop  said,  local  congregations 
relied  on  the  denomination  to  do  that. 

•  Asking  members  to  give  to  a  unified 
budget  and  not  to  specific  causes. 

•The  decision  to  place  merger  of 
Methodist  and  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  churches  at  the  top  of  the  agenda  and 
not  missions. 

Bishop  Colaw  said  that  despite  all 
those  mistakes,  he  remains  optimistic 
about  growth  in  the  denomination.  He 
praised  annual  conferences  that  are  sup¬ 
porting  youth  ministries  and  new  Sun¬ 
day-school  programs. 

"The  Sunday  school  has  been  asleep  for 
20  years,”  Bishop  Colaw  said.  “Now  atten¬ 
dance  is  jumping,  because  87  percent  of 
the  American  people  say  they  want  their 
children  to  have  religious  training. 

“Youth  ministry  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  has  exploded  because  we  have 
learned  that  80  percent  of  youth  make  a 
commitment  to  Christ  before  age  21.  ” 

The  bishop  noted  that  the  UM  Council 
of  Bishops  had  decided  to  make  revitaliz¬ 
ing  local  congregations  its  next  episco¬ 
pal  emphasis— “with  an  emphasis  on  the 
Holy  Spirit.” 

“We  are  also  calling  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  start  200  new  churches  between 
now  and  the  [mid-April]  1988  General 
Conference,”  Bishop  Colaw  said. 


New  Soviet  openness  noted 
by  mission-study  visitors 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Evidences  of  a  new  pol¬ 
icy  of  openness  in  the  Soviet  Union  were 
gathered  by  United  Methodists  during  a 
May  study  and  travel  seminar  there. 

Forty-five  United  Methodists  and  17 
persons  from  other  denominations  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  tour  of  the  U.S.S.R.,  ar¬ 
ranged  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

All  are  preparing  to  lead  the  1987-88 
interdenominational  mission  study  on  So¬ 
viet  people  and  churches. 

As  one  evidence  of  openness,  tour 
group  members  said  St.  Daniel’s  Monas¬ 
tery  in  Moscow  has  been  returned  to  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church  by  the  Soviet 
government  and  is  being  renovated  and 
restored  in  preparation  for  next  year’s 
celebration  of  the  church’s  1,000th  anni¬ 
versary. 

According  to  the  Rev.  James  Shields, 
pastor  of  Wheatland  (Okla.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  who  was  on  his  second  tour 
of  the  Soviet  Union,  the  government  is 
not  only  permitting  but  promoting  the 
observance. 

Mr.  Shields  said  he  was  cheered  to 
learn  the  Methodist  Church  in  Tallinn, 
Estonia,  will  be  visited  this  year  by  18 
overseas  groups  in  contrast  to  three  or 
four  permitted  in  previous  years. 

Another  tour  participant,  the  Rev. 
Frank  Sherman  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  St.  Marys,  Pa.,  said  he  was 
“pleasantly  surprised”  by  the  openness 
shown  by  the  people  but  “disappointed” 
by  the  bureaucracy’s  lack  of  openness. 

For  example,  in  Tallinn  the  director  of 
religious  affairs  monopolized  an  hour- 
and-a-half  panel  discussion,  giving  pre¬ 
dictable  answers  to  questions  on  church 
and  state  matters  and  leaving  the  six  Es¬ 


tonian  pastors  on  the  panel  visibly  frus¬ 
trated. 

"What  the  official  said  didn’t  square 
with  what  we’d  seen  elsewhere,"  said  Mr. 
Sherman.  It  will  take  a  long  time  to  re¬ 
train  the  bureaucracy.” 

John  Tapia,  a  member  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Methodist  (Hispanic) 
Church  in  Bronx,  N.Y.,  and  a  student  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  in  Dallas, 
talked  to  a  number  of  young  people  who 
told  him  it  is  harder  to  be  Christian  than 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Young  Pioneers, 
who  get  certain  privileges. 

Certain  schools  accept  only  Young 
Pioneers,  he  was  told. 

Protestant  churches  in  Moscow  and 
Leningrad  have  a  good  number  of  young 
people,  Mr.  Tapia  reported.  Not  as  many 
attend  Orthodox  services. 

Hazel  Decker  of  Jacksonville,  Texas, 
another  seminar  participant,  said  an  Or¬ 
thodox  priest  told  the  group  he  usually 
baptizes  30-35  babies  on  a  Sunday  and 
sometimes  whole  families. 

The  group  stood  for  a  three-hour  Or¬ 
thodox  service  including  a  long  liturgy 
using  Scripture  and  responses. 

“This  is  the  only  way  the  church  has  to 
teach  the  people,"  Mrs.  Decker  said. 

At  the  Baptist  Church  in  Moscow  three 
members  of  the  U.S.  group— an  Ameri¬ 
can  Baptist,  a  United  Church  of  Christ 
woman  minister  and  an  Orthodox  dea¬ 
con— and  one  of  the  church’s  pastors 
spoke.  Interspersed  were  several  an¬ 
thems. 

Ms.  Decker  said  she  felt  particularly 
at  home  when  the  service  ended  with  all 
singing  in  their  own  languages  "When 
the  Roll  Is  Called  Up  Yonder.”  After¬ 
ward  church  members  crowded  around 
to  embrace  each  visitor  warmly. 
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‘ Disciple 9  course  mixes  media ,  biblical  teaching  style 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— “Disciple,”  the  new, 
first  comprehensive  Bible  study  project 
produced  for  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House,  combines  print  and  video 
media,  and  draws  its  teaching  style  from 
Jesus  and  the  12  apostles,  say  publishing 
house  officials. 

The  34-week  intensive  study  for  local 
church  groups,  developed  by  the  United 
Methodist  Curriculum  Resources  Com¬ 
mittee,  will  begin  this  summer  with 
training  seminars  for  interested  pastors 
and  teachers  across  the  country. 

Local  church  groups  will  begin  classes 
this  fall. 


Nellie  Moser,  series  editor,  said  “Disci¬ 
ple"  is  unique  among  church  curriculum 
because  courses  are  specifically  pastor- 
taught,  with  a  maximum  of  12  students; 
because  curriculum  materials  are  un¬ 
available  through  Cokesbury  retail 
stores;  and  because  pastors  or  group  lead¬ 
ers  must  attend  three-day  training  ses¬ 
sions,  where  they  will  receive  materials. 

Participants  in  the  “Disciple”  project 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  hear  from 
theologians  and  Christian  educators  via 
10-minute  videotaped  segments,  pro¬ 
duced  by  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  (UMCom),  and  which  complement 
the  study. 


The  Rev.  Zan  Holmes,  Dallas  pastor 
and  professor  at  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  is  host  for  the  34-part  video  series. 

Typically,  each  class  will  meet  weekly 
for  about  an  hour,  probably  in  a  private 
home. 

Students,  having  read  the  lesson  in  ad¬ 
vance,  will  view  the  video  lecture,  react 
to  it,  discuss  it  and  have  prayer. 

“We’re  stressing  the  discipline  and  com¬ 
mitment  involved  in  this  undertaking.  This 
is  a  serious  venture,  requiring  persons  to 
evaluate  what  they’re  willing  to  sacrifice 
in  order  to  study,”  Ms.  Moser  said. 

Although  pastors  will  hand  pick  stu¬ 
dents,  Ms.  Moser  said,  the  idea  is  to  be  a 


model  for  future  classes,  not  to  create  an 
elitist  group. 

The  idea  for  the  intensive  Bible  study 
came  after  an  Arkansas  layman  called 
the  publishing  house  in  search  of  study 
materials  and  was  told  United  Methodist 
curriculum  had  nothing  to  fill  the  bill. 

“One  problem  with  our  church  is  that 
United  Methodists  are  basically  Bible  il¬ 
literates,”  Ms.  Moser  said  frankly. 

The  curriculum  staff  began  to  look  at 
what  could  be  done  as  a  first  step  to 
eradicating  the  scriptural  void. 

They  consulted  with  Arkansas  Area 
Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke,  held  a  consul¬ 
tation  in  Dallas  in  March  1986,  and  asked 


Refugees  repay  church 
by  restoring  windows 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

When  the  Minnesota  Conference  Refu¬ 
gee  Task  Force  asked  Minnesota  United 
Methodists  last  month  to  sponsor  Hmong 
refugees  from  Southeast  Asia,  the  assis¬ 
tance  list  called  for  food,  clothing,  hous¬ 
ing,  jobs,  friendship,  and  moral  support. 

As  if  in  repayment,  seven  Hmong  refu¬ 
gees  recently  offered  their  own  form  of 
assistance— specifically  to  help  a  United 
Methodist  church  in  Minneapolis  restore 
its  stained-glass  windows.  That  saved  the 
congregation  more  than  $15,000. 

One  by  one  the  98  windows  are  being 
removed  as  well  as  the  large  stained- 
glass  dome  over  the  sanctuary  at  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  process  includes  releading  and  re¬ 
storing  the  frames,  said  the  Rev.  Dennis 
Alexander,  pastor  of  the  downtown 
church. 

The  year-long  project  should  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  1988,  he  said. 

“A  year  ago,  a  number  of  business 
leaders  in  the  Minneapolis  area  decided 
to  help  Hmong  refugees  settling  in  Min¬ 
nesota  learn  a  trade,”  Mr.  Alexander 
said. 

(More  than  13,000  Hmong  have  come 
to  Minnesota  from  refugee  camps  since 
the  1970s  after  fleeing  from  their  homes 
in  Laos,  near  Vietnam.) 

“After  discovering  that  the  Hmong 
were  good  with  their  hands,  Monarch 
Stained  Glass  Studios  taught  a  small 
group  of  refugees  the  art  of  restoring 
stained  glass,”  Mr.  Alexander  said. 

The  Dayton  Hudson  Foundation  in 
Minneapolis  later  established  the  Resto¬ 
ration  Guild,  composed  of  seven  Hmong 
men  trained  by  Monarch  Studios,  he  said. 

To  demonstrate  their  craft  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  the  foundation  decided  to  fund  the 
restoration  of  stained-glass  windows  of 
two  churches  in  Minnesota. 

“The  foundation  funded  the  complete 


restoration  of  the  windows  of  St.  Mary’s 
Catholic  Church  in  St.  Paul  and  asked  if 
the  Restoration  Guild  could  restore  the 
stained-glass  windows  for  a  church  in 
Minneapolis,”  Mr.  Alexander  said. 

Wesley  United  Methodist  was  chosen, 
said  the  pastor,  because  it  is  the  oldest 
Protestant  congregation  in  Minneapolis. 
The  church  has  been  placed  on  the  Na¬ 
tional  Register  of  Historic  Buildings  by 
the  U  S.  Department  of  Interior,  so  city 
officials  have  encouraged  private  foun¬ 
dations  to  assist  in  restoration  of  the 
church. 

Replacing  broken  stained-glass  win¬ 
dows  is  one  project  on  a  list  of  21  in  Wes¬ 
ley’s  restoration  program. 

The  church  has  initiated  a  million-dol- 
lar  restoration  campaign  because  the 
church  is  located  in  the  middle  of  the 
new  Minneapolis  convention  center.  The 
target  date  for  completion  of  repairs  is 
1991,  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  church 
at  its  present  location.  It  is  also  the  year 
of  the  grand  opening  of  the  new  conven¬ 
tion  center. 

Fortune  cookies 
give  invitations 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Delegates  to  the  Minnesota  Annual 
Conference  received  specially  packaged 
individual  invitations  last  week  to  spon¬ 
sor  one  of  the  300  Hmong  refugee  fam¬ 
ilies  arriving  in  their  state  this  summer. 

Kathleen  Macosko,  a  member  of  the 
conference  refugee  task  force,  said  each 
delegate  was  given  a  fortune  cookie.  In¬ 
side  was  the  name  of  a  refugee  they 
could  sponsor.  Interested  people  were 
given  further  information  during  a  refu¬ 
gee  seminar. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


MINNEAPOLIS— A  Hmong  workman  from  the  Restoration  Guild  of  Min¬ 
neapolis  (left)  and  a  crewman  from  NBC’s  “Today  Show”  loosen  a  stained 
glass  window  at  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church.  The  church  was  featured 
on  the  program  during  a  recent  broadcast  from  Minneapolis. 


the  church  today 


Scholarship  program  seeks 
UM  ethnic  leader 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— The  Outen 
Scholarship  program,  designed  to  intro¬ 
duce  lay  and  clergy  ethnic  minority 
United  Methodists  to  the  opportunities 
for  church  vocations  and  the  scope  and 
structures  of  the  denomination’s  pro¬ 
grams,  begins  its  second  year  Sept.  1. 

Applications  from  individuals  wishing 
to  be  considered  for  a  position  in  the  is¬ 
sue  development  and  advocacy  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  must  be  submitted  to  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  at  100 
Maryland  Ave.,  N.E.,  in  Washington  by 


June  20. 

The  program  honors  the  late  Rev. 
George  H.  Outen,  chief  staff  executive  of 
Church  and  Society  from  1976  until  his 
death  Dec.  24, 1980. 

‘Catch  the  Spirit’  gets 
new  time  slots  on  ACTS 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— United  Method¬ 
ism’s  cable  television  series,  "Catch  the 
Spirit,”  has  three  new  time  slots  on  the 
American  Christian  Television  System 
(ACTS)  network,  according  to  Alicia 
Nails,  marketing  director  for  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

The  half-hour  weekly  series  produced 


by  United  Methodist  Communications  is 
seen  Sunday  at  11:30  a.m.  (EST),  and 
Tuesday  at  10:00  a.m.  and  9:00  p.m.  (EST) 
on  the  ACTS  network. 

Family  therapy  specialist 
joins  Board  of  Discipleship 

NASHVILLE  (UMMS)— A  family  ther¬ 
apy  specialist  has  joined  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  as  director  of  fam¬ 
ily  life  ministries. 

Jessy  E.  Thomas,  formerly  a  coordina¬ 
tor  of  a  family  chemical  dependency 
program  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Lewis¬ 
ton,  Maine,  will  be  responsible  for  train¬ 
ing,  consultation  and  resources  for 


Minister  says  transfusion  caused  AIDS 


Compiled  from  News  Sources 
INDIANAPOLIS— A  United  Methodist 
clergyman  in  Indianapolis  has  told  his 
congregation  that  he  has  acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome  (AIDS). 

The  Rev.  Donald  C.  Wade,  61,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  of  1,600-member  Old  Bethel 


United  Methodist  Church,  made  the 
statement  in  a  nine-minute  videotaped 
message  played  at  May  31  worship  ser¬ 
vices. 

Speaking  from  his  hospital  room  in  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Mr.  Wade  was  described  as 
upbeat,  his  message  hopeful. 


New!  . 


.  Just  Issued  . 


“THE  DEVIL  DIED  LAST  NIGHT?” 


by 

Franklin  Wilder 

"Immortal  Mother”,  "The  Methodist  Riots,’ 


etc. 


author  of 

A  MODERN  PARABLE 

1.  To  advocate  our  people  be  RESURRECTED  NOW. 

2.  God  is  a  God  of  the  LIVING,  not  the  Dead. 

3.  By  making  God  REAL  in  our  lives,  we  can  defeat  and  eliminate  the 
Devil. 

FOR  SALE  AT  (Or  Order) 

COKESBURY  STORES 

“The  Devil  Died  Last  Night?”  ($10.95) 


Donald  Wade 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a 
simple-to-prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your 
own  church's  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  cover¬ 
age  on  the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its 
preparation  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And 
many  report  that  a  Reporter  edition  “more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased 
congregational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 


He  contracted  the  disease,  he  said, 
through  a  blood  transfusion  three  years 
ago. 

The  Rev.  Gene  P.  Crawford,  senior 
minister  at  Old  Bethel,  said  the  congre¬ 
gation’s  response  has 
been  “loving  and  sup¬ 
portive”  and  church 
officials  are  standing 
behind  the  associate 
pastor.  Dr.  Crawford  | 
said  Mr.  Wade  re- 
mains  on  the  staff  and 
is  welcome  to  return 
to  his  duties  after  his 
release  from  the  hos¬ 
pital,  expected  later  in 
the  week,  and  his  recovery  from  a  bout 
with  pneumonia. 

Dr.  Crawford  said  doctors  have  as¬ 
sured  him  that  Mr.  Wade  will  pose  no 
threat  to  church  members  or  employees. 

The  Rev.  James  Gentry,  council  direc¬ 
tor  for  the  United  Methodist  South  Indi¬ 
ana  conference,  confirmed  that  Mr. 
Wade  will  be  reappointed  to  the  church. 

An  Indiana  state  health  official  said 
that  although  Mr.  Wade  is  not  the  first 
minister  in  the  country  to  contract  the 
disease,  his  case  is  unique  because  church 
officials  have  supported  his  decision  to 
use  his  condition  to  educate  the  public. 

The  disease,  which  attacks  the  body’s 
immune  system,  has  no  known  cure.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  medical  authorities,  it  is  not 
spread  by  casual  contact  but  through 
bodily  fluids,  chiefly  blood  and  semen. 

Mr.  Wade  said  he  had  open  heart  sur¬ 
gery  in  1984  and  a  month  later  developed 
a  serious  infection  in  his  chest  cavity,  for 
which  he  received  multiple  blood  trans¬ 
fusions.  He  later  contracted  hepatitis  B, 
and  he  said  doctors  suspected  that  the 
later  illness  and  the  AIDS  virus  were 
from  the  same  transfusion. 

Less  than  a  year  after  he  received  the 
transfusions,  researchers  developed  a 
blood  screening  test  to  identify  the  AIDS 
virus. 


family  life  ministries  in  United  Method¬ 
ist  local  churches  and  their  communities. 


UM  youths  observe  government 
and  public  interest  groups 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)-From  Alas¬ 
ka,  Hawaii,  Puerto  Rico  and  a  dozen 
states  between,  15  United  Methodist  eth¬ 
nic  minority  youth  arrived  in  Washing¬ 
ton  in  early  June  for  a  two-month, 
firsthand  look  at  how  government  and 
public-interest  groups  relate  to  one  an¬ 
other. 

The  15  will  work  in  Washington 
through  early  August  as  interns  in  of¬ 
fices  of  senators,  representatives  and 
Congressional  committees,  and  in  sever¬ 
al  Church  and  Society  departments. 

Jewish  groups  join  protest 
of  ‘moment  of  silence’  law 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)-Two  Jewish 
agencies  and  a  church-state  separation 
group  have  asked  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  to  strike  down  New  Jersey’s  “mo¬ 
ment  of  silence”  law. 

A  brief  submitted  by  the  American 
Jewish  Congress  says  the  state  law  re¬ 
quiring  public  schools  to  schedule  a  daily 
“moment  of  silence”  is  unconstitutional 
because  its  real  purpose  is  to  introduce 
religion  in  the  schools. 


the  bishop  and  his  wife,  Julia,  to  write 
the  “Disciple”  study. 

“Bishop  Wilke  has  a  strong  Bible  study 
emphasis  in  his  area  and  has  caught  the 
ear  of  the  church  with  his  book,  ‘And 
Are  We  Yet  Alive,’  ”  Ms.  Moser  said.  "He 
was  a  natural.” 

The  curriculum  includes  16  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  and  17  New  Testament  lessons. 

Final  sessions  will  allow  students  to 
discuss  how  the  study  has  affected  them 
and  how  they  plan  to  serve  the  church 
and  community  after  the  course.  A  com¬ 
munion  service  marks  completion  of  the 
study. 

Seven  regional  training  seminars  are 


planned  this  summer  to  help  participants 
learn  how  to  use  the  resources. 

Each  training  event  can  accomodate 
200  students,  she  added.  The  $800  cost 
per  local  church  has  raised  eyebrows, 
but  Ms.  Moser  explained  that  the  fee  in¬ 
cludes  housing  and  meals  for  the  three- 
day  training,  12  student  manuals  and  one 
teacher  manual,  the  videotapes  and  12 
certificates  of  recognition  for  students 
completing  the  course. 

The  schedule  for  Summer  1987  is:  June 
30-July  2,  Dallas;  July  7-9,  Chicago;  July 
14-16,  Atlwr*®*  July  21-23,  Baltimore; 
July  28-30,  Charlout,  Aug.  4-6,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  and  Portland,  Ore. 


Poll  finds  confidence 
in  way  funds  handled 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

A  majority  of  United  Methodist  lay 
and  clergy  leaders  responding  to  a  re¬ 
cent  poll  expressed  confidence  in  the 
way  the  denomination  handles  its  money. 

But  the  latest  Survey  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Opinion  also  found  that  slightly  less 
than  half  of  those  leaders  think  all  those 
United  Methodist  funds  are  being  used 
for  causes  compatible  with  the  mission 
of  the  church. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  re¬ 
leased  the  survey  results  last  month 
based  on  a  21 -question  survey  which 
asked  a  random  sampling  of  church  lead¬ 
ers  how  well  they  understand  informa¬ 
tion  about  denominational  funds. 

Three  of  five  ‘confident’ 

Nearly  three  of  five  respondents  (57 
percent)  said  they  have  confidence  in  the 
way  the  church  is  handling  money  re¬ 
ceived  through  apportioned  askings,  spe¬ 
cial  offerings  and  designated  missions 
gifts. 

Twenty-eight  percent  indicated  they 
don’t  have  such  confidence.  Another  15 
percent  neither  agreed  nor  disagreed 
with  the  survey’s  “confidence”  state¬ 
ment. 

Forty-eight  percent  of  all  respondents 
(37.1  percent  of  laity  and  53.9  percent  of 
clergy)  agreed  that  all  UM  funds  are  be¬ 
ing  used  for  causes  compatible  with  the 
mission  of  the  church. 

One-third  of  all  respondents  (32.4  per¬ 
cent  of  laity  and  33  percent  of  clergy) 
disagreed.  One  in  five  (30.6  percent  of  la¬ 
ity  and  13.1  percent  of  clergy)  neither 
agreed  nor  disagreed. 

During  1986  United  Methodists  gave 
more  than  $99  million  to  askings  made 
through  annual  conferences  to  each  con¬ 
gregation,  special  denominationwide  of¬ 
ferings  and  designated  missions  funds. 

More  information  wanted 

Nearly  three  of  four  lay  respondents 
(72.4  percent)  said  they  did  not  receive 
enough  detailed  information  about  the 
handling  of  UM  funds.  Slightly  more  than 
half  the  clergy  respondents  (53.8  percent) 
gave  the  same  answer. 

Two  of  three  respondents  (65  percent) 
said  they  thought  they  were  being  asked 
to  give  to  too  many  different  funds. 

Other  survey  findings  showed  an  un¬ 
even  knowledge  among  lay  and  clergy 
leaders  about  those  askings.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  nearly  40  percent  of  lay  respondents 
said  they  didn’t  know  that  the  World 
Communion  Sunday  special  offering  pro¬ 
vides  postgraduate  Crusade  Scholarships 
for  young  adults  from  the  United  States 
and  abroad.  Just  8.7  percent  did.  Another 
51.6  percent  of  the  laity  said  they 
thought  other  funds  supported  the  schol¬ 
arships. 

Among  clergy,  about  two  of  three  re¬ 
spondents  (67.8  percent)  knew  what  the 
World  Communion  offering  supported. 

Slightly  more  than  half  the  lay  respon¬ 
dents  (52.2  percent)  knew  that  Advance  and 
World  Service  special  gifts  allowed  donors 
to  designate  money  to  specific  projects. 

But  38.1  percent  said  they  did  not  know 
that.  Another  9.7  percent  incorrectly  said 
other  askings  allowed  designated  giving. 

Nearly  three  of  four  respondents  (85.8 
percent  of  clergy,  52  percent  of  laity)  cor¬ 
rectly  identified  the  World  Service  Fund 
as  the  church’s  “basic  benevolence.” 

Fifteen  percent  of  the  laity  and  7.1  per¬ 
cent  of  the  clergy  said  they  didn't  know 
what  the  basic  benevolence  fund  was.  An¬ 


other  32.6  percent  of  the  laity  and  19.4  per¬ 
cent  of  the  clergy  named  something  else 
as  the  basic  benevolence  fund. 

Ordained  ministers  ranked  as  the  most 
important  source  of  information  for 
church  members  about  UM  fund  appeals, 
the  survey  found.  Some  75  percent  of 
clergy  and  lay  respondents  called  them 
"very  important.”  Only  7.6  percent  of 
lay  and  4.7  percent  of  clergy  participants 
considered  them  “unimportant.” 

Other  highly  rated  sources  for  learn¬ 
ing  about  churchwide  funds  included 
weekly  church  newsletters,  annual-con¬ 
ference  newspapers,  church  bulletins 
and  church  finance  committees. 

Newspaper  source  valued 

Three  of  four  church  leaders  consid¬ 
ered  “The  United  Methodist  Reporter” 
an  important  information  source. 

Forty-four  percent  of  clergypeople 
and  37.1  percent  of  laypeople  in  the  poll 
said  the  Reporter  was  “very  important” 
in  telling  individual  church  members 
about  the  purpose  and  use  of  denomina¬ 
tional  askings. 

Some  38  percent  of  lay  and  32  percent 
clergy  respondents  called  the  weekly 
newspaper  “slightly  important.” 

The  remaining  24.8  percent  lay  and 
23.4  percent  clergy  participants  called 
the  Reporter  an  “unimportant”  informa¬ 
tion  source. 

The  461  lay  participants  in  the  opinion 
survey  were  drawn  at  random  from  the 
mailing  list  of  “The  Interpreter”  maga¬ 
zine,  the  denominational  program  journal. 
It  goes  to  congregational  officeholders. 

The  893  clergy  participants  were 
picked  at  random  from  General  Board  of 
Pensions  files. 

Religious  groups 
want  deeper 
‘contra’  probe 

From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — Sixteen  religious  or¬ 
ganizations  have  called  on  congressional 
investigators  to  delve  more  deeply  into 
the  Iran-contra  affair  by  looking  into  re¬ 
curring  charges  of  drug  smuggling,  ille¬ 
gal  gunrunning  and  terrorist  acts  by  key 
figures  in  the  scandal. 

“The  integrity  of  our  government  and 
the  continued  viability  of  our  constitu¬ 
tional  system  require  such  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  investigation,”  the  church  groups 
said  in  a  letter  to  members  of  the  Joint 
Select  Committee  investigating  possibly 
illegal  diversion  of  arms  to  Nicaragua’s 
“contra"  rebels. 

The  call  was  initiated  by  the  Christie 
Institute,  an  interfaith  group  which  has 
spearheaded  a  civil  lawsuit  against  Iran- 
contra  figures. 

The  suit,  filed  in  a  Miami  federal  court 
months  before  revelations  that  the  Rea¬ 
gan  administration  diverted  profits  from 
Iran  arms  sales  to  the  contras,  was  the 
first  to  reveal  the  existence  of  a  private 
contra  supply  network  linked  to  the 
White  House. 

It  also  charges  that  members  of  this 
private  network— most  of  whom  are  for¬ 
mer  U.S.  military  and  intelligence  oper¬ 
atives— smuggled  drugs  into  the  U.S.  to 
pay  for  contra  arms  and  masterminded  a 
failed  1984  plot  to  kill  dissident  ex-contra 
leader  Eden  Pastora. 


People  in  the  news  . 


Educator  with  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  named  federal  employee  of  the  year  in  Juneau,  Alaska 


The  federal  employee  of  the  year  in 
Juneau,  Alaska,  is  a  bearded,  soft-spo¬ 
ken  United  Methodist,  Jim  Griffin. 

He  was  honored  for  his  work  as 
funding  agent  with  the  Bureau  of  In¬ 
dian  Affairs.  But  he  has  spent  most  of 
his  career  as  an  educator,  a  kind  of 
missionary  to  young  people. 

“I  decided  a  long 
time  ago  that  my 
calling  was  to  work 
with  young  peo¬ 
ple,”  Mr.  Griffin  | 
told  the  Reporter.  I 
“I  just  thought  I  i 
could  help  one  or  I 
two  along  the  way,  I 
someway,”  he  said.  Jim  Griffin 

He  has.  For  eight  years  Mr.  Griffin 
was  in  charge  of  a  wide  range  of  stu¬ 
dent  services  at  the  Indian  agency’s 
Mount  Edgecumbe  School,  a  boarding 
facility  for  Native  Americans  in  near¬ 
by  Sitka. 

Eskimo  and  Indian  youngsters 
from  nearly  every  village  in  the  vast 
state  got  to  know  him  there. 

He  was  coordinator  of  all  out-of¬ 
class  activities,  including  one  of  the 


earliest  anti-drug  programs  in  the 
state.  It  focused  on  alcohol  abuse. 

"We  kept  a  few  in  school  and  kept  a 
few  from  going  down  ‘Wino  Alley,’  ” 
he  said. 

He  has  been  teacher,  football  coach, 
principal,  superintendent,  student  per¬ 
sonnel  officer,  education  consultant 
and  contract  specialist— his  present 
post— in  an  education  career  spanning 
40  years  in  Texas  and  Alaska. 

His  contact  with  young  people 
hasn’t  been  limited  to  classrooms, 
school  buildings  or  sports  fields. 

In  Barrow,  Alaska’s  northernmost 
city,  he  so  successfully  organized  a 
Boy  Scout  troop  that  it  eventually  di¬ 
vided  into  two  troops  totaling  90  boys. 
He  added  to  the  Boy  Scout  legend 
when  he  and  about  25  of  his  Scouts 
earned  a  coveted  “Forty-Below  Cer¬ 
tificate”  on  a  single  overnight  camp- 
out  in  40-below-zero  weather. 

The  Rev.  Lew  Rooker  said  that  Mr. 
Griffin  and  his  wife,  Corinne,  a 
church  organist,  are  active  in  the  400- 
member  Northern  Light  United 
Church,  which  combines  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  Presbyterian  congregations. 


“They  are  part  of  a  team  that  each 
week  visits  in  homes,  sharing  the 
faith  and  encouraging  folks  to  be¬ 
come  part  of  the  church,”  he  said. 

“And  there  aren’t  many  things  at 
Northern  Light  church  that  Griff 
hasn’t  fixed  at  least  once,”  Mr. 
Rooker  added. 

The  Griffins  have  opened  their 
home  to  International  Christian 
Youth  Exchange  students  for  nine 
years.  This  year’s  guest  is  a  youngster 
from  Honduras,  Daniel  Salinas. 

Workers  from  Wycliffe  Bible 
Translators  lived  with  the  family  in 
Barrow  while  working  on  the  Eskimo 
Yupik  Bible  translation. 

Mr.  Griffin  grew  up  as  a  Southern 
Baptist  in  Texas.  But  during  a  1946 
membership  campaign  that  stressed 
"every  Methodist  recruiting  one  new 
member,”  Corinne  Bethea,  raised  a 
Methodist,  did  just  that.  After  their 
marriage  he  became  a  Methodist. 

In  1964  the  Griffins  decided  to  go  to 
Alaska  for  ‘‘a  two-year  stint”  of 
teaching  school.  That  was  23  years 
ago. 

-GLEN  LARUM 
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1 987 Annual  Conference  Ends  On  A  Successful  Note 


Mrs.  Norma  Winegeart,  right,  is  shown  presenting  a  copy  of  Louisiana  Method¬ 
ists’  History,  “Becoming  One  People”  to  Mrs.  Hearn,  left,  and  Mrs.  Oliphint,  center. 
Also  pictured  are  the  ministers  who  escorted  the  Bishops’  wives,  Rev.  Don  Hall  and 
Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  (1  to  r). 


Pictured  is  the  Conference  Business  Session,  held  in  Centenary’s  Gold  Dome. 


Pictured  is  an  overview  of  the  Third  Annual  Christian  Education  Banquet.  Council 
3>n  Ministries  Director  Harvey  G.  Williamson  is  at  the  front  of  the  room  welcoming 
!<he  guests  to  the  gathering  held  at  First  Church. 


Irhy,  right,  visiting  with  friends 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  to 


Delegates  to  the  17th  Session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Meeting 
in  Shreveport,  June  1-4,  received 
word  from  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn, 
President  of  the  College  of  Bishops  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  that 
the  Counoil  on  Bishops  had  approved 
the  assignment  of  Bishop  Ben  Oli¬ 
phint  to  assume  the  episcopal  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  until 
September  of  1988. 

Born  in  Hemphill,  Texas,  Bishop 
Oliphint  grew  up  in  Shreveport  and 


served  a  number  of  churches  in  this 
Conference.  His  direction  of  the  activ¬ 
ities  of  the  Conference  this  year  was  a 
delight  to  the  delegates,  who  appreci¬ 
ated  his  sense  of  humor  and  his  easy 
handling  of  business  related  to  the 
group. 

Clergy  and  laity  alike  are  extreme¬ 
ly  pleased  with  his  assignment  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  look  for¬ 
ward  to  working  with  him  in  the 
months  ahead. 


Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.,  of  the  Flori-  Dr.  Charles  Foster,  Scarritt  Graduate 
da  Conference,  served  as  Conference  School,  was  the  keynote  speaker  at  the 
Preacher.  'Hurd  Annual  Christian  Education  Banquet. 


Words  From  Mrs.  Underwood 

Dear  Friends, 

Since  I  am  unable  to  be  there  with  you,  I  asked  that  this  letter  be  read  to  you. 
I  wanted  an  opportunity  to  thank  all  of  you  for  your  many  calls,  cards,  letters 
and  remembrances,  and  especially  for  your  prayers. 

Along  with  my  own  personal  grief,  I  have  grieved  that  the  Methodists  of 
Louisiana  have  had  to  go  through  this  period  of  change  again  so  soon,  but  I 
firmly  believe  that  God  holds  us  in  the  hollow  of  His  hand,  and  that  God’s  grace 
sustains  and  strengthens  us  even  in  the  darkest  hours. 

No  Conference  could  be  more  loving,  or  more  gracious  and  warm.  You 
received  us  with  open  arms  and  hearts  and  we  felt  “at  home”  with  you  from 
the  very  beginning. 

Walter  loved  you  and  believed  in  you.  He  knew  that  you  would  accomplish 
great  things  for  God’s  Kingdom  through  our  Methodist  churches.  He  willingly 
gave  every  ounce  of  strength  and  energy  to  help  bring  it  about. 

No  matter  where  1  am,  I  will  watch  with  interest  and  pride  as  this  great 
Conference  continues  to  grow  and  progress  in  the  work  of  our  Lord. 

My  prayer  is  that  God  will  bless  each  one  of  you. 

Lovingly, 

Billy  e  Underwood 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Ben  Oliphint  Harvey  G.  Williamson  Kim  Dent 

Bishop  Council  Director-Editor  Edit  >rial  Assistant 


Centenary  Night  in  the  Gold  Dome  featured  the  Centenary  College  Choir,  held 
Monday  during  Annual  Conference. 


Conference  Secretary  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  left,  and  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  right, 
confer  during  the  Business  Session  of  Annual  Conference. 


Mrs.  Nancy  Oliphint,  left,  visits  with  United  Methodist  Women’s  President  Mrs. 
Janelle  McCammon,  during  the  Ordination  reception. 


Pictured  is  the  reception  for  the  Ordinands,  held  following  the  Ordination  Service 
at  First  Church. 
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Don’t  miss  a  chance  to  study  Soviets  Without  rain,  we’d  live  in  a  wasteland 


How  about  taking  a  trip  to  the  Soviet 
Union  this  summer  to  learn  more  about 
the  church  and  Christians  there? 

If  you’d  like  to  but  can’t  afford  either 
the  time  or  expense,  don’t  worry.  Sixty- 
two  people  from  various  U.S.  churches, 
including  45  United  Methodists,  toured 
the  Soviet  Union  recently  to  prepare  for 
helping  others  vicariously  experience 
such  a  trip  (see  UMR,  June  12). 

Beginning  this  summer,  these  people 
will  lead  numerous  churchwide  mission- 
school  studies  focused  on  the  Soviet 
Union’s  people  and  churches.  Their  first¬ 
hand  experiences  should  enhance  the 
mission  studies  that  they  lead  for  annual 
conferences  and  districts. 

The  studies  are  offered  at  a  nominal  cost 
and  in  a  variety  of  settings — ranging  from 
weeklong  schools  to  weekend  seminars. 

We  believe  the  1987-88  focus  on  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  provides  one  of  the  most  po¬ 
tentially  valuable  mission-study 
opportunities  in  recent  years. 

Those  who  participate  are  likely  to 
gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  a  country 
typically  regarded  as  the  arch-enemy  of 
the  United  States.  Such  understanding  is 
vitally  needed  among  Christians  if,  in  our 
role  as  peacemakers,  we  are  to  promote 
improved  relations  between  the  peoples 
and  governments  of  our  two  nations. 

Among  other  things,  a  deepened  un¬ 
derstanding  could  moderate  extremist 
views  that  the  Soviet  Union  and  its  lead¬ 
ers  are  so  evil  that  we  can  deal  with 
them  only  through  armed  force  or  the 
threat  of  armed  force. 

We  should  not  naively  assume  benevo¬ 
lent  intentions  on  the  part  of  the  Soviet 
government.  However,  there  are  grow¬ 
ing  indications  that  the  Soviets  recognize 
the  mutual  danger  of  relationships  based 
solely  on  a  “might  makes  right”  outlook. 

Additionally,  the  study  should  provide 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


insights  into  underlying  Soviet  attitudes 
and  experiences,  including  religious  ex¬ 
periences.  Differences  in  background 
foster  the  view,  and  to  some  extent  the 
reality,  that  Soviet  people  are  culturally 
“different”  from  their  U.S.  counterparts. 

Understanding  and  accepting  those 
differences— and  seeking  ways  both  to 
minimize  and  benefit  from  them— are 
basic  to  realistic  efforts  for  peace  be¬ 
tween  the  two  superpowers. 

Perhaps  the  mission  study’s  most  im¬ 
portant  contribution  to  that  needed  under¬ 
standing  will  be  to  show  that  the  Soviet 
people  are  not  inherently  “godless." 

Although  the  organized  church  has  ex¬ 
perienced  much  less-than-complete  free¬ 
dom  under  the  Soviet  system,  countless 
Christians  have  continued  to  worship  and 
to  teach  the  faith  to  their  children— of¬ 
ten  at  great  personal  risk  and  sacrifice. 

We  in  this  country  should  keep  their 
experience  and  witness  in  mind  whenev¬ 
er  we’re  tempted  to  call  for  harsh  mea¬ 
sures  against  an  impersonal  Soviet 
“enemy.”  Many  of  those  likely  to  suffer 
as  a  result  would  be  our  sisters  and 
brothers  in  Christ. 

Past  interdenominational  studies  deal¬ 
ing  with  overseas  missions  sometimes 
have  been  unhelpfully  controversial. 
They  appeared  to  some  to  be  unfairly 
critical  of  the  American  political  system 
and/or  overly  complimentary  of  other 
systems.  Against  that  backdrop,  extra 
care  should  be  taken  by  this  year’s  study 
leaders  to  be  fair  and  balanced. 

At  the  same  time,  we  should  not  allow 
a  fear  of  imbalance  to  prevent  as  many 
of  us  as  possible  from  taking  advantage 
of  this  important  learning  opportunity 
when  it’s  made  available.  For  informa¬ 
tion  about  dates  and  places,  contact  your 
pastor,  district  superintendent  or  district 
missions  secretary. 


Q 


MR  7 

Robert  Plaisted 


By  ROBERT  PLAISTED 

The  rain  in  Maine  falls  mainly  every 
day.  This  spring  has  been  wet,  wet,  wet! 
Those  of  us  who  live  "Down  East”  have 
suffered  our  worst  floods  of  the  20th  cen¬ 
tury. 

It  reminds  me  of  Jesus’  teaching,  . . 
your  Father  who  is  in  heaven  . . .  makes 
his  sun  rise  on  the 
evil  and  on  the  good 
and  sends  rain  on  the 
just  and  on  the  un¬ 
just”  (Matthew  5:45). 

The  weather  also 
makes  me  remem¬ 
ber  that  rain  in 
springtime  isn’t  ex¬ 
actly  unusual  in  this 
part  of  the  country. 

Church  and  society  In  America  have 
endured  several  rainy  months  recently, 
whereas  for  years  people  seemed  to 
think  there  would  be  only  sunshine. 

For  the  last  six  years  we’ve  lived  in  a 
national  climate  that  insisted  every  day 
be  sunny,  every  bit  of  news  be  upbeat 
and  optimistic,  every  public  ceremony 
be  a  glorious  patriotic  spectacle. 

It  didn’t  work 

It  was  presumed  that  if  we  would  say 
often  enough  and  loudly  enough  that  ev¬ 
erything  was  fine,  everything  would  be 
fine.  It  didn’t  work. 

The  clouds  gathered.  The  rain  fell.  The 
winds  blew  and  beat  upon  our  house  of 
sand,  and  it  collapsed. 

Events  of  the  past  rainy  months 
moved  faster  than  all  the  Pollyanna  sun¬ 
shine  emanating  from  public  relations 
firms  in  Washington. 

We’ve  discovered  that  U.S.  Marines 
are  not  “Always  Faithful.”  They  can  lie, 
cheat,  cover  up,  refuse  to  testify,  go  to 
bed  with  female  Soviet  spies  and  open 


the  U.S.  embassy  to  KGB  agents. 

At  least,  that’s  what  the  evidence 
seems  to  indicate.  Rainfall. 

Our  government  is  getting  drenched. 
The  Tower  Commission  Report  and 
“contragate”  hearings  have  just  begun  to 
reveal  the  extent  of  wrongdoing. 

No  one  should  be  surprised  if  a  num¬ 
ber  of  prominent  officials  are  on  their 
way  to  jail  after  the  congressional  hear¬ 
ings  and  criminal  investigations.  A  lot 
more  rain  will  fall  on  1600  Pennsylvania 
Ave.  before  the  clouds  break,  unless  I 
miss  my  guess. 

Of  course,  the  church  has  little  reason 
to  feel  proud.  We  also  are  caught  in  the 
downpour  from  PTL  ministries  to  Oral 
Roberts’  prayer  tower,  from  the  Vatican 
bank  scandal  to  the  cheating  and  payoffs 
at  Southerii  Methodist  University. 

Jesus  said,  “Nothing  is  covered  up  that 
will  not  be  revealed  or  hidden  that  will 
not  be  known.  Whatever  you  have  said  in 
the  dark  shall  be  heard  in  the  light,  and 
what  you  have  whispered  in  private 
rooms  shall  be  proclaimed  upon  the 
housetops”  (Luke  12:2-3).  Rain!  Rain! 

So,  what  can  the  church  learn  from 
these  rainy  days? 

First,  a  funny  thing  happened  to  the 
religious  right  on  its  march  to  the  prom¬ 
ised  land.  Sin  got  in  the  way. 

Remember  six  years  ago? 

Remember  six  years  ago?  Columnists 
were  predicting  the  1980s  would  witness  a 
tidal  wave  of  conservative  Christianity. 

The  political  clout  of  the  “Reagan 
Revolution”  coupled  with  mass  commu¬ 
nication  of  fundamentalist  religion 
would  bring  a  national  revival  and  alter 
the  basic  direction  of  American  society. 

That  was  the  dream.  It  didn’t  happen. 
Sin  intruded. 

Sin  is  far  more  persistent  and  deeply 


rooted  in  human  life  than  much  of  the 
church  has  been  willing  to  admit.  Con¬ 
servative  and  liberal  Christians  have 
been  equally  prone  to  underestimate  its 
power.  Our  fallacies  observe  no  neat 
ideological  guidelines. 

The  ungodly  side  of  the  human  soul 
does  not  cease  to  exist  simply  because 
smooth-talking  people  sugar-coat  it  with 
overt  piety  or  patriotic  fervor. 

Jesus  knew  that  pious  words  could  be 
empty.  He  reminded  us  how  futile  it  is  to 
shine  the  outside  of  the  cup  if  the  inside 
remains  unchanged. 

Second,  rain  is  curious  stuff.  It’s  a  life- 
giving,  restoring  and  cleansing  force  even 
when  it’s  downright  destructive,  as  in 
time  of  flood  or  the  bleak  rain  of  scandal. 

The  Scriptures  talk  about  showers  of 
blessing,  and  an  old  Arab  proverb  says, 
“All  sunshine  makes  a  desert.” 


The  smiling  image  makers  in  the 
White  House  and  the  glitzy  purveyors  of 
TV  evangelism  need  to  hear  that.  Take 
away  the  rainfall,  and  we  would  not  live 
in  a  fruitful  land  but  a  wasteland. 

Our  gardens,  fields  and  woodlands  will 
be  healthier  for  the  coming  of  the  rains. 
Believe  it  or  not,  so  will  our  armed 
forces,  our  government  and  the  church 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Robert  Plaisted  is  pastor  of 
Kingfield/Salem  United  Methodist 
Church,  Kingfield,  Maine  (Maine  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Here  /  Stand 


Pastors  should  offer 
‘pluralistic  pulpits’ 


Old  Otterbein  church  deserves  our  support 


John  Varner 


To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  Gary  Greene’s  article  in 
the  May  29  “Here  I  Stand,”  we  must  be 
supportive. 

He  seeks  churchwide  effort  to  save 
Old  Otterbein  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baltimore  as  a  viable  unit  of  our  de¬ 
nomination. 

Just  as  we  were  certain  about  the  need 
to  preserve  Lovely  Lane  church,  we 
must  be  concerned  about  Old  Otterbein. 

Having  been  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  and  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  in  past  years  before  any  of  the 
unions,  I  appreciate  Mr.  Greene’s  bringing 
the  matter  of  Gov.  William  Schaeffer's 
intentions  to  our  attention. 

Perhaps  the  least  we  can  do  at  this 
time  is  to  have  a  plan  prepared  to  pre¬ 
sent  to  the  1988  General  Conference  that 
would  involve  the  denomination  in  action 
to  save  Old  Otterbein  from  a  form  of  de¬ 
struction. 

Some  questions  need  to  be  answered. 
Who  has  enough  clout  to  block  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  proposal  to  build  the  two  stadiums, 
particularly  at  the  proposed  location? 
What  alternatives  are  available  to  him? 
What  possibilities  are  available  to  us? 

Maybe  some  people  competent  to  help 
will  join  Mr.  Greene  in  this  project. 

L.  E.  McCaslin 
Dewey,  Oklahoma 

College  takes  right  stand 

To  the  Editor: 

In  a  recent  editorial,  “Gag  Order  on 
Church:  ‘No  Way’  ”  (see  UMR,  May  29), 
you  claim  the  church  struck  a  blow  for 
religious  freedom  by  boycotting  Hamil¬ 
ton  College  as  the  site  for  the  1987  North 
Central  New  York  Annual  Conference. 

Why?  Because  Hamilton  will  not  per¬ 
mit  the  delegates  to  discuss  two  issues 
concerning  the  school:  (1)  the  college’s 
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investment  policy  in  South  Africa  and  (2) 
the  1986  suspension  (not  expulsion)  of  12 
students  who  demonstrated  against  the 
school’s  investment  policy. 

As  a  Hamilton  alumni,  I  think  the 
UMC  is  wrong  in  implying  that  the 
school  acted  inappropriately.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  school’s  stand  was  correct. 

First,  the  church  displays  righteous  in¬ 
dignation  at  being  refused  permission  to 
lambast  Hamilton  during  the  North  Cen¬ 
tral  Annual  Conference.  That’s  too  bad 
because  if  the  church  would  take  off  its 
moral  blinders,  it  would  see  that  inquiry 
and  debate  are  encouraged  at  Hamilton. 

The  reason  12  students  were  suspend¬ 
ed  was  not  for  "demonstrating  peaceful¬ 
ly”  against  the  college’s  investment 
policy  but  rather  for  the  students’  refus¬ 
al  to  leave  an  administrative  building  af¬ 
ter  a  lengthy  sit-in. 

They  were  not  blind-sided.  The  12  were 
aware  of  the  consequences  and  chose  to 
accept  them. 

Second,  while  the  church  should  never 
be  stifled  to  express  its  beliefs  and  con¬ 
cerns,  I  must  question  the  agenda  priori¬ 
ties  of  the  North  Central  Annual 
Conference.  Is  the  conference  agenda  so 
devoid  of  relevant  church  issues  that  the 
schedule  must  be  padded  with  discus¬ 
sions  of  the  internal  events  of  a  small, 
private,  non-church  affiliated  school? 

The  church  has  deftly  displayed  the 
twin  provincialisms  Hamilton  tries  so 
hard  to  eradicate  from  its  students — ig¬ 
norance  and  arrogance. 

David  Parkhurst 
Kensington,  Maryland 

More  tolerance  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

There  are  a  number  of  good  reasons 
not  to  include  “Jesus  Loves  the  Little 
Children”  in  the  new  hymnal,  but  I’m  not 
sure  that  the  reasons  offered  by  Hope 
Kawashima  and  Raquel  Achon  are 
among  them  (see  UMR,  May  29). 

To  object  to  one  particular  color  being 
omitted  from  a  line  of  poetry  that  was 
written  specifically  to  be  inclusive  of  all 
people  seems  to  be  nitpicking  at  best. 
That’s  especially  true  when  we  recognize 
that  10  colors,  even  if  they  could  be 
made  to  fit  in  the  line,  would  not  be  suffi¬ 
cient  to  cover  every  hue  of  skin  in  the 
world. 

Surely  we  can  make  some  allowances 
for  poetic  expression,  one  of  the  charac¬ 
teristics  of  which  is  to  express  in  few 
words  ideas  that  transcend  the  limita¬ 
tions  of  the  words  themselves. 

One  can  be  a  little  more  sympathetic 
to  the  idea  that  "yellow”  may  offend 
some  Asians.  The  word  has  been  used  to 
connote  cowardice. 

But  white  can  suggest  unhealthiness  or 
disease.  Black  can  symbolize  evil,  and  in 
view  of  what  we  think  of  someone  “red 
in  the  face,”  that  term’s  no  gem  either. 

Most  any  nickname  for  the  races  will 
have  its  limitations.  Ms.  Kawashima  sug¬ 
gests  “golden.”  Might  that  not  suggest  an 
air  of  elitism  to  non-Asians? 

We  can  find  something  to  be  offended 
about  almost  anywhere,  if  we  insist  on 
trying  hard  enough— which  is  my  point: 

Perhaps  what’s  needed  in  judging  this 
little  song  (and  what’s  needed  in  all  deal¬ 
ings  between  peoples)  is  more  tolerance, 
graciousness  and  acceptance  and  less 
readiness  to  take  offense  at  small  and 
unintended  “slights." 

H.  George  Myers  Jr. 

Tallmadge,  Ohio 

Pastor,  wife  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  voice  my  love  and  support  of 
Walker  and  Peggy  Railey  (see  UMR, 
May  1,  8, 15,  29  and  June  5).  Words  are  in¬ 
sufficient  at  a  time  such  as  this  one. 

Walker  and  his  wife  are  suffering  the 
worst  experience  that  any  human  can. 
They  are,  indeed,  martyrs  for  Christ. 
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What  they  witnessed  in  life,  they  are 
now  witnessing  again:  absolute  affection 
for  our  Lord  that  the  power  of  evil  want¬ 
ed  to  kill  on  the  cross. 

The  public  media  are  vicious  in  lead¬ 
ing  the  world  to  respond  a  certain  way.  I 
pray  that  the  Christians,  especially  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  not  be  duped  by  the  press. 

We  can’t  do  anything  to  change  history 
and  how  the  citizens  sent  Jesus  to  the 
cross.  We  can  affect  what  happens  to 
Walker  Railey! 

The  church  needs  him!  Now,  and  in  the 
future,  as  before  he  will  be  able  to 
preach  the  Gospel! 

P.  J.  Flowers 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

We  can  still  be  proud 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  United  Methodist  and  a  Mus¬ 
tang  who  is  still  very  proud  of  his  school 
despite  all  of  the  reports  that  seem  to  fo¬ 
cus  on  the  negative  at  Southern  Method¬ 
ist  University. 

I  would  like  to  share  a  special  event 
with  your  readers. 

I  have  just  returned  from  attending 
the  annual  SMU  swim  team  awards  ban¬ 
quet.  At  the  banquet  I  witnessed  a  fine 
group  of  young  men  who  had  fought  to 
achieve  a  very  respectable  finish  at  the 
National  Collegiate  Athletic  Association 
meet  against  the  odds. 

Their  achievements  are  commend¬ 
able,  but  I  also  witnessed  a  warmth  and 
fellowship  between  these  young  men  that 
was  very  special.  I  saw  and  heard  Chris¬ 
tian  coaches  who  cared  not  only  about 
the  finish  times  and  places  but  also  about 
the  welfare  and  future  of  their  athletes. 

I  heard  a  lengthy  list  of  swimmers 
read  aloud  whose  grade-point  averages 
were  well  above  3.0,  including  two  who 
had  a  perfect  4.0. 

I  was  able  to  see  an  example  of  an  as¬ 
pect  of  SMU  of  which  we  as  United  Meth¬ 
odists  can  be  proud. 

When  all  we  tend  to  see  are  the  dark 
clouds  hovering  over  our  university,  I 
hope  everyone  will  remember  there  are 
still  quality  educational  and  athletic 
achievements  that  we  can  be  proud  of  at 

SMU-  John  B.  Cullen 

Marshall,  Texas 

Ask  us  why  we  leave  UMC 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  paper  the  question  is  frequent¬ 
ly  asked,  “Why  is  the  United  Methodist 
Church  losing  membership?” 

One  possible  way  to  find  answers  is  to 
ask  those  of  us  who  left,  an  action  that 
many  local  churches  have  not  followed. 

As  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
for  40  years,  I  left  with  sorrow.  But  I 
could  no  longer  live  with  constant  talk 
about  homosexuals  and  the  labeling  of 
those  who  did  not  agree  as  “unenlight¬ 
ened”  and  “uninformed.” 

I  tried  very  hard  not  to  criticize  per¬ 
sonally  those  who  supported  homosex¬ 
uals  in  the  pulpit.  In  return,  I  did  not 
appreciate  the  criticism  by  others  of  me 


and  others  who  objected. 

Another  reason  I’m  enjoying  a  church 
of  a  different  denomination  today  is  we 
sing  songs  I  know  and  can  sing. 

The  third  reason  I  am  attending  anoth¬ 
er  church  is  that  the  sermons  based  on 
the  Bible  help  me  throughout  the  week.  I 
look  forward  to  Sunday  as  the  highlight 
of  the  week. 

Name  Withheld  by  Request 
Boulder,  Colorado 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must  car¬ 
ry  the  signature  and  address  of  the 
author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  not  publish  any  let¬ 
ters  received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,”  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


By  JOHN  D.  VARNER 

Assume  your  congregation  consists  of 
about  800  members.  Of  this  number, 
about  63  percent  (504)  are  “average-non- 
attenders.” 

Those  who  attend  your  principal  wor¬ 
ship  service  on  a  regular  basis  (37  per¬ 
cent  or  296)  are  (we 
will  assume)  equally 
divided  into  four  ma¬ 
jor  theological  per¬ 
suasions:  (1)  social 
activists,  (2)  evan¬ 
gelicals,  (3)  pentecos- 
tals  (charismatics) 
and  (4)  moderates. 

In  our  “pluralis¬ 
tic”  connectional  system  of  organization, 
the  tendency  is  for  the  preacher  to  deliv¬ 
er  sermons  that  “touch"  the  views  held 
by  “social  activists,”  “evangelicals,” 
“pentecostals.” 

But  preachers  tend  to  rely  heavily 
upon  non-threatening  positions  that  sup¬ 
posedly  will  “appeal”  to  the  largest  num¬ 
ber  of  parishioners. 

In  effect  the  message  is  "designed”  so 
as  to  not  be  offensive  to  anyone.  . . .  Call 
it  a  “moderate”  message. 

Little  controversy  raised 

The  preacher  in  this  case  assures  him¬ 
self/herself  of  (he  or  she  hopes)  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  criticism  since: 

(a)  no  altar  calls  have  been  given; 

(b)  no  one  has  spoken  in  tongues; 

(c)  only  a  few  parishioners  occasionally 
vocalize  an  “amen"  or  a  “praise  the  Lord”; 

(d)  no  voter  registrations  have  taken 
place  in  the  church  vestibule;  and 

(e)  no  one  is  definitely  sure  of  the 
church’s  (nor  the  pastor’s)  position  on 
abortion,  nuclear  armaments  or  aid  to 
the  contras. 

The  result?  Too  often  the  results  re¬ 
semble  the  following: 

(1)  The  “social  activists”  find  more 
sense  of  accomplishment  and  satisfac¬ 
tion  from  their  affiliation  with  communi¬ 
ty  agencies  involved  in  social  reforms 
than  they  experience  from  their  church 
affiliation. 

(2)  The  “evangelicals”  begin  attending 
a  (Baptist)  church  in  the  community 
where  they  experience  a  sense  of  belong¬ 
ing.  That’s  because  they  witness  people 
being  saved,  hear  testimonies  and  ob¬ 
serve  prayers  being  answered— experi¬ 
ences  they  are  not  sure  are  condoned  in 
their  local  church. 

(3)  The  “charismatic/pentecostals” 
are  drawn  to  the  church  (Assemblies  of 
God)  where  they  enjoy  a  freedom  of  ex¬ 
pression  in  their  worship  and  they  don’t 
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have  to  hide  their  tongues  in  a  closet. 

(4)  The  “moderates”  seriously  have 
difficulty  responding  to  an  accusation 
that  they  might  just  as  well  join  the 
country  club  and  the  Kiwanis  Club— 
since  they  see  so  much  similarity  with 
their  church  affiliation. 

Is  there  a  better  way  for  the  preacher 
to  present  his/her  messages?  Better? 
Maybe!  More  risky?  Definitely!!  Worth  a 
try?  Why  not!!! 

Varied  messages  proposed 

Typically,  each  month  contains  four 
Sundays.  Why  not  establish  a  format  (not 
a  set  “pattern”)  for  one  Sunday  each 
month  to  be  used  as  a  Sunday  for  a  so* 
cial-reform  message.  Another  Sunday  to 
be  devoted  to  an  evangelical  message 
(altar  call  and  all!). 

A  third  Sunday’s  theme  would  focus 
attention  on  the  spiritual  gifts  and  the 
use  of  these  gifts  (with,  perhaps,  no 
printed  order  of  worship).  The  fourth 
Sunday  would  be  used  for  any  other  topi*- 
cal  statements  that  reflect  the  pastor’s 
interpretation  of  the  Scriptures,  the 
church,  the  ttook  of  Discipline,  etc. 

By  doing  that,  the  four  major  segments 
of  the  congregation  would  know  they  are 
included  in— and,  we  can  hope,  each 
would  be  more  tolerant  (and  supportive)’ 
of  the  members  of  the  other  “groups.” 

After  surveying  the  theological  “posi¬ 
tions”  of  your  congregation,  you  may  de¬ 
vise  your  own  “format”  of  presentations 
that  would  speak  to  each  group. 

Approach  could  slow  losses 

In  so  doing,  we  might— at  the  very 
least— help  to  stem  the  flow  of  United 
Methodists  to  other  denominational  arid 
non-denominational  groups. 

Is  it  possible  to  “flesh-out”  our  pluralis¬ 
tic  theology  within  a  congregation?  When 
we  declare  our  denomination  to  be  “plu¬ 
ralistic,”  why  not  expect  our  pastors  to  be 
“pluralistic”  in  their  pulpit  presentations? 

PLURALISM  (pluralistic):  A  theory  or 
system  that  recognizes  more  than  one  ul¬ 
timate  substance  or  principle.  The  char¬ 
acter  of  being  plural.  (American  College 
Dictionary). 

"Here  /  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fao- 
in g  the  church.  John  D.  Varner  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Grace  United  Methodist  Church, 
Indiana,  Pa.  (Western  Pennsylvania  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “ Here  / 
Stand,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275.  ; 


Swing  sways  thoughts  to  reclaiming  past 


“What  do  we  know  about  this  thing?” 

I  asked  that  question  as  Charlene  and  I 
sat  for  the  first  time  last  week  in  the  old 
relic  of  a  swing  that  had  been  around  our 
house  unused  for  nearly  five  years. 

“Well,  your  mom  says  it  used  to  hang 
on  the  side  porch  at  your  grandparents’ 
farm,”  Charlene  replied. 

She  reminded  me  that  my  parents 
brought  the  swing  from  my  native  West 
Virginia  to  Texas  when  they  came  to 
help  move  us  into  our  present  house. 

Despite  Charlene’s  occasional  “We 
should  figure  out  how  to  hang  that  thing 
so  your  mom  and  I  can  swing  when  she 
visits,”  it  has  remained  virtually  inert  on 
our  back  patio  mostly  because  of  my  in¬ 
difference  and  neglect. 

The  swing’s  inactive  status  changed 
unexpectedly  last  week,  however.  A 
friend  of  my  daughter  showed  up  with  a 
swing  frame  salvaged  from  the  play¬ 
ground  of  his  mother’s  private  school.  I 
suspected  collusion  with  Charlene. 

That  suspicion  was  reinforced  when, 
before  I  had  a  chance  to  think  through 
the  implications  of  this  development, 
Charlene  rushed  me  off  to  buy  hardware 
to  hang  the  swing. 

Now  that  it  finally  was  in  use,  she  was 
pointing  out  that  the  object  of  my  ne¬ 
glect  these  many  years  was  part  of  my 
own  past. 

“Oh,  it’s  THAT  swing,”  I  said,  sudden¬ 
ly  recalling  childhood  times  when  my 
cousins  and  I  sat  on  it  during  summer 
rains  and  traded  off-color  stories. 

“How  old  is  it?”  I  wondered. 

Charlene  said  my  mother  remembered 
it  from  when  she  was  a  child.  Mom’s  cous¬ 
in,  the  fat  one  people  called  “Big  Dink,” 
once  sat  in  it,  she  said,  causing  it  to  rip 
from  its  books  and  crash  to  the  floor. 


Then  she  added  offhandedly,  “Actual¬ 
ly,  your  grandfather  made  it.” 

Words  can’t  describe  my  feeling  upon 
learning  the  swing’s 
origins.  Suddenly  a 
“thing”  to  which  I’d 
been  indifferent  took 
on  meaning  I  never 
imagined. 

My  grandfather 
made  it! 

As  I  took  in  that 
revelation,  I  ran  my  Stephen  Swecker 
fingers  over  the  boards  that  Grandpa 
had  once  planed  smooth,  touched  the 
nails  he  had  pounded  and  studied  the  con¬ 
struction  that  had  survived  the  rigors  of 
time  and  the  likes  of  “Big  Dink.” 

I  literally  felt  the  love  that  he  surely 
had  put  into  building  that  swing  for  the 
enjoyment  of  his  own  burgeoning  family 
in  backwoods  West  Virginia. 

He  little  could  have  known  or  suspect¬ 


ed  as  a  young  man  struggling  to  rear 
that  family  that  his  labor  of  love  some¬ 
day  would  yield  pleasure— and  wonder— 
for  a  middle-aged  grandson  in  Texas. 

As  I  swayed  slowly  in  my  grandfathers 
swing,  past  and  present  dissolved  into  a 
single  transforming  moment.  Feeling 
loved  from  beyond  his  grave,  I  conscious¬ 
ly  reclaimed  part  of  my  past— or  perhaps 
it  reclaimed  me— in  the  act  of  "possess¬ 
ing  my  possessions”  as  the  prophet  Obadi- 
ah  promised  Israel  that  God’s  people 
someday  should  and  would  do. 

There’s  probably  much  more  of  the  past 
around  me— the  heritage  of  my  family, 
the  traditions  of  society,  the  legacy  of  the 
church,  including  the  promises  of  God — to 
which  I  similarly  need  to  lay  claim. 

I’m  grateful  whenever  the  neglect  \ 
sometimes  show  toward  that  task  gets 
challenged  by  patient  old  swings  and  a; 
not-so-patient  wife  who  won’t  give  up  un¬ 
til  the  blamed  thing  gets  hung. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a 
simple-to-prepare.  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your 
own  church's  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  cover¬ 
age  on  the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its 
preparation  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And 
many  report  that  a  Reporter  edition  "more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased 
congregational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 
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Church  membership  grows  at  half  population  rate 


Compiled  From  News  Services 
Total  church  membership  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  is  growing  but  at  just  over  half 
the  rate  of  the  general  population,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Yearbook  of  American 
and  Canadian  Churches  1987. 

Net  membership  of  U.S.  churches  in¬ 
creased  by  0.53  percent  to  142.9  million 
for  1985,  the  most  recent  data  available. 

The  U.S.  population  grew  by  0.95  per¬ 
cent  between  1984  and  1985  to  238.7  mil¬ 
lion,  according  to  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau. 

The  1985  church-membership  total,  an 
increase  of  754,225  over  1984,  includes 
head  counts  from  218  U.S.  religious  bodies. 


About  three  of  every  five  Americans 
(59.8  percent)  were  members  of  a  church, 
synagogue  or  other  religious  congrega¬ 
tion  in  1985,  yearbook  data  indicate.  That 
proportion  has  held  steady  for  many 
years,  said  Constant  H.  Jacquet  Jr.,  the 
yearbook  editor. 

The  1985  statistics  show  that  "main¬ 
line  church  losses  have  slowed,  and 
growth  in  even  the  fastest  growing 
church  bodies  has  tended  to  slow  down  a 
bit,”  said  Mr.  Jacquet,  a  staff  research 
associate  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

Findings  reported  from  the  Princeton 


Religious  Research  Center  indicate  that 
42  percent  of  U.S.  adults  attended  church 
or  synagogue  in  an  average  week. 

Six  U.S.  denominations  reported 
growth  at  rates  faster  than  the  general 
population: 

The  Presbyterian  Church  in  America 
(5.75  percent  to  177,917),  Jehovah’s  Wit¬ 
nesses  (4.7  percent  to  730,441),  Assem¬ 
blies  of  God  (2.28  percent  to  2.1  million), 
Seventh-day  Adventists  (2.04  percent  to 
651,954),  Baptist  General  Conference  of 
America  (1.81  percent  to  132,546)  and  the 
Church  of  the  Nazarene  (1.17  percent  to 
522,082). 


Average  yearly  offering  goes  up  $21 


From  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
The  average  U.S.  church  member  gave 
$21  more  to  his  congregation  in  1985  than 
in  1984,  a  1987  yearbook  of  church  facts 
shows. 

Average  annual  contribution  in  1985, 
the  most  recent  information  available, 
was  $321.77  per  person,  the  Yearbook  of 
American  and  Canadian  Churches  1987 
reports.  That  is  a  7.1  percent  increase 
over  1984. 

The  1985  increase  outstripped  the 
1984-85  inflation  rate  of  3.8  percent,  the 
yearbook  notes. 

Average  gift  in  1984  was  $300.40.  In 
1983  it  was  $278.67. 

'  The  per-capita  figure  represents  giv¬ 
ing  to  all  benevolences  (money  for  local, 
national  and  worldwide  programs)  and 
congregational  expenses  (salaries  and 
overhead)  by  people  with  “full-member” 
status  in  42  church  bodies. 

,  Between  1961  and  1985,  average  gifts 
have  increased  366.3  percent,  yearbook 

Immigration 
aid  requested 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  and  their  annual  conferences  are  be¬ 
ing  urged  to  deepen  their  involvement  in 
immigration  and  refugee  ministries. 
r.The  appeal  for  more  participation— 
including  financial  support— came  as  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
distributed  a  new  ecumenical  147-page 
guide,  titled  "Fulfilling  the  Promise: 
Church  Orientation  Guide  to  the  New 
Immigration  Law.” 

r;  "While  it  may  take  a  long  time  before 
the  full  effect  of  the  law  is  understood, 
the  law  is  already  causing  enormous  suf¬ 
fering  for  those  who  will  not  benefit 
from  it,”  the  UM  bishops  were  told. 

..  Norma  Kehrberg,  the  committee’s  chief 
executive,  said,  “As  the  Church,  we  are 
called  to  understand,  to  heal  and  to  love.” 

The  guide  was  praised  by  the  commit¬ 
tee  as  “a  wonderful  resource  for  United 
Methodist  congregations  who  want  to  be¬ 
came  informed  or  engaged." 

“Every  aspect  of  the  law  is  presented 
dearly  to  provide  a  basis  for  meaningful 
action,”  the  committee  spokesperson  said. 

_  Funds  are  urgently  needed  by  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  “to  begin  to  address” 
the  needs  of  the  immigrant  and  refugee 
communities,  Mrs.  Kehrberg  said. 

An  Advance  Special  ‘‘Immigration 
Counseling  Program”  (#901250)  has  been 
created  to  help  finance  the  response  be¬ 
ing  planned  by  the  committee  and  the 
board’s  National  Division. 

,  The  National  Division  will  put  five 
new  church  and  community  workers  into 
the  field  to  help  church  and  civic  organi¬ 
zations  create  pre-screening  programs 
tb  aid  the  millions  directly  affected  by 
the  change  in  the  law. 


Average  per  capita  giving 
to  churches 


Year 

Gift 

1967  Dollars 

1961 

$  69.00 

$77.01 

1971 

$103.94 

$85.69 

1981 

$239.71 

$88.00 

1982 

$261.95 

$90.60 

1983 

$278.67 

$93.39 

1984 

$300.40 

$96.56 

1985 

$321.77 

$99.87 

Source:  Yearbook  of  Americas  and  Canadian  Cbnrcbei  1187 


data  show.  The  average  contribution  was 
$69  in  1961. 

But  when  the  gifts  are  compared  in 
constant  1967  dollars,  the  value  of  the  av¬ 
erage  contribution  has  gone  up  only  29.7 
percent— from  $77.01  in  1961  to  $99.87  in 
1985,  the  yearbook  shows. 

Actual  giving  to  nine  mainline  U.S. 
Protestant  denominations  in  the  42  re¬ 


porting  increased  by  7.9  percent  in  1985 
over  1984,  the  yearbook  indicates.  The 
combined  membership  in  those  same 
nine  churches  declined  by  0.84  percent 
over  that  period. 

The  Episcopal  Church  registered  the 
highest  percentage  of  increased  giving — 
10.99  percent  to  $1.04  billion. 

The  other  eight  increases  were: 

United  Methodist  Church  (7.9  percent  to 
$2.2  billion),  Lutheran  Church  in  America 
($7.82  percent  to  $642.7  million),  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S. A.)  (6.92  percent  to  $1.4  bil¬ 
lion),  United  Church  of  Christ  (6.2  percent 
to  $472  million),  American  Baptist 
Churches  (5.16  percent  to  $313.8  million), 
Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod  (4.34 
percent  to  $671.9  million),  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  (4.29  percent 
to  $315  million)  and  the  American  Luther¬ 
an  Church  (3.1  percent  to  $516  million). 

The  value  of  new  church  construction 
rose  from  $2.13  billion  in  1984  to  $2.41 
billion  in  1985,  the  yearbook  shows. 


The  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  the 
largest  U.S.  Protestant  body,  increased 
its  rolls  to  14.5  million  at  the  same  0.95 
percent  rate  as  U.S.  population  growth. 

Also  reporting  gains  in  1985  were  the 
Mennonite  Church  (0.91  percent  to 
91,167),  the  Wesleyan  Church  (0.46  per¬ 
cent  to  109,040),  Lutheran  Church-Mis¬ 
souri  Synod  (0.38  percent  to  2.6  million) 
and  the  Church  of  God,  Anderson,  Ind. 
(0.1  percent  to  185,593). 

Roman  Catholic  membership  went  up 
0.71  percent  to  52.7  million. 

Membership  figures  reported  by  the 
yearbook  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  1984  showed  a  net  loss  of  0.48 
percent  to  9.3  million.  The  drop  occurred 
even  though  the  nation’s  second  largest 
Protestant  denomination  added  its  37,483 
clergy  into  the  membership  total  for  the 
first  time  that  year. 

Other  denominations  showing  losses  in 
U.S.  membership  for  1985  included  the 
Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance  (2.27 
percent  to  227,846),  Christian  Reformed 
Church  (2.12  percent  to  19,988),  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  (U.S. A.)  (1.42  percent  to  3 
million),  Episcopal  Church  (1.3  percent 
to  2.7  million),  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  (0.42  percent  to  2.9  million)  and 
the  American  Lutheran  Church  (0.33  per¬ 
cent  to  2.3  million). 

Within  the  past  month  The  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  and  the  American 
Lutheran  Church  and  one  smaller  Lu¬ 
theran  body  have  merged  to  become  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Ameri¬ 
ca. 

The  NCC  prepares  the  yearbook  annu¬ 
ally.  Council  officials  say  it  is  the  only 
comprehensive  source  of  statistics  on  re¬ 
ligious  organizations  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 


U.S.  Religious  Practice  1985 

U.S.  population 


Church 

membership 


Average 

weekly 

church 

attendance 


238.7 

million 


142.9  100.3 

million  million 


Source:  Yearbook  of  American  and  Canadian  Churches  1987 

Reporter  chart 


Cuban  bishop  adds  wrinkle 
to  UMC’s  pensions  picture 


LYNN  ITEM  PHOTO  BY  BOB  CROSBY 


Busy  street  stops  for  God’s  moving  work  to  be  done 

LYNN,  Mass.— The  hurry  and  bustle  of  downtown  Lynn  came  to  a  halt  late  last  month  when  a  three-story 
church-owned  house  was  moved  to  a  new  location.  The  house  was  donated  by  Broadway  United  Methodist  Church 
to  Habitat  for  Humanity,  a  non-profit  organization  that  builds  or  renovates  houses  for  the  poor  and  homeless. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

A  new  piece  may  be  added  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  pension  picture. 

But  because  of  the  U.S.  government’s 
currency  blockade  of  Cuba,  it  will  take  a 
circuitous  route  to  fit  the  piece  even  if 
church  officials  agree  that  it  belongs  in 
the  picture. 

Bishop  Armando  Rodriguez  of  the 
now-autonomous  Cuban  Methodist 
Church  recently  asked  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  treasury  agency  to  pay 
Cuban  pastors  or  surviving  spouses  pen¬ 
sion  monies  that  those  pastors  earned 
for  service  in  The  Methodist  Church 
more  than  30  years  ago. 

The  white-haired  Bishop  Rodriguez, 
episcopal  leader  of  the  Cuban  church  for 
23  years,  told  the  Reporter  that  about  30 
pastors  and  surviving  spouses  would  be 
affected. 

Officials  of  the  United  Methodist  pen¬ 
sions  agency  estimated  the  total  pension 
liability  at  the  proposed  rate  of  $125  per 
year  of  service  would  be  $333,988.48  as  of 
Jan.  1,  1989— or  first-year  (1989)  pay¬ 
ments  to  pensioners  of  $15,000. 

U.S.  foreign  policy  makes  payment  of 
that  money  difficult. 

“Basically,  financial  transactions  with 
Cuba  are  prohibited  in  the  absence  of  a 
license  from  the  Treasury  Department 
authorizing  such  transactions,"  said  Stu¬ 
art  Lippe,  a  U.S.  State  Department  em¬ 
ployee  specializing  in  Cuban  affairs. 

The  policy  is  designed  to  keep  dollars 
out  of  the  hands  of  Cuban  leader  Fidel 
Castro,  he  said. 

David  Dolsen,  acting  chairman  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration  task  force  before  which  Bishop 
Rodriguez  appeared,  told  the  Reporter, 
“We  really  haven’t  made  any  decision 
concerning  the  Cuba  pensions.” 

He  said  last  week  that  the  item  will  be 
considered  at  the  council’s  December 


meeting  when  the  denomination’s  budget 
for  1989-1992  will  be  firmed  up  for  pre¬ 
sentation  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

At  the  time  Bishop  Rodriguez  made 
his  plea  to  the  task  force,  church  trea¬ 
sury  officials  had  not  determined  if  there 
was  a  “clear,  legal  way”  to  pay  pensions 
to  those  pastors  who  stayed  in  Cuba  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Cuban  revolution,  Mr.  Dolsen 
said. 

Gary  Bowen,  an  official  in  the 
church’s  treasury  office,  has  since  said 
there  apparently  is  an  avenue  open  to 
send  pension  benefits  to  Cuban  clergy. 

“The  (Methodist)  church  in  Cuba  has 
an  account,  in  a  Canadian  bank  holding 
U.S.  dollars,”  Mr.  Bowen  said,  meaning 
the  bank  apparently  can  use  normal  in¬ 
ternational  banking  practices  to  pay 
clergy  pensions  in  Cuban  pesos. 

“There  is  no  problem,”  Mr.  Bowen 
said.  “It  isn’t  breaking  the  law  as  far  as 
the  currency  embargo  goes." 

It  would  be  necessary  to  route  pension 
monies  through  Canada  or  some  other 
country  because  it  is  against  the  law,  ex¬ 
cept  in  certain  circumstances,  to  send 
actual  U.S.  dollars  into  communist  Cuba. 

Elizabeth  Farrow,  a  licensing  officer 
for  the  U.S.  Treasury  Department,  said, 
"An  application  can  be  made  to  our  office 
for  a  license  to  send  funds  to  people  in 
Cuba,  but  I  can  tell  you  that  the  chances 
of  getting  one  wouldn’t  be  very  good.” 

The  Cuban  pastors  had  contributed  to 
the  pension  fund  through  The  Methodist 
Church’s  Florida  episcopal  area  before 
the  Cuban  Annual  Conference  became 
autonomous  July  1,  1968,  Bishop  Rodri¬ 
guez  said. 

Pastors  who  left  Cuba  following  the 
revolution  in  1959  and  became  ministers 
in  The  Methodist  Church  received  credit 
for  the  Cuba  portion  of  their  service,  said 
Raul  Alegria  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions. 
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Superior  Quality  Guaranteed 
Satisfaction  Free  Color  Catalog 
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Televangelism  labeled  ‘substitute  for  real  thing’ 

UM  author  cites  ‘ tremendous  burden ’  on  local  church 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Recent  scandals  among  TV  evange¬ 
lists  place  a  tremendous  burden  on  local 
churches  to  minister  to  people  through  a 
real  Christian  fellowship,  says  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  author  of  a  new  book. 

In  "Television  and  Religion:  The  Shap¬ 
ing  of  Faith,  Values  and  Culture,”  the 
Rev.  William  F.  Fore  says  television 
shows  produced  by  prime-time  preach¬ 
ers  are  just  a  substitute  for  the  real  ex¬ 
perience  of  a  community  of  faith. 


CLAS. 

SIFIED 

RATES.  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
,  proved  in  advance. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel¬ 
ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool,  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
all  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

.  15-DAY  METHODIST  TOUR.  England  and  Wales 
$1745,  all  inclusive  from  Houston.  Sept.  7-21,  1987. 
For  brochure  contact  Leonard  Negrin,  2101  Dis- 
muke,  Houston.  TX  77023,  (713)  928-3391/645-8944. 

DO  YOU  WANT  TO  CARVE  OUT  A  NICHE  in 

Christian  Education?  If  so,  Hennepin  Avenue  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Chruch  is  accepting  applications  for 
full-time  certified  Director  of  Christian  Education 
for  a  growing  metropolitan  congregation  of  3,000 
members.  Desire  person  with  a  Christian  commit¬ 
ment  and  love  for  people.  Parish  is  progressive 
and  challenging  with  children's  day  care  program 
and  lakeside  retreat  center.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  The  Reverend  David  T.  Scoates, 
Hennepin  Avtnue  United  Methodist  Church,  Lyn- 
dale  at  Groveland.  Minneapolis,  MN  55403 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  sought  to  contin¬ 
ue  an  active  youth  program  for  FUMC  in  beautiful 
West  Texas  town  of  Canadian.  Salary  commensu¬ 
rate  with  education  and  experience.  Send  resume 
to  First  UMC.  Box  1343,  Canadian.  TX  79014.  (806) 

,  323-6758. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  Worship  at  First 
"Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  ii  Canal 
.  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  in  part-time  of  full-time 
position.  Historic  downtown  First  UMC.  Send  in- 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  PRESCHOOL/Day 
Care  program  for  3,700-member  church  in  N.E.  Okla- 
;homa  Desire  professional  education  and  experience. 
Salary  negotiable.  Position  open  this  fall.  Call  Senior 
Associate  Minister  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155. 

33602(813)229-6511  | 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  Gulfside  Methodist  As¬ 
sembly,  Waveland,  Mississippi.  Campus  located  on 
Gulf  of  Mexico  with  program  emphasis  on  leader¬ 
ship  development.  Job  description  on  request. 
Open  to  lay  persons  or  clergy.  Deadline:  July  15. 
Inquire.  Search  Committee,  c/o  Charles  Kellogg. 

10  Olin  Drive.  Spring  Valley,  NY  10977. 

NEW  FUND-RAISING  OPPORTUNITY  for  mis¬ 
sions,  UMW,  youth  ...available  Fall  '87.  Two  color 
cross  and  flame  hanging  air  fresheners  for  car/ 
truck/RV.  Information:  Trevose  United  Methodist 
Church.  Box  F  151,  Feasterville,  PA  19047.  Proven 
Fund  Raiser. 

FULL-TIME  PERSON  to  direct  ministries  for 
youth  and  coordinate  family-life-center  ministries 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED  by  1,700-member 
church  in  southwest  Florida.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  and  photo  to  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church,  400  East  Field  Avenue,  Venice,  FL  33595. 

United  Methodist  Church  of  Grapevine,  Texas,  lo¬ 
cated  between  Dallas  and  Fort  Worth.  Clergy  or 
lay,  salary  negotiable.  Immediate  opening.  Con¬ 
tact  Larry  Van  Zile.  422  Church  Street.  Grapevine, 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/ Pro- 

gram,  First  United  Methodist  Church  Kissimmee. 
Fla.  Growing  church  with  1,500  members.  Cre¬ 
ative,  innovative  person  with  education  and  pro¬ 
gram  skills.  Salary  negotiable  with  benefits.  Send 
resume  to  Sr.  Pastor,  PO  Box  669,  Kissimmee,  FL. 
32741  along  with  references. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507 

1.000-MEMBER  CHURCH  has  an  opening  for  the 
position  of  Director  of  Christian  Education  and 
Youth  Ministries,  or  Youth  Music  and  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries.  Please  send  inquiries  to  Search  Committee, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  422  South  Magno¬ 
lia,  Palestine.  TX  75801. 

pamphlet,  cassette  tape  and  reference  testament. 
Explains  biochemical  addiction  process  and  out¬ 
lines  a  Christian  recovery  based  on  prayer  and 
works.  Excellent  to  forward  to  those  in  need.  Su¬ 
perb  for  pastor's  library  $6.00  Performance  Min¬ 
istries,  Box  20973,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73156. 

“Only  in  a  real  Christian  fellowship 
can  people  interact  and  work  out  their 
salvation  together,”  he  said.  “The  local 
church  is  where  this  must  take  place. 

“The  Gospel  simply  cannot  meet  peo¬ 
ple’s  basic  needs  for  recognition,  involve¬ 
ment,  worthiness,  growth  and,  indeed,  for 
salvation,  without  person-to-person  inter¬ 
action  over  a  long  period  of  time.” 

TV  ‘replaces’  church 

But  Dr.  Fore,  chief  communications 
executive  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  warned  that  it  won’t  be  easy 
for  the  local  church  to  assert  its  role  be¬ 
cause  “the  power  of  the  church  to  pro¬ 
vide  spiritual  and  moral  guidance  has 
been  replaced  by  television.” 

When  asked,  “What  can  United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  other  mainline  denominations 
do  to  reassure  people  that  televangelists 
are  not  the  norm  for  American  reli¬ 
gion?"  Dr.  Fore  said  the  answer  lies  in 
the  local  church. 

“I  think  that  is  not  a  big  problem  for 
American  religion,  because  people  know 
that  prime-time  preachers  are  not  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  organized  church,”  he 
said. 

“We  underestimate  the  native  smarts 
of  the  average  person.  They  know  there 
is  a  difference  between  First  United 
Methodist  and  Oral  Roberts,  Jimmy 
Swaggart  or  Jim  Bakker.  I  think  most 
people  understand  that  the  electronic 
church  is  a  small  phenomenon.” 

Dr.  Fore  acknowledged  that  some  peo¬ 
ple  in  mainline  denominations,  including 
the  UMC,  have  been  asking  for  years, 
“Where  is  our  electronic  church?” 

"But  I  say,  if  you  can’t  beat  them, 
don’t  join  ’em,”  he  said. 

"I  think  it  is  important  that  the  local 
television  station  meet  the  needs  of  the 
community  through  religious  program¬ 
ming.  But  we  should  not  expect  the  local 
Methodist  church  service  on  Sunday 
morning  to  be  like  the  national  religious 
programming. 


"When  we  produce  religious  broadcast¬ 
ing,  we  must  remember  that  you  can’t  be 
boring.  I  think  “Catch  the  Spirit’  is  doing  a 
great  job.  But  we  shouldn’t  expect  it  to  be 
a  prime-time  fixture  on  TV.  If  it  were,  it 
would  have  lost  its  message.” 

TV  does  more  harm  than  good 

On  the  specific  point  of  his  new  book, 
Dr.  Fore,  a  clergy  member  of  the  Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  Annual  Conference,  told 
the  Reporter  it  may  be  true  that  a  par¬ 
ticular  syndicated  religious  show  may  be 
of  help  to  some  individuals.  But  "reli¬ 
gious  broadcasting  by  televangelists 
does  more  harm  than  good.”  he  said. 

In  his  chapter  on  “The  Electronic 
Church  and  its  Audience,"  Dr.  Fore  iden¬ 
tifies  two  positive  contributions  made  by 
the  electronic  church  and  five  negative 
consequences. 

"First,  the  electronic  church  has  de¬ 
veloped  an  extremely  accurate  diagnosis 
of  the  spiritual  hunger  of  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  reacting  against  the  inhu¬ 
man  and  un-Christian  worldview  of  our 
media  culture,”  wrote  Dr.  Fore.  "The  TV 
evangelists  understand  that  people  are 
hurting  because  they  feel  ignored  and 
not  needed.” 

He  said  mainline  churches  have  failed 
to  identify  with  these  people.  Mainline 
churches  have  failed  to  minister  to  their 
needs  and,  in  fact,  are  perceived  by 
many  to  be  part  of  the  problem. 

“Second,  the  electronic  church  has 
fashioned  a  number  of  new  models  of  in¬ 
teractive  communication  that  creatively 
combine  new  technologies  and  religion,” 
Dr.  Fore  writes.  “Whole  new  systems  of 
communications  have  been  invented 
which  the  mainline  churches  have  al¬ 
most  totally  ignored.” 

But  the  electronic  church  has  failed  to 
meet  the  needs  of  its  viewers,  he  said. 
That's  because  it  has  not  taken  seriously 
enough  the  demonic  nature  of  television 
and  because  it  has  an  inadequate  under¬ 
standing  of  the  Christian  Gospel. 


“The  demonic  affirms  that  which  is 
less  than  God  and  pretends  it  is  God: 
money,  power,  prestige,’’  writes  Dr. 
Fore.  "It  operates  in  the  individual’s 
willful  yielding  to  the  temptation  to  give 
rein  to  the  libido  of  sensuality,  of  power, 
and  of  knowledge,  and  it  operates  even 
more  powerfully  in  human  institutions 
than  individuals. 

“I  am  not  saying  that  all  television  is 
the  work  of  the  devil.  I  feel  that  the  pow¬ 
er  and  perversion  of  commercial  televi¬ 
sion  has  the  potential  to  destroy  Christian 
values.  Televangelists  thought  that  they 
could  use  TV  to  develop  their  ministries. 
Instead,  they  were  used  by  TV.” 

Gospel  not  understood 

The  electronic  church  does  not  under¬ 
stand  the  Gospel,  Dr.  Fore  said,  because: 

1.  The  electronic  church  separates 
people  from  their  own  communities. 

2.  The  electronic  church  doesn’t  do 
good  evangelism.  Syndicated  religious 
programming  has  “more  value  as  en¬ 
couragement  to  the  faithful  than  evange¬ 
lism  to  the  world,”  Dr.  Fore  writes.  Also, 
he  says  that  most  studies  on  evangelism 


reveal  that  people  come  to  church  when 
someone  invites  them,  or  “. . .  because  of 
strong  pastoral  leadership." 

3.  The  electronic  church  has  become  a 
captive  of  the  commercial  broadcasting 
system  and  its  demands. 

4.  Values  implicit  in  most  successful 
electronic-church  programs  are  actually 
the  values  of  secular  society  the  elec¬ 
tronic  church  pretends  to  reject. 

5.  The  electronic  church  is  driving  re¬ 
ligious  diversity  off  the  air.  Only  wealthy 
radio  and  TV  preachers  can  afford  air 
time. 

"Today  approximately  8  percent  of  ra¬ 
dio  and  TV  air  time  is  available  without 
charge,”  writes  Dr.  Fore.  “The  rest  is 
available  to  the  highest  bidder,  without  re¬ 
gard  to  whether  the  program  relates  to 
the  needs  and  interests  of  the  community.” 

Dr.  Fore  said  he  decided  to  write  the 
book  after  several  people  requested  that 
he  compile  his  commentaries  written  be¬ 
tween  1971-85  for  “The  Christian  Century” 
and  "Christianity  and  Crisis"  magazines. 

While  on  a  six-month  sabbatical,  he 
compiled  the  published  articles  on  “TV 
and  religion"  and  added  current  research 
on  the  electronic  church  and  other  obser¬ 
vations  from  his  30  years  of  media  work. 


Who  watches  TV  religion? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
The  Rev.  William  F.  Fore,  author  of  a 
new  book  on  television  and  religion, 
writes,  “The  audience  for  religious  pro¬ 
grams  on  television  is  not  an  essentially 
new,  or  young,  or  varied  audience.  View¬ 
ers  of  religious  programs  are  by  and 
large  also  the  believers,  the  churchgoers, 
the  contributors. . . .” 

In  presenting  a  profile  of  the  electron¬ 
ic  church  audience,  Dr.  Fore  cites  a 
study  done  in  1984  by  the  Annenberg 
School  of  Communications  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Gallup  Or¬ 
ganization  of  Princeton,  N.J. 

“The  Annenburg  study  reported  that 
the  average  viewers  are  somewhat  older, 


lower  in  education  and  income,  more 
conservative,  more  ‘fundamentalist’  and 
more  likely  to  live  in  rural  areas  of  the 
South  and  Midwest  than  are  non- viewers. 

“Heavy  viewers  (those  who  watch  one 
hour  or  more  per  week)  are  largely 
Southern  Baptist  (19  percent)  and  other 
Baptists  (21  percent),  followed  by  charis¬ 
matic  Christians  (10.5  percent),  Catholics 
(10  percent).  United  Methodists  (8.3  per¬ 
cent)  and  other  Methodists  (7.1  percent). 

"The  rest  of  the  mainline  churches, 
such  as  Presbyterian,  Lutheran,  Disci¬ 
ples,  United  Church  of  Christ  and  Episco¬ 
palian,  each  make  up  less  than  2  percent 
of  the  viewing  audience.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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UM-fiinded  study  reveals  children’s  deaths 
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the  church  today 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— More  than  1,000  South 
African  children  have  been  shot  by  po¬ 
lice  ...  up  to  10,000  children  have  been 
detained  without  trial . . .  torture  of  chil¬ 
dren  is  intensifying  ...  as  many  as  50,000 
black  children  are  likely  to  die  of  starva¬ 
tion  this  year. 

This  information  is  contained  in  “Chil¬ 
dren  Under  Apartheid,"  a  new  study  issued 
by  Defense  for  Children  Interna tional-USA, 
based  in  Brooklyn,  and  made  possible  with 
funds  from  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  through  its  World  and 
Women’s  Divisions. 

"Children  are  dying  in  South  Africa 
not  just  because  of  a  lack  of  resources  or 
even  because  of  indifference  to  their 
condition,  but  as  the  deliberate  result  of 
an  inhuman  and  repressive  policy,” 
charges  Michael  Jupp,  author  of  “Chil¬ 


Balloons  find 
friendly  spots 
to  fall  overseas 

When  a  meteorologist  in  Washing¬ 
ton  heard  where  two  helium  bal¬ 
loons  launched  from  a  United 
Methodist  church  in  Gaithersburg, 
Md.,  ended  up— one  in  Italy  and  an¬ 
other  in  Tanzania— he  told  a  report¬ 
er  it  was  "possible  but  so  rare  as  to 
be  incredible.” 

“We  all  know  that  God  works  in 
incredible  ways,”  said  Brenda  Aja- 
mian,  director  of  youth  ministries  at 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Gaithersburg. 

Ms.  Ajamian’s  youth  group 
launched  200  helium-filled  balloons 
Palm  Sunday.  Each  had  a  note  at¬ 
tached  that  read:  “Rejoice  Christ  is 
Risen— Palm  Sunday  1987.” 

The  back  of  the  note,  containing 
the  church’s  address,  asked  recipi¬ 
ents  to  let  the  church  know  where 
they  found  the  balloons. 

The  church  got  back  11  respons¬ 
es— nine  from  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey  and  the  two  “incredi¬ 
ble”  ones  from  Italy  and  Tanzania. 

The  card  from  Italy  read,  in  Eng- 
lish:“I  got  this  card  May  20,  and  I  re¬ 
joice  with  you  because  Christ  is 
risen  and  alive.” 

The  finder  of  the  balloon,  EHisabetta 
Menna  of  Assisi,  added  that  she  had 
been  praying  “for  the  unity  of  us 
Christians"  since  the  World  Day  of 
Prayer  for  Peace  in  October  1986. 

Lao  Felipe  of  Mwana,  Tanzania, 
wrote  simply:  "He  is  risen  indeed.” 

Ms.  Ajamian,  a  missionary  for  15 
years  in  Lebanon  and  Egypt,  said 
she  was  particularly  excited  that  an 
apparent  Christian  found  the  bal¬ 
loon  in  Tanzania.  That’s  because  of 
the  pressure  that  Christians  live  un¬ 
der  in  Islamic  countries.  '* 

“We  don’t  know  what  kind  of 
problems  they  have,”  she  said.  “And 
here  out  of  the  clear  blue  sky  comes 
a  significant  message,  ‘Christ  is  Ris¬ 
en,’  to  give  them  hope.” 

Ms.  Ajamian  said  she  wasn’t  near¬ 
ly  as  surprised  as  the  meteorologist 
that  the  two  messages  traveled  so  far. 

“I  suspect  that  God  had  a  very 
good  reason  for  those  two  people  to 
read  that  message,”  she  said. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


dren  Under  Apartheid.”  “Children  are 
being  routinely  shot  and  killed  by  the  po¬ 
lice  under  mandate  of  ‘security.’  ” 

The  report’s  June  15  release  followed 
by  five  days  South  African  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  P.  W.  Botha’s  renewal  of  the  year-old 
nationwide  state  of  emergency.  Mr.  Bo¬ 
tha  said  at  that  time,  "The  security  of 
the  state  is  at  stake.” 

Mr.  Jupp’s  report  is  based  on  research 
and  personal  interviews  with  victims,  so¬ 
cial  workers,  doctors,  lawyers,  clergy 
and  community  leaders  in  South  Africa, 
both  black  and  white. 

Data  were  gathered  at  the  request  of 
the  World  Division’s  Office  of  Ministries 
with  Women  and  Children.  Printing  and 
distribution  was  made  possible  by  a 
grant  from  the  Women’s  Division. 

Defense  for  Children  International- 
USA  is  the  U.S.  arm  of  the  worldwide 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Representative  of  three  United  Meth¬ 
odist  agencies  with  ownership  interests 
in  Scarritt  Graduate  School  agreed  last 
month  not  to  comment  publicly  at  least 
for  a  while  about  negotiations  over  the 
Nashville  institution’s  future. 

The  school,  which  offers  graduate 
training  in  Christian  education  and 
church  music,  has  announced  plans  to 
move  its  programs  to  Duke  University 
and  sell  its  10.5-acre  campus  in  Nashville. 

“Significant  progress"  was  made  last 
month  “toward  satisfying  the  interests  of 
all  parties  in  regard  to  the  future  of 
Scarritt  and  the  Scarritt  property,”  a 
formal  statement  from  the  school  said. 

The  announcement  was  released  fol¬ 
lowing  a  daylong  meeting  involving  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration,  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  Scarritt. 

Negotiations  are  to  continue  through 
the  summer,  the  announcement  said.  An¬ 
other  meeting  is  planned  at  Scarritt  for 
Aug.  27. 

In  April,  executives  of  the  Women’s 
Division  took  steps  to  block  the  proposed 
sale  of  the  Scarritt  campus  (see  UMR, 
May  8).  Division  representatives  said 
they  would  push  Scarritt  trustees  to  keep 
the  Nashville  property  in  the  United 
Methodist  family  even  if  the  school 
aligns  itself  with  Duke  University  in 
Durham.  N.C. 


United  Methodist  churches  in  the  New 
Mexico  Annual  Conference  took  a  special 
offering  June  14  for  residents  of  one  of 
the  smallest  towns  in  the  conference— 
Saragosa,  Texas,  the  farming  community 
destroyed  by  a  May  22  tornado. 

Conference  officials  said  that  since 
most  of  the  devastated  community’s 
physical  needs  are  being  met  by  the  Red 
Cross  and  Salvation  Army,  as  well  as 
state  and  federal  agencies.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  funds  would  be  used  for  “long-term 
and  psychological  needs.” 

The  Rev.  Bill  Hutchinson,  superinten- 


children’s  rights  advocacy  movement; 
Defense  for  Children  International,  head¬ 
quartered  in  Geneva.  In  recent  years  the 
U.S.  arm  has  issued  major  reports  on 
children  in  prison,  commercial  sexual 
exploitation  of  children  and  child  labor. 

The  Rev.  M.  Stanley  Mogoba,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern 
Africa,  said  the  study  is  "well  researched 
and  covers  a  wide  spectrum  of  opinion." 

He  added:  "When  children  become  bru¬ 
talized,  an  entire  generation  becomes 
warped  and  its  future  and  that  of  its  coun¬ 
try  becomes  bleak. . . .  Thanks  to  this  semi¬ 
nal  book,  people  who  are  guilty  of  this 
heinous  crime  against  humanity  will  have 
their  consciences  to  contend  with.” 

Enid  Fourie,  head  of  women’s  minis¬ 
tries  for  the  Methodist  Church  of  South¬ 
ern  Africa,  said  Mr.  Jupp  “repudiates  all 
the  theories  and  obstinate  fanaticism  of 


In  February  Scarritt ’s  trustees  decid¬ 
ed  that  the  school  could  no  longer  be 
maintained  as  a  freestanding  institution, 
then  picked  Duke  as  a  potential  host  for 
their  two  graduate  programs  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  20). 

A  planned  Scarritt  Endowment  Foun¬ 
dation  would  contract  with  Duke  to  oper¬ 
ate  Scarritt  Center  for  Christian 
Education  and  Church  Music.  Start-up 
funds  for  the  endowment  would  come 
from  the  school’s  current  $4-million  en¬ 
dowment  and  proceeds  from  sale  of  the 
Nashville  property. 

The  Women’s  Division  claims  an  own¬ 
ership  interest  in  the  school  because 
Scarritt  was  founded  in  1892  by  the 
Women’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

The  Women’s  Division  says  that  it  and 
its  predecessor  groups  have  given  the 
school  more  than  $5  million  for  land, 
buildings  and  programs  over  95  years. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  paid  more  than  $4.7  mil¬ 
lion  in  World  Service  funds  to  Scarritt 
between  1952  and  1979. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  has  been  allocating 
$300,000  a  year  to  Scarritt  since  1984  to 
subsidize  the  school’s  operating  budget. 
That  money  comes  from  the  “Three  Col¬ 
lege-University  Fund,"  designed  to  aid 
Scarritt,  American  University  in  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Alaska  Pacific  University. 
Scarritt  has  received  the  major  share  of 
the  funds  for  several  years. 


dent  of  the  Odessa  District,  in  which  Sar¬ 
agosa  is  located,  said  UM  funds  would  be 
used  for  a  summer  recreation  program 
and  for  school  supplies  this  fall.  The 
summer  program  is  to  include  group 
counseling  for  children  and  a  permanent 
playground. 

“Youth  and  children  seem  very  affect¬ 
ed  by  this  tragedy,”  Mr.  Hutchinson  said. 
“We  need  to  help  them  deal  with  the 
guilt  and  trauma  they  seem  to  be  experi¬ 
encing  over  involvement  in  the  tragedy.” 

The  tornado  killed  29  people,  including 
six  children. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


arrogant  policies  and  punctures  them 
with  sharp  points  of  hard  fact.  Children 
are  particularly  vulnerable  to  the  harm¬ 
ful  effects  of  violence  and  abuse  and 
more  likely  to  have  their  personalities 
deformed.  ...  A  country  that  brutalizes 
its  children  will  reap  a  whirlwind.” 

Findings  from  the  report  will  be  intro¬ 
duced  at  the  June  25-26  Washington  sympo¬ 
sium  on  children  in  detention  in  South 
Africa,  to  be  held  in  the  Rayburn  Office 
Building.  It  is  being  sponsored  by  the  Law¬ 
yers’  Committee  on  Civil  Rights  Under  Law. 

Mr.  Jupp  obtained  affidavits  and  other 
documents  attesting  to  brutality  of  life  for 
children  in  South  African  jails,  including 
beatings  with  rifle  butts,  suffocation  with 
wet  nylon  bags  and  a  treatment  police  call 
the  “helicopter,”  in  which  the  victim  is  sus¬ 
pended  from  the  ceiling  by  chains  around 
the  wrist  and  spun  in  circles. 


Church  men 
show  thanks 
to  law  forces 

For  the  18th  year,  the  United 
Methodist  Men  of  Winnemucca, 
Nev.,  recently  said  “Thank  you”  to 
the  community’s  peace  officers. 

Since  1968,  the  Winnemucca  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  organization 
has  invited  police  officers,  sheriff’s 
deputies,  highway  patrolmen,  dis¬ 
trict  attorneys,  judges  and  probation 
officers — and  all  their  spouses — to  a 
dinner. 

The  annual  tribute  was  started, 
said  the  Rev.  Laurence  S.  Morley, 
the  church  pastor,  because  ‘‘the 
United  Methodist  Men  didn’t  feel 
that  Winnemucca  peace  officers 
were  getting  the  kind  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  they  deserved.” 

This  year  at  Winnemucca  Conven¬ 
tion  Center,  dinner  was  served  to  35 
officers  and  their  spouses. 

Although  one  United  Methodist 
Men  member  presents  a  devotional  as 
a  part  of  each  annual  program,  the 
program  is  typically  light,  United 
Methodist  layman  Joe  Gough  said. 

This  year,  a  Laurel  and  Hardy 
comedy  about  a  pair  of  cops  who  ar¬ 
rested  all  the  wrong  people  was  jok¬ 
ingly  introduced  “as  a  training  film 
for  the  new  police  chief,”  Mr.  Mor¬ 
ley  said. 

Officer  Robert  D.  Davidson,  a 
spokesman  for  the  Winnemucca  Po¬ 
lice  Officers  Association,  thanked  the 
dinner’s  sponsors  in  a  letter  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Humbolt  (Nev.)  “Sun.” 

“As  usual,”  Mr.  Davidson  said, 
“the  food  was  great  and  the  fellow¬ 
ship  was  excellent.  Your  support 
and  encouragement  mean  more 
than  words  can  say.” 

Sponsors  of  the  peace  officers’ 
tribute  think  it  would  be  a  good 
model  for  other  United  Methodist 
Men’s  organizations  to  adopt. 

“When  was  the  last  time  you  said, 
‘Thank  you,’  to  any  peace  officer?” 
United  Methodist  layman  Vincent  S. 
Callaway  asked.  “A  year  ago?  Never? 

“Other  United  Methodist  Men’s 
groups  may  want  to  say,  ‘Thank 
you,’  to  the  peace  officers  in  their 
area  (in  the  same  way).” 

—GLEN  LARUM 


Ongoing  limits  on  ordination 
favored  by  many  conferences 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Early  reports 
from  1987  sessions  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  regional  bodies  indicate  strong  sen¬ 
timent  to  continue  the  church’s  bar  on 
ordination  or  appointment  of  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals.” 

At  least  eight  of  the  73  annual  confer¬ 
ences  have  asked  for  retention  of  the 
present  Book  of  Discipline  rule.  As  re¬ 
ported  to  “Newscope”  and  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service,  the  eight  are 
Alabama-West  Florida;  Detroit;  Ken¬ 
tucky;  Florida;  Louisville;  North  Dakota; 
Southern  Illinois  and  Northwest  Texas. 

Evangelism  seminar  to  attract 
participants  from  30  countries 

ATLANTA— More  than  100  delegates 
from  some  30  countries  are  to  attend  the 
3rd  International  Seminar  on  World 
Evangelism  June  22  to  July  3  at  UM-re- 
lated  Emory  University. 

The  seminar  is  designed  to  equip  pas¬ 
tors  and  laity  for  evangelical  witness 
and  to  help  them  expand  the  ministry  of 
their  local  churches,  said  the  Rev.  Julia 
D'Andrea,  a  member  of  the  seminar  fac¬ 
ulty.  The  theme  for  the  two  weeks  of 
classes  and  workshops  is  “The  Holy  Spir¬ 
it  in  World  Evangelization.” 

The  seminar  is  sponsored  by  the  Insti¬ 
tute  for  World  Evangelism,  a  coopera¬ 
tive  program  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  and  Emory’s  Candler  School  of 
Theology. 

Health  and  welfare  ministry 
grants  to  be  made  to  churches 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Grants  of 
$20,000  each  will  be  made  to  five  local 
churches  submitting  the  most  “creative 
health  and  welfare  ministry”  to  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  major  requirement  of  the  propos¬ 
als  is  that  they  meet  a  specific  human 
need  not  presently  being  met  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  proposed  ministry  should 
provide  healing,  administer  justice,  and 
“fill  the  circumstances  of  life  with  the 
peace  of  God’s  presence,”  according  to 
the  Rev.  Charles  P.  Kellogg,  executive 
secretary  in  the  Health  and  Welfare  Min¬ 
istries  Department. 

Application  forms  are  available  from 
Mr.  Kellogg,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room 
350,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115,  (212)  870-3910. 
Deadline  for  submissions  is  Aug.  31. 

Dallas  church  asks  bishop 
to  appoint  new  minister 

DALLAS— Officials  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  without  a  senior  minis¬ 
ter  since  the  Rev.  Walker  Railey  was 
placed  on  a  leave  of  absence  May  5,  asked 
Bishop  John  Russell  (Dallas-Fort  Worth 
Area)  last  week  “to  begin  the  process  of 
appointment  of  a  new  senior  minister.” 

Dr.  Railey,  39,  whose  wife,  Peggy,  was 
strangled  nearly  to  death  April  21,  was 
himself  hospitalized  following  a  suicide 
attempt  May  1  and  has  since  transferred 
to  a  psychiatric  hospital.  His  wife  re¬ 
mains  in  a  coma. 

He  has  taken  three  polygraph  tests,  in¬ 
cluding  one  in  Salt  Lake  City  June  9,  in 
an  attempt  to  clear  himself  of  any  con¬ 
nection  with  the  attack  on  his  wife.  Dal¬ 
las  police  continue  to  seek  to  interview 
Dr.  Railey  about  his  actions  the  night  his 


wife  was  assaulted. 

At  a  press  conference  June  11,  Ralph 
Shannon,  chairman  of  the  church’s  pas¬ 
tor-parish  relations  committee,  said  hfe 
expected  the  new  minister  to  be  named 
"within  two  or  three  months.” 

Youth  from  Wesley  tradition  : » 
to  meet  in  Australia 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Youth  from 
churches  in  the  Wesley  tradition  around 
the  world  will  gather  June  30-July  7  near 
Brisbane,  Australia,  for  an  international 
conference. 

About  1,200  persons  ages  17-30  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  attend  the  meeting  at  Mt.  Tam- 
borine.  The  conference,  the  third  event 
of  its  kind,  is  sponsored  by  the  Worid[ 
Methodist  Council's  evangelism  an<j 
youth  committees. 

Shirley  Clement,  a  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship  staff  member,  said 
the  gathering  is  planned  to  enable  the 
youth  to  develop  a  global  perspective  On 
issues  and  to  provide  a  setting  for  malt¬ 
ing  new  or  renewed  commitments  to  the 
Christian  faith. 

Pastors  from  8  states  ponder 
starting  church-growth  network \ 

Nine  UM  pastors  from  eight  states  and 
a  seminary  professor  have  formed  a 
group  to  consider  starting  an  unofficial, 
denominationwide  system  for  exchang¬ 
ing  ideas  about  church  growth. 

The  10  are  to  spend  the  next  sevep 
months  testing  interest  in  a  church- 
growth  network  among  pastors  in  their 
regions,  said  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Robert’ 
son,  head  of  the  organizing  committee. 

Organizers  are  to  meet  in  Chicago  ip 
January  at  the  biennial  UM  Council  ori 
Evangelism  to  discuss  their  findings,  said 
Dr.  Robertson,  pastor  of  New  World  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Garland,  Texas. 
Then  they  are  to  decide  if  enough  interest 
exists  to  continue  the  organizing  effort. 

The  Rev.  Joe  A.  Harding,  supervisor  of 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  “Growth  Plus” 
program,  said  he  encourages  all  people 
interested  in  making  Christian  disciples 
“to  be  supportive  of  each  other.”  But  he! 
said  he  hoped  people  would  not  confuse! 
the  “Growth  Plus”  network  of  consul-! 
tants  with  the  unofficial  network.  ! 

Chinese- American  named 
to  Global  Ministries  staff  ; 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— The  Rev( 
Moses  Lee,  a  Chinese-American  clergy-; 
man,  will  be  a  new  staff  member  of  the; 
National  Division  of  the  General  Board; 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Mr.  Lee,  54,  will  be  assigned  July  1  as; 
racial  and  ethnic  minorities  program; 
secretary  for  Asian-Americans. 

He  has  been  a  pastor  of  the  Chinese; 
United  Methodist  Church  of  New  York; 
for  about  21  years  and  says  the  14  Chi-; 
nese  United  Methodist  churches  in  the; 
United  States  have  about  3,000  members.; 

Baptist  fellowship  to  send 
100,000  Bibles  to  Soviet  Union 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)-An  interna-! 
tional  fellowship  of  Baptists  has  an¬ 
nounced  plans  to  send  100,000! 
Russian-language  Bibles  to  Christians  in 
the  Soviet  Union.  ! 

The  Baptist  World  Alliance  said  it  wilt 
be  the  largest  such  shipment  ever  and 
will  mark  the  1000th  anniversary  of  the! 
Russian  Orthodox  Church  next  year. 


Damper  placed  on  talk 
about  Scarritt’s  future 


Saragosa  offering  received 


Minister-grandad  stayed  2  months , 


By  ROBERTA  DONOVAN 

LEWISTOWN,  Mont.— Jack  and  Mar¬ 
lene  Payne  have  been  devoted  members 
of  the  Lewistown  United  Methodist 
Church  for  30  years. 

There’s  nothing  unusual  about  that  ex¬ 
cept  that  Jack  probably  owes  his  pres¬ 
ence  in  Montana  today  to  an  experience 
that  left  a  lasting  impression  on  his 
grandfather,  the  Rev.  Alfred  S.  Payne,  in 
1892.  He  once  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Lewistown  church. 

“I  can  remember  as  a  boy  hearing  my 
Dad  tell  how  his  father  had  been  a  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  in  Montana,”  said  Jack,  a 
native  of  the  state. 

“He  may  have  mentioned  that  it  was 
Lewistown,  but  it  didn’t  register,”  he 
added. 

Jack  and  Marlene  Payne  joined  the 
church  shortly  after  moving  there  in 
1957.  When  Jack’s  parents— Roy  and 
Helen  Payne— came  to  spend  the  next 


Thanksgiving  holiday  with  them,  Jack’s 
father  said  he  would  like  “to  go  by  and 
see  the  church  where  your  grandfather 
preached.”  Then  it  dawned  on  Jack  that 
it  was  the  same  church  he  and  his  wife 
had  joined. 

Grandfather  stays  2  months 

Jack’s  grandfather  stayed  in  Montana 
less  than  two  months  before  returning  to 
his  home  in  Kansas,  disillusioned  by 
what  he  found  in  the  tiny  frontier  com¬ 
munity. 

Alfred  had  been  promised  an  $800  a 
year  salary— considered  adequate  in 
those  days— at  the  church  that  had  been 
without  a  pastor  for  several  months. 

The  problem  was  that  the  people  were 
unable  to  pay  it. 

What  Alfred  also  didn’t  know  when  he 
left  his  wife  and  two  children  in  Kansas 
for  Montana  was  that  his  two  churches — 
Lewiston  and  the  nearby  community  of 


Cottonwood— had  fewer  than  10  mem¬ 
bers  each.  And  there  was  no  parsonage. 

“I  came  very  near  starting  home  last 
week,”  he  wrote  to  his  wife,  "as  I  found 
out  that  I  have  been  deceived  all  around 
and  it  came  to  my  knowledge  that  the 
people  here  cannot  raise  $800  without  de¬ 
pending  largely  on  outside  help,  and  that 
is  uncertain.” 

In  the  letters  to  his  wife,  he  indicated 
that  he  was  not  impressed  by  the  Lewis¬ 
town  community  of  1892. 

“Society  in  general  is  of  the  poorest 
kind,”  he  wrote.  “There  are  many  di¬ 
vorce  cases,  and  separations  and  many 
things  happen  socially  that  I  cannot 
write  in  a  letter. 

“There  are  14  places  where  liquor  is 
sold  in  this  town,  and  I  know  you  would 
not  like  that. 

“While  the  people  need  the  Gospel 
very  much,  yet  there  are  not  many  who 
appreciate  it,  and  it  will  be  hard  to  get 


Montana  proved  tough  spot  in  1890s 


The  Rev.  Alfred  S.  Payne’s  defection 
from  the  North  Montana  mission  field  in 
1892  (see  separate  story)  was  not  unusual. 

Not  all  pastors  recruited  there  through 
the  “father”  of  Montana  Methodism, 
William  Wesley  Van  Orsdel,  put  down 
roots  in  Montana. 

Mr.  Van  Orsdel,  affectionately  known 
throughout  the  state  as  “Brother  Van,”  is 
revered  as  one  of  Montana's  “giants”  for 
founding  churches,  hospitals  and  schools. 

But  he  had  a  reputation  for  painting  an 
“optimistic’’  picture  of  his  beloved, 
adopted  state. 

Many  Methodist  preachers  “Brother 
Van”  recruited  in  the  late  1800s  and  ear¬ 
ly  1900s  never  shared  that  enthusiasm, 
historian  Myron  J.  Fogde  wrote  in  1972 
in  “Montana,  The  Magazine  of  Western 
History.” 

Mr.  Van  Orsdel  “was  always  persua¬ 
sive  enough  to  get  trained  men  (college 
and  seminary  graduates)  to  come  out  to 
Montana  and  try  it  for  awhile,”  Dr. 
Fogde  wrote.  "He  was  not,  to  his  great 
disappointment,  able  to  get  many  to 
stay.” 

Mr.  Van  Orsdel  is  frequently  quoted  as 
telling  pastors,  "God  will  provide.”  (At 


The  Rev.  Alfred  S.  Payne 


the  turn  of  the  century  the  average  sala¬ 
ry  paid  in  Montana  Methodism  was  $667, 
according  to  official  figures  of  the  Mon¬ 
tana  Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.) 

"There  were  sometimes  complaints 
that  Mr.  Van  Orsdel  was  more  interested 


in  church  benevolences  . . .  than  he  was 
in  pastoral  salaries,”  Dr.  Fogde  wrote. 

A  lifelong  bachelor,  Mr.  Van  Orsdel 
had  almost  all  of  his  own  needs  met  in 
the  hospitality  of  Montanans,  several  of 
whom  had  a  special  room  in  their  homes 
called  “Brother  Van’s  room.” 

In  addition  to  an  offhanded  approach 
to  the  ever-present  financial  distress 
many  early-day  Methodist  preachers 
faced,  Mr.  Van  Orsdel  had  a  reputation 
as  having  a  “rather  casual  attitude  about 
the  state  of  parsonages,”  Dr.  Fogde  said. 

“Brother  Van”  promised  one  young  re¬ 
cruit  who  came  to  the  state  in  1902  that 
he  would  be  provided  a  “good  and  well 
furnished"  parsonage.  The  recruit  and 
his  wife  found  instead  a  frame  shack 
built  by  an  amateur  carpenter  out  of 
green  lumber. 

Dr.  Fogde  said,  “When  Brother  Van 
paid  them  his  first  visit,  the  pastor  re¬ 
members  him  saying:  ‘Do  you  think  I 
misrepresented  the  parsonage  situation? 
Sometimes  I  am  told  I  am  not  exactly 
truthful ^about  these  things.’  The  pastor 
recalls  that  his  polite  response  was:  ‘No, 
but  you  were  too  optimistic.’  ” 

-GLEN  LARUM 


pair  stays  30  years  in  same  church 


hold  here.” 

Not  long  afterward  he  went  home. 


Picture  wasn’t  all  bleak 

In  fairness,  not  all  his  letters  painted 
so  bleak  a  picture.  He  told  a  daughter 
that  Lewistown  was  “almost  like  a  per¬ 
petual  flower  garden,”  and  he  described 
the  fish  to  his  son  as  “the  prettiest  little 
speckled  fellows  you  ever  saw.” 

He  certainly  didn’t  sour  his  family  on 
the  state. 

His  eldest  son,  Ralph,  moved  there  to 
open  a  contracting  business  in  1910,  and 
Jack’s  father,  Roy,  followed  soon  after. 

“Dad  told  me  that  he  and  Ralph,  ever 
since  they  were  young  children,  had  al¬ 
ways  said  that  by  hook  or  by  crook,  they 
were  going  to  get  to  Montana,”  Jack 
said. 

“And  Dad  wasn’t  born  until  six  years 
after  Grandpa  had  been  to  Montana,  so 
some  of  Grandpa’s  memories  must  have 
been  good  ones.” 

Shortly  after  Alfred’s  death  in  1913  at 
age  60,  his  widow  and  their  younger  chil¬ 
dren— Mabel,  Gladys  and  Joyce— all 
moved  to  Great  Falls,  about  100  miles 
west  of  Lewistown. 

Today  his  grandson,  Jack,  is  an  optom¬ 
etrist  in  Lewistown. 

“I  try  to  picture  what  kind  of  man  my 
grandfather  was,”  Jack  said.  “I  never 
knew  him,  but  I  knew  his  children— my 
father,  my  aunts  and  uncles.  I  picture 
him  as  a  very  devoted,  loving  father  but 
also  as  a  practical  man. 

“I  think  that  was  the  primary  reason 
he  returned  to  Kansas  and  didn’t  bring 
his  family  to  Lewistown.  I  think  he  felt 
he  was  needed  here  in  Lewistown,  but  he 
didn’t  want  to  put  his  family  in  jeopardy. 

“He  must  have  been  a  lot  like  my 
Dad.” 

Grandchildren  compensate 

The  younger  Paynes  have  more  than 
made  up  for  his  grandfather’s  abbreviat¬ 
ed  stay. 

Both  Jack  and  Marlene  have  had  ac¬ 
tive  roles  in  the  church  in  the  30  years 
they  have  been  members.  He  served  on 
the  administrative  board;  she  taught 
Sunday  school  and  vacation  Bible  school. 
Both  have  sung  in  the  choir  for  many 
years. 


PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  DONOVAN 

LEWISTOWN,  Mont.— Marlene  Payne  watches  as  her  husband,  Jack, 
tries  out  an  antique  pump  organ  they  recently  purchased  and  had  restored. 
Both  love  music  and  sing  in  the  choir  at  the  Lewistown  church  where  his 
grandfather  served  briefly  as  pastor  in  1892. 


Jack  finds  it  fascinating  to  look  at  pho¬ 
tographs  of  the  church  building  and  town 
as  they  appeared  95  years  ago  when  his 
grandfather  came  to  Lewistown. 

"And  it  makes  it  kind  of  special  for  us 
to  look  at  the  same  mountains  that  he  de¬ 


scribed  when  he  wrote  home  from  here,?’ 
Jack  said. 

This  article  was  written  by  Roberta 
Donovan,  a  United  Methodist  and  long¬ 
time  newspaper  editor  in  Lewistown, 
Mont.,  and  by  Reporter  Associate  Editor 
Glen  Larum. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  5 


Christmas  conference 
to  unite  UM  students 
in  national  gathering 


PHOTO  BY  LINDA  W.  KEISTER 

LONDON— Methodists  and  Lutherans  gathered  earlier  this  year  at  the  Church  of  St.  Anne  and  St.  Agnes  to  cele¬ 
brate  “The  Wesley  Brothers  and  their  Lutheran  Connections.”  Among  participants  were,  from  left,  the  Rev.  Ron¬ 
ald  Gibbons,  Methodist  minister  at  Wesley’s  Chapel;  Mrs.  Jean  Seakins  and  Dr.  James  Seakins,  British  Methodist 
lay  preachers;  and  the  Rev.  Ronald  Englund,  American  Lutheran  pastor  serving  the  Lutheran  Church  in  England 
through  Lutheran  Special  Ministries. 
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Hymns  link 
Methodists 9 
Lutherans 

w  By  LINDA  W.  KEISTER 

LONDON— In  a  Lutheran  church  just 
a  few  hundred  feet  from  the  sites  of  John 
and  Charles  Wesley’s  conversion  experi¬ 
ences,  Methodists  and  Lutherans  gath¬ 
ered  earlier  this  year  for  a  festival  to 
celebrate  their  hymnody  links. 

"The  Wesley  Brothers  and  their  Lu¬ 
theran  Connections"  service  was  devised 
as  a  memorial  to  the  Rev.  Gordon  Rupp 
by  two  British  Methodist  local  preach¬ 
ers,  Dr.  James  Seakins  and  Joan  Seakins. 

JDr.  Rupp,  a  Methodist  minister,  histo¬ 
rian  and  Luther  scholar,  taught  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  University  for  many  years  before 
his  death  Dec.  6, 1986. 

In  his  commentary  for  the  "Conver¬ 
sions”  portion  of  the  service,  Dr.  Seakins 
spoke  of  the  Wesleys’  debt  to  the  Luther¬ 
ans.  Mrs.  Seakins  read  the  May  24  entry 
from  John  Wesley’s  journal  that  refers  to 
Luther’s  preface  to  The  Epistle  to  the 
Romans. 

It  was  this  passage  that  helped  bring 
John  to  the  realization  that  his  methodi¬ 
cal  good  works  were  not  enough  and  that 
faith  as  a  divine  work  “causes  us  to  be 
born  anew  in  God.” 

The  congregation  celebrated  the  Wes¬ 
leys’  conversions  by  singing  “0  For  a 
Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing,”  written  by 
Charles  Wesley  on  the  first  anniversary 
of  the  brothers’  conversions. 

During  the  second  part  of  the  service, 
“Translations,”  Dr.  Seakins  reminded 
the  Lutherans  of  their  debt  to  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  who  was,  effectively,  the  first  En¬ 
glish  translator  of  German  hymns. 

'  The  congregation  sang  two  of  the 
translations:  “Thee  Will  I  Love,  My 
Strength,  My  Tow’r,”  written  in  the  17th 
century  by  Johann  Scheffler,  and  "Jesus, 
Thy  Boundless  Love  to  Me,”  written  also 
jn  the  17th  century  by  Paul  Gerhardt. 

Durning  the  third  part  of  the  service, 
“Musical  Connections,”  Dr.  Seakins  cited 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa— The  farm  crisis  is 
not  over,  as  politicians  and  the  media 
maintain,  says  a  rural  action  group  official. 

"We’ve  been  trying  to  help  people  un¬ 
derstand  that’s  a  preposterous  notion,” 
said  Dave  Ostendorf  of  Prairiefire  Rural 
Action  Inc.,  an  independent,  non-profit, 
education,  research  and  community  ac¬ 
tion  organization,  which  receives  support 
from  an  Advance  Special  and  the  United 
Methodist  National  Division. 

“It’s  only  the  beginning  of  a  longer- 
term  crisis  over  land  control  that  will  go 
into  the  1990s,”  he  added. 

Family  farms  of  4,000  acres  are  as 
detrimental  in  the  long  run  as  other 
forms  of  ownership,  he  said. 

The  rate  of  farm  losses  is  accelerating 
and  the  number  of  farms  declining,  not 
stabilizing  or  slowing,  according  to  a 


the  importance  of  music  to  both  Martin 
Luther  and  John  Wesley.  In  1742  John 
Wesley  published  his  first  Methodist 
hymnbook,  “A  Collection  of  Tunes,  set  to 
Music  as  they  are  commonly  sung  at  the 
Foundry,”  which  introduced  many  Ger¬ 
man  chorales  to  English  worship. 

Celebrating  such  musical  connections, 
the  London  congregation  sang  a  Ger¬ 
hardt  Tersteegen  hymn,  "Lo,  God  is 
Here,  Let  us  Adore!”  to  a  Martin  Luther 
tune,  followed  by  a  Charles  Wesley 


new  Prairiefire  report  distributed  to  the 
Governing  Board  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  of  Christ  meeting  in  Kansas 
City  recently. 

In  1986  a  farm  was  lost  every  seven 
minutes— a  50  percent  increase  over  the 
number  lost  in  1985,  according  to  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  Congressional  Office  of  Technol¬ 
ogy  Assessment  predicts  one  million  U.S. 
farms  will  disappear  by  the  year  2000- 
most  of  them  medium-size  family  opera¬ 
tions— without  major  changes  in  nation¬ 
al  farm  policy. 

According  to  Prairiefire’s  research  re¬ 
port,  titled  "The  Continuing  Crisis  in  Ru¬ 
ral  America:  Fact  vs.  Fiction,”  the  farm 
bankruptcy  rate  in  Iowa  for  the  first 
three  months  of  1987  was  up  39.9  percent 
over  the  1986  average— from  104.8  cases 
per  month  to  146.67  per  month. 


hymn,  “Rejoice,  the  Lord  is  King!”  writ¬ 
ten  to  the  Gospel  tune  composed  by 
George  Frederick  Handel,  whom  Charles 
had  come  to  know  through  a  friend. 

The  service  was  held  at  the  Church  of 
St.  Anne  and  St.  Agnes,  designed  in  1680 
by  the  famed  architect  Christopher 
Wren. 

The  church,  home  to  English-speaking 
Lutherans  for  20  years,  is  surrounded  by 
places  associated  with  the  Wesleys. 

A  house  around  the  corner  on  Little 


Younger  family  farmers  and  black 
and  other  minority  farmers  have  been 
particularly  hard  hit. 

As  of  May  1987,  land  owned  by  black 
Americans  was  being  lost  at  a  rate  of 
9,600  acres  per  week. 

At  this  rate,  blacks  will  be  landless  by 
1994,  according  to  the  Federation  of 
Southern  Cooperatives. 

At  an  NCC  Governing  Board  dinner  at 
a  Kansas  church,  farm  couples  described 
in  heart-wrenching  detail  how  they  had 
lost  their  land  when  they  went  heavily 
into  debt  because  of  drought,  high  pro¬ 
duction  costs,  low  crop  prices,  declining 
land  values  and  aggressive  policies  by 
the  Farm  Credit  Administration. 

Some  had  lost  everything;  others  sal¬ 
vaged  their  homes  by  filing  for  bankruptcy. 

Ralph  Paige,  executive  of  the  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Southern  Cooperatives,  told  the 


Britain  Street  bears  a  plaque  commemo¬ 
rating  the  site  of  a  house  where  Charles 
Wesley  experienced  his  conversion  on 
Whitsunday  in  1738. 

A  little  farther  on,  under  the  entrance 
to  the  Museum  of  London,  is  the  site 
where  John  Wesley  had  a  similar  heart¬ 
warming  experience  three  days  later  on 
May  24. 

Ms.  Keister  is  a  United  Methodist  liv¬ 
ing  for  several  years  in  London  and  a 
frequent  contributor  to  the  Reporter. 


governing  board:  "Go  into  your  pulpits 
Sunday  and  tell  people  a  family  farm  bill 
exists  that  will  raise  prices  and  give 
farm  families  the  opportunity  to  make  a 
living  again.” 

Mr.  Ostendorf  said  the  “Save  the  Fam¬ 
ily  Farm  Act”  (S.658  and  H.R.1425)  incor¬ 
porates  a  strong  supply-management 
program,  price  supports  that  cover  the 
cost  of  production  and  a  producer  refer¬ 
endum  that  will  enable  farmers  and 
ranchers  to  determine  their  own  futures. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  being 
asked  to  raise  $100,000  through  the  Ad¬ 
vance  for  the  Rural  Farm  Crisis  Minis¬ 
try  to  meet  needs  such  as  retraining, 
food,  emergency  medicine,  utilities  and 
counseling  for  those  who  have  lost  their 
jobs.  Contributions  should  be  marked 
#982809-5. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— More  than  1,000  per¬ 
sons  will  gather  in  St.  Louis  during  the 
Christmas  holidays  for  a  meeting  remi¬ 
niscent  of  highly  popular  gatherings  of 
Methodist  students  held  every  four  years 
in  1937-64. 

The  event  will  celebrate  the  50th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  first  national  Conference 
of  Methodist  Students  in  St.  Louis.  But, 
as  planners  emphasize,  the  focus  will  be 
on  the  future,  not  the  past. 

The  program  will  include  Bible  study, 
worship,  workshops,  guest  speakers,  art 
and  entertainment— all  with  the  goal  of 
promoting  leadership  skills  and  encour¬ 
aging  students  to  put  their  Christian 
faith  in  action. 

“Jubilee  ’87”  is  the  theme  of  the  event, 
sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry’s  Division  of  Higher 
Education  and  its  Campus  Ministry  unit. 

Larry  Dunlap-Berg,  coordinator,  said 
the  event  is  planned  to  encourage  inter¬ 
est  in  campus  ministry  by  remembering 
Methodist  roots  and  exploring  contempo¬ 
rary  issues  faced  by  today’s  students  and 
campus  communities. 

The  Rev.  Helen  Neinast,  director  of 
the  campus  ministry  for  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education,  stressed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
generations  of  college  students. 

“The  50th  anniversary  is  important  be¬ 
cause  it  highlights  to  the  general  church 
the  importance  of  being  involved  with 
people  who  will  lead  the  nation,”  she 
said. 

"The  majority  of  leaders  will  be  col¬ 
lege-educated.  The  church  can  be  a  part 


“Days  Like  This:  A  Tale  of  Divorce”  by 
Phyllis  Gillis:  McGraw-Hill.  $15.95. 

By  CAROL  PIRTLE 
“Phyllis,  I’m  leaving  you  . . .  Jackie  is 
coming  with  me." 

Phyllis  Gillis  was  unprepared  for  the 
few  short  sentences  that  shattered  the 
sanctity  of  her  home.  She  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  more  than  a  decade.  Her  book  re¬ 
counts  her  struggle  to  regain  emotional 
and  financial  equilibrium. 

Like  many  women  caught  unprepared, 
Phyllis  viewed  divorce  as  an  emotional 
issue.  Her  husband  did  not.  For  him  it 
was  a  business  deal. 

It  was  a  lesson  she  found  difficult  to 
learn.  While  he  had  had  weeks  and  even 
months  to  prepare  for  the  break,  she  was 
caught  off-guard,  ignorant  of  her  rights 
in  today’s  “no-fault”  divorce  courts. 

Terrified  of  losing  her  child  and  horri¬ 
fied  by  the  threat  of  poverty,  she  strug¬ 
gled  to  “pick  up  the  pieces”  of  her  life. 
For  two  years  she  rode  an  emotional  rol¬ 
lercoaster. 

Numbed  by  her  situation,  she  was  unable 
to  function  for  days  at  a  time.  Only  the 
need  to  support  herself  and  her  son  drove 
her  to  take  a  job  as  a  cook  for  $42  a  night 
It  wasn’t  much  to  a  woman  whose  husband 
earned  a  six  figure  income,  but  it  provided 
her  with  much-needed  cash  when  he  with¬ 
drew  most  financial  support  Even  more 
important,  it  kept  her  moving,  at  least 
physically,  when  all  she  wanted  was  to  lie 
down  and  pretend  it  would  go  away. 

This  is  a  book  for  women— for  all 
women,  no  matter  how  happily  married 
they  think  they  are. 

"Be  prepared”  is  the  warning  through¬ 
out  this  emotionally  charged  book.  Phyl¬ 
lis  Gillis  learned  the  hard  way  what  it 
means  to  be  unprepared  for  divorce. 

She  admits  abdicating  financial  re¬ 
sponsibility  during  her  marriage.  Her 
husband  made  the  day-to-day  decisions 
about  money. 

Missions  agency 
deploys  interns 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— Reviving  a  program 
from  several  years  past,  the  domestic 
mission  agency  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  sent  14  college  students  out 
as  summer  mission  interns. 

“If  everything  else  were  dropped  by 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  one 
thing  that  would  continue  is  mission  per¬ 
sonnel,”  the  Rev.  Rene  O.  Bideaux,  head 
of  the  National  Division,  told  the  young 
people. 

Mr.  Bideaux  spoke  during  orientation 
sessions  June  5-7. 

The  collegians  will  work  for  10  weeks 
at  a  subsistence  wage  with  youth,  His- 
panics,  children  and  migrant  farm  labor¬ 
ers  in  church-related  community 
centers,  children’s  homes  and  outreach 
projects  in  10  states. 

They  will  run  youth  programs,  day 
camps,  vacation  Bible  schools  and  fam¬ 
ily  recreation. 

Several  will  work  with  migrant  work¬ 
ers  through  the  Farm  Labor  Organizing 
Committee  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  Centro 
Adelante  Campesino  in  El  Mirage,  Ariz. 

One  will  assist  with  global  issues  semi¬ 
nars  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Bideaux  told  the  interns  their  place¬ 
ments  were  made  as  much  for  what  they 
will  receive  as  for  what  they  will  give. 


of  their  growth  and  values.” 

She  said  the  conference  also  points  to 
a  tradition  that  says  the  church  has  a 
place  in  higher  education. 

"We  really  are  in  the  Wesleyan  tradi¬ 
tion  of  saying  faith  and  learning  are  not 
enemies,”  she  added. 

Participation  in  the  conference  will  be 
limited  to  1,000  students  and  200  campus 
ministers  and  chaplains. 

The  intercollegiate  movement  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  North  and 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South 
was  formed  in  1935. 

Leaders  who  met  in  1935  planned  for  a 
magazine  to  be  known  as  “Motive”  and 
set  the  agenda  for  future  student  confer¬ 
ences  held  every  quadrennium. 

The  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church,  which  united  with  the  Methodist 
Church  in  1968.  had  its  own  active  cam¬ 
pus  ministry  program,  which  included 
popular  Christmas  convocations.  Later, 
the  church  helped  to  found  and  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  interdenominational  United 
Campus  Christian  Fellowship. 

An  ecumenical  approach  to  campus 
ministry  emerged  in  the  1960s  as  several 
movements  joined  the  new  United  Chris¬ 
tian  Movement  (UCM)  involving  Catho¬ 
lic,  Orthodox  and  Protestant  groups.  In 
1966,  the  Methodist  Student  Movement, 
which  had  been  created  in  1937,  disband¬ 
ed  and  joined  the  UCM.  Two  years  later 
the  UCM  voted  itself  out  of  existence. 

An  effort  in  1977  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  to  re-establish  a  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Movement  was  unsuccessful. 


When  the  break  came,  she  was  igno¬ 
rant  of  their  financial  holdings  and  un¬ 
prepared  for  the  legal  skirmishes  that 
followed.  Her  mistake,  she  says,  is  one 
that  no  woman  can  afford  to  make.  Over 
and  over  she  repeats,  “Divorce  is  a  busi¬ 
ness  deal.” 

“No  woman,”  she  says,  “can  afford  not 
to  take  her  finances  seriously.” 

She  also  admits  her  ignorance  of  di¬ 
vorce  laws  prior  to  her  becoming  an  un¬ 
married  woman.  By  believing  divorce 
happened  only  to  "other  people,”  she  was 
unprepared  for  the  vicious  legal  and  cus¬ 
tody  battles  that  marked  her  divorce 
proceedings. 

Every  woman  will  find  something  of 
value  in  this  well-written  and  emotional¬ 
ly  gripping  story  of  divorce  . . .  because 
divorce  doesn’t  just  happen  to  “other 
people.” 

Carol  Pirtle  is  a  freelance  writer  in 
Sparta.  III. 

Correction 

A  photo  caption  on  this  page  in  the 
May  29  issue,  based  on  information  from 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  incor¬ 
rectly  identified  Oliver  Tambo  as  a  WCC 
president.  He  is  head  of  the  Africa  Na¬ 
tional  Council. 

Koreans  offer 
unique  theology 
as  growth  route 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  theology  unique  to 
the  denomination’s  fastest-growing  Ko¬ 
rean  United  Methodist  churches  could 
benefit  the  entire  denomination,  an  influ¬ 
ential  Korean-American  clergyman  has 
suggested. 

In  an  interview  with  United  Methodist 
News  Service,  the  Rev.  Myong  Gul  Son, 
assistant  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries’  National  Division, 
expressed  concern  about  the  role  of  Ko¬ 
rean  congregations  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  9.2  million-member  denomination 
as  a  whole  continues  to  lose  members  in 
the  United  States  but  membership 
among  Koreans  mushrooms. 

“A  role  to  play  in  the  church  is  signifi¬ 
cant,”  he  said  “Korean  churches  can  play  a 
role  of  offering  to  the  church  our  theology 
that  has  proven  successful.  To  do  so,  we 
have  to  work  on  our  theology  to  make  it 
look  more  systemized  and  structured.” 

One  unique  aspect  of  Korean-Ameri¬ 
can  theology  lies  in  a  biblical  faith  that 
transcends  rationality  and  calculation, 
he  said.  “Korean  believers  constantly 
feel  something  beyond  what  they  ratio¬ 
nalize  and  calculate.” 

Noting  that  Koreans  are  well  prepared 
to  accept  religion.  Dr.  Son  said  those  who 
become  Christians  have  a  distinct  moment 
of  being  converted,  at  which  time  they 
commit  themselves  to  that  religion  for  life 

Describing  Korean  Christians  as 
“church-centered,”  Dr.  Son  said  that 
term  includes  more  than  the  church  as 
the  center  of  social,  political,  cultural 
and  religious  life. 

"Church  is  put  first,  above  anything 
else  in  life,”  he  said.  “Korean  Christians 
are  willing  to  pay  for  a  church  building 
even  though  they  can’t  afford  to  buy 
their  own  houses." 


History  of  Hymns 

Iowa  ‘wildwood’  setting  for  popular  hymn 


there's  a  church  in  the  valley  by  the 
iy:  wildwood. 

No  lovelier  spot  in  the  dale; 

No  place  is  so  dear  to  my  childhood 
As  the  little  brown  church  in  the 
vale. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
A  young  man  was  on  his  way  to  visit 
his  bride-to-be  in  Fredericksburg,  Iowa. 
The  stagecoach  in  which  he  rode  stopped 
at  Bradford,  14  miles  east  of  Fredericks¬ 
burg.  As  William  Pitts  anticipated  the 
joy  of  seeing  his  beloved,  he  strolled 
about  enjoying  the  trees,  the  lush  green 
growth,  and  the  gentle  rolling  hills. 

Of  particular  beauty  was  a  wooded 


area  in  the  valley  lormed  by  the  Cedar 
River.  In  his  imagination  Pitts  envi¬ 
sioned  a  church  building  there.  Days  lat¬ 
er,  when  he  returned  home,  he  wrote  a 
poem  about  the  imagined  church  that  be¬ 
gan  “There’s  a  church  in  the  valley  by 
the  wildwood.”  He  set  it  to  music  in  1857. 

Seven  years  later  Pitts  returned  to 
teach  music  at  the  Bradford  Academy. 
To  his  surprise  he  discovered  a  small 
church  building  was  being  erected  on  the 
very  spot  where  he  had  imagined  a 
church  years  before.  It  was  painted 
brown  because  that  was  the  cheapest 
color  of  paint. 

Pitts  dug  out  the  copy  of  his  almost 
forgotten  song  and,  at  the  dedication  of 


the  new  church  building,  his  singing  class 
from  the  academy  sang  it  for  the  first 
time. 

In  1865  Pitts  sold  the  song  to  a  Chicago 
music  publisher  for  $25.  The  money 
helped  Pitts  enroll  in  Rush  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  but  the  song  was  forgotten.  After 
graduation  in  1868,  Pitts  returned  to  Fre¬ 
dericksburg  where  he  practiced  medi¬ 
cine  until  his  retirement  in  1906. 

By  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  village 
of  Bradford  had  almost  ceased  to  exist. 
The  railroad  bypassed  it  and  went 
through  Nashua,  two  miles  to  the  west. 
Weeds  grew  in  the  churchyard,  and  the 
dilapidated  building  was  closed. 

A  few  years  later  the  congregation  ex¬ 


perienced  revival,  the  church  was 
opened  and  re-painted  its  original  color. 
Traveling  musicians  discovered  Pitts’s 
song,  and  its  popularity  spread  through 
the  country. 

The  Little  Brown  Church  in  the  Vale 
has  became  a  famous  tourist  attraction 
in  Iowa.  Standing  in  a  picturesque  rural 
setting  among  the  pine  trees,  it  is  a  fa¬ 
vored  place  for  weddings.  Each  year  sev¬ 
eral  hundred  couples,  young  and  old,  are 
married  there.  Following  the  ceremony 
each  bride  and  groom  together  pull  the 
rope  that  rings  the  church  bell. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Jesus,  the  Very  Thought  of  Thee" 


Bishops 


Lutheran-Methodist  dialogue  finds  agreements  on  top  offices 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

TECHNY,  Ill.— United  Methodist 
and  Lutheran  theologians  agree  that 
oversight  ministry  exercised  by  bish¬ 
ops  is  important,  but  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  is  not  limited  to  bishops. 

This  fact  emerged  in  a  common 
statement  on  the  episcopacy  resulting 
from  a  three-year  Lutheran-United 
Methodist  dialogue  now  drawing  to  a 
close. 

The  draft  paper,  written  by  Mi¬ 
chael  Root,  associate  professor  of  sys¬ 
tematic  theology  at  Lutheran 
Theological  Southern  Seminary  in  Co¬ 
lumbia,  S.C.,  presents  points  of  agree¬ 
ment  among  representatives  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  four  Lu¬ 
theran  bodies:  American  Lutheran 
Church,  Lutheran  Church  in  America 
and  Association  of  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  Churches— now  united  in  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America— and  the  Lutheran  Church- 
Missouri  Synod. 

Some  have  special  tasks 

Oversight  is  to  be  exercised  by  the 
entire  church  and  by  each  member, 
said  the  Root  paper,  although  some 
persons,  conferences,  boards  and  as¬ 
semblies  are  given  specific  tasks. 

Among  United  Methodists  and  Lu¬ 
therans,  a  bishop  is  an  ordained  min¬ 
ister  called  to  a  specific  form  of  service. 


Like  other  ordained  ministers,  the 
bishop  engages  in  the  proclamation  of 
the  word,  celebrates  the  sacraments, 
offers  pastoral  care  and  administers 
church  order. 

Leadership  from  the  bishop’s  office 
has  often  aided  “greater  unity  and  ef¬ 
fectiveness,”  the  Root  paper  said,  but 
it  also  acknowledges  that  the  validity 
of  ministries  of  both  Lutherans  and 
United  Methodists  has  been  ques¬ 
tioned  because  they  insist  no  particu¬ 
lar  structure  of  oversight  is  essential 
to  the  Church. 

The  visibility  of  bishops  to  the 
Church  and  the  world  makes  their 
witness  to  the  faith  of  particular  im¬ 
portance,  the  draft  paper  said. 

“The  words  and  lives  of  those  who 
lead  the  Church  can  have  a  profound 
effect.  Our  churches  need  to  seek 
leaders  who  will  reflect  Jesus  in  their 
total  life  and  ministry." 

Women’s  ordination  affirmed 

United  Methodists  and  Lutherans, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Missouri 
Synod,  strongly  affirm  the  presence 
of  women  in  all  forms  of  ordained 
ministry,  including  the  office  of  bish¬ 
op,  it  was  noted. 

The  paper  rejected  the  view  that 
other  ministries  are  ‘‘intrinsically 
subordinate  to,  under  the  control  of  or 


derived  from”  the  bishop. 

Although  United  Methodist  bishops 
usually  perform  ordinations,  neither 
denomination  believes  ordination  by  a 
bishop  is  “of  the  essence.” 

While  it  is  difficult  for  bishops  to 
perform  pastoral  ministries,  the  “dia¬ 
logues”  asked  that  the  churches  con¬ 
sider  how  this  might  be  done. 

United  Methodists  particularly 
want  their  bishops  to  speak  out  on  is- 
'  sues  of  concern  to  the  Church  and  the 
world. 

But  questions  remain  about  wheth¬ 
er  bishops,  individually  or  collective¬ 
ly,  speak  for  the  church. 

Disagreements  voiced 

Points  of  disagreement  also  were 
voiced. 

United  Methodist  experiences  of 
bishops  as  itinerant  general  superin¬ 
tendents  assigned  to  areas,  and  as 
bishops  of  the  whole  church,  and  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  as  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  collegiality  of  oversight  are 
not  shared  by  Lutherans. 

A  final  copy  of  the  agreement 
statement  will  be  approved  at  the  dia¬ 
logue  group’s  Dec.  4-6  meeting. 

Several  practical  implications  of 
common  agreement  were  suggested. 

United  Methodists  and  Lutherans 
suggested  that  their  bishops  meet  reg¬ 
ularly,  perhaps  on  a  regional  basis. 


work  together  and  explore  what 
teaching  statements  can  be  made  to¬ 
gether  on  such  matters  as  strengthen¬ 
ing  spiritual  formation  and  liturgical 
practices. 

United  Methodists  pressed  for  mu¬ 
tual  recognition  of  ministries,  in  view 
of  the  statement  that  re-ordination  is 
unnecessary  when  ministers  transfer 
from  one  church  to  another. 

Lutherans  contended  that  further 
dialogue  is  necessary  to  find  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  agreement  on  the  meaning  of 
gospel.  Lord’s  Supper  and  require¬ 
ments  for  fellowship  (an  earlier  dia¬ 
logue  covered  baptism). 

Since  the  Lutheran  Council  in  the 
USA,  co-sponsor  of  the  dialogue,  will 
cease  to  exist  with  the  formation  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  continuation  of  dialogue  de¬ 
pends  on  whether  the  new  church  con¬ 
siders  it  a  priority. 

The  United  Methodist  dialogue 
team  includes  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  of 
Los  Angeles,  co-chairman;  Bishop 
Roy  I.  Sano  of  Denver;  the  Rev.  Je¬ 
rome  Del  Pino,  Springfield,  Mass.;  the 
Rev.  Janice  Huie,  Austin,  Texas;  the 
Rev.  Diedra  H.  Kriewald,  Washington, 
D.C.;  the  Rev.  Arthur  Landwehr,  Ev¬ 
anston,  Ill.;  the  Rev.  Gerald  Moede, 
Princeton,  N.J.;  Carolyn  Oehler,  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey 
Powers,  New  York. 


Book  Review 

Book  warns  women: 
divorce  can  hit  even 
happiest  of  marriages 


Rural-action  leader  insists  crisis  not  over 
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Methodist  Children’s  Home  Documentary  And  Talk  Show  Available 


The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  ...  As  it  was. 


Aids  —  Love  —  Violence  —  Stress 
Burnout  —  Incest  —  Caring  — 
Divorce  — 

Homosexuality  —  Grandparents 
‘Home’  Talk  Show 


“Putting  the  Pieces  in  Place"  is  . . . 
about  children,  youth  and  families;  their 
needs,  their  problems  and  solutions  pre¬ 
sented  by  experts  and  professionals. 

It  will  air  on  a  regularly  scheduled 
Sunday  morning  line-up  from  11-11:30 
a.m..  Central  Daylight  Savings  Time. 


Terrel  DeVille  is  interviewed  for  the 
documentary  by  Rick  Rowe  of  Shreve¬ 
port.  Rowe,  center,  is  a  professional  in 
television  production,  writing  and  narra¬ 
tion  and  works  for  Channel  3,  as  well  as 
AVN.  George  Servin,  foreground,  is  an 
expert  technician  in  production,  special 
effects  and  sound  assists. 


“Putting  the  Pieces  in  Place”  can  be 
found  on:  SATCOM  4,  TRANSPONDER 

10  or  on  local  cable  companies  carrying 
the  American  Movie  Classics  Network, 
AMC. 

If  your  cable  company  is  receiving 
AMC,  but  does  not  carry  AVN  program¬ 
ming,  contact  your  local  cable  company 
and  tell  them  this  program  service  is 
FREE  to  them.  Also,  if  AVN  is  not  on 
your  local  cable  service,  check  to  see  if 
they  “look  at”  SATCOM  4.  If  they  do, 
then  tell  them  about  AVN’s  free  pro¬ 
gramming  service.  You  can  receive  the 
program  live  from  the  satellite  on  your 
cable  system  or  on  your  receiving  dish  at 

11  a.m.  each  Sunday. 

It  can  be  taped  for  use  at  any  other 
time.  If  you  do  not  have  someone  to 
make  a  tape  or  your  cable  system  cannot 
do  so,  write  to  us  for  copies  and  you  can 
show  them  on  your  own  schedule. 

The 

Documentary 

The  documentary  is  a  beautiful  and 
moving  story  of  the  Home,  its  programs, 
the  children  and  their  families.  It  is  a  30- 
minute  professional  quality  video  tape  in 
3A  inch  or  '/*  inch  format,  produced  by 
Alternate  View  Network  (AVN). 

For  information,  talk  show  tapes  or 
documentary;  write  Terrel  DeVille  or 
Augie  Aamodt  at  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  P.O.  Box  929,  Ruston,  Louisiana 
71270  or  call  (318)  255-5020. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  School. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home  was  proud  of  their  seven  graduating  seniors. 


The  Award  Presentation  was  held  in  the  School  Chapel. 


Speakers!  Preachers! 
Available! 

Reserve  dates  early.  Programs  with  or  without  “Documentary”  or 
“Talk  Show.” 

Augie  Aamodt,  Minister  —  Director  of  Development 
Terrel  DeVille,  Chief  Executive  Director 
Dale  Haggard,  Chaplain 

Write  or  call  Augie  Aamodt,  Director  of  Development  at  P.O.  Box 
929,  Ruston,  LA  71270  or  call  (318)  255-5020. 


Talk  show  host  Augie  Aamodt,  left,  leads  a  discussion  on  children,  “Christianity 
and  Homosexuality,”  with  Dr.  Paul  Ware,  center,  a  clinical  professor  in  Family 
Medicine  at  LSU  Medical  School  and  the  psychiatric  consultant  at  the  Children’s 
Home,  and  Bert  Scott,  right,  Director  of  the  School  of  Church  Careers  at  Centenary 
College. 

From  the  Executive  Director 

What  makes  Louisiana  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  different  from  other  pro¬ 
grams  of  child  care?  What  is  it  that  one 
can  point  to  and  identify  as  being  unique¬ 
ly  characteristic  of  this  children’s  home? 

This  question  has  been  asked  of  me  dur¬ 
ing  recent  visits.  I  feel  that  this  is  aq  im¬ 
portant  question  that  needs  to  be 
answered  to  our  constituency,  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  all  other  individuals  who 
have  so  faithfully  supported  this  Home’s 
minister  for  over  80  years. 

I  addressed  this  question  approximate¬ 
ly  five  years  ago  in  an  article  printed  in 
our  newsletter.  Even  though  a  great  deal 
has  changed  here  during  the  past  five 
years,  one  thing  that  remains  constant  is 
the  reason  for  our  uniqueness.  I  would 
like  to  express  this  to  you. 

I  believe  that  a  truly  unique  charac¬ 
teristic  of  this  Home  is  that  throughout 
its  history  it  has  reached  out  in  faith  and 
not  in  fear.  My  own  personal  experience 
at  MCH  over  the  past  19  years  has 
been  that  once  a  need  is  identified,  all 
persons  concerned  —  staff,  board,  con¬ 
ference,  community  and  constituency  — 
launch  forward  in  harmony  and  unison  to 
see  that  the  need  is  met.  We  do  not  allow 
ourselves  to  be  roadblocked  by  fears  of 
where  we  will  get  the  know-how,  the 
funds  or  whatever  else  people  come  up 
with  as  excuses  to  procrastinate  and  be¬ 
come  numbed  into  immobility.  This 
agency  has  never  been  one  to  jump  on 
band  wagons.  Instead,  it  has  time  and 
time  again  hitched  itself  to  covered  wag¬ 
ons,  willing  to  pioneer  and  break  new 
ground  in  the  field  of  child  care,  willing 
to  risk  in  order  to  do  for  those  who  are 


Executive  Director  Terrel  DeVille 


having  the  least  being  done  for  them. 

Quality  services;  personal  involve¬ 
ment;  commitment;  an  aura  of  accep¬ 
tance  not  found  in  many  places;  a 
willingness  to  give  and  reach  out  to  oth¬ 
ers  in  need  with  no  strings  attached  — 
these  are  all  characteristics  of  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home.  Having  as 
our  primary  goal  the  desire  to  express 
the  Love  of  God  has  not  occurred 
through  chance.  It  is  a  reflection  of  the 
commitment  and  the  dedicated  work, 
support  and  prayers  of  many  of  you  in 
the  past  and  present. 

I  am  thankful  for  the  opportunity  to  be 
a  part  of  this  oasis  and  I  would  like  to 
pass  on  to  you  the  expressions  of  grati¬ 
tude  I  have  received  over  the  years  from 
those  whom  you  have  helped.  Thank  you 
and  keep  us  in  your  prayers. 
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Delegates  Accomplished  Much  at  Annual  Conference 


Pictured  is  Claiborne  Sharp,  a  lay 
member  of  First  Church  in  Shreveport, 
who  has  operated  the  sound  system  for 
the  past  several  years  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  taping  all  of  the  proceedings. 


Pictured  above  is  a  view  of  the  lay  and  clergy  delegates  in  session  at  Annual  Conference,  held  in  the  Gold  Dome  at  Centenary. 
Banners  in  the  background  were  made  by  the  UMW  organizations  within  the  Conference. 


Youth  from  each  district  gave  a  brief  report  of  their  activities.  Shown  are,  1  to  r. 
Sonny  Johns.  Jimmy  Hale.  Chris  Jones  and  Leigh  Anne  Croom. 


I 


Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon,  UMW  president,  reports  for  her  organization  as  a  part 
of  the  laity  hour  held  on  Wednesday  afternoon. 


Shown  above  is  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  standing,  with  the  Cabinet  members  seated 
behind  him,  as  he  announces  the  appointment  for  the  1987-88  Conference  year. 


as  Deacons.  They  are,  front  row,  1  to  r. 
Dawn  Suzanne  Sikes,  Maria  Jeanine  Kennedy,  Isiah  Matthew  Lee  Jr.,  Walter  Scott 
Adams  and  Oscar  Eugene  Player.  Middle  row,  1  to  r.  are;  Gordon  Lamar  Smith, 
Robert  Nelson  Brown,  Ricky  Lynn  Willis,  Kenneth  Mack  Graham  Jr.  and  James  R. 
Huber.  Back  row,  1  to  r  are;  David  Bryan  Dietzel,  Lamar  Chris  Curry,  Wesley 
Charles  Reagan,  Gregory  Raymond  Davis  and  Wilmer  Tracy  Woodfork. 


DCYM  Attend  Seminar  at 


The  annual  training  seminar  for  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  District  Councils  on  Youth 
Ministry  was  held  June  4-6  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport.  This  event  is  the 
major  training  event  for  the  DCYM  and 
this  year  involved  112  youth  and  adults 
from  the  eight  districts  attending.  They 
studied  the  By-laws  for  the  DCYM  and 
shared  programs  that  were  successful 
throughout  the  conference. 

The  session,  in  which  the  youth  provid¬ 
ed  most  of  the  leadership,  involved  a 
look  at  the  importance  of  publicity  and 
communication  for  the  DCYM,  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  finances  and  an  installation  ser¬ 
vice  for  DCYM  and  Conference  Council 
on  Youth  Ministry  members. 

The  districts  participated  in  a  game  of 
"Wheel  of  Fortune,”  modeled  after  the 
popular  TV  show.  The  district  scores 
were:  Alexandria  —  1,700  points;  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  —  1,500  points; 
Shreveport  —  1,100  points;  Baton  Rouge/ 
Lafayette  and  Monroe  —  1,000  points 
each;  Lake  Charles  —  650  points;  and 
New  Orleans/Houma  and  Ruston  —  600 
points  each.  The  point  total  was  then 
transferred  into  “dollars,”  as  a  goal  for 
each  district  to  raise  toward  Youth  Ser¬ 
vice  Fund  in  1987. 

The  DCYM  members  enjoyed  their 
successful  training  event  and  are  al¬ 
ready  beginning  to  prepare  for  next 
year. 


Pictured  are  the  representatives  from  the  eight  districts  to  the  District  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  training  event  held  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College.  The  picture  was  taken  in  the  amphitheatre  at  the  close  of  the  workshops. 


* Becoming  One  People  ’Is  On  Sale  Stuart  Awarded  Scholarship 


Becoming  One  People,  A  History  of 
Louisiana  Methodism  went  on  sale  at 
Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport  for  the 
first  time  and  many  delegates  were  able 
to  purchase  their  copies  and  have  them 
autographed  by  the  author,  Dr.  Walter  N. 
Vernon. 

Dr.  Vernon’s  book  is  about  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Louisiana  from  1799  to 
1896,  weaving  together  the  many  confer¬ 
ences  and  predecessor  organizations  that 
have  come  together  to  form  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Vernon  is  a  member  of  the  North 
Texas  Conference,  but  spent  many  years 
in  Nashville  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of 


Rev.  Beverly  E.  Bond,  retired  minister 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  died  on 
June  8,  1987.  Services  were  held  in  Arca¬ 
dia  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  June  10. 
Rev.  Jack  H.  Midyett,  retired  minister 


the  General  Board  of  Education.  In  1983, 
he  was  inducted  into  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communicators  Hall  of  Fame. 

The  book  includes  a  preface  by  the  au¬ 
thor  and  a  foreword  by  the  late  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood  and  Bishop  W.  T. 
Handy  Jr. 

Copies  of  the  book  may  be  purchased 
at  the  Conference  Office  and  those 
picked  up  there  cost  $15  each.  Books  or¬ 
dered  through  the  Conference  Office  that 
require  shipping  will  be  $20  per  copy. 
Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference. 

Plan  to  buy  copies  for  yourself  and  for 
your  church  library. 


of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  died  on 
June  8, 1987.  Rev.  Midyett  was  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Conference  for  16  years.  Ser¬ 
vices  were  held  in  Rayville  on  Tuesday 
afternoon,  June  10. 


Laura  Micbelle  Stuart 


Miss  Laura  Michelle  Stuart,  a  1987 
graduate  of  Plaucheville  High  School, 
has  been  awarded  the  1987  Christian  Vo¬ 
cation  Scholarship  of  the  David  Haas 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bunkie. 

This  scholarship  is  open  to  any  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Bunkie  area  to  encourage  Christian  Vo¬ 


cations  within  the  Methodist  Church. 

Laura  is  18  years  old  and  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Stuart  of  Plau¬ 
cheville.  She  plans  to  enter  Centenary 
College  of  Shreveport  in  the  fall  to  study 
Psychology  and  upon  graduation  to  work 
with  abused  children. 

Laura  was  Valedictorian  of  Plauche¬ 
ville  High  School,  graduating  with  a  3.857 
grade  point  average.  She  was  president 
of  her  Senior  class,  president  of  the  Bet¬ 
ter  Business  Leaders  of  America,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  4-H  Club,  captain  of  the 
basketball  team  and  was  the  recipient  of 
the  American  Legion  Award  at  Plauche¬ 
ville  High  School. 

Laura  is  also  the  recipient  of  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  Church  Careers  Scholarship,  the 
Carruth  Scholarship,  and  the  Fimmering 
Scholarship  at  Centenary  College,  be¬ 
sides  the  David  Haas  Methodist  Church 
Award. 

She  was  also  awarded  the  Corine  Sau- 
chier  Scholarship  at  Northwestern  State 
University  and  the  Northwestern  Fresh¬ 
man  Residential  Scholarship. 


Deaths 


Pictured  above  are  the  persons  ordained  as  Elders.  They  are  from  I  to  r,  Richard 
Harold  Humphries,  Melissa  Louise  Draper,  Steven  J.  Porter  and  Kenneth  Wayne 
Irby. 


Superserve  Rally  Set  for  Labor  Day 


The  Superserve  ’87  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sion  Rally  is  set  for  Labor  Day  Weekend. 
If  you  are  interested  in  any  way  about 
"hands-on”  mission  work,  plan  to  be  at 
Mt.  Sequoyah,  the  Jurisdictional  retreat 
in  Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  for  this  event, 
September  4-6. 

Bishops  Richard  Wilke  and  Ben  Oli¬ 
phint  will  be  leading  the  event  along  with 
Jo  Ann  Small,  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  Volunteers  in  Mission  Coordina¬ 
tor.  Rev.  Miriam  Visot,  of  Puerto  Rico, 
and  Marianne  Hutchinson,  coordinator  of 
VIM  teams  to  Mexico  will  share  their  in¬ 
sights  as  receivers  of  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sion  teams.  Displays,  filmstrips  and 
slides  of  various  work  trips  will  be 
shown.  There  will  be  time  for  singing, 
worship  and  prayer,  as  well  as  a  chance 
for  fellowship  with  those  who  form  the 
network  of  servanthood  for  missions. 

Superserve  ’87  is  designed  for  those 
seeking  to  answer  the  call  to  short-term 
mission,  those  experienced  and  eager  to 
share  their  joys  as  Volunteers  in  Mission, 
those  eager  to  receive  VIM  individuals 
or  work  teams  and  those  who  serve  or 
have  served  as  full-time  missionaries. 


Workshops  led  by  VIM  leaders  will 
deal  with  the  practical  aspects  of  short¬ 
term  mission  in  four  areas:  Institutional, 
the  Local  Church,  Inner  City  and  Over¬ 
seas  or  International. 

Because  volunteers  in  Mission  come  in 
all  ages  and  sizes,  children  and  youth 
will  have  workshops  also  where  they  will 
learn  "kids  can  be  missionaries,  too.” 

The  event  will  officially  begin  on  Fri¬ 
day  evening,  September  4,  after  the  din¬ 
ner  hour,  and  end  Sunday  with  the  noon 
meal.  The  cost  of  Superserve  ’87  is  $75 
for  singles,  $135  for  couples  and  families 
need  to  add  $35  for  each  child  sixteen 
and  under. 

Registration  fees  are  $20  for  singles, 
$40  for  couples  and  families  need  to  add 
$5  per  child.  Registration  fees  are  non- 
refundable.  Balance  is  due  upon  arrival. 
Register  early  for  the  best  accommoda¬ 
tions.  Registration  deadline  is  July  31, 
1987. 

For  more  information  contact:  Jo  Ann 
Small,  SCJ  VIM  Coordinator,  6155  Sa- 
muell  Blvd.,  Dallas,  TX  75228,  (214)  321- 
7077. 


|“  Clip  and  send  to  Jo  Ann  Small  with  registration  fee - 

I  NAME: - ADDRESS:  _ 

I  Telephone: -  City:  _  State: _  Zip _ 

|  Spouse  accompanying? _ 

j  Names  and  ages  of  children  attending  with  you: _ 

j  Registration  fee:  Single  $20,  Couple,  $40,  Families  —  $40  plus  $5  per  child. 

I  Enclosed  deposit  $  _ _ 

|  REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  -  July  31, 1987 
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TV  church  can  give  us  a  vision 


My  Witness 
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Is  there  a  positive  lesson  to  be  learned 
from  "the  electronic  church”  despite  the 
recent  scandals  involving  some  of  the 
most  prominent  “prime-time  preachers"? 

One  expert  observer  says  “yes.”  The 
Rev.  William  F.  Fore,  chief  communica¬ 
tions  executive  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  and  a  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister,  says  the  electronic  church  “has  de¬ 
veloped  an  extremely  accurate  diagnosis 
of  the  spiritual  hunger  of  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple”  (see  UMR,  June  19). 

He  faults  the  superficial,  impersonal 
way  in  which  most  TV  preachers  respond 
to  those  needs.  But  the  needs  themselves 
are  genuine. 

Dr.  Fore’s  observations  are  part  of  a 
broad  analysis  of  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  Christianity  and  television  offered 
in  his  recently  published  book,  "Televi¬ 
sion  and  Religion:  The  Shaping  of  Faith, 
Values  and  Culture.” 

“The  TV  evangelists  understand  that 
people  are  hurting  because  they  feel  ig¬ 
nored  and  not  needed,  because  they  are 
often  treated  like  commodities  by  busi¬ 
ness  and  like  dummies  by  politicians,  be¬ 
cause  they  doubt  their  own  worth  and 
feel  they  have  no  real  say  in  how  their 
world  is  run,"  Dr.  Fore  writes. 

If  local  congregations  were  to  work  as 
hard  at  identifying  and  responding  to  such 
needs  as  their  electronic  counterparts,  “we 
might  see  a  national  revival  unparalleled  in 
our  history,”  Dr.  Fore  concludes. 

We  find  that  analysis  compelling. 
However  favorably  or  unfavorably  one 
may  look  upon  the  electronic  church,  the 
fierce  loyalty  and  willingness  of  its  view¬ 
ers  to  donate  vast  sums  of  money  to  its 
coffers  suggests  they  feel  “touched” 
spiritually  in  ways  many  traditional 
churchgoers  do  not. 

That  difference  in  feeling  and  commit¬ 
ment  is  evident  in  at  least  two  ways. 

First,  TV  preachers  rightly  identify  the 
legitimate  spiritual  need  for  a  sense  of 
self-worth  and  control  over  one’s  life. 
They  effectively  use  the  "warm”  medium 
of  television  to  create  a  sense  of  intimacy 
and  concern  for  viewers’  well-being. 

Unfortunately,  that  sense  of  intimacy 
and  concern  is  missing  in  far  too  many 
local  congregations.  It  should  not  be  sur¬ 
prising  that,  by  comparison  with  the 
“good  vibes"  of  the  electronic  church, 
congregational  life  often  seems  “cold” 
and  uninviting. 

That  “cold”  feeling  is  in  sharp  contrast 
to  what  should  be  the  case  in  every  Chris- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


tian  fellowship.  The  Bible  describes  the 
church  as,  by  definition,  a  close-knit  com¬ 
munity  of  caring,  sharing  people  (Acts  2). 

Second,  the  electronic  church  addresses 
a  spiritual  need  all  of  us  have  for  a  larger 
vision  and/or  purpose  for  life  than  is 
found  in  our  ordinary  experience.  Suc¬ 
cessful  TV  preachers  make  viewers  feel 
they  are  important  parts  of  helping  that 
vision  become  a  reality. 

As  the  current  PTL  funding  appeal 
and  the  earlier  Oral  Roberts  "death  ap¬ 
peal”  indicate,  countless  people  will  re¬ 
spond  when  challenged  to  give  to  a  goal 
presented  with  passion  and  urgency. 

The  dwindling  membership  of  our 
church  suggests  that  decreasing  numbers 
of  people  are  finding  in  United  Methodist 
congregations  a  compelling  vision  that 
challenges  them  to  follow  Christ  and  to  wit¬ 
ness  and  reach  out  to  others  in  His  name. 

Where  local  congregations  offer  such  a 
vision,  however,  they  generate  commit¬ 
ment  equal  to  that  of  the  electronic 
church.  Furthermore,  those  congrega¬ 
tions  typically  reflect  vitality  and  a 
sense  of  purpose  that  the  electronic 
church  cannot  hope  to  match. 

We’re  grateful  for  the  stimulus  Dr. 
Fore’s  analysis  provides  for  Christians  to 
learn  from  the  experience  of  the  elec¬ 
tronic  church. 

We  should  not  seek  to  emulate  the  su¬ 
perficial  techniques  practiced  by  many 
TV  evangelists.  But  before  becoming  too 
smug  about  their  current  problems,  we 
would  do  well  to  search  our  own  souls 
about  our  effectiveness  in  reaching  out 
to  identify  and  respond  to  people’s  basic 
spiritual  needs. 


Answers  to  prayers  change  lives 

1 


God  does  hear ,  respond 
to  our  cries  for  assistance 


By  ROSEMARY  FASELER 

We  were  still  filled  with  the  joys  of 
Christmas  Dec.  29,  1986,  and  still  remi¬ 
niscing  about  our  family  who  had  been 
together:  our  three  sons,  their  wives  and 
our  five  grandsons. 

And  we  were  still  remembering  the 
close  friends  who  we  had  seen  or  written 
or  called. 

I  received  a  phone  call  from  Marie, 
our  daughter-in-law. 

She  said  our  second  son,  Jeff,  had  ex¬ 
perienced  a  complete  blockage  of  his 
esophagus. 

The  doctors,  after  tests,  had  diagnosed 
his  condition  as  very  serious  because  of  a 
huge  mass  or  tumor. 

He  could  not  eat  or  even  drink  water. 
The  doctors  had  scheduled  a  biopsy  for 
the  following  morning. 

As  we  visited  him  that  night,  we  tear¬ 
fully  groped  for  words  to  convey  our 
dread,  disappointment  and  despair. 

The  next  morning  while  the  tissue  was 
being  removed  so  it  could  be  sent  to  a 
medical  center  in  Houston,  I  started  a 
chain  of  prayers  in  Jeff’s  behalf  by 
friends  who  have  a  personal  relationship 
with  our  Heavenly  Father. 

And  I,  his  mother,  who  was  completely 


Pontius'  Puddle 
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By  what  authority  do  we  judge  Lt.  Col.  North? 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  M.  Jack  O’Dell  wrote  an  arti¬ 
cle,  headlined  “Lt.  Col.  North,  the  Gospel 
and  the  Church,”  in  the  June  5  issue.  In 
that  article  he  "condemned"  Lt.  Col.  Oli¬ 
ver  North  with  the  “words  of  Jesus.” 

Mr.  O’Dell  also  stated,  “Lt.  Col.  North 
and  other  leaders  failed  in  their  righteous¬ 
ness  and  must  receive  the  consequences  of 
punishment.”  By  what  authority  does  Mr. 
O’Dell  pass  this  judgment? 

Mr.  O’Dell  seems  to  me  to  offer  a  Jesus 
that  is  foreign  to  the  words,  “Woman,  who 
condemns  you?”  When  she  answered,  “No 
man  condemns  me.  Lord,”  He  replied, 
“Neither  do  I;  go  and  sin  no  more.” 

Perhaps  Mr.  O’Dell  should  hear  also 
what  Jesus  said  to  the  woman’s  accusers, 
“Let  the  first  among  you  who  is  without 
sin  cast  the  first  stone.” 

Henry  Wayne  Wilson 
Temple,  Texas 

Was  passage  overlooked? 

To  the  Editor: 

One  could  hardly  read  the  Scriptural 
case  built  against  Lt.  Col.  Oliver  North 
by  the  Rev.  M.  Jack  O’Dell  (see  UMR, 
June  5)  without  wondering  if  perhaps  the 
good  reverend  didn’t  overlook  a  very 
pertinent  verse  in  Matthew  7:1: 


REPORTER 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III;  Richard  Stark,  Executive 
Assistant;  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel:  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  Bailey,  Circulation  Director; 
Richard  Beaty,  Comptroller;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Don  Small,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions:  Kay  Fielder, 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  John  A. 
Lovelace,  Managing  Editor;  Douglas 
Cannon,  Glen  Larum,  Roberta  Sapping- 
ton,  Stephen  Swecker,  Associate  Edi¬ 
tors;  Susan  Aguren,  Denise  Stovall, 
Staff  Writers;  Production:  Sharon  Fo¬ 
ley.  Composition  Manager;  Jean  Prall, 
Journals  Manager;  Cecil  Copeland, 
Data  Processing  &  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500). 
owned  by  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the 
Newspaper  Division,  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  Council.  2520  W.  Commerce  St.,  Dallas, 
Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  140-year  tra¬ 
dition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The  Re¬ 
porter  maintains  no  official  ties  to  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Re¬ 
porter  does  serve  as  the  official  publication  for  34 
annual  conferences  that  publish  special  regional 
editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editori¬ 
al  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of 
information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the 
pluralism  of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opin¬ 
ions  are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or 
the  conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  repre¬ 
sent  the  views  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff. 
Signed  letters  and  opinion  articles  reflect  the 
views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  Reporter  staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  before 
acceptance  but  are  not  editorially  endorsed. 

Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:  (214)  630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 

Individual  subscriptions:  $15  per  year  for  na¬ 
tional  edition;  rates  for  annual  conference  editions 
available  upon  request. 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas,  Texas. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to:  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


“Judge  not,  that  you  not  be  judged.” 

Philip  K.  Shriver 
Foster,  Oregon 

Misinformation  spread 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  at  once  sympathetic  and  ap¬ 
palled  at  the  recent  "My  Witness"  by  the 
Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield  on  the  occasion 
of  the  death  of  his  father. 

I  was  sympathetic  over  the  grief  of  one 
person  for  another  dying  of  acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome.  I  was  ap¬ 
palled  at  the  misinformation  concerning 
the  AIDS  epidemic  implicit  in  this  article. 

As  a  clergyperson  appointed  to  AIDS 
ministry,  it  has  been  my  call  over  recent 
years  to  cope  with  two  epidemics  facing 
our  world  today:  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
the  fear  epidemic. 

In  both  instances  I  have  learned  that  it 
is  a  virus,  not  people,  that  causes  AIDS. 
The  implication  that  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield  was  a  part  of  a  no-risk 
group — implied  by  no  high-risk  behavior 
other  than  ministry  with  people  with 
AIDS— is  most  upsetting  to  me. 

That  casual  contact  with  people  with 
AIDS  might  in  any  way  be  implicated  in 
the  contracting  of  AIDS  is  patently  false. 
And  worse,  it  sows  seeds  of  fear  and  mis¬ 
trust  just  when  we  must  learn  to  trust 
and  grow  closer  to  one  another  in  the 
prevention  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

I  believe  that  the  fear  and  mistrust  en¬ 
gendered  by  the  "My  Witness"  article  is 
inappropriate  within  the  context  of 
sound  religious  journalism. 

People  with  AIDS,  such  as  Finis 
Crutchfield,  contract  it  through  direct 
exposure  to  Human  Immunodeficiency 
Virus.  All  people  with  AIDS,  are  worthy 
of  our  ministry  and  support  regardless  of 
their  means  of  exposure  to  the  virus. 

As  a  church  committed  to  health-care 
ministries  and  the  redemption  of  people, 
we  should  now  place  AIDS  in  the  context 
in  which  it  belongs:  wisdom  and  compas¬ 
sion— not  self-righteous  judgmentalism. 

I  sincerely  pray  that  Bishop  Crutch¬ 
field’s  death  can  move  us  toward  that 
spirit  of  wisdom  and  compassion. 

Jeremy  Landau 
Sacramento,  California 

UMC  follows  world’s  lead 

To  the  Editor: 

I’ve  been  receiving  the  Reporter  for 
more  than  a  year  and  am  truly  amazed 
at  some  of  the  articles  contained  in  it. 
They  show  the  direction  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  going. 

It  seems  that,  if  the  world  endorses 
something,  our  church  is  not  far  behind. 

We  certainly  need  the  Good  News 
group.  It  is  not  departing  from  the  true 
foundation  of  our  Christian  faith. 

Are  we  not  like  the  Laodecea  church 
(Revelation  3:14)?  The  Bible  says  this 
church  is  lukewarm,  spiritually  poor, 
blind  and  naked 

We  must  repent  and  change  our  ways! 
We  need  Christ  again. 

Norma  Wedekind 
Raymond,  Illinois 

Reports  raise  questions 

To  the  Editor: 

The  "Washington  Post”  reported  that 
tens  of  thousands  of  girls  in  their  early 
teens  are  killed,  maimed,  crippled  and 


abandoned  after  being  married  off  at 
age  8  or  9  in  Nigeria. 

The  Associated  Press  reported  recent¬ 
ly  that  vast  numbers  of  people  are  jailed 
for  years  without  trial  in  East  Africa  and 
subjected  to  repeated,  even  routine,  ho¬ 
mosexual  rape. 

The  “Wall  Street  Journal”  reported 
that  human  rights  are  being  violated  in 
Uganda  on  a  scale  unknown  even  during 
the  reign  of  Idi  Amin. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  whether  any 
United  Methodist  lobbyists  demonstrate  in 
the  U.S.  capitol  against  such  outrages  and 
whether  any  of  our  annual  conferences 
adopt  resolutions  deploring  them. 

Or  are  human  rights  in  Africa  of  inter¬ 
est  only  when  they  are  violated  in  South 
Africa? 

“Editor  &  Publisher”  reported  that  the 
offices  of  “La  Prensa”  were  raided— 
again— by  agents  of  Nicaragua’s  Marxist 
government.  The  Sandinistas  long  ago 
shut  down  “La  Prensa”  and  all  the  other 
free  newspapers.  Now,  according  to  the 
“Editor  &  Publisher”  story,  they  are 
banning  even  leaflets  on  the  question  of 
free  expression. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  whether 
that  and  other  abuses  by  the  Marxists 
running  Nicaragua  spark  protests  by  our 
denomination. 

Or  are  human-rights  violations  in  Nic¬ 
aragua  of  interest  only  when  they  are 
committed  by  the  contras? 

Joseph  L.  Benham 
Kingwood,  Texas 

Let’s  stimulate  concern 

To  the  Editor: 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  re¬ 
cords  concern  over  loss  of  membership 
in  our  denomination  but  too  seldom  asks 
the  question  why. 

Is  the  church  made  sufficiently  mean¬ 
ingful? 

Surely  one  of  the  goals  should  be  the 
development  of  responsible  citizenship  in 
this  material  world,  which  Christ  de¬ 
clared  important  by  coming  into  it. 

He  came  as  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

As  long  as  we  as  citizens  of  this  great 
nation  continue  to  tolerate  the  squander¬ 
ing  of  our  national  resources  on  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  lethal  weaponry,  we  are  not 
following  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

As  long  as  we  continue  giving  aid  to  the 
wealthy  few  in  underdeveloped  countries 
who  suppress  the  hungry  masses,  we  are 
not  following  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

Once  a  year  we  observe  the  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing— often  a  puny  effort.  In¬ 
stead  of  encouraging  hand-outs,  should 
not  more  stress  be  laid  on  attacking  the 
roots  of  poverty  and  despair? 

Responsible  citizenship  requires  an  in¬ 
formed  citizenry.  Is  the  church  placing  suf¬ 
ficient  emphasis  on  stimulating  construc¬ 
tive  concern  for  the  causes  of  suffering? 

Gail  Asel 

Maysville,  Missouri 

Freedoms,  rights  differ 

To  the  Editor: 

Richard  Freeman’s  letter  in  the  June  12 
Reporter  typifies  the  agelong  problem  hu¬ 
manity  has  had  in  discussing  and  debating 
issues.  The  problem  is  semantics. 

We  use  the  wrong  words  for  what  we 
mean.  No  one  is  more  guilty  than  I. 


L  B 
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The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be  brief, 
must  be  original  and  must  carry  the 
signature  and  address  of  the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  not  publish  any  let¬ 
ters  received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“ Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


After  asking,  we  must  have 
faith  that  God  will  reply 


devastated,  prayed  fervently  for  a  com¬ 
plete  healing  and  for  comfort,  courage 
and  extra  strength  to  get  through  the  ag¬ 
ony  that  he  was  experiencing  at  that 
time. 

In  my  weakness  was  God’s  strength, 
for  at  noon  the  following  day,  we  re¬ 
ceived  the  miraculous  news. 

When  the  doctor  invaded  the  esopha¬ 
gus  to  rerpove  the  tissue  for  biopsies,  he 
concluded  that  the  huge  tumor  he  had 
found  in  the  x-ray  was  impacted  food 
that  he  could  push  on  down  into  Jeff’s 
stomach. 

Prayer  changes  things!  God  heard  our 
cries  for  help.  Never  underestimate  the 
power  of  prayer. 

Christ  was  born  again  that  day  in  the 
cradle  of  my  heart. 

Seventeen  biopsies  were  sent  to  the 
Houston  Medical  Center,  and  all  were  be¬ 
nign. 

What  a  sense  of  gratitude  filled  our 
hearts  and  lives,  and  I  knew  that  Jeff 
was  well  and  happy  again. 

To  know  your  children  are  happy 
makes  a  mother’s  heart  glad. 

Rosemary  Faseler  is  a  member  of  St. 
Paul's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bay 
City,  Texas  (Texas  Annual  Conference). 


By  JAMES  KELLER 

God  does  answer  prayers. 

There  are  several  ways  God  can  an¬ 
swer  prayers.  Unless  we  look  carefully, 
we  may  miss  the  answer. 

Obviously  one  way  God  can  answer 
prayer  is  to  say  no.  Nothing  happens. 

Another  way  God  answers  is  to  give 
your  wish  within  minutes  or  within  a 
short  time  after  your  prayer. 

Still  another  is  to  put  a  plan  into  mo¬ 
tion  for  you,  but  no  big  sign  comes  up 
about  what  is  going  on.  One  could  easily 
miss  this  answer. 

In  this  case,  as  in  the  “no”  answer,  one 
must  have  faith  that  God  is  guiding  you. 

When  I  was  growing  up,  I  told  God  I 
didn’t  know  what  I  wanted  to  do  for  a  liv¬ 
ing  and  asked  Him  to  show  me.  I  dropped 
it  there  and  went  on  about  my  business 
on  a  daily  basis  doing  my  best  to  live  a 
Christian  life. 

I  thought  mechanical  engineering 
would  be  interesting.  I  took  a  year  of  it  at 
Oregon  State  University.  That  convinced 
me  that  others  were  more  adept  at  the  in¬ 
tricacies  of  that  discipline  than  I. 

At  about  this  time  my  brother  became 
ill— losing  his  appetite  and  weight.  He 
had  no  stamina  and  was  pale  and  listless. 


Here  I  Stand 


We  shouldn’t  forget 
Christian  principles 
when  hitting  the  road 


Surely  the  administration  of  Hamilton 
College  has  the  “freedom"  to  restrict  the 
North  Central  New  York  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  from  freedom  of  speech  as  guests 
of  the  college. 

That,  of  course,  violates  a  basic  in¬ 
alienable  right  protected  by  our  Consti¬ 
tution  and  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Book  of  Discipline. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  North  Cen¬ 
tral  New  York  conference  has  the  free¬ 
dom  to  “politely  and  quietly  accede  to 
the  request.”  However,  if  I  understand 
the  tenets  of  our  faith  and  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples,  no  annual  conference  has  the 
right  to  restrict  freedom  of  the  pulpit. 

An  annual  conference  has  no  choice  in 
the  matter  if  it  is  to  live  by  the  laws  and 
ideals  set  before  it. 

The  editorial  writers  of  the  UMR  have 
held  to  the  integrity  of  the  Gospel  in 
their  editorial  concerning  the  “Gag  Or¬ 
der”  (see  UMR,  May  29). 

We  should  all  consider  seriously  the  dif¬ 
ferences  between  freedoms  and  rights, 
opinion  and  truth,  consensus  and  Gospel. 

We  have  the  freedom  to  put  the  Gospel 
up  for  popular  vote.  Too  often  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  church.  We  have  no 
rights  when  it  comes  to  the  Gospel  and 
the  Ten  Commandments. 

Words  are  very  important  to  the 
church,  and  our  language  should  reflect 
the  Gospel  of  God  in  our  preaching,  our 
writing,  our  teaching  and  our  singing.  Oh, 
how  difficult  it  is  for  us  to  allow  the  Gos¬ 
pel  to  change  our  old  semantic  habits. 
John  E.  Denmark 
Homosassa  Springs,  Florida 

Who’s  too  old  to  witness? 

To  the  Editor: 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  our  United 
Methodist  church  to  send  copies  of  “The 
Upper  Room”  to  shut-ins  and  members  in 
our  retirement  homes  and  health  centers. 

One  resident,  90  plus  in  age,  immobile 
except  with  the  support  of  a  walker  or  a 
wheel  chair,  was  reading  her  copy  when 
an  aide  in  the  health  center  remarked 
that  she  might  like  another  copy. 

As  I  delivered  the  extra  copy,  I  allowed 
her  to  pay  the  35  cents  as  she  insisted. 

When  the  time  came  again  for  the  new 
issue,  I  insisted  the  church  would  be  glad 
to  pay  for  the  additional  copy.  So  the  res¬ 
ident  took  the  35  cents  and  put  it  in  her 
“thank  offering”  box! 

Who  says  you  are  too  old  or  too  infirm 
to  still  witness  for  God!  When  we  plant 
seeds,  sometimes  it  is  the  little  things 
that  count. 

We  are  called  to  plant  the  seeds  as  a 
church,  and  God  gives  the  harvest. 

Pauline  Works 

St.  Petersburg,  Florida 


By  CORINNE  DANN  OLESON 
Quite  some  time  ago  our  local  minis¬ 
ter  presented  a  sermon  about  being  a 
“Highway  Christian.” 

It  was  heard  by  our  congregation  as 
summer  and  the  vacation  season  were 
beginning,  but  its  message  applies  all 
year  long. 

Among  the  points  our  pastor  highlight¬ 
ed  were  such  suggestions  as  concentra¬ 
tion  not  on  speed  but  on  reaching  a 
destination  in  one  piece,  showing  com¬ 
mon  courtesy  to  other  drivers  and  pedes¬ 
trians,  using  only  the  portion  of  the  road 
allotted  to  you,  etc. 

In  general,  the  message  was  a  remind¬ 
er  of  basic  Christian  principles  and  cre¬ 
ated  awareness  of  how  they  could  be 
used  on  the  highway. 

I  think  of  that  sermon  nearly  every 
day  as  I  drive  to  and  from  work,  run  er¬ 
rands  and  provide  taxi  service. 

I  really  try 

Am  I  a  “Highway  Christian”?  I’d  like 
to  think  so.  I  try  to  be.  I  really  do.  But 
very  often  it’s  difficult. 

A  not-so-Christian  driver  drives  irra¬ 
tionally,  puts  your  car  and/or  your  life  in 
jeopardy,  or  is  simply  a  menace.  Dealing 
with  those  people  makes  being  a  high¬ 
way  Christian  a  true  challenge! 

How  often  are  we  in  so  much  of  a  hur¬ 
ry  that  we  speed  up,  so  that  a  driver  ap¬ 
proaching  from  an  entrance  ramp  or 
intersection  will  not  get  ahead  of  us? 

Or,  take  a  driver  who,  for  example, 
cuts  in  front  of  us,  narrowly  missing  our 
front  fender.  We  might  try  to  think  of 
some  sort  of  retaliation  so  we  can  “get 
even”  further  down  the  road. 

Indeed,  it  is  frustrating  and  annoying 
to  share  the  streets  with  discourteous 
drivers  who  are  looking  out  only  for 
themselves. 

But  instead  of  letting  your  temper 
flare,  honking  your  horn  or  frantically 
shaking  your  fist,  try  using  your  energy 
differently— or  at  least  controlling  it  un¬ 
til  you  have  stopped  the  car  and  have 
cooled  down  a  bit. 

“Use  your  brakes  instead  of  your 
horn,”  my  dad  advised  me  when  I  was 
learning  to  drive.  Brakes,  indeed!  Is  it 
really  worth  it  to  speed  up  so  that  some¬ 
one  won’t  cut  in  front  of  you? 

Use  your  energy  on  the  brakes,  rather 
than  the  accelerator.  That  will  probably 
amount  to  only  a  matter  of  seconds, 
timewise,  and  you’ll  at  least  be  intact 
when  you  reach  your  destination. 

Consider  these  approaches 

Here  are  a  few  measures  you  might 
try  to  help  you  be  a  better  “Highway 
Christian.” 

l.Your  life  and  the  lives  of  your 
passengers  are  prime  consider¬ 
ation.  Letting  another  car  reach 
the  corner  first  is  far  less  impor¬ 
tant  than  those  lives  in  your  car. 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a 
simple-to-prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your 
own  church's  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  cover¬ 
age  on  the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its 
preparation  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And 
many  report  that  a  Reporter  edition  "more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased 
congregational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 


My  parents  took  him  to  several  doc¬ 
tors.  They  could  find  no  cause  and  no 
cure  for  the  malady.  It  was  suggested 
that  my  parents  take  him  to  an  osteo¬ 
pathic  physician. 

After  seeing  his  condition  right  itself 
within  a  month  and  watching  the  doctor 
at  his  work,  I  thought  I’d  enjoy  that  type 
of  work. 

The  way  was  opened  for  me  to  attend 
the  osteopathic  college  in  Kirksville, 
Mo.,  and  I  graduated  four  years  later. 

On  the  day  of  graduation,  I  told  God 
that  I  had  10  fingers  that  he  could  use  as 
long  as  He  saw  fit. 

Since  that  time,  I  have  enjoyed  the 
work  He  led  me  into.  This  work  included 
many  successes  with  health  problems 
plus  the  opportunity  to  teach  the  art  to 
more  than  3,000  students. 

I  guess  I’m  a  bit  thick,  but  finally  I  re¬ 
alized  that  my  prayer  was  in  the  process 
of  being  answered. 

After  you  have  prayed,  have  faith  that 
God  will  answer  to  your  benefit. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 

James  A.  Keller  is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Kirksville, 
Mo.  (Missouri  East  Annual  Conference). 


2.  Obey  all  traffic  laws.  You’ll  be 
doing  more  than  complying  with 
the  law.  You’ll  increase  your 
chances  of  a  successful  trip,  will 
be  setting  a  good  example  for  oth¬ 
er  motorists  and  will  be  a  consid¬ 
erate  Christian  driver  in  doing  so. 

3.  Use  your  seat  belt,  and  insist 
that  your  passengers  do  likewise. 
The  seat  belt  may  be  ugly  and  con¬ 
fining,  but  it  has  a  purpose.  You 
never  know  when  your  seat  belt 
might  save  your  life.  God  may  be 
on  your  side,  but  a  little  extra  as¬ 
surance  won’t  hurt. 

4.  Forget  about  trying  to  “get 
even”  with  a  driver  who  has  an¬ 
noyed  you.  You’ll  gain  nothing  in 
retaliating  and  may  even  jeopar¬ 
dize  yourself  or  your  car  in  trying 
to  do  so. 

5.  Show  the  same  courtesy  to  other 
drivers  that  you’d  like  to  see  them 
extend  to  you.  (Isn’t  that  the  Same 
as  the  Golden  Rule?)  Yes,  it  is;  and 
why  not  put  the  Golden  Rule  into 
practice  on  the  street,  too? 

6.  Show  your  appreciation  to  the 
kind  soul  who  shows  you  a  special 
act  of  kindness  above  and  beyond 
normal.  Wave  your  appreciation. 
Then  say  a  prayer  of  thanks  in  his 
or  her  behalf. 

7.  When  you  reach  your  destination 
after  a  narrow  escape,  stop.  Look 
up.  Thank  God  that  you  got  where 
you  were  going  safely.  Consider  it 
an  answer  to  an  unspoken  prayer. 
Remember,  sometimes  God  an¬ 
swers  your  prayers  before  you  ask. 
After  all,  He  knows  your  needs 
long  before  they’re  obvious  to  you. 

8.  When  you’re  stranded  in  traffic  or 
sitting  at  a  red  light  for  what  seems 
like  an  eternity,  use  that  time  con¬ 
structively.  Instead  of  becoming  ir¬ 
ritated  at  the  delay,  consider  it  a 
gift  of  time  from  God.  Then  use  that 
time  to  enjoy  the  beauty  of  your 
surroundings,  pray  or  silently  sing 
your  favorite  hymns. 

Imagine  Christ  in  car 

Being  a  “Highway  Christian”  is  some¬ 
times  difficult  but  never  impossible. 
Drive  as  if  Christ  were  sitting  in  the 
front  seat  with  you. 

Doing  that  will  surely  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  your  driving  habits,  and  He’d 
probably  even  wear  His  seat  belt! 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church.  Corinne  Dann  Oleson  is  a  member 
of  Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  Des 
Moines,  Iowa  (Iowa  Annual  Conference.) 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here  I 
Stand”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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How  the  story  unfolds 

MAY  1985— National  Collegiate  Athletic  Association  hands  Southern 
Methodist  University  its  severest-yet  penalty,  including  loss  of  45  foot¬ 
ball  scholarships  and  ineligiblity  to  appear  in  televised  games  or  post¬ 
season  bowl  games.  SMU  appeals  NCAA  ruling. 

JUNE  1985— NCAA  membership  adopts  so-called  “death  penalty” 
legislation,  effective  Sept.  1,  1985.  That  gives  the  NCAA  committee  on 
infractions  authority  to  impose  severe  sanctions  on  repeat  offenders, 
including  suspension  of  an  entire  sports  program.  SMU  is  one  of  six 
schools  voting  against  the  new  rule. 

AUGUST  1985— NCAA  membership  overrules  SMU's  appeal.  SMU 
Athletic  Director  Bob  Hitch,  Board  of  Governors  Chairman  Bill  Cle¬ 
ments,  SMU  President  Donald  Shields  and  Board  of  Trustees  Chairman 
Edwin  L.  Cox  Sr.  discuss  whether  to  stop  payments  to  football  players 
in  light  of  “death  penalty”  soon  to  take  effect.  Clements  and  Hitch 
agree  payments  should  continue,  and  Clements  tells  Hitch  to  do  it. 

NOVEMBER  1986— Reports  surface  that  SMU  had  continued  im¬ 
proper  payments  to  some  football  players  after  May  1985  penalties  by 
NCAA.  SMU  and  NCAA  begin  joint  investigation. 

DECEMBER— A  10-member  SMU  committee  on  intercollegiate  ath¬ 
letics  begins  six  months  of  work.  That  effort  resulted  in  a  report  rec¬ 
ommending  that  SMU  stay  in  the  Southwest  Conference  as  well  as 
extensive  safeguards  to  prevent  NCAA  rules  from  being  broken. 

JANUARY  1987— The  United  Methodist  Church’s  University  Senate, 
during  an  on-campus  visit,  identifies  serious  flaws  in  SMU  governance 
system  and  demands  the  university  begin  a  study  to  correct  those 
flaws. 

FEBRUARY— NCAA,  acting  on  information  supplied  by  a  “secret” 
SMU  source— later  identified  as  Athletic  Director  Hitch— levies  its 
harshest-ever  penalty  against  the  school’s  football  program.  The  1987 
football  season  is  suspended  by  NCAA.  Limitations  on  scholarships  and 
“away”  games  are  so  severe  that  SMU  officials  decide  to  suspend  1988 
season  also. 

MARCH— Texas  Gov.  William  Clements  reveals  that  he  and  other 
members  of  the  SMU  Board  of  Governors  had  approved  continuing  im¬ 
proper  payments  to  athletes.  A  panel  of  five  United  Methodist  bishops 
is  appointed  to  conduct  an  independent  investigation  of  those  actions. 
SMU  Board  of  Trustees,  acting  on  recommendations  growing  out  of  the 
University  Senate-mandated  governance  study,  abolishes  the  Board  of 
Governors  and  establishes  an  interim  executive  committee  to  act  for 
the  school’s  Board  of  Trustees  until  governance  reform  can  be  com¬ 
pleted. 

APRIL— Bishops’  Committee  urges  SMU  not  to  permit  any  lawsuits 
to  be  filed  on  the  university’s  behalf  against  parties  alleged  to  have 
damaged  the  school’s  reputation  or  programs.  The  bishops  reason  that 
such  suits,  while  possibly  justified,  would  produce  more  harm  than  ben¬ 
efit  for  SMU. 

MAY— SMU  Board  of  Trustees  adopts  a  comprehensive  new  plan  of 
governance  designed  to  ensure  accountability  in  the  governing  process 
and  reduces  the  size  of  the  board.  That  reduction  required  the  resigna¬ 
tions  of  several  longtime  members  implicated  in  the  scandal.  Dr.  A. 
Kenneth  Pye,  a  law  professor  and  former  chancellor  at  Duke  Universi¬ 
ty,  is  named  SMU’s  ninth  president,  effective  Aug.  17. 

JUNE— Bishops’  Committee  delivers  its  48-page  “Report  on  SMU,” 
detailing  the  progression  of  events  that  began  20  years  ago  with 
changes  in  SMU’s  governance  structure.  Those  changes  reduced  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  role  at  the  school  and  created  a  self-perpet¬ 
uating  Board  of  Trustees  and  a  smaller,  policy-making  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors.  That  smaller  group  was  chaired  during  those  20  years  by  three 
men— William  Clements,  Edwin  Cox  and  Robert  Stewart.  All  were  im¬ 
plicated  in  the  bishops’  report  for  knowing  about  or  participating  in  de¬ 
cisions  to  continue  improper  inducements  to  athletes. 
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DALLAS— The  four  members  of  the  Bishops’  Committee  listen  to  a  reporter’s  question  during  a  news  confer¬ 
ence  at  which  they  highlighted  their  48-page  report  on  Southern  Methodist  University.  They  are  (from  left)  Bishops 
Ben  Oliphint  of  Houston;  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt  of  Albuquerque,  N.M.;  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  of  Lincoln,  Neb.;  and  W. 
T.  Handy  Jr.  of  St.  Louis.  Behind  the  bishops  are  (from  left)  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  the  committee’s  me¬ 
dia  liaison,  and  two  attorneys  from  an  Austin,  Texas,  law  firm,  John  Harmon  (behind  Bishop  Oliphint)  and  J.  Chrys 
Dougherty. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— The  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
ops’  Committee  assigned  to  investigate 
SMU’s  football  scandal  was  created 
March  10  and  asked  to  complete  its  re¬ 
port  by  March  20. 

The  Bishops’  Committee  was  specifi¬ 
cally  asked  by  SMU’s  since-disbanded 
Board  of  Governors  to: 

•Investigate  the  role  played  in  con¬ 
tinuing  improper  payments  to  athletes 
by  members  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 

•Interview  anyone  committee  mem¬ 
bers  suspected  took  part  in  the  decision  to 
make  or  continue  payments  to  athletes  or 
knew  anything  about  the  payments. 

•  Probe  circumstances  surrounding 
resignations  of  three  key  athletic  depart¬ 
ment  officials  to  find  out  if  the  three  had 
been  paid  off  to  withhold  information 
about  violations  of  National  Collegiate 
Athletic  Association  rules. 

The  committee  recognized  immediately 
that  the  task  could  not  be  completed  with¬ 
in  10  days.  The  bishops  accepted  the  task 
only  on  condition  that  they  would  be  given 
“resources  and  time”  necessary  to  conduct 
a  full  investigation.  They  then  set— and 
met— a  June  19  timetable  for  completion. 

The  independent  committee  was 


formed  after  the  SMU  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  was  stunned  by  Texas  Gov.  William 
Clements’  March  3  revelations  that  some 
among  its  inner  circle  had  approved  con¬ 
tinuing  payments  to  athletes  in  violation 
of  NCAA  rules.  The  board  called  on  Bish¬ 
op  John  Russell  of  Dallas  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  conduct  an  outside  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  scandal. 

Because  he  was  himself  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Governors,  Bishop  Russell 
named  Bishop  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt  of 
Albuquerque,  N.M.,  to  head  the  probe. 

Four  other  bishops  from  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  South  Central  Jurisdiction— 
which  legally  owns  SMU— were  selected 
to  serve  on  the  committee:  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  W.  T.  Handy  Jr. 
of  St.  Louis  and  Ben  Oliphint  of  Houston. 

A  fifth  bishop,  Walter  L.  Underwood  of 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  played  an  active  role  in 
the  panel's  work  until  his  death  April  15. 

At  a  news  conference  announcing  cre¬ 
ation  of  the  committee.  Bishop  Schowen¬ 
gerdt  explained,  “We  are  looking  for  truth 
so  we  can  rebuild  a  relationship  between  a 
great  university  and  a  fine  church.” 

The  Bishops'  Committee  hired  the  law 
firm  of  Graves,  Dougherty,  Hearon  and 
Moody  to  help  conduct  the  investigation. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— A  special  committee  of 
four  United  Methodist  bishops  investigat¬ 
ing  the  Southern  Methodist  University 
“pay-for-play”  football  scandal  capped 
its  three-month  probe  June  19  with  a  re¬ 
port  that  the  bishops  identified  as  “a 
search  for  truth,  not  retribution.” 

The  bishops  said  their  48-page  report 
to  the  SMU  Board  of  Trustees  could  help 
heal  the  United  Methodist-owned  school’s 
bruised  reputation.  They  said  their  re¬ 
port  was  designed  to  "set  forth  in  narra¬ 
tive  form  ‘the  whole  story.’  ” 

The  report  describes  events;  names 
names;  details  an  elaborate  coverup  to 
protect  powerful  people;  cites  specific 
amounts  of  “hush  money"  and  offers  rec¬ 
ommendations  to  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

“SMU  is  not  named  Southern  Universi¬ 
ty,”  committee  chairman  Bishop  Louis  W. 
Schowengerdt  of  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  told 
reporters  at  a  June  19  news  conference, 
“but  Southern  Methodist  University. 

“The  Christian  faith  should  always 
guide  the  university.  ‘Everybody  else  is  do¬ 
ing  it’  should  never  be  an  excuse  at  SMU.” 

At  the  news  conference  in  Highland 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  adjacent 
to  the  SMU  campus,  each  bishop  dealt 
with  a  facet  of  the  investigation. 

•  Bishop  Schowengerdt  offered  an 
overview  of  the  bishops’  findings.  “We 
asked  hard  questions,"  he  said  later.  “It’s 
not  a  flattering  report.” 

•Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of  Houston  ze¬ 
roed  in  on  the  coverup  by  which  SMU  offi¬ 
cials  tried  to  protect  members  of  SMU’s 
former  Board  of  Governors,  including 
Texas  Gov.  William  P.  Clements  Jr. 

•  Bishop  W.T.  Handy  of  St.  Louis  dis¬ 
cussed  payoffs  to  the  former  athletic  di¬ 
rector  and  head  football  coach  as  well  as 
to  a  fired  tutorial  employee  in  the  athlet¬ 
ic  department  who  threatened  to  report 
rules  infractions. 

•  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  Neb.,  outlined  the  bishops’  recom¬ 
mendations  for  restoring  SMU’s 
reputation.  Those  include  a  huge  late- 
summer  gathering  of  the  entire  universi¬ 
ty  community  focused  on  repentance, 
reconciliation  and  renewal. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  unanimously 
accepted  the  bishops’  20  recommenda¬ 
tions  “in  principle”  and  asked  its  execu¬ 
tive  committee  to  suggest  ways  to 
implement  the  actions,  Bishop  Hearn 
told  the  news  conference. 

Bishops  call  for  rally 

The  bishops  said  many  of  those  in¬ 
volved  in  the  athletic  scandal  were  re¬ 
pentant,  admitting  that  they  had  made 
mistakes  even  though  they  may  have 
thought  at  the  time  that  they  were  doing 
the  right  thing. 

"The  past  does  not  determine  the  fu¬ 
ture,”  Bishop  Hearn  said.  He  insisted  even 
former  members  of  the  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  named  in  the  report  could  be  wel¬ 
comed  back  to  roles  supporting  the  school. 

Bishop  Hearn  said  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  theology  emphasizes  "for¬ 
giveness,  reconciliation  and  renewal.” 

Also  the  university  needs  to  cultivate 
an  atmosphere  of  openness  by  opening 
all  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to 
the  public,  he  said.  “Never  again  should 
one  or  two  people  be  allowed  to  make 
the  decisions  at  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity,”  Bishop  Hearn  said. 

The  bishops  concluded  their  report  by 
admitting  that  they  were  among  those 
who  share  the  blame  for  their  “failure  as 
trustees.”  They  said  that  at  the  major 
public  event  they  are  recommending  be 
held  at  SMU,  they  and  others  could  re¬ 
dedicate  themselves  to  restoring  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  reputation. 

“What  we  are  really  saying,"  Bishop 
Handy  said,  “is  that  all  members  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  and  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees  must  share  some  blame  for  what 
took  place.” 

Although  the  report  focuses  on  the 
football  payment  scandal,  rumors  and 
comments  about  violations  in  other  SMU 
sports  programs  prompted  the  bishops  to 
urge  incoming  SMU  president  A.  Ken¬ 
neth  Pye  to  investigate  all  sports. 

“With  SMU’s  past  history,”  said  Bishop 
Hearn,  “the  new  president  needs  to  be 
charged  with  the  responsibility  ...  to  make 
certain  (National  Collegiate  Athletic  Asso¬ 
ciation  rules)  are  carried  out  explicitly.” 

Such  oversight  should  be  an  ongoing 
responsibility  of  the  president,  “not  just 
an  initial  response,"  Bishop  Hearn  said. 

Dr.  Pye,  a  law  professor  and  former 
chancellor  at  Duke  University,  told  the 
Reporter  from  his  Durham,  N.C.,  home 
that  he  had  not  seen  the  Bishops’  Com¬ 
mittee  report  but  expected  to  receive  a 
copy  this  week.  He  is  to  assume  the  SMU 
presidency  Aug.  17. 

A  special  audit  of  the  athletic  depart¬ 
ment  reported  June  19  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  that,  with  two  minor  exceptions, 
there  had  been  no  instances  of  university 
funds  being  used  to  pay  student  athletes. 

Scandal  pieced  together 

The  bishops’  report  carefully  chroni¬ 
cles  the  football  scandal,  including  delib¬ 
erate  strategies  to  protect  key  figures 
from  being  included  (see  separate  story.) 

After  interviews  with  62  people  start¬ 
ing  in  March,  including  all  members  of 
the  former  Board  of  Governors  and  most 
key  figures  in  the  scandal,  the  bishops 
pieced  together  events  that  led  to  a 
NCAA  “death  penalty”  for  the  football 
program  and  to  major  reform  of  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  governance  structure. 

The  report: 

•  Details  the  decision  by  Texas  Gov. 
Clements,  then  chairman  of  the  SMU 
Board  of  Governors  (subsequently  dis¬ 
banded),  and  others  on  the  board  to  con¬ 
tinue  payments  to  athletes  in  an  attempt 


to  "phase  out"  the  infractions  without 
being  caught; 

•Recounts  events  leading  up  to  the 
NCAA  penalty  and  names  the  NCAA’s  pre¬ 
viously  undisclosed  "secret  source”— for¬ 
mer  SMU  athletic  director  Robert  Hitch. 

•  Reveals  how  a  joint  SMU-NCAA  probe 
last  fall  was  in  reality  part  of  a  “damage 
containment”  plan  by  university  officials 
orchestrated  to  keep  improper  actions  of 
Gov.  Clements  and  some  other  members 
of  the  SMU  Board  of  Governors,  SMU  ad¬ 
ministration  and  athletic  department  from 
being  publicly  identified. 

Price  of  containment  came  high 

Despite  the  “containment”  strategy, 
SMU’s  football  program  received  the 
harshest  penalty  ever  levied  by  the 
NCAA.  But  what  was  widely  suspected 
and  not  generally  known  until  the  bish¬ 
ops’  report  was  that  there  was  another 
price:  nearly  $900,000. 

Bishop  Handy  told  the  news  confer¬ 
ence  that  the  school  agreed  to  pay  Mr. 
Hitch  $246,442  through  May  31,  1989;  de¬ 
parting  head  football  coach  Bobby  Col¬ 
lins  $556,272  through  Dec.  31,  1990;  and 
departing  assistant  Athletic  Director 
Henry  Lee  Parker  $60,299  through  May 
31, 1988. 

These  fulfilments  of  their  contracts,  to¬ 
taling  $863,013,  were  part  of  an  agreement 
by  the  three  “to  go  before  the  NCAA  and 
take  the  blame”— but  without  being  identi¬ 
fied— for  the  improper  payments  to  stu¬ 
dent  athletes,  the  bishop  said. 

In  addition,  Bishop  Handy  said  the 
school  earlier  had  paid  off  a  fired  tutori¬ 
al  employee  with  a  $17,500  settlement 
after  she  threatened  to  blow  the  whistle 
about  NCAA  infractions. 

The  bishops  recommended  that  no  fu¬ 
ture  termination  agreements  be  written 
that  obligate  SMU  for  more  than  one 
year’s  payments  without  specific  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

‘Doing  what  he  was  told’ 

The  three  athletic  department  offi¬ 
cials  had  participated  in  the  continuing 
payments  to  athletes,  but  Mr.  Hitch  an¬ 
swered  criticism  about  his  role  by  saying 
“he  was  only  doing  what  he  was  told,” 
the  bishops  said. 

Mr.  Hitch  said  he  had  received  direct 
orders  to  continue  payments  from  Mr. 
Clements  in  August  1985,  the  bishops  re¬ 
ported.  Those  orders  came  during  a  two- 
man  conversation  on  an  SMU  parking  lot 
following  a  meeting  with  then-President 
Donald  Shields  and  Board  of  Trustees 
Chairman  Edwin  L.  Cox  Sr. 

According  to  the  bishops’  report,  Mr. 
Clements  disputes  that  account.  He  con¬ 
tends  that  the  decision  to  continue  the 
payments  had  been  made  earlier  that 
year  and  that  the  15-minute  parking  lot 
discussion  simply  confirmed  it. 

Mr.  Hitch,  however,  recalled  the  meet¬ 
ing  as  “Clements  telling  him  specifically 
and  unambiguously,  ‘Then  do  it,’  ”  after 
he  was  told  that  payments  could  contin¬ 
ue  being  “wound  down,”  the  bishops  said. 

In  October  1986,  televised  revelations 
by  former  football  player  David  Stanley 
alerted  the  NCAA  to  the  continuing  pay¬ 
ments.  At  that  point  three  longtime 
members  of  the  SMU  Board  of  Trust¬ 


ees— Mr.  Cox,  O.  Paul  Corley  and 
William  L.  Hutchison— convinced  Mr. 
Hitch  he  should  shoulder  the  blame. 

Mr.  Hitch  agreed  to  appear  before  the 
NCAA  to  "confess”  how  the  payment 
program  worked. 

There  was  one  catch,  however:  Mr. 
Hitch  demanded  "absolute  confidential¬ 
ity.”  The  SMU  athletic  director  insisted 
that  he  could  "not  be  identified  as  the  per¬ 
son  who  furnished  the  information,  and  no 
players,  staff  or  boosters  would  be 
named,”  the  bishop’s  report  said.  “Second, 
there  would  be  no  confirming  interviews.” 

That  was  all  part  of  the  "containment 
strategy”  by  the  small  inner  circle  of 
SMU  board  leaders,  the  bishops  said. 

NCAA  officials  accepted  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  confidentiality,  without  which 
they  had  no  provable  case  against  SMU, 
the  bishops  said. 

From  the  interview  with  Mr.  Hitch  the 
NCAA  obtained  information  that  led  to 
the  Feb.  25  announcement  suspending 
the  1987  SMU  football  season  and  severe¬ 
ly  restricting  the  number  of  scholarships 
to  be  offered  in  1988  and  1989. 

Not  until  early  March  revelations  by 
Mr.  Clements  was  the  scandal  publicly 
linked  to  SMU’s  inner  circle  of  leaders. 

Governance  flaw  illuminated 

The  larger  problem  of  governance, 
however,  had  been  identified  in  a  sepa¬ 
rate  examination  of  the  university. 

In  January,  an  inspection  team  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  University  Sen¬ 
ate  was  on  campus  and  found  that  control 
of  the  school  was  in  the  hands  of  a  few  key 
members  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 

The  team  gave  SMU  an  April  1  dead¬ 
line  to  respond  to  what  the  inspection 
unit  found  “troubling"  regarding  SMU’s 
academics,  finances  and  governance  as 
well  as  athletics. 

The  Bishops’  Committee  report  in¬ 
cludes  an  account  of  a  key  meeting  that 
underlines  problems  both  in  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  athletic  department  and  in  its  over¬ 
all  governance. 

The  account  details  an  Oct.  20,  1986, 
meeting  demanded  by  SMU  booster 
Sherwood  Blount  with  then-Board  of 
Governors  chairman  Clements.  Also  at 
the  meeting  were  SMU  attorney  John 
McElhaney  and  Mr.  Blount  s  attorney, 
James  Drakeley. 

Mr.  Blount,  a  Dallas  real  estate  devel¬ 
oper  and  sports  agent,  was  one  of  nine 
boosters  earlier  banned  by  the  NCAA 
from  further  contact  with  the  SMU  ath¬ 
letic  department. 

He  became  furious  because  SMU  Presi¬ 
dent  Shields  had  been  publicly  blaming 
him  for  SMU’s  problems  with  the  NCAA 
and  was  threatening  “to  take  matters  into 
his  own  hands”  if  that  wasn’t  stopped. 

At  that  time,  Mr.  Clements’  successful 
campaign  for  governor  of  Texas  was  in 
its  final  weeks,  and  revelations  of  pay¬ 
ments  to  former  footballer  David  Stan¬ 
ley  had  not  yet  surfaced. 

Mr.  Blount  told  the  Oct.  20  meeting  that 
he  and  Assistant  Athletic  Director  Parker 
were  "getting  the  payroll  wound  down.” 

“Clements  said  that  was  good,”  the 
bishops  were  told. 

As  far  back  as  March  1985  Mr.  Blount 
had  told  three  trustees— Mr.  Clements, 
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Dallas  businessman  Robert  H.  Stewart 
III  and  former  Dallas  Mayor  Robert  S. 
Folsom— and  two  other  boosters  that 
SMU  had  a  "payroll”  of  agreed-to  pay¬ 
ments  to  football  players  to  meet.  Two 
months  later,  the  bishops  reported,  the 
“wind-down”  of  illicit  payments  to  play¬ 
ers  was  in  place. 

Following  his  public  castigation  by 
President  Shields  in  1986,  Mr.  Blount  re¬ 
portedly  told  representatives  of  Dallas 
and  Fort  Worth  newspapers  that  Mr.  Cle¬ 
ments  had  approved  continuing  the  pay¬ 
ments  to  athletes  from  a  $400,000  slush 
fund  contributed  by  boosters. 

Power  usurped 

But  another  aspect  of  the  Oct.  20.  1986. 
meeting  demonstrated  the  usurpation  of 
power  by  a  few  leaders  within  the  21- 
member  Board  of  Governors. 

The  bishops’  report  said,  “Blount  com¬ 
plained  to  Clements  about  Shields’  public 
statements  placing  the  blame  on  Blount 
and  other  boosters  for  SMU’s  problems 
and  Blount  lamented  his  outcast  status.” 

Mr.  Clements  told  Mr.  Blount  that 
rather  than  resigning  as  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  if  elected  governor 
of  the  state,  as  he  expected,  he  planned 
to  keep  the  SMU  post  until  June. 

“He  had  some  unfinished  business  to 
take  care  of,”  the  bishops’  report  said. 
“He  assured  Blount  that  Shields  would  be 
replaced  as  president.  ” 

Soon  thereafter  Mr.  Clements  told  Dr 
Shields  to  stop  his  public  comments  about 
Mr.  Blount  and  talked  to  four  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board  of  Governors.  "They  all 
agreed  that  Shields  would  be  fired  in  May 
1987,”  the  bishop’s  report  said. 

Less  than  a  month  later  Dr.  Shields 
stepped  down  for  health  reasons. 

Mr.  Clements’  remarks  reinforced  the 
common  belief  on  the  SMU  campus— re¬ 
ported  to  the  bishops  by  an  unnamed  ath¬ 
letic  department  staff  member— "that 
only  one  person  ran  SMU  and  that  was 
Bill  Clements,  not  Don  Shields.” 

That  unofficial  process  was  already 
being  changed.  A  special  governance 
study  was  drafting  radical  changes  for 
the  school’s  system  of  governance. 

The  changes,  adopted  May  8  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  are  designed  to  in¬ 
crease  the  authority  of  the  SMU  presi¬ 
dent  and  provide  checks  and  balances  to 
ensure  that  no  “inner  circle"  ever  again 
usurps  power  at  the  university  (see 
UMR,  May  15). 
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Report  offers  20  recommendations 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— The  United  Methodist 
Bishops’  Committee  investigating 
Southern  Methodist  University  includ¬ 
ed  20  specific  recommendations  in  the 
48-page  report  it  issued  June  19. 

Among  those,  the  bishops: 

•Called  for  vigorous  oversight  of 
all  SMU  athletic  programs,  including 
a  complete  investigation  of  all  sports. 

•Urged  that  no  university  con¬ 
tracts  include  “confidentiality  provi¬ 
sions”  without  approval  of  the  SMU 
president. 

•  Said  the  university  should  “foster 
an  atmosphere  of  openness  and  free 
inquiry,  not  an  atmosphere  of  secrecy 
and  confidentiality”  and  said  the 
Board  of  Trustees  "should  adhere  to 
the  open  meetings  policy  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.” 

•Advocated  several  patterns  of  re¬ 
lating  the  SMU  Board  of  Trustees  and 
its  executive  committee  to  ensure  that 
the  university’s  new  governance  pro¬ 
cess  approved  this  spring  is  followed. 

•  Suggested  that  a  university  office 
of  vice  president  for  church  relations 


be  created  as  a  direct  link  to 
strengthen  relations  between  the  de¬ 
nomination  and  SMU. 

The  bishops  outlined  a  four-step 
process  for  taking  the  school  down 
“the  surest  path”  to  restoring  its  rep¬ 
utation  as  a  church-related  academic 
institution. 

The  first  step,  the  bishops  said,  was 
full  disclosure. 

While  admitting  that  many  of  the 
committee's  findings  are  "embarrass¬ 
ing  and  offensive,"  the  bishops  said 
that  disclosure  was  necessary. 

The  remaining  three  steps  beyond 
disclosure  were  “repentance,  recon¬ 
ciliation  and  renewal,"  the  Bishops’ 
Committee  said. 

In  an  effort  to  help  shepherd  SMU 
through  those  steps,  the  Bishops’ 
Committee  suggested  a  huge  late- 
summer  gathering  of  everyone  con¬ 
cerned  about  SMU.  The  rally  could 
focus  on  "putting  the  past  behind  and 
articulating  our  vision  of  the  future,” 
the  committee  said. 

The  bishops  said  a  major  public 
event  could  help  bring  past  and  pres¬ 
ent  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 


and  the  now-defunct  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  back  together  “to  put  past  sins 
behind  (and)  celebrate  a  new  begin¬ 
ning  for  a  great  academic  institution 
related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church.” 

The  event  would  be  staged  with 
bishops,  clergy  and  lay  leaders  of  the 
denomination;  school  administrators, 
faculty,  staff,  alumni  and  students; 
and  the  public  demonstrating  "a  visi¬ 
ble  drawing  together”  of  everyone 
concerned  about  the  university.  It 
would  be  planned  by  College  of  Bish¬ 
ops  of  the  church’s  South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction,  SMU’s  president  and  the 
chairman  of  SMU’s  Board  of  Trustees. 

In  addition,  the  bishops  called  for 
the  Board  of  Trustees’  membership  to 
include  representatives  of  the  annual 
conferences  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
which  owns  the  school. 

All  the  recommendations  were  ap¬ 
proved  "in  principle"  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  referred  to  its  executive 
committee  to  develop  plans  for  their 
implementation. 

—GLEN  LARUM 
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‘Caring  communities’  helped  church  turn  around 
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By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

WICHITA.  Kan  — These  weren’t  the 
faces  of  a  typical  Sunday-school  class. 
These  were  faces  of  a  “church  aflame." 

One  young  woman  sat  hunched  in  a 
chair  at  one  end  of  the  half -circle  in  this 
First  United  Methodist  Church  class.  She 
tightly  clasped  her  hands  in  her  lap. 

"I  have  everything  I  need,"  she  said. 
"He  lets  me  rest  in  the  meadow  grass. 

. . .  And  afterward  .  .  afterward  .  ..  af¬ 
terward  I  will  live  with  you. . . 

She  stopped  her  recitation  momentarily. 

Forever  in  your  house!”  she  fin¬ 
ished  triumphantly. 

Wilma  Shuart,  assistant  director  of  the 
Religious  Nurture  Center  at  First  UMC, 
beamed  at  the  young  woman. 

"Now.  what  is  that,  honey?”  she  asked. 

The  young  woman  squinted  her  eyes 
and  bobbed  her  head  up  and  down,  think¬ 
ing  hard. 

“In  my  . . .  Father’s  . . .  house?"  she 
haltingly  offered. 


The  church 


KANSAS 


"It's  the  23rd  Psalm,”  Mrs.  Shuart 
gently  said  to  the  group  of  mentally  re¬ 
tarded  adults. 

Ministry  to  mentally  retarded  people 
is  just  one  ministry  from  which  this 
2. 600-member  congregations  has 
stripped  less-than-positive  stereotypes 
and  replaced  them  with  new  images. 

In  the  room  next  door,  Wilma's  hus¬ 
band.  Ralph,  rocked  a  physically  and 
mentally  retarded  boy.  Other  handi¬ 
capped  youngsters  played  on  the  play¬ 
room  floor,  negotiating  a  barrel  with 
both  ends  cut  out. 

Their  parents,  many  of  whom  are  not 
United  Methodists,  may  have  left  the 
children  there  this  Sunday  morning  while 


WICHITA,  Kan.— Ralph  Sbuart’s  rocking  chair,  shared  with  a  handi¬ 
capped  boy,  symbolizes  a  “church  aflame”  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  “Loving  arms”  ministries  like  this  one  have  helped  the  2,600- 
member  congregation  strip  stereotypes  from  many  people. 


attending  the  church  of  their  choice— or 
no  church. 

First  UMC’s  care  program  for  handi¬ 
capped  youngsters  and  its  celebrated 
ministry  to  America's  “other  major¬ 
ity"— singles— has  made  it  one  of  the 
most  unusual  congregations  in  United 
Methodism,  especially  in  the  Midwest. 

But  it  hasn’t  always  been  that  way, 
church  officials  said.  And  the  congregation 
had  to  break  down  some  of  its  own  stereo¬ 
types  to  rally  a  declining  membership. 

Secret  found  in  mid-70s 

Bishop  Richard  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area) 
reportedly  uncovered  the  secret  when  he 
was  pastor  there  in  the  mid-70s.  He 
found  that  most  new  members  were 
coming  into  First  UMC  through  small 
groups  such  as  Sunday-school  classes. 
They  were  creating  “koinonia"  caring 
communities  accepting  of  newcomers, 
he  said. 

It  was  that  kind  of  koinonia  that  won 
over  Ernestine  Krehbiel  and  her  family. 

"Ten  years  ago  I  said,  ‘I’ll  never  go 
back  to  being  a  Methodist,  and  if  I  did, 
I'd  never  go  to  that  fancy  church  down¬ 
town,  ’  "  said  Mrs.  Krehbiel. 

Reared  as  a  Methodist,  she  had  under¬ 
gone  a  "powerful,  born-again  experi¬ 
ence"  in  a  small  church  in  another 
denomination  away  from  her  hometown 
of  Wichita. 

When  she  returned  to  Wichita,  she  just 
knew  First  UMC  couldn't  be  the  "small, 
intimate  church  with  people  who  cared 
and  shared  and  touched"  that  she  want¬ 
ed. 

But  there  was  a  surprise  waiting  for 
her  at  the  “fancy”  church  at  330  North 
Broadway,  Mrs.  Krehbiel  said.  It  didn’t 
act  like  a  huge,  impersonal  church.  It 
acted  like  a  small,  intimate  church.  Peo¬ 
ple  cared,  shared  and  touched  each  oth¬ 
ers’  lives. 

She  also  found  Sunday-school  classes 
"actually  studying  the  Bible”  and  an  “ex¬ 
citing”  Holy  Spirit  conference  presented 
annually.  The  conference  features  out¬ 
standing  preachers  such  as  the  Rev.  Dan 
E.  Bonner,  who  became  the  church’s  se¬ 
nior  minister  this  spring  and  is  well  re¬ 
membered  for  preaching  in  the  1981 
session. 

‘Like  watching  popcorn  pop’ 

“It  was  clear  that  God  was  moving  in 
that  big  church,”  Mrs.  Krehbiel  said.  “It 
was  like  watching  popcorn  pop.  You’d  be 
watching  one  kernel,  and  the  two  around 
it  would  pop. 

“I’d  hear  about  a  prayer  group  where 
powerful  things  were  happening,  and  I’d 
rush  over  there;  then  I’d  hear  about  a 
Sunday-school  class  that  was  experienc¬ 
ing  God’s  power.  Things  were  happening 
everywhere." 

Today  Mrs.  Krehbiel,  a  counselor  of 
troubled  teen-agers  at  an  alternative 
high  school  in  Wichita,  is  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  in  the  denomination  she  said  she 
would  never  go  back  to,  at  the  “fancy" 
church  she  believed  just  couldn’t  meet 
her  needs. 


WICHITA,  Kan. — The  young  sailor  boy  may  be  turned  around,  but  his  parents  and  a  sanctuary  full  of  worship¬ 
ers  of  all  ages  are  attentive  during  services  at  First  United  Methodist  Church. 


The  Rev.  J.  Douglas  Morphis,  the  vet¬ 
eran  associate  pastor  in  charge  of  pro¬ 
gramming  and  singles,  credits  the  size 
that  initially  intimidated  Mrs.  Krehbiel 
as  being  among  key  reasons  for  the 
church’s  vigor. 

“One  important  reason  for  this 
church’s  success  is  the  sum  total  of  what 
it  can  offer— its  facilities,  the  staff,  the 
parking,  a  seven-day-a-week  program,  a 
television  ministry,  singles  ministries,  a 
program  for  the  handicapped,”  he  said. 

The  church  building  is  impressive, 
even  “fancy,"  to  use  Mrs.  Krehbiel’s 
phrase.  Outside  the  1,200-seat  sanctuary, 
built  in  1961,  is  a  giant  mosaic  curling 
around  the  church’s  curved  front  facing 
the  street. 

Inside,  a  floor-to-ceiling,  modern-art 
stained-glass  window  creates  a  backdrop 
for  the  altar. 

Facilities  include  rows  and  floors  of 
Sunday-school  rooms,  meeting  rooms 
and  staff  offices;  a  gymnasium,  a  youth 
center;  and  the  celebrated  Religious 
Nurture  Center  where  the  young  lady 
was  reciting  her  version  of  the  23rd 
Psalm  while  the  handicapped  youngsters 
played  in  an  adjoining  room. 

The  latter  three  areas  were  added  in 
May  1986.  Until  then,  First  UMC  was 
bursting  at  the  seams,  officials  said. 

The  singles  ministry  was  the  big  rea¬ 
son.  Of  the  congregation’s  2,600  mem¬ 
bers,  about  1,000  are  unmarried,  Mr. 
Morphis  said.  The  church  has  an  even 
larger  mailing  list  of  single  individuals. 


Singles  are  other  majority 

"We’ve  been  trying  to  help  the  whole 
nation  understand  that  a  large  part  of 
the  world  is  single,"  Mr.  Morphis  said. 

The  United  States  has  60  million  single 
people  over  age  18,  he  explained,  but  a 
lot  are  not  in  any  church  because  "they 
don’t  fit.” 

Mr.  Morphis  has  developed  specific 
ministries  targeted  at  bringing  those 
people  into  the  church,  including  support 
programs  for  people  coping  with  the 
death  of  a  loved  one;  divorce  and  separa¬ 
tion;  the  “S.A.M.”  (Single  Adult  Method¬ 
ists)  Sunday-school  classes;  and  a  variety 
of  other  Sunday-school  classes  targeted 
for  single  adults. 

What  the  singles’  support  ministries 
have  done  at  First  UMC  is  bring  a  wide 
range  of  singles  “from  all  denomina¬ 
tions,  all  backgrounds  or  who  never  had 
an  interest  in  the  church”  into  the  con¬ 
gregational  family,  Mr.  Morphis  said. 

"I  think  they  are  really  beginning  to 
catch  the  vision,”  he  said. 

It  is  more  than  just  a  matter  of  num¬ 
bers. 

"The  adult  program  is  the  backbone  of 
what  this  church  does,"  said  Sue  Russell, 
education  director.  She  estimates  that 
the  average  adult  Sunday-school  atten¬ 
dance  is  about  700,  or  70  percent  of  the 
Sunday-school  enrollment. 

In  addition,  the  congregation  sponsors 
“Thursday  Nights  Together,”  or  TNT  for 
short.  It  is  designed  for  singles  of  all 


ages  and  frequently  features  experts— 
including  nationally  known  speakers— 
who  explore  topics  ranging  from  invest¬ 
ing  to  personality  analysis. 

The  ministry  at  First  UMC  is  capped 
by  a  tradition  of  powerful  preaching.  Dr. 
Bonner,  who  came  Feb.  1,  carries  on  the 
legacy  of  the  Rev.  Ron  Meredith  (1953- 
1966);  the  Rev.  Forrest  Robinson  (1968- 
1973),  who  left  to  make  a  bid  to  become 
governor  of  Kansas;  and  Bishop  Wilke 
(1973-1984). 

Members  are  ‘expectant’ 

Dr.  Bonner  said  he  quickly  discovered 
an  "attitude  of  expectancy”  at  First  UMC. 

At  one  Sunday’s  early  service,  no  one 
came  forward  to  join  the  church— a  de¬ 
parture  from  the  usual,  he  said.  After¬ 
wards,  a  couple  stopped  to  tell  him,  “We 
were  so  disappointed  that  nobody  joined 
the  church.  ” 

More  often  they  aren’t  disappointed. 
In  Dr.  Bonner’s  first  four  weeks,  19  new 
members  came  into  the  church. 

Dr.  Bonner  said  he  also  discovered 
where  the  heart  of  the  church’s  ministry 
lies.  The  one  idea  practiced  at  First 
UMC  that  the  denomination  can  most 
benefit  from,  he  said,  is  "to  have  life-giv¬ 
ing  ministry  occur  as  close  to  the  small 
group  as  possible." 

First  UMC  in  Wichita  is  a  big  church 
with  a  small  church’s  touch.  Just  ask  Er¬ 
nestine  Krehbiel  or  anyone  in  that 
crowd  of  single  adults  or  the  youngster 
in  Ralph  Shuart's  lap. 


AIDS-project  pastor  asks  ‘unconditional  love’ 


the  church  today 


Iowa  conference  sponsors 
free  health-screen  clinic 

AMES,  Iowa  (UMR)— The  Iowa  Annual 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions  sponsored 
a  free  health  screening  clinic  earlier  this 
month  during  its  annual  sessions. 

The  clinic.for  clergy,  spouses  and  con¬ 
ference  employees  covered  by  the  con¬ 
ference  health  plan  offered  basic 
screening  for  such  things  as  high  blood 
pressure  and  glucose  levels,  said  Cecilia 
Dilley,  a  member  of  the  board’s  “Well¬ 
ness  Committee.” 

More  than  350  people  participated  in 
the  initial  health  screening. 

The  conference  also  approved  a  pro¬ 
posal  from  its  board  of  pensions  for  an 
annual  health  screening  and  formation 
of  a  wellness  council  that  would  sponsor 
regular  ongoing  activities  such  as  work¬ 
shops  and  lectures  on  health  issues. 

Mrs.  Dilley,  a  registered  nurse,  will 
also  begin  writing  a  monthly  health  col¬ 
umn  in  the  “Hawkeye,"  the  conference 
newspaper. 

Black  British  Methodist 
elected  to  Parliament 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— A  black 
Methodist  layman,  scheduled  as  a  key¬ 
note  speaker  for  the  National  United 
Methodist  Convocation  on  Racism  this 
fall  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  was  among  four 
non-whites  elected  to  the  British  House 
of  Commons  in  a  general  election  June  9, 
the  first  time  in  more  than  a  half-centu¬ 
ry  that  non-whites  have  won  parliamen¬ 
tary  seats. 

Paul  Boateng,  36,  won  on  the  Labor 
Party,  together  with  two  other  blacks 
and  one  Asian  in  a  London  district. 

Mr  Boateng  is  a  lawyer,  member  of 
the  Greater  London  Council  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Greater  London  Council  Po¬ 
lice  Committee.  He  is  an  elected 
member  of  the  Methodist  Conference, 
the  governing  body  of  British  Method¬ 
ism,  and  is  vice  moderator  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  Program  to  Combat 
Racism. 

After  4-month  delay,  woman 
named  a  top  official  of  WCC 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— After  a  four- 
month  delay  caused  by  political  wran¬ 
gling  in  African  churches,  an  African 
woman  has  been  named  to  a  top  deputy’s 
post  at  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland. 

Mercy  Amba  Oduyoye,  52,  a  native  of 
Ghana  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Nigeria,  will  direct  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  work  in  education  and  renewal. 

Ms.  Oduyoye,  a  religious  scholar  who 


just  completed  a  year  as  a  guest  profes¬ 
sor  at  Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
New  York,  was  elected  by  the  council’s 
Central  Committee  in  a  mail  ballot. 

Gospel-studies  group  to  honor 
UM  author  of  book  on  Mark 

DALLAS  (UMR)— The  International 
Institute  for  the  Renewal  of  Gospel  Stud¬ 
ies  will  honor  the  Rev.  David  Barrett 
Peabody,  an  ordained  United  Methodist 
minister,  June  29. 

Dr.  Peabody  will  be  cited  as  the  author 
of  the  new  book,  “Mark  as  Composer."  His 
analysis  of  classic  Greek  words  and 
phrases  used  in  Mark  convinced  him  that 
the  author  (composer)  of  the  Gospel  book 
of  Mark  combined  writings  from  Matthew 
and  Luke  and  added  his  own  touches. 

Dr.  Peabody  is  assistant  professor  of 
religion  at  Nebraska  Wesleyan  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Lincoln.  His  book  is  published  by 
Baptist-related  Mercer  University  in 
Macon,  Ga.,  as  the  first  in  a  new  scholar¬ 
ly  series  on  the  Gospels. 

New  Presbyterian  moderator 
elected  by  2-vote  margin 

BILOXI,  Miss.  (RNS)— Isabel  Rogers, 
62.  a  professor  of  applied  Christianity  at 
the  Presbyterian  School  of  Christian 
Education  in  Richmond,  Va.,  is  the  new 
moderator  (presiding  officer)  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.). 

She  was  elected  on  the  fifth  ballot 
June  10  at  the  denomination’s  199th  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  in  Biloxi,  Miss.,  and  re¬ 
places  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Weir,  a  former 
hostage  in  Lebanon,  who  was  not  eligible 
for  a  second  term. 

Dr.  Rogers,  who  is  white,  defeated  the 
Rev.  Joan  SalmonCampbell,  who  is 
black,  by  a  vote  of  325-323. 

Conservative  Baptists  dominate 
with  presidency,  peace  report 

ST.  LOUIS  (RNS)— Southern  Baptist 
conservatives  showed  their  frustrated 
moderate  brethren  that  they  intend  to 
keep  control  of  America’s  largest  Prot¬ 
estant  denomination,  sweeping  to  anoth¬ 
er  presidential  win  and  dominating  a 
long-awaited  Peace  Committee  report. 

The  Rev.  Adrian  Rogers  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  won  a  second  consecutive  term  as 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  June  16  by  a  60-percent  to  40- 
percent  margin,  and  messengers 
overwhelmingly  approved  a  Peace  Com¬ 
mittee  report  urging  Southern  Baptist 
agencies  to  promote  the  strict  biblical 
views  of  conservatives. 

Reflecting  the  conservative  majority 


on  the  22-member  Peace  Committee,  the 
panel’s  report  urges  agencies  to  uphold 
the  conservative  biblical  faith  that  it 
says  is  “dominant”  among  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists,  including  the  view  that  Adam  and 
Eve  were  actual  people. 

Reformed  Church  narrowly 
rejects  full  COCU  membership 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  Reformed 
Church  in  America  rejected  by  a  two- 
vote  margin  a  proposal  to  join  the  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union,  a  25-year-old 
coalition  negotiating  church  union. 

The  RCA’s  General  Synod  voted  123  to 
121  against  a  recommendation  that  the 
321,000-member  denomination  change 
its  status  from  observer  to  full  partici¬ 
pant  in  the  nine-denomination  group, 
which  includes  Presbyterian,  Methodist, 
Episcopal  and  other  mainline  bodies. 

Presbyterians  pick  Louisville 
over  Kansas  City  for  offices 

BILOXI,  Miss.  (RNS)— Louisville,  Ky., 
will  be  the  new  headquarters  city  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.). 

The  church’s  highest  governing  body, 
the  General  Assembly,  picked  Louisville 
over  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  332  to  309,  in  a  se¬ 
cret  ballot  June  16  during  its  annual 
meeting  in  Biloxi. 

The  assembly  action  overturned  both 
the  recommendation  of  a  committee  that 
had  considered  47  cities  in  a  three-year 
study  and  the  vote  of  the  assembly’s  own 
relocation  committee. 

Sociologist:  Catholics  protest 
authority  with  drop  in  giving 

CHICAGO  (RNS)— A  drop  in  collec¬ 
tions  at  Roman  Catholic  churches— be¬ 
low  the  level  of  Protestant  giving— is 
because  of  Catholic  discontent  with 
church  authority,  according  to  a  report 
by  the  Rev.  Andrew  Greeley,  the  noted 
priest-sociologist. 

The  178-page  report,  titled  “Catholic 
Contributions:  Sociology  and  Policy,"  is 
based  on  10,000  cases  included  in  studies 
conducted  between  1960  and  1984  by  the 
University  of  Michigan  Survey  Research 
Center,  the  University  of  Chicago’s  Na¬ 
tional  Opinion  Research  Center,  the  Gal¬ 
lup  Poll  and  Yankelovich,  Skelly  &  White 
Inc. 

According  to  the  report,  Roman  Cath¬ 
olics  in  the  United  States  are  giving  less 
to  their  church  than  Protestants  are  giv¬ 
ing  to  theirs,  with  the  greatest  giving  lag 
among  Catholics  in  the  highest  income 
brackets. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

A  United  Methodist  minister,  appoint¬ 
ed  as  the  first  director  of  religious  re¬ 
sources  for  a  Los  Angeles-area  project 
serving  people  with  acquired  immune 
deficiency  syndrome,  says  church  mem¬ 
bers  need  to  separate  AIDS  and  homo¬ 
sexuality. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Reinhart-Marean 
said  the  church’s  ministry  to  people  with 
AIDS  should  not  focus  on  passing  moral 
judgment  on  their  behavior  or  on  how 
the  disease  is  transmitted. 

“AIDS  is  a  human  tragedy  of  stagger¬ 
ing  proportions,  deserving  and  demanding 
compassionate  response,”  said  Mr.  Rein¬ 
hart-Marean.  “The  challenge  to  people  of 
faith  is  to  be  the  embodiment  of  uncondi¬ 
tional  rather  than  conditional  love.” 

In  addition  to  that  direct  ministry  to 
people  with  AIDS,  he  said,  United  Meth¬ 
odists  need  to  continue  to  “struggle  faith¬ 
fully"  over  the  denomination’s  position 
regarding  "gays”  and  lesbians— on  both 
their  sexual  orientations  and  their  life¬ 
styles. 

Pioneering  effort  made 

The  44-year-old  minister  described  his 
new  job  with  the  non-profit  AIDS  Project 
Los  Angeles  as  a  pioneering  effort  of  the 
church  to  meet  needs  of  people  with 
AIDS  and  AIDS-related  illnesses. 

The  project  is  a  5-year-old  community 
service  organization  that  offers  more 
than  30  client  programs,  public  educa¬ 
tion  and  professional  training.  It  is  fund¬ 
ed  by  grants  from  public  and  private 
organizations  along  with  individual  con¬ 
tributions. 

A  Wisconsin  native  who  became  a 
minister  after  careers  as  a  social  worker 
and  loan  officer,  Mr.  Reinhart-Marean 
said  he  began  a  ministry  among  “gay” 
and  lesbian  communities  while  pastor  of 
West  Hollywood’s  Crescent  Heights  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  from  1982-1985. 

As  pastor  in  a  community  with  a  sig¬ 
nificant  homosexual  population,  he  was 
called  on  to  conduct  memorial  services 
for  people  who  died  of  AIDS. 

He  also  started  working  as  a  volunteer 
with  the  AIDS  Project’s  spiritual  adviso¬ 
ry  committee  in  1984  and  continued  in 
that  capacity  while  pastor  of  257-mem¬ 
ber  Rosewood  United  Methodist  Church 
near  downtown  Los  Angeles  for  the  past 
two  years. 

In  August  1985  he  was  named  chair¬ 
man  of  the  advisory  committee,  which 
includes  about  25  clergy  members  from 
a  variety  of  denominations.  These  minis¬ 
ters  provide  pastoral  care  to  people  with 
AIDS,  make  hospital  visits,  and  counsel 
family  members  and  loved  ones. 

He  was  hired  last  month  as  director 


after  a  nationwide  search  and  appointed 
by  Bishop  Jack  Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area). 

‘Making  a  contribution’ 

"By  providing  the  services  of  this  able 
minister,  we  are  making  a  contribution 
toward  dealing  with  this  crisis  emerging 
in  our  society,"  Bishop  Tuell  said. 

"He  will  be  working  especially  with 
the  religious  community,  encouraging 
their  understanding  and  significant  in¬ 
volvement  in  ministries  (to  people  with 
AIDS  and  their  families).” 

As  of  June  13,  Mr.  Reinhart-Marean 
said,  the  project  had  1,123  people  with 
AIDS  or  AIDS-related  conditions  en¬ 
rolled  but  few  who  had  asked  for  spiritu¬ 
al  counseling. 

Mr  Reinhart-Marean  said  he  is  not 
surprised. 


“The  church  has  a  history,”  he  said, 
“of  having  excluded  precisely  those  per¬ 
sons  who  come  to  be  most  at  risk  in 
transmission  of  the  [AIDS]  virus.” 

That  group,  Mr.  Reinhart-Marean 
said,  includes  "gay”  men,  intravenous 
drug  users  and  prostitutes. 

Other  populations  identified  with  dis¬ 
proportionate  incidences  of  AIDS  include 
urban  black  and  Hispanic  communities, 
he  said. 

People  in  those  risk  groups  should  “re¬ 
focus  on  the  importance  of  acting  re¬ 
sponsibly  in  relationships  with  other 
persons,”  he  said. 

“Out  of  love  and  respect  for  any  per¬ 
son  with  whom  they  have  an  intimate  re¬ 
lationship,”  people  at  risk  need  either  to 
abstain  from  sexual  relations  or  exercise 
extreme  care,  he  said. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  1. 500- 
member  rapidly  growing  church  with  large,  dynam¬ 
ic.  progressive  youth  program  Salary  negotiable. 
Orange  Park  United  Methodist  Church.  2063  Park 
Avenue,  Orange  Park.  FL  32073  Call  (904)  264-2241 

DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES,  full-time. 

sought  by  10-year-old  2,500-member  church  in 
West  Houston  suburbs.  Saiary  negotiable  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  photo  to  Bear  Creek  UMC.  16000  Rip¬ 
pling  Water.  Houston.  TX  77084 

WANTED  PART  TIME  ADMINISTRATIVE  AS¬ 

SISTANT  to  the  pastor  of  1,600-member  congrega¬ 
tion.  Computer  expertise  required.  Send  resume  to 
Port  Charlotte  United  Methodist  Church.  21075 
Quesada  Ave  Port  Charlotte.  FL  33952 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS’  Worship  at  First 

Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Classes  9:30  a  m 
Worship.  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856. 

WILL  PAY  $10  FOR  COPY  of  "More  Fun  for  Old¬ 

er  Adults  "  Larry  Eisenberg.  1218  S.  Winston.  Tul¬ 
sa.  OK  741  12  (918)  838-7818  Considering 
re-publishing.  Reaction? 

15-DAY  METHODIST  TOUR.  England  and  Wales 

$1745.  all  inclusive  from  Houston,  Sept  7-21,  1987 
For  brochure  contact  Leonard  Negrin,  2101  Dis- 
muke.  Houston.  TX  77023,  (713)  928-3391/645-8944 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  Interfaith  Service  Bu¬ 

reau,  Experience  in  ecumenical  or  public  service 
organizations  Write  "Search  Committee."  3720 
Folsom  Blvd..  Sacramento,  CA  95816  for  applica- 
lion.  Deadline  July  15.  E.O.E. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  PRESCHOOL/Day 
Care  program  for  3.700-member  church  in  N.E  Okla¬ 
homa  Desire  professional  education  and  experience 
Salary  negotiable  Position  open  this  fall.  Call  Senior 
Associate  Minister  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155. 

SPIRITUAL  LIFE  DIR  ECTOR /Church  Liaison 

Responsibilities  75%  development  of  spiritual  life 
program  for  emotionally  disturbed  children  and 
youth,  257.  development  of  creative  programming 
and  relationships  with  four  sponsoring  church  de¬ 
nominations  and  their  congregations.  Ordained  pas¬ 
tor  with  degree  from  accredited  theological 
seminary,  masters  level  preferred.  CPE  and  youth 
work  experience  desired.  Supervisory  training  or 
experience  preferred  Proven  ability  to  work  with 
disturbed  youth  and  demonstrated  competence  in 
relationships  between  social  service  agency  and 
church  bodies  Starting  salary  range  $28,867  to 
$35.502/year  Send  resume  to  Alaska  Children's  Ser¬ 
vices.  4600  Abbott  Road.  Anchorage,  AK  99507 

NEW  FUND-RAISING  OPPORTUNITY  for  mis¬ 
sions.  UMW.  youth. ..available  Fall  '87.  Two  color 
cross  and  flame  hanging  air  fresheners  for  car/ 
truck/RV.  Information:  Trevose  United  Methodist 
Church.  Box  F  151,  Feasterville.  PA  19047.  Proven 
Fund  Raiser 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  in  part-time  of  full-time 
position.  Historic  downtown  First  UMC.  Send  in¬ 
quiry/resume  to  1001  N  Florida  Ave.,  Tampa.  FL 
33602  (813)  229-6511. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  Gulfside  Methodist  As¬ 

sembly.  Waveland.  Mississippi  Campus  located  on 
Gulf  of  Mexico  with  program  emphasis  on  leader¬ 
ship  development.  Job  description  on  request 
Open  to  lay  persons  or  clergy  Deadline:  July  15. 
Inquire.  Search  Committee,  c/o  Charles  Kellogg. 

10  Olin  Drive.  Spring  Valley.  NY  10977  1 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  in 
a  1. 500-member  church.  Send  resume  to  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church.  State  Street  and  The  Pla¬ 
za.  Dover,  DE  19901.  Inquiries:  Call  (302)  678-9626. 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  Re¬ 

tired  evangelical  pastor  preferred  Modern  house 
available  1,200-member  church.  Contact  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  230  N.  Fifth  St.,  Lake 
Wales.  FL  (813)676-2516. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/ORGANIST.  Part-time. 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Miami,  Florida. 
New  Moller  pipe  organ,  experienced  choir.  Send 
resume  to  Pastor,  400  Biscayne  Boulevard,  Miami. 
FL  33132. 

FAMILY  RETREAT.  RUSTIC  CABINS,  horses, 
fishing,  hunting,  peace,  quiet.  Group  rates.  Beyond 
phone  Write  Quarter-Circle  Circle  Ranch.  26100 
County  Road  17GG.  Gunnison.  CO  81230. 

FULL-TIME  PERSON  to  direct  ministries  for 
youth  and  coordinate  family-life-center  ministries 
for  the  dynamic  and  growing  1. 000-member  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Grapevine.  Texas,  lo¬ 
cated  between  Dallas  and  Fort  Worth.  Gergy  or 
lay.  salary  negotiable  Immediate  opening.  Con¬ 
tact  Larry  Van  Zile.  422  Church  Street.  Grapevine, 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC,  full-time,  sought  by  10-year- 

old  2.500-member  church  in  West  Houston  suburbs. 
Salary  negotiable,  degree  and  proven  skills  neces¬ 
sary  Send  resume  and  photo  to  Bear  Creek  UMC. 
16000  Rippling  Water.  Houston,  TX  77084 

1,000-MEMBER  CHURCH  has  an  opening  for  the 
position  of  Director  of  Christian  Education  and 
Youth  Ministries,  or  Youth  Music  and  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries.  Please  send  inquiries  to  Search  Committee, 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  422  South  Magno¬ 
lia.  Palestine.  TX  75801 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 
Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four 
weeks  Winter  availability  Gayton  Calhoun.  Drawer 
1138.  Waynesville.  NC  28786  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

w  r  o  o  i 
i  >-•  m  > 

30  CD  z  xr 
m  »  -«  ©  i 
<  *»  m  r~  o 
m  »  2  -<  o 

T3  -<  >  Z  3 

O  9Q  ‘O 
X  CD  -<  O 
-4  0  ** 

X  O  30 
O  </> 

r- 

-» r~  o  c 
oo  m  z 

OP  ©  00 

m 


istors  ’ 


Two  well-known  theologians  and  ecu¬ 
menical  leaders  will  be  featured  as  key¬ 
note  lecturers  at  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Pastors’  School,  which  will 
meet  July  13-16  at  Centenary  College. 
The  lecturers  are  Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson 
and  the  Rev.  W.  Dayalan  Niles. 

Dr.  Nelson  is  the  Director  of  the  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Religion  at  the  Texas  Medical 
Center,  Houston.  He  also  holds  adjunct 
professorships  at  Baylor  and  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Texas.  Dr.  Nelson  has  held  a 
number  of  significant  positions,  includ¬ 
ing  an  Executive  Secretary’s  post  with 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the 


Dr.  Bart  Gould 


Pastors’  School 
Speakers . . . 


Pictured  are,  1  to  r,  keynote  lec¬ 
turers  Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson  and  Rev. 
W.  Dayalan  Niles,  and  Conference 
Preacher  Dr.  John  E.  Fellers. 


School  to  be  Held  at  Centenary ,  July  13-16 


Deanship  of  the  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology. 

During  Pastors’  School,  Dr.  Nelson 
will  give  four  lectures  on  the  theme  “Re¬ 
newed  Life  Through  Word  and  Sacra¬ 
ment,”  in  which  he  will  deal  with  the 
United  Methodist  response  to  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  statement  on  Bap¬ 
tism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry. 

The  Rev.  Dayalan  Niles  is  Associate 
General  Secretary  for  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  Niles  is  a  native  of  Sri  Lan¬ 
ka  and  has  written  and  lectured  exten¬ 


Rev.  Dan  Krutz 


sively  on  the  famous  ecumenical  leader, 
D.  T.  Niles.  He  holds  degrees  from  the 
University  of  Serampore,  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary  and  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  School  of  Theology. 

Rev.  Niles  will  lecture  on  the  “COCU 
Consensus”  and  related  themes  dealing 
with  Christian  unity  and  interfaith  dis¬ 
cussions.  He  is  presently  an  elder  in  the 
Southern  New  England  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

The  Conference  Preacher  for  the  Pas¬ 
tors’  School  is  Dr.  John  E.  Fellers,  Senior 
Minister  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana.  Dr. 


Dr.  Lonnie  Sibley 


Fellers  earned  his  bachelor’s  degree  at 
the  University  of  Houston.  He  graduated 
with  honors  with  a  Master  of  Divinity  de¬ 
gree  from  Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University.  Wiley  College  hon¬ 
ored  Dr.  Fellers  with  a  Doctor  of  Divin¬ 
ity  degree. 

Dr.  Fellers  has  served  pastorates  at 
Clear  Lake,  Sunset  and  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  the  Houston  area 
before  coming  to  Shreveport  in  1985.  He 
also  served  as  President  of  Lon  Morris 
College  in  Jacksonville,  Texas.  He  will 
be  preaching  four  times  during  the  Pas¬ 
tors’  School. 


J  - 


Mrs.  Kitty  Smith 


A  series  of  Professional  Seminars  and 
Practical  Workshops  are  scheduled  for 
the  pastors.  They  include;  “One  City’s 
Approach  to  Ecumenicity”  by  Dr.  Bart 
Gould,  “Anglicans  and  Methodists  — 
Partners  in  a  Quest  for  Unity?”  by  Rev. 
Dan  Krutz.  “Organizing  the  Local 
Church  for  Ecumenism”  by  Dr.  Lonnie 
Sibley,  “Women  and  Ecumenism”  by 
Mrs.  Kitty  Smith,  “The  State  of  Ecume¬ 
nism  in  Our  State"  by  Rev.  James  L.  Sto¬ 
vall  and  "Embrace  the  World"  by  Dr. 
David  Trickett. 

The  Dean  of  the  Pastors'  School  is 
Rev  Carl  E.  Rhoads.  The  Registrar  is 


Rev.  James  L.  Stovall 


Rev.  Van  Dickens.  Pastors  may  send 
their  registrations  with  their  checks  to 
him  at  520  Herndon,  Shreveport,  LA 
71101.  Registration  costs  for  a  pastor,  in¬ 
cluding  housing  and  meals  at  Centenary 
College,  are  $101.50  ($173  with  a  spouse). 
Off  campus  registration  is  $40  for  an  in¬ 
dividual  and  $50  with  a  spouse. 

Up  to  two  CEU  credits  are  available 
for  participants  in  the  Pastors’  School. 
For  further  information  concerning  this 
or  other  details  about  the  school,  write  to 
the  registrar  or  call  Rev.  Carl  Rhoads  at 
(318)424-7771. 


Dr.  David  G.  Trickett 
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Persons  -  Churches  —  Events 


The  Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church  Youth  Choir  from  Jacksonville, 
Florida  presented  “Surrender,”  a  musi¬ 
cal  about  what  it  really  means  to  give 
your  heart  to  God,  at  Carrollton  UMC  in 
New  Orleans.  The  program  is  a  mixture 
of  drama  and  music.  This  was  the  third 
year  the  choir,  AGLOW,  has  made  a 
summer  tour  combining  singing,  repairs 
and  construction  at  mission  schools  and 
sightseeing.  Rev.  Leland  D.  Wade  is  the 
minister  at  Carrollton  UMC. 

•  *  • 

Throughout  Holy  Week,  Rev.  William 
Jones,  the  combined  choirs  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  and  the  congregation  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew  United  Methodist  Church  in 


Algiers,  participated  with  Peoples  UMC 
in  a  spiritual  revival.  The  week  began  on 
Sunday  night  with  religious  services, 
which  continued  through  Thursday  night, 
with  Wednesday  as  a  day  of  reflection. 
This  ended  with  a  candlelight  commu¬ 
nion  in  remembrance  of  the  Last  Supper. 
The  entire  week  proved  to  be  an  inspira¬ 
tional  experience  to  both  churches. 

*  •  * 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  hosted  one  of  the  finest  and  best 
known  handbell  choirs  in  the  country. 
The  Kirk  Ringers,  of  First  Christian 
Church,  Wichita  Falls,  TX  have  present¬ 
ed  concerts  in  38  states,  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  Canada,  and  played  for 


First  Church  in  their  sanctuary.  This 
much  sought  after  group  of  24  ringers 
presented  a  colorful  variety  in  both  mu¬ 
sical  style  and  playing  technique.  Solos, 
duets  and  small  ensemble  numbers  com¬ 
bined  with  the  excitement  of  the  full 
choir  playing  such  numbers  as  “Mala- 
guena,”  “Ritual  Fire  Dance,”  “Sabre 
Dance,”  and  others,  made  this  program 
something  to  be  remembered. 

•  •  • 

Six  Louisiana  Methodist  churches 
were  cited  for  their  outstanding  recruit¬ 
ing  efforts  on  behalf  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  during  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Annual  Conference. 

Winners  of  the  1986-87  Bishop’s 


Awards  are  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port;  Aldersgate  UMC  in  Slidell, 
Springhill  UMC;  Winnfield/Couley/ 
Sanders  Chapel  Charge;  Hosston/Gil- 
liam/Belcher  Charge  and  St.  Andrew’s 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  Bishop  Ben  Oli- 
phint  presented  silver  trophies  and 
passes  to  all  academic,  athletic  and  ar¬ 
tistic  events  at  Centenary  College  to  the 
pastors  of  the  winning  charges  and 
churches. 

The  Bishop’s  Awards  were  started  by 
the  late  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  in 
1985  as  part  of  the  celebration  of  the  Col¬ 
lege  and  the  Conference. 

Aldersgate  ’87 


in  New  Orleans 

Aldersgate  ’87,  the  9th  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  on  the  Holy  Spirit,  will  be  held  July 
22-26  at  the  Ballroom  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Convention  Center.  Aldersgate  is 
sponsored  by  MANNA  Ministries,  (Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Renewal  Services  Fellow¬ 
ship). 

In  the  afternoons,  all  over  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  great  ecumenical  renewal 
workshops  will  be  held,  eight  of  them  by 
United  Methodists. 

Each  evening,  July  23-25,  in  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Superdome,  New  Orleans  ’87  of  the 
North  American  Congress  on  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  World  Evangelization  will 
meet  in  general  sessions,  with  80,000  to 
100,000  persons  attending.  Those  attend¬ 
ing  represent  main  line  Protestant,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic,  Pentecostal  and 
independent  Christian  fellowships. 

Four  United  Methodists  will  be  partic¬ 
ipating  as  speakers  at  Aldersgate.  They 
include  Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  General 
Secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship.  Dr.  Jones  will 
be  the  keynote  speaker.  Also  speaking 
will  be  Dr.  Jimmy  Buskirk,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa. 
Dr.  Tommy  Tyson,  internationally 
known  evangelist  and  renewal  leader 
from  Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  will  be  the  first 
speaker  on  Saturday.  Bishop  John  Wes¬ 
ley  Hardt  of  the  Oklahoma  area  will  de¬ 
liver  the  closing  sermon  on  Sunday,  July 
26. 

This  event  will  be  an  exciting  occasion 
featuring  General  Sessions  with  nation¬ 
ally  known  speakers,  dozens  of  special 
Workshops  and  individual  Denomina¬ 
tional/Ministerial/Fellowship  Sessions 
as  well. 

For  more  information,  contact  ’87 
Congress  Office,  Charismatic  Renewal 
Services,  237  N.  Michigan  St.,  South 
Bend,  IN  46601  or  call  800/826-0472. 


Bluff  Creek  Opens  New  Doors 


The  sound  of  “a  thousand  tongues” 
could  have  lifted  spirits  no  higher  as 
members  and  friends  of  the  Bluff  Creek 
United  Methodist  Church  assembled  May 
17th  for  the  consecration  of  a  new  sanc¬ 
tuary.  Designed  by  Dr.  Henry  H.  Forres¬ 
ter,  a  member  of  the  local  congregation, 
the  Gothic  structure  with  its  steep  roof 
and  traditional  cross  atop  the  steeple  is 
reminiscent  of  country  churches  built  a 
century  or  more  ago.  The  natural  woods 
used  throughout  most  of  the  interior  car¬ 
ry  out  the  traditional  style  and  also  cre¬ 
ate  an  acoustical  atmosphere  which 
enables  singing  that  would  make  the 
Wesleys  proud. 

Joining  the  pastor,  Rev.  Ellen  B.  Mon- 
tegudo,  in  the  service  of  consecration 
were  Rev.  Donald  J.  Hall,  superintendent 
of  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District, 
the  chancel  choir  of  Zachary  United 
Methodist  Church  under  the  direction  of 
Sidney  Montegudo,  soloist  Mrs.  Essie 
Cockrell  and  instrumentalists  Arthur 
Honeychurch  and  Henry  Forrester.  The 
celebrants  moved  from  a  triumphant 
procession  of  bells  into  the  acts  of  conse¬ 
cration,  the  proclamation  of  the  Word, 
and  the  celebration  of  the  Eucharist, 
closing  with  the  affirmation  that  "the 
church’s  one  foundation  is  Jesus  Christ, 
her  Lord,”  a  message  which  forms  the 
theme  upon  the  structure’s  cornerstone. 
Following  the  worship  service,  a  recep¬ 
tion  was  held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 

Chairing  the  building  committee  for 
this  project  was  A.  E.  Boeneke,  assisted 
by  Larry  Cockrell,  James  Day,  Henry 
Forrester,  Hollis  Kent,  Wayne  Kent,  Mrs. 
iPauline  Olson  and  Mike  Townsend.  The 
'sanctuary  was  constructed  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Sam  Hollenhead,  contractor 
with  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Glob¬ 


al  Ministries.  Superintendent  for  the  pro¬ 
ject  was  Bobby  Harrison.  Due  to  the 
generous  contributions  by  members  and 
friends  of  time,  skills,  materials  and 
money,  the  church  needs  less  than  $4 


thousand  to  retire  the  debt  for  the  proj¬ 
ect. 

You  are  invited  to  worship  with  Bluff 
Creek  in  their  new  church  home  at  9:20 
on  Sunday  mornings. 


Pictured  above  is  the  Bluff  Creek  United  Methodist  Church,  which  opened  its  new 
sanctuary  on  May  17th  with  a  consecration  service. 


July  Conference  Calendar 
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6-10 

Lake  Charles  and  Alexandria  Districts  Elementary  I  Camp,  Rev. 

A.  Richard  Poss,  Director 

6-10 

Shreveport,  Ruston,  Monroe  Districts  Junior  High  I  Camp 

6-10 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette,  New  Orleans- 
Houma,  New  Orleans-Slidell  Districts  Elementary  II  Camp 

6-11 

JYMO  Convocation,  Mt.  Sequoyah 

10-12 

Lake  Charles  and  Alexandria  Senior  High  Camp,  Rev.  Wayne 
Taylor,  Director 

10-12 

Shreveport,  Ruston,  Monroe  Districts  Pre-Campers 

12-17 

Methodist  Home  Camp 

13-16 

Pastors’  School,  Centenary  College 

13-17 

Shreveport,  Ruston,  Monroe  Districts  Elementary  II  Camp 

13-17 

Laboratory  Seminar  (Teacher  Training),  Mount  Sequoyah,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  AR 

19-25 

“Louisiana  Harvest  of  Hope”  (Youth) 

20-22 

Lake  Charles  and  Alexandria  Camp  First  Time,  Rev.  Larry  D. 
O’Dell,  Director 

20-24 

Shreveport,  Ruston,  Monroe  Districts  Junior  High  II  Camp 

20-24 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette,  New  Orleans- 
Houma,  New  Orleans-Slidell  Districts  Elementary  III  Camp 

21-24 

School  of  Christian  Mission,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 

22-26 

“Aldersgate  ’87,”  New  Orleans  Convention  Center 

24-26 

School  of  Christian  Mission,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 

27-31 

Lake  Charles  and  Alexandria  Junior  High  Camp,  Dr.  W.  Spiller 
Milton,  Director 

27-31 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette,  New  Orleans- 
Houma,  New  Orleans-Slidell  Districts  Young  Elementary  Camp 

27-Aug.  6 

Oxford  Institute  of  Methodist  Theological  Studies,  World  Methodist 
Council,  United  Kingdom 

30-Aug.  2 

Camp  Meeting,  Mount  Sequoyah 

Weber  Receives  Scholarship 


Robert  Weber  is  the  1987  recipient  of 
the  Oma  Wimberly  Peyton  Memorial 
Scholarship  from  Iliff  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy.  The  award  is  given  annually  to  a 
student  who  has  demonstrated  ability  in 
music,  dance,  drama  or  the  graphic  arts 
related  to  the  church.  It  was  established 
in  memory  of  Ms.  Peyton,  who  was  killed 


in  a  car  accident  in  the  spring  of  1982, 
just  prior  to  her  graduation. 

Mr.  Weber  is  among  the  1987  gradu¬ 
ates  of  Iliff  receiving  the  master  of  di¬ 
vinity  degree.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 


Pictured  above  is  Jane  I.  Smith,  left,  vice  president  and  academic  dean  at  Iliff 
School  of  Theology,  congratulating  Robert  A.  Weber  at  the  seminary’s  recent  Hon¬ 
ors  Convocation. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Ben  Oliphint  Harvey  G.  Williamson  Kim  Dent 

Bishop  Council  Director-Editor  Editorial  Assistant 


PAGE  2 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


JULY  J,  HOT 


Editorials 


Bishops’  Committee  and  SMU 

‘Full  disclosure’  was  the  proper  course 


An  independent  probe  by  a  team  of  four 
bishops  into  scandals  in  the  football  pro¬ 
gram  and  governance  structure  at  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University  is  complete.  The 
resulting  Bishops’  Committee  Report  es¬ 
tablishes  a  landmark  for  relationships  be¬ 
tween  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
institutions  (see  UMR,  June  26). 

The  bishops’  overall  message  is  clear: 
When  a  United  Methodist-related  institu¬ 
tion-schools  and  universities,  hospitals 
and  social  service-related  agencies— 
veers  from  conducting  its  business  ac¬ 
cording  to  Christian  principles,  the 
church  should  not  back  away  but  call  the 
institution  and  its  leaders  to  account. 

The  48-page  report  of  the  bishops’ 
three-month  investigation  pulls  no 
punches.  It  details  an  extensive  and  ex¬ 
pensive  “play-for-pay’’  scheme  that  went 
on  for  several  years  at  SMU  in  violation 
of  intercollegiate  rules. 

Compounding  that  violation  is  the  re¬ 
port’s  revelation  of  a  covert  decision  by 
a  small  number  of  SMU’s  leaders  to  con¬ 
tinue  illicit  payments  to  athletes  even  af¬ 
ter  they  offered  public  reassurances  that 
payments  had  stopped. 

A  Bishops’  Committee— headed  by 
Bishop  Louis  Schowengerdt  of  Albuquer¬ 
que,  N.M.,  and  joined  by  Bishops  W.  T. 
Handy  Jr.  of  St.  Louis;  Woodrow  Hearn  of 
Lincoln,  Neb.;  and  Ben  Oliphint  of  Hous¬ 
ton— was  created  and  asked  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  scandal  during  March  by  the 
since-abolished  SMU  Board  of  Governors. 

To  their  credit,  the  bishops  did  not  back 
away  from  their  task  or  attempt  to  gloss 
over  their  findings.  Nor  did  they  back 
away  when  it  became  apparent  that  sev¬ 
eral  prominent  individuals  who  have  con¬ 
tributed  substantially  of  time  and 
resources  to  SMU,  including  the  governor 
of  Texas,  were  involved  in  the  scandal. 
Initial  reaction  suggests  the  report's 
depth  and  specificity  exceeds  the  advance 
expectations  of  nearly  everyone. 

“Our  findings  are  embarrassing  and 
offensive  in  many  instances,”  the  report 
states.  However,  it  concludes: 


“They  are  detailed  here  in  the  convic¬ 
tion  that  the  surest  path  to  restoring 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  reputa¬ 
tion  is  through  a  process  of  disclosure, 
repentance,  reconciliation  and  renewal.” 

We  applaud  that  conclusion  and  the 
effort  it  reflects  by  the  bishops  to  infuse 
moral  leadership  into  the  situation  at 
SMU. 

No  one  should  take  satisfaction  in  the 
sordid  tale  of  cheating  and  lying  that  the 
Bishops’  Committee  Report  sets  forth. 
We  can  take  pride  in  the  bishops’  willing¬ 
ness  to  expose  rather  than  perpetuate  a 
pervasive  and  continuing  moral  failure 
on  the  part  of  SMU’s  leadership. 

Painful  as  such  disclosures  are — both  to 
the  institution  and  to  those  cited  for  inap¬ 
propriate  actions— the  bishops  are  right  in 
deeming  that  such  openness  is  a  necessary 
step  toward  restoring  SMIJ’s  reputation.  A 
fresh  start  was  not  possible  until  past  in¬ 
discretions  were  laid  bare  and  suspicions 
of  an  ongoing  cover-up  laid  to  rest. 

Many  of  those  responsible  for  SMU’s 
past  problems  still  need  to  acknowledge 
their  guilt  and  show  a  repentant  attitude. 
The  four  bishops  on  the  Bishops’  Com¬ 
mittee  set  an  example  by  admitting  their 
own  previous  “failure  as  trustees”  to  call 
SMU’s  inner  circle  of  leaders  to  account 
for  their  wrongful  actions  over  a  period 
of  several  years. 

The  Bishops’  Committee  also  has  offered 
an  excellent  suggestion  for  a  mass  service 
of  “repentance,  reconciliation  and  renewal” 
that  would  “demonstrate  a  visible  drawing 
together"  of  everyone  interested  in  SMU— 
including  people  cited  in  the  bishops’  report 
for  improper  past  actions. 

That,  along  with  the  other  19  recom¬ 
mendations  offered  by  the  Bishops’  Com¬ 
mittee  and  approved  in  principle  by 
SMU’s  Board  of  Trustees,  offers  a  superb 
opportunity,  in  the  bishops’  words,  "to 
put  past  sins  behind  symbolically  and,  in 
the  spirit  of  God  who  makes  all  things 
new,  to  celebrate  a  new  beginning  for  a 
great  academic  institution  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church.” 


Bishops  show  alternative  to  6 distancing 9 


The  implications  of  the  Bishops’  Com¬ 
mittee's  investigation  and  hard-hitting 
conclusions  extend  far  beyond  a  single 
church-related  university  in  Dallas  (see 
preceding  editorial). 

Church-related  institutions  represent 
the  church’s  face  to  society.  Far  too 
many  church-owned  institutions  have 
distanced  themselves  from  their  roots  in 
recent  years.  And  far  too  many  church 
leaders  have  distanced  themselves  from 
institutions  the  church  has  founded, 
many  of  which  bear  the  church’s  name. 

When  this  distancing  process  reaches 
the  point  of  virtual  disengagement — as 
too  often  occurs— both  the  church  and 
the  institution  are  guilty  of  fraud  by 
claiming  in  name  a  relationship  that  in 
substance  no  longer  exists.  It  should 
come  as  no  surprise  when,  as  occurred  at 
Southern  Methodist  University,  the  insti¬ 
tution  fails  to  reflect  the  church’s  values. 

The  bishops’  aggressive  investigation 
of  the  SMU  scandal  shows  that  active  in¬ 
volvement  of  the  church  with  its  institu- 

Copies  of  report 
available 

A  limited  number  of  copies  of  the 
48-page  “Bishops’  Committee  Re¬ 
port  on  SMU”  are  available  on  a 
first-come,  first-served  basis  for 
$10  each.  Send  requests  to: 

Bishops’  Committee  Report 
c/o  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.  0.  Box  660275 
Dallas,  Texas  75266. 

Funds  received  will  be  used  to 
offset  the  cost  of  producing  the  re¬ 
port. 


tions  is  a  viable  and  necessary 
alternative  to  disengagement. 

The  Bishops’  Committee  report,  along 
with  church-mandated  efforts  to  reform 
SMU’s  governance  structure,  show  that 
a  strong  tie  between  the  church  and  an 
institution  like  SMU  is  both  possible  and 
needed  if  basic  Christian  values  such  as 
honesty  and  integrity  are  to  be  upheld. 

In  United  Methodism’s  style  of  insti¬ 
tutional  relationships,  direct  church 
control  over  day-to-day  administration 
is  undesirable.  Moral  influence  and  lead¬ 
ership  consistent  with  the  church’s  the¬ 
ology  and  values  are  both  proper  and 
necessary,  however,  if  the  name  “Meth¬ 
odist”  in  an  institution's  name  is  to  be 
anything  more  than  window-dressing. 

Fortunately,  most  church-related  insti¬ 
tutions  never  face  a  crisis  of  integrity  and 
reputation  so  serious  as  that  recently 
faced  by  SMU.  However,  careful  reflection 
upon  the  bishops’  report  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  could  benefit  people  entrusted  with 
leadership  on  governing  bodies  for  other 
church-related  institutions.  And  creation 
by  SMU  of  the  Bishops’  Committee  offers 
one  model  alternative  for  restoring  rather 
than  disengaging  right  relationships  at 
church-related  institutions  that  face  crises 
in  the  future. 

The  Bishops’  Committee’s  efforts  also 
reflect  a  refreshing  understanding  that 
the  office  of  bishop  carries  with  it  a  vi¬ 
tally  needed  public  leadership  role.  By 
fulfilling  their  task  visibly  and  credibly, 
the  bishops  have  brought  credit  to  them¬ 
selves,  to  their  office  and  to  the  church 
as  well  as  to  SMU. 


Here  I  Stand 

Let’s  establish  a  truly  Wesleyan  seminary 


By  DWIGHT  MEIER 

Recently  I  attended  a  denomina¬ 
tional  meeting  in  which  presidents  of 
two  United  Methodist  seminaries 
were  in  attendance.  As  they  reported 
to  the  group,  they  asked  for  input  on 
how  to  attract  more  students. 

A  serious  concern  was  expressed 
over  many  United 
Methodist  stu¬ 
dents  attending 
non-United  Meth¬ 
odist  seminaries. 

That  concern 
prompted  a  great 
deal  of  discussion 
about  the  reasons 
a  significant  num¬ 
ber  of  United  Methodist  students 
choose  other-than-United  Methodist 
seminaries. 

Reasons  such  as  location  (closeness 
to  home)  and  possibilities  for  student 
appointments  were  mentioned.  But  the 
greatest  discussion  concerned  theolog¬ 
ical  preference:  namely,  they  want  to 
attend  an  “evangelical"  seminary. 

The  statement  was  also  made,  and 
affirmed  by  several,  that  “evangeli¬ 
cal"  pastors  and  churches  “produce” 
a  high  percentage  of  ministerial  stu¬ 
dents.  They  are  then  counseled  to  en¬ 
roll  in  non-United  Methodist 
seminaries  that  are  known  for  their 
evangelical  stance. 


One  of  the  presidents  said,  “The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  no  longer 
a  mainline  denomination  but  an  'old 
line'  denomination.  The  evangelical 
churches  are  the  mainline  churches.” 

That  may  be  true,  but  I  did  not  like 
to  hear  it. 

I  am  aware  that  perhaps  millions  of 
United  Methodists  ARE  evangelical, 
and  hundreds  and  maybe  thousands  of 
pastors  would  affirm  that  stance. 

(By  evangelical  I  do  not  mean  fun¬ 
damental;  nor  is  the  evangelical  con¬ 
stituency  synonymous  with  the  Good 
News  movement). 

When  the  term  "evangelical"  is  used, 
it  needs  some  defining.  Yet  like  many 
words,  it  almost  defies  a  definition. 

Salvation  by  faith  stressed 

For  a  brief  and  a  rather  inadequate 
definition,  I  turn  to  Webster’s  New 
World  Dictionary:  “Churches  . . .  that 
emphasize  salvation  by  faith  in  the 
atonement  of  Jesus  and  reject  the  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  the  sacraments  and  goods 
works  alone.” 

I  would  add  to  that  definition:  “and 
those  who  employ  the  Bible  seriously 
as  the  primary  source  of  faith  and  of 
God’s  revelation,  containing  all  things 
necessary  for  salvation.” 

In  response  to  the  seminary  presi¬ 
dent’s  statement  about  “old  line  de¬ 
nomination,”  I  then  made  a  suggestion 


that  I  am  sure  is  not  original:  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  select  one 
seminary  and  make  it  “truly  Wesley¬ 
an,"  highly  academic  and  in  the  best 
sense  of  the  word  “evangelical.” 

Send  ‘evangelical’  message 

In  my  opinion  the  establishment  of 
this  kind  of  a  seminary  would  do  sev¬ 
eral  things: 

S  It  would  send  a  message  of  in¬ 
clusiveness  to  evangelical  United 
Methodists,  both  lay  and  clergy,  who 
have  always  been  United  Methodist 
and  will  remain  United  Methodist  but 
who  at  the  present  time  feel  left  out 
and  discounted. 

/  It  would  keep  many  United 
Methodist  students  in  United  Method¬ 
ist  seminaries. 

f  It  would  give  United  Methodist 
evangelical  scholars  a  chance  to 
teach  in  their  “own”  denominational 
seminary. 

/  It  would,  in  my  judgement,  in¬ 
crease  the  number  of  students  in  a 
United  Methodist  seminary. 

Having  a  truly  Wesleyan  seminary 
would  do  more: 

In  time,  it  would  restore  to  our 
church  some  of  the  historic  evangeli¬ 
cal  emphasis  such  as  preaching  for  a 
decision,  teaching  to  make  Christian 
disciples,  making  spiritual  formation 


a  priority,  teaching  our  children  "holy 
habits”  and  tithing. 

That  does  not  mean  these  attributes 
are  entirely  missing  in  our  present 
seminaries’  curriculum,  but  they  have 
not  been  emphasized  to  the  degree  of 
their  importance. 

Problems  foreseen 

I  can  foresee  problems  with  such  a 
venture— such  as  who  would  control 
the  seminary  and  who  would  define 
the  criteria  for  teaching  in  such  a 
school.  But  all  such  problems  would 
be  insignificant  compared  to  the  posi-  . 
tive  values  such  a  Wesleyan  seminary 
would  create. 

What  an  “inclusive”  action  it  would 
be  to  make  room  for  and  welcome 
evangelicals  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  a  seminary  that 
would  capture  the  best  and  the  heart 
of  Wesleyan  evangelical  Christianity! 

“Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through  ; 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Dwight 
Meier  lives  in  Bismarck,  N.D.,  and  is 
superintendent  of  the  Western  Dis-  ; 
trict  of  the  North  Dakota  conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
“Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re-  ; 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Tex-  ■ 
as  75266-0275. 


Dwight  Meier 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


We’ve  ignored  our  primary  mission  for  years 


To  the  Editor: 

I  couldn't  agree  more  with  Bishop  Em¬ 
erson  S.  Colaw  when  he  says,  “The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  must  reorganize  its 
priorities  and  focus  on  evangelism  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  quadrennium”  (see  UMR, 
June  12). 

As  an  “old”  Methodist  from  back  in 
the  1930s,  it  seems  to  me  that  for  de¬ 
cades  our  church  has  been  missing  its 
primary  mission— to  proclaim  the  good 
news  of  salvation  through  Christ  and,  as 
John  Wesley  emphasized,  “spread  scrip¬ 
tural  holiness  throughout  the  land.” 

I  have  studied  recommended  books  on 
evangelism  and  attended  convocations 
on  evangelism  and  church  growth.  I  al¬ 
ways  come  back  to  the  local  congrega¬ 
tion  wondering  how  to  stir  and  arouse 
our  members  sufficiently  to  see  new  ac¬ 
tion  and  movement. 

I  don’t  exclude  myself;  it  is  hard  to  re¬ 
tain  a  mountaintop  experience  and  still 
have  it  down  in  the  valley  of  service. 

Re-reading  just  now  “Beliefs  of  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Christian”  by  Bishop  Colaw 
when  he  was  still  a  pastor  in  Cincinnati, 
gives  me  fresh  inspiration.  I  wish  my 
UM  brethren  would  read  and  study  more. 

Doing  that  would  give  firmer  grounds 
to  build  on  when  our  church  leaders  chal¬ 
lenge  us  to  reverse  this  declining  trend! 

Donald  E.  Kohlstaedt 
Spokane,  Washington 

I  couldn’t  agree  more 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Emerson  J.  Colaw  was  right  on 
target  with  his  listed  “eight  choices 
made  by  the  Methodist  Church  during 
the  1960s”  (see  UMR  June  12).  I  couldn’t 
agree  more. 

Gladys  M.  Fitts 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

I  earn  my  salary 

To  the  Editor: 

Equalize  salaries! 

Like  the  interminable  same  argu¬ 
ments  from  the  same  people  year  after 
year  on  abortion  and  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  it  would  be  nice  to  at  least 


hear  some  new  voices. 

I  believe  I  have  the  longest  service  re¬ 
cord  now  in  Central  Illinois  conference. 
That  doesn’t  prove  anything  except  I’m 
getting  old.  But  Lord,  spare  me  from  the 
indignity  of  enduring  any  more  impas¬ 
sioned  pleas  about  communal  salaries. 

Righteousness  or  top  efficiency  or  su¬ 
perior  wisdom  is  never  mine  to  claim.  A 
sinner  saved  by  grace  is  my  only  hope. 

However,  I  have  worked  hard  at  my 
ministry.  If  I  have  received  good  sala¬ 
ries,  I  earned  them. 

When  some  muddlehead  who  sleeps 
late,  never  shows  up  in  the  office,  doesn’t 
make  calls  or  doesn’t  show  up  in  time  of 
pastoral  need  has  a  claim  to  part  of  my 
recompense,  that  would  be  another  nail 
in  the  coffin  of  the  church  I  love. 

That  would  be  in  the  same  class  as 
abandoning  competence  as  the  first  re¬ 
quirement  for  leadership. 

Dale  Catlin 
Marshall,  Illinois 

Let’s  write  more  letters 

To  the  Editor. 

Because  of  the  recent  statements  of 
President  Ronald  Reagan  and  Secretary 
Mikhail  Gorbachev,  it  appears  that  now 
is  a  good  time  for  the  American  people, 
as  individuals,  to  write  letters  to  these 
leaders  encouraging  them  to  conclude  a 
nuclear  arms  treaty. 

Individuals  can  have  an  impact  on 
world  events  if  they  will  take  the  time  to 
write  a  personal  letter. 

Before  the  summit  in  Reykjavik,  Ice¬ 
land,  I  asked  about  400  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  write  a  letter  to  Secretary 
Gorbachev  suggesting  that  if  he  would 
release  Anatole  Sharansky,  it  would  help 
the  relationship  between  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  United  States. 

I  do  not  know  how  many  United  Meth¬ 
odists  wrote  a  letter,  but  after  Mr.  Shar¬ 
ansky  was  released,  I  received  several 
letters  and  telephone  calls  from  people 
who  had  written  thanking  me  for  the  sug¬ 
gestion  and  expressing  their  joy  that  we 
were  able  to  get  Mr.  Sharansky  released. 

I  told  these  United  Methodist  people 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


that  we  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  re¬ 
lease.  It  was  done  at  a  level  we  knew 
nothing  about.  But  they  should  be 
pleased  and  satisfied  that  they  had  done 
all  they  could  do. 

All  God  expects  of  us  is  to  do  the  best 
we  can,  and  the  best  that  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  person  can  do  now  to  help  world 
peace  is  to  write  a  nice,  sweet  letter 
complimenting  President  Reagan  and 
Secretary  Gorbachev. 

Woodrow  Seals 
Houston,  Texas 

Bishops  play  Don  Quixote 

To  the  Editor: 

As  I  read  the  Council  of  Bishops’  Pasto¬ 
ral  Letter,  “In  Defense  of  Creation,”  I  am 
reminded  of  Don  Quixote  with  lance  in 
hand  mounted  on  his  charger  attacking 
windmills.  It  is  an  exercise  in  futility. 

If  nuclear  energy  could  be  eliminated 
completely  from  the  earth,  it  would  have 
very  little,  if  any,  effect  on  war  or  peace. 

From  the  time  that  humankind  gath¬ 
ered  into  tribes,  clans  or  nations,  there 
has  been  a  continual  effort  to  achieve  the 
"ultimate  weapon.”  It  progressed  from 
hand  weapons,  to  bows  and  arrows,  cata¬ 
pults,  cavalry,  elephants,  flame  throw¬ 
ers,  airplanes,  submarines,  poison  gas 
and  atomic  bombs. 


The  search  for  the  “ultimate  weapon” 
is  endless,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  think 
that  the  elimination  of  any  one  of  these 
weapons  would  somehow  create  peace. 

Whenever  a  country  neglects  its  de¬ 
fense  and  becomes  weak,  it  is  overrun  by 
aggressors.  Great  problems  of  the  world 
are  “people  business.”  The  mission  of 
our  church  leaders  should  be  to  bring 
spiritual  strength  and  spiritual  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  membership. 

If  each  of  us  becomes  filled  with  the 
spirit  of  Christ,  we  will  be  directed  in  our 
responsibilities  as  citizens  and  in  our  po¬ 
litical  decisions.  If  we  are  spiritually 
right,  we  will  be  guided  in  our  judgment 
as  far  as  world  issues  and  the  achieve¬ 
ment  of  peace  are  concerned. 

Our  bishops  should  be  spiritual  leaders 
rather  than  trying  to  be  experts  on  world 
affairs  and  armament.  They  damage  their 
credibility  when  they  spend  their  time, 
and  the  church’s  money,  going  to  commu¬ 
nist  countries,  absorbing  their  propaganda 
and  returning  home  espousing  the  philoso¬ 
phies  of  such  countries. 

Nuclear  energy,  like  aviation,  is  here  to 
stay.  Our  responsibility  is  to  learn  how  fo 
use  it  properly.  If  we  are  strong  in  our 
faith,  trust  in  the  Lord  and  lean  not  on  oqr 
own  understanding,  He  will  direct  us  in  our 
daily  lives  and  responsibilities  to  humanity. 
G.  R.  Allison 
Fergus  Falls,  Minnesota 


Bishops’  work  shows  integrity  isn’t  a  mirage 
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Little  did  the  United  Methodist  bishops 
from  the  Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico, 
Louisiana,  Missouri,  Nebraska  and  Hous¬ 
ton  areas  know  what  they  were  getting 
into  when  they  gathered  in  mid-March. 
They  were  meeting 
to  organize  for  a  spe-  ~ 

cial  investigation 
they  had  been  asked 
to  conduct  for  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  (see  UMR 
June  26  and  editori¬ 
als  on  this  page). 

Little  did  I  know  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
what  I  was  getting  into  when  I  offered 
that  same  day  to  help  the  bishops  set  up 
a  press  briefing. 

SMU  had  just  been  rocked  by  the  latest 
in  a  long  series  of  scandals  related  to  its 
football  program.  This  time  it  involved  the 
former  chairman  of  the  school’s  Board  of 
Governors,  and  now  the  governor  of  Tex¬ 
as,  William  P.  Clements.  He  had  just  ad¬ 
mitted  publicly  that  he  was  aware  of- and 
involved  in  a  decision  to  continue  improp¬ 
er  payments  to  football  players  after  SMU 
was  hit  with  severe  penalties  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Collegiate  Athletic  Association  for 
the  same  offense  in  1985. 

Mr.  Clements  implicated  himself  and 
others  on  SMU’s  Board  of  Governors.  But 
he  wouldn’t  name  names.  Only  one  other 
former  member  of  that  body  admitted 
knowledge  or  involvement. 

The  Board  of  Governors,  realizing  that 
its  own  credibility  was  severely  dam¬ 
aged,  turned  to  the  church  and  asked  for 
a  committee  of  bishops  to  sort  out  the 
truth  and  reveal  their  findings.  The  irony 
in  that  move  was  that  SMU’s  leadership 
has  moved  steadily  to  reduce  the  school’s 
church-related  image  during  the  past 


two  decades. 

When  the  bishops  met  to  organize,  it 
was  obvious  they  were  entering  unchart¬ 
ed  territory.  Just  as  obviously,  though, 
they  were  called  upon  because  of  their 
moral  authority  rather  than  their  inves¬ 
tigative  skills. 

The  bishops  voted  to  employ  an  Aus¬ 
tin,  Texas,  law  firm  with  no  SMU  con¬ 
nections  to  assist  with  the  investigation. 

Then,  recognizing  a  need  to  deal  with 
the  intense  media  interest  in  their  investi¬ 
gation,  the  bishops  asked  if  I  would  work 
with  them  as  their  media  liaison  for  the 
same  amount  of  additional  compensa¬ 
tion— none— they  would  be  receiving. 

During  the  ensuing  three  months  the 
committee  endured  the  death  of  one  of 
its  members,  Bishop  Walter  Underwood 
of  Louisiana  The  other  four  bishops,  a 
team  of  three  lawyers  and  I  somehow 
met  for  14  previously  unscheduled  days 
of  interviews  and  deliberations. 

Reams  of  documents  and  dozens  of  in¬ 
terviews  conducted  by  the  lawyers  were 
reviewed.  Key  figures  in  the  scandal— 
including  Gov.  Clements— were  inter¬ 
viewed  by  the  whole  committee.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  calls  from  news  media  were 
answered  in  an  effort  to  be  accessible 
yet  not  to  give  out  piecemeal  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  the  committee’s  findings. 

During  the  final  hectic  days  of  compil¬ 
ing  and  scrutinizing  line-for-line  what 
eventually  became  a  48-page  printed  re¬ 
port,  the  committee  faced  hard  deci¬ 
sions.  For  example,  would  the 
committee  honor  or  breach  pledges  of 
“confidentiality”  made  by  others  during 
previous  stages  of  the  scandal? 

The  bishops  concluded  that  setting 
aside  such  questionable  pledges  and  pro¬ 
viding  full  disclosure  of  all  those  in¬ 


volved  was  the  only  way  to  provide  a 
credible  report. 

The  committee  faced  a  painful  dilem¬ 
ma  regarding  how  to  deal  with  the  in¬ 
volvement  of  people  like  interim 
President  Bill  Stallcup  and  former 
Board  of  Governors  chairman  Bill 
Hutchison.  They  played  very  positive 
transitional  roles  between  the  old  and 
new  styles  of  leadership  at  SMU.  Never¬ 
theless  they  got  caught  up  in  efforts  last 
fall  to  avoid  identifying  the  involvement 
of  Mr.  Clements  and  other  university 
leaders  in  the  athletic  scandals.  Should 
those  people  be  cited  in  the  report? 

The  committee  decided  it  could  not  of¬ 
fer  special  considerations  to  anyone,  no 
matter  how  great  their  contributions  to 
the  school  or  how  extenuating  their  cir¬ 
cumstances,  without  losing  credibility. 

The  committee,  chaired  by  Bishop 
Louis  Schowengerdt  of  Albuquerque, 
N.M.,  debated  how  best  to  provide  full 
disclosure  and  achieve  redemptive  re¬ 
sults  rather  than  stimulating  vindictive 
finger-pointing  and/or  costly  and  pro¬ 
tracted  lawsuits. 

As  usually  was  the  case,  beginning  with 
the  committee’s  first  meeting,  the  decision 
was  made  by  consensus.  The  bishops 
would  offer  their  report  in  a  readable  nar¬ 
rative  form  that  would  “tell  the  whole  sto¬ 
ry”  and  leave  tedious  documentation  for 
each  statement  in  the  files  of  the  lawyers. 

Bishop  Schowengerdt  remarked  dur¬ 
ing  our  last  session  that  he  had  hoped  to 
enable  each  member  fully  to  contribute 
his  strengths  to  the  committee’s  work. 
As  I  reviewed  our  process  and  the  final 
report  it  produced,  I  realized  that  goal 
was,  in  fact,  achieved.  We  were  strength¬ 
ened  individually  as  well  as  collectively 
by  the  unique  insights  and  contributions 


of  one  another. 

By  the  day  the  Bishops’  Committee 
presented  its  final  report  to  SMU’s  Board 
of  Trustees,  I’m  not  sure  I’ve  ever  been 
associated  with  a  group  with  any  firmer 
sense  of  moral  certainty  and  resolve 
than  that  group  of  Bishops  Handy, 
Hearn,  Oliphint  and  Schowengerdt. 

As  they  released  their  report  at  a 
large  press  conference,  I  don’t  recall 
ever  seeing  a  group  of  United  Methodist 
bishops  provide  visible  public  leadership 
with  more  candor  and  confidence. 

That  evening  I  felt  a  strange  mixture 
of  relief  that  the  committee’s  work  was 
complete  and  wistfulness  regarding  the 
end  of  the  extraordinary  working  rela¬ 
tionships  the  Bishops’  Committee  pro¬ 
duced.  I  went  to  sleep  that  night  with 
renewed  hope  for  the  church  and  reas¬ 
surance  that  integrity  is  not  merely  a 
mirage  in  a  desert  of  lying,  cheating  and 
self-protecting  cover-ups. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read¬ 
ers  about  900  member-families  of  the 
Westwood  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Los  Angeles,  Calif.  (California-Pacific 
Annual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Los  Angeles,  we 
say,  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a 
simple-to-prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your 
own  church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  cover¬ 
age  on  the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its 
preparation  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And 
many  report  that  a  Reporter  edition  "more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased 
congregational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 
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University  Senate  commends  SMU;  ‘warning’  remains 


Staff  Special 

j  DENVER— The  United  Methodist 

•  Church’s  higher  education  advisory  body, 

•  in  a  precedent-breaking  public  state* 

•  ment,  declared  June  26  that  “the  funda- 
|  mental  defect”  in  the  operation  of 
,  Southern  Methodist  University  “has  been 
;  corrected,  and  the  institution  is  moving 
;  forward  effectively.” 

;  The  29-member  University  Senate  said 
;  it  “is  encouraged  by  these  develop- 
;  ments”  but  it  will  "continue  carefully  to 
J  monitor  and  evaluate  SMU's  progress 
•;  until  all  the  senate’s  concerns  are  satis- 
;  fied.” 

The  Dallas  university  will  continue  to 


be  listed  on  the  University  Senate’s  ap¬ 
proved  list  of  United  Methodist-affiliated 
schools  but  "with  warning.” 

Dr.  Roy  B.  Shilling  Jr.,  president  of  the 
University  Senate,  said  the  “warning” 
means  that  if  deficiencies  cited  are  not 
corrected,  SMU  could  be  put  on  public 
probation  or  dropped  from  the  Universi¬ 
ty  Senate’s  list  of  approved  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  institutions. 

Following  its  statement  of  facts  about 
SMU’s  current  status,  the  University 
Senate  statement  included  a  strongly- 
worded  section  of  evaluative  “feelings” 
regarding  the  recent  series  of  scandals 
at  SMU. 


The  statement  said  the  previous  “de¬ 
rangement  in  the  normal  patterns"  of 
administration  at  SMU  "has  sullied  the 
good  name  of  SMU,  compromised  its  fi¬ 
nances,  embarrassed  its  alumni,  strained 
church  relationships,  and  provided  a  dis¬ 
maying  example  of  what  a  university 
should  seek  to  embody  for  students  and 
for  the  society  at  large:  uncompromising 
integrity.” 

The  statement  released  to  reporters 
was  developed  during  several  hours  of 
closed-door  sessions  June  25-26. 

The  president-designate  of  SMU,  the 
new  chairman  of  its  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  the  Interim  president  of  the  school 


were  closeted  with  the  University  Senate 
for  part  of  that  time. 

Following  that  meeting,  Ray  L.  Hunt, 
chairman  of  the  revamped  SMU  trust¬ 
ees,  said:  “It  is  my  hope  the  senate  will 
give  weight  to  the  developments  of  the 
last  couple  of  months.  I  believe  the  re¬ 
port  card  for  the  university  (in  that  time) 
would  be  straight  A's." 

The  University  Senate  had  sent  a  team 
for  two  on-site  visits  to  SMU  and  had  be¬ 
fore  it  in  Denver  the  massive  report  of 
an  investigation  of  the  school  carried  out 
by  a  committee  of  United  Methodist 
bishops  and  released  to  the  public  June 
19  (see  UMR,  June  26). 


The  University  Senate’s  statement 
commended  "the  recent  determination 
to  get  to  the  truth”  and  said  SMU’s  new 
governance  structure  gives  the  president 
“the  power  and  responsibility  normally 
and  appropriately  accorded  to  a  univer¬ 
sity  president." 

The  new  president,  Dr.  A.  Kenneth 
Pye,  a  Roman  Catholic  trained  in  law, 
was  applauded  as  a  "strong,  experienced 
president  resolved  on  restoring  SMU’s 
luster”  (see  story  below  about  Dr.  Pye;. 

SMU  Interim  President  William  Stall- 
cup  issued  a  statement  of  “sincere  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  Senate’s  courteous 
reception  and  the  hearing  we  received, 


as  well  as  its  recognition  of  the  progress 
and  reform  in  governance  and  in  athlet¬ 
ics  which  have  occurred  here  in  the  past 
several  months. 

"SMU  is  committed  to  maintaining  its 
United  Methodist  heritage  and  affiliation 
and  has  affirmed  that  commitment  by 
responding  fully  to  each  and  every  rec¬ 
ommendation  that  the  Senate  has  made,” 
Dr.  Stallcup  added. 

SMU  is  owned  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

This  story  is  based  on  reporting  from 
Denver  by  Bob  Lear  of  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 
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McPHERSON,  KAN.— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Nichols,  victims  of  a 
stabbing  spree  aboard  the  Staten  Island  Ferry  last  Fourth  of  July 
weekend,  maintain  a  forgiving  spirit  toward  New  York  City  and  to¬ 
ward  their  assailant.  “Holding  a  grievance  . . .  only  adds  to  his  burden 
and  ours,”  Dr.  Connie  Nichols  said. 

Stabbing  victims  learn 
meaning  of  forgiveness 


‘No  miracles  in  ministry  of  healing’ 

Order  of  St.  Luke  labels  suffering  valid ,  valuable  Christian  experience 


By  JEANNE  JACOBY  SMITH 

McPHERSON,  Kan.— A  year  ago 
this  Fourth  of  July  weekend,  United 
Methodist  layman  Richard  Nichols, 
a  banker  from  Kansas,  lay  bleeding 
on  the  Staten  Island  Ferry  in  New 
York,  one  of  11  victims  of  a  bizarre 
stabbing  spree  by  a  Cuban  immi¬ 
grant. 

Now  his  10-inch-deep  wound  has 
healed.  And  he  and  his  wife,  Dr. 
Connie  Nichols,  another  victim  of 
the  stabbing  but  injured  less  serious¬ 
ly,  maintain  a  forgiving  attitude  to¬ 
ward  New  York  City  and  their 
assailant. 

“The  Good  Lord  touched  us,  but 
he  didn’t  take  our  lives,”  said  Dr. 
Nichols,  an  administrator  at 
McPherson  College  in  McPherson. 
“We  don’t  know  why  it  happened, 
but  we  know  God  has  a  plan  in  ev¬ 
erything.” 

Two  people  died 

The  Nicholses,  active  members  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
McPherson,  were  fortunate.  Two 
people  died  in  the  stabbing  incident. 

The  ferry  was  10  minutes  from 
shore  when  the  assailant,  Juan  Gon¬ 
zales,  began  running  wildly  between 
floors  of  the  ferry— plunging  a  24- 
inch  saber  randomly  into  the  11  pas¬ 
sengers,  Dr.  Nichols  recalled. 

“We  were  standing  off  by  our¬ 
selves  looking  through  the  binocu¬ 
lars  at  the  Statue  of  Liberty,”  Dr. 
Nichols  said.  “The  next  thing  I  re¬ 
member  was  seeing  a  dark  shadow 
coming  toward  us,  and  then  I  real¬ 
ized  what  was  happening. 

"He  stabbed  my  husband  first, 
and  then  within  seconds  he  stabbed 
me  and  was  gone.” 

Dr.  Nichols  said  she  screamed  for 
help,  but  no  one  responded— or  un¬ 
derstood  at  first.  Then  two  passen¬ 
gers— a  computer  programmer  and 
a  telephone  company  employee— 
ran  to  them  and  remained  until  help 
arrived. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  president  of  the 
Kansas  Bankers  Association  at  the 
time  and  was  in  New  York  as  part 
of  the  bicentennial  anniversary  of 
the  Statue  of  Liberty. 

He  is  a  former  lay  leader  and 
member  of  the  administrative  board 
at  the  First  UMC.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  church’s  board  of  trustees  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  adminis¬ 
trative  board  and  chairman  of  the 
worship  work  area. 

Both  were  to  have  been  delegates 
to  the  World  Methodist  Conference 
in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  last  August  until 
the  accident  intervened. 

Remain  reflective,  forgiving 

With  the  intervening  year’s  per¬ 
spective,  the  Nicholses  continue  to 
remain  reflective  about  the  incident 
and  forgiving  toward  Mr.  Gonzales. 

"Juan  Gonzales  is  a  victim,  too,” 


Dr.  Nichols  said. 

Imprisoned  by  Fidel  Castro,  he 
became  part  of  a  1977  boatlift  from 
Cuba  and  roamed  the  streets  of  New 
York,  going  from  one  shelter  and 
mental  hospital  to  another,  Dr. 
Nichols  explained. 

“Holding  a  grievance  against 
somebody  like  that  only  adds  to  his 
burden  and  ours,”  she  added. 

A  court  found  Mr.  Gonzales  in¬ 
sane  at  the  time  of  the  stabbing 
spree,  and  he  is  being  held  in  a  New 
York  mental  institution,  Dr.  Nichols 
said.  He  is  to  be  re-examined  every 
other  year  to  determine  if  he  is  sane 
enough  to  stand  trial. 

If  he  is  still  considered  criminally 
insane  after  17  years,  he  will  be  in¬ 
stitutionalized  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  she  said. 

Last  October  the  Nicholses  re¬ 
turned  to  New  York  to  thank  the  two 
passengers  who  came  to  their  aid  on 
the  ferry. 

During  the  same  follow-up  trip  to 
New  York,  Mayor  Ed  Koch  treated 
the  Nicholses  to  dinner  in  a  Manhat¬ 
tan  restaurant  and  proclaimed  them 
honorary  citizens  of  New  York. 

In  April  Mr.  Nichols  went  to  Las 
Vegas  to  present  the  Security  Agent 
of  the  Year  Award  to  Edward  del 
Pinto,  the  off-duty  officer  who  held 
the  assailant  at  bay,  prohibiting  him 
from  inflicting  further  harm. 

In  May,  Mayor  Koch  went  to  Kan¬ 
sas  as  the  Nichols’  guest  for  the 
Kansas  Bankers  Association’s  100th 
anniversary. 

Speaking  invitations  to  churches 
have  poured  in  for  Mr.  Nichols,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Kansas  Prayer  Break¬ 
fast  last  spring.  There  he  retold  his 
story  to  1,200  people. 

‘Infused  with  goodness’ 

"The  aftermath  of  the  incident 
was  so  infused  with  goodness,”  Dr. 
Nichols  said,  "that  we  have  come  to 
think  of  ourselves  as  collective 
members  of  the  larger  human  race. 

“In  a  sense,  the  goodness  of  those 
who  reached  out  to  us  is  symbolic  of 
the  identity  of  the  American  people, 
which  is  what  the  Fourth  of  July  is 
all  about.  Their  response  was  a  gift 
of  healing  for  us.” 

This  Fourth  of  July  the  Nicholses 
plan  a  family  celebration  at  home  to 
shoot  fireworks  and  review  last 
year’s  Liberty  Weekend  on  a  video¬ 
tape. 

Reflecting  on  the  past  year,  Mr. 
Nichols  added: 

“A  lifetime  of  church  experiences 
gave  us  resources  with  which  to 
cope.  Today  we  realize  that  out  of 
that  extremely  negative  event  we 
experienced  the  healing  power  of 
love.” 

Jeanne  Jacoby  Smith  is  a  free¬ 
lance  writer  in  McPherson.  Kan. 
Staff  Writer  Susan  Aguren  contrib¬ 
uted  to  the  story. 


STEPHEN  L.SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

TEMPE,  Arizona— Four  years  ago 
physicians  told  the  Rev.  Tommy  Tyson 
he  had  cancer. 

"I  began  to  sense  my  mortality,”  the 
64-year-old  United  Methodist  evangelist 
told  members  of  the  International  Order 
of  St.  Luke  the  Physician  at  their  30th 
annual  conference. 

The  Order  of  St.  Luke  is  an  ecumenical 
group  that  promotes  the  church’s  healing 
ministry.  The  40-year-old  group  has 
more  than  7,000  members,  mostly  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

Nearly  300  members  met  June  17-19  on 
the  campus  of  Arizona  State  University  and 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Tempe. 

“People  began  to  pray  for  me,”  Dr. 
Tyson  said  in  one  of  four  addresses  to  the 
conference. 

“When  1  went  back  to  the  hospital,  the 
doctors  said  the  underlying  condition 
was  still  there.  But  they  couldn’t  find  any 
cancer.  It  was  a  miracle!” 

The  “miracle”  was  short-lived,  Dr.  Ty¬ 
son  said.  Three  months  later,  tests  re¬ 
vealed  more  cancer  cells. 

“I  kept  waiting  for  God  to  do  another 
miracle,”  he  said.  He  didn’t  want  surgery 
“because  getting  healed  without  surgery 
seems  so  much  more  spiritual.” 

He  finally  consented  to  surgery,  how¬ 
ever,  and  endured  a  month  of  pain  while 
recuperating  in  the  hospital. 

As  he  was  being  discharged,  a  nurse 
told  him:  “We  were  happy  for  you  the 
first  time  when  your  cancer  miraculous¬ 
ly  disappeared.  But  we’ve  seen  more  of 
God  in  your  response  to  your  suffering 
than  we  did  in  your  miracle  healing.” 

Contrast  with  TV  ‘faith  healers’ 

According  to  the  Rev.  William  N. 
Beachy  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dr.  Tyson’s 
experience  highlights  an  aspect  of  the 
Order  of  St.  Luke’s  healing  emphasis 
that  sets  its  ministry  apart  from  the  mir¬ 
acle  orientation  of  some  TV  “faith  heal¬ 
ers.”  That  is  viewing  suffering  as  a  valid 
and  valuable  expression  of  Christian  ex¬ 
perience. 

Dr.  Beachy,  an  Episcopal  priest  and 
hospital  chaplain  who  also  holds  a  medi¬ 
cal  degree,  is  “warden”  (top  elected  offi¬ 
cial)  of  the  Order  of  St.  Luke. 

“Healing  in  the  fullest  Christian  sense 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity’s  president-elect  said  last  week  that 
a  support  network  that  enables  students 
to  leave  a  university  “educated  and  still 
believing  in  God”  is  an  essential  ingredi¬ 
ent  for  a  United  Methodist  Church-relat¬ 
ed  school. 

"That’s  what  I  think  church-related- 
ness  means,"  said  Dr.  A.  Kenneth  Pye,  a 
Duke  University  law  professor  and  for¬ 
mer  chancellor  who  is  to  assume  his  new 
post  Aug.  17. 

His  comments  came  during  an  exclu¬ 
sive  interview  with  the  Reporter  editori¬ 
al  staff  June  25.  The  session  was  held 
less  than  a  week  after  release  of  the 
Bishops’  Committee  report  on  SMU  that 
called  for  “a  closer  working  relationship 
between  SMU  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church”  (see  UMR,  June  26  and  related 
editorials  on  Page  2  of  this  issue). 

The  Bishops’  Committee  spent  three 
months  investigating  SMU’s  "play-for- 
pay”  scandal.  The  committee’s  48-page 
report  detailing  events  of  the  scandal 
rocked  the  university’s  foundations. 

Relationships  with  bishops  planned 

Dr.  Pye,  chosen  May  29  as  SMU’s  ninth 
president,  volunteered  few  references  to 
the  bishops’  report  but  said  he  would  reg¬ 
ularly  relate  to  the  bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  South  Central  Jurisdiction  to 
keep  them  informed  of  developments  at 
SMU.  (SMU  is  owned  by  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction.  Dr.  Pye  met  with  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  College  of 
Bishops  June  15  during  the  annual  Bish¬ 
ops’  Week  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  Assembly  in 
Arkansas.) 

Dr.  Pye  further  defined  how  he  be¬ 
lieves  SMU  can  underline  its  nature  as  a 
United  Methodist-related  institution. 

He  said  SMU  should: 

•  Emphasize  the  importance  of  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  within  the  uni¬ 
versity,  including  giving  it  preferential 
treatment  in  some  fund-raising  efforts. 

•  Focus  attention  on  the  university’s 
liberal-arts  Department  of  Religious 
Studies  to  attract  students  into  its  class¬ 
es. 

•Stress  the  importance  of  religious 
values  in  student  life. 

•  Continue  to  provide  regular  interde¬ 
nominational  chapel  services  on  campus. 


is  the  restoration  of  life’s  basic  reality, 
of  its  purpose  and  goal  in  a  free  relation¬ 
ship  with  God,”  Dr.  Beachy  said. 

In  Christian  experience,  he  said,  "heal¬ 
ing  isn’t  an  easy  way. 

"There’s  the  easy  way  of  the  cults  and 
the  occult,”  Dr.  Beachy  said.  "And  then 
there’s  the  way  of  the  difficult”— in  oth¬ 
er  words,  the  Christian  way. 

Dr.  Beachy  further  contrasted  the  Or¬ 
der  of  St.  Luke  with  less  rigorous  and 
more  sensational  healing  ministries, 
such  as  that  of  Oral  Roberts. 

The  Order  of  St.  Luke  stresses  the 
need  of  a  "total  body  of  believers”  for 
support,  prayer  and  mutual  guidance  as 
against  dependence  on  one  or  a  few  indi¬ 
vidual  leaders,  he  said. 

“Revelation  and  healing  come  not 
through  a  single  person  but  through  the 
entire  body,"  Dr.  Beachy  said.  “We  em¬ 
phasize  our  freedom  to  share  with  each 
other  our  deepest  sense  of  truth.  We  won’t 
be  grasped  by  healing  truth  until  we  are 
able  to  see  it  existing  in  each  other.” 

Some  are  ‘isolated  and  confused’ 

Because  ministries  like  that  of  Oral 
Roberts  don’t  stress  the  corporate  di¬ 
mension  of  healing,  Dr.  Beachy  said, 
they  sometimes  become  “isolated  and 
confused.” 

A  statement  put  out  by  the  Order  of  St. 
Luke  states  that  the  goal  of  the  group  is 
to  promote  the  ministry  of  healing 
throughout  the  church,  “teaching  that 
God  heals  in  many  ways.  . . .  Spiritual 
healing  and  medical  practice  are  not  op¬ 
posed  but  mutually  complimentary. 
Spiritual  healing  urges  the  utilization  of 
all  the  help  which  the  medical  profession 
can  give.” 

Besides  hearing  Dr.  Tyson’s  addresses 
and  attending  workshops  on  various  as¬ 
pects  of  healing,  Order  of  St.  Luke  mem¬ 
bers  participated  in  numerous  healing 
services. 

No  one  reported  a  dramatic  healing 
experience  as  a  result  of  those  services 
during  the  two-day  conference.  However, 
several  people  testified  to  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  laying  on  of  hands  and  mutu¬ 
al  prayers  for  healing  and  forgiveness  in 
strengthening  their  faith. 

Ruth  Kreibich,  a  Presbyterian  lay- 
woman  from  Tucson,  said  she  suffers 
from  arthritis.  Laying  on  of  hands  and 


•Constantly  reiterate  that  Christian 
values  are  important  and  not  just  some¬ 
thing  to  which  people  pay  lip  service. 

Dr.  Pye  said  that  a  church-related 
school  should  “create  an  ambience”  that 
enables  students  to  maintain  their  fam¬ 
ily-formed  religious  faiths  even  in  an  ac¬ 
ademic  environment  where  they  are 
faced  with  a  full  range  of  ideas,  includ¬ 
ing  the  likes  of  Marxism  and  evolution. 

He  said  he  favors  a  wide-ranging  cam¬ 
pus  ministry  in  which  representatives 
from  all  major  denominations  can  inter¬ 
act  with  SMU  students. 

Recommendation  questioned 

Although  the  Bishops’  Committee  re¬ 
port  recommends  creation  of  an  office  of 
vice  president  for  church  relations  “to 
relate  the  university  and  the  church 
more  closely,”  Dr.  Pye  expressed  mis¬ 
givings  about  that  idea. 

“Frankly,  to  create  a  vice  presidency 
for  that  would  cause  me  some  difficulty, 
and  I  plan  to  discuss  that  with  them,"  he 
said. 

He  suggested  that  creation  of  any  such 
new  position  without  any  “direct  line” 
responsibility  in  SMU’s  administration 
not  only  might  be  confusing  but  might 
also  damage  morale  among  faculty 
members  who  have  gone  without  salary 
increases  because  of  budget  constraints. 

Dr.  Pye  said  he  thinks  the  recommen¬ 
dation  was  intended  to  underline  the 
need  for  a  liaison  person  to  keep  church 
leaders  informed  of  developments  at  the 
university  and  vice  versa.  He  indicated 
he  intends  to  fulfill  that  role  in  his  regu¬ 
lar  contacts  with  the  bishops. 

A  key  to  the  school’s  effort  to  incul¬ 
cate  moral  values  is  through  direct  con¬ 
tacts  with  students  by  dormitory 
resident  assistants,  faculty  members, 
counselors  and  others  in  the  SMU  com¬ 
munity  in  everyday  campus  life,  he  said. 

"There  has  to  be  a  much  stronger  stu¬ 
dent-life  component  (at  SMU),”  Dr.  Pye 
said.  He  noted  that  budgetary  retrench¬ 
ment  at  the  school  had  resulted  in  cuts  in 
some  student-life  programs. 

Among  cuts  was  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  resident  assistants,  he  said. 
He  proposed  that  theology  students  and 
law-school  students  be  hired  as  resident 
assistants,  saying  that  they  could  provide 
effective  role  models  for  undergraduates 
as  dormitory-life  supervisors. 

He  said  he  would  encourage  faculty 


prayer  have  relieved  some  of  her  pain, 
she  said. 

“The  Order  of  St.  Luke  is  interested  in 
physical  healing,"  Mrs.  Kreibich  said. 
"But  we’re  basically  interested  in  get¬ 
ting  things  right  between  ourselves  and 
God.  If  we  can  do  that,  the  physical  part 
will  take  care  of  itself.” 

Order  of  St.  Luke  leaders  are  planning 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

TEMPE,  Ariz.— The  Rev.  Tommy  Ty¬ 
son,  principal  speaker  at  the  recent  30th 
annual  conference  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Luke  the  Physician  (see  related  story 
above),  says  the  church  has  “severely  ne¬ 
glected  the  healing  ministry.” 

The  United  Methodist  evangelist  from 
Chapel  Hill,  N.C.— whose  appearance 
and  humor  remind  some  of  comedian 
Jonathan  Winters  but  whose  evangelical 
fervor  is  reminiscent  of  fiery  colonial 
preacher  Jonathan  Edwards— said  the 
church  has  tended  to  follow  secular 
thought  patterns  by  "separating  body 
and  spirit.” 

“Psychosomatic  healing,”  which  many 
people  confuse  with  spiritual  healing,  Dr. 
Tyson  said,  “stresses  that  the  power  to 
heal  comes  from  within  oneself.” 

Spiritual  healing,  however,  is  based  on 
the  reality  that  there  is  both  a  “power 
within  and  a  power  outside  the  body” 
that  promotes  healing. 

Unfortunately,  he  said,  the  church  by 
and  large  has  lost  its  understanding  of 
the  Eucharist,  the  Lord’s  Supper,  as  a 
primary  source  of  healing. 

“In  many  congregations  communion  is 
served  every  three  months,  and  that’s 
the  Sunday  everybody  takes  a  vacation,” 
Dr.  Tyson  said. 

That’s  regrettable,  he  said,  because 
Holy  Communion  contains  the  essential 
elements  for  promoting  healing,  both  of 
the  physical  body  and  of  human  relation¬ 
ships. 

He  specifically  noted  that  communion 
is  a  "visible  sign  of  God’s  healing  grace” 
and  that  the  sacrament  is  an  open  invita- 


members  to  spend  time  in  meeting  with 
students  one  on  one. 

Counselors  essential 

The  new  SMU  president  said  key  uni¬ 
versity  life  components  include  a  full¬ 
time  drug  and  alcohol  abuse  counseling 
program  to  “make  sure  that  students  un¬ 
derstand”  the  dangers  of  both  drug  use 
and  alcohol  abuse. 

He  said  it  also  is  important  for  a  uni¬ 
versity  to  retain  a  full-time  psychiatrist 
to  help  troubled  students  deal  with  pres¬ 
sures  and  difficult  adjustments  to  col¬ 
lege  life. 

The  quality  of  student  life  is  “as  im¬ 
portant  as  the  zillionth  chair,"  Dr.  Pye 
said,  referring  to  specialized  teaching 
positions  (“chairs”)  financed  by  gifts 
from  outside  the  university  budget. 

Expanding  the  school’s  financial  aid 
package  is  another  key  to  improving  the 


a  "Celebration  of  Healing”  in  1989  at  the 
Washington  Cathedral  in  the  nation’s 
capital  to  which  denominational  leaders 
will  be  invited. 

Information  about  the  celebration  or 
about  the  Order  of  St.  Luke  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  writing  the  business  office  at 
P.O.  Box  13701,  San  Antonio,  Texas 
78213. 


tion  to  "truly  and  earnestly  repent”  of 
the  sins  that  block  reception  of  that 
grace. 

Dr.  Tyson  said  he  advises  pastors  to 
use  the  Lord’s  Supper  instead  of  special 
healing  services,  which  “turn  some  peo¬ 
ple  off,”  as  a  way  of  initiating  a  healing 
ministry.  “That's  much  less  threaten¬ 
ing,"  he  said. 

The  evangelist  said  that,  despite  his 
nationwide  reputation  related  to  the 
ministry  of  healing,  he  has  never  been  in¬ 
vited  by  the  denomination’s  general 
agencies  that  deal  with  health-related 
concerns  to  share  his  insights  or  abilities. 

“Theologically,  we’ve  been  polarized,” 
he  said.  “They  probably  wouldn’t  see  me 
fitting  in.  I’m  an  ‘evangelist’  and  in  ‘re¬ 
newal.’  That’s  not  where  general-church 
people  seem  to  be  or  how  they  think  of 
themselves.” 

He  said  he  has  “mixed  feelings”  about 
being  ignored  by  his  own  denomination, 
but  that  response  has  forced  him  to  gain 
a  deeper  understanding  of  his  own  faith 
and  work  in  the  ministry  of  healing. 

“We’re  all  members  of  the  same  body 
with  different  functions,”  he  said.  "Lf 
part  of  the  body  doesn’t  recognize  my 
value,  I  can  wait. 

“I  want  to  be  true  to  my  calling  as  an 
evangelist.  But  I  also  want  to  transcend 
divisions  in  our  church  related  to  that 
identity. 

“The  cutting  edge  of  the  spirit  in  the 
church  today  is  in  the  realm  of  ecclesiol- 
ogy — in  people’s  need  to  rediscover  the 
true  nature  of  the  church”  as  a  single 
body  of  Christ. 


quality  of  student  life,  said  Dr.  Pye.  He 
suggests  raising  tuition  for  all  students, 
then  using  additional  funds  raised  to  pro¬ 
vide  financial  aid  to  outstanding  students 
who  demonstrate  financial  need. 

That  would  enable  SMU  to  broaden  the 
makeup  of  its  student  body,  which  is  pre¬ 
dominantly  white  and  affluent,  and 
break  down  the  school’s  stereotypical 
image  as  "Southern  Money  University," 
he  said. 

Dr.  Pye  said  that  a  better  educational 
environment  is  created  through  a  more 
diverse  student  body.  He  observed  the 
absence  of  any  significant  Hispanic  pres¬ 
ence  on  the  SMU  campus,  even  though 
Hispanics  make  up  a  large  portion  of  the 
region’s  population. 

Dr.  Pye  met  with  SMU  officials  last 
week  and  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  University  Senate  June  26 
in  Denver  (see  story  at  top  of  page). 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

DALLAS— Dr.  A.  Kenneth  Pye,  selected  as  Southern  Methodist  Universi¬ 
ty’s  ninth  president,  described  himself  in  an  interview  with  the  Reporter  by 
saying,  “I’ve  been  accused  by  my  friends  of  telling  it  like  it  is  and  by  my  en¬ 
emies  as  shooting  from  the  hip.”  The  plain-spoken  legal  scholar  will  assume 
the  SMU  post  Aug.  17. 


—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

New  SMU  head  lists  essentials  of  church  school 


Evangelist  claims  church 
‘neglects  healing  ministry’ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


‘Creation  science’  law  reversal  hailed  by  plaintiffs 

United  Methodists  in  lawsuit  welcome  Supreme  Court  ruling 


JULY  3,  1981 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  U  S.  Supreme  Court  de¬ 
cision  striking  down  a  Louisiana  law  requiring 
the  teaching  of  “creation  science"  alongside  evo¬ 
lution  was  welcomed  June  32  by  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  had  been  involved  from  the  beginning  in 
the  legal  action. 

‘Tm  pleased  they  threw  it  out;  I  hope  it’s 
dead,”  the  Rev.  Lonnie  M.  Sibley,  Baton  Rouge, 
said  June  22. 

“It  was  a  bad  law— they  weren’t  try  ing  to 
teach  science,  they  were  trying  to  teach  a  reli¬ 
gious  point  of  view.” 

Mr.  Sibley,  an  associate  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  was  one  of 
three  United  Methodists  among  the  plaintiffs 
who  challenged  the  law  in  1981. 

Teach  Genesis  in  churches 

"We  need  to  be  teaching  what  is  in  Genesis  in 
the  churches,  and  we  can  teach  it  our  own  way, 
and  so  can  every  other  church,  but  if  you  put  it 


in  the  schools  it  is  bad,"  he  asserted. 

The  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall  of  Baton  Rouge,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference,  another  plaintiff,  said  United  Meth¬ 
odists  “should  be  pleased"  with  the  decision. 

However,  he  cautioned,  the  ruling  gives 
churches  and  parents  added  responsibility. 

It  means,  he  said,  that  the  teaching  of  scrip¬ 
ture  and  faith  cannot  be  turned  over  to  the 
schools.  Churches  and  families  “must  assume 
that  responsibility  with  more  diligence  than  we 
have  in  the  past." 

Church  opposed  legislation 

The  church,  he  continued,  opposed  the  legisla¬ 
tion  "because  our  belief  in  creation  is  an  act  of 
faith,  it  is  not  some  thing  that  can  be  proved  by 
science.  We  do  not  look  on  the  Bible  as  a  book  of 
science— it  is  intended  to  give  us  the  meaning 


and  purpose  of  life.” 

The  third  United  Methodist  plaintiff  in  the 
Louisiana  case  was  the  late  Bishop  J.  Kenneth 
Shamblin.  The  bishop  said  when  the  suit  was 
filed  he  was  opposing  the  law  because  he  did  not 
believe  creationism  to  be  a  science. 

Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  (Kansas  Area),  who 
opposed  a  creation  science  law  when  he  was 
headed  the  church’s  Arkansas  Area,  was  report¬ 
ed  on  study  leave  June  22  and  unavailable  for 
comment. 

The  Arkansas  law  was  ruled  unconstitutional 
in  1982  by  a  federal  court  and  the  state  did  not 
appeal. 

Bishop  Hicks  said  then  the  court  decision  will 
“help  stifle  attempts  to  impose  an  authoritarian 
religious  system  on  school  curriculum.” 

A  wide  range  of  religious  and  secular  groups 
filed  or  joined  "friend  of  the  court”  briefs  in  op¬ 


position,  including  Americans  United  for  Sepa¬ 
ration  of  Church  and  State,  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  the  American  Jewish  Committee, 
the  General  Convention  of  Swedenborgian 
churches,  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
and  People  for  the  American  Way. 

Major  blow  to  fundamentalists 

The  7-2  Supreme  Court  decision  was  seen  as  a 
major  blow  to  fundamentalist  religious  groups 
trying  to  get  creation  science  laws  enacted. 

Since  1983  creationism  bills  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  in  at  least  six  states— Alabama,  Arizona, 
West  Virginia,  Tennessee,  Idaho  and  Oklahoma. 

Writing  for  the  high  court  majority,  Justice 
William  J.  Brennan  Jr.  said  that  “The  preemi¬ 
nent  purpose  of  the  Louisiana  Legislature  was 
clearly  to  advance  the  religious  viewpoint  that  a 
supernatural  being  created  humankind. ...”  The 


law’s  “primary  purpose  was  to  change  the  sci¬ 
ence  curriculum  of  public  schools  in  order  to 
provide  persuasive  advantage  to  a  particular  re-- 
ligious  doctrine. . . ." 

Justice  Brennan  said  the  statute  violated  the 
First  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  “because  it 
seeks  to  employ  the  symbolic  and  financial  sup¬ 
port  of  government  to  achieve  a  religious  pur¬ 
pose.” 

Dissenting  from  the  majority  were  Chief  Justice 
William  Rehnquist  and  Justice  Antonin  Scalia. 

Mr.  Scalia  wrote  in  the  dissent  that  “the  fact 
that  creation  science  coincides  with  the  beliefs 
of  certain  religions  . . .  does  not  itself  justify  in 
validation  of  the  act." 

Justice  Brennan,  who  earlier  this  year  de 
scribed  himself  in  a  radio  interview  as  a  “devout 
Roman  Catholic,”  has  been  criticized  in  some 
quarters  for  his  firm  stands  on  a  strict  separa 
tion  of  church  and  state.  In  the  radio  interview 
he  denied  being  hostile  to  religion  but  said  he  is 
obligated  to  enforce  the  Constitution. 


the  church  today 


WATS  line  installed  to  track 
United  Methodists  on  the  move 

NASHVILLE,  (UMNS)— The  process  of 
keeping  up  with  United  Methodists  on 
the  move  has  been  streamlined,  thanks 
to  a  new  toll-free  WATS  line  installed  in 
the  "Relocation  Center"  at  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  in  Nashville. 

The  pastor  or  any  designated  member 
of  a  local  United  Methodist  Church  may 
call  the  Relocation  Center  (1-800-624- 
4130)  to  report  information  about  church 
members  who  are  moving. 

The  information  will  go  into  a  comput¬ 
er  which  will  match  the  moving  mem¬ 
bers  with  the  closest  United  Methodist 
church  in  their  new  community. 

Within  24  hours,  the  identified  church 
receives  information  through  the  mail 
about  the  moving  United  Methodists  and 
the  moving  members  receive  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  nearest  church. 

Estimates  are  that  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  loses  200,000  members  each 
year  because  persons  moving  to  another 
state  either  drop  out  or  join  another  de¬ 
nomination. 

Puerto  Rican  pastor  joins 
Board  of  Discipleship  staff 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  Rev.  Vic¬ 
tor  Perez,  pastor  of  the  Bishop  Corson 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Ponce,  Puer¬ 
to  Rico,  joined  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship  staff  July  1  as  as¬ 
sociate  general  secretary. 

His  duties  will  include  general  admin¬ 
istration,  planning  and  program  develop¬ 
ment,  according  to  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones,  general  secretary  of  the  board.  He 
will  also  oversee  the  board’s  Ethnic 
Church  Resource  and  Training  Project, 
an  effort  to  train  local  church  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  laity  and  clergy  in  subjects  such 
as  church  growth,  lay  leadership  devel¬ 
opment,  worship  enrichment,  Christian 
education  and  stewardship. 

Christian  Reformed  Church  votes 
to  keep  ban  on  women  preachers 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  Mich.  (RNS)— Histo¬ 
ry  was  made  when  a  female  ministerial 
candidate  was  allowed  to  present  her 
case  on  the  floor  of  the  Christian  Re¬ 
formed  Church’s  all-male  General  Syn¬ 
od,  but  that’s  as  far  as  she  got. 

Laura  Smit,  a  recent  graduate  of  the 
church’s  Calvin  College  here,  spoke  dur¬ 
ing  a  discussion  of  women  in  ministry  at 
the  308,000-member,  Grand  Rapids- 
based  church’s  annual  meeting. 

She  wanted  the  synod  to  overturn  a 
ruling  by  the  college’s  board  of  trustees 
that  prevented  her  from  becoming  a  can¬ 
didate  for  ministry  in  the  Christian  Re¬ 
formed  Church  (CRC).  Although  the 
synod  listened  to  her  arguments  and 
gave  her  a  standing  ovation  at  the  end, 
she  was  turned  down.  The  church  rule 
banning  women  from  the  office  of 
preacher  was  left  intact. 

Scholars  preparing 
Wesleyan  study  Bible 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— A  study  Bible  for 
Christians  of  the  Wesleyan-Arminian  tra¬ 
dition,  believed  to  be  the  first  such  work 
in  two  centuries,  is  being  prepared  by  a 
team  of  35  scholars. 

It  will  feature  notes  on  the  text  of  the 
New  King  James  Version  and  will  be  re¬ 
leased  by  Thomas  Nelson  Publishers. 

Divergent  lines  of  interpretation 
among  the  denominations  in  the  Wesley¬ 


an  tradition  will  be  highlighted  in  the 
notes.  Scholars  from  Methodist  denomi¬ 
nations  and  holiness  offshoots  of  Method¬ 
ism,  such  as  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene, 
are  on  the  committee. 

‘Catch  the  Spirit’  hosts  to  appear 
on  Baptist  network  special 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— Emily  Simer 
and  Hilly  Hicks,  hosts  for  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  “Catch  the  Spirit”  weekly  TV 
show,  will  appear  next  month  on  a  spe¬ 
cial  program  of  ACTS,  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  TV  network. 

The  90-minute  program  will  feature 
highlights  of  the  second  annual  ACTS 
awards  ceremony  held  May  8.  Ms.  Simer 
and  Mr.  Hicks  will  be  seen  presenting  the 
award  for  the  best  “outside"  show— best 
network  program  produced  by  an  orga¬ 
nization  other  than  ACTS. 

ACTS  is  one  of  several  cable  stations 
and  affiliates  on  which  the  half-hour  UM 
weekly  program  can  be  seen.  The  net¬ 
work  begun  in  1984  by  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  is  reported  to  have  more 
than  200  network  affiliates  and  about  5 
million  viewers. 

Tennessee  conference  launches 
Phase  II  of  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’ 

NASHVILLE— The  Tennessee  Annual 
Conference,  which  originated  the  “Catch 
the  Spirit”  public  relations  campaign  lat¬ 
er  adopted  for  the  entire  denomination, 
has  started  “Phase  II”  of  its  own  cam¬ 
paign. 

The  Tennessee  conference  is  airing 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  spot  promotions  regu¬ 
larly  on  nine  radio  stations  and  five  tele¬ 
vision  stations  in  middle  Tennessee.  The 
campaign  will  continue  through  July  26. 

A  $1,000  grant  has  been  made  avail¬ 
able  to  each  district  to  help  fund  individ¬ 
ual  district  campaigns  in  conjunction 
with  the  conferencewide  campaign. 

Theological  center  grant 
emphasizes  world  religions 

ATLANTA— The  Henry  Luce  Founda¬ 
tion  has  awarded  an  $80,000  grant  to  the 
Interdenominational  Theological  Center 
to  be  used  for  an  emphasis  on  world  reli¬ 
gions. 

Center  President  James  H.  Costen  said 
the  grant  would  be  used  to  establish 
courses,  lectures  and  symposiums  as 
well  as  a  multimedia  library  on  world 
religions. 

United  Methodist-related  Gammon 
School  of  Theology  is  a  part  of  the  inter¬ 
denominational  center. 

Global  Ministries  treasurer 
cites  low  fund-raising  costs 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS) — United  Method¬ 
ists  disturbed  by  the  recent  scandal  beset¬ 
ting  television  evangelists  should  take 
pride  in  the  fiscal  responsibility  demon¬ 
strated  by  their  denomination’s  general 
agencies,  the  chief  financial  officer  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  said  recently. 

Treasurer  Stephen  F.  Brimigion  report¬ 
ed  the  mission  board’s  administrative 
costs  run  8  percent  to  9  percent  of  dis¬ 
bursements;  fund-raising  costs,  only  1  per¬ 
cent  to  1 1/2  percent  of  disbursements. 

This  compares  favorably,  he  noted, 
with  the  30  percent  to  40  percent  admin¬ 
istrative  and  fund-raising  costs  of  well- 
known  secular  service  agencies. 


Dallas  firm 
to  design 
UMR  center 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS— A  Dallas  architectural  firm 
has  been  selected  to  design  and  plan  the 
new  United  Methodist  Reporter  Commu¬ 
nications  Center. 

The  firm  of  Harper,  Kemp,  Clutts  and 
Parker,  Inc.,  was  chosen  over  three  other 
finalist  firms  by  a  task  force  from  the 
newspaper’s  Governing  Board. 

The  task  force  chairman,  the  Rev. 
Paul  Schrading  of  the  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Annual  Conference,  said  all  four 
firms  were  excellent. 

He  said  Harper,  Kemp,  Clutts  and 
Parker  was  chosen  “because  three  fac¬ 
tors  stood  out— their  design  concepts, 
their  excellent  performance  record,  and 
their  eagerness  to  assist  us  in  interpret¬ 
ing  the  project." 

Three  principals  in  the  selected  firm— 
Terrell  Harper,  James  Clutts  and  How¬ 
ard  Parker— have  been  honored  as  Fel¬ 
lows  by  the  American  Institute  of 
Architects.  Mr.  Clutts  is  president  of  the 
Texas  Society  of  Architects. 

Forty-eight  firms  submitted  formal 
proposals  for  the  project.  Principals  in 
all  four  finalist  firms  have  strong  United 
Methodist  ties,  Mr.  Schrading  noted. 

The  UMR  Communications  Center  will 
be  built  in  Dallas’  Lone  Star  Park  on  4.6 
acres  owned  by  the  Reporter  directly 
across  the  street  from  the  28,500-square- 
foot  building  the  newspaper  has  leased 
and  occupied  since  it  was  built  in  1978. 

The  new  facility  will  contain  an  esti¬ 
mated  50,000  square  feet  and  include 
provision  for  expansion. 

In  addition  to  housing  the  newspaper’s 
editorial  offices  and  production  functions, 
the  new  center  will  include  meeting  rooms 
for  seminars  and  workshops,  video  produc¬ 
tion  facilities,  expanded  space  for  multiple 
communications  services  offered  by  the 
Reporter,  physical  fitness  facilities  for  em¬ 
ployees  and  perhaps  a  child-care  center. 

AME  church 
celebrates  200 
years’  history 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

PHILADELPHIA— Head  bowed  and 
eyes  closed,  the  Rev.  Ronald  Williams 
prayed  silently  in  the  gallery  of  Philadel¬ 
phia’s  historic  St.  George’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

“I  was  thanking  the  Lord  for  the  moth¬ 
ers  and  fathers  who  worshiped  in  these 
seats,”  he  said  later.  “I  thanked  God  they 
had  courage  enough  to  go  downstairs." 

Mr.  Williams,  pastor  of  Ward  Chapel 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  was  among  300  AME 
bishops,  pastors  and  rank-and-file  church 
members  who  came  on  a  sweltering 
June  15  to  St.  George’s  to  remember  200 
years  of  their  church’s  history. 

It  was  in  November  1787  that  Richard 
Allen,  a  former  slave,  led  a  band  of 
blacks  out  of  St.  George’s,  culminating 
growing  tension  between  black  and  white 
members. 

In  the  fashion  of  the  day,  black  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  were  expected 
to  sit  in  the  rear  of  the  church  or  in  the 
gallery  after  its  addition. 

The  breaking  point  came  when  blacks 
were  asked  to  leave  the  communion  rail 
and  wait  until  white  members  had  com¬ 
muned. 

The  walkout  at  St.  George’s  led  to  the 
eventual  founding  in  1916  of  the  AME 
Church.  The  church  today  counts  about 
3.5  million  members  in  more  than  8,000 
congregations  in  the  United  States,  Afri¬ 
ca,  the  Caribbean,  Canada  and  England. 

After  the  brief  service  of  prayers  and 
remembrance,  worshipers  filed  out  into 
90-degree  noon  heat  and  walked  under  a 
high  sun  the  mile  past  Independence  Hall 
and  other  shrines  to  Mother  Bethel  AME 
Church,  built  in  1794. 

Another  brief  service  was  held  thank¬ 
ing  God  for  “successful  struggles  of  lib¬ 
eration,  for  the  Wesleyan  tradition  and 
for  a  200-year  pilgrimage.” 

The  events  focused  on  St.  George’s  and 
Mother  Bethel  were  part  of  a  week-long 
bicentennial  celebration  including  an  ec¬ 
umenical  ordination  service,  a  pilgrim 
age  to  Dover,  Del.,  where  Bishop  Allen 
purchased  his  freedom  for  $2,000,  and  a 
re-enactment  in  Baltimore  of  the  first 
AME  annual  conference  in  1818. 

An  estimated  4,000  persons  attended 
the  four-hour  ordination  and  eucharistic 
service  in  Philadelphia’s  Civic  Center. 


CLASS 

IFIED 

RATES  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel¬ 
ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs.  Ark'  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool.  $7  50  tickets.  lodging,  and  meals, 
all  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

15-DAY  METHODIST  TOUR.  England  and  Wales 
$1745.  all  inclusive  from  Houston.  Sept.  7-21.  1987. 
For  brochure  contact  Leonard  Negrin,  2101  Dis- 
muke,  Houston.  TX  77023.  (713)  928-3391/645-8944. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS-’  Worship  at  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  St  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856.  i 

NEW  FUND-RAISING  OPPORTUNITY  for  mis¬ 
sions.  UMW.  youth,  available  Fall  ‘87  Two  color 
cross  and  flame  hanging  air  fresheners  for  car/ 
truck/RV  Information:  Trevose  United  Methodist 
Church.  Box  F  151,  Feasterville,  PA  19047  Proven 
Fund  Raiser. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references  Box  808. 
Fulton.  TX  78358 

1.000-MEMBER  CHURCH  has  an  opening  for  the 
position  of  Director  of  Christian  Education  and 
Youth  Ministries,  or  Youth  Music  and  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries.  Please  send  inquiries  to  Search  Committee. 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  422  South  Magno¬ 
lia.  Palestine.  TX  75801. 

proved  stitcheries.  including  cross-stitch,  latch 
hook,  chicken  scratch,  needlepoint.  Brochure  $1. 
Nancy  Designs.  424-R  East  Sixth.  Blue  Earth.  MN 
56013 

STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS  CREATED  BY  your 
own  laity!  SGAA  accredited  instructor  will  travel 
to  coordinate,  instruct,  and  supervise  window  proj¬ 
ects  by  Lay  Groups.  Contact  Rebecca  Claar.  710 

W  9th.  Gillette.  WY  82716.  phone  (307)  686-1059 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 
Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability.  Gaytan  Calhoun.  Drawer 

1138,  Waynesville.NC  28786  (704)627-6067,627-9507 

FULL-TIME  PERSON  TO  DIRECT  the  total  min- 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  PRESCHOOL/Day 
Care  program  for  3,700-member  church  in  Bartles¬ 
ville,  Oklahoma  Desire  professional  education  and 
experience.  Salary  negotiable  Position  open  this  fall. 
Call  Senior  Associate  Minister  (918)  336-3361  or  336- 
8155 

istry  of  music  program  including  handbell  choirs, 
children,  youth  and  adult  choirs,  and  instrumental 
ensembles  for  the  dynamic  and  fast  growing  1,150 
member  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Grape¬ 
vine.  Texas  located  between  Dallas  and  Fort 
Worth  Clergy  or  lay.  salary  negotiable  Open  Au- 
gust  1  Contact  Larry  Van  Zile,  422  Church  Street, 
Grapevine.  TX  76051. 

DIRECTOR  MUSIC.  FULL-TIME  Bachelor  s  in 

adults  in  a  traditional,  downtown  church  with  high 
quality  music  Salary  negotiable.  Open  September 

1  Resume  Search  Committee,  High  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  219  South  High  Street,  Muncie. 

IN  47305 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  SINGLES  MINIS¬ 
TRIES  Maturity  and  experience  required  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  121  Wisconsin  Avenue. 
Waukesha.  Wisconsin  53186  Thomas  Raber, 
414/542-4256 

People  in  the  news 


13-year-old  UM  wins 
national  math  award 

The  heat  was  on  last  month  when 
13-year-old  Russell  Mann,  a  member 
of  Madison  Stret  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  took  his 
seat  behind  the  buzzer  at  the  4th  an¬ 
nual  Mathcounts— a  national  math 
contest  for  junior  high  students. 

Only  three  remained  from  215  con¬ 
testants  when  the  final  question  was 
asked  by  Vice  President  George  Bush 
in  the  fast-paced  elimination  contest: 

“If  it  takes  20  square  tiles,  each 
with  3-foot  sides,  to  cover  a  certain 
floor,  how  many  square  tiles,  each 
with  9-inch  sides,  will  it  take  to  cover 
the  same  floor?” 

The  other  two  finalists,  hitting  their 
buzzers  first,  answered  but,  fortu¬ 
nately  for  Russell,  incorrectly. 

Russell,  calculating  the  answer  in  his 
head,  then  answered  correctly.  His  re¬ 
sponse,  320,  netted  him  a  personal  com¬ 
puter,  gold  medal  and  a  week  at  the 
U.S.  Space  Camp  in  Huntsville,  Ala. 

The  contest  is  sponsored  coopera¬ 
tively  by  the  National  Society  of  Pro¬ 
fessional  Engineers,  the  National 
Council  of  Teachers  of  Mathematics, 
National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Ad¬ 
ministration,  the  CNA  Insurance 
Companies  and  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Education. 

“I’ve  practiced  for  the  past  two 


Russell  Mann 


years  and  just  worked  on  it  for  a  long 
time,"  Russell  said  in  explaining  his 
success. 

He  said  the  trick  to  competing  in 
math  contests  is  "being  pretty  good  at 
computation  . . .  listening  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  and  deciding  the  best  way  to  fig¬ 
ure  out  how  to  compute  it.” 

“Oh,  yeah,”  he  added,  “You  have  to 
know  pretty  many  formulas  and  be 
able  to  multiply  and  divide  large 
numbers  in  your  head.” 

Easy  for  him  to  say.  This  year  he 
scored  a  perfect  800  on  the  mathe¬ 
matics  portion  of  the  Scholastic  Apti¬ 
tude  Test,  a  national  college  entrance 
exam. 

This  past  school  year  he  completed 


a  correspondence  course  in  calculus 
from  United  Methodist-related  Duke 
University  in  Durham,  N.C.  Last  sum- 
rner  he  attended  a  special  school  for 
gifted  youngsters  at  Duke  where  he 
studied  advanced  algebra,  trigonom¬ 
etry  and  analytic  geometry. 

Despite  an  exceptional  math  abili¬ 
ty,  Russell,  like  many  teen-agers,  said 
he  loves  pizza,  soccer  and  "Ferris 
Bueller’s  Day  Off”— a  movie  about  a 
young  teen’s  escapades  while  playing 
hooky  from  high  school. 

Russell  and  his  family  are  active 
members  at  Madison  Street  UMC.  He 
is  active  in  the  UM  Youth  Fellowship. 
His  father,  James,  a  bank  president, 
sings  in  the  choir;  his  mother,  Dottie, 
a  homemaker,  teaches  third  grade 
Sunday  school.  His  brother,  Jimmy,  is 
president  of  Madison  Street  UMC’s 
UMYF,  and  his  sister,  Laura,  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Tennessee  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  UMYF. 

This  summer  Russell  is  going  to 
soccer  camp  in  Indiana,  aquatics 
camp  in  Kentucky,  space  camp  in  Al¬ 
abama  and  back  to  Duke  for  three 
weeks  to  study  physics. 

What’s  he  going  to  do  during  his 
spare  time?  “Probably  go  up  to  the 
Christian  Life  Center  (at  Madison 
Street  UMC)  and  shoot  some  basket¬ 
ball,”  he  said. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Congregation  seeks  to  leave  UMC 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

A, dispute  over  a  pastoral  appointment 
has  led  a  United  Methodist  congregation 
in  Cleveland  to  seek  to  buy  its  property 
and  secede  from  the  denomination. 

But  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  (East 
Ohio  Area)  said  the  St.  Paul  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  property  is  not  for  sale. 

Members  of  the  middle-class  black 
congregation  in  southeastern  Cleveland 
want  to  buy  their  church  building  and 
parsonage  from  the  East  Ohio  Annual 
Conference  and  either  join  another  de¬ 
nomination  or  become  “independent,” 
said  Onyealilachi  Friday  O.  Nwoku,  St. 
Paul’s  pastor  from  1983  to  mid-June. 

Church  members  are  reportedly  upset 
about: 

•The  removal  by  Bishop  Thomas  of 
Mr.  Nwoku  as  their  pastor  and  his  dis¬ 
continuation  a  week  later  as  a  probation¬ 
ary  member  of  the  conference. 

•  The  return  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Primes  as  pastor  of  the  church  he  served 
20  years  ago. 

•  The  way  they  feel  East  Ohio  Annual 
Conference  officials  ignored  the  congre¬ 
gation’s  views  in  deciding  on  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Nwoku  and  the  selection  of  Mr. 
Primes. 

Congregation  votes  to  split 

Worshipers  at  services  June  14  voted 
95-35  to  break  the  360-member  congre¬ 
gation’s  63-year  connection  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Bishop  Thomas  noted  that  United 
Methodist  law  does  not  provide  for  any 
congregation  to  withdraw  from  the  de¬ 
nomination.  Only  individual  members 
may  transfer  memberships. 

Originally,  Mr.  Nwoku  said,  members 
of  the  congregation  considered  joining 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
a  predominantly  black,  2.2-million-mem- 
ber  denomination.  But  they  decided 
against  that  June  24. 

“The  AME  was  talking  about  requir¬ 
ing  us  to  sign  the  property  over  to  them 
in  trust,”  Mr.  Nwoku  said.  “That’s  the 
same  thing  we  have  with  the  United 
Methodists.” 

Church  members  plan  to  keep  their 
congregation  independent  until  after  the 
property-sale  question  is  settled  with  the 
East  Ohio  conference,  Mr.  Nwoku  said. 
Then  they  would  consider  affiliating  with 
another  denomination. 

Pastor  won’t  leave 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Nwoku  said, 
since  the  congregation  considers  itself 
independent,  he  won’t  leave  the  pastor¬ 
ate  or  move  from  the  parsonage. 

Bishop  Thomas  and  Clarence  L. 
Chavers,  chairman  of  the  St.  Paul  admin¬ 
istrative  council,  each  said  his  “side”  is 
prepared  to  go  to  court  if  necessary  to  de¬ 
termine  control  of  the  church  property. 

United  Methodist  Church  law  stipu¬ 
lates  that  the  board  of  trustees  of  each 
congregation  holds  ownership  of  church 
property  in  trust  for  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  to  which  the  local  church  belongs. 

Mr.  Chavers,  an  attorney,  said  he  is 
aware  of  the  trust  clause  protecting  de¬ 


nominational  rights  to  UM  property. 

The  dispute  erupted,  Mr.  Chavers  said, 
because  of  the  way  East  Ohio  conference 
officials  had  treated  Mr.  Nwoku.  The  43- 
year-old  black  Nigerian,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1974,  was  a  deacon 
on  probationary  status  in  the  conference. 

Ordained  members  of  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  voted  last  month  to  "discontinue” 
Mr.  Nwoku  from  the  ordained  ministry. 
He  lost  his  credentials  as  a  UM  minister 
as  of  June  19,  Bishop  Thomas  said. 

Mr.  Chavers  said  St.  Paul’s  pastor-par¬ 
ish  relations  committee  had  recommend¬ 
ed  that  Mr.  Nwoku  be  ordained  an  elder 
and  reappointed  to  serve  their  church. 

Mr.  Primes,  who  is  black,  was  appointed 
to  serve  the  St.  Paul  congregation  as  inter¬ 
im  pastor,  effective  June  14.  He  had  served 
as  St.  Paul’s  pastor  from  1961  to  1969. 

The  St.  Paul  congregation  barred  Mr. 
Primes  from  its  pulpit  June  14  and  21, 
Mr.  Chavers  said. 

Mr.  Chavers,  who  said  he  had  belonged 
to  the  St.  Paul  congregation  for  40  years, 
said  church  members  would  not  accept 
Mr.  Primes  as  pastor  again  because 
some  consider  him  “an  alcoholic.” 

Mr.  Nwoku  blamed  last  month’s  action 
on  the  1985  dissolution  of  his  marriage  to 


a  white  woman  and  what  he  said  are 
longstanding  racist  attitudes  within  the 
conference. 

Divorce  no  factor 

The  Rev.  Saranne  O’Donnell,  chairwom¬ 
an  of  the  conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  said,  “The  divorce  was  in  no  way 
a  contributing  factor  to  his  dismissal.” 

She  said  that  under  provisions  of  the 
UM  Book  of  Discipline,  Mr.  Nwoku  had 
been  personally  counseled  for  three  years 
by  a  supervising  pastor  and  others  in  the 
conference  about  problems  with  his  minis¬ 
try. 

She  did  not  identify  those  problems  but 
said  the  goal  was  to  overcome  them  so  Mr. 
Nwoku  could  continue  his  ordained  service. 

Ms.  O’Donnell  said  a  letter  explicitly 
detailing  reasons  for  the  decision  to  dis¬ 
continue  Mr.  Nwoku  as  a  probationary ' 
member  was  hand-delivered  to  him  by; 
three  members  of  the  ministry  board. ; 
That  was  normal  procedure,  she  said,  to  ; 
allow  the  person  being  discontinued  to; 
ask  any  questions  about  the  decision.  ; 

Mr.  Nwoku  said  the  letter  did  not  con-; 
tain  specific  reasons  for  his  dismissal.  • 
He  added,  “I’m  not  going  anywhere  until 
I’ve  been  told  what  I’ve  done.” 


Walker  Railey  tells  media 
he  didn’t  strangle  his  wife 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DALLAS— The  Rev.  Walker  Railey, 
upon  his  release  from  a  psychiatric  hos¬ 
pital  in  Dallas  June  20,  told  news  report¬ 
ers  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
near-fatal  assault  on  his  wife  at  their 
home  April  21. 

In  his  first  public  comments  the  for¬ 
mer  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas  said,  “I  didn’t  do  any¬ 
thing  to  my  wife.  I  didn’t  plan  for  any¬ 
body  to  do  anything  to  my  wife,  and  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  who  did  anything 
to  my  wife.” 

Ms.  Railey  remains  comatose  at  a  Dal¬ 
las  hospital.  Plans  were  reported  to 
transfer  her  to  a  long-term  case  facility 
in  or  near  her  parents’  home  in  Tyler, 
Texas. 

Police  went  to  the  hospital  where  Dr. 
Railey  was  staying  May  1  to  question 
him  about  circumstances  surrounding 
the  attack  on  his  wife  and  found  that  he 
had  taken  an  overdose  of  sleeping  pills. 

Following  his  recovery  from  what  po¬ 
lice  called  a  suicide  attempt,  Dr.  Railey 
was  admitted  May  11  to  a  psychiatric 
hospital. 

Upon  the  advice  of  his  attorney,  he  has 
refused  to  be  questioned  by  police.  Dr. 
Railey,  39,  said  he  found  his  38-year-old 
wife,  Peggy,  lying  on  the  floor  of  their 
garage  April  21,  almost  choked  to  death. 

Earlier  he  said  he  and  his  family  were 
targets  of  threatening  letters  linked  to 
his  stance  against  racial  injustice.  Police 
investigators  said  the  letters  were  writ¬ 
ten  on  a  typewriter  at  First  Church. 

“I’ve  never  been  accused  of  being 
overly  smart,  but  I’m  not  totally  dumb,” 


Mr.  Railey  said  June  20.  “I  wouldn’t 
write  letters  to  myself  on  a  typewriter  in 
my  own  church  if  I  did  it.  I  still  believe 
there’s  somebody  out  there.  I  don’t  know 
the  motive  of  all  this.” 

He  said  he  received  several  death 
threats  after  being  admitted  to  the; 
pschiatric  hospital  and  that  the  FBI  had 
tapes  of  telephone  threats  made  to  his, 
home  while  he  was  hospitalized  and  a 
handwritten  death  threat  mailed  from 
out  of  state. 

He  said  the  letter  was  similar  in  tone 
to  the  others  he  received  before  the  at¬ 
tack  on  his  wife. 

The  FBI  decline  to  comment  and  the: 
Dallas  police  said  they  were  unaware  of 
any  recent  threats. 

The  pastor  parish  relations  committee 
of  the  5. 900-member  church  has  asked 
Bishop  John  W.  Russell  to  appoint  a  per¬ 
manent  replacement  for  Dr.  Railey  as 
soon  as  possible. 
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UM-backed  panel  wants  Korean  censure 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON-United  Methodist- 
backed  legislation  calling  for  economic 
sanctions  against  South  Korea’s  Chun  ad¬ 
ministration  until  it  establishes  a  peace¬ 
ful  transition  to  democracy  was 
described  by  Sen.  Edward  M.  Kennedy, 
D-Mass.,  at  a  Washington  press  confer¬ 
ence  June  18. 

Introduced  by  a  group  of  lawmakers, 
the  “Democracy  in  South  Korea  Act” 
mandates  a  U.S.  “  no"  vote  on  multilat¬ 
eral  development  bank  loans  to  Korea, 
eliminates  duty-free  and  preferential 
treatment  for  Korean  exports  to  the 
United  States  under  the  Generalized  Sys¬ 
tem  of  Preferences,  and  prohibits  the 
Overseas  Private  Investment  Corpora¬ 
tion  from  guaranteeing  any  U.S.  loans  or 


investments  in  Korea. 

The  bill  has  been  promoted  by  the 
United  Methodist-supported  North 
American  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  in 
Korea,  the  International  Center  for  De¬ 
velopment  Policy  and  the  Korean  Insti¬ 
tute  for  Human  Rights,  all  based  in 
Washington. 

Anti-government  demonstrations  have 
continued  intermittently  in  South  Korea 
since  President  Doo  Hwan  Chun  came  to 
power  after  a  1980  coup.  They  intensified 
two  months  ago  when  President  Chun 
stalled  talks  on  a  constitutional  revision 
going  on  between  ruling  and  opposition 
parties. 

Interviewed  on  ABC-TV’s  “Nightline" 
program  June  17,  the  Rev.  Edward  Poi- 
tras,  professor  of  Seoul  Methodist  Semi- 


When  is  it  OK  lo  turn  the  beggar  away? 


By  WENDY  CRISP 
Religious  News  Service 
Everyone  in  New  York  has  a  deal.  I 
had  a  3  o’clock  appointment  uptown 
with  my  accountant  to  discuss  a  limit¬ 
ed  partnership.  I  grabbed  a  Number  6 
local.  I  was  thinking  about  my  deal. 

Suddenly,  down  the  middle  of  the 
subway  car  came  a  young  woman  rat¬ 
tling  a  few  coins  in  a  paper  cup. 
"Help  me  feed  my  two  children,”  she 
said.  “I’m  out  of  a  job.” 

There  are  28,000  homeless  people 
on  the  streets  of  New  York  City  to¬ 
day.  Every  public  area  is  occupied  by 
beggars.  I  turn  them  away.  There  is 
simply  not  enough  money,  I  tell  my¬ 
self,  to  give  to  everyone,  everyday, 
each  way  between  the  home  and  the 
office.  I  tell  myself  this  everyday. 
There  is  the  danger  that  someday  I 
will  believe  it. 

But  this  day,  the  moment  seemed 
right.  After  all,  I  was  going  uptown  to 
structure  my  deal,  and  I  felt  the  weight 
of  some  change  in  my  pocket.  I 
dropped  a  quarter  in  the  young  wom¬ 
an’s  cup.  She  mumbled,  “Thank  you, 
bless  you,"  and  stumbled  on.  There 
were  no  other  takers  on  our  car,  so  she 
pushed  through  to  the  next  one. 

Hostile  stares  encountered 
Then  I  noticed  my  fellow  passen¬ 
gers,  three  of  whom  were  in  my  im¬ 
mediate  line  of  vision,  staring  at  me. 
The  stares  were  actively  hostile,  dar¬ 
ing  me  to  communicate.  You  aren’t 
supposed  to  make  eye  contact  with 
people  in  New  York.  Clearly,  some¬ 
thing  important  was  going  on  here. 

“Why  are  you  staring  at  me?"  I 
said,  addressing  the  question  to  a 
white-haired  woman  carrying  an  Alt¬ 
man's  shopping  bag. 

“You  gave  that  woman  money." 
Before  I  could  answer— indeed,  be¬ 
fore  I  knew  what  to  answer— a  mid¬ 
dle-aged  woman  in  a  print  silk  dress 
sitting  nearby  added,  “They  belong  in 
the  streets.  They  can  live  in  the 
streets  and  die  in  the  streets  as  far  as 
I’m  concerned.  If  you’re  going  to 
throw  money  around  — ” 

The  white-haired  woman  began 
nodding  and  filling  in  with  her  own 
comments.  "Probably  aren’t  two  chil¬ 
dren,  or  if  there  are,  she’s  not  taking 
care  of  them." 

“Is  a  quarter  that  important  to 
you?”  I  asked  the  print  silk  dress. 

“You  bet  it  is,”  she  snapped.  “I’ve 
worked  like  a  dog  all  of  my  life  for 
every  dime  I’ve  got  — " 

“You  see,  Miss,’’  a  young  mustached 


man  condescendingly  interrupted,  “she 
had  needle  tracks  on  her  arms." 

Was  she  worthy? 

Oh,  so  that’s  it,  I  thought,  she’s  not 
one  of  the  truly  needy.  Instead,  I  replied, 
annoyed  that  my  voice  was  quavering, 
"In  the  two  seconds  I  had  to  see  her  and 
make  the  decision  to  give,  I  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  determine  whether  or  not  she 
was  worthy  of  my  25  cents?” 

The  mustache  was  ready  for  me. 
“If  you  really  cared  about  helping 
her,”  he  piously  responded,  "you 
would  have  given  her  your  time.  You 
would  have  taken  her  out  for  a  cup  of 
coffee.” 

Now?  On  my  way  to  see  my  ac¬ 
countant?  Or  should  I  have  made  an 
appointment  with  her? 

The  silk  dress  continued.  “Now,  if 
she  was  willing  to  go  to  a  rehab  cen¬ 
ter,  I’d  have  taken  her  there  myself, 
but  I  wouldn't  have  given  her  any 
money,  you  can  be  sure  of  that.” 

When  the  conversational  rhythm 
signaled  her  turn,  the  white-haired 
woman  interjected,  “You  didn’t  help 
her  at  all,  you  know.  You  just  made 
things  worse.” 

Clearly,  in  this  through-the-looking- 
glass  world,  I  had  committed  an  egre¬ 
gious  error.  The  common  horror  of 
my  mistake  had  swiftly  pierced  ra¬ 
cial,  age  and  economic  barriers  to 
create,  from  the  stony-faced  group  of 
strangers,  a  unified  community.  Uni¬ 
fied  against  me. 

I  got  off  at  Grand  Central  Station. 
By  then,  I  was  no  longer  a  necessary 
part  of  the  scene:  the  riders  were  con¬ 
tinuing  their  litanies  without  me, 
scolding  and  muttering  in  perfect  ca¬ 
dence,  their  voices  rising  and  falling 
as  the  guilt  passed  from  me  to  the 
young  woman  and  back  again. 

I  struggled  for  some  answers.  Was 
the  panhandler  an  addict?  Does  it 
matter?  Were  her  “two  children  to 
feed”  a  scam?  Who  deserves  our  con¬ 
cern?  Does  my  compassion  too  often 
end  with  the  panhandler,  rather  than 
extend  to  my  fearful  fellow  subway 
riders?  Aren’t  we  supposed  to  give 
without  judging? 

A  ditty  began  to  run  through  my 
mind:  "I  dropped  a  quarter  in  a  cup 
and  brought  the  angry  world  up.” 

“So,"  my  accountant  remarked  as  I 
sat  down  on  a  gray  velvet  club  chair, 
"are  we  still  thinking  in  terms  of 
$13,000  units?” 

No,  Hal.  Actually,  I  was  just  think¬ 
ing  more  in  terms  of  25  cents. 


History  of  Hymns 

‘Dawn’s  early  light’ 
cause  for  celebration 


O  say,  can  you  see,  by  the  dawn's 
early  light, 

What  so  proudly  we  hailed  at  the 
twilight's  last  gleaming. 

Whose  broad  stripes  and  bright 
stars,  thro’  the  perilous  fight, 

O'er  the  ramperts  we  watched, 
were  so  gallantly  streaming? 

And  the  rocket's  red  glare,  the 
bombs  bursting  in  air 
Gave  proof  thro’  the  night  that  our 
flag  was  still  there. 

O  say,  does  that  star-spangled  ban¬ 
ner  yet  wave 

O'er  the  land  of  the  free  and  the 
home  of  the  brave? 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
The  United  States  declared  war  on  En¬ 
gland  June  18,  1812,  because  of  British 
naval  harrassment  against  American 
commerce. 

Two  years  later,  in  August  1814,  the 
British  sailed  up  Chesapeake  Bay,  sent 
ashore  a  small  group  who  moved  into 
Washington,  setting  fire  to  the  Capitol, 
the  White  House,  and  other  public  build¬ 
ings. 

On  the  way  back  to  their  ships,  the 
British  took  as  prisoner  a  Dr.  Beanes. 

Francis  Scott  Key,  because  of  his  po¬ 
litical  influence,  was  asked  to  negotiate 
with  the  British  for  the  release  of  this 
man.  The  British,  planning  to  attack  Bal¬ 
timore  immediately,  feared  that  Key 
might  alert  the  American  forces,  so  they 
kept  him  prisoner  for  several  days  as 


nary,  said  protests  in  Korea  have  entered / 
a  new  phase  because  of  increasing  sup¬ 
port  from  ordinary  citizens  frustrated 
with  political  repression,  torture  and 
corruption. 

“Patience  in  South  Korea  is  clearly 
wearing  thin,”  said  Sen.  Kennedy.  “Now 
is  the  time  for  transition  from  dictator¬ 
ship  to  democracy.” 

Increased  instability,  violence  and 
even  bloodshed  are  likely,  and  the  1988 
Olympics  will  be  in  jeopardy,  the  senator 
warned,  unless  the  Korean  government 
implements  reforms. 

“Tear  gas  is  not  conducive  to  Olympic 
competition,”  he  said. 

Senator  Kennedy  charged  the  U.S. 
State  Department  with  tilting  toward 
President  Chun’s  regime  instead  of 


forthrightly  calling  for  steps  toward  de¬ 
mocracy. 

"Washington  should  listen  to  Seoul 
people,’  not  ‘government,’ "  the  Rev. 
Myung  Gul  Son,  an  influential  Korean- 
American  United  Methodist  clergy  from 
New  York,  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service. 

There  has  been  some  speculation  that 
President  Chun  might  institute  martial 
law. 

"It  will  be  martial  law  or  a  serious  of¬ 
fer  to  the  opposition,”  said  the  Rev. 
Pharis  J.  Harvey,  Washington,  a  United 
Methodist  who  is  executive  director  of 
the  North  American  Coalition  for  Human 
Rights  in  Korea. 

“He  (Chun)  will  have  to  choose  one  of 
these.” 


World  evangelical  heads 
urged  to  ‘pass  the  torch’ 


By  JIM  NEWTON 
Religious  News  Service 

SINGAPORE— Expressing  concern 
because  so  many  key  evangelical  leaders 
are  retiring,  more  than  300  younger 
Christians  from  67  countries  have  chal¬ 
lenged  older  leaders  to  “pass  the  torch” 
of  leadership  to  a  new  generation. 

To  help  prepare  a  younger  generation 
of  leaders  to  accept  the  responsibility  for 
the  future,  the  Lausanne  Committee  for 
World  Evangelization  sponsored  "Singa¬ 
pore  ’87,”  a  19-day  conference  for  youn¬ 
ger  Christian  leaders. 

Brian  Stiller  of  Toronto,  the  45-year- 
old  chairman  of  the  steering  committee, 
said  the  key  question  is  whether  the  new 
generation  of  younger  leaders  will  be 
trained  and  qualified  to  accept  the  man¬ 
tle  of  leadership. 

Mr.  Stiller,  executive  director  of  the 
Evangelical  Fellowship  of  Canada,  la¬ 
mented  what  he  called  “the  long  shadow 
syndrome”  in  evangelical  Christianity. 
He  said  many  younger  Christians  have 
worked  in  the  shadow  of  senior  leaders 
for  so  long  that  they  have  failed  to  devel¬ 
op  their  own  styles. 

Younger  Christians  have  tended  to  be 
managers  of  the  dreams  and  visions  of 
senior  leaders  rather  than  carrying  out 
their  own  dreams,  he  said. 

During  the  final  news  conference,  Mr. 
Stiller  pointed  out  that  many  leaders  in 
world  evangelization  are  nearing  retire¬ 
ment  or  have  retired. 

For  instance,  the  Rev.  Billy  Graham, 


Hong  Kong ,  Taiwanese  Methodists 
put  4 blessing  of  giving’  to  practice 


they  moved  up  Chesapeake  Bay  toward 
Baltimore. 

Key  and  his  party  were  released  and, 
from  a  small  boat,  they  witnessed  the 
British  bombardment  of  Fort  McHenry 
on  Sept.  13.  The  firing  continued  until  af¬ 
ter  midnight,  and  it  was  not  until  Key 
saw  the  United  States  flag  flying  over 
Fort  McHenry  in  the  early  morning  mist 
that  he  knew  the  British  attack  had  been 
unsuccessful. 

Still  on  the  small  boat,  Key  began 
sketching  lines  of  the  poem  inspired  by 
the  incredible  experiences  he  had  wit¬ 
nessed. 

In  his  hotel  room  in  Baltimore  that 
evening  he  wrote  out  a  clean  copy,  now 
preserved  in  the  Walters  Art  Gallery, 
Baltimore. 

The  words  were  designed  by  Key  to  fit 
an  English  tune  of  unknown  origin  famil¬ 
iar  to  him  and  used  for  singing  various 
texts  of  a  patriotic  nature. 

Within  a  week  Key's  poem  had  ap¬ 
peared  in  two  Baltimore  newspapers  and 
caught  the  excitement  of  all  who  saw  it. 
Within  a  month  Joseph  Carr,  a  Baltimore 
music  dealer,  published  words  and  music 
in  sheet  music  form. 

The  popularity  of  the  song  increased 
and  it  was  acclaimed  our  national  an¬ 
them  by  public  acceptance  long  before 
the  Act  of  Congress  on  March  3,  1931, 
gave  it  official  recognition,  117  years  af¬ 
ter  it  was  written. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“ Guide  Me,  O  Thou  Great  Jehovah " 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Methodist  churches  in 
Hong  Kong  and  Taiwan  believe  it’s  as 
blessed  to  give  as  to  receive. 

That’s  why  they  are  making  a  concert¬ 
ed  effort  to  contribute  to  the  United 
Methodist  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Partner 
Churches  in  Crisis. 

The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Hong  Kong  voted  for 
each  church  to  receive  two  communion 
offerings  to  go  toward  the  appeal. 

The  church’s  president,  the  Rev.  Lin¬ 
coln  Leung,  persuaded  his  congregation 
to  give  four  communion  offerings. 

Thus  far  $3,000  has  been  received,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Ewing  W.  Carroll  Jr., 
executive  for  the  China  Program  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  He  estimates 
the  10,000-member  Hong  Kong  church 
will  collect  at  least  $10,000. 

The  Taiwan  Methodist  Church  with 

Pasty  bake 
puts  dough 
into  church 

By  EDWIN  E.  WUEHLE 

MANISTIQUE,  Mich. -Once  a  month 
for  over  30  years,  Clara  Mersnick  has 
gone  to  the  basement  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Manistique  to  bake  pas¬ 
ties. 

“My  mother  started  baking  them  in 
1946,"  she  says,  “to  help  buy  coal  for  the 
church  furnace,  and  I've  kept  on  doing  it 
ever  since.” 

Now  a  large  part  of  the  money  raised 
from  baking  pasties  goes  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missions  projects. 

The  pasty  (pronounced  PASS  tee)  is  a 
mixture  of  cubed  beef  and  pork,  carrots, 
potatoes,  rutabagas  (sometimes  turnips), 
onions  and  seasoning  baked  into  a  circu¬ 
lar  pastry.  When  folded  into  a  tart  shape 
and  fastened  at  the  edges,  it  is  about  the 
size  of  a  heavyweight  wrestler’s  fist. 

The  recipe  and  method  for  baking  pas¬ 
ties  varies  with  the  community.  Over  the 
years,  the  Manistique  church  group  has 
used  a  recipe  imported  to  Michigan’s  Up¬ 
per  Peninsula  by  Cornish  women  who 
baked  them  for  their  miner  husbands. 

“Our  first  ones  were  all  baked  on  wood 
stoves  in  the  individual  members’  kitch¬ 
ens,”  Mrs.  Mersnick  explains.  “Later  we 
bought  used  stoves  and  began  baking 
them  at  the  church. 

"At  first,”  she  said,  “we  used  to  do  ev¬ 
erything  by  hand— cut  the  beef  and  the 
pork  into  cubes,  cut  up  the  potatoes  (the 
English  ladies  say  ‘chip  the  potatoes’). 
But  now  we  have  streamlined  the  opera¬ 
tion.  We  use  a  French-fry  cutter  for  the 
potatoes  and  then  cube  the  strips  and 
coarse  grind  all  the  meat.” 

They  used  to  make  special  orders— 
some  with  onions,  some  without,  pasties 
with  beggies  (rutabagas)  for  the  English, 
Mrs.  Mersnick  said.  “But  now  we  only 
make  one  kind  because  we  bake  so 
many.” 


about  2,500  members  has  raised  several 
hundred  dollars  and  hopes  to  give  more 
than  $1,000.  Its  newly  elected  bishop,  40- 
year-old  Enoch  Kuey,  pledged  15  percent 
of  one  month’s  salary  for  the  appeal. 

"Both  these  churches  have  received  so 
much  from  overseas  that  they  continue 
to  show  appreciation  by  giving  them¬ 
selves,”  said  Mr.  Carroll. 

“They  have  a  strong  conviction  that  to 
be  in  mission  is  to  give,”  he  added. 

Last  year  the  Hong  Kong  church  gave 
$30,000  for  mission  beyond  its  own 
shores. 

Poem  of  the  Week 

Modern  Question 

A  modern  question 
Troubles  me  — 

More  dust  on  the  Bible 
Than  on  the  TV? 

—WILLIAM  WALTER  DE  BOLT 


*l> 


PAGE  5 


ALEXANDRIA  TOWN  TALK  PHOTO  BY  STEPHEN  REED 


who  convened  the  World  Congress  on 
Evangelism  in  Berlin  in  1966  and  the 
Lausanne  Congress  in  Switzerland  in 

1974,  will  be  69  this  year  and  is  slowing 
down,  Mr.  Stiller  said. 

Evangelical  leaders  who  have  retired 
include  the  Rev.  Carl  Henry,  former  edi¬ 
tor  of  “Christianity  Today”;  Anglican 
Bishop  Jack  Dain  of  Sydney,  Australia; 
the  Rev.  John  Stott,  rector  emeritus  of 
London’s  All  Souls  Church;  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Zimmerman  of  the  Assemblies 
of  God;  and  Ted  W.  Engstrom  of  World 
Vision. 

Mr.  Stiller  praised  the  leadership  qual¬ 
ities  of  Billy  Graham  and  the  Rev.  Leigh¬ 
ton  Ford,  Mr.  Graham’s  brother-in-law, 
and  noted  that  Mr.  Graham  was  willing 
to  pass  on  the  torch  of  leadership  in  the 
Lausanne  Committee  to  Mr.  Ford  in 

1975.  During  the  conference  in  Singa¬ 
pore,  Mr.  Ford  announced  his  plans  to 
step  aside  as  chairman  of  the  Lausanne 
Committee  following  its  1989  congress. 

Mr.  Stiller  said  research  done  in  Cana¬ 
da  indicates  that  today’s  young  people 
are  more  interested  in  having  friends 
and  developing  relationships  than  in  be¬ 
ing  leaders  with  a  cause  or  mission  in 
life. 

Throughout  the  10-day  conference  at 
the  National  University  of  Singapore, 
speakers  urged  the  300  leaders  under  age 
45  to  be  willing  to  take  risks  and  to  be  on 
the  cutting  edge  of  dealing  with  issues 
confronting  Christians  in  today’s  world. 


Church  sponsors  21st  annual  arts  festival 

ALEXANDRIA,  La.— The  sculpture,  “Young  Lady  with  Scarf,”  was  one 
of  68  entries  in  art  competition  in  the  recent  21st  annual  Tom  Peyton  Me¬ 
morial  Arts  Festival  sponsored  by  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Alex¬ 
andria.  From  left  are  Thilo  Steinschulte,  who  chaired  the  art  show  jury,  and 
Tom  and  Jan  Fowler,  chairpersons  of  this  year’s  festival.  The  sculpture  is 
by  Marilyn  Wellan  of  Colfax,  La.  The  festival  memorializes  a  former  asso¬ 
ciate  minister  at  the  church  known  for  his  ability  to  relate  religion  and  arts. 

Book  Review 

Book  relates  saga  of  King 
family’s  dedication,  faith 

ability  to  help  his  people  have  some  sem¬ 
blance  of  rights  in  segregated  Atlanta. 

But  the  major  focus  of  the  book  is,  of 
course,  on  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  and 
his  service  that  brought  freedom  to  a 
people  who  had  too  long  suffered  an  un¬ 
reasoned  prejudice. 

The  intimate  things  of  his  life  are  giv¬ 
en:  His  scholastic  achievements,  his  con¬ 
cern  about  entering  the  Christian 
ministry,  his  seminary  education,  his 
doctoral  work  at  Boston  University,  his 
courtship  and  marriage  to  Coretta  Scott, 
his  following  the  non-violent  teachings  of 
Gandhi  and  Thoreau. 

And  the  momentous,  involved  times 
that  eventually  ended  his  life  are  also  re¬ 
lated  in  detail:  the  Montgomery  bus 
strike,  his  belief  in  the  Kennedys,  the  tri¬ 
umphant  victory  march  from  Selma  to 
Montgomery,  President  Johnson  signing 
the  Voting  Rights  Act  on  Aug.  6,  1965,  his 
famous  speech,  including  “I’ve  Been  on 
the  Mountaintop;”  and  his  assassination 
by  James  Earl  Ray  on  April  4, 1968. 

“Not  Only  Dreamers,”  will  take  a  wel¬ 
come  place  among  the  many  books  writ¬ 
ten  about  this  great  family.  Most 
readable,  it  is  simple  and  straightfor¬ 
ward  in  relating  a  saga  of  dedicated  per¬ 
sons  who  with  the  help  of  God  let  the 
world  know: 


“Not  Only  Dreamers:  The  Story  of  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King,  Sr.  and  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.”  by  David  R.  Collins,  Brethren 
Press,  1986.  256  pages. 

By  JEFFREY  CASKEY 

The  Martin  Luther  Kings  of  this  book 
are  ideal  representatives  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  dream. 

Martin  Luther  King  Sr.  was  born  on  a 
farm  near  Stockton,  Ga.,  and  grew  up 
there  knowing  debts,  poverty,  and  “drab¬ 
ness  of  spirit,”  along  with  what  it  meant 
to  be  a  "nigger”  in  the  early  20th  Centu¬ 
ry  of  the  American  South. 

In  the  midst  of  this  his  parents  were 
able  to  give  him  something  to  cling  to:  a 
strong  faith  in  God. 

His  mother,  Delia  Lindsay,  always 
kept  before  her  family  her  firm  convic¬ 
tion,  "God  will  provide,”  and  “. . .  no 
matter  where  you  are  or  what  you’ve 
done,  the  Lord  stands  ready  to  take  your 
hand.  He’s  here  with  us,  love.  Turn  to 
him.”  (p.  5) 

But  “Papa  King,”  Martin  Luther  King 
Sr.’s  father,  felt  defeated.  He  came  to 
feel  that  his  people  were  treated  like 
dumb  anirhals,  like  dirt  under  the  feet  of 
the  men  for  whom  he  labored.  In  his 
struggle  he  tended  to  be  hard  on  those 
closest  and  dearest  to  him  and  at  times 
drank  heavily. 

“Not  Only  Dreamers,"  as  its  sub-title 
suggests,  focuses  on  the  two  Kings  who 
have  rightly  made  places  for  themselves 
in  twentieth  century  history,  Martin  Lu¬ 
ther  King  Sr.  and  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
Both  had  indefatigable  spirits,  both 
faced  humiliation,  and  both  were  strong 
with  a  firm  faith  in  God. 

"Not  Only  Dreamers,"  gives  a  lively  and 
often  emotional  account  of  combating 
racial  prejudice;  of  Martin  Luther  King 
Sr.  falling  in  love  with  and  marrying  Al¬ 
berta  Williams,  the  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Adam  Daniel  Williams,  pastor  of  the  Eb- 
enezer  Baptist  Church  of  Atlanta;  his 


With  this  faith,  we  will  be  able  to 
achieve  this  new  day,  when  all  of 
God’s  children— Black  men  and 
White  men,  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
Protestants  and  Catholics— will  be 
able  to  join  hands  and  sing  with  the 
Negroes  in  the  spiritual  of  old, 
Free  at  Last!  Free  at  last!  Thank 
God  Almighty,  we  are  free  at  last.’ 
(p.296). 

Mr.  Caskey  is  a  frequent  reviewer  for 
the  Reporter  and  retired  from  the  En¬ 
glish  faculty  at  Western  Kentucky  Uni¬ 
versity. 
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MANISTIQUE,  Mich. — Once  a  month  an  assembly  line  like  this  one — mostly  women — turns  out  about  800  pas¬ 
ties  in  the  basement  of  the  United  Methodist  church  to  raise  money  for  missions.  Women  of  the  church  started  the 
project  over  40  years  ago  to  help  buy  coal  for  the  church  furnace. 


A  single  baking  requires  peeling  320 
pounds  of  potatoes. 

What  began  some  40  years  ago  as  an 
all-female  effort  has  gained  an  assist 
from  the  males.  Retired  men  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  help  with  vegetable  peeling 
and  some  of  the  heavy  work. 

Each  pasty  sells  for  $1.50,  and  the 
price  hasn’t  changed  in  years. 


The  pasty  historically  was  the  easily- 
transported  lunch  for  the  miners  of 
Cornwall.  It  provided  a  complete  meal 
and,  in  the  old  days,  was  heated  on  the 
miner’s  candles. 

Judging  from  the  number  sold  by  the 
church  group— about  800  at  each  bak¬ 
ing— it  is  still  popular.  Most  are  sold  to 
repeat  customers 


Because  Manistique  is  a  summer  va¬ 
cation  area,  campers  and  tourists  who 
stay  in  cottages  and  resorts  look  forward 
to  their  fresh-baked  pasty  lunches  every 
year  Some  even  take  a  batch  home  for 
their  freezers. 

Mr.  Wuehle  is  a  free-lance  writer  from 
Manistique.  Mich. 
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Methodist  Youth  Stay  Active  in  Conference  Ministries 


Pictured  above  are  members  of  the  District  Councils  on  Youth  Ministry  at  their 
recent  training  seminar  held  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  The  youth  are  par¬ 
ticipating  in  a  recreational  exercise  about  counting  on  friends. 


Shown  above  is  the  closing  Worship  and  Commitment  Service  for  the  DCYM,  held 
in  the  amphitheatre  at  Centenary  College.  The  members  are  pictured  taking  com¬ 
munion. 


The  Youth  attending  the  DCYM  training  seminar  at  Centenary  College,  pictured 
above  during  a  recreational  period,  had  so  much  fun  it  was  hard  to  leave  each  other. 


Districts  Select  1 987-88  CCYM Representatives 


District  Youth  Coordinators  Chosen  for  1987-88 


The  District  DCYM's  have  selected 
their  new  representatives  on  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  for  the 
1987-88  year.  Each  district  elects  two 
youth  representatives  and  one  alternate. 
The  District  Youth  Coordinators  are  also 
members  of  the  CCYM.  The  youth  serv¬ 
ing  on  the  CCYM  are: 

Alexandria: 

Leigh  Anne  Croom  —  1st  UMC, 
Alexandria 

Erica  Cooper  —  1st  UMC.  Alexandria 
(alt.)  Shawn  Zochert  —  1st  UMC, 
Pineville 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond: 

Todd  Soileau  —  Live  Oak  UMC, 
Watson 

Heather  Dove  —  Jefferson  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge 

Nora  Henderson*  —  Jordan  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge 

(alt.)  Jennifer  Thrasher  — 
Blackwater  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
Baton  Rouge/Lafayette: 

Eric  Singleton  —  Camphor  Memorial 


UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Stephanie  Naquin  —  Church  of  the 
Covenant,  Lafayette 

Kelvin  Patterson*  *  —  Camphor 
Memorial  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
(alt.)  Sanceria  O’Rourke  —  Wesley 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Lake  Charles: 

Chrissy  Boston  —  1st  UMC,  Lake 
Charles 

Jamie  Musick  —  1st  UMC,  Crowley 
Lisa  Hazel*  —  Warren  UMC,  Lake 
Charles 

(alt.)  Steve  Pekar  —  St.  Luke-Simpson 
UMC,  Lake  Charles 

Monroe: 

Kammie  Seffens  —  McGuire  UMC, 
West  Monroe 

Cathy  Huey  —  1st  UMC,  Monroe 
Hope  Brown*  —  Washington  Chapel, 
Bastrop 

(alt.)  Jimmy  Hale  —  1st  UMC, 
Monroe 


New  Orleans/Houma: 

Jeff  Wilhite  —  Rayne  Memorial 

UMC,  New  Orleans 

Kenneth  Giles  —  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  New 

Orleans 

Mark  Wilhite**  —  Rayne  Memorial 

UMC,  New  Orleans 

(alt.)  Angela  Gafford  —  Gretna  UMC, 

Gretna 

Ruston: 

Eric  Watson  —  Arcadia  UMC, 
Arcadia 

Shreveport: 

Hamp  Hardee  —  Pleasant  Hill  UMC, 
Pleasant  Hill 

Brian  Smith  —  1st  UMC,  Bossier  City 
Alton  Nash*  —  St.  James  UMC, 
Shreveport 

*  indicates  Conference  At-Large 
Members 

*  *  indicates  Jurisdictional  Youth 
Team  Members 


Pictured  are  the  newly  elected  representatives  on  the  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries,  who  were  elected  during  the 
seminar  held  June  4-8  at  Centenary  College. 


Council  on  Youth  Ministries  Elect  Officers 


On  June  5.  the  members  of  the  Confer-  their  officers  for  the  1987-88  year.  Mark 

ence  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  elected  Wilhite  from  the  New  Orleans/Houma 


Pictured  above  are  the  1987-88  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  officers. 
They  are,  top  row,  I  to  r,  Vice-President  Hamp  Hardee  and  Co-Chairperson  of  the 
Youth  Service  Fund,  Jeff  Wilhite.  Bottom  row:  Secretary  Stephanie  Naquin,  Presi¬ 
dent  Mark  Wilhite  and  Co-Cbairperson  of  YSF,  Cathy  Huey.  Not  pictured  is  Repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  Jurisdictional  Youth  Team,  Kelvin  Patterson. 


District  was  elected  President  for  the 
next  year.  Mark  is  a  member  of  Rayne 
Memorial  UMC  and  has  served  on  the 
CCYM  for  the  past  two  years.  He  is  also 
one  of  the  two  representatives  from  Lou¬ 
isiana  on  the  Jurisdictional  Youth  Team, 
having  one  year  remaining  on  a  two-year 
term. 

Hamp  Hardee,  Shreveport  District, 
was  elected  Vice-President.  Hamp  has 
been  on  the  CCYM  for  one  year  and  is  a 
member  of  Pleasant  Hill  UMC.  The  Sec¬ 
retary  is  Stephanie  Naquin,  Baton  Rou¬ 
ge/Lafayette  District.  Stephanie  served 
last  year  as  an  alternate  from  her  dis¬ 
trict  and  is  from  Church  of  the  Covenant 
UMC  in  Lafayette. 

Two  youth  were  selected  as  co-chair¬ 
persons  for  the  Youth  Service  Fund. 
Cathy  Huey,  Monroe  District,  is  begin¬ 
ning  her  second  year  on  the  CCYM.  Last 
year  she  also  served  as  YSF  Chairperson 
for  her  district.  Cathy  is  a  member  of 
First  UMC  in  Monroe.  Jeff  Wilhite  was  a 
CCYM  alternate  last  year  from  New  Or¬ 
leans/Houma.  He  is  a  member  of  Rayne 
Memorial  UMC. 

Kelvin  Patterson,  Baton  Rouge/La¬ 
fayette,  is  also  a  member  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  for  the  CCYM.  Kelvin,  a 
member  of  Camphor  Memorial  UMC,  is 
one  of  the  representatives  on  the  Juris¬ 
dictional  Youth  Team. 

Two  district  youth  coordinators  were 
selected  to  serve  on  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee.  They  are  Rev.  Bill  Willis,  Sicily 
Island  UMC  in  the  Monroe  District  and 
Dolores  Giles,  Mt.  Zion  UMC  in  the  New 
Orleans/Houma  District.  The  executive 
committee  has  responsibilities  for  the 
operations  of  the  CCYM  between  meet¬ 
ings. 


The  District  Youth  Coordinators  for 
the  nine  districts  in  the  Conference  have 
been  selected  for  the  1987-88  year.  These 
persons  are  responsible  for  the  youth 
events  within  their  district  and  they  re¬ 
late  to  the  Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries. 

As  the  adult  leader  for  the  District 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries,  the  coordi¬ 
nator  serves  as  a  resource  person  in  the 
district  and  as  a  liaison  with  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  local  churches.  Each  district 
determines  its  own  structure  for  DCYM 
and  programs,  with  the  guidance  of  the 


Youth  Coordinator.  If  your  church  is, not 
involved  in  the  youth  programs  in  your 
district,  contact  your  District  Youth  Co¬ 
ordinator  for  information  about  becom¬ 
ing  involved. 

Selected  were: 

Alexandria  —  Ms.  Jan  Witt,  1st  UMC, 
Alexandria  (318)  443-5696 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond  —  Mr.  Pleas¬ 
ant  Sibley,  Walker  UMC,  Walker  (504) 
665-8006 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  —  Mrs.  Leona 
McCastle,  Camphor  Memorial  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  (504)  356-9048 


Lake  Charles  —  Rev.  Eddie  Morgan, 
1st  UMC,  Welsh,  (318)  734-2083 
Monroe  —  Rev.  Bill  Willis,  Sicily  Is¬ 
land  UMC,  Sicily  Island,  (318)389-5642 
New  Orleans/ Houma  —  Ms.  Dolores 
Giles,  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans,  (504) 
833-4882 

New  Orleans/Slidell  —  Rev.  Thomas 
Dolph,  1st  UMC,  Slidell,  (504)  643-6437 
Ruston  —  Rev.  Jeff  Duke,  Choudrant- 
Douglas  UMC,  (318)  768-2524 
Shreveport  —  Mr.  Charles  Gaby,  Noel 
Memorial  UMC,  Shreveport  (318)  221- 
5207 


Coming  Events 

Paul  Guffey  to  Lead  Fall  Convocation  in  October 


Paul  Guffey  will  again  be  our  music 
leader  for  the  youth  Fall  Convocation, 
October  3,  1987.  Paul  has  been  sharing 
his  special  style  of  music  for  over  21 
years.  He  is  a  native  of  Baton  Rouge,  but 


now  makes  his  home  in  Nashville.  Many 
of  the  youth  in  the  Conference  are  famil¬ 
iar  with  Paul  from  past  Convocations 
and  Retreats. 

Paul  is  a  guitarist,  pianist  and  vocalist 


Pictured  is  Paul  Guffey,  who  will  be  the  music  leader  for  the  Youth  Fall  Convoca¬ 
tion,  to  be  held  this  October  in  Natchitoches. 


who  shares  his  Christian  faith  through 
his  music.  His  songs  communicate  the 
thoughts,  feelings  and  dreams  which 
each  person  experiences. 

The  Fall  Convocation  will  be  held  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Natchi¬ 
toches  this  year.  It  will  begin  with  regis¬ 
tration  at  10  a.m.  and  conclude  at  4  p.m. 
The  Convocation  is  open  to  all  youth  and 
youth  workers  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  We  anticipate  more  than  300  per¬ 
sons  present.  The  cost  is  $7.50  per 
person,  which  includes  lunch  and  all  ac¬ 
tivities.  A  registration  form  will  be  sent 
in  the  “Coordinated  Mailing”  or  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Conference  Office. 
The  registration  deadline  will  be  Sep¬ 
tember  28. 

Besides  the  music  of  Paul  Guffey,  the 
Convocation  will  feature  the  Centenary 
College  Resource  Team,  who  will  be 
leading  our  morning  activities.  There 
will  be  a  chance  for  fellowship  and  wor¬ 
ship,  as  the  youth  share  together. 

We  will  also  have  a  special  event  for 
the  Youth  Service  Fund  at  the  Convoca¬ 
tion.  All  participating  churches  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  bring  an  item  to  be  placed  in  an 
auction  and  to  bring  money  to  purchase 
auctioned  items.  All  proceeds  will  be 
used  for  YSF.  The  items  could  be  old 
“treasures,”  or  something  made  by  your 
group.  Any  item  is  welcomed  that  might 
be  of  value  to  someone  else. 


Junior  High  Retreat  Dates  are  Set  for  November 


There  will  be  two  Junior  High  Re¬ 
treats  held  this  fall  in  the  Conference. 
They  will  be  identical  retreats  on  the 
theme  “Taking  Charge  of  My  Life.”  The 
first  will  be  November  7-8  at  Camp  Is- 
trouma,  near  Baton  Rouge,  and  the  sec¬ 
ond  will  be  November  14-15  at  Caney 
Conference  Centre,  near  Minden.  All  Ju¬ 


nior  Highs,  grades  7-9,  in  the  Conference 
are  invited  to  attend  the  retreat  closest 
to  them. 

The  retreats  will  begin  at  10  a.m.  and 
conclude  at  1:30  p.m.  The  cost  will  be 
$22,  which  includes  four  meals,  lodging 
and  program  resources.  The  weekend 
will  help  Junior  High  age  youth  look  at 


the  issues  of  "self-esteem”  and  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  “substance  abuse.”  The  leader¬ 
ship  will  be  from  persons  experienced  in 
these  areas  within  the  Conference.  The 
registration  form  will  be  mailed  to  ail 
churches  in  the  August  “Coordinated 
Mailing,”  or  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Conference  Office  after  that  date. 


’88  to  be  Largest  Gathering  of  Methodist  Youth 


YOUTH  ’88  will  be  held  in  Macomb,  Il¬ 
linois  August  8-12,  1988.  It  will  be  the 
largest  gathering  of  youth  in  United 
Methodist  history,  with  5,000  youth  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  in  attendance  at  Western  Il¬ 
linois  University.  The  event  is  designed 
for  youth  and  adult  workers  with  youth 
from  throughout  the  country. 

The  purpose  of  YOUTH  ’88  is  “to  pro¬ 
vide  an  opportunity  for  participants  to 
claim,  share  and  celebrate  God's  love 
and  grace  as  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ,  to 
strengthen  commitment  to  God  and  one 
another  and  to  continue  Christ’s  ministry 
in  the  world.”  All  youth  15-18  years  old, 
or  having  completed  the  ninth  grade 


through  12th  grade,  are  invited. 

The  cost  will  be  $225  which  will  in¬ 
clude  registration,  housing  and  meals. 
Begin  to  make  your  plans  now  for  your 
youth  group  to  attend.  Plan  fund-raising 
projects  in  your  church  to  cover  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  cost  for  your  youth  to  attend. 
We  are  making  plans  in  the  Conference 
to  coordinate  transportation.  We  hope  to 
have  three  buses  from  Louisiana  travel¬ 
ing  to  Macomb.  Watch  for  further  details 
in  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  and  in 
the  coordinated  mailing,  or  write  the 
Conference  Youth  Coordinator  express¬ 
ing  your  interest. 
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On  CJhe  Way  . . . 


IT’S  GOOD  TO 
BE  BACK  HOME  AGAIN 

Those  words  from  a  favorite  song  sum  up  our  feelings  at  being  assigned 
to  the  Louisiana  Conference  for  the  next  year.  We  greet  each  of  you  in  the 
name  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  We  look  forward  to  working  with 
you  in  the  days  ahead. 

We  continue  to  grieve  with  you  over  the  tragic  loss  of  Walter  Underwood. 
He  was  such  a  creative,  dynamic  and  superb  leader.  We  rejoice  over  the 
progress  made  through  his  leadership  and  will  try  to  bring  to  fruition  his  vi¬ 
sion  and  innovative  programs  for  this  great  Conference. 

Strangely  enough  we  see  him  best  when  we  mourn  him  least.  My  last  time 
with  him  continues  to  give  me  joy  and  inspiration.  For  two  days  we  sat  side 
by  side  at  the  Council  of  Bishops  Spring  Meeting  in  Arlington,  Virginia. 

It  would  be  more  correct  to  say  that  I  sat  there  and  Walter  bounced  in  and 
out  by  my  side.  As  usual,  he  had  several  projects  going  and  was  constantly 
checking  on  them.  In  addition,  we  were  sharing  stories,  making  critical  re¬ 
marks  of  other  bishops,  and  sharing  a  constant  stream  of  ideas  and  concerns 
about  a  wide  variety  of  topics.  Altogether,  it  was  a  wonderful,  exhilarating 
time  that  I  will  always  treasure. 

At  the  closing  Communion  Service,  Nancy  and  I  noticed  that  Walter  and 
Billye  came  down  the  aisle  holding  hands.  We  decided  that  was  a  good  idea 
and  we  did  the  same  thing.  That  made  it  a  very  special  time  for  us.  Thanks 
be  to  God  for  the  life  and  commitment  of  Walter  Underwood. 


Dr.  Tracy  Arnold 
2727  Jackson  St. 
Alexandria,  LA.  71301 


Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton 
101  Live  Oak 
Lafayette,  LA.  70503 


Rev.  Joe  McClain 
930  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802 


Dr.  Alfred  Norris 
653  Beckwith  St.  S.W. 
Atlanta,  GA.  30314 


Rev.  James  M.  Poole 
411  Second  St. 
Natchitoches,  LA.  71457 


Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland 
3350  Dalrymple  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802 
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Conference  Delegates  are  Elected 


One  of  the  important  tasks  accom¬ 
plished  this  year  at  Annual  Conference 
was  the  election  of  six  ministerial  and 
six  lay  delegates  to  General  Conference. 

The  first  clergy  delegate  chosen  is  Dr. 
Tracy  Arnold  of  Alexandria.  Dr.  Arnold, 
who  will  be  the  chairperson  of  the  group, 
is  the  pastor  of  First  Church  Alexandria. 
He  will  be  starting  his  eighth  year  there. 
Dr.  Arnold  has  served  as  the  chairperson 
of  the  Conference  Board  on  Pensions  and 
was  a  ministerial  delegate  to  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

The  next  clergy  delegate  is  Dr.  Alfred 
Norris,  President  of  Gammon  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Dr. 
Norris  is  a  former  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans 
and  presently  sits  as  chairperson  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 
Both  Dr.  Arnold  and  Dr.  Norris  are 
members  of  the  Centenary  College 
Board  of  Trustees.  Dr.  Norris  was  also  a 
1984  ministerial  delegate  to  General 
Conference. 

The  third  clergy  delegate  elected  is 
Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland.  Dr.  Woodland  is 
the  senior  minister  at  University  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge,  where  he  is  beginning  his 
eighth  year.  He  is  presently  serving  as 
chairperson  of  the  Legislative  Liaison 
Committee  of  the  Council  on  Ministries. 
Dr.  Woodland  was  also  a  1984  clergy  del¬ 
egate  to  General  Conference. 

Another  clergy  delegate  chosen  is  Dr. 
L.  Ray  Branton,  senior  minister  at  As- 


bury  UMC  in  Lafayette.  Dr.  Branton,  be¬ 
ginning  his  ninth  year  at  Asbury,  is 
chairperson  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Rev.  Joe  McClain  is  the  fifth  elected 
ministerial  delegate.  Rev.  McClain  is  the 
pastor  at  First  Church  Baton  Rouge  and 
presently  serves  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

The  final  clergy  delegate  chosen  was 
Rev.  James  M.  Poole.  Rev.  Poole  is  be¬ 
ginning  his  fourth  year  as  the  pastor  at 
First  UMC  in  Natchitoches.  Rev.  Poole 
presently  serves  on  the  Conference 
Board  of  Trustees  and  is  Conference  Co¬ 
ordinator  for  Volunteers  in  Mission. 

Chosen  as  a  lay  delegate  is  Mr.  Hubert 
M.  Blanchard,  a  member  of  Wesley  UMC 
in  Sulphur.  Mr.  Blanchard  is  a  Confer¬ 
ence  lay  leader  and  has  served  on  the 
District  Council  on  Ministries.  He  has 
been  a  past  General  Delegate  and  Juris¬ 
dictional  Delegate  and  is  a  certified  lay 
speaker.  Mr.  Blanchard  participates  in 
many  different  mission  projects  in  Mexi¬ 
co. 

The  second  lay  delegate  is  Mr.  Pat 
Bolling,  who  at  the  age  of  19  is  the  youn¬ 
gest  delegate  elected  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  from  Louisiana.  Mr.  Bolling  is  a 
member  of  First  UMC  in  Homer.  He  is 
the  past  president  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries,  a  represen¬ 
tative  on  CBOD,  Board  of  Laity  and  dele¬ 
gate  to  both  the  Conference  and  District 


Councils  on  Ministries.  Bolling  has  also 
served  as  a  delegate  to  Jurisdictional 
Convocation,  National  Youth  Ministries 
Legislative  Convocation  and  as  a  Louisi¬ 
ana  delegate  to  the  International  Youth 
Conference  held  in  Australia. 

Another  lay  delegate  elected  is  Dr. 
Nancy  Carruth,  a  member  of  David  Haas 
Memorial  UMC  in  Bunkie.  Dr.  Carruth 
has  served  on  her  local  administrative 
board,  as  chairperson  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  the  Pastor-Parish  Relations 
Committee,  UMW  treasurer,  chairperson 
of  the  Parsonage  Committee,  is  church 
historian  and  sings  in  her  church  choir. 
She  also  holds  positions  as  trustee  of 
Centenary  College,  trustee  of  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  Board  of  Director  of 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston, 
editor  of  UMW  newsletter  and  several 
other  positions.  Dr.  Carruth  was  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  1984  General  Conference  and 
a  delegate  to  the  15th  World  Methodist 
Conference  in  Nairobi,  Kenya  in  1986. 

A  fourth  lay  delegate  is  Ms.  Sara 
Fugler.  Ms.  Fugler,  a  member  of 
Greensburg  UMC,  has  participated  cn 
the  Conference  School  of  Mission  Com¬ 
mittee,  was  a  delegate  to  the  1984  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference,  a  member  of  the 
Conference  Legislative  Liaison,  UMW  of¬ 
ficer  and  served  on  a  number  of  other 
UMW  committees.  She  was  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Laity,  chairperson  of  the 
Pastor  Parish  Relations  Committee,  lo¬ 
cal  UMW  president,  chairperson  local 


Council  on  Ministries,  a  Sunday  School 
teacher  and  she  sings  in  her  church 
choir.  Ms.  Fugler  has  also  done  a  number 
of  things  on  the  regional  and  national 
level. 

Another  lay  delegate  elected  is  Mr. 
John  T.  Porter,  a  member  of  Broadmoor 
UMC  in  Shreveport.  Mr.  Porter  was  a 
Conference  and  Jurisdictional  delegate 
in  1984  and  currently  serves  on  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Finance  and  Administration.  He 
was  the  district  lay  leader  from  1979- 
1983  and  continues  to  serve  on  the  Board 
of  Missions.  Porter  was  chairman  of  his 
local  Administrative  Board,  on  the  Long 
Range  Planning  Committee  (currently), 
on  the  Executive  Board  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  at  SMU,  on  the  Cente¬ 
nary  Church  Council  and  was  a  Caney 
Conference  Trustee  from  1984-86. 

The  final  lay  delegate  chosen  is  Mrs. 
Amy  Ward,  a  member  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC 
in  New  Orleans.  Mrs.  Ward  serves  as  the 
chairperson  of  the  Administrative 
Board,  is  a  member  of  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  serves  on  the  Finance  Committee, 
has  worked  with  the  missions  and  was  on 
the  UMW  Executive  Committee.  She  has 
also  served  on  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  Research  and  Planning  Commit¬ 
tee,  Board  of  Directors  of  Lafon  Nursing 
Home.  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center, 
Dulac  Community  Center  and  other  com¬ 
mittees  and  boards  too  numerous  to 
name. 


Hubert  Blanchard 
P.O.  Drawer  29 
Sulphur,  LA.  70664 


Pat  Bolling 
117  Willow 
Homer,  LA.  71040 


Dr.  Nancy  Carruth 
P.O.  Box  267 
Bunkie,  LA.  71322 


Sara  S.  Fugler 
P.O.  Box  144 
Greensburg,  LA.  70441 


1 988  General  Conference  Delegates  to  Deal  With  Important  Issues 


Most  General  Conference  issues  are 
prepared  in  response  to  requests  that 
were  generated  by  issues  which  surfaced 
in  the  1984  General  Conference.  Some 
will  undoubtedly  have  long-term  effects 
and  will  raise  additional  concerns  in  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

One  of  the  current  issues  of  concern 
that  will  be  on  the  agenda  for  the  dele¬ 
gates  at  General  Conference  is  the  revi¬ 
sion  of  the  Hymnal  content,  production 
and  introduction.  This  will  be  a  major  is¬ 
sue  for  the  delegates. 

Another  issue  to  be  discussed  will  be 
the  Report  of  Our  Theological  Task 
Study.  The  issues  of  pluralism  and  re¬ 
consideration  of  the  quadrilateral  will  be 
foremost.  The  Study  of  the  Mission  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  will  probably 
have  long-reaching  effects  as  efforts  will 
be  made  to  re-define  our  common  task. 
Another  concern  is  the  Study  of  the  Min¬ 
istry,  especially  the  resolution  of  the  Di- 


The  Editor  of  this  paper  has  received 
the  following  communication  from  Dr. 
Walter  N.  Vernon,  author  of  the  new 
book,  Becoming  One  People,  A  History 
of  Louisiana  Methodism: 

“I  had  wanted  to  thank  a  number  of 
persons  at  the  Annual  Conference  ses¬ 
sion  this  year  who  have  helped  in  the 
production  of  Becoming  One  People,  A 
History  of  Louisiana  Methodism,  but  did 
not  have  the  opportunity.  I  wish  to  use 
this  means  of  calling  attention  to  those 
who  have  rendered  special  assistance  in 
this  task.  I  am  indebted  for  the  outstand- 


aconal  issue  and  the  impact  of  the  study 
on  the  itinerancy  and  guaranteed  ap¬ 
pointments  will  be  given  considerable  at¬ 
tention  by  clergy  delegates. 

Also  being  considered  at  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  the  report  from  the  Task 
Force  on  Older  Adult  Ministries,  which 
will  accelerate  interest  in  this  rapidly 
growing  segment  of  the  constituency.  A 
funded  church- wide  coordinating  com¬ 
mittee  is  proposed.  Another  issue  is  the 
Missional  Priority  Coordinating  Commit¬ 
tee  which  may  point  to  directions  that 
will  help  shape  a  long-term  comprehen¬ 
sive  ministry  with  our  ethnic  constituen¬ 
cies.  Continued  special  funding  for 
General  Agencies  of  at  least  5.5  million 
for  the  quadrennium  is  proposed  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  on-going  conference  funding  at  lo¬ 
cal  levels. 

The  report  from  the  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Stewardship  holds  the  promise 
of  developing  a  coordinated  approach  to 


ing  leadership  given  by  Norma  (Mrs. 
Jack)  Winegeart  as  chairperson  of  the 
History  Task  Force  of  the  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History;  the  fine  editing 
of  Dr.  Alton  Hancock;  the  assistance  of 
Carolyn  Garison  in  the  Methodist  ar¬ 
chives  at  Centenary  Library;  the  good 
artwork  of  Jack  Winegeart;  the  loan  of  a 
set  of  journals  by  W.  D.  Boddie;  the  pio¬ 
neering  work  of  Mrs.  Mildred  Nolan;  the 
careful  reading  of  the  manuscript  by  my 
longtime  friend,  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.; 
the  inspiration  that  came  from  writing 


stewardship  that  will  have  the  implica¬ 
tions  for  at  least  seven  general  boards 
and  agencies.  A  coordinating  committee 
with  staff  to  be  based  in  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  is  proposed. 

Another  issue  being  considered  is  the 
Study  on  Theology  of  Missions.  This  will 
hopefully  clarify  the  philosophy  and  role 
of  missions  for  the  General  Boan^  of 
Global  Ministries  in  particular,  and  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  generally. 
An  issue  that  appears  to  be  emerging  are 
several  proposals  calling  for  la.  /  rsons 
to  be  given  more  leadership  and  partici¬ 
pating  roles  in  the  life  of  the  church. 
Legislative  proposals  provide  for  lay 
persons  to  be  given  opportunities  to 
chair  the  local  church  Committee  on 
Nominations  and  Personnel,  to  be  named 
as  participant  observers  (without  vote) 
on  the  Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Min¬ 
istry  and  to  participate  in  the  ordination 
of  clergy. 


about  Bishop  Paul  E.  Martin,  whom  I 
first  knew  when  I  was  a  boy  in  his  home¬ 
town  of  Blossom,  Texas  and  the  inspira¬ 
tion  in  writing  about  that  grand  man 
Matthew  Simpson  Davage,  whom  I 
worked  with  when  we  both  were  on  the 
same  staff  of  the  Board  of  Education  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  the  helpfulness  of  Har¬ 
vey  G.  Williamson  at  every  stage  of  the 
project;  and  to  all  the  others  who  have 
helped  in  any  way;  I  give  you  a  hearty 
THANK  YOU.  Walter  N.  Vernon;  4835  W 
Lawther  Dr.,  Dallas,  TX.  75214. 


There  is  a  tendency  to  mandate  more 
positions  and  organizational  bodies.  If 
General  Conference  agrees,  conferences 
will  be  asked  to  organize  Boards  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  or  equivalent  structures;  local 
churches  will  be  mandated  to  organize  a 
United  Methodist  Men’s  fellowship  and 
to  name  church  historians,  coordinators 
of  older  adult  ministries;  District  Super¬ 
intendents  are  being  encouraged  to  name 
district  directors  of  religion  and  race 
and  the  districts  can  organize  district 
committees  on  Religion  and  Race. 

Several  proposals  relate  to  issues 
around  sexuality.  A  resolution  concern¬ 
ing  our  ministry  with  AIDS  victims,  their 
families  and  congregations  is  being  de¬ 
veloped.  Some  proposals  will  call  for  the 
elimination  of  specific  references  to  ho¬ 
mosexuality  and  urge  the  recognition  of 
the  various  kinds  of  diversity  that  exist 
among  persons  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Other  issues  that  may  not  generate 
legislative  action  are  a  bit  more  difficult 
to  identify  in  advance,  but  will  be  of  ma¬ 
jor  concern.  Among  those  in  this  catego¬ 
ry  are  the  proposal  to  establish  an 
African  University  which  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  an  issue  that  will  receive  consid¬ 
erable  attention.  Economic  issues  are 
another  concern,  especially  those  related 
to  the  farm  crisis  and  conditions  in  the 
Rust  Belt,  will  certainly  surface  since 
they  do  have  severe  effects  on  so  many 
of  our  churches  and  church  members. 

There  is  much  to  be  thought  through 
and  accomplished  at  General  Conference 
and  the  ministerial  and  lay  delegates 
elected  have  a  big  job  ahead  of  them  in 
1988. 


Author  Walter  Vernon  Says  Thanks  for  the  Help 


John  Porter 
236  Ashley  Dr. 
Shreveport,  LA.  71105 


Amy  Ward 
500  Walker  St. 

New  Orleans,  LA.  70124 


The  line  seemed  endless,  as  more  than  300  children,  94  adults  and  44  youth  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  1987  Vacation  Bible  School  at  BROADMOOR  UMC  in  BATON  ROUGE. 
The  week  concluded  with  a  Church  Picnic  honoring  teachers,  workers  and  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  VBS.  Lou  Montgomery  is  director  of  Children’s  Ministries  at  Broad¬ 
moor. 


Announcement  of  Appointments 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  announces  the  fol¬ 
lowing  appointments:  In  the  Lake 
Charles  district,  Carolyn  P.  Brannon  is 
granted  leave  of  absence  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  450,  effective  July  1, 
1987.  M.  Ray  Holt  is  appointed  to  Sul¬ 
phur:  Wesley-Hackberry,  effective  July 
1, 1987. 

In  the  Monroe  district,  George  B.  Cun¬ 
ningham  is  appointed  to  Monroe:  St. 


Marks-Little  Creek,  effective  July  1, 
1987. 

In  the  Shreveport  district,  Mooring- 
sport-Oil  City,  T.B.S. 

On  Special  Appointment  within  Con¬ 
ference  Structure,  Jerry  M.  James  is  re¬ 
moved  from  leave  of  absence  and  is 
appointed  in  accordance  to  paragraph 
425.1  to  Arial-McKissick  (Easley,  South 
Carolina),  effective  June  17, 1987. 
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Curing,  healing  and  Christian  witness 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


JULY  10,  1007 


‘  Healing,"  when  mentioned  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  Christian  faith,  conjures  images 
for  many  people  of  religious  rip-off  artists. 

A  history  of  charlatanism  in  the  church 
lends  validity  to  that  image.  Unscrupu¬ 
lous  “faith  healers”  have  peddled  every¬ 
thing  from  snake  oil  to  prayer  cloths  as 
"miracle  cures”  for  human  disease. 

Against  that  backdrop  stands  the  Inter¬ 
national  Order  of  St.  Luke  the  Physician. 
It  is  a  non-profit  ecumenical  organization 
that  promotes  an  emphasis  on  healing  as 
a  legitimate  extension  of  Jesus’  life  and 
teachings  (see  UMR,  July  3). 

By  contrast  with  most  “faith  healers,” 
the  Order  of  St.  Luke  goes  beyond  a  nar¬ 
row  focus  on  curing  physical  ailments  to 
an  emphasis  on  healing  the  whole  per¬ 
son.  As  a  member  put  it,  “The  Order  of 
St.  Luke  is  interested  in  physical  healing 
(curing).  But  we’re  basically  interested 
in  getting  things  right  between  our¬ 
selves  and  God  (healing).” 

We  think  that’s  a  valid  Christian  per¬ 
spective  that  merits  increased  attention  in 
the  church.  Many  Christians  have  forgot¬ 
ten  or  rationalized  away  the  abundant 
biblical  emphasis  on  healing  (translated 
“salvos”  in  Greek,  the  root  word  also  for 
“salvation”).  Hence,  many  people  with 
questionable  motives  and/or  understand¬ 
ing  have  filled  the  vacuum  left  by  the 
church’s  deemphasis  of  healing.  The  re¬ 
sults  often  are  misleading  and  harmful. 

As  Christians,  we  should  repent  of  con¬ 
tributing  indirectly  to  such  results  if  we 
are  failing  to  include  healing  as  an  inte¬ 
gral  part  of  the  Gospel  we  proclaim.  Our 
Lord’s  example  gives  us  a  mandate  to 
witness  to  God’s  desire  that  people  be 
healed  in  body,  mind  and  spirit. 

An  appropriate  Christian  emphasis  on 
healing  should  include  three  crucial  ele¬ 
ments: 

•  It  should  be  rooted  in  an  awareness 
that  sin  is  pervasive.  Every  human  being  is 
“sin  sick,”  that  is,  alienated  from  God  and/ 
or  living  some  part  of  life  contrary  to 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new 
edition  in  Olathe,  Kans. 

The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  readers 
about  1,200  member-families  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Olathe,  Kan. 
(Kansas  East  Annual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Olathe,  we  say, 
"Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  xeaders  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


Spaghetti  sauce  gives  clue  to  sharing  Gospel 


The  emphasis  of  the  International  Or¬ 
der  of  St.  Luke  the  Physician  on  heal¬ 
ing-including  prayer  and  laying  on  of 
hands— as  a  legitimate  extension  of  Je¬ 
sus’  life  and  teachings  merits  increased 
attention  in  the  church. 

God’s  will.  Physical  illness  is  one  reflection 
of  that  reality.  So  are  spiritual  and  emo¬ 
tional  distress,  broken  personal  relation¬ 
ships  and  even  hostility  among  nations. 

This  insight  is  offered  convincingly  by 
the  Rev.  William  N.  Beachy,  the  top 
elected  official  of  the  Order  of  St.  Luke. 
He  said  that  healing  in  its  fullest  Chris¬ 
tian  sense  is  "the  restoration  of  life’s  ba¬ 
sic  reality.”  It  is  such  restoration  that 
gives  human  life  its  basic  purpose  and 
meaning  in  relation  to  God. 

•  From  a  Christian  perspective,  heal¬ 
ing  must  incorporate  an  understanding  of 
suffering.  Our  Lord  was  Himself  an  inno¬ 
cent  victim  of  suffering.  Disease  and  hu¬ 
man  brokenness  are  not  always  overcome 
despite  the  best  efforts  of  faithful  people. 

As  Christians,  we  believe  that  a  loving 
God  does  not  want  people  to  suffer.  When 
suffering  occurs,  however,  God’s  grace 
can  help  us  not  only  to  endure  but  redeem 
the  experience.  Countless  faithful  Chris¬ 
tians  have  found  that  such  a  perspective 
promotes  healing  of  attitude  and  spirit 
even  if  physical  healing  never  occurs. 

*  Healing,  as  a  condition  God  wills  for 
us  both  individually  and  corporately, 
should  be  closely  related  to  life  shared 
with  other  Christian  believers.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  Beachy,  “Revelation  and  heal¬ 
ing  come  not  through  a  single  person  but 
through  the  entire  body”  — that  is, 
through  the  collective  insights  and  expe¬ 
rience  of  those  who  follow  Christ. 

Where  such  an  understanding  exists,  un¬ 
realistic  claims  of  “miracle  cures”  or 
bringing  dead  people  back  to  life  a  la  Oral 
Roberts  are  highly  unlikely.  Healing’s 
corporate  nature  means  that  those  who 
seek  healing— for  themselves  and  for 
others— are  mutually  accountable  for 
upholding  the  highest  standards  of  truth¬ 
fulness  and  faithfulness  to  our  Lord. 

We  commend  the  International  Order 
of  St.  Luke  the  Physician  for  seeking  to 
promote  broader  and  deeper  understand¬ 
ings  of  healing  among  Christians.  Recov¬ 
ering  such  understanding  should  be  a 
priority  for  all  of  us  who  struggle  to  pro¬ 
claim  God’s  love  in  its  fullness. 

Here  /  Stand 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  June  19  Reporter,  John  Varner 
expresses  a  legitimate  concern  to  pro¬ 
mote  pluralism  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

While  I  applaud  the  spirit  of  pluralism,  I 
deplore  the  fragmented  theology  that 
made  it  necessary  to  advocate  such  a  prin¬ 
ciple  in  the  first  place.  Our  Lord  probably 
did  not  intend  His  Gospel  to  serve  as  a  caf¬ 
eteria  line  where  one  simply  chooses  be¬ 
tween  the  various  offerings. 

An  obvious  problem  with  subdividing  a 
month  of  preaching  into  neat  units  such 
as  “social  activist,"  “evangelical,” 
"charismatic”  and  others,  is  that  this 
method  lacks  integrity  and  coherence  in 
the  long  run.  The  preacher  runs  the  risk 
of  theological  inconsistency. 

The  point  is  that  the  various  areas  of 
ministry  raised  in  the  Gospel  are  not  au¬ 
tonomous  and  divisible  pieces.  They  can¬ 
not  be  addressed  in  isolation.  They  are 
inherently  related  to  each  other,  just  as 
the  members  of  the  body  are  related  to 
each  other  and  to  their  Lord. 

The  ingredients  in  a  spaghetti  sauce  do 
not  taste  delicious  until  they  are  well 
blended.  So  it  is  with  the  various  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  Gospel. 

I  believe  that  the  cause  of  pluralism, 
and  of  our  church,  will  be  better  served  if, 
in  the  homiletic,  educational  and  mission- 
al  life  of  a  congregation,  they  become 
skillfully  and  prayerfully  connected. 

Instead  of  providing  equal  time  as 
though  all  were  separate  and  competing 
concerns,  preachers  should  work  cre¬ 
atively  and  diligently  to  integrate  them 
to  demonstrate  the  connection  between 
them.  That  can  even  be  accomplished  ev¬ 
ery  once  in  a  while  within  the  body  of  a 
single  sermon. 

Mike  Nicolson 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Why  not  preach  Bible? 

To  the  Editor: 

John  Varner  in  his  June  19  article 
rightly  defines  pluralism  as  a  system 
that  recognizes  more  than  one  substance 
or  principle.  It  recognizes  many  but 
stands  for  none. 

Preaching  a  sermon  once  a  month  in 
each  discipline  leaves  three-fourths  of 
the  congregation  lost  each  Sunday.  They 
all  conclude  that  you  believe  in  nothing. 
Why  not  preach  the  Bible? 

The  message  of  Jesus  was  not  an  air¬ 
ing  of  doubts,  nor  was  it  a  weaving  of  ar¬ 
guments.  It  has  the  accents  of  certainty 
and  of  authority  at  once  bringing  the  in¬ 
disputable  and  unanswerable  truth. 

Luther  W.  Howell 
Bloomville,  Ohio 

An  intriguing  suggestion! 

To  the  Editor: 

What  an  intriguing  suggestion  John 
Varner  set  forth  in  his  “Here  I  Stand”  ar¬ 
ticle  to  preach  four  different  types  of 
sermons  each  month  (see  UMR,  June  19). 
They  would  appeal  to  the  social  activists, 
the  evangelicals,  the  charismatic/pente- 
costals  and  the  moderates  typical  of  a 


UMs  should  actively  support  bishops9  call 
to  back  McCloy-Zorin  arms  agreement 


By  EDWARD  C.  PERRY 
The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  in  its  statement  on  nuclear  weapons, 
“In  Defense  of  Cre¬ 
ation,”  urged  churches 
“to  re-discover  the 
McCloy-Zorin  Agree¬ 
ment  and  to  press  for 
government  fidelity 
to  it.”  The  full  text 
of  the  agreement  was 
included  as  an  appen¬ 
dix  in  the  study  guide. 

The  formal  title  of  the  McCloy-Zorin 
agreement  is  “Joint  Statement  of  Agreed 


Edward  Perry 
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Principles  for  Disarmament  Negotia¬ 
tions.”  These  principles  were  developed 
by  John  J.  McCloy  of  New  York  for  the 
United  States  and  Valerian  A.  Zorin  rep¬ 
resenting  the  Soviet  Union.  It  was  signed 
by  the  two  governments  and  then  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  United  Nations  General  Assem¬ 
bly  Dec.  20, 1961. 

The  United  States  and  Soviet  Union  are 
now  engaged  in  disarmament  negotia¬ 
tions,  but  these  agreed-upon  principles 
have  been  forgotten  or  ignored,  in  effect, 
repudiating  the  McCloy-Zorin  agreement. 

Two  important  principles 

Two  of  the  agreed-upon  principles  in 
the  McCloy-Zorin  agreement  are  very 
pertinent  to  current  disarmament  nego¬ 
tiations.  The  first  principle  deals  with 
verification.  The  second  deals  with  bal¬ 
anced  military  forces. 

The  United  States  and  the  Soviet 
Union  agreed  in  the  McCloy-Zorin  agree¬ 
ment  that  adequate  verification  would 
be  accomplished  by  the  “creation  of  an 
international  disarmament  organization 
with  inspectors  having  unrestricted  ac¬ 
cess  everywhere  without  veto  for  full 
verification.” 

When  I  recently  wrote  elsewhere  that 
"The  evidence  indicates  that  the  Soviet 
Union  has  repudiated  the  McCloy-Zorin 
agreement,”  there  was  a  concurrent  publi¬ 
cation  of  a  response  from  the  Soviet  Union. 

Roland  M.  Timerbaev,  a  Soviet  expert 
on  verification,  responded  .  .the  Soviet 
Union  has  never  ‘repudiated’  the  agreed 
principles.”  He  then  cited  Soviet  propos¬ 
als  that  incorporated  this  principle  and 
concluded:  “Thus,  the  Soviet  Union  favors 
effective  and  adequate  verification,  com¬ 
prising  the  establishment  of  international 
verification  mechanisms.” 

In  sharp  contrast  there  is  evidence  that 
the  United  States  is  about  to  repudiate 
this  principle.  Last  February,  Richard 
Perle,  U.S.  Undersecretary  of  Defense, 
told  a  conference  in  Munich:  “The  simple 
truth  is  that  verification  ...  is  not  diffi¬ 
cult,  or  very  difficult:  It  is  impossible, 
and  Mr.  Gorbachev  knows  it.” 

Clearly  this  position  repudiates  the 
McCloy-Zorin  principle  that  "an  interna¬ 
tional  disarmament  organization  with  in¬ 
spectors  having  unrestricted  access 
everywhere  . . .”  can  provide  adequate 
verification. 

Current  Soviet  disarmament  proposals 
to  eliminate  nuclear  weapons  of  short  or 
intermediate  range  would  give  the 
Warsaw  Pact  a  military  advantage  with 
their  superior  conventional  forces. 

However,  the  Soviet  Union  agreed  in 
the  McCloy-Zorin  agreement  that  “all 
measures  of  general  and  complete  disar¬ 


mament  should  be  balanced  so  that  at  no 
stage  in  the  implementation  of  the  treaty 
could  any  state  or  group  of  states  gain 
military  advantage  and  that  security  is 
ensured  for  all.” 

I  stand  with  our  bishops 

I  stand  with  our  bishops  and  urge 
church  members  to  “re-discover  the  Mc¬ 
Cloy-Zorin  agreement”  and  insist  that  our 
government  use  it.  More  specifically,  in¬ 
sist  that  our  government  challenge  the  So¬ 
viet  rhetoric  with  a  disarmament  proposal 
that  includes  the  creation  of  an  interna¬ 
tional  disarmament  organization  and 
achieves  a  balance  of  military  forces  so 
"security  is  ensured  equally  for  all.” 

When  these  principles  are  accom¬ 
plished  we  can  consider  the  first  section 
of  McCloy-Zorin:  Secure  Disarmament 
and  Peaceful  Settlement  of  Disputes  .... 

The  goal  of  negotiations  is  to  achieve 
agreement  on  a  program  that  will  ensure 
that: 

•disarmament  is  general  and  com¬ 
plete  and  war  is  no  longer  an  instrument 
for  settling  international  problems. 

•such  disarmament  is  accompanied 
by  establishment  of  reliable  and  effec¬ 
tive  arrangements  for  the  maintenance 
of  peace  in  accordance  with  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  charter  of  the  United  Nations. 

Achievement  of  this  goal  of  the  Mc¬ 
Cloy-Zorin  agreement  would  be  the 
achievement  of  the  “shalom”  described 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

" Here  1  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Edward  C.  Perry  is  a 
member  of  Palm  Springs  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Palm  Springs,  Calif.  (Califor¬ 
nia-Pacific  Annual  Conference). 

\Come  Out,  Come  Out\ 

Come  out,  come  out, 

Wherever  you  are, 

Hiding  behind  pride 
Of  education,  wealth 
and  titled  things  of 
self 

That  exalt  and  keep  you 
From  the  humbling  grace. 

Come  out,  come  out, 

Wherever  you  are, 

Hiding  lonely  behind 
All  perishing  things, 

From  God’s  own  riches 
Of  everlasting  grace 
Thru  faith  in  Jesus 
the  Christ. 

— E.  A.  GLOEGGLER 


United  Methodist  congregation. 

How  grateful  I  am  that  there  are  peo¬ 
ple  like  John  Varner  who  can  present 
creative  solutions  to  problems.  His  sug¬ 
gestion  brought  to  mind  the  question— 
since  I  belong  to  only  one  of  the  above 
groups  and  I  am  one  of  the  37  percent  of 
the  congregation  that  attends  church  ev¬ 
ery  Sunday— what  would  I  do? 

Would  I  attend  my  church  every  Sun¬ 
day  and  become  more  understanding  of 
the  other  types  of  worshipers? 

Would  I  stay  home  three  Sundays  out  of 
four?  (Actually,  I  couldn’t  do  that.  I  need 
to  worship  God  at  least  once  a  week). 

Would  I  find  one,  two  or  three  other 
churches  to  attend  on  “off-Sundays.” 

My  thanks  to  John  Varner  for  his 
thought-provoking  article. 

Charlotte  Oldham 
Houston,  Texas 

I  am  complete  in  Him 

To  the  Editor: 

I  agree  with  John  Varner’s  article 
headlined,  "Pastors  should  offer  ‘plural¬ 
istic  pulpits’  ”  (see  UMR,  June  19).  I  don’t 
know  that  I  can  improve  upon  it,  but 
would  like  to  try. 

I  suggest  pastors  ask  God  (in  faith) 
what  to  preach,  then  just  trust  God  for 
results— the  "trust  and  obey”  method,  if 
you  please. 

Perhaps,  I  fall  into  the  “charismatic” 
group.  I  like  to  hear  about  the  gifts  and 
their  uses  in  each  church. 

There  is  something  that  seems  more 
important  than  the  gifts,  namely,  that 
“blood  is  thicker  than  water.”  Whether 
one  is  “called”  or  qualified  means  noth¬ 
ing  to  some  “pillars  of  the  church,”  be¬ 
lieve  it  or  not!  Whatever  happened  to 
“His  Blood”  that  supercedes  natural  re¬ 
lationship? 

I  believe  I  am  complete  in  Him!  (Co- 
lossians  2:10)  Mary  L.  Stamper 

Mount  Vernon,  Ohio 

Boycott  motel  porn 

To  the  Editor: 

With  vacation  time  approaching,  I 
think  it  would  be  timely  for  the  Reporter 
to  call  to  the  attention  of  United  Method- 


cl. 


ists  to  the  many  Holiday  Inns  showing 
porn  movies. 

Christians  should  hovrntt  thos#»  inns 
that  show  such  movies.  (Any  inn  that  car¬ 
ries  the  Hi-Net  Satellite  Cinema  service 
carries  the  porn  movies.  That  may  be  de¬ 
termined  by  an  inquiry  at  the  desk  or  by 
a  quick  phone  call.) 

Days  Inn  of  America  recently  con¬ 
tracted  with  Hi-Net  to  carry  the  in-room 
porn  movies  also,  so  this  organization 
should  be  boycotted,  too. 

Attention  has  been  called  to  this  prac¬ 
tice  by  the  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon.  I  think 
all  of  us  need  to  stand  behind  him  as  he 
tries  to  rid  our  country  of  these  harmful 
influences.  _  ,  _  ,,  J 

Evelyn  C.  Vaden 
Franklin,  Tennessee 

Song  leaches  great  truth 

To  the  Editor: 

In  regard  to  the  hymn,  “Jesus  loves 
the  little  children”:  I  believe  it  all  began 
with  the  song,  “Purple  People  Eater” 
several  years  ago. 

Since  kids  kept  wanting  to  add  colors 
like  purple,  orange,  etc.,  we  changed  the 
offending  line  to  “all  the  shades  of  dark 
and  light.”  Being  realistic,  all  people  are 
really  shades  of  brown.  Honestly,  whoever 
saw  a  black,  red,  yellow  or  white  person  in 
the  way  young  children  perceive  color? 

That’s  what  made  us  change  the  line. 
It  had  no  meaning  to  the  children.  It  had 
nothing  to  do  with  racism  or  adult  mean¬ 
ings  attached  to  words. 

It’s  a  good  song,  and  the  children  enjoy 
it.  It’s  anti-racist  in  teaching.  If  the 
words  of  other  hymns  can  be  changed  be¬ 
cause  they  are  sexist,  perhaps  this  one 
could  be  changed  simply  because  chil¬ 
dren  like  it  and  it  teaches  a  great  truth. 

Barbara  Flitt 
Oxnard,  California 

Visit  imprisoned  Soviets 

To  the  Editor: 

There  seems  to  be  a  growing  interest 
within  some  United  Methodist  circles  in 
the  Soviet  Union  (see  UMR,  June  19). 

If  a  contingent  of  United  Methodists 
goes  to  the  Soviet  Union  to  “. . .  learn  more 
about  the  church  and  Christians  there,”  it 


would  be  a  good  opportunity  to  visit  the 
Christians  who  are  imprisoned  for  their 
beliefs.  In  addition,  the  visitors  could  min¬ 
ister  to  other  prisoners  of  conscience. 

R.  J.  Doyle 
Louisville,  Kentucky 
Church  politics  out  of  hand 

To  the  Editor: 

I  believe  that  the  politics  and  beliefs  of 
some  of  the  hierarchy  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  getting  a  little  bit 
out  of  hand. 

Whenever  people  try  to  change  God’s 
word,  they  are  changing  everything  that 
God  is  and  stands  for. 

All  through  the  Bible  God  is  referred 
to  as  He  or  Him  (as  in  the  23rd  Psalm, 
for  example),  and  all  of  a  sudden  some¬ 
one  wants  to  change  the  fact . 

At  about  the  turn  of  the  century,  a 
man  named  Russell  decided  to  change 
the  Bible  just  a  little  bit,  and  he  did. 

That  is  how  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  got 
started  and  has  grown  into  one  of  the 
biggest  cults  in  the  world  today. 

I  for  one  believe  the  Bible  and  every 
word  in  it  and  will  continue  to  do  so  all  of 
my  life. 

We  United  Methodists  wonder  why  we 
are  losing  membership  so  fast.  I  believe 
the  answer  is  right  in  front  of  us. 

Let’s  all  start  believing  more  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble  and  God  and  stop  trying  to  change 
the  Bible  and  acting  like  we  are  God. 

Revelation  22:18-20  is  a  good  warning 
from  God,  and  we  had  better  start  pay- 
ing  attention.  Bill  Bazill 

Uniopolis,  Ohio 

Why  didn’t  I  think  of  that? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  Ed  Felts’  proposal  for  the  re¬ 
tirement  under  proper  circumstances  of 
certain  rural  church  (see  UMR  “Here  I 
Stand,”  June  12)  is  so  inspired,  so  elo¬ 
quent  and  so  gracefully  stated  that  I  can 
offer  only  the  very  highest  praise: 

“Why  in  the  world  didn’t  I  think  of  it 
first?” 

I  hope  somehow  it  can  be  accepted. 

E.  Gene  Lynch 
Morristown,  Tennessee 


Pontius'  Puddle 


I'M  A  FIRM  BELIEVER 
IN  RE&OLAR  DEVOTIONS. 
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IN  FACT,  r  STUDY  MY 

Bible  almost  every 

DAY  OF  THE  WEEK.. 


My  Witness 

Gethsemane:  A  place  and  an  experience 


By  DAVID  CAPEHART 

I  knew  I  had  never  been  there  before, 
and  yet,  when  I  told  the  cab  driver  my 
desired  destination,  my  heart  beat  a  lit¬ 
tle  faster. 

Perhaps  you  know  the  feeling,  the  kind 
one  has  approaching  an  old  home  place 
after  a  long  absence.  I  was  wondering 
what  I  would  feel. 

It  was  strange  though,  for  I  had  not 
been  there  before. 

I  knew  also  that  the  trees  weren’t  the 
same  ones  because  years  before  I  grap¬ 
pled  with  Josephus  on  the  subject. 

You  see,  according  to  Josephus,  Ro¬ 
man  General  Titus  under  the  Emperor 
Vespasian  came  to  Jerusalem  in  A.D.  70 
to  quell  a  revolt  and  inevitably  destroyed 
the  city  completely. 

In  his  haste  to  contain  the  people,  Ti¬ 
tus  needed  a  fence  yet  had  no  time  to 
build  one  of  rock. 

So  he  cut  all  the  trees  in  every  direc¬ 
tion  for  eight  miles  and  built  a  wooden 
fence.  That  would  have  included  the  orig¬ 
inal  trees,  for  they  were  only  250  yards 
or  so  from  the  city  wall. 

My  heart  beat  more  rapidly 

Not  only  had  I  not  been  there  before, 
but  I  knew  also  that  the  place  was  far 
from  original.  Yet,  and  incredibly,  as  the 
cab  drew  closer,  my  heart  beat  more 
rapidly.  And  as  it  came  into  view,  that 
familiar  tingling  began  of  one’s  nose  that 
develops  before  tears  begin. 

The  place  of  which  I  speak  is  directly 
across  the  Kidron  Valley  from  the  Gold¬ 
en  Gate  of  Jerusalem  and  at  the  base  of 
the  Mount  of  Olives.  It  is  a  site  revered 


as  early  as  the  third  century  as  the  Gar¬ 
den  of  Gethsemane. 

To  see  this  garden  was  one  of  the  main 
reasons  I  made  my  mid-winter  journey 
to  Israel.  As  I  stepped  from  the  cab  in  a 
freezing  rain,  I  was  in  a  hurry.  When  I 
stepped  through  the  gate,  however,  I 
slowed  and  was  unprepared  for  my  emo¬ 
tions.  Mystically,  spiritually,  I  was  re¬ 
turning  to  a  place  I  had  never  been 
before. 

Inside,  behind  the  wall,  I  could  only 
stare.  Before  me  were  twisted,  gnarled 
and  knotted  olive  trees  that  carbon-dat¬ 
ing  shows  to  be  at  least  1,600  years  old. 

It  didn’t  matter,  though,  that  these 
weren’t  the  trees,  for  Gethsemane  was 
either  here  or  near  here.  And  here  I  was, 
and  there  were  those  trees,  and  I  simply 
wept!  Inside  me  was  the  strangest  sensa¬ 
tion  of  familiarity. 

Kneeling  by  the  fence,  my  eyes  fixed 
on  that  scene,  I  could  see  Jesus  in  de¬ 
spair,  praying  for  guidance,  sweat  drops 
of  blood  falling  from  his  brow.  Life  had 
turned  on  him,  and  he  was  alone.  He 
knelt,  cried,  prayed!  He  got  up,  went  to 
the  edge  of  the  garden,  and,  sure  enough, 
even  his  closest  friends  were  asleep. 

"And  He  said  to  them,  ‘My  soul  is  very 
sorrowful,  even  to  death.’ . . .  and  going  a 
little  farther,  He  fell  on  the  ground.  . . . 
‘Father,  all  things  are  possible  to  thee;  re¬ 
move  this  cup  from  me;  yet  not  what  I 
will,  but  what  thou  wilt’  ”  (Mark  14:34-36). 

This  place  was  familiar 

As  I  watched  Him,  as  I  listened  to 
Him,  as  I  cried  with  Him  or  for  Him  or 
perhaps  just  lor  me,  it  dawned  on  me. 


This  place  was  familiar.  I  had  been  here 
before. 

Aljnost  five  years  ago  my  family  doc¬ 
tor  called  my  office:  "It’s  the  chief.  He’s 
dead.” 

My  father  was  dead  at  61.  Dear  God, 
not  this!  Two  years  ago  I  watched  while 
one  of  my  dearest  friends  on  earth  died. 
Dear  God,  not  this! 

With  those  memories  came  a  flood  of 
recollections  of  a  thousand  visits  I  had 
made  to  Gethsemane  when  life  had 
turned.  I  went  back  just  two  months  ago 
when  members  of  my  church  told  me 
that  after  their  son’s  diagnosis  was  can¬ 
cer,  they  cried,  “Dear  God,  not  this!” 

I  know  now  more  than  ever.  We’ve  all 
been  to  Gethsemane  and  in  pain  will  go 
again  and  again.  It’s  not  just  a  place.  It’s 
an  experience.  And  then,  like  before,  the 
bitter  cup  will  likely  not  pass. 

Yet  I  know,  in  time,  Gethsemane  will 
be  over,  and  we’ll  share  a  taste  of  new 
wine.  One  day  we’ll  drink  it  new  with 
them  all  in  our  Father’s  kingdom. 

Until  then,  let  all  in  the  world  hold 
hands,  and  let  each  of  us  remember  to 
pray— no  matter  what  may  come— "Not 
my  will  but  thine,  O  Lord.” 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  David  N.  Capehart  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Malakoff-Cross  Roads  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Malakoff,  Texas 
(Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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" Setting  the  Software  Standard  lor 
the  United  Methodist  Church" 


JUST  RELEASED! 

Included  in  4.0  Version... 

»  QUERY  LIBRARY  enables  an 
unlimited  number  of  query 
statements  to  be  stored,  quickly 
recalled,  or  modified  when  needed. 

•  COMMON  QUERY  allowing 
information  retrieval  from 
Membership,  Activities, 

Contributions,  Pledge  Manage¬ 
ment  and  Attendance  in  a 
single  query  statement. 

VUPRINT  in  all  modules,  allows 
reports  to  be  displayed  on  screen, 
saved  or  printed. 


ACCOUNTS  PAYABLE  with  built- 
in  CHECK  WRITER! 

EXPANDED  MEMBERSHIP 
RECORDS:  with  Special  Labels  for 
Family  Mailings,  Carrier  Sort  to 
reduce  postage  costs,  additional 
Free  Field,  and  additional  Member 
Code. 

NEW  TUTORIAL  by  William 
Johnson,  author  of  Selecting  the 
Church  Computer,  and  The  Pastor 
and  the  Personal  Computer 
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‘Disciple’  Bible  study  draws  a  multitude  to  training 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS— Stephanie  Knowles,  a  Cin¬ 
cinnati  homemaker,  says  she  is  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  lineup  of  biblical 
scholars  being  brought  into  the  living 
rooms  of  United  Methodists  this  fall  via 
videotape  as  part  of  the  denomination's 
new  "Disciple"  Bible  study. 

Renowned  scholars  like  the  Revs.  Al¬ 
bert  Outler  and  Zan  Holmes  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  William  Willimon  of 
Duke  University  Divinity  School  and 
Maxie  Dunnam,  former  editor  of  "The 


Upper  Room,"  are  among  20  theologians 
included  in  the  video  portion  of  the  in¬ 
tense,  34-week  Bible-study  package  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

“I  don't  know  when  we  would  ever 
have  the  opportunity  to  have  these  schol¬ 
ars  in  our  church,"  said  Mrs.  Knowles,  a 
member  of  Armstrong  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Mrs.  Knowles  was  one  of  200  clergy 
and  lay  people  from  106  churches  who 
filled  a  Dallas  hotel  ballroom  last  week 
in  the  first  of  seven  training  sessions  be¬ 


ing  held  around  the  country  to  introduce 
the  Bible  study. 

Pastor  must  participate 

One  requirement  of  the  "Disciple" 
study  is  that  the  local  pastor  must  go 
through  the  three-day  training  portion  of 
the  $800-per-church  package,  which  also 
includes  videotapes  plus  teacher  and  stu¬ 
dent  manuals. 

Not  all  Bible  studies  require  such  com¬ 
mitment  from  a  church’s  pastor,  but 
some  participants  in  the  first  training 
sessions  said  that’s  what  attracted  them 
to  "Disciple.” 

"The  emphasis  is  for  the  preacher  to 
go  back  to  apostolic  teaching  and  not 
just  being  a  church  administrator,"  said 
Lee  Moore,  a  layman  from  Pine  Bluff, 
Ark.  "I  think  the  pastor’s  job  is  to  en¬ 
courage  and  disciple  . . .  Let  some  of  the 
laypeople  take  care  of  Aunt  Minnie." 

Several  laypeople  who  came  to  the 
training  session  said  they  were  there  to 
assist  the  pastors  and  prepare  them¬ 
selves  to  lead  additional  "Disciple"  stud¬ 
ies  in  their  churches. 

Bishop  Richard  Wilke  (Arkansas 
Area),  who  wrote  the  series  along  with 
his  wife,  Julia,  said  "Disciple"  is  a 
unique  approach  to  Bible  study  aimed  at 
"transformation  not  just  information." 

Bishop  Wilke  explained  that  students 
would  be  deeply  involved  in  studying  the 
Scriptures,  but,  more  importantly,  they 
would  be  learning  how  to  apply  what 
they’ve  learned  to  modern  living. 

For  instance,  each  class  lesson  begins 
with  a  “human  problem,”  such  as  cor¬ 
ruption,  a  need  for  security,  etc. 

After  several  hours  of  individual  study 
during  the  week,  students  work  out  the 
problem  during  class  discussion.  Bishop 
Wilke  explained.  In  that  way  students 
are  transformed  by  their  study  of  the 
Scriptures. 

The  curriculum  includes  16  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  and  17  New  Testament  lessons  and 
involves  about  five  hours  of  study  a 
week.  Classes  are  designed  for  12  stu¬ 
dents  and  one  leader— much  like  Jesus 
and  the  12  disciples,  Bishop  Wilke  said. 

“Jesus  told  stories  to  great  numbers 


but  He  chose  12  to  be  in  special  train¬ 
ing,"  the  bishop  said. 

For  years,  Bishop  Wilke  noted,  United 
Methodist  laypeople  who  have  wanted  in- 
depth  Bible  study  have  turned  to  Bible 
Study  Fellowship,  Bethel,  Trinity  and 
others. 

Now  they  have  a  study  specifically 
written  and  produced  for  United  Method¬ 
ists,  he  said.  Other  denominations  have 
shown  interest  in  the  series,  too,  he  added. 

Some  trainees  at  the  Dallas  session 
said  they  had  been  through  other  long¬ 
term  Bible  studies  but  were  interested  in 
“Disciple”  because  of  its  United  Method¬ 
ist  origins  and  its  variety  of  teaching 
techniques. 

"I  was  attracted  to  the  variety  of 
(teaching)  methods  it  uses,”  said  the  Rev. 
Robert  B.  Bushong,  associate  pastor  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Orlando,  Fla.  “Different  people  respond 
to  different  stimuli." 

Some  people  will  like  the  video  portion 
best,  he  said.  Others  will  prefer  the  daily 
individual  Scripture  reading.  Still  others 
will  like  the  group  discussion. 

Bob  Irish,  a  layman  from  Dallas,  said, 
“Most  times  when  you  mention  Bible 
study,  people  visualize  a  group  of  little 
old  ladies,  but  this  is  exciting.  It’s  bring¬ 
ing  the  Bible  alive.  It’s  an  opportunity  to 
experience  God  together." 

Mr.  Irish  said  he  was  particularly  ea¬ 
ger  about  the  long-term  effects  of  a  Bi¬ 
ble  study  that  starts  with  12  people  (or  24 
if  a  church  begins  with  two  groups)  and 
expands  each  year. 

“This  could  be  a  cadre  to  turn  our  min¬ 
istry  around  in  the  (United  Methodist) 
church,"  he  said. 

Classes— made  up  of  students  hand¬ 
picked  by  the  pastor— will  meet  once  a 
week,  preferably  in  private  homes,  ex¬ 
plained  Nellie  Moser,  editor  of  the  series. 
One  purpose  of  “Disciple,"  she  said,  is 
for  the  "discipline  of  regular  Bible  study 
to  become  a  lifelong  practice." 

Priorities  might  change 

She  said  “Disciple"  participants 
should  not  be  viewed  as  an  elitist  group 
within  a  church.  ‘‘The  congregation 
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DALLAS— Tables  are  piled  high  with  study  manuals  and  books  as  June 
Landrum  and  a  hotel  ballroom  full  of  200  others  attend  the  first  regional 
training  seminar  for  Cokesbury’s  new  “Disciple”  Bible  study.  Ms.  Landrum, 
a  member  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Jacksonville,  Texas,  repre¬ 
sented  the  Texas  conference  Division  of  Adult  Education  at  the  seminar. 


World  evangelism 

Methodists  from  33  countries  attend  international  training  seminar 


\  By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

;  ATLANTA— The  Rev.  H.  Mvume  Dan¬ 
dala,  general  missionary  secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa,  told 
how  John  Wesley  might  describe  a  recent 
international  gathering  of  his  followers. 

•  "The  angel  Gabriel  did  not  want  to  let 
John  Wesley  into  heaven  because  the  an¬ 
gel  had  no  record  of  his  good  works,  ”"Dr. 
Dandala  said. 

“But  John  Wesley  said,  ‘Mr.  Gabriel;  go 
at  this  moment  to  Emory  [University),  and 
tell  me  if  I  showed  good  faith.  Go  and  see 
the  Methodists  from  all  over  the  world.’  ” 
The  South  African  pastor  was  one  of 
some  115  Methodists  from  33  countries 
who  participated  in  the  Institute  for 
World  Evangelism’s  Third  International 
Seminar  June  22-July  3  at  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity’s  Candler  School  of  Theology. 

.  The  evangelism  institute  is  a  coopera¬ 
tive  program  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  the  umbrella  organization  for  64 
'  Methodist  bodies  in  90  countries,  and  the 
Candler  School  of  Theology. 

Dr.  Dandala  said  anyone  could  see 
'‘how  big  and  warm  the  Methodist  fellow¬ 
ship  had  grown”  by  the  countries  repre¬ 
sented  during  a  colorful  parade  of  nations 
opening  the  institute.  Among  them  were 
India,  Fiji,  Zaire,  Samoa,  Argentina,  Zim¬ 
babwe,  South  Korea  and  Chile. 

Holy  Spirit,  evangelism  linked 

Under  the  theme  “The  Holy  Spirit  in 
World  Evangelization,”  the  institute  fo¬ 
cused  on  establishing  a  greater  under¬ 
standing  of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
evangelism. 

"  “We  recognize  that  all  of  our  efforts  of 
evangelism  are  futile  if  we  don’t  have  an 
understanding  of  the  Holy  Spriit,”  said 
the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam,  chairman  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council’s  World 
Evangelism  Committee. 

"As  Methodists,  we  don’t  concentrate 
enough  on  Wesley’s  apostolic  goals,”  said 
Dr.  Dunnam,  senior  minister  of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Memphis. 

“We  must  remember  that  the  call  of 
the  Gospel  is  to  evangelize.  Evangelism 
should  not  be  the  field  of  specialists  but 
the  normal  work  of  Christians.” 

Participants  in  the  third  international 
.  meeting  said  they  had  a  variety  of  rea- 
;  sons  for  attending. 

One  American  said  the  institute  helped 

•  him  realize  the  importance  of  culture  in 
:  worship  and  evangelism. 

“I  have  learned  to  appreciate  other 
:  cultures  as  being  accepted  of  God's 
■  grace,"  said  the  Rev.  Robert  A.  L.  Lewis, 

|  a  student  at  Candler.  “And  the  Institute 
;.  for  World  Evangelism  has  given  me  the 
;  opportunity  to  visit  other  cultures  and 

•  meet  people  who  serve  the  same  God." 

Mr.  Lewis,  pastor  of  Enon  United 

•  Methodist  Church  in  Birmingham,  Ala., 
]  said  African  countries  are  bringing  more 

•  people  to  Christ  because  they  have  not 
]  tried  to  use  Christian  evangelism  to 
;  change  peoples’  cultures. 

UM  often  deny  culture 

i  He  said  sometimes  minorities  in  the 
]  United  Methodist  Church  are  not  encour- 
;  aged  to  use  methods  of  worship  that  are 
;  part  of  their  heritage.  As  a  consequence, 
;  he  said,  United  Methodism  loses  mem- 
;  bers  to  other  denominations. 

;  "When  I  was  growing  up  in  Texarkana, 
;  Texas,  I  was  taught  that  blacks  should 

•  forget  about  forms  of  worship  used  by 

•  their  ancestors  because  it  was  not  proper 


to  use  musical  instruments  and/or  inter¬ 
pretive  dance  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,"  he  said. 

“But  after  visiting  West  Africa  (Gha¬ 
na)  last  December  at  a  regional  meeting 
of  the  institute,  I  learned  to  connect  with 
my  culture.  Africans  have  taught  us  that 
you  can  receive  the  Holy  Spirit  in  many 
expressions  of  faith.” 

The  Rev.  Jeremiah  Muku,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Kaaga  Circuit  in  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Kenya,  described  how  the 
Holy  Spirit  worked  during  a  recent  wor¬ 
ship  service  near  Meru,  Kenya. 

“We  went  everywhere  and  asked  peo¬ 
ple,  ‘Do  you  know  the  Lord?’  and  then  in¬ 
vited  them  to  come  to  this  service,”  he 
said.  "Over  20,000  people  came.  At  the 
end  of  the  service,  about  6,000  came  to 
know  the  Lord.” 

To  increase  church  growth,  Mr.  Muku 
said,  Methodists  must  get  back  to  the  ba¬ 
sics  of  preaching  God's  word  wherever 
there  are  people. 

Another  minister  from  Kenya,  the 
Rev.  Jacob  K.  Nkubitu  of  Nairobi,  added 
that  ministers  are  "going  zig-zag”  by 
changing  the  context  of  the  Gospel  for 
different  groups  in  the  church. 

“When  the  people  need  to  hear  the 
word,  some  ministers  try  to  make  the 
Gospel  fit  the  people,”  he  said.  “If  you 
speak  the  truth,  people  will  know  it  and 
come  to  know  the  Lord.” 

Resources  sought 

The  Rev.  Walter  J.  Fawell  of  Perth, 
Australia,  said  the  trip  to  Atlanta  was  his 
first  to  the  United  States  after  37  years 
as  a  parish  minister  in  Perth  and  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Australian  aborigines. 

He  said  he  was  excited  about  attending 
the  seminar  because  he  hoped  to  gather 
resources  for  his  new  appointment  as 
Australian  Methodism’s  Western  consul¬ 
tant  for  parish  ministry. 

"My  new  job  involves  evangelism,  dis- 
cipleship,  renewal,  stewardship,  rural 
ministry,  and  strategies  for  church  ex¬ 
tension,”  said  Mr.  Fawell. 

The  Rev.  James  T.  Laney,  president  of 
Emory,  said  the  university  has  a  great 
interest  in  the  institute  because  it  re- 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA— If  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  does  not  approve  “evangelism” 
as  the  quadrennial  emphasis  for  1989-92, 
it  won’t  make  a  bit  of  difference  to  some 
Methodists  from  around  the  world. 

That’s  the  opinion  of  the  Rev.  George 
E.  Morris,  director  of  the  Institute  for 
World  Evangelism  of  the  World  Method¬ 
ist  Council. 

During  the  institute’s  recent  Third  In¬ 
ternational  Seminar,  Dr.  Morris  said  the 
United  Methodist  decision  wouldn’t 
change  the  emphasis  in  global  churches. 

"International  delegates  to  this  meet¬ 
ing  have  always  considered  increased 
evangelism  a  priority  for  Methodists,” 
he  said  (see  related  story). 

"If  the  General  Conference  approves 
evangelism  as  the  emphasis  for  the  next 
four  years,  it  will  enhance  our  work  but 
only  to  the  degree  that  we  would  proba¬ 
bly  be  working  with  more  United  Meth- 


minds  the  school  of  its  ties  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  institute  was  founded  in  1981  with 
a  primary  goal  . .  to  respond  to  the  ex¬ 
pressions  of  need  and  to  share  the  evan¬ 
gelistic  fire  of  the  global  church.” 

Representatives  of  world  Methodist 
bodies  come  to  Atlanta  on  odd-numbered 
years  for  two  weeks  of  classes,  Bible 
study,  worship  and  fellowship.  During 
even-numbered  years  regional  sessions 
are  held  in  selected  countries.  All  semi¬ 
nars  are  taught  by  multiracial  and  mul¬ 
tinational  faculty. 

“The  institute  seeks  to  break  down 
barriers  of  race,  class  and  sex,”  said  the 
Rev.  George  E.  Morris,  institute  direc¬ 
tor.  "We  stress  the  emphasis  of  one  Gos- 


odists  along  with  the  other  Methodists  on 
this  earth,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Morris,  who  serves  as  a  consultant 
to  the  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
said  a  four-year  emphasis  on  evangelism 
is  greatly  needed  in  the  United  States  be¬ 
cause  "the  general  church  is  crying  out 
for  leadership  in  evangelism.” 

Making  evangelism  the  new  missional 
priority  would  not  only  boost  the  United 
Methodist  Church  but  would  provide  an 
arena  for  real  sharing  by  Methodists  of 
other  countries,  he  said. 

"People  in  Third  World  countries  want 
so  much  to  be  heard,”  Dr.  Morris  said. 
“We  do  not  provide  enough  arenas  for 
them.  All  that  they  have  time  to  teach  us 
we  must  take  time  to  hear. 

"What  is  powerfully  illustrated  in  a 
seminar  like  this  is  that  not  only  are 
evangelism  sessions  good  for  the  interna¬ 
tional  delegates  but  for  the  Americans  as 
well.” 


pel  for  the  whole  church.” 

The  institute,  based  in  Emory’s 
William  R.  Cannon  Chapel,  sponsors  oth¬ 
er  activities  throughout  the  year.  Those 
include  assisting  Methodist  churches 
around  the  world  to  research  the  nature 
and  task  of  evangelism,  training  pastors 
and  laypeople  for  evangelism  and  devel¬ 
oping  evangelism  resources  for  and  with 
world  Methodist  churches. 

International  participants  in  institute 
seminars  may  be  nominated  by  their  an¬ 
nual  conference  or  be  appointed  by  their 
bishop. 

"The  institute  pays  about  70  percent  of 
travel  costs  for  all  Third  World  dele¬ 
gates,”  said  Dr.  Morris. 


Americans  tend  to  give  up  quickly 
when  evangelistic  efforts  don't  work,  he 
said. 

“When  the  Americans  come  to  interna¬ 
tional  meetings  on  evangelism,  they  get 
to  share  with  one  another  and  see  how 
God  has  worked  in  the  lives  of  the  inter¬ 
national  delegates,”  Dr.  Morris  said. 
“The  North  Americans  learn  how  evan¬ 
gelism  is  done  so  effectively  with  so  lit¬ 
tle  resources. 

“Delegates  from  all  countries  return 
to  their  local  communities  with  an  in¬ 
creased  determination  to  join  God’s  mis¬ 
sion  of  setting  people  free  from  the 
manifestations  of  human  sins  in  the  sys¬ 
tems  and  structures  of  society. 

"All  that,  together  with  sharing  the 
faith  on  a  one-to-one  basis,  evokes  hope 
for  the  participants,  and  they  carry  that 
hope  back  to  their  local  churches." 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


ATLANTA— Margaret  Calibio  Mujongue,  a  Methodist  lay  person  from 
Mozambique,  prepares  her  country’s  flag  for  the  opening  processional  dur¬ 
ing  the  Institute  for  World  Evangelism’s  Third  International  Seminar  at 
Candler  School  of  Theology. 

World  evangelism  leader  insists 
UMs  lag  on  giving  special  emphasis 


needs  to  feel  like  it  is  their  program,  not 
just  the  12  involved,"  she  said.  "Those  12 
are  leading  the  way  for  12  more.” 

Bishop  Wilke  noted  that  priorities 
among  pastors  and  students  might  have 
to  change  to  find  time  to  commit  them¬ 
selves  to  the  study. 

Very  few  people  have  five  or  six  “ex¬ 
tra  hours"  in  their  week,  he  said,  but  the 
results  would  be  rewarding. 

He  said  that  a  minister’s  preaching 
would  almost  certainly  improve. 

"What  a  well  to  dig  from,”  he  said,  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  additional  hours  spent  in 
study  of  the  Scriptures. 

Bishop  Wilke  noted  that  pastors  would 
likely  take  on  a  more  apostolic  approach 
to  their  ministry  in  addition  to  seeing  a 
“plan  for  congregational  vitality.”  That’s 
because  of  the  lay  leadership  that  would 
arise  from  some  “Disciple”  students. 

He  also  spoke  about  the  rewards  of  lay 
involvement  in  the  study:  a  new  sense  of 
direction,  an  upsurge  of  lay  leadership 
and  a  sense  of  accomplishment. 


The  $800  "setup”  cost  for  a  church  to 
begin  using  “Disciple”  has  concerned 
some  people. 

“We  don't  want  this  to  be  out  of  the 
hands  of  churches  that  want  it,"  said  the 
Rev.  Claude  Young,  a  vice  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 
He  said  that  the  publishing  house  would 
probably  begin  making  some  scholarships 
available  for  churches  that  proved  a  de¬ 
sire  for  the  study  and  a  financial  need. 

He  noted  that  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Sheldon,  Iowa,  has  set  up  a 
scholarship  program  that  provides  par¬ 
tial  payment  for  smaller  churches  to  be¬ 
gin  the  Bible  study. 

More  than  800  people  from  448 
churches  are  signed  up  for  remaining 
training  sessions  in  Chicago;  Atlanta;  Bal¬ 
timore;  Charlotte,  N.C.;  Kansas  City,  Mo.; 
and  Portland,  Ore.,  through  early  August. 

Even  though  the  Dallas  training  ses¬ 
sion  was  filled,  space  is  available  in  each 
remaining  session,  publishing  house  offi¬ 
cials  said.  Information  is  available  at 
(800)  672-1789. 


Source  Princeton  Religion  Research  Center 
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Survey  finds  opinion 
of  TV  preachers  falls 


By  COLUM  LYNCH 
Religious  News  Service 

Most  Americans  think  TV  evangelists 
are  untrustworthy,  dishonest,  insincere, 
uncaring  and  don’t  have  a  “special  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God,”  according  to  a  recent 
Gallup  survey. 

Comparing  1987  results  with  a  similar 
survey  conducted  in  1980,  the  new  poll 
showed  sharp  opinion  reversals. 

Rating  individual  evangelists  in  a  re¬ 
lated  survey,  respondents  expressed  the 
same  increased  dissatisfaction  and  disil¬ 
lusionment. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Rev.  Billy 
Graham,  all  other  evangelists  in  question 
showed  a  drop  in  favor  since  1980. 

The  results  appeared  in  the  May  issue 
of  "Emerging  Trends,"  a  newsletter  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Gallup  organization’s 
Princeton  Religion  Research  Center  of 
Princeton,  N.J. 

The  figures  demonstrate  that  “the  sex¬ 
ual  and  financial  scandals  that  have 
rocked  the  electronic  church  in  recent 
months  . . .  have  cast  a  long  shadow  over 
many  of  the  nation’s  most  popular  TV 
evangelists  and  the  evangelical  move¬ 
ment  in  general,”  the  report  on  the  find¬ 
ings  said. 

Only  23  percent  of  respondents  to  the 
recent  survey  said  they  thought  TV  evan¬ 
gelists  were  “trustworthy  with  money.” 
Another  63  percent  thought  they  were 
untrustworthy. 

In  1980,  41  percent  of  respondents  felt 
TV  evangelists  could  be  trusted  with 
money. 

Fifty-three  percent  of  those  questioned 


think  TV  preachers  are  dishonest.  Only  26 
percent  thought  so  seven  years  ago. 

The  percentage  of  those  who  believe 
TV  evangelists  “don’t  care  about  people" 
rose  from  21  percent  in  1980  to  38  per¬ 
cent  this  year. 

Fifty-one  percent  think  they  are  insin¬ 
cere.  That  compares  to  25  percent  in  1980. 

And  56  percent  of  the  respondents  feel 
that  TV  evangelists  “do  not  have  a  spe¬ 
cial  relationship  with  God.”  Only  33  per¬ 
cent  thought  so  in  1980. 

Among  the  individual  ratings,  Jim 
Bakker  was  hardest  hit,  drawing  "unfavor¬ 
able”  responses  from  77  percent  of  respon¬ 
dents  in  the  current  survey.  More  than  half 
responded  favorably  to  him  in  1980. 

Others  who  showed  declines  in  popular 
support  since  1980  were  Oral  Roberts, 
the  Rev.  Jimmy  Swaggart,  the  Rev.  M. 
G.  “Pat”  Robertson,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Schuller  and  the  Rev.  Rex  Humbard. 

The  survey  was  taken  before  Mr.  Rob¬ 
erts’  recent  remarks  about  raising  the 
dead. 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  who  was  not 
included  in  the  earlier  survey,  got  a  “fa¬ 
vorable”  response  from  only  38  percent 
of  the  respondents. 

To  the  question,  “Aside  from  how  you 
feel  about  a  presidential  candidate,  how 
likely  would  you  be  to  vote  for  a  born-again 
evangelical  Christian  candidate,”  29  per¬ 
cent  said  they  would  be  less  likely.  In  1980, 
9  percent  said  they  would  be  less  likely. 

Those  indicating  that  the  evangelical 
status  would  make  a  difference  in  their 
voting  decision  rose  by  14  percent  in  the 
1987  poll. 


CLASSIFIED 

SPIRITUAL  LIFE  DIRECTOR/Church  Liaison 
Responsibilities  75%  development  of  spiritual  life 
program  for  emotionally  disturbed  children  and 
youth.  25%  development  of  creative  programming 
and  relationships  with  four  sponsoring  church  de- 
nominations  and  their  congregations  Ordained  pas- 
tor  with  degree  from  accredited  theological 
seminary,  masters  level  preferred.  CPE  and  youth 
work  experience  desired  Supervisory  training  or 
experience  preferred  Proven  ability  to  work  with 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  PRESCHOOL/ Day  Care 
program  for  3,700-member  church  in  Bartlesville. 
Oklahoma  Desire  professional  education  and  experi¬ 
ence  Salary  negotiable  Position  open  this  fall  Call  Se¬ 
nior  Associate  Minister  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155. 

OPEN  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and  Youth  Min¬ 
istry  position  for  1.500-member  church,  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  808  N  Monterey,  Far¬ 
mington.  NM  87401 

disturbed  youth  and  demonstrated  competence  in 
relationships  between  social  service  agency  and 
church  bodies  Starting  salary  range  $28,867  to 
$35, 502/year  Send  resume  to  Alaska  Children's  Ser¬ 
vices,  4600  Abbott  Road.  Anchorage,  AK  99507 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  PART-TIME  POSITION 
available  after  August.  1100-member  Seminole 
Heights  UMC.  Send  resume  to  6111  Central  Ave., 
Tampa,  FL  (813)  236-5931  Chancel,  bell,  youth, 
children's  choirs  Pipe  organ  Apply  now' 

DIRECTOR  MUSIC.  FULL  TIME  Bachelor's  in  mu¬ 

sic  required;  work  with  children,  youth  and  adults  in  a 
traditional,  downtown  church  with  high  quality  music 
Salary  negotiable.  Open  September  1  Resume 
Search  Committee.  High  Street  United  Methodist 
Church.  219  South  High  Street.  Muncie,  IN  47305 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  Rapidly 
growing  2.400-member  urban  church.  3-5  years  ex¬ 
perience.  full  range  grades  6-12.  strong  adminis¬ 
trative  and  creative  program  skills.  UM 
orientation  and  commitment  College  degree  Sala¬ 
ry  with  benefits  negotiable  Resume:  Minister  of 
Nurture,  Trinity  Church.  607  Airport  Road.  SW, 
Huntsville.  AL  35802  July  15 

FULL  TIME  PERSON  TO  DIRECT  the  total  min¬ 
istry  of  music  program  including  handbell  choirs, 
children,  youth  and  adult  choirs,  and  instrumental 
ensembles  for  the  dynamic  and  fast  growing  1,150 
member  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Grape¬ 
vine.  Texas  located  between  Dallas  and  Fort 
Worth  Clergy  or  lay;  salary  negotiable  Open  Au¬ 
gust  1  Contact  Larry  Van  Zile.  422  Church  Street, 
Grapevine.  TX  76051 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRIES  3-5 
years  experience  in  broad-based  children's  Chris¬ 
tian  Education.  Degree  required.  Strong  adminis¬ 
trative  and  creative  program  skills.  A  rapidly 
growing  2,400-member  urban  church.  Salary  with 
benefits  negotiable  Resume:  Minister  of  Nurture. 
Trinity  Church.  607  Airport  Road.  S.W.,  Huntsville, 

AL  35802  September  15 

FOR  SALE  Nine-piece  outdoor  Nativities  com¬ 
plete  $750  Order  before  Aug  15  -  save  $50  Free 
brochure  Shearl  Products,  Rt  1  Melvin,  IL  60952 
Phone  (217)  388-2894 

KALAMAZOO.  MICHIGAN  First  United  Methodist 
Church  with  multiple  staff  seeks  full-time  children 
and  adult  education  director  Also  coordinates  lay 
ministries.  Christian  Education  certification  or  de¬ 
gree  required  Immediate  opening  Send  resume,  be¬ 
lief  statement,  salary/benefit  expectations  to  212 
South  Park  St .  Kalamazoo.  MI  49007 

PART  TIME  ORDAINED  PASTOR  needed  as  visi 
tation  minister  for  rapidly  growing  church.  Write 
to  Mariner  United  Methodist  Church.  7079  Mariner 
Blvd  .Spring  Hill.  FL  34609 
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For  South  African,  evangelism  is  saying  4  we  want  freedom’ 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

ATLANTA— What  does  evangelism  mean  to 
Methodists  who  suffer  every  day  at  the  hands  of 
an  oppressive  government? 

"Evangelism  is  saying,  ‘We  want  our  freedom 
but  not  at  the  cost  of  becoming  non-human  like 
the  government  of  South  Africa.’  ” 

This  was  the  heart  of  the  address  by  the  Rev. 
H  Mvume  Dandala,  general  missionary  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa, 
at  the  Third  International  Seminar  of  the  Insti¬ 
tute  of  World  Evangelism  (see  related  stories 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

“If  we  must  in  the  name  of  Jesus  continue  to 
knock  and  plead,  we  will  do  so,”  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  said.  "But  we  will  not  surrender 
the  image  of  God  in  us.  We  have  been  saved,  and 
on  that  we  will  stand.” 


In  his  address,  titled  "Transformation  for  En¬ 
gagement  in  the  Liberation  Struggle:  A  Mir¬ 
acle,”  Dr.  Dandala,  a  black,  told  seminar 
participants  that  the  "military  might  of  South 
Africa  has  got  to  be  melted  by  the  Gospel  of 
Christ”  if  the  people  of  South  Africa  are  to  be 
liberated  from  an  oppressive  government. 

“For  those  who  do  not  know,  apartheid  was 
formulated  as  a  Christian  doctrine,”  he  said. 

“If  you  go  to  South  Africa,  you  will  find  that 
there  is  no  church  with  a  greater  missionary 
strategy  than  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  And 
in  that  country,  it  is  the  church  that  gave  rise  to 
the  philosophy  of  apartheid. 

“We  cannot  write  off  those  people  as  non- 
Christians.  We  cannot  say  that  they  are  not  au¬ 
thentic,  when  they  tell  us  that  they  have 
experienced  Christ  Jesus  in  their  lives.” 

But,  Dr.  Dandala  said,  Methodists  agonize  under 


the  cross  with  the  question,  "Lord,  in  spite  of  what 
has  happened  in  this  country,  in  the  name  of  Christ 
Jesus  .  .  .  we  want  to  know  does  the  Gospel  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  have  the  capacity  to  trans¬ 
form  the  hearts  of  this  society?" 

Further,  Dr.  Dandala  said  Methodists  were 
asking  if  the  government  of  P.  W.  Botha  could 
experience  real  transformation  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

“In  Christ  Jesus,  we  know  that  there  is  a  way 
to  a  new  life,”  he  said.  “And  in  evangelism  em¬ 
powered  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  church  stands 
out  to  say  to  the  world,  ‘Won’t  you  accept  the 
Savior  for  your  life?  Won’t  you  open  yourself  to 
an  experience  of  freedom  in  Jesus  Christ?’  ” 

Dr.  Dandala  acknowledged  that  some  people 
would  think,  “That’s  easy  for  the  preachers  to 
say  because  they  are  saying  it  on  the  platform  of 
the  pulpit.”  Preachers  don’t  have  to  live  in  the 


“real  world,”  those  people  think. 

“So  what  is  the  practical  implication  that  we 
give  to  the  world?”  he  said.  “It  is  as  we  look  at 
the  practical  implications  of  sins  that  we  begin 
to  see  the  enormity  of  the  challenge  for  a 
changed  life,  both  in  the  hearts  of  men  and  wom¬ 
en  and  in  the  hearts  of  society. 

“What  does  this  mean  to  other  countries  that 
have  this  same  problem?  I’ve  been  sharing  with 
my  brothers  and  sisters  here  (at  the  Institute), 
and  many  have  been  letting  me  know  how  the 
situations  in  their  own  countries  are  just  as  bad 
as  the  situation  in  South  Africa. 

“In  so  many  countries  today  we  face  a  situa¬ 
tion  designed  and  heavily  supported  by  people 
who  claim  to  have  heard  a  genuine  spirit  of  con¬ 
version  ...  of  having  been  touched  by  Christ  Je¬ 
sus. 


Childless  couple  leave  legacy  of  70 
‘kids’  at  two  church-related  schools 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

There’ll  always  be  Webster  kids  at 
Westmar  College  in  LeMars,  Iowa— O. 
K.  and  Ila  Webster's  "kids.” 

That’s  the  remarkable  legacy  fash¬ 
ioned  by  this  childless  couple  from  Sali- 
na,  Kan. 

Over  the  past  50  years,  0.  K.  and  Ila 
have  helped  put  more  than  70  “daugh¬ 
ters”  and  “sons”  through  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Westmar  College  and  through 
predecessor  York  College,  a  United 
Brethren-related  school  in  York,  Neb. 

‘Kids’  come  to  reunion 

Many  of  those  students  gathered  for  a 
“Webster  kids’  reunion”  this  spring  to 
announce  creation  of  another  scholar¬ 
ship,  this  one  honoring  O.  K.  and  Ila.  Mrs. 
Webster  died  in  1985. 

Thelma  Hines  of  Manhattan,  Kan.,  a 
Webster  kid  from  the  1940s,  said  scholar¬ 
ship  pledges  totaled  more  than  $11,000. 

“This  is  a  small  way  to  show  our  love 
and  gratitude  for  the  support  the  Web- 
sters  gave  us,”  said  Mrs.  Hines,  wife  of  a 
Kansas  United  Methodist  district  super¬ 
intendent. 

“Kids”  given  scholarship  support  by  the 
Websters  include  the  owner  of  a  computer 
software  company;  a  pre-school  education 
consultant,  college  professors;  pastors  and 
pastors’  wives;  teachers;  social  workers; 
businessmen  and  homemakers. 

‘We’ve  enjoyed  it’ 

There’s  no  way  to  put  a  price  tag  on 
what  the  Websters  have  contributed  to  stu¬ 
dents  and  their  education,  said  Valda  Em- 
bree,  vice  president  of  Westmar  College’s 
institutional  advancement  program. 

“This  year,  for  example,  there  are  six 
students  on  campus  receiving  $1,000  each” 
as  “Webster  kids,”  Ms.  Embree  said. 

O.  K.,  a  75-year-old  retired  jeweler. 


Lenora  Terrill 

...  Che  first  of  the  Webster  kids 

told  the  Reporter  that  he  and  his  wife 
“just  did  what  we  thought  we  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  do.” 

“And  we’ve  enjoyed  it.  We  just  felt  it 
was  a  good  thing,”  O.  K.  said.  “We  hope  it 
will  inspire  others  to  do  the  same  thing.” 

Explaining  the  origin  of  the  program, 
he  said,  “Ila  taught  me  to  look  and  listen 
for  other  peoples'  needs  and  then  help. 
She  loved  to  help  others.” 

Tom  Chaplin,  a  Webster  kid  from  the 
1970s,  said,  "They  got  a  lot  of  pleasure 
out  of  helping  people. 

“The  first  thing  we  ever  talked  about 
together  was  all  the  kids  they  had  been 
involved  with.  They  remembered  every 
one  by  first  name.” 


Some  years,  O.  K.  and  Ila  aided  just 
one  Westmar  student.  Other  years,  sev¬ 
eral  were  helped  with  tuition,  board  and 
room,  books,  clothes  and  transportation. 

O.  K.  and  Ila  didn’t  just  provide  schol¬ 
arships. 

“They  played  the  part  of  parents  just 
perfectly,”  said  70-year-old  Lenora  Ter¬ 
rill.  She  was  the  first  Webster  kid  in  1937 
when  O.  K.  and  Ila  were  scarcely  older 
than  she. 

From  the  very  beginning,  the  “kids” 
found  a  mother  In  Ila.  In  fact,  it  wasn't 
uncommon  for  Ila  to  make  clothes  for 
her  “kids.” 

Wardrobe  advice  given 

Mrs.  Terrill  recalled,  “She  went 
through  my  wardrobe  and  said,  ‘I  think 
you’ll  need  this  and  you’ll  need  that.’  She 
didn’t  do  anything  extravagant,  but  she 
helped  me  so  I  would  be  adequately 
dressed. 

“I  didn’t  go  back  the  next  year.  I 
couldn’t  imagine  how  I  was  ever  going  to 
repay  them.” 

She  said  she  had  given  that  same  ex¬ 
planation  to  O.  K.  and  Ila  more  than  45 
years  later. 

"When  I  told  her  that,”  Mrs.  Terrill 
said.  “Ila  tossed  her  head  back  and  said, 
‘Didn’t  you  know?  We  didn’t  want  it 
back;  we  just  wanted  you  to  pass  it  on.’  ” 
O.  K.  told  the  Reporter,  “We  give  it  to 
them  no  strings  attached.” 

If  Ila  was  the  kids’  motherly  confidant, 
O.  K.  was  their  kindly,  plain-spoken  fa¬ 
ther  figure. 

Westmar’s  Dr.  Robert  Herrick,  who 
returned  to  his  alma  mater  as  a  sociolo¬ 
gy  professor,  came  to  know  O.  K.  and  Ila 
as  a  Webster  “kid”  during  his  first  se¬ 
mester  at  United  Theological  Seminary 
in  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  1953. 

“It  was  always  the  Websters  plural 
he  said. 


ft 


WELCOME  TO  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  SOUND 
OF  THE  2 1ST  CENTURY 

WITH 

A  TRIBUTE  TO  FANNY  J.  CROSBY 

(Hour  and  One-Half  Cassette  Tape  Now  Available) 


For  more  than  120  years  Christians  have  been  inspired  and  uplifted  while  singing  the  songs  written 
by  Fanny  J.  Crosby.  This  famous,  blind  hymn  writer  was  born  on  March  24,  1820.  Shortly  after  her 
birth  a  country  doctor  mistakenly  applied  medication  to  her  eyes  and  she  became  blind  for  the  rest  of 
her  ninety-five  years.  It  is  no  wonder  that  her  hymns  are  filled  with  references  to  light,  sight, 
brightness  and  tears. 

She  wrote  for  many  composers,  but  William  H.  Doane  was  the  man  who  set  so  many  of  her  poems 
to  music.  In  1 868,  Mr.  Doane  came  to  her  requesting  that  she  write  a  hymn  on  the  subject  of  being 
safe  with  Jesus.  While  he  waited  Miss  Crosby  wrote  a  complete  poem  in  less  than  half  an  hour.  This 
poem  became  her  first  nationally  successful  song  “Safe  In  the  Arms  of  Jesus.”  Even  today  this 
lady’s  song  titles  read  like  a  hit  parade  of  religious  music.  Tillit  S.  Teddlie  called  her  third  verse  of 
“Rescue  the  Perishing”  the  best  verse  ever  written.  Although  she  did  not  begin  her  hymn  writing 
career  until  after  the  age  of  forty,  she  produced  more  than  eight  thousand  hymns.  Miss  Crosby  passed 
away  on  February  12,  1915.  William  H.  Doane  died  on  December  24th  of  the  same  year. 

With  these  songs  written  by  Fanny  J.  Crosby,  we  now  introduce  our  new  good  night  series  —  a 
totally  new  sound  in  congregational  singing.  All  28  songs  on  this  IV2  hour  MAXELL  cassette  tape  are 
led  by  Ray  Walker  and  include  the  following^ 

SIDE  I 

•BLESSED  ASSURANCE 
•ALL  THE  WAY  MY  SAVIOR  LEADS  ME 
•A  WONDERFUL  SAVIOR 
•JESUS  IS  TENDERLY  CALLING 
•I  AM  THINE,  OH  LORD 
•HIDE  ME,  OH  MY  SAVIOR 
•JESUS,  KEEP  ME  NEAR  THE  CROSS 
•TO  THE  WORK 
•RESCUE  THE  PERISHING 
•TO  GOD  BE  THE  GLORY 
•CLOSE  TO  THEE 
•PASS  ME  NOT 
•HOLD  THOU  MY  HAND 
•TAKE  THE  WORLD,  BUT  GIVE  ME  JESUS 

fennessee  ennie  f  or6 

I  truly  believe  that  this  album  by  Ray  Walker  will  enrich  your  life. 

To  count  Ray  as  one  of  my  friends  is  very  meaningful  to  me.  I  ' 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  working  with  Ray  on  several  different 
occasions,  since  he  is  the  bass  with  The  Jordanaires. 

This  special  commemorative  recording  consists  of  a  double  album  —  on  one  cassette  tape  ”  ^on* 
taining  volumes  I  and  II  of  our  new  good  night  congregational  singing  series.  This  special  introductory 
offer,  a  $13.96  value,  is  priced  at  only  $8.95.  Be  one  of  the  first  in  your  congregation  to  have  one  by 
completing  the  order  form  below.  To  hear  it  is  an  experience  you  will  want  to  share  with  others. 


SIDE  II 

•I  SHALL  KNOW  HIM 
•REDEEMED 
•WILL  YOU  COME? 

•‘TIS  THE  BLESSED  HOUR  OF  PRAYER 
•WILL  JESUS  FIND  US  WATCHING? 

•  PRAISE  HIM!  PRAISE  HIM! 

•TELL  ME  THE  STORY  OF  JESUS 
•THOUGH  YOUR  SINS  BE  AS  SCARLET 
•SAFE  IN  THE  ARMS  OF  JESUS 
•THE  HALF  I  CANNOT  TELL 
•SAVIOR,  MORE  THAN  LIFE  TO  ME 
•WELCOME  FOR  ME 
•SPEED  AWAY 

•SOMEDAY  THE  SILVER  CORD  WILL  BREAK 


DALLAS  CHRISTIAN  SOUND 
P.  O.  BOX  796072 
DALLAS,  TEXAS  75379 


Please  send . 
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“A  TRIBUTE  TO  FANNY  J.  CROSBY” 
Enclosed  is  $8.95  each. 
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PHOTOS  COURTESY  OF  WESTMAR  COLLEGE 

LE  MARS,  Iowa— Retired  Salina,  Kan.,  businessman  O.K.  Webster  lis¬ 
tens  as  one  of  the  “Webster  kids”— Thelma  Hines  of  Manhattan,  Kan.— an¬ 
nounces  creation  of  a  scholarship  honoring  him  and  his  late  wife,  Ila. 
During  the  past  50  years  the  Websters,  who  had  no  children  of  their  own, 
have  helped  put  more  than  70  of  their  “kids”  through  schools  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  two  of  its  predecessor  bodies. 


-  Life  Time  Guarantee  On  All  Dallas  Christian  Sound  Tapes.  Not  Available  in  Stores  — 


Joan  Franklin,  a  Webster  kid  from  the 
1960s,  said,  “Ila  was  exceedingly  percep¬ 
tive.  She  would  encourage  you  to  believe 
the  best  about  yourself  and  achieve  your 
potential. 

“O.  K.  was  an  active  person,  always 
doing,  always  busy.  He  related  to  stu¬ 
dents  by  doing  things  with  them.” 

Several  of  the  Webster  kids  remember 
O.  K.’s  backyard  as  a  neighborhood  play¬ 
ground  with  a  “big  barn  where  he  made 
trucks,  go-carts— things  that  kids  could 
ride.” 

At  first,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webster  chose 
United  Brethren  Church  members  as  re¬ 
cipients  of  their  scholarship  aid.  When 
that  church  merged  with  the  Evangelical 
Church,  their  gifts  went  to  young  people 
from  the  Evangelical  United  Brethern 
Church  and  finally  to  today’s  United 
Methodist  Church  students. 

The  scholarships  have  helped  the  two 


schools— York  and  Westmar— too. 

Mr.  Chaplin,  now  owner  of  a  computer 
software  company  in  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.  said 
the  Websters’  offer  to  help  influenced  his 
decision  to  attend  Westmar,  even  though 
he  had  considered  other  schools. 

“That  somebody  thought  highly 
enough  of  Westmar  to  give  a  stranger 
money  to  go  there  probably  played  the 
most  influential  part  in  my  decision  to 
go  there,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Chaplin.recently  gave  the  college 
a  gift  that  resulted  in  Westmar’s  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  16  computers  valued  at  $47,554— 
an  unexpected  bonus  accruing  from  the 
Websters’  support. 

As  O.  K.  pointed  out,  “Tom  Chaplin 
gave  more  than  we  ever  spent  on  him. 
Who  knows  what  good  these  kids  will  do 
and  what  contributions  they’ll  make? 

“It’s  a  chain  reaction.  It’ll  go  on  long 
after  we’re  gone.” 


Now  brothers  and  sisters,  sin  comes  in 
many  guises.  Yes,  it  shows  itself  in  the  lives  of 
men  and  women,  but  also  it  does  come  in  the 
guise  of  religion.” 

Among  those  “guises,”  he  said,  are  incidents 
of  racism  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
United  States. 

"The  key  of  the  matter  is  these  people  have 
done  what  they  have  done  in  the  name  of  Christ 
Jesus,”  Dr.  Dandala  said.  "And  that  is  the  most 
hurting  thing.” 

But  the  best  way  to  deal  with  these  problems 
is  through  non-violent  methods,  he  said. 

"When  we  talk  evangelism,  we  are  saying 
quite  conclusively,  in  our  land  that  no  corridors 
will  be  avoided,”  he  said.  “The  spirit  has  got  to 
help  us  struggle  with  those  prejudices  and  see 
through  them  and  create  a  real  family  of  God. 

Permanent 
diaconate 
reaffirmed 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
SCHILLER  PARK,  Ill  — A  Commis¬ 
sion  for  the  Study  of  United  Methodist 
Ministry  recently  reaffirmed  for  the 
third  time  its  commitment  to  a  perma^ 
nent  order  of  deacon  in  the  church  which 
would  have  “service”  as  its  primary  fo¬ 
cus. 

During  its  next-to-last  meeting,  the  31- 
member  commission  also  agreed  to  ask 
the  General  Conference  to  continue  the 
commission  for  another  four  years  with 
the  same  members  plus  some  to  be  add¬ 
ed  to  fill  vacancies  and  guarantee  broad¬ 
er  ethnic  minority  participation. 

The  commission  at  its  final  meeting  in 
August  will  finalize  a  report  to  the  1988 
General  Conference. 

Delegates  to  that  policymaking  body 
will  be  asked  to  commend  the  report  to 
the  church  for  continued  study  and  to  the 
commission  for  further  development. 

“We  simply  have  not  had  time  to  deal 
in  depth  with  many  critical  issues  before 
us,”  said  Ruth  Daugherty,  West  Chester, 
Pa.,  chairperson  of  the  commission  cre¬ 
ated  by  the  1984  General  Conference. 

Early  in  its  latest  session  the  commis¬ 
sion  considered  asking  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  approve  in  principle  the  concept 
of  a  permanent  diaconate. 

That  idea,  however,  met  strong  resis¬ 
tance  from  representatives  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  and  others. 

While  their  present  position  calls  for  a 
permanent  diaconate,  members  agreed 
that  in  the  new  quadrennium  they  would 
be  open  to  other  possibilities. 

The  1984  General  Conference  asked 
the  commission  to  conduct  a  broad  and 
comprehensive  study  of  the  church’s  his¬ 
torical  and  contemporary  theological,  un¬ 
derstandings  of  ministry  with  special 
emphasis  on  ordination,  its  relation  to 
the  sacraments,  meaning  of  itineracy 
and  the  nature  of  conference  member¬ 
ship. 

Ms.  Daugherty  said  the  commission 
has  not  dealt  with  the  permanent  diaco¬ 
nate  in  isolation. 

“We  have  tried  to  look  at  ministry  as  a 
whole,”  she  said. 


me  suiuidismp  nave  ucipcu  iuc  mu  auci  ncit  juir..  - ■ 

Membership  study  finds  paradoxes 

„ J  w-.i (i.*  mnnternarts.  they  also  decline  more,  es-  to  support  the  notion  that  staffing  issues 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  United  Methodist 
Church  would  have  1  million  more  mem¬ 
bers  today  if  all  its  congregations  had 
grown  as  fast  as  the  235  which  have 
more  than  2,000  members  each. 

Membership  trends  among  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  largest  congregations  are  ex¬ 
amined  in  a  recent  issue  of  “Discipleship 
Trends,”  a  bi-monthly  newsletter  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Office  of  Research  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman,  director 
of  the  office,  conducted  a  study  which  ex¬ 
plored  membership  trends  in  churches  of 
various  sizes. 

While  the  research  on  large  churches 
was  described  as  inconclusive,  Dr.  Hart¬ 
man  said  one  paradox  uncovered  is  that 
churches  with  2,000  members  gained  sig¬ 
nificantly  while  the  next  smallest  cate¬ 
gory — those  between  1,500  and  2,000 — 
dropped  significantly. 

The  only  churches  that  gained  mem¬ 
bers  besides  the  largest  congregations 
were  the  smallest  churches— those  with 
fewer  than  50  members,  Dr.  Hartman  re¬ 
ported. 

The  statistics  have  researchers  baf¬ 
fled.  Not  only  do  large-membership 
churches  grow  more  than  their  smaller 


counterparts,  they  also  decline  more,  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  second  largest  church 
size. 

In  an  effort  to  solve  the  mystery,  Dr. 
Hartman  studied  four  popular  theories 
on  why  churches  with  more  than  2,000 
members  grow  while  those  between 
1,500  and  2,000  decline.  Under  Dr.  Hart¬ 
man’s  microscope,  each  theory  was  dis¬ 
counted. 

Membership  growth  and  decline  are 
partially  determined  by  demography,  ac¬ 
cording  to  one  theory.  After  applying 
several  factors  including  community 
populations,  socioeconomics,  and  family, 
age  and  gender  distributions,  the  re¬ 
searcher  concluded  that  membership 
was  not  exclusively  affected  by  demog¬ 
raphy. 

Another  theory  holds  that  staffing  is  a 
problem  for  churches  with  fewer  than 
2,000  members  due  to  uncertainty  about 
the  division  of  responsiblities  and  staff 
roles  and  the  recruitment  and  training  of 
volunteer  or  part-time  assistance. 

By  the  time  churches  have  reached  the 
2,000-or-more  category,  many  of  those 
problems  have  been  resolved  and  a  capa¬ 
ble  professional  and  volunteer  staff  is  in 
place,  according  to  this  theory.  However, 
Mr.  Hartman  claims  there  is  no  evidence 


to  support  the  notion  that  staffing  issues 
affect  membership  growth  and  decline. 

He  concludes,  “Our  data  do  not  con¬ 
tain  any  information  that  would  lead  us 
to  believe  that  staffing  issues  are  largely 
responsible  for  the  (growth-decline)  ten¬ 
dency  in  churches.” 

Dr.  Hartman  puts  little  stock  into  an¬ 
other  theory  which  credits  longer  pasto¬ 
ral  tenures  for  the  growth  of  churches 
with  2,000  or  more  members.  The  overall 
United  Methodist  pattern  shows  a  slight 
increase  in  pastoral  tenures  with  each 
increment  in  church  membership  size. 

As  a  group,  churches  with  the  fewest 
members  have  the  shortest  pastoral  ten¬ 
ures  and  churches  with  the  most  mem¬ 
bers  tend  to  have  the  longest  pastoral 
tenures. 

The  final  theory  asserts  that  people 
are  attracted  to  larger  churches  because 
they  can  offer  more  programs  and  activ¬ 
ities  than  smaller  ones.  Again  new  data 
disagree. 

Dr.  Hartman  found  that  churches  with 
2,000  or  more  members  do  have  steadily 
increasing  program  offerings  but 
churches  in  the  next  smaller  category  of¬ 
fer  more  Sunday  School  classes  and  oth¬ 
er  small  group  activities. 


the  church  today 


Church  and  Society  head 
not  seeking  re-election 

WASHINGTON  — Dr.  Haviland  C. 
Houston,  general  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  for  the  past  five-and- 
a-half  years,  is  not  seeking  re-election  to 
the  post. 

The  board’s  chairman,  Bishop  William 
B.  Grove  (West  Virginia  Area),  who  in¬ 
formed  board  members  of  Dr.  Houston’s 
decision  by  letter  June  18,  appointed 
Bishop  Leontine  Kelly  (San  Francisco 
Area)  to  head  a  search  committee  to  find 
a  successor. 

Dr.  Houston  said  she  had  honored  a 
commitment  made  to  the  agency  at  the 
time  of  her  election  in  January  1982  to 
complete  a  five-year  term. 

Ohio  theological  school 
to  offer  rural-church  focus 

DELAWARE,  Ohio— A  program  de¬ 
signed  to  prepare  pastors  for  ministry  in 


rural  areas  will  be  offered  at  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio  for  the  1987- 
88  school  year,  said  the  Rev.  Norman 
Dewire,  school  president. 

The  United  Methodist-related  school,  a 
founder  of  the  Center  for  Town  and  Ru¬ 
ral  Ministries,  will  offer  a  course  of 
study— Rural  Ministries  Specialization— 
which  focuses  on  issues  confronting  the 
rural  church  and  its  work. 


High  court  rules  churches 
may  continue  bases  of  hiring 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)— The  Supreme 
Court  ruled  unanimously  June  24  that 
Congress  did  not  violate  the  Constitution 
15  years  ago  when  it  exempted  churches 
from  complying  with  a  federal  ban  on 
job  discrimination  based  on  religion, 
even  when  the  job  is  non-religious  in  na¬ 
ture. 

Writing  for  five  of  the  nine  members 
of  the  court,  Justice  Byron  R.  White 
quoted  from  another  church-state  deci¬ 


sion  earlier  in  the  current  term:  “This 
court  has  long  recognized  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  may  (and  sometimes  must)  ac¬ 
commodate  religious  practices  and  that 
it  may  do  so  without  violating  the  Estab¬ 
lishment  Clause.” 

Mother-daughter  ordination 
thought  to  be  a  first 

FULLERTON,  Calif.  (RNS)— A  joint 
mother-daughter  ordination,  thought  to 
be  the  first  such  event  in  the  history  of 
Christianity,  took  place  June  28. 

Elaine  Schoepf,  27,  and  her  mother 
Gayle,  57,  were  both  ordained  to  the  min¬ 
istry  during  ceremonies  at  Fullerton’s 
First  Christian  Church,  a  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  congrega¬ 
tion. 

The  Rev.  Jane  Hopkins,  an  associate 
regional  administrator  for  the  Disciples, 
said  the  denomination’s  research  showed 
this  to  be  the  first  time  a  mother  and 
daughter  had  been  ordained  during  the 
same  ceremony. 
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Greetings  to  each  of  you  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ! 
Nancy  and  I  are  glad  to  be  a  part  of  this  great  conference.  We  look  forward 
to  working  with  you  in  the  ministry  of  Christ  which  is  given  to  each  one  of 
us. 

I  have  decided  to  call  these  thoughts,  which  I  plan  to  share  with  you  from 
time  to  time,  “On  The  Way.”  It  comes  from  the  picture  presented  by  Luke  in 
chapter  24:13-35,  where  the  Risen  Christ  joins  two  disciples  on  their  way  to 
the  small  village  of  Emmaus. 

It  reminds  us  that  the  church  is  a  community  of  people  who  have  commit¬ 
ted  themselves  to  walk  the  journey  of  faith  together.  We  are  those  “On  The 
Way"  who  are  learning  to  live  by  love.  Elizabeth  O’Conner,  in  her  book,  The 
New  Community,  says  these  words  about  learning  to  be  persons  in  commu¬ 
nity  with  other  persons:  “This  is  the  most  creative  and  difficult  work  to 
which  any  of  us  will  ever  be  called.  There  is  no  higher  achievement  in  all 
the  world  than  to  be  a  person  in  community,  and  this  is  the  call  of  every 
Christian.” 

Paul  M.  Dietterich,  in  his  book,  Endings  and  Beginnings,  says:  “The  spiri¬ 
tual  journey  is  a  corporate  journey  as  well  as  an  individual  journey.  The 
transformation  of  the  institutional  church  is  a  corporate  process.”  A  part  of 
our  inward  journey  is  helping  the  church  become  a  more  caring  and  loving 
community.  May  the  Risen  Christ  help  us  manifest  more  fully  the  quality  of 
relationships  that  are  found  in  His  Presence  —  “On  The  Way.” 


On  Ohe  Way 


Four  Ministers  Study  at  Centenary 


Four  United  Methodist  ministers  from 
throughout  the  state  of  Louisiana  have 
been  chosen  as  Centenary  College’s  1987- 
88  Ministerial  Fellows. 

Deborah  Drash,  Kenneth  Fisher, 
Steven  Kelly  and  Carol  Susan  Winn  have 
been  selected  to  come  to  campus  as  the 
guests  of  Centenary  for  a  week  of  study 
with  all  college  resources  available  to 
them. 

Rev.  Drash  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge  will  study  “Exploring  the  AIDS 
Crisis:  Pastoral,  Prophetic  and  Theologi¬ 
cal  Models  of  Response.”  Rev.  Drash  has 
been  designated  by  the  Pastoral  Care  Of¬ 
fice  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Hospital  as 
one  of  the  few  pastors  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  area  who  have  agreed  to  minister 
to  AIDS  patients  and  their  families. 

Rev.  Fisher,  pastor  of  St.  Mark  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge  will  explore  “The  Pastor 


as  a  Professional:  Ethical  Conduct  and 
Proper  Protocol.”  Fisher  is  a  1970  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Centenary  College  and  a  member 
of  its  board  of  trustees. 

“The  Role  of  Women  in  the  First  Cen¬ 
tury  Church:  The  Hidden  Matriarchy,” 
will  be  the  topic  of  Rev.  Kelly,  associate 
pastor  of  Henning  Memorial  UMC  in  Sul¬ 
phur.  This  will  be  a  continuation  of  study 
hoihaym^it  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
Rev.  Kelly  is  a  1980  graduate  of  Centenary. 

Pastor  of  the  Winbourne-Istrouma 
charge,  Carol  Susan  Winn,  will  explore 
"Methodism,  Fundamentalism  and  the 
Stages  of  Faith  Development."  A  gradu¬ 
ate  of  LSU,  she  attended  seminary  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

The  Ministerial  Fellows  Program  is 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Office  of 
Church  Relations  at  Centenary,  Mark 
Simmons,  director. 


Pictured  are  Dr.  H.  A.  (Peter)  Harrington  and  Rev.  John  Downs,  pastors  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe.  The  church  recently  celebrated  Heritage 
Sunday  with  all-day  activities  centered  around  the  rediscovery  of  our  Wesleyan 
roots.  The  pastors  are  seen  with  a  fully-functioning  1901  Oldsmobile,  and  both  are 
wearing  Wesleyan  clerical  tabs  of  the  period.  The  Sunday  School  and  worship  hours 
focused  upon  special  materials,  videos,  lectures  and  discussions  related  to  our 
unique  heritage. 
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UMW  Attend  Christian  School  of  Mission 


Fourteen  members  of  the  Louisiana  | 
Conference  attended  the  1987  West  Gulf 
Regional  School  of  Christian  Mission. 
The  annual  school  was  held  at  Oklahoma 
City  University,  June  15-19.  Attending 
were  349  officers  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  for  the  17  conferences  in  Arkan¬ 
sas,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Missouri,  Ne¬ 
braska,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma  and 
Texas.  The  United  Methodist  Women 
studied,  worshipped  and  received  up¬ 
dates  on  leadership  responsibilities  and 
current  issues.  The  study  topics  for  the 
1987  School  were  “The  Acts  of  the  Apos¬ 
tles,”  “People  and  Churches  of  the 
USSR,"  and  “Toward  Health  and  Whole¬ 
ness.”  The  Dean  of  the  Regional  School 
was  Marcia  Fitzner  of  Estancia,  New 
Mexico. 

The  fourteen  United  Methodist  Women 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference  attending 
the  Regional  School  were  Janelle 
McCammon,  Betty  Ferrington,  Sally 
Turner,  Judith  Rountree,  Lynn  Foil, 
Georgie  Dunbar,  Taylor  Phillips,  Lue- 
burda  Myers,  Pat  Cobb,  Idelle  Simms, 
Gloria  Bennett,  Evelyn  Evans,  Joan 
Songy  and  Ella  Mae  Cluster. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  School  on 
Christian  Missions  will  be  held  July  21-26 
at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport, 
where  the  group  will  study  the  same  top¬ 
ics  that  were  discussed  at  the  Regional 
School. 

The  Dean  of  the  Conference  School  is 
Evelyn  Evans  of  Natchitoches,  La.  and 
the  assistant  dean  is  Taylor  Evans. 

The  School  of  Christian  Mission  is  or¬ 
ganized  to  provide  the  opportunity  for 
experiencing  warm  Christian  fellowship, 
intellectually  challenging  study  and  in- 
depth  spiritual  nurture. 

The  theme  for  the  Conference  School 


is  “Removing  Barriers,  Seeking  Whole¬ 
ness."  The  theme  is  set  to  remind  that  as 
the  earliest  Christian  community  strug¬ 
gled  with  internal  controversy  and  exter- 
nal  pressures,  “we  too  struggle  to 
overcome  the  barriers  that  are  physical 
and  psychological.  As  we  recognize  the 
differences  in  our  world’s  societies,  we 
realize  that  all  are  more  alike  than  they 
are  different.” 

The  first  study  topic,  “Toward  Health 
and  Wholeness"  is  the  general  theme  de¬ 
veloped  by  the  Program  Committee  on 
Education  for  Mission.  The  purpose  of 
this  study  is  to  help  those  attending  be¬ 
come  the  persons  they  are  intended  to  be 


by  achieving  a  deeper  understanding  of 
the  biblical  and  theological  concepts  of 
health  and  wholeness,  and  to  develop  an 
awareness  of  the  world  health  situation 
and  alternative  approaches  to  health  and 
health  care  systems. 

The  second  discussion  topic  is  “Peo¬ 
ples  and  Churches  of  the  USSR,”  which  is 
the  geographical  theme  developed  by  the 
Program  Committee  on  Education  for 
Mission.  The  study  will  proceed  from 
three  basic  stances:  that  the  perspective 
of  the  study  will  be  the  church;  that  the 
USSR  society,  like  all  other  societies,  has 
both  positive  and  negative  aspects  to  it; 
and  that  the  desire  to  underscore  com¬ 


mon  bonds  among  people  will  be  the  key 
in  the  materials. 

“The  Acts  of  the  Apostles”  is  the  third 
lecture  topic.  It  is  the  spiritual  growth 
study  for  the  year  and  was  developed  by 
the  Committee  on  Spiritual  and  Theolog¬ 
ical  Concerns  of  the  Women's  Division. 
The  study  of  the  book  of  Acts  offers  the 
opportunity  to  learn  about  the  earliest 
years  of  the  history  of  the  church  as  a 
Spirit-led  community  facing  questions 
about  its  identity  and  mission.  It  will  en¬ 
courage  those  in  attendance  to  contem¬ 
plate  what  the  experiences  of  the 
earliest  Christian  community  may  teach 
us  about  the  nature  and  task  of  the 
church  today. 


Pictured  are  some  of  the  Louisiana  UMW  members  who  attended  the  Regional  School  of  Mission  at  Oklahoma  City  Universi¬ 
ty.  Standing,  from  I  to  r:  Ella  Mae  Custer.  Gloria  Bennett,  Pat  Cobb,  Betty  Ferrington.  Sally  Turner,  Judith  Rountree.  Janelle 
McCammon,  Lynn  Foil  and  Lueburda  Myers.  Seated  from  1  to  r:  Evelyn  Evans  and  Taylor  Phillips. 


Bishop  Dixon  Announces  Taylor  as  New  Gulf  side  Assembly  Director 


Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.,  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  Chairp&f25H  AfWI#  Board  of  Gulfside 
Assembly,  Waveland,  Mississippi,  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  naming  of  Dr.  Wendell  P  C. 
Taylor,  Jackson,  Miss.,  as  Interim  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Methodist  assembly  on 
the  Gulf  Coast.  Dr.  Taylor’s  service  be¬ 
gan  June  1,  1987.  He  succeeds  the  Rev. 
Warren  Booker. 

Bishop  Dixon  described  Dr.  Taylor’s 
responsibilities  in  the  interim  director¬ 
ship  as  overseeing  the  progress  of  physi¬ 
cal  facility  renovation  projects  underway 
on  the  assembly  grounds,  coordinating 
planning  for  an  August  1987  Gulfside 
Reunion  and  working  with  a  joint  com¬ 
mittee  representing  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  Council  on  Ministries  and 
the  Gulfside  Board  to  project  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  program  for  Gulfside.  Dr.  Is¬ 
rael  Rucker,  on  the  SEJ  Council  staff, 
will  convene  the  program  committee. 

“We  are  pleased  that  Wendell  is  mak¬ 
ing  himself  available  for  this  service," 
Bishop  Dixon  said.“He  has  had  a  long, 
distinguished  career  in  the  church,  and  I 
am  pleased  that  he  is  accepting  this  re¬ 
sponsibility  on  an  interim  basis.”  Dr. 
Taylor  has  served  a  number  of  outstand¬ 
ing  pastorates  in  the  Mississippi  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  has  served  as  a  District 
Superintendent.  He  is  now  retired  and 
presently  is  pastor  of  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  a  bi- 
racial  congregation. 


Since  the  formation  of  Gulfside  As- 
'  sembly  in  1923,  oft  I32~acrfeS4on  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Gulf  Coast,  Gulfside  has  served 
the  church  as  a  retreat  center,  a  training 
facility  for  clergy,  a  meeting  site  for  An¬ 
nual  Conference  sessions  and  a  spiritual 
home  for  countless  persons.  Many  young 
men  who  attended  the  boy’s  school  in  the 
early  days  of  the  assembly,  became  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  churches  of  the  former  Central 
Jurisdiction  and  other  jurisdictions  of 
the  church. 

Gulfside  has  experienced  near  total 
devastation  on  two  occasions.  In  1947,  a 
tidal  wave  left  the  Gulfside  facilities  in 
shambles.  Hurricane  Camille  in  1969  de¬ 
stroyed  some  of  the  buildings  and  se¬ 
verely  damaged  the  rest.  On  both  these 
occasions,  Gulfside,  through  the  faith 
and  faithful  support  of  church  people,  re¬ 
fused  to  die  and  was  reborn  for  contin¬ 
ued  service. 

Present  facilities  include  Harry  Hoo- 
sier  Hall,  the  chapel/auditorium  build¬ 
ing,  a  director’s  home,  Longmore  Inn, 
the  main  dormitory/dining  building, 
Jones  Hall,  which  houses  classroom  and 
meeting  space,  and  the  E.  A.  Mays  Re¬ 
treat  Center.  Longmore  Inn  is  undergo¬ 
ing  extensive  renovation  now,  using 
funds  of  nearly  $130  thousand,  made 
available  through  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  entire  downstairs  floor  of 
Longmore  is  being  rebuilt  including  the 
dining  hall  and  will  provide  facilities 


comparable  in  quality  to  commercial 
motels  and  hotels. 

Dr.  Taylor  said  that  Gulfside  is  a  vital 
part  of  the  United  Methodist  heritage, 
from  its  service  within  the  former  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  to  the  present  relation¬ 
ship  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 
“Heritage  is  a  terrible  thing  to  lose,"  Dr. 


Taylor  said,  "and  Gulfside  is  so  strategi¬ 
cally  located  for  ministry,  that  we  are 
determined  to  insure  that  Gulfside  con¬ 
tinues  its  significant  service  to  the 
church.” 

Dr.  Charles  Kellogg  is  Chair  of  a 
search  committee  to  find  a  permanent 
Executive  Director. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Junior  and  Senior  High  Youth  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  celebrated  “Youth  Sunday" 
in  observance  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Youth  Service  Sunday.  The  youth 
served  as  greeters,  ushers,  liturgists,  of¬ 
fered  the  morning  prayer  with  a  special 
Lord’s  prayer  drama  and  the  youth  choir 
sang  a  beautiful  anthem  and  offertory 
selection.  Over  70  young  people  were  in¬ 
volved  in  the  church’s  three  morning 
worship  services. 

The  month  of  May  at  Broadmoor  was 
designated  as  YSF  month.  Through  fund¬ 
raisers,  a  weekly  offering  given  by  youth 
during  the  month  and  a  donation  from  the 


Church,  the  youth  raised  $225  for  YSF. 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  New  Orleans  has  installed  a  TTY 
(typewriter)  telephone  and  Porta  Printer 
machine  in  the  hospital  emergency 
room,  to  give  hearing  or  voice-impaired 
individuals  telephone  access  to  emergen¬ 
cy  and  medical  services.  The  hospital’s 
TTY  phone  number  is  224-5TTY.  By  in¬ 
serting  the  TTY  telephone  receiver  into 
the  Porta  Printer  machine,  Methodist 
Hospital  can  receive  or  send  typed  mes¬ 
sages  via  telephone  to  hearing-  or  voice- 
impaired  individuals  who  possess  similar 


Business  and  Security  Section  have  been 
trained  to  operate  the  TTY  telephone 
and  Porta  Printer. 

*  •  • 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  will  dedicate  their  Hinners 
Tracker  Organ,  Sunday  July  19.  Their 
District  Superintendent,  Dr.  Stone  Cara¬ 
way  will  conduct  the  dedication.  The  Or¬ 
gan  Historic  Society  will  sponsor  the 
dedication  in  conjunction  with  Trinity 
UMC.  Immediately  after  the  dedication, 
a  recital  will  be  presented  by  one  of  the 
nation’s  leading  organists.  A  covered  dish 
dinner  will  be  held  prior  to  the  Dedication 
Service. 

•  *  • 

Included  in  the  Board  of  Laity  report 
to  the  Annual  Conference  was  the  com¬ 
bining  of  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarship  Funds  into  one,  and  an 
announcement  that  the  Fund  would  be 
promoted  more  in  the  coming  year.  Mrs. 
James  (Jane)  Blackwell,  of  Asbury  UMC, 
Lafayette  is  the  new  chairman  of  the 
Scholarship  Fund.  Revised  regulations 
regarding  the  awarding  of  scholarships, 
limits  and  other  rules  will  be  presented 
to  the  Board  of  Laity  for  approval  at  its 
Sept.  12th  meeting. 

•  •  * 

St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Harahan  presented  1776,  “A  Truly  Amer¬ 
ican  Musical”  on  July  2,  3  and  4. 

•  •  • 

St.  James  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Monroe  celebrated  its  119  years  anniver¬ 
sary  on  Sunday,  June  21.  Rev.  Joe 
Brown,  pastor  of  Washington  Chapel 


equipment.  Employees  of  the  hospital 
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The  Youth  Choir  of  Colonial  Hills  United  Methodist  Church  of  San  Antonfi 
sented  the  musical  “THE  WITNESS”  in  June  at  the  Methodist  Home  of  Ne' 
leans.  The  28  voice  choir,  four  instrumentalists  and  their  sponsors  were  led  t 
church’s  youth  director,  Mike  Morrison.  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orlean 
the  group’s  first  in  a  series  of  concerts  in  the  New  Orleans  area. 


UMC  was  the  speaker.  Rev.  Woodrow 
Harmon  Jr.  is  the  pastor  at  St.  James. 

The  Greater  New  Orleans  Methodist 
Men  Fellowship,  an  organization  whose 
purpose  is  to  promote  religious  activity 
and  church  participation  among  the 
Methodist  men  of  the  area,  wish  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  following  donations  they  have 
made:  to  Peoples  Community  Center  of 
New  Orleans,  $600;  to  Ms.  Helen  Wright, 
a  theological  student  studying  at  Gam¬ 
mon  Theological  Seminary,  $200;  to  the 
Raleigh  B.  Johnson  Memorial  Fund  spon¬ 
sored  by  Haven  UMC  of  New  Orleans  to 
help  young  Methodists  pursue  a  religious 
education,  $200. 

The  Senior  High  Youth  Choir  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Sicily  Is¬ 
land  did  a  great  job  on  YSF  Sunday  and 
are  continuing  to  practice  their  musical 
“LOVE  LIFE!”  In  addition  to  a  local  per¬ 
formance  later  this  summer,  they  are 
scheduled  to  be  at  the  FUMC  in  Kirby- 
ville,  TX.,  and  then  they  will  be  heading 
on  to  Astroworld  in  Houston  for  “some 
fun  in  the  sun.”  William  H.  Willis  is  the 
pastor. 

•  •  • 

Davidson  Memorial  UMC  in  Lafayette 
welcomes  Diana  King,  their  summer 
Youth  Director.  Diana  is  a  sophomore  at 
USL  and  is  active  in  the  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion’s  Wes  Club.  She  grew  up  in  the  Cove¬ 
nant  UMC  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Team.  Rev. 
A.  Wayne  Evans  is  the  pastor. 
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Why  should  teens  say  ‘no’  to  alcohol,  drugs?  Grace  opens  windows  of  heaven 

Why  should  young  people  say  “no”  to  TOPIC:  Junior  High— "Why  I  feel  good  ** 


Why  should  young  people  say 
the  use  of  alcohol  and  drugs?  What  wit¬ 
ness  regarding  the  benefits  of  abstinence 
can  Christian  young  people  make  to  their 
peers  and  others? 

The  Reporter  and  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  hope 
to  stimulate  many  answers  to  these  ques¬ 
tions  through  an  essay  contest  for  junior 
high  school  and  senior  high  school  youth. 
Authors  of  the  top  six  essays  will  receive 
cash  awards  ranging  from  $125  to  $750. 

Church  and  Society  board  members 
voted  at  their  spring  meeting  to  co-spon¬ 
sor  the  contest  with  the  Reporter  to  en¬ 
courage  as  many  young  people  as 
possible  to  participate. 

The  Reporter  welcomes  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  promote  such  a  worthwhile  endeav¬ 
or  and  later  to  publish  the  winning 
entries. 

The  initial  inspiration  for  the  contest 
was  a  mandate  to  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  from  our  church's 
1984  General  Conference. 

That  mandate  calls  for  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  to  promote  the  church’s  historical 
emphasis  on  abstinence  from  alcohol  and 
drugs  as  “a  faithful  witness  to  God’s  lib¬ 
erating  and  redeeming  love  for  persons.” 
One  facet  of  that  mandate  is  to  raise  the 
consciousness  of  people  across  the 
church  about  the  benefits  of  an  alcohol- 
free  and  drug-free  lifestyle. 

A  widely  promoted  essay  contest  of¬ 
fers  one  effective  means  of  responding 
to  that  mandate.  Sharing  with  each  other 
in  a  positive  way  from  a  Christian  per¬ 
spective  about  abstinence  is  likely  to  be 
far  more  persuasive  to  teen-agers  than 
getting  “friendly  advice”  on  the  subject 
from  their  elders. 

The  success  of  peer-based  youth  pro¬ 
grams,  such  as  “High  on  Life,"  which 
stress  drug-free  living,  underscores  that 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


YOUTH  AGAINST 
ALCOHOL  &  DRUGS 
ESSAY  CONTEST 


point.  Combined  with  other  aggressive 
church  and  community  education  pro¬ 
grams  and  effective  law  enforcement 
measures,  such  efforts  offer  hope  that 
the  epidemic  of  alcohol  and  drug  abuse 
in  our  society  can  be  reversed. 

Guidelines  and  other  pertinent  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  essay  contest  fol¬ 
low.  We  encourage  Reporter  readers  to 
share  information  about  this  opportunity 
with  family  members,  your  pastor,  Sun¬ 
day-school  teachers  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  Fellowship  leaders— anyone 
who  has  regular  contact  with  your  con¬ 
gregation’s  young  people. 

ESSAY  GUIDELINES 
PURPOSE:  To  offer  junior  high  (grades 
7-9)  and  senior  high  (grades  10-12)  young 
people  an  opportunity  to  share  their  wit¬ 
ness  as  Christians  to  the  benefits  of  ab¬ 
stinence  from  alcohol  and  other 
addictive  drugs. 


TOPIC:  Junior  High— "Why  I  feel  good 
about  saying  no  to  alcohol  and  other 
drugs" 

Senior  High— “Why  it  is  easier  to 
achieve  my  goals  without  alcohol  and 
other  drugs” 

LENGTH:  Junior  High— 350  to  450 
words.  Senior  High— 500  to  1,000  words. 
CONTENT:  Each  essay  must  adhere  to 
the  assigned  topic.  Reference  material,  if 
any,  should  be  listed  at  the  end  of  the  es¬ 
say.  Footnotes  are  not  necessary  unless 
statistical  data  are  presented  or  direct 
quotes  are  used.  Direct  quotations  should 
not  exceed  20  percent  of  the  essay. 
CRITERIA:  Essays  should  reflect  an  ex¬ 
plicitly  Christian  perspective.  Essays 
will  be  judged  on  the  basis  of  content  and 
originality  (40  percent),  style  and  expres¬ 
siveness  (30  percent),  clarity  and  gram¬ 
matical  construction  (20  percent)  and 
neatness  (10  percent). 

PREPARATION:  Submit  three  copies  on 
white  paper  with  1-inch  margins.  Entries 
may  be  either  typewritten  (double¬ 
spaced)  or  neatly  hand-written  in  ink. 
AWARDS:  Junior  High— First,  $500;  sec¬ 
ond,  $250;  third,  $125.  Senior  High- 
First,  $750;  second,  $500;  third,  $300. 
Awards  will  be  presented  during  and/or 
on  the  site  of  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  April  26-May  6,  in  St.  Louis.  Win¬ 
ning  essays  will  be  published  in  a  future 
issue  of  the  Reporter. 

DEADLINE:  All  essays  must  be  post¬ 
marked  no  later  than  Dec.  31,  1987.  Sub¬ 
mit  essays  to  Essay  Contest,  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

Additional  information  and  study  mate¬ 
rials  can  be  obtained  from  the  Reporter 
or  the  Department  of  Human  Welfare, 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
United  Methodist  Church,  100  Maryland 
Ave.,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  20002. 


By  KATHLEEN  KUNZELMAN 

It  was  one  of  those  warm,  hazy  Indian 
Summer  days  in  mid-October  1964  when 
my  husband  suffered  a  fatal  heart  at¬ 
tack.  He  was  49  years  old. 

At  that  point  our  four  children  were 
ages  19, 17, 16  and  10. 

We  had  just  begun  our  second  year  of 
ministry  in  a  small-town  Methodist 
Church  in  middle  Tennessee.  For  the 
nine  months  that  followed,  we  were  with¬ 
out  a  resident  minister. 

The  shock  of  my  husband's  death  left 
me  numb,  and  the  congregation  was 
stunned  with  disbelief. 

The  Sunday  following  his  death,  I  was 
drawn  to  the  morning  worship  service.  I 
did  not  realize  it  then,  but  I  know  now.  It 
was  the  “wooing”  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

I  fell  a  oneness 

I  felt  a  oneness  there,  a  union  with 
touching  and  being  touched  by  God’s  be¬ 
ing  through  the  body  of  Christ.  We  had 
served"  the  body  for  20  years  in  our  annu¬ 
al  conference. 

Our  pulpit  was  filled  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ings  by  the  president  of  a  small  Method¬ 
ist  college  about  30  miles  away.  On 
Sunday  evenings  the  pulpit  was  filled  by 
a  young  minister  who  had  a  circuit  of 
churches  nearby. 

The  shepherd  of  this  flock  was  no  long¬ 
er  there,  but  the  Holy  Spirit  was  in  our 
midst.  I  saw  this  body  of  Christ  come 
alive  as  we  visited  our  hospital  patients 
and  shut-ins,  ministering  wherever  a 
need  was  evident. 

Not  only  that,  but  my  children  and  I 
experienced  the  strength  of  this  body  of 
Christ  as  we  were  surrounded  by  love. 
The  “love  walk”  holds  the  body  of  Christ 
together. 

Sorrow  can  be  the  opportunity  for  the 


Let’s  return  seminaries  to  Wesleyan  tradition 


To  the  Editor 

This  in  response  to  the  article  in  the 
July  3  “Here  I  Stand"  column.  The  Rev. 
Dwight  Meier  advocated  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  “truly  Wesleyan”  seminary  for 
our  denomination. 

As  one  of  those  who  chose  to  attend  an- 
other-than  United  Methodist  seminary 
for  precisely  the  reasons  Mr.  Meier  sug¬ 
gested,  I  wish  to  second  his  idea. 

My  decision  to  attend  seminary  was 
made  at  age  38,  and  I  feel  it  was  an  edu¬ 
cated  as  well  as  a  spiritual  decision. 

Simply  stated,  I  wanted  to  attend  and 
to  be  educated  in  an  evangelical  setting 
with  the  very  principles  Mr.  Meier  used 
in  his  definition  of  evangelical.  And  I 
could  not  find  that  sort  of  education  in 
the  United  Methodist  list  of  seminaries. 

Maybe  we  don’t  need  a  new  seminary: 
Why  not  get  our  present  seminaries  back 
to  true  Wesleyan  tradition. 

Bring  the  Bible  back  to  its  rightful  po¬ 
sition,  and  teach  the  primacy  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  and  faith  as  the  sole  means  of 
salvation. 

A  recruiter  at  a  seminary  told  me, 
“Come  to  (his  seminary).  We’ll  tear  down 
your  faith  and  build  it  back  stronger.” 

That  was  my  impression  of  UMC  semi¬ 
naries.  Let’s  don’t  tear  down.  Let’s  just 
build  stronger. 

Doug  Fisk 
Maud,  Texas 

Bishops  fail  to  lead 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  I  was  very  proud  of  the  candor 
and  completeness  of  the  Bishops’  Com¬ 
mittee  Report  on  Southern  Methodist 
University. 

However,  I  was  utterly  appalled  at  its 
recommendations. 

After  exposing  a  pattern  of  illicit  and 
unethical  behavior  by  SMU’s  highest  offi- 
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cials,  which  resulted  in  severe  damage  to 
the  school,  the  report  indicates  that  no 
action  will  be  taken  against  those  offi¬ 
cials.  To  the  contrary.  Bishop  W.  Wood- 
row  Hearn  wants  to  welcome  them  back! 

If  that  is  the  policy  the  church  intends 
to  follow,  it  represents  an  unwillingness 
to  protect  the  church  and  the  members 
who  support  it. 

It  sends  out  the  clear  message  that 
those  who  wield  enough  power,  with 
enough  arrogance,  will  not  be  made  to 
answer  for  any  harm  that  results  to  the 
church  or  its  institutions. 

It  represents  a  failure  of  leadership. 

BUI  Lee 
Austin,  Texas 

Is  SMU  that  important? 

To  the  Editor: 

Enough  of  S.M.U.! 

I  know  the  Reporter  originates  in  Tex¬ 
as  and  that  the  problem  has  national  im¬ 
plications.  But  the  June  19  and  26  issues 
of  the  four-page  Reporter  have  given 
this  topic  nine  articles  and  more  than 
two  full  pages  of  print. 

Is  that  really  the  most  important  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  news? 

No  wonder  people  question  what  we’re 

all  about.  ..  .. 

Marilyn  Weiler 
Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio 

I’ve  read  enough  on  SMU 

To  the  Editor: 

Enough  already!  Twenty-five  percent 
of  the  copy  in  the  June  26  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  contains  stories  on  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

John  J.  Shaffer 
Anchorage,  Alaska 

Evangelism  idea  elates  me 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  elated  to  read  that  Bishop  Emer¬ 
son  Colaw,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Mission  of  the  Church,  recom¬ 
mends  a  reorganization  of  priorities  and 
new  focus  on  evangelism  during  the  next 
quadrennium. 

There  is  no  more  vital  need  than  this  for 
the  future  of  the  church.  There  is  nothing 
greater  the  church  can  be  about  than 
bringing  people  into  personal  experience 
of  the  love  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ. 

What  I  don’t  understand  is  how  the  de¬ 
cisions  made  in  the  ’60s  that  Bishop  Co¬ 
law  mentions,  which  have  led  to  our 
membership  decline,  were  swallowed  by 
the  denomination. 

Who  were  our  leaders  then,  and  what 
were  they  thinking?  (I  was  born  in  1960.) 

Bob  Feist 

Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Amen  to  Bishop  Colaw 

To  the  Editor: 

When  I  read  that  Bishop  Emerson  Co¬ 
law  said,  “The  United  Methodist  Church 
must  reorganize  its  priorities  and  focus 
on  evangelism  during  the  next  quadren¬ 
nium,  ’’  I  said,  “Amen!” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
moved  from  an  emphasis  on  changing  the 
individual  by  God’s  life-giving  spirit  to  a 
focus  on  influencing  society  as  a  whole. 

I  believe  an  example  of  this  shift  was 
the.recent  participation  of  certain  bish¬ 
ops  in  the  nuclear  protest  demonstration 
in  Nevada. 

I  affirm  the  need  of  the  church  to 
speak  out  on  such  issues,  but  I  also  be¬ 
lieve  the  church’s  priority  is  to  lead  indi¬ 
viduals  to  the  foot  of  the  cross,  disciple 
them  and  teach  them  to  serve. 

Then,  by  God’s  grace,  they  will  truly 
understand  such  things  as  the  impact  of 
nuclear  war  on  creation.  This  under¬ 
standing  fully  comes,  I  believe,  only  to 
those  who  are  a  new  creation  in  Christ. 

If  we  truly  love  our  God,  how  can  we 
not  keep  the  Gospel  command  to  “make 
disciples”  preaching  "repentance  and 
forgiveness  of  sins”? 

Those  who  also  love  their  neighbor  as 
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power  of  Christ  to  be  displayed  and  for 
joy  to  be  made  evident. 

God’s  grace  is  evident 

More  than  22  years  have  passed  now, 
and  my  children  have  been  the  joy  of  my 
life.  God’s  grace  was  evident  in  provid¬ 
ing  for  their  needs  as  I  had  three  in  col¬ 
lege  at  one  time. 

It  was  as  if  God  opened  the  “windows 
of  heaven,”  and  truly  He  did!  Things  hap¬ 
pened  so  very  fast  that  it  was  more  than 
I  could  comprehend. 

In  December  of  1970,  my  oldest  child, 
a  son,  finished  medical  school  and  went 
to  the  Southwest. 

In  early  1971  it  was  discovered  he  had 
a  kidney  disease  and  would  eventually 
suffer  kidney  failure.  That  happened  in 
the  fall  of  1976. 

A  small  plaque  attached  to  my  refrig¬ 
erator  door  reads,  “A  Day  Hemmed  in 
Prayer  is  Less  Likely  to  Unravel.”  I 
must  admit  I  have  known  days  when  I 
felt  unraveled,  unsure  how  to  pray. 

God  promises  that  when  we  experi¬ 
ence  such  times,  His  Spirit  intercedes  for 
us. 

I  wondered  how  my  son  would  handle 
his  illness.  I  was  overcome  with  a  feeling 
of  helplessness.  Time  and  again  I  ago¬ 
nized  in  prayer  for  his  healing.  I  felt  I 
was  trying  to  make  God  do  exactly  what 
I  asked. 

Was  I  wrong? 

Was  I  doing  it  all  wrong?  Somehow,  I 
knew  God  understood.  Our  tears  are  His 
tears. 

There  were  two  kidney  transplants 
and  numerous  complicated  surgeries 
lasting  over  a  period  of  years.  God’s 
wonderful  grace  taught  me  that  fore¬ 
most  I  am  to  rejoice  in  who  God  is  (Phi- 
lippians  4:4-7),  thanking  Him  in  advance 
for  the  answer. 

Only  by  leaving  the  results  in  the 
hands  of  a  loving  God  can  we  know  true 
peace. 

In  Isaiah  43:19a  we  read  that  the  Lord 
says:  “Behold,  I  will  do  a  new  thing;  now 


themselves,  those  who  claim  to  be  saved 
by  the  grace  of  God  would  do  that,  would 
they  not? 

Billy  Ivins 
Odessa,  Texas 

Reality  acknowledged 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  June  12  edition  is  remarkable 
and  revealing  for  two  articles. 

First,  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries’  latest  Survey  of  United  Methodist 
Opinion  found  that  “48  percent  of  all  re¬ 
spondents  (37.1  percent  of  laity  and  52.9 
percent  of  clergy)  agreed  that  all  UM 
funds  are  being  used  for  causes  compati¬ 
ble  with  the  mission  of  the  church.” 

And  this  survey  was  from  461  lay  con¬ 
gregational  officeholders  (34  percent) 
and  893  clergy  (66  percent). 

Imagine  what  the  results  would  have 
been  if  that  ratio  was  more  nearly  like 
UMC  membership,  say  95  percent  lay 
and  5  percent  clergy. 

Second,  Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw 
(Minnesota  Area),  chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Mission  of  the  Church,  said, 
“Eight  choices  made  by  the  Methodist 
Church  during  the  1960s  have  caused 
United  Methodjst  membership  to  decline 
through  the  1980s.” 

The  second  of  these  choices  listed  was 
“Allowing  ‘liberal’  church  leaders  to  be¬ 
come  more  vocal  than  the  average  per¬ 
son  in  the  local  church.” 

Finally,  official  acknowledgment  of 
what  informed  United  Methodists  al¬ 
ready  knew  but  have  refused  to  admit 
publicly.  And  what  Bishop  Colaw  admits 
for  local  churches  is  even  more  pro¬ 
nounced  on  all  committees,  boards,  com¬ 
missions,  etc.  on  all  other  levels  (district, 
annual  conference,  jurisdictional  and 
General  Conference). 

Third,  various  UMC  groups,  caucuses, 
etc.  have  alleged  past  discrimination 
against  themselves.  They  have  demand¬ 
ed  and  got  “affirmative  action”  in  of¬ 
fices  (greater  representation  than  in  the 
church  membership). 

Now  that  past  discrimination  against 
"non-liberals”  has  been  officially  and 
publicly  acknowledged,  “non-liberals” 
should  also  demand  and  get  "affirmative 
action"  in  offices  on  all  levels. 

Surely  the  “liberals”  who  pride  them¬ 
selves  on  compassionate  redress  of  past 
discrimination  will  not  only  support  such 
a  just  cause  but  will  gladly  give  up  their 
offices  of  power,  prestige  and  perks  that 
they  have  unfairly  put  themselves  into 
for  far  too  long. 

John  Lee  Temeus 
Yukon,  Oklahoma 

Add  ‘hell’  to  creed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  express  my  concern  on  one 
more  issue  relating  to  the  new  United 
Methodist  hymnal. 

Having  come  through  another  Lenten 
Season,  I  believe  it  would  be  advanta¬ 
geous  to  our  worship  and  theological  un¬ 
derstanding  if  the  words  “he  descended 
into  Hell”  were  included  in  text  of  the 


Apostles’  Creed  instead  of  as  a  footnote. 

Denton  L.  Spencer 
Lickdale,  Pennsylvania 

Ministers  need  leaves 

To  the  Editor: 

After  a  woman  or  man  has  served  so 
many  years  in  the  ministry,  it  is  time  for 
every  United  Methodist  congregation  to 
insist  that  he  or  she  take  a  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  WITH  PAY  for  a  few  months  just 
to  think,  study,  read  or  travel. 

No  matter  how  strong  a  faith  a  person 
has,  anyone  who  deals  day  after  day  with 
problems  of  illness,  death,  unemploy¬ 
ment,  divorce,  etc.,  plus  trying  to  please 
the  various  factions  of  the  church  is  cer¬ 
tain  to  get  some  burnout. 

The  whole  congregation  will  benefit 
from  a  rejuvenated,  more  effective  pastor. 

Ruth  L.  Harder 
Austin,  Texas 

Where’s  our  oomph? 

To  the  Editor: 

Most  every  time  I  pick  up  a  church  pub¬ 
lication,  someone  groans  and  bemoans  the 
loss  of  membership  throughout  United 
Methodism.  It’s  as  if  the  ships  were  sink¬ 
ing,  and  all  those  aboard  must  flee. 

For  66  '/*  years  I  have  been  a  Christian 
serving  in  the  Methodist  regiment  of  the 
army  of  the  Lord. 

At  this  moment  I  am  attending  a  train¬ 
ing  school  for  officers  in  the  American  As¬ 
sociation  of  Retired  Persons.  The  total 
membership  in  the  United  States  is  near¬ 
ing  25  million. 

The  organization  has  a  good  program 
in  every  area  that  has  a  chapter.  Mem¬ 
bers  are  ages  55  and  over. 

But  AARP  doesn’t  have  nearly  so  much 
to  offer  as  membership  in  God’s  service.  It 
is  time  that  we  as  United  Methodists  stop 
apologizing  for  being  Methodists. 

Have  we  become  lukewarm?  Have  we 
lost  enthusiasm,  oomph,  fizz  or  whatever 
it  takes  to  present  the  love  of  God  and 
the  saving  power  of  Jesus  Christ?  We 
have  more  to  offer  than  any  other  orga¬ 
nization  on  earth. 

We  can  stop  apologizing  for  being  on  a 
sinking  ship.  Nina  B.  Bruns 

Sherman,  Texas 

We  need  new  leader  breed 

To  the  Editor: 

As  for  the  next  election,  here’s  hope 
and  a  vote  for  new  leaders  who  will  pro¬ 
vide  “liberty  and  justice  for  all”  here  and 
abroad  for  the  many  poor  and  the  few 
rich.  Human  exploitation  should  be  re¬ 
duced  to  zero  wherever  there  are  people. 

We  need  national  leaders  who  will  fo¬ 
cus  attention  on  the  struggle  of  the  na¬ 
tions  emerging  from  colonialism  and  the 
peoples  still  denied  self-determination. 
"Liberty  and  justice  for  all”  fits  a  nation 
and  international  relations,  when  applied. 

Emerging  Third  World  Nations  de¬ 
serve  friends,  not  foes;  loaves,  not 
crumbs;  opportunity,  not  oppression;  jus¬ 
tice,  not  contras. 

R.  K.  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 


A  small  plaque  attached 
to  my  refrigerator  door 
reads,  “A  Day  Hemmed 
in  Prayer  is  Less  Likely 
to  Unravel.”  I  must  admit 
I  have  known  days  when  I 
felt  unraveled,  unsure 
how  to  pray.  c 


it  shall  spring  forth  — ” 

I  claimed  that  Scripture  for  my  son 
several  years  ago,  and  I  have  seen  it 
come  to  pass,  as  I  have  indeed,  seen 
“new  things"  spring  forth  in  my  son's 
life.  He  has  now  completed  two  years  in 
nephrology  and  is  very  involved  in  re: 
search  on  diabetes. 

My  younger  son  taught  junior  high  fo^ 
many  years  and  is  now  in  business  for 
himself.  My  older  daughter  is  married  to 
a  United  Methodist  minister  in  the  Nortlj. 
Georgia  conference.  My  younger  daugh:. 
ter  teaches  retarded  adults,  ages  18  to 
21. 

God  has  provided 

God  has  truly  blessed  and  provided  fo 
all  of  us  through  these  years.  His  love 
and  abiding  presence  are  evident,  and 
shall  never  cease  to  give  Him  the  praise 
for  He  alone  is  worthy. 

He  has  given  me  joy,  which  is  the  out 
come  over  sorrow  and  suffering.  He  ha 
taken  my  “unraveled”  days  and  turned 
them  into  something  beautiful  to  His  glo¬ 
ry. 

Truly,  praise  in  hard  times  reaps 
harvest  of  benefits.  All  my  days  ar 
“hemmed”  with  prayers  of  thanksgiving 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  throug 
which  Reporter  readers  may  shar 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christia 
life.  Kathleen  P.  Kunzelman  is  a  membe 
of  Belmont  United  Methodist  Church 
Nashville.  Tenn.  (Tennessee  Annual  Con 
ference). 


Here  I  Stand 

We  shouldn’t  close  door 
to  immigrants  in  need 


By  LILIA  FERNANDEZ  & 

AURORA  CAMACHO  DE  SCHMIDT 

Once  more  a  group  of  nameless  hu¬ 
man  beings— “18  Aliens,”  according  to 
the  front  page  of  the  July  3  “New  York 
Times”— have  died  during  an  attempt  to 
migrate  to  a  place  where  they  could  find 
a  means  of  survival  for  themselves  and 
their  families. 

This  phenomenon  of  our  times  has 
haunted  us  in  a  particular  way  in  recent 
years.  We  have  seen  tragedies  of  differ¬ 
ent  sorts  in  different  places: 

The  attack  on  Indochinese  "boat  peo¬ 
ple”  by  pirates  in  Malaysian  waters;  the 
death  by  dehydration  of  13  Salvadorans 
who  attempted  to  cross  the  Organ  Pipe 
Cactus  National  Monument  in  Arizona; 
the  bodies  of  Haitian  refugees  washed 
onto  the  Florida  shores  when  their  rick¬ 
ety  boats  failed  to  complete  the  journey. 

Victims  were  seeking  safety 

These  are  all  events  of  the  last  decade 
in  which,  ironically,  the  victims  thought 
they  were  fleeing  to  safety. 

Nevertheless,  these  people  knew  that 
if  they  had  been  rejected  by  their  own  so¬ 
cieties,  they  were  not  going  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  with  open  arms  by  other  nations 
in  the  world. 

Refugees  or  economic  migrants,  they 
had  become  human  surplus,  rejects.  If 
they  did  not  belong  where  they  were 
born,  they  would  hardly  be  able  to  claim 
their  place  somewhere  else. 

And  thus  they  had  to  enter  like  a  bur¬ 
glar  even  when  they  were  not  the  crimi¬ 
nal  but  the  prey. 

The  recent  tragedy  on  the  railroad 
near  El  Paso,  Texas,  is  particularly 
painful  to  those  who  are  followers  of 
Christ.  We  have  been  asked  to  welcome 
the  stranger  into  our  midst,  and  yet,  of¬ 
ten  we  are  tempted  to  close  the  door  to 
those  who  hurt. 

The  tragedy  is  even  more  painful  to  us 
who  are  members  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  We  have  a  long  history  of 
working  with  the  tragedy  of  immigra¬ 
tion. 

New  law  takes  effect 

The  18  deaths  in  a  boxcar  is  the  first 
event  of  this  nature  to  come  to  public  at¬ 
tention  after  the  enactment  of  the  new 
immigration  law. 

For  the  people  of  the  Texas  border 
area,  it  is  nothing  new  to  read  in  the  pa¬ 
per  that  a  body  was  found  by  the  high¬ 
way  or  floating  in  the  Rio  Grande.  These 
are  the  casualties  of  one  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  migratory  flows  in  our  time. 

But  the  word  was  out  that  the  new  law 
was  “doing  its  job”  and  that  unwanted 


immigrants  were  staying  home.  Evident 
ly,  some  could  not. 

Eighteen  aliens.  Eighteen  nobodies 
They  were  Mexicans  but  had  no  identif 
cation.  They  were  truly  undocumented, 
undocumentable. 

Yet  they  were  somebody’s  son,  friend, 
husband,  father— and  a  young  life  lost  to 
a  young  nation  in  distress. 

Hunger  overcomes  law 

They  were  asphyxiated  in  a  steel  box-- 
car  because  laws  are  less  powerful  than 
hunger  and  life  is  more  real  than  con¬ 
gressional  will. 

They  were  preyed  upon  by  smugglers 
and  were  on  their  way  to  be  taken  advan¬ 
tage  of,  but  they  needed  to  work  and 
chose  their  course. 

Work  has  become  a  privilege,  and 
some  workers  must  sell  their  labor 
cheaply,  clandestinely  and  at  the  risk  of 
their  lives. 

*What  laws  will  make  an  occurrence 
like  this  one  unnecessary?  What  are  the 
lessons  of  the  anonymous  immigrants  in 
the  boxcar?  What  collective  actions  will 
make  their  deaths  count  so  that  the  next 
generation  of  Mexican  people  will  not 
have  to  be  uprooted? 

Laws,  lessons  and  collective  action 
will  be  effective  only  when  we  recognize 
that  we  are  bound  together  by  God’s 
love,  which  knows  no  borders. 

“ Here  l  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  expres$ 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Lilia  Fernandez  is  a 
member  of  Tamiami  United  Methodisl 
Church  in  Miami  ( Florida  Annual  Con ? 
ference )  and  a  staff  member  at  the  Unit?, 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  £i< 
New  York.  Aurora  Camacho  de  Schmidt 
is  a  member  of  St.  Vincent's  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  Philadelphia  and  <3 
consultant  to  the  relief  committee. 

Come  forth! 

Templed  in  some, 

He  is  entombed  in  me. 

This  should  not  be. 

I  must  unbind  and  loose  Him 

from  pietistic  moralizing 

and  moss-encrusted  traditions 

for  truth  cannot  go  clothed  £ 

in  fabrics  woven  carelessly 

of  shallow  sham  and  lie  . . .  % 

He  is  too  powerful  for  these. 

His  being  in  me  strains  my  heart, 
and  I  must  give  Him  all  £ 

or  suffer  Him  to  leave  me  ^ 

all  alone  and  to  myself.  $ 

Roll  the  stone  away! 

See  Him. 

— POLLYANNA  SEDZIOL 


IT’S  GOOD  THEOLOGY  AND 
GOOD  BUSINESS 

to  be  wise  stewards  of  time  and  money. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  work  for  your  congregation  in  both  areas  with  a 
simple-to-prepare,  professionally  produced,  reasonably  priced  church  newspaper  with  your 
own  church’s  news  on  the  front  page  and  The  Reporter’s  complete  religious  news  cover-; 
age  on  the  inside  pages.  Many  congregations  with  Reporter  editions  have  indicated  that  its; 
preparation  requires  substantially  less  staff  time  than  a  locally-produced  newsletter.  And' 
many  report  that  a  Reporter  edition  "more  than  pays  for  itself"  by  stimulating  increased 
congregational  awareness,  involvement  and  giving. 

Find  out  more: 

Write:  William  R.  Bailey 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 
Or  call:  (214)  630-6495 
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Board  of  Pensions  toughens  position  on  apartheid 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

SEATTLE— United  Methodist  pensions  board 
members  voted  their  toughest-yet  policies 
against  apartheid  July  9,  calling  for  U.S.  compa¬ 
nies  In  which  the  board  owns  stock  to  withdraw 
from  South  Africa. 

The  General  Board  of  Pensions,  which  over¬ 
sees  a  •2.8-bllllon  Investment  portfolio,  has  hold¬ 
ings  in  about  60  companies  with  operations  In 
Sduth  Africa.  Those  firms  account  for  about  12 
percent  of  the  agency's  assets. 

Shareholder  initiatives  planned 

-  The  board  plans  to  Initiate  shareholder  resolu¬ 
tions  seeking  the  withdrawals  during  annual 
meetings  of  those  60  firms.  In  the  past  the  pen¬ 
sions  agency  has  supported  such  resolutions  but 
not  initiated  them. 

->  Initial  efforts  will  be  targeted  at  companies 
‘'providing  goods  or  services  to  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  military  or  police  or  playing  a  significant 
role  In  making  South  Africa  energy  self-suffi¬ 
cient,"  said  the  Rev.  Madge  Floyd,  a  board 
member  from  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

'  A  motion  that  would  have  forced  the  pensions 
agency  to  sell  all  its  stock  In  companies  that  fall 
to  leave  South  Africa  by  Dec.  SI,  1968,  was  de¬ 
feated  12-11.  The  vote  was  so  close  that  Bishop 
Jack  Tuell,  the  board's  president,  had  It  counted 
twice. 


The  proposal  was  sent  back  to  the  agency’s 
corporate  responsibility  committee  with  a  re¬ 
quest  that  it  spell  out  the  impact  of  the  proposed 
action.  The  committee  is  to  report  to  the  board’s 
November  meeting  in  Norfolk,  Va. 

Action  called  ‘hiitorlc  itep’ 

Bishop  Tuell  (California-Pacific  Area)  said, 
"The  board  took  a  historic  step  in  calling  on  U.S. 
companies  to  leave  South  Africa.  I  think  we 
have  arrived  at  a  point  in  history  where  that  Is 
appropriate. 

"The  Idea  that  American  companies  have  that 
much  positive  Impact  [in  South  Africa]  has  little 
viability  any  more.  I  believe  that  recent  events, 
particularly  the  May  elections  [in  South  Africa], 
are  sending  a  loud  and  clear  message  that  Ameri¬ 
can  companies  are  unable  to  make  any  change.” 

The  lone  dissenter  from  the  board’s  new  position 
was  Dr.  Edward  A.  Benson  of  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

“I  do  not  think  that  divestment  or  sanctions 
will  bring  change,"  he  said.  "I  think  it  will  only 
harden  their  view,”  referring  to  views  of  the 
South  African  government. 

In  a  related  action,  pensions  board  members 
voted  to  sell  Immediately  126.7  million  worth  of 
stock  held  In  companies  that  have  not  signed  the 
“Sullivan  Principles.” 

The  principles,  developed  by  the  Rev.  Leon 
Sullivan,  an  American  Baptist  minister  from 
Philadelphia,  call  for  racial  equality  and  deseg¬ 


regation  in  the  South  African  workplace,  corpo¬ 
rate  involvement  in  South  African  black 
community  projects  and  vocal  opposition  to  the 
apartheid  system. 

The  sales  decision  completes  a  plan  started  by 
the  agency  In  1985  At  that  time  the  pensions 
board  said  It  would  sell  its  holdings  In  any  com¬ 
pany  that  had  not  signed  and  Implemented  the 
"Sullivan  Principles"  within  24  months.  The 
deadline  was  July  1  of  this  year. 

The  six  companies  affected  are  Arvln  Indus¬ 
tries,  which  makes  auto  exhaust  systems;  Clark 
Equipment,  a  heavy-equipment  manufacturer; 
Echlln,  which  markets  auto  electrical  parts;  Lu- 
brlzol,  a  chemical  company;  Pacificorp,  a  West 
Coast  utility;  and  Schlumberger  Ltd.,  an  oil  field 
services  company. 

Four  of  those  companies— Arvln,  Clark,  Paci¬ 
ficorp  and  Schlumberger— have  announced 
plans  to  sell  their  South  African  holdings,  said 
the  Rev.  Allen  M.  Mayes,  head  of  the  board  cor¬ 
porate-responsibility  activities. 

The  board  endorsed  a  resolution  saluting  Mr. 
Sullivan  for  development  of  the  principles  and 
for  their  Impact  on  the  “very  difficult  arena  of 
apartheid"  in  South  Africa 

However,  Mr.  Sullivan  has  gone  beyond  his 
voluntary  code.  He  declared  last  month  that 
while  It  had  "caused  a  revolution  in  Industrial 
race  relations,"  it  was  apparent  that  something 
more  hed  to  be  done  to  compel  the  South  African 


government  to  dismantle  apartheid. 

He  called  for  investors  in  companies  doing 
business  there  either  to  sell  their  stocks  or  use 
shareholder  actions  to  force  the  companies  to 
disinvest  (pull  out  of  South  Africa). 

‘Creative  traniferi’  asked 

In  a  separate  resolution,  the  pensions  board 
called  for  those  U.S.  companies  withdrawing 
from  South  Africa  "to  provide  creative  ways"  to 
transfer  their  operations  to  black  South  Afri¬ 
cans,  Including  licensing  and  franchising  agree¬ 
ments. 

"As  a  minimum,"  the  board  called  for  the  new 
owners  to  adhere  to  the  "Sullivan  Principles,” 
Companies  planning  to  withdraw  were  urged  to 
implement  those  guidelines  during  their  remain¬ 
ing  periods  of  operations  in  South  Africa. 

The  pensions  board  has  been  criticized  from 
many  quarters  of  the  church  for  falling  to  take 
stronger  measures  to  fight  South  African  racial 
policies. 

It  held  10  regional  meetings  this  spring  at  the 
cost  of  186,000  to  explain  Its  policies  About  700 
people  attended,  a  board  representative  said. 

In  a  dramatic  devotional  delivered  to  board 
members  July  9,  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  (Seattle 
Area)  called  apartheid  "an  evil  system  that  must 
be  dismantled." 

He  also  endorsed  the  board's  newly  revised 
policy  regarding  Investments  In  South  Africa  i 


‘a  step  in  the  right  direction." 

Among  visitors  at  the  meeting  were  members 
of  the  regional  chapter  of  the  Methodist  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Social  Action,  an  unofficial  caucus  with¬ 
in  the  denomination 

The  caucus,  which  advocates  corporate  divest¬ 
ment  from  companies  doing  business  in  South 
Africa  and  which  has  demonstrated  during  sev¬ 
eral  Board  of  Pensions  meetings,  held  an  after¬ 
noon  prayer  vigil  and  an  evening  "Service  of 
Concern." 

The  Rev.  George  McLain,  executive  secretary 
of  the  caucus,  called  for  the  board  to  urge  all 
U.S.  companies  to  leave  South  Africa  and  divest 
itself  of  all  stock  in  companies  doing  business 
there. 

The  Rev.  James  R.  Hipkins,  pastor  of  Wash¬ 
ington  United  Methodist  Church  In  Cincinnati, 
told  board  members  that  26  annual  conferences 
this  spring  had  passed  resolutions  calling  for  the 
agency  to  sell  Its  stock  In  companies  operating 
in  South  Africa. 

Six  other  annual  conferences  had  expressed 
concern  about  those  holdings,  said  Mr,  Hipkins.  a 
representative  of  the  West  Ohio  conference 
Board  of  Church  and  Society, 

The  board's  general  secretary,  the  Rev.  James 
F,  Parker,  was  unable  to  attend  the  meeting.  He 
was  hospitalised  in  Evanston,  III.,  the  board's 
headquarters  city,  for  treatment  of  a  blood  clot. 


‘Justice  march’  draws  UMs,  others 


PHOTO  BY  MARGY  STEWART 

MONTGOMERY,  Ala.— Slone  columns  of  Old  Ship 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church  frame 
speaker  Spiver  Gordon  of  Eutaw,  Ala.,  as  marchers 
prepare  for  a  July  4  “march  for  justice."  United 
Methodists  were  prominent  among  planners  and 
participants. 


By  MARGY  STEWART 

MONTGOMERY,  Ala.-Under  a  blistering  Alabama  sun, 
sharing  soft  drinks  and  sun  shades,  hundreds  of  demonstra¬ 
tors  from  around  the  country  came  together  for  the  “July  4 
National  March  for  Justice”  in  Montgomery. 

The  marchers’  key  demands  were  abolition  of  the  death 
penalty,  an  end  to  racist  and  antl-semitlc  violence,  a  "Peo¬ 
ple’s  Bill  of  Rights”  to  such  things  as  Jobs,  education  and 
health  care  and,  above  all,  freedom  for  Johnny  Imani  Harris. 

Mr.  Harris  is  a  young  black  Alabamian  on  death  row  un¬ 
der  conviction  of  indirect  involvement  in  the  murder  of  a 
prison  guard.  He  insists  he  is  innocent. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  last  spring  adopted  a  resolution  calling  for  commuta¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Harris’  sentence  and  for  filing  of  a 
friend-of -court  brief  on  his  behalf. 

The  Montgomery  marchers— black,  white,  Latino  and 
Native  American— assembled  at  Old  Ship  African  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  marched  past  Dexter  Avenue  King 
Memorial  Baptist  Church  where  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  began  his  ministry,  and  gathered  for  a  rally  at  the 
state  capitol. 

The  march  was  sponsored  by  the  National  Alliance 
against  Racist  and  Political  Repressions. 

United  Methodist  involvement  included  one  church’s  do¬ 
nation  of  office  space  for  march  preparation  and  contribu¬ 
tions  by  other  UM  churches  toward  cost  of  bus 
transportation  for  marchers  from  out  of  state. 

A  principal  organizer  was  Rita  Anthony,  staff  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Urban  Ministries,  Inc.,  and  chair  of 
the  Birmingham  Alliance  against  Racist  and  Political  Re¬ 
pression. 

Ms.  Anthony,  a  soft-spoken  middle-aged  black,  is  uncom¬ 
promising  in  her  view  that  churches  can  do  much  more  to 
combat  racism. 

“We  have  to  stop  running  from  issues,”  she  said.  "Too 
many  churches  treat  issues  like  a  disease.  But  we  have  to 
get  involved.  Otherwise  we  just  hear  one  side  of  the  story.” 

Following  Jesus  in  the  path  of  the  poor,  she  said,  is  “the 
only  way  we  can  earn  our  master  degree  in  love.” 

Mr.  Harris  sent  greetings  to  the  marchers.  “Our  faith  can 
break  the  stranglehold  of  fear,”  he  wrote.  “Pray  for  me  and 
I  will  pray  for  you.” 

Ms.  Stewart  chairs  the  church  and  society  committee  of 
Hanover  UMC  in  Hanover,  Ind. 


1 1  seminaries  dropped  from  list 
approved  to  train  UM  ministers 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Eleven  non-United  Methodist  seminar¬ 
ies— including  the  Oral  Roberts  Universi¬ 
ty  School  of  Theology  and  Missions,  a 
major  trainer  of  UM  ministers— have 
been  removed  from  the  list  of  institutions 
approved  for  UM  clergy  candidates. 

The  University  Senate,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  educational  advisory  body,  took  the 
.  action  June  26.  It  was  not  made  public  un- 
x  til  July  10,  UM  education  officials  said,  to 
1  give  them  time  to  notify  each  school. 

Not  making  the  list  indicates  that  these 
non-UM  theological  schools  do  not  provide 
all  “the  esoteric  instruction  that  we  re¬ 
quire  for  UM  students,”  said  the  Rev. 
Frederick  E.  Blumer,  chairman  of  the 
University  Senate’s  Commission  on  Theo¬ 
logical  Education. 

He  cited  courses  in  UM  history  and  de¬ 
nominational  organization  as  examples  of 
instruction  that  non-UM  seminaries  would 

•  usually  not  offer.  But  those  classes  are  re¬ 
quired  for  UM  ministerial  candidates. 

"Failure  to  be  listed  no  way  insinuates 

•  that  there  are  deficiencies  in  a  curricular 
sense,”  said  Dr.  Blumer,  president  of  Ly¬ 
coming  College  in  Williamsport,  Pa. 

“Our  action  is  in  no  way  like  removal 
J  of  ATS  (Association  of  Rheological 
,  Schools  in  the  United  States  and  Canada) 

-accreditation.”  —  - 

b 

Current  students  not  affected 

The  University  Senate  action  will  not 
adversely  affect  UM  students  currently 
enrolled  at  the  11  seminaries.  Dr. 
Blumer  said.  Annual  conference  boards 
of  ordained  ministries  will  accept  their 
academic  work  as  long  as  the  ministerial 
candidates  don’t  temporarily  drop  out  of 
school. 


UM  students  currently  enrolled  in 
those  schools  can  also  continue  drawing 
financial  aid  from  United  Methodist 
sources  while  they  complete  their  degree 
program,  said  David  Ochoa,  spokesman 
for  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry. 

The  June  26  action  does  not  involve 
any  of  the  denomination’s  13  official 
seminaries. 

Church  law  requires  the  University 
Senate  to  prepare  a  list  annually  of  non- 
UM  theological  seminaries  approved  for 
training  UM  clergy. 

The  senate  reviewed  the  status  of  46  of 
the  72  previously  approved  non-UM  sem¬ 
inaries  June  26,  Mr.  Ochoa  said. 

Besides  the  11  institutions  it  removed 
from  the  approved  list,  the  senate  de¬ 
clined  "without  prejudice”  to  add  five 
seminaries  that  had  sought  approval. 
They  reportedly  have  no  UM  students. 

Five  standards  used 

Mr.  Ochoa  said  the  University  Senate 
used  five  standards  during  reviews  of  in¬ 
structional  programs  and  on-site  visits  to 
judge  the  non-UM  seminaries: 

•Whether  faculty  and  students  have 
broad-based  freedom  of  academic  inquiry. 

•  Whether  the  beliefs  and  practices  ad¬ 
vocated  in  the  UM  Social  Principles  are 
fostered  and  enhanced  by  experiences  in 
classes  and  extra-curricular  activities. 

•  Whether  students  have  opportunities 
for  growth  within  an  environment  con¬ 
sistent  with  UM  tradition. 

•  Whether  the  faculty  and  student 
body  demonstrate  racial  and  ethnic  in¬ 
clusiveness. 

•Whether  the  institutions  have  well- 
qualified  faculties,  offer  high-quality  in¬ 


struction  and  maintain  high  academic 
standards. 

Reasons  not  made  public 

Dr.  Blumer  said  the  University  Senate 
would  not  make  public  specific  reasons 
for  a  seminary’s  removal  from  the  ap¬ 
proved  list.  But  he  said  those  reasons 
were  given  to  seminary  officials. 

“We  don’t  think  it’s  appropriate  to 
comment  on  what  we  need  that  they 
don’t  provide,”  he  said.  “These  are  non- 
United  Methodist  institutions.  There  is 
no  reason  to  expect  them  to  teach  all 
that  we  require. 

“In  effect,  we  are  recommending  our 
students  attend  seminaries  on  the  ap¬ 
proved  list  because  we  know  they  pro¬ 
vide  all  the  students  need.  On  other 
seminaries  we  remain  silent.” 

Non-UM  theological  schools  removed 
from  the  approved  list  were: 

Bethel  Theological  Seminary,  West 
Campus,  San  Diego. 

Central  Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Fuller  Theological  Seminary  Exten¬ 
sion  Program,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Lutheran  Northwest  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Meadville/Lombard  Theological 
School,  Chicago. 

North  Park  Theological  Seminary, 
Chicago. 

Oral  Roberts  University  School  of 
Theology,  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Reformed  Theological  Seminary, 
Jackson,  Miss. 

Talbot  School  of  Theology,  La  Mirada, 
Calif. 

University  of  the  South  School  of  The¬ 
ology,  Sewanee,  Tenn. 

Westminster  Theological  Seminary, 
Philadelphia. 


Korean  Christians  help  push  nation  toward  reforms 


From  staff  and  wire  reports 
'  Three  United  Methodist  officials  who 
returned  recently  from  South  Korea  say 
Korean  Methodists  have  helped  push  that 
nation’s  government  reluctantly  toward 
Sweeping  plans  for  democratic  reforms. 
s*’  The  three  were  part  of  a  10-member 
delegation  from  the  National  Council  of 
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Churches  that  visited  North  and  South 
Korea  June  19-July  2. 

UM  representatives  on  the  team  were 
Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  (Indiana  Area) 
and  Dr.  Peggy  Billings  and  the  Rev. 
Michael  Hahm,  both  from  the  World 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Protestant  participation  in  Korea’s  Na¬ 
tional  Coalition  for  Democratic  Reform— 
which  includes  Protestant,  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  and  Buddhist  leaders  as  well  as  opposi¬ 
tion  party  politicians  and  students— is  led 
by  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of  Ko¬ 
rea,  the  three  report.  Its  president,  the 
Rev.  Kim  Ji  Kil,  is  a  Methodist. 

Pastor  of  Ah  Hyun  Church  in  Seoul, 
Mr.  Kim  is  also  former  president  of  the 
Korean  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

“He  is  giving  outstanding  leadership  to 
the  Korean  church  council,"  said  Dr. 
Billings. 

Korean  church  council  members 
helped  plan  “extremely  well-organized” 
massive  public  demonstrations  such  as 
those  of  June  21  and  26,  she  said. 

She  called  the  events  “probably  the 
broadest  participation  of  Christians  in 


public  demonstrations  since  1919,  when 
the  country  rose  against  the  Japanese 
and  gained  independence.” 

Council  monitors  president 

The  Korean  council  is  to  monitor  how 
well  President  Chun  Doo  Hwan  carries  out 
his  promises  of  such  things  as  direct  presi¬ 
dential  elections,  amnesty  for  political  dis¬ 
sidents,  press  freedoms,  free  and  open 
political  campaigns,  and  release  of  key  op¬ 
position  detainees,  Dr.  Billings  added. 

Bishop  Chang  Ki  Chun,  president  of 
the  Korean  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops, 
on  a  visit  to  New  York  immediately  af¬ 
ter  the  NCC  delegation  returned,  con¬ 
firmed  Dr.  Billings’  statement.  He  said 
most  leaders  and  main  forces  of  the 
demonstrations  in  June  were  Christian. 

Since  becoming  bishop,  he  said,  he  has 
tried  “to  move  the  whole  church  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  the  democratic  movement." 

Bishop  Chang  said  the  council’s  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  Commission  estimates  that 
2,500  people  are  detained.  Government 
estimates  are  lower. 

The  government  also  says  the  detain¬ 
ees  are  Communists,  he  said. 


"How  could  they  become  Communists?” 
asked  the  bishop.  “Communism  is  not 
taught  in  schools  and  universities,  and 
Communist  publications  are  not  per¬ 
mitted.” 

‘Cautious  hope’  expressed 

The  Rev.  Arie  R.  Brouwer,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  NCC,  reported  that  officials 
of  the  Korean  church  council  expressed 
"cautious  hope”  about  reforms  but  said 
the  issues  are  “far  from  resolved.” 

Dr.  Brouwer  said  the  deliberate,  care¬ 
fully  planned  public  demonstrations  “are 
not  riots”  but  are  messages  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  that  "military  intervention  is  not  ac¬ 
ceptable;  empty  promises  will  not  do." 

The  10-member  team  was  the  first  of-’ 
ficial  NCC  delegation  to  visit  both  North 
and  South  Korea.  The  delegation  went  to 
share  with  Koreans  a  policy  statement 
on  “Peace  and  the  Reunification  of  Ko¬ 
rea.”  It  was  adopted  by  the  NCC  govern¬ 
ing  board  in  November  1986. 

A  data-gatherlng  group  had  gone  to 
both  Koreas  in  April  1986. 

While  in  North  Korea,  the  team  wor¬ 
shiped  with  four  house  churches  in 
Pyongyang,  the  capital,  and  prayed  with 


a  fifth  in  Kaesong  City  near  the  military 
demarcation  line. 

North  Korean  church  officials  say  the 
country  has  500  house  churches  with  per¬ 
haps  5,000  Christians. 

Dr.  Billings,  a  Methodist  missionary  in 
Korea  in  1953-63,  said,  "Korea  is  one  coun¬ 
try  and  one  people.  When  I  looked  at  the 
mountains  and  rivers  and  people,  I  knew 
they  were  the  same,  north  and  south.” 

Reunification  backed 

Reunification  of  Korea  is  in  the  best 
interests  of  all  people  including  those  of 
the  United  States,  said  Dr.  Billings. 

"It  is  not  in  the  best  interests  of  our 
country  to  be  so  deeply  involved  in  South 
Korean  life,”  she  said.  “The  United 
States  has  been  there  more  than  40 
years— as  long  as  the  Japanese.  The  U.S. 
church  needs  to  look  at  that  and  search 
for  possible  solutions.” 

Pyongyang,  North  Korea's  capital,  Is  a 
modern  city  "built  from  the  ground  up," . 
according  to  the  mission  executive. 

“They  are  building  massively,  hoping 
to  share  in  the  1988  Olympic  Games,” 
Dr.  Billings  added. 


She  contrasted  its  quiet  streets  and 
1.5-million  population,  with  Seoul,  South 
Korea,  with  9  million  people. 

Although  the  NCC  delegation  was  not 
allowed  to  speak  with  South  Korean  offi¬ 
cials,  it  reported  the  presence  of  govern¬ 
ment  employees  at  a  church  meeting 
sponsored  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Korea.  During  that  session, 
Americans  told  of  their  visit  to  the  North. 

On  a  personal  note,  Dr.  Hahm,  who 
left  his  home  in  North  Korea  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1950,  was  reunited  with  his  sister. 
Sung  Ae  Hahm,  on  this  trip.  Dr.  Hahm 
last  saw  her  37  years  ago  when  she  was 
eight  years  old. 

She  told  him,  "I’d  like  to  live  near 

you.” 

“The  tone  of  her  voice  rings  in  my 
heart,”  Dr.  Hahm  reported.  "I  hope  that 
soon,  by  our  efforts,  10  million  families 
now  separated  from  loved  ones  can  get 
together." 

Staff  Writer  Denise  Johnson  Stovall 
wrote  this  article  based  on  personal  in¬ 
terviews  and  on  releases  from  United 
Methodist  News  Service  and  Religious 
News  Service. 


Bishop  says  U.S. ,  Korean  Methodists  had  key  roles 


Kim  Po  Airport  in  the  South  Korean  cap¬ 
ital,  Seoul. 

According  to  Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp 
(Indiana  Area),  a  member  of  the  group, 
the  South  Korean 
government  tried  to 
manipulate  the  NCC 
delegation  because 
of  anger  over  leader¬ 
ship  by  Korean 
Methodists  in  that 
country’s  struggle 
for  human  rights. 

“The  Methodist  Bishop  Hodapp 
churches  in  Korea  were  primarily  re¬ 
sponsible  for  two  major  protests  at 
about  the  same  time  we  began  our  trip,” 
said  the  bishop. 

“When  we  reached  North  Korea,  we 
heard  from  the  NCC  office  in  New  York 
that  the  South  Korean  government  was 
so  upset  about  Korean  Methodists’  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  protests  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  had  decided  that  only  five  of  the  10 
members  of  our  delegation  would  be  al¬ 
lowed  into  the  country. 


"Finally  we  called  offices  of  the  Kore¬ 
an  Council  of  Churches,  and  they  said  to 
come  anyway,  because  if  the  American 
delegation  backed  off,  the  (South)  Korean 
Christians  would  not  be  taken  seriously. 
So  we  decided  that  either  all  10  of  us 
would  go  or  none  would  go.” 

All  to  seek  visas 

Bishop  Hodapp  said  the  plan  was  for 
everyone  to  show  up  at  the  Seoul  airport 
and  ask  South  Korean  immigration  offi¬ 
cials  for  entry  visas. 

"When  they  began  to  process  our  visas, 
all  of  a  sudden  they  singled  out  Peggy 
(Billings),  because  of  her  work  as  chair¬ 
person  of  the  North  American  Coalition 
for  Human  Rights  in  Korea,”  he  said. 

(Dr.  Billings,  head  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  World  Divi¬ 
sion,  had  also  participated  in  human- 
rights  activities  while  a  Methodist 
missionary  in  1953-63.  See  related  story.) 

"Then  the  immigration  people  told  us 
that  Peggy  could  not  enter  the  country," 
Bishop  Hodapp  said.  "They  said  they 


would  process  nine  visas  or  nothing.  We 
stood  firm  and  insisted  on  10  visas.” 

Bishop  Hodapp  described  how  the  10 
members  of  the  delegation  were  placed 
in  a  small  room  in  the  airport  and  were 
not  allowed  to  use  a  telephone  to  call  Ko¬ 
rean  church  officials. 

“They  told  us  they  had  no  phone,"  he 
said.  “But  immediately  a  phone  rang. 
Then  we  asked  if  we  could  use  the  phone 
that  rang,  and  they  told  us  no  one  could 
make  outside  calls,  despite  the  fact  that 
we  saw  them  making  outside  calls. 

"Finally,  after  a  lengthy  negotiation, 
they  told  us  that  everyone  was  free  to  go 
to  the  hotel  except  Peggy,  who  would 
have  to  be  impounded  overnight.  We  said 
if  she  was  arrested,  then  we  would  have 
to  be  arrested,  too.” 

Tensions  grew 

The  bishop  said  that  tension  was  grow¬ 
ing  between  the  immigration  officers 
and  the  NCC  delegation  until  a  newscast 
appeared  on  a  nearby  television  set. 

"When  the  newscast  showed  students 


protesting  the  rule  of  President  Chun 
Doo  Hwan,  the  guards  began  to  cheer,” 
he  said.  "That  showed  us  that  even  some 
government  workers  wanted  democratic 
reform,  too. 

“After  that,  we  talked  to  th?m  again. 
They  decided  to  allow  Peggy  to  enter  after 
she  signed  a  declaration  that  she  would  not 
give  any  speeches  and  only  participate  in 
tourist  activities.” 

Bishop  Hodapp  said  it  was  obvious 
that  many  Korean  Methodist  Church 
clergy,  formerly  considered  conserva¬ 
tives,  were  becoming  known  as  moder¬ 
ates  by  participating  in  the  protests. 

"On  the  Sunday  we  were  there,  we 
worshiped  with  the  Rev.  Kim  Ji  Kil,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Ah  Hyun  Methodist  Church,  the 
largest  church  in  Seoul,  and  president  of 
the  Korean  NCC,”  he  said. 

“Rev.  Kim  asked  me  to  preach  during 
the  fourth  worship  service  at  11  a.m. 
Eight  hundred  people  were  there,  and  ev¬ 
eryone  was  coughing  all  during  the  ser¬ 
vice  from  the  tear  gas  in  the  streets." 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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Growth  among  losses 

15  6up’  conferences  largest  since  1982;  overall  dip  hits  69,000 


Annual  conferences  that  grew  during  1986 


1986  totals, 

gains 

,  losses 

North  Central  Jurisdiction 

Central  Illinois 

162.799 

-3,295 

Detroit 

125.637 

-2,903 

East  Ohio 

223.053 

5.320 

Iowa 

230.978 

•5,464 

Minnesota 

114.743 

-1,505 

North  Dakota 

20,338 

-391 

North  Indiana 

135.926 

•3.525 

Northern  Illinois 

148.150 

1,929 

South  Dakota 

35,768 

-370 

South  Indiana 

152.269 

-2,171 

Southern  Illinois 

59,034 

-886 

West  Michigan 

87.230 

-1,447 

West  Ohio 

329.130 

-3,338 

Wisconsin 

126.931 

•1,633 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction 

Baltimore 

231,781 

-1.861 

Central  Pa 

188.884 

-1.808 

Eastern  Pa. 

151,190 

838 

Maine 

29,924 

-391 

New  Hampshire 

17,387 

+  10 

New  York 

165,439 

-1.296 

North  Central  N  Y 

101,721 

-3.674 

Northern  N.J. 

59.327 

-941 

Peninsula 

98,293 

+  313 

Puerto  Rico 

9,297 

59 

S  New  England 

73,143 

-404 

Southern  N.J 

85,229 

224 

Troy 

74,560 

-1,407 

West  Virginia 

150,328 

-2,731 

Western  N  Y 

71,787 

392 

Western  Pa 

221.727 

-3,612 

Wyoming 

70.736 

-87 

South  Central  Jurisdiction 

Central  Texas 

131,731 

+  867 

Kansas  East 

85,617 

-819 

Kansas  West 

112.188 

-2.735 

Little  Rock 

74,963 

-774 

Louisiana 

137,776 

+  23 

Missouri  East 

92,964 

-833 

Missouri  West 

119,022 

-409 

Nebraska 

118,174 

-1.515 

New  Mexico 

61,683 

-770 

North  Arkansas 

86,623 

-1.844 

North  Texas 

152,313 

+  414 

Northwest  Texas 

84,806 

-1,312 

Oklahoma 

247.830 

+  1,186 

Okla.  Indian 

8,414 

+  225 

Rio  Grande 

15.447 

293 

Southwest  Texas 

109,310 

-210 

Texas 

273,402 

+  1.720 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction 

Ala.-W.  Fla. 

131,171 

+  922 

Florida 

339.672 

+  923 

Holston 

180,759 

•1.199 

Kentucky 

78.192 

-477 

Louisville 

91,447 

-796 

Memphis 

98.771 

-1.719 

Mississippi 

116.708 

-925 

North  Alabama 

172.257 

-1.655 

North  Carolina 

217.241 

+  891 

North  Georgia 

259,948 

+  4,074 

North  Mississippi 

74.590 

-1.043 

Red  Bird 

1.321 

+  53 

South  Carolina 

244,248 

+  333 

South  Georgia 

147.302 

-161 

Tennessee 

113,811 

-803 

Virginia 

359,167 

-314 

Western  N.C. 

276,012 

-492 

Western  Jurisdiction 

Alaska 

3,725 

-111 

Calif  Nevada 

95,202 

-888 

Cali*  Pacific 

133,349 

-1.871 

Desert  Southwest 

50,033 

+  730 

Oregon-ldaho 

48,742 

-544 

Pacific  Northwest 

80.603 

-1,114 

Rocky  Mountain 

87,916 

-1.235 

Yellowstone 

22.366 

-643 

9,089,555  +12,684  -81,406 

By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Fifteen  of  the  73  United  Methodist  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  the  United  States  re¬ 
corded  net  membership  increases  during 
1986,  latest  unofficial  tallies  show. 

That  “growth  group,”  largest  since  19 
conferences  reported  increases  in  1982, 
includes  one  conference— New  Hamp¬ 
shire— that  reported  its  first  net  mem¬ 
bership  gain  in  more  than  two  decades. 
By  contrast,  three  “growth”  conferences 
reversed  short-term  loss  records. 

Trends  in  11  other  conferences  caused 
one  UM  membership  researcher  to  say  he 
expects  net  gains  in  many  of  those  by  1988. 

Nevertheless,  total  UM  lay  member¬ 
ship  in  the  United  States  fell  by  nearly 

New-member 
emphasis  pegs 
gain  ‘up  East9 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  key  to  reversing  more  than  two 
decades  of  membership  decline  in  the 
New  Hampshire  Annual  Conference  in¬ 
volved  changing  perspectives. 

“We  decided  to  talk  about  total  new 
members,  not  net  membership  gain,” 
said  the  Rev.  Dwight  S.  Haynes,  director 
of  the  17,387-member  conference’s  coun¬ 
cil  on  ministries. 

In  the  past,  Mr.  Haynes  explained,  pas¬ 
tors  would  often  complain  that  they 
couldn’t  stop  congregations  from  shrink¬ 
ing  because  they  had  no  control  over 
membership  losses  through  deaths  and 
transfers. 

Pastors  were  bringing  about  800  new 
members  into  the  conference’s  114  con¬ 
gregations  each  year,  Mr.  Haynes  said, 
only  to  see  around  1,000  names  removed 
by  deaths  and  transfers. 

Therefore,  in  1986  the  annual  conference 
adopted  a  goal  of  attracting  1,200  new 
members  during  1987,  Mr.  Haynes  said,  and 
divided  that  goal  among  the  114  congrega¬ 
tions  based  on  size  and  type  of  community. 

Those  goals  have  “raised  pastors’  con¬ 
sciousness”  about  membership,  Mr. 
Haynes  said.  Since  the  goals  are  easily 
achievable,  pastors  take  pride  in  reach¬ 
ing  and  exceeding  them. 

“We’re  already  half  way  toward  meet¬ 
ing  our  goal,”  he  said. 

If  losses  stay  around  the  same  1,000 
level,  Mr.  Haynes  said,  the  1,200  new 
members  would  bring  a  200  net  member¬ 
ship  gain  this  year. 

“It’s  too  early  to  kno.w  whether,  we’ll 
reach  200,"  Mr.  Haynes  said.  But  he  not¬ 
ed  that  this  year's  conference  session,  set 
a  1,400  new-member  goal  for  1988. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


69,000  during  1986  to  9.09  million.  That  to¬ 
tal  is  based  on  unofficial  reports  from  an¬ 
nual  conferences  to  “Newscope,”  weekly 
newsletter  from  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

The  0.75  percent  membership  loss  was 
about  10,000  less  than  projected  in  May 
by  the  UM  statistical  agency,  the  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  (see  UMR,  June  5). 

The  69,000  decline,  smallest  since  1983, 
ends  four  years  of  worsening  annual 
membership  losses.  The  denomination, 
which  had  seen  more  than  two  decades 
of  steady  losses  slow  to  51,000  in  1982, 
saw  the  pace  climb  to  76,000  by  1985. 

North  Georgia  leads  growth 

For  the  third  straight  year,  the  North 
Georgia  conference  led  the  list  of  grow¬ 
ing  conferences.  It  showed  net  growth  of 
4,074  last  year,  a  1.6  percent  jump. 

The  Texas  conference,  UMC  growth 
leader  from  1980  to  1983,  notched  the 
second-highest  net  gain  for  1986—1,720. 

At  the  other  extreme,  for  the  third 
straight  year  the  Iowa  conference,  hard- 
hit  by  slumps  in  its  farm-based  economy, 
suffered  the  largest  net  loss— 5,464. 
Since  1980,  Iowa  conference  membership 
has  dropped  by  nearly  31,000. 

Ten  conferences  reported  net  losses  of 
more  than  2,500  each,  accounting  for  54 
percent  of  the  69,000  decline. 

Growth  reaches  beyond  Sun  Belt 

Annual  conferences  in  the  Sun  Belt  con¬ 
tinue  to  dominate  the  “growth  group,”  as 
they  have  for  more  than  a  decade. 

But  for  the  first  time  since  1982, 
Northeastern  conferences  joined  the  list 
during  1986. 

The  New  Hampshire  conference  added 
to  its  head  count— by  10 — for  the  first 
time  since  “the  early  ‘60s  or  late  ‘50s,” 
said  the  Rev.  Dwight  S.  Haynes,  director 
of  the  council  on  ministries. 


The  Peninsula  conference,  covering 
Delaware  and  parts  of  Maryland,  re¬ 
turned  to  the  “growth  group”  after  a 
three-year  absence. 

Both  turnarounds  came  the  year  be¬ 
fore  major  efforts  in  those  two  confer¬ 
ences  to  bring  more  people  into 
Christian  fellowship. 

“It’s  surprising  it  happened  in  1986  when 
we  were  only  talking  about  [new-member] 
goals,”  Mr.  Haynes  said  of  the  growth  in 


the  New  Hampshire  conference. 

This  year,  he  said,  each  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  114  congregations  has  a  “fair 
share”  portion  of  a  goal  to  attract  1,200 
new  members  (see  related  story). 

The  Peninsula  conference  realized  a 
313  membership  increase  even  before 
launching  its  “Offer  Them  Christ”  evan¬ 
gelistic  program  last  Jan.  11,  the  Rev. 
Boyd  Etter,  conference  statistician,  re¬ 
ported  in  May. 

Analysis  of  1986  statistics  for  church- 
school  enrollment,  average  weekly  at¬ 
tendance  at  worship  services  and 
average  weekly  attendance  in  church- 
school  classes  offers  hope  of  growth  in 
other  conferences  in  the  next  few  years, 
said  the  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman. 

Dr.  Hartman,  research  chief  for  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  has  ana¬ 
lyzed  complete  1986  statistical  reports 
from  47  of  the  73  conferences  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

Twenty  of  those  47  recorded  increases 
in  worship  attendance,  he  said— “very 
high  compared  to  past  years.” 

More  significantly,  Dr.  Hartman  said,  11 
of  the  47  conferences  registered  increases 
in  church-school  enrollment,  and  17  report¬ 
ed  increased  church-school  attendance. 

Dr.  Hartman  said  growth  in  church- 
school  enrollment  and  attendance  gener¬ 
ally  precedes  membership  increases  by 
three  years. 


“That  indicates  that  maybe  in  two  years 
or  so  we  will  start  seeing  membership 
changes  in  these  conferences,”  he  added. 

Church  school  aids  growth 

Membership  increases  in  two  confer¬ 
ences  that  have  emphasized  the  church 
school  as  a  tool  for  congregational 
growth  provide  evidence  to  support  Dr. 
Hartman’s  prediction. 

During  1983  the  Louisiana  conference 
experienced  its  first  membership  decline 
in  12  years. 

In  October  1984,  Bishop  Walter  Under-' 
wood,  who  died  earlier  this  year; 
launched  an  effort  to  start  150  new  Sun¬ 
day-school  classes.  By  May  1985  the' 
number  had  surpassed  300. 

During  1986  the  Louisiana  conference 
saw  a  net  membership  increase  of  23  after' 
three  years  of  net  declines  of  300  to  400.  •' 

The  Oklahoma  conference  suffered  a' 
net  membership  loss  of  317  in  1985  after 
many  years  of  modest  growth.  But  since 
1985,  Oklahoma  congregations  have' 
started  600-plus  church-school  classes. 

During  1986  the  Oklahoma  conference 
showed  a  net  membership  increase  of 
1,186,  third  highest  in  the  denomination. 

“The  church  school  emphasis  has  had' 
a  real  impact  on  church  attendance  ■hbd, 
membership,”  said  the  Rev.  Boyce  A.'s 
Bowden,  director  of  communications  for' 
the  Oklahoma  conference. 
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DISCOUNTED  AIR  FARES. 


30% 


TO  EUROPE* 

London  9269 

Manchester  9265 

Paris  9310 

Dusseldorf  9279 

Frankfurt  9279 

Munich  9299 

Zurich/Geneva  9328 

‘One-way  fares  effective  June  1 .  based  on  roundtrip  travel  on  scheduled  airlines.  Government  lees  and 
taxes  additional  -  $23  roundtrip  Fares  subject  to  change.  Some  restrictions  apply. 


FROM  DFW 

(Special  fares 
available  from  other 
area  cities) 


TO  THE  ORIENT* 

Tokyo  9372 

Taipei  9355 

Seoul  9317 

Hong  Kong  9390 

Bangkok  9425 

Singapore  $425 


Dallas:  747-0551 
Matro:  263-7914 


AIRVALUE 


Houston:  627-1505 
800-482-8282 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
925  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
S10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance. 


CLERGY  COUPLE  WITH  PROFESSIONAL  radio 
and  television  ministry  experience  seeks  commun¬ 
ications/ministry  position  for  one  or  both.  Write: 
Dave  and  Kathy  Raines,  153  Lexington  Farm  Rd.,. 
Union.  OH  45322. 


Author  seeks  suggestions 
for  UM  men’s  guidebook 

TULSA— The  Rev.  Larry  Eisenberg, 
commissioned  to  draft  a  handbook  or 
guidebook  for  local-church  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  groups,  is  seeking  ideas  and 
suggestions. 

Mr.  Eisenberg  was  given  the  go-ahead 
by  Jim  Snead,  who  heads  the  UMMen  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Mr.  Eisenberg  said  he  hopes  to  include 
month-by-month  program  ideas  plus  pro¬ 
ject  suggestions. 

Suggestions  may  be  addressed  no  later 
than  Aug.  10  to  the  author  at  1218  S.  Win¬ 
ston,  Tulsa  OK  74112. 

Church  with  UM  backing 
fights  state  medical  center 

CHICAGO  (UMR)— A  Chicago  church 
hopes  to  end  a  10-year  battle  to  condemn 
its  entire  building  through  continued  fi¬ 
nancial  assistance  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference. 

The  United  Church  of  the  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter  has  been  condemned  by  the  State  of 
Illinois  Medical  Center  Commission  for 
land  development  of  medical  facilities. 


But  Illinois  courts  have  not  settled  the 
medical  commission’s  right  to  acquire 
the  whole  church  building. 

Church  officials  said  the  goal  of  the 
suit  is  to  get  another  site  for  the  church 
and/or  funding  to  continue  its  ministry 
where  it  is.  The  church,  a  joint  venture 
between  Presbyterians  and  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  ministers  to  constituents  of  the 
largest  medical  center  in  Illinois. 

Church-state  separation 
big  winner  in  high  court  term 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)— Separation  of 
church  and  state  was  a  big  winner  at  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  during  the  just-com¬ 
pleted  1986-87  term. 

Significant  victories  included  decisions 
that: 

—Unanimously  upheld  a  federal  law 
allowing  churches  and  other  religious  or¬ 
ganizations  to  discriminate  in  favor  of 
their  own  members  when  filling  “secu¬ 
lar”  as  well  as  religious  jobs. 

—Struck  down,  on  a  7-2  vote,  a  law  re¬ 
quiring  the  teaching  of  creation  science 
in  public  schools  whenever  evolution  is 
taught  as  a  theory  of  origins. 

—Ruled  8-1  that  states  may  not  deny 


unemployment  benefits  to  employees 
fired  from  their  jobs  for  refusing  to  work 
on  their  Sabbath. 

UCC  approves  women’s  agency, 
quota  for  Hispanic  staff 

CLEVELAND  (RNS)— The  United 
Church  of  Christ  marked  its  30th  anni¬ 
versary  by  creating  a  permanent  agency 
to  advocate  women’s  rights  and  taking  a 
tough  stand  on  affirmative  action  for 
Hispanics. 

The  resolution  on  Hispanics  followed  a 
walkout  June  29  of  about  50  Hispanic 
leaders  from  the  UCC  convention  floor. 

Church  members  backing  the  women’s 
agency  and  Hispanic  leaders  described 
their  victories  as  hard-won. 

Former  UM  missions  staffer 
takes  magazine  position 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  Rev.  John 
Jordan,  a  staff  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  national  mission 
agency  for  20  years,  has  been  named 
managing  publisher  of  Christianity  and 
Crisis,  an  independent  liberal  biweekly 
published  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Jordan,  a  former  Rhodes  scholar 


who  earned  a  master’s  degree  at  Oxford 
University,  will  carry  responsibility  for 
business  management,  promotion  and 
fund  raising. 

Hustler  vs.  Falwell 
on  next  court  agenda 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)— Although  it 
disposed  of  dozens  of  church-state  cases 
during  its  recently  concluded  term,  the 
Supreme  Court  already  has  announced  it 
will  review  three  such  cases  plus  a  dis¬ 
pute  between  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  and 
Hustler  magazine  publisher  Larry  Flynt 
in  the  term  that  begins  next  October. 

In  what  may  turn  out  to  be  its  most 
important  ruling  on  religious  exercises 
in  public  school  classrooms  in  25  years, 
the  high  court  will  decide  whether  state 
laws  mandating  observance  of  a  moment 
of  silence  at  the  outset  of  the  school  day 
violate  the  First  Amendment. 

The  court  has  agreed  to  decide  if  a 
lower  court  was  right  in  awarding  Mr. 
Falwell  $200,000  in  damages  for  “emo¬ 
tional  distress”  after  an  advertisement 
in  Hustler  magazine  parodied  the  well- 
known  preacher  and  founder  of  the  Mor¬ 
al  Majority  (now  Liberty  Federation). 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES. 
Near  Lake  Janaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  6274067, 627-9507. 
IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyurethane 
paint  on  'A  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes  available. 
Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire  of  Cross  and 
Flame  Insigne,  Suite  280  World  Trade  Center.  San 
Francisco,  CA  94111  or  call  (707)  538-5325. _ 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  Worship  at  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  ti  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. _ 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel¬ 
ler’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool,  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
all  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  SINGLES  Minis¬ 
tries.  Maturity  and  experience  required.  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  121  Wisconsin  Avenue, 
Waukesha,  Wisconsin  53186.  Thomas  Raber, 
414/542-4256.  _ _ _ _ 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  PRESCHOOL/Day 
Care  program  lor  3,700-member  church  in  Bartles¬ 
ville,  Oklahoma.  Desire  professional  education  and 
experience  Salary  negotiable.  Position  open  this 
fall.  Call  Senior  Associate  Minister  (918)  336-3361- 
or  336-8155. _ _ _  ' 

FOR  SALE:  Nine-piece  outdoor  Nativities  com¬ 
plete  $750.  Order  before  Aug.  15  —  save  $50.  Free 
brochure.  Shearl  Products,  Rt  1  Melvin,  IL  60952 
Phone  (217)  388-2894. _ 

PART-TIME  ORDAINED  PASTOR  needed  as  visi¬ 
tation  minister  for  rapidly  growing  church.  Write 
to  Mariner  United  Methodist  Chordi,  7079  Mariner 

Blvd.,  Spring  Hill,  FL  34609. _ _ 

OPEN:  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and  Youth  Min¬ 
istry  position  for  1,500-member  church,  at  First. 
United  Methodist  Church,  808  N.  Monterey,  Far- 
mington,  NM  87401. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  PART-TIME  POSITION 

available  after  August;  1,100-member  Seminole 
Heights  UMC.  Send  resume  to  6111  Central  Ave., 
Tampa,  FL  (813)  236-5931.  Chancel,  bell,  youth, 
children's  choirs.  Pipe  organ.  Apply  now! _ 

KALAMAZOO.  MICHIGAN.  First  United  Methodist 
Church  with  multiple  staff  seeks  full-time  children 
and  adult  education  director.  Also  coordinates  lay 
ministries.  Christian  Education  certification  or  de¬ 
gree  required.  Immediate  opening.  Send  resume,  be¬ 
lief  statement,  salary/benefit  expectations  to  212 
South  Park  St.,  Kalamazoo,  MI  49007. _ 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  900-MEMBER  church 
for  Director  of  Christian  Education  and  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries.  Send  inquiries  to  Crievewood  United  Methodist 
Church.  451  Hogan  Rd.,  Nashville,  TN  37220. 
DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  3,700- 
member  church  in  N.E.  Oklahoma.  Appropriate  ex¬ 
perience  necessary.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact 
Senior  Associate  Minister  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PLANNED  GIVING.  Pacific 
School  of  Religion,  interdenominational  Protestant  * 
seminary  in  Berkeley,  CA.  Requires  interpersonal  ' 
skills  compatible  with  solicitation  of  major  gifts. 
Ability  to  design,  administer,  implement  a  deferred 
giving  program  is  needed.  Church-related  profes¬ 
sional  or  volunteer  experience  is  helpful.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Vice  President  for  Development,  1798  ■ 
Scenic  Avenue,  Berkeley,  CA  94709.  Call  (415)  848- " 
0528  or  write  for  job  description,  closes  August  1. 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  Energetic,  responsive 
ecumenist  sought.  Responsible  for  vitality,  finan¬ 
cial  health,  program  ol  historic  organization.  Pro-  . 
vide  leadership  for  staff/trustees  in  policy, 
programming,  fund  raising.  Work  with  churches, 
ecumenical  agencies,  state  leaders.  Full-time. 
Strong  religious  commitment  and  infectious  love 
of  Bible  needed.  Contact:  Albert  O.  Wilson,  Jr.,  • 
Massachusetts  Bible  Society,  41  Bromfield  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02108. _ 

PADDED.  MAHOGANY  PEWS  FOR  SALE.  Con- .. 
temporary  design. Eighteen  and  twelve-foot' 
lengths.  Information:  Pastor,  A&M  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  417  University  Drive,  College  Station, 
TX  77840.(409)846-8731. _ 

ALCOHOLICS  AND  OTHERS  THERE  IS  HELP.  ’ 

Pastor  once  given  up  as  hopeless  is  concerned.  God  < 
is  able.  Prayer  ana  counseling  5-9  A.M.  Mon-Fri. 
Homer  Polk,  107  8th,  Palestine.  TX,  (214)  729-044 1, 
Westwood  United  Methodist.  ^ 

•  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY 
in  1,000-member  United  Methodist  church  with  4 
vocal  and  3  bell  choirs,  desiring  to  expand  pro¬ 
gram.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church,  120  N.  Ave.  A.,  Canton,  . 


TWO-BEDROOM  CO/OP  PRICED  BELOW  mar¬ 
ket.  Rossmoor  Adult  Community.  Walnut  Creek,  . 
CA.  For  information  call  (415)  938-2318. _ , 

SEEKING  ENTHUSIASTIC,  GIFTED,  experienced 
youth  minister,  full-time,  for  growing  suburban 
church.  Successful  track  record  required,  plus  addi¬ 
tional  gifts  in  one  of  the  following  areas:  music,  pro¬ 
gram  directing,  business  management.  Send  resume 
to  First  UMC,  Box  390,  Edmond,  OK  73Q83. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY,  full-time,  - 
sought  by  1,100  +  member  church  in  southeast 
Missouri.  Please  send  inquiries  and  resumes  to 
Rev.  Paul  Garven,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Main  St  St  Fifth,  Poplar  Bluff,  MO  63901. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  Methodist  Home.  Waco.  ; 
Tex.,  seeks  music  director  to  assist  chaplain  with  re¬ 
ligious  services,  organize  and  train  childrens’  choirs. 
Other  duties  include  PR  trips  and  radio  music.  For  . 
more  information  write  Personnel  Director,  1111 
Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  TX  76708,  (817)  753-0181. 


‘Pedaling  parsons ’  ride  with  a  mission 


EAST  OHIO  CONFERENCE  REPORTER  EDITION  PHOTO 
Pictured  are  the  Rev.  diaries  Peal,  the  Rev.  Mark  Coale, 
the  Rev.  Fred  MacLean,  and  the  Rev.  Bob  Hooker,  four  of  the 
10  “pedaling  parsons”  who  hope  to  average  80  miles  per  day 
on  a  500-mile  ride  across  the  East  Ohio  Conference  Oct.  5-10. 


At  least  11  UM  pastors  are  rolling 
right  along  on  fund  raising.  From  the 
first  trip  in  June  to  the  last  in  October, 
the  “pedaling  parsons”  will  have  ridden 
a  combined  total  of  some  5,700  miles 
across  South  Dakota  and  East  Ohio. 

The  rides  are  intended  to  garner 
pledges  for  world  hunger  relief  and  for 
mission  work  in  Africa. 

A  South  Dakota  pastor,  The  Rev. 
John  Maines,  began  a  260-mile  trip 
across  South  Dakota  June  22,  the  first 
of  two  to  get  pledges  from  local 
churches  to  be  brought  to  the  October 
Dakotas  Area  United  Methodist  In¬ 
gathering  for  World  Hunger.  His 
second  trip  of  some  430  miles  be¬ 
gan  July  2.  His  travel  gear  in¬ 
cluded  ultra-light  camping  equip¬ 
ment  complete  with  stove  and 
fuel  for  camping  out  along  the 
route.  Ten  pastors  from  the  East 
Ohio  Conference  have  scheduled  a 
500-mile  trip  across  the  conference 
Oct.  5-10.  They  hope  to  raise  money 
through  pledges  for  the  purchase  of  bi¬ 
cycles  for  local  pastors  inthe  African 
country  of  Sierra  Leone. 


DAKOTAS  AREA  REPORTER  EDITION  PHOTO 
The  Rev.  John  Maines,  pastor  of  the  Scotland-Tripp  United 
Methodist  Parish  in  South  Dakota,  will  cover  nearly  700  miles 
across  South  Dakota  this  summer  on  his  ST  400  Cannondale 
touring  bike  equipped  with  triple  crankset  and  freewheel. 


IL  61520. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Full¬ 
time  position  for  church  of  500  members  with  ac¬ 
tive  program.  Near  Springfield,  Illinois.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Rochester  UMC,  P.O. 
Box  467,  Rochester,  IL  625?4 
FULL-TIME  RESIDENT  CAMP  MANAGER/?;.  - 
ector  Gretna  Glen  Program  Center,  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Conference.  For  application  contact;  Rev. 
Robert  M.  Daugherty,  P.O.  Box  820,  Valley  Forge, 
PA  19482. 
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Landmark 
lodestone 
lifting  asked 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— St.  Paul  and  St.  Andrew 
United  Methodist  Church  has  voted  to 
ask  the  New  York  City  Landmarks  Pres¬ 
ervation  Commission  to  remove  its  land¬ 
mark  status  on  the  basis  of  financial 
hardship. 

In  late  1986  the  U  S.  Supreme  Court  re¬ 
fused  to  hear  an  appeal  based  on  the 
church’s  contention  that  the  landmark 
designation  infringed  on  the  free  exer¬ 
cise  of  religion  guaranteed  under  the 
First  Amendment  of  the  Constitution. 

Since  then  the  church  has  had  an  ar¬ 
chitect  and  a  mechanical  engineer  esti¬ 
mating  the  cost  of  renovating  its 
deteriorating  1899  building.  They  put  the 
cost  of  badly  needed  repairs  to  exterior 
masonry  and  roof,  plus  rewiring  and  re¬ 
modeling  of  bathrooms,  at  91.5  million. 
Minimal  repairs  to  the  interior  would  to¬ 
tal  $5  million. 

"To  put  the  building  in  first-class 
shape,  bringing  it  up  to  code,  installing 
air  conditioning  and  making  it  accessible 
would  come  to  $10  million,”  said  the 
Rev.  Edward  C.  Horne,  pastor.  "We  esti¬ 
mate  we  could  raise  about  $1  million.” 

The  wide  disparity  between  renovation 
costs  and  the  congregation's  fund-raising 
potential  led  it  to  vote  June  24  to  demol¬ 
ish  the  building  and  construct  a  smaller 
church,  most  likely  in  conjunction  with 
an  apartment  building. 

Before  this  can  be  done  the  Land¬ 
marks  Preservation  Commission  must 


FORT  WAYNE,  Ind.— Charles  Crowder,  Retreat  in  Motion’s  executive  director,  and  Carol  Ewing,  a  part-time 
staff  member,  discuss  plans  for  the  bus  ministry’s  next  trip.  The  bench-type  seats  are  converted  into  beds  at  night 
for  sleeping.  The  bus  often  travels  all  night  while  passengers  sleep. 

Churches  sponsor  6 ministry  in  motion 9 


give  its  approval. 

"We’ll  file  our  petition  as  soon  as  we 
can,”  said  Mr.  Horne. 

St.  Paul  and  St.  Andrew  was  land- 
marked  in  1981  over  its  strenuous  objec¬ 
tion.  The  Landmarks  Committee  has 
called  it  an  important  example  of  scien¬ 
tific  eclecticism.  Others  have  labeled  it 
an  architectural  mishmash. 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Seeds  of  faith  and  fellowship  have 
been  planted— even  “fertilized”— for  the 
past  seven  years  aboard  two  rainbow- 
colored  buses  used  by  “Retreat  in  Motion 
Inc.,”  a  United  Methodist-organized  bus 
ministry  based  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

RIM,  as  the  bus  ministry  is  called,  pro¬ 
vides  meals,  daily  devotions  and  simple 
overnight  bunking  facilities  for  church  and 
secular  groups  looking  for  relatively  inex¬ 
pensive,  group-oriented  transportation. 

Trips  booked  through  the  ministry 
have  gone  as  far  as  Canada,  Florida  and 
the  Grand  Canyon.  This  fall,  one  group 
plans  to  go  to  Alaska. 

‘We’re  a  ministry  on  wheels’ 

“tye’re  not  et  charter  service;  we’re  a 
ministry  on  wheels;”  said  Charles 
Crowder,  executive,  director  of  RIM  and 
a  member  of  Simpson  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Fort  Wayne. 

“Our  buses  are  a  means  to  an  end- 
bringing  people  to  a  better  understand- 
ipg  of  God,”  Mr.  Crowder  added. 

»  RIM  is  staffed  by  volunteers— mostly 
United  Methodists  from  churches  across 
tjie  North  Indiana  Annual  Conference — 
who  do  the  driving,  prepare  the  meals  on 
3  six-burner  stove,  lead  tours  and  ar¬ 
range  overnight  stays  at  campgrounds 
qnd  tourist  facilities. 

;  More  importantly,  though,  Mr. 
Crowder  said,  volunteers  rotate  leading 
daily  devotionals  at  roadside  parks,  over 
$ie  bus’  public  address  system  or  at 
group  destinations  such  as  Chimney 


Rock  in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains  or 
Niagara  Falls. 

"We  work  more  on  faith-building  than 
we  do  on  decision-making,”  said  Mr. 
Crowder.  Nevertheless,  RIM  volunteers 
have  seen  several  people  make  personal 
decisions  for  Christ  while  on  trips,  he  said. 

"We  plant  seeds,  and  we  fertilize,”  Mr. 
Crowder  added. 

Aim  to  build  relationships 

The  aim  of  the  ministry  is  to  build  re¬ 
lationships  through  the  devotionals,  sing- 
alongs  and  late-night  chatter  sessions  on 
board,  Mr.  Crowder  said.  “You  can’t  stay 
cooped  up  on  a  bus  with  somebody  for  72 
hours  and  not  build  a  stronger  relation¬ 
ship  with  them,”  he  said. 

Nobody  is  really  “cooped  up”  on  the 
converted  Greyhound  buses,  though. 
Seats  and  tabletops  convert  into  beds 
that  sleep  34  on  one  bus;  36-on  the  other. 

The  ministry  will  also  arrange  for 
overnight  stays  in  motels  if  that’s  what 
the  group  wants. 

Much  of  the  long-distance  driving  is 
done  at  night  while  passengers  sleep,  Mr. 
Crowder  said.  Three  drivers  normally 
accompany  each  trip. 

The  ministry  has  42  volunteer  drivers 
(all  of  whom  have  chauffeurs’  licenses) 
and  “many,  many  more”  non-driving  vol¬ 
unteers  ranging  from  teachers  to  farm¬ 
ers,  Mr.  Crowder  said. 

Since  most  trips  are  scheduled  over 
weekends,  most  volunteers  do  not  have 
get  off  work,  he  said.  However  many  vol¬ 
unteers  use  their  vacation  time  to  ac¬ 
company  longer  trips  to  places  like  New 


England  and  Florida. 

Eighty  percent  of  the  ministry  is  to 
young  people,  but  the  adult  market  is 
growing,  Mr.  Crowder  added. 

"Adults  are  hesitant  because  we  do  not 
have  restrooms  on  board,  but  we  stop  of¬ 
ten,  and  it’s  never  been  a  problem,”  he 
said. 

The  bus  ministry  was  started  in  1979 
when  three  United  Methodist  churches  in 
Fort  Wayne— Simpson,  Faith  and  Wayne 
Street— pooled  $20,000  in  “seed"  money 
to  buy  the  first  bus  (it’s  still  in  service). 

Independent  board  governs 

The  ministry  is  governed  by  an  inde¬ 
pendent  board  of  15  United  Methodist  lay 
and  clergypeople.  None  of  the  three 
churches  is  directly  responsible  for  the 
ministry  although  each  has  representa¬ 
tives  "bn' the-ministry  board  of  directors. 
►^RIM’s  annual  budget  is  about  $100,000, 
Mr.  Crowder  explained,  and  last  year  the 
ministry  came  within  $100  of  breaking 
even. 

The  ministry  is  an  approved  Advanced 
Special  of  the  North  Indiana  conference. 
About  20  percent  of  its  income  came 
from  Advanced  Special  gifts  and  person¬ 
al  donations,  Mr.  Crowder  said.  The  re¬ 
mainder  came  from  tour  charges. 

Mr.  Crowder  says  RIM’s  services,  in¬ 
cluding  meals,  tour  guides  and  devotion¬ 
als,  cost  20  to  30  percent  less  than  a 
charter  service.  For  instance,  a  typical 
two-day,  two-night,  1,200-mile  trip  to  To¬ 
ronto  and  Niagara  Falls  from  Fort 
Wayne  and  return  would  cost  between 
$1,500-$1,800  per  bus  load,  he  said. 


Asked  why  the  church  did  not  plead 
hardship  in  the  first  place,  Mr.  Home 
said  it  was  a  matter  of  principle.  Parish¬ 
ioners  believed  that  opening  church 
books  and  letting  a  government  agency 
determine  the  financial  viability  of  a  re¬ 
ligious  institution  violated  the  First 
Amendment  and  the  free  exercise  of  reli¬ 
gion  guarantee. 

The  congregation  also  resisted  the  sug¬ 
gestion  that  all  its  resources  must  be 
spent  on  building  repairs  leaving  none 
for  mission,  Mr.  Horne  said. 

Still  to  be  decided  is  what  type  of 
apartment  building  might  be  built,  he 
said. 

"We’d  prefer  moderate  or  low-income 
housing  if  we  can  find  a  developer  who’s 
interested  in  building  it.  If  forced  to  go 
the  luxury  route  we  would  use  the  in¬ 
come  for  missional  purposes,  probably 
rehabilitating  single-room-occupancy 
buildings  on  the  Upper  West  Side  to 
maintain  affordable  housing  in  the 
neighborhood.” 

A  building  committee  was  appointed 
at  the  recent  church  conference. 

In  its  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
church  said  its  membership  had  fallen  to 
250  with  regular  Sunday  attendance  of 
about  100  and  that  it  urgently  needed  to 
modify  "an  unsafe,  decaying  and  over¬ 
sized  structure”  designed  to  seat  1,000. 

In  opposing  the  appeal,  the  city  argued 
the  suit  was  unworthy  of  the  high  court’s 
attention  because  the  church  could  seek 
administrative  relief  if  the  preservation 
law’s  requirements  imposed  undue  hard¬ 
ship. 


China  press 
first  Bibles 
due  shortly 

By  CHARLES  LERRIGO 
:  NEW  YORK-The  first  Bibles  will  be- 

f*;in  to  roll  off  China’s  new  Amity  Print- 
ng  Press  in  September,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Ewing  W.  Carroll  Jr.,  director  of 
United  Methodism’s  China  Program 
based  in  New  York. 

•  Chinese  Christians’  effort  to  supply 
their  country  with  Bibles  is  a  far  cry,  he 
Said,  from  the  days  of  that  nation’s  “Cul¬ 
tural  Revolution”  (1966-76)  when  some 
Christians  tore  their  officially  banned 
Bibles  apart  so  portions  could  be  more 
Widely  shared. 

;  United  Methodists  in  the  United  States 
are  seeking  $150,000  through  Advance 
Specials  over  a  two-year  period  to  aid 
the  $6.7  million  Nanjing-based  publishing 
venture  of  the  United  Bible  Societies  and 
the  Amity  Foundation.  To  date,  $5,000 
Ifias  come  in. 

•;  Mr.  Carroll  called  the  Advance  Special 
for  the  printing  press  an  “opportunity  of 
a  lifetime  for  grass-roots  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  join  in  this  growth  of  the  Christian 
phurch  in  China.”  The  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  World  Division  contributed 
$50,000  to  the  operation  last  fall. 
t  The  Amity  Foundation,  owner  of  the 
pew  press,  is  an  independent  people’s  or¬ 
ganization  promoting  health,  education 
and  social  service  projects  in  the  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Republic.  Chinese  Protestant  lead¬ 
ers  constitute  a  majority  of  the  board 
piembers. 

j  The  printing  plant  in  Nanjing  will  em¬ 
ploy  200  people  to  print  hymnbooks, 
Christian  literature  and  much-needed 
gecular  educational  textbooks.  The  facil¬ 
ity  will  include  a  state-of-the-art  web 
press,  two  sheet-fed  presses  and  comput¬ 
erized  typesetter  with  Chinese  capabili¬ 
ties. 

;  The  plant  will  also  have  living  quar¬ 
ters  and  a  greenhouse  to  help  feed  em¬ 
ployees. 

%  More  than  2  million  Chinese-language 


NANJING,  China— United  Bible  Societies  production  consultant  David  Thorne  meets  with  Chinese  leaders  plan¬ 
ning  installation  of  the  Amity  Printing  Press  in  Nanjing.  United  Methodist  funds  help  support  the  church-related 
educational  agency  which  will  soon  produce  Chinese-language  Bibles  in  Amity’s  new  printing  facility 


Bibles  have  been  printed  in  the  People’s 
Republic  since  the  government  put  an 
end  to  the  confiscation  of  Bibles  and  sup¬ 
pression  of  the  church  during  the  Cultur¬ 
al  Revolution,  Mr.  Carroll  noted. 

Chinese  Christian  leaders  tell  many 
stories  of  how  church  members  relied  on 
scripture  memorization  or  on  biblical 
fragments  to  study  during  the  Cultural 
Revolution. 

One  common  method  of  sharing  the 
Bible  was  to  tear  it  into  its  separate 
books,  with  each  person  taking  one  book. 
These  individual  books  of  the  Bible 
would  be  studied,  then  exchanged. 

Bishop  K.  H  Ting,  president  of  the 
Amity  Foundation  and  the  China  Chris¬ 


tian  Council,  said  recently:  "Even  if  ev¬ 
ery  Protestant  had  a  Bible  I  don’t  think 
the  limit  would  have  been  reached.  The 
Chinese  church  is  an  evangelistic  church, 
and  many  Christians  like  to  share  the  Bi¬ 
ble  with  others.” 

“The  new  press  is  a  witness  to  the 
church,  an  outreach  to  secular  society, 
ami  a  positive  inuuci  oi  Western  technol¬ 
ogy  for  China’s  modernization,”  Mr.  Car- 
roll  said,  “which  makes  it  possible  to 
meet  the  demand  for  Bibles  without 
breaking  any  laws. 

"The  church  is  growing  rapidly,  and 
the  Amity  Printing  Press  is  a  new  way  of 
partnership  in  mission,”  said  the  World 
Division  executive. 


The  Amity  Foundation,  created  in 
1985,  lists  three  goals: 

•  To  contribute  to  China’s  social  devel¬ 
opment  and  efforts  towards  moderniza¬ 
tion. 

•  To  make  Christian  involvement  and 
participation  more  widely  known  to  the 
Chinese  people. 

•To  serve  as  a  channel  for  the  ecu¬ 
menical  sharing  of  resources  and  inter¬ 
national  people-to-people  relationships. 

Advance  Special  gifts  should  be  marked 
Amity  Printing  Press  #009712-5  R-A.  The 
goal  is  $75,000  per  year  in  1987  and  1988. 

Mr.  Lerrigo  is  director  of  interpretive 
services  for  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


Book  Review 

Official  biographer  gives 
uncritical  view  of  Graham 


“To  All  the  Nations:  the  Billy  Graham 
Story”  by  John  C.  Pollock:  Harper  & 
Row.  1985. 192  pages. 

By  MARVIN  E.  CEYNAR 

"To  All  the  Nations"  chronicles  Billy 
Graham’s  religious  call  as  a  North  Caro¬ 
lina  youth,  plus  his  testing  and  rise  to 
fame  as  an  internationally  wide  influen¬ 
tial  evangelist  with  an  impressive  orga¬ 
nization. 

Graham’s  official  biographer,  John 
Pollock,  bases  his  sketches  on  the  pri¬ 
vate  papers  of  Graham,  interviews 
around  the  world,  and  mass  media  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Graham  crusades. 

Even  critics  of  Billy  Graham  would 
concur  that  he  has  emerged  as  the  best 
known  evangelist  of  all  time  and  gradu¬ 
ally  has  matured  into  a  more  socially  as¬ 
tute  American  diplomat,  as  on  racial  and 
world  peace  issues. 

The  earlier  Graham  with  his  strident 
posture  and  Bible  thumping  simplicity 
has  been  replaced  by  a  less  tense  and 
more  aware  communicator:  capable  of 
coping  with  mud  and  cold  rain  at  rallies; 
eager  to  organize  follow-up  programs  in 
local  areas  for  those  making  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christ;  adjusting  the  message 
content  for  different  audiences  but  with¬ 
out  sacrificing  Christ;  garnering  press 
support  and  an  ecumenical  base  wherev¬ 
er  possible;  skillfully  using  modern  tech¬ 
nologies,  etc. 

We  get  insights  about  an  aging  Gra¬ 
ham,  in  his  late-sixties  now,  who  more 
carefully  schedules  his  limited  time.  His 
sincerity,  clean  lifestyle,  and  direct  mes¬ 
sage  of  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior 
are  unmistakeable  throughout  his  ca¬ 
reer. 

Graham’s  health  and  doubts  are  sur¬ 
faced  occasionally  and  honestly  dealt 
with. 

More  seriously,  Pollock  comes  close  to 
hero  worship,  a  danger  of  most  biogra¬ 


phers.  It  shines  through  as  in  the  Water¬ 
gate  scandal  when  Graham  reluctantly 
bowed  to  factual  awareness  of  former 
President  Nixon’s  disastrous  involve¬ 
ment  and  coverup.  Such  is  the  problem 
with  close  friendships  and  naivete  of 
which  Graham  has  been  accused. 

Another  area  of  simplistic  salvation 
unrelated  sufficiently  to  new  behavior 
patterns  is  apartheid.  From  Pollock’s 
analysis,  one  would  think  that  the  1973 
Graham  crusades  dealt  a  death  blow  to 
South  African  racism.  He  concludes 
Chapter  12,  “The  fear  that  lies  at  the 
root  of  apartheid  was  lost  at  the  foot  of 
the  Cross”  (p.  109).  In  the  mid-1980s  we 
are  seeing  how  superficial  the  changes 
were.  Some  individuals  may  have  re¬ 
formed,  but  the  system  resists  meaning¬ 
ful  correction.  Evil  dies  a  hard  death 
something  Graham  has  struggled  to  un¬ 
derstand. 

Although  this  text  is  much  appreciated 
for  its  attempts  to  factually  and  simply 
trace  Graham’s  ministry,  it  lacks  pol¬ 
ished,  memorable  moving  passages 
which  one  might  read  and  re-read.  Per¬ 
haps  this  is  proper,  considering  that  Gra¬ 
ham  intentionally  preaches  generally  for 
the  level  of  a  12-year-old. 

A  better  organizational  pattern  would 
have  ended  the  book  with  a  chapter  per¬ 
haps  facing  the  query  “Where  next,  Billy 
Graham?  Who  will  replace  you?” 

Also  appropriate  would  have  been 
some  independent  assessments  of  his  ca¬ 
reer. 

“To  All  the  Nations”  is  a  sympathetic 
insider  evaluation  of  a  great  evangelist. 
Pollock  presents  the  most  positive  side 
of  Graham’s  witness.  More  objective  his¬ 
torians  over  a  period  of  years  will  have 
to  definitively  place  him  in  the  history  of 
evangelism. 

Mr.  Ceynar  is  from  Moville.  Iowa,  and 
is  president  of  the  Interstate  Religious 
Writers  Association. 


History  of  Hymns 

‘Come,  thou  Fount’  came 
from  Independence  backer 


Come,  thou  Fount  of  every  blessing, 
Tune  my  heart  to  sing  Thy  grace; 
Streams  of  mercy,  never  ceasing. 

Call  for  songs  of  loudest  praise ; 
Teach  me  some  melodious  sonnet, 
Sung  by  flaming  tongues  above; 
Praise  the  mount!  I’m  fixed  upon  it, 
Mount  of  Thy  redeeming  love. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Robert  Robinson,  an  English  preacher, 
wrote  l<Come,  Thou  Fount  of  Every 
Blessing”  in  1758. 

Numerous  Scriptural  allusions  are  evi¬ 
dent  in  the  hymn,  most  significant  of 
which  is  the  use  of  the  word  "Ebenezer” 
in  the  first  line  of  stanza  two. 

The  word  is  found  in  1  Samuel  7:12, 
"Then  Samuel  took  a  stone,  and  set  it  up 
between  Mizpeh  and  Shen,  and  called  the 
name  of  it  Ebenezer,  saying.  Hitherto 
hath  the  Lord  helped  us.”  Ebenezer  is  a 
Hebrew  word  meaning  "stone  of  help.” 

Apprenticed  to  a  London  barber  when 
he  was  14,  Robinson  much  preferred 
reading  books  to  cutting  hair.  Three 
years  later  he  was  converted  through  the 
influence  of  the  preaching  of  George 
Whitefield. 

Soon  after  his  conversion  he  began  to 
preach,  first  with  a  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Norfolk,  then  with  an  Independent 
congregation  in  Norwich.  He  then  be¬ 
came  pastor  of  the  Stone  Yard  Baptist 


Church,  Cambridge,  in  1761  and 
preached  there  until  his  retirement  in 
1790. 

In  addition  to  his  pastoral  work  at 
Cambridge,  Robinson  farmed  and 
worked  as  a  coal  and  com  merchant  to 
supplement  his  family’s  income. 

He  possessed  unusual  oratorical  gifts 
and  spoke  boldly  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  Before  and  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  Robinson  championed  the 
independence  of  the  American  colonies. 

The  tune  most  frequently  used  in  sing¬ 
ing  the  hymn  is  of  unknown  origin.  It  ap¬ 
peared  without  a  name  in  a  collection 
published  by  John  Wyeth  in  Harrisburg, 
Penn.,  in  1813. 

A  successful  businessman,  Wyeth 
made  no  claim  to  any  musical  skills  or 
knowledge.  But  he  sensed  the  need  for  a 
compilation  of  the  folk  tunes  so  popular 
in  the  camp  meetings  and  revivals  of  the 
Methodists  and  Baptists  of  Pennsylvania 
at  the  time.  An  active  Unitarian,  Wyeth 
published  a  book  that  was  widely  used 
and  widely  copied  by  compilers  of  subse¬ 
quent  tune  books. 

Wyeth’s  popularity  and  political  stat¬ 
ure  are  evident  from  the  fact  that  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  of  Harrisburg  by 
President  George  Washington  in  1793 
and  served  in  that  position  five  years. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Be  Thou  My  Vision ” 


UM  meeting  among 
Arizona  cancellations 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  convention  boycott  of 
Arizona  protesting  Gov.  Evan  Mecham’s 
decision  to  abolish  a  state  holiday  honor¬ 
ing  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  has 
cost  the  state’s  tourist  industry  $8.1  mil¬ 
lion  in  revenue,  according  to  a  tourism 
bureau  official. 

The  boycott  campaign,  launched  last 
March,  is  led  by  a  black  Baptist  minis¬ 
ter,  the  Rev.  Warren  H.  Stewart  Sr.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Institutional  Baptist  Church 
in  Phoenix. 

So  far,  21  conventions  have  canceled, 
said  Ellyn  Clifton,  vice  president  of  con¬ 
vention  sales  for  the  Phoenix  and  Valley 
of  the  Sun  Convention  and  Visitors  Bu¬ 
reau.  She  estimated  that  the  state  will 
lose  $18.6  million  in  convention  business 
because  of  the  governor’s  action. 

Among  the  meetings  that  have  been 
moved  elsewhere  are  at  least  three 
church-sponsored  gatherings— the  spring 

1987  meeting  of  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Judicial  Council,  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  of  the  Unitarian  Univer- 
salist  Association  and  the  mid-winter 

1988  board  meeting  of  the  Progressive 
National  Baptist  Convention. 


Poem  of  the  Week 
Museum  Testimonial 
Moon  rocks 
brought  back  home 
by  voyagers 

who  braved  the  unknown 
stay  stolidly  where  put 
and  do  nothing. 

Prayers 

sent  out  from  home 
by  sojourners 
who  believe  the  Unknown 
travel  unerringly 
and  create  love. 

—  Pollyanna  Sedziol 


Top  priority 
given  Palestine 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

UNITED  NATIONS— A  recent 
symposium  on  the  question  of  Pales¬ 
tine  urged  the  United  States  and 
Canada  to  take  “all  possible  steps” 
to  get  an  international  peace  confer¬ 
ence  on  the  Middle  East. 

Ethel  Born,  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  of  Salem,  Va.,  chaired  the 
fourth  North  American  symposium 
of  non-governmental  organizations 
(NGOs)  considering  the  question  of 
Palestine.  She  has  been  moderator 
of  the  coordinating  committee  for 
the  last  year. 

"It  is  essential  that  the  interna¬ 
tional  peace  conference  be  attended 
by  representatives  of  both  Israel 
and  the  Palestine  Liberation  Orga¬ 
nization,  Arab  states  party  to  the 
conflict,  the  United  States  and  the 
Soviet  Union,”  said  a  final  declara¬ 
tion  issued  by  the  symposium. 

The  declaration  called  on  the  two 
North  American  governments  to 
work  for  implementation  of  a  1983 
U.N.  General  Assembly  Resolution 
which  makes  the  United  Nations  re¬ 
sponsible  for  calling  the  peace  con¬ 
ference.  That  resolution  set  certain 
"guidelines,”  which  the  NGOs  reaf¬ 
firmed. 

Chief  among  them  are  recognition 
of  the  PLO  as  the  sole  legitimate 
representative  of  the  Palestine  peo¬ 
ple  and  the  inalienable  rights  of  the 
Palestinian  people,  including  the 
right  to  return,  to  self-determina¬ 
tion  without  external  interference, 
and  to  establish  an  independent  Pal¬ 
estinian  state  on  its  own  national 
territory  under  the  leadership  of  the 
PLO. 
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AGENDA 


Activities 

Peoples  provides  year  round  activities  for  the  children 
which  consist  of  field  trips,  picnics,  movies,  visits  to  zoos,  na¬ 
ture  centers  and  museums,  etc.  This  broadens  and  increases 
the  horizons  of  knowledge  and  awareness  of  the  children.  It 
also  develops  the  children's  cognitive  senses  to  the  point 
where  they  are  inquiring  and  seeking  answers  to  a  world  that 
some  have  never  been  exposed  to. 

Collective  and  individual  activities  are  routine  for  our  chil¬ 
dren.  On  a  daily  basis,  our  routine  activities  develop  their 
physical  and  mental  attitudes  along  with  their  muscular  coor¬ 
dination  and  mental  alertness. 

Medical  Services 

Peoples  maintains  a  physician  on  call  to  provide  for  medi¬ 
cal  needs  that  might  arise.  Speech  and  hearing  examinations 
are  provided  by  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Health  and  Hu¬ 
man  Resources. 

Food  Services 

Wholesome  meals  and  snacks  are  provided  according  to 
state  approved  menus.  Each  meal  is  well  balanced  and  pro¬ 
vides  the  necessary  nutritional  components. 

Persons  Served 

Peoples  Community  Center  serves  persons  without  regard 
to  race,  sex,  religious  affiliation,  or  national  origin. 

Special  attention  is  given  to  serving  those  unable  to  pay  the 
full  cost  of  care.  This  is  done  by  use  of  a  sliding  fee  scale 
which  reflects  the  family’s  income  and  the  number  of  children 
within  the  family  requiring  care. 

Placement  Of  Children 

Applications  for  child  care  are  obtained  from  the  staff  re¬ 
ceptionist.  Parents  are  required  to  present  the  following: 

1)  Copy  of  child’s  birth  certificate 

2)  Child’s  immunization  card 

3)  Case  history,  and  other  information  which  will  be  of  use 
as  the  child  is  admitted. 

Funding 

Peoples  Community  Center  has  three  primary  sources  of  in¬ 
come.  These  are  as  follows: 

1)  Purchase  of  care  by  parents  based  on  a  sliding  scale  of 
fees 

2)  The  United  Way  of  Greater  New  Orleans 

3)  Contributions  from  individuals  and  churches.  Peoples  is  a 
recipient  of  funds  from  the  Good  Samaritan  Offering  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


General  Information 

Peoples  Community  Center  has  been  serving  persons  in  the 
central  city  area  of  New  Orleans  for  almost  three  quarters  of 
a  century.  Originally  begun  as  a  well  baby  clinic  in  1920,  the 
center  soon  expanded  to  accommodate  children  of  working 
mothers.  Although  the  primary  focus  of  service  has  been  on 
children,  Peoples  has  also  provided  a  variety  of  programs  for 
youth  and  adults  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  center. 

Peoples  Community  Center  is  located  at  2019  Simon  Bolivar 
Avenue,  within  minutes  of  the  center  business  district  and 
within  view  of  the  Superdome.  The  community  is  one  of  great 
need  as  it  is  composed  of  large  numbers  of  persons  with  low 
incomes,  as  well  as  many  single  parents. 

Peoples  Community  Center  is  a  non-profit  corporation 
owned  by  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  control  of  the  agency  is  vested  in  a 
board  of  directors,  the  members  of  which  are  elected  by  the 
conference. 

Peoples  is  licensed  as  a  day  care  provider  by  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Health  and  Human  Resources,  and  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  United  Way  of  Greater  New  Orleans. 

Curriculum 

Every  child  at  the  center  is  exposed  to  the  language  arts 
through  story  telling,  games,  play  and  listening  activities. 
Math  and  science  experiences  are  a  regular  part  of  the  daily 
routine.  The  center  provides  further  enrichment  experiences 
inline  art§,.  drama,  music,  singing  and  dancing.  An  overall 
curriculum  development  specialist  is  employed  by  the  center 
and  plans  a  year  round  program  of  education  which  is  proving 
to  be  extremely  helpful  to  our  children. 


Peoples  Community  Center 
2019  Simon  Bolivar  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70113 
(504)  524-1041 

I  wish  to  help  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  the  children 
served  by  Peoples.  Enclosed  is  my  donation  of  % _ 

Name  _ _ 

Address  _ 


If  gift  is  memorial  please  complete  information  below: 

In  Memory  (Honor)  _ 

Please  Notify  _ _ 

Address  _ _ _ 


A 

Rev.  Alfred  Pollar,  Director 
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On  CJhe  Way  . . . 


It  is  catalpa-tuming  time!  For  those  of  you  who  don’t  know  what  that  is,  it 
is  fishing  for  bream  with  catalpa  caterpillars  or  “catawba”  worms. 

In  May  or  June,  you  can  fish  with  the  big  green  worms  in  their  natural 
state.  However,  in  July  and  August,  it  improves  your  chances  for  large 
bream  to  offer  a  freshly  turned  catalpa. 

A  fellow  who  fishes  the  dark  flowing  streams  of  western  Louisiana 
showed  me  the  trick,  and  I  am  passing  it  on  to  you.  Most  people  think  that 
you  turn  them  inside  out.  My  friend  says  that  is  wrong.  You  turn  them  out¬ 
side  in! 

His  method  is  quick  and  surefire.  He  bites  the  head  off  (so  far  I  confess  I 
have  been  able  only  to  pinch  it  off),  takes  a  No.  8  hook,  and  with  the 
rounded  part  pushes  into  the  tail  of  the  worm,  slipping  the  worm  up  the 
shank  with  the  thumb  and  forefinger.  This  gradually  turns  the  worm  upside 
down,  inside  out  and  outside  in. 

The  best  worms  are  always  juicy,  and  the  greenish  liquid  leaves  a  dark 
stain  on  your  hand,  which  is  a  small  price  to  pay  for  the  advantage  you  now 
enjoy.  Fished  on  a  light  fly-rod,  without  a  cork  or  sinker,  you  are  almost 
guaranteed  a  16-ounce  bream. 

Catalpa  worms  are  sometimes  difficult  to  find.  I  love  the  story  about 
three  friends  who  were  planning  a  catalpa  worm  fishing  trip.  One  of  them 
climbed  a  catalpa  tree  to  get  some  worms  and  fell  out,  breaking  his  leg. 
Upon  hearing  the  news,  one  friend  turned  to  the  other  and  said,  “I  wonder  if 
he  got  ’em  all?” 


Thiel  chairs  planning  and  research 


Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  announces  the  selection  of 
Art  Thiel,  an  active  layman  of  Broad¬ 
moor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  as  the  Chairperson  of  the  Plan¬ 
ning  and  Research  Committee  of  the 
Conference  Council.  This  change  in  lead¬ 
ership  became  necessary  upon  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  Mr.  Roger  Guissinger,  who  will 
devote  his  time  exclusively  to  the  new 
program  approved  at  Annual  Conference 
dealing  with  Louisiana’s  Families  in 
Poverty. 

Mr.  Thiel  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin, 
coming  to  Louisiana  in  1959,  when  he 
joined  the  Public  Affairs  Research  as  its 
director  of  research.  He  served  in  that 
position  until  being  appointed  president 
in  1975.  Since  his  retirement  from  PAR 
in  1984,  Thiel  has  been  serving  as  the  Di¬ 
rector  of  Development  for  the  College  of 
Business  Administration  at  LSU. 

The  Committee  on  Planning  and  Re¬ 
search  is  an  established  committee  of 
the  Annual  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  The  committee  functions  as  the 
planning  and  research  arm  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil. 

•It  is  to  engage  in  planning  and  re¬ 
search  on  behalf  of  the  Council  in  the 


continuing  ministry  of  the  church  within 
the  conference. 

•  It  is  to  serve  as  an  advisory  group  in 
planning  and  research  for  the  Annual 
Conference  and  its  agencies. 

•It  is  to  be  the  clearinghouse  for  all 
planning  and  research  projects  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Annual  Conference  and  its 
agencies. 

•  It  is  to  provide  a  linkage  role  for  the 
Council  as  it  relates  to  and  cooperates 
with  the  planning  and  research  projects 
of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

Planning  and  research  are  essential  in 
the  functioning  of  the  Church  at  any 
time.  Such  a  process  is  indispensable  in 
times  of  rapid  change.  Through  this  pro¬ 
cess,  the  Church  is  enabled  to  be  respon¬ 
sive  to  the  changes  in  society  and  what 
United  Methodists  “ought”  to  be  doing  in 
the  light  of  the  demands  of  the  Gospel. 

Over  the  years,  this  committee  has 
been  active  and  has  led  the  Conference 
in  such  projects  as  the  Bi-Centennial  ob¬ 
servance,  the  Task  Force  for  writing  the 
History  of  Louisiana  Methodism,  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  Louisiana  Families  in 
Poverty,  long-range  planning  for  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  staffing  and 
formulating  a  Task  Force  to  study  a  pos¬ 
sible  Conference  retreat  center. 


The  first  meeting  of  this  committee 
under  Mr.  Thiel’s  leadership  will  be  July 
30  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge 
beginning  at  10  a  m. 

The  Committee  on  Planning  and  Re¬ 
search,  through  its  meetings,  will  contin¬ 


ue  to  assist  the  Annual  Conference  in 
pointing  out  various  issues  and  problems 
the  Conference  faces  and  in  providing 
guidelines  and  tools  necessary  for  han¬ 
dling  the  different  aspects  of  the  life  and 
work  of  the  Annual  Conference. 


NEW  LEADER  —  Pictured  above  are  the  new  Chairperson  of  the  Planning  and 
Research  Committee,  Art  Thiel,  left,  and  the  Executive  Director  of  the  CCOM,  Dr. 
Harvey  G.  Williamson,  right,  discussing  plans  for  the  July  meeting. 


First  UMC  of  Crowley  Celebrates  100  Years 


LOTS  OF  FUN—  “Back  at  the  Creekbank”  was  presented  by  the  FUMC  of  Bas¬ 
trop’s  Children’s  Choir  in  May  with  approximately  275  persons  attending.  Under  the 
direction  of  Sarah  Green,  24  cast  members  presented  this  spring  musical.  Rev.  Ray 
Rolon  Spiller  was  guest  performer,  having  spent  six  weeks  rehearsing  and  getting  to 
know  the  children.  The  event  was  followed  by  an  ice  cream  social. 


ESTABLISHING  FUNDS  —  The  First  UMC  of  Ponchatoula  is  setting  up  a  trust 
fund  with  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Foundation  for  scholarship  aid  to  a  Centenary 
student.  At  a  recent  worship  service,  the  church  presented  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Financial  Affairs  of  the  Conference,  with  a  check  for  the  trust  fund.  Will  Mac 
Mitchell,  Church  Treasurer  is  shown  handing  a  check  to  Dr.  Caraway.  Others  in  the 
picture  are,  from  1  to  r,  Rev.  William  Eubanks,  pastor,  S.N.  "Gramps”  Fitzmorris, 
chairperson  of  the  Scholarship  Committee,  Caraway,  Mitchell,  Norm  Bacon,  Admin¬ 
istrative  Board  chairperson  and  Bob  Jackson,  Chairperson  of  Finance. 


Around  the  Conference  j 


HARD  AT  WORK  —  Members  of  the  Committee  on  Open  Itineracy  met  recently 
at  the  Conference  Office  to  organize  and  define  a  statement  of  purpose. 

Seated  1  to  r  are:  Carol  Susan  Winn,  Roger  Lathan,  Tracy  Arnold  and  Carolyn 
Brannon.  Standing  1  to  r  are:  George  Duerson,  Wilbur  Davis  and  Rick  Hebert. 


For  several  months,  a  banner  has 
waved  across  East  Third  Street  in  front 
of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Crowley,  proclaiming  the  Centennial 
year  of  Methodism  in  the  city.  On  May 
30th,  between  10  a.m.  and  2  p.m.,  former 
pastors,  their  families,  former  members 
and  friends  came  to  join  with  the  local 
congregation  and  pastor  to  celebrate  the 
event.  Culminating  two  years  of  plan¬ 
ning  and  preliminary  activities,  the  com¬ 
memoration  began  with  an  informal 
coffee  for  guests  in  the  church  parlor. 

At  10  a.m.  all  participants  gathered  in 
the  newly  renovated  sanctuary  for  a  pro¬ 
gram  with’  Dr.  SpiTler  Milton,  pastor  pre¬ 
siding.  As  a  prelude  to  the  service, 
Joellen  Hindman  and  Judy  LeJeune 
played,  “How  Great  Thou  Art,”  in  a  pi¬ 
ano-organ  duet.  Dr.  Milton  then  led  in  a 
dramatization  depicting  the  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting  of  the  church.  Hosea  Mae 
and  Sinkey  Harmon,  Elizabeth  and  Mi¬ 
chel  Muller,  Patty  and  Chris  Brammer, 
Flo  and  Don  Jones,  and  Jim  Hindman 
represented  the  original  members. 

After  the  welcome  by  Dr.  Milton,  sev¬ 
eral  guests  were  invited  to  speak.  Remi¬ 
niscing  about  their  tenure  in  the  Crowley 
church  were:  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  Dr.  Tracy 
Arnold,  Rev.  Ray  Holt,  Mrs.  Lillie  Mae 
Pomeroy,  Mrs.  Neva  Brown  Salter,  Mrs. 
Mildred  Nolan,  Mrs.  Jane  May,  Mr.  Duke 
Faulkner  and  Mrs.  Vivian  Smith. 

Special  music  was  presented  by  Jean- 
nie  Cryer,  Harriet  Adams,  Ken  Cunning¬ 
ham,  Carol  Griffin,  Tim  Milton,  Branks 
Pruitt,  Barbara  Hoffpauir,  the  Handbell 
Choir  and  the  Chancel  Choir  with  guest 
singers  from  St.  Michael’s  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Church,  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
First  Christian  Church,  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Jennings  and 
Church  of  Christ  in  Crowley.  The  Chan¬ 
cel  Choir  was  under  the  direction  of  Bar¬ 
bara  Hoffpauir  and  the  Handbell  Choir 
under  the  direction  of  Carol  Griffin. 

Following  the  program  a  reception 


SMILING  HONOREE  —  Napolean 
Avenue  UMC  recently  honored  Miss 
Carrie  Sadler  who  has  been  a  member  of 
the  congregation  for  76  years,  having 
joined  in  1911.  She  was  honored  at  their 
Heritage/Homecoming  Celebration. 


BREAKING  GROUND  -  First  UMC 
of  Iowa  is  preparing  to  add  on  a  new 
educational  wing.  Pictured  are,  1  to  r, 
Rev.  Mark  Benge,  Wayne  Petticrew, 
Wendell  Marcantel  and  Jerry  Leger. 


was  held  honoring  former  ministers, 
members  and  friends. 

After  a  luncheon  in  Memorial  Hall,  a 
video-history  of  the  first  hundred  years 
of  the  church  was  presented. 

On  display  in  Memorial  Hall  for  view¬ 
ing  were  projects  which  had  been  com¬ 
pleted  for  the  Centennial:  a  pictorial 
directory  prepared  by  Eve  and  Bob  Ver- 
ret,  Eleanor  Finley,  Christie  Brammer, 
Cindi  Lege  and  Dolores  Faulk;  an  updat¬ 
ed  church  history  edited  by  Dot  McNee- 
ly;  a  gallery  of  photographs  of  ministers 
and  associate  ministers  who  have  served 
the  church,  assembled  by  Vera  Mae  Bu¬ 
chanan;  an  archives  room  provided  and 
prepared  by  Flo  Jones  and  assisted  by 
Dot  McNeely,  Eleanor  Finley,  Vivian 
Smith  and  Mildred  Nolan;  and  a  bulletin 
board  exhibiting  correspondence  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  celebration. 

General  Chairpersons  of  the  event 


were  S.  L.  and  Elaine  Wright.  Twenty- 
five  years  ago,  Mrs.  Frances  Wright,  the 
mother  of  S.  L.  Wright  was  the  chairper¬ 
son  of  the  75th  anniversary  celebration. 

Groups  and  individuals  recognized  for 
specific  contributions  are:  church  parlor 
and  reception  —  Frances  McLean  Circle, 
Mina  Ford,  Nora  Mae  Cantey,  Vera  Mae 
Buchanan  and  Barbara  Hoffpauir;  lun¬ 
cheon  —  Dqmi  and  Kenneth  King,  War¬ 
ren  Dugan,  Bobbie  and  Frank  Gates, 
Holt-Lyons  Circle  and  Care  and  Share 
Circle,  publicity  —  Alice  Whiting,  Hugh 
Rainey,  Pattee  Holland  and  Flo  Preston; 
video  history  and  publication  —  Tammy 
Milton,  Kakie  Hoffpauer,  Helen  Martien, 
S.  L.  Wright,  III,  Dot  McNeely,  Vera  Mae 
Buchanan  and  Barbara  Hoffpauir;  time 
capsule  and  historical  marker  —  Sammy 
Bacon,  Betty  Lawrence,  Dottie  and  Bill 
Walton;  celebration  program  —  Spiller 


Milton,  Barbara  Hoffpauir,  Evelyn 
Gueno,  Joellen  Hindman,  Craig  Bram¬ 
mer  and  Neva  Taylor;  budget  committee 
—  Sammy  Bacon,  George  Hoffpauir, 
Ralph  Cowen  and  Jim  Griffin.  Also  rec¬ 
ognized  were:  Henry  Cowen  —  furniture 
renewal,  Elizabeth  Gall  —  invitations 
and  certificates;  Hosea  Mae  Harmon  — 
flowers;  Mildred  and  Tom  Jacks  —  con¬ 
tributors;  Board  of  Trustees  and  Sally 
Crawford. 

Among  those  attending  were  many  di¬ 
rect  descendants  of  the  first  Methodists 
who  built  a  church  in  1820  at  Plaquemine 
Brulee,  now  Branch,  in  Acadia  Parish. 
Noted,  also,  were  family  groups  repre¬ 
senting  four,  five  and  six  generations  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  local  church. 

In  a  ceremony  on  April  26th,  Heritage 
Sunday,  a  time  capsule  and  historical 
marker  were  dedicated. 


ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION  -  Rev.  Ray  Holt,  former  associate  pastor;  Dr.  W.  D.  Bodie,  former  pastor;  Mrs  Mildred 

g  °,  v  f,rst  m""Ster'  Rev  "  °-  While:  and  (ormer  Pas,or'  Dr-  Tmcy  Arnold  spoke  during  the  celebration  of 
the  100th  Anniversary  of  the  First  UMC  in  Crowley.  5  anon  oi 


Dr.  Calvin  to  Conduct  Detroit  Workshops 


Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr.  has  been 
invited  by  the  Division  of  Stewardship  of 
the  Detroit  Annual  Conference  to  lead  a 
Workshop  on  Christian  Stewardship. 

This  Fourth  Annual  Stewardship  Con¬ 
vocation  will  be  held  January  13-14,  1988 
at  the  Columbiere  Conference  Center  in 
Clarkston,  Michigan,  just  north  of  De¬ 
troit.  It  is  a  time  of  sharing  and  growth 


in  stewardship,  and  they  are  expecting 
90  percent  participation  by  pastors.  At¬ 
tendance  will  run  in  the  50-70  range. 

Dr.  Calvin  will  make  three  presenta¬ 
tions:  Preaching  Stewardship,  Steward¬ 
ship  in  the  Local  Church  and 
Stewardship  in  Ethnic  Churches. 

In  the  spring  of  1987,  Dr.  Calvin  led 
workshops  in  the  North  Georgia  and  Hol- 
ston  Conferences  dealing  with  the  bibli¬ 


cal  and  theological  understanding  of 
stewardship. 

Dr.  Calvin  is  a  National  Stewardship 
Associate  certified  by  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  Section  on  Stewardship 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Dr.  Cal¬ 
vin  is  the  Superintendent  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans/Houma  District  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Becoming  One  People’ on  Sale  at  Conference  Office 

Become  One  People,  A  History  of 
Louisiana  is  on  sale  through  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Office. 

Dr.  Walter  N.  Vernon  has  written 
about  the  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana 
from  1799  to  1986,  weaving  together  the 
many  conferences  and  predecessor  orga¬ 
nizations  that  have  come  together  to 
form  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Forewords  to  the  book  have  been  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  late  Bishop  Walter  Underwood 
and  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  The  book  is 
in  its  first  printing  of  3,000. 

It  is  hoped  that  every  church  library 
will  secure  a  copy  of  this  book  and  en¬ 
courage  their  church  members  to  read  it 
and  in  so  doing,  gain  a  greater  apprecia¬ 
tion  and  knowledge  of  Louisiana  Method¬ 
ism. 

Copies  of  the  book  purchased  at  the 
Conference  Office  are  $15.  Books  or¬ 
dered  through  the  Conference  Office  that 
require  shipping  will  be  an  additional  $5 
per  copy.  Make  checks  payable  to  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference. 


ORDER  FORM 
BECOME  ONE  PEOPLE 

Please  send _ (number)  of  copies  @  $15  each 

Plus  shipping  and  handling  @  $5  each 

TOTAL:  $20  per  copy  . $ _ 

Make  checks  payable  to:  Louisiana  Conference 

Send  to:  Name _ 

Street  Address  _ _ 

City,  State,  Zip _ 

These  will  be  shipped  UPS  and  a  street  address  is  required. 

Send  this  order  form  to  Council  on  Ministries,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA.  70802-5720. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Ben  Oliphint  Harvey  G.  Williamson  Kim  Dent 

Bishop_ Council  Director-Editor  Editorial  Assistant 
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Couple’s  faith  shows  ‘there’s  a  way’ 


A  recent  Reporter  article  spotlighted 
the  unusual  ministry  of  a  retired  Salina, 
Kan.,  jeweler  0.  K.  Webster  and  his  late 
wife,  Ila  (see  UMR,  July  10). 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webster  financially  helped 
more  than  70  students  attend  church-relat¬ 
ed  colleges  over  the  past  50  years.  The 
Websters  weren’t  millionaires  when  they 
began  their  incredible  “scholarship”  pro¬ 
gram.  They  were  a  young  couple  in  their 
mid-20s  who  agreed  to  help  send  a  student 
to  a  church-related  college. 

We  regard  the  story  of  the  Websters 
and  their  "kids”  as  more  than  just  a  fas¬ 
cinating  human-interest  feature.  It’s  a 
story  about  "ordinary”  people  prompted 
by  their  faith  to  make  an  extraordinary 
difference  in  the  world. 

United  Methodists  who  value  education 
with  a  Christian  emphasis  should  stop  and 
ask,  “Could  we  do  that,  too?”  The  high  cost 
of  a  college  education  these  days  likely 
would  cause  some,  if  not  most  of  us,  to 
say,  "No  way.”  But  there  is  a  way. 

The  Websters  didn’t  wait  for  their 
bank  account  to  swell  before  making 
their  initial  commitment  to  help  a  stu¬ 
dent.  Even  a  small  sum  may  be  all  a  stu¬ 
dent  needs  to  get  over  the  hurdles  of 
tuition,  board  and  room. 

Equally  significant,  the  Websters  didn’t 
merely  contribute  to  the  financial  cost  of 
an  education.  They  also  took  a  personal  in¬ 
terest  in  each  of  the  students  they  helped. 


They  wrote  letters.  They  sent  cookies. 
They  prayed  for  their  “kids.” 

In  fact,  the  money  may  have  been 
their  least  important  gift  when  all  was 
said  and  done.  The  deeper,  more  person¬ 
al  relationships  with  young  people  that 
developed  was  likely  the  longer-lasting 
witness  to  Christian  love  and  concern. 

For  example,  0.  K.  Webster’s  persis¬ 
tent  admonitions  that  "God  says  he  loves 
a  cheerful  giver”  and  “There  is  no  ex¬ 
cuse  not  to  tithe”  have  encouraged  the 
people  he  has  helped  to  share  unstinting- 
ly  of  their  time  and  money  with  their  lo¬ 
cal  churches. 

Virtually  endless  opportunities  exist 
for  all  Christians  similarly  to  reach  out 
and  help  others. 

Unfortunately,  many  of  us  get  "hung 
up”  by  what  we  think  are  our  too  limited 
resources.  Even  a  seemingly  modest  gift 
or  act  of  service,  however,  can  be  used 
and  multiplied  in  countless,  sometimes 
unexpected  ways. 

The  habit  of  giving  typically  begins  with 
small  steps,  such  as  helping  a  young  person 
who  wants  to  attend  a  Christian  college  but 
can’t  afford  it  Countless  Christians,  like  the 
Websters,  have  discovered  that,  as  the  joy 
of  such  giving  is  experienced,  the  desire  to 
take  bigger  steps  grows  also. 

Such  "stepping  out  in  faith”  can  and 
does  make  a  bigger  difference  than 
many  of  us  think  possible. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


_ _ the  LMTKD  METHODIST  KEPORTER  _ 

My  Witness 

Journey  of  faith  begins  in  childhood  home 


By  SHELLEY  WILLIAMS  BAILEY 

In  church  camps,  Sunday-school 
classes  and  Bible  study  groups,  I’ve  of¬ 
ten  been  asked  to  share  my  first  Chris¬ 
tian  experience.  I  tended  to  shy  away 
from  a  public  state¬ 
ment  because  I 
couldn’t  pinpoint  a 
specific  time  and 
place  when  my 
journey  of  faith  be¬ 
gan. 

In  the  decade 
since  my  teen-age 
years,  I  have  come  Shelley  Bailey 
to  understand  that  God  reveals  Himself 
to  us  in  many  different  ways.  Perhaps  I 
felt  compelled  to  write  in  this  column 
that  witness  I  never  expressed  in  group 
encounters. 

God  has  always  been  real 

I  never  knew  a  time  in  my  life  when 
God  was  not  real  for  me.  I  grew  up  in  a 
home  where  Christian  love  was  abun¬ 
dant.  We  learned  at  an  early  age  that 
God  loved  and  cared  for  us  even  more 
than  our  own  parents  did. 

Jesus’  reference  to  a  Father  God 
strongly  influenced  my  journey  of 
faith.  It  has  been  ongoing  since  child¬ 
hood  years  when  my  mother  sang  “Tell 


Me  the  Story  of  Jesus”  and  my  father 
told  the  story. 

Jesus  said,  "Let  your  light  so  shine 
before  men  that  they  might  see  your 
good  works  and  give  glory  to  your  fa¬ 
ther  who  is  in  heaven.”  His  light  shone 
brightly  through  my  parents  who  sur¬ 
rounded  their  four  children  with  love. 

We  knew  what  it  was  like  to  be  loved, 
consoled,  understood  even  at  times 
when  we  weren’t  deserving.  I  can  iden¬ 
tify  with  a  God  in  whom  that  kind  of 
compassion  is  multiplied. 

My  father  is  a  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister.  Being  a  preacher’s  kid  delighted 
me.  The  church  was  so  much  a  part  of 
my  life  that  I  never  considered  staying 
away  from  it. 

In  recent  years  my  parents  have  said 
we  children  were  a  very  important 
part  of  their  ministry.  I  did  feel  includ¬ 
ed,  and  I  continue  to  be  active  in  my  lo¬ 
cal  church.  It  is  a  way  of  life  for  me 
and  always  has  been. 

I  can  identify  with  a  God  who  calls 
his  children  to  be  one  body  where  all 
the  parts  join  to  form  the  whole. 

The  importance  of  communication  in 
relationships  was  encouraged  by  exam¬ 
ple  in  our  home.  An  outstanding  memo¬ 
ry  for  our  family  is  that  of 
conversations  around  the  dinner  table. 


We  often  sat  for  hours,  talking  and  de¬ 
veloping  a  close  family  bond. 

If  there  was  ever  a  question  that 
warranted  clarification,  Dad  reached 
for  a  dictionary  or  encyclopedia.  His 
thirst  for  knowledge  inspired  us  always 
to  search  for  the  truth  rather  than  rely¬ 
ing  on  conjecture. 

I  can  identify  with  a  God  who, 
through  the  example  of  His  Son,  Jesus 
Christ,  encourages  us  to  grow  in  wis¬ 
dom  and  calls  us  to  know  the  truth. 

Mother  always  understood  me 

My  mother  had  a  special  gift  for 
cheering  me  up  when  my  spirits  were 
lowest.  She  always  understood  as  if  she 
had  been  there  before  and  knew  what  I 
was  going  through. 

I  learned  from  her  the  art  of  making 
friends.  She  can  make  conversation  in¬ 
stantly  upon  meeting  someone  and  has 
always  welcomed  church  members  into 
her  home. 

I  can  identify  with  a  God  who  shares 
our  burdens  and  wants  us  to  love  one 
another. 

In  my  grandparents  I  have  also  seen 
devotion,  courage  and  determination 
that  could  be  inspired  only  by  God’s 
presence  in  their  lives.  I  have  watched 
my  grandfather  devote  his  life  to  car¬ 


ing  gently  for  my  grandmother  with 
love  that  has  been  strong  for  60  years. 

Another  grandmother  has  shown 
courage  in  the  face  of  sorrow  and  de¬ 
termination  to  live  to  the  fullest  the  life 
God  has  given  her. 

I  can  identify  with  a  Savior  who 
“paid  it  all”  for  me  and  stands  by  us  in 
our  darkest  hours. 

As  I  left  home  for  college,  I  learned 
to  depend  on  God  who  was  there  even 
when  the  family  was  far  away.  Now  as 
my  husband  and  I  raise  three  children 
of  our  own,  we  trust  His  guiding  hand 
to  help  us. 

But  if  asked  where  my  faith  began,  I 
would  still  reply,  "in  my  childhood 
home.”  We  are  all  part  of  the  family  of 
God.  I  thank  my  father  and  mother  for 
teaching  me  what  that  means. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Shelley  Williams  Bailey  is  a 
member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Clyde,  Texas  (Northwest 
Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Are  ‘moles’  in  UMC  blocking  Christian  teaching  in  schools? 
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To  the  Editor: 

A  headline  in  the  July  3  Reporter  reads; 
“Creation  science  law  reversal  hailed  by 
the  plaintiffs.”  Reading  the  article,  I  find 
that  the  plaintiffs  are  church  people. 

The  Rev.  Lonnie  M.  Sibley  of  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  stated,  “I  hope  it’s  dead” 
(from  a  United  Methodist!).  The  Rev. 
James  L.  Stovall  also  of  Baton  Rouge 
said,  “United  Methodists  should  be 
pleased.” 

The  third  plaintiff  in  the  I Louisiana 
case  was  the  late  Bishop  O.  Kenneth 
Shambline,  who  had  said  that  he  did  not 
believe  creationism  was  a  science. 

I  can  understand  such  remarks  from  ad¬ 
versaries  unconnected  with  the  Christian 
church.  But  to  know  that  so-called  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  would 
turn  their  back  upon  Christian  teaching  in 
the  public  schools  is  like  the  cry  of  history, 
“Give  us  Barabbas.” 

If  the  teaching  of  creation  science  is  not 
a  science,  if  it  is  considered  taboo  because 
it  is  not  a  science,  then  what  of  evolution? 
It  is  not  a  science  either.  Evolution  is  un- 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new 
edition  in  Jackson,  La. 

The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read¬ 
ers  about  200  member-families  of  the 
Jackson-Ethel  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Jackson,  La.  (Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Jackson,  we 
say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 
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proved,  and  if  so,  is  not  its  teaching  in  the 
public  schools  unwarranted? 

Are  there  moles  within  the  United 
Methodist  structure?  Would  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  if  he  were  here,  make  some 
changes?  I  think  that  he  would. 

Gerald  F.  Makepeace 
St.  Ansgars,  Iowa 

More  ‘work’  is  needed 

To  the  Editor 

One  plaintiff  in  commenting  on  the  re¬ 
cent  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruling  that 
struck  down  a  Louisiana  law  on  teaching 
“creation  science”  in  public  schools  said 
that  United  Methodists  “should  be 
pleased”  with  the  decision  (see  UMR, 
July  3). 

As  one  who  is  not  pleased  with  the  de¬ 
cision,  I  suggest  that  the  Revs.  James 
Stovall,  Lonnie  Sibley,  et  al,  involved  in 
the  legal  process  get  the  law  changed. 
“Don’t  rejoice  yet,  your  work  is  far  from 
done!" 

First,  they  should  set  the  wheels  in 
motion  to  have  the  term,  "In  God  We 
Trust,”  removed  from  our  currency  and 
coins.  After  all,  children  in  Louisiana 
will  take  such  coins  into  the  public 
schools  to  pay  for  their  lunches. 

What  if  some  child  out  of  curiosity 


should  ask  a  teacher  what  that  word, 
"God,”  means  and  the  teacher  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  of  weakness  should  reply  that  God 
is  the  creator  of  all  things? 

We  simply  can’t  have  such  a  chance 
happening  taking  place.  It  could 
“evolve”  into  some  kind  of  religious 
event  in  public  classrooms! 

Second,  they  must  also  get  the  mighty 
Supreme  Court  to  rule  the  phrase,  . . 
one  nation  under  God  . . . ,”  which  is  con¬ 
tained  in  our  pledge  of  allegiance,  uncon¬ 
stitutional.  Surely  you  are  aware  that  it 
does  not  conform  to  separation  of  church 
and  state  guidelines  and  has  certain  reli¬ 
gious  implications! 

Third,  they  need  to  take  some  legal  ac¬ 
tion  against  prayers  in  Congress  and  es¬ 
tablish  a  law  forbidding  it,  as  has  been 
done  in  the  public  schools. 

Who  knows  what  may  happen.  Those 
politicians  may  all  start  praying,  and  God 
(?)  forbid,  it  may  spill  over  into  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court.  Then  the  court’s  future  deci¬ 
sions  may  become  prejudiced  in  favor  of  a 
supreme  being!  All  that  could  have  nega¬ 
tive  effects  throughout  the  land! 

These  friendly  suggestions  are  passed 
along  so  that  these  men  can  avoid  the 
risk  of  being  labeled  “inconsistent”  or 
even  worse,  “hypocritical”!  If  you  are 


going  to  split  theological  and  constitu¬ 
tional  hairs,  then  why  not  go  all  the  way! 

There  will  be  those  of  us  who  will  ea¬ 
gerly  await  further  developments  in  the 
“noble”  battle  to  have  God,  along  with 
any  reference  to  His  being  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  human 
race,  censored  from  all  state-related 
institutions ! 

Clayton  D.  Harriger 
Belsano,  Pennsylvania 

Equal  treatment  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  not  pleased  to  read  that  some 
United  Methodists  opposed  the  “creation 
science”  case  (see  UMR,  July  3). 

I  don’t  believe  the  original  intent  was 
to  teach  religion  in  public  schools.  I  do 
believe  it  was  an  attempt  to  show  that 
evolution  is  no  more  factual  (scientific) 
than  creation.  We  need  equal  treatment 
while  not  getting  into  doctrines. 

Yes,  we  can  teach  creation  in  our 
church  and  family.  But,  what  about  those 
students  of  families  who  don’t  bother? 
What  about  our  children  who  will  be  ex¬ 
posed  to  evolution  as  factual  with  no 
rights  to  question  it? 

Creation  science  could  plant  a  seed  for 
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future  spiritual  growth  outside  the  school. 
Evolution  science  stifles  any  spiritual 
growth  whatsoever.  It  could  kill  any  seed 
the  church  or  family  may  have  planted. 

The  article’s  statement  that  we  have 
an  enormous  responsibility  is  so  true.  I 
pray  that  we  all  will  work  and  sacrifice 
to  share  Christ’s  good  news.  That  is  our 
only  reason  for  being  here.  Why  not  use 
every  possible  avenue  to  accomplish  this 
great  commission? 

Dennis  Clark 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

I  had  no  idea 

To  the  Editor: 

I  had  no  idea  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  at  the  vanguard  of  ensuring 
American  children  cannot  be  educated 
about  opposing  schools  of  thought  (see 
UMR,  July  3). 

With  proper  research,  evolution  be¬ 
comes  recognized  for  what  it  is:  a  theory. 
It  is  only  proper  that  an  alternative  the¬ 
ory,  creation  by  a  divine  entity,  also  be 
taught  in  our  public  schools. 

If  more  United  Methodist  officials  be¬ 
came  concerned  with  bringing  of  souls 
into  God’s  kingdom  and  fewer  were  con¬ 
cerned  with  intellectual  brainwashing, 
perhaps  membership  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  would  end  its  decline. 

Chuck  Clarkson 
Midland,  Texas 

Credibility  incriminated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  embarrassed  and  insulted  by  the 
position  of  some  United  Methodists  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruling 
concerning  the  teaching  of  “creation  sci¬ 
ence”  in  the  public  school  classroom  (see 
UMR,  July  3). 

I  believe  the  Revs.  Lonnie  Sibley  and 
James  Stovall,  along  with  the  Bishop 
Hicks  and  the  late  Bishop  Shamblin, 
have  seriously  incriminated  the  very 
foundation  of  United  Methodism  as  a 


Here  I  Stand 

Don’t  kill  Scarritt  in  squabble  over  location 


By  GINGER  HOWE 

A  recent  article  in  the  Reporter, was 
headlined,  “Damper  placed  on  talk  about 
Scarritt’s  future”  (see  UMR,  June  19). 

I  graduated  from  Scarritt  Graduate 
School  this  spring,  and  I  have  very 
strong  feelings  about  the  situation  Scar¬ 
ritt  is  now  facing. 

While  a  student  there,  I  was  very  vocal 
in  stating  my  concerns  about  the  talks  to 
move  the  Scarritt  graduate  programs  to 
Duke  Divinity  School.  Our  chapter  of  the 
Christian  Educators’  Fellowship  submit¬ 
ted  a  resolution  to  the  Scarritt  communi¬ 
ty,  the  fellowship’s  national  board  of 
directors  and  the  Scarritt  board  of  trust¬ 
ees.  The  resolution  asked  trustees  to  re¬ 
consider  any  merger  talks. 

In  conversations  between  the  Scarritt 
community,  the  board  of  trustees  and 
President  Donald  Welch,  I  was  very  open 
about  my  concerns  that  a  merger  would 
lessen  Scarritt’s  purpose  and  identity  as 
an  institution  for  educating  laity  for  min¬ 
istry  in  the  church. 

I  am  now  out  of  school  and  working  as 
a  director  of  Christian  education  at  a 
wonderful  church.  Although  I  am  now 
1,200  miles  away  from  Scarritt,  my 
heart  and  mind  are  still  with  it  and  cry¬ 
ing  over  what  is  taking  place! 

At  annual  conference  we  sang,  “We 
Thank  Thee,  Lord,”  the  hymn  that  was 
the  closing  hymn  at  my  Scarritt  gradua¬ 
tion. 

During  that  one  hymn,  I  went  from  sad 
to  happy  and  finally  to  angry  and  hurt— - 
sad  because  of  the  friends  I  left  behind 
whom  I  love  very  much,  happy  and 
proud  of  my  call  and  my  education  but 
angry  over  the  controversies  surround¬ 
ing  Scarritt’s  existence. 

Tower’s  beauty  sends  chills 

At  school,  we  were  told,  “It’s  the  build¬ 
ings.  You  don’t  want  to  leave  these  build¬ 
ings.” 


Ginger  Howe 


Sure,  those  Gothic  buildings  are  beau¬ 
tiful.  Looking  out  my  dorm-room  win¬ 
dow  at  the  tower  every  night  sent  chills 
up  my  spine  at  its 
beauty. 

But  singing  that 
hymn  at  annual  con¬ 
ference  made  me  re¬ 
alize  that  it  is  not  the 
buildings.  I  could 
have  taken  classes  in 
old,  rundown  log  cab¬ 
ins,  and  my  feelings 
would  still  be  the  same! 

It’s  what  those  buildings  stand  for  that 
is  important— that  100  years  ago  Belle 
Harris  Bennett  recognized  that  individ¬ 
uals  could  be  genuinely  called  into  the 
lay  ministry,  that  she  herself  felt  the  call 
to  begin  educating  people  for  such  a  lay 
ministry  and  that  now,  100  years  later,  I 
myself  am  a  layperson  involved  in  min¬ 
istry  in  the  church. 

Controversy  destroying  Scarritt 

That  is  the  life  of  Scarritt.  And  it  is 
that  life  that  is  being  destroyed  by  all  the 
controversy  over  the  property  and  exis¬ 
tence  of  the  school. 

Like  many  of  those  on  the  board  of 
trustees,  the  United  Methodist  Women 
and  many  alumni,  I  would  give  my  eye¬ 
teeth  to  see  Scarritt  stay  in  Nashville. 

But,  I  don’t  want  that  because  of  the 
buildings  or  because  of  a  certain  amount 
of  money  I  have  invested  in  the  property. 
Rather,  I  wish  it  could  stay  in  Nashville 
because  of  how  that  area  played  an  im¬ 
portant  part  in  my  education. 

First,  the  move  to  Duke  means  a  possi¬ 
ble  loss  of  faculty.  Any  student  who 
comes  in  and  does  not  have  the  cohesive¬ 
ness  of  that  faculty  is  losing  much  in  his 
or  her  education. 

After  I  started  work,  the  minister 
asked  me  if  I  felt  nervous,  this  being  my 
first  “real”  job.  I  just  looked  at  him  and 


said,  “No,  I  haven’t  felt  nervous  at  all.” 

Before  graduation,  I  was  petrified  at 
the  thought  of  being  responsible  for  such 
a  major  part  of  the  church’s  ministry. 
But  now  that  I  am  on  the  job,  I  don’t  feel 
that  way  at  all.  Why?  Because,  the  facul¬ 
ty  at  Scarritt  worked  with  me,  trained 
me  and  taught  me  that  I  could  find  and 
accomplish  things  on  my  own  with  God’s 
help. 

Faculty  members  recognized  my 
strengths  and  helped  me  become  aware 
of  them,  and  they  helped  me  overcome 
my  weaknesses  so  I  could  be  a  more  ef¬ 
fective  minister.  They  worked  with  me 
as  Ginger  Howe,  not  with  me  as  merely  a 
“student,”  and  I  will  be  forever  grateful 
to  them. 

Second,  Scarritt’s  Nashville  location  is 
in  the  heart  of  Methodism.  I  did  not  real¬ 
ize  until  I  started  working  just  how  im¬ 
portant  the  close  proximity  to  the  boards 
and  agencies  has  been. 

But,  now,  if  I  have  questions  or  need  to 
get  some  information,  I  know  where  to 
go  and  who  to  call. 

Maybe  I  didn’t  go  across  the  street  to 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  three 
days  a  week  like  I  went  to  class.  But  I 
still  know  that  it  and  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  are  in 
Nashville.  I  can  put  names  and  faces  to¬ 
gether  of  people  who  work  there. 

That  is  important  to  me  in  doing  my 
job  well— in  knowing  what  resources  are 
available  to  me  as  a  Christian  educator. 
That  alone  was  an  education  that  is  as 
important  to  me  as  the  classes  I  took! 

But,  although  I  would  give  anything  to 
see  Scarritt  stay  in  Nashville,  I  would 
rather  see  it  move  to  Duke  than  die  the 
slow  death  it  is  dying  now. 

Arguing  over  money,  property 

We  can  argue  over  who  has  what 
amount  of  money  invested  and  who  owns 
what  property  until  Scarritt  is  no  longer 


in  existence.  And,  when  that  happens,  we 
are  saying  in  effect  that  the  lay  minis¬ 
try— Christian  education  and  church  mu¬ 
sic— is  no  longer  a  vital  part  of  the 
church’s  ministry. 

I  feel  that  is  what  is  happening  now.  I 
feel  as  if  I  was  given  my  diploma  and  am 
now  being  slapped  in  the  face  with  it, 
saying  it  is  not  important. 

I  didn't  go  to  Scarritt  to  take  classes  in 
beautiful  buildings.  I  went  to  Scarritt  out 
of  a  call  to  prepare  myself  for  the  educa¬ 
tional  ministry,  and  that  ministry  is  im¬ 
portant! 

If  there  is  any  possible  way  to  keep 
Scarritt  in  Nashville,  I  will  be  one  of  the 
first  to  volunteer  to  help.  But,  I  am  not 
going  to  fight  for  it  at  the  expense  of  los¬ 
ing  its  purpose  altogether. 

It  hurts  me  to  see  Scarritt  moving  to 
Duke.  But  it  hurts  me  more  to  see  those 
who  say  they  love  Scarritt  fighting  over 
the  material  aspects  of  it  rather  than 
working  together  to  ensure  its  continua¬ 
tion  because  of  Belle  Harris  Bennett’s 
call  100  years  ago. 

Please,  if  it  can  be  kept  in  Nashville, 
then  work  together  to  make  that  happen. 
If  it  cannot  be  kept  in  Nashville,  then 
work  together  to  make  the  move  to  Duke 
as  soon  as  possible  for  continuity’s  sake. 

But,  most  of  all,  PLEASE  do  not  work 
against  each  other  over  the  material 
things  to  bring  an  end  to  a  dream  and  hu¬ 
man  denial  to  a  divine  call. 

"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Ginger  Howe  is  director 
of  Christian  education  at  the  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Artesia,  N.M.  (New 
Mexico  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here 
I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


credible  Christian  church. 

The  real  slap  in  the  face  came  in  the 
paragraph  listing  those  organizations  in 
support  of  these  United  Methodist  repre¬ 
sentatives:  "...  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  the  American 
Jewish  Committee,  the  General  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Swedenborgian  churches,  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  and  Peo¬ 
ple  for  the  American  Way.” 

Do  United  Methodists  know  what  Peo¬ 
ple  for  the  American  Way  represents  and 
that  Swedenborgianism  is  a  cult?  Maybe 
these  ministers  are  in  the  wrong  faith. 
Or  maybe  I  am? 

I  find  it  difficult  to  remain  a  United 
Methodist  after  reading  an  article  like 
that  one.  I  understand  all  too  well  why 
the  denomination  is  shrinking. 

John  R.  Black 
Monahans,  Texas 


YOUTH  AGAINST 
ALCOHOL  &  DRUGS 
ESSAY  CONTEST 

GUIDELINES 

PURPOSE:  To  offer  junior  high 
(grades  7-9)  and  senior  high  (grades  10- 
12)  young  people  an  opportunity  to 
share  their  witness  as  Christians  to  the 
benefits  of  abstinence  from  alcohol  and 
other  addictive  drugs. 

TOPIC:  Junior  High— “Why  I  feel  good 
about  saying  no  to  alcohol  and  other 
drugs” 

Senior  High— “Why  it  is  easier  to 
achieve  my  goals  without  alcohol  and 
other  drugs” 

LENGTH:  Junior  High— 350  to  450 
words.  Senior  High— 500  to  1,000  words. 
CONTENT:  Each  essay  must  adhere  to 
the  assigned  topic.  Reference  material, 
if  any,  should  be  listed  at  the  end  of  the 
essay.  Footnotes  are  not  necessary  un¬ 
less  statistical  data  are  presented  or  di¬ 
rect  quotes  are  used.  Direct  quotations 
should  not  exceed  20  percent  of  the  es¬ 
say. 

CRITERIA:  Essays  should  reflect  an 
explicitly  Christian  perspective.  Essays 
will  be  judged  on  the  basis  of  content 
and  originality  (40  percent),  style  and 
expressiveness  (30  percent),  clarity  and 
grammatical  construction  (20  percent) 
and  neatness  (10  percent). 
PREPARATION:  Submit  three  copies 
on  white  paper  with  1-inch  margins. 
Entries  may  be  either  typewritten 
(double-spaced)  or  neatly  hand-written 
in  ink. 

AWARDS:  Junior  High— First,  3500; 
second,  $250;  third,  $125.  Senior  High- 
First,  $750;  second,  $500;  third,  $300. 
Awards  will  be  presented  during 
and/or  on  the  site  of  the  1988  General 
Conference,  April  26-May  6,  in  St. 
Louis.  Winning  essays  will  be  published 
in  a  future  issue  of  the  Reporter. 
DEADLINE:  All  essays  must  be  post¬ 
marked  no  later  than  Dec.  31,  1987. 
Submit  essays  to  Essay  Contest,  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

Additional  information  and  study  ma¬ 
terials  can  be  obtained  from  the  Review 
or  the  Department  of  Human  Welfare, 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
United  Methodist  Church,  100  Maryland 
Ave.,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  20002. 
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UMC  Judicial  Council  to  debate  Oral  Roberts  ‘connection’ 
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From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
LAKELAND,  Fla.— A  case  bearing  on 
the  connection  of  television  evangelist 
Oral  Roberts  to  the  ministry  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  has  been  docketed 
by  the  denomination’s  highest  court  for 
consideration  at  its  autumn  session. 

Also  on  the  Judicial  Council’s  docket 
are  two  cases  related  to  investments  in 
U.S.  corporations  doing  business  in  South 
Africa  and  another  dealing  with  the 


standing  of  a  black  college  in  Tennessee 
historically  related  to  the  9.7-million- 
member  denomination. 

The  court  will  meet  Oct.  21-24  in  San 
Francisco. 

Although  not  mentioning  Mr.  Roberts 
by  name,  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  June  asked  the  church’s  high 
court  to  rule  on  the  standing  of  a  “local 
elder,”  a  category  of  ministry  no  longer 
existent. 


The  Tulsa,  Okla.,  evangelist  was  rec¬ 
ognized  in  1968  as  a  United  Methodist  lo¬ 
cal  elder  whose  ministerial  orders  had 
been  in  the  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church. 
He  never  has  had  full  clergy  standing  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Roberts  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  Boston  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Tulsa. 

The  cases  on  the  court’s  docket  related 


to  investments  in  South  Africa  are  simi¬ 
lar  and  come  from  Southern  New  En¬ 
gland  and  New  York. 

Both  ask  whether  annual  conferences 
can  direct  clergy  pension  funds  away 
from  the  church’s  national  pensions 
agency  in  protest  of  that  board’s  invest¬ 
ment  policies  for  money  it  manages  for 
the  church  (for  latest  actions  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Pensions,  see  UMR  July 
17). 


The  case  involving  Morristown  (Tenn.) 
College  asks  whether  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  University  Senate  had  authority  to 
drop  the  historically  black  school  from 
the  list  of  educational  institutions  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  denomination.  That  action  cut 
off  the  school  from  some  sources  of  fund¬ 
ing. 

Morristown  was  dropped  from  the  ap¬ 
proved  list  in  August  1986.  The  senate’s 


action  has  drawn  strong  protest  from 
some  quarters  of  the  church. 

Other  cases  on  the  October  docket  re¬ 
leased  by  the  Rev.  Hoover  Rupert,  Lake¬ 
land,  Fla.,  Judicial  Council  secretary, 
deal  with  housing  for  clergy;  annual  con¬ 
ference  budget  processes;  the  question  of 
whether  a  bishop’s  "cabinet”  of  district 
superintendents  can  act  on  behalf  of  the 
entire  annual  conference;  and  appoint¬ 
ment  of  some  categories  of  clergy. 


Morning  Bible  study  in  small  groups  highlight  the  recent  World  Methodist  youth  conference  in  Australia. 


Peak  experience  6  down  under’ 
attracts  World  Methodist  youth 


Youth  issue  statement 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Following  is  the  preamble  to  a  statement  adopted  by  the 
“youth  parliament”  during  the  recent  World  Methodist  International  Chris¬ 
tian  Youth  Conference  at  Brisbane,  Australia. 

“We  pledge  our  allegiance  to  Jesus  Christ,  the  World’s  Hope. 

“We  affirm  that  Christian  hope  calls  us  to  look  forward  to,  pray  for,  and 
work  towards  a  just,  equitable  and  cooperative  future  for  the  whole  inhabited 
earth. 

“We  promise  to  use  our  God-given  abilities,  energies,  resources  and  time  to 
that  end.  We  call  upon  all  people  of  the  world  to  share  this  task,  and  we  call 
upon  the  churches  and  leaders  of  the  nations  to  contribute  to  the  realization  of 
this  hope  . . 

The  youth  parliament’s  statement  then  issued  specific  calls  under  eight 
subheadings:  Peace,  Justice,  World  Hunger  and  Poverty,  Unemployment, 
Homelessness,  Social  Commitment,  Environment  and  Hope. 

Those  calls  for  action  include: 

•  Halting  nuclear  tests  by  all  nations  and  particularly  France’s  testing  in  the 
South  Pacific,  and  the  escalation  of  weapons  of  mass  destruction  throughout 
the  world; 

•  Condemning  apartheid  in  South  Africa  and  promoting  the  use  of  all  non- 
military  means  of  dismantling  apartheid,  especially  economic  sanctions; 

•  Promoting  pastoral  support  for  those  who  are  demoralized  by  unemploy¬ 
ment,  ensuring  adequate  financial  support,  extending  courses  of  education  and 
training,  and  providing  programs  of  job  creation  that  secure  the  right  to  work 
for  all; 

•  Promoting  an  educational  understanding  of  acquired  immune  deficiency 
syndrome  that  avoids  all  notions  of  condemnation  of  AIDS  sufferers. 


Special  to  the  Reporter 

BRISBANE,  Australia— For  eight 
days  1,300  young  people  lived  atop  Mount 
Tamborine  in  Australia  as  one  interna¬ 
tional  community  beneath  the  jeweled 
radiance  of  the  Southern  Cross. 

Traveling  "down  under”  June  30-July 
7  were  youth  and  youth  leaders  from  40 
countries  for  the  Third  International 
Christian  Youth  Conference,  sponsored 
by  World  Evangelism  in  cooperation 
with  the  World  Methodist  Council  Youth 
Committee. 

Youth  from  all  parts  of  the  vast  Aus¬ 
tralian  continent  provided  leadership  in 
weeks  of  preparation  for  the  internation¬ 
al  event. 

Musical  presentations,  dances  and  dra¬ 
mas  enhanced  evening  rallies,  modeling 
new  ways  to  experience  vital  faith  and  to 
express  loving  obedience  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Indigenous  witnesses  given 

Youth  brought  their  own  indigenous 
expressions  of  witness  from  the  Pacific 
island  churches,  from  Africa,  from  the 
Caribbean  and  the  Americas,  from  Asia 
and  Europe. 

When  Bahamian  and  Australian  sing¬ 
ers  sang  “Love  In  Any  Language,”  and 
four  beautifully  robed  dancers  from  Con¬ 
necticut  expressed  its  meaning,  the  radi¬ 
ant  countenances  of  the  singers  and 
dancers  lit  up  the  large  assembly  for  a 
shining  moment! 

Bible  studies  by  the  Rev.  Ho-Man 
Yeung  from  Hong  Kong  and  Dr.  Daniel 
Brewer  of  Liberia  set  the  stage  each 
morning  for  small-group  Bible  study  dis¬ 
cussions  that  dotted  the  landscape  of 
Mount  Tamborine. 

Fifty  elective  sessions  led  by  interna¬ 
tional  figures  were  offered  on  two  after¬ 
noons.  These  evoked  spirited  discussions 
of  such  themes  as  African  Religion; 
Faith-Sharing;  Peace,  Disarmament  and 
Non-violence;  Personal  Relationships; 
and  A  Tough  Faith  for  a  Tough  World. 

Delegates  were  housed  in  tents  and 
small  campsite  lodges  with  each  tent  or 
room  a  United  Nations  in  microcosm. 

A  Youth  Parliament  debated  concerns 
of  Christian  life,  service  and  witness  to 
the  nations.  Representative  youth  elect¬ 


ed  by  their  area  peers  helped  draft  a  pa¬ 
per,  which  was  debated  by  the 
parliament,  agreed  upon  and  read  to  the 
conference  (see  accompanying  box). 

Conference  speakers  included  the  Rev. 
David  Winwood  of  Britain,  Dr.  Tercio  Si- 
queira  from  Brazil,  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie 
Fox  from  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville;  and 
the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  United  Methodist  from 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  and  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

Few  ‘committed’  Christians 

Among  speakers,  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu 
of  Kenya,  chairman  of  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council,  was  especially  popular  as 
he  shared  out  of  his  experience  as  a  lead¬ 


er  of  Africa  that  “there  are  many  Chris¬ 
tians  but  few  committed  Christians.” 

Sir  Alan  Walker,  an  Australian  and  di¬ 
rector  of  World  Evangelism,  spoke  at  the 
closing  session. 

The  service  ended  with  30  internation¬ 
al  representatives,  leaders,  ministers 
and  counselors  standing  before  the  as¬ 
sembly  to  receive  those  who  wished  to 
respond.  Some  300  youth  knelt  at  a 
makeshift  altar,  some  making  a  first 
commitment  to  Jesus,  answering  the 
challenge  to  full-time  Christian  ministry 
or  committing  themselves  to  make  a 
new  witness  upon  their  return  home. 

The  next  International  Christian  Youth 
Conference  is  expected  to  be  held  in  1990, 
possibly  in  Kenya,  Mexico  or  India. 


Money  worries  may  influence 
votes  in  ’88,  UM  staffer  says 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON— Concern  about  rising 
costs  of  ministry  may  lead  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  to  modify  or  cut  denom¬ 
inational  programs,  a  UM  treasury 
official  said  last  week. 

If  those  changes  are  made,  they  would 
eventually  affect  activities  in  local  con¬ 
gregations,  the  Rev.  John  L.  Schreiber 
told  the  annual  meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Church  Busi¬ 
ness  Administrators  July  13. 

Mr.  Schreiber,  chief  of  the  records  and 
statistics  section  at  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  made 
the  remarks  during  an  address  entitled 
“Changes  in  Legislation  and  Trends  Im¬ 
pacting  the  Local  Church.” 

Mr.  Schreiber  made  no  predictions 
about  specific  decisions  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  top  legislative  assembly.  In¬ 
stead,  he  discussed  more  general  issues 
that  he  expects  delegates  to  face  next 
April  in  St.  Louis. 

Besides  possible  funding  cuts,  Mr. 
Schreiber  alerted  business  administra¬ 
tors  to  expect  new  legislation  relating  to 
local-church  personnel,  denominational 
structures  and  the  church’s  witness  on 
social  issues. 

Conferences  report  squeezes 

Concerning  denominational  funds,  Mr. 
Schreiber  noted  that  news  reports  from 
annual-conference  sessions  in  May  and 
June  had  indicated  that  many  were  feel¬ 
ing  tightening  budget  squeezes. 

But  reports  to  the  UM  central  treasury 
from  local  churches  for  1986  showed  an 
average  5.5  percent  increase  in  expendi¬ 
tures  over  1985,  he  said,  indicating  that 
congregations  and  conferences  have 
more  money  than  in  the  past. 

Mr.  Schreiber  attributed  part  of  the 
“tightened”  impression  to  an  increased 
proportion  of  revenues  being  allocated  to 
non-program  expenses  such  as  pastoral 
pension  funds. 

Nevertheless,  he  said,  the  perception 
of  money  shortages  could  influence  fis¬ 
cal  decisions  by  General  Conference  del¬ 
egates. 

The  level  of  support  for  denomination¬ 
wide  askings  has  fallen  from  5.5  cents  of 
each  dollar  in  the  1970s  to  4.5  cents,  Mr. 
Schreiber  noted. 

Concern  about  tight  money  could 
prompt  delegates  to  the  1988  legislative 
assembly  to  cut  that  allocation  still 
more,  he  said. 

If  delegates  do,  “they  are  going  to 
have  to  think  more  carefully  about  what 
ministries  are  offered  at  every  level  of 
the  church,”  he  said. 

“They  will  need  to  ask  what  programs 
do  we  really  need  to  fund  at  a  national- 
church  level  and  what  would  be  better 
carried  on  at  the  annual-conference  or 
local  level.” 

Candidacy  adjustment  predicted 

Among  personnel  matters,  proposed 
legislation  making  the  candidacy  process 
for  diaconal  ministers  parallel  to  the  or¬ 
dination  process  for  deacons  and  elders 
could  affect  pastor-parish  relations  com¬ 
mittees  in  local  congregations,  Mr. 
Schreiber  said. 

“We  will  be  asked  to  continue  defining 


and  formalizing  the  accountability  func¬ 
tion  for  diaconal  ministry,”  he  said. 

“The  role  of  the  pastor-parish  relations 
committee  in  the  evaluation  process  as 
well  as  the  role  of  the  [bishop’s]  cabinet  [of 
district  superintendents]  and  the  confer¬ 
ence  boards  of  diaconal  ministry  will  all 
be  open  to  redefinition  and  adjustment.” 

Other  personnel  legislation  facing  del¬ 
egates  next  year  will  relate  to  training 
requirements  for  ordained  ministers,  he 
said.  Delegates  are  expected  to  decide 
alternatives  to  formal  seminary  training 
for  people  who  come  from  ethnic  or 
overseas  cultures  and  demonstrate  rec¬ 
ognized  gifts  for  ministry. 

Other  topics  that  Mr.  Schreiber  pre¬ 
dicted  delegates  would  face  include: 

/  Whether  the  church  will  create  a 
program  body  for  ministry  to  elderly 
people. 

/  Whether  to  increase  the  number  of 
bishops. 

/Whether  the  church  can  work  to¬ 
ward  racial  inclusiveness  without  a  mis- 
sional  priority  on  ethnic  minorities. 

/  Whether  to  set  a  minimum  salary 
for  clergy. 

/Whether  to  change  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  attention  to  evangelical  outreach 
or  social  action. 

/Whether  to  establish  new  policies 
for  using  the  church’s  investments  or 
purchasing  power  for  Christian  witness 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HOUSTON— A  one-third  increase  in 
non- American  delegates  to  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  may  affect  the  way 
United  Methodism’s  top  legislative  as¬ 
sembly  handles  many  issues,  a  UM  agen¬ 
cy  staffer  said  last  week. 

Delegates  from  overseas  annual  con¬ 
ferences  will  fill  94  of  the  998  General 
Conference  seats  next  year,  the  Rev.  John 
L.  Schreiber  told  the  United  Methodist  As¬ 
sociation  of  Church  Business  Administra¬ 
tors  July  13.  That  compares  with  64  at  the 
most  recent  session  in  1984. 

Chief  among  those  issues  that  shift 
may  affect  is  the  decision  on  whether  to 
build  a  UM  university  in  Africa,  said  Mr. 
Schreiber,  chief  of  records  and  statistics 
at  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 

Mr.  Schreiber  made  no  predictions 
about  specific  legislative  decisions.  In¬ 
stead,  he  emphasized  the  new  backdrop 
for  next  year’s  decision-making  process. 

The  increased  overseas  contingent  will 
confront  delegates  from  the  United  states 
with  undeniable  evidence  of  the  9.7-mil¬ 
lion-member  denomination’s  growing  in¬ 
ternational  character.  Mr.  Schreiber  said. 

He  told  85  association  members  that 
delegates  in  1988  would  have  to  decide 
“how  a  General  Conference  with  90  per¬ 
cent  of  its  delegates  from  the  United 
States  can  weigh  what  is  a  helpful  word 
in  a  country  we  don’t  know.” 

Overseas  delegates  to  past  General 
Conferences  often  spoke  against  resolu¬ 
tions  involving  situations  in  their  coun¬ 


in  society  through  boycotts  or  selective 
investments. 

/  Whether  to  clarify  or  strengthen  the 
denomination’s  role  in  governance  of  in¬ 
stitutions — colleges,  hospitals,  homes— 
that  it  claims  as  part  of  its  witness. 

/  Whether  to  change  the  process  by 
which  a  person  may  voluntarily  leave 
the  ordained  ministry. 

/Whether  denominational  responsi¬ 
bility  for  youth  ministry  should  be 
moved  from  the  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  to  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries. 

/  Whether  to  create  a  denomination¬ 
al  coordinating  committee  for  steward¬ 
ship  education.  Currently  several 
agencies  have  responsibility  for  some  as¬ 
pect  of  stewardship  training. 

/Whether  to  continue  a  commission 
trying  to  define  the  United  Methodist  un¬ 
derstanding  of  general  ministry  of  all 
church  members,  diaconal  ministry  and 
ordained  ministry  for  another  four  years. 

/  Whether  to  strengthen  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  annual  conferences  and 
United  Methodist  seminaries. 

/Whether  to  change  the  organiza¬ 
tional  structure  of  a  mission,  the  first 
step  in  forming  an  annual  conference. 
Korean  United  Methodists  are  pushing 
for  the  changes  so  they  can  create  re¬ 
gional  structures  to  help  organize  Kore¬ 
an-speaking  congregations. 


tries,  Mr.  Schreiber  said.  Those 
delegates  often  maintained  that  pro¬ 
posed  UM  position  statements  wouldn’t 
be  helpful  in  their  countries. 

Many  times  delegates  have  passed  the 
resolutions  anyway,  he  said. 

Although  UM  church  law  allows  over¬ 
seas  conferences  to  modify  stands  taken 
by  the  American-dominated  General 
Conference,  “this  escape  hatch  is  not 
enough  to  keep  us  from  not  thinking 
globally  and  considering  what  effect 
what  we  say  as  a  church  will  have  in  oth¬ 
er  lands,”  Mr.  Schreiber  said. 

The  denomination  has  growing  annual 
conferences  in  Africa  and  the  Philippines, 
Mr.  Schreiber  said.  Unlike  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  and  East  Indian  United  Methodist 
conferences  of  the  1970s,  which  sought  au¬ 
tonomy,  these  overseas  members  want  to 
remain  part  of  the  church. 

U.S.  delegates  in  1988  will  have  to  de¬ 
cide  how  much  they  will  “trust”  overseas 
church  leaders  to  define  their  needs  in 
requests  for  UM  funds,  such  as  the  pro¬ 
posed  university  in  Zimbabwe,  Mr. 
Schreiber  said. 

United  Methodist  leaders  from  Africa 
initiated  the  idea  in  1984  of  building  a 
UM  university  on  the  continent. 

As  U.S.  delegates  consider  the  African 
university  question,  Mr.  Schreiber  said, 
they  must  judge  if  factors  they  would  use 
to  determine  whether  to  build  a  school  in 
the  United  States  apply  equally  in  anoth¬ 
er  country. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Overseas  delegates  seen 
affecting  UM  legislation 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

PART-TIME  SENIOR  HIGH  YOUTH  ministry  and 
music.  Active  Methodist  church  looking  for  some¬ 
one  40  hours  a  month.  Send  resume  or  call  Rev. 
Myrtle  M.  Caliva,  Riviera  United  Methodist 
Church,  375  Palos  Verdes  Blvd.,  Redondo  Beach, 

CA  90277  (213)  378-9273.  Position  starts  Sept. 

Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  POSITION.  Negotiable.  First 

UMC,  P.O.  Box  214,  Weatherford,  TX  76086  (817) 
599-4231. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 

needed  Live  youth  group.  Strong  parental  and 
church  support.  Send  resume  to  First  UMC,  1501 
Sycamore,  Clovis,  NM  88101. 

FOR  SALE:  1984  FORD  NATIONAL  COACH  17-21 

passenger.  Reconditioned.  45,000  BTU  air.  Excel¬ 
lent  condition.  $14,500.  Classic  Motors  (915)  676- 
9782,  Abilene.  TX. 

FOR  SALE:  Nine-piece  outdoor  Nativities  com¬ 
plete  $750.  Order  before  Aug.  15  —  save  $50.  Free 
brochure.  Shearl  Products,  Rt  1  Melvin,  IL  60952 
Phone  (217)  388-2894 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  NEEDED:  Growing  church  in 

West  Little  Rock  seeking  to  develop  full  program  for 
children,  youth,  adults,  handbell  choirs.  Send  resume 
to  Asburv  UMC,  1700  Napa  Valley,  LR,  AR  72212.  j 

PART-TIME  ORDAINED  PASTOR  needed  as  visi¬ 

tation  minister  for  rapidly  growing  church.  Write 
to  Mariner  United  Methodist  Church,  7079  Mariner 
Blvd.,  Spring  Hill,  FL  34609. 

FACULTY  POSITION  in  Old  Testament.  Tenure 

track— Fall  1988.  Rank  and  salary  negotiable.  Re¬ 
sumes  to  Dean  Newell  Wert,  United  Theological 
Seminary,  1810  Harvard  Blvd.,  Dayton,  OH  45406, 
by  September  15.  Equal  Opportunity,  Affirmative 
Action  Employer 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  PART-TIME  POSITION 

available  after  August;  1,100-member  Seminole 
Heights  UMC.  Send  resume  to  6111  Central  Ave., 
Tampa.  FL  (813)  236-5931.  Chancel,  bell,  youth, 
children's  choirs.  Pipe  organ.  Apply  now! 

MCMURRY  COLLEGE  IS  SEEKING  persons  to 
fill  two  positions,  a  Men's  Residence  Hall  Director 
and  a  full-time  Campus  Center  and  Activities  Di- 

KALAMAZOO.  MICHIGAN  First  United  Methodist 

Church  with  multiple  staff  seeks  full-time  children 
and  adult  education  director.  Also  coordinates  lay 
ministries.  Christian  Education  certificaUon  or  de¬ 
gree  required.  Immediate  opening.  Send  resume,  be¬ 
lief  statement,  salary /benefit  expectations  to  212 
South  Park  St.,  Kalamazoo.  MI  49007. 

rector.  The  Residence  Hall  Director  will  supervise 
approximately  100  young  men.  In  addition  to  sala¬ 
ry,  Director  receives  furnished  apartment,  free 
utilities  and  most  meals.  Campus  Center  and  Ac¬ 
tivities  Director  salary  is  negotiable.  Address  in¬ 
quiries  to  McMurry  College,  Box  716,  McMurry 
Station,  Abilene.  TX  79697  or  call  (915)  691-6372. 

member  church  in  N.E.  Oklahoma.  Appropriate  ex¬ 
perience  necessary.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact 
Senior  Associate  Minister  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Full¬ 
time  position  for  church  of  500  members  with  ac¬ 
tive  program.  "Near  Springfield,  Illinois.  Salary 
negotiable  Send  resume  to  Rochester  UMC,  P.O. 
Box  467,  Rochester.  IL  62563. 

FULL-TIME  RESIDENT  CAMP  MANAGER/Dir- 
ector  Gretna  Glen  Program  Center.  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Conference.  For  application  contact:  Rev 
Robert  M.  Daugherty,  P.O.  Box  820,  Valley  Forge, 
PA  19482. 

WANTED:  PART-TIME,  YEAR  ROUND  youth 
worker.  Minimum  20  hours  per  week,  could  work 
into  full-time.  Salary  negotiable.  Reply  with  resume 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507 

odist  Church,  125  North  Lakeview  Avenue,  Winter 
Garden,  FL  32787,  (305)  656-1135, 9-4  Moa-Fri. 

THE  OHIO  BOARD  FOR  UNITED  MINISTRIES 

in  Higher  Education  is  conducting  a  nationwide 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR— Full-time  position  in  Okla¬ 
homa  City  UM  Church  now  open.  Call  (405)  232- 
1371.  Ask  for  Joe  Carson  or  leave  message. 

fications  are  a  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ,  M. 
Div.  or  equivalent  degree,  campus  ministry  expe- 

SOFTWARE  FOR  THE  CHRISTIAN  HOME:  Put 
your  PC  to  work  for  Jesus.  For  free  flyer,  write 
Christian  Software,  1112  NW  First  Street,  Roches¬ 
ter,  MN  55901. 

October  1.  1987  to  Dr  William  H  Casto,  Search 
Committee,  Ohio  Board  UMHE,  89  East  Wilson 
Bridge  Road,  Columbus,  OH  43085.  The  Ohio  Board 
is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 

Religion  and  the  U.S.  Constitution 

Strengths  merged  into  one  document  200  years  ago 


By  CHRISTINE  GREENWALD 

CHAUTAUQUA,  N.Y.— The  U.S.  Con¬ 
stitution  has  triumphed  for  200  years, 
holding  a  “tossed  salad”  population  to¬ 
gether  through  a  Civil  War,  the  Depres¬ 
sion,  two  world  wars,  presidential 
assassinations,  government  scandals  and 
a  presidential  resignation. 

And,  according  to  Dr.  William  Lee 
Miller,  the  strength  of  that  Constitution  is 
directly  attributable  to  the  history  of  ideas 
surrounding  the  Christian  religion  and  the 
history  of  ideas  surrounding  federal  repub¬ 
lics  converging  in  the  18th  century  as  the 
United  States  was  being  established. 

Dr.  Miller,  a  Presbyterian  who  holds  the 
Miller  Chair  of  Ethics  at  the  University  of 
Virginia  at  Charlottesville,  was  one  of  sev¬ 
en  main  speakers  during  a  weeklong,  mid¬ 
summer  conference  on  the  American 
Constitution  at  Chautauqua  Institution. 

The  world-renowned  Methodist-initiat¬ 
ed  center  for  education,  fine  arts,  religion 
and  recreation  staged  the  conference  as 
part  of  the  national  celebration  of  the 
Constitution’s  bicentennial. 

Culture  steeped  in  religion 

Pointing  to  Thdmas  Jefferson  and 
James  Madison  as  key  players  in  the  ef¬ 
fort  to  weave  the  best  of  republicanism 
and  Christianity  into  the  foundation  of  the 
new  nation,  Dr.  Miller  emphasized  a  colo¬ 
nial  culture  steeped  in  Christian  tradition. 

While  only  a  few  of  the  55  signers  of 
the  Constitution  held  strong,  orthodox 


Christian  beliefs,  Dr.  Miller  said,  all  had 
important  relationships  to  the  Puritan 
and  Reformed  traditions  that  profoundly 
shaped  the  first  colonies. 

Dr.  Miller  credited  Thomas  Jeffer¬ 
son’s  “Virginia  Statute  for  Religious 
Freedom”  with  giving  birth  to  a  country 
and  a  system  of  government  new  in 
world  history. 

The  gist  of  Jefferson’s  argument  was 
that  religious  freedom  and  tolerance 
should  be  extended  to  all,  including  athe¬ 
ists,  unbelievers,  Roman  Catholics  and 
Jews,  Dr.  Miller  said. 

Constitution  refers  to  religion 

In  discussing  religion’s  effects  on  the 
Constitution,  he  suggested  that  an  under¬ 
standing  of  human  beings  and  institu¬ 
tions  gathered  from  Puritanism — with 
its  strong  emphasis  on  original  sin — led 
to  the  development  of  America’s  system 
of  checks  and  balances. 

“Judicial  review,  two  houses  of  Con¬ 
gress,  federal  and  state  ‘reciprocal  door 
shutting’  and  regular  and  frequent  elec¬ 
tions— throwing  one  set  of  rascals  out  to 
replace  them  with  another  ...”  were 
facets  of  the  Constitution  that  arose 
from  an  underlying  belief  in  the  reality 
of  a  sinful  nature,  said  Dr.  Miller. 

The  Constitution  assumes  no  common 
national  confession  of  faith,  no  estab¬ 
lished  church  and  no  religious  tests  for 
public  office  (“a  major  accomplishment 
in  that  time”),  commented  Dr.  Miller. 


Therefore,  it  did  not  repudiate  the  reli¬ 
gious  heritage  of  the  New  World. 

America’s  founding  fathers  did  not  set 
a  new  republic  against  an  old  Christian¬ 
ity,  he  said.  Rather,  by  not  casting  reli¬ 
gion  as  an  opponent  to  the  new  nation 
and  by  adding  the  First  Amendment, 
“Christianity  was  allowed  to  flow  un¬ 
vexed,  relatively  unperturbed  into  the 
sea  of  modern  life,”  Dr.  Miller  said. 

“Why  does  the  United  States  in  1987 
have  higher  participation  in  religion  by 
every  measure  than  any  other  advanced 
industrial  nation?”  Dr.  Miller  asked.  “One 
answer  is  this  history  of  freedom  that  was 
not  a  break  with  the  religious  past.” 

Faith  community  must  be  active 

Another  of  the  week’s  seven  speakers 
was  Dr.  James  Armstrong,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman  and  Iliff  School  of  Theology 
visiting  professor. 

Dr.  Armstrong  echoed  Dr.  Miller’s  fun¬ 
damental  appreciation  for  the  genius  of 
the  separation  of  church  and  state  by  the 
nation’s  forebears.  He  cited  the  excesses 
of  religious  fervor  that  resulted  in  the  In¬ 
quisition,  the  Holy  Wars,  anti-Semitism 
and  witch-burnings  as  things  that  sepa¬ 
ration  has  avoided. 

Then  the  former  United  Methodist 
bishop  said,  “Don’t  you  see?  Knowing 
history  as  they  did,  our  forebears  felt 
that  the  wall  should  be  dropped  between 
church  and  state  so  that  each  could  influ¬ 
ence  the  other  but  not  be  dominated.” 


Dr.  A.  James  Armstrong 


Dr.  Armstrong  had  strong  warnings  for 
Christians  whose  love  for  country  over¬ 
rides  their  love  for  God  and  His  church- 

“For  those  who  claim  faith,  it  is  im¬ 
portant  that  we  see  God,”  he  said.  "No 
nation  . . .  can  take  His  place.  ‘Thou  shalt 
have  no  other  gods  before  me.’ ...  All  na¬ 
tions  are  under  God’s  terrible  scrutiny 
and  judgment. 

“We  must  evaluate  the  policies  of  our 
land  in  the  light  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  There  is  no  higher  patriotism.” 

Ms.  Greenwald  is  a  United  Methodist 
free-lance  writer  in  Clymer,  N.Y . 
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Burning  sense  of  Christian  mission, 
community  ignites  growing  church 


JULY  24,  1987 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

TEMPE,  Ariz.— What’s  Dayspring 
United  Methodist  Church  doing  in  a  series 
of  articles  about  churches  "aflame”? 

This  thriving  congregation  in  an  afflu¬ 
ent  Phoenix  suburb  goes  against  the 
grain  of  some  common  assumptions 
about  what  promotes  spiritual  and  nu¬ 
merical  vitality  in  the  church. 

Its  membership  preparation  class,  all  90 
minutes  of  it,  is  "almost  a  joke,"  according 
to  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bert  N.  Lewis. 

The  nearly  700-member  church  has  no 
council  on  ministries  and  no  "sophisti¬ 
cated  evangelism  effort,”  Dr.  Lewis  said. 
"Theologically,  we’re  all  over  the  place," 
he  said. 

Nor  does  he  make  a  special  effort  to 
attend  church  meetings,  he  said. 

What’s  more,  there’s  lots  of  talk  about 
money,  a  turn-off  topic  in  many  churches. 

Finally,  some  normally  active  members 
admit  they’re  “maxed  out”— tired — and 
ready  to  cut  down  on  their  involvement 

Hardly  a  formula  for  flaming  success, 
you  say?  Hold  on  to  your  sombreros. 

"If  you’re  happy  with  the  status  quo, 
you  won’t  be  happy  here,”  said  Jackie 
Taylor,  a  38-year-old  Dayspring  mem¬ 
ber.  “This  is  a  church  on  the  move.” 

Believe  it. 

However  one  defines  “movement”— 
by  spirit,  numbers  or  just  sheer  energy— 
Dayspring,  which  started  in  1963  as  a 
home  mission  church,  exudes  it. 

Church  aflame?  Too  tepid.  How  about 
“church  roaring  aflame”?  We’re  talking 


The  Rev.  Bert  N.  Lewis 
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TEMPE,  Ariz.— Standing  inside  the  enclosed  Spanish-style  courtyard  of  their  present  sanctuary,  members  of 
Dayspring  United  Methodist  Church  confer  with  building  committee  chairman  Don  Huisinga  (foreground)  as  their 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Bert  N.  Lewis  (right),  looks  on.  Left  to  right:  Cindy  Samuelson,  Everett  Taylor,  Jackie  Taylor  and 
Marlene  Dunham  (hidden  behind  Mr.  Huisinga).  The  congregation  recently  broke  ground  for  a  $2.35  million  addi¬ 
tion  that  will  include  a  new  sanctuary  for  the  rapidly  growing  numbers  of  worshipers. 


That’s  typical  of  the  46-year-old  pastor’s 
enabling  leadership  style,  which  he  de¬ 
scribes  as  "management  by  wandering 
around,”  a  phrase  taken  from  the  recent 
best-seller,  “In  Search  of  Excellence.” 

Dr.  Lewis  said  the  church  somehow 
manages  to  get  along  without  a  council 
on  ministries  to  coordinate  its  many  ac¬ 
tivities. 

“We  have  a  program  council  that 
meets  quarterly,”  he  said.  But  the  con¬ 
gregation  has  so  many  self-starters,  he 
added,  that  people  don’t  feel  a  need  to 
meet  merely  to  ask  “what  should  we  do.” 

“I  don’t  make  a  big  deal  about  member¬ 
ship  classes  either,”  he  said.  “We  meet  for 
about  an  hour  and  a  half.  I  talk  about  the 
responsibilities  of  membership  and  tell 
people  they’re  expected  to  become  part  of 
a  group  within  the  first  six  weeks. 

“And  I  tell  them  that  we  take  our  mem¬ 
bership  vows  seriously  here.  We  expect 
prayers,  presence,  gifts  and  service. 

"  ‘You  have  the  right  to  say  no,’  ”  I  tell 


them,  “  ‘but  we  have  the  right  to  ask.’  I 
don’t  talk  down  to  people.  I’m  very 
straightforward.” 

Dr.  Lewis  said  the  goal  should  be  to 
“develop  strong  people  and  then  let  them 
be  strong”  in  using  their  gifts  to  serve 
the  church. 

Mr.  Taylor,  a  professional  manage¬ 
ment  consultant,  described  his  pastor’s 
approach  to  membership  and  delegation 
of  responsibility  as  “excellent.”  He  add¬ 
ed,  “Bert  has  the  best  pastoral  manage¬ 
ment  style  I’ve  ever  seen.” 

Marlene  Dunham,  35,  communications 
chairwoman,  agreed  that  her  pastor’s 
trusting  leadership  style  is  enormously 
effective. 

“People  here  give  220  percent,”  she 
said.  “They  take  ideas,  run  with  them  and 
do  marvelous  things  we  never  imagined.” 

When  all  is  said  and  done,  however,  Dr. 
Lewis  said,  the  secret  of  Dayspring's  con¬ 
tagious  vitality,  commitment  to  missions 
and  sense  of  community  is  its  worship  ser¬ 


vices  and  active  music  program. 

“Worship,  including  our  music,  is  abso¬ 
lutely  central  to  Dayspring,”  he  said. 
“We  try  to  make  worship  exciting  and  to 
do  it  with  a  sense  of  drama.  We  hold 
hands  during  prayer,  for  example.  It’s  a 
very  unifying  experience.” 

The  church’s  most  active  “dropout,” 
Mr.  Taylor  (who  is  also  district  lay  lead¬ 
er),  summarizes  the  net  effect  on  those 
who  get  a  taste  of  Dayspring  in  action, 
whether  in  worship  or  in  service: 

“We  don’t  have  an  evangelism  or  disci- 
pleship  program.  Discipleship  simply 
means  hearing  the  word  and  then  doing  it 
We’re  doing  that  here  at  Dayspring.  As  a 
result,  we’ve  tapped  into  some  power  that’s 
very  sustaining— and  also  very  scary.” 

“ Church  Aflame”  is  an  ongoing  series 
about  growing  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  deemed  by  the  Reporter  editorial 
staff  as  having  exemplary  spiritual  vital¬ 
ity.  Nominations  for  churches  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  series  are  welcome. 
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hot— Pentecost  hot  with  a  burning  sense 
of  Christian  community  and  mission. 

“Christ  lives  in  congregation” 

Dayspring’s  radiant  spiritual  vitality 
is  immediately  evident  in  the  depth  and 
passion  with  which  members  testify 
about  their  experience  in  the  church. 

“Christ  lives  in  this  congregation,” 
said  Cindy  Samuelson,  30,  a  new  church 
member.  “Whenever  I  go  there,  I  know 
that’s  true.  Dayspring  helps  fill  the  hole 
in  my  heart  that  only  God  will  fit.” 

Even  Jackie’s  husband,  Ev  Taylor,  42, 
who  says  he’s  “maxed  out”  after  years  of 
strenuous  involvement  at  Dayspring  and  is 
“cutting  back”  his  participation  to  four  or 
five  hours  per  week,  says: 

“I’m  not  sure  what  the  grace  of  God  is. 
All  I  know  is  sweat  and  blood.  But  some 
how  we’re  here,  and  we’re  having  to 
grow  as  people  and  as  a  congregation— 
and  it’s  not  boring!” 

Ditto  Don  Huisinga,  42,  chairman  of  the 
building  committee:  “If  what  I’m  experi¬ 
encing  here  isn’t  the  Holy  Spirit,  that’s 
great!  I’ve  got  a  lot  to  look  forward  to!” 

Growing  numbers  of  people  apparent¬ 
ly  agree  with  such  glowing  assessments 
In  1984,  Dr.  Lewis’  first  year  as  pastor, 
the  congregation  had  a  membership  of 
380.  Today  that  number  has  swelled  to 
nearly  700.  Dr.  Lewis  predicts  Dayspring 
will  have  1,000  members  within  a  year 
and  a  half. 

What  do  you  get?  Ill  infants! 

Rapid  growth  means  increasing  num¬ 
bers  at  worship— an  average  of  515  at 
two  services  in  a  sanctuary  that  holds 
300  people.  Add  to  that  number  some  220 
people  at  Sunday  school  in  increasingly 
crowded  facilities  and  what  do  you  get? 

“One-hundred-eleven  infants  in  the 
nursery  on  Easter!”  Dr.  Lewis  exclaimed 
in  amazement  and  mock  alarm.  Quite 
obviously,  some  “movement”  in  the  form 
of  expanded  facilities  was  needed. 

Dayspring’s  response:  The  congrega¬ 
tion  recently  broke  ground  for  a  $2. 35- 
million  building  program  to  add  a  new 
sanctuary,  education  wing,  administra¬ 
tive  office  and  additional  parking. 

And,  with  characteristic  unconvention¬ 
ality,  Dayspring  is  raising  money  for  the 
new  building  by,  in  effect,  giving  away 
part  of  the  funds  it  receives. 

“We’re  putting  10  percent  of  every  do¬ 


nation  to  the  building  fund  into  a  mission 
endowment  fund,”  Dr.  Lewis  said.  “It 
will  be  a  permanent  base  for  the 
church’s  mission  efforts  so  we  can  do 
more  to  help  others.” 

The  novel  approach  apparently  is 
working.  Dr.  Lewis  said  the  average 
pledge  to  the  building  fund  is  more  than 
$1,100  per  year  for  three  years. 

“When  people  hear  about  the  mission 
fund,  they  want  to  give,”  he  said. 

That’s  in  addition  to  an  average  pledge 
of  more  than  $1,000  to  the  annual  church 
budget.  The  church  pays  its  apportion¬ 
ments  in  full.  “Second  mile”  giving  totaled 
more  than  $5,000  in  accounted-for  dona¬ 
tions  last  year,  according  to  April  Osborn, 
missions  chairwoman. 

In  fact,  a  flourishing  missions  program 
is  a  hallmark  of  Dayspring.  The  church 
was  recognized  as  this  year’s  missions 
“church  of  the  year”  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Outreach  Ministries  Inc. 

That’s  a  Phoenix-based  missions  agen¬ 
cy  related  to  the  National  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
agency  also  honored  Dr.  Lewis  as  the 
missions  pastor-of-the-year. 

Money  talk  isn’t  a  turn-off 

"We  talk  about  money  for  missions  all 
the  time,”  Ms.  Osborn,  40,  said.  “It 
doesn’t  turn  people  off  when  you  talk 
about  needs  when  they  can  see  where  it 
goes  and  when  they  know  someone  is  ac¬ 
countable  for  how  it’s  spent. 

“Really,  it’s  Bert’s  idea.  He  looks  at 
me  as  missions  chairperson  as  a  develop¬ 
er,  a  fund-raiser.  He  says  the  more  peo¬ 
ple  give,  the  more  they  want  to  give  and 
the  more  they  feel  good  about  giving. 
He’s  right.  Nobody  has  ever  said  to  me, 
‘We’re  tired  of  hearing  about  money.’  ” 

According  to  Ms.  Osborn,  one  key  to  a 
successful  missions  program  is  trust. 

“We  try  to  do  everything  through  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  channels  such  as  the  United 
Methodist  Outreach  Ministries,”  she 
said.  “People  believe  in  our  church. 

“People  want  to  change  the  world.  Giv¬ 
ing  through  our  church  missions  programs 
is  one  way  they  feel  they  can  do  that.” 

During  the  past  year  Dayspring  mem¬ 
bers  have  helped  change  numerous  parts  of 
their  corner  of  the  world.  Among  other  proj¬ 
ects,  they  sponsored  a  luau  that  raised 
$1,800  for  a  local  Tongan  United  Methodist 
church,  held  a  “Miles  of  Pennies”  project 
($800  to  a  mile)  for  a  homeless  children’s 
shelter  in  Phoenix  and  helped  support  three 
“adopted”  families  in  the  neighboring  low- 
income  community  of  Guadalupe. 

Dr.  Lewis  looks  with  pride  on  his  con¬ 
gregation’s  enthusiasm  for  outreach. 

“It’s  amazing,”  he  said.  "There  are  60 
people  on  the  missions  committee.  And  I 
don’t  even  attend  the  meetings.  This  is 
their  program.” 


the  church  today 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  SARAH  E.  ALEXANDER 


NEW  YORK— U.S.  Rep.  Robert  J.  Mrazek  carries  a  disabled  Vietnamese 
Amerasian  youngster,  Le  Van  Minh,  through  a  J.  F.  Kennedy  Airport 
crowd.  The  congressman,  a  United  Methodist,  spent  a  week  in  Southeast 
Asia  working  out  details  to  bring  the  boy,  a  beggar  in  Ho  Chi  Minh  City,  to 
the  United  States.  The  boy  is  the  son  of  an  American  serviceman  and  a 
Vietnamese  mother. 


United  Methodists 
give  more  in  1987 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)— United 
Methodists  in  the  United  States  and 
Puerto  Rico  gave  a  million  dollars  more 
in  the  first  half  of  1987  to  support  their 
church’s  domestic  and  international  ac¬ 
tivities  than  in  the  same  period  in  1986. 

Through  June  30,  receipts  for  20  pro¬ 
grams  totaled  almost  $39.1  million,  an 
increase  of  2.7  percent,  according  to  fig¬ 
ures  released  by  the  denomination’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  Comparable  amount  for 
the  first  half  of  1986  was  just  less  than 
$38.1  million. 

Car  ad  takeoff  on  Oral  Roberts 
angers  New  England  evangelicals 

PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  (RNS)— Evangeli¬ 
cal  ministers  throughout  New  England 
were  more  upset  than  amused  at  a  car 
commercial  that  did  a  takeoff  on  evan¬ 
gelist  Oral  Roberts’  controversial  death- 
threat  fund-raising  appeal. 

The  30-second  promotional  spot  tor 
New  England’s  Nissan  auto  dealers, 
which  was  prepared  by  the  Boston  ad¬ 
vertising  agency  of  Ingalls,  Quinn  and 
Johnson,  featured  a  car  salesman  who 


said,  “Friends,  I  have  received  a  mes¬ 
sage.  Unless  your  New  England  Nissan 
dealers  sell  all  their  new  Sentras  and 
trucks  by  July  6, 1  will  be  called  home.” 

After  it  began  airing  June  23  on  more 
than  two  dozen  stations  in  six  major  New 
England  markets,  dealers  in  Bangor  and 
Presque  Isle,  Maine,  asked  that  it  be 
pulled  lest  they  offend  potential  custom¬ 
ers.  The  agency  complied. 

Trial  of  lesbian  minister 
set  to  open  Aug.  25 

DOVER,  N.H.  (RNS)— For  the  first 
tinle  since  the  United  Methodist  Church 
passed  a  rule  in  1984  barring  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals"  from 
the  ordained  ministry,  a  church  court  is 
planning  to  bring  a  minister  to  trial  un¬ 
der  the  provision. 

The  Rev.  Rose  Mary  Denman,  40,  of 
Portland,  Maine,  an  acknowledged  lesbi¬ 
an,  will  be  tried  by  a  court  of  13  ordained 
ministers  in  a  trial  scheduled  to  open 
Aug.  25  at  St.  John’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dover.  Jury  selection  is  set  for 
July  28,  church  officials  said. 

Bishop  Neil  Irons  (New  Jersey  Area)  is 
to  preside  at  the  trial.  Bishop  Irons  told 
RNS  he  was  chosen  for  the  task  by  the 


bishops  of  the  church’s  Northeastern  Ju¬ 
risdiction  in  consultation  with  Bishop 
George  Bashore  (Boston  Area). 

Surgeon  general  urges  publishers 
to  use  education  to  stop  AIDS 

ANAHEIM,  Calif.  (RNS)— Surgeon 
General  C.  Everett  Koop,  who  has  been 
chastised  in  recent  weeks  by  some  evan¬ 
gelical  Christians  for  his  pro-sex-educa- 
tion  stance,  said  July  11  that  “education 
is  the  only  weapon  we  have  against 
AIDS.” 

Dr.  Koop  was  received  warmly  by  at 
least  500  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Christian  Publishers  Association. 

“I’m  asking  every  American  ...  to  join 
me,”  in  fighting  AIDS  (acquired  immune 
deficiency  syndrome),  said  Dr.  Koop, 
calling  it  a  “brutal,  humiliating  disease.” 

Acknowledging  that  AIDS  is  typically 
spread  through  activities  condemned  by 
evangelical  Christians,  Dr.  Koop  none¬ 
theless  reminded  his  audience  that  Chris¬ 
tians  are  exhorted  to  love  and  care  for 
the  sick,  “no  matter  how  that  illness  was 
contracted.” 

“You  may  hate  the  sin,  but  you  are  ad¬ 
monished  to  love  the  sinner,”  he  said. 

Vietnamese  refugee  believed 
first  ordained  in  UMC 

POMONA,  Calif.  (UMR)— The  Rev. 
Phu  Xuan  Ho,  appointed  to  Trinity  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Pomona,  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  first  Vietnamese  refugee 
ordained  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Dr.  Ho  was  ordained  recently  by  the 
California-Pacific  conference  and  serves 
as  minister  to  Trinity’s  Vietnamese  con¬ 
gregation.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  School 
of  Theology  at  Claremont  (Calif.)  and 
came  to  the  United  States  six  years  ago 
after  his  release  from  a  refugee  camp. 

During  the  past  three  years  Dr.  Ho  has 
helped  organize  three  other  Vietnamese 
congregations  in  the  California-Pacific 
conference. 

Southern  Baptists  mount  plan 
to  counter  Jehovah’s  Witnesses 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— As  Jehovah’s 
Witnesses  held  their  regional  convention 
in  Tennessee  in  early  July,  Southern 
Baptists  were  being  urged  to  combat  the 
sect’s  teachings  with  knowledge  of  their 
own  faith. 

The  Nashville  Baptist  Association  dis¬ 
tributed  tracts  describing  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  beliefs  to  be  given  to  Witnesses  in 
response  to  their  own  tracts. 

Southern  Baptists  and  most  other 
Christians  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  unique  divine  son  of  God,  in  contrast 
to  Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  who  believe  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  second  to  God  and  is  not 
divine. 


Churchman 
lawmaker 
aids  youths 

HUNTINGTON,  N.Y.— A  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman  who  is  also  a  U.S.  congres¬ 
sional  representative  had  a  hand  last 
month  in  helping  some  determined  high 
school  students  bring  a  disabled  15-year- 
old  Amerasian  boy  from  Vietnam  to  the 
United  States. 

That  experience  has  prompted  U.S. 
Rep.  Robert  J.  Mrazek,  D-N.Y.,  to  press 
for  legislation  that  could  bring  to  the 
United  States  more  than  8,000  other  Viet¬ 
namese  children  fathered  by  American 
servicemen. 

Called  “bui  doi”  in  Vietnam— literally, 
“dust  of  the  earth”— many  Asian-Ameri- 
can  youngsters  have  been  abandoned  by 
their  Vietnamese  families  and  live  as 
beggars. 

Story  begins  in  1985 

The  story  of  Le  Van  Minh’s  successful 
journey  to  the  United  States  began  two 
years  ago  when  “Newsday,”  a  Long  Is¬ 
land  daily  newspaper,  ran  a  picture  of 
him  as  an  example  of  one  legacy  Ameri¬ 
can  involvement  in  Southeast  Asia. 

The  picture  showed  Le  begging  on  the 
streets  of  Ho  Chi  Minh  City  (formerly 
Saigon),  scuttling  through  the  streets  on 
all  fours. 

Born  with  a  twisted  spine  and  de¬ 
formed  legs,  Le  was  abandoned  by  his 
mother  at  age  10.  He  lived  on  the  streets 
of  Ho  Chi  Minh  City  by  making  and  sell¬ 
ing  paper  flowers. 

Another  street  resident— a  young  man 
known  only  as  Ti — carried  him  on  his 
back  for  nearly  four  years  and  protected 
him  from  the  bigger  children  who  often 
beat  him. 

Youngsters  in  Huntington,  moved  by 
Le’s  plight,  began  a  campaign  to  bring 
him  to  the  United  States.  They  collected 
27,000  signatures  for  a  petition  to  the 
U.S.  government. 

The  students  consulted  with  doctors, 
lobbied  refugee  agencies  and  sought 
Rep.  Mrazek’s  intervention  to  break  an 
immigration  deadlock  between  the  two 
countries. 

Representative  cuts  red  tape 

“He  (Rep.  Mrazek)  got  the  U.S.  State 
Department  and  the  Vietnamese  govern¬ 
ment  to  waive  certain  requirements  to 
expedite  the  young  man’s  departure,” 
said  the  congressman’s  legislative  assis¬ 
tant,  Sarah  E.  Alexander. 

Then  this  spring  Rep.  Mrazek  went  to 
Southeast  Asia  for  a  week  to  bring  the 
youngster  to  the  United  States  for  medi¬ 
cal  attention  and  a  new  home. 

Rep.  Mrazek,  a  member  of  the  Hun¬ 
tington-Cold  Harbor  Spring  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  Long  Island,  carried  Le 


through  a  welcoming  crowd  at  John  F. 
Kennedy  International  Airport  June  5. 

“You’re  home,  son,”  the  congressman 
told  the  young  man  as  they  looked  out 
over  a  crowd — made  up  of  policemen, 
reporters,  well-wishers,  onlookers  and 
students  from  nearby  Huntington  High 
School— that  gave  him  a  hero’s  welcome. 

Le  is  the  first  Amerasian  child  to  be 
released  by  Vietnam  to  the  United  States 
since  1986. 

In  January  1986,  after  a  political  dis¬ 
pute  between  the  United  States  and  Viet¬ 
nam  over  immigration  details, 
Vietnamese  officials  had  suspended  a  de¬ 
parture  program  that  had  brought  sever¬ 
al  thousand  Amerasians  to  this  country. 

“People  often  think  they  are  powerless 
to  change  the  world  beyond  their  front 
door,”  Rep.  Mrazek  said. 

“A  group  of  kids  from  Huntington 
High  proved  that  wasn’t  the  case.  They 
truly  changed  the  life  of  this  young  man 
and  may  have  set  in  motion  far  more 
changes  than  they  every  anticipated. 

"It  is  my  hope  we  will  bring  thousands 
of  Amerasian  kids  to  America.  ’  ’ 

Rep.  Mrazek  said  he  is  optimistic  that 
the  talks  with  Vietnamese  officials  re¬ 
garding  Le  will  lead  to  new  avenues  of 
departure. 

He  has  proposed  legislation  that  would 
revise  the  law  so  that  Amerasian  chil¬ 
dren  would  not  be  classified  as  refugees. 

Police  pick  up  boy 

Describing  Rep.  Mrazek’s  successful 
trip,  the  Rev.  John  W.  Bardsley  Jr.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Huntington-Cold  Harbor  Spring 


UMC,  said,  “The  police  picked  him  (Le) 
up.  He  was  hardly  even  given  the  time  to 
say,  ‘Good-bye,’  to  Ti.  He  thought  he  was 
being  imprisoned.” 

Mr.  Bardsley  said  Mr.  Mrazek,  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  two  young  children,  has  an  in¬ 
tense  interest  in  youngsters  around  the 
world. 

“He  once  presented  a  slide  show  to  the 
church  on  children  of  India,”  Mr.  Bards¬ 
ley  said.  “He’d  become  fascinated  by  an 
Indian  school  run  by  Catholic  nuns  and 
promoted  it. 

“The  church  supported  that  school  for 
a  year  (as  a  special  project).  The  next 
year,  it  was  a  children’s  program  he  was 
supporting  in  Africa.” 

Le  spent  his  first  few  days  in  this  coun¬ 
try  with  the  Mrazeks  at  their  Center- 
point  home  before  being  placed  in  his 
new  home  by  the  Lutheran  Immigration 
and  Refugee  Service. 

Ironically,  Le’s  foster  home  turned  out 
to  be  just  a  few  doors  down  from  the 
Mrazeks’  home.  Foster  parents  Eugene 
and  Nancy  Kinney  have  four  children,  in¬ 
cluding  two  Korean-born  boys  they 
adopted  several  years  ago. 

“Bob  (Rep.  Mrazek)  didn’t  even  know 
until  he  arrived  that  Minh’s  foster  home 
had  been  chosen,”  Mr.  Bardsley  said. 

This  article  was  written  by  Associate 
Editor  Glen  Larum  based  on  material  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Rev.  John  W.  Bardsley  Jr., 
pastor  of  the  Huntington-Cold  Spring 
Harbor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Hun¬ 
tington,  N.Y.,  and  Sarah  E.  Alexander, 
legislative  assistant  to  Rep.  Mrazek. 
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“We  give  thanks  to  God” 

“We  give  thanks  to  God  for  using  Cargill  Asso¬ 
ciates  to  give  us  the  organization  and  impetus  to 
push  forward  with  faith  to  achieve  the 
maximum  goal!' 

Dr.  Toombs  H.  Kay,  Jr. 

Church  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 
Raised:  $2,300,000;  2.5  times  income 
Fora  free  copy  of  the  brochure.  "How  Methodist 
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On  Ghe  Way 


“They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength.” 

__  Isaiah  40:31 

How  do  you  renew  your  strength? 

It’s  easy  to  see  how  we  deplete  our  strength  —  and  it’s  seldom  by  over¬ 
working!  The  great  sappers  of  strength  are  worry,  indecision,  procrastina¬ 
tion,  dissipation  and  forcing  our  pace.  These  are  the  enemies  of  energy. 

However,  let’s  not  dwell  on  the  enemies  of  energy,  but  pay  attention  to  its 
friends.  First  and  foremost,  I  would  put  work.  Rembrandt  once  replied  to 
some  friends  who  begged  him  to  take  things  easy,  “Tired,  yes,  but  never  ex¬ 
hausted.  Exhausted  means  empty,  spent,  drained.  Painting  enlarges  me!” 

One  writer  put  it  like  this:  “Some  people  never  renew  their  strength  be¬ 
cause  they  never  renew  their  tasks.” 

Before  I  overdo  the  virtues  of  the  strenuous  life,  let’s  go  back  to  the  word 
“waiting.”  There  is  waiting,  and  waiting.  The  kind  I  am  thinking  of  is  not 
waiting  for  something  to  turn  up,  but  being  ready  for  whatever  turns  up! 

It’s  not  “they  that  wait . . .  that  shall  renew  their  strength,”  it’s  they  that 
wait  upon  the  Lord.  We  may  renew  our  strength  when  we  wait  upon  some 
great  ideas,  some  wonderful  conviction  that  has  gripped  us. 

“Waiting  for  the  Lord”  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  recognition  that 
we  are  not  alone,  but  connected  to  a  source  of  energy  mightier  than  our¬ 
selves. 


Event  Planned  for  Celebrating  Marriage 


The  desperate  need  to  strengthen 
marriage  relationships  of  couples 
throughout  our  country  led  18  leaders  of 
the  eight  state  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
to  meet  in  March  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  to 
plan  two  “Marriage  Celebration”  events. 
The  sessions  will  be  called  CELEBRAT¬ 
ING  MARRIAGE  -  GROWING  IN 
LOVE. 

Barbara  Garcia,  General  Board  repre¬ 
sentative,  was  present  to  assist  in  the 
planning.  These  sessions,  convened  by 
Harold  Eggensperger,  assisted  by  Con¬ 
stance  Waddell,  Program  coordinator  for 
Mt.  Sequoyah,  were  to  establish  dates  for 
Celebrating  Marriage  events  and  for 
leadership  training  for  couples  interest¬ 
ed  in  certifyihg  in  this  program. 

These  events,  one  for  clergy  and 
spouses,  will  be  held  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  on 
August  3-5.  The  second  event,  planned 
for  lay  persons  and  clergy,  will  also  be 
held  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  October  2-4. 

Leadership  couples  designated  to 
share  leadership  in  the  August  event  and 
training  session  include  Dorothy  and 


Sterling  Williams,  Maxine  and  Tom  Kir¬ 
by  from  Oklahoma  and  Gene  and  Imo- 
gene  Sorley  from  Texas.  The  August 
event  is  designed  to  share  the  "Celebrat¬ 
ing  Marriage  —  Growing  in  Love”  mar¬ 
riage  enrichment  experience,  cost  of 
$160.  A  follow  up  session  for  those  desir¬ 
ing  leadership  training  and  certification 
will  be  available  to  participating  clergy 
couples.  The  cost  will  be  $100. 

“Celebrating  Marriage  —  Growing  in 
Love"  is  a  three  day  experience  designed 
to  help  married  couples  continue  to  grow 
in  their  relationships.  These  events  help 
make  a  marriage,  however  good,  to  be 
better.  They  may  begin  on  a  Friday  eve¬ 
ning  and  conclude  with  the  celebration  of 
holy  communion  on  Sunday  morning. 
Others  may  begin  on  any  day  of  the 
week. 

Bishops  throughout  the  Jurisdiction 
are  urging  pastors  and  spouses  to  attend 
this  training  event.  Clergy  leadership 
couples  certifying  in  this  program  will 
then  be  called  upon  to  lead  marriage  en¬ 


richment  experiences  in  their  churches, 
districts  and  conferences.  Couples  suc¬ 
cessfully  completing  the  event  and  the 
training  are  certified  through  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board,  upon  Annual  Conference  rec¬ 
ommendation,  to  lead  such  events. 

Certified  leaders  will  guide  those  at¬ 
tending  through  a  series  of  exercises,  ac¬ 
tivities  and  worship  experiences  to  help 
persons  grow  in  love  and  commitment  to 
God  and  to  one  another.  Part  of  the  event 
will  be  spent  with  all  the  couples  in  a 
large  group  and  part  will  be  spent  in 
smaller  support  groups  of  four  couples 
and  a  lead  couple.  Other  time  is  ar¬ 
ranged  so  that  each  couple  in  private 
may  share  and  make  plans  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  which  will  further  enrich  their  rela¬ 
tionships.  Deeper  appreciation, 
heightened  respect,  more  effective  com¬ 
munications,  more  satisfying  spiritual 
life  and  greater  love  for  each  other  and 
God  are  among  the  rewards  of  a  "Mar¬ 
riage  Celebration”  experience. 

Both  of  these  events  will  be  followed 
by  training  sessions  designed  to  aid  those 


who  are  interested  in  becoming  certified 
leaders  in  this  area  of  ministry.  Further 
training  in  local  groups  will  be  provided 
at  later  dates.  It  is  crucial  that  partici¬ 
pants  be  in  attendance  for  the  full  time. 

The  second  event,  including  training 
for  qualified  couples,  will  be  presented 
in  October.  Couples  involved  in  that 
training  event  include  Ann  and  Bill  Barl¬ 
ing,  Harold  and  Kathrine  Eggensperger, 
Bill  and  Dede  Hutcheson  of  Arkansas 
and  Chuck  and  Nathalie  Hutchinson  and 
Holly  and  Gale  Izard  of  Oklahoma.  The 
costs  for  this  event  are  the  same  as  the 
earlier  event. 

The  beautiful  setting  of  the  retreat 
center  on  Mt.  Sequoyah  in  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas;  the  excellent  couple  accom¬ 
modations  for  housing;  the  quality  food 
service  and  the  gracious  care  of  Center 
personnel,  make  the  event  a  desirable 
experience  for  these  reasons  alone.  Add 
to  this  setting  the  growth  experiences  of 
"Celebrating  Marriage,”  and  you  have  a 
great  event. 
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August  Conference  Calendar 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette,  New  Or- 
leans-Houma,  New  Orleans-Siidell  Districts  Junior  High  II 
Camp 

National  Youth  Ministry  Convocation,  Huntington  College, 
Montgomery,  Alabama 

Lake  Charles  District  Music  Camp  (3rd  through  6th  grade), 
Ms.  Helen  Miers  &  Mrs.  Janet  Gilpin,  Co-Directors 
United  Methodist  Men  Executive  Board  Meeting,  First 
Church,  Pineville,  10:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m. 

Lake  Charles  and  Alexandria  District  Elementary  II  Camp, 
Rev.  David  DeWitt,  Director 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond,  Baton  Rouge-Lalayette,  New  Or- 
leans-Houma,  New  Orleans-Siidell  Districts  Elementary  IV 
Camp 

United  Methodist  Clergywomen’s  Consultation,  Great  Gorge, 
New  Jersey 

Educational  Seminar,  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal,  New  Orleans 

Education  Meeting  for  District  Coordinators  and  Board  of 
Discipleship  Education  Committee,  Horseshoe  Drive  Church, 
Alexandria,  10:00  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 


P endleton  Adds  to  6 Tree  of  Life  9  in  Memory  of  Bishop 

m 


A  bronze  leaf  in  the  memory  of  the 
late  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  has  been 
added  to  the  “Tree  of  Life”  sculpture 
that  hangs  in  the  lobby  of  Pendleton  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Hospital.  The  leaf  was 
donated  by  the  Hospital’s  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors.  Bishop  Underwood  presided 
over  Louisiana's  585  United  Methodist 
Churches  from  1984  until  his  death  earli¬ 
er  this  year. 

The  engraved  leaf  was  presented  by 
Mrs.  Marian  Eggerton,  Secretary  of  the 
Hospital  Board,  to  Methodist  President 
Fred  Young  and  Chaplains  Paul  Durbin 
and  Judy  Nelson  during  Clergy  Appreci¬ 
ation  Day,  Methodist  Hospital's  annual 
“Open  House”  for  clergy,  held  recently. 

In  accepting  the  addition  to  the  "Tree 
of  Life”  sculpture,  Young  said  that  Bish¬ 
op  Underwood’s  positive  attitude  had 
served  as  an  inspiration  to  the  Hospital. 
"We  are  happy  to  be  doing  something  to 
extend  his  legacy  through  time,”  Young 
said. 

The  Tree  of  Life  sculpture  is  an  origi¬ 
nal,  hand-carved  work  of  art,  created  by 
New  Jersey  sculptor  Sanford  Werfel.  Its 
500  leaves  are  engraved  with  the  names 
of  donors  to  the  Methodist  Health  System 
Foundation,  providing  lasting  recogni¬ 
tion  of  their  contribution  to  the  Hospital. 
Bishop  Underwood’s  leaf  occupies  a 
prominent  place  on  the  tree. 


Around  the  Conference 


n?r?^G  AfL^F„  Meltwdist  Hospital  President  Fred  Young  thanks  Marian  Eggerton.  Secretary  of  the  Hospital  s  Board 
of  Directors,  for  the  Board  s  gift  in  memory  of  Bishop  Walter  Underwood.  Chaplains  Judy  Nelson  and  Paul  Durbin  look  on. 

Singles’  Weekend  is  Scheduled 


,  !S  f  RIT  ~  N,c“le  Rentrop  presents  a  check  to  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Home 

Church  ta Siti  "  0  the  offering  collected  at  Vacation  Bible  School,  the  children  of  University  United  Methodist 

«.ore"h|Ii  which  fh  h»ad  d  Khe  ‘iT’  plclured  for  lhe  Home  <°  “se  «  »»  ministry.  University’s  VBS  set  up  a  ’Mission 
S  a  .  11  children  purchased  items  with  their  offerings  for  the  Home.  The  storekeeper,  Ruth  Cleland  bought  items 

and  stocketl  the  Mission  Store;  the  children  bought  paper  towels,  facial  tissues,  toothbrushes  and  soap,  which  were  loaded  into 
the  Rentrop  van  and  taken  to  the  Home.  This  unique  idea  of  the  Mission  Store  made  the  children  more  aware  of  helping  otherl 
. . .  mission  came  alive  for  them.  The  VBS  director  was  Chris  Baldauf  and  the  minister  at  University  is  Angus  L  Car  rut  if 


A  weekend  celebrating  "Singles  in 
Search  of  Self"  will  be  held  Labor  Day 
Weekend.  September  5-7  at  the  Caney 
Conference  Centre,  just  north  of  Minden. 

The  weekend  is  set  up  for  singles  and 
leaders  of  singles  groups  to  get  together 
for  a  time  of  relaxation  and  reflection, 
as  well  as  the  opportunity  to  meet  other 
singles. 

The  major  resource  leader  for  the 
weekend  will  be  Kent  Kilbourne  of  Hous¬ 
ton,  TX.  Kent  will  be  there  to  share  his 
music,  the  Word  and  his  personal  faith. 
He  is  presently  minister  to  singles  and 
young  adults  at  St.  Luke  s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Houston. 

Other  leaders  include  Dr.  J.  Marion 
Braden.  Director  of  Education  Ministries 
of  the  Louisiana  CCOM;  Ms.  Betty 
Bundy,  member  of  Broadmoor  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge's  Singles  Council;  Rev. 
Charles  Langford,  Chair  of  the  Singles 
Task  Force  for  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  Mr.  Larry  Lewis,  Coordinator  of 
Children's  and  Youth  Ministries  for  the 
CCOM,  Rev.  R.  Lee  McKinzie.  Minister 


of  Program  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge;  Mr.  Kenneth  D.  Norton.  Private 
Consultant  and  leader  in  Singles  Minis¬ 
tries  of  Baton  Rouge;  Rev.  Carl  E. 
Rhoads,  Executive  Minister  of  First 
UMC  in  Shreveport;  Mr  Charles  Gaby. 
Singles  Minister  at  Noel  UMC  and  Rev. 
Karen  Davis,  minister  at  Patterson-Bay- 
ou  Vista. 

During  the  weekend,  there  will  be  time 


for  swimming,  water  skiing,  fishing  and 
canoeing  on  Caney  Lake  and  hiking  in 
the  area.  Because  Caney  Conference 
Centre  has  only  a  limited  number  of  pi¬ 
rogues  and  canoes,  participants  are  wel¬ 
come  to  bring  their  own  boats  and 
equipment. 

The  total  cost  for  the  weekend  is  $45 
and  a  $5  pre-registration  fee  is  due  by 
August  28. 


SHOWING  THE  NEW  SIGN  -  Pic¬ 
tured  is  Mrs.  Robert  Leinhardt,  standing 
next  to  the  new  lawn  sign  at  Belle  Chas- 
se  Community  UMC.  The  sign  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Leinhardt  and  family  in  memo¬ 
ry  of  her  late  husband  Robert,  who  was 
an  active  member  of  the  church. 


PREACHING  FROM  THE  NEW  PULPIT  -  Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade  stands  in  the 
pulpit  of  the  recently  renovated  Belle  Chasse  Community  UMC.  This  is  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  phase  two  of  the  project,  which  involved  the  purchase  of  new  furnishings 
Phase  one  was  the  renovation  of  the  interior  and  phase  three,  just  completed  In¬ 
volved  blacktopping  the  parking  lot.  The  congregation  is  now  embarking  on  phase 
four,  the  installation  of  stained  glass  windows.  The  contract  of  design  has  been 
signed  with  Louisiana  Stained  Glass  Co.  of  Crowley. 


MAKING  PLANS  —  Pictured  are  members  of  the  design  team,  planning  for  the 
Singles  Celebration  over  Labor  Day  Weekend.  They  are,  1.  to  r.,  Larry  Lewis,  Karen 
Davis,  John  Braden,  Lee  McKinzie  and  Betty  Bundy. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

Send  to:  J.  Marion  Braden,  527  N.  Blvd,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  Make  check 
payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  $5  pre-registration,  non-refundable, 
must  accompany  this  form.  DEADLINE  —  AUGUST  28,  1987 

NAME _ 


STATE- 


I  CAN  BRING  SKI  BOAT 


YES 


NO 


DEEP  DISCUSSION  —  These  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Ecumenical  Singles  Group 
are  involved  in  a  discussion  on  the  topic 
learning  to  fight  fair."  The  meeting 
was  held  at  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church 
and  was  led  by  Dr.  John  Braden. 


Ben  Oliphint 
Bishop 
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Here  I  Stand 


Awareness  of  religion’s  role  needed 


6Pre-mortems 9  show  need  for  resurrection 


Give  an  "A  +  "  to  the  Association  for 
Supervision  and  Curriculum  Development. 

The  Washington-based  group  of  public 
education  leaders  recently  called  on  edu¬ 
cators  and  textbook  publishers  to  halt 
the  “rigorous  exclusion"  of  religion  from 
school  textbooks  and  curricula  (see  relat¬ 
ed  articles  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

A  50-page  report  released  by  the  asso¬ 
ciation  this  month  is  believed  to  be  the 
first  by  public  education  leaders  to  en¬ 
dorse  teaching  in  public  school  class¬ 
rooms  about  religion's  role  in  our  culture 
and  society.  The  report,  titled  "Religion 
in  the  Curriculum."  said: 

“Given  the  significance  of  religion  and 
religious  movements  in  the  political  and 
cultural  history  of  the  world,  their  virtu¬ 
al  absence  from  today’s  social  studies 
and  history  textbooks  is  particularly  rep¬ 
rehensible.” 

We  agree.  Public  school  officials  mis¬ 
takenly  have  assumed  that  teaching 
about  religion  in  the  classroom  violates 
church-state  separation.  Consequently, 
textbook  writers  and  publishers  have 
sought  to  avoid  controversy  by  omitting 
references  to  religion. 

The  author  of  the  curriculum  associa¬ 
tion’s  report  correctly  points  out  that 
teaching  about  religion  should  not  be 
confused  with  religious  indoctrination. 
The  latter  clearly  violates  the  principle 
of  church-state  separation  and  doesn't 
belong  in  public  school  classrooms. 

Teaching  about  religion's  influence  on 
human  social  and  cultural  development, 
however,  does  not  conflict  with  that  prin¬ 
ciple.  Educators'  mistaken  assumptions 
to  the  contrary  have  shortchanged  large 
numbers  of  students  in  their  awareness 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


and  understanding  of  that  influence. 

It's  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  under¬ 
stand  fully  our  own  U.S.  history  apart 
from  such  awareness.  That  point  recent¬ 
ly  was  made  by  a  prominent  Presbyteri¬ 
an  ethicist  at  a  conference  on  the  U.S. 
Constitution  (see  UMR,  July  24). 

Dr  William  Lee  Miller  said  that  the 
strength  of  the  Constitution  is  directly 
related  to  ideas  that  have  their  source  in 
Christianity.  For  example,  the  concepts 
of  judicial  review,  two  houses  of  Con¬ 
gress  and  regular  elections— “throwing 
one  set  of  rascals  out  to  replace  them 
with  another”— arose  from  an  underly¬ 
ing  belief  in  human  sin,  Dr.  Miller  said. 

We,  as  Christian  citizens,  should  ac¬ 
tively  promote  wider  awareness  of  relij 
gion's  influence  on  our  culture  and 
society.  Such  awareness  is  essential  for 
fully  understanding  and  upholding  the 
values  and  ideals  that  undergird  our  so¬ 
ciety’s  cultural  and  political  structures. 

Public  school  texts  that  reflect  reli¬ 
gion's  role  in  shaping  those  values  and 
ideals  are  one  important  source  for  help¬ 
ing  each  generation  of  students  gain  that 
awareness. 

We  encourage  individual  Christians  and 
church  groups  to  bring  the  report  of  the 
Association  for  Supervision  and  Curricu¬ 
lum  Development  to  the  attention  of  local 
public  school  officials.  That’s  particularly 
crucial  if  history  and  social  studies  texts 
used  in  our  school  districts  don’t  ade¬ 
quately  reflect  the  role  of  religion. 

Where  that’s  the  case,  we  should  seek  the 
cooperation  of  people  in  other  faith  tradi¬ 
tions  in  urging  school  officials  and  textbook 
publishers  to  stop  the  “rigorous  exclusion” 
of  religion  from  school  texts  and  curricula. 


By  LYCURGUS  M.  STARKEY  JR. 

After  “And  Are  We  Yet  Alive?”— Bish¬ 
op  Richard  Wilke’s  best-selling  diagnosis 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  “sick¬ 
ness  unto  death’”— 
two  new  volumes 
join  in  the  pre-mor- 
tem. 

“A  Bishop  Speaks 
His  Mind”  by  Bishop 
Earl  G.  Hunt  (Flori¬ 
da  Area)  and  “Rekin¬ 
dling  the  Flame”  by 
William  H.  Willimon  Lycurgus  Starkey 
and  Robert  L.  Wilson  of  Duke  University 
Divinity  School  address  the  Methodist 
malaise. 

Both  books  see  spiritual  rot  beneath 
the  surface  of  a  207-member-per-day 
loss. 

In  a  biographical,  chatty  style,  Bishop 
Hunt  speaks  his  mind  as  a  lover’s  quarrel 
with  his  church. 

Professors  Willimon  and  Wilson  take  a 
more  detached,  analytical  approach  to 
the  problem,  with  less  dialogue  and  more 
monologue.  But  it  is  a  difference  only  in 
style,  for  they,  too,  are  deeply  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  renewal  and  revival  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Requirements  for  renewal 

Both  books  agree  on  certain  require¬ 
ments  for  renewal: 

•A  need  to  re-emphasize  our  United 
Methodist  heritage  and  our  Wesleyan 
theological  tradition.  Salvation  by  grace 
followed  by  the  spiritual  formation  of 
holy  living  made  us  what  we  are.  Those 
emphases  must  be  restated  by  local 
church  and  denominational  clergy  and 


laity  as  our  primary  reason  for  being. 

•  More  attention  to  preaching  and 
teaching  by  our  clergy.  Bishop  Hunt  sees 
“holy  living”  as  the  necessary  clergy 
base  for  better  preaching.  Drs.  Wilson 
and  Willimon  stress  the  skill  side  of 
preaching  that  can  be  mastered  by  hard 
work. 

But  Bishop  Hunt  wisely  warns  against 
a  "superficial,  merely  popular  preaching 
that  avoids  the  real  and  hard  questions  of 
life  and  religion.  . . He  would  have  us 
avoid  “taking  the  public  pulse  for  accom¬ 
modation  to  a  contemporary  but  apostate 
culture. . . .”  Such  preaching  and  teaching 
is  “too  high  a  price  to  pay  for  statistical 
glory"— church  growth  (pp.  174-175). 

•  Greater  trust  of  a  more  assertive  la¬ 
ity.  Laypeople  are  challenged  to  be  more 
assertive  in  the  appointment  process, 
which  tends  to  serve  the  interests  of  the 
clergy  rather  than  the  church. 

Bishop  Hunt  has  listened  to  some  of 
the  laity’s  worry  about  church  positions 
on  social  issues.  He  is  reconciling  toward 
charismatics,  conservative  evangelicals, 
liberation  theologians  and  feminists  and 
calls  laity  to  less  whining  negativism  and 
more  risk-taking  fidelity. 

Drs.  Willimon  and  Wilson  seem  to  side 
with  conservative  lay  voices  in  the  church 
who  are  critical  of  public  pronounce¬ 
ments  and  social  activism.  They  call  for  a 
new  definition  of  boundaries  for  our 
church  to  avoid  being  a  mile  wide  and  an 
inch  deep.  They  believe  we  need  to  refo¬ 
cus  our  identity  as  an  alternative  commu¬ 
nity  of  Christian  love  and  justice  with  less 
sundry  matters  and  more  Sunday-morn¬ 
ing  preaching,  teaching  and  living  out  the 
Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


Alcohol,  drug  essay  contest  draws  support 


To  the  Editor: 

Hurrah!  Your  July  17  editorial  hits  the 
spot.  Young  people  need  to  cogitate  on 
the  benefits  of  abstinence. 

Saying  "no"  to  alcohol  is  in  confor¬ 
mance  with  God’s  will,  our  social  princi¬ 
ples  and  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Each  youth  under  21  can  best  protect 
his  or  her  health  by  following  any  adult 
role  model  who  makes  this  declaration 
of  non-dependence: 

“To  reduce  crime,  traffic  deaths  and 
mental  errors,  I  volunteer  to  abstain  forev¬ 
er  from  the  use  of  any  alcoholic  beverage.” 

Edgar  W.  Parsons 
Sacramento,  California 
Thanks  for  contest 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  on  co-sponsoring  an 
essay  contest  for  our  youth  as  announced 
in  your  July  17  editorial.  This  is  one  of 
the  great  lessons  we  must  teach  qut 
young  ones:  to  say  "no.” 

An  alcoholic  took  the  life  of  my  moth¬ 
er.  I  hope  all  parents  and  grandparents 
encourage  their  youth  to  enter  this  most 
helpful  contest.  Thank  you  and  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society  for 
helping  the  cause  of  temperance. 

Linus  P.  McClendon 
Dallas,  Texas 

Opinions  raise  questions 

To  the  Editor: 

Dwight  Meier  raises  some  excellent 
opinions  about  “selecting  one  seminary 
and  make  it  “truly  Wesleyan,’  highly  aca¬ 
demic  and  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word 
evangelical’  ”  (see  UMR  July  3). 

However,  his  opinions  raise  questions: 

Did  Wesley  have  a  Wesleyan  theology 
when  he  broke  with  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland  and  repudiated  Calvinism? 

Is  there  now  a  Wesleyan  theology,  and 
if  there  is,  why  is  it  so  innocuous  that 
students  do  not  feel  compelled  to  attend 
Methodist  seminaries? 

Should  we  consider  the  theology  of  the 
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other  250  or  so  Protestant  denominations 
or  only  the  mainline  and  evangelical? 

Is  the  rise  and  fall  of  church  atten¬ 
dance  a  vote  to  determine  what  is  main¬ 
line  and  evangelical?  Did  Christ  put  His 
teachings  to  a  vote? 

Why  should  each  church  have  its  own 
theology?  Why  not  one  Christian  theol¬ 
ogy?  Why  not  go  back  to  the  source? 

What  is  the  source?  Is  it  the  Bible?  If 
it  is  the  Bible,  then  Christianity  must  in¬ 
clude  its  foundation,  Judaism. 

What  was  the  body/church  to  which  was 
revealed  the  word  of  God  for  the  word  to 
become  the  living  word,  which,  with  tradi¬ 
tion,  guides  the  one  Christian  theology? 

Does  that  church  continue  to  exist  and 
maintain  that  living  word  and  Christian 
theology?  If  it  does,  why  not  adhere  to 
that  theology? 

And  last,  what  is  that  church? 

Steve  Esko 
Rockville,  Maryland 

An  embarrassing  situation 

To  the  Editor: 

Dwight  Meier’s  article  headlined,  “Let’s 
establish  a  truly  Wesleyan  seminary"  (see 
UMR,  July  3),  failed  to  include,  as  many 
such  recommendations  do,  courses  of 
study  in  spiritual  disciplines  and  the  mean¬ 
ing  and  practice  of  the  sacraments. 

It  is  somewhat  embarrassing  that, 
aside  from  a  few  authors,  we  must  turn  to 
Robert  E.  Webber,  an  evangelical  Episco¬ 
palian,  to  find  appreciation  for  many  of 
the  Wesleyan  teachings  in  this  area. 

James  L.  Garner  Jr. 

Mountainhome,  Pennsylvania 

‘Stand’  is  right 

To  the  Editor: 

The  July  3  "Here  I  Stand”  on  the  need 
for  Wesleyan  seminaries  is  absolutely 
right. 

Several  local  church  members  from 
various  churches  report  they  are  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  mention  any  miracle  in  class 
meetings— and  never  in  the  pulpit.  Con¬ 
sequently,  there  is  very  decreased  and 
disillusioned  Methodist  membership. 

Virginia  D.  Williams 
Denver,  Colorado 

Editorial  took  courage 

To  the  Editor: 

I  very  much  appreciate  the  courage  it 
took  for  to  print  the  editorial  headlined, 

“  Curing,  healing  and  Christian  witness" 
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(see  UMR,  July  10). 

It  has  been  my  perception  that  main¬ 
line  Christian  churches  for  too  many 
centuries  have  abandoned  or  neglected 
the  potential  for  holistic,  spiritual  heal¬ 
ing  as  a  disused  ordinance  better  left  to 
the  Roman  Catholics  and  various  radical 
Protestant  sects. 

I  suspect  that  there  are  still  too  many, 
especially  within  the  ranks  of  the  clergy, 
who  view  healing  as  a  phenomenon  best 
left  to  those  charismatics  who  go  in  big 
for  “spiritual  fireworks."  And  I  can  re¬ 
member  too  many  negative  aspersions  I 
have  heard  about  “faith  healers”  of  one 
ilk  or  another. 

I  am  not  a  “charismatic”  or  an  “evan¬ 
gelical"  or  a  "pentecostalist”  or  a  “liter- 
alist”  or  a  “fundamentalist.’’  But  I 
nevertheless  sense,  very  deeply,  that 
spiritual  healing,  rooted  and  grounded  in 
the  Holy  Eucharist,  is  a  gift  of  God’s 
spirit  that  we  have  too  long  forsaken. 

I  wish  that  the  Section  on  Worship  or 
“The  Upper  Room”  at  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  would  come  out  with 
something  or  other— a  service?  a  rite?  a 
sacrament?  an  ordinance?— that  would 
allow  a  sanctioned,  legitimate  recovery 
of  this  gift  that  would  be  palatable  and 
non-threatening  for  those  who  would  like 
to  explore  its  use  and. power. 

A.  Allison  Cambre 
Groves,  Texas 

Check  out  “Disciple” 

To  the  Editor: 

Recently  I  attended  a  training  event  in 
Lisle,  Ill.,  for  our  denomination’s  new  Bi- 
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ble  study,  “Disciple:  Becoming  Disciples 
through  Bible  Study”  (see  UMR,  July  10). 

It  was  an  excellent  event— well-planned 
and  led  with  enthusiasm,  humor  and  in¬ 
sight  by  Bishop  Richard  Wilke,  the  Rev. 
Dick  Murray,  the  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway,  Wini 
Grizzel  and  Pat  Correll.  I  commend  these 
church  leaders  for  their  training  event, 
and  I  thank  Cokesbury  for  developing  such 
excellent  materials  in  such  a  short  time. 

For  those  United  Methodists  who  are 
looking  for  church  renewal  plus  biblical 
and  spiritual  depth,  check  out  “Disciple.” 
You  won’t  be  disappointed. 

F.  Gates  Vrooman 
Morris,  Illinois 

We’re  squelching  a  voice 

To  the  Editor: 

According  to  a  recent  report  on  Cable 
News  Network,  and  in  light  of  the  current 
controversy  surrounding  Oral  Roberts,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  decided  to 
review  the  credentials  of  Mr.  Roberts. 

But,  at  the  same  time,  it  has  chosen  to 
seize  this  as  an  opportunity  to  disassoci¬ 
ate  itself  from  the  Oral  Roberts  Univer¬ 
sity  and  seminary.  That  is  ludicrous! 

Although  not  an  alumnus,  I  work  with 
several  who  are.  They  serve  the  UMC 
faithfully  and  fruitfully. 

Our  actions  seem  to  tie  the  institution 
to  the  man,  to  “throw  the  baby  out  with 
the  bath  water."  Once  again,  our  church 
is  endeavoring  to  squelch  another  evan- 
gelical  voice.  Clifton  B.  Crockett 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri 


Hey,  guys ,  really — we  were  just  kidding! 


Unless  our  cat  proves  to  be  a  feline 
Methuselah,  our  family  recently  cele¬ 
brated  its  last  16th  birthday  party. 

Son  Stacy  blew  out  16  candles  and 
reached  for  the  car 
keys.  Visions  of 
stratospheric  insur¬ 
ance  premiums 
danced  in  my  head. 

Afterwards,  as 
Charlene  and  I  re¬ 
flected  on  our  two 
children's  rapidly  ad¬ 
vancing  years,  pros-  Stephen  Swecker 
pects  of  an  empty  nest  seemed  more  real 
than  ever. 

Over  birthday  cake  we  laughed  with 
them  about  our  standing  tease  since  tod¬ 
dler  times:  "18  and  you're  out!"  Inside  we 
weren’t  laughing,  though.  As  the  candles 
flickered  and  the  car  keys  rattled,  some¬ 
thing  tugged  at  both  of  us. 

Whew’  The  years  sure  went  by  a  lot 
faster  than  we  thought  they  would.  “Just 
kidding,  guys."  I  wanted  to  say  but 
didn’t.  They're  both  chomping  at  the  pro¬ 
verbial  bit.  I  couldn’t  hold-them  if  I  tried 

It  was  refreshing,  then,  as  I  carried  a 
low-grade  melancholy  about  such  mat¬ 
ters  with  me  on  a  recent  trip,  to  talk 
with  a  parent  a  few  years  older  than  we 
who’s  “been  there." 

As  the  Rev.  Bert  Lewis  drove  me  in  his 


Honda  around  the  environs  of  Tempe, 
Ariz.,  where  I  was  researching  his  congre¬ 
gation  for  a  “Church  Aflame"  story  (see 
UMR,  July  24),  talk  turned  to  our  families. 

Turns  out  he  and  his  wife  have  a  fam¬ 
ily  similar  to  ours— two  kids  close  in 
age.  Theirs  are  already  out  of  the  house, 
however,  having  left  home  a  few  years 
ago  at  nearly  the  same  time,  just  as  our 
two  likely  will  do. 

"How  did  you  and  your  wife  take  it?”  I 
asked.  "You  know,  the  kids  both  suddenly 
gone,  you  and  your  wife  in  the  house 
alone.  What  was  it  like?”  . 

Poor  people  must  be  miserable,  I 
thought. 

“It's  great!"  he  said. 

"How’s  that?"  I  asked,  mildly  aston¬ 
ished. 

"Simple,”  he  said.  "The  kids  are  gone. 
The  dog  died.  We  re  free!" 

Some  of  you  may  be  scandalized  by 
such  lightheartedness  about  family  mat¬ 
ters.  I  wasn't.  It  was  quickly  apparent  to 
me  that  Bert  and  his  wife  have  a  healthy 
attitude  toward  rearing  their  kids.  They 
reared  them  to  let  go  of  them  And  when 
the  time  came,  they  did  just  that,  with 
joy  and  liberation  for  all  concerned. 

Some  weeks  ago  (see  UMR,  June  19)  I 
wrote  about  my  grandfather’s  porch 
swing  and  my  realization  that  I  needed 
to  hold  on  to  some  things  I  carelessly  or 


thoughtlessly  had  let  go.  Bert’s  remark 
triggered  the  second  verse  to  that  song, 
however.  It’s  almost  biblical  if  you're 
fond  of  Ecclesiastes. 

There’s  a  time  in  our  lives  to  hold  on¬ 
to  things,  to  conditions,  to  people.  But 
our  children,  and  their  eventual  natural 
need  and  desire  to  leave  home,  remind  us 
that  there’s  also  a  time  to  let  go. 

As  hard  as  letting  go  is  sometimes,  es¬ 
pecially  when  it  involves  our  flesh  and 
blood,  it’s  unavoidable  if  we  and  they  are 
to  grow  in  the  fullness  and  freedom  that 
God  intends  for  human  life. 

These  days  I  look  at  Jan  and  Stacy 
somewhat  differently  from  the  way  I  once 
did.  I  still  see  in  them,  and  remember  and 
cherish,  the  little  kids  I  once  knew. 

But  Bert's  sense  of  family  liberation 
helps  me  also  to  envision  the  mature 
adults  they  one  day  soon  will  be— no 
longer  dependent  upon  Charlene  and  me 
but  rather  interdependent  with  us  in  our 
common  search  for  life’s  goodness  and 
meaning. 

Letting  go  so  that  the  next  part  of  their 
life’s  journey  and  ours  can  begin  won’t  be 
easy  But  I  can't  think  of  two  "growed  peo¬ 
ple"  I’d  rather  have  go  with  us.  however 
far  apart  our  paths  someday  may  lead 

I  can't  help  it,  though.  I  really  don’t 
want  the  cat  to  die. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Lycurgus  M.  Starkey  Jr.  re¬ 
views  “A  Bishop  Speaks  His  Mind " 
( Nashville :  Abingdon  Press.  1987.  189 
pp.,  $14.95)  by  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr. 
( Florida  Area )  and  “Rekindling  the 
Flame”  (Nashville:  Abingdon  Press. 
1987.  127  pp..  $9.95)  by  William  H.  Wil¬ 
limon  and  Robert  L.  Wilson. 

Dr.  Starkey  is  pastor  of  Missouri  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Columbia,  Mo. 
(Missouri  East  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“ Here  1  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


•  Our  methods  of  selecting  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders  are  dis-graceful,  which 
means  anti-Christian.  Both  books  con¬ 
demn  quotas,  caucuses  and  ward-heeler 
politics  with  campaign  organizations, 
propaganda,  war  chests  and  interviews 
for  candidates  pushing  themselves  for 
bishop. 

Both  books  point  out  that  such  politi¬ 
cal  maneuvering  has  put  managers  of 
the  status  quo  in  office  who  are  beholden 
to  the  political  action  groups  that  put 
them  there. 

Bishop  Hunt  celebrates  the  integrity  of 
his  episcopal  colleagues  but  calls  for 
radical  change  in  our  election  of  bishops. 
When  a  candidate  for  episcopal  office 
can  run  from  one  jurisdiction  to  another 
begging  to  be  a  bishop  and  then  when 
elected  far  from  home  announce  to  the 
press,  “Sometimes  the  Holy  Spirit  works, 
and  sometimes  it  doesn’t,  but  politics  al¬ 
ways  works,”  we  are  closer  to  cowboys 
who  drive  the  cattle  than  shepherds  who 
lead  the  sheep,  he  writes. 

Some  major  disagreements 

The  two  books  have  major  disagree¬ 
ments,  however: 

•They  disagree  on  the  church’s  way  of 
witnessing  to  the  world.  Drs.  Willimon 
and  Wilson  admittedly  flirt  with  “isola¬ 
tions  and  introspection”  by  calling  off 
our  social  activism  in  favor  of  revitaliz¬ 
ing  the  local  church  as  an  alternative 
community  of  Christian  belief  and  be¬ 
havior.  Let  the  Gospel,  not  the  world,  set 
the  agenda  for  the  church,  they  argue. 

Bishop  Hunt  would  agree  with  this 
need  for  the  church  to  be  the  church, 
faithful  and  obedient  to  Jesus  Christ  as 
Lord.  But  he  insists  that  Methodism  must 
speak  up  on  the  faddish  theologies  and 
the  “real  issues”  of  the  day  (appropriate¬ 
ly  listed  by  Bishop  Hunt  but  ignored  in 
“Rekindling  the  Flame”). 

The  bishop  states  that  Methodism  has 
moved  beyond  a  society  status  within  the 
national  Church  of  England  to  become  a 
major  independent  denomination  within 
the  nation.  Hence  our  task  is  not  only  the 
“spread  of  scriptural  holiness”  within  the 
bcdy  of  Christ,  he  writes.  The  Methodist 
church  in  America  has  understood  its  task 
to  “reform  the  continent,”  to  join  with  oth¬ 
er  churches  to  be  the  conscience  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  to  fill  the  “naked  public  square”  with 
moral  and  theological  debate. 

•  Drs.  Willimon  and  Wilson  are  not  op- 

My  Witness 

Anglos  in  Hispanic 
church  feel  spirit: 
‘You  are  welcome’ 

By  FRANKIE  ROLAND 

It  was  a  wonderfully  different  service 
to  me.  The  people  sang  faster  than  I  was 
accustomed  to  and  clapped  their  hands. 

Their  eyes  sparkled, 
and  they  said, 
“Amen.” 

Some  gave  sponta¬ 
neous  testimonies  of 
God’s  goodness  to 
them  throughout  the 
week.  The  others  lis¬ 
tened  and  responded 
with  "Praise  God,” 
"Hallelujah”  or  “Yes,  yes,  He  cares.” 

Ruth,  who  sat  beside  me,  smiled  and 
hugged  me,  explaining  different  things 
about  the  service  or  the  people.  I  wanted 
to  enter  in  also.  After  all,  I  was  a  guest 
in  their  church. 

I  was  one  of  six  adults  who  had 
brought  38  high  school  students  to  work 
on  their  church  and  others.  I  was  part  of 
the  Missionary  Educational  Tour  for  my 
first  time. 

I  glanced  around  at  “our  gang”  min¬ 
gled  in  with  the  local  young  people.  All 
were  enjoying  the  service.  I  began  to  re¬ 
lax.  and  Ruth  smiled. 

As  pastor  Hector  Gonzolas  began  to 
pray,  he  said  something  that  washed 
away  all  my  tiredness.  To  the  Holy  Spirit 
he  prayed,  "You  are  welcome  here.” 

Just  as  we  were.  Anglos  in  a  Hispanic 
church.  Noisy,  pushy,  trying  to  be  helpful 
as  we  painted  and  repaired.  Trying  to 
make  friends,  understand  differences 
and  eat  delicious  new  foods. 

“You  are  welcome  here,”  he  prayed 
with  his  serious,  young  face  turned  to¬ 
ward  heaven. 

For  the  rest  of  the  week,  I  felt  the  wel¬ 
come  for  both  myself  and  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it.  As  I  boarded  the  bus  for  the  long  trip 
home  to  Kansas  East  conference,  I  felt 
it.  “You  are  welcome  here.” 

Come,  Holy  Spirit. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Frankie  Roland  attends  Trinity  and 
St.  James  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Coffeyville,  Kan.  (Kansas  East  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


posed  to  the  small  church,  but  they  do 
want  leaders  to  make  the  tough  choices 
of  combining  small  churches  on  circuits 
for  a  better  pastoral  work  load  and  sala¬ 
ry  support  unsubsidized  by  the  denomi¬ 
national  structure. 

Bishop  Hunt  wants  to  preserve  the 
small  church.  He  is  willing  to  concede  to 
a  stripped-down,  fighting  weight  church 
of  greater  Wesleyan  integrity  and  rele¬ 
vance  to  enable  an  effective  Methodist 
witness  in  our  third  century.  “Morning 
will  come,"  says  Bishop  Hunt  with  his 
Resurrection  hope. 

Resurrection  or  healing? 

Resurrection  may  be  a  more  appropri¬ 
ate  image  than  healing  of  what  is  needed  if 
we  are  as  sick  as  these  two  books  indicate. 

We  do  have  the  strengths  of  a  great 
heritage.  The  twin  trumpets  of  justifica¬ 
tion  by  grace  and  sanctification  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  must  be  sounded  from  our 
pulpits  and  denominational  agencies, 
showing  the  world  a  nurturing  Christian 
community  willing  and  able  to  outlive 
and  out-witness  the  alien  cultures  around 
us. 

Our  connectional  system  can  serve  us 
well,  but  bloated  bureaucracy,  self-serv¬ 
ing  clergy  and  passive  laity  must  turn  to¬ 
ward  leading  and  enabling  the  people  of 
God  in  local  churches.  Clergy  and  local 
churches  must  take  the  lead  to  respond 
to  God’s  call  to  repentance  and  blessing. 

Jacob  wrestled  with  an  unknown  trav¬ 
eler  throughout  the  dark  night  of  his  soul 
(Genesis  32:22ff).  Isaac's  son  refused  to 
surrender  his  hold  on  the  phantom  wres¬ 
tler  until  he  knew  the  name  of  his  adver¬ 
sary  and  received  his  blessing.  By  dawn’s 
early  light  Jacob  limped  away  from  the 
struggle  with  a  new  name,  Israel, 
"Prince  of  God.”  He  also  discovered  that 
his  fight  had  been  all  along,  throughout 
his  life,  with  God. 

“’Tis  Love,  'tis  Love,  Thou  diedst  for 
me!/l  hear  Thy  whisper  in  my  heart/The 
morning  breaks,  the  darkness  fleesJPure, 
universal  love  Thou  art/To  me,  to  all  thy 
mercies  move/Thy  nature  and  Thy  name 
is  Love." 

That  is  the  discovery  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  must  make  again.  Our  real 
struggle  is  not  with  the  devil  or  a  secular 
society  but  with  God. 

If  we  refuse  to  let  God  go,  if  we  fight 
the  good  fight  against  our  own  institu¬ 
tional  and  personal  sin,  if  we  hold  on 
tight  to  God  even  at  the  risk  of  injury, 
Universal  Love  will  give  us  a  new  name, 
a  spirit-filled  blessing  and  a  scriptural 
wholeness. 


YOUTH  AGAINST 
ALCOHOL  &  DRUGS 
ESSAY  CONTEST 

GUIDELINES 

PURPOSE:  To  offer  junior  high 
(grades  7-9)  and  senior  high  (grades  10- 
12)  young  people  an  opportunity  to 
share  their  witness  as  Christians  to  the 
benefits  of  abstinence  from  alcohol  and 
other  addictive  drugs. 

TOPIC:  Junior  High— “Why  I  feel  good 
about  saying  no  to  alcohol  and  other 
drugs” 

Senior  High— “Why  it  is  easier  to 
achieve  my  goals  without  alcohol  and 
other  drugs” 

LENGTH:  Junior  High-350  to  450 
words.  Senior  High— 500  to  1,000  words. 
CONTENT:  Each  essay  must  adhere  to 
the  assigned  topic.  Reference  material, 
if  any,  should  be  listed  at  the  end  of  the 
essay.  Footnotes  are  not  necessary  un¬ 
less  statistical  data  are  presented  or  di¬ 
rect  quotes  are  used.  Direct  quotations 
should  not  exceed  20  percent  of  the  es¬ 
say. 

CRITERIA:  Essays  should  reflect  an 
explicitly  Christian  perspective.  Essays 
will  be  judged  on  the  basis  of  content 
and  originality  (40  percent),  style  and 
expressiveness  (30  percent),  clarity  and 
grammatical  construction  (20  percent) 
and  neatness  (10  percent). 
PREPARATION:  Submit  three  copies 
on  white  paper  with  1-inch  margins. 
Entries  may  be  either  typewritten 
(double-spaced)  or  neatly  hand-written 
in  ink. 

AWARDS:  Junior  High— First,  $500; 
second,  $250;  third,  $125.  Senior  High- 
First,  $750;  second,  $500;  third,  $300. 
Awards  will  be  presented  during  and/ 
or  on  the  site  of  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference,  April  26-May  6,  in  St.  Louis. 
Winning  essays  will  be  published  in  a 
future  issue  of  the  Reporter. 
DEADLINE:  All  essays  must  be  post¬ 
marked  no  later  than  Dec.  31,  1987. 
Submit  essays  to  Essay  Contest,  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

Additional  information  and  study  ma¬ 
terials  can  be  obtained  from  the  Report¬ 
er  or  the  Department  of  Human 
Welfare,  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  United  Methodist  Church,  100 
Maryland  Ave.,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20002. 


Frankie  Roland 
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Good  News  speaker  links  UM  decline 
to  outdated  deployment  of  ministers 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

UPLAND,  Ind.— Membership  decline, 
United  Methodism’s  fundamental  prob¬ 
lem,  is  due  largely  to  the  church’s  anach¬ 
ronistic  system  of  deploying  leadership, 
a  church-growth  expert  told  participants 
in  a  Good  News  convocation  July  13-16. 

Good  News,  a  caucus  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  evangelicals,  has  offices  in  Wil- 
more,  Ky.,  and  publishes  a  magazine  by 
the  same  name.  The  annual  convocation 
was  attended  by  603  persons  from  32 
states. 

In  a  keynote  address,  the  Rev.  George 
G.  (Chuck)  Hunter,  dean  and  professor  of 
church  growth  at  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary  in  Wilmore,  said  American 
Methodism  has  unwittingly  duplicated 
the  “folly”  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
failing  to  deploy  its  clergy  strategically 
proportionate  to  massive  population 
shifts. 

The  Church  of  England,  he  added,  is 
organized  “horizontally”  by  parishes 
even  where  most  of  the  population  is 
stacked  “vertically.” 

Based  on  1900,  not  2000 

United  Methodist  churches  are  located 
to  reach  people  as  they  were  scattered  in 
1900  (80  percent  rural,  20  percent  urban) 
rather  than  as  they  will  be  in  the  year 
2000  (20  percent  rural,  80  percent  urban), 
he  said. 

The  Church  of  England  never  rede¬ 
ployed  its  clergy  to  reach  people  in  cities 
and  never  asked  the  proportionately  few 
urban  clergy  to  devote  their  lives  to 
reaching  the  cities’  unchurched  people, 
Dr.  Hunter  said. 

"John  Wesley  saw  this  urban  harvest 
and  launched  an  apostolic  movement  to 
reach  people,  and  Methodism  became 
the  first  modern  urban  Christian  move¬ 
ment,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Hunter  said  United  Methodism’s 
lack  of  strength  and  growth  in  cities  is 
complicated  and  obscured  by  a  system  of 
geographic  megaparishes  called  dis¬ 


North  American  Denominations  and  Missionaries  Per  Capita 

Denomination 

1  Christian  &  Missionary  Alliance 
2.  Missionary  Church 

3  Grace  Brethren  Church 

4  Salvation  Army 

5  Evangelical  Free  Church 

6  Free  Methodist  Church 

7  Wesleyan  Church 

8.  Presbyterian  Church  in  America 

9.  Christian  Reformed  Church 

10  Church  of  the  Nazarene 

1 1  Evangelical  Covenant  Church 

12.  Moravian  Church 

13.  Baptist  General  Conference 

14.  Churches  of  Christ 

15.  Assemblies  of  God 

16.  Church  of  God  (Anderson) 

17.  Church  of  the  Brethren 
18  Reformed  Church  in  America 

19.  Southern  Baptist 

20.  Church  of  God  (Cleveland) 

21  Presbyterian  Church,  USA  (merged) 

22.  United  Church  of  Christ 

23.  Lutheran  Church/Missouri  Synod 
24  American  Baptist 
25.  Cumberland  Presbyterian 

26  Evangelical  Lutheran  (Am.  Lu.  +  LCA) 

27  Christian  Church/Disciples  of  Christ 

28  United  Methodist  Church 

29.  United  Church  of  Canada 

30.  Episcopal  Church 
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1985  data  on  overseas  missionaries,  taken  from  Samuel  Wilson  and  John  Siewart,  eds.,  "I 

edition,  Missions  Advanced  Research  and  Communication  Center,  Monrovia,  CA.,  1986. 

1985  denominational  membership  data,  taken  from  Constant  H.  Jacquet  Jr.,  ed.,  "Yearbook  of  American  and  Canadian  Churches. 
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Mission  Handbook:  North  American  Protestant  Ministries  Overseas."  13th 
1986,  Nashville.  Abingdon  Press. 


tricts,  each  administered  by  a  superin¬ 
tendent. 

Maps  of  most  conferences  reveal  the 
assumption  that  each  district  should  cov¬ 
er  about  the  same  amount  of  geographi¬ 
cal  territory,  regardless  of  population 
factors,  he  said. 

Each  district  is  to  have  about  the  same 
number  of  pastoral  charges— again, 
largely  regardless  of  population  factors, 
he  continued. 

Thus,  in  many  cities,  the  district  super¬ 
intendent  is  not  leading  the  planting  of 
many  new  congregations  because  the  dis¬ 
trict  already  has  about  the  “right  number” 
of  churches  and  because  the  superinten¬ 


dent  feels  stretched  in  overseeing  about  as 
many  churches  as  one  can,  he  said. 

“But  we  do  not  have  enough  urban  dis¬ 
tricts  and  churches  in  any  American  city 
to  reach  all  the  people  we  could  reach,” 
Dr.  Hunter  said. 

The  theologian  also  charged  that  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  global  role  is  greatly  vulnera¬ 
ble.  A  denomination’s  per-capita  overseas 
missionary  force  correlates  strongly  with  its 
growth  or  decline  rate  at  home,  he  added. 

He  defined  per-capita  missionary 
force  as  the  denomination’s  total  U.S. 
membership  divided  by  the  number  of  its 
overseas  missionaries  (see  accompany¬ 
ing  table). 


People  in  the  News. 


“Good  Housekeeping”  selects  UM  ministry  candidate  as  one  of  its  ‘100  Women  of  Promise’ 


Marla  Elizabeth  Whetsell,  a  1987 
graduate  of  UM-related  Columbia 
College  in  Columbia,  S.C.,  has  been 
named  one  of  “100  Women  of  Prom¬ 
ise,  Class  of  ’87"  by  “Good  House¬ 
keeping”  magazine. 

A  member  of  Duncan  Chapel  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Bowman,  S.C., 
Ms.  Whetsell  is  fea¬ 
tured  along  with 
other  honoreesjn 
the  magazine’s) 

July  issue.  She  said^ 
she  plans  to  enter! 

Yale  Divinity  School! 
in  New  Haven,  Cain.,  I 
this  fall  to  prepare 
for  a  career  as  a 
United  Methodist  Marla  Whetsell 
minister.  Ms.  Whetsel  was  nominated 
by  the  college  president.  Dr.  Ralph  T. 
Mirse,  in  February.  The  magazine 
required  that  each  nominee  have  a 
grade  point  average  of  3.0  or  above, 
notable  campus  and  community 
activity,  and  a  broad  range  of  out¬ 
standing  personal  endeavors.  Final 


selection  of  winners  was  made  by  a 
panel  of  nationally  known  educators. 

Ms.  Whetsell  credits  her  parents, 
Hampton  Jr.  and  Elizabeth  Whetsell, 
and  her  grandparents,  Hampton  Sr. 
and  Lois  Whetsell,  for  keeping  the  en¬ 
tire  family  active  in  the  100-member 
church  one  mile  from  their  farm. 

"My  father  is  on  the  board  of  trust¬ 
ees,”  she  said.  “My  mother  is  active 
in  United  Methodist  Women,  and  my 
grandfather  is  the  Sunday  school  su¬ 
perintendent.” 

But  she ‘says  her  paternal  grand¬ 
mother,  who  "has  a  gift  for  evange¬ 
lism,”  had  the  most  influence  on  her 
career. 

Having  no  real  contact  with  female 
clergy  as  a  youth,  Ms.  Whetsell  said  it 
was  hard  for  her  to  believe  that  a 
woman  could  be  called  to  preach  in  a 
United  Methodist  church  and  that  she 
could  be  accepted  as  a  minister. 

"When  I  was  growing  up,”  she  said, 
“a  female  minister  came  into  this  area 
and  was  not  well  liked  by  the  local  peo¬ 
ple.  Since  she  had  a  personality  differ¬ 


ent  from  the  farmers,  a  lot  of  people 
decided  they  just  would  not  accept  any 
woman  preacher  for  about  10  years. 

“So  when  I  delivered  a  speech  for 
my  high  school  graduation  and  my 
teacher  said,  ‘You  would  make  a 
great  minister,’  I  thought  nothing  of 
it.  When  I  would  do  similar  things  at 
the  church,  the  members  would  say, 
'Marla,  you  would  make  a  great 
preacher’s  wife,’  not  ‘You  would 
make  a  great  preacher.’  ’’ 

But  with  the  support  of  her  family, 
she  pursued  an  interest  in  youth  min¬ 
istry,  serving  for  two  summers  at  St. 
Andrews  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Orangeburg,  S.C.  After  realizing  her 
calling,  she  changed  her  speech/ 
drama  major  to  religious  education 
and  later  to  religion. 

“I  did  not  know  how  the  people  in 
this  area  would  react  to  my  becoming 
a  minister,”  she  said,  “but  they  are 
getting  used  to  the  idea,  probably  be¬ 
cause  they’ve  known  me  since  I  was  a 
little  girl.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


The  United  Methodist  Church,  with  one 
missionary  for  every  18,200  members, 
ranks  28th  of  30  major  denomination 
churches  in  North  America,  according  to 
Asbury’s  School  of  World  Mission  and 
Evangelism. 

Bottom  predicted  by  1990 

Dr.  Hunter  predicted  that  United 
Methodism’s  per  capita  missionary  force 
will  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  by  1990 
unless  a  turnaround  occurs. 

After  John  Wesley  sent  missionaries  to 
America,  the  theologian  continued, 
American  Methodism  became,  in  time, 
an  awesome  world  movement  made  pos¬ 
sible  by  an  extensive  missionary  force. 

In  the  1920s,  American  Methodism 
placed  more  than  2,500  missionaries  in 
other  lands,  far  more  than  other  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations  and  traditions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Hunter. 

By  the  early  1960s,  Methodist  mission 
forces  declined  to  1,500;  by  1980,  to  938; 
and  by  1985,  to  516. 

“No  other  denomination’s  direct  in¬ 
volvement  in  overseas  mission  has  ever 
declined  so  precipitously,”  he  said. 

In  another  address,  retired  Bishop  Roy 
C.  Nichols,  Oakland,  Calif.,  told  the  con¬ 
vocation  that  the  number  of  Christians  is 
growing  but  the  proportion  to  the  total 
world  population  is  decreasing. 

Bishop  Nichols  called  on  Christians  to 
be  aware  they  are  living  and  working  in 
the  midst  of  a  hostile,  indifferent  and  ir¬ 
reverent  community. 

"You  don’t  have  to  be  perfect  to  offer 
them  Christ,”  the  bishop  said,  “but  you 
have  to  be  striving  toward  perfection  for 
the  integrity  of  your  witness  to  be  re¬ 
ceived _ Offer  them  Christ.” 

Helen  Rhea  Coppedge,  a  laywoman 
from  Fort  Valley,  Ga.,  who  chairs  the  40- 
member  Good  News  board,  told  the  con¬ 
vocation  that  more  than  one  third  of  that 
group  has  been  elected  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  and/or  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ence. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  GOOD  NEWS 


UPLAND,  Ind  — The  Rev.  George  Hunter  points  for  emphasis  as  he  tells 
the  recent  Good  News  convocation  that  United  Methodists  may  soon  hit 
bottom  among  denominations’  missionaries-per-members  ratios.  Good 
News  is  an  unofficial  caucus  of  UM  evangelicals. 

Global  Ministries  thrust 


will  break  new  ground 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WILLIAMSPORT,  Pa.— The  new  de¬ 
partment  of  mission  and  evangelism  pro¬ 
posed  to  the  United  Methodist  mission 
agency  last  March  is  to  “go  to  places  we 
haven't  been  and  hadn't  intended  to  be,” 
the  head  of  the  agency  told  the  220  mis¬ 
sionaries  at  the  1987  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence  July  13-17. 

"The  problem  for  mission  and  evange¬ 
lism  is  that  the  task  is  never  completed,” 
said  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

In  addition  to  those  who  have  never 
heard  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  many 
people  are  not  in  churches  and  are  not 
heeding  the  gospel,  he  said. 

Acknowledging  the  opinion  of  some 
people  that  he  proposed  the  new  depart¬ 
ment  only  after  a  "Damascus  Road  ex¬ 
perience,”  Dr.  Nugent  said:  “We  are 
always  challenged  with  new  possibilities. 
I  want  people  to  know  the  same  Lord  I 
have  known." 

Dr.  Nugent’s  was  a  major  address  to 
the  assemblage  of  missionaries  on  home 
assignment,  new  missionaries  and  mis¬ 
sion  interns,  retiring  missionaries,  board 
directors  and  staff. 

Mission  is  concerned  not  only  with  in¬ 
dividuals  but  with  the  context  of  the 
community  in  which  they  live,  Dr.  Nu¬ 
gent  said,  and  each  situation  has  its  pe¬ 
culiar  context. 

The  purpose  of  mission' is  to  preach 
the  gospel  and  live  in  ways  that  exempli¬ 
fy  "the  values  we  experience  in  Jesus’ 
life,”  he  said. 

He  advocated  dialogue  with  people  of 
other  faiths,  introducing  people  to  the 
community  of  believers,  and  working  for 
the  unity  of  all. 

"You  must  believe  in  the  transforming 
power  of  the  gospel,”  he  said.  "You  must 


respect  the  gospel  and  the  one  who  hears 
it.  apprecia***  Spirit  that  comes  when 
it  wills  and  appreciate  the  role  of  social 
services.” 

Dr.  Nugent  challenged  the  missionar¬ 
ies  to  be  not  only  good  doctors  and 
nurses  but  “to  tell  the  story  (of  God’s 
love  in  Jesus  Christ)  again  and  again.” 

A  major  topic  of  the  four-day  confer¬ 
ence  was  the  new  theology  of  mission 
statement,  "Partnership  in  God’s  Mis¬ 
sion,”  approved  for  use  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  as  the  global  arm  of 
the  denomination. 

(A  separate  mission  statement  for  the 
whole  church  was  mandated  by  the  1984 
General  Conference  and  is  scheduled  to 
be  presented  for  adoption  at  the  1988 
General  Conference.) 

In  an  overview  of  the  mission  board’s 
statement,  the  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman, 
member  of  the  board  staff,  said,  “It  is 
God’s  mission.  God  is  the  initiator.  Our 
response  is  to  participate  in  God’s  mis¬ 
sion.  Churches  are  no  longer  sending’ 
and  ‘receiving’  churches.  We  are  one 
church  engaged  in  mission.” 

Peggy  Billings,  deputy  general  secre¬ 
tary  and  head  of  the  World  Division,  re¬ 
flected  on  separation  and  division  as 
witnessed  on  her  recent  trip  to  North  ana 
South  Korea  (see  UMR,  July  17). 

"The  church  stands  out  as  a  communi¬ 
ty  of  people  who  can  cross  lines,  go  to 
both  sides  of  the  tragic  division,  because 
God  calls  us  to  be  a  reconciling  force," 
she  said. 

"Today  we  have  to  stand  with  Jesus 
Christ  at  all  separation  points  we  have 
created,  to  put  our  bodies  at  the  demili¬ 
tarized  zones,"  Ms.  Billings  said. 

The  Christian  community  is  a  sign  to 
the  world  of  God’s  new  community,  she 
added. 


e They  know  the  Great  Phys 

UM  layman-psychiatrist  counsels  families. 


iciari* 

survivors  of  Texas  Baptist  bus  tragedy 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

A  United  Methodist  psychiatrist  said 
two  years  of  intense  Bible  study  at  his 
church  provided  him  with  probably  the 


best  “medicine”  for  people  touched  by  a 
recent  Texas  disaster:  A  solid  knowledge 
of  Scripture. 

Dr.  James  W.  Black  Jr.,  an  active  lay¬ 
man  at  Lovers  Lane  United  Methodist 


Church  in  Dallas,  treated  families  and 
friends  of  10  teen-agers  drowned  in  a 
July  17  bus  accident  at  a  church  camp  in 
Comfort,  Texas. 

“It  was  important  for  me  to  be  backed 


with  a  scriptural  approach  to  death  and 
grief,”  Dr.  Black  said. 

He  was  one  of  the  first  people  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  Seagoville  Road  Baptist  Church 
in  the  Dallas  suburb  of  Batch  Springs  fol¬ 
lowing  news  that  43  young  people  and 
their  counselors  aboard  a  bus  had  been 
caught  in  the  rapidly  rising  water  of  the 
Guadalupe  River. 

All  on  the  bus  attempted  to  flee  to 
shore,  but  many  were  swept  down¬ 
stream.  Thirty-three  were  rescued. 

Several  hours  later,  in  Balch  Springs, 
Dr.  Black  met  with  family  members  and 
others  at  the  independent  Baptist  church. 

‘They  know  the  Scriptures’ 

Citing  Scripture  and  encouraging  the 
youngsters  and  their  parents  to  talk 
about  their  feelings,  he  began  profession¬ 
al  counseling  to  a  steady  stream  that 
lasted  for  almost  a  week  following  the 
incident. 

“They  know  the  Scriptures,”  he  said. 
“They  only  needed  reminding  that  ‘Nei¬ 
ther  death,  not  life,  nor  angels,  nor  prin¬ 
cipalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  to 
come,  nor  things  present,  nor  height,  nor 
depth,  nor  any  other  creature  shall  be 
able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of 
God.’” 

Dr.  Black’s  easy  recall  of  Scriptures  is 
the  product  of  two  years  spent  in  the 
Bethel  Bible  Series,  he  said.  Now  he’s 
halfway  through  Bethel’s  leadership 
training. 

The  biblical  approach  to  therapy,  cou¬ 
pled  with  more  conventional  techniques 
of  individual  and  group  therapy,  is  a  lit¬ 
tle  out  of  the  ordinary  in  dealing  with 
typical  trauma  victims,  Dr.  Black  said. 

The  youths  were  from  fundamentalist 
backgrounds,  and  Dr.  Black  said  he  knew 
he  had  to  approach  the  situation  differ¬ 
ently  to  be  effective. 

"I  immediately  placed  myself  under 
the  scriptural  authority  of  the  pastor  and 
the  deacons,”  he  said. 

Survivors  and  their  families  under¬ 
stood  that,  he  said,  and  were  consequent¬ 
ly  much  more  open  to  his  services  than  if 


he  had  come  in  with  a  completely  secular 
approach  to  helping  cope  with  the 
trauma. 

Immediate  counseling  needed 

Immediate  counseling  for  the  people 
who  witnessed  the  incident  as  well  as 
counseling  for  parents  and  friends  back 
home  was  essential,  Dr.  Black  said,  to 
help  prevent  psychological  disorders  as¬ 
sociated  with  trauma. 

“We’ve  learned  that  the  sooner  you 
deal  with  it  (the  trauma)  the  less  likely  it 
will  affect  the  person  later  on,”  he  said. 

Without  counseling,  he  added,  some 
people  might  later  experience  phobias 
involving  water,  such  as  crossing  bridges 
and  hearing  the  sound  of  fast-running 
water. 

Dr.  Black  volunteered  his  services  as 
part  of  a  recently  formed  Texas  Psychi¬ 
atric  Physicians’  Disaster  Program. 

Dr.  Black  said  he  has  counseled  Hin¬ 
dus,  Moslems  and  atheists,  but  he  added, 
“It’s  a  relief  when  I  can  say  a  prayer  and 
sing  a  hymn  with  someone  who  is  hurt¬ 
ing.” 

Counseling  Christians  can  also  include 
reassurance  of  God’s  love  and  the  prom¬ 
ise  of  heaven  along  with  conventional 
therapy  used  with  non-Christians,  Dr. 
Black  said. 

Testimony  to  salvation 

Dr.  Black  said  virtually  all  young  peo¬ 
ple  involved  in  the  recent  river  incident 


looked  on  the  deaths  as  a  testimony  to 
salvation,  despite  their  grief. 

"We  are  winning  souls  to  Jesus,”  he  re¬ 
called  several  youngsters  as  saying. 

He  noted  that  there  was  an  altar  call 
at  the  close  of  one  funeral  for  a  brother 
and  sister  who  died  in  the  raging  waters. 

Several  youngsters  expressed  feelings 
that  the  deaths  must  have  been  God’s 
will. 

“I  was  not  there  to  challenge  that,”  he 
said.  “I  was  there  to  reinforce  their  reli¬ 
gious  background.  I  don’t  see  a  lot  of 
doubters  in  this  group.” 

Dr.  Black,  who  is  providing  all  his  ser¬ 
vices  free,  plans  to  continue  the  counsel¬ 
ing  “as  long  as  it’s  needed." 

He  said  after  years  of  practicing  psy¬ 
chiatry,  he  is  usually  able  to  tell  which 
people  are  going  to  be  all  right  and 
which  ones  will  need  further  counseling. 
Some  will  continue  counseling  with  him; 
others  will  be  counseled  by  the  pastor 
and  deacons  at  the  church,  he  said. 

"That’s  one  of  the  beautiful  things  I’ve 
found  about  this  church  ...  the  counsel¬ 
ing  they  offer  their  people,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Black  said  he  sees  signs  of  healing 
among  the  400-member  congregation 
and  its  adjoining  academy. 

“The  congregation  is  really  tuned  in  to 
where  that  healing  comes  from,"  Dr. 
Black  said.  “I  yearn  for  that  in  my  own 
religion. 

“I  am  a  competent  physician.  But 
these  people  know  the  Great  Physician.” 


DALLAS  MORNING  NEWS  PHOTO 

Dallas  psychiatrist  and  United  Methodist  layman  Dr.  James  W.  Black  listens  to  a  Seagoville  Road  Baptist  Acad¬ 
emy  teacher  talk  about  the  drowning  tragedy  that  took  the  lives  of  10  students. 


DISCOUNTED  AIR  FARES. .  ZZ  30% 


TO  EUROPE* 

FROM  DFW 

TO  THE  ORIENT* 

London 

$265 

Tokyo 

$372 

Manchester 

$265 

(Special  fares 

Taipei 

$355 

Pans 

$310 

available  from  other 

Seoul 

$317 

Dusseldorf 

$279 

area  cities) 

Hong  Kong 

$390 

Frankfurt 

$279 

Bangkok 

$425 

Munich 

$299 

Singapore 

$425 

Zurich/Geneva 

$326 

'One-way  lares  effective  June  t.  based  on  roundtrip  travel  on  scheduled  airlines  Government  tees  and 
taxes  additional  -  S23  roundtrip  Fares  subiect  to  change  Some  restrictions  apply 

Dallas:  747-0551  /  /  lr“  Houston:  627-1505 

Matro:  263-7914  /iff  I  Wl  Lak/L.  800-482-8282 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


JULY  31,  1987 


PAGE  4 

Curriculum  association  urges  halt 
to  exclusion  of  religion  in  schools 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
WASHINGTON— A  highly  influential 
public  education  group  has  called  for  ac¬ 
tion  by  educators,  textbook  publishers 
and  civic  leaders  to  halt  the  “rigorous 
exclusion”  of  religion  from  school  text¬ 
books  and  curricula. 

The  Association  for  Supervision  and 
Curriculum  Development,  made  up  of 
80,000  teachers  and  administrators  re¬ 
sponsible  for  developing  school  curricu¬ 
la,  issued  the  appeal  this  month  in  a 
groundbreaking  50-page  report  titled 
“Religion  in  the  Curriculum”  (see  relat¬ 
ed  story  below  and  editorial  on  Page  2). 

The  report  is  believed  to  be  the  first  by 
public  education  leaders  to  specifically  en¬ 
dorse  teaching  about  the  role  of  religion  in 
history,  social  studies  and  other  classes. 

Absence  is  reprehensible 

“Given  the  significance  of  religion  and 
religious  movements  in  the  political  and 
cultural  history  of  the  world,  their  virtual 
absence  from  today’s  social  studies  and 
history  textbooks  is  particularly  reprehen¬ 
sible,”  said  the  strongly  worded  report 
Declaring  that  public  schools  must 


teach  about  religions  and  their  impact  on 
history,  literature,  art,  music  and  moral¬ 
ity,  the  report  continued: 

“It  seems  natural  that  the  art  curricu¬ 
lum,  for  example,  must  pay  attention  to 
the  impact  of  Christianity  on  the  work  of 
Michelangelo,  just  as  history  classes  fo¬ 
cusing  on  the  colonization  of  America 
must  pay  attention  to  the  religious  up¬ 
heaval  in  sixteenth  century  Europe  that 
fueled  that  colonization.” 

Gordon  Cawelti,  executive  director  of 
the  curriculum  association,  expressed  a 
sense  of  urgency  about  the  task,  ac¬ 
knowledging  that  the  exclusion  of  reli¬ 
gion  has  met  with  growing  objections 
from  the  public. 

Clear  abuse  of  history 

He  said  at  a  news  conference  that  the 
schools  cannot  wait  for  changes  in  text¬ 
books,  which  he  described  as  woefully  in¬ 
adequate  in  treatment  of  religion.  He 
said  teachers,  in  the  meantime,  need  to 
have  supplementary  materials  on  reli¬ 
gion  developed  by  educators  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  religious  leaders,  historians 
and  others. 


“It  is  a  clear  abuse  of  history  for  the 
texts  not  to  associate  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  with  his  clear  religious  and  spe¬ 
cifically  Baptist  and  black  Baptist 
roots,"  said  0.  L.  Davis,  a  University  of 
Texas  professor  of  education  and  prima¬ 
ry  author  of  the  report.  Dr.  Davis,  a 
United  Methodist  layman,  cited  the 
omission  of  that  factor  as  a  common 
shortcoming  in  the  texts’  treatment  of 
the  late  civil  rights  leader. 

The  situation  has  come  about  partly  be¬ 
cause  of  widespread  confusion  over  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decisions  on  religion  in  public 
schools,  according  to  the  report  The  high 
court  has  ruled  in  various  decisions  that 
schools  cannot  sponsor  prayer,  Bible  read¬ 
ing  and  other  devotional  exercises  because 
such  practices  violate  the  constitutional 
separation  of  church  and  state. 

These  rulings  have  led  many  educators 
to  steer  clear  of  religion  altogether,  al¬ 
though  the  court  has  never  ruled  against 
academic  instruction  on  religion  and  in 
fact  has  encouraged  it,  the  report  said. 

Some  city  and  state  education  agen¬ 
cies,  trying  to  avoid  controversy,  have 
gone  so  far  as  to  mandate  a  “rigorous  ex¬ 
clusion  of  references  to  religion”  in  text¬ 
books,  the  report  added. 

Also  behind  the  slighting  of  religion 
over  the  past  few  decades  has  been  the 
notion  accepted  by  some  educators  that 
religion  is  “the  dead  hand  of  the  past” 
and  has  little  or  no  relevance  to  modern 


Churches  asked  to  assist 
schools  teach  religion  facts 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Dr.  O.  L  Davis,  primary  author  of  “Reli¬ 
gion  in  the  Curriculum"  (see  related  story), 
says  United  Methodist  churches  can  assist 
public  school  teachers  in  presenting  facts 
about  religion  in  two  ways 

First,  churches,  must  offer  schools  re¬ 
source  materials  and  people,  said  the 
University  of  Texas  professor  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  layman. 

Second  United  Methodists  with  school- 
aged  children  must  provide  a  religious 
background  for  them  at  home,  he  said. 

“One  thing  our  panel  reported  is  that 
there  is  a  need  for  churches  to  develop 
suggestions  for  use  by  publishing  houses 
as  they  prepare  history  texts  and  litera¬ 
ture  texts  for  school,”  Dr.  Davis  said. 
“That  can  entail  an  elaborate  list  of 
movements  and  events,  which  should  not 
be  left  out  of  the  teaching  materials. 

“Teachers  should  make  sure  that  all 
areas  in  history  are  properly  covered. 
For  example,  the  European  movement 
to  America  and  the  expansion  to  the  new 
world  cannot  be  taught  without  refer¬ 
ences  to  religion. 

“For  another,  the  First  Amendment 
should  be  treated  in  its  richness  to  in¬ 
clude  information  on  the  freedom  of  reli¬ 
gion.  These  are  areas  usually  neglected 
in  civics  classes." 

Other  specific  chapters  in  history  that 
must  mention  religion  are  slavery,  the 
great  awakening  of  the  frontier,  prohibi¬ 
tion,  unionism  and  the  civil-rights  move¬ 
ment,  said  the  professor  of  curriculum 
and  education. 

Dr.  Davis  urged  United  Methodists  to 
appeal  to  local  school  boards  if  they  find 
that  religion  is  excluded  from  English 
and  history  courses. 

“If  the  church  gives  teachers  support, 
they  will  not  be  fearful  that  they  will  of¬ 
fend  somebody,”  he  said. 

But  Dr.  Davis  advised  ministers  and 
laypeople  “not  to  convert  history  courses 
to  religious  courses  but  to  see  that  reli¬ 
gious  life  is  not  ignored  in  the  schools.” 

“United  Methodists  need  to  let  teach¬ 
ers  know  that  it  is  fine  to  invite  theologi¬ 


cally  trained  persons  with  rich  resources 
to  their  classroom  to  enhance  the  learn¬ 
ing  experience,”  he  said. 

In  smaller  communities,  he  said,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  pastor  might  be  invited  to 
the  school  to  share  personal  experiences 
on  various  periods  in  American  history. 

“A  pastor  can  speak  on  the  importance 
of  United  Methodist  leaders  in  the  civil- 
rights  movement,  which  resulted  in  new 
laws  for  our  country,”  he  said.  “This  may 
become  troublesome  in  a  metropolitan 
area  where  the  community  contains  peo¬ 
ple  of  many  faiths  and  the  school  tries  to 
treat  each  religious  group  equally.” 

Dr.  Davis,  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Georgetown,  Texas, 
added  that  a  special  charge  to  United 
Methodist  churches  is  to  increase  the 
amount  of  oral  Bible  reading  in  the  home 
so  future  generations  can  continue  to  use 
the  Bible  as  a  literary  work. 

“Most  of  my  generation  would  recall 
bow  their  parents  said  they  heard  the  Bi¬ 
ble  read,”  said  Dr.  Davis,  who  has  taught 
at  the  University  of  Texas  at  Austin  for 
21  years. 

“Now  the  Bible  is  not  read  aloud  in  the 
home.  And  the  images  from  biblical  ex¬ 
pression  simply  cannot  be  gotten  any 
other  way.” 

Dr.  Davis  said  there  is  much  to  be 
done  at  home  and  at  church  to  help  stu¬ 
dents  understand  literature  for  the  rich¬ 
ness  of  literature. 

“Most  early  American  literature  has 
Jewish  and  Christian  origins,”  he  said. 
“In  world  literature,  other  religions  are 
dealt  with.  Most  classes  have  omitted 
these  facts  because  they  are  not  treated 
in  the  English  literature  text. 

“The  one  thing  we  know  about  public 
education  is  that  the  schools  are  unlikely 
to  add  courses  like  the  history  of  reli¬ 
gion.  So  we  must  insist  on  a  revision  of 
textbooks  by  the  various  publishers. 

“But  until  textbooks  are  changed,  we 
United  Methodists  should  do  our  jobs,  to  as¬ 
sure  that  richer  and  fuller  history  and  liter¬ 
ature  classes  are  taught  in  public  schools.” 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES.  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 

SOFTWARE  FOR  THE  CHRISTIAN  HOME:  Put 
your  PC  to  work  for  Jesus.  For  free  flyer,  write 
Christian  Software.  1112  NW  First  Street.  Roches¬ 
ter,  MN  55901 

proved  in  advance. 

9-DAY  HOLY  LAND  TOUR  $1,098  Leaving  New 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS'*  Worship  at  First 
Methodist,  comer  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Gasses:  9:30  a.ra. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  408-0856 

York  City  January  11,  1988.  Rev  Donald  Douglass 
invites  you  for  an  inspirational  experience  Bro¬ 
chure/write  Donald  Douglass.  6280  Dawson  Blvd.. 
Mentor.  OH  44060.  (216)  257-3749 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
needed  Live  youth  group.  Strong  parental  and 
church  support.  Send  resume  to  First  UMC.  1501 
Sycamore.  Govis,  NM  88101. 

MUSIC  MINISTERS.  TOURING  GROUPS— Sell¬ 

ing  complete  8  channel  stereo  PA  system  and  Ya¬ 
maha  Electric  Grand  (CP-70),  with  cases.  $9,000  + 
new,  now  $4.500/offer.  (505)  293-82%.  ! 

FOR  SALE  Nine-piece  outdoor  Nativities  com¬ 
plete  $750  Order  before  Aug.  15  —  save  $50  Free 
brochure.  Sbearl  Products.  Rt  1.  Melvin.  IL  60952 
Phone  (217)  388-2894 

OCTOBER  PERU  JANUARY  EGYPT:  Peru  Octo¬ 

ber  9-17  $1,100  from  Miami.  Cuzco.  Machu  Picchu, 
Amazon.  Lima  Egypt  January  15-24  $1,600  from 
New  York.  Deluxe  with  five-day  Nile  cruise.  Pas- 
tor  Don  Haarup.  P.O  Box  31.  Brainerd.  MN  56401- 
0031  24-hour  phone  (218)  829-6076. 

PART-TIME  ORDAINED  PASTOR  needed  as  visi¬ 
tation  minister  for  rapidly  growing  church.  Write 
to  Mariner  United  Methodist  Church.  7079  Mariner 
Blvd  .  Spring  Hill.  FL  34609. 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  Several  openings  for 
Assistant  General  Secretary  This  is  a  key  profes- 
sional  staff  position  within  benefits  area.  Should  be 
degreed  along  with  business  administration  back¬ 
ground:  previous  knowledge  of  pension  and  benefit 
programs  helpful.  Must  be  a  United  Methodist  and 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  3.700- 
member  church  in  N  E  Oklahoma.  Appropriate  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  Salary  negotiable.  Contact 
Senior  Associate  Minister  (918)  336-3361  or  336*155 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Full¬ 

time  position  for  church  of  500  members  with  ac¬ 
tive  program  Near  Springfield.  Illinois.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Rochester  UMC.  P.O. 

Methodist  Church.  Send  resume  to  Christyne 
Mackey.  General  Board  of  Pensions,  1200  Davis 
Street,  Evanston.  IL  60201  Equal  Opportunity  Em¬ 
ployer 

Box  467.  Rochester.  IL  62563. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR— Full-time  position  in  Okla¬ 

homa  City  UM  Church  now  open.  Call  (405)  232- 
1371  Ask  for  Joe  Carson  or  leave  message 

Counseling  Center  Branch  Office.  Inquiries:  Rev¬ 
erend  David  Matthews,  Lutheran  Service  Society 
Western  PA,  5940  Baum  Boulevard.  Pittsburgh.  PA 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  POSITION  Negotiable  First 
UMC.  P.O.  Box  214.  Weatherford.  TX  76086  (817) 
599-4231 

15206  (412)  362-7430. 

TRINITY  METHODIST  LIBRARY  has  need  of 
Daniel  and  Malachi  volumes  to  complete  Cam- 

FOR  SALE:  1984  FORD  NATIONAL  COACH  17-21 
passenger  Reconditioned.  45,000  BTU  air  Excel- 

bridge  Bible  Commentary  Contact  Wineva  Han- 
kamer,  3430  Harrison.  Beaumont.  TX  77706.  (409) 
892-8121 

9782,  Abilene.  TX. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  PROGRAM  and  youth 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 

Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks  Winter  availability  Gayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704)627-6067,  627-9507 

choir,  full-time  for  large  growing  church.  Must 
have  excellent  track  record,  strong  organizational 
and  volunteer  recruitment  skills.  Need  team  play¬ 
er  and  initiator.  Available  September  1987  Re¬ 
sumes  to  Rev  Milton  Lewis,  Colonial  Hills  UMC. 
5247  Vance  Jackson.  San  Antonio.  TX  78230. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel¬ 

ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more)  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool,  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
all  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES.  Full¬ 
time  position  in  suburban  church  of  900  members; 
reponsible  for  developing  program;  providing  re¬ 
sources,  coordination,  leadership  for  lay  volun- 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  & 
Youth.  Full-time  position.  Salary  negotiable.  Con¬ 
tact  or  send  resume.  First  United  Methodist 

with  applicable  work  experience  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble  Send  resume  to:  Chairperson.  SPRC,  South  Mi¬ 
ami  UMC.  5999  Ponce  de  Leon,  Miami.  FL  33146 

Church.  Rev  W  W  Story.  900  Wesley  Dr  ,  Grove. 
OK  74344(918)786-5148 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  officially  ap¬ 
proved  stitcheries,  including  cross-stitch,  latch 
hook,  chicken  scratch,  needlepoint  Brochure  $1. 
Nancy  Designs.  424-R  East  Sixth.  Blue  Earth.  MN 
56013 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  Deeded  to  coordinate  ef¬ 
forts  of  Louisiana  United  Methodists  to  assist  fam¬ 
ilies  in  poverty  Experience  in  private  and  public 
agency  interface,  research,  and  grant  proposal 
composition  needed  Baccalaureate  degree  re¬ 
quired,  graduate  degree  preferred  Coordination  of 
projects  and  travel  statewide  required.  Salary 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  Chapel- 
wood  United  Methodist  Church.  Houston.  TX.  Send 
letter  of  application  and  resume  to:  WHS,  11140 
Greenbay  Drive,  Houston.  TX  77024. 

commensurate  Send  SASE  for  job  description  to 
Mr  Roger  Guissinger.  5677  S.  Pollard  Parkway, 
Baton  Rouge.  Louisiana  70808  Deadline  for  re¬ 
sume.  1  September  1987 

RESIDENTIAL  FACILITY  FOR  ABUSED  and  ne¬ 
glected  adolescent  girls,  in  historical  East  Dallas, 
needs  house  parents  Begin  training  immediately 
Need  married  couple,  no  dependent  children.  Must 

MAILING  LIST  WITH  A  PURPOSE.  To  receive  in¬ 
formation  on  travel  programs  with  a  purpose  and 
cassette  tapes  with  a  spiritual  growth  format  send 
name  and  address  to  Bill  Scott,  1444  Esters  Rd.,  Ir¬ 
ving  .  TX  75061. 

live  in.  have  experience  with  adolescents. 
$20, 000, room  and  board, paid  vacation.major  medi¬ 
cal, outside  job/school  option  for  one  (214)  349- 
0269  Resumes  Our  Friends'  Place.  9511  Faircrest 
Drive.  Dallas.  TX  75248 

society,  according  to  the  report.  “The 
outcome  has  been  massive  ignorance  of 
any  faith  besides  one’s  own  (and  some¬ 
times  even  of  one’s  own),”  it  said. 

Doctrinal  teaching  not  favored 

“We  are  vigorously  in  favor  of  teach¬ 
ing  about  religion  and  the  role  of  religion 
in  society,”  said  Dr.  Davis.  "We  are  not 
in  favor  of  teaching  the  doctrine  of  any 
one  belief.  That  is  a  distinction  with  a 
great  difference.” 

He  said  schools  should  also  present  the 
“negative  facts”  about  religion,  such  as 
the  history  of  discrimination  against  re¬ 
ligious  minorities  by  majority  faiths. 

Among  recommendations  in  the  report 
were: 

•School  officials  should  invite  “reli¬ 
gious  professionals  and  other  community 
leaders”  to  contribute  to  discussions 
about  religion  in  the  curriculum. 

•Textbook  selection  committees  at 
the  local  and  state  levels  should  “require 
such  treatment  of  religion  in  all  curricu¬ 
lar  materials.” 

•  Publishers  should  revise  textbooks 
to  provide  for  adequate  treatment  of  re¬ 
ligion. 

•  Scholars  and  educators  should  join  in 
a  “major  research  and  development  ef¬ 
fort"  to  develop  new  supplementary 
study  materials  on  religion. 

•  State  departments  of  education 
should  foster  public  support  for  teaching 
about  religion. 

The  Washington-based  curriculum  as¬ 
sociation,  the  nation’s  largest  organiza¬ 
tion  of  public  education  leaders,  says  it 
will  send  the  report  to  all  of  its  members 
as  well  as  to  textbook  publishers,  school 
boards  and  government  agencies. 


Congress  of  the  Deaf  approves 
request  for  new  task  force 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (UMNS)— Creation 
of  a  churchwide  task  force  to  coordinate 
ministries  with  the  hearing-impaired 
was  called  for  July  21  here  by  the  United 
Methodist  Congress  of  the  Deaf. 

The  request  for  action  by  the  1988 
General  Conference  was  approved  unani¬ 
mously  during  the  biennial  session  of  the 
congress. 

About  100  persons  from  across  the  na¬ 
tion  attended  the  four-day  meeting. 

Congress  participants  also  supported 
recommendations  for  the  development 
of  ministries  with  persons  who  are  deaf 
being  sent  to  General  Conference  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 

Pennsylvania  pastor  chosen 
to  head  UM  youth  ministries 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)— A  Penn¬ 
sylvania  pastor  has  joined  the  staff  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  as  di¬ 
rector  of  development  of  youth  minis¬ 
tries.  The  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Salsgiver, 
formerly  pastor  of  Wellsboro  (Pa.)  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  came  to  the 
board’s  Section  on  Ministry  of  the  Laity 
July  15. 

In  his  new  position  he  is  responsible 
for  developing  resources,  training,  and 
special  projects  for  ministries  with 
youth.  As  a  clergy  member  of  the  United 
Methodism’s  Central  Pennsylvania  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  Dr.  Salsgiver  served  on 
the  commission  on  religion  and  race,  the 
committee  on  the  missional  priority  and 
division  on  worship. 

Drew  professor  ordered 
to  stop  digging  in  Caesarea 

CAESAREA,  Israel  (UMNS)-Paul 
Hardin,  president  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Drew  University  in  Madison, 
N.J.,  has  instructed  a  Drew  archeology 
professor  to  cease  digging  in  one  area  of 
Caesarea  in  the  wake  of  an  international 
protest  by  Orthodox  Jews  who  say  the 
site  is  an  ancient  burial  ground. 

Responding  to  news  reports  of  angry 
protests  by  Orthodox  Jews  against  the 
archeological  team,  Dr.  Hardin  sent  a 
telegram  to  Robert  J.  Bull,  telling  him  to 
withdraw  immediately  from  the  site,  25 
miles  north  of  Tel  Aviv.  The  eight-week 
expedition,  with  two  weeks  left,  came 
under  fire  by  Orthodox  Jews  when  15 
bone  fragments  were  found. 

Both  traditional  religious  and  Israeli 


DOUGLAS,  Wyo.— United  Methodist  minister  John  K.  Laughlin  (center)  and  Dr.  Robert  L.  Simonds,  founder 
of  the  Citizens  for  Excellence  in  Education  (at  right),  prepare  to  square  off  for  a  debate  over  CEE’s  purposes  in 
organizing  a  local  chapter  to  monitor  school  programs  and  policies.  The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Swinea,  rector  of 
Christ  Episcopal  Church  and  president  of  the  Douglas  Clergy  Association,  introduced  the  two  men  to  a  crowd 
of  more  than  1,000  in  the  Douglas  High  School  gymnasium. 

Pastor  leads  community  resistance 
to  forming  ‘education  reform’  group 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

A  United  Methodist  minister  in 
Douglas,  Wyo.,  recently  led  communi¬ 
ty  resistance  to  an  organization  he 
and  others  contend  is  trying  to  impose 
fundamentalist  sectarian  beliefs  on 
public-school  policy. 

“Now  our  community  is  aware  of 
what  it  means  to  say  ‘no’  to  extremist 
behavior  by  religious  groups,”  said 
the  Rev.  Jon  K.  Laughlin,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Laughlin,  39,  emerged  as  prin¬ 
cipal  spokesman  for  clergy  and  edu¬ 
cators  who  opposed  efforts  of  Citizens 
for  Excellence  in  Education  of  Costa 
Mesa,  Calif.,  to  create  a  chapter  in 
Douglas. 

He  told  the  Reporter  that  the  edu¬ 
cation  group’s  founder,  Dr.  Robert  L. 
Simonds,  labeled  Douglas  (pop.  2,677) 
as  the  first  U.S.  community  “to  stand 
up  to  CEE.” 

‘Ills’  of  education  alleged 

The  education  group's  campaign  to 
establish  a  local  chapter  of  parents 
dedicated  to  returning  “faith,  excel¬ 
lence  and  the  Christian  ethic”  to  pub¬ 
lic  schools  was  kicked  off  with  a 
banquet  that  featured  Dr.  Simonds 
speaking  on  the  ills  of  the  modern 
school  curriculum. 

Mr.  Laughlin,  who  attended  that 
banquet,  said  that  Dr.  Simonds 
“talked  about  a  school  (system)  that  I 
am  not  familiar  with. 

“It’s  about  time  somebody  in  this 
country  said  enough  is  enough— no 
more  CEE,  no  more  scare  tactics,  no 
more  emotional  hysteria.” 

Shortly  afterward,  about  150  peo¬ 


ple,  including  an  estimated  40 
Douglas  teachers,  crowded  into  the 
community  room  of  the  Converse 
County  Courthouse  for  an  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting  of  Dr.  Simonds’  group. 
The  meeting  was  reportedly  punctu¬ 
ated  by  sharp  questioning  and  heated 
exchanges. 

The  Douglas  "Budget”  said  several 
residents  charged  that  the  group’s 
main  goal  was  to  take  control  of  the 
local  school  district  to  promote  its 
own  understanding  of  Christianity. 

“If  CEE  was  concerned  about  the 
quality  of  education  in  Douglas,  sev¬ 
eral  members  in  the  audience  said, 
there  were  organizations  already  in 
place  in  the  community,  like  the 
Douglas  Parent  Teacher  Organiza¬ 
tion,  where  their  concerns  could  be 
addressed,”  the  newspaper  reported. 

‘No  need  to  . . .  recover  it’ 

Mr.  Laughlin  and  Dr.  Simonds 
eventually  squared  off  before  a  1,000- 
plus  crowd  in  the  high  school  gymna¬ 
sium  to  debate  issues  raised  following 
the  group’s  organizational  attempts. 

“I  personally  don’t  think  CEE  is 
needed  in  Douglas,  Wyo.,”  Mr.  Laugh¬ 
lin  said  during  the  debate.  “We  have 
an  education  system  that  has  not  lost 
its  academic  excellence,,  and  there’s 
no  need  to  try  to  go  recover  it.” 

Dr.  Simonds,  in  his  part  of  the  de¬ 
bate,  acknowledged  that  Douglas 
ranked  among  the  nation’s  top  school 
systems  but  said  that  wasn’t  the  issue. 

At  issue,  Dr.  Simonds  said,  was  “a 
radical,  left-wing,  outside  group— the 
National  Education  Association— that 
was  “literally  in  charge  of  all  educa¬ 
tion  in  state  and  nation.” 


“They’re  the  problem  in  Douglas 
more  than  you  can  realize,”  Dr.  Si¬ 
monds  said,  drawing  snickers  from 
some  in  the  huge  crowd.  "You  may 
laugh,  but  you  will  find  out  I’m  right.” 

He  said  a  second  issue  is  the  right 
of  parents  to  assemble  and  exercise 
free-speech  rights  to  assure  educa¬ 
tional  excellence  in  public  schools.  He 
charged  that  “mob  tactics”  had  been 
used  to  disrupt  his  group’s  attempt  to 
organize  a  Douglas  chapter. 

He  said  some  issues  in  public-school 
education  are  curriculum  content; 
textbook  evaluation  for  pornography 
and  foul  language;  inaccuracies  in  his¬ 
tory  texts;  sex  education  courses  that 
encourage  teenage  sex;  courses  that 
encourage  abortions;  and  teaching 
evolution  as  a  scientific  fact. 

‘Emotional  hysteria' 

Mr.  Laughlin  said  some  of  Dr.  Si¬ 
monds’  arguments  were  “emotional 
hysteria”  designed  to  try  to  win  over 
an  otherwise  unsympathetic  crowd. 

“CEE  has  every  right  to  form  in 
Douglas,”  Mr.  Laughlin  said.  “They 
have  every  right  to  be  a  group  and 
they  have  every  right  to  meet.” 

But  he  added  that  they  should  ex¬ 
pect  other  people  to  show  up  if  they 
choose  to  meet  in  public  buildings. 

Mr.  Laughlin  has  since  been  called 
on  by  residents  of  Laramie,  Wyo.,  to 
explain  techniques  used  in  resisting 
the  education  group’s  efforts  to  orga¬ 
nize  a  chapter  in  Douglas. 

The  Laramie  citizens  were  report¬ 
edly  angered  by  an  attempt  by  anoth¬ 
er  group  described  as  Christian 
fundamentalists  to  censor  school  ma¬ 
terials  in  their  city. 


the  church  today 


civil  law  prohibit  disturbance  of  Jewish 
burial  grounds,  explained  Ken  Cole, 
spokesman  for  Drew  University.  The  dig 
in  Caesarea  is  a  16-year-old  project  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Dr.  Bull,  and  in¬ 
volves  a  consortium  of  22  schools 
including  Drew. 

Organization  formed  in  response 
to  bishops’  Pastoral  Letter 

WASHINGTON  (UMR)— Some  United 
Methodists  in  the  nation’s  capitol  have 
formed  an  organization  in  response  to 
the  United  Methodist  Bishops’  pastoral 
letter,  “In  Defense  of  Creation.” 

The  Methodists  United  for  Peace  with 
Justice  was  created  to  strengthen  nation¬ 
al  efforts  of  United  Methodists  in  learn¬ 
ing  peace  and  justice  methods  and 
principles. 

The  goal  of  the  group  is  to  support  and 
further  the  work  of  the  bishops  and  the 
national  UM  boards  by  providing  a  net¬ 
work  for  United  Methodists  interested  in 
pursuing  a  more  faithful  witness  to 
Christ’s  peace  and  the  teaching  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble. 

For  more  information,  write  Method¬ 
ists  United  for  Peace  with  Justice,  c/o 
Capitol  Hill  UMC,  421  Seward  Square  SE, 
Washington,  D.C.  20003. 

4  UM  ministers  receive 
$10,000  Dempster  Fellowships 

NASHVILLE— Four  UM  ministers 
have  received  $10,000  Dempster  Gradu¬ 
ate  Fellowships  from  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  for  the 
1987-88  academic  year. 

Winners  of  the  fellowship,  among  the 
largest  offered  by  any  Protestant  de¬ 
nomination,  are: 

The  Rev.  Craig  Hill,  a  doctoral  candi¬ 
date  at  Oxford  University  (member,  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Annual  Conference). 

The  Rev.  Alice  G.  Knotts,  a  doctoral 
candidate  at  Iliff  School  of  Theology 
(member,  Oregon-Idano  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

The  Rev.  Robert  Peiffer,  a  doctoral 
student  at  the  University  of  Notre  Dame 
(member,  Central  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference). 

The  Rev.  Kendall  Soulen,  a  doctoral 
candiate  at  Yale  University  (member, 
Virginia  Annual  Conference). 

The  fellowship,  named  for  19th-centu¬ 
ry  Methodist  preacher  John  Dempster,  is 
awarded  to  graduate  students  who  plan 


to  teach  religious  subjects  in  seminaries 
or  colleges. 

South  Dakota  church  will  listen 
to  Hiroshima  peace  ceremony 

United  Methodists  in  Vermillion,  S.D., 
will  be  listening  Aug.  5  via  long-distance 
telephone  to  ceremonies  in  Hiroshima, 
Japan,  that  commemorate  the  42nd  anni¬ 
versary  of  “the  day  the  bomb  fell”  on 
that  city. 

The  church  will  be  part  of  a  nation¬ 
wide  conference  call  that  will  feature 
the  tolling  of  the  Hiroshima  Peace  Bell. 
Japanese  speakers  will  be  translated 
into  English. 

Former  Vermillion  UMC  members  Vi¬ 
olet  and  Orlando  Goering,  just  back  from 
spending  2-1/2  years  with  a  Mennonite 
Central  Committee  volunteer  project  in 
Hiroshima,  will  describe  the  ceremonies 
to  the  congregation. 

“Part  of  the  Goerings’  assignment  in 
Japan  was  to  be  host  and  hostess  at  the 
Peace  Bell  visitor  center,”  explained  the 
Rev.  Cal  Peterson,  pastor  of  Vermillion 
UMC. 

Veteran  local  pastor  to  head 
UM  Border  Ministry,  Inc. 

MISSION,  Texas  (UMR)— After  a  na¬ 
tionwide  search,  United  Methodist  Bor¬ 
der  Ministry,  Inc.  board  members  have 
selected  a  veteran  local  pastor  as  the 
new  organization’s  director. 


By  SUSAN  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

Staff  and  top  talent  of  the  general  UM 
communications  agency  are  carrying  out 
two  extensive  churchwide  campaigns  in 
an  effort  to  raise  $200,000  by  July  31. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
leaders  said  that’s  the  amount  they  need 
pledged  or  in  hand  so  they  can  sign  a 
contract  to  put  the  weekly  "Catch  the 
Spirit"  back  on  the  Christian  Broadcast¬ 
ing  Network  starting  this  fall.  Lack  of 
funds  caused  removal  of  the  show  from 
CBN  earlier  this  summer. 

Each  of  the  denomination’s  530  district 
superintendents  was  being  asked  by  long 
distance  call  to  raise  $1,500  within  his  or 
her  district  to  support  the  weekly  TV 


The  Rev.  Jose  A.  Galindo,  55,  pastor  of 
El  Mesias  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Mission  for  the  past  10  years  and  a  for¬ 
mer  district  superintendent  in  the  Rio 
Grande  Annual  Conference,  will  head  the 
regional  ministry. 

The  new  agency  will  help  churches 
create  programs  to  start  new  congrega¬ 
tions,  feed  the  hungry,  rehabilitate  sub¬ 
standard  housing,  and  help  refugees,  she 
said.  The  director  also  will  help  coordi¬ 
nate  local-church  ministries  with  public 
and  private  agencies  and  raise  funds. 

Described  as  a  “homegrown  effort, 
owned  by  local  churches,  identifying  lo¬ 
cal  problems,”  UM  Border  Ministry,  Inc. 
cuts  across  two  annual  conferences— the 
predominantly  Anglo  Southwest  Texas 
conference  and  the  Spanish-speaking  Rio 
Grande  conference. 

UM  laywoman  honored  for 
affirmative  action  practices 

BOSTON  (UMR)— Dr.  Marge  Engel- 
man,  a  United  Methodist  laywoman,  re¬ 
ceived  the  1987  Equal  Opportunity/Affir¬ 
mative  action  Exemplary  Practices 
Award  given  by  the  American  Society  of 
Public  Administration  at  its  national 
convention. 

Dr.  Engleman  is  director  of  the  Equal 
Opportunity  Office  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  extension  in  Madison.  Previ¬ 
ously  she  directed  the  Office  of  Outreach 
at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  Green 
Bay. 


show  via  World  Service  Special  Gifts. 

The  Nashville-based  agency  also  sent 
telegrams  to  each  annual  conference 
seeking  continued  support  of  the  pro¬ 
gram.  The  telegrams  announced  that 
three  prime-time  specials  will  be  offered 
Oct.  10,  Nov.  14  and  Dec.  12  on  CBN— 
one  each  from  China  and  Africa  and  a 
third  from  a  site  to  be  selected.  The 
prime-time  specials  are  in  addition  to 
the  hoped-for  resumption  of  weekly  time 
on  CBN. 

"Catch  the  Spirit”  continues  on  four 
smaller  cable  networks— Black  Enter¬ 
tainment  Network,  Catholic  Telecom¬ 
munications  Network,  Alternate  View 
Network  and  the  Southern  Baptists’ 
American  Christian  Television  System. 


UMC’s  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’  TV  show 
seeks  hinds  to  get  back  on  network 
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Centenary  College  Choir  Completes  World  Tour 


o  i/i  The  Centenary 

College  Choir  made 
^  _»  a  musical  circum- 

c r»  a  navigation  of  the 

^  earth,  singing  their 

way  across  the 
world. 

They  called  it 
c.  their  “Round-the- 

World  Tour”  as 
rC  they  chased  the  sun 

c  westward  through 

^  Japan,  Hong  Kong, 

China,  Thailand,  In¬ 
dia  and  England 
during  most  of  June,  before  touching 
down  again  in  good,  old,  miss-you-dearly 
United  States  of  America. 

One  director,  56  singers,  one  lucky-as- 
she-could-be  high  school  violin  accom¬ 
panist  and  39  “Friends  of  the  Choir”  all 
returned  with  a  greater  appreciation  of 
the  advantages  of  home. 

DATELINE  TOKYO:  No  singing  here. 
Dr.  Will  K.  Andress,  the  choir’s  director 
and  trip  organizer,  had  wisely  put  Tokyo 
on  the  tour  as  a  jet  lag  recovery  point, 
but  also  to  briefly  introduce  the  group  to 
the  country  which  affects  Americans  in 
so  many  ways.  Dr.  Andress  is  also  the 
minister  of  music  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

Luckily,  the  hotel  was  a  few  blocks 


from  the  Tokyo  Tower,  Tokyo’s  answer 
to  Paris’  Eiffel.  From  the  observation 
room  high  above  the  city,  several  Choir 
members  quietly  watched  as  night  fell 
on  one  of  the  most  vibrant  cities  in  the 
world,  a  city  which  more  than  one 
thoughtful  observer  noted  was  so  in¬ 
tense,  it  was  becoming  self-destructive. 
Other  members  chose  to  check  out  the 
local  Hard  Rock  Cafe,  Japan’s  mecca  for 
American  rock-and-roll. 

DATELINE  GUANGZHOU  (CAN¬ 
TON):  There  were  two  Choir  members, 
Libby  Rogers  of  Baton  Rouge  and  Chris 
Blount  of  Ruston,  who  were  veterans  of 
the  memorable  1983  Centenary  Choir 
tour  of  the  People’s  Republic  of  China. 
The  recent  graduates  were  amazed  to 
find  themselves  returning  to  a  country 
most  travelers  would  feel  lucky  to  visit 
but  once. 

For  Blount,  each  of  the  two  dawns  in 
China  shared  with  the  early  risers  in  the 
park  near  the  hotel  was  a  trip  highlight. 
Here,  as  is  typical  in  most  Chinese  cities, 
men  and  women,  individually  or  in 
groups,  slowly  “danced”  their  ritualistic 
morning  exercises  of  mind  and  body 
called  taijiquan,  while  the  caged  pet 
birds  of  elderly  men  competed  in  song. 

The  evening  of  the  Choir’s  concert, 
there  was  no  competition.  At  the  huge 
Zuongshan  University,  3,000  Chinese  stu¬ 


SINGING  THEIR  HEARTS  OUT  —  These  Centenary  College  Choir  members  are 
pictured  during  their  concert  at  Zuongshan  University  in  China,  where  they  sang  for 
3,000  Chinese  students. 


dents  crowded  quickly  into  the  concert 
hall  to  hear  their  American  counterparts 
sing.  Hundreds  more  gathered  outside 
the  open  windows  to  hear  the  American- 
composed  choral  arrangements. 

The  Centenary  College  Choir  is  not 
used  to  signing  autographs  on  programs, 
but  after  this  concert,  soloists  Dawn 
Dudt  of  Pittsburgh  and  Jack  Parker  of 
Vivian  were  among  those  eager  to 
oblige.  The  smiling  Chinese  faces  and 
their  courageous  attempts  at  friendly 
conversations  in  English  did  much  to 
obliterate  any  American  fears  of  being 
in  the  often  misunderstood,  fast-chang¬ 
ing,  communist  country. 

DATELINE  HONG  KONG:  The 
world’s  biggest  shopping  center.  Capital¬ 
ism  at  its  finest  and  worst.  The  trading 
center  of  the  Orient. 

“I’ve  been  shopping  for  seven  hours 
and  haven’t  bought  a  thing,”  laughed 
Heather  Baldwin  of  Pineville,  "I  hate 
myself!”  Others  jumped  into  the  game  of 
bargaining  down  the  merchants  and 
dealing  out  their  plastic  cards  for  cus¬ 
tom-made  clothes,  watches  and  other 
buyables. 

That  night,  the  Choir,  in  tuxedos  and 
evening  gowns,  were  bused  to  a  month- 
old,  magnificent  concert  hall  in  one  of 
Hong  Kong’s  suburbs,  and  played  to 
about  600  appreciative  paying  custom¬ 
ers. 

The  following  Sunday,  just  before 
moving  on  to  Thailand,  the  group  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  morning  worship  service  of 
Ward  Memorial  Methodist  Church.  Dr. 
Andress  has  a  special  relationship  with 
this  church,  this  being  his  third  time  to 
bring  a  choir  to  one  of  its  services.  Dr. 
Donald  Webb,  president  of  Centenary 
College,  presented  a  sermon  on  the 
Lord’s  Prayer  with  Chinese  translations 
after  each  sentence.  Following  the 
Choir’s  singing  of  several  sacred  ar¬ 
rangements,  the  whole  congregation, 
American  visitors  and  Chinese  church 
members,  sang  one  last  hymn  each  in 
their  own  language,  creating  a  bilingual 
harmony. 

DATELINE  BANGKOK:  “One  night  in 
Bangkok  and  the  world’s  your  oyster ...” 

The  Choir  enjoyed  Bangkok  for  four 
nights  and  if  given  the  choice,  would  re¬ 
turn  tomorrow.  The  beauty  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  its  relaxed  and  friendly  populace 
and  the  open-armed  welcome  by  the  city 
and  the  Choir’s  elegant  hosts  won  over 
the  entire  group. 

Pleasantry  turned  briefly  to  pre-con¬ 


cert  jitters  as  the  Choir  prepared  for 
their  most  important  performance  of  the 
tour  on  their  second  evening  in  Bangkok. 
The  city’s  elite  had  turned  out  at  the  ho¬ 
tel’s  large  hall  to  take  part  in  a  glitter- 
ingly  sumptuous  banquet,  the  proceeds 
of  which  went  to  benefit  an  irrigation 
project  in  northern  Thailand.  The  Choir 
was  the  featured  entertainment  for  the 
evening. 

Not  to  worry.  The  Choir  turned  its  ner¬ 
vous  energy  into  power  and  charm  dur¬ 
ing  an  outstanding  concert.  The  singers 
even  paraded  out  two  newly-learned 
compositions  by  the  revered  king  of 
Thailand,  who  unfortunately  could  not 
attend  due  to  a  death  in  the  family.  As  an 
encore,  Centenary  voice  major  Joanna 
Hill  of  Del  City,  Oklahoma  brought  the 
house  down  after  belting  out  the  King’s 
“Hungry  Man  Blues”  like  she  was  per¬ 
forming  in  a  smoke-filled  New  Orleans 
blues  bar. 

After  several  eventful  days  which  in¬ 
cluded  a  long-tailed  boat  tour  of  the  fam¬ 
ous  rural  floating  market,  a  snake  circus 
(don’t  ask),  a  tour  of  the  Grand  Palace 
grounds,  another  concert  for  the  public 
and  jewelry  bargain  hunting,  the  group 
was  treated  to  a  farewell  banquet  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Thai  Officers’  Wives  Club, 
headed  by  the  wife  of  the  Army  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

DATELINE  NEW  DELHI:  They  had 
been  warned:  Don’t  go  to  India  in  June! 
The  tour  group  now  passes  this  warning 
on  to  others  who  may  not  like  heat  and 
dust. 

New  Delhi  will  also  be  remembered  as 
the  site  of  the  Incredible  Shrinking  Choir 
concert. 

The  air-conditioned  auditorium  was 
too  small  to  hold  the  crowd  at  the  India 
International  Center,  so  the  concert  was 
held  in  a  courtyard  outside.  The  sun  was 
setting,  but  the  temperature  still  hov¬ 
ered  in  the  humid  upper  nineties. 

The  Choir,  dressed  to  the  hilt,  began 
their  first  number  to  the  600  (hundreds 
more  than  expected)  audience  members 
sitting  and  standing  about  the  manicured 
lawn. 

The  next  day,  the  group  boarded  the 
three  buses  for  the  city  of  Agra,  site  of 
the  Taj  Mahal.  Trouble  was,  only  two  of 
the  buses  were  air-conditioned  in  the 
five-hour  trek  through  the  110  degree 
dust-laden  heatwaves. 

The  Taj  Mahal.  One  of  the  seven  man¬ 
made  wonders  of  the  world.  The  “monu¬ 
ment  of  love.”  Both  in  the  sweltering 


heat  of  the  afternoon  and  the  next  day  at 
dawn,  the  poetic  architectural  wonder 
inspired  awe  and  respect  from  all. 

DATELINE  LONDON:  The  English 
language  with  recognizable  accents.  Safe 
drinking  water.  The  Theater.  The  origi¬ 
nal  Hard  Rock  Cafe  with  delicious, 
cooked-to-order  hamburgers,  fries  and  a 
shake  and  uose  ever  collectible  t-shirts. 
No  stares  or  desperate  trinket  peddlers. 
The  land  of  American  roots  reminded  ev¬ 
eryone  of  the  proximity  to  home  and 
cheered  up  the  group  after  the  exhaust¬ 
ing  flight  over  Russia  which  had  left  In¬ 
dira  Gandhi  Airport  at  3:30  a.m. 

At  Westminster  Abbey,  site  of  all  Brit¬ 
ish  coronations,  the  Choir  gathered 
around  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier 
and  performed  “Tenabrae  Factae  Sunt” 
and  “Oh  King,  All  Glorious."  Tourists 
from  the  world  over  quieted  respectful¬ 


ly,  to  hear  the  unexpected  reverential 
performance. 

The  next  evening,  the  Choir  performed 
their  last  concert  of  the  season  at  Lon¬ 
don’s  Royal  Festival  Hall.  It  turned  out 
to  be  an  informal  warm-up  concert  in 
the  dining  area  underneath  the  Hall,  but 
the  Choir  performed  it  with  the  energy 
and  style  they  had  brought  to  each  of  the 
80-some-odd  concerts  of  one  of  their 
most  strenuous  seasons. 

The  last  number  of  the  season,  though, 
was  performed  in  the  central  section  of 
the  jet  plane  headed  for  home  as  it 
passed  over  the  American-Canadian  bor¬ 
der.  "God  Bless  America”  was  sung  with 
enough  feeling  to  bring  tears  to  the  eyes 
of  not  just  a  flight  attendant  and  a  few 
passengers,  but  to  the  eyes  of  several 
members  of  the  Centenary  College 
Choir. 


PUTTING  THEIR  BEST  VOICES  FORWARD  —  Pictured  are  members  of  the 
Centenary  College  Choir  and  their  director  Dr.  Will  Andress,  performing  at  West¬ 
minster  Abbey. 
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UMM  Establish  Scholarship 


The  Conference  United  Methodist  Men 
established  ‘‘The  Louisiana  Bishops 
Scholarship  Trust  Fund”  and  then  voted 
$1,000  in  memory  of  Bishop  Walter  Un¬ 
derwood.  This  was  accomplished  by  ap¬ 
proving  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Committee  during  the  business  session  at 
the  annual  retreat  held  in  Pineville. 

In  addition  the  men  wholeheartedly 
voted  to  establish  the  “Layman  of  the 
Year”  award  in  honor  of  Charles  Good- 
game,  principal  director  of  the  annual 
retreat  for  the  past  13  years.  Mr.  Good- 
game  has  spent  many  hours  planning 
programs,  obtaining  speakers  and  teach¬ 
ers  for  the  retreats,  as  well  as  contract¬ 
ing  with  Louisiana  College  in  Pineville 
for  housing  and  meals.  The  award,  to  be 
called  the  Charles  Goodgame  Award, 
will  remain  at  Pineville  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  home  church  of 
Charles  Goodgame.  As  the  award  is  vot¬ 
ed  by  the  Executive  Committee  in  the  fu¬ 
ture,  the  honoree’s  name  and  home 
church  will  be  engraved. 

In  memory  of  Mr.  Sam  Poplus  of  New 
Orleans,  the  men  stood  in  silent  prayer 
in  a  service  led  by  Bob  Sides  of  La¬ 
fayette.  In  addition,  the  men  voted  a  gift 


to  the  Bishops  Scholarship  Fund  in  mem¬ 
ory  of  Mr.  Poplus.  He  was  the  first  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  UMM. 

Elected  to  office  for  the  1987-88  year 
was  Ofney  Ellis  of  Winbourne  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  as  president;  Bill  Harris  of 
Live  Oak  Church,  first  vice  president; 
Irving  Abraham  of  Warren  UMC  in  Lake 
Charles  as  second  vice  president ;  Charles 
Goodgame  of  Pineville  UMC  as  secre¬ 
tary  and  Ron  Sarver  of  Asbury  UMC  in 
Lafayette  as  treasurer. 

Dr.  Jack  Gray,  UMC  Certified  Evange¬ 
list  from  Texas,  led  the  men  in  daily 
messages  and  John  Moore  of  First  UMC 
of  Lafayette  served  as  pianist.  Rev.  Ken 
Fisher  of  St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
led  the  singing  and  presented  several  so¬ 
los.  Earl  Taylor,  a  popular  singer  from 
Baton  Rouge,  was  in  charge  of  the  music 
for  the  Sunday  worship  services. 

Bob  Sides,  program  director  for  the 
1988  retreat,  announced  that  John  Moore 
and  Earl  Taylor  will  return  for  next 
year’s  retreat.  A  new  program  format 
will  be  developed  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  at  their  meeting  on  August  8th. 

Mr.  Sides  also  an  ^nced  the  objective 
for  next  year's  retreat  will  be  “Everyone 
Bring  One." 


The  Christian  faith  says  that  if  we  look  at  our  lives  in  their  deepest  di¬ 
mension,  and  look  at  the  world  about  us,  we  will  realize  that  in  many  ways 
we  are  quite  helpless  by  ourselves  . . . 

We  all  need  help. 

I  was  reminded  of  this  the  other  day  when  I  read  a  letter  which  appeared 
in  the  Manchester  Guardian  in  England.  It  was  written  by  a  bricklayer  who 
was  applying  for  Workmen’s  Compensation.  It  went  like  this: 

“Sir: 

“When  I  got  to  the  building  I  found  that  the  storm  had  knocked  some 
bricks  off  the  top,  so  I  rigged  up  a  beam  with  a  pulley  at  the  top  of  the  build¬ 
ing  and  hoisted  up  a  couple  of  barrels  full  of  bricks.  When  I  had  fixed  the 
building,  there  was  a  lot  of  brick  left  over.  I  hoisted  the  barrel  back  up 
again  and  secured  the  line  at  the  bottom  and  then  went  up  and  filled  the  bar¬ 
rel  with  the  extra  bricks.  Then  I  went  to  the  bottom  and  cast  off  the  line. 

“Unfortunately,  the  barrel  of  bricks  was  heavier  than  I  was,  and  before  I 
knew  what  was  happening  the  barrel  started  down,  jerking  me  off  the 
ground.  I  decided  to  hang  on  and  half-way  up  I  met  the  barrel  coming  down 
and  received  a  severe  blow  on  the  shoulder.  I  then  continued  to  the  top  bang¬ 
ing  my  head  against  the  beam  and  getting  my  fingers  jammed  in  the  pulley. 

“When  the  barrel  hit  the  ground,  it  burst  its  bottom,  allowing  the  bricks  to 
spill  out.  I  was  now  heavier  than  the  empty  barrel  and  so  started  down 
again  at  high  speed.  Half-way  down  I  met  the  barrel  coming  up  and  re¬ 
ceived  severe  injuries  to  my  shins.  When  I  hit  the  ground,  I  landed  on  the 
bricks,  getting  several  painful  cuts  from  the  sharp  edges. 

“At  this  point,  I  must  have  lost  my  presence  of  mind  because  I  let  go  of 
the  line,  and  the  barrel  then  came  down  giving  me  another  heavy  blow  on 
the  head  and  putting  me  in  the  hospital!” 

We  all  need  help!  . - 


Ari  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reportet 


Day’s  UMC  Celebrate  Their  150th  Anniversary  on  Historic  location 


Day’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Liver¬ 
pool,  La.,  plans  four  special  services 
commemorating  the  150th  anniversary 
of  the  donation  of  its  site  to  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Dr.  Lonnie  Sibley  will  hold  a 
revival  August  12-13  at  7  p.m.  On  Friday, 
August  14,  also  at  7  p.m.,  the  Rev.  Homer 
Bailes  of  Roanoke,  La.  and  his  singing 
group,  will  provide  a  special  musical 
service  followed  by  a  reception  in  the 
church  parlors. 


Sunday,  August  16,  at  11  a.m.,  a  spe¬ 
cial  service  of  commemoration  will  be 
conducted  and  hosted  by  Rev.  Rand  Guy, 
pastor.  Speakers  will  include  the  Rever¬ 
ends  Don  Hall,  Boyd  Hood  and  Jerome 
Cain.  An  old  fashioned  dinner  on  the 
grounds  will  follow. 

Day’s  Church  has  been  designated  an 
historic  site  by  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  William  and  Dicy  Cross  Day  donat¬ 
ed  two  acres  of  land  known  as  Day’s 


Campground  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  August  of  1837.  They  had  set¬ 
tled  about  1803  on  a  Spanish  land  grant 
in  St.  Helena  Parish.  In  1837,  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Conference,  to  which  the  area  be¬ 
longed,  was  making  an  effort  to  have  the 
church  lands  deeded  to  our  Conference. 
Enoch  Talley,  one  of  the  witnesses  to  the 
deed,  was  the  minister  of  the  Greensburg 
circuit  which  included  Day’s  Church.  The 
Rev.  William  Venables,  a  famous  local 


preacher  who  came  to  Louisiana  in  the 
company  of  Lorenzo  Dow,  was  one  of  the 
trustees  accepting  the  land. 

Campgrounds  were  popular  in  early 
Methodism.  People  came  from  through¬ 
out  the  sparsely  settled  Florida  parishes 
by  wagon  to  worship.  Late  July  and  Au¬ 
gust  were  popular  times  in  the  early 
1800's  for  camp  meetings  since  crops 
were  laid  by  and  rains  were  less  likely. 


On  CJhe  Way  . . . 


A  PATRIOTIC  TRIBUTE  —  After  many  long,  hard  hours  of  practice,  members  of 
the  Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  in  Jefferson  performed  the  musical  “Singing 
the  Red,  White  and  Blue.”  Shown  in  their  costumes  for  the  grand  finale,  the  cast 
sang  "How  Many  Kinds  of  People  Does  it  take  to  Make  a  Nation  Great?”  The  pastor 
at  Jefferson  UMC  is  Rev.  Cleveland  B.  Herr  Jr. 


Around  the  Conference 


BREAKING  GROUND  FOR  A 
spade  of  dirt  at  First  UMC  in 
Trustees.  Also  participating  were,  I 


SANCTUARY  —  Shown  turning  the  first 
is  Turner  Almond,  Chairperson  Board  of 
I  to  r,  Mrs.  Tracie  Campbell,  Worship  Chairper¬ 
son;  Mike  Waller,  Building  Committee  Chairperson;  Marcus  Wren,  Administrative 
Chairperson,  Victor  Sullivan,  Youth  Representative;  Rev.  Kurt  Oheim,  associate 
pastor;  and  Rev.  Bob  Burgess,  pastor.  The  projected  completion  date  for  the  sanctuary 
is  mid  1988. 


ENJOYING  FAMILY  ROUNDUP  EVENINGS  —  Approximately  200  persons 
came  each  Wednesday  evening  for  six  weeks  to  First  UMC,  Pineville,  for  a  new  ex¬ 
perience  where  the  participants  were  able  to  choose  from  nine  different  study  groups 
to  attend,  following  a  meal  and  a  brief  worship  time  together.  The  program  will  re¬ 
sume  in  the  fall.  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles  is  the  minister. 


Death 

Mrs.  Alva  Bernice  Day,  wife  of  the  at  First  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  on 
late  Rev.  Ernest  Wyman  Day,  died  Wednesday,  July  22, 1987. 
on  July  19,  1987.  Services  were  held 
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Editorial 


Spirituality  should  pass  fruits  test 


An  Anglican  author  noted  for  his  writ¬ 
ings  on  Christian  spirituality  recently  of¬ 
fered  some  wise  words  of  caution. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Leech  said  that 
one’s  focus  on  inner  spiritual  growth 
should  not  be  used  to  escape  the  “sordid 
reality  of  politics.” 

Speaking  at  a  week-long  spirituality 
institute  at  a  New  York  seminary,  Fa¬ 
ther  Leech  said  it  is  a  "false  assumption" 
that  internal  factors  are  the  only  ones  in¬ 
volved  in  shaping  one’s  spiritual  life. 

“Christian  discipleship  and  Christian 
prayer  occur  within  and  are  shaped  and 
modified,  and  sometimes  crushed  and 
defeated,  by  a  specific  social  and  politi¬ 
cal  environment,”  Father  Leech  said. 

He  added:  “We  all  need  to  deepen  our 
inner  resources  but  with  the  sense  you 
are  part  of  the  solidarity,  the  human 
family,  the  body  of  Christ.  Spirituality  is 
not  your  private  relationship  with  God." 

That’s  a  pertinent  insight,  particularly 
during  a  time  of  growing  interest  in  spir¬ 
itual  matters.  As  Father  Leech  points 
out,  spirituality  is  a  "profitable,  market¬ 
able  product”  in  today’s  world. 

That’s  true  not  only  of  highly  credible 
efforts  such  as  his  books  on  traditional 
topics  of  prayer,  meditation  and  the  spir¬ 
itual  lives  of  Christian  mystics.  It’s  also 
true  of  more  questionable  and  less  tradi¬ 
tional  approaches  to  spirituality. 

One  example  of  the  latter  is  the  “Higher 
Self”  seminars  conducted  during  the  last 
seven  months  by  actress  Shirley  MacLaine 
for  sold-out  audiences  nationwide.  As 
described  in  a  recent  “Newsweek"  article, 
her  seminars  on  “spiritual  consciousness” 
appear  to  focus  primarily  on  “feel  good” 
self-enhancement. 

We  as  Christians  should  celebrate  the 
apparent  renewed  interest  in  spiritual 


matters.  Running  counter  to  the  largely 
secular  outlook  of  our  time,  that  interest 
suggests  many  are  discovering  what 
some  have  known  all  along:  that  life  lived 
without  a  spiritual  dimension  inevitably 
lacks  fulfilling  wholeness  and  meaning. 

However,  we  should  apply  the  same  test 
to  an  emphasis  on  spirituality  that  our 
Lord  says  we  should  apply  to  all  aspects  of 
life:  “By  their  fruits  you  shall  know  them.” 

An  emphasis  on  spirituality  that  leads 
people  into  a  preoccupation  with  self  and 
away  from  an  active  concern  for  the 
world  around  them  is  a  false  spirituality. 
At  best,  such  an  emphasis  deals  with  only 
the  first  half  of  the  Great  Commandment 
to  love  God  and  neighbor.  At  worst,  it  pro¬ 
motes  self-righteous  absorption  in  one’s 
own  life  to  the  exclusion  of  others. 

By  contrast,  prayer,  meditation  and  oth¬ 
er  forms  of  spiritual  discipline  that  pro¬ 
mote  a  relationship  with  God  and  lead  to 
increased  sensitivity  to  pthers  are  essen¬ 
tial  parts  of  an  authentically  Christian  life. 

As  countless  Christians  across  the  cen¬ 
turies  have  found,  the  "inward  journey" 
of  spirituality  must  be  accompanied  by 
an  “outward  journey”  of  involvement 
and  service— and  vice-versa— if  the  val¬ 
ue  and  integrity  of  both  journeys  are  to 
be  fully  realized. 

We  should  be  grateful  for  the  work  of 
the  Rev.  Kenneth  Leech  and  others  in 
our  time  who  are  reminding  us  of  that 
ancient  truth.  Their  promotion  of  disci¬ 
plined  spiritual  living  is  one  that  all  of  us 
could  profitably  take  to  heart. 

We  particularly  should  heed  Father 
Leech's  caution  against  letting  an  em¬ 
phasis  on  spirituality  do  the  opposite  of 
what  God  intends,  namely,  separate  us 
from  others  rather  than  draw  us  closer 
together  as  God’s  children. 


Here  I  Stand 

6 Moonies 9 :  nonChristian ,  dangerous  and  evil 


By  JACK  M.  COPAS 

A  short  while  ago  two  new  residents 
to  our  community  decided  to  attend  our 
church  worship  service.  Considering 
that  most  of  our  members  are  from  the 
West  Indies,  these  Japanese  visitors 
stood  out. 

We  did  all  we 
could  to  make  them 
feel  right  at  home. 

We  even  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time 
getting  to  know 
them  and  shared 
with  them  what  our 
congregation  was  Jac*  M.  Copas 
like.  They  received  us  so  well. 

It  was  a  very  pleasant  time  until  the 
woman  told  me  just  as  she  was  leaving 
as  a  sort  of  footnote  that  they  were 
members  of  the  Unification  Church!  My 
eyes  lit  up  and  all  I  could  mutter  out 
was  the  name  of  their  founder,  “Moon?” 
I  asked.  “Yes,”  they  said  happily. 

They  then  handed  me  two  fliers  from 
“CAUSA"— Confederation  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciations  for  the  Unification  of  the  Soci¬ 
eties  of  the  Americas— announcing  the 
signing  of  a  second  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence  to  preserve  our  freedoms 
against  the  evils  of  Communism. 

CAUSA  is  the  political  arm  of  the  re¬ 
ligious  cult  of  the  Unification  Church, 
also  known  as  “Moonies,”  after  its 
founder,  The  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon. 

Claims  to  be  Jesus 

Dr.  Moon  did  time  in  federal  prison 
for  tax-evasion.  He  was  involved  in  the 
Korean  CIA  scandal  of  the  ’70s  by  try¬ 
ing  to  influence  U.S.  officials  into  vot¬ 
ing  for  laws  more  favorable  to  Korea. 


He  now  has  a  vast  shipping  and  fish 
empire  and  he  bought  millions  worth  of 
real  estate  under  a  tax-exempt  status. 
Dr.  Moon  also  claims  to  be  Jesus. 

I  first  came  into  contact  with  mem¬ 
bers  from  the  Unification  Church  about 
10  years  ago  when  I  was  canvassed  to 
buy  some  flowers.  I  thought  then  that 
they  were  an  interesting  group.  I  read  a 
great  deal  on  Unification  teachings. 

But,  after  learning  of  some  of  their 
extremely  odd  beliefs  (for  example 
that  Satan  and  Eve  got  married,  or  that 
the  Messiah’s  second  coming  would  be 
from  Korea  in  1920— Moon’s  coinciden¬ 
tal  date  and  place  of  birth),  I  could  un¬ 
derstand  why  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  denied  them  mem¬ 
bership  as  a  Christian  denomination. 

Collaborated  with  dictators 

The  Unification  Church  has  always 
had  a  conservative  ideology  and  a  hard¬ 
line  political  philosophy.  In  1980  it 
founded  CAUSA  and  got  involved  in 
politics  in  a  big  way.  It  has  given  mon¬ 
ey  and  collaborated  with  some  of  the 
most  repressive  military  dictatorships 
in  the  world,  including  Chile,  Paraguay 
and  the  former  military  regimes  of  Bo¬ 
livia  and  Argentina. 

When  I  visited  Nicaragua  a  few 
years  ago,  I  saw  boxes  of  military 
hardware  captured  by  the  Sandinistas 
with  "CAUSA"  tee  shirts  riddled  with 
bullet  holes  and  drenched  in  blood. 
Since  1980  CAUSA  has  spent  millions  of 
dollars  lobbying  Congress  to  vote 
against  sanctions  in  South  Africa, 
against  peace  talks  with  Russia  and 
for  aid  to  repressive  governments  like 


Guatemala  and  for  aid  to  other  revolu¬ 
tionary  groups  like  the  Contras. 

In  1985  Dr.  Moon  began  a  special  push 
to  win  over  mainline  denominational 
ministers  at  a  reported  cost  of  about  $6 
million  dollars  (paid  for,  according  to 
ex-Moonie  leaders,  by  wealthy  Korean 
underworld  racketeers). 

I  remember  being  blitzed  for  about  a 
year  with  free  tapes  in  the  mail,  books 
and  pamphlets  handed  to  me  discussing 
Dr.  Moon’s  theology  and  world  views,  his 
politics,  and  why  we  should  invade  Cen¬ 
tral  America.  Dr.  Moon  even  sent  me  a 
picture  of  himself  in  jail  with  a  letter  ap¬ 
pealing  for  my  understanding  of  how 
badly  he’s  been  treated  by  everyone. 

I  had  Dr.  Moon’s  people  in  the  field 
just  show  up  at  my  office  door  without 
an  appointment  to  invite  me  to  CAUSA’S 
“pastor’s  breakfasts,”  workshops  and 
conferences  on  religious  freedom  and 
anti-communism.  Curiosity  got  the  best 
of  me  and  I  did  go  to  two  of  them.  But  I 
walked  out  before  they  were  over  be¬ 
cause  they  struck  me  as  rather  boring 
sessions  of  thinly-disguised  propaganda 
and  “evangelism”  for  Dr.  Moon. 

I  speak  from  experience 

I  can’t  tell  anyone  what  to  believe 
about  The  Unification  Church  or  wheth¬ 
er  or  not  they  should  attend  the  free 
conferences  sponsored  by  CAUSA.  I 
can  only  speak  from  my  own  knowl¬ 
edge  and  experience  which  has  become 
very  clear  over  the  years. 

The  testimony  from  families  all  over 
the  country  tells  of  the  horror  of  young 
people  being  brainwashed,  people  sign¬ 
ing  their  homes  over  to  the  Unification 


Church  and  senior  citizens  being  duped 
out  of  their  entire  life  savings. 

I  have  come  to  believe  that  the  Rev. 
Sun  Myung  Moon  and  his  Unification 
Church  are  non-Christian,  dangerous, 
and  evil.  The  people  behind  CAUSA  se¬ 
duce  well-intentioned  people  into  their 
movement  through  their  anti-commu¬ 
nist  cover  and  then  hook  them  with 
their  insidious  poison  and  hatred  which 
promotes  death  and  destruction  all 
around  the  world.  They  prey  upon  the 
weak,  misinformed  and  unsuspecting. 

We  may  not  be  able  to  stop  him,  with 
all  the  money,  power,  banks  and  news¬ 
papers  and  industries  that  he  possesses. 
Methodically,  he  is  slithering  his  way 
into  mainline  churches  wrapping  his 
tentacles  slowly  around  our  throats. 

How  can  we  begin  to  oppose  and  re-  ; 
spond  to  this  charlatan?  For  starters, 
we  can  spread  the  story  that  CAUSA  is 
just  a  bogus  con.  Dr.  Moon  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers  are  criminals,  guilty  of  fraud 
and  deception. 

At  the  very  least,  we  can  stop  buying 
his  stupid  wilted  flowers  on  the  street 
corners. 

"Here  l  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Jack  M.  Copas.  is 
pastor  of  Irvington  United  Methodist 
Church,  Irvington,  N.J.  (Northern  New 
Jersey  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 

“ Here  I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Pontius'  Puddle 


‘Other’  Order  of  St.  Luke  focuses 
on  sacraments,  liturgy,  discipline 


To  the  Editor: 

There  is  another  Order  of  St  Luke  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  International  Order  of  St  Luke 
the  Physician  (see  UMR,  July  3  and  10). 

The  Order  of  St  Luke  that  is  an  affiliate 
organization  of  the  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  dedicated  to  sacramental  and  liturgical 
scholarship,  education  and  practice. 

We  are  seeking  ways  in  which  the  church 
can  take  the  heritage  of  John  Wesley  and 
adapt  that  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  today, 
primarily  through  the  expertise  of  worship 
and  a  dirciplined  devotional  life  While  we 
are  not  involved  in  spiritual  healing  as  our 
primary  concern,  we  do  have  a  Rite  of 
Anointing  that  is  available. 

We  have  several  chapters  in  annual 
conferences  and  seminaries  and  are 
growing  as  people  discover  a  need  for 
worship  that  is  meaningful,  but  not  gi- 
micky,  and  who  have  an  appreciation  for 
the  sacraments  as  a  means  of  grace. 

Those  who  are  interested  in  integrity 
of  worship  and  the  sacraments  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  look  more  closely  at  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Order  of  St.  Luke. 

Michael  J.  O’Donnell 
Chula  Vista,  California 

‘Worldly  article’  shocks 

To  the  Editor: 

I  opened  my  July  3  issue  of  the  Report¬ 
er  with  shock,  dismay,  anger  and  frustra¬ 
tion  when  I  saw  the  article  headlined.  "No 
miracles  in  ministry  of  healing.”  After 
reading  the  article  by  Stephen  L. 
Swecker,  I  found  no  improvement. 

It  is  unthinkable  to  place  such  a  worldly 
article  on  the  front  page  of  a  Christian 
newspaper  for  all  the  world  to  see  and 
read.  These  papers  travel  through  the  mail 
to  be  handled  and  read  by  many  non-Chris¬ 
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tians.  To  print  such  worldly  feelings  on  the 
power  of  God’s  healing  is  inexcusable. 

Apparently  the  Order  of  St.  Luke  has 
not  heard  of  or  experienced  God’s  Holy 
Spirit.  But  then  too,  Jesus  was  not  able  to 
work  miracles  in  Nazareth  because  of 
unbelief.  To  place  the  occult  and  cults 
above  the  power  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  is 
not  once  mentioned  in  the  article,  is  just 
short  of  blasphemy. 

My  wife  and  I  both  have  experienced 
and  testify  to  the  healing  power  of  Jesus 
Christ.  We  are  members  of  St.  Andrews 
UMC  in  Salisbury,  Maryland,  and  almost 
every  Sunday  during  worship  service 
someone  will  stand  and  praise  God  for 
healing  them  or  a  member  of  their  family. 

God’s  word  is  true  and  unchanging  and 
in  I  Peter  2:24  says,  “that  by  His  stripes 
we  were  healed,”  meaning  the  healing 
has  taken  place. 

In  the  July  10  Reporter,  an  editorial 
stated  that  unrealistic  claims  of  miracle 
cures  to  bringing  back  dead  people  to 
like  are  highly  unlikely.  That  is  what  is 
wrong  with  our  church  today:  it  does  not 
believe  in  God’s  power  to  perform  mir¬ 
acles.  If  you  can  believe  Him  and  His 
word  for  your  salvation,  if  indeed  you 
have,  then  why  can’t  you  trust  His  word 
for  other  things  He  has  promised  you? 

Please  print  for  your  readers  to  see 
and  search  for  themselves,  these  Scrip¬ 
tures:  Psalm  119:89,  Isaiah  55:11,  I  Peter 
1:23,  John  17:17,  Ecclesiastes  8:4, 1  Peter 
2:24,  Matthew  8:17,  Isaiah  53:5.  I  pray 
you  will  have  courage  enough  to  print 
this  letter  and  to  read  and  believe  the 
above  Scriptures.  BillHoffman 

Salisbury,  Maryland 

Editorial  was  timely 

To  the  Editor: 

The  July  10  editorial  on  the  Order  of 
St.  Luke  was  most  timely. 

The  May  issue  of  “Sharing,”  the  jour¬ 
nal  of  the  Order  of  St.  Luke,  pictured  the 
Rev.  Tommy  Tyson  on  the  cover.  Dr.  Ty¬ 
son  is  a  leading  United  Methodist  evan¬ 
gelist  actively  involved  in  the  healing 
ministry  for  many  years. 

May  I  suggest  an  article  soon  on  Dr. 
Tyson's  personal  healing? 

Minnazelle  Danley 
Bakersfield,  California 

A  rather  forced  analogy 

To  the  Editor: 

Editorials  in  the  Reporter  are  always 
a  part  of  my  weekly  reading.  These  usu¬ 
ally  present  a  clear,  reasonable  and  per¬ 
ceptive  analysis  of  current  issues  as  they 
relate  to  church  and  society. 

The  June  26  editorial  dealt  with  the 
electronic  church  based  on  an  analysis 
made  by  the  Rev.  William  F.  Fore.  I 
have  read  Dr.  Fore’s  article  and  I  think 
it  interesting  and  helpful.  But  just  how 
the  mainstream  denominations  can 
catch  a  vision  from  the  electronic  church 
I  find  a  rather  forced  analogy. 

This  idea  of  a  “sense  of  intimacy  and 
concern  for  viewer’s  well-being”  as  diag¬ 
nosed  by  the  electronic  preachers  does 
not  offer  the  warmth  of  corporate  wor¬ 
ship  and  the  nurturing  care  of  most  con¬ 
gregations.  The  electronic  evangelists 
have  effectively  and  successfully 
drained  their  viewers  with  emotional 
manipulating  techniques. 

In  commenting  on  the  need  for  our 
church  to  present  our  appeals  with  a 


"passion  and  urgency,"  why  do  we  look  to 
PTL  and  Oral  Roberts  to  “emulate”? 
Why  do  we  not  get  our  vision  from  the 
founder  of  the  Methodist  Church?  John 
Wesley  gave  us  a  message  filled  with  pas¬ 
sion  and  urgency.  Certainly  he  met  the 
spiritual  needs  of  his  people  and  gave  us  a 
legacy  of  concern  for  the  whole  person. 

Do  we  know  that  the  dwindling  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  directly  related  to  techniques  of 
presenting  the  Christian  Gospel?  Many 
surveys  are  superficial.  I  am  disturbed  by 
this  negativeness.  It  is  time  to  emphasize 
the  positive. 

Virginia  Turrentine 
Shelby  ville,  Tennessee 

‘Church-slate’  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

In  regard  to  the  letters  appearing  in 
the  July  24  Reporter:  It  is  a  mistake  to 
assume  that  those  individuals,  ministers 
or  groups  opposing  the  teaching  of  cre¬ 
ation  science  or  other  religious  doctrines 
in  the  public  schools  are  necessarily  un- 
Christian,  opposed  to  Christianity,  or 
“poor  Methodists.” 

Our  founding  fathers  were  very  familiar 
with  religious  persecution  at  the  hands  of 
governments  that  had  scourged  Europe  for 
hundreds  of  years.  Such  persecutions  still 
exist  in  Pakistan,  Sri  Lanka,  Iran  and  other 
countries  of  the  world.  In  their  wisdom,  our 
national  leaders  created  a  policy  of  separa¬ 
tion  of  church  and  state. 

They  then  entrusted  to  religious  leaders 
a  responsibility  to  teach  those  doctrines 
and  concepts  according  to  the  understand¬ 
ing  of  their  particular  faith.  As  a  result, 
religion  in  the  United  States  has  flourished 
more  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world. 

It  is  true  that  there  are,  from  time  to 
time,  seemingly  petty  types  of  court 
cases  and  disputes  pertaining  to  various 
aspects  of  religion.  But  by  and  large  our 
courts  and  many  dedicated  men  and 
women  of  the  Christian  religion  have 
supported  the  policy  of  separation  of 
church  and  state. 

That  separation  has  made  possible  the 
free  development  of  all  religions  in  the 
United  States  and  particularly  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  Christianity  to  which  a  majority 
of  United  States  citizens  adhere. 

Harry  C.  Farrell  Jr. 

Temple,  Texas 

Thanks  for  Scarritt  article 

To  the  Editor: 

I  certainly  appreciated  Ginger  Howe’s 
well-written  article  about  the  “Scarritt 
squabble”  (see  UMR,  July  24). 

Several  years  ago  my  family  spent  a 
sabbatical  year  on  the  Scarritt  campus. 
We  could  not  have  found  a  better  envi¬ 
ronment  for  the  renewal,  research  and 
re-creation  of  our  goals  in  lay  ministry. 

It  grieves  me  to  know  the  suffering 
that  the  current  situation  is  causing  the 
Scarritt  community. 

Corine  Gauger 
Duluth,  Minnesota 

Two  congratulations 

To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  congratulate  the  Bishops’ 
Committee  and  Spurgeon  Dunnam  for 
showing  us  again  that  moral  discipline  is 
still  alive  at  least  in  a  few  places  (see 
UMR,  June  12). 

Secondly.  I  want  to  congratulate  the 
Rev.  Dwight  Meier  for  his  suggestion  of 
an  “evangelical  seminary"  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  (see  UMR,  July  3). 

Such  a  move  would  establish  the  fact 
that  rather  than  being  an  "old  line 
church,”  the  United  Methodists  have  fi¬ 
nally  “come  of  age”  and  are  showing 
some  maturity.  — 

Lawrence  A.  Brown 
Londrina,  Brazil 


My  Witness 


Surprising  seventh  grader 
may  not  be  merely  church 


By  TOM  NAGLE 

Every  year  I  tell  my  sixth  graders  in 
confirmation  class  that  once  they  join 
the  church,  there’s  only  one  elected  of¬ 
fice  in  which  they 
cannot  serve— trust¬ 
ee.  Technically,  they 
could  chair  the 
board,  the  Council  on 
Ministries,  the  fi¬ 
nance  committee,  or 
whatever.  I  remind 
them,  of  course,  that 
more  than  likely,  Tom  Nagle 
they’ll  serve  as  members  of  committees 
for  many  years  before  they’d  be  asked  to 
chair  one. 

I  may  have  to  alter  my  presentation 
now  on  the  stewardship  of  time  and  tal¬ 
ent.  Recently  a  seventh  grader,  13-year- 
old  Mindy  Breeden,  was  selected  by  our 
nominating  committee  to  serve  as  aco¬ 
lyte  coordinator. 


Mindy  was  our  most  faithful  acolyte 
up  through  fifth  grade  when  she  graduat¬ 
ed  out  of  that  program.  Now,  just  a  year 
and  a  half  later,  she  is  in  charge  of  the 
entire  program  herself.  She  selects  aco¬ 
lytes,  trains  them,  and  determines  the 
schedule  for  acolytes  at  both  our  worship 
services. 

She  is  currently  working  on  a  special 
service  of  recognition  for  them  in  May. 
And  next  September  she  plans  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  a  ceremony  of  dedication  for  all  the 
acolytes  who  will  be  serving  next  year. 

All  of  these  initiatives  are  brand  new 
for  us  and  designed  by  Mindy.  Used  to  be 
we’d  grab  some  kids  in  the  hallway  and 
put  a  robe  on  them  right  before  the  ser¬ 
vice  began. 

The  difference  in  our  acolyte  program 
since  Mindy  took  over  is  quite  amazing. 
The  acolytes  are  obviously  much  better 
trained,  better  behaved,  look  neater,  and 
the  worship  service  flows  much  more 


shows  youth 
of  tomorrow 
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smoothly  as  a  result. 

Mindy  also  makes  a  terrific  liturgist 
for  us,  and  was  given  the  honor  of  that 
position  at  our  main  hour  of  worship  oij 
Easter  Sunday.  She  has  emerged  quickly 
and  yet  gracefully  as  one  of  the  key  lead¬ 
ers  here  at  St.  James. 

Be  careful  when  you  tell  kids  that  they 
are  the  church  of  tomorrow.  Some  of 
them  may  think  they're  quite  capable  of 
being  the  church  of  today. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  the  Rev. 
Tom  Nagle,  is  pastor  of  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church,  Abilene.  Texas 
v( Northwest  Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Important 
Announcement! 


Denver  is  site  of  Disciple  Seminar 


Register  today  for  Disciple  training  seminar  at  the  Marriott  West  Hotel  in 
Denver,  Colorado  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  September  8-9-10, 
1987 


D, 


'ISCIPLE  is  the  new  pastor-directed  Bible  study  for  training  Christian  disciples. 
This  seminar  has  been  added  to  the  schedule  previously  announced  and  will  be  the 
final  opportunity  for  your  church  to  begin  this  exciting  Bible  study  this  Fall  1987! 

REGISTER  NOW!  CALL  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-672-1789 

Registration  fee  for  your  church  is  $800  for  the  first  person  and  $250  for  each  additional 
person  attending  this  training  event.  Fees  include  all  materials  needed  for  conducting  a 
study  group  of  twelve  at  your  local  church  plus  the  cost  of  room,  meals,  and  training  at 
the  Denver  event. 

Use  your  Cokesbury  account  or  the  Cokesbury  Budget  Plan  (up  to  six  monthly 
payments  with  no  interest,  no  carrying  charge  with  approved  credit). 

What  Disciple  Seminar  participants  say: 

"This  is  the  most  exciting  program  The  UMC  has  offered 
in  many  years.  It  has  the  potential  to  turn  my  local 
church  and  our  denomination  around." 

"The  schedule  was  intense — as  it  should  have  been.  1  .  .  . 
left  even  more  excited  than  when  I  came  ...  I  am 
convinced  Disciple  is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 


Q  Cokesbury 

Disciple  Bible  Study 
P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 


Attn.:  Wini  Grizzle 
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Friends  praise  FBI  choice  as  ‘outstanding  Christian’ 


William  S.  Sessions 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

The  nation’s  next  number  one  G-man 
is  likely  to  be  an  active  UM  lay-man. 

U.S.  District  Judge  William  S.  Ses¬ 
sions,  57,  a  member  of  Alamo  Heights 
United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  was  nominated  by  President  Rea¬ 
gan  July  24  to  be  the  new  director  of  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI). 

If  his  appointment  is  confirmed  by  the 
Senate  as  expected,  either  late  this  sum¬ 
mer  or  early  fall,  he  would  be  the  agen¬ 
cy's  fourth  director  following  J.  Edgar 
Hoover,  Clarence  Kelly  and  William 
Webster. 

Judge  Sessions’  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jack 
Hooper,  unabashedly  praised  the  selec¬ 
tion,  saying  it  is  “the  best  thing  that 
President  Reagan  will  ever  do.” 

“I  want  Methodists  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try  to  know  the  kind  of  person  Bill  Ses¬ 
sions  is,”  he  told  the  Reporter.  “He  is 
what  we  hope  people  would  see  when 
they  look  at  United  Methodists. 

Others  who  know  Mr.  Sessions  agree, 
describing  him  as  "a  great  Christian” 
who  doesn’t  smoke  or  drink,  reads  good 
books,  attends  worship  regularly,  loves 
his  family  and  his  church,  and  has  an 


abiding  interest  in  theology. 

This  extraordinary  profile  comes  from 
the  testimony  of  family  members, 
friends,  associates  and  courtroom  adver¬ 
saries. 

The  nominee  himself  is  declining  all 
interviews  with  the  press  until  after  his 
confirmation  process  is  completed,  a 
spokesperson  in  his  office  said. 

Although  he  has  a  reputation  as  a 
tough  judge,  he  is  viewed  as  a  man  of 
principle,  ability,  extreme  discretion  and 
non-partisan  service  who  works  tireless¬ 
ly  and  rules  firmly  but  fairly. 

Roy  B.  Grogan,  a  retired  attorney  and 
member  of  Counts  Memorial  UMC  in 
Weatherford,  Texas,  has  known  him  for 
30  years. 

“He’s  a  tremendous  individual,”  said 
Mr.  Grogan,  who  was  Central  Texas  con¬ 
ference  lay  leader  when  Mr.  Sessions 
was  an  associate  lay  leader  in  Waco, 
Texas.  “He’s  a  man  of  the  highest  moral 
character,  integrity  and  ability.  And  he’s 
a  wonderful  family  man  who  is  very  loy¬ 
al  to  his  church.” 

Mr.  Sessions’  stint  as  a  lay  leader  with 
the  Waco  church  nearly  30  years  ago  left 
a  lasting  imprint.  His  temperance  stand 
was  taken  during  that  period  in  response 


to  a  challenge  by  the  Rev.  Gilbert  Fer¬ 
rell,  then  pastor  of  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Waco. 

At  the  time.  Dr.  Ferrell  asked  his  lay 
leaders  to  set  an  example  for  others  by 
“going  beyond  the  popular  stand  of  mod¬ 
eration  in  use  of  alcohol  to  one  of  absti¬ 
nence,”  Judge  Sessions’  wife,  Alice,  told 
the  Reporter. 

The  couple  are  converts  to  United 
Methodism,  she  said.  Her  husband  was 
the  son  of  a  former  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  minister,  while  she 
was  the  daughter  of  a  Reorganized 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day 
Saints  elder. 

With  Dr.  Ferrell  as  a  “spiritual  fa¬ 
ther,”  the  couple  joined  Trinity  UMC  in 
the  mid-1950s  in  Waco  and  have  been  ac¬ 
tive  in  churches  ever  since. 

The  couple  left  Waco  in  the  late  1960s 
for  a  Washington  political  appointment 
and  became  members  of  Chevy  Chase 
(Maryland)  United  Methodist  Church. 

From  1971  to  1974  they  were  in  San 
Antonio  where  he  was  U.S.  attorney  for 
the  Western  District  of  Texas. 

He  went  to  El  Paso  as  U.S.  District 
judge  in  1974  after  receiving  an  appoint¬ 
ment  from  President  Gerald  Ford  and 


returned  to  San  Antonio  as  chief  judge  of 
the  Western  District  in  1980. 

"If  I’m  a  West  Texas  tough  guy,”  he 
told  reporters  following  President  Rea¬ 
gan’s  announcement,  “it’s  simply  be¬ 
cause  we  dealt  with  difficult  problems 
out  there.” 

Few  detractors  have  surfaced  in  the 
wake  of  the  nomination,  even  among  ad¬ 
versaries. 

“He  and  I  don’t  agree  about  the  time 
of  day,”  Maury  Maverick  Jr.,  a  liberal 
San  Antonio  lawyer  and  longtime  politi¬ 
cal  foe,  is  quoted  as  saying.  “But  I  have 
found  him  to  be  fair.  He’s  a  real  straight 
shooter.” 

Pastor  Hooper  said  the  FBI  director- 
nominee  and  his  family  are  regular  wor¬ 
shipers  at  Alamo  Heights,  where  they 
have  been  members  since  1980. 

“He  is  so  loved  because  the  other  side  of 
him  that  we  in  the  church  know  so  well  is 
his  smile,  his  wit  and  his  devotion  to  his 
family  and  his  church,”  Dr.  Hooper  said. 

That  portrait  was  reinforced  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  an  El  Paso  United  Methodist 
church  where  Judge  Sessions  and  his 
family  were  members  from  1974-80. 

Joy  Rash,  secretary  to  Trinity-First’s 
senior  minister  Don  Foresman  and  wife 


of  an  El  Paso  attorney,  described  Judge 
Sessions  as  “a  fine  Christian  man.” 

She  — like  others  who  know  the 
judge— wasn’t  surprised  that  the  veteran 
jurist  was  selected  for  the  FBI  post. 

“And  I  know  for  an  absolute  fact,”  she 
said,  “that  he  is  a  fine  man  who  will  up¬ 
hold  the  values  and  the  principles  on 
which  the  country  was  formed  and  not 
get  lost  in  the  mystique  of  the  bureau.” 

U.S.  District  Judge  Eldon  Mahon  of 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  a  UM  layman  and 
longtime  General  Conference  delegate, 
agreed. 

“Bill  Sessions  will  not  bend  the  law;  he 
will  follow  the  law,”  he  said.  “I’ve  known 
him  very  closely  since  1970.  His  charac¬ 
ter,  integrity  and  credibility  are  beyond 
reproach. 

“He  possesses  the  qualities  we  need  in 
public  officials,”  Judge  Mahon  said. 

At  the  brief  White  House  ceremony  an¬ 
nouncing  his  nomination,  Mr.  Sessions 
promised  to  maintain  the  high  standards  of 
his  predecessor,  William  Webster,  who 
left  the  FBI  to  become  director  of  the 
Central  Intelligence  Agency. 

An  avid  outdoorsman,  Mr.  Sessions  ca¬ 
noes,  backpacks  and  climbs  mountains, 
twice  joining  expeditions  on  Mt.  Everest. 


NATIONAL  CONFERENCE 


The  United  Methodist  Section  of  the  North  t 
Congress  on  the  Holy  Spirit  and  World  Evangt 
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NEW  ORLEANS — “Don’t  look  for  signs  and  wonders.  Seek  to  be  the  signs  and  wonders  yourself  and  you’ll  see 
the  kingdom  come  in  your  midst.’’  That  was  the  message  the  Rev.  Robert  J.  Stamps,  an  associate  pastor  at  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  brought  United  Methodists  at  Aldersgate  ’87  and  the  North  American 
Congress  on  the  Holy  Spirit  and  World  Evangelization  in  New  Orleans. 

Noisy  Christian  Mardi  Gras  parade 
kicks  off  huge  ‘Holy  Spirit’  congress 


United  Methodists  join  charismatic 
celebration  in  Louisiana  Superdome 


By  JULIA  DUIN 
Religious  News  Service 
NEW  ORLEANS— The  streets  of  New 
Orleans  were  turned  into  the  site  of  a 
Christian  Mardi  Gras  parade  for  a  few 
happy  hours  July  23  as  several  thousand 
charismatic  Christians  celebrated  their 
unity. 

The  charismatic  celebration  drew 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— A  free  TV  satellite 
downlink  receiver  is  being  offered  to 
each  United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ence  in  the  continental  United  States  by 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Officials  explained  that  a  free  satellite 
“dish”  for  each  conference  will  give 
grass-roots  United  Methodists  more 
ready  access  to  training  and  other  events 
sponsored  by  the  publishing  house  and 
other  agencies  at  low  cost. 

*  Pat  Correll,  video  publishing  manager 
for  the  publishing  bouse,  said  that  more 
than  300  publishing  house-related  train¬ 
ing  events  are  held  each  year  across  the 
church. 

•  Aiuiougn  nuiicea  iu»ve  just  guue  out  to 

annual  conference  leaders,  Ms.  Correll 
said  dishes  are  to  be  in  place  in  each  con¬ 
ference  before  a  national  video  confer¬ 
ence  on  church  school  curriculum  in 


Christians  from  throughout  the  world  to 
New  Orleans,  ranging  from  West  Ger¬ 
man  evangelist  Reinhard  Bonnke,  veter¬ 
an  of  massive  evangelistic  crusades  in 
South  Africa,  to  Christianized  Jews, 
Jews  who  believe  in  Jesus  as  the  messi- 
ah. 

The  variety  represented  by  the  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  five-day  North  American 


spring  1988. 

The  dish  is  simple  to  assemble,  she 
added,  and  can  be  set  up  so  that  several 
groups  or  classes  can  view  programs  on 
monitors  without  additional  cables. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  conference 
place  the  dishes  in  a  central  location  so 
that  participants  from  many  churches 
can  have  access  to  the  training  events 
and  programs  offered. 

Conferences  and  other  groups  can  buy 
additional  dishes  through  Cokesbury,  the 
retail  division  of  the  publishing  house. 
While  specific  details  have  yet  to  be 
ironed  out,  Ms.  Correll  said  other  general 
agencies  will  be  invited  to  provide  pro¬ 
gramming  for  the  publishing  house  satel¬ 
lite  network. 

More  information  is  available  from 
Pat  Correll,  The  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House,  P.O.  Box  801,  Nashville, 
TN  37202. 


Congress  on  the  Holy  Spirit  and  World 
Evangelization  reflects  the  diversity  of 
the  movement,  which  has  been  called 
Christianity's  “fastest  growing.” 

Nearly  5,000  participants  in  the  con¬ 
gress  staged  a  gala  17-block  march  from 
the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  River  past 
the  French  Quarter  to  the  Superdome. 

There  were  a  variety  of  floats,  includ¬ 
ing  one  with  members  of  the  congress 
steering  committee  tossing  silver  dou¬ 
bloons— coin-shaped  momentoes  bearing 
a  replica  of  the  Superdome  and  a  dove 
symbolizing  the  Holy  Spirit.  Tossing  the 
doubloons  to  the  crowds  on  the  sidewalk 
is  a  custom  during  the  Mardi  Gras  pa¬ 
rade,  the  last  revelry  before  the  Lenten 
season. 

Marchers  included  some  of  New  Or¬ 
leans'  best  jazz  bands,  Catholic  monks 
dancing  in  the  street,  people  bearing  all 
kinds  and  sizes  of  banners  and  bands  of 
youth  chanting  “J-E-S-U-S”  with  much 
clapping.  Crowd  estimates  ranged  from 
5,000  to  10,000  marchers. 

Marchers  strode  into  the  Superdome, 
the  site  of  nightly  congress  meetings 
which  attracted  up  to  30,000  people.  They 
paraded  in  to,  “When  the  Saints  Go 
.Marching  In,”  played  by  a  Messianic 
Jewish  band  called,  ‘The  Liberated 
Wailing  Wall.” 

Conferees  cheerfully  braved  90-degree 
temperatures  to  make  their  way  to  the 
New  Orleans  Convention  Center,  which 
was  crammed  full  of  booths  representing 
nearly  every  variety  of  Christian  minis¬ 
try. 

At  least  30  denominations  and  fellow¬ 
ships  met  during  the  conference  in  hotel 
rooms  and  meeting  halls  around  down¬ 
town  New  Orleans. 

Several  hundred  Messianic  Jews  met 
at  the  Fairmont  Hotel,  and  evangelists 
from  the  San  Francisco-based  Jews  for 
Jesus  passed  out  tracts  on  Canal  Street. 

In  the  meeting  room,  Messianic  Jews 
sang  to  Israeli-sounding  music  while  gaz¬ 
ing  at  a  banner  at  the  front  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  hall  that  read,  "Different  Tribes,  One 
Nation,"  over  a  Star  of  David  superim¬ 
posed  with  a  dove  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  Rev.  Ray  Gannon,  an  Assemblies 
of  God  pastor  of  a  Messianic  congrega¬ 
tion,  Beth  Emanuel  in  Holbrook,  Long  Is¬ 
land,  N.Y.,  called  for  churches  that 
appear  more  like  synagogues  or  “cultur¬ 
ally  oriented  Jewish  congregations.” 

"It’s  fraudulent  to  present  the  gospel 
in  a  Jewish  manner,  then  slip  (new  con¬ 
verts)  into  a  gentile  environment,”  he 
said.  “The  Holy  Spirit  is  not  offended  by 
anything  that  is  Jewish." 

Messianic  Jews  range  from  fundamen¬ 
talist  to  charismatic  in  their  beliefs  and 
practices.  Mr.  Gannon  said  that  80  per¬ 
cent  of  the  country’s  100  Messianic  Jew¬ 
ish  congregations  are  charismatic. 


By  LESLIE  W.  BERTUCCI 

NEW  ORLEANS-Thirty-five  thou¬ 
sand  charismatic  Christians  came  to¬ 
gether  in  New  Orleans  in  late  July  to  be 
motivated,  updated  and  rejuvenated  in 
their  efforts  to  bring  the  message  of  Je¬ 
sus  to  the  world. 

The  ecumenical  group  flocked  to  the 
Superdome,  the  Louisiana  Convention 
Center  and  other  downtown  sites  July  22- 
26  for  the  North  American  Congress  on 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  World  Evangelization. 
Participants  represented  some  15  denom¬ 
inations,  fellowships  and  ministries. 

Approximately  five  percent  were 
United  Methodists. 

The  congress  was  sponsored  by  the 
North  American  Renewal  Service  Com¬ 
mittee,  an  umbrella  organization  repre¬ 
senting  40  denominations.  Leaders  took 
the  verses  from  Joel  2  literally,  right 
down  to  the  sounding  of  two  silver  trum¬ 
pets  at  opening  ceremonies. 

The  congress  format  provided  for  de¬ 
nominational  gatherings  each  morning. 
The  United  Methodist  gathering  was 
named  Aldersgate  ’87. 

“The  kingdom  of  God  is  the  personal 
reign  of  God  among  us,”  the  Rev.  Robert 
Stamps,  a  staff  member  at  Asbury  UMC 
in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  told  Aldersgate  ’87. 

“Don’t  look  for  signs  and  wonders,” 
Dr.  Stamps  told  the  United  Methodist 
group.  “Seek  to  be  the  signs  and  wonders 
yourself  and  you’ll  see  the  kingdom 
come  in  your  midst.” 

He  spent  some  time  discussing  the  no¬ 
tion  of  “church.” 

“The  church  isn’t  a  club  with  just  you 
and  God  in  it,”  he  said.  "It  also  includes 
your  brothers  and  sisters  and  the  rest  of 
us.  The  words  ‘independent’  and  ‘church’ 
cancel  each  other  out.” 

United  Methodists  also  led  several  of 
the  congress’  100-plus  workshops. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Tuttle,  vice  president 
of  the  United  Methodist  Renewal  Services 
Fellowship,  led  one  on  “Wesleyan  Heri¬ 
tage  and  World  Evangelization." 

“Wesley  sees  the  gospel  as  good  news, 
bad  news,  good  news,”  he  said.  “The  good 

Nicaraguan 
missionaries 
blast  Reagan 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Six  United  Methodist 
missionaries  serving  in  Nicaragua  have 
written  an  open  letter  to  President  Rea¬ 
gan  to  protest  what  they  called  “your 
immoral  and  illegal  war  against  Nicara¬ 
gua”  and  to  urge  him  to  “quit  lying  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  about  this 
country  where  we  live  and  work.” 

They  blamed  the  anti-government  con¬ 
tra  rebels  for  a  July  3  explosion  that 
killed  a  Franciscan  friar,  Brother  Tomas 
Zavaleta,  and  injured  three  other  passen¬ 
gers  in  his  car,  one  of  whom  died  later. 

In  denouncing  the  attack,  the  United 
Methodist  missionaries  told  President 
Reagan,  “This  action  by  the  contra  (sic) 
is  just  the  latest  example  of  the  persecu¬ 
tion  of  the  church  and  the  wholesale  vio¬ 
lation  of  human  rights  perpetrated  by 
those  you  identified  with  when  you  said, 
‘I’m  a  contra,  too.’  ” 

The  letter  dated  July  10  was  signed  by 
the  Rev.  Lyda  M.  Pierce,  the  Rev. 
D.  Paul  Jeffrey,  Peggy  Heiner,  Howard 
Heiner,  Janet  Heiner  and  Daniel  Heiner. 

Four  of  the  missionaries— all  except 
Janet  and  Daniel  Heiner— had  written  to 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
in  December  1985  charging  that  the  In¬ 
stitute  on  Religion  and  Democracy  (IRD) 
had  links  to  the  U.S.  Central  Intelligence 
Agency. 

At  that  time,  the  IRD  members  urged 
the  church’s  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
recall  the  missionaries,  saying  that  “they 
may  be  inadequately  suited  to  represent 
our  church— and  our  Lord— in  a  difficult 
field  of  service  such  as  Nicaragua.” 

In  reponse,  Betty  Thompson,  a  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  board,  said,  "It  is  board 
policy  to  allow  missionaries  to  freely  ex¬ 
press  their  opinions.  We  have  missionar¬ 
ies  who  express  all  kinds  of  opinions, 
some  of  them  displeasing  to  the  board. 
But  they  have  free  speech,  and  the  board 
is  not  about  to  recall  these  missionaries.” 


“Blow  the  trumpet  on 
Mount  Zion  .  .  .  CaU  an  as¬ 
sembly!  Gather  the  people 
together;  prepare  them 
for  a  sacred  meeting.” 

Joel  2:15-16 


news  is  we’re  created  in  the  image  of 
God.  The  bad  news  is  we’ve  blown  that 
image.  But  the  good  news  is  Jesus  is  re¬ 
storing  us  to  our  original  righteousness. 

“Wesley  wanted  to  save  people,  not 
just  from  hell  but  from  sin,  the  stuff  that 
hell  is  made  of,”  Dr.  Tuttle  went  on.  He 
also  mentioned  a  seldom-remembered 
fact,  that  John  Fletcher,  Wesley’s  ap¬ 
pointed  successor,  coined  the  phrase 
“baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit,”  associating 
it  with  new  birth. 

An  interviewer  asked  Dr.  Tuttle  why 
he  decided  to  participate  in  the  congress. 

“We  want  to  encourage  the  Methodist 
constituency,  to  tell  them  not  to  leave 
the  church  but  stay  and  be  a  part  of  what 
God  is  doing,”  explained  the  professor  of 
evangelism  at  Garrett  Evangelical  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Evanston,  I1L 

“We  want  to  remind  people  of  what’s 
available  to  them  by  virtue  of  their  faith 
in  Christ— that  is,  the  gifts  of  the  Spir¬ 
it— and  encourage  them  to  act  upon  that 
boldly,”  Dr.  Tuttle  said. 

The  Rev.  Ross  Whetstone,  executive 
director  of  the  UM  Renewal  Services 
Fellowship,  told  an  interviewer,  “Most 
charismatic  Methodists  think  they’re 
alone.”  He  estimated  that  18  to  19  per¬ 
cent  of  United  Methodists  in  this  country 
are  charismatic. 

In  his  workshop  on  “Holy  Ground,”  Dr. 
Whetstone  commented,  “Not  until  we 
know  whose  we  are  do  we  know  who  we 
are  . . .  The  ground  we’re  standing  on  is 
made  holy  by  the  presence  of  God.” 

The  Rev.  Tommy  Tyson,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  who  led  a  workshop  on  “Fruits  and 
Gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit,”  said,  “It’s  the 
presence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  at 
work  in  us  that  sets  us  apart. 

“God  became  what  we  were  that  we 
might  become  what  He  is.  Humanity  be¬ 
comes  the  sacramental  expression  of  the 
presence  of  God.  It’s  the  sacrament  of 
personhood,"  Dr.  Tyson  told  the  group. 


“The  gifts  and  fruits  take  on  the  color¬ 
ing  of  the  vessels  through  which  they’re 
made  manifest,”  he  said,  cautioning, 
“We  shouldn’t  get  carried  away  using  the 
gifts  and  never  mention  the  Giver.” 

Congress  participants  gathered  each 
evening  for  general  sessions  led  by  Chris¬ 
tian  speakers  of  different  backgrounds. 

One  evening  session  was  preceded  by  a 
Christian  parade  in  which  5,000  people 
carried  banners  and  marched  behind 
floats  along  a  central  downtown  street. 

The  Rev.  Reinhard  Bonnke,  a  German- 
born  evangelist  who  has  been  working  in 
Africa  for  20  years,  spoke  one  evening 
about  "Signs  and  Wonders.” 

“God  hasn’t  called  you  to  deliver  ser¬ 
mons.  God  calls  you  to  deliver  people,” 
he  told  the  Superdome  crowd.  “A  prison¬ 
er  doesn’t  want  renovation  or  reforma¬ 
tion.  He  wants  liberation!" 

Dr.  Bonnke  ended  the  session  with 
prayers  for  healing,  during  which  several 
people  claimed  relief  from  ailments  such 
as  bone  cancer,  blindness  and  deafness. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Forrest,  former  chair¬ 
man  of  the  International  Council  for 
Catholic  Charismatic  Renewal,  ad¬ 
dressed  the  themes  of  evangelization  and 
ecumenism  on  the  final  night. 

Referring  to  theological  arguments 
that  often  take  place  between  Christians 
of  different  denominations,  he  said, 
“We’ve  got  a  devil  to  fight.  What  are  we 
fighting  each  other  for?  Let’s  stop  the 
kid  stuff  and  go  out  and  do  the  job!” 

Excitement  abounded  each  morning  at 
Youth  Explosion  '87,  a  special  program 
attended  by  nearly  5,000  congress-goers 
ages  12  to  22.  The  young  audience  re¬ 
sponded  enthusiastically  to  speakers  in¬ 
cluding  youth  evangelists,  athletes  and 
Christian  rock  singers. 

The  congress  ended  with  denomination¬ 
al  worship  services.  Bishop  John  Wesley 
Hardt  (Oklahoma  Area)  delivered  the  ser¬ 
mon  at  the  United  Methodist  service. 

The  congress  was  preceded  by  the  Oc¬ 
tober  1986  Leaders’  Congress  which 
brought  7,500  people  to  the  Superdome. 

Congress  Chairman  Vinson  Synan,  for¬ 
mer  general  superintendent  of  the  Pen¬ 
tecostal  Holiness  Church,  called  these 
events  the  first  steps  in  an  endeavor  to 
“present  to  Jesus  the  gift  he  desires  most 
on  his  2000th  birthday — a  world  where  a 
majority  of  the  people  are  Christian.” 

Ms.  Bertucci  is  a  freelance  journalist 
from  MadisonviUe,  La. 


DIRECTOR 
PASTORAL  CARE 


3C6  bed  Regional  Medical  Center,  located  in 
the  central  portion  of  Michigan's  scenic 
Upper  Peninsula,  is  seeking  candidates  for  a 
Director  of  a  two-person  Pastoral  Care  team. 
The  selected  individual  will  play  an  active 
role  on  our  health-care  team  by  serving  pa¬ 
tients.  family  members,  and  staff  in  this 
ecumenical  ministry  This  position  is  en¬ 
hanced  by  the  strong  support  of  physicians, 
hospital  staff  and  the  local  clergy.  The  serious 
candidate  will  have  a  minimum  of  4  quarters 
of  CPE  training  and  have  attained  Chaplain 
certification  by  APHA  or  NACC 

Enjoy  personal  and  professional  growth  in 
our  growing  University  community  com¬ 
plemented  by  the  Nation's  third  Olympic 
Training  Center  and  Lake  Superior  To  further 
investigate  the  opportunity  to  integrate  your 
skills  with  our  sophisticated  but  caring 
health-care  team,  contact,  by  phone  or  mail, 
Randall  K.  Ward: 


MARQUETTE 
GENERAL  HOSPITAL 

Regional  Medical  Center 
420  W.  Magnetic  Street 
Marquette,  Ml  49855 
(906)  225  3442 


EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


No  excuses  left  for  folks 
who  skip  church  service 


BATON  ROUGE,  La.  (UMR)— 
If  any  member  misses  church  Aug.  9 
at  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  he  or  she 
had  better  have  a  good  excuse. 

In  fact,  if  it’s  that  good  an  excuse, 
he  or  she  might  win  a  prize  by,  of  all 
things,  attending  church! 

The  Rev.  Debbie  Drash,  pastor,  is 
calling  it  “No  Excuses”  Sunday. 
That  means  there’s  really  no  good 
excuse  for  missing  church  that  day. 
Samples: 

For  people  who  say,  “Sunday  is 
my  only  day  to  sleep  in,”  cots  will 
be  placed  in  the  church  foyer. 

The  member  who  claims  “the  roof 
would  cave  in  if  I  ever  went  to 
church”  will  be  provided  a  steel 
crash  helmet. 

For  those  who  think  the  church  is 
too  cold,  blankets  will  be  available; 


for  those  who  think  it’s  too  hot,  fans. 

For  those  who  say  the  preacher 
speaks  too  softly,  hearing  aids;  for 
those  who  say  she  speaks  too  loudly, 
ear  plugs. 

TV  dinners  will  be  given  out  to 
those  who  claim  they  can’t  go  to 
church  and  also  cook  Sunday  dinner. 

For  those  who  like  to  see  God  in 
nature,  one  corner  of  the  sanctuary 
will  be  landscaped  with  trees,  grass 
and  a  fishing  pond. 

Those  who  enjoy  Sunday  golf  will 
find  a  putting  green  and  golf  clubs 
at  church  on  that  Sunday. 

For  those  who  customarily  attend 
church  only  at  Christmas  and  Eas¬ 
ter,  there  will  be  poinsettias  and 
lilies  appropriate  to  those  seasons. 

Awards  will  be  given  to  members 
who  bring  the  best  excuse  and  the 
most  friends. 


UM  agency  offers  free  TV 
satellite  dish  to  conferences 


Contenders  for  radio  broadcast  record  must  top 
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By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Any  new  contenders  for  the  longest-running 
radio  broadcast  record  for  a  men's  Bible  class 
will  have  to  top  the  remarkable  streak  compiled 
by  a  group  at  Epworth  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Norfolk,  Va. 

The  Wesleymen  are  at  55  years  on  the  radio  and 
still  counting— 14  years  longer  than  a  men’s  Bible 
class  in  western  Kentucky  ( see  UMR,  June  12) . 

The  Kentucky  class,  however,  can  still  claim  Jbe 
longest  running  live  broadcast.  Services  of  the 
Bible  class  at  Epworth  UMC  are  beard  via  tape- 
delay  the  following  Sunday  at  8:30  a.m.  on  the 
CBS-affiliated  station  in  Norfolk. 

**WTAR  tells  us  it’s  the  most-listened-to  radio 
program  in  the  area  on  Sunday  morning,”  said 
longtime  teacher  Hal  J.  Bonney  Jr.,  a  federal 
bankruptcy  judge. 

Class  attendance  averages  about  225  members, 
but  WTAR’s  AM  radio  signal,  which  covers  the  re¬ 


gion,  expands  that  audience  to  include  thousands. 

Station  operations  manager  Mark  Thomas 
didn’t  have  current  estimates  of  its  listening  au¬ 
dience  but  said  the  program  is  heard  in  a  seven- 
city  area  with  a  population  of  1.4  million.  Cost 
for  30  minutes  of  air  time  is  $250  each  week. 

Even  though  the  class  lesson  is  not  heard  live, 
the  teacher  and  class  members  go  about  each 
session  as  if  it  were. 

“We  have  signs  in  the  classroom  like  ‘Stand  By’ 
and  ‘On  The  Air,’  ”  said  Mr.  Bonney.  There  is  an 
old-fashioned  WTAR  microphone  at  the  pulpit 

The  first  broadcast  was  transmitted  over  an¬ 
other  radio  station,  WSEA,  in  1927.  Five  years 
later,  regular  broadcasts  commenced  on  WTAR. 
They  were  produced  live  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Bonney  said  he  doesn’t  use  any  special  se¬ 
ries  for  his  lessons,  drawing  instead  on  current 
events  and  his  own  studies  for  material. 

“I  teach  as  the  Lord  leads,”  said  Mr.  Bonney. 
Only  the  third  teacher  in  the  class’  78-year  histo- 
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ry,  he  has  been  in  that  post  since  1962. 

Predecessors  were  a  former  Norfolk  mayor, 
Albert  L.  Roper,  class  founder  and  its  teacher 
from  1909  until  1942,  and  W.  Farley  Powers,  cor¬ 
porate  secretary  for  a  fertilizer  company,  from 
1942-1962. 

Although  it  is  billed  as  a  men’s  Bible  class  and 
all  members  are  men,  women  are  welcome,  and 
several  attend  regularly,  Mr.  Bonney  said. 

“The  fellowship  is  just  extremely  rich,”  Mr. 
Bonney  said. 

The  class  has  an  ecumenical  flavor,  too,  he 
said.  An  estimated  20  percent  of  the  Wesleymen 
are  not  United  Methodists.  Several  members  at¬ 
tend  the  class  before  going  on  to  worship  at  an¬ 
other  church. 

While  the  average  age  is  about  60,  the  class 
does  include  younger  people.  Members  must  be 
at  least  18  to  join,  however,  Mr.  Bonney  said. 

“We  won’t  raid  the  Sunday  school,”  he  said. 

The  radio  broadcast  is  just  the  tip  of  its  minis¬ 


try  iceberg. 

“For  example,  every  Monday  night,  the  Wes¬ 
leymen  man  the  Salvation  Army  soup  wagon,” 
Mr.  Bonney  said.  “And  we  support  10  children 
through  the  Christian  Children’s  Fund.” 

For  several  years  during  the  1930s  the  Wesley¬ 
men  ran  their  own  soup  kitchen  in  Norfolk  and 
provided  medical  and  legal  services  for  the  poor. 

They  started  the  local  Goodwill  Industries  and 
last  Christmas  raised  $5,000  for  the  Salvation  Army. 

The  class,  which  has  its  own  business  office 
and  a  full-time  secretary,  continues  to  fund  its 
own  social-services  program  that  aids  people 
who  need  food,  clothing  and  housing. 

An  extensive  equipment  supply  includes  walk¬ 
ers,  wheelchairs,  hospital  beds  and  other  items, 
which  are  lent  free. 

“We  simply  follow  the  Lord  Jesus,”  Mr.  Bon¬ 
ney  said  of  the  class’  varied  activities. 

Class  objectives  include: 

•  Soul-winnine 
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55  years 

•  Lending  of  a  helping  hand. 

•  Bible  study. 

Busy  as  they  are,  the  Wesleymen  did  pause 
six  years  ago  to  celebrate  the  50th  anniversary 
of  their  radio  broadcasts. 

Among  well-wishers  was  another  old  broad¬ 
caster.  President  Ronald  Reagan,  an  announcer 
for  an  Iowa  radio  station  before  going  on  to  act¬ 
ing  and  political  careers,  told  the  Wesleymen  in 
a  telegram,  “Over  the  years,  your  programs 
have  provided  both  service  and  inspiration  to 
your  community. 

“They  have  served  as  a  model  for  those  who- 
would  render  similar  social  and  religious  ser»- 
vices  to  communities  in  many  parts  of  our  na¬ 
tion.  Congratulations  on  reaching  this  significant 
milestone." 

Associate  Editor  Glen  Larum  wrote  this  article 
based  on  information  provided  by  sources  in 
Norfolk. 


‘In  the  name  of  Christ’ 


Volunteers  serve  on  front  lines  of  battle  against  Third  World  hunger 


By  MARION  JACOBSEN 

BELLEVILLE,  Pa.— Americans  often 
want  to  help  hungry  people  in  this  coun¬ 
try  and  overseas  but  don’t  know  how. 

People  in  Central  Pennsylvania  know 
how.  They’ve  been  doing  it  ecumenically 
for  a  dozen  years. 

Several  days  each  spring,  folks  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  country  gather  at 
A.  J.  Peachey’s  meat-packing  plant  to  can 
beef  for  the  Central  Pennsylvania  World 
Hunger  Association.  It  then  sends  the 
canned  beef  through  channels  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  worldwide. 

The  weeklong  canning  effort  rallied 
more  than  600  unpaid  volunteers  this 
year.  They  turned  out  more  than  15,000 
cans  of  beef,  pork  and  broth— each  can 
labeled  “In  the  name  of  Christ.” 

Work  is  hot,  hard 

Despite  the  upbeat  atmosphere,  this 
front  line  in  the  group’s  battle  against 
hunger  in  Third  World  countries  is  hot, 
hard  work. 

“We  start  canning  at  5  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  we  are  not  done  cleaning 
up  the  canner  iintil  after  10  o’clock  at 
night,”  said  John  Brockett,  a  United 
Methodist  layman  and  charter  member 
of  the  association.  Most  volunteers  work 
two-  to  four-hour  shifts. 

The  World  Hunger  Association  is  an  ecu- 
mencial  project,  including  United  Method¬ 
ists,  Mennonites,  Baptists,  Presbyterians, 
Lutheran,  Amish,  Episcopalians,  members 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 


Volunteers  come  by  vanload  and  bus¬ 
load.  Many  line  up  at  tables  where  they 
strip  big  cuts  of  meat  from  bones.  Others 
carry  buckets  full  of  meat  to  a  grinder 
that  empties  into  100-pound  tubs. 

Tubs— three  at  a  time — are  emptied 
into  the  huge  cooking  vats,  where  the 
meat  is  stirred  for  several  minutes  by 
more  muscular  members  of  the  crew  us¬ 
ing  long  paddles. 

Other  volunteers  scoop  up  the  hot  meat 
to  pack  it  into  cans  moving  along  an  as¬ 
sembly  line.  Steam  fogs  glasses,  and  hot 
broth  drips  onto  black  rubber  gloves. 

“I’m  learning  how  a  big  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  can  get  something  done,”  said  one 
young  man  taking  the  day  off  from  a 
Christian  high  school  in  the  area  to  help. 

Soon  the  five  waist-high  pressure 
cookers  are  each  filled  with  140  cans, 
ready  for  two  hours  of  steam  processing. 

Government  standards  met 

Cans  are  subject  to  the  same  rigid  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  inspection 
any  packing  plant’s  products  must  un¬ 
dergo.  The  canning  project  has  “never 
had  any  problems”  with  contaminated 
beef,  pork  or  broth,  Mr.  Brockett  said. 

The  bulk  of  the  canned  meat  and  broth 
will  be  distributed  in  Third  World  coun¬ 
tries  by  the  Mennonite  Central  Commit¬ 
tee  or  Church  World  Service,  relief  arm 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

About  10  percent  will  be  used  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  region  to  help  victims  of  disasters 
and  local  programs  for  the  hungry  like 
food  banks  and  Meals  on  Wheels. 


Mr.  Brockett,  a  farm  management 
agent  for  the  Pennsylvania  Cooperative 
Extension  Service  in  nearby  Lewistown, 
said  the  canning  project  began  in  1975  as  a 
way  for  farmers  to  counter  a  spate  of  un¬ 
favorable  national  publicity  and  quickly 
grew  into  a  project  designed  to  help  feed 
hungry  people  in  developing  countries. 

“Right  about  that  time,”  he  said, 
"there  was  a  big  news  story  about  farm¬ 
ers  out  in  the  Midwest  who  were  shooting 
calves  and  dumping  them  because  it  cost 
more  to  market  the  calves  than  they 
were  worth. 

“That  wasn’t  really  the  true  picture  of 
the  farmer.” 

Mr.  Brockett  indicated  the  newspaper 
and  television  coverage  suggested  the 
farmers  were  unresponsive  to  accounts 
of  hunger  around  the  world. 

The  Rev.  Richard  W.  Bender,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  then  from  McVey- 
town  but  now  serving  in  Lewisburg,  the 
Rev.  Pete  Greenfield,  an  Episcopal 
priest;  about  25  farmers;  and  a  few  Ex¬ 
tension  Service  agents  were  determined 
to  counter  that  image. 

Mennonites  have  canner 

“Several  of  the  farmers  were  Menno¬ 
nites,”  said  Mr.  Brockett,  “who  knew 
that  the  Mennonite  Central  Committee 
had  a  portable  canner  (which  they  could 
use  to  can  beef  to  distribute).  So,  to  qual¬ 
ify  to  use  the  canner,  they  drew  up  an  as¬ 
sociation  charter  and  elected  officers.” 

They  then  called  on  the  canning  unit 
and  its  volunteer  crew  of  Mennonite 


INGLEWOOD,  Calif  — When  Sharie 
found  out  she  was  pregnant,  she  started 
missing  church. 

“I  felt  nobody  liked  me  for  what  I  had 
done,”  she  told  the  Rev.  Beverly  J.  Sha- 
mana,  her  pastor  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Inglewood. 

“I  was  scared.  I  would  be  giving  a  bad 
example  to  other  teenagers,  so  I 
shouldn’t  come  back  to  church.” 

After  several  weeks  of  parental  urg¬ 
ing,  letters  and  calls  from  youth  leaders 
and  the  pastor,  she  tried  it. 

“Some  of  the  girls  asked  me  questions 
about  getting  pregnant,”  she  told  her 
pastor.  “I  was  still  shaky.  But  everyone 
took  me  back.  I  still  had  my  friends— 
and  the  youth  group.  They  still  cared.” 

Ms.  Shamana  and  youth  leaders  decided 
to  give  Sharie  a  baby  shower.  Not  all 
members  of  the  multi-racial  congrega¬ 
tion— 35  percent  black,  45  percent  white 
and  20  percent  Tongan— thought  that  was 
a  good  idea,  she  says.  They  asked  what 


A  native  of  Tennessee,  she  received 
graduate  education  at  New  York  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  and  worked  at  the 
board  of  education  of  the  former  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  U.S.  from  1937  to  1944. 
During  the  1940s  she  was  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Fellowship  of  Southern 
Churchmen,  a  group  which  worked  for 
racial  and  economic  justice  for  blacks 
and  poor  people. 

In  the  1970s  Dr.  Morton  became  an  ad¬ 
vocate  of  women’s  rights  and  feminist 
theology.  For  many  years  she  was  the 
only  woman  on  the  theology  faculty  of 
United  Methodist-related  Drew  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Madison,  N.J. 

Railey  takes  5th  Amendment 
during  grand  jury  inquiry 

DALLAS— The  Rev.  Walker  Railey, 
40,  invoked  his  Fifth  Amendment  rights 
against  self -incrimination  and  refused  to 
answer  any  of  43  questions  posed  July  29 
by  a  grand  jury  inquiring  into  the  near- 
strangulation  of  his  wife  April  21. 

Dr.  Railey,  who  put  in  a  30-minute  ap¬ 
pearance  before  the  12-member  panel, 
said  afterward  that  he  is  consistently  fol¬ 
lowing  the  advice  of  his  lawyer  to  “say 
nothing.” 

His  attorney,  Doug  Mulder,  presented 
the  grand  jury  with  a  three-page  letter 
outlining  steps  Dr.  Railey  has  taken  with 
police  to  clear  himself  in  the  case. 

The  minister  has  not  been  charged 
with  any  crime,  and,  although  police 
have  sought  to  question  him  about  “in¬ 
consistencies”  in  accounts  of  his  where¬ 
abouts  on  the  night  of  the  attack,  they 
refuse  to  label  him  a  suspect. 

Mrs.  Railey,  38,  has  not  regained  con¬ 
sciousness  since  the  attack  and  remains  in 
a  coma  at  a  Tyler,  Texas,  nursing  home. 


kind  of  message  that  might  send  to  youth. 

Plans  went  quietly  ahead  nonetheless. 
And  on  the  selected  Sunday  night  the 
youth  fellowship  room  was  criss-crossed 
with  paper  streamers,  balloons,  signs 
and  confetti.  A  “God  Bless  You”  cake 
beckoned,  and  a  corner  table  was  cov¬ 
ered  with  gifts. 

“Rev.  Bev,”  as  she  is  known  to  her 
church  youth,  and  some  other  adults 
coming  from  a  “Caring  Ministry  Semi¬ 
nar”  sponsored  in  another  room  of  the 
church  by  the  annual  conference  joined 
the  shower  in  progress.  The  pastor  used 
the  shower  as  a  time  for  special  laying 
on  of  hands,  very  much  like,  she  says, 
other  times  the  congregation  has  done 
for  prayer,  healing,  dedications,  ministry 
and  sendoffs. 

While  she  and  others  laid  hands  on 
Sharie’s  stomach,  Ms.  Shamana  prayed: 

“  . . .  that  you’ll  have  a  quick  and  easy 
delivery  . . .  that  your  baby  will  have  the 
gift  of  music  ...  for  wisdom  and  respon¬ 
sibility  in  Sharie  ...  for  a  strong  and 
healthy  baby  ...  for  a  girl - ” 

Sharie  later  said,  “My  own  shower  was 
the  first  I’d  been  to.  I  had  fun.  I  didn’t 
think  I  was  going  to  get  such  nice  gifts. 
So  many  people  were  there.  I  knew  the 
grownups  cared,  too.” 


The  shower  had  an  impact  on  many, 
others,  too.  Ms.  Shamana  said  one  parent 
told  her,  “This  is  the  first  time  I’ve  real¬ 
ly  talked  plain  to  my  daughter  about  re¬ 
lationships  with  boys.  I  wasn’t  sure  she 
should  come  to  the  shower.” 

Ms.  Shamana  summed  it  up:  “Parents, 
sisters,  brothers,  grandmother,  youth 
leaders  and  pastor  drew  a  circle  of  love 
and  support  around  a  pregnant  girl.” 

Because  of  a  mixup  with  the  hospital, 
Sharie  had  her  baby  alone  10  days  later. 

“That’s  OK,”  she  told  youth  leader  Pat 
Walker.  “This  is  the  first  thing  I’ve  done 
all  by  myself.” 

Sharie  continued,  “I’m  taking  more  re¬ 
sponsibility  now.  I’m  back  in  school.  I’m 
more  mature  and  I’m  trying  to  make 
something  of  my  life.  I  love  my  daughter 
very  much  and  I  want  her  to  do  right,  not 
do  the  things  I  did  at  such  an  early  age.” 

Ms.  Shamana  said  Crystal  Latai  will 
be  baptized  Aug.  9  at  First  Church. 

Out  of  this  experience,  she  asks,  “How 
is  the  church  giving  young  persons  a 
sense  of  accomplishment?  Of  self  pride? 
Of  long-range  goals?” 

Then  she  answers,  “We  have  a  big  job 
to  do.  Fortunately,  we’re  not  alone.  God 
is  moving  among  us.  People  of  like  con¬ 
cern  will  work  with  us.” 


Church  ministers  to  unwed  teen  mother 


BELLEVILLE,  Pa.— For  a  week  each  spring,  Christian  volunteers  put  in  shifts  at  A.  J.  Peachey’s  meat-packing 
plant  for  the  Central  Pennsylvania  World  Hunger  Association’s  annual  beef  canning  project.  These  volunteers— 
nearly  600  took  part  in  this  year’s  effort— are  trimming  cuts  of  meat  to  prepare  it  for  grinding  and  cooking.  More 
than  15,000  cans  of  beef  and  pork  are  distributed  worldwide. 


young  people.  The  crew  travels  for  six 
months  each  year  to  similar  canning  pro¬ 
jects,  making  a  trek  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Kansas  and  back  again,  Mr.  Brockett 
said. 

“The  canning  project  is  only  part  of 
our  work,”  he  said.  Today,  it  is  the  asso¬ 
ciation’s  major  fund-raising  event.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  getting  people  involved,  it 
produces  about  two-thirds  of  the  proj¬ 
ect’s  annual  income. 

This  year,  91  cows  and  several  pigs 
were  donated  by  farmers  or  purchased 
by  churches  in  the  area  to  donate  to  the 
project,  Mr.  Brockett  said.  Some  donated 
stock  are  older  animals,  commonly  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  “canners."  Others  have  been 
culled  from  herds  because  of  physical 
defects. 

Although  the  project  buys  boxes  and 
cans  from  the  Mennonite  Central  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  canner  is  provided  free  of 
charge.  And,  over  the  protests  of  associa¬ 
tion  officials  who  try  to  pay  a  share  of 
the  utility  and  electrical  costs,  the  butch¬ 
ering  plant  makes  a  “significant  contri¬ 
bution,”  Mr.  Brockett  said. 

In  addition  to  the  estimated  150  tons  of 
canned  beef,  pork  and  broth  processed 
over  the  past  12  years,  the  group  has 
worked  with  Heifer  Project  Internation¬ 
al  to  provide  Third  World  farmers  with 
live  heifers,  pigs  and  goats  of  their  own, 
Mr.  Brockett  said.  They  also  have  of¬ 
fered  technical  assistance  through  the 
Church  World  Service  programs  in  fam¬ 
ine  areas. 

Marian  Jacobsen  is  a  free-lance  writer 
from  Lewisburg,  Pa.  Associate  Editor 
Glen  Larum  contributed  to  the  story. 


PHOTOS  COURTESY  OF  THE  LEWISTOWN  (PA.)  SENTINEL 

BELLEVILLE,  Pa.— A  volunteer  with  the  Central  Pennsylvania  World 
Hunger  Association  pushes  a  side  of  beef  toward  the  boning  table  at  A.  J. 
Peachey’s  meat-packing  plant. 


DISCOUNTED  AIR  FARES. .  “t  30% 


TO  EUROPE* 

London 

Manchester 

Paris 

Dusseldorl 

Frankfurt 

Munich 

Zurich/Geneva 


TO  THE  ORIENT* 

Tokyo  $372 

Taipei  *355 

Seoul  $317 

Hong  Kong  $390 

Bangkok  $425 

Singapore  $425 


•One-way  tares  effective  June  1 ,  based  on  roundtrip  travel  on  scheduled  airlines.  Government  lees  and 
taxes  additional  -  S23  roundtrip.  Fares  subject  to  change  Some  restrictions  apply 


Dallas:  747-0551 
Metro:  263-7914 


AIRVALUE 


Houston:  627-1505 
800-482-8282 


Asbury  Theological  Seminary  Announces 

Fall  Enrollment  Available 

Prepare  for  ministry  leadership 

Master  of  Divinity  Master  of  Arts 
Master  of  Theology  Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Missiology  Doctor  of  Philosophy 

(cooperative  with  Univ.  of  Ky.) 

Approved  and  accredited  by  the  Southern  Association  of  Schools 
and  Colleges,  the  Association  of  Theological  Schools  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  the  University  Senate  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Call  Admissions  toll  free 
1  800  2 -ASBURY 
In  Kentucky  (606)  858-3581 

Eastern  time  zone  wilmore,  ky  40390  - 1199 


the  church  today 


Interim  pastor  takes  over 
alter  buyout  attempt  fails 

CLEVELAND,  Ohio— According  to  the 
United  Methodist  “Newscope”  weekly 
newsletter,  new  leadership  and  a  new 
pastor  are  in  place  at  St.  Paul  United 


CLASSIFIED 


CHARLESTON,  WV  Christ  Church  United  Method¬ 
ist  is  seeking  a  full-time  director  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  youth  ministries  to  serve  an  active 
church  of  1 ,600.  Applicant  should  have  a  degree  in 
Christian  education  and  several  years  experience 
in  this  field.  Position  is  available  immediately. 
Salary  and  benefits  are  excellent.  Please  send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to  Dr  E.  David  DuBois, 
Christ  Church  United  Methodist.  Quarrier  and 
Morris  Streets.  Charleston.  West  Virginia  25301 
Telephone  (304)  342-0192 _ 

RELIGION /MINISTRY:  Ordained  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  sought  to  serve  as  chaplain  and  as  an 
instructor  Nine-month  position,  begins  Fall,  1987. 
M.  Div  from  a  nationally  accredited  seminary  and 
an  earned  doctorate  (or  ABD)  required-  The  chap¬ 
lain's  duties  include  campus  ministry  and  teaching 
and/or  development  work.  Send  resume,  letter  of 
interest,  and  a  list  of  three  references  with  phone 
numbers  to:  J  Michael  Jones,  Dean  of  the  College. 
MacMurray  College.  Jacksonville,  IL  62650  An 
equal  opportunity  employer _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  6c 
Youth.  Full-time  posiUoa  Salary  negotiable.  Con¬ 
tact  or  send  resume.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Rev.  W.W.  Story.  900  Wesley  Dr.,  Grove, 
OK  74344  (918)786-5148 _ 

SATELLITE  BEACH.  FLORIDA.  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  has  position  open  for  director  of  youth 
and  children's  ministries  Some  experience  desir¬ 
able.  Send  resume  to  Youth  Coordinator.  450  Lee 
Avenue.  Satellite  Beach,  FL  32937  (305)  777-0116. 
DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION /Youth 
Coordinator.  Part-time  position  for  600-member 
church.  Please  send  resumes  to  Rev.  Bill  Sylskar, 
St.  Stephens  United  Methodist  Church,  Box  14916. 
Albuquerque.  NM  87191. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES.  Full¬ 
time  position  in  suburban  church  of  900  members, 
reponsible  for  developing  program;  providing  re¬ 
sources,  coordination,  leadership  for  lay  volun¬ 
teers.  Prefer  MRE  of  BA  in  Christian  Education 
with  applicable  work  experience.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble  Send  resume  to:  Chairperson.  SPRC.  South  Mi¬ 
ami  UMC.  5999  Ponce  de  Leon.  Miami.  FL  33146. 


Methodist  Church  in  Cleveland  where  a 
majority  of  the  congregation  voted  to  se¬ 
cede  from  the  denomination  (see  UMR, 
July  3). 

The  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Primes  is  serving 
as  interim  pastor  despite  a  protest  over 
his  re-appointment  to  the  church. 

The  95-35  vote  to  withdraw  from  the 
denomination  occurred,  sources  said,  be¬ 
cause  the  pastor  of  four  years,  O.  Friday 
Nwoku,  was  denied  ordination  by  the 
East  Ohio  conference.  The  43-year-old 
black  Nigerian  was  a  deacon  on  proba¬ 
tionary  status  in  the  conference  but  lost 
his  credentials  as  a  UM  minister  June  19. 

The  congregation’s  leaders  asked  to 
purchase  the  church  and  parsonage  from 
the  conference,  but  Bishop  James  S. 
Thomas  (East  Ohio  area)  said  the  proper¬ 
ty  was  not  for  sale.  Several  members 
have  left  the  congregation.  Mr.  Nwoku  is 
holding  services  for  his  supporters  in 
temporary  locations. 

Rural  Fellowship  offering  cash 
prizes  for  stewardship  sermons 

COLUMBIA,  Mo  — Because  farmers 
now  make  up  less  than  three  percent  of 
the  U.S.  population,  the  theme  of  Chris¬ 
tian  stewardship  of  rural  resources  may 
not  have  been  often  emphasized  from 
United  Methodist  pulpits  in  recent  years. 

That's  what  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  believe,  and 
that’s  why  they  are  offering  $1,300  in 
prizes  to  laypeople  and  clergy  for  out¬ 
standing  sermons  which  focus  on  taking 
care  of  the  rural  environment. 

The  contest  is  restricted  to  members 
or  clergy  of  United  Methodist  churches 
in  areas  with  populations  below  10,000, 
said  the  Rev.  Mel  West  of  Columbia,  Mo., 


a  rural  fellowship  field  representative. 
The  sermon  must  have  been  preached  at 
a  worship  service. 

“We  badly  need  to  lift  up  the  role  of 
the  church  in  the  stewardship  of  our  re¬ 
sources,”  Mr.  West  said.  “This  may  help. 
I  think  it  will.” 

First  prize  is  $500;  second  prize,  $300; 
and  10  special  merit  award  winners  will 
receive  $50  each.  Entries  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted  no  later  than  Feb.  1,  1988,  to  the 
UMRF  Field  Office,  108  Balow  Wynd, 
Columbia,  Mo.  65203. 

Judge  denies  bail  request 
for  convicted  UM  minister 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Judge  Whitman 
Knapp  of  the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the 
Southern  District  of  New  York  on  July  27 
denied  bail  for  the  release  of  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  T.  Grady,  United  Methodist 
minister  convicted  of  sexually  assaulting 
five  children. 

Pleading  exceptional  circumstances, 
Michael  H.  Sussman,  Mr.  Grady’s  law¬ 
yer,  had  told  the  court  on  July  22  that 
Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area) 
had  filed  an  affidavit  saying  the  church 
is  willing  to  take  responsibility  for  Mr. 
Grady,  if  he  were  granted  bail,  and  is 
prepared  to  post  collateral. 

The  minister  has  been  incarcerated 
since  May  1986.  He  was  convicted  on  19 
counts  of  sexual  abuse  and  sentenced  to 
15-45  years  in  prison. 

Noted  feminist  theologian 
Nelle  Morton  dies  at  82 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.  (RNS)— Dr. 
Nelle  Morton,  a  noted  feminist  theolo¬ 
gian  and  civil  rights  worker,  died  in 
Claremont  July  14  at  age  82. 
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“I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me 
and  gave  Himself  for  me.”  Galatians  2:20 

This  is  Paul’s  account  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  Christian.  Notice  how  it 
begins,  “I  live  ...  "he  says.  Not  “my  religious  views  are,”  but  “I  live.” 
Christianity  for  Paul  was  not  a  way  of  talking,  it  was  a  way  of  walking.  It 
was  something  that  he  carried  into  every  situation,  into  every  relationship. 
It  was  a  way  of  being  a  brother,  a  friend. 

He  does  not  say,  “I  live  by  the  faith  in  the  Son  of  God  ...”  as  though  Paul 
is  calling  upon  his  readers  to  emulate  his  faith  in  Christ. 

“I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God.”  He  is  not  boasting  about  his  faith  in 
Christ,  he  is  talking  about  Christ’s  faith  in  God. 

That,  and  not  his  own  wavering  faith,  is  what  made  him  a  Christian:  the 
spectacle  of  that  Man  from  Nazareth  through  all  the  thicks  and  thins  of  life, 
obstinately,  doggedly  convinced  of  the  power  of  love  to  overcome  hate,  of 
the  power  of  truth  to  overcome  lies,  of  the  right  to  prevail,  putting  himself 
in  the  hands  of  God  with  trust  and  confidence.  The  faith  of  Christ,  tested  by 
tragedy  and  ending  in  triumph,  this  is  what  gave  Paul  confidence  to  live  like 
a  Son  of  God. 

I  began  by  saying  this  is  only  one  man’s  description  of  what  it  means  to  be 
a  Christian,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  wonderfully  illuminating  description. 

And  what  other  has  produced  such  a  luminous  description  of  what  it 
means  to  behave  like  a  Christian?  “I  am  crucified  with  Christ”  (not  that 
Christ  was  crucified  for  me  and  I  am  let  off)  —  but  “I  am  crucified  with 
Christ;  nevertheless  I  live,  yet  not  I  but  Christ  liveth  in  me.” 

The  Christian  life  is  one  in  which  the  self  is  subordinated  (crucified)  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  the  Will  of  God! 


Pastoral  Crisis  Counseling  Offered 


A  specialized  counseling  approach  to 
crisis  situations  will  be  offered  for 
clergy  and  other  professional  persons  at 
Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital  begin¬ 
ning  Monday,  August  24,  1987,  according 
to  Chaplain  Roland  K.  Friedrich,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Clinical  Pastoral  Training  pro¬ 
gram. 

Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is  on  the 
Chaplaincy  staff  at  Central  as  Seminary 
Consultant,  will  participate  in  some  of 
the  seminars.  Specific  emphasis  will  be 
given  to  learning  specialized  counseling 
approaches  to  persons  who  may  be  in 
crisis  situation.  Focus  will  be  directed  on 
crises  related  to  death,  violence,  divorce, 
substance  abuse  and  suicide,  as  well  as 
religion. 


Three  primary  objectives  of  this 
course  will  be:  (1)  to  gain  insight,  tech¬ 
niques  and  methods  of  interpersonal  en¬ 
counter  so  as  to  offer  an  effective 
Christian  (caring)  ministry  to  people  in 
crisis;  (2)  to  gain  a  better  understanding 
of  the  behavior  of  people  and  become 
more  effective  in  finding  possible  alter¬ 
natives  or  solutions  to  the  crisis;  and  (3) 
to  develop  a  close  working  relationship 
with  professional  hospital  staff  by  par¬ 
ticipating  with  a  psychiatric  treatment 
team. 

For  more  information,  interested  per¬ 
sons  may  call  (318)  484-6357  or  write 
Friedrich  at  Central  Hospital,  P.O.  Box 
5031,  Pineville,  LA  71361-5031. 


Potato  Project  Feeds  America’s  Poor 


With  grocery  costs  getting  higher  and 
higher,  it’s  hard  to  believe  there  could  be 
such  a  thing  as  a  meal  for  one  cent.  But, 
one  cent  buys  one  average  size  potato  de¬ 
livered  to  a  food  shelter  by  the  Potato 
Project,  Inc.  And  such  a  potato  makes  a 
nourishing  meal  for  someone  truly 
hungry.  It  is  possible  because  the  pota¬ 
toes  in  this  program  are  free  —  donated 


by  farmers  in  a  dozen  or  so  potato  grow¬ 
ing  states.  They  are  cull  potatoes,  just  as 
tasty  and  nutritious  as  others,  but  be¬ 
cause  of  odd  shape  or  damage  from  dig¬ 
ging  machines,  they  are  unsuitable  for 
processing  and  normally  dumped  or 
plowed  under  by  the  farmer.  Major  costs 
of  the  program,  therefore,  are  bagging 
and  transportation  from  farms  to  food 
warehouses,  soup  kitchens  and  Indian 
reservations. 

2.9  cents  was  the  cost  in  1985,  of  each 
pound  of  potatoes  delivered  to  food  shel¬ 
ters  by  the  Potato  Project.  And  of  the 
project’s  total  expenses  —  including  la¬ 
bor,  bags,  transportation  and  adminis¬ 
trative,  less  than  16  cents  of  each  dollar 
went  toward  overhead  costs:  salaries,  of¬ 
fice  expense,  travel,  telephone  and  utili¬ 
ties.  In  nutrition,  the  value  is  even 
greater.  The  potato  yields  more  nutri¬ 
ents  in  less  space  then  any  other  food. 
And  it  contains  a  wide  variety  of  nutri¬ 
tional  elements. 

The  Potato  Project  was  started  three- 
and-a-half  years  ago  as  an  eight  week 
special  ministry  by  two  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters  in  Virginia.  Efforts  were  confined  to 
a  few  Virginia  cities  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  ‘‘Somehow  we  just  never 
stopped,”  says  one  of  the  founders.  To 
date,  fund  raising  has  been  confined  al¬ 


most  entirely  to  church  groups,  but  now 
the  program  has  shown  enough  potential 
to  justify  a  much  expanded  operation.  In 
1985,  just  two  years  after  the  program 
was  started,  nearly  17  million  pounds  of 
potatoes  were  distributed  to  food  shel¬ 
ters  in  47  states.  While  world  hunger  is 
being  attacked  by  a  number  of  agencies, 
there  are  20  million  people  in  our  own 
country  without  enough  to  eat  and  the 
Potato  Project  is  dedicated  entirely  to 
their  needs.  From  the  potato  supply 
standpoint,  the  project’s  future  is  almost 
unlimited.  In  fact,  farmers  willing  to  do¬ 
nate  potatoes  sometimes  have  to  be 
turned  down  because  funds  aren’t  avail¬ 
able  for  transportation.  So,  the  search 
for  funds  must  be  widened. 

The  Revs.  Ray  Buchanan  and  Kenneth 
Horne,  founders  of  the  Potato  Project, 
are  both  Methodist  ministers  and  are 
graduates  of  the  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Wake  Forest, 
N.C.  It  was  there  that  the  two  met  and 
became  fast  friends.  The  ministers,  both 
Vietnam  veterans,  have  given  up  the  pas¬ 
toral  ministry  to  devote  full  time  to  the 
Project.  They  continue  as  two  of  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  three  administrators.  The  third  is 
Ken's  brother,  David  Horne.  With  two 
clerical  assistants,  these  men  handle  all 
the  chores,  contact  with  the  farmers  and 


food  shelters,  arrangements  for  ship¬ 
ments  and  fund  raising.  Their  lean  oper¬ 
ation  is  still  headquartered  in  a 
renovated  sheep  shed  near  the  rural 
community  of  Big  Island,  Virginia. 

In  four  years,  the  Potato  Project  has 
saved  over  50  million  pounds  of  potatoes 
from  the  dump  and  has  given  them  to 
help  feed  the  poor  throughout  America. 

Rev.  Horne  has  informed  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist  that  the  Potato 
Project  has  been  offered  a  challenge 
grant  of  $50  thousand.  As  soon  as  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  St.  Andrew’s  is  able  to  raise  $50 
thousand  to  match  this  grant,  a  $50  thou¬ 
sand  check  will  be  sent  to  them,  thus  en¬ 
abling  the  Society  to  have  $100,000  to  place 
in  the  1987  budget.  This  in  turn  will  make 
it  possible  for  them  to  salvage  three  mil¬ 
lion  pounds  of  potatoes  and  millions  of 
America’s  poor  can  be  fed. 

Many  churches  throughout  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  participate  in  the  Potato 
Project,  which  is  a  National  Advance 
Special  of  the  Methodist  denomination. 

Food  Banks  and  Church  Pantry  Pro¬ 
grams  in  Louisiana  have  received 
226,760  pounds  of  potatoes  for  use  in 
their  programs. 

There  is  much  need  for  help  with  this 
worthwhile  effort  and  local  churches  are 
urged  to  participate  in  this  program. 


Abbeville’s  Donna  Pierce  Tours  with  International  Youth  Chorale 


SMILING  SINGER  -  Donna  Pierce  of  Abbeville  United  Methodist  Church  was 
chosen  to  participate  in  an  international  Methodist  Youth  Chorale  tour,  which  cov¬ 
ered  England  and  Wales. 


Abbeville  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  Louisiana  Conference  were  rep¬ 
resented  internationally  during  the 
Methodist  Youth  Chorale  tour. 


Miss  Donna  Pierce  was  the  only  Loui¬ 
sianian  on  the  tour,  and  was  one  of  47 
singers,  ages  16-22,  who  were  chosen 
from  United  Methodist  Churches  across 
the  United  States. 

The  concert  tour,  which  covered  En¬ 
gland  and  Wales,  was  directed  by  nation- 
musical  composer -and 
conductor  Dr.  Carlton  R.  Young.  Dr. 
Young  selected  the  singers,  arranged  the 
music,  trained  the  singers  as  a  group  and 
led  them  on  the  two  week  tour  which 
covered  many  historic  sites.  The  group 
sang  in  Westminster  Abbey,  Salisbury 
Cathedral,  Lincoln  Cathedral,  Clifton  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Cathedral,  as  well  as  in  nu- 
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merous  Methodist  Churches  throughout 
England  and  Wales. 

As  part  of  their  tour,  the  Chorale  was 
able  to  see  Shakespeare’s  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  Robin  Hood’s  Sherwood  Forest, 
John  Wesley’s  Chapel  and  Margaret 
Thatcher’s  House  of  Parliament,  as  well 
as  Cambridge  University,  Buckingham 
Palace  and  many  other  fantastic  places. 

Donna,  the  daughter  of  Alvin  and  Gloria 
Pierce  of  Abbeville,  was  also  able  to  see 
Nancy  and  Arthur  Bacon,  who  live  in 
Wrexham,  Wales,  whom  she  met  in  Abbe¬ 
ville  this  past  spring  while  they  were  vis¬ 
iting  the  United  States  and  touring  South 
Louisiana.  The  Bacons  had  given  Donna 
their  address  and  invited  her  to  call 
them  during  her  tour. 

So,  if  anyone  in  England  or  Wales 
knows  where  Abbeville  is,  the  credit  goes 
to  Donna  Pierce. 


Around  the  Conference 


NEW  GROUP  AT  CROSS  ROADS  UMC  —  These  ladies  are  members  of  the  new 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Unit  at  Cross  Roads  UMC.  The  installation  of  officers 
was  held  at  the  church.  The  officers  are  as  follows:  Dorothy  Grow,  secretary  of  pro¬ 
gram  resources;  Mary  Johnson,  president;  Elsie  Madden,  vice  president;  Katherine 
Foster,  treasurer;  Sara  McKissack,  secretary;  Jeannie  Wimberly,  chairperson  com¬ 
mittee  on  nominations.  Rev.  Donald  Johnson  is  the  pastor  at  Cross  Roads. 


A  JOB  WELL  DONE  —  A  Sunday  School  Teacher  and  Workers  Appreciation  Din¬ 
ner  was  held  at  the  Ellerbe  Road  UMC,  Shreveport,  with  each  teacher  and  worker 
receiving  a  certificate  of  appreciation.  Pictured  is  Mrs.  Billie  Ferderick,  teacher  of 
the  Elementary  II  class  receiving  her  certificate  from  Dr.  B.  A.  Galloway,  pastor  at 
Ellerbe  Road. 


Lee  Speaks  at  Perkins’  Graduation 

Dr.  John  M.  Lee,  pastor  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bossier  City, 
preached  at  the  1987  graduation  for  the 
Course  of  Study  School  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  in  Dallas.  The  service  was 
held  in  the  Perkins  Chapel,  the  evening 
of  August  6. 

Dr  Lee  is  a  graduate  of  the  Course  of 
Study  School,  1961,  and  also  the  Advance 
Studies,  1963.  He  did  his  undergraduate 
studies  at  Centenary  College  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  Master  of  Theology  from  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University.  Dr.  Lee  earned  his 
Doctor  of  Ministry  from  the  Drew  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  at  Drew  University  in 
Madison,  New  Jersey. 

At  the  present  time,  Dr.  Lee  serves  as 
the  Registrar  for  the  Committee  on  As¬ 
sociate  Members  and  Local  Pastors  for 
the  Conference  Board  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry. 


Death 

Mrs.  Evelyn  G.  Bell,  wife  of  retired  minister  Rev.  Clark  Warren  Bell,  died  July 
25,  1987.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  New  Albany,  Mississippi  on  Monday, 
July  27. 


LOTS  OF  HARD  WORK  —  These  members  of  Pollock 
United  Methodist  Church  gathered  to  take  the  old  roof  off  of 
the  church,  prior  to  a  contractor  putting  a  new  one  on.  The 
men  are  pictured  in  front  of  the  church  and  the  women  are  in 


front  of  the  fellowship  hall.  The  women  spent  time  preparing 
a  brunch  meal  for  the  hard  workers.  Rev.  Bryant  Gore  is  the 
pastor  at  Pollock  UMC. 


ENJOYING  ICE  CREAM  AND  FEL¬ 
LOWSHIP  -  The  13th  Annual  Ice 
Cream  Social  for  all  retirement  centers 
and  nursing  homes  in  the  Shreveport- 
Bossier  area  was  held  at  the  Broadmoor 
UMC  of  Shreveport.  More  than  250  gath¬ 
ered  for  the  social  and  one  of  the  high¬ 
lights  of  the  event  was  the  presentation 
of  dolls  to  each  group  present  by  Tottie 
Young  and  her  XYZ  (Extra  Years  of 
Zest)  group.  This  was  sponsored  by  the 
Church  and  Society  Work  Area  of 
Broadmoor  Church,  Ed  Blanton,  chair¬ 
man. 


Louisiana  Heritage  Tour  Scheduled 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  will  be  the  lectur¬ 
er  for  a  special  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  Pastor’s  School,  Au¬ 
gust  2-9,  1988,  in  Great  Britain.  The 
theme  of  the  special  event,  celebrating 
the  250th  anniversary  of  the  Aldersgate 
Experience  of  John  Wesley,  will  be  “Our 
Methodist  Heritage.” 

The  special  session  of  the  Pastor’s 
School  will  be  in  connection  with  a  tour 
planned  for  Louisiana  Methodists  by 
Educational  Opportunities,  Inc.  The  edu¬ 
cational  tour  will  be  open  to  both  laity 
and  ministers. 

On  August  2,  the  tour  group  will  de¬ 
part  from  New  Orleans  for  London.  In¬ 
cluded  in  the  tour  beyond  London  will  be 
Windsor,  Oxford,  Coventry,  Stratford, 


Bristol,  Pill,  Cardiff,  Epworth,  Birming¬ 
ham,  and  Gloucester.  A  seven-day  exten¬ 
sion  tour  is  optional  which  includes  York, 
Durham,  Melrose,  Glasgow,  Edinburgh, 
Trossachs,  Stirling,  Blantyre,  Liverpool, 
Northern  Wales  and  Shrewsbury. 

From  the  educational  tour  experience, 
one  will  carry  with  them  for  years  to 
come  pleasant  memories  and  a  new  ap¬ 
preciation  for  “Our  Methodist  Heritage.” 

The  cost  of  the  basic  tour  from  New 
Orleans  is  $1,398.  For  a  detailed  descrip¬ 
tion  of  all  the  interesting  places  included 
in  the  “Methodist  Heritage  Tour.”  Inter¬ 
ested  persons  can  write:  Methodist  Heri¬ 
tage  Event,  P.O  Box  3057,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA.  70821,  or  call  (504)  346-1646  and  ask 
for  information  on  the  “Methodist  Heri¬ 
tage”  to  be  mailed  to  you. 
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Letting  athletes  off  hook:  Fumble!  Misleading  stats  add  up  to  false  conclusion 


Time  out,  coach! 

Purdue  University  head  football  coach 
Fred  Akers  recently  was  quoted  saying 
"society  is  to  blame”  for  the  problems  of 
professional  football  player  Mossy  Cade. 

Mr.  Cade  was  sentenced  to  two  years 
in  prison  for  sexually  assaulting  a  wom¬ 
an  in  his  home.  The  Green  Bay  Packers 
cornerback  played  college  football  under 
Coach  Akers  at  the  University  of  Texas. 

Coach  Akers  said  that  Mr.  Cade  was 
hurt  by  a  woman  attracted  to  the  money 
and  success  of  a  professional  athlete. 

“High-dollar  athletes  are  targets,” 
Coach  Akers  said.  “Unfortunately,  that’s 
the  way  people  are.  When  you’re  an  ath¬ 
lete,  everybody  wants  a  piece  of  you.” 

We  have  little  patience  with  such  ex¬ 
cuses  for  the  reprehensible  behavior  of 
Mossy  Cade  or  anyone  who  violates  basic 
norms  of  decency.  No  "society  made  him 
do  it”  rationalization  can  or  should  con¬ 
ceal  the  truth:  Mossy  Cade  voluntarily 
chose  to  assault  a  woman. 

It’s  contemptuous  to  imply,  as  Coach 
Akers  does,  that  Mr.  Cade  deserves  sym¬ 
pathy  because  he  was  "hurt”  by  the  vic¬ 
tim’s  attraction  to  his  wealth. 

We’re  weary  of  such  pandering  to  and 
pampering  of  professional  and  college 
athletes  who  violate  moral  and  societal 
norms.  For  example,  professional  sports 
executives  talk  a  tough  line  in  opposition 
to  illegal  drug  use  among  athletes.  But 
seemingly  automatic  extensions  of  mul¬ 
tiple  "chances”  to  known  offenders  send 
the  message  that  the  tough  talk  is  mere¬ 
ly  that:  talk. 

The  disturbing  impression  made  by 
such  kid  gloves  treatment  of  errant  ath¬ 
letes  is  that  if  they  play  well  on  the  field, 
they  are  exempt  from  rules  off  the  field. 

Equally  disturbing,  such  permissiveness 
is  blatantly  self-serving.  How  else  can 
coaches,  athletic  departments  and  profes¬ 


sional  sports  organizations  justify  looking 
the  other  way?  By  doing  so,  they  avoid 
dealing  with  the  low-life  behavior  they  tol¬ 
erate  just  to  field  a  winning  team. 

How  much  more  convenient  it  is  to  say, 
"It's  not  the  athlete’s  fault.  Society  (or  a 
girlfriend  or  a  business  agent  or  family 
upbringing  or  the  devil)  made  him  do  it.” 

We  as  Christians  should  not  shrug  off 
such  doubletalk  as  harmless  rhetoric.  Such 
rationalizations  by  and  on  behalf  of  ath¬ 
letes  in  the  public  limelight  make  a  mock¬ 
ery  of  values  of  individual  responsibility 
and  accountability.  They  also  promote  a 
pervasive  “beat  the  rap”  moral  climate 
that  infects  individuals  and  institutions. 

The  willingness  to  say  "I  did  it”  when  we 
knowingly  do  wrong  is  basic  to  the  spiritual 
well-being  of  persons  and  societies.  Owning 
up  to  our  actions  makes  repentance  possi¬ 
ble:  leaving  old  ways  behind  so  that  fresh 
starts  can  be  made.  And  acknowledgment 
of  our  sins  and  wrongdoing  opens  us  to  the 
healing  forgiveness  of  God  and  others. 

Consequently,  we  do  athletes  no  fa¬ 
vors— or  anyone,  including  ourselves,  for 
that  matter— when  we  let  them  off  the 
hook  for  their  immoral  or  illegal  behavior. 

Errant  athletes,  like  all  wrongdoers, 
deserve  our  concern  and  our  prayers.  We 
benefit  them  and  society,  however,  when 
we  hold  them  accountable  for  their  ac¬ 
tions.  That  includes  letting  them  know 
that  their  on-field  talents  don’t  give  them 
off-field  license  to  break  either  God’s  or 
society’s  laws. 

And  we  should  remind  people  like 
Coach  Akers  who  seem  reluctant  to  insist 
on  such  personal  accountability  of  the 
continuing  validity  of  an  age-old  insight: 

If  people  are  willing  to  "own"  their 
successes,  they  should  be  similarly  willing 
to  own  their  failures.  That’s  called 
character,  and  it  should  matter  deeply  to 
us  whatever  game  in  life  we  play. 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Reporter’s  July  31  issue  the  Rev. 
George  Hunter  is  reported  as  charging 
that  “a  denomination’s  per-capita  over¬ 
seas  missionary  force  correlates  strongly 
with  its  growth  or  decline  rate  at  home.” 

A  statistical  list  accompanied  the  re¬ 
port  showing  30  North  American  denom¬ 
inations  and  the  missionaries  per  capita 
for  each.  United  Methodists  are  third 
from  the  bottom.  The  implication  is  that 
United  Methodists  are  failing  in  their 
world  outreach. 

These  statistics  are  misleading. 

Our  mainline  denominational  missions 
have  been  working  since  the  1920s  to 
eliminate  the  need  for  large  numbers  of 
expatriate  missionaries  undergirding 
overseas  mission  churches. 

It  was  a  day  of  achievement  for  me  as 
a  missionary  when  a  former  national 
student  of  mine  was  able  to  take  over  my 
job.  Mission  churches  of  yesterday  are 
independent  churches  today.  Nationals 
head  up  the  responsibilities  once  carried 


by  missionaries. 

Missionaries  now  serving  do  so,  for  the 
most  part,  as  advisers  and  associates. 
Thus  a  statistical  table,  to  be  meaning¬ 
ful,  should  carry  a  column  showing  the 
proportion  of  national  workers  to  mis¬ 
sionary  expatriates.  If  this  information 
were  to  be  given,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  would  be  up  near  the  top  of  the 
list,  not  near  the  bottom. 

Using  a  misleading  statistical  table  to 
explain  the  declining  membership  of  a 
denomination  results  in  a  misleading 
conclusion.  „  ^ 

Harry  D.  Brown 
Claremont,  California 

Bad  news  bearers:  enough 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  line  to  let  you  know  that  I  for 
one  am  getting  tired  of  the  reruns  of 
George  Hunter  and  the  bad  news  bearers 
(see  UMR,  July  31). 

The  charismatic  movement  has  noth¬ 
ing  to  offer  the  United  Methodist  Church 


except  a  myopic  vision  of  today’s  world. 

First,  let’s  get  the  past  straight.  John 
Wesley  did  not  found  the  Methodist 
Church:  he  was  never  a  member  of  it. 

The  Methodist  movement  which  he  did 
found  was  a  liberal  movement.  Anyone 
who  has  any  doubt  of  this  should  look  up 
the  word  “liberal”  in  the  dictionary. 
Words  do  not  mean  what  one  wishes 
them  to  mean. 

The  missionary  erased  the  concept  of 
aliens  and  now  is  not  needed  any  more. 
People  need  ministers,  to  care,  and  heal 
and  love.  The  jungles  are  now  national 
parks  and  the  Pygmies  sell  ethnic  items 
to  the  tourists.  The  calling  today  is  from 
human  heart  to  human  heart. 

Read  the  catalog  of  mission  projects  and 
see  that  our  church  is  right  on!  The  great 
white  hunter  went  out  with  the  elephant 
gun.  Let  ’em  come  on  down  here  and  help 
me  scrounge  for  food  for  those  whose  food 
stamps  didn’t  last,  or  haul  a  drunk  home. 

Ridicule  me,  but  not  my  church.  It  is  a 
part  of  the  body  of  Christ,  and  is  well. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


THEY  DECLINE  ALMOST 
EVERYTHIN!?  X  ASK 
THEM  TO  DO- 


My  Witness 


God’s  grace  can  flow  through  all  sorts  of  ministers 


By  MARK  WILEY 

The  line  between  good  and  evil  is  so 
commonplace  that  it  appears  no  differ¬ 
ent  than  crossing  the  yellow  line  or  jay¬ 
walking  in  the  ~ 

middle  of  the  street. 

Evil  is  blatant  and 
obvious  only  in  its  . 
most  malevolent  and  | 
horrifying  incarna¬ 
tions.  Far  more  fre-  I 
quently,  evil  seduces, 
rationalizes,  and  ap-  • 
peals  to  a  “higher  Mark  Wiley 
good.”  The  nature  of  evil  is  the  big  lie: 
disguising  vice  as  a  virtue,  defensiveness 
to  the  point  of  self-deception  and  a  kind 
of  moral  numbness. 


The  media  have  been  full  of  reports 
about  ministers  (or  children  of  ministers) 
who  have  fallen  from  goodness.  Their  de¬ 
cline  was  subtle,  but  their  fall  was  rapid. 

Evil  tightens  grip  slowly 

Evil  tightens  its  grip  slowly,  reshaping 
perceptions  to  justify  its  existence  only 
in  microscopic  increments.  The  Bakkers 
appear  to  have  been  seduced  by  the  lure 
of  money,  sex  and  drugs.  Oral  Roberts 
appears  to  have  been  lured  into  follow¬ 
ing  a  money-hungry,  life-threatening 
God.  Once  again,  mega  bucks  corrupts 
metaphysics  and  morality. 

The  most  disturbing  of  all  was  the 
minister  in  the  TV  movie,  "Murder  Or¬ 
dained.”  The  movie  was  billed  as  a  "man 


of  God  meeting  a  woman  of  lust.”  Yuk! 
As  my  wife  pointed  out,  he  was  lusting, 
too.  Although  adultery  was  not  the  worst 
of  their  sins  (they  end  up  killing  their  re¬ 
spective  spouses),  it  was  the  beginning  of 
their  slide  into  sin.  Their  desire  turns 
lustful,  their  passion  becomes  obsessive, 
their  love  becomes  evil. 

Of  course,  we  should  not  be  so  sur¬ 
prised.  Gone  are  the  days  of  ministers  as 
paragons  of  moral  virtue.  I’m  not  sure 
when  those  days  ever  existed. 

During  the  third  century  the  church 
had  to  decide  if  the  sacraments  were  val¬ 
id  if  the  minister  officiating  had  willfully 
committed  immoral  or  uncharitable  ac¬ 
tions.  It  decided  that  the  sacraments 
were  dependent  upon  God’s  grace,  not 


the  character  of  the  persons  officiating. 

So,  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  the 
church  has  always  been  led  by  ministers 
whose  actions  have  been  at  least  as  sin¬ 
ful  as  those  of  persons  in  the  congregations. 

But  what  are  they  to  model? 

Yes,  I  know  ministers  are  to  be  models 
of  Christian  living.  But  what  are  minis¬ 
ters  to  model?  Are  they  models  of  moral¬ 
ity  which  even  congregation  members  do 
not  embody? 

Or,  are  they  models  of  vulnerability 
which  their  failures  and  struggles  offer  a 
source  of  hope  and  wisdom? 

Or  are  they  models  of  God’s  incarna¬ 
tion  in  which  grace  transforms  the  ordi¬ 
nary  into  the  miraculous? 


Thank  you,  God,  for  clergy  who  show  us  You 


By  SARAH  KREUTZIGER 

It  was  Dear.,  all  right.  The  stubble 
whose  style  he  had  called  "early  hick” 
with  his  characteristic  sense  of  humor 
was  growing  back  on  his  shaved  head, 
but  his  face  and  pose  were  as  recogniz¬ 
able  as  any  of  my  family’s. 

His  wife,  Sandra,  had  sent  me  the  pic¬ 
ture  and  accompanying  article  from  the 
“Gainesville  Sun”  and  passed  on  his  re¬ 
mark  that  this  was  a  heck  of  a  way  to 
make  front  page. 

Dr.  0.  Dean  Martin,  pastor  for  12  Vi 
years  at  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Gainesville,  Fla.,  had  been  giv¬ 
en  the  news  that  he  had  a  malignant,  in¬ 
operable  brain  tumor.  The  total 
community  was  in  shock. 

Prayer  watches.and  vigils  were  sched¬ 
uled  at  local  Protestant  churches,  an  all¬ 
day  healing  service  was  conducted  at  a 


Catholic  church,  and  usually  secular 
newspaper  columnists  were  calling  for 
prayer  in  this  sophisticated  university 
city  for  a  man  they 
knew  additionally  as 
chaplain  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Florida 
football  team. 

I  wasn’t  surprised. 

In  the  five  years  I 
had  been  a  member 
at  Trinity  before 
moving  eight  years  Sarah  Kreutziger 
ago  to  Louisiana,  I  had  gotten  used  to  the 
outpouring  of  love  that  Dean  inspired  in 
his  remarkable  ministry. 

I  remembered  our  small,  dispirited 


church  before  he  came.  I  recalled  how  he 
preached  to  us  of  hope,  of  commitment 
and  of  prayer  until  we  caught  his  vision 
and  responded.  In  three  years  we  had 
1,900  members.  In  five  years  we  built  the 
650-seat  sanctuary  that  currently  serves 
2,700  members  and  thousands  more  in  its 
outreach  and  mission  programs. 

This  great  ability  to  motivate  comes 
partly  from  his  extraordinary  preaching 
ability.  But  his  greatest  witness  lies 
within  a  personal  faith  hewn  from  the 
same  granite  quarry  that  produces  all 
great  builders  of  Christ’s  kingdom. 

Dean  Martin  pulled  me,  as  he  pulls  oth¬ 
ers,  out  of  the  lazy,  meandering  stream  of 
nominal  Christianity  by  challenging  us  to 


join  him  in  the  harder  but  more  reward¬ 
ing  climb  to  the  foot  of  the  cross. 

We  who  follow  are  frightened  that 
Dean  will  not  be  able  to  continue  the 
journey  here  with  us.  But  he  has  done  his 
work  well.  We  have  seen  the  face  of 
Christ  in  his  life  and  we  cannot  turn 
back. 

Dean,  meanwhile,  remains  at  peace 
with  his  life-threatening  illness.  As  he 
says,  “If  God  wants  to  perform  a  mirac¬ 
ulous  healing,  He’ll  have  to  interrupt  me 
because  I  plan  to  keep  on  working!” 

He  will,  too.  And  so  will  we.  Thank 
you,  Dean,  for  your  ministry.  Thank  you, 
God,  for  Dean,  and  for  all  the  others  who 
let  us  see  You  in  them. 


I  believe  the  church  has  always  been 
led  and  administered  by  ministers  whose 
skills  were  negligible,  whose  intentions 
dubious,  and  whose  morality  was  sus¬ 
pect.  But  God’s  grace  still  reaches  out 
through  these  persons  to  heal,  to  make 
new  disciples,  to  forgive  and  to  continue 
building  God’s  kingdom. 

As  for  myself,  I  am  well  aware  that  I 
make  mistakes,  set  wrong  priorities  and 
hurt  people  by  word  and  deed.  But  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  God  continues  to  work  through 
me— often  transforming  a  mistake  into  a 
miracle. 

I  constantly  need  to  remind  myself 
that  my  ministry  is  not  so  much  validat¬ 
ed  by  what  I  do  or  don’t  do,  but  by  what 
God  does  in  and  through  me.  And  by  the 
same  token,  even  those  who  fall  may  be¬ 
come  witnesses  for  God’s  redemptive 
character. 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life. 

The  Rev.  Mark  Wiley  is  pastor  of 
Point  Loma  United  Methodist  Church  in 
San  Diego,  Calif.  ( California-Pacific  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Sarah  Kreutziger  is  a  member  of  Mun- 
holland  United  Methodist  Church  in  Me¬ 
tairie,  La.  (Louisiana  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Was  Martin  Boehm  our  church’s  first  bishop? 


By  ABRAM  W.  SANGREY 

The  “grave  marker”  shown  to  the 
right  contains  the  inscription  on  the  orig¬ 
inal  stone  that  stood  in  historic  Boehm’s 
Chapel  cemetery  in  Lancaster  County, 
P, .,  until  it  was  re¬ 
placed  in  1929. 

Tne  official  list 
that’s  in  the  1984  w  , 

Book  of  Discipline  k 

places  Martin  Boehm  x  y 

fifth  among  the  bish¬ 
ops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

It’s  a  fascinating  Abram  Sangrey 
idea,  however,  and  much  more  than  just  a 
gag,  to  suggest  that  we  take  a  second  look 
at  the  top  of  that  list. 

Listing  puts  Boehm  at  1800 

True,  Francis  Asbury  and  Thomas 
Coke  were  consecrated  in  1784.  The  list¬ 
ing  goes  on  then  to  put  Richard  What- 
coat,  Philip  William  Otterbein  and 
Martin  Boehm  as  third,  fourth  and  fifth 
respectively,  all  dated  1800. 

But  another  view  and  a  more  dynamic 
interpretation  of  ordination  might  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  name  of  Martin  Boehm  be 
considered  first  in  that  listing:  first  in 
the  church  (especially  since  our  union  in 
1968);  first  in  the  hearts  of  many  of  the 
sisters  and  brothers  in  the  colonies  (his 
was  a  true  ecumenical  spirit);  and  first 
in  years  (he  is  the  oldest). 

When  the  Mennonite  Church,  meeting 
at  the  Byerland  Church  in  Lancaster 
County  as  was  its  custom,  selected  Mar¬ 
tin  Boehm  to  be  bishop  in  1759  it  was  act¬ 
ing  on  behalf  of  the  Apostles.  The 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  recognized 
that  selection.  Martin  Boehm  functioned 
as  a  bishop  for  25  years  prior  to  1784. 

At  the  gathering  of  the  faithful — 
sometimes  in  churches,  groves,  barns, 
school  houses,  public  places,  and  above 


Here  lie  the  remains  of  the  Rev’d  Martin  Boehm, 
who  departed  this  life  (after  a  short  illness) 
March  23rd.  1812.  in  the  87th  year  of  his  age 
Fifty-five  years  he  freely  preached  the  gospel  to 
thousands  and  labored  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  in  Pennsylvania.  Maryland,  and  Virginia, 
among  many  denominations  of  Christians,  but 
particularly  the  Mennomtes.  United  Brethren  and 
Methodists,  with  the  last  of  whom  he  lived  and 
died  m  fellowship 

He  not  only  gave  himself  and  his  services  to  the 
church,  but  also  fed  the  Lord's  prophets  and 
people  by  the  multitudes 
He  was  an  Israelite  indeed  in  whom  was  no  guile 
His  end  was  peace 


all  in  the  house— "sacramental  meet¬ 
ings”  were  widely  held. 

At  such  meetings,  25  years  before 
Francis  Asbury  took  authority  to  fulfill 
Jesus’  command  (Matthew  28:19),  the 
Lord  was  blessing  the  bread  and  the  cup 
at  Martin  Boehm’s  hands.  Disciples  were 
being  baptized  and  faith  was  being  con¬ 
firmed. 

These  are  the  congregations  and  these 
are  the  same  people  who  in  1800  were 
designated  by  the  Methodist  Church  as 
local  churches  under  the  care  and  disci¬ 
pline  of  the  United  Brethren. 

In  1968  they  were  numbered  with  the 
local  churches  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Three  other  questions 

Three  other  questions  lend  excitement 
to  the  idea  that  Martin  Boehm  was  the 
first  Methodist  bishop. 

Can  we  manage  the  emerging  history 
report  of  our  great  church? 


What  about  that  singular  test  of  the  ec¬ 
umenical  spirit,  namely,  do  we  recognize 
and  affirm  interdenominational  ordina¬ 
tion? 

And,  are  we  serious  about  the  full  im- 


Protestant 


Lord,  let  me  never  be  considered 
complacent. 

Let  who  I  am  be  who  I  act  as 
Let  me 

irritate  and  activate 
goad  and  educate 

Let  me  never  wish  things  to  remain  as 
they  are 

do  things  as  they  have  always  been 
done 

Let  me  be  a  window 
a  door 

letting  in  air  and  light 
rain  and  dust  and  sand 
and  tangy  sea  air 


The  world  is  ill,  and  in  the  method  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  I  see  the  only 
hope  for  change. 

God  is  change,  not  regression! 

David  R.  Adair 
Tahlequah,  Oklahoma 

Pastor  left  his  mark 

To  the  Editor: 

Glen  Larum’s  article  several  weeks 
ago  in  the  “The  Church  Aflame”  series 
was  a  gracious  account  of  the  ministry 
within  our  congregation  here  in  Wichita 
(see  UMR,  June  26). 

We  appreciate  the  Reporter  taking  the 
initiative  to  tell  the  story  of  a  variety  of 
congregations  that  are  doing  distinctive 
ministry  in  the  cause  of  Christ  today. 

One  omission  was  made  in  the  article, 
however,  that  I  wish  to  correct.  In  the  list¬ 
ing  of  pastors,  the  name  of  Dr.  Edward  A. 
Rowley  was  inadvertently  omitted.  My 
immediate  predecessor,  Dr.  Rowley  made 
a  significant  contribution  to  this  congrega¬ 
tion  during  his  all-too-brief  pastorate.  Es¬ 
pecially  in  the  important  area  of  spiritual 
formation,  Dr.  Rowley  left  his  mark  here 
in  a  significant  way. 

Pastors  come  and  pastors  go.  Dr.  Row¬ 
ley’s  tragically  brief  stay  in  this  congre¬ 
gation  was  not  without  its  distinctive 
marks.  Thank  you  for  allowing  me  to  set 
the  record  straight.  Dan  E.  Bonner 
Wichita,  Kansas 
No  pay,  no  work? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  Dale  “If  I  have  received  good 
salaries,  I  earned  them”  Catlin  is  in  the 
mainstream  of  United  Methodism  which, 
in  a  devastatingly  naked  change  in  ter¬ 
minology,  no  longer  talks  about  salary 
support  but  of  “compensation  packages” 
(see  UMR,  July  3). 

A  pastor’s  time  is  worth  so  much  a  min¬ 
ute  (no  pay,  no  work?).  Why  else  would  any¬ 
one  enter  the  ministry  if  not  for  money? 

Still,  one  wonders  what  Jesus  would  have 
said  to  recruit  Simon  and  Andrew  instead 
of,  “I  will  make  you  fishers  of  men.” 

All  of  us  need  to  be  concerned  about 
those  among  us  who  put  little  effort  or 
time  into  our  clerical  responsibilities 
and  opportunities. 

Still,  surely  the  Christian  faith  ought  to 
have  a  better  way  to  handle  it  than  to 
“throw  money  at  iL’’  Yet  money  remains 
the  one  abiding  ever-present  indicator  our 
church  uses  to  set  the  value  of  a  member  of 
the  clergy!  It  is  not  just  that  there  must  be 
a  better  way;  it  is  that  our  way  is  destroy¬ 
ing  us.  And  that  will  come  as  no  surprise  to 
anyone  close  to  the  New  Testament! 

Gaius  Thede 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 


plications  of  that  ancient  dictum,  "once 
a  bishop,  always  a  bishop”? 

If  the  answer  is  “yes”  to  one  or  all  of 
these  questions,  then  we  should  indeed 
allow  the  change  and  date  Martin 
Boehm’s  consecration  at  1759. 

Certainly  Francis  or  Martin  wouldn’t 
care  one  way  or  the  other.  If  we  can 
catch  their  spirit,  “firsts”  probably  rated 
pretty  low  with  them. 

But  it’s  an  interesting  idea.  Just  may¬ 
be  Martin  Boehm  was  the  first  bishop  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

“Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week’s  contribu¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  Abram  W.  Sangrey,  lives  in 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  is  a  retired  clergy 
member  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


And,  Lord,  especially 

give  me  courage  and  sense 
Let  me  be  wise  and  judicious 
without  losing  my  zeal 
Let  me  stay  this  side  of  fanaticism 
that  side  of  blind  compliance 
Let  me  hear  and  be  heard 
And,  Lord,  to  keep  me  from  burn  out 
from  turning  off 
hopelessness 
despair 

give  me,  please,  an  occasional 
success. 

Amen 

—KATHERINE  SCHNEIDER  AKER 


YOUTH  AGAINST 
ALCOHOL  &  DRUGS 
ESSAY  CONTEST 

GUIDELINES 

PURPOSE:  To  offer  junior  high 
(grades  7-9)  and  senior  high  (grades  10- 
12)  young  people  an  opportunity  to 
share  their  witness  as  Christians  to  the 
benefits  of  abstinence  from  alcohol  and 
other  addictive  drugs. 

TOPIC:  Junior  High— “Why  I  feel  good 
about  saying  no  to  alcohol  and  other 
drugs” 

Senior  High— “Why  it  is  easier  to 
achieve  my  goals  without  alcohol  and 
other  drugs" 

LENGTH:  Junior  High— 350  to  450 
words.  Senior  High— 500  to  1,000  words. 
CONTENT:  Each  essay  must  adhere  to 
the  assigned  topic.  Reference  material, 
if  any,  should  be  listed  at  the  end  of  the 
essay.  Footnotes  are  not  necessary  un¬ 
less  statistical  data  are  presented  or  di¬ 
rect  quotes  are  used.  Direct  quotations 
should  not  exceed  20  percent  of  the  es¬ 
say. 

CRITERIA:  Essays  should  reflect  an 
explicitly  Christian  perspective.  Essays 
will  be  judged  on  the  basis  of  content 
and  originality  (40  percent),  style  and 
expressiveness  (30  percent),  clarity  and 
grammatical  construction  (20  percent) 
and  neatness  (10  percent). 
PREPARATION:  Submit  three  copies 
on  white  paper  with  1-inch  margins. 
Entries  may  be  either  typewritten 
(double-spaced)  or  neatly  hand-written 
in  ink. 

AWARDS:  Junior  High— First,  $500; 
second,  $250;  third,  $125.  Senior  High- 
First,  $750;  second,  $500;  third,  $300. 
Awards  will  be  presented  during  and/ 
or  on  the  site  of  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference,  April  26-May  6,  in  St.  Louis. 
Winning  essays  will  be  published  in  a 
future  issue  of  the  Reporter. 
DEADLINE:  All  essays  must  be  post¬ 
marked  no  later  than  Dec.  31,  1987. 
Submit  essays  to  Essay  Contest,  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

Additional  information  and  study  ma¬ 
terials  can  be  obtained  from  the  Report¬ 
er  or  the  Department  of  Human 
Welfare,  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  United  Methodist  Church,  100 
Maryland  Ave.,  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20002. 
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UM  drillers  tap  ‘ springs  of  living  water 9  in  Haitian  desert 

.  . . .  •*  -  ■ 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

PIGNON,  Haiti— People  begin  lining 
up  at  the  wells  long  before  daylight  and 
continue  until  after  dark,  all  day  long, 
everyday. 

Little  children  walk  miles  barefoot 
over  the  rocks,  40-pound  buckets  of  wa¬ 
ter  balanced  on  their  heads. 

In  the  parched,  thirsty  land  of  the  high 
plateau  of  central  Haiti,  there  are  only 
30  wells  of  unpolluted  water  for  100,000 
people. 

All  of  these  wells  were  drilled  by  vol¬ 
unteers  in  mission  working  through  the 
nondenominational  World  Christian  Re¬ 
lief  Fund,  founded  in  1975  by  a  United 
Methodist  layman  (see  related  story  be¬ 
low).  Many  of  the  volunteers  are  United 
Methodists  like  Bill  Gregory  of  Augusta, 
Ark.,  and  Don  Nelson  of  Galax,  Va. 

When  Mr.  Nelson,  a  drilling  contrac¬ 
tor,  arrived  in  Cap-Haitian  with  drilling 
supplies  recently  to  help  put  down  two 
more  wells,  he  was  met  at  the  airport  by 
Mr.  Gregory,  trouble  shooter  for  the  mis¬ 
sion.  They  transferred  supplies  from  the 
DC-3  belonging  to  Missionary  Flights  In¬ 
ternational— a  Florida-based  line  run  by 
former  commercial  pilots  with  the  sole 
mission  of  transporting  mission  workers 
and  supplies  to  the  Caribbean — to  a 
dusty  red  pickup  truck  and  started  the 

UM  farmer  finds 
‘small,  simple 9 
make  difference 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Jay  Lawhon,  one  of  thousands  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  volunteers  in  mission, 
found  out  several  years  ago  that  the  best 
ideas  for  helping  underdeveloped  coun¬ 
tries  are  often  the  smallest  ideas. 

This  insight  was  driven  home  to  the 
McCrory,  Ark.,  farmer  when  he  visited 
Bangladesh  in  January  1975.  He  saw  peo¬ 
ple  starving  while  thousands  of  acres  of 
beautiful  fertile  land  remained  unplant¬ 
ed  because  there  was  no  water  and  no 
money  for  seed. 

The  few  large  water  systems  he  saw 
remained  unused  because  neither  the 
small  farm  nor  the  farmer  was  able  to 
utlilize  them.  Modern  tractors  and  agri¬ 
cultural  machinery  rusted  in  junkyards 
because  no  parts  were  available  and  no 
one  knew  how  to  repair  them. 

Mr.  Lawhon  realized  that  the  big  need 
was  for  small  wells  and  pumps  and  for 
simple  technology. 

Mr.  Lawhon  went  to  work.  He  founded 
World  Christian  Relief  Fund  as  an  inter¬ 
denominational,  non-profit  organization 
that  combines  efforts  to  increase  food 
production  in  needy  places  with  witness 
for  Christ. 

Aided  by  people  in  McCrory  (many  of 
them  United  Methodist)  and  elsewhere, 
he  has  raised  money  to  drill  or  provide 
equipment  for  100  wells  and  to  provide 
seeds  for  planting  in  Bangladesh. 

Through  his  contacts  in  Bangladesh, 
Mr.  Lawhon  learned  of  a  seemingly 
worse  situation  in  Haiti.  After  a  fact¬ 
finding  trip,  he  returned  from  Haiti  to 
say,  “I  had  never  seen  such  poverty.” 

From  that  time,  the  World  Christian 
Relief  Fund  has  concentrated  on  the  cen¬ 
tral  plateau  region  of  Haiti.  Projects  to 
drill  for  the  desperately  needed  water 
and  to  improve  crop  and  livestock  pro¬ 
duction  are  ongoing. 

The  organization  receives  support 
from  the  Little  Rock  Annual  Conference 
and  has  been  invited  to  participate  in 
United  Methodist  jurisdictional  volun- 
teers-in-mission  events. 


three-hour  journey  up  rough  mountain 
roads  to  Pignon. 

That  scene  has  been  repeated  several 
times  this  year,  not  without  risk.  During 
the  riotous  last  days  of  the  28-year  rule 
of  the  Duvalier  family  in  February  1986, 
while  some  volunteers-in-mission  teams 
were  being  routed  away  from  Haiti,  Mr. 
Gregory  and  Mr.  Nelson  continued  drill¬ 
ing  for  water  in  the  inland  mountains  un¬ 
til  it  was  safe  for  them  to  leave  the 
country. 

Last  week  amid  unrest  and  reported 
fighting  and  killings  in  Haiti,  Mr.  Greg¬ 
ory  and  seven  other  volunteers  left  for 
Haiti  to  drill  more  wells. 

The  young  Arkansas  farmer  is  known 
as  a  man  who  can  do  almost  anything 
from  operating  a  ham  radio  to  repairing 
a  generator.  His  ability  to  speak  Creole 
with  the  Haitian  workers  helps  keep  the 
rigs  drilling  when  he  is  in  Pignon — which 
is  two  weeks  of  every  month  during  the 
winter. 

Mr.  Gregory  and  Mr.  Nelson  became 
involved  in  Haiti  at  different  times  but 
for  the  same  reasons:  Jay  Lawhon  and 
prayer. 


Bill  Gregory 


Mr.  Lawhon,  the  indefatigable  founder 
of  the  World  Christian  Relief  Fund,  re¬ 
cruited  them  as  he  had  many  others. 

He  presented  a  picture  of  Haiti  as  one 
of  the  poorest  and  most  densely  populat¬ 
ed  countries  in  the  world  where  most 
families  live  on  $20  to  $30  a  month.  Then 
the  United  Methodist  farmer  from 
McCrory,  Ark.,  said,  “I’m  going  to  Haiti. 
Why  don’t  you  come  with  me?” 

After  his  encounter  with  Mr.  Lawhon, 
each  man  prayed  about  it,  discussed  it 
with  his  family,  and  agreed  to  go. 

Theirs  is  a  witness  of  hard  work  to 
bring  water  in  the  desert.  They  live  out 
the  Gospel  serving  almost  the  year 
around  as  volunteers  in  mission  through 
their  efforts  to  raise  funds  for  equip¬ 
ment,  clothing  and  other  support  for  the 
Haitian  churches. 

In  the  predominately  Christian  pla¬ 
teau  region  where  the  volunteers  work, 
people  live  in  mud  huts  without  sanitary 
facilities,  electricity,  gas,  water  or 
paved  roads.  Disease  is  rampant,  and 
half  of  the  children  die  before  age  five. 

Old  age,  like  rainfall,  is  rare. 

"The  main  cause  of  death  is  para¬ 
sites,”  says  Mr.  Gregory.  “So  many 
things  go  back  to  polluted,  dirty  water.” 

At  present,  the  only  alternative  to  the 
wells  is  a  shallow  river.  People  wash 
clothes  in  it,  bathe  in  it,  urinate  in  it  and 
drink  from  it. 

Through  the  World  Christian  Relief 
Fund  plan,  Haitians  participate  in  every 
aspect  of  drilling  a  well.  When  a  commu¬ 
nity  requests  a  well,  the  landowner  deeds 
the  plot  to  the  public  for  the  lifetime  of 
the  well.  Although  it  costs  $2,000  to  drill 
the  well,  the  Haitian  community  is  asked 
to  pay  only  $50— the  cost  of  the  cement 
slab  for  the  pump. 

They  are  allowed  to  pay  it  off  at  $1  per 
week  or  $1  per  month,  whichever  they 
can  afford.  Community  members  supply 
the  water  needed  to  drill  the  hole,  often 
carrying  it  for  miles  in  buckets  or  in  ox 
carts. 

Although  Haitian  drillers  are  hired  as 
a  part  of  the  team,  American  drillers 
who  understand  and  can  repair  machin¬ 
ery  are  essential. 

Pumps  for  the  wells  are  installed  by 
the  United  Nations  Children’s  Fund 
(UNICEF)  which  provides  aid  and  devel¬ 
opment  assistance  to  children  and  moth¬ 
ers  in  developing  countries. 

With  150  wells  planned  for  the  plateau, 
there  is  much  work  left  to  be  done  by 
volunteers. 

“You  might  save  one  life,  you  might 
save  a  hundred.  Nobody  knows,”  Mr. 
Gregory  says. 

“I  doubt  if  any  of  us  will  show  up  with 
the  saints  with  a  halo.  And  there  won’t  be 
any  stars  in  our  book.  You  just  feel  . . . 
you’ve  done  something.” 

Ms.  Balay  is  a  freelance  writer  in  Little 
Rock.  Ark.  Associate  Editor  Roberta  B. 
Sappington  contributed  to  this  article. 


UM  official  labels  mission 
network  ‘good,  timely  idea’ 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  mission  officials 
have  quickly  accepted  an  offer  from  a 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board 
executive  to  discuss  creation  of  a  multi- 
denominational  information  sharing  net¬ 
work  for  evangelism  efforts. 

The  Rev.  R.  Keith  Parks,  head  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
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RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 

$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Christian  Edu¬ 

cation  in  1.200-member  church.  Contact  pastor  at 
(502)  827-9831  or  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Henderson.  KY  42420 

proved  in  advance. 

ORGANIST  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  for  100-member 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com- 
pletelv  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four 

church.  Christian  experienced  in  music.  Retiree, 
teacher  or  student  okay.  Help  us  praise  the  Lord  in 
song.  United  Methodist.  Box  883  Yorktown.  TX  78164. 

weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun. 
Drawer  1138.  Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627- 
6067.  627-9507. 

ORGANIST.  PART-TIME  position  in  750-member 
church.  Eleven-rank  Wicks.  Write:  Scott  Dorsey, 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United  Meth- 

lock.  CA  95380.  (209)  668-3000 

odist  insigne  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2  inch 
square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or  bronze. 
The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyurethane  paint 
on  '■«  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes  available. 
Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire  of  Cross  and 
Flame  Insigne.  Suite  280  World  Trade  Center.  San 
Francisco.  CA  94111  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  PROGRAM  and  youth 
choir,  full-time  for  large  growing  church.  Must 
have  excellent  track  record,  strong  organizational 
and  volunteer  recruitment  skills.  Need  team  player 
and  initiator.  Available  September  1987  Resumes 
to  Rev  Milton  Lewis.  Colonial  Hills  UMC.  5247 
Vance  Jackson.  San  Antonio.  TX  78230 

SOFTWARE  FOR  THE  CHRISTIAN  HOME:  Put 

your  PC  to  work  for  Jesus.  For  free  flyer,  write 
Christian  Software.  1112  NW  First  Street.  Roches¬ 
ter.  MN  55901. 

BURBANK.  CALIF  -MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  Part- 
time  position  for  energetic  individual.  Direct  the 
choir,  lead  the  service  music,  and  organize  musi¬ 
cal  events  Reply  to  Magnolia  Park  UMC.  2828 
West  Magnolia  Blvd..  Burbank.  91505.  j 

FACULTY  POSITION  in  Old  Testament.  Tenure 

track— Fall  1988.  Rank  and  salary  negotiable.  Re¬ 
sumes  to  Dean  Newell  Wert.  United  Theological 
Seminary.  1810  Harvard  Blvd..  Dayton.  OH  45406, 
by  September  15.  Equal  Opportunity.  Affirmative 
Action  Employer. 

2.600-MEMBER  CHURCH  SEEKS  full-time  organ¬ 
ist-assistant  director  of  music.  Strong  Christian  com¬ 
mitment.  above-average  playing  ability  and  good 
sight-reading  skills  needed  Handbell  experience 
helpful.  Program  includes  6  singing  choirs.  4  hand¬ 
bell  choirs  and  performances  with  brass  ensemble 
and  orchestra.  Three-manual,  49-stop  Schantz  organ. 
Salary  and  benefits  total  $20,600.  Send  resume  to 
Dale  Daniels.  FUMC.  2416  W.  Cloverdale  Park. 
Montgomery.  AL  36194.  Phone  (205)  834-8990.  , 

NATURAL  STONE  CROSSES!  Crystals  found  in 

the  natural  shape  of  the  Christian  cross!  $5.25 
each  With  legendary  and  geological  information. 
Authenticity  guaranteed!  Stephen  Paslow.  Box 
9863.  Pittsburgh.  PA  15227 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  Worship  at  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

NON-RESIDENT  DEGREE  PROGRAMS  in  theol¬ 

ogy  and  related  subjects  The  Division  of  Theology 
of  Fairfax  University  offers  off-campus  guided 
studv  programs  leading  to  bachelor,  master,  doc- 
tora'te  degrees  to  people  aged  25  *  Advanced 
credits  for  appropriate  prior  academic  life  expe¬ 
rience.  Interdenominational  non-sectarian.  Highly 
credentialed  faculty  Low  tuition.  Free  catalogue: 
The  Dean.  Fairfax  University.  2900  Energy  Centre, 
new  Orleans.  LA  70163-2900  (504)  585-7303 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 

needed  Live  youth  group.  Strong  parental  and 
church  support.  Send  resume  to  First  UMC.  1501 
Sycamore.  Clovis.  NM  88101. 

FOR  SALE:  Nine-piece  outdoor  Nativities  com- 
plete  $750  Order  before  Aug.  15  —  save  $50.  Free 
brochure.  Shearl  Products.  Rt  1.  Melvin.  IL  60952 
Phone  (217)  388-2894 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  ASSISTANT  PASTOR- 
Evangelical  church  with  membership  of  1.200 
seeking  an  individual  to  direct  growing  youth  pro¬ 
gram  and  assist  pastor  (70‘T  youth-30%  pastoral). 
Job  description  available.  Salary  $22.000-$24,000. 
Send  resume  to  James  Williams.  Lake  Shore  Unit¬ 
ed  Methdodist  Church.  2246  Blanding  Blvd.. 
Jacksonville.  FL  32210 

WARREN.  PENNSYLVANIA.  Director.  Pastoral 

Counseling  Center  Branch  Office.  Inquiries:  Rev¬ 
erend  David  Matthews.  Lutheran  Service  Society 
Western  PA.  5940  Baum  Boulevard.  Pittsburgh.  PA 
15206  (412)362-7430. 

1.200-MEMBER  CHURCH  HAS  an  opening  for  the 
position  of  Director  of  Christian  Education  and 
Youth  Ministries.  Experience  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  the  Pastor/Parish  Relations  Committee, 

FOR  SALE:  14  PADDED  PEWS,  various  lengths. 

free-standing  pulpit  and  lecturn:  small  Baldwin  or¬ 
gan.  Call  (305)  322-1472  between  9  am  and  1  pm  for 
information. 

Garden  Grove  United  Methodist  Church,  12741 
Main  Street.  Garden  Grove.  CA  92640. 

ATTRACTIVE  ONE-BEDROOM.  Adult  community. 
Rossmoor.  Walnut  Creek.  CA.  Open  vista  from  all 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR.  Chapel- 
wood  United  Methodist  Church.  Houston.  TX.  Send 

windows.  $47,000  cash  equity  Margee  Lawford,  Ma¬ 
son  McDuffie  R  E  (415)  937-6050  or  935-0652.  j 

letter  of  application  and  resume  to:  WHS.  11140 
Greenbay  Drive.  Houston.  TX  77024. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel¬ 
ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 

ECHO  RANCH  HIRING  full-time  "house  parents  to 
provide  a  24-hour  family-style  environment  for  de¬ 
pendent  /neglected  adolescents  in  rural  Eagle 
County  Colorado  (150  miles  west  of  Denver).  Sala¬ 
ry  commensurate  with  qualifications,  includes 
room/board.  Send  resume,  references,  cover  letter 
to  Echo  Ranch.  Inc.,  attn:  Kevin  Lindahl.  Box  1024, 
Eagle,  CO  81631.  Questions,  call  Sue  (303)  949-4186. 

in-ground  pool.  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
all  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS  CREATED  BY  your 
own  laity!  SGAA  accredited  instructor  will  travel  to 
coordinate,  instruct,  and  supervise  window  projects 
bv  Lav  Groups.  Contact  Rebecca  Claar.  710  W  9th. 
Gillette.  WY  82716.  phone  (307)  686-1059 

PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

PIGNON,  Haiti— A  Haitian  boy  is  all  smiles  as  pure,  cool  water  is  pumped  into  his  gourd.  Don  Nelson,  a  drilling 
contractor  from  Galax,  Va.,  (behind  and  to  the  left),  a  volunteer  for  the  UM-related  World  Christian  Relief  Fund, 
helped  drill  the  well,  one  of  few  in  the  area. 

‘Partner  churches’  appeal  lacks 
spark  that  ignited  hunger  pleas 


said  that  the  purpose  of  the  proposed  net¬ 
work  is  “to  avoid  wasted  effort  and  lost 
time”  in  evangelizing  the  world. 

He  sent  out  letters  inviting  executives 
of  36  denominations  and  mission  groups 
to  attend  a  meeting  this  fall  in  the  Dal- 
las-Fort  Worth  area. 

Dr.  Charles  Germany,  assistant  to 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries’  World  Division  executive 
Peggy  Billings,  accepted  Dr.  Parks’  invi¬ 
tation  and  indicated  that  two  or  three 
United  Methodist  officials  would  take 
part  in  the  initial  meeting  sometime  in 
November,  said  a  spokesperson  with  the 
division. 

Officials  with  the  United  Methodist 
general  board  were  among  leaders  que¬ 
ried  by  the  Southern  Baptist  executive 
about  establishing  the  information-shar¬ 
ing  network. 

Doris  Hess,  an  assistant  general  secre¬ 
tary  with  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
World  Program  Division,  said  that  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  moving  into  a  major 
new  evangelization  thrust  of  their  own 
and  said  the  Southern  Baptist  official’s 
information-sharing  concept  "appears  to 
be  a  good,  timely  idea.” 

Dr.  Hess  said  information  sharing 
could  be  particularly  effective  in  efforts 
to  evangelize  African  countries,  where 
political  instability  and  sudden  popula¬ 
tion  shifts  create  unique  problems  for 
missionary  programs. 

Although  information-sharing  net¬ 
works  and  common-interest  coalitions 
are  a  familiar  strategy  among  liberal 
mainline  denominations,  the  proposal 
was  described  as  an  unprecedented  step 
for  the  Southern  Baptist  board. 

A  press  officer  for  the  mission  board 
acknowledged  that  the  ecumenical  pro¬ 
posal  might  run  into  resistance  from 
some  members  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  which  has  been  embroiled  in 
a  struggle  between  fundamentalist  and 
moderate  factions. 

In  an  invitation  to  leaders  of  the  other 
mission  agencies,  Dr.  Parks  said  he  be¬ 
lieves  more  communication  is  needed 
among  U.S.-based  groups  that  share  the 
goal  of  “reaching  all  the  people  of  our 
generation  for  Christ.” 

The  Southern  Baptist  official  said  that 
the  “networking”  he  envisioned  would  in¬ 
clude  “learning  from  each  other  ...  the 
kind  of  sharing  that  will  allow  each  of  us 
to  retain  our  identity.” 

Among  other  efforts,  he  said,  the 
group  might  design  a  strategy  for  prayer 
and  witness  to  people  in  communist-bloc, 
Islamic  and  other  countries  where  for¬ 
eign  mission  work  is  prohibited  or  re¬ 
stricted. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

A  dramatic  $9  million  appeal  from 
United  Methodist  bishops  to  help 
churches  in  Africa,  Latin  America  and 
Asia— described  as  “Partner  Churches  in 
Crisis” — hasn’t  caught  the  attention  of 
the  denomination  the  way  a  hunger  ap¬ 
peal  did  three  years  ago. 

Less  than  5  percent  of  the  more  than 
38,000  United  Methodist  churches  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  appeal  during  its  first  six 
months,  said  Stephen  F.  Brimigion,  trea¬ 
surer  for  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

And  just  $436,000  had  been  raised  by 
the  end  of  July,  well  off  the  pace  needed 
to  reach  the  $9  million  goal  in  three 
years,  he  said. 

By  contrast,  response  by  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  the  bishops’  1984  appeal  for  hun¬ 
ger  relief  for  Africa  raised  more  than 
$7.7  million— including  over  $1  million  in 
the  first  30  days  of  the  appeal. 

The  mission-board  treasurer  pointed 
out  that  the  bishops’  1984  hunger  appeal 
benefited  enormously  from  widespread 
media  attention  given  the  Africa  famine. 

Third  world  economic  crisis 

Mr.  Brimigion  said  the  current  appeal 
has  gotten  responses  from  1665  churches 
and  365  individual  donors. 


“Churches,  schools, 
hospitals,  and  clinics 
don’t  have  funds  for 
the  most  elementary 
needs.” 

— Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano 


Money  from  the  appeal  is  to  help  pas¬ 
tors  who  are  not  making  enough  money 
to  feed  their  families;  to  purchase  sup¬ 
plies  for  church-owned  medical  facili¬ 
ties;  and  to  pay  for  repairs  to 
church-owned  buildings  in  Third  World 
countries. 

Third  World  churches  are  being 
crunched  in  worsening  economic  condi¬ 
tions,  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  said  when  the 
appeal  was  announced  in  November 
1986.  The  Denver-area  bishop  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  World  Program  Division  of 
the  denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

“Churches,  schools,  hospitals,  and  clin¬ 
ics  don’t  have  funds  for  the  most  elemen¬ 
tary  needs,”  Bishop  Sano  said. 

“In  Bolivia,”  he  said,  offering  an  ex¬ 
ample,  “a  family  of  five  needs  $125  a 


month  to  survive.  But  pastors  (of  the  au¬ 
tonomous  Evangelical  Methodist  Church 
of  Bolivia)  get  only  $35.” 

Funds  raised  through  the  bishops’  ap¬ 
peal  are  being  added  to  $6  million  that 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  allocated 
for  aiding  overseas  churches,  said  Dr. 
Peggy  Billings,  staff  head  of  the  board’s 
World  Program  Division. 

The  “Bishops’  Appeal  for  Partner 
Churches  in  Crisis”  calls  for  one  special 
Sunday  offering  in  each  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregation  this  year. 

The  suggested  time  for  the  offering 
was  during  the  40  days  preceding  Easter, 
but  the  exact  date  was  left  to  each  con¬ 
gregation. 

Not  pushing  panic  button 

Richard  Vreeland,  treasurer  for  the 
general  board’s  World  Division,  believes 
many  churches  chose  to  wait  to  take  the 
offering. 

“It  was  coming  at  the  same  time  as 
the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  (offer¬ 
ing),”  he  explained,  “and  many  felt  they 
could  do  better  at  a  later  time. 

“We’re  not  pushing  the  panic  button 
yet,"  Mr.  Vreeland  said. 

“When  United  Methodists  see  a  need 
and  feel  a  need,  they  respond  to  that 
need,"  he  said.  “There’s  just  no  doubt 
about  it.” 


People  in  the  News. 


Community’s  ‘Miss  Ecumenical’  attends  three  Protestant  worship  services  every  Sunday 


About  the  time  some  folks  are 
rolling  out  of  bed  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  wondering  if  they  are  going  to 
make  it  to  church,  96-year-old  Adele 
Mansell  of  Trinity,  Texas,  has  al¬ 
ready  been  to  one  church  service 
and  is  headed  to  two  more. 

Miss  Mansell,  a  lifelong  Southern 
Baptist,  attends  three  churches  each 
Sunday— Trinity  Presbyterian,  Dor¬ 
cas  Wills  Baptist  and  First  United 
Methodist.  Between  services,  she 
teaches  Sunday  school  and  goes  to 
an  early  evening  Bible  study  at  Dor¬ 
cas  Wills. 

“An  idle  mind  is  the  devil’s  work¬ 
shop,”  she  says  bluntly. 

Six  days  a  week  Miss  Mansell 
spends  much  of  her  time  walking 
between  the  three  churches  volun¬ 
teering  her  services  and  ministering 
to  people  in  need.  (She  admits  to 
taking  Tuesdays  off  to  “clean  house 
and  study  her  Sunday  school  les¬ 
son.") 

The  Rev.  Randy  Warren,  pastor  at 
First  UMC  where  she  is  listed  as  an 
associate  member,  says  Miss  Man¬ 
sell’s  vigor  “keeps  this  church 
young.” 

During  one  week  in  July  Miss 
Mansell  helped  mop  and  sweep  the 
Presbyterian  church,  folded  bulle¬ 
tins  at  the  Baptist  church,  read  a 
Sunday  school  lesson  to  two  blind 
families  in  the  community,  took  in¬ 
ventory  at  the  hospital  and  rolled 
“old  people"  in  their  wheelchairs  to 
a  Bible  study  at  a  nearby  nursing 
home. 

"God  helps  me  do  all  this,”  she 
says  modestly.  “I  haven’t  done  it 
alone.  I  talk  to  Him  everyday  and 
thank  Him  for  helping  me  to  help 


Adele  Mansell 

people  30  years  younger  than  I  am.” 

Miss  Mansell  is  known  around 
Trinity,  90  miles  north  of  Houston, 
for  her  penchant  of  walking  2-3 
miles  a  day. 

She  says  her  secret  to  good  health 
is  “taking  exercise  and  not  smoking 
or  drinking  alcohol  or  carbonated 
drinks. 

“I  don’t  take  coffee  breaks  ei¬ 
ther,”  she  adds. 

Miss  Mansell,  a  retired  junior 
high  mathematics  teacher,  doesn’t 
wear  glasses  “except  to  put  on  but¬ 
tons"  and  says  she  doesn't  watch  TV 
because  “I  can’t  sit  still  that  long.” 

She  says  she  started  going  to 
three  different  churches  after  she 
retired  and  moved  from  Houston  to 
Trinity. 

"I  was  used  to  going  to  early 
morning  services  and  the  Presby¬ 
terians  were  the  only  ones  in  Trinity 
that  had  an  early  service.” 

She  later  added  the  United  Meth¬ 
odists  because  “I  thought  it  was 


time  I  went  somewhere  else  besides 
the  Presbyterian  and  Baptist 
churches.” 

Miss  Mansell  says  she  can’t  tell 
much  difference  in  the  three  church 
services.  “The  Methodists  are  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  formal,  but  I  like  every¬ 
body  there  and  they  like  me.” 

Sometimes  her  churchgoing  ven¬ 
tures  overlap,  she  says.  Once,  her 
Baptist  church  was  celebrating  its 
centennial  and  members  were  asked 
to  dress  up  in  fashions  from  a  centu¬ 
ry  ago.  Miss  Mansell  did  not  have 
time  to  go  to  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  home  to  change,  so  she 
wore  her  bustle  and  long  dress  to  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

“The  Presbyterian  preacher 
asked  me  to  stand  and  model  my 
dress,”  she  recalled. 

Miss  Mansell  says  she  would  go  to 
more  churches  if  there  were  more 
time  on  Sundays. 

Last  month,  when  First  UMC  was 
involved  in  revival  services  at  the 
high  school  football  stadium,  Miss 
Mansell  decided  not  to  sit  through 
the  services  on  the  wooden,  backless 
bleachers. 

She  worshiped  instead  with  the  lo¬ 
cal  Assemblies  of  God. 

“I  like  them,  too.  The  pastor 
preached  about  Paul.  Next  to  God 
and  Jesus,  Paul  is  my  favorite  Bible 
character." 

During  the  service,  the  Assem¬ 
blies  pastor  asked  people  to  come  to 
the  front  of  the  church  to  kneel  and 
pray. 

“But  I  didn’t  go  down  front.  I  just 
knelt  down  right  there  on  the  floor 
and  prayed.” 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
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WASHINGTON— Millions  of  Americans  became  well  acquaainted  via  tele¬ 
vision  this  summer  with  the  faces  of  two  United  Methodists— Rep,  Lee  Ham¬ 
ilton  (D-Ind.),  left  above  at  lectern,  and  Sen.  Daniel  K.  Inouye  (D.-Hawaii), 
right  center,  who  chaired  the  House  and  Senate  committees  investigating  the 
circumstances  of  the  Iran/contra  dealings.  Rep.  Hamilton  is  the  son  of  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  and  his  brother  is  a  pastor  in  Indianapolis. 


UMs  on  Iran-contra  panel  assess  work 


Two  from  UMC  co-chaired  joint  congressional  units 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON-Ten  U.S.  senators 
and  members  of  congress  who  are  also 
United  Methodists  serve  on  the  joint  con¬ 
gressional  investigative  committee 
which  recently  ended  public  hearings 
into  the  Iran-contra  arms  deals. 

Following  the  committee’s  public  ses¬ 
sions  they  and  other  committee  mem¬ 
bers  were  asked  what  they  thought  had 
been  accomplished. 

Sen.  Sam  Nunn  (D-Ga.),  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman,  told  reporters  that  much 
of  Lt.  Col.  Oliver  North’s  conduct  in  the 
Iran-contra  affair  was  “unacceptable" 
for  a  career  military  officer. 

Future  presidents  can  expect  “greater 
scrutiny"  of  the  "buddy  system"  in  mak¬ 
ing  selections  for  Central  Intelligence 
Agency  director  and  attorney  general,  he 
added. 

Vigorous  oversight  predicted 

Senator  Nunn  predicted  Congress  will 
be  vigorous  in  its  oversight  of  intelli¬ 
gence  agencies  because  of  evidence  that 
President  Reagan  relied  on  “cooked"  in¬ 
telligence  data  in  authorizing  secret 
sales  to  Iran. 

He  referred  to  testimony  that  the 
President  decided  to  sell  arms  to  Iran  af¬ 
ter  National  Security  Adviser  John  Poin¬ 
dexter  told  him  Iran’s  position  was 
deteriorating  in  its  war  with  Iraq.  The 


assessment  by  all  other  government 
agencies  was  just  the  opposite. 

Sen.  Daniel  K.  Inouye  (D-Hawaii),  a 
United  Methodist  who  chaired  the  Senate 
committee,  summed  up  the  hearings  as 
“a  chilling  story,  a  story  of  deceit  and 
duplicity  and  the  arrogant  disregard  for 
the  rule  of  the  law." 

He  said  the  hearings  presented  two  vi¬ 
sions  of  government.  One  vision,  he  said, 
was  described  in  the  testimony  of  Admi¬ 
ral  Poindexter,  Lt.  Col.  North,  Retired 
Gen.  Richard  Secord  and  Albert  Hakim: 
“A  secret  government  directed  princi¬ 
pally  by  N.S.C.  staffers  accountable  to 
not  a  single  elected  official,  including  ap¬ 
parently  the  President  himself.” 

“Fortunately  our  hearings  were  able 
to  present  another  vision  of  govern¬ 
ment,”  said  Senator  Inouye,  “one  that  is 
accountable  to  the  people.  A  legitimate, 
not  secret,  government  in  which  trust  is 
the  coin  of  the  realm,  as  Secretary  of 
State  George  Schultz  said.  This  is  the 
balanced  government  our  Founding  Fa¬ 
thers  contemplated  in  our  constitution.” 

No  evidence  oi  coverup 

Rep.  Dick  Cheney  (R-Wyo.),  a  United 
Methodist  and  vice  chair  of  the  House 
committee,  said  the  hearings  produced 
“no  evidence  that  the  President  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  diversion  of  profits 
from  the  arms  sales  to  the  Nicaraguan 


democratic  resistance  . . .  There  is  also 
no  evidence  of  any  effort  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent  or  his  senior  advisers  to  cover  up 
these  events,”  he  said. 

Rep.  Cheney  urged  congressional  col¬ 
leagues  to  resist  the  temptation  to  enact 
new  legislation  “designed  to  guarantee 
that  no  future  President  make  the  mis¬ 
takes  that  Ronald  Reagan  made  in  this 
instance  . . .  there’s  no  justification  for 
further  restrictions  on  the  power  and 
flexibility  of  future  presidents.” 

Rep.  Lee  H.  Hamilton,  United  Method¬ 
ist  who  chairs  the  House  committee,  said 
when  the  committees  issue  their  final  re¬ 
port  it  should  focus  on  greater  account¬ 
ability  to  elected  officials,  intelligence 
analysis  separate  from  policy  formation, 
covert  actions  based  on  statutory  author¬ 
ity,  including  a  written  finding  and  no¬ 
tice  to  Congress,  the  President  as  the 
pre-eminent  foreign-policy  maker,  and 
making  the  Constitution  and  rule  of  law 
work. 

Other  United  Methodists  on  the  con¬ 
gressional  committees  conducting  the 
Iran-contra  hearings  were  Senators 
Howell  Heflin  (D-Ala.),  David  Boren  (D- 
Okla.)  and  James  A.  McClure  (R-Idaho) 
and  Representatives  Jack  Brooks  (D- 
Texas),  Louis  Stokes  (D-Ohio)  and  Jim 
Courter  (R-N.J.). 

United  Methodist  News  Service  also 
solicited  comments  on  the  hearings  from 


some  United  Methodist  leaders. 

Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  (Washington 
Area)  said,  "It’s  a  bit  scary  to  think  the 
American  people  would  so  quickly  rally 
around  a  deviation  from  lawful  process¬ 
es  and  say,  ‘Gee  whiz!  this  is  what  we 
ought  to  be  doing.’  ” 

Asked  whether  the  revelations  dam¬ 
aged  Ronald  Reagan’s  credibility  in 
arms  reduction  talks,  Bishop  Yeakel 
said,  "It  plays  into  the  hands  of  other  na¬ 
tions  at  the  point  of  testability.  We  have 
a  president  who  said,  ‘We  didn’t  do  this’ 
when  we’d  flat  out  done  it.” 

The  bishop  said  he  was  personally  glad 
for  a  process  that  opened  the  issue  up. 

Three  United  Methodists  on  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  International  Affairs  Panel  who 
were  briefed  by  Lt.  Col.  North  at  National 
Security  Council  headquarters  in  Febru¬ 
ary  1986  were  asked  by  United  Methodist 
News  Service  whether  they  now  think  Col. 
North  lied  when  he  told  them  he  briefed 
President  Reagan  twice  a  week. 

Bishop  Jesse  R.  Dewitt  (Chicago  Area) 
and  Pat  Callbeck  Harper  of  Helena, 
Mont.,  Women’s  Division  vice  president, 
said  they  still  don’t  know  who  was  lying. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Iwamoto  of  Vancouver, 
Wash.,  superintendent  of  the  Vancouver 
District,  said,  “I  still  believe  Col.  North 
briefed  the  Preseident  twice  a  week  on 
what  he  called  ‘low  intensity  conflict  in 
Nicaragua.’  I  feel  the  President  was  on 
top  of  things.  I  can’t  see  how  Col.  North 
could  operate  without  the  President’s 
knowledge.” 


the  church  today 


Replacement  preacher  chosen 
for  ‘The  Protestant  Hour’ 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  Rev.  Rod¬ 
ney  E.  Wilmoth,  senior  pastor  of  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Omaha, 
Neb.,  will  be  the  preacher  for  the  United 
Methodist  series  of  “The  Protestant 
Hour”  radio  series  in  1988. 

Dr.  Wilmoth  replaces  the  Rev.  Walker 
L.  Railey.  Dr.  Railey  has  been  placed  on 
a  one-year  leave  of  absence  by  vote  of 
the  North  Texas  Annual  Conference  cler¬ 
gy  because  of  what  Bishop  John  Russell 
(Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area)  described  as 
“impaired  health  and  his  inability  to  per¬ 
form  the  duties  of  full-time  ministry.” 
He  is  the  former  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Dallas  and  has  not  been  in  the  pulpit 
since  his  wife  was  found  choked  nearly 
to  death  at  their  home  April  21. 

Dr.  Wilmoth  was  selected  by  the  Joint 
Communications  Committee  during  its 
annual  meeting  July  28  in  Nashvile. 


( z)nrhdtzer. . 

The  Pioneers  In 
Church  Furniture 


Pews  • 
Chairs  • 
Pulpits  • 
Lighting  • 
Cushions  • 
Carpeting 


Church  Signs  • 
Re-upholstery  • 
Foyer  Furniture  • 
Chancel  Furniture  • 
Stain  Glass  Windows  • 


Custom  Designed  Furniture  • 
OVERHOLTZER  CHURCH  FURNITURE,  INC. 

626  Kearney  Ave.,  P.O.  Box  4039 
Modesto,  CA  95352-4039  Dept.  NCR 
(209)  529-1716  /  (800)  344-7162  toll  free 


“The  Protestant  Hour"  is  carried  by 
more  than  400  radio  stations  and  the 
Armed  Forces  Radio  Network.  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  segments  will  air  March  20- 
July  5, 1988. 


Increasing  enrollment  at  UM 
schools  bucks  national  trend 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)-United  Method¬ 
ist  colleges  and  universities  are  boasting 
growing  enrollments  at  a  time  when  oth¬ 
er  schools  are  shutting  down  because  of 
dwindling  student  bodies,  according  to  a 
report  presented  to  a  gathering  of  United 
Methodist  college  presidents. 

Ken  Yamada,  a  researcher  at  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  said  that  enroll¬ 
ment  at  104  United  Methodist  institutions 
increased  from  176,554  "full-time  equiv¬ 
alent"  students  in  1975  to  181,952  in  1986, 
despite  a  decline  in  total  college  enroll¬ 
ment  of  18  percent. 


Weekly 
F Bible  study 
series  for 
youth  and 
youns  adults  for 
r  momins  or  evening. 

Builds  solid  faith 
by  Bible  knowledge. 
Introductory  Kit/Cassette 
•''and  Teacher  s  Manual:  SI 5.00 
Box  77,  El  Paso,  AR  72045 


DISCOUNTED  AIR  FARES. .  ”7  30% 


TO  EUROPE* 

FROM  DFW 

TO  THE  ORIENT* 

London 

$205 

Tokyo 

$372 

Manchester 

$205 

(Special  lares 

Taipei 

$355 

Pans 

$310 

available  from  other 

Seoul 

$317 

Dusseldorf 

$270 

area  cities) 

Hong  Kong 

$390 

Frankfurt 

$279 

Bangkok 

$425 

Munich 

$290 

Singapore 

$425 

Zurich/Geneva 

$320 

•One-way  lares  effective  June  1.  Based  on  roundtnp  travel  on  scheduled  airlines  Government  fees  and 
taxes  additional  -  S23  roundtrip  Fares  subject  to  change  Some  restrictions  apply 


Dallas:  747-0551  Zl/ril/Q/  /  Ih"  Houston:  627-1505 
Metro:  263-7914  /  iff  I  V/11.V/U.  800-482-8282 


DIRECTOR 
PASTORAL  CARE 


306  bed  Regional  Medical  Center,  located  in 
the  central  portion  of  Michigan’s  scenic 
Upper  Peninsula,  is  seeking  candidates  for  a 
Director  of  a  two-person  Pastoral  Care  team. 
The  selected  individual  will  play  an  active 
role  on  our  health-care  team  by  serving  pa¬ 
tients,  family  members,  and  staff  in  this 
ecumenical  ministry.  This  position  is  en¬ 
hanced  by  the  strong  support  of  physicians, 
hospital  staff  and  the  local  clergy.  The  serious 
candidate  will  have  a  minimum  of  4  quarters 
of  CPE  training  and  have  attained  Chaplain 
certification  by  APHA  or  NACC. 

Enjoy  personal  and  professional  growth  in 
our  growing  University  community  com¬ 
plemented  by  the  Nation’s  third  Olympic 
Training  Center  and  Lake  Superior.  To  further 
investigate  the  opportunity  to  integrate  your 
skills  with  our  sophisticated  but  caring 
health-care  team,  contact,  by  phone  or  mail, 
Randall  K.  Ward: 

MARQUETTE 
GENERAL  HOSPITAL 

Regional  Medical  Center 
420  W.  Magnetic  Street 
Marquette,  Ml  49855 
(906)  225  3442 


EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


Dr.  Yamada  also  noted  increases  in 
the  number  of  part-time  students  and 
faculty  and  a  decline  in  the  number  of 
United  Methodists  in  denominational 
schools. 

Husband-wife  team  elected 
to  head  U.N.  reform  groups 

WASHINGTON  (UMR)— Franklin  and 
Carlyn  Stark,  members  of  Lake  Merritt 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Oakland, 
Calif.,  have  been  elected  to  head  two  or¬ 
ganizations  interested  in  reforming  the 
United  Nations. 

Mr.  Stark  is  new  national  president  of 
the  Center  for  United  Nations  Reform 
Education.  The  center  researches  ques¬ 
tions  on  possible  reform  and  restructure 
of  the  United  Nations  system. 

Mrs.  Stark  was  elected  national  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Campaign  for  United  Nations 
Reform,  succeeding  her  husband  in  this 
position.  The  campaign  lobbies  for  an  en¬ 
forceable  legal  system  to  resolve  global 
wars. 

Included  among  the  center’s  21  cur¬ 
rent  member  organizations  are  the 
Board  of  World  Ministries  of  the  Califor- 
nia-Nevada  Annual  Conference.  The  con¬ 
ference  has  sent  a  petition  to  the  1988 
General  Conference  calling  for  support 
of  a  more  effective  United  Nations. 

UM  minister  resigns  abruptly 
as  Baptist  school  president 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— Samuel  A. 
Banks,  an  ordained  United  Methodist 
minister  who  became  the  first  non-Bap- 
tist  president  of  the  University  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  resigned  abruptly  July  30,  citing 
health  problems. 

Dr.  Banks,  59,  suffered  a  heart  attack 
nine  years  ago  but  apparently  has  been 
in  good  health  until  recently. 

His  early  retirement  will  be  effective 
Aug.  15.  A  search  for  his  replacement 
will  begin  “as  soon  as  possible,”  said 
Evelyn  Fouraker,  the  university’s  com¬ 
munication  director. 

Dr.  Banks  was  president  of  Dickson 
College  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  until  his  election 
as  the  University  of  Richmond’s  sixth 
president  in  July  1986.  He  assumed  office 
last  December  and  was  to  have  been  for¬ 
mally  installed  Oct.  23. 

UM-related  school  loses  case 
over  job  discrimination 

BOSTON  (UMNS)— Boston  University, 
a  United  Methodist-related  school,  has 
been  ordered  to  pay  a  former  professor 
$200,000  after  a  federal  jury  ruled  June 
28  that  she  was  denied  tenure  in  1981  be¬ 
cause  she  is  a  woman. 

In  her  lawsuit  against  the  school,  Julia 
Prewitt  Brown  contended  that  she  was 
denied  tenure  despite  unanimous  support 
from  her  department  and  a  collegewide 
faculty  committee. 

She  further  said  that  male  professors 
at  Boston  University  with  fewer  creden¬ 
tials  were  given  tenure,  while  women 
were  held  to  a  higher  standard.  She  had 
asked  for  $100,000  plus  compensation  for 
lost  opportunities. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Walter  Jay  Skinner 
will  rule  in  September  on  whether  or  not 
the  school  must  reinstate  Dr.  Brown. 

UM-related  Goodwill  Industries 
celebrates  85th  anniversary 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (UMR)— More 
than  300  delegates  recently  celebrated 
the  85th  anniversary  assembly  of  Good¬ 
will  Industries,  a  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  agency  that  provides  vocational 
evaluation,  training,  employment  and 
job  placement  services  for  people  with 
disablities. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  (Oklahoma 
Area)  told  the  gathering  that  the  story  of 
Goodwill  Industries  is  typical  of  the 
United  Methodist  approach  to  ministry. 

“We  innovate  and  initiate  many  unique 
ministries  in  response  to  special  needs,” 
he  said.  “Then  we  spin  them  off  and  give 
them  to  the  world  without  claiming  cred¬ 
it  or  exercising  control.” 

Goodwill  Industries  has  176  affiliates 
in  the  U.S.  and  Canada  and  44  affiliates 
in  30  countries  outside  North  America. 


ALBANY,  Ga.— 80  Protestant  and  Catholic  youths  from  war-torn  Northern  Ireland  learned  to  live  in  harmony 
together  through  visiting  40  United  States  homes  for  six  weeks  recently.  Sponsoring  body  is  the  “Children’s  Friend¬ 
ship  Project  for  Northern  Ireland.”  From  left  in  one  temporary  Irish-U.S.  household  are  David  Allen  Valis  of  the 
host  family;  Shirley  McCartney,  a  Catholic,  and  Maxine  Gibson,  a  Presbyterian,  both  of  Ireland;  and  Mildred  Valis, 
a  United  Methodist,  and  her  husband,  Larry,  a  Catholic. 


Irish-teen  ‘foes’  find  U.S.  harmony 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

The  ad  in  a  Savannah,  Georgia,  news¬ 
paper  read,  “Seeking  Host  Families  for 
the  Children’s  Friendship  Project  of 
Northern  Ireland,  Inc.” 

For  Larry  and  Mildred  Valis  of  Alba¬ 
ny,  Georgia,  it  was  an  opportunity  to 
show  two  children  of  war-tom  Belfast, 
Ireland,  that  Catholics  and  Protestants 
should  love  each  other  as  true  Christians. 

They  should  know.  Theirs  is  a  “mixed 
marriage”  of  35  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  St.  Teresa’s  Catholic  Church.  She  is  a 
member  of  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church. 

From  June  28  through  Aug.  11,  fam¬ 
ilies  like  the  Valises  served  as  role  mod¬ 
els  for  80  Irish  youth  ages  14-17. 

Two  children,  one  Catholic  and  one 
Protestant,  were  placed  in  40  homes  in 
such  states  as  Pennsylvania,  Maryland, 
North  Carolina,  Indiana,  Georgia,  Arizo¬ 
na,  and  Kansas  for  six  weeks. 

The  aim  of  the  program  is  to  place  the 
children  in  a  neutral  environment  so 
they  can  see  that  members  of  one  reli¬ 
gious  group  don’t  have  to  grow  up  hating 
the  other. 

Rigid  screening  process 

Fred  Kloman,  national  chairman  of 
the  program,  based  in  Marietta,  Georgia, 
noted  that  not  all  host  families  are  of 
mixed  faiths. 

“We  are  just  people  who  want  to  plant 
a  seed  of  understanding  in  the  lives  of 
the  children  in  Northern  Ireland,”  he 
said. 

Youth  are  chosen  for  the  program  by  a 
team  in  Northern  Ireland  composed  of  a 
Protestant  minister,  a  Catholic  priest 
and  a  Protestant  laywoman. 

Candidates  must  promise  that  they 
will  not  smoke,  drink,  or  drive  during  the 
program.  They  must  also  agree  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  activities  or  chores  common 
to  the  host  family. 

Would-be  host  families  go  through  an- 
investigation  by  a  committee  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States.  Once  the  families  are  selected, 
they  are  given  the  opportunity  to  choose 
either  two  boys  or  two  girls  as  their 
guests. 

Wanted  girls  to  see  her  church 

“I  chose  two  girls  because  I  knew  I 
would  be  the  primary  person  to  keep  the 
children  during  the  six  weeks,”  said  Mrs. 
Valis.  “And  since  I  knew  I’d  want  to  do 
‘girl  things,’  I  asked  for  two  girls.” 

Mrs.  Valis  has  three  grown  sons,  with 
the  youngest  still  living  at  home.  All 
were  raised  as  Catholics. 


“I  also  wanted  the  chance  to  take  my 
two  Irish  children  to  worship  and  do 
things  at  my  church,”  she  added.  “Being 
a  host  family  let  me  do  just  that.” 

The  final  requirement  of  each  host 
family  is  raising  the  money  for  the  air¬ 
fare  of  each  child.  Mr.  Valis  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  so  the  Alba¬ 
ny  chapter  sponsored  the  Catholic  child. 
Members  of  Christ  UMC  sponsored  the 
Protestant  child. 

“Donations  for  the  Protestant  child’s 
airfare  were  given  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  and  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  based  soley  on  Mildred’s  ap¬ 
peal,”  said  Mrs.  Valis’  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Holland  Morgan. 

“Mildred  is  an  active  member  of 
Christ  Church,  as  a  member  of  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  board  and  a  church  trust¬ 
ee,”  he  added. 

Assigned  to  the  Valis  family  were 
Shirley  McCartney,  a  Catholic  from  Bel¬ 
fast,  and  Maxine  Gibson,  a  Presbyterian 
from  New  Town  Abby,  near  Belfast. 
Both  are  15. 

Although  Maxine  had  had  some  expo¬ 
sure  to  Catholics  at  her  public  school, 
Shirley  attends  a  private  girls’  school 
and  had  never  met  a  Protestant  person 
before  applying  for  the  program. 

Shirley  told  the  Reporter  via  tele¬ 
phone  interview,  “We  were  introduced  in 
Ireland  and  told  that  ‘This  person  would 
be  your  living  mate  for  six  weeks.’  But 
we  didn’t  know  anything  about  each  oth¬ 
er  until  we  got  here.” 


“I  was  also  a  little  nervous  about  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  strange  country.  But  the  Valis 
family  is  so  beautiful.  They  really  made 
us  feel  welcome  in  this  country.” 

“When  we  finally  got  to  meet  Larry 
and  Millie  they  were  really  glad  to  see 
us,"  said  Maxine.  “They  put  their  arms 
around  us  and  hugged  us.  And  Millie  said, 
‘At  last  I  have  two  daughters!'  ” 

Mrs.  Valis  agreed  that  she  planned 
each  part  of  their  visit  as  if  she  were 
grooming  two  daughters  of  her  own. 

“I  made  sure  that  the  got  to  chance  to 
experience  real  Southern  living,”  she 
said.  “I  wanted  the  girls  to  learn  about 
Georgia  while  also  learning  how  Chris¬ 
tians  of  many  faiths  can  live  peacefully 
with  each  other.  If  my  husband  is  Catho¬ 
lic  and  I  am  United  Methodist  and  we 
can  love  each  other  for  35  years,  then 
they  can  love  each  other,  too.” 
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Hof'encv  Gowns 

$2295Up 

EXPERT  TAILORING 

Finest  Fabrics,  including  Permanent 
Press  and  Wash  and  Wear 
Superior  Quality  Guaranteed 
Satisfaction  Free  Color  Catalog 
and  Fabric  Swatches  on  Request 

Toll  Free  1-800-826-8612 


P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


A sbury  Theological  Seminary  Announces 

Fall  Enrollment  Available 

Prepare  for  ministry  leadership 
Master  of  Divinity  Master  of  Arts 
Master  of  Theology  Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Missiology  Doctor  of  Philosophy 

(cooperative  with  Univ.  of  Ky.) 


Approved  and  accredited  by  the  Southern  Association  of  Schools 
and  Colleges,  the  Association  of  Theological  Schools  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  the  University  Senate  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Call  Admissions  toll  free 
1  800  2-ASBURY 
In  Kentucky  (606)  858*3581 
Eastern  time  zone 
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Philip  Keller’s  book  Lessons  from  a  Sheep  Dog  is  a  beautiful  story  of  a 
man  and  a  dog.  Keller  shows  how  the  power  of  love  changed  a  border  collie, 
“Lass,”  from  a  rebellious  castaway  into  a  trusted  co-worker  on  a  rugged 
sheep  ranch  in  British  Columbia. 

The  narrative  unfolds  a  profound  picture  of  our  own  encounter  with  God. 
Like  us,  Lass  had  fallen  into  the  wrong  hands.  Under  the  mishandling  of  the 
wrong  owner,  all  her  talent  had  been  twisted  for  destructive  ends.  She  had 
been  so  abused,  so  twisted  and  torn  in  spirit  that  she  could  not  trust  anyone. 

In  the  words  of  Keller,  “It  is  only  the  hand  of  God  that  sets  us  free.  It  is 
His  strong  hands  that  can  turn  us  around  and  train  us  to  move  in  new  ways, 
new  directions.” 

Lass  had  a  difficult  time,  but  she  finally  found  courage  to  put  herself  in 
her  new  master’s  hands.  In  this  choice  she  had  found  understanding,  affec¬ 
tion  and  the  liberty  of  being  a  loving  friend  and  servant. 

The  lesson,  says  Keller,  is  clear  and  powerful.  “The  choice  is  ours  wheth¬ 
er  or  not  we  will  come  to  Christ  our  Good  Shepherd.  For  the  person  who 
does,  it  is  to  discover  boundless  love,  generous  care,  knowing  management 
of  their  lives  and  affectionate  acceptance  into  the  family.  In  all  of  this  lies 
liberty,  contentment  and  total  fulfillment.” 

Some  people  look  upon  faith  in  God  as  a  grim  bondage.  I  believe  that 
when  we  come  to  know  God’s  touch  upon  our  lives,  we  discover  the  stimulus 
of  being  useful  and  are  aware  of  being  liberated  into  joyous  experiences  and 
adventurous  undertakings!!! 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Jordan  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge  proudly  celebrated  their 
89th  Homecoming  on  August  16th.  The 
guest  speaker  for  the  occasion  was  Rev. 
Alonzo  Campbell,  pastor  of  Bethany 
UMC  in  New  Orleans.  An  old-fashioned 
basket  dinner  followed  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  The  minister  at  Jordan  is  Rev. 
Freddie  C.  Henderson. 

Rev.  George  Duerson,  Alexandria  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  officiated  over 
building  consecration  and  dedication  see**, 
vices  at  the  Marksville  and  Oak  Grove 
United  Methodist  Churches  on  July  19th. 
Oak  Grove  dedicated  a  new  addition  to 
the  education  wing.  Marksville  dedicated 
the  parsonage  and  consecrated  a  new 
education  building.  Rev.  Steve  William¬ 
son,  pastor,  and  Rev.  Steve  Porter, 
present  pastor,  also  participated  in  the 
service. 

*  *  * 

Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  held  their  170th  Church 
Anniversary  on  July  26th.  The  theme  for 
the  occasion  was  "Our  Heritage  —  A 
Legacy  of  Faith,  Hope  and  Commit¬ 
ment.”  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  and  Rev. 
Randall  E.  Campbell,  pastor  of  Hartzell 
Mount  Zion-Newell  United  Methodist 
Churches  were  the  speakers  at  the  ser¬ 
vices. 

Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  has  been  celebrating  its  Sil¬ 
ver  Anniversary  in  a  variety  of  ways 
throughout  1987.  Among  their  activities 
have  been  a  Mardi  Gras  party,  a  style 
show,  a  picnic,  a  Sock  Hop,  a  birthday 
party  complete  with  cake  and  ice  cream 


and  a  slide  show  of  some  of  the 
events  in  their  25-year  history.  Home¬ 
coming  Sunday,  August  23,  1987,  will  cul¬ 
minate  the  celebration.  Activities  for  the 
day  will  include  an  11  a.m.  worship  ser¬ 
vice  followed  by  fellowship  and  “dinner 
on  the  grounds.”  Friends  and  former 
members  are  invited  for  this  day  of  re¬ 
membering  the  past  and  anticipating  the 
future  of  Christ  UMC. 

John  T.  Porter,  prominent  business- 
‘-mfriv^ws-been  selected  as  the  Shreveport 
Kiwanis  Club's  Layman  of  the  Year.  Por¬ 
ter  is  one  of  six  Methodist  lay  delegates 
to  the  General  Conference  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  is  active  in  other  church  activi¬ 
ties.  He  is  a  member  of  Broadmoor  UMC 
in  Shreveport. 

The  University  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  held  an  inter¬ 
faith  gathering  of  remembrance  and  re¬ 
solve  on  the  42nd  anniversary  of  the 
bombing  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  on 
August  6th.  Speakers  included  Mr.  Teka- 
shi  Miyazaki,  Consul  General  of  Japan 
(New  Orleans)  and  Rev.  Jimmy  Stovall, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Louisiana  In¬ 
terchurch  Conference.  This  interfaith 
worship  service  was  sponsored  by  the 
Bienville  House  Center  for  Peace  and 
Justice  and  the  Baton  Rouge  Chapter  of 
Pax  Christi. 

Announcement 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  announces  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Scott  Adams  to  Kentwood- 
Mt.  Hermon.  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
District,  effective  August  1. 1987. 


LAUNCHING  BALLOONS  AND  WALK-A-THONS  —  Jurisdictional  events  held 
back  to  back  at  Mount  Sequoyah  brought  exciting  results  for  the  retreat  center  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  of  its  65th  birthday.  More  than  200  Jurisdictional  Youth  met  at  Mount 
Sequoyah  July  6-11  and  when  their  legislative  body  met  on  Friday,  they  voted  to 
hold  walk-a-thons  all  over  the  Jurisdiction  to  benefit  Parker  Hall.  Parker  was  built 
in  the  Depression  by  the  dimes  of  Epworth  Leaguers.  Parker  has  the  distinction  of 
being  supported  and  loved  by  the  youth  of  two  generations,  not  to  mention  many 
others  who  have  enjoyed  staying  there.  When  Jurisdictional  Laboratory  School  was 
held  the  next  week,  its  youth  and  teachers  celebrated  the  birthday  walk-a-thons  for 
Parker  by  sending  off  balloons  in  front  of  the  dining  hall.  Over  200  strong  were  there 
from  the  17  conferences. 


Ben  Oliphint 
Bishop 
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Throughout  Annual  Conferences  — 


History  Making  Events  Surface  in  ’87 


Now  that  United  Methodists  across  the 
country  have  completed  their  Annual 
Conferences,  a  number  of  significant 
events  have  surfaced. 

One  of  those  interesting  facts  is  that 
more  U.S.  laywomen  will  be  making  de¬ 
cisions  at  the  1988  General  Conference 
for  the  first  time  in  history.  Almost  one- 
third  of  the  U.S.  delegates  to  the  1988 
Conference  are  women,  and  15  percent 
of  the  delegates  are  ethnic  minority  per¬ 
sons,  based  on  unofficial  reports  from 
the  conference  communicators. 

Women  constitute  51  percent  of  the  lay 
delegates  (230)  to  General  Conference 
and  14  percent  of  the  clergy  delegates 
(62).  The  percentage  of  women  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  who  attended  the 
1987  Annual  Conference  falls  in  line  with 
the  national  average  of  51  percent.  There 
are  258  Louisiana  laywomen  as  com¬ 
pared  to  249  laymen  who  were  delegates 
to  the  1987  Annual  Conference.  The 
greatest  difference  in  the  ratio  of  women 
to  men  is  in  the  Ruston  district,  with  60 


percent  of  the  delegates  being  women. 
This  is  followed  by  57  percent  in  the  New 
Orleans-Slidell  district,  55  percent  in  the 
New  Orleans-Houma  district,  53  percent 
in  the  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  district,  51 
percent  in  the  Lake  Charles  district,  50 
percent  in  the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
district,  49  percent  in  the  Shreveport  dis¬ 
trict,  42  percent  in  the  Monroe  district 
and  39  percent  in  the  Alexandria  district. 

The  1984  General  Conference  included 
222  laywomen  (48  percent)  and  42 
clergywomen  (9  perent).  Women  will 
head  at  least  nine  delegations,  including 
laywomen  from  Troy,  Detroit,  Minneso¬ 
ta,  Little  Rock,  Holston,  Southern  New 
Jersey  and  California-Pacific  confer¬ 
ences  and  clergywomen  from  Missouri 
East  and  South  Indiana. 

Delegates  from  the  four  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minority  groups  are  divided  almost 
evenly  between  lay  (70)  and  clergy  (67). 
The  UM  legislative  assembly  includes 
103  Black  Americans,  22  Asian  Ameri¬ 


cans,  11  Hispanic  Americans  and  four 
Native  Americans.  The  delegation  to 
General  Conference  totals  998  with  904 
clergy  and  laity  from  U.S.  conferences. 
Of  that  number,  211  clergy  and  203  lay¬ 
persons  attended  the  1984  session. 

Another  event  that  has  surfaced  is  that 
church  growth  and  financial  campaigns 
will  command  the  attention  of  a  large 
body  of  annual  conferences  next  year, 
judging  by  reports  from  the  conference 
sessions.  At  least  41  conferences  report¬ 
ed  that  they  are  involved  in  programs 
designed  to  bring  growth.  There  are  23 
conferences  that  have  financial  cam¬ 
paigns  in  process,  have  just  launched 
one,  or  are  doing  feasibility  studies. 

Several  conferences  asked  General 
Conference  to  limit  increases  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  church  askings,  ranging  from  no  in¬ 
crease  to  a  20  percent  limit.  The  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(GCFA)  has  proposed  a  13  percent  cap  on 
increase  for  World  Service  and  15  per¬ 
cent  for  all  apportioned  funds  for  the 


next  quadrennium,  not  including  re¬ 
quests  for  $20  million  to  establish  a  UM 
university  in  Africa. 

Ministries  and  education  on  AIDS  cap¬ 
tured  the  concern  of  some  27  annual  con¬ 
ferences.  Seven  conferences  urged  public 
and  church  officials  to  provide  informa¬ 
tion  and  support  research  about  the 
AIDS  virus.  Twelve  agreed  that  churches 
should  also  initiate  ministries  for  AIDS 
patients  and  their  families.  At  least 
three  conferences  called  for  responsible 
behavior  along  with  support  for  educa¬ 
tion  and  ministries. 

Opposition  to  gambling  provoked  ac¬ 
tion  in  16  conferences.  Along  with  this 
opposition,  conferences  also  called  for  a 
stronger  UM  stand  against  pornography 
(3)  or  made  plans  to  combat  pornography 
in  their  areas  (6). 

These  interesting  factors  are  only 
some  of  the  important  discoveries  and 
pressing  issues  that  came  out  of  the 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
throughout  the  United  States. 


UM  Women’s  School  of  Christian  Mission  Draws  280  Participants 


Two-hundred  and  eighty  United  Meth 
odist  Women  have  enriched  their  lives 
attending  the  Louisiana  Conference 
School  of  Christian  Mission.  This  year’s 
theme  was  “Removing  Barriers,  Seeking 
Wholeness."  Dr.  Donald  Webb,  President 
of  Centenary  College,  welcomed  every¬ 
one  to  the  weekday  and  weekend  schools 
held  July  21-24  and  July  24-26.  The  Es¬ 
telle  Dameron  School  of  Christian  Mis¬ 
sion  Scholarship  was  awarded  to  20 
women  this  year. 

The  Rev.  Annette  Sowell  of  Ft.  Worth, 
Texas  presented  “The  Acts  of  the  Apos¬ 
tles."  The  Rev.  Bob  Call  of  York,  Ne- 

Alabama;  and  Gloria  Bennett,  Monroe, 
Louisiana  presented  “Peoples  and 
Churches  of  the  U.S.S.R."  Teaching  “To¬ 
ward  Health  and  Wholeness”  were  Mary 
Weathers  of  Ft.  Worth,  Texas;  J.  Bren- 
donly  Douglas  of  Kerrville,  Texas  who 


serves  as  pastor  of  the  Barnett  Chapel 
UMC  and  Chaplain  of  the  Kerrville  State 
Hospital;  and  Audrey  Milo  who  presently 
serves  as  Women’s  Division  United  Na¬ 
tions  Interpreter  for  the  Nashville  re¬ 
gion. 

The  displays  set  up  by  each  of  the  nine 
Louisiana  Districts  were  many  and  var¬ 
ied.  The  music  was  brought  to  the  group 
by  Shirley  Wall  and  pianist  Martha 
Browning.  Betty  Ferrington  sang  “For 
Those  Tears  I  Died”  at  morning  worship 
Wednesday. 

Everyone  enjoyed  "commercials”  pro¬ 
moting  the  UMW  World  Thank  Offering. 
The  favorite  was  a  catchy  version  of  “I 
Heard  It  Through  The  Grapevine” 
complete  with  “dancing  raisins.” 

Ola  McNaughton,  Patty  Lindsey,  and 
their  friends  from  the  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict  were  gracious  hostesses,  taking 
care  of  all  arrangements. 
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DISTINGUISHED  LECTURERS  —  These  three  lecturers  presented  the  topic 
“Peoples  and  Churches  of  the  USSR.”  They  are,  I  to  r,  Rev.  Paul  Owen,  Gloria  Ben 
nett  and  Rev.  Bob  Call. 

Broadmoor  UMC  to  Host  Music  Workshop 


PRESENTING  RUSSIA  —  Pictured  above  is  the  study  display  used  at  the  Con¬ 
ference  UMW’s  Christian  School  of  Mission  for  the  lecture  on  “Peoples  and 
Churches  of  the  USSR.” 

Two  Named  to  Centenary  Board 


Samuel  Miles  Sharp  of  Shreveport  and 
Sam  P.  Peters  of  Boca  Raton,  Fla.,  have 
been  elected  to  the  Centenary  College 
Board  of  Trustees. 

Sharp,  a  retired  vice  president  of  engi¬ 
neering  operations  for  Southwestern 
Electric  Power  Company,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Arkansas  and  holds 
an  honorary  degree  from  Centenary.  He 
is  listed  in  “Who’s  Who  in  Engineering.” 
An  active  member  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shreveport,  he  and  Mrs. 
Sharp  are  the  donors  of  the  church’s  new 


sanctuary  organ,  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
country. 

After  graduating  from  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  in  1939,  Sam  Peters  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  Coca-Cola  Bottling  Company  of 
Shreveport  where,  except  for  a  three- 
year  service  in  the  Navy,  he  held  posi¬ 
tions  until  1972.  He  also  served  as 
corporate  secretary,  vice  president  and 
director  of  four  Coca-Cola  corporations. 
Peters  is  currently  president  of  Sam  P. 
Peters  &  Associates,  a  soft  drink  bottling 
consulting  firm,  completing  over  45 
years  in  the  soft  drink  bottling  industry. 


The  Music  Ministry  of  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge 
will  present  its  second  annual  Church 
Music  Workshop  on  Friday  evening,  Sep¬ 
tember  11  and  Saturday,  September  12. 
Again  this  year,  the  Workshop  will  be  an 
enriching  experience  for  both  choir  di¬ 
rectors  and  members.  The  general  ses¬ 
sions  will  focus  on  rehearsal  techniques, 
while  there  will  be  "mini-workshops” 
dealing  with  conducting,  resources  for 
children  and  youth,  and  choir  attendance 
and  morale. 

The  principal  clinician  for  the  1987 
Workshop  will  be  Jane  Marshall.  Jane  is 
one  of  America’s  best  known  choral  com¬ 
posers,  conductors  and  clinicians.  She 
holds  bachelor’s  and  master’s  degrees 
from  Southern  Methodist  University, 
where  over  the  years  she  has  served  on 
the  English,  Music  and  Seminary  facul¬ 
ties.  She  has  served  several  churches  in 
the  Dallas  area  and  is  presently  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Northhaven  United  Methodist 
Church.  Jane  will  lead  the  general  ses¬ 
sions  and  demonstrate  rehearsal  tech¬ 
niques.  During  the  mini-workshops,  she 
will  teach  choral  conducting  techniques. 

Also  serving  on  the  Workshop  staff 
will  be  Patty  Evans.  Patty  is  presently 
serving  as  President  of  the  Choristers 
Guild,  an  organization  dedicated  to  the 
spiritual  growth  of  children  and  youth 
through  music.  She  is  well-known  as 
a  composer  of  children’s  music.  She  has 
been  on  the  administrative  staff  of  SMU, 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  and  is  presently  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Scar- 
ritt  Graduate  School,  Nashville,  Tennes¬ 
see.  Patty  will  offer  two  continuing 
sessions  during  the  mini-workshops;  one 
will  be  titled  “Music  and  Materials  from 
Choristers  Guild,”  and  the  other  will  be 
“How  Choristers  Guild  Can  Work  for 
You.” 


Rounding  out  the  Workshop  staff  will 
be  Dr.  Kenneth  Klaus.  Dr.  Klaus  is  the 
director  of  Choral  Activities  at  Nicholls 
State  University  and  is  Director  of  Music 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Hou¬ 
ma.  Dr.  Klaus  is  recognized  nationally  as 
a  clinician,  church  musician  and  vocal 
soloist.  He  will  be  offering  a  mini-work¬ 
shop  titled  “Maintaining  Enthusiasm  and 
Attendance  in  the  Church  Choir.” 

Registration  will  begin  on  Friday  at 
5:30  p.m.  and  the  first  session  will  begin 
at  6:30  p.m.  The  workshop  will  conclude 
Saturday  at  4  p.m.  The  cost  will  be  $20 
before  September  1  and  $25  after  that 
date.  The  fee  will  include  the  noon  meal 
on  Saturday  and  the  five  anthems  found 
in  the  “working"  packet.  For  further  in¬ 
formation,  call  Wayne  Millet  at  (504)  924- 
6269.  To  register,  just  fill  out  the 
registration  form  (feel  free  to  duplicate 
for  each  person  attending). 


*  JHBKk 

Jane  Marshall 


Registration  Form 

Please  mail  to:  Church  Music  Workshop,  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church,  10230  Mollylea  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70815. 

NAME _ 


ADDRESS 


CHOIR  MEMBER 


DIRECTOR 


Samuel  Miles  Sharp 


Sam  P.  Peters 
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Editorial 

‘To  whom  much  is  given . . 


A  (XRISTfAN  MUST 
SEYF R  NlMSRF 
PROM  ANY  KHOWH 
«(MF UL  HABITS 


ANt?  I'VE  $AIP 
&xmst  ro 
MINE 


The  chief  executive  officer  of  the  As¬ 
semblies  of  God  minced  no  words.  The 
cause  of  Christ  is  “ridiculed  and  ma¬ 
ligned.”  he  said,  by  scandals  involving 
the  clergy.  We  agree. 

The  Rev.  G.  Raymond  Carlson  didn't 
mention  names.  But  his  remarks  clearly 
referred  to  the  widely  publicized  miscon¬ 
duct  of  two  members  of  his  denomina¬ 
tion:  TV  evangelists  Jim  Bakker  and 
Richard  Dortch. 

The  truth  of  Mr.  Carlson’s  remarks  is 
not  limited  to  leaders  of  his  denomination 
or  to  clergy  who've  attained  prominence 
via  the  public  media.  They  apply  equally 
to  any  Christian  occupying  a  position  of 
leadership.  Some  of  his  insights  regarding 
clergy  behavior  merit  repeating: 

•“The  lust  for  power  and  wealth 
breeds  lack  of  integrity.  As  the  con¬ 
science  is  hardened,  sin  no  longer  seems 
so  sinful.  Again  and  again  the  lust  for  per¬ 
sonal  gain  results  in  sexual  immorality.” 

•"Moral  corruption  fills  our  society 
with  its  garbage.  Unless  we  as  spirit- 
filled  believers  keep  our  priorities  clear, 
that  corruption  will  infiltrate  our  lives. 
Moral  dereliction  is  tragic;  lack  of  integ¬ 
rity  is  disastrous.” 

•  "The  church  is  a  shining  light  in  the 
darkness  of  a  crooked  and  perverse  gen¬ 
eration  and  stands  as  a  bulwark  against 
the  onslaughts  of  immoral  filth  which 
seeks  to  engulf  our  world.” 

We  applaud  such  a  clear  and  uncom¬ 
promising  call  for  Christians  to  serve  as 
a  spiritual  and  moral  beacon  amid  a  fall¬ 
en  world. 

Tragically,  as  Mr.  Carlson  notes,  that 

Welcome  to  readers  of 
new  edition  in  Fargo,  N,D. 

The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read¬ 
ers  about  300  member-families  of  the 
Faith  United  Methodist  Church  in  Far¬ 
go,  N.D.  (North  Dakota  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Fargo  we  say, 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


beacon  is  dimmed  when  those  set  apart 
as  leaders  betray  the  high  level  of  trust 
placed  in  them. 

Disclosures  of  misbehavior  by  those 
who  lead  confuse  and  demoralize  those 
who  follow.  When  a  prominent  Christian 
leader  suffers  a  moral  lapse,  the  credi¬ 
bility  of  our  faith  is  called  into  question 
and  the  enemies  of  Christianity  rejoice. 

Twenty  centuries  of  experience  sug¬ 
gest  that  there  is  no  way  absolutely  to 
prevent  moral  lapses  by  Christian  lead¬ 
ers.  That  same  experience  likewise 
gives  us  perspective  upon  which  to  draw 
when  a  brother  or  sister  in  Christ  fal¬ 
ters.  It  includes  recognition  that: 

1.  Answering  the  call  to  follow  Jesus 
Christ  does  not  exempt  one  from  human 
temptation  or  from  sin.  If  anything,  a  de¬ 
cision  to  live  a  Christian  life  increases 
the  awareness  of  temptations  we  must 
overcome. 

2.  No  one  of  us  is  capable  of  living  a 
morally  upright  life  based  on  our  own 
strength  and  wisdom.  Temptation  is  sur¬ 
mounted,  and  holy  living  is  made  possi¬ 
ble  only  as  we  draw  our  strength  and 
wisdom  from  Christ. 

3.  Those  called  to  serve  as  Christian 
leaders  need  constantly  to  recall  that 
Christian  leadership  is  measured  more  by 
servanthood,  integrity  and  humility  than 
by  wealth  or  worldly  accomplishments. 

4.  The  moral  lapse  of  a  Christian  lead¬ 
er  does  not  invalidate  the  faith  pro¬ 
fessed.  To  the  contrary,  such  lapses 
reflect  the  truth  of  a  basic  tenet  of  the 
faith:  all  sin  and  fall  short  of  God’s  glory. 

5.  We  should  be  ready  to  extend  forgive¬ 
ness  and  a  redemptive’  spirit  to  those  who 
fall  short  of  standards  befitting  Christ’s  fol¬ 
lowers.  The  disciple  Jesus  referred  to  as 
“the  rock  on  which  I  will  build  my  church” 
denied  his  Lord  three  times.  Any  of  us  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  similarly  denying  our  Lord. 

6.  We  dare  not  become  tolerant  of  mis¬ 
conduct  by  Christian  leaders,  no  matter 
how  understandable  it  may  be.  Expecta¬ 
tions  of  high  standards  of  moral  integrity 
rightly  “go  with  the  territory”  of  ordina¬ 
tion.  Those  who  are  unable  or  unwilling 
to  commit  their  lives  to  those  standards 
should  not  seek  or  retain  the  privilege  of 
ordination. 

Any  suggestion  that  those  standards 
should  be  lowered  or  that  their  breach  is 
inconsequential  undermines  efforts  of  all 
clergypeople  to  be  much-needed  spiritu¬ 
al  and  moral  leaders.  For  “every  one  to 
whom  much  is  given,  of  him  will  much 
be  required;  and  of  him  to  whom  men 
commit  much  they  will  demand  the 
more”  (Luke  12:48). 


My  Witness 

Some  questions  for  ‘church  jumpers 9 
to  ask  before  making  decision  to  leap 
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Hettie  Barker 


By  HETTIE  MCGEE  BARKER 

This  question  takes  thought,  medita¬ 
tion  and  prayer.  I  consider  changing 
churches  a  serious  decision. 

I  recall  a  certain  phrase  used  when  a 
man  came  into  our 
church  like  a  whirl¬ 
wind,  stirred  things 
up  for  a  period  of 
time,  then  moved  on 
as  suddenly  as  he  had 
appeared.  Later,  he 
was  described  as  a 
“church  jumper." 

Have  you  ever  en¬ 
countered  a  similar  situation? 

The  imagination  of  a  child  could  really 
have  fun  with  the  phrase  “church 
jumper."  Should  you  ask  an  elementary 
age  child  what  the  phrase  means,  he  or 
she  would  probably  answer,  “It’s  some 
kind  of  a  game."  The  child  may  be  right! 

In  fact,  I  can  see  this  cartoon  church 
jumper  bounding  down  the  road,  perhaps 
waving  to  those  along  the  way,  happy, 
smiling  and  carefree,  moving  from 
church  to  church  at  the  drop  of  a  hassle! 

This  amusing  picture  is  of  a  serious 
problem.  Usually,  church  jumpers  are 
looking  for  the  perfect  minister  and  the 
perfect  congregation  in  the  perfect  area. 

There  is  a  realistic  side  to  changing 


churches,  one  I  wrestled  with  for  several 
years.  Although  I  had  changed  churches 
several  times  during  my  working  years, 
it  was  because  of  job  relocation.  I  didn’t 
have  a  choice. 

So  that  was  an  entirely  different  situa¬ 
tion.  Now,  my  husband  and  I  are  retired. 
We  were  unhappy  where  we  were.  Why? 
What  was  missing? 

I  felt  it  was  time  to  ask  myself  some 
piercing  questions  and  try  to  answer 
them  truthfully.  Soul-searching  doubts 
surfaced: 

After  10  years,  why  do  I  want  to  leave 
my  present  church?  Have  I  discussed  my 
unhappiness  with  the  minister  or  a 
church  member?  Do  I  want  to  leave  be¬ 
cause  of  the  minister,  the  congregation, 
the  lack  of  growth  and  lack  of  activities 
(especially  in  my  age  group)? 

Have  I  been  a  steady,  loyal  steward 
for  the  Lord  and  the  church?  Am  I  think¬ 
ing  of  my  own  desires  first  before  serv¬ 
ing  Christ?  Would  I  feel  guilty  by 
leaving?  What  are  my  expectations  in 
another  church? 

Still  more  questions  came  to  mind: 

Do  I  expect  a  church  without  warts, 
one  that  runs  like  a  well-oiled  machine? 
Do  I  expect  a  top-notch  sermon  every 


Sunday?  Do  I  expect  the  church  to  have  a 
warm,  friendly,  informal  personality,  or 
do  I  expect  a  more  formal  atmosphere? 

Do  I  expect  to  get  involved  in  at  least 
two  of  the  various  programs  offered?  Or 
do  I  want  to  get  involved  at  all? 

These  questions  should  be  addressed 
through  prayer  and  counseling  before 
making  a  move.  They  will  take  a  concen¬ 
trated  effort  but  could  prove  very  wise 
before  dashing  off  to  another  church. 

One  important  point  I  kept  in  mind 
during  this  entire  soul-searching  process: 
There  aren’t  any  perfect  churches! 

I  hope  I  have  planted  a  seed  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  find  themselves  fac¬ 
ing  the  same  decisions  I  did.  I  did  make 
the  move,  and  I  haven’t  been  disappoint¬ 
ed  in  my  expectations.  Thank  you,  Fa¬ 
ther,  for  your  guidance. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Hettie  Barker  lives  in  Frederick.  Md., 
and  is  a  member  of  Tom’s  Creek  United 
Methodist  Church  (Baltimore  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness.”  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Here  I  Stand 


Let’s  make  UM  death  penalty  opposition  count 


By  MARGY  STEWART 
He  was  a  courteous  young  man,  a  bit 
shy  at  talking  on  the  telephone  to  a  mid¬ 
dle-aged  woman  he  had  never  met. 

“I  just  wanted  to  say  thank  you  for 
your  help,”  he  said.  When  I  asked  if  he 
thought  it  had  done 
any  good,  he  hesitat¬ 
ed,  as  if  unwilling  to 
hurt  my  feelings. 

“I  don’t  think  so,” 
he  said  finally.  “It 
looks  like  it’s  going 
to  happen  Aug.  28.”  ^ 

The  “it”  he  was  re-  * 
ferring  to  was  his  ex-  Margy  Stewart 
ecution.  Wayne  Ritter  is  scheduled  to  die 
within  the  month  in  Alabama’s  electric 
chair. 

Before  Wayne  came  on  the  phone  from 
Holman  prison,  I  had  been  talking  to  John¬ 


ny  Imani  Harris,  Wayne’s  celebrated 
neighbor  on  death  row  (see  UMR,  July  17). 

‘Friend  of  court’  brief  filed 

The  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  recently  voted  to 
file  a  “friend  of  the  court  brief”  on  Mr. 
Harris’  behalf,  saying  his  case  “chal¬ 
lenges  us  to  fulfill  our  prophetic  role  in 
denouncing  the  inconsistencies  in  the  ju¬ 
dicial  process  which  very  often  violates 
the  human  rights  of  individuals  rather 
than  protects  them.” 

Human-rights  groups  all  over  the  world 
are  calling  for  Mr.  Harris’s  freedom. 

And  indeed,  everything  about  his  case 
looks  fishy,  from  the  original  charges 
brought  against  him  in  1970  when  he  and 
his  family  became  the  first  blacks  to 
move  into  an  all-white  Birmingham 
neighborhood  to  the  attempt  in  1975  to 


hold  him— by  that  time  an  outspoken  ad¬ 
vocate  of  prisoners’  rights— accountable 
for  a  prison  uprising  in  which  a  guard 
was  killed. 

I  traveled  to  Alabama  to  interview 
Mr.  Harris  for  "E/SA,”  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  social-action  magazine.  I  found 
him  to  be  an  inspiring  person,  full  of 
goodwill  for  humankind  despite  the  pain 
he  had  suffered. 

The  movement  in  solidarity  with  Mr. 
Harris  was  beginning  to  bear  fruit:  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  recently  overturned 
a  statute  similar  to  the  one  under  which 
he  was  convicted.  After  12  years  on 
death  row,  once  coming  within  hours  of 
execution,  Mr.  Harris  may  soon  see  his 
death  sentence  lifted. 

But  Mr.  Harris  quickly  redirected  our 
conversation  to  his  “family"  (as  he  calls  the 
others  on  death  row)  who  have  not  been  so 


We  must  learn  difference  between  science,  religion 


lucky— among  them,  Wayne  Ritter. 

Indeed,  in  two  other  recent  decisions, 
the  Supreme  Court  removed  obstacles  to 
capital  punishment,  opening  the  way  for 
widespread  executions. 

As  we  were  ending  the  interview,  Mr. 
Harris  relayed  a  request  from  Wayne 
Ritter:  that  I  ask  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  seek  clemency  for  him  and 
Cornelius  Singleton,  another  young  man 
scheduled  to  die  in  August. 

I  called  other  groups 

As  I  left  Alabama,  I  did  call  among 
other  groups  in  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society’s  Department  of  Political  and 
Human  Rights  (which  had  already  spo¬ 
ken  out  against  the  upcoming  executions) 
and  my  own  congregation.  That  was  the 
"help”  that  Wayne  referred  to  in  the  sub¬ 
sequent  phone  call. 

Fellow  United  Methodists,  let  us  do 
better  than  that!  Let  us  be  the  church 
that  Wayne  appealed  to.  Write  or  call 
Gov.  Guy  Hunt  (11  S.  Union  St.,  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Ala.  36104,  (205)  261-7100)  asking 
for  clemency  and  send  a  postcard  to 
Wayne  Ritter  (Holman  37,  Atmore,  Ala. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  disappointed  to  see  the  let¬ 
ters  in  the  July  24  issue  fall  5-0  against 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  who  suc¬ 
cessfully  challenged  the  “creation  sci¬ 
ence"  law  in  their  state. 

As  a  United  Methodist,  a  scientist  and 
a  regular  contributor  to  two  of  the  orga¬ 
nizations  that  supported  the  plaintiffs  in 
the  case,  I  wish  to  cast  my  vote  in  favor 
of  their  efforts. 

The  comments  in  the  letters  probably 
represent  the  sentiments  of  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  your  readers,  who  react  with  a  gut 
feeling  against  anything  that  seems 
somehow  anti-God. 

To  me  and  many  others  in  education, 
such  feelings  just  serve  to  highlight  what 
we  perceive  as  one  of  the  many  failings 
of  our  public-education  system— in  this 
case,  the  failure  to  provide  our  citizens 
with  the  ability  to  distinguish  science 
from  religion. 

Actually,  given  the  prominence  of 
"creation  science”  as  a  topic  of  discus¬ 
sion  in  the  last  10  years,  it  is  folly  not  to 
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deal  with  it  in  connection  with  the  teach¬ 
ing  of  evolution  in  our  schools. 

Accordingly,  I  would  suggest  that  it 
should  be  taught— along  with  astrology, 
Scientology  and  other  pseudoscience— as 
an  example  of  bogus  science. 

By  clearly  illustrating  where  these  sub¬ 
jects  fail  the  tests  of  science,  teachers 
might  equip  students  with  a  deeper  un¬ 
derstanding  of  science  than  they  achieve 
by  simply  teaching  scientific  facts. 

If  we  in  this  country  cannot  learn  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  science  and  religion,  both 
our  science  and  our  religion  will  suffer. 

Joel  Tellinghuisen 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Melding  creation,  evolution 

To  the  Editor: 

I  cannot  understand  why  some  think 
that  creationism  should  be  taught  in  pub¬ 
lic  schools.  In  one  of  the  most  pluralist 
societies  in  the  world,  no  one’s  religious 
convictions  that  would  influence  scientif¬ 
ic  inquiry  should  be  taught  as  fact.  Many 
people  with  conflicting  beliefs  would 
rightfully  object. 

Is  that  not  why  we  build  beautiful 
churches?  Are  not  they  and  the  home  the 
proper  places  for  religious  instruction? 

More  should  be  taught  in  the  public 
schools  about  religious  and  universal 
moral  principles.  There  is  a  world  of  dif- 
fe  “nee  between  doing  that  and  teaching 
"religion.” 

A.  d  lifelong  United  Methodist,  I  have 
no  trouble  at  all  melding  the  biblical  ac¬ 
count  of  creation  with  evolution.  Be¬ 
cause  evolution  is  called  theory  does  not 


make  it  wrong.  The  earth  and  the  uni¬ 
verse  are  not  complete.  They  will  forev¬ 
er  evolve. 

Janet  Larson 
Fremont,  Nebraska 

Wesley  and  evolution 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  John  Wesley  and  the  theory 
of  evolution:  If  anyone  would  take  time 
to  locate  and  read  Volume  I  of  Wesley’s 
“Compend.  of  Natural  Philosophy,”  writ¬ 
ten  in  March  1775,  he  or  she  would  find* 
out  that  Wesley  pointed  out  that  the  body 
and  structure  of  man  is  very  similar  to 
fish  and  beasts. 

About  the  only  difference  between  Wes¬ 
ley’s  and  modern  scientists’  beliefs  is  that 
the  scientists  (some  at  least)  say  they 
don’t  know  where  we  started  from.  Wes¬ 
ley  emphatically  believes  we  all  started 
from  God!  Here  are  two  quotations  from 
his  book  cited  above: 

“God,  in  creating  the  first  individual  of 
each  species,  animal  or  vegetable,  not 
only  gave  a  form  to  the  dust  of  the  earth 
but  a  principle  of  life,  enclosing  in  each, 
a  greater  or  smaller  quantity  of  original 
particles,  indestructible  and  common  to 
all  organized  beings. 

“These  pass  from  body  to  body,  sup¬ 
porting  the  life  and  ministering  to  the 
growth  of  each.  And  when  any  body  is  re¬ 
duced  to  ashes,  these  original  particles, 
on  which  death  has  no  power,  survive 
and  pass  into  other  beings,  bringing  with 
them  nourishment  and  life. 

“Thus  every  production  supposes  a 


preceding  destruction.  The  total  quantity 
of  life  in  the  universe  is  therefore  per¬ 
petually  the  same.  ...  If  death  is  permit¬ 
ted  to  cut  down  individuals,  it  is  only,  in 
order  to  make  of  the  universe  ...  a  the¬ 
atre  ever  crowded,  a  spectacle  ever 
new.”  (Page  301) 

"Hence  we  learn,  that  an  atom  to  God 
is  as  a  world;  and  a  world  but  as  an 
atom;  just  as  to  Him  one  day  is  a  thou¬ 
sand  years;  and  a  thousand  years  but  as 
one  day.”  (Page  312) 

Franklin  Wilder 
Fort  Smith,  Arkansas 

Address  corrected 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Order  of  St.  Luke  appreciates  the 
recent  publication  of  my  letter  concern¬ 
ing  there  being  two  orders  of  St.  Luke 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  7). 

However,  the  address  to  which  people 
could  write  for  more  information  was  left 
out.  To  make  matters  worse,  I  was  wrong¬ 
ly  identified  as  being  from  California. 

People  can  obtain  more  information 
about  the  United  Methodist-related  Or¬ 
der  of  St.  Luke  by  contacting  me  at  my 
correct  address:  1935  Burbank  Drive, 
Dayton,  Ohio  45406. 

Michael  J.  O’Donnell 
Dayton,  Ohio 

Factor  population  shifts 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  the  July  17  article  head¬ 
lined  “Growth  among  losses.” 

A  summary  of  the  annual  conference 
membership  statistics  noted  a  nation- 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Have  journalistic  efforts  6 kept  the  faith9? 


Why  would  anyone  willingly  and  re¬ 
peatedly  volunteer  to  go  before  a  judge? 

That’s  what  we  of  the  Reporter  edito¬ 
rial  staff  did  recently  as  we  submitted 
our  entries  in  annual  competition  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Press  Club  of  Dallas. 

Our  entries,  along  with  those  from  oth¬ 
er  area  publications,  will  go  to  an  anony¬ 
mous  panel  of  judges.  Those  judges  will 
select  what  they  feel  are  the  best  exam¬ 
ples  of  such  journalistic  endeavors  as 
editorial  writing,  news  writing,  feature 
writing  and  photography. 

Twice  more  this  year  we  will  go 
through  a  similar  process,  deciding  on 
and  then  submitting  what  we  consider 
our  best  collective  and  individual  work 
to  other  panels  of  judges— once  for  the 
national  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  and  finally  for  the  na¬ 
tional.  interdenominational  Associated 
Church  Press. 

The  hard  part  begins  individually.  You 
are  your  own  first  judge.  How  do  you  se¬ 
lect  your  best  work  for  a  year  in,  say, 
editorial  writing,  where  you  may  have 
written  40  or  50  pieces,  or  in  news  writ¬ 
ing,  where  you  may  have  written  100 
pieces? 

Once  individual  nominations  are 


placed  into  the  staff  pool,  how  does  the 
staff  collectively  evaluate  one  col¬ 
league’s  work 
against  another’s? 

You  also  attempt 
group  psychology: 

What  are  the  judges 
looking  for?  What’s 
our  record  of 
strength  in  this  cate¬ 
gory  versus  weak¬ 
ness  in  another?  John  Lovelace 

You  seek  and  generally  reach  consen¬ 
sus,  fill  out  the  entry  forms,  rush  to  beat 
the  deadline,  then  hope  for  the  best. 

As  it  happened,  the  same  day  we  made 
our  Press  Club  selections,  I  performed  a 
monthly  task,  chairing  the  council  on 
ministries  at  my  local  church.  And,  as  is 
my  practice,  I  opened  the  meeting  with  a 
brief  devotional. 

I  told  about  what  our  staff  had  gone 
through  that  day,  making  many  hard  deci¬ 
sions  and,  by  definition,  leaving  out  some 
very  good  work.  I  asked:  What  if  someone 
sponsored  a  contest  for  best  council  on 
ministries?  Would  ours  have  a  chance? 
For  best  preaching?  For  best  church? 

I  told  my  friends  on  the  council  that  it 
all  reminded  me  of  some  words  from  the 
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thy. 

In  2  Timothy  4:7  Paul  writes,  “I  have 
fought  the  good  fight.  I  have  finished  the 
race.  I  have  kept  the  faith.” 

That’s  what  we  on  the  Reporter  staff 
hoped  we  had  done,  I  suggested.  We  had 
"fought  the  good  fight”  in  producing  a 
newspaper  each  week;  we  had  “finished 
the  race"  in  completing  a  year’s  work. 
But  had  we  "kept  the  faith”? 

Had  we  adequately  lived  up  to  the  re¬ 
sponsibility,  identified  elsewhere  on  this 
page,  of  being  a  “weekly  newspaper 
serving  the  United  Methodist  Church”? 

Had  we  in  fact  maintained  “an  inde¬ 
pendent  editorial  policy  aimed  at  provid¬ 
ing  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and 
viewpoints  consistent  with  the  pluralism 
of  United  Methodism”? 

That’s  what  we  claim  to  be  about.  In  a 
partial  and  imperfect  way,  awards  offer 
an  indication  of  how  well  we’ve  fulfilled 
that  claim. 

But  have  we  kept  faith  with  you,  our 
regular  readers?  The  answer  to  that 
question  may  be  more  telling  than  any 
awards  we  might  win.  After  all,  you  are 
the  judge— not  once  but  52  times  a  year. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


wide  membership  decline  of  approxi¬ 
mately  69,000,  continuing  the  trend 
starting  with  unification  in  1968. 

The  same  article  noted  an  increase  in 
membership  in  certain  “Sunbelt”  states 
with  one  or  two  exceptions. 

The  July  10  issue  of  “The  Kiplinger 
Washington  Letter”  reporting  on  a  switch 
in  congressional  seats  after  the  1990  cen¬ 
sus  noted  the  shift  in  population  from 
many  northern  states  to  the  Sunbelt  area 
ranging  from  Arizona  to  North  Carolina. 

Future  articles  on  church  growth  would 
better  inform  the  reader  if  the  writer  took 
into  consideration  population  shifts.  Have 
the  Sunbelt  states  merely  increased  in 
numbers  of  United  Methodists  but  not  as  a 
percentage  of  the  state’s  population? 

I  question  the  accuracy  of  statements 
explaining  why  there  have  been  mem¬ 
bership  increases  in  certain  conferences, 
e.g.  “Membership  increases  in  two  con¬ 
ferences  that  have  emphasized  the 
church  school  as  a  tool  for  congregation¬ 
al  growth  provide  evidence  to  support . . . 
[a]  prediction.” 

There  is  a  substantial  difference  be¬ 
tween  correlation  and  causation.  Many 
other  conferences  have  also  emphasized 
the  church  school  in  recent  years  only  to 
see  membership  losses  continue,  perhaps 
because  of  shifts  in  population  or  some 
other  reason,  e.g.  unemployment,  farm 
mortgage  default  or  cost  of  living. 

R.  Andrew  Lady 
Williamsport,  Pennsylvania 


36503).  ^ 

I  did  not  even  ask  Wayne  what  he  was 
convicted  of  because  nothing  can  ratio¬ 
nalize  the  crime  the  state  is  about  to 
commit  against  him.  And  for  me  nothing 
can  still  the  memory  of  his  voice  on  the 
phone:  strong,  vibrant,  a  bit  embar¬ 
rassed. 

Our  denomination  unambiguously  op¬ 
poses  the  death  penalty.  Let  us  make 
that  mean  something  in  reality. 

Let  us  never  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  direct 
appeals,  but  let’s  go  beyond  that:  let  us 
build  the  networks,  organizations  and 
personal  responsibility  we  need  to  be¬ 
come  a  growing  force  in  defense  of  life. 

Paola  Maranan  of  the  National  Coali¬ 
tion  against  the  Death  Penalty  calls  cap¬ 
ital  punishment  an  expression  of  our 
society’s  “psychopathic  animosity  to¬ 
ward  the  poor.” 

There  is  hardly  a  person  on  death  row 
who  could  afford  to  hire  his  or  her  own 
lawyer.  But  the  Gospel  is  the  good  news 
of  boundless  love— especially  for  the 
poor. 

Let  us  become  part  of  that  love.  Let  us 
transform  it  from  words  into  action  and 
from  wishful  thinking  into  a  better 
world. 

"Here  1  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Margy  Stewart  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Hanover  (Ind.)  United  Methodist 
Church  (South  Indiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 


Agency  Services  is 

.  .  .  your  one-stop  public  relations 
and  communications  studio. 

Agency  Services  can  fill  the  gaps  of 
your  communication  efforts  through 
a  coordinated  program  of 
advertising,  promotion,  and  public 
relations.  Agency  Services  has  the 
manpower,  experience  and 
equipment  to  provide  you  with  full 
printing,  production,  typesetting, 
layout  and  design  services  for  your 
brochures,  calendars,  tobloid 
publications,  magazines,  logos, 
stationary,  etc. 

“Our  ministry  servicing  your  ministry” 

Contact:  Tom  Gibson  (214)  630-6495 


EVANGELISM  ? 

Evangelism  is  "bringing  the  good  news."  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  "good  news” 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective  j: 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  "in-house  newsletter,"  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange¬ 
lism. 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

214/630-6495 
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UM-led  ecumenical  bodies  stem  ongoing  farm  crisis 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

When  a  town’s  bank  closes  in  at  least 
five  mid-American  states,  a  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  are  ready  to  help  residents  sort 
through  the  confusion  and  ease  the  pain- 
thanks  in  part  to  United  Methodists. 

In  Kansas,  for  example,  it  is  the  Inter¬ 
faith  Rural  Life  Committee.  In  Iowa,  it 
is  Prairie  Fire.  In  Oklahoma,  it  is  Ag 
Link.  In  Louisiana  and  Nebraska  similar 
agencies  also  offer  help. 

These  agencies  offer  farmers  such  ser¬ 
vices  as  legal  advice,  mediation  training, 
counseling,  disaster  relief  and  financial 
analysis.  Costs  to  individuals  and  groups 
range  from  no  charge  for  most  services 
to  minimal  fees  for  others. 

United  Methodists  have  played  impor¬ 
tant  roles  in  establishing  these  resource 
agencies. 

For  instance,  the  Rev.  Ronald  J.  Wil¬ 
liams,  pastor  of  Herington  (Kan.)  United 
Methodist  Church,  helped  put  his  state’s 
assistance  program  into  action. 

Now,  three  months  after  the  closing  of 
First  National  Bank  of  Herington,  Mr. 


Williams  says  that  things  "seem  to  have 
gone  rather  smoothly." 

“I  hesitate  to  say  that  there  was  less 
pain,  but  there  were  ways  to  work  with 
the  pain,”  he  said.  "People  involved  in  a 
bank  closing  need  to  organize  very,  very 
quickly  to  learn  what  they  can  and  can¬ 
not  do  and  learn  what  their  sources  of 
help  are." 

The  Kansas  interfaith  program  in¬ 
cludes  a  special  meeting  soon  after  the 
bank  closing.  There  experts  spell  out  dos 
and  don’ts  for  bank  customers  and  out¬ 
line  ways  of  working  with  the  Federal 
Deposit  Insurance  Corp.,  which  handles 
bank  closings. 

In  addition  to  a  "rumor  control”  infor¬ 
mation  team  composed  of  local  resi¬ 
dents,  the  program  emphasizes  "a 
pastoral  connection”  between  local  min¬ 
isters  and  those  affected,  particularly 
small  business  owners  and  farmers,  Mr. 
Williams  said. 

Prairie  Fire  helps  Iowa  farmers 

In  Iowa  the  ecumenically  supported 
Prairie  Fire  provides  a  similar  bank¬ 


closing  response  team. 

Led  by  a  self-described  “broke  farm¬ 
er"  and  including  a  United  Methodist 
minister,  the  team  grew  out  of  a  United 
Methodist  pastor’s  effort  in  southern 
Iowa,  said  Pete  Brent. 

Mr.  Brent,  widely  recognized  by  rural 
support  groups  as  the  "guru”  of  bank  clo¬ 
sure,  said  his  four-member  team  meets 
with  bank  borrowers  to  outline  the  action 
to  be  taken  and  explains  how  the  FDIC 
works  when  it  takes  over  failed  banks. 

"First  off,”  Mr.  Brent  said,  “we  know 
that  people  are  going  to  be  in  a  state  of 
shock.  Depositors  are  safe.  You  don’t  have 
to  worry  about  your  mother-in-law  or  your 
folks  losing  their  money.  It’s  not  like  the 
’30s.  The  problem  is  for  some  of  the  bor¬ 
rowers.” 

The  team  designs  its  program  to  ad¬ 
dress  borrowers’  problems  and  seeks  to 
get  information  out  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Mr.  Brent  said  he  no  longer  waits  for 
people  in  bank-closing  communities  to 
call  him.  He  quickly  follows  up  on  tips 
from  state  banking  officials  as  soon  as  a 
bank  is  closed. 


Oklahoma’s  Ag  Link  works  closely 
with  Prairie  Fire  and  has  used  Mr. 
Brent’s  formula  for  responding  to  bank 
closings,  said  the  Rev.  Max  Glenn,  Ag 
Link  director. 

Like  Mr.  Brent,  Mr.  Glenn,  a  minister 
in  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ),  credits  United  Methodists  for  his 
state’s  rural  crisis  response  program. 

He  said  a  delegation  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  farmers  and  their  pastor  called  on 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  (Oklahoma 
Area)  to  help  distressed  farmers.  Bishop 
Hardt  turned  to  the  Oklahoma  Council  of 
Churches,  where  Mr.  Glenn  heads  the 
staff.  The  council,  in  turn,  created  the 
ecumenical  crisis  response  organization. 

“We’ve  got  one  of  the  broadest-based 
coalitions  in  the  country,”  Mr.  Glenn 
said.  In  addition  to  following  the  Iowa 
model  and  meeting  with  bank  borrowers, 
Ag  Link  has  fielded  more  than  17,000 
calls  since  its  farm  crisis  hot  line  opened 
in  late  October  1985. 

Ag  Link  offers  a  brochure  entitled 
“Farmers  Guide  to  the  FDIC,”  written 
especially  for  farmers  caught  in  the 


squeeze  of  a  bank  closing.  The  brochure, 
written  by  attorney  Randi  Roth  for  the 
Farmers  Legal  Action  Group  Inc.  of  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  is  an  easy-to-understand 
manual,  said  Jim  Caldwell,  Ag  Link  con¬ 
sulting  attorney. 

Kansan  writing  booklet  to  help 

Kansan  Dale  Fooshe,  rural  life  advo¬ 
cate  for  the  United  Methodist  Kansas 
East  conference,  said  the  crisis  is  not 
over  for  farmers,  small  businesses  and 
some  financial  institutions. 

“I’m  beginning  to  pick  up  vibrations 
that  the  wheat  crop  (in  Kansas)  is  not  as 
good  as  expected,"  he  told  the  Reporter, 
indicating  that  a  bad  crop  could  add  to 
persistent  bank  problems. 

While  Kansas  Interfaith  also  uses  the 
“borrowers’  meeting  model,"  Mr.  Foo- 
shee  acknowledged  that  many  people  are 
reluctant  to  attend  a  meeting  that  identi¬ 
fies  them  as  holders  of  problem  notes. 

To  reach  them,  he  is  developing  a 
booklet  for  Kansas  Interfaith  that  ex¬ 
plains  ways  for  borrowers  with  troubled 
notes  to  react  when  a  bank  closes. 


In  Louisiana,  the  Interchurch  Farm 
Crisis  Coalition  has  a  wealth  of  help  for 
farmers,  said  the  Rev.  James  L.  Stovall, 
a  United  Methodist  minister  who  works 
with  the  coalition. 

"We  have  attorneys,  emergency  aid 
counseling  and  farm-credit  counselors,” 
Mr  Stovall  said.  “If  an  individual  farmer 
calls  and  says,  ‘I  have  received  this  no¬ 
tice,  and  I  don’t  know  quite  what  to  do,’ 
we  can  offer  meaningful  help.” 

Nebraska  has  a  Farm  Crisis  Hotline,  de¬ 
signed  to  help  people  work  out  farm-relat¬ 
ed  problems  such  as  bank  closures. 

“What  we’re  all  fighting  as  far  as 
farmers  are  concerned,"  the  Rev.  Robert 
L.  Folkers  said,  "is  how  long  can  you 
stay  on  the  farm." 

The  crisis  hot  line  can  help  answer  ques¬ 
tions  that  inevitably  arise  when  a  bank 
holding  a  farmer's  note  closes  as  well  as 
direct  callers  to  other  people  who  can 
help,  the  United  Methodist  minister  said. 

This  story  is  based  in  part  on  an  article 
in  the  Kansas  West  Annual  Conference 
“Crossfire”  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Review. 


Non-move  bid  for  Scarritt 
claimed  by  board  member 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Negotiations  on 
the  move  of  Scarritt  Graduate 
School  from  Nashville  to  Durham, 
N.C.,  are  continuing,  but  alternate 
proposals  could  change  the  game 
plan,  a  Scarritt  board  member  is 
contending. 

“The  option  for  Scarritt  Graduate 
School  to  stay  in  Nashville  is  being 
offered  to  us  by  the  [General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries]  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion,”  said  Edward  Van  Voorhees  of 
Nashville,  a  Scarritt  trustee. 

Although  he  declined  to  give  de¬ 
tails  of  the  Women’s  Division  pro¬ 
posal,  Mr.  Van  Voorhees  said  it 
would  allow  Scarritt  Graduate 
School  to  stay  in  Nashville  and  be¬ 
come  financially  solvent. 

Scarritt  President  Donald  Welch 
declined  to  comment  on  Mr.  Van 
Voorhees’  claims  or  on  any  offer 
that  may  have  come  from  the  Wom¬ 
en's  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

He  said  Scarritt  and  other  denomi¬ 
national  agencies  involved  in  the  pro¬ 
posal  had  agreed  not  to  release 
information  about  plans  for  the 
school  until  after  an  Aug.  27  meeting. 

He  denied  speculations  that  the 
Duke  deal  is  off. 

“We  [Scarritt]  have  stayed  in  con¬ 
tact  with  Duke  throughout  the  sum¬ 
mer,”  Mr.  Welch  said.  “Of  course  we 
can’t  go  forward  with  any  plans  un¬ 


til  the  property  question  is  resolved. 
My  understanding  is  that  the  talks 
with  Duke  simply  are  on  hold.” 

Joyce  Sohl,  Women’s  Division 
treasurer  in  New  York,  also  refused 
to  comment  on  the  Scarritt  situation. 

"We’ve  all  agreed  not  to  talk,  and 
I’ve  got  to  abide  by  that,"  she  said. 

In  February  Scarritt  trustees  an¬ 
nounced  plans  to  close  the  Nashville 
campus,  sell  the  property  and  use 
the  money  to  create  the  Scarritt 
Center  for  Christian  Education  and 
Church  Music  at  Duke  Divinity 
School  (see  UMR,  Feb.  20). 

However,  armed  with  a  1924  con¬ 
tract,  the  Women’s  Division  in  April 
laid  claim  to  the  Scarritt  property 
and  objected  to  the  Duke-Scarritt 
proposal  (see  UMR,  May  8). 

The  contract  said,  in  part,  if  Scar¬ 
ritt  closed  or  ceased  "to  carry  out 
the  purposes  for  which  it  was  incor¬ 
porated  ...  the  Women’s  Missionary 
Council  [forerunner  of  the  Women’s 
Division]  shall  receive  a  proper  and 
fair  pro  rata  share  of  the  ultimate 
assets  of  Scarritt.” 

The  dispute  was  put  on  hold  pend¬ 
ing  further  study  by  Scarritt  trust¬ 
ees,  the  Women’s  Division  and  two 
other  United  Methodist  agencies— 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  and  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion.  All  have  some  ownership  inter¬ 
est  in  Scarritt. 


Chaplain/general/executive  returns  to  parish 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

The  Rev.  Orris  E.  Kelly,  who  spent 
much  of  his  career  at  the  top  in  the  mili¬ 
tary  chaplaincy,  United  Methodist  bu¬ 
reaucracy  and  private  industry,  is  back 
home  in  Kansas  serving  a  two-point 
charge. 

“I  always  wanted  to  wind  up  my  ca¬ 
reer  in  the  local  church,”  said  Dr.  Kelly, 
61,  whose  former  positions  could  be  the 
grand  finale  for  anyone’s  career: 

/  Chief  of  chaplains,  U  S.  Army; 

/Chief  executive  of  the  Division  of 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries,  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry; 

/  Vice  president  for  pastoral  ser¬ 
vices,  Hospital  Corporation  of  Ameri¬ 
ca— the  nation’s  largest  chain  of 
for-profit  hospitals. 

His  assignment  since  May  has  been  a 
two-point  charge  in  Arkansas  City,  Kan., 
where  he  serves  200-member  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church  and  75-member 
Grandview  United  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Kelly,  a  native  of  north  central 
Kansas,  said  that  after  34  years  in  poli¬ 
cy-making  and  program  development,  it 
was  good  to  get  back  to  a  “hands-on  min¬ 
istry”  that  allowed  him  to  build  commu¬ 
nity  and  work  in  individual  lives. 

His  most  recent  previous  assignment 
in  a  local  church  was  during  the  early 
1950s,  when  he  was  a  student  at  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

Although  his  churches  are  in  rural 
Kansas,  just  north  of  the  Kansas-Oklaho- 
ma  line,  Dr.  Kelly  said  their  needs  are 


similar  to  those  felt  throughout  the 
church:  declining 
membership  sur¬ 
rounded  by  large 
numbers  of  "un- 
churched”  people,  a  M  4 

growing  elderly  pop-  £-■ 

ulation  and  a  stream 
of  transients  who  ^ 

turn  to  the  church  ^  „  1 

for  direction  Orris  Kelly 

Dr.  Kelly  made  news  in  November 
1985  when  he  was  hired  for  the  newly 
created  position  of  vice  president  for 
pastoral  services  at  Hospital  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  America. 

"My  job  with  HCA  was  interim  more 
than  long  term,”  he  said,  adding  that  his 
former  position  has  not  been  filled  pend¬ 
ing  some  corporate  reorganization.  He 
said  he  joined  the  firm  to  help  it  identify 
pastoral  programs  already  in  place  and 
set  up  goals  and  principles  for  existing 
and  new  programs. 

“I’m  not  a  hospital  chaplain,”  he  said. 
“They  need  to  bring  in  somebody  now 
that  has  that  experience  to  develop  the 
program.” 

Hired  to  develop  programs 

Dr.  Kelly  was  hired  to  develop  “quali¬ 
ty  pastoral  care  and  services  within  our 
current  hospitals,”  Samuel  Howard,  a  se¬ 
nior  vice  president  at  the  hospital  chain, 
told  the  Reporter  at  that  time. 

He  was  not  hired,  as  some  people  specu¬ 
lated,  to  help  acquire  more  church-owned 
hospitals  for  the  corporation,  Mr.  Howard 


said.  (Earlier  in  1985  the  hospital  chain 
had  bought  UM-related  Weslev  Medical 
Center  in  Wichita,  Kan.,  for  $265  million.) 

Dr.  Kelly  said  that  healthy  competi¬ 
tion  of  for-profit  hospitals  and  non-profit 
(including  church-related)  hospitals  is 
good  for  the  consumer.  For-profit  hospi¬ 
tal  chains,  like  his  former  employer,  can 
"give  new  impetus  for  non-profit  hospi¬ 
tals  to  band  together  to  develop  manage¬ 
ment  structures  and  compete  more 
efficiently,"  he  said. 

But  both  kinds  of  hospitals  are  being 
“extremely  careful"  because  of  spiraling 
operating  costs  and  lower  Medicare, 
Medicaid  and  insurance  payments,  he 
said.  "Hospital  administrators  won’t  put 
their  money  into  something  that  can’t 
produce  proven  care,”  he  said. 

Unfortunately  in  some  cases,  he  said, 
that  has  meant  pastoral  care.  Part  of  his 
job  at  Hospital  Corporation  of  America 
was  to  work  with  the  company’s  480  hos¬ 
pitals  to  ensure  that  administrators  un¬ 
derstood  the  importance  of  pastoral  care. 

Dr.  Kelly  pointed  to  studies  that  show 
good  spiritual  health  intrinsically  linked 
to  good  physical  health.  Other  studies 
have  shown  that  people  with  stronger 
faith  take  less  medicine,  get  better 
quicker  and  consequently  do  not  cost  as 
much  to  treat. 

He  said  he  hopes  further  research  will 
point  to  the  importance  of  pastoral  care 
in  the  overall  approach  to  health  care. 

During  his  year  and  a  half  at  Hospital 
Corporation  of  America,  Dr.  Kelly  spent 
much  of  his  time  “in  the  field”  surveying 
hospital  needs  and  developing  policies 


for  establishing  pastoral  care. 

"Many  of  our  hospitals  were  too  small 
to  sustain  a  full-time  chaplain,”  he  said.  In 
that  case.  Dr.  Kelly  helped  them  work 
with  the  local  ministerial  alliance  or  inter¬ 
ested  clergy  in  establishing  pastoral  care. 

He  also  coordinated  efforts  for  linking 
local  programs  with  the  Association  of 
Clinical  Pastoral  Educators,  a  profes¬ 
sional  association  that  trains  clergy  in 
hospital  ministry. 

Health  workers  have  ministry 

Dr.  Kelly  said  that  many  nurses,  doc¬ 
tors  and  hospital  administrators  have  a 
"strong  sense  of  ministry”  in  their  voca¬ 
tion  that  causes  them  to  reach  out— -in  a 
pastoral  way— to  the  sick. 

"Too  often  we  think  it’s  the  clergy’s 
job  to  minister  to  the  sick,  but  the  laity  is 
a  significant  part  of  what  a  hospital  does 
in  providing  pastoral  care,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Kelly  also  served  as  corporate 
chaplain  at  the  chain’s  huge  headquar¬ 
ters  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  But  he  said  he 
didn’t  do  much  in  that  area  because  most 
of  the  executives  were  members  of  local 
churches. 

Dr.  Kelly  draws  on  his  varied  profes¬ 
sional  background  as  he  serves  his  two 
Kansas  churches.  He  said  his  career  in 
the  Army  in  such  places  as  Vietnam, 
Germany  and  Washington;  his  stint  with 
a  denominational  agency;  and  his  experi¬ 
ence  in  private  industry  have  taught  him 
one  thing:  “Human  nature  is  the  same 
the  world  over.” 

It’s  how  you  relate  to  those  people  that 
counts,  he  said. 


Third- World  ‘corner  drug  store’  has  UM  backing 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

A  New  Windsor,  Md.,  agency  that  has 
earned  a  reputation  as  the  Third  World’s 


TRAINING 

OPPORTUNITIES  IN  CHURCH 
REDEVELOPMENT 

INTRODUCTION  TO  CHURCH 
REDEVELOPMENT 

McCoy  Center  for  Urban  Redemption 
Birmingham,  Alabama 
September  14  -  18,  1987 

$175.00  per  person 
(double  occupancy) 

PROGRAMMING  FOR  MISSION: 
Program  Development 

Thompson  Center 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

October  1 4  -  1 6,  1 987 

$75.00  per  person  (double  occupancy) 

GROUNDED  IN  THE  SPIRIT: 
Spiritual  Formation 

Collins  Retreat  Center 
Eagle  Creek,  Oregon  (near  Portland) 
November  9-11,1 987 
$100.00  per  person 
(double  occupancy) 

(Fee  will  alter  for  early  arrival  or  late 
departure) 

All  workshops  start  at  noon  of  the  first 
day  and  end  at  noon  of  the  last  day. 

Contact: 

Rev.  James  A.  Craig 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Congregational  Development  Unit 
475  Riverside  Drive,  suite  320 
New  York,  NY  10115 
(212)870-3866 

COOPERATIVE  PARISH  MINIS 
TRY:  Covenanting  for  Mission 
Through  Team  Building 

Hinton  Rural  Life  Center 
Hayesville,  North  Carolina 
September  14-17,  1987 

$1 16.00  per  person 
(double  occupancy) 

Workshop  begins  with  dinner  on 
Monday  at  6:00  p.m.  and  ends  with 
lunch  on  Thursday. 

Contact: 

Rev.  Clyde  A.  Anderson 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Congregational  Development  Unit 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Suite  320 
New  York,  NY  10115 
(212)870-3866 


“corner  drug  store”  is  using  United 
Methodist  mission  volunteers,  among 
others,  to  convey  medical  supplies  quick¬ 
ly  to  overseas  medical  missionaries,  hos¬ 
pitals  and  clinics. 

Interchurch  Medical  Assistance  Inc.  is 
a  26-year-old  ecumenical  organization 
that  solicits  products  from  manufactur¬ 
ers  of  pharmaceutical,  medical  and  hos¬ 
pital  supplies  and  equipment  for 
distribution  in  developing  countries. 

The  not-for-profit  agency  has  chan¬ 
neled  more  than  $233  million  worth  of  do¬ 
nated  medical  supplies  to  church-related 
health-care  facilities  in  the  Third  World. 

Its  16  member  agencies  include  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 

Usually,  medical  supplies  are  shipped 
to  church-  or  mission-related  hospitals, 
clinics  and  medical  mission  personnel. 

But  that  method  of  distribution  isn’t 
always  practical  for  medical  supplies 
that  need  to  be  distributed  before  they 
become  out-dated,  said  the  Rev.  Paul 
Maxey,  Interchurch  Medical  Assistance’s 
associate  executive  director. 

Interchurch  Medical  Assistance’s 
wealth  of  those  medical  supplies,  cou¬ 
pled  with  frequent  United  Methodist  vol¬ 
unteer  trips,  is  a  perfect  marriage  of 
volunteers,  supplies  and  opportunity, 
said  the  Rev.  Thomas  Lee  Curtis  of  At¬ 
lanta.  He  is  the  Volunteers-In-Mission  co¬ 
ordinator  for  the  United  Methodist 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

"A  lot  of  our  people  are  medical  vol¬ 


unteers,  anyway,"  he  said.  "Many  are 
doctors,  dentists,  ophthalmologists,  all 
kinds  of  medical  personnel.” 

Volunteers-in-Mission  is  a  grass-roots 
United  Methodist  movement  among  laity 
and  clergy  in  which  workers  serve  on 
short-term  mission  projects  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  overseas. 

Dr.  Maxey  agreed  with  Mr.  Curtis  that 
Interchurch  Medical  Assistance  could  take 
advantage  of  the  frequent  trips  of  United 
Methodist  Volunteers-in-Mission  teams  to 
serve  as  couriers  for  the  supplies. 

Dr.  Maxey  said  stock  in  the  assistance 
group's  New  Windsor  warehouse  is  listed 
by  expiration  date  on  computer,  and  a  list¬ 
ing  of  available  items  can  be  readily  ob¬ 
tained  for  shipments  for  volunteers. 

The  cost  is  minimal.  About  4  percent 
of  the  wholesale  cost  of  the  medicine  is 
charged  as  a  handling  and  packing  fee  to 
recipients— such  as  volunteer  teams, 
hospitals,  clinics  or  medical  personnel 
that  receive  shipments.  Supporters  of 
mission  projects  often  pick  up  the  tab, 
said  Dr.  Maxey. 

In  addition  to  medicines,  the  ware¬ 
house  handles  personal  care  items  like 
shampoo,  toothpaste  and  other  hygiene 
supplies. 

Dr.  Maxey  said  his  office  also  keeps  up 
to  date  on  the  needs  of  certain  mission 
areas. 

More  information  is  available  from  In¬ 
terchurch  Medical  Assistance,  Box  429, 
New  Windsor,  Md.  21776,  phone  (301)  635- 
6474. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  EARL  GRISWOLD 

NEW  WINDSOR,  Md.— Earl  Griswold  (at  left),  coordinator  for  the  Baltimore  conference  Volunteers-in-Mission, 
helps  Chip  Hart  of  Plant  City,  Fla.,  (atop  wing)  load  $34,000  worth  of  medical  supplies  into  an  airplane  bound  for 
church-related  hospitals  and  clinics  in  Haiti.  Wesley  Kaylor  of  Americus,  Ga.,  is  in  the  cockpit.  All  three  are  volun¬ 
teers.  The  UM  Baltimore  conference  and  several  churches  within  the  conference  helped  pay  for  the  flight. 


For  these  volunteers ,  drug-running  is  a  mission 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Earl  and  Lura  Griswold,  coordinators 
for  a  Baltimore  conference  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Volunteers-in-Mission  program, 
would  like  to  establish  a  regular  drug 
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(The  compact  ele¬ 
vator)  where  space 
and  economy  are 
prime  considerations. 
Designed,  sized  and 
priced  specifically  for 
churches.  A  commer¬ 
cial  lift  for  safe,  de¬ 
pendable  operation 
with  the  handicapped, 
disabled  and  elderly  in 
mind. 


Write  or  call  for  free  brochure 

LIFT-AVATOR,  INC. 

435  Park  Ave.  Lockport,  NY  14094 
Phone  (716)  434-1300 


run  to  Haiti. 

Not  to  worry. 

The  Griswolds  are  not  drug  smugglers, 
even  if  a  plane  they  used  earlier  this  year 
has  been  "convicted”  of  that  offense. 

Instead,  the  United  Methodist  lay  cou¬ 
ple  have  been  trying  to  create  a  medical 
supply  network  for  L’Eglisa  Methodiste 
du  Haiti  (Methodist  Church  of  Haiti) 
church-related  hospitals  and  clinics  in 
the  Caribbean  nation. 

The  Griswolds  sent  shipments  to  the 
Haitian  capital  of  Port  au  Prince  in 
March  and  June  aboard  a  twin-engine 
plane  that  once  had  been  used  for  drug 
smuggling. 

The  plane  was  purchased  at  a  federal 
Drug  Enforcement  Administration  auc¬ 
tion  by  a  Frankford,  Del.,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  farmer,  Richard  West.  Now  it’s 
emblazoned  with  the  phrase,  "God  be  the 
Glory,”  and  its  pilot-owner  hopes  it  can 
be  used  to  take  supplies  to  Haiti  regular¬ 
ly,  Dr.  Griswold  said. 

The  Griswolds  have  a  third  shipment 
of  medical  supplies  ready  to  ship. 

Medicines  are  atop  the  "wish  list”  of 
every  hospital  and  clinic  in  Haiti,  partic¬ 


ularly  those  that  serve  the  poor,  Dr. 
Griswold  said. 

The  Griswolds’  zeal  is  the  result  of  their 
being  sent  to  Haiti  last  January  to  scout 
out  new  projects  for  the  Baltimore  confer¬ 
ence’s  Volunteers-in-Mission  program. 

Dr.  Griswold,  a  retired  sociology  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Western  Maryland  College,  said 
that  at  a  clinic  “right  in  the  middle”  of 
one  of  the  poorest  areas  of  Port  au 
Prince,  the  Haitian  nurse  on  staff  had  no 
medicines  to  dispense. 

“They  are  out  of  most  medicines,”  he 
said.  “That’s  the  way  it  is  all  over  Haiti. 
They  have  people  to  man  the  clinics  but 
no  medicine." 

The  Griswolds  “just  happened  to 
know”  about  a  60,000-square-foot  ware¬ 
house  full  of  medical  supplies  donated  by 
pharmaceutical  companies  for  the  exact 
purpose  of  supplying  hospitals  and  clin¬ 
ics  in  Third  World  nations. 

The  warehouse  belongs  to  Interchurch 
Medical  Assistance  Inc.  of  New  Windsor, 
Md.  That’s  a  non-profit  agency  made  up 
of  representatives  of  major  Protestant 
mission  boards  and  relief  agencies,  in¬ 
cluding  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 


General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“We  live  just  a  few  miles  from  New 
Windsor,”  Dr.  Griswold  said. 

For  a  small  handling  charge  (about  4 
percent  of  the  wholesale  cost  of  the  sup¬ 
plies),  Interchurch  Medical  Assistance 
prepares  shipments  that  volunteers  can 
take  to  medical  missionaries,  clinics  or 
hospitals  in  developing  countries. 

And  once  an  eligible  recipient  for  the 
medical  supplies  has  been  located,  such  as 
the  Methodist  clinics  in  Haiti,  it  is  possible 
to  set  up  a  regular  shipping  program. 

“The  usual  problem  is  to  find  responsi¬ 
ble  people  who  can  see  to  it  that  medi¬ 
cines  will  get  to  the  people  who  need  it,” 
Dr.  Griswold  said. 

Haitian  church  officials  and  United 
Methodist  missionaries  from  the  United 
States,  highly  respected  in  Haiti,  can  cut 
through  the  red  tape  usually  associated 
with  shipments,  he  said. 

In  the  case  of  the  earlier  shipments, 
the  medical  supplies  were  sent  directly 
to  United  Methodist  missionary  Cecilia 
Manness,  who  immediately  began  dis¬ 
tributing  the  supplies  to  clinics  through¬ 
out  the  country. 


"What  they  wanted  was  very  basic 
medicines,”  Dr.  Griswold  said. 

Supplies  can  be  characterized  as  “cor¬ 
ner  drugstore  medicine”— including  Ana- 
cin  tablets,  Bandaids,  Dristan  Ultra-Cold 
formula,  nasal  mists,  Sudafed,  Primatene, 
baby  washcloths;  Tylenol,  arthritis  pain 
relievers,  penicillin,  anti-fungus  skin 
creams,  anti-diarrheals  like  Kaopectate 
and  anti-acids  like  Pepto-Bismol. 

The  clinics  also  need  plastic  bottles  in 
which  to  distribute  pills. 

Dr.  Griswold  said  more  pilots  and 
planes  are  needed  to  carry  shipments. 

“We  have  churches  who  are  willing  to 
pick  up  the  tab,  but  we  are  sort  of  sty¬ 
mied  by  lack  of  transportation,”  he  said. 

Another  problem  is  their  farmer-pilots 
have  had  to  work  flight  schedules  around 
farming  schedules.  Dr.  Griswold  said. 

“Interchurch  Medical  Assistance  is 
just  sitting  there  with  all  this  medicine 
just  waiting  for  someone  to  ship  it  out,” 
Dr.  Griswold  said. 

“We  really  felt  led  to  do  this.  Haitians 
are  very  excited.  I  feel  that  it’s  a  high 
priority.  People  depend  on  these  clinics.” 

-GLEN  LARUM 
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People  ‘Discover’  real-live  worship  at  this  growing  church 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

SHORT  PUMP,  Va. -Nobody  who  vis¬ 
its  Discovery  United  Methodist  Church  in 
suburban  Richmond  is  going  to  perceive 
it  as  a  run-of-the-mill  congregation. 

Its  pastor,  the  Rev.  James  Lavender, 
34,  has  been  known  to  ride  a  2-ton  ele¬ 
phant  while  preaching  a  sermon  or  to 
take  off  in  a  hot-air  balloon  at  the  close 
of  a  Sunday  service. 

The  congregation  met  under  a  blue- 
striped  tent  for  three  years  before  mov¬ 
ing  into  its  new  building  last  Easter. 

Adult  Sunday-school  classes,  like  John 
Wesley’s  class  meetings,  still  gather  in 
private  homes. 

The  congregation  has  no  regular  choir 
but  relies  on  guest  appearances  by  con¬ 
temporary-style  Christian  singers  and 
other  musicians. 

Discovery  UMC  has  one  other  charac¬ 
teristic  that  separates  it  from  many  oth¬ 
er  United  Methodist  congregations:  It’s 
growing. 

In  its  three  years  the  church  has 
grown  to  314  members.  It  averages  more 
than  300  people  in  worship  services  each 
Sunday. 

A  third  of  the  church’s  $131,500  budget 
comes  from  120  additional  constituents, 
people  who  worship  at  Discovery  but 
maintain  their  membership  elsewhere, 
Dr.  Lavender  explains. 

"We  have  a  lot  of  people  who  worship 
with  us  but  belong  to  one  of  the  ‘big 
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name’  churches  in  Richmond,”  he  said. 

Statistics  provide  profile 

An  ardent  statistician.  Dr.  Lavender 
reels  off  other  distinguishing  facts  that 
set  his  congregation  apart  from  many 
others: 

•64  percent  of  the  membership  are 
previously  "unchurched.” 

•  14  percent  are  former  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics. 

•Only  14  percent  claim  a  United 
Methodist  background. 

•4.5  percent  are  converted  Jews. 

The  average  age  is  38,  Dr.  Lavender 
said.  One  in  four  members  is  divorced. 

The  church’s  theme,  printed  on  bulle¬ 
tins,  flyers  and  promotional  literatures, 
says  the  Discovery  UMC  dream  is  "to  be 
the  warmest  and  friendliest  congrega¬ 
tion  that  we  can  possibly  be,  serving  God 
by  serving  people  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  tradition." 

Dr.  Lavender  says  the  church  is  “firm¬ 
ly"  United  Methodist  in  theology  and  tra¬ 
dition.  It  pays  100  percent  of  its  apportion¬ 
ments  to  denominational  causes. 

But  he  adds,  "The  public  could  care 


Talks  planned  in  India 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

For  the  first  time  since  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  India  became  auton¬ 
omous  in  1981,  leaders  of  the 
600,000-member  church  will  meet 
formally  with  leaders  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  dialogue  is  set  for  Nov.  30- 
Dec.  5  in  Bangalore,  India. 

A  13-member  United  Methodist 
team  is  to  spend  the  week  before¬ 
hand  visiting  churches  and  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
India. 

The  agenda  for  the  wide-ranging 
meeting  will  include  formal  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  two  bodies,  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  United  Methodist  priorities 
on  the  mission  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  India  and  gifts  and  graces 
Indian  Methodists  can  contribute  to 
their  U.S.  counterparts. 

Also  to  be  discussed  is  the  appro¬ 
priate  role  for  missionaries  in  a 
time  of  declining  United  Methodist 
missionary  presence. 

According  to  Marge  L.  Mayer,  ex¬ 


ecutive  secretary  for  Southern  Asia 
in  the  World  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  Indi¬ 
an  government  is  not  granting  visas 
for  new  missionaries  except  in  cases 
of  people  with  certain  skills  not 
readily  found  in  its  own  population. 
These  exceptions  include  missionar¬ 
ies  who  work  with  people  with 
handicapping  conditions. 

United  Methodists  support  27  U.S. 
missionaries  in  India,  make  a  block 
grant  to  the  church  there  and  con¬ 
tribute  to  projects  and  institutions 
of  the  Indian  church.  The  board  is 
the  channel  for  ongoing  relations 
with  the  Methodist  Church  in  India. 

U.S.  Methodist  mission  involve¬ 
ment  in  India  dates  from  1856,  and  it 
was  to  India  that  the  first  women 
overseas  missionaries  (Isabella  Tho- 
burn  and  Clara  Swain)  were  sent. 

Indian  Methodists  elected  their 
first  national  bishop  in  1930,  and  the 
role  of  indigenous  leaders  grew 
thereafter. 


Bishops  retain  SMU  inquiry  files 


DALLAS  (UMR)— The  committee  of 
United  Methodist  bishops  that  conducted 
an  exhaustive  probe  of  Southern  Method¬ 
ist  University’s  “pay-for-play”  football 
scandal  informed  Texas  Attorney  Gener¬ 
al  Jim  Mattox  last  week  that  it  would 
not  give  up  its  investigative  records  vol¬ 
untarily. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  Dunnam  III,  editor 
of  the  Reporter  and  spokesman  for  the 
Bishops’  Committee,  said  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  chairman,  Bishop  Louis  Schowen- 
gerdt  (Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico 
Area),  told  Mr.  Mattox  in  a  letter  that  its 
investigation  was  independent  of  the  uni¬ 
versity.  He  said  the  bishops  were  func¬ 
tioning  in  their  capacity  as  religious 
leaders  concerned  about  the  integrity 
and  the  future  of  an  institution  owned  by 
the  church. 

Mr.  Mattox  is  seeking  to  determine 
whether  university  officials— including 


Texas  Gov.  William  P.  Clements,  a  for¬ 
mer  chairman  of  the  SMU  Board  of  Gov¬ 
ernors— violated  state  laws  governing 
charitable  trusts. 

Mr.  Mattox  has  asked  SMU  and  the 
Bishops’  Committee  for  all  records  of 
their  investigations  of  the  athletic  scan¬ 
dal,  contending  that  the  state  is  entitled 
to  the  committee’s  records  because  the 
committee  acted  on  behalf  of  SMU. 

New  SMU  President  A.  Kenneth  Pye 
informed  state  officials  Aug.  6  that  the 
university  would  comply  with  the  re¬ 
quest  for  its  records. 

Dr.  Dunnam  said  the  Bishops’  Com¬ 
mittee  made  a  decision  before  comple¬ 
tion  of  its  report  to  disclose  its  findings 
fully  and  subsequently  to  disclose  the 
testimony  of  witnesses  only  if  ordered  by 
a  court.  He  said  nothing  has  occurred 
that  would  cause  the  bishops  to  alter  that 
position. 
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|  CLASS 

IFIED  1 

RATES  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 

$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies. 

Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four 
weeks  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun. 
Drawer  1138.  Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627- 
6067. 627-9507 

COMPREHEND  THE  MYSTERIES:  General  Con- 
ference  Seminar  St  Louis,  direct  observation,  dai¬ 
ly  briefings,  leadership  roundtables.  Write  or  call 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  Continuing  Education 
(214)692-2251 

FREE:  OFFICIAL  DIRECTORY  National  Associ¬ 
ation  United  Methodist  Evangelists;  also  Holy 
Land  tour  brochure  January  17-27.  1988  ($1,280). 
Write  evangelist  Jack  Gray.  1212  Josey  Lane  #375. 
Carrollton.  TX  75006 

ECHO  RANCH  HIRING  full-time  house  parents  to 
provide  a  24-hour  family-style  environment  for  de¬ 
pendent/neglected  adolescents  in  rural  Eagle 
County  Colorado  (150  miles  west  of  Denver)  Sala¬ 
ry  commensurate  with  qualifications,  includes 
room  board  Send  resume,  references,  cover  letter 
to  Echo  Ranch.  Inc.,  attn:  Kevin  Lindahl.  Box  1024. 
Eagle.  CO  81631  Questions,  call  Sue  (303)  949-4186 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton.  TX  78358 

OPPORTUNITY  KNOCKS  Housekeeper /cook  for 

professional  couple.  Live-in.  Mature.  Christian. 
Beautiful  home  References  required.  P.O.  Box 
936.  Palmetto.  FL  34220-0936  (813)  722-4537 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  Worship  at  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856 

CAMPUS  MINISTER  SOUGHT  to  serve  a  United 
Methodist  campus  ministry  at  the  University  of 
South  Florida.  Full-time  position.  Salary  and  bene¬ 
fits  are  excellent  Please  send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences  to  Dr  D.  Paul  Johnson.  University  Chapel 
Fellowship.  University  of  South  Florida.  Tampa. 
FL  33620.  | 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR/ASSISTANT  PASTOR- 

Evangelical  church  with  membership  of  1,200 
seeking  an  individual  to  direct  growing  youth  pro¬ 
gram  and  assist  pastor  (70%  youth-30%  pastoral) 
Job  description  available.  Salary  $22.000-$24.000 
Send  resume  to  James  Williams.  Lake  Shore  Unit¬ 
ed  Methdodist  Church.  2246  Blanding  Blvd  . 
Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  sought  to  continue 

an  active  vouth  program  for  FTJMC  in  beautiful  West 
Texas  town  of  Canadian  Salary  commensurate  with 
education  and  experience.  Send  resume  to  First  UMC, 
Box  1343.  Canadian,  TX  79014.  (806)  323-6758  i 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR.  Chapel- 
wood  United  Methodist  Church.  Houston,  TX.  Send 
letter  of  application  and  resume  to:  WHS.  11140 
Greenbay  Drive.  Houston.  TX  77024. 

FULL  TIME  POSITION:  Executive  Director.  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist  Community  Service  Agency,  bi-cul- 
tural  Spanish:  Salary  open.  Deadline  -  September 

15  Mail  Resume:  Plaza  Community  Center.  P.O. 
Box  23248.  Los  Angeles.  CA  90023 

SOFTWARE  FOR  THE  CHRISTIAN  HOME:  Put 
your  PC  to  work  for  Jesus.  For  free  flyer,  write 
Christian  Software.  1112  NW  First  Street,  Roches¬ 
ter.  MN  55901 

INTERESTED  IN  YOUNG  PEOPLE9  Have  a  mis¬ 

sionary  spirit9  Willing  to  be  committed  to  the 
challenge  of  difficult  youth9  Basic  child  care  facil¬ 
ity  seeking  single,  live-in  persons.  Contact:  Pro¬ 
gram  Director.  Rt  2.  Box  584,  Brenham.  TX  77833 
(409)  836-0901 

ORGANIST.  PART-TIME  position  in  750-member 
church.  Eleven-rank  Wicks.  Write:  Scott  Dorsey. 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  1660  Arbor.  Tur¬ 
lock.  CA  95380  (209)  668-3000 

less  about  denominations  these  days. 
People  don’t  have  loyalties.  They  ex¬ 
change  denominations  like  they  do  gro¬ 
cery  stores." 

Churches  make  a  big  mistake,  he 
maintains,  if  they  try  to  build  their  min¬ 
istry  around  their  denomination’s  repu¬ 
tation  and  not  around  what  they  are 
doing  for  themselves. 

Discovery  UMC  serves  a  number  of 
neighborhoods  filled  with  baby  boomers, 
people  born  between  1946  and  1964. 

They  are  “the  most  ‘unchurched’  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  nation  today,”  said  Dr.  Laven¬ 
der. 

That  statement  helps  explain  his  ap¬ 
proach  to  ministry.  He  said  it  centers 
around  “where  people  are  hurting  for  di¬ 
rection":  in  careers,  marriages,  rearing 
children. 

Music  is  one  key  to  growth 

Located  on  an  8-acre  plot  in  a  growing 
suburban  area  13  miles  west  of  down¬ 
town  Richmond,  the  church  is  burgeon¬ 
ing  for  three  reasons,  Dr.  Lavender  said. 

First,  he  said,  Discovery  offers  a  dy¬ 
namic  music  ministry  including  mainly 
gospel  and  contemporary  music. 

“People  want  to  feel  good  about  their 
music,"  he  said.  “Seventeenth-  and  18th- 
century  church  music  may  feed  the  soul 
of  some  people,  but  it  doesn’t  make  it 
with  a  lot  of  modern  people.” 

Second,  Dr.  Lavender  said,  Discovery 
offers  a  steady,  practical  message  of 
Christian  hope. 

“People  are  looking  for  a  simple 
translation  of  God’s  word,  not  lofty  re¬ 
flections,”  Dr.  Lavender  said. 

Sermon  topics  reflect  his  admittedly 
“practical"  approach  to  applying  the 
Scriptures:  “How  to  Pray:  For  Beginners 
and  Beginners  Again,”  “So  You  Want  to 
Get  Married,”  “Hope  for  the  Money 
Mad”  and  “Answers  About  Heaven  and 
Hell:  For  People  Who  Wonder.” 

Third,  he  credits  his  now-famous 
weekly  children’s  sermons  with  bringing 
a  large  number  of  people  to  the  church. 

The  sermons,  which  have  featured  a 
live  tiger,  smoke  bombs  and  mechanical 
globes,  have  kept  children— and  their 
parents— spellbound  while  he  illustrated 
biblical  passages  with  unconventional 
props. 

He  said  he’s  convinced  that  tangible 
sermon  illustrations  (the  elephant,  bor¬ 
rowed  from  the  Royal  Hanneford  Circus, 
illustrated  God’s  size;  the  tiger,  bor¬ 
rowed  from  a  gasoline  company,  showed 
the  power  of  God’s  love,  etc.)  “are  the 
windows  through  which  you  see  the  word 
of  God.” 

Dr.  Lavender  stores  his  props— many 
of  them  ‘live’— in  a  large  storage  room 
off  the  parsonage. 

Kids’  sermons  reach  adults,  too 

He  also  said  he  believes  children’s  ser¬ 
mons  are  vehicles  for  reaching  parents. 

“Adults  tell  me  they’ve  heard  these 
(biblical)  stories  before  but  didn’t  under¬ 
stand  them  until  they  saw  them  illustrat¬ 
ed  for  the  children,"  Dr.  Lavender  said. 

His  children’s  sermons  have  become 
so  noteworthy  in  the  Richmond  area  that 
local  TV  networks  and  newspapers  have 


RICHMOND,  Va.— A  lion  and  a  lamb,  apt  biblical  symbols,  illustrate  a  point  in  the  Easter  morning  sermon  by 
the  Rev.  James  E.  Lavender  at  Discovery  United  Methodist  Church.  They  weren’t  the  first  animals  to  be  used  as 
sermon  illustrations  at  the  church.  Dr.  Lavender  is  known  for  his  “live”  sermon  props  that  also  have  included  an 
elephant,  a  tiger  and  a  snake. 


covered  them  at  least  four  times. 

Dr.  Lavender  doesn’t  have  an  office  or 
study  nor  does  he  want  one.  “I  think  the 
best  desk  for  a  pastor  is  his  or  her  brief¬ 
case,”  he  said. 

He  spends  most  work  days  in  his  pickup 
truck,  visiting  prospective  members  and 
ministering  to  those  who  already  belong. 

He  said  his  folksy  approach  to  preach¬ 
ing  diminishes  stereotypes  about  preach¬ 
ers.  That  helps  attracts  the 
“unchurched"  and  those  with  negative 
attitudes  about  the  church. 

He  roams  the  aisles  before  church 
shaking  hands  and  asking  questions 
about  families,  children  and  jobs. 

Discovery  UMC  has  no  pulpit.  Dr.  Lav¬ 
ender  prefers  to  preach  with  Bible  in 
hand  and  no  manuscript  as  he  walks 
from  one  side  to  the  other. 

Commenting  on  his  pre-service  ritual, 
he  said,  “I  want  people  to  know  I  care 
about  each  and  every  one  of  them.  I  want 
them  to  know  I’m  delighted  they’re 
there. 

“How  can  I  do  that  if  I  fly  out  of  a 
closet  on  Sunday  morning  and  begin 
preaching  right  away?” 

Evangelism  built  on  mailings 

In  Discovery  church’s  beginnings, 
evangelism  was  built  around  a  mass- 
mail  marketing  campaign  that  sent  bro¬ 
chures  about  the  church’s  ministry  to 


“The  public  could  care 
less  about  denominations 
these  days.  People  don’t 
have  loyalties.  They 
exchange  denominations 
like  they  do  grocery 
stores.” 

— James  Lavender 


10,000  homes  in  the  area  every  three 
months. 

County  ordinances  forbid  door-to-door 
solicitation  and  therefore  door-to-door 
evangelism,  Dr.  Lavender  noted. 

Mailed  brochures  were  geared  toward 
new  homeowners  who  make  up  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  neighborhood. 

One  brochure  pictured  a  family,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  packing  boxes.  The  brochure 
asked:  “Found  A  New  Beginning  In  Your 
New  Home?”  The  inside  said:  “Here’s 
Another  New  Beginning  For  New  Resi¬ 
dents  Like  You  ...  at  Discovery  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

The  brochure  quoted  six  new  mem¬ 
bers’  “practical  and  refreshing”  reasons 
for  going  to  the  church.  The  brochure 
also  listed  programs,  including  Sunday 


school  and  divorce-recovery  workshops, 
along  with  the  church’s  goals,  aspira¬ 
tions  and  a  map  to  the  church. 

Dr.  Lavender’s  records  show  that  86 
percent  of  the  first  250  members  at  Dis¬ 
covery  first  heard  about  the  church 
through  the  mail  campaign. 

Now  the  church  is  relying  entirely  on 
members  being  their  own  best  advertise¬ 
ment,  Dr.  Lavender  said. 

“We’ve  set  a  goal  to  double  the  church 
by  this  fall,  and  the  parishioners  are  go¬ 
ing  to  do  it  themselves,”  Dr.  Lavender 
said. 

Dr.  Lavender  acknowledged  that  he 
has  tried  a  number  of  unconventional 
techniques  to  draw  people  into  Christian 
fellowship  at  Discovery.  But  he  reasons, 
“Why  keep  pounding  out  old  techniques 
that  are  proved  to  be  ineffective? 

“I  tell  people,  if  you’ve  got  to  have  tra¬ 
dition  and  pomp  and  circumstance,  I  can 
name  you  any  number  of  churches  you’d 
feel  comfortable  in. 

"But  if  you’re  looking  for  a  new  start 
and  a  worship  that  will  refresh  you  for 
the  week  ahead,  try  us.” 

"The  Church  Aflame"  is  an  ongoing 
series  about  growing  United  Methodist 
congregations  deemed  by  the  Reporter 
editorial  staff  as  having  exemplary  spiri¬ 
tual  vitality.  Nominations  for  churches 
to  be  included  in  the  series  are  welcome. 


the  church  today 


Insurance  grants  available 
to  correct  church  hazards 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)— Grants  of 
up  to  $5,000  are  available  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Insurance  Trust  to  help  fi¬ 
nancially  strapped  local  churches 
correct  hazardous  conditions  that  could 
lead  to  losses  and  possible  insurance 
claims. 

The  Rev.  John  F.  Norwood,  an  asso¬ 
ciate  general  secretary  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration, 
said  $60,000  is  available  for  distribution. 

Only  congregations  financially  unable 
to  upgrade  their  property  are  eligible. 
Completed  applications  must  be  received 
at  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  Ill. 
60201,  by  Oct.  15. 

‘Accessibility’  grants 
available  to  churches 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— United  Method¬ 
ist  churches  that  have  not  yet  made  their 
buildings  and  programs  accessible  to 
people  with  handicapping  conditions  can 
still  get  financial  aid  to  make  changes. 

Application  forms  for  1988  accessibili¬ 
ty  grants  are  available  from  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Department  of 


the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
Room  350  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115.  Grants  of  $500  each 
will  go  to  74  churches. 

Funds  may  be  used  for  program  re¬ 
sources  as  well  as  improvements  to 
church  facilities.  Paid  architectural 
drawings  are  not  required.  Deadline  for 
applications  is  April  1, 1988. 

Singing  group  rescued 
after  boat  capsizes 

A  young-adult  United  Methodist  sing¬ 
ing  ensemble  on  a  musical  mission  trip 
to  Mexico  recently  escaped  disaster 
when  the  small  sightseeing  boat  it  was 
on  capsized  and  sank  several  hundred 
yards  from  shore  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Wearing  life  jackets,  14  members  of 
the  New  Life  Singers  from  Aloma  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Winter  Park,  Fla., 
joined  hands,  formed  a  circle,  sang  “The 
Navy  Hymn"  and  prayed  while  they 
bobbed  in  waters  165  feet  deep  waiting  to 
be  rescued. 

The  musicians  were  taking  time  off 
from  a  weeklong  singing  schedule  in 
Mexico  when  heavy  swells  overtook  their 
boat.  Forty-five  minutes  later,  a  private 
fishing  boat  with  three  off-duty  U.S. 


Navy  men  aboard  spotted  the  circle  and 
rescued  the  singers. 

Wiley  College  names 
David  Beckley  president 

MARSHALL,  Texas— Dr.  David  L. 
Beckley  has  been  named  president  of 
UM-related  Wiley  College  in  Marshall. 
He  succeeds  the  Rev.  Robert  E.  Hayes 
Sr.,  who  is  retiring  after  15  years  as 
president. 

Before  coming  to  Wiley,  Dr.  Beckley 
served  20  years  at  UM-related  Rust  Col¬ 
lege  in  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  as  director 
of  institutional  advancement. 

A  graduate  of  Rust,  Dr.  Beckley  re¬ 
ceived  an  undergraduate  degree  in  social 
science  in  1967.  He  received  the  master’s 
degree  in  education  in  1975  and  a  doctor¬ 
ate  in  educational  administration  in  1986 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi. 

Potato  Project  director 
testifies  in  Congress 

WASHINGTON  (Baptist  Press)— 
“There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  ugly  potato 
to  a  mother  whose  children  are  hungry,” 
the  Rev.  Ray  A.  Buchanan,  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  testified  before  a 


Minister  takes  his  work  to  the  outdoors 


Reporter  Staff  Special 


If  the  grandeur  of  Big  Bend  National 


Park  in  far  West  Texas  prompts  camp¬ 
ers  to  pause  to  worship  the  Creator, 
they’ll  find  a  retired  United  Methodist 
minister  leading  the 
out-of-doors  ser¬ 
vices. 

The  Rev.  Walter 
A.  Nelson,  a  member 
of  The  National 
Camping  Methodists, 
attends  to  the  reli¬ 
gious  and  spiritual 
needs  of  the  national  Walter  Nelson 
park  visitors  as  the  Big  Bend  park  chap¬ 


lain. 


A  retired  member  of  the  South  Dakota 
conference,  Mr.  Nelson  is  a  chaplain 
with  A  Christian  Ministry  in  the  National 
Parks,  the  National  Council  of  Churches- 
related  organization  sponsoring  the  pro¬ 
gram.  Most  of  its  workers  are  college 
and  seminary  students  who  work  at  part- 
time  jobs  in  the  national  parks. 

He  and  his  wife,  Janet,  make  the 


rounds  of  the  campgrounds  in  the  starkly 
beautiful  park  before  worship  services, 
inviting  campers  to  join  impromptu  con¬ 
gregations  at  park  ampitheatres.  De¬ 
pending  on  the  time  of  year,  services  are 
held  at  three  outdoor  sites. 

“The  response  varies,”  Mr.  Nelson  said 
of  the  turnout.  “During  the  height  of  the 
tourist  season,  we  will  have  40  or  so  peo¬ 
ple  for  a  service.” 

He  also  informs  visitors  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  Mass  that  a  priest  from  a  near¬ 
by  community  says  in  the  park. 

Since  becoming  a  minister  in  1955, 
stints  as  a  pastor  of  churches,  nursing 
home  administrator  and  hospital  chap¬ 
lain  prepared  him  for  the  pastoral  re¬ 
sponsibilities  that  go  along  with  the  job. 
His  love  for  camping  took  care  of  the 
rest. 

He  and  his  wife,  both  avid  campers, 
started  work  in  the  Big  Bend  in  March. 

“We  had  been  here  as  winter  tourists 
several  years  ago,”  Mr.  Nelson  said. 

For  the  first  four  months  he  served  on 
special  appointment  by  Bishop  Edwin  C. 
Boulton  (Dakota  Area)  to  the  park  minis¬ 


try  but  retired  from  the  conference  in 
June.  He  expects  to  continue  as  park 
chaplain  for  the  balance  of  the  year,  be¬ 
fore  retiring  completely. 

The  Nelsons’  retirement  plans?  To 
travel  and  camp. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


If  you  or  your  par¬ 
ents  or  your 
grandparents 
have  ever  attend¬ 
ed  a  country 
school,  you  may 
want  this  book. 

You  may 
order 

From  Public  Haunt  Exempt 

by  contacting  the  address  given  below 

SUNSET  BOOKS  ON  SUNSET  DRIVE 

In  the  Heart  of  America  with  America  in  our  hearts." 

P.O.  BOX  196—1316)  795-2264 
OSWEGO,  KS  67356-0 1 96 


U.S.  House  Select  Committee  on  Hunger 
recently. 

Mr.  Buchanan  is  co-director  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginia-based  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  a  UM- 
related  ministry  that  salvages  produce 
and  other  food  and  distributes  it  to  food 
banks  and  hunger  projects. 

“Tremendous  amounts  of  perfectly  nutri¬ 
tious  produce  never  get  consumed,”  he  told 
the  committee.  “Thousands  of  tons  of  pota¬ 
toes  and  other  produce  get  thrown  away 
every  year  because  they  are  not  pretty 
enough  for  the  American  consumer.” 

Mr.  Buchanan  made  three  recommen¬ 
dations  to  the  committee  for  encourag¬ 
ing  gleaning  of  otherwise  wasted  food: 

•Establish  a  national  clearing  house  to 
connect  growers,  gleaners  and  distributors. 

•  Publish  a  handbook  to  provide  de¬ 
tails  on  organizing  gleaning  and  salvage 
programs. 

•  Develop  an  advertising  campaign  to 
encourage  participation  in  gleaning  proj¬ 
ects. 


Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen 


Invites  you  to  go  with  him  on 
a  Deluxe  and  Complete  Tour 

1987 

THE  HOLY  LAND 

October  10-20 

AUSTRALIA  and  NEW 
ZEALAND 

November  21-December  6 

For  complete  details,  phone 

(713)  439-4072 

or  write: 

Charles  L.  Allen  Tours 

Transco  Tower  8th  Floor 
P.O.  Box  1396 
Houston,  Texas  77251 
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Lviethodist  Ministry  is  Alive  and  Growing  in  Dulac 


By  KIM  DENT 

Picture  this.  The  heart  of  Bayou  Coun¬ 
try,  a  place  where  you  feel  as  though 
you’ll  drop  right  into  the  Gulf  if  you  take 
a  few  too  many  steps  forward.  All  you 
can  see  for  miles  are  shrimp  boats,  big 
ones,  lined  up  bow  to  stern  along  the  bay¬ 
ous.  The  people  you  encounter  are  very 
friendly  and  yet  mildly  reserved. 

Welcome  to  Dulac,  Louisiana,  home  of 
the  Houma  Indian  tribe  and  an  area 
where  the  Methodist  ministry  has  been 
apparent  for  over  a  century. 

The  Methodist  ministry  in  Dulac  has  a 
colorful  history.  In  1882,  George  C.  Cra- 
gem,  on  behalf  of  what  was  then  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  purchased 
the  40  plus  acres  that  comprise  what  is 
known  in  Dulac  today  as  the  “point.”  The 
point  is  the  piece  of  ground  in  the  fork  of 


BUILDING  A  LIVING  -  This  Native 


Bayou  Grand  Caillou  where  the  bayou  di¬ 
vides  in  lower  Terrebonne  Parish  and 
flows  into  the  marsh. 

The  property  was  purchased  with  a 
special  purpose.  The  Houma  Indians 
would  spend  the  winter  fur  trapping  in 
the  marsh  and  living  on  their  house 
boats.  When  they  returned  from  the 
marsh,  they  discovered  that  no  one 
would  allow  them  to  tie  their  house  boats 
along  the  bayou,  for  fear  this  might  jeop¬ 
ardize  property  ownership.  The  Method¬ 
ist  Church  purchased  this  property  to 
provide  a  place  where  the  Indians  could 
return  at  the  end  of  their  trapping  sea¬ 
son.  A  Methodist  Church  was  started 
there  and  is  today  known  as  Clanton  Cha¬ 
pel  United  Methodist  Church.  In  fact, 
there  are  more  Methodists  among  the  In¬ 
dians  than  any  other  religion  except 
Catholic. 

In  1932,  Miss  Wilhemina  Hooper,  also 
a  Methodist,  saw  the  need  to  provide 
some  kind  of  education  for  the  Houma 
Indians,  who  were  not  allowed  to  attend 
public  school  at  that  time.  Through  her 
own  personal  efforts,  she  began  a  school 
that  later  became  a  project  of  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries.  Today,  this  project  is  known  as 
the  Dulac  Community  Center. 

Significant  Changes 

At  first  glance,  it  may  appear  not 
much  has  changed  in  Dulac  over  time. 
But,  change,  and  for  the  better,  is  the  key 
word. 

One  of  those  changes  is  the  installation 
of  the  Job  Training  Partnership  Act 
(JTPA)  program  by  Clanton  Chapel  and 
the  Dulac  Community  Center.  There  are 
18  Dulac  youth  involved  in  this  federally 
funded  program  who  spend  four  hours 
working  and  three  hours  studying,  five 
days  a  week. 

r‘These  people  are  sorely  disadvan¬ 
taged,”  Dr.  Samuel  Reeves,  pastor  of 


American  spends’ his  days' working  off"  Clanton-Ohapel  said.  “They  are  pre-test- 


this  46-foot  shrimp  boat  that  he  is  build¬ 
ing  out  of  cypress  wood.  He  then  sells 
the  completed  vessel. 


ed  for  JTPA  and  those  who  qualify  are 
deficient  in  their  studies  and  economical¬ 
ly.” 

Another  positive  for  Dulac  is  the  re¬ 
building  of  the  Community  Center  and 
the  many  programs  which  will  come  out 
of  the  Center  to  benefit  the  people  of  the 
area.  Money  for  this  project  has  been  al¬ 
located  by  the  National  Division  and 
plans  are  to  start  on  the  building  in  Octo¬ 
ber. 

Hurricane  Juan,  in  1982,  left  four  feet 
of  water  in  the  Community  Center,  ruin¬ 
ing  the  sheet  rock.  The  salt  water  also 
damaged  the  electrical  outlets  and  rust¬ 
ed  the  nails  in  the  frame. 

“This  was  the  second  time  this  had 
happened  and  it  would  probably  just 
flood  again,"  Reeves  said.  “We  decided  it 
would  be  best  to  rebuild  the  Center. 
We’re  going  to  keep  the  gym  roof  and  the 
canopied  area  around  the  gym.  When  the 
building  is  finished,  it  will  contain  a  class 
with  computers  for  tutoring,  an  assem¬ 
bly  room  for  multi-purposes  and  showers 
on  both  sides  of  the  gym .  ’  ’ 

“The  new  Community  Center  will  be 
built  up  eight  feet  off  the  ground,” 
Reeves  said.  “Dulac  is  only  nine  inches 
above  sea  level,  you  know,  and  that’s  in 
the  high  places.” 


dents  for  the  GED  examinations.  She  has 
23  years  of  experience  in  the  public 
school  system.  Underwood  attended  Miss 
Wilhemina  Hooper’s  one-room  Indian 
Mission  School  through  the  seventh 
grade. 

In  1975,  Underwood  left  Dulac  to  at¬ 
tend  Vashti  School  in  Thomasville,  Ga., 
where  she  graduated  class  valedictorian 
and  received  a  church  scholarship  to  Na¬ 
tional  College  in  Kansas  City.  Mo.,  now 
St.  Paul’s  Methodist  School  of  Theology. 
She  received  a  degree  in  education  and  a 
life-time  teaching  certificate.  She  earned 
a  master’s  degree  in  education  from 
Southeastern  Louisiana  University  in 
Hammond. 

Since  it  was  through  the  Dulac  Com¬ 
munity  Center  that  Underwood  was  able 
to  get  an  education,  particularly  due  to 
the  help  of  some  church  members,  Un¬ 
derwood  feels  she  has  a  responsibility  to 
the  people  there. 

"I  am  very  excited  to  have  left  and  be 
able  to  come  back,”  Underwood  said. 
“My  goal  was  to  get  an  education  and 
then  come  back  to  work  with  my  peo¬ 
ple.” 

Innovative  Programs 

One  of  Underwood’s  most  important 
plans  is  the  development  of  a  child  advo¬ 
cacy  program.  This  program  will  be 
geared  toward  helping  the  family  by 
starting  with  the  child.  The  program 
hopes  to  accomplish  educating  families 
about  the  effects  of  drugs  and  alcohol, 
teen  pregnancy,  prenatal  care,  nutrition 
and  personal  hygiene. 

"We  would  like  to  have  six  host  homes 
where  five  or  six  families  could  meet  to 
learn  about  these  different  areas,”  Un¬ 
derwood  said.  “We  hope  to  eventually 
reach  large  numbers  of  people.” 

The  program,  which  they  plan  to  have 
underway  by  November,  is  being  coordi- 
.  nated  witftt]}qhelo,of  Dr.  Alice  Pecor- 
aro,  a  professor  of  home  economics  at 
Nicholls  State  University. 

A  number  of  summer  activities  were 
sponsored  by  the  Community  Center  in¬ 
cluding  a  small  children’s  day  camp 
which  included  recreation,  crafts,  read¬ 
ing,  films  and  many  other  activities,  held 
in  the  fellowship  hall.  Dana  Underwood, 
Ms.  Underwood’s  daughter,  and  Roy  .Par- 
fait,  another  Native  American,  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  day  camp.  Parfait  led 
the  boys  in  crafts  and  recreation  during 
the  camp. 

Another  important  program  is  the 
Girls'  Club,  led  by  coordinator  Corine 
Paulk,  also  a  Native  American.  This  is 


the  fourth  year  for  the  Girls’  Club  pro¬ 
gram  and  there  are  about  25  girls  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  12-14  involved  at  this 
time. 

“We’re  trying  to  emphasize  being 
young  women  in  a  Christian  atmo¬ 
sphere,”  Paulk  said.  “These  girls,  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  12-14  have  the  highest 
dropout  rate.  It’s  the  period  in  junior 
high  that  is  so  bad.” 

“We  bring  professionals  to  talk  to  the 
girls,  usually  women,  nurses,  social 
workers,  and  these  professionals  know 
the  situation  here,”  Paulk  said. 

The  Girls’  Club  is  also  involved  in  ac¬ 
tivities  where  they  learn  to  help  others 
and  give  of  themselves. 

"We’ve  made  baskets  of  fruit  for  the 
elderly  around  the  holidays,  adopted 
grandparents  and  at  Valentine’s  Day,  the 
girls  made  support  pillows  for  the  elder¬ 
ly  at  a  nursing  home,”  Paulk  said. 

Other  programs  directed  through  the 
Dulac  Community  Center  include  ladies 
aerobics  and  exercises,  a  Boys’  Club, 
Family  activities  every  Monday  from  7 
p.m.  until  9  p.m.  and  individual  counsel¬ 
ing  by  appointment. 

People  really  want  recreation,”  Un¬ 
derwood  said.  “We  can  see  now  that 
when  people  have  nothing  else  to  do,  they 
want  an  outlet.” 

Other  projects  and  programs  are  com¬ 
ing  about  through  the  Community  Cen¬ 
ter.  The  Clanton  Chapel  Church  Growth 
Program,  coordinated  by  Kirby  Verrett 
and  the  Clanton  Chapel  Education  and 
Cultural  Awareness  Program,  coordinat¬ 
ed  by  Zoeanna  Verrett  are  just  two  of  the 
many  programs  being  sponsored  by  the 
Center  specifically  for  the  Native  Amer¬ 
icans  of  Dulac. 

Also,  a  food  bank  is  being  established 
in  conjunction  with  the  Terrebonne 
Churches  United  and  Dulac  will  have  a 
pantry”  that  will  serve  as  a  distribution 
center  for  the  area  people. 

Overcoming  Barriers 

Although  the  changes  and  the  new  pro¬ 
grams  are  for  the  better,  Dulac  continues 
to  face  a  number  of  problems. 

Due  to  Dulac’s  location,  there  is  a  ma¬ 
jor  problem  with  drugs  and  drug  traf¬ 
ficking.  Alcohol  and  drug  abuse  is  a 
great  problem  among  the  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  of  Dulac. 

Another  major  problem  is  the  lack  of 
education  among  the  people.  There  are 
three  times  more  dropouts  among  the  In¬ 
dians  than  the  national  average. 

“The  parents  of  these  students  never 
had  the  opportunity  to  go  to  school  and 


READY  FOR  A  NEW  LOOK  —  Pictured  is  the  Dulac  Community  Center  which 
will  be  remodeled  in  October.  The  Center  had  four  feet  of  water  in  it  following  Hur¬ 
ricane  Juan  in  1982  and  big  plans  are  being  made  for  the  Center  after  its  completion. 


LEARNING  LESSONS  —  This  young 
Native  American  is  one  of  the  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  JTPA  program  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  Clanton  Chapel  and  the  Dulac 
Community  Center.  Pictured  assisting 
with  the  studies  is  Dr.  Samuel  Reeves. 


New  Director 

Something  else  Dulac  has  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to  are  the  many  programs  being 
put  together  by  the  Center’s  new  direc¬ 
tor,  Eva  Underwood. 

Ms.  Underwood,  a  native  of  Dulac,  re¬ 
tired  in  May  as  an  eighth  grade  math 
teacher  at  Live  Oak  Middle  School  in 
Watson,  La.,  where  she  also  taught  adult 
education  in  the  evenings  preparing  stu¬ 


so  this  is  the  example  for  the  children,” 
Underwood  said. 

"Since  most  of  the  people  here  are 
fishermen  or  shrimpers  and  ic  such 
easy  access  to  this  type  of  li  many 
young  people  fall  into  this  by  iradition," 
Kirby  Verrett,  coordinator  of  the  Clan¬ 
ton  Chapel  Church  Growth  Program 
said. 

"There  is  a  cultural  shock  for  these 
people  in  attending  high  school  in  Houma 
—  they  have  a  fear  of  going  off,”  Under¬ 
wood  said.  "Some  of  the  people  in  the 
JTPA  program  have  never  been  beyond 
Houma." 

There  are  approximately  50  Native 
American  families  presently  living  on 
the  point.  The  majority  of  the  residents 
live  in  mobile  homes,  while  the  rest  live 
in  homes  that  have  been  constructed  on 
the  property.  The  residents  are  charged 
a  rent  for  their  space  that  varies  from 
$10  to  25  per  month,  depending  on  the 
size  of  the  lot.  Many  older  adults  have  no 
education  at  all  and  some  do  not  even 
speak  English,  as  Cajun  French  is  their 
native  language.  Today,  there  are  ap¬ 
proximately  6,000  Houma  Indians  in 
South  Louisiana.  The  tribe  has  not  been 
recognized  by  the  Federal  Government 
and  therefore,  is  not  eligible  for  the  pro¬ 
grams  normally  available  to  Native 
Americans. 

Things  are  looking  up  for  the  Indians 


in  Dulac.  The  Community  Center  has 
started  some  very  helpful  programs  for 
the  people  to  participate  in.  A  group  of 
27  Methodist  youth  from  Birmingham, 
Michigan  came  to  Dulac  and  put  a  new 
roof  on  the  fellowship  hall  earlier  this 
summer  and  a  group  of  youth  from  St. 
Andrew’s  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  put  on  a 
musical  in  Clanton  Chapel. 

"Different  people  have  come  in  with 
medical  or  social  programs,  but  I'm 
coming  in  with  my  education  back¬ 
ground  and  program  and  I  see  education 
as  our  salvation,”  Underwood  said. 

“We  are  all  natives  of  this  area  (those 
in  administration  positions  at  the  Com¬ 
munity  Center)  and  we  know  the  needs 
and  are  willing  to  deal  with  those  needs,” 
Verrett  said.  "We'll  be  here  in  good 
times  and  bad  times.” 

“We  are  working  toward  our  own  self- 
determination,”  Underwood  said.  “This 
program  is  alive  here,  we  have  plans  for 
the  future  and  we  are  rebuilding  and 
growing." 

Louisiana  Methodists  can  be  extreme¬ 
ly  proud  of  the  leadership  and  accom¬ 
plishments  that  are  being  made  at 
Dulac.  It  is  hoped  that  through  Advance 
Special  giving  by  Methodist  churches 
throughout  the  state  and  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  work  groups  from  Louisiana 
churches,  that  the  ministry  to  the  Indians 
of  Dulac  will  have  a  greater  future. 


TINY  CHURCH  —  Pictured  above  is  Clanton  Chapel  UMC  in  Dulac.  The  church 
has  an  average  attendance  of  60  members  and  the  pastor  there  is  Dr.  Samuel 
Reeves. 


CONCENTRATING  ON  COMPUTERS  -  These  Dulac  natives  are  members  of 
the  JTPA  program  and  are  practicing  their  computer  knowledge.  These  students 
spend  four  hours  each  day  working  for  a  small  salary  and  spend  the  three  hours  lat¬ 
er  in  the  afternoon  being  tutored  in  their  studies. 


United  Methodist  Foundation 
Welcomes  Patsy  Barnes  Aboard 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Area  offices 
recently  welcomed  Mrs.  Patsy  T.  Barnes 
on  staff  as  the  new  Director  of  Develop¬ 
ment  for  the  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion. 

“The  United  Methodist  Foundation  is 
most  fortunate  to  have  Mrs.  Patsy 
Barnes  to  take  on  the  responsibility  as 
the  new  Director  of  Development  for  the 
UMF,”  Executive  Director  of  Financial 
Affairs  Dr.  James  J.  Caraway  said. 
“Mrs.  Barnes  comes  to  us  with  a  rich 
background  of  over  30  years  in  most 
phases  of  banking,  being  formerly  an  of¬ 
ficer  in  the  American  Bank  of  Baton 
Rouge. 

“Patsy  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
businesswomen  in  the  Baton  Rouge  area, 
having  served  as  chairman  of  the  finan¬ 
cial  drive  of  the  United  Way,”  Caraway 
said. 

Mrs.  Barnes  is  a  lifetime  Methodist, 
having  joined  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Ponchatoula  at  the  age  of 
nine.  Mrs.  Barnes’  grandmother  taught 
Sunday  School  there  for  50  years. 

Mrs.  Barnes  has  also  served  as  the 
chairman  of  the  first  Million  Dollar  cam¬ 
paign  for  her  local  church,  Broadmoor 


UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  She  retired  this 
past  year  from  American  Bank  as  their 
Business  Development  and  Community 
Relations  director. 

“I  am  looking  forward  to  getting  out 
and  working  with  the  people,”  Barnes 
said.  "The  key  thing  is  to  go  out  and  help 
people  to  plan  and  to  assist  them  with 
their  financial  planning." 

“This  is  a  marvelous  opportunity  for 
me  that  I  never  would  have  had  if  I  were 
not  a  Methodist,”  Barnes  said.  “I  am 
ready  to  share  some  of  my  knowledge 
and  expertise  to  benefit  the  Foundation.” 

Mrs.  Barnes,  who  began  her  job  early 
in  August,  has  visited  a  number  of  the 
Methodists’  Good  Samaritan  agencies 
across  the  state  and  she  has  also  visited 
Centenary  College  and  Dillard  Universi¬ 
ty- 

“After  touring  the  institutions  in  the 
state,  I  see  that  the  Methodists  are  in  the 
forefront,”  Barnes  said.  “I  see  the  fine 
work  being  done  by  our  church  and  I  feel 
good  about  being  a  Methodist.” 

"The  Foundation  is  looking  forward  to 
new  ground  being  broken  with  this  addi¬ 
tion  to  our  staff,”  Caraway  said. 


Patsy  T.  Barnes 
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September  Conference  Calendar 


4-7  Superserve  (Volunteers  in  Mission),  Mount  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 

4- 7  Lake  Charles  District  All  In  God’s  Family  Camp,  Mrs.  Janie  Burch,  Director 

5- 7  Singles  Weekend,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

9  Jurisdictional  Council  Directors  Meeting,  Dallas,  TX 

10  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministries,  Dallas.  TX 

10-11  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Fall  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

10- 13  Cursillo  No.  8 

11  General  and  Jurisdictional  Delegation  Meeting,  Bunkie,  10  a.m. 

11- 12  Second  Annual  Church  Music  Workshop,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

(5:30-9  p.m.  on  11th;  8:30  a.m. -4  p.m.  on  12th) 

11-13  Pope  John  Paul  II  Visits  New  Orleans 

12  Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  10  a.m. -2  p.m.,  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 

13  Christian  Education  Sunday  with  Rally  Day  Offering 

13-16  National  UM  Convocation  on  Racism,  Holiday  Inn,  South,  Louisville,  KY 

15  CFA  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  Baton  Rouge,  10  a.m. 

16  Legislative  Liaison  Committee,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10  a.m. -2  p.m. 

17  Centenary  College  President’s  Convocation 

18  Cabinet  Meeting,  Centenary  College  Board  Room,  10  a.m. 

18-19  United  Methodist  Women  Annual  Meeting,  Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport 

20  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Sunday 

21- 24  Seniors  at  Sequoyah  (Retiree  Event),  Mount  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 

22- 23  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Board  of  Directors  Meeting 
23  Committee  on  Open  Itineracy,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10  a.m. 

25  Board  of  Discipleship,  First  Church,  Pineville,  10  a.m. 

26  Sunday  School  Fair,  Trinity  Church,  Ruston  9:30  a.m. -3  p.m. 

27-29  Wally  White  Lectures,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria 


Laity  Board  to  Meet 

Hubert  Blanchard,  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  announces  the  Board  of  Laity 
Committees  will  meet  Sept.  12  at  10  a.m. 
at  Horseshoe  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria. 

Committees  to  meet  are  the  1000  Club 
chaired  by  Cecil  Bland:  Lay  Speaking 
chaired  by  Dr.  Ivan  Bearden;  Daughen- 
baugh-Matheny  Scholarship  Fund 
chaired  by  Jane  Blackwell  and  District 
Lay  Leaders,  Associate  District  Lay 
Leaders,  State  Presidents  of  UMW,  UMM 
and  Youth,  chaired  by-Hubert  Blanchard. 

This  meeting  will  be  the  Board’s  quar¬ 
terly  meeting  and  will  be  highlighted 
with  a  speech  by  Ken  Ward  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation. 

Various  reports  will  be  heard  and 
plans  for  the  future  will  be  discussed.  All 
interested  laity  and  clergy  are  invited  to 
attend. 


Announcement 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  announces  the 
following  change  of  appointment: 
Heide  M.  Ginn  from  Chaplain  Emory 
University  Hospital,  Atlanta.  Georgia 
to  Chaplain  Baptist  Medical  Center, 
Atlanta,  effective  August  15, 1987. 
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Let’s  humanize  appeal  for  ‘partners’ 
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story  contains  wrong  information 
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The  Bishops'  Appeal  for  aid  to  eco¬ 
nomically  ravaged  "partner”  Methodist 
churches  in  Third  World  countries  will 
need  vastly  increased  support  to  reach 
its  goal  of  $9  million  in  three  years  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  14). 

By  the  end  of  July,  six  months  after 
the  appeal  first  was  made,  only  $436,000 
was  raised.  That  sum  came  from  less 
than  5  percent  of  United  Methodism’s 
nearly  38,000  local  churches. 

That  contrasts  dramatically  with  the 
1984  Bishops’  Appeal  for  hunger  relief  in 
Africa.  That  effort  raised  more  than  $1 
million  during  the  first  30  days.  The  re¬ 
sponse  eventually  totaled  $7.7  million  in 
one  .year. 

Officials  at  our  church's  mission  board 
rightly  say  that  it’s  not  yet  time  to  push 
the  panic  button.  But  the  current  ap¬ 
peal— whose  slogan  is  "Partner 
Churches  in  Crisis”— seems  unlikely  to 
reach  its  goal  unless  ways  are  found  bet¬ 
ter  to  convey  to  our  church’s  members 
the  urgency  of  the  crisis. 

The  current  appeal  and  the  earlier 
hunger  appeal  are  different  in  two  cru¬ 
cial  respects. 

First,  the  hunger  appeal  benefited 
from  extensive  secular  media  attention 
to  the  famine  in  Africa.  The  breadth  and 
depth  of  human  suffering  there  were 
dramatically  presented  each  day  by  im¬ 
ages  of  starving  children  staring  out  of 
our  TV  sets  and  our  newspapers.  Little 
effort  was  required  through  church  chan¬ 
nels  to  convince  people  of  that  need. 

The  special  plight  of  Third  World 
churches  is  not  likely  to  receive  similar  at¬ 
tention  via  secular  media.  If  we  in  the 
church  are  to  learn  about  and  respond  to 
the  needs  of  Bolivian  pastors  who  are  un¬ 
able  to  feed  their  families  because  of  a 
2,000  per  cent  annual  inflation  rate,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  that  information  will  have  to  be 
conveyed  through  our  own  channels. 

Second,  the  hunger  appeal  was  rela¬ 


tively  easy  to  personalize  and  dramatize 
as  a  response  to  human  suffering.  Chris¬ 
tian  compassion  naturally  moved  people 
in  the  church  to  respond.  Secular  media 
further  stimulated  that  response  by  reg¬ 
ularly  portraying  people  reaching  out  to 
help  other  people  face  a  life-and-death 
crisis. 

It  is  more  difficult,  but  not  impossible, 
to  show  the  human  side  of  a  church- 
owned  hospital  in  Liberia  needing  medi¬ 
cal  supplies  to  carry  out  its  mission.  Or 
of  a  church  building  in  Malaysia  too  run 
down  to  use  without  extensive  repairs 
that  its  members  are  too  poor  to  fund. 

These,  too,  are  needs  that  affect  the 
spiritual  and  physical  welfare  of  human 
beings  and  fellow  Christians  in  Third 
World  lands.  They  are  victims  of  economic 
forces  beyond  their  control  no  less  than 
starving  Africans  were  victims  of  climatic 
conditions  beyond  their  control. 

In  some  instances,  those  economic 
forces  are  threatening  the  continued  vi¬ 
ability  of  overseas  churches  and  church- 
related  institutions  in' which  our  church 
has  a  deep  and  historic  investment. 

It  would  be  tragically  ironic  if,  after 
working  to  plant  and  cultivate  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  in  other  lands  for  more  than  a 
century,  we  should  turn  our  backs  on  the 
growing  “partner”  churches  that  have  re¬ 
sulted.  It  is  inconceivable  that  United 
Methodists  in  this  country  would  fail  to  re¬ 
spond  if  they  understood  the  seriousness  of 
the  financial  crisis  facing  many  of  those 
churches. 

We  urge  leaders  at  all  levels  of  our 
church  to  step  up  efforts  to  do  what  so  far 
hasn't  occurred  with  the  current  Bishops’ 
Appeal:  put  a  human  face  on  the  serious 
economic  crisis  facing  many  of  our  “part¬ 
ner”  churches  overseas. 

If  that’s  done,  we  predict  the  truth  of  one 
church  official’s  comment  soon  will  be 
shown:  "When  United  Methodists  see  a  need 
and  feel  a  need,  they  respond  to  that  need." 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

‘Moonies’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Aug.  7  "Here  I  Stand"  article  on 
the  "Moonies"  by  Jack  M.  Copas  requires 
some  reasonable  comments. 

As  a  professor  of  world  religions,  I 
have  done  considerable  research  for 
three  years  to  learn  all  I  can  about  the 
"Moonies”  and  “Causa”  from  the  inside. 
I  have  talked  with  the  leaders  and  mem¬ 
bers;  read  the  theology;  attended  confer¬ 
ences,  seminars,  discussion  groups;  and 
talked  with  disgruntled  members. 

From  the  firsthand  information  I  must 
disagree  with  most  of  what  Mr.  Copas  pre¬ 
sents  as  facts.  He  seems  to  have  used  unre¬ 
liable,  and  some  prejudiced,  information. 

I  suggest  that  Mr.  Copas  do  better  home¬ 
work  on  a  subject  before  giving  his  obser¬ 
vations  to  a  reading  public  in  what  seems 
to  be  defensive  and  vindictive  attitudes. 

Good  United  Methodist  doctrine 
stresses  the  supreme  transforming  pow¬ 
er  of  love  even  to  real  or  imaginary  ene¬ 
mies.  I  feel  that  Mr.  Copas  did  not  put 
much  of  this  love  in  his  article.  But, 
maybe,  he  was  just  being  dramatic  to  en¬ 
courage  response. 

John  D.  Erb 
Dennis,  Massachusetts 

Coverage  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  articles  on  the  con¬ 
current  sessions  of  Aldersgate  ’87  (Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Renewal  Services 
Fellowship)  and  the  North  American 
Congress  on  the  Holy  Spirit  and  World 
Evangelism  (see  UMR,  Aug.  7). 

As  one  of  the  UM  attenders  of  the 
meetings,  I  can  attest  that  the  UMC  is 
yet  alive. 

Several  years  ago  I  was  considering 
leaving  the  UMC  because  I  felt  “alone,” 
as  Ross  Whetstone  indicates  in  one  of  the 
articles.  I  then  heard  a  talk  by  Robert 
Tuttle,  who  encouraged  everyone  to  stay 
in  the  UMC  and  work  for  renewal. 


About  the  same  time  I  heard  about  the 
UM  Renewal  Services  Fellowship,  an  af¬ 
filiate  of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship,  and  I  began  to  attend  fellow¬ 
ship-sponsored  Aldersgate  conferences. 

At  about  the  same  time  I  also  discov¬ 
ered  the  1976  UMC  General  Conference 
Guidelines  For  Charismatic  Renewal.  The 
guidelines  point  out  that  all  Christians 
have  "charismata”  (spiritual  gifts)  and 
thus  all  the  Christians  are  charismatic. 

My  thanks  goes  out  to  people  like 
Messrs.  Tuttle  and  Whetstone  who  work 
for  renewal  of  the  UMC  positively  and  en¬ 
courage  others  to  remain  in  the  UMC  and 
support  it. 

I  pray  that  the  labels  can  be  cast  away 
just  as  the  veil  was  torn  apart  at  the 
death  of  Jesus.  The  UMC  is  of  one  God, 
one  Spirit  and  one  body. 

Darryl  Todd 

Fort  Collins,  Colorado 

Adventists  missed 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  list  of  North  American  denomi¬ 
nations  and  missionaries  per  capita 
someone  missed  one  that  is  very  impor¬ 
tant  (see  Reporter,  July  31). 

The  Seventh-day  Adventist  Church  has 
missionaries  in  more  countries  around 
the  world  than  any  church  this  side  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church— and  may  be  on 
a  par  with  them. 

Considering  the  number  of  churches 
they  have  in  this  country  and  the  number 
of  members,  along  with  their  schools,  col¬ 
leges,  seminaries,  hospitals,  publishing 
program  and  a  few  other  things,  they 
have  to  be  considered  a  major  denomina¬ 
tion— certainly  of  greater  dimension  than 
some  included  in  your  chart. 

I  am  disappointed  they  were  left  out 
but  not  surprised. 

Cecil  F.  McKee 
Huntsville,  Texas 


Black  churches  ignored 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  article  in  the 
July  31  Reporter,  which  reported  on  the 
Rev.  George  Hunter’s  keynote  address  at 
the  July  13-16  Good  News  Convocation.  I 
was  particularly  struck  by  the  statistical 
table  that  listed  "North  American  Denom¬ 
inations  and  Missionaries  Per  Capita." 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  not  one 
predominantly  black  denomination  was 
listed. 

The  institute  for  Urban  Affairs  and  re¬ 
search  of  Howard  University  in  Washing¬ 
ton  did  a  study  in  1976  of  black 
denominations  in  America.  Your  readers 
may  be  interested  in  the  following  mem¬ 
bership  statistics  from  that  study  for  the 
largest  of  these  denominations: 

National  Baptist  Convention  of  the 
U.S.A.  Inc.  (6.3  million),  National  Baptist 
Convention  of  America  (2.7  million),  Na¬ 
tional  Primitive  Baptist  Convention  Inc. 
(1.5  million),  Progressive  National  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Inc.  (521,692),  African 


Methodist  Episcopal  Church  (1.25  mil¬ 
lion),  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church  (1.1  million),  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  (466,718)  and  Church  of 
God  in  Christ  (3  million). 

The  overwhelming  majority  of  these 
members  and  churches  are  in  the  inner 
city,  which  predominantly  white 
churches,  to  a  large  extent,  have  aban¬ 
doned.  Further,  most  of  these  black  de¬ 
nominations  are  growing. 

As  a  black  United  Methodist  minister, 
I  am  constantly  dismayed  that  many 
white  church  people,  especially  leaders, 
completely  ignore  the  existence  and  con¬ 
tributions  of  the  black  church  when 
speaking  or  writing  about  the  church. 

It  is  as  if  only  predominantly  white 
churches  are  in  ministry  and  mission. 
These  oversights  are  insulting  to  black 
people  and  help  to  further  the  suspicions 
of  many  that  de  factoN segregation  is  still 
alive  in  the  predominantly  white  church. 

Richard  R.  Hicks 
Baltimore,  Maryland 


Trying  to  dictate  beliefs:  A  bad  idea 


Here  I  Stand 


A  new  employment  policy  adopted  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  represents  a  disturbing  develop¬ 
ment  in  that  denomination’s  growing  in¬ 
ternal  division. 

The  mission  board  recently  endorsed  a 
resolution  requiring  all  future  missionar¬ 
ies  and  staff  employees  to  profess  a  fun¬ 
damentalist  view  of  the  Bible. 

We  believe  such  an  effort  by  any 
Christian  body  to  dictate  the  beliefs  of  its 
leaders  so  narrowly  is  regrettable  on 
both  theological  and  pragmatic  grounds. 

Theologically,  Protestant  Christians 
long  have  emphasized  that  one's  con¬ 
science  should  be  regarded  as  inviola¬ 
ble.  One’s  beliefs  about  the  nature  and 
sources  of  spiritual  truth  reflect,  howev¬ 
er  imperfectly,  one’s  relationship  with 
God.  A  church  has  the  right  to  set  doc¬ 
trinal  standards  for  its  adherents.  How¬ 
ever,  efforts  to  control  the  beliefs  of 
another  amount  to  a  decidedly  non-Prot¬ 
estant  attempt  to  play  God  or  interfere 
with  a  divine-human  relationship. 

Ironically,  the  restrictive  action  in  ques¬ 
tion  flies  in  the  face  of  Baptist  tradition  in 
this  country  dating  back  to  Roger  Williams. 
That  tradition  is  rooted  in  the  insight  that 
spiritual  and  societal  health  require  that 
freedom  of  conscience  be  protected. 

Pragmatically,  adopting  a  policy  that 
attempts  to  dictate  the  beliefs  of  others 
is  more  likely  to  polarize  and  increase 
disunity  among  Southern  Baptists  than 
to  produce  the  sought-after  conformity. 

Those  who  agree  with  the  new  policy 
are  likely  to  dismiss  the  need  for  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  matter  out  of  a  smug  certain¬ 
ty  that  they  alone  know  and  follow  the 
will  of  God.  Those  who  disagree  with  the 
policy  are  likely  to  find  it  difficult  to  re¬ 
main  loyal  participants  in  the  main¬ 
stream  of  a  denomination  that  would 
deny  their  freedom  of  conscience. 
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Sadly,  the  credibility  of  all  Christians 
suffers  in  the  eyes  of  a  skeptical  world 
when  any  part  of  the  body  of  Christ  be¬ 
haves  in  such  contradictory  and  seem¬ 
ingly  unloving  ways. 

As  Christians,  we  should  express  to 
our  sisters  and  brothers  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  our  concern  about 
this  latest  action  by  their  Home  Mission 
Board.  Part  of  our  obligation  as  follow¬ 
ers  of  Christ  is  to  uphold  one  another  in 
prayer.  Another  is  to  hold  each  other  ac¬ 
countable  to  biblical  teachings. 

Accordingly,  we  should  challenge  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  to  explain  how  their  new 
hiring  policy  squares  with  their  own  her¬ 
itage  of  religious  freedom  and  how  they 
see  it  promoting  our  Lord’s  mandate 
“that  all  might  be  one."  Even  ntore  basi¬ 
cally,  we  should  challenge  them  to  ex¬ 
plain  their  doctrinaire  belief  in  biblical 
infallibility  when  the  Bible  makes  no 
such  claim  for  itself. 

To  guard  against  the  danger  of  self- 
righteousness  in  posing  such  questions, 
we  also  should  ask  ourselves  how  we— 
individually  and  as  United  Methodists— 
may  be  acting  in  similarly  unfaithful  or 
disunifying  ways  to  the  detriment  of  the 
cause  of  Christ. 


Contra-hearing  news  raises  faith  issues 
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We  should  rely  on  God , 
not  deception ,  for  security 


jhm! 

By  ROY  C.  CLARK 

The  Iran-contra  hearings  have  been 
the  main  show  this  summer. 

One  day  they  were  shortened  so  that 
members  of  Congress  could  go  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  for  a  celebration  of  the  200th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution. 

The  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  set 
against  a  story  of  intrigue  and  secret  ac¬ 
tions  about  which— if  we  may  believe  the 
testimony— not  even  the  president  was 
informed,  highlights  the  main  issues  of 
the  Iran-contra  affair. 

Those  who  shaped  the  Constitution 
struggled  long  and  hard  during  a  hot 
summer  in  Philadelphia  to  construct  a 
government  of  laws  rather  than  of  men 
(or  women)  doing  their  own  thing.  The 
framers  provided  for  elaborate  checks 
and  balances  to  ensure  that  no  individual 
or  group  took  over  the  government  for 
his  or  her  or  their  own  purposes. 

The  issue  of  greatest  import  in  the 


Debate  in  church  should 
strive  for  * middle  ground 9 


My  Witness 

‘Mid-age  crisis’  brings 
new  outlook  on  life 
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Danny  Cox 


By  DANNY  F.  COX 

Whenever  I  thought  about  the  dreaded 
disease,  I  felt  I  either  wouldn’t  be  sus¬ 
ceptible  to  it  until  I  reached  50  or  as  a 
Christian  would  be  immune  altogether. 

I  should  have  realized,  however,  that 
50  is  only  "middle- 
aged"  if  you  live  to 
be  100  and  that  it 
rains  on  the  justi¬ 
fied)  as  well  as  the 
unjust(tified). 

Therefore,  at  age 
of  37,  I  found  myself 
struck  down,  suffer¬ 
ing  from  the  self-pity 
of  an  acute  case  of  "mid-age  crisis.” 

I  recognized  the  first  symptoms  of  the 
malady  this  summer  on  the  softball  field. 

In  a  single  game  I  allowed  four  routine 
ground  balls  go  by  me  as  untouched  as  a 
bar  of  soap  in  the  bathtub  of  a  6-year-old. 
Team  members  also  began  calling  me 
"wheels,"  referring  to  my  lack  of  speed. 

The  next  symptom  came  when  I  real¬ 
ized  that  my  two  oldest  children,  ages  12 
and  14,  had  more  spending  money  than  I 
did.  It  is  not  easy  on  the  ego  to  have  your 
children  pay  not  only  for  their  ice  cream 
but  yours  as  well. 

I  wasn’t  greedy 

I  had  occasionally  preached  about  greed 
but  never  really  felt  it  applied  to  me.  I 
wasn't  greedy.  All  I  wanted  was  to  have 
more  assets  than  liabilities  and  be  more 
interested  in  turning  off  lights  for  roman¬ 
tic  reasons  rather  than  economic  ones. 

As  far  as  professional  status,  I  felt  I 
had  a  good  appointment,  a  great  church 
with  a  respectable  salary. 

For  a  few  years  as  conference  chair¬ 
man  of  evangelism.  I  had  some  recogni¬ 
tion  and  visibility  within  and  at  annual 
conference,  but  my  tenure  expired  this 
past  June.  Andy  Worhol  once  said,  "Ev¬ 
eryone  will  be  famous  for  15  minutes.”  I 
felt,  in  a  modest  context,  I  had  had  my 
time,  but  it  was  14  minutes  short. 

Physically,  economically  and  profes¬ 
sionally,  I  was  depressed.  Two  years  ago 
I  wasn't  constitutionally  old  enough  to  be 
president.  Now  the  only  thing  I  wasn’t 


old  enough  for  was  Social  Security. 

Middle  age  has  been  described  as  that 
time  in  life  when  your  hair  gets  thinner 
and  your  waist  gets  thicker;  when  you’re 
more  interested  in  how  long  your  car 
will  last  than  how  fast  it  will  go;  and 
when,  at  your  class  reunion,  your  class¬ 
mates  are  so  gray  and  wrinkled  and 
overweight  they  don’t  recognize  you. 

I  was  relating  well  to  all  of  that. 

Scriptures  helped 

What  helped  lead  to  my  recovery  more 
than  anything  were  two  pieces  of  Scrip¬ 
ture.  Luke  12:15  spoke  to  me  most,  “Watch 
out!  Be  on  your  guard  against  all  kinds  of 
greed;  a  person’s  life  does  not  consist  in 
the  abundance  of  his/her  possessions.” 

Although  I  considered  my  physical,  ma¬ 
terial  and  professional  desires  as  small 
compared  to  those  of  others,  I  realized 
now  they  were  still  a  “kind  of  greed.” 

This  greed  prevented  me  from  seeing 
what  is  the  true  measure  of  a  person.  It 
is  not  age  or  salary  or  homes  or  physical 
ability  or  conference  status  but  faithful¬ 
ness  and  obedience  to  God. 

Luke  9:23-25  came  to  my  aid  as  well: 
"If  any  man  would  come  after  me,  let 
him  deny  himself  and  take  up  his  cross 
daily  and  follow  me.  For  what  does  it 
profit  a  man  if  he  gains  the  whole  world 
and  loses  or  forfeits  himself?” 

I  took  up  my  cross  when  I  became  a 
Christian  and  entered  seminary.  Lately, 
however,  I  have  tried  to  avoid  picking  up 
my  cross  as  much  as  possible.  I  counted 
the  cost  of  following  Christ  16  years  ago, 
and  it  was  more  than  worth  it  to  me.  I’ve 
counted  it  again,  and  it  still  is. 

I  found  the  following  words  artistical¬ 
ly  printed  on  the  wall  of  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  retreat  center:  “How  does  one 
become  a  butterfly?  You  must  want  to 
fly  so  much  that  you  are  willing  to  give 
up  being  a  caterpillar.” 

“Mid-age  crisis”  is  a  disease  for  cater¬ 
pillars.  1  now  feel  like  the  richest,  high 
flyingest  and,  yes,  even  the  youngest  but¬ 
terfly  around. 

The  Rev.  Danny  F.  Cox  is  pbstor  of  Eureka 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Eureka,  III.  (Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Annual  Conference). 


Iran-contra  matter  is  not  whether  one  is 
for  or  against  aid  to  the  contras.  The  is¬ 
sue  is  not  whether  one  is  attracted  to  Lt. 
Col.  Oliver  North.  The  issue  is  not  wheth¬ 
er  one  approves  of  what  Congress  has 
done  or  not. 

What  kind  of  government? 

The  issue  is  what  kind  of  government 
we  will  have.  Will  it  be  a  government  of 
the  people  through  their  representatives 
(as  frustrating  as  their  behavior  may  be 
to  us  at  times)?  Or  will  it  be  a  govern¬ 
ment  of  whoever  is  in  power  and  can  ma¬ 
nipulate  the  machinery  to  accomplish 
what  they  will? 

This  is  an  issue  for  American  citizens 
to  ponder  seriously.  But  it  has  special 
significance  for  those  who  profess  to  be¬ 
lieve  in  and  follow  Jesus  Christ. 

It  becomes  not  just  a  governmental  or 
political  issue  but  a  faith  issue.  The  issue 
is  the  ancient  one  of  means  and  ends: 
Does  the  end  that  one  assumes  to  be  good 
justify  cutting  corners  to  accomplish  it? 

My  best  understanding  of  the  witness 
of  Jesus  is  that  He  gave  a  resounding 
"no”  to  that  question.  That  is  the  heart  of 
the  issue  He  faced  when  tempted  by  the 
evil  one  at  the  beginning  of  his  ministry : 

Would  He  adopt  practical  and  popular 
means  to  get  people’s  response?  Would 
He  bribe  them  with  bread  (turn  stones 
into  bread),  beguile  them  with  sensation¬ 
alism  (leap  from  the  pinnacle  of  the  tem¬ 
ple)  or  adopt  cynical  and  worldly  ways  to 
get  things  done  (worship,  i.e.,  follow,  Sa¬ 
tan)?  In  each  instance  Jesus  said  “no.” 

Jesus  refused  to  identify  with  the  zeal¬ 
ots  of  His  time.  Those  fanatics  said  Ro¬ 
man  rule  was  so  bad  that  they  had  to 
fight  fire  with  fire. 

Jesus  refused  also  to  side  with  those 
who  collaborated  with  the  authorities  to 
keep  the  status  quo  to  their  benefit. 

Jesus  followed  a  third  way 

Rather,  he  followed  a  third  way  of  un¬ 
swerving  faithfulness  to  God’s  way  of  do¬ 
ing  things.  In  the  short  run  it  didn’t  pay 
off.  He  was  crucified.  No  doubt  Satan 
said,  "I  told  you  so.”  But  in  the  longer 
run  Jesus  is  the  victor. 

A  part  of  that  third  way  is  to  “let  your 
yea  be  yea  and  your  nay  be  nay.”  In  oth¬ 
er  words,  tell  the  truth. 

The  Iran-contra  hearings  have  by  the 
open  admissions  of  Lt.  Col.  North  and 
Rear  Adm.  John  Poindexter  revealed  a 
whole  policy  built  on  lying  and  decep¬ 
tion.  Americans  have  a  basic  decision  to 
make  about  the  integrity  of  their  govern¬ 
ment.  Christians  in  America  have  a  basic 
faith  decision  to  make. 

The  root  issue  here,  as  in  all  issues,  is 
faith:  not  faith  as  intellectual  belief  that 
there  is  a  God  or  that  Jesus  is  the  son  of 
God— the  devils  believe  that— but  faith 
as  trust  in  God  and  in  His  ways. 

For  ancient  Israel  as  for  us,  the  issue 
is  whether  we  trust  in  the  technology  of 
arms  and  the  devious  ways  of  covert  ac¬ 
tions  for  our  security  or  whether  we 
trust  in  the  strong  arm  of  God  that  sup¬ 
ports  those  who  speak  and  do  the  truth. 

People  of  faith  must  address  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  where  security  for  our  noble  ex¬ 
periment  in  democracy  really  lies.  Is  it 
in  a  system  of  deception  that  lies  not 
only  to  our  presumed  enemies  but  also  to 
others  in  government  and  to  the  people? 

Or  do  we  trust  God  enough  to  take  se¬ 
riously  the  remarkable  system  of  gov¬ 
ernment  by  law— that  is,  by  open 
process— that  our  forefathers  struggled 
to  give  us  through  the  Constitution? 


By  JOHN  M.  DOWNS 

During  Lt.  Col.  Oliver  North’s  testimo¬ 
ny  before  the  congressional  panel,  sever¬ 
al  signs  appeared  in  front  of  local 
businesses,  saying:  "Go  Ollie  Go,”  “Ollie 
4,  Congress  0”  and  “Ollie  For  President.” 

These  signs  and  opinion  polls  taken 
during  that  week  suggest  a  groundswell 
of  support  for  both  Lt.  Col.  North’s  per¬ 
son  and  actions.  The  sentiment  that  Lt. 
Col.  North  could  do  nothing  wrong  and 
that  Congress  could  do  nothing  right 
seemed  to  arise. 

That  sentiment— along  with  some 
songs  mocking  the  figures  being  investi¬ 
gated— reminds  us  what  happens  often 
in  sensitive  issues: 

When  open  debate  and  a  tolerance  for 
the  “middle  ground”  fail,  further  polar¬ 
ization  of  feelings  and  positions  occurs. 
People  tend  to  move  to  extremes  on  the 
sides  of  the  debate. 

Truth  can  lie  in  middle  ground 

Yet,  truth  and  further  possibilities  of¬ 
ten  lie  within  the  middle  ground,  not  at 
the  extremes.  There  is  probably  some 
truth  on  both  sides  of  the  issues  relating 
to  the  Iran-contra  affair. 

On  one  hand,  the  presence  of  commu¬ 
nism  within  this  hemisphere  is  a  concern 
to  be  monitored.  But  a  communist  pres¬ 
ence  in  Nicaragua  is  probably  not  as  se¬ 
rious  a  threat  as  it  would  be  if  the 
attempt  were  made  to  place  Soviet  mis¬ 
siles  there. 

Further,  as  Lt.  Col.  North  testified,  Con¬ 
gress  has  acted  sluggishly  in  its  policy  to¬ 
ward  the  Nicaraguan  rebels  and  Central 
America.  The  sluggishness  created  the 
frustration  that  led  to  such  decisive  ac¬ 
tions  as  Lt.  Col.  North  allegedly  took. 

But,  Congress  did  finally  make  contra 
aid  illegal.  And,  as  he  stated,  Lt.  Col. 
North  was  more  than  likely  acting  in 
obedience  to  his  superiors,  at  least  up  to 
some  point. 

On  the  other  hand,  contra  “atrocities” 
have  been  documented.  Questions  about 
their  esteem  among  the  Nicaraguan  people 
and  the  rebels’  future  as  an  effective  move¬ 
ment  without  further  U.S.  aid  still  linger. 

And  the  inconsistency  between  the 
Reagan  administration’s  public  policy 
and  apparent  private  action  toward  Iran 
is  probably  not  immoral  but  certainly 
was  not  very  wise. 

Lt.  Col.  North’s  revelations  about  the 
“government  within  the  government”  and 
its  plans  to  suspend  the  Constitution  dur¬ 
ing  a  national  emergency  certainly  force 
us  into  fresh  debate  about  the  Constitution 
and  its  powers  and  limitations  today. 

Constitution  provides  for  debate 

Such  ongoing  debate  in  each  era  lies 
inherently  within  the  nature  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution. 

As  former  Chief  Justice  John  Marshall 
once  wrote,  "This  provision  is  made  in  a 
constitution,  intended  to  endure  for  ages 
to  come,  and  consequently,  to  be  adapted 
to  the  various  crises  of  human  affairs.” 

Let’s  hope  this  ability  to  adapt  to  pre¬ 
sent  crises  will  emerge  from  these  hear¬ 
ings  and  lead  to  clearer  policies. 

Whatever  the  causes  of  the  popular 
support  for  Lt.  Col.  North,  his  and  others’ 
public  testimony  has  highlighted  a  polar¬ 
ization  on  issues  relating  to  Central 
America,  communism,  patriotism  and  to 
how  things  "get  done”  in  government. 

Debate  based  upon  facts  and  issues  be¬ 
comes  more  difficult.  When  personality 
and  sentiments  enter  the  arena  of  public 
debate  on  issues,  facts  tend  to  become 


obscured,  and  extremes  of  positions  tend 
to  harden. 

Tolerance  would  have  us  remember 
that,  as  one  member  of  the  congressional 
panel  said,  we  can  disagree  with  Lt.  Col. 
North  and  still  love  God  and  country.  Pa¬ 
triotism  is  not  at  issue  here.  How  things 
get  accomplished  in  a  democratic  state 
for  the  purposes  of  genuine,  effective  as¬ 
sistance  is. 

Herein  lies  a  lesson  the  church  must 
still  wrestle  with  in  its  own  debates. 

Congress  is  one  primary,  constitutional 
arena  for  this  public  debate.  Yet,  even 
Congress  seems  more  polarized  now,  and 
the  “facts”  upon  which  to  focus  our  discus¬ 
sions  of  these  issues  are  hard  to  obtain. 

Arriving  at  public  policy  is  further 
confounded  when  the  administration 
works  against  public  law. 

Coherent  policy  needed 

However,  in  spite  of  talk  about  debate, 
tolerance  and  obscure  facts,  we  must  fi¬ 
nally  arrive  at  a  coherent  public  policy. 

Perhaps  some  alternative  approaches 
to  new  policies  might  emerge  from  “the 
middle  ground.” 

The  saying,  “Build  on  your  strengths,” 
offers  wisdom  for  many  areas  of  life — 
and  for  a  foreign  policy. 

For  example,  if  we  could  fight  a  com¬ 
munist  threat  by  directing  our  aid  to  an 
uncertain  movement  like  the  contras,  why 
not  redirect  that  aid  to  strengthen  oiir 
democratic,  sovereign  allies  in  the  region? 

One  thinks  of  Mexico  and  Costa  Rica. 
Mexico  certainly  can  benefit  from  our 
increased  humanitarian  assistance  to 
help  stem  the  great  tide  of  poverty,  the 
breeding  ground  of  further  revolutions, 
fleeing  aliens  and  bad  relations  with  the 
United  States. 

Other  alternative  approaches  involve 
the  church  more  directly.  The  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  through  its  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  has  initiated  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  Baptist  Convention  of 
Nicaragua  and  hopes  to  do  the  same  in 
El  Salvador. 

Such  initiatives  can  support  our  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  in  Christ  and  teach  us 
more  of  the  “facts”  about  what  is  actual¬ 
ly  happening  there.  That  allows  those 
Christians  to  minister  to  us  and  helps  us 
come  to  a  clearer  position. 

If  we,  as  citizens  and  Christians  in  a 
democratic  state,  can  refrain  from  the 
pull  toward  polarization  on  any  public  is¬ 
sue,  we  may  find  more  creative  and  hu¬ 
mane  responses  emerge  when  we  cease 
clinging  to  our  own  position  as  the  only 
right  way. 

Again,  it  seems  that  these  days  offer 
the  church  a  message  about  how  we  car¬ 
ry  out  our  own  discussions  and  debates. 
May  we  heed  the  message  and  become  a 
light  to  the  world. 


"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum 
through  which  Reporter  readers 
may  express  opinions  and  concerns 
about  issues  facing  the  church. 

Bishop  Roy  C.  Clark  is  episcopal 
leader  of  United  Methodism’s  Co¬ 
lumbia  (S.C.)  Area.  His  article  is  re¬ 
printed  with  permission  of  the 
"South  Carolina  Advocate."  The 
Rev.  John  M.  Downs  is  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
West  Monroe,  La.  (Louisiana  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length) 
to  “ Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
l  exas  75266-0275. 


A  Supplement  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
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Special  Report: 


‘Peace’  tops  United  Methodist  Women’s 
agenda  in  quadrennial  training  session 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

and  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Reporter  Staff 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio— Ohio  Gov.  Rich¬ 
ard  Celeste  and  his  wife,  Dagmar,  set  the 
tone  for  a  weekiong  national  seminar  for 
United  Methodist  Women  last  week  by 
challenging  them  to  keep  on  working  for 
peace. 

In  the  keynote  address.  Gov  Celeste,  a 
leader  in  the  former  Methodist  Student 
Movement,  and  Mrs.  Celeste,  who  is 
working  toward  a  master's  degree  in 
counseling  at  the  Methodist  Theological 
School  of  Ohio,  both  zeroed  in  on  the  key 
role  played  by  women  in  peacemaking. 

Against  a  colorful  backdrop  of  stream¬ 
ers  inscribed,  “Faithful  Action,  Joyful 
Living”— the  theme  of  the  gathering— 
the  pair  told  an  estimated  300  women 
meeting  at  Ohio  State  University  that 
peacemaking  should  be  at  the  top  of  ev¬ 
ery  agenda. 

"When  we  set  our  public  policies  agen¬ 
da,"  Gov.  Celeste  said,  "we  do  it  with  too 
little  faith.” 

He  declared  that  peacemaking  is  “nec¬ 
essary  in  our  families,  in  the  work  place 
and  in  our  schools." 

Mrs  Celeste  called  for  the  UM  women 
to  take  an  active  role  in  politics. 

"Politics  is  a  dirty  business  because 
you're  not  in  it,”  she  said.  "The  place  you 
are  going  to  really  prove  [your  ideals  of 


‘Contract’  assures  work  back  home 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio-Each  partici¬ 
pant  at  the  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en's  1987  National  Seminar  got  there 
through  a  rigorous  selection  process 
and  signed  a  "contract”  pledging  to 
use  what  she  learned  there  back 
home. 

Each  of  the  denomination’s  annu¬ 
al  conferences  chose  a  local,  district 
and  a  conference  representative. 
Each  of  the  five  jurisdictional  (re¬ 
gional)  conference  planning  groups 
in  the  United  States  also  selected 
four  people  to  send  to  Columbus. 

Ellen  Kirby,  a  staff  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis- 
Wnrr|(>»jv  Division,  •tnid  nn  ad¬ 


ditional  10  women  between  ages  16 
and  25  were  nominated  by  annual 
and  jurisdictional  conferences.  And 
one  woman  "with  life  experiences 
that  reflect  the  integrity  of  faith  and 
action"  (themes  of  the  meeting)  was 
chosen  from  each  jurisdiction,  she 
said. 

Each  conference  UM  Women 
president  signed  a  "contract”  pledg¬ 
ing  to  use  participants'  learnings  in 
her  conference  programming 

Registration  costs  of  $260  per  per¬ 
son  were  paid  by  the  conferences. 
Travel  and  any  expenses  for  depen¬ 
dent  care  were  paid  by  the  Women’s 
Division. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


peacemaking]  is  locally.” 

Later  in  the  week,  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  wrote  letters  and  postcards  to 
their  senators  and  congressional  repre¬ 
sentatives  urging  them  to  support  the 
Central  American  peace  plan  signed 
Aug.  7  by  presidents  of  five  nations  in 
that  region. 

The  peace  plan  calls  for  a  five-step 
process  to  bring  peace  to  the  region, 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio— Opal  Gilliam  (right)  from  Slymar,  Calif.,  receives  in¬ 
structions  on  communicating  with  elected  officials  from  Billy  Curfman, 
Delaware,  Ohio.  Ms.  Curfman  was  one  of  several  volunteers  at  a  learning 
resource  center  at  the  Women’s  Division  National  Seminar.  An  estimated 
300  United  Methodist  women  like  Ms.  Gilliam  wrote  letters  to  members  of 
Congress,  senators,  and  the  president  asking  for  support  of  a  Central  Amer¬ 
ican  peace  plan  recently  signed  by  national  presidents  in  that  area  and  for 
an  end  to  funding  of  Nicaraguan  rebels. 


where  rebel  groups  are  attempting  to 
bring  down  governments  in  Nicaragua 
and  El  Salvador. 

The  letter-writing  campaign— which 
sent  an  estimated  900  cards  and  letters 
to  legislators  in  Washington— capped  the 
seminar  of  laywomen  and  personnel 
from  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  held  every 
four  years. 

United  Methodist  women  from  72  of 
the  church’s  73  annual  conferences  in  the 
United  States  sent  representatives,  a 
Women’s  Division  official  said. 

The  seminar  was  designed  "to  help 
women  learn  how  to  do  social  justice 
work  and  not  burn  out,”  said  Ellen  Kir¬ 
by,  head  of  the  Christian  social  relations 
department  of  the  Women’s  Division. 

The  seminar  emphasized  spiritual  dis¬ 
cipline  and  Bible  study  in  addition  to  of¬ 
fering  sessions  where  women  developed 
skills  to  work  on  social  justice  issues. 

The  Rev.  H.  Ulises  Torres  led  daily  Bi¬ 
ble  studies.  Dr.  Torres  is  pastor  of  New 
Bedford  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Bedford,  Mass.  A  native  Chilean,  he  was 
expelled  from  that  country  in  the  early 
1970s  for  criticizing  the  government. 

Featured  in  a  smorgasbord  of  social 
issues  were  rural  land  ownership,  wom¬ 
en  in  the  global  workplace,  hope  and  jus¬ 
tice  in  Central  America  and  resurgent 
racism  (see  related  stories  on  each  topic 
elsewhere  on  this  page). 

Women  tell  stories 

In  evening  storytelling  sessions  the 
women  heard  from  Doris  Akers  of  Follett, 
Texas,  whose  protest  against  the  “white 
train"  carrying  nuclear  weapons  has  been 
featured  in  a  video  production  “In  Defense 
of  Creation,”  and  from  Dr.  Eimi  Watan- 
abe,  head  of  UNICEF’s  Asia  section. 

Mrs.  Akers,  a  peace  advocate,  said  she 
viewed  herself  as  a  product  of  the  church 
and  called  that  identification  the  basis  of 
her  anti-nuclear  protest. 

She  said  her  background  compelled 
her  to  reach  out  to  people  who  don’t 
agree  with  her  views. 

"We  must  try,  try,  try,"  said  Mrs 
Akers,  the  wife  of  a  Texas  Panhandle 


rancher,  “not  to  see  another  human  be¬ 
ing  as  a  villain,  beneath  us  or  as  our  ene¬ 
my  just  because  their  views  are  different 
from  our  own.” 

She  related  her  role  as  "a  link  in  the 
peace  group”  that  monitors  rail  ship¬ 
ments  of  nuclear  weapons  from  a  final 
assembly  plant  near  Amarillo,  Texas. 

"I  just  feel  grateful  that  this  is  one 
very  small  thing  that  I  can  do  to  help  lift 
up  the  cause  of  peace,"  Mrs.  Akers  said. 
"And  as  James  says,  ‘Show  me  your  faith 
apart  from  your  works,  and  I,  by  my 
works,  will  show  you  my  faith.’  ” 

Dr.  Watanabe,  a  Japanese  sociologist 
working  with  the  United  Nations  Children 
Fund,  told  the  women  that  some  of  the 
most  critical  problems  facing  the  world’s 
children  have  very  simple  solutions. 

While  5  million  children  die  annually  of 
dehydration  from  diarrhea,  the  antidote  is 
“a  simple,  low-cost  oral  rehydration  thera¬ 
py"  that  doesn’t  require  medical  facilities 
or  trained  doctors,  she  said. 

"For  those  of  you  who  do  not  know,  it 
is  Gatorade,"  Dr.  Watanabe  said. 

The  2  million  children  who  fall  prey  to 
acute  respiratory  infections  could  be 
saved  by  "50  cents  worth  of  antibiotics,” 
she  explained. 

The  UNICEF  official  reminded  her  au¬ 
dience  that  "communities  themselves 
must  want  to  do  something  about  their 
children.” 

“It  is  also  important  that  political 
leaders  have  the  will  to  do  something 
about  children,”  she  said. 

In  El  Salvador,  where  rebels  are  try¬ 
ing  to  unseat  the  government,  “three 
days  of  tranquility”  were  negotiated  by 
both  sides  to  inoculate  children  against 
childhood  diseases,  she  said. 

"If  there  is  a  will,”  Dr.  Watanabe  said, 
there  is  a  way,  so  political  will  is  criti¬ 
cally  important.  In  your  roles  as  voters, 
pressure  your  government  to  do  more 
for  children  in  developing  countries. 

“Whatever  you  can  do  in  your  own  en¬ 
vironment  for  children  will  eventually 
link  up  with  global  efforts.” 

Participants  visit  projects 

In  addition  to  the  focus  on  social  issues, 
the  women  toured  church  and  ecumenical 
projects  in  Columbus,  worshiped  at  local 
UM  churches,  spent  an  evening  at  Colum¬ 
bus’  Center  of  Science  and  Industry  and 
went  to  the  Columbus  Zoo. 

Projects  visited  included  women’s  cen¬ 
ters,  shelters  for  the  homeless,  child¬ 
care  centers,  literacy  programs,  a  dairy 
farm,  food  pantries  and  juvenile  pro¬ 
grams. 

Pat  Callbeck  Harper,  a  lobbyist  for 
women’s  issues  in  the  Montana  legisla¬ 
ture  and  the  youngest  officer  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  offered  tips  for  taking 
lessons  of  the  seminar  home  to  local 
churches  and  communities. 

"We  are  Easter  people,”  she  said. 
"  No  way’  isn’t  in  our  vocabulary. 

"There  is  no  time  for  hot  faith  and 
cold  feet.  Don't  forget  why  we  are  in¬ 
volved,  and  remember  Who  is  in  charge, 
Whose  agenda  it  is. 

"Courage  is  just  fear  that  has  said  its 
prayers.” 


Women,  children  remain  in  forefront 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 
COLUMBUS,  Ohio— "Suffer  the  little 
children  to  come  unto  me,  for  of  such  is 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.” 

The  inspirational  singing  of  Scripture 
from  Matthew  19:14  set  the  tone  for  the 
plenary  session  on  "Telling  the  Story  of 
the  World’s  Children”  during  the  1987 
National  Seminar  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  Women’s  Division 
last  week  at  The  Ohio  State  University. 

Addressing  the  group,  which  repre¬ 
sented  all  but  one  of  the  73  United  Meth¬ 


odist  annual  conferences  in  the  United 
States,  was  Carolyn  Marshall,  president 
of  the  Women's  Division.  Mrs.  Marshall, 
by  virtue  of  that  office,  is  also  president 
of  1.2  million  United  Methodist  Women. 

"Throughout  the  years  that  women 
have  been  organized  for  mission,  not 
only  as  United  Methodist  Women  but  in 
all  of  its  predecessor  organizations,  we 
are  aware  that  ministry  to  women  and 
children  has  been  the  forefront  of  pro¬ 
grams  and  programming,”  said  Mrs. 
Marshall,  a  member  of  Centenary  United 
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EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  Western  rural  life  cen¬ 

ter  Full-time.  Begin  June  1988  Salary  negotiable 

Work  with  churches,  denominational  and  ecumeni¬ 
cal  agencies,  and  seminaries  to  develop  leader¬ 
ship.  programming  and  support  for  rural  and 
small  congregations  Inquiries  to:  Small  Church 
Center.  PO  Box  514.  Filer.  ID  83328  1 

NON-RESIDENT  DEGREE  PROGRAMS  va  theol- 

of' Fairfax  University  offers  off-campus  guided 
studv  programs  leading  to  bachelor,  master,  doc¬ 
torate  degrees  to  people  aged  25  +  Advanced 
credits  for  appropriate  prior  academic/life  expe- 

TELEVISION  CONSULTANTS.  INC  -16  years  ex¬ 

perience  specializing  in  custom  design  and  instal¬ 
lation  of  equipment.  5825  Youree.  Shreveport.  La 
71105  or  call  (318)  226-8776  Ask  for  Jack  Easter- 
wood 

credentialed  faculty  Low  tuition.  Free  catalogue 

The  Dean.  Fairfax  University.  2900  Energy  Centre, 
new  Orleans.  LA  70163-2900  (504)  585-7303. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  ministries 

for  dynamic  suburban  Central  Florida  church  In¬ 
volves  full  range  of  responsibilities  in  youth  minis¬ 
try  to  grades  6-12.  Bachelor's  degree  in  Christian 
education  or  equivalent  degree  in  youth-related 
field  required  Three  to  five  years  of  full-time  em- 
plovment  in  youth  ministry  preferred  Salary  low 
to  mid  20  s.  Submit  resume  immediately  to  San- 
lando  United  Methodist  Church.  1890  West  State 
Road  434.  Longwood.  FL  32750. 

COMPREHEND  THE  MYSTERIES:  General  Con¬ 

ference  Seminar  St.  Louis,  direct  observation,  dai¬ 
ly  briefings,  leadership  roundtables.  Write  or  call 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  Continuing  Education 
(214)692-2251 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  sought  to  continue 
an  active  youth  program  for  FUMC  in  beautiful  West 
Texas  town  of  Canadian  Salary  commensurate  with 
education  and  experience  Send  resume  to  First  UMC. 
Box  1343.  Canadian.  TX  79014.  (806)  323-6758.  1 

NEEDED:  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  at  South  Lee  Unit¬ 

ed  Methodist  Church.  Oklahoma  City— morning 
and  evening  worship,  weekly  rehearsal,  special 

Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a  m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)488-0856 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  San  An¬ 

gelo.  Texas,  seeks  a  certified  director  of  Christian 
education.  1.300  members  in  downtown  area  of 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR/ASSISTANT  PASTOR- 

Evangelical  church  with  membership  of  1,200 
seeking  an  individual  to  direct  growing  youth  pro¬ 
gram  and  assist  pastor  (70%  youth-30%  pastoral) 
Job  description  available  Salary  $22.000-$24  000 
Send  resume  to  James  Williams.  Lake  Shore  Unit¬ 
ed  Methdodist  Church.  2246  Blanding  Blvd  . 
Jacksonville.  FL  32210 

program  for  all  ages,  musical  skills  desired,  but 
not  essential  Mail  resume,  references,  and  salary 
desired.  37  E.  Beauregard.  San  Angelo.  Texas  or 
call  (915)  655-8981 

WILLS’’  You  can  write  your  own  with  our  easy-to- 

follow  will  forms.  Two  forms  $5  00  Reverend  Wil¬ 
liams.  Box  1089.  Buna.  Texas  77612. 

FREE:  OFFICIAL  DIRECTORY  National  Associ¬ 
ation  United  Methodist  Evangelists:  also  Holy 
Land  tour  brochure  January  17-27.  1988  ($1,280) 
Write  evangelist  Jack  Gray.  1212  Josey  Lane  #375. 
Carrollton.  TX  75006. 

DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNITY  CENTER  needed 

to  provide  administrative  leadership  for  a  United 
Methodist-related  multi-service  community  social 
service  agency  Full-time  position.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble  depending  on  experience  Starting  date  in  mid- 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR.  Chapel- 
wood  United  Methodist  Church.  Houston,  TX.  Send 

Community  Center.  PO.  Box  98.  Nome.  Alaska 
99762 

Greenbav  Drive.  Houston.  TX  77024. 

FOR  SALE:  14  PADDED  CHURCH  PEWS,  various 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies 
Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view.  Com- 

Baldwin  organ  Call  (305)  322-1472  9  am-1  pm  for 
information 

weeks  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun, 
Drawer  1138,  Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627- 
6067.627-9507. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Business  Manager-ac¬ 

counting  degree,  five  years  management  experi¬ 
ence.  computer  capability  preferred.  Red  Bird 
Mission.  Beverlv.  KY  40913.  (606)  337-3300 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel¬ 

ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  (12  or 
more)  Eureka  Springs.  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool.  $7.50  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals, 
all  for  $21  ea!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

EDUCATION  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  This  full¬ 

time  position  works  with  education  programs, 
worship,  evangelism,  missions  Qualifications  in¬ 
clude  a  demonstrated  commitment  to  the  church/ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  position 

available  at  2.400-member  First  UMC.  Odessa,  TX. 
Program  includes  choirs  for  all  ages,  vocal  ensem¬ 
bles.  handbells,  church  orchestra  Experience  pre 
ferred.  salary  negotiable.  Resumes  to.  Rev. 
Charles  N.  Crutchfield.  First  UMC.  415  N.  Lee. 
Odessa.  TX  79761. 

communicate  a  personal  faith  to  youth/adults 
Bachelor  s  degree  desired  Reply  to  PPR  Search 
Committee.  Garden  Street  United  Methodist 
Church.  1326  N  Garden  St..  Bellingham,  WA  98225 
Include  current  resume  and  one-page  statement  of 
faith  and  experience 

Methodist  Church  in  Veedersburg,  Ind. 

Speaking  on  child  advocacy  was  Dr 
Eimi  Watanabe,  chief  of  the  Asian  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Nations  Children  s 
Fund. 

"In  its  40  years,  UNICEF  has  learned 
many  lessons,”  said  Dr.  Watanabe.  ‘‘One 
major  lesson  learned  has  been  that  in  or¬ 
der  to  assist  children,  you  cannot  look  at 
them  in  isolation.  You  have  to  look  at 
them  in  the  context  of  their  families, 
communities  and  religion.” 

She  said  UNICEF  had  saved  more 
than  4  million  children  in  the  last  five 
years  by  providing  "low-tech”  water 
supply  systems  in  developing  countries 
She  said  those  systems  benefited  entire 
families  and  communities. 

Two  other  low-cost  methods  to  give 
children  a  healthier  life— immunization 
and  oral  rehydration  therapy  to  protect 
children  against  diarrheal  dehydration- 
have  saved  almost  1.5  million  children 
under  age  5,  she  added. 

"But  more  importantly,”  she  said, 
"you  have  to  improve  the  situation  of  the 
children’s  mothers  and  women  in  the 
communities. 


"Studies  have  shown  that  if  you  in¬ 
crease  the  incomes  of  the  fathers,  or  the 
men  in  the  community,  that  does  not 
necessarily  improve  the  situations  of 
their  children.  But  if  you  increase  the  in¬ 
comes  of  mothers,  you  will  always  im¬ 
prove  the  situation  of  the  children.” 

The  speaker  said  local  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women’s  groups  can  do  several  things 
to  help  improve  the  quality  of  life  for 
women  throughout  the  world. 

Specifically,  she  said,  local  church 
women  can  raise  money  for  internation¬ 
al  programs  by  selling  UNICEF  greeting 
cards;  mobilize  religious  networks  and 
other  organizations  to  set  proper  exam¬ 
ples  for  women  in  impoverished  commu¬ 
nities  and  developing  countries;  and 
write  lawmakers  concerning  issues  re¬ 
lated  to  women  and  children. 

Other  plenary  sessions  and  action 
groups  under  the  “women  in  the  work¬ 
place”  topic  reflected  related  issues, 
such  as  ministries  to  incarcerated  wom¬ 
en  and  their  children,  women  in  politics, 
women  and  ageism,  ministries  to  women 
and  children  in  crisis,  and  equity  for 
working  women. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Card-writing  supports 
Latin  America  peace 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio-Just  under 
300  United  Methodist  women,  at¬ 
tending  a  high-level  quadrennial  na- 
tional  seminar  last  week,  were 
urged  by  a  denominational  peace 
and  world  order  official  to  write 
their  congressmen  in  support  of  a 
Central  American  peace  plan. 

The  plan,  signed  by  presidents  of 
five  Central  American  nations  Aug. 
7,  maps  out  concrete  steps  to  end 
strife  in  the  region. 

The  peace  plan  calls  for  amnesty 
for  rebel  groups,  a  general  cease¬ 
fire,  an  end  to  aid  to  rebels  and  a 
pledge  to  refuse  to  allow  use  of  a  na¬ 
tion’s  territory  to  stage  attacks  on 
other  nations. 

“For  the  United  States  to  support 
the  peace  agreement,"  said  Joyce 
Hamlin,  executive  secretary  for  the 
office  of  public  policy  in  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  “it  will  mean  that 
we  must  end  all  aid,  including  so- 
called  ‘humanitarian  aid’  to  the  con¬ 
tras.  Only  aid  to  resettle  rebels  and 
refugees  is  allowed  under  the  plan." 

Anna  Rhee,  peace  and  world  order 
program  director  for  the  UM  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  insisted 
that  "this  peace  plan  cannot  be  suc¬ 
cessfully  implemented  without  the 
support  of  the  United  States.” 

She  told  the  United  Methodist 
women.  "What  we  have  to  do  as 
faithful  action  on  our  part  is  to  ask 
our  government  not  to  send  aid  to 
the  contras." 

Many  of  the  women  present  re¬ 
sponded  to  Ms.  Rhee’s  request,  using 
postcards  provided  for  them  to 
write  senators  and  representatives 
to  urge  their  support  of  the  Central 
American  peace  plan. 

Peace  in  Central  America  was 
one  of  four  major  focuses  empha¬ 
sized  during  the  week-long  seminar. 
Most  attention  was  focused  on  U.S.- 
backed  contra  rebels  fighting  to 
overthrow  the  Sandinista  govern¬ 
ment  in  Nicaragua  and  an  insurrec¬ 
tion  in  El  Salvador  attempting  to 
depose  that  nation’s  government. 


Ms.  Rhee  led  an  “action  group” 
discussion  of  Central  American  is 
sues  that  dealt  with  U.S.  activity  in 
the  region. 

Among  speakers  to  address  both  the 
convocation  and  its  Central-American 
action  group  was  the  Rev  Marta  Ben¬ 
avides.  a  Baptist  minister  from  El  Sal¬ 
vador  now  living  in  Mexico  City 

‘‘The  perception  (in  the  United 
States)  is  that  Central  America  is  the 
backyard  of  the  United  States,  Ms 
Benavides  told  the  women.  “We  would 
like  it  not  to  be  anybody's  back  yard 
or  front  yard  but  our  own  house." 

She  explained  to  the  Central 
American  action  group  that  the  rev¬ 
olution  in  El  Salvador  is  "to  get  rid 
of  a  class  of  people  who  are  very 
rich,  not  a  dictator.” 

She  said  that  women  in  her  coun¬ 
try  were  organizing  “at  the  grass¬ 
roots  level”  to  support  their  quest 
for  a  new  government  sensitive  to 
the  poor. 

“You  must  first  decide,”  Ms.  Bena¬ 
vides  said,  "that  you  are  willing  to 
die.  Then  you  decide  how  you  are  go¬ 
ing  to  die.  " 

She  predicted  that  unless  govern¬ 
ments  in  the  region  establish  poli¬ 
cies  addressing  the  needs  of  the 
poor,  there  would  be  class  warfare 
between  rich  and  poor  throughout 
Central  America. 

In  response  to  questions  from  the 
group  asking,  “What  can  we  do?"  she 
said  that  United  Methodist  women 
must  first  pledge  themselves  to  “do 
justice  here  (in  the  United  States)." 

That  response  eventually  will  link 
up  with  other  efforts  around  the  world 
to  achieve  a  just  society,  she  said. 

“There  cannot  be  peace  without 
justice,”  Ms.  Benavides  said. 

"Figure  out  how  to  be  effective 
political  beings,"  she  urged  the  en¬ 
tire  session  in  an  evening  speech 
early  in  the  week. 

The  United  Methodist  Women’s 
Division  is  expected  to  support  a 
1988  General  Conference  resolution 
expression  concern  for  human 
rights  in  the  region. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


Dairy  farm  minus  cows 
reveals  truth  of  ag  crisis 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio— As  part  of  their 
week-long  national  seminar  last  week, 
several  dozen  United  Methodist  women 
visited  Jim  Ramsey’s  dairy  farm  near 
Mount  Victory,  Ohio,  to  hear  a  farm 
family  tell  of  seeing  its  dreams  undone 
by  America’s  agriculture  crisis. 

The  story  is  stark  and  simple.  The 
milk  cows  are  gone,  the  result  of  a  bank 
foreclosure.  The  Ramseys  are  trying  to 
salvage  a  remnant  of  their  farm  through 
a  bankruptcy  reorganization. 

The  Ramseys’  plight  personalized  for 
these  women  from  all  over  the  country 
the  country’s  rural  problems  as  part  of 
an  "action  group"  on  land  issues. 

The  seminar  linked  the  decline  of  fam¬ 
ily  farms  to  human  costs— unemploy¬ 
ment,  underemployment,  family 
violence  and  a  decline  in  quality  of  life. 

Speakers  challenged  the  women  to  sup¬ 
port  policies  that  combine  a  concern  for 
human  needs  with  caring  for  the  land. 

The  Women’s  Division  is  expected  to 
support  a  rural-life  statement  being 
drafted  for  consideration  at  the  church’s 
1988  General  Conference  as  well  as  other 
resolutions  dealing  with  economic  justice. 

Tena  Willemsma,  acting  director  of 
the  interdenominational  Commission  on 
Religion  in  Appalachia  and  a  speaker  on 
the  action-group  agenda,  decried  the 
"concentration  of  ownership  of  the  land 
by  large  corporations.”  She  said  that 
land-use  patterns  in  rural  areas  have 
moved  people  off  small  farms  and  de¬ 
stroyed  a  natural  interdependency  with 
the  land. 

A  recent  Appalachian  study  found  that 
agricultural  production  was  highest 
when  land  ownership  was  local,  she  said. 

"The  greatest  decline  occurred  where 
farmers  had  to  compete  with  tourism, 
coal  companies  and  second-home  devel¬ 


opers,"  she  said. 

“Where  land  ownership  is  concentrated 
in  the  hands  of  a  few,  there  is  a  direct  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  life  of  a  community.” 

Concentrated  land  ownership  particu¬ 
larly  cripples  small  communities,  she 
added. 

More  than  a  million  acres  have  gone 
out  of  agricultural  production  in  the  re¬ 
gion  since  the  1960s,  she  said. 

"If  these  rates  continue,”  she  said, 
“over  half  of  Appalachia’s  farmers  and 
over  one  third  of  its  farmland  will  disap¬ 
pear  within  the  next  5  to  10  years." 

Another  speaker  was  a  black  farmer 
from  Arkansas,  Calvin  R.  King,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Arkansas  Land  and 
Farm  Development  Corp. 

He  pointed  out  that  black  farmers  are 
among  those  most  victimized  by  central¬ 
ization  of  farm-land  ownership. 

“In  1910,"  he  said,  “blacks  owned  15 
million  acres.  Today  they  own  less  than  4 
million  acres." 

The  number  of  black  farmers  declined 
from  80.000  in  1910  to  less  than  2,000  in 
1982,  he  said. 

“It  has  been  said  that  by  the  year  2000, 
blacks  will  become  a  landless  people,” 
Mr.  King  said. 

Farming  techniques  came  under  scru¬ 
tiny  in  a  one-act  drama  presented  by 
Laura  Clark  of  the  Land  Stewardship 
Project  of  Stillwater,  Minn. 

Called  “Planting  in  the  Dust,"  the  play 
emphasized  tilling  practices  that  take  their 
toll  in  erosion  and  declining  production. 

“The  life  of  all  the  years  to  come  is  in 
that  dirt,"  she  said  of  the  cloud  of  drift¬ 
ing  dust  that  a  neighboring  farmer  was 
making  while  plowing 

"We  have  inherited  the  job  of  making 
it  whole  again,  of  creating  a  system  that 
can  sustain  ourselves  indefinitely.” 

—GLEN  LARUM 


45  years  later,  racism,  hate  groups  still  alive 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio— It  was  1941,  and 
the  Women's  Division  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice  of  The  Methodist  Church's  Board  of 
Missions  and  Church  Extension  was 
planning  its  first  national  meeting, 
called  the  1942  Assembly. 

The  group  originally  planned  to  meet 
in  St.  Louis.  However,  no  hotel  owners  in 
that  city  would  allow  an  interracial 
group  to  meet  in  their  facilities.  But  a 
hotel  in  Columbus  welcomed  the  women, 
offering  accommodations  to  everyone. 

Forty-five  years  later  women  of  every 
color  returned  to  Columbus— this  time 
for  the  1987  National  Seminar  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Women’s  Division. 

As  the  women  met  on  the  campus  of 
The  Ohio  State  University,  they  noted 
that  obvious  discriminatory  practices 
like  segregated  hotels  encountered  by 
their  predecessors  have  been  eliminated. 

But,  as  Women’s  Division  materials 
point  out,  institutional  racism  and  orga¬ 
nized  hate  groups  have  become  a  new 
problem  for  the  Women’s  Division  and 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  five  racial-justice  "action  groups" 
during  the  eight-day  event,  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Women  learned  how  local-church 
units  could  implement  the  Charter  for 
Racial  Justice.  That  was  developed  in 
1978  by  the  division. 

Women  studied  such  subjects  as  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  civil-rights  movement,  ramifi¬ 
cations  of  the  new  immigration  law  and 
racial  stereotyping  in  mass  media. 

Women  were  also  taught  about  the 
dangers  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  of  a 
new  theological  movement  called 
"Christian  Identity." 

Christian  Identity  was  described  as  a 
movement  providing  an  entry  point  to 
white  supremacy  groups  for  people  who 
are  genuinely  Christian  but  who  join  be¬ 
cause  they  are  economically  and  spiri¬ 
tually  desperate. 

A  resolution  on  “The  Ku  Klux  Klan 
and  Other  Hate  Groups  in  the  U.S.,” 
adopted  by  the  Women’s  Division  in 
March,  is  to  be  sent  to  the  1988  General 
Conference,  officials  said. 

Leading  the  session  on  hate  groups  was 
Leonard  Zeskind,  director  of  the  Center 
for  Democratic  Renewal  in  Atlanta. 

Mr.  Zeskind  said  United  Methodist 
women  in  his  “action  group"  learned 
how  to  challenge  underlying  philosophies 
of  these  groups  and  how  to  recognize  the 


ways  these  groups  misuse  Christianity  to 
justify  racism  and  anti-semitism. 

"We  are  training  people  to  counter  the 
new  hate  groups  in  their  communities." 
Mr.  Zeskind  said. 

The  Center  for  Democratic  Renewal  is 
a  national  clearinghouse  for  community- 
based  efforts  to  counter  hate  group  ac¬ 
tivity  in  the  United  States.  Formerly 
called  the  National  Anti-Klan  Network, 
it  has  expanded  to  include  support  from 
more  than  60  national  organizations,  in¬ 
cluding  mainline  Protestant  groups,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  and  Jews. 

"It’s  necessary  for  communities  to  set 
a  moral  tone  in  which  racism  and  bigot¬ 
ry  can’t  find  a  place,"  Mr.  Zeskind  said. 
“That  may  seem  simple,  but  when  we 
say  moral  tone’  we  are  asking  the 
church  leadership  to  be  very  forthright 
and  make  it  absolutely  clear  where  they 
stand  in  those  communities  about  hate 
groups. 

"The  second  thing  the  church  can  do  to 
counter  hate  group  activity  is  to  try  to 
address  the  frustrations,  fears  and  alien¬ 
ations  that  cause  people  to  join  these 
groups.  It  is  important  that  the  church 
tell  people  what  they  should  do  when  ap¬ 
proached  by  these  groups.” 


Mr.  Zeskind  told  his  "action  group"  that 
the  center  can  provide  training  for  church 
leaders  interested  in  developing  social  ac¬ 
tion  and  the  documentation  on  the  areas 
that  hate  groups  are  able  to  tap. 

"And  in  that  the  sense,  the  kind  of  min¬ 
istry  that  the  United  Methodist  churches 
can  give  to  serve  the  needs  of  congrega¬ 
tions  becomes  very  critical,"  he  said. 

"If  the  farmer  that  is  losing  his  farm 
has  stopped  coming  to  church,  the  minis¬ 
ter  has  to  drive  five  miles  down  the  road 
and  visit  him  and  not  let  him  to  be  prey 
by  these  people,  just  because  he  has 
stopped  attending  the  church. 

“If  the  young  people  don’t  come  to  the 
church  youth  groups,  you  don’t  condemn 
them  from  the  church.  You  go  out  and 
find  them  and  bring  them  in.  You  find 
ways  to  get  them  interested  in  the 
church”  and  not  in  white  supremacy 
youth  gangs. 

Peggy  Garrett,  an  elected  director  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  chairwoman  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  racial  justice  committee,  said 
she  is  confident  that  stronger  anti-rac¬ 
ism  action  would  be  taken  by  United 
Methodists  during  the  next  quadrennium. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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Clergy  wo  men  sessions  emphasize  prophecy,  power 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGURLN 
Staff  Writer 

GREAT  GORGE,  N.J— “I  am  a  United 
Methodist  clergywoman  and  I  am  a  les¬ 
bian  . . ." 

"I  have  functioned  in  a  straight  com¬ 
munity  but  now  I  am  growing  old.  The 
closet  is  silent  and  dark  and  lonely  . . 

“I  have  fallen  in  love  with  a  woman 
and  expect  this  to  be  my  last  appoint¬ 
ment 

About  half  the  1,000  people  packed 
into  the  ballroom  of  the  former  Playboy 
Club  hotel  sat  in  shock. 

The  other  half  stood  in  implied  solidar¬ 
ity  as  approximately  25  three-  to  four- 
sentence  anonymous  “testimonies”  from 
lesbian  United  Methodist  clergywomen 
were  read  on  the  final  night  of  the  fourth 
quadrennial  United  Methodist  Clergywo- 
man’s  Consultation  Aug.  17-21. 

Bishop  Leontine  Kelly  (San  Francisco 
Area)  and  the  Rev.  Rosemary  Denman,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  scheduled  to 
go  on  church  trial  Aug.  24  as  a  practic¬ 
ing,  self-avowed  lesbian,  were  two  of  the 
four  readers  who  shared  the  stories— not 
their  own  stories  but  ones  they  agreed  to 
read  for  others. 

The  brief  presentations,  which  lasted 
about  10  minutes,  were  part  of  a  two- 


hour  service  that  concluded  a  day  of 
study  and  workshops  on  prophecy. 

Constructive  models  lacking 

The  “readings"  met  mixed  response. 

“I  felt  stunned,”  the  Rev.  Martha  Ran¬ 
dall,  a  member  of  the  North  Georgia 
conference  and  a  member  of  the  consul¬ 
tation's  design  team,  told  the  Reporter. 

“One  thing  we  are  lacking  in  the 
church  is  constructive  models  of  Jesus 
Christ.  If  these  women  repent,  they  will 
be  forgiven.  If  they  are  unwilling  to  live 
Christ-like  lives,  I  think  they  ought  to 
leave  the  ministry.” 

Coincidentally,  during  the  following 
morning’s  final  worship  service  one 
woman  stood  and  announced  that  she 
was  a  self-avowed  practicing  homosex¬ 
ual  and  would  be  leaving  the  United 
Methodist  ministry. 

The  clergywomen's  consultation,  held 
every  fourth  year  prior  to  General  Con¬ 
ference,  is  sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

This  year’s  consultation,  entitled 
“Wellsprings  of  Hope,”  was  built  around 
themes  of  proclamation,  power,  prophe¬ 
cy  and  prayer. 

Bishop  Kelly  told  the  Reporter  she 


took  part  in  the  final  night's  confessional 
readings  because  she  had  "heard  the 
voices  of  clergywomen  in  pain. 

"I  am  grateful  for  a  church  that  strug¬ 
gles  with  hard  issues,”  she  continued.  “It 
will  not  be  the  first  time  I  have  accepted 
people  I  did  not  understand," 

Law  of  church  upheld 

Bishop  Kelly  added:  "I  uphold  the  law 
of  the  church  and  I  have  never  knowing¬ 
ly  ordained  a  homosexual . . .  But  I  know 
the  church  will  continue  to  struggle  with 
this  issue.” 

Inclusion  of  homosexuality  as  an  issue 
at  the  consultation  began  developing  the 
day  after  the  national  meeting  started, 
explained  the  Rev.  Kathy  Nickerson,  di¬ 
rector  of  support  systems  and  spiritual 
formation  for  the  sponsoring  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 

“Some  concern  was  expressed  that  we 
had  left  out  a  group  of  women  struggling 
with  power— lesbian  clergywomen,"  Ms. 
Nickerson  said. 

The  night  service  Aug.  18  on  "New  Im¬ 
ages  of  Power”  featured  a  “litany  of  con¬ 
fession”  read  aloud  by  participants.  It 
referred  to  the  clergywomen’s  being 
"lost"  in  a  “sea  of  racism  and  sexism.” 

Then  five  clergywomen,  four  of  them 


from  ethnic  minorities,  gave  first-person 
accounts  of  their  struggles  with  power  in 
the  church.  In  addition  to  the  overall 
problems  of  racism  and  sexism  they 
mentioned  such  individual  issues  as  “be¬ 
ing  tired  of  being  a  pioneer”  and  "having 
to  serve  a  rural  charge.” 

Ms.  Nickerson  acknowledged  omission 
of  a  lesbian  from  the  evening’s  program 
but  told  the  Reporter  that  when  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  designed  “there  was  no  self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual"  to  fill 
that  category. 

“We  did  everything  we  could  to  value 
the  different  viewpoints  of  all  the  people 
present.  But  the  consultation  was  de¬ 
signed  to  be  consistent  with  the  [United 
Methodist  Book  of]  Discipline,”  she  said. 
(The  Discipline  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  prohibits  use  of  general-church 
funds  "to  promote  the  acceptance  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality.)  But  she  said  she  felt  there 
was  no  prohibition  against  providing  for 
dialogue  about  homosexuality. 

A  group  of  clergywomen  from  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Northwest  Annual  Conference  paid 
for  Ms.  Denman’s  transportation  and 
lodging  and  were  later  reimbursed  from 
a  nonscheduled  offering. 

The  four-day  event  drew  almost  one 
third  of  the  denomination’s  women  cler¬ 


gy.  Workshops  and  classes  ranged  from 
social  justice  issues  to  morning  aerobics. 

Twelve  female  preachers— each  with 
a  distinct  style— led  a  series  of  morning- 
long  "mini-services”  aimed  at  showing  a 
variety  of  homeletic  skills. 

After  workshops  and  classes  during 
the  day,  evening  worship  services  some¬ 
times  resembled  pep  rallies  for  women 
in  the  clergy. 

"I  am  who  I  am,  doing  what  I  came  to 
do,”  they  chanted  one  night.  At  another 
service,  the  women  broke  into  wild  ap¬ 
plause  when  a  speaker  began  by  saying 
“The  Hour  of  Power  is  now!” 

Not  many  female  pastors  live  or  work 
closely  with  other  clergywomen,  so  the 
consultation  is  an  opportunity  once  ev¬ 
ery  four  years  to  share  frustration  and 
hope,  said  the  Rev.  Jo  Hoover,  a  district 
superintendent  in  Iowa  and  veteran  of  all 
four  consultations. 

"As  a  group,  we  process  the  anger  and 
gather  new  hope  to  go  back,"  she  said, 
likening  the  consultation  to  the  Psalms. 

The  Rev.  Sharon  Zimmerman  Rader,  a 
pastor  in  the  West  Michigan  conference, 
added:  "Women  come  (to  the  consulta¬ 
tion)  and  see  they  are  not  alone.  They  see 
that  there  are  others  in  the  same  places 
. . .  that  have  lived  the  same  struggles 


and  have  survived." 

While  the  consultation  was  not  intended 
to  be  an  arena  for  legislative  action,  par¬ 
ticipants  were  allowed  to  post  resolutions. 

A  number  of  resolutions,  including 
ones  endorsing  ordination  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  encouraging  efforts  to  remove 
sexist,  racist  and  militaristic  language 
from  the  new  hymnal  and  applauding  the 
ministry  of  the  Women's  Divison  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  were 
posted.  Approximately  300  names  were 
signed  to  each  resolution. 

The  clergywomen  also  met  informally 
in  caucuses  made  up  of  participants 
from  the  denomination’s  five  jurisdic¬ 
tional  (geographical)  regions.  There  they 
discussed  elections  of  bishops  scheduled 
for  July  1988  and  sought  to  agree  on 
clergywomen  to  support. 

"Nominated”  through  this  informal 
process  were  the  Rev.  Helen  Gray 
Crotwell,  a  district  superintendent  from 
the  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
(Southeastern  Jurisdiction)  and  the  Rev. 
Mary  Lou  Santillan  Baert,  a  professor  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  and  member 
of  the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference 
(South  Central  Jurisdiction).  Wome  from 
the  other  three  jurisdictions  failed  to 
agree  on  proposed  nominees. 


‘ Spirit ’  to  return 
to  cable  networks 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— “Catch  the  Spirit,” 
United  Methodism’s  weekly  televi¬ 
sion  program,  will  resume  this  fall 
on  four  national  cable  networks: 
American  Christian  Television  Sys¬ 
tem.  Black  Entertainment  Televi¬ 
sion,  Alternate  View  Network  and 
Catholic  Telecommunications  Net¬ 
work  of  America. 

The  program  will  also  return  to 
the  Christian  Broadcasting  Network 
(CBN)  or  another  major  satellite 
network  in  January. 

In  addition,  three  prime-time 
"Catch  the  Spirit”  specials  will  be 
shown  on  CBN  in  October,  Novem¬ 
ber  and  December. 

The  return  to  CBN,  largest  of  the 
cable  networks,  is  being  made  possi¬ 
ble  by  World  Service  Special  Gifts 
generated  through  a  district-by-dis- 
trict  telephone  fund-raising  cam¬ 
paign,  according  to  Roger  Burgess, 
general  secretary  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications  which  produces 
and  distributes  the  weekly  pro¬ 
grams  and  monthly  series. 

By  mid-August,  50  districts  had 
pledged  $l,500-$3,000  each  to  help 
underwrite  the  telecasts. 

The  three  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
prime-time  specials  can  be  seen  on 
CBN  at  9:30  p.m.  on  the  second  Sat¬ 
urday  in  October  (EDT),  November 
and  December  (EST). 


the  church  today 


General  agreement  reached 
on  UMC  ‘mission  statement 

BOSTON  (UMNS)-A  churchwide 
commission  reached  general  agreement 
on  a  statement  summing  up  the  mission 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  at  a  spe¬ 
cial  called  meeting  in  Boston  Aug.  12-14. 

Drafters  said  progress  made  here  indi¬ 
cates  that  a  final  text  will  be  ready  after 
the  commission’s  November  meeting. 

“Grace  Upon  Grace:  God’s  Mission  and 
Ours”  is  the  working  title  of  a  report  to 
go  to  the  1988  General  Conference  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  April  26-May  6. 

The  Commission  on  Mission  was  man¬ 
dated  by  the  1984  General  Conference  to 
"identify  Christ’s  call  for  our  third  cen¬ 
tury.”  A  group,  including  bishops,  semi¬ 
nary  professors,  laypersons,  local  clergy, 
Central  Conference  (overseas)  represen¬ 
tatives  and  at-large  members  bringing 
ethnic-racial  and  theological  balance, 
has  been  meeting  twice  yearly. 

Bishop  rejects  request 
for  Railey  investigation 

DALLAS  (UMR)— Bishop  John  Russell 
(Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area)  has  rejected  a 
request  signed  by  18  ministerial  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  North  Texas  conference  to 
convene  a  committee  on  investigation  to 
look  into  allegations  of  misconduct  by 
the  Rev.  Walker  L.  Railey,  former  pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dal¬ 
las. 

The  request  cited  news  reports  of  an 


alleged  extramarital  relationship  be¬ 
tween  Dr.  Railey  and  a  member  of  First 
Church. 

Bishop  Russell  said  he  and  other 
church  officials  are  concerned  about  re¬ 
ports  of  misconduct  but  did  not  say  what 
action  might  be  taken. 

Southern  African  Methodists 
accept  consultation  bid 

DURBAN,  South  Africa  (UMR)— The 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa  has 
accepted  an  invitation  from  that  nation’s 
dominant  Dutch  Reformed  Church  to  an 
interdenominational  consultation  in  Sep¬ 
tembers. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  said  the  consultation  has  been 
convened  to  enable  churches  in  Southern 
Afirca  to  reflect  on  the  role  they  can 
play  in  solving  the  country’s  racial  prob¬ 
lems. 

United  Methodist  layman 
honored  for  Scouting  work 

VALLEY  FORGE,  Pa.  (UMR)— United 
Methodist  layman  Robert  E.  Burt  of 
Platte  Woods,  Mo.,  recently  received  the 
highest  honor,  “The  Minuteman  Award,” 
from  the  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution. 

He  was  cited  particularly  for  develop¬ 
ing  an  Eagle  Scout  scholarship  program, 
related  to  the  national  society  which  hon¬ 
ored  him.  He  retired  last  January  after 
34  years  of  professional  scouting. 


WELCOME  TO  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  SOUND^ 
OF  THE  21ST  CENTURY  JJ 


WITH 


A  TRIBUTE  TO  FANNY  J.  CROSBY 

(Hour  and  One-Half  Cassette  Tape  Now  Available) 


For  more  than  120  years  Christians  have  been  inspired  and  uplifted  while  singing  the  songs  written 
by  Fanny  J.  Crosby.  This  famous,  blind  hymn  writer  was  bom  on  March  24,  1 820.  Shortly  after  her 
birth  a  country  doctor  mistakenly  applied  medication  to  her  eyes  and  she  became  blind  for  the  rest  of 
her  ninety-five  years.  It  is  no  wonder  that  her  hymns  are  filled  with  references  to  light,  sight, 
brightness  and  tears. 

She  wrote  for  many  composers,  but  William  H.  Doane  was  the  man  who  set  so  many  of  her  poems 
to  music.  In  1868,  Mr.  Doane  came  to  her  requesting  that  she  write  a  hymn  on  the  subject  of  being 
safe  with  Jesus.  While  he  waited  Miss  Crosby  wrote  a  complete  poem  in  less  than  half  an  hour.  This 
poem  became  her  first  nationally  successful  song  “Safe  In  the  Arms  of  Jesus.”  Even  today  this 
lady’s  song  titles  read  like  a  hit  parade  of  religious  music.  Tillit  S.  Teddlie  called  her  third  verse  of 
“Rescue  the  Perishing”  the  best  verse  ever  written.  Although  she  did  not  begin  her  hymn  writing 
career  until  after  the  age  of  forty,  she  produced  more  than  eight  thousand  hymns.  Miss  Crosby  passed 
away  on  February  12,  1915.  William  H.  Doane  died  on  December  24th  of  the  same  year. 

With  these  songs  written  by  Fanny  J.  Crosby,  we  now  introduce  our  new  good  night  series  —  a 
totally  new  sound  in  congregational  singing.  All  28  songs  on  this  1 V2  hour  MAXELL  cassette  tape  are 
led  by  Ray  Walker  and  include  the  following: 


side  1 

•BLESSED  ASSURANCE 

•ALL  THE  WAY  MY  SAVIOR  LEADS  ME 

•A  WONDERFUL  SAVIOR 

•JESUS  IS  TENDERLY  CALLING 

•I  AM  THINE,  OH  LORD 

•HIDE  ME,  OH  MY  SAVIOR 

•JESUS,  KEEP  ME  NEAR  THE  CROSS 

•TO  THE  WORK 

•RESCUE  THE  PERISHING 

•TO  GOD  BE  THE  GLORY 

•CLOSE  TO  THEE 

•PASS  ME  NOT 

•HOLD  THOU  MY  HAND 

•TAKE  THE  WORLD,  BUT  GIVE  ME  JESUS 


SIDE  II 

•I  SHALL  KNOW  HIM 
•REDEEMED 
•WILL  YOU  COME? 

•’TIS  THE  BLESSED  HOUR  OF  PRAYER 
•WILL  JESUS  FIND  US  WATCHING? 
•PRAISE  HIM!  PRAISE  HIM! 

•TELL  ME  THE  STORY  OF  JESUS 
•THOUGH  YOUR  SINS  BE  AS  SCARLET 
•SAFE  IN  THE  ARMS  OF  JESUS 
•THE  HALF  I  CANNOT  TELL 
•SAVIOR,  MORE  THAN  LIFE  TO  ME 
•WELCOME  FOR  ME 
•SPEED  AWAY 

•SOMEDAY  THE  SILVER  CORD  WILL  BREAK 


tennes see  ennie  JorA  — 

I  truly  believe  that  this  album  by  Ray  Walker  will  enrich  your  life. 

To  count  Ray  as  one  of  my  friends  is  very  meaningful  to  me.  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  working  with  Ray  on  several  different 
occasions,  since  he  is  the  bass  with  The  Jordanaires. 

This  special  commemorative  recording  consists  of  a  double  album  —  on  one  cassette  tape  —  con¬ 
taining  volumes  I  and  II  of  our  new  good  night  congregational  singing  series.  This  special  introductory 
offer,  a  $13.96  value,  is  priced  at  only  $8.95.  Be  one  of  the  first  in  your  congregation  to  have  one  by 
completing  the  order  form  below.  To  hear  it  is  an  experience  you  will  want  to  share  with  others. 


DALLAS  CHRISTIAN  SOUND 
P.  O.  BOX  796072 
DALLAS,  TEXAS  75379 


Please  send  _ 


.  cassettes  of 


“A  TRIBUTE  TO  FANNY  J.  CROSBY” 
Enclosed  is  $8.95  each. 


NAME  _ 
ADDRESS  . 
CITY _ 


.  STATE . 


ZIP. 


—  Life  Time  Guarantee  On  All  Dallas  Christian  Sound  Tapes.  Not  Available  in  Stores  — 


HARARE,  Zimbabwe— Zimbabwean  Minister  of  Education  Dzingai  Mutumbuka  (center)  has  pledged  his  govern¬ 
ment’s  ‘keen  interest’  in  working  with  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  to 
build  a  UM-related  university  in  his  country.  With  him  are,  left,  board  president  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary  F.  Thomas  Trotter.  general  board  of  higher  education  and  ministry  photo 


Zimbabwe  pledges  aid  on  new  UM  school 


HARARE,  Zimbabwe  (UMR)— The 
Zimbabwean  government  "is  keen"  on 
working  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  build  a  university  in  the  Afri¬ 
can  nation. 

Dzingai  Mutumbuka,  Zimbabwe’s  min¬ 
ister  of  education,  delivered  that  mes¬ 
sage  to  the  UM  Continuing  Committee 
for  the  Africa  Initiative  during  the  pan¬ 
el’s  Aug.  10-12  meeting  in  Harare. 

"Without  people  like  (retired]  Bishop 
[Ralph]  Dodge  and  other  church  leaders 
and  programs,”  Mr.  Mutumbuka  said, 
“most  people  of  my  generation  would 
not  have  seen  the  door  of  the  classroom. 
...  We  need  you  as  partners  to  continue 
to  work  together.” 

Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Philadel¬ 


phia  Area),  co-chairman  of  the  continu¬ 
ing  committee,  described  the  meeting 
with  Mr.  Mutumbuka  and  other  govern¬ 
ment  officials  as  critical.  The  mid-Au¬ 
gust  sessions  were  the  first  direct  talks 
between  government  and  church  offi¬ 
cials  about  the  proposed  university,  he 
said. 

The  continuing  committee,  composed 
of  church  officials  from  Africa  and  the 
United  States,  voted  to  ask  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
to  petition  the  1988  General  Conference 
for  denominationwide  apportioned  fund 
to  build  the  university. 

The  goal  of  the  proposed  “Africa  High¬ 
er  Education  Initiative  Fund”  would  be 
to  raise  $5  million  a  year  between  1988 
and  1992. 


The  board  is  to  consider  that  request 
in  October,  said  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter,  chief  executive  of  the  agency. 

The  Rev.  John  Kurewa,  a  member  of 
the  Zimbabwe  Annual  Conference  and 
secretary  to  the  Zimbabwean  Parlia¬ 
ment,  was  named  to  coordinate  develop¬ 
ment  of  detailed  site  plans  for  the  school. 
The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry  is  to  review  those  plans  in  October. 

The  continuing  committee  reaffirmed 
plans  that  the  university  will  initially  in¬ 
clude  schools  of  theology,  education,  ag¬ 
riculture  and  rural  development,  plus 
technical  and  vocational  education. 

UM  leaders  from  Africa  asked  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
in  1984  to  help  them  build  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  first  university  on  their  continent. 


Agreement  reached  on  bishops’  SMU  files 


DALLAS  (UMR)— The  committee  of 
United  Methodist  bishops  that  investigat¬ 
ed  Southern  Methodist  University’s  ath¬ 
letic  scandals  last  spring  reached  an 
agreement  Aug.  20  with  Texas  Attorney 
General  Jim  Mattox  that  a  court  order 
will  be  sought  which  would  allow  four 
named  members  of  Mr.  Mattox's  staff 
access  to  the  committee’s  files. 

The  court  order  is  expected  to  prohibit 
the  attorney  general  from  disclosing 
documents  from  the  committee’s  files  or 
information  obtained  from  those  docu¬ 
ments— with  one  exception. 

Mr.  Mattox  may  disclose  the  docu¬ 
ments’  contents  only  "as  evidence  in  an 
appropriate  criminal  or  civil  proceeding 
brought  by  the  Attorney  General  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  his  SMU-related  investigation.” 

The  agreement  represents  a  compro- 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  officials  have  lost 
administrative  control  of  the  Red  Bird 
Mission  School  in  Beverly,  Ky.,  for  at 
least  a  year. 

A  May  ruling  by  Kentucky  education 
officials  forced  the  Red  Bird  Mission  to 
turn  over  operation  of  the  450-student 
school  to  the  Leslie  County  Board  of 
Education  temporarily,  said  the  Rev. 
David  L.  Allen,  superintendent  of  the 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference. 

State  officials  said  the  $4-million,  UM- 
owned  facility  in  the  southeastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  mountains  could  not  receive 
government  funds  unless  it  was  under 
the  county  school  system’s  control,  Mr. 
Allen  reported. 

About  45  percent  of  the  school’s  $1 
million  annual  budget  comes  from  state 
and  federal  sources,  Mr.  Allen  said.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  funds  account  for  the  rest. 

Despite  the  loss  of  UM  administrative 
control,  Mr.  Allen  added,  county  officials 
said  the  church  would  need  to  continue 
paying  the  staff  and  contributing  its  por- 


mise  from  stands  taken  earlier  by  both 
the  Bishops'  Committee  and  Mr.  Mattox. 

The  Bishops’  Committee  was  created 
last  spring  at  the  request  of  the  since-dis¬ 
banded  SMU  Board  of  Governors  to  look 
into  the  school’s  play-for-pay  athletic 
scandal. 

The  committee  has  maintained  that  it 
functioned  independently  of  the  universi¬ 
ty  and  has  also  said  it  would  disclose 
files  of  testimony  given  to  it  by  witness¬ 
es  only  in  the  event  of  a  court  order. 

Shortly  after  the  Bishops’  Committee 
issued  its  report  June  19,  Mr.  Mattox  an¬ 
nounced  he  would  seek  to  determine 
whether  university  officials— including 
Texas  Gov.  William  P.  Clements,  a  for¬ 
mer  chairman  of  the  SMU  Board  of  Gov¬ 
ernors— violated  state  laws  governing 
charitable  trusts. 


tion  of  the  operating  budget  to  keep  the 
school  open. 

Officials  at  the  Leslie  County  Board  of 
Education  couldn’t  be  reached  for  com¬ 
ment. 

"This  decision  was  dropped  on  us  at 
the  end  of  May,"  Mr.  Allen  said.  “We 
weren’t  excited  about  handing  over  the 
school,  but  we  didn’t  have  enough  time  to 
explore  all  our  other  options. 

"With  all  the  children  and  young  people 
who  depend  on  the  school,  we  felt  the  re¬ 
sponsible  decision  was  to  contract  with 
the  county  to  run  the  school  for  one  year.” 

The  decision  to  sign  an  agreement  let¬ 
ting  the  county  administer  the  school 
was  made  in  consultation  with  officials 
at  the  National  Program  Division  of  the 
UM  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
Mr.  Allen  said.  The  division  supervises 
the  mission. 

The  mission  is  hiring  an  educational 
consultant  to  help  church  officials  and 
local  residents  evaluate  the  mission’s 
long-range  educational  ministry  in  the 
Appalachian  region,  Mr.  Allen  said. 


"The  attorney  general  is  charged  with 
regulating  charitable  trusts  and  to  see 
that  funds  of  the  trusts  are  not  misappro¬ 
priated,"  explained  Elena  Christopher, 
information  officer  for  Mr.  Mattox. 

“SMU  is  a  trust  under  our  jurisdiction." 

As  a  part  of  its  report  the  Bishops' 
Committee  disclosed  that  three  SMU  ath¬ 
letic  officials  agreed  to  resign  in  the 
wake  of  the  scandals  and  that  SMU 
“agreed  to  pay  them  full  salaries  until  the 
expiration  of  their  current  employment 
contracts."  The  contract  payouts  totaled 
some  $860,000,  according  to  the  bishops’ 
report. 

Ms.  Christopher  said  if  the  former  staff 
members  are  being  paid  and  if  the  money 
is  coming  from  the  school,  “We  could  be 
forced  to  take  action,”  such  as  ordering 
the  former  staff  persons  or  members  of 
SMU’s  former  Board  of  Governors  to  pay 
the  money  back. 

SMU  officials  agreed  to  turn  over  to 
the  attorney  general’s  office  documents 
in  their  possession. 

Mr.  Mattox  asserted  that  the  Bishops’ 
Committee  had  functioned  on  behalf  of 
SMU  and  that  its  files  and  documents 
were  thus  subject  to  the  same  Texas  legal 
jurisdiction  as  is  the  university  itself.  He 
asked  the  Bishops’  Committee  to  hand 
over  its  complete  files  to  his  office. 

The  committee,  acting  on  advice  of  its 
legal  counsel,  refused. 

The  impasse  continued  until  the  agree¬ 
ment  was  announced  separately  Aug.  20 
by  Bishop  Louis  Schowengerdt  of  Albu¬ 
querque,  N.M.,  chairman  of  the  Bishops? 
Committee,  and  by  Mr.  Mattox. 

Bishop  Schowengerdt ’s  statement  said 
the  restrictions  in  the  court  order  "will 
protect  the  integrity  of  the  Bishops’  Com? 
mittee  investigation  and  the  confidential? 
ity  of  the  Bishops’  Committee  files." 

United  Methodist  News  Service  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  report. 
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How  religious  is  the  Constitution? 

Scholars  debate  faith  background  of  document  on  its  bicentennial 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Following  is  the  first 
in  a  series  on  religious  aspects  of  the 
U.S.  Constitution  in  this  bicentennial 
year  of  the  document  adopted  by  the 
Constitutional  Convention  Sept.  17, 1787. 

By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— How  religious  is  the 
United  States  Constitution? 

Although  the  question  is  being  asked 
more  frequently  in  this  bicentennial  year 
of  the  document,  it  is  by  no  means  a  new 
one.  It  has  been  raised  throughout  the 
past  two  centuries— particularly  during 
church-state  disputes— and  gained  new 
prominence  in  the  last  decade  as  leaders 
of  the  religious  New  Right  have  tried  to 
demonstrate  that  the  United  States  is  a 
Christian  nation. 

“The  Constitution  is  an  amazing  docu¬ 
ment  regarding  the  question  of  whether 
this  country  is  ‘under  God,’  ”  according 
to  Erling  T.  Jorstad,  professor  of  history 
at  St.  Olaf  College  in  Northfield,  Minn. 

In  a  1983  symposium  on  church-state 
issues,  he  said,  “In  contrast  to  the  Decla¬ 
ration  of  Independence,  no  invocation  is 
made  to  God.  The  one  reference  to  God 
>s  in  the  conclusion— ‘in  the  year  of  our 
Lord.’  No  session  of  the  convention  at 
Philadelphia  in  1787  included  prayer,  and 
jn  the  six  purposes  of  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  enumerated  in  the  Preamble,  all 
were  limited  to  secular  matters.” 

:•  Therefore,  Dr.  Jorstad  concluded,  "the 
Constitution  adds  up  to  something  less 
than  an  explicit  ‘Christian’  witness  or 
testimony.” 

;•  Similarly,  the  Rev.  Martin  E.  Marty,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  American  church  history  at  the 
University  of  Chicago,  wrote  in  the  June  3- 
10  issue  of  “The  Christian  Century”: 


“We,  the  People  of  the  United  States,  in  order 
to  form  a  more  perfect  Union,  establish  justice, 
insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the 
common  defense,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity  do  ordain  and  establish  this 
Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America.” 

— Preamble  to  the  Constitution 


“At  first  glance  the  Constitution  is  a 
disappointing  document  to  commemo¬ 
rate  religiously.  Were  it  not  for  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  Sunday,  to  the  Year  of  Our  Lord, 
and  to  the  (very  important)  prohibition  of 
religious  tests  for  office,  it  would  be  as 
religionless  as  it  is  godless.” 

Prayer  suggestion  dismissed 

Referring  to  a  famous  anecdote  about 
the  Constitutional  Convention,  Dr.  Marty 
said,  "You  will  hear  much  about  how 
Benjamin  Franklin  thought  they  should 
pray  during  a  dark  day  in  Philadelphia. 
Note  that  they  did  not.  They  didn’t  know 
what  to  say,  how  to  humor  the  old  deist, 
or  what  to  do  if  the  oath  of  secrecy  were 
broken  and  the  public  heard  they  were  in 
so  much  trouble  that  they  decided  to 
pray.  They  dismissed  the  idea  because 
they  had  no  money  to  pay  a  chaplain.  It 
is  only  legend  that  has  Alexander  Hamil¬ 
ton  explaining  that  there  was  no  prayer 
because  they  saw  no  reason,  on  a  domes¬ 
tic  issue,  to  call  in  foreign  aid.  Churchly 
piety  was  simply  not  part  of  convention 
proceedings.” 

How  religious  were  the  Founding  Fa¬ 


thers?  In  his  1985  book,  "Witnesses  at  the 
Creation:  Hamilton,  Madison,  Jay  and 
the  Constitution,”  Columbia  University 
history  professor  Richard  B.  Morris 
wrote  that  "the  Founding  Fathers  held 
ambivalent  views  on  the  role  of  religion 
in  government.  Their  ideas  ran  the  gam¬ 
ut  from  the  position  of  rationalists  or  de¬ 
ists  like  Thomas  Paine  and  Benjamin 
Franklin  to  orthodox  piety  as  exempli¬ 
fied  by  a  John  Adams  or  a  John  Jay.” 

Prof.  Morris  pointed  on*  *hat 
like  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  the  notable  sign¬ 
er  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
advocated  that  education  be  conducted 
in  the  Christian  way,  and  Alexander 
Hamilton,  as  has  been  remarked,  pro¬ 
posed  in  his  later  years  the  creation  of  a 
Christian  Constitution  Society,  which 
died  aborning.  Both  of  these  notions 
would  be  utterly  abhorrent  to  a 
Jefferson  or  Madison." 

Religious  extreme  offered 

One  extreme  in  looking  at  religious 
ideas  in  the  Constitution  is  offered  by  Rob¬ 
ert  A.  Peterson,  headmaster  of  the  Pil¬ 
grim  Academy  in  Egg  Harbor  City,  N. J. 


Writing  in  the  July/August  issue  of  the 
"Fundamentalist  Journal,”  he  said  that 
"the  Constitution  is  essentially  a  Chris¬ 
tian  document,  the  product  of  a  Christian 
culture  designed  to  function  within  a  bib¬ 
lical  climate  of  opinion.” 

As  evidence  for  this  view,  Mr.  Peter¬ 
son  said  the  Constitution  “is  a  covenant 
much  like  the  Bible,”  it  supports  "the 
biblical  idea  of  capital  punishment,”  and 
it  "shows  the  marks  of  biblical  Christian¬ 
ity  in  its  allowance  of  affirmations  rath¬ 
er  than  oaths.” 

In  contrast,  a  mediating  view  was  tak¬ 
en  by  religious  historians  John  Dillen- 
berger  and  Claude  Welch,  of  San 
Francisco  Theological  Seminary  and  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  respective¬ 
ly,  in  their  1954  book,  “Protestant  Chris¬ 
tianity.” 

They  wrote  that  “the  Constitution  re¬ 
flected  the  meeting  of  Christian  and  non- 
Christian  forces.  Unlike  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  its  argument  for 
checks  and  balances  and  for  equality 
was  partly  based  on  the  dangers  of  mis¬ 
use  of  power.  It  safeguarded  liberty  and 
equality  through  a  system  which  presup¬ 
posed  the  possibility  of  both  baseness 
and  dignity.” 

Messrs.  Dillenberger  and  Welch  com¬ 
mented  that  "certainly  at  the  time  of  the 
drafting  of  the  Constitution,  the  Protes¬ 
tant  influence  on  America  was  less  than 
at  the  time  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence.  Yet  the  Constitution  accords 
more  with  the  prevailing  Protestant  con¬ 
cept  of  man.  One  cannot  escape  feeling 
that  here,  as  in  the  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence  and  the  struggle  for  religious 
liberty,  Christian  and  non-Christian 
forces  coalesced  in  a  common  end.” 


Publication  challenges  notions  about  religion 


By  PAUL  DE  GROOT 
Religious  News  Service 

,  EDMONTON,  Alberta— Some  statistical  tidbits  in 
"Fragmented  Gods,”  a  recent  publication  in  Canada, 
challenge  popular  ideas  or  conventional  wisdom. 
Among  those  items  are: 

•  Roman  Catholics  are  better  churchgoers  than 
Protestants.  Some  43  percent  attend  church  weekly, 
compared  with  27  percent  of  Protestants. 

•  Although  conservatives  are  considered  to  be  more 
aggressive  in  making  new  converts  than  mainline 
churches,  they  are  no  more  successful.  About  17  per¬ 


cent  of  those  attending  conservative  Protestant 
churches  were  not  regular  church-goers  in  their  youth, 
compared  with  about  20  percent  of  those  attending 
mainline  churches. 

•  Although  many  Roman  Catholics  blame  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Vatican  Council  for  the  decline  in  church  atten¬ 
dance,  most  Catholics  think  the  changes  have  been  for 
the  better.  And  60  percent  of  those  who  are  no  longer 
active  in  the  church  blame  its  slowness  to  change  for 
their  lack  of  interest. 

•  Broadcast  evangelism  has  declined  sharply  in  in¬ 
fluence  in  Canada  during  the  last  30  years.  In  1958,  29 


percent  of  Canadians  regularly  watched  religious  tele¬ 
vision  programs  and  only  25  percent  never  watched 
them.  In  1985,  only  four  percent  of  Canadians  regular¬ 
ly  watched  religious  television,  and  54  percent  say 
they  never  did.  Of  those  who  watch  religious  program¬ 
ming,  80  percent  attend  church  at  least  once  a  month. 
Only  five  percent  of  those  who  never  attend  church 
regularly  tune  in  to  religious  television. 

•  Education  has  relatively  little  effect  on  religious 
beliefs  or  participation.  Among  those  aged  18-34,  84 
percent  with  high-school  educations  believe  in  God, 
while  77  percent  with  post-secondary  educations  do. 


‘I  want  to  talk  to  you  about  God’ 

Singer-songwriter  Paul  Stookey  tells  of  religious  discoveries ,  trials 


By  TOM  ROBERTS 
RNS  News  Editor 

BINGHAMTON,  N.Y.— In  the  world  of 
celebrity  Christians,  where  the  mood  can 
be  intensely  upbeat,  where  the  language 
is  often  evangelical  and  absolute  and 
where  books  are  churned  out  with  the 
speed  of  a  conversion,  Noel  Paul  Stookey 
seems  almost  too  relaxed. 

Maybe  that  is  because  Stookey,  the 
Paul  of  Peter,  Paul  &  Mary,  has  had  the 
benefit  of  time,  an  element  he  "considers 
a  friend.” 

It  has  been  nearly  20  years  since  a 
young  stranger  confronted  him  back- 
stage  with  the  line,  “I  want  to  talk  to  you 
about  God.”  In  the  interim  he  has 
worked  through  the  strains  that  an  over- 
bearing  enthusiasm  placed  on  long 
friendships  in  the  first  blush  of  conver¬ 
sion.  He  has  been  the  victim  of  the  foi¬ 
bles  and  assumptions  of  the  evangelical 
establishment.  And  he  has,  as  he  would 
say,  come  through  the  other  side. 

The  tall  and  rangy  singer-songwriter 
has  come  through  it  with  a  smile  and  a 
calm,  self-possessed  sense  of  where  his 
faith  has  taken  him  and  where  it  might 

go 

In  early  August,  during  a  car  ride  be¬ 
tween  PP&M  concerts  in  upstate  New 
York,  he  spoke  at  length  about  his  spiri¬ 
tual  journey. 

Peter,  Paul  &  Mary,  an  icon  of  the 
1960s,  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
music  ventures  of  that  turbulent  decade. 
Among  the  primary  popularizers  of  folk 
music,  the  group  very  quickly  leaped 
from  coffee  houses  to  big  performance 
halls  ringed  by  lines  of  fans. 


In  latter  stages  of  the  decade  the  trio 
fashioned  a  strong  voice  against  the  war 
in  Vietnam  and  for  civil  rights.  By  1968, 
the  group  was  at  the  apex  of  its  public 
appeal  and  influence  and  at  its  lowest 
point  internally. 

“By  that  time  we  were  at  such  odds 
with  one  another,”  said  the  49-year-old 
Stookey.  The  pressure  of  being  on  the 
road  for  as  many  as  200  concerts  a  year, 
long  days  in  the  recording  studio,  re¬ 
hearsals,  publicity  and  promotion  was 
beginning  to  wear.  “I  had  a  wife  and  a 
daughter,"  he  said  of  the  time,  "and  I 
didn’t  know  them. 

Encounter  leads  to  conversion 

"We  each  had  a  deep  desire  to  be  our¬ 
selves  and  we  had  given  it  up  to  be  a 
member  of  a  group,”  he  said.  The  tension 
was  compounded  by  Stookey’s  spiritual 
search,  and  the  search  collided  head-on 
with  that  stranger  one  night  after  a  con¬ 
cert  in  Austin,  Tex. 

The  conversation  that  began  back- 
stage  carried  over  to  a  pickup  truck  and, 
eventually,  to  Stookey’s  hotel  room. 

"I  didn’t  know  I  wanted  to  pray,  or 
how  to,  except  that  I  knew  that  there 
was  someone  real  to  pray  to.  The  only 
words  that  came  to  me  were,  ‘I'm  sorry.’ 
I  was  expressing ‘30  years  of  ignoring  his 
presence  and  30  years  of  living  to  my 
own  ends  and  I  began  to  cry.” 

He  remembers  thinking  that  if  he 
woke  up  the  next  morning  "with  a  head¬ 
ache  and  my  wallet  missing,  that  would 
have  made  sense."  But  the  wake-up  call 
was  the  same  as  so  many  before— a 
knock  on  the  door  and  the  announcement 


that  the  plane  would  be  leaving  in  half 
an  hour 

"I  remember  looking  down  at  the  Gid¬ 
eon  Bible  and  at  the  room  and  thinking 
to  myself,  ‘I  wonder  if  this  will  fade  into 
my  memory?’ 

“Well,  you  and  I  are  riding  in  a  car  20 
years  later  and  it’s  richer  than  it  ever 
was.  And  I  wouldn’t  be  in  this  car,  the 
group  would  not  be  back  together,  my 
life  would  be  far  different  had  I  not  had 
that  encounter  20  years  ago.” 

Jesus  mentioned  openly 

Open  mention  of  Jesus  and  religious 
themes  are  a  regular  part  of  the  materi¬ 
al  Stookey  now  does  with  a  band  called 
Bodyworks,  a  group  he  formed  in  1979 
and  with  whom  he  tours  when  PP&M  is 
not  on  the  road. 

In  the  days  after  that  backstage  meet¬ 
ing,  Stookey  had  a  first-hand  experience 
of  the  clash  between  religious  conviction 
and  pluralism.  At  first,  he  tried  to  use 
PP&M  concerts  to  convey  his  new  fer¬ 
vor. 

For  fellow  performers  Peter  Yarrow 
and  Mary  Travers  ‘‘it  was  pretty 
freaky.”  He  was  no  longer  the  Noel  they 
knew,  traditionally  a  self-described 
peacemaker  in  the  group,  but  one  with 
the  capacity  to  be  fairly  goofy  and  “off 
the  wall." 

Only  later  did  they  tell  him  that  he 
came  off  during  that  period  as  “very 
judgmental  and  impossible  to  talk  to.” 

During  one  group  meeting  their  man¬ 
ager  commented,  “Paul  has  got  to  get 
his  God  act  together."  He  recalled  that 
someone  else  asked,  "You  mean  you  be¬ 


lieve  there  is  only  one  answer?” 

“I  never  answered  the  question,”  said 
Stookey.  “My  heart  was  saying,  absolutely 
one  answer.  My  rational  mind  held  a  de¬ 
sire  to  build  bridges.  I  had  an  affinity  with 
all  these  people.  1  was  saying  to  myself, 
You’re  going  to  have  to  find  a  way  to  ex¬ 
plain  this,  but  you  don’t  have  the  vocabu¬ 
lary.'  Years  later,  the  answer  would  have 
been— there’s  only  one  answer,  but  there 
are  millions  of  ways  of  expressing  it.” 

Developed  onstage  language 

“Initially  the  struggle  was  difficult. 
After  about  a  year  and  a  half  the  tension 
was  so  great  it  caused  me  to  leave  the 
group.  It  was  only  after  about  seven 
years  or  so  that  I  was  able  to  realize  that 
you  can’t  speak  the  same  language  in  all 
circumstances.  You  can  speak  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  love  to  all  people,  but  when  you 
try  to  express  love  in  more  specific 
terms,  you  can  either  let  the  chips  fall 
where  they  may— which  is  what  tradi¬ 
tional  evangelicals  do  in  a  situation 
which  is  of  their  own  design— or  you  can 
speak  in  some  regards  to  some  step 
along  the  spectrum  of  the  awareness  of 
God  .  .  .  I  am  sharing  a  platform  with 
two  other  people.  If  the  bottom  line  is 
(and  it  has  been  since  PP&M  started) 
that  none  of  us  has  the  right  to  speak 
about  that  which  is  offensive  to  the  oth¬ 
er,  then  you  don’t  do  it.” 

Today,  in  his  40-60  performances  a  year 
with  PP&M,  who  still  regularly  sell  out 
concerts,  Stookey’s  solo  sections  include 
songs  of  faith  that  are  acceptable  to  Peter, 
who  is  Jewish,  and  Mary,  who  publicly 
professes  no  religious  affiliation. 
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World  tour  ends  in  famed  abbey 

LONDON — Westminster  Abbey  is  the  scene  and  the  choir  is  from  United 
Methodist-related  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  La.  The  performance 
under  Dr.  Will  Andress  was  the  next  to  last  in  a  world  tour  which  included 
concerts  in  Canton,  China;  Hong  Kong;  Bangkok,  Thailand;  and  New  Delhi, 
India.  Fifty-six  singers  and  41  others  made  the  trip. 

History  of  Hymns 

$  1  poem  became  base 
for  hymn  of  exultation 


I'm  pressing  on  the  upward  way. 
New  heights  I'm  gaining  every  day; 
Still  praying  as  I  onward  bound. 
Lord,  plant  my  feet  on  higher 
ground. 

Lord,  lift  me  up  and  let  me  stand. 

By  faith,  on  heaven’s  table  land, 

A  higher  plane  than  1  have  found; 
Lord,  plant  my  feet  on  higher 
ground. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Johnson  Oatman,  a  Methodist  preach¬ 
er,  discovered  in  the  early  1890s  his  gift 
for  poetic  expression  and  began  writing 
hymn  poems  at  a  tremendous  rate.  Sev¬ 
eral  well-known  gospel  song  composers 
of  his  day  became  eager  purchasers  of 
his  lyrics. 

Charles  H.  Gabriel,  who  lived  in  Chica¬ 
go,  purchased  several  poems  from  Oat¬ 
man  for  what  is  believed  to  be  $1  per 
poem.  One  of  these  was  ‘‘Higher 
Ground.” 

Gabriel  wrote  the  tune  that  we  asso¬ 
ciate  with  these  words  and  sold  the 
hymn— words  and  music— to  a  Philadel¬ 
phia  publisher  for  $5.  It  was  published  in 
a  songbook  in  1898. 

In  the  following  summers,  "Higher 


Ground”  became  a  favorite  song  in  camp 
meetings  in  New  York,  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania.  One  observer  at  these 
camp  meetings  wrote.  "Nothing  can 
bring  forth  more  shouts  at  camp  meeting 
of  ‘Glory’  and  Hallelujah'  than  the  sing¬ 
ing  of  ‘Higher  Ground.’  ” 

Oatman  was  born  and  educated  in 
New  Jersey.  At  19  he  joined  the  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church  and  was  ordained 
to  the  ministry.  However,  rather  than  ac¬ 
cepting  a  church  appointment,  he  re¬ 
mained  a  “local  preacher,”  welcoming 
invitations  to  preach  in  many  churches. 

He  preached  at  every  opportunity  and 
worked  in  his  father’s  mercantile  busi¬ 
ness.  After  his  father’s  death,  he  opened 
an  insurance  office  in  Mount  Holly,  N.J., 
and  became  quite  successful. 

While  he  was  not  a  great  singer  and 
never  achieved  recognition  as  an  out¬ 
standing  preacher,  Oatman  preached 
through  the  words  of  his  songs.  Out  of  a 
multitude  of  song  poems  he  wrote,  the 
ones  we  remember  best  are  “There’s  not 
a  friend  like  the  lowly  Jesus,  no  not  one” 
and  “Count  your  many  blessings,  name 
them  one  by  one." 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“ Blessed  Assurance" 


1 0  choirs  chosen  to  sing 
for  General  Conference 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Ten  choirs  from  across 
the  United  States  have  been  selected 
from  90  entries  to  perform  during  wor¬ 
ship  services  at  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  next  spring. 

The  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young  announced 
Aug.  14  the  selection  of  choirs  for  the  in¬ 
ternational  meeting  in  St.  Louis  April  26- 
May  6. 

Selection  was  based  on  quality  of  audi¬ 
tion  tapes  and  on  balanced  regional  and 
ethnic  representation.  The  1988  choirs 
also  represent  a  mix  of  United  Methodist 
local  church  and  conference-based 
groups. 

Choirs  and  performance  dates  are: 

•  April  26:  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist 
Church  choir,  New  York,  William  Farley 
Smith,  director; 

•  April  27:  West  Ohio  Ministers  Choir, 
Carol  Ann  Bradley,  director; 

•  April  28:  Central  Illinois  Ethnic  Chil¬ 


dren’s  Choir,  Jean  Reynolds,  director; 

•  April  29:  Albricias  Ensemble  (His¬ 
panic),  Los  Angeles  and  surrounding 
area,  Raquel  Achon,  director; 

•  April  30:  Clergywomen’s  Choir,  Bal¬ 
timore  Conference,  Linda  Coveleskie,  di¬ 
rector; 

•  May  2:  Brentwood  (Tenn.)  United 
Methodist  Church  Youth  Choir,  Mark 
Acker,  director; 

•  May  3:  First  Korean  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  Chancel  Choir,  Chicago,  Sung 
Soo  Chung,  director; 

•  May  4:  Emerson  United  Methodist 
Church  Choir  (Native  American),  India- 
homa,  Okla.,  Franklin  Cable,  director; 

•  May  5:  Wesley  Foundation  Choir- 
University  United  Methodist  Church, 
Gainesville,  Fla.,  Robert  Jackson,  direc¬ 
tor; 

•  May  6:  Manchester  United  Methodist 
Church,  St.  Louis,  Betty  E.  Gnaegy,  di¬ 
rector. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  FLORIDA  CONFERENCE  UMR  EDITION 

SARASOTA,  Fla.— A  new  cross  and  flame  symbol  with  a  bright  red  flame 
adorns  the  front  of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Sarasota.  Also  new 
is  the  blue  van  which  the  church  uses  to  transport  blind  persons  to  a  nearby 
vocational-technical  school,  bring  members  to  church  and  take  members  on 
field  trips. 


Charismatics  challenged 
to  translate  6 Spirit  gifts 9 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  ORLEANS— A  challenge  to 
translate  the  "gifts  of  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it”  into  "guides  for  holy  living”  was 
issued  to  2,000  United  Methodist 
charismatics  recently  by  Oklahoma 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt. 

Bishop  Hardt  was  one  of  several 
speakers  who  defined  “holiness”  and 
"spirituality”  as  comprehensive 
processes,  and  who  urged  more  ecu¬ 
menical  dialogue  between  mainline 
denominations  to  charismatic  col¬ 
league  churches. 

“Aldersgate  ’87,"  a  conference  for 
United  Methodists,  was  held  in  late 
July,  concurrently  with  the  1987  Gen¬ 
eral  Congress  on  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
World  Evangelizaton,  an  internation¬ 
al  interfaith  event  (see  UMR,  Aug.  7). 

United  Methodists  and  other  de¬ 
nominational  groups  met  separately 
during  the  day  and  held  joint  eve¬ 
ning  worship  services  for  the  more 
than  40,000  Christians  of  various  de¬ 
nominations. 

Bishop  Hardt ’s  sermon  combined 
a  historical  perspective  on  United 
Methodism  and  the  charismatic 
movements  it  sparked  with  a  chal¬ 
lenge  for  United  Methodist  charis¬ 
matics  to  build  a  needed  bridge  of 
enthusiasm  and  cooperation  be¬ 
tween  the  mainstream  churches  and 
the  fiery,  growing,  spirited  move¬ 
ment  in  the  charismatic  traditions. 

Origins  similar 

In  a  later  interview  with  United 
Methodist  News  Service,  Bishop 
Hardt  said  for  the  past  year  he  has 
been  studying  the  origins  of  charis¬ 
matic  and  evangelical  churches  that 


have  their  roots  in  early  Method¬ 
ism— including  the  Pentecostal  Ho¬ 
liness  Church,  the  Salvation  Army 
and  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene. 

"These  groups  represent  a  style  of 
worship  and  a  kind  of  enthusiasm 
that  spark  spiritual  renewal  around 
the  world.  We  could  learn  from  their 
many  positive  aspects,”  Bishop 
Hardt  said. 

"We  should  learn  to  work  with 
them  in  a  new  kind  of  ecumenical 
dialogue.  Other  ecumenical  efforts 
are  getting  tired.  This  one  is  picking 
up  momentum." 

Throughout  the  conference  indi¬ 
viduals  in  the  mammoth  crowd  in¬ 
terjected  shouts  of  joy,  tears, 
dancing  and  "speaking  in  tongues” 
during  the  preaching,  singing  and 
healing  services,  all  characteristic 
of  charismatic  worship  style. 

The  Rev.  Vinson  Synan,  a  member 
of  the  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church 
and  chairman  of  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Renewal  Services  committee, 
said  he  was  overcome  as  he  ad¬ 
dressed  the  United  Methodist  contin¬ 
gent  of  the  conference. 

Waited  20  years  for  this 

"I’ve  waited  20  years  for  this,” 
said  Dr.  Synan,  of  Oklahoma  City. 

His  speech  was  a  14-point  delinea¬ 
tion  of  the  beliefs  and  practices  of 
the  Pentecostal  Holiness  Church 
and,  more  broadly,  the  charismatic 
movement,  both  of  which  have  their 
roots  in  Methodism,  he  said. 

He  noted  that  basic  theology  and 
the  language  of  worship— informal¬ 
ity,  spontaneity  and  emotional  ex¬ 
pression— are  Wesleyan  traits. 


A  Supplement  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
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THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 

Serving  Abused,  Abandoned  and  Neglected  Children 

815  Washington  Avenue  New  Orleans,  La.  (504)  895-7709 

‘Abuse  Really  Hurts’ 

Jeri  Edwards 


Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch 
Superintendent 


Rev.  James  C.  Akins  Jeri  Edwards  Mike  Case,  Rev.  Richard  Hodges 

Director  Administrative  Assistant  MSW  Social  Worker  Family  Therapist 


Therapeutically  Speaking 


As  a  therapist,  I  look  for  the  not-so- 
noticeable  things  in  life.  I  can’t  help  my¬ 
self,  my  habit  is  now  second  nature,  and 
I  am  always  looking  for  the  not-so- 
noticeable  things.  As  you  may  guess,  my 
wife  is  just  thrilled  sometimes  by  my 
discoveries!  However,  my  little  habit  has 
a  way  of  paying  off  —  even  when  I  read 
my  Bible. 

Genesis  5:24  —  “And  Enoch  walked 
with  God;  and  he  was  not.  for  God  took 
him,”  is  one  of  my  favorite  verses  of 
scripture.  Again,  I  suppose,  because  I  am 
looking  for  the  not-so-noticeable  things 
in  life.  I  believe  there  was  a  real  reason 
that  God  took  Enoch  —  as  a  matter  of 
fact  —  I  suppose  there  were  at  least  five. 


Enoch  walked  with  God,  and  he  was 
not,  for  God  took  him  because: 

1.  Enoch  walked  in  God’s  direction. 

2.  Enoch  walked  at  God's  pace. 

3.  Enoch  made  noticeable  progress. 

4.  Enoch  developed  an  intimacy  or  re¬ 
lationship  with  God. 

5.  Enoch  was  willing  to  walk  with  God 
and  arrive  at  a  destination. 

Yes,  I  know  it  sounds  simple.  But, 
have  you  tried  it  lately?  Presently,  the 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans,  Resi¬ 
dential  Family  Care  Program  (we  call  it 
A.F.F.I.R.M.  —  A  Family  For  Individual 
Resource  Management)  is  actively  in¬ 
volved  in  an  effort  not  only  in  walking 


with  God,  but  also  in  leading  children  to 
learn  to  walk  with  God. 

Our  homes  are  half  full  and  that  is  a 
joy.  We  have  recruited  and  are  planning 
another  training  for  others.  Our  require¬ 
ments  are  strict.  No  one  ever  said  “walk¬ 
ing  with  God  was  easy!”  However,  we 
are  committed  to  arrive  at  a  destination 
and  to  enjoy  the  walk  along  the  way. 

Please  continue  to  pray  for  us  and  the 
success  of  our  program.  We  believe  that 
the  effective  prayer  of  a  righteous  man 
can  accomplish  much.  And,  if  you 
haven’t  looked  for  the  not-so-noticeable 
things  in  life  lately,  try  it  —  you  might 
like  it!* 


A  BIG  GIFT  —  Pictured  are  some  of  The  Home’s  family  and  the  van  given  to  them  by  the  Variety  Club  of  New  Orleans. 


A  SPECIAL  LADY  from  Jennings 
gave  us  a  much  needed  motorized  WEED 
EATER.  It  is  already  working  for  us. 

THE  MEDICAL  WIVES  AUXILIARY 
gave  us  a  new  Quietwriter  7  I.B.M. 


Special  Gifts 

TYPEWRITER. 

THE  WHO-BODIES  CLASS,  Munhol- 
land  UMC  completed  their  gift  of  a 
TOASTER  for  the  kitchen. 

THE  VARIETY  CLUB  OF  NEW  OR¬ 


LEANS  donated  a  much  needed  van  for 
the  Home’s  use.  It  is  a  15  passenger  Ford 
Van  that  the  Ford  Motor  Company  in 
participation  with  the  VARIETY  CLUB 
donates  to  Child  Care. 


Your  Help  is  Appreciated 


TALKING  IT  OVER  —  Pictured  are  Rev.  Richard  Hodges,  the  Family  Therapist  at  The  Methodist  Home,  and  other  members 
of  the  Home’s  family. 


In  1951,  a  new  Chrysler  Chiller  Compres¬ 
sor  for  our  air  conditioning  system  was 
installed.  Last  week  it  quit  working.  It 
has  served  us  well.  Today,  I  signed  a  con¬ 
tract  for  $6,000  to  rebuild  this  vital  unit. 
I  must  pay  in  full  upon  completion.  This 
is  an  immediate  emergency  need.  YOU 
CAN  HELP!  Earmark  your  checks  — 
A/C.  Please  hurry  as  the  job  will  be 
completed  in  a  week. 

SINCE  JANUARY  1,  we  have  served 
145  children.  Fewer  children  are  going 


Activities 


back  to  parents  or  relatives.  Fifty  per¬ 
cent  are  going  to  Foster  Care,  22  percent 
go  to  institutions  for  treatment,  20  per¬ 
cent  go  to  relatives  and  eight  percent  go 
to  parents.  This  is  a  change  from  last 
year.  It  indicates  that  we  are  dealing 
with  SEVERELY  ABUSED  CHILDREN. 

OUR  MONTHLY  BANK  ACCOUNT 
continues  to  be  very  LOW.  Our  faith  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  strong,  as  we  see  our  cash 
needs  being  met  with  unanticipated  gifts 
each  week.  THANKS  TO  ALL  of  you  who 
are  sharing  in  this  ministry.  We  are  liv¬ 


ing  by  faith. 

My  goal  is  to  have  a  large  number  of 
FAITH  FAMILIES  who  want  to  support 
The  Home  with  planned  monthly  and 
yearly  giving.  It  will  give  us  the  ability 
to  move  from  monthly  crises  manage¬ 
ment  to  a  planned  growth  enrichment 
program. 

To  be  a  Faith  Family  of  The  Methodist 
Home,  New  Orleans,  just  write  FAITH 
FAMILY  after  the  [  ]  Yes,  I  want  to 
help  a  child  and  indicate  your  monthly  or 
yearly  gift  on  the  form  below. 


The  Methodist  Home  provides  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  activities  daily.  Pictured  is 
Bippo  the  Hippo  who  gave  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  recently  on  correct  dental  hygiene. 
The  New  Orleans  Fire  Department  came 
to  the  Home  this  month  to  talk  about  fire 


safety  and  gave  a  demonstration  on  an 
authentic  fire  engine. 

Activities  are  of  central  importance 
for  these  children  as  it  teaches  social 
skills,  rules  and  teamwork. 


A  •  N 


School  Starts  Soon 


1 


It’s  that  time  of  year  again.  We  com¬ 
pleted  our  first  year  with  our  own  class 
last  year  and  it  was  a  success! 

The  school  age  children  spend  5-10 
days  in  the  Adjustment  Class  before  be¬ 
ing  assigned  to  a  Public  School.  This 


class  has  resulted  in  fewer  disciplinary 
actions  toward  our  children.  The  Adjust¬ 
ment  Class  allows  the  child  time  to  ad¬ 
just  to  being  away  from  home  and  in  a 
new  living  situation  before  introducing 
them  to  further  change  in  the  communi¬ 
ty. 


HELPING  HER  UP  —  These  girls  are  enjoying  an  afternoon  of  roller  skating  at 
The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans.  This  is  just  one  of  many  activities  the  children 
are  able  to  participate  in. 


ALL  ABOUT  LEARNING  —  Pictured  is  Bippo  the  Hippo  teaching  children  at  The 
Methodist  Home  about  proper  dental  hygiene.  This  is  just  one  of  the  many  special 
demonstrations  given  for  the  children. 


SCHOOL  DAYS  AGAIN  —  These  children  are  participating  in  the  Adjustment 
Class  at  The  Methodist  Home,  before  being  assigned  to  a  public  school. 


The  Home  children  enjoyed  a  camp 
experience  this  year  at  Camp  Istrouma. 
The  Home  sent  38  children  to  the  camp 


Methodist  Home  Camp  1987 


that  is  sponsored  by  the  conference 
youth. 

Twenty-five  young  persons  served  as 


camp  counselors  and  chaperones  for  the 
children  of  The  Home.  This  is  a  great 
time  of  summer  fun  and  fellowship.  This 


was  the  seventh  year  that  the  conference 
youth  sponsored  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans  Children  at  Camp  Istrouma. 


WELCOME  TO  CAMP  —  This  summer,  38  children  from  the  Methodist  Home 
spent  a  week  at  Istrouma  United  Methodist  Camp  for  fun  and  fellowship,  sponsored 
by  the  conference  youth. 


GOOD  SAMARITAN  AGENCIES 
Lafon  Home 

Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 
People's  Community  Center 
Retired  Ministers’  Home  Board 


HAVING  LOTS  OF  FUN  —  These  Methodist  Home  children  enjoyed  their  week 
at  Camp  Istrouma  by  playing  outdoors,  making  T-shirts  and  lots  of  swimming. 


Clip  and  Mail  to: 

THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 
P.O.  Box  15109,  Station  B 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70175 

_ Please  send  me  more  information  about  the  Methodist  Home  of  New 


Orleans. 

_I  would  like  to  make  a  donation  to  The  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans.  Enclosed  please  find  my  check  for  $_ 


_I  would  like  to  be  a  Faith  Family.  I  will  help  children  by  sending  a 
monthly  check  in  the  amount  of  $ - 
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September  Starts  UM  F oundation  Month 
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\  ^  i  PATSY  T.  BARNES 

)  Director  of  Develop menl 

United  Melhoditi  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
527  North  Boulevard  Office:  346-1646 

Baton  Rou(e.  Louisiana  70802-5720  Home.  925-9J2S 


Patsy  T.  Barnes,  the  new  Director  of 
Development  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana,  has  left  her 
calling  card  at  Methodist  institutions 
throughout  the  state,  in  her  first  month 
on  the  job. 

During  the  month  of  August,  she  visit¬ 
ed  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  and 
Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans  to  see 
first-hand  the  work  of  the  two  Methodist- 
related  institutions  of  higher  education 
in  Louisiana.  At  Centenary,  she  met  with 
Dr.  Donald  Webb,  President,  and  Mr. 


George  Nelson,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  Mrs.  Barnes  was  greeted  by 
Dr.  E.  C.  Harrison  at  Dillard  University, 
in  the  absence  of  President  Dr.  Samuel 
DuBois  Cook.  Dr.  Harrison  gave  an  ex¬ 
tended  tour  of  the  University  to  Mrs. 
Barnes,  Dr.  George  Calvin,  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  New  Orleans/ Houma 
district  and  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Executive 
Director  of  the  United  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation. 

Other  stops  in  New  Orleans  included 
the  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital  for  conferences  with  the  Adminis¬ 


trator,  Mr.  Fred  Young  and  Chaplains 
Paul  Durbin  and  Judy  Nelson.  Mr. 
Edward  Lang,  Administrator  of  the  La- 
fon  Home,  described  recent  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  nursing  home.  Visits  were 
made  with  a  number  of  the  residents  of 
the  home,  including  Mrs.  W.  T.  Handy  Sr. 

There  were  over  40  children  in  resi¬ 
dence  at  the  Methodist  Home  the  day  of 
Mrs.  Barnes’  visit.  A  tour  of  the  home 
was  conducted  by  Mrs.  Jeri  Edwards, 
representing  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  superin¬ 
tendent.  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  the  New  Or¬ 


leans/Slidell  District  Superintendent, 
joined  in  the  visits  at  Lafon  and  the 
Methodist  Home. 

A  stop  in  Hammond  at  the  Southeast¬ 
ern  Louisiana  University  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  was  made  to  observe  the  work  of 
the  Methodist  ministries  on  various  cam¬ 
puses  throughout  the  state. 

In  Ruston,  Mrs.  Barnes  was  advised  of 
the  history  of  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  by  Mr.  Terrel  DeVille,  Executive 
Director.  She  plans  to  return  to  the  vari¬ 
ous  institutions  in  the  months  ahead  for 


more  in-depth  study  and  to  offer  to  be  of 
assistance  in  securing  planned  gifts  for 
these  agencies  in  the  Conference. 

Mrs.  Barnes  and  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway 
also  made  a  stop  in  Minden  to  visit  and 
thank  Mrs.  Ollar  Wren  and  her  children 
for  the  gift  of  $250  thousand  left  to  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  by  Mrs. 
Wren’s  sister.  Mrs.  Tinye  Spencer  Ragan. 

In  addition  to  traveling  throughout  the 
state,  Mrs.  Barnes  and  Dr.  Caraway  at¬ 
tended  a  seminar  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 


tional  Planned  Giving  Institute.  The 
seminar  was  conducted  by  Robert  F. 
Sharpe  &  Co.  of  Memphis,  who  have  re¬ 
cently  produced  promotional  materials 
for  planned  giving  for  United  Methodist 
churches.  Also  in  attendance  were  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  foundations  from  across  the 
nation,  of  which  about  20  percent  were 
United  Methodists.  At  the  seminar,  Mrs. 
Barnes  had  the  opportunity  to  meet  Dr 
Charles  Laing,  President  of  the  Texas 
Methodist  Foundation,  who  is  also  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Association  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home 


Centenary  College 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 


Dillard  University 


Wesley  Foundation,  SLU 


Lafon  Home 


Methodist  Home 


National  Planned  Giving  Institute 


On  Cfhe  Way  . . . 


“Weeping  may  tarry  for  the  night,  but  joy  comes  with  the  morning." 

Psalm  30:5 

This  is  a  song  of  gratitude  and  praise  for  the  grace  of  God.  It  comes  from 
one  who  has  been  near  death  and  has  been  restored  to  health.  The  words  are 
wildly  joyful  and  triumphant.  One  translation  puts  them  this  way:  "We  weep 
in  the  evening,  but  laugh  at  dawn." 

This  verse  shares  a  spiritual  secret  with  us.  It  points  to  the  kind  of  God  we 
proclaim  and  worship.  In  God’s  providence,  pain  is  temporary,  and  God’s 
grace  is  permanent.  To  catch  the  optimism  and  faith  of  that,  however,  we 
have  to  struggle  through  much  pain  and  contradiction. 

Perhaps  we  are  too  selective  in  what  we  take  and  use  for  our  spiritual 
life.  We  are  always  looking  for  "good"  things  to  happen  to  us.  We  try  to  get 
good  out  of  only  good  things.  This  verse  points  us  to  the  opportunities  in  dif¬ 
ficulty  and  suffering.  The  Bible  calls  them  “the  treasures  of  darkness." 
Here  the  writer  celebrates  the  new  insight  in  sorrow,  the  spiritual  discovery 
in  our  struggles. 

It  could  make  a  great  difference  if  we  could  face  our  fears,  difficulties, 
even  death,  with  that  kind  of  courageous  realism.  Through  the  grace  of  God, 
says  the  poet,  we  can! 

Prayer:  O  God,  may  the  incredible  gospel  of  Christ  come  alive  in  us  because 
we  find  our  own  existence  incredible.  AMEN. 


Christian  Education  Sunday  Gives 
Opportunity  to  Thank  Teachers 


Christian  Education  Week  is  a  time  to 
recognize  the  talent  and  dedication  of 
the  teachers  throughout  the  Methodist 
education  ministry.  This  year,  Education 
Sunday  falls  on  September  13, 1987. 

The  following  suggestions  come  from 
the  Conference  Education  Ministries  Of¬ 
fice  for  observing  Christian  Education 
Sunday. 

A  special  Christian  Education  Sunday 
offering  should  be  taken  to  be  used  for 
Leadership  Training  and  Development 
within  the  Louisiana  Conference.  This 
supports  events  such  as  the  Sunday 


School  Fairs  in  September  and  October. 

A  second  suggestion  is  that  a  Service 
of  Recognition  and  Dedication  should  be 
planned  for  all  Christian  Education 
Workers.  A  possible  liturgy  is  available 
from  Discipleship  Resources. 

Also,  this  would  be  a  good  time  to  re¬ 
new  the  enthusiasm  for  education  within 
your  congregation  through  some  church- 
wide  event  or  program. 

Teachers  are  the  people  who  take  the 
extra  time  to  care  and  reach  out  to  oth¬ 
ers  and  Christian  Education  Sunday  is  a 
day  to  return  the  favor. 


Bob  Lay  Qub  Helps  To  Build  Korean  Church 


The  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  has  announced 
they  will  be  helping  to  build  a  Korean 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Leesville,  in 
the  Lake  Charles  District  this  Confer¬ 
ence  year.  There  is  a  large  Korean  com¬ 
munity  in  Leesville  with  a  large  number 
of  United  Methodists. 

A  Korean  pastor,  Pastor  Kim,  and  his 
family  have  been  assigned  to  the  new 
church.  Until  the  new  sanctuary  is  com¬ 
pleted,  the  congregation  is  meeting  in 
the  Chapel  on  the  Fort  Polk  Army  Base 

Pastor  Kim  has  stated  he  has  a  goal  of 
30  members  to  be  on  record  by  the  date 
of  the  first  Charge  Conference.  October 
18. 

The  site  has  been  bulldozed  and  the 


District  Board  of  Trustees  has  met  and 
authorized  bids  for  the  construction  of 
the  church. 

The  1000  Club,  now  in  its  35th  year  of 
helping  build  new  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference,  is 
pleased  with  this  new  project.  Close  to  $2 
million  has  been  raised  over  the  past  35 
years  to  assist  nearly  50  new  churches. 

Anyone  may  become  a  member  of  the 
1000  Club.  Three  times  a  year,  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  December  1  and  March  1,  a  "call” 
is  sent  out  to  the  members.  Each  mem¬ 
ber  is  asked  to  give  $25  for  each  call  to 
provide  funds  for  a  new  church. 

United  Methodism  is  truly  growing  in 
Louisiana,  and  the  1000  Club  is  pleased  to 
have  an  important  part  in  that  growth. 


OLD  FASHIONED  FUN  FOR  ALL  —  Camp  meeting  time  in  the  LAKE 
CHARLES  district  brought  the  “old  time”  spirit  of  fun,  fellowship  and  worship  as 
people  gathered  from  the  surrounding  area  at  the  beautiful  Lake  Charles  district 
campgrounds.  The  three  daily  services  were  well  attended  with  much  singing, 
teaching  and  preaching  from  a  number  of  preachers,  lay  speakers  and  singers.  REV. 
ROBERT  PEYTON  was  the  main  speaker,  REV.  HOMER  BAILES  was  the  camp 
director  and  DR.  WOODROW  SMITH  is  the  District  Superintendent  in  Lake 
Charles. 
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‘I  want  to  talk  to  you  about  God’ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


SEPTEMBER  4,  1987 


A  widely  known  1960s  folk  song  sug¬ 
gests  that  answers  to  life's  deep  ques¬ 
tions  can  be  found  “blowin’  in  the  wind." 

It's  instructive,  however,  that  for  at 
least  one  member  of  the  singing  trio  that 
popularized  the  song— Peter,  Paul  and 
Mary—  "answers"  didn’t  come  that  easily. 

Instead,  Noel  Paul  Stookey  was  convert¬ 
ed  to  Christianity  20  years  ago  through  an 
;encounter  with  something  more  biting 
than  a  cold,  blowing  wind:  a  pointed  con¬ 
versation  with  a  believer  concerned  about 
the  singer’s  spiritual  well-being.  His  story, 
as  reported  in  a  recent  Religious  News 
Service  interview,  deserves  re-telling. 

Mr.  Stookey  said  a  young  stranger  con¬ 
fronted  him  backstage  after  a  show  with 
the  words,  “I  want  to  talk  to  you  about 
God  ”  After  an  extensive  conversation 
about  his  spiritual  life.  Mr.  Stookey  said 
he  didn't  know  that  he  wanted  to  pray  or 
even  how  to  pray.  But,  he  said,  "I  knew 
that  there  was  Someone  real  to  pray  to. 

"The  only  words  that  came  to  me  were, 
‘I’m  sorry.'  I  was  expressing  30  years  of 
ignoring  His  presence  and  30  years  of  liv¬ 
ing  to  my  own  ends,  and  I  began  to  cry." 

Unfortunately,  for  many  people  “at¬ 
tending  church"  never  becomes  synony¬ 
mous  with  “coming  to  know  God.” 
Equally  regrettable,  too  few  Christians 
play  the  role  for  others  that  the  "young 
stranger"  played  for  Mr.  Stookey:  that  of 
initiating  talk  about  life’s  most  impor¬ 
tant  issues— particularly  one’s  relation¬ 
ship  with  God. 

The  need  for  more  such  conversations 
is  abundantly  evident.  The  time  is  past  in 
our  culture,  if  such  a  time  ever  existed, 
in  which  one  could  realistically  assume 
that  religious  faith  is  “in  the  wind”  and 
likely  to  touch  most  people.  Faith  in  God 
and  a  desire  to  live  according  to  God’s 
will  are  no  longer  prerequisites  of  re¬ 
spectability  in  America. 

That  reality  is  underscored  by  a  recent 
study  by  sociologists  Wade  Clark  Roof 
and  William  McKinney.  Their  research 
shows  that  increasing  numbers  of  people 
choose  to  identify  with  no  religious  faith 
at  all  rather  than  with  traditional  forms 
of  religious  belief. 

One  implication  of  such  findings 
should  be  clear:  If  we  who  have  been 
brought  up  in  the  faith  by  our  parents— 
or  had  it  instilled  in  us  through  an  ongo¬ 
ing  relationship  with  a  community  of 
faith— don’t  explicitly  and  directly  share 
our  faith  with  others,  faith  likely  won’t 
be  passed  along  to  future  generations. 

Regrettably,  numerous  fears  discour¬ 
age  open  discussion  of  religious  faith: 
fear  of  offending  someone  because  reli¬ 
gion  is  wrongly  considered  to  be  "a  pri¬ 
vate  affair,”  fear  of  offending  someone 
who  holds  differing  religious  beliefs,  fear 
of  appearing  too  pious  or  “churchy”  in 
front  of  one’s  friends  and  family,  etc. 


Death-penalty  view  generates  negative  retorts 


Singer  Noel  Paul  Stookey  credits  his 
conversion  to  Christianity  20  years  ago 
to  a  Peter,  Paul  and  Mary  fan  who  in¬ 
sisted  on  talking  to  him  about  God. 

Our  resulting  timidity,  however,  causes 
God's  name  to  be  more  commonly  used  in 
vain  than  in  witness  to  the  importance  of  a 
real,  life-sustaining  relationship. 

If  more  of  us  were  willing  to  risk  saying 
to  others,  “I  want  to  talk  to  you  about 
God,"  we  likely  would  find  more  people 
than  we  imagined,  including  many  lifelong 
Christians,  are  eager,  even  desperate,  to 
discuss  their  spiritual  needs  and  longings. 

And  we  would  find  countless  others, 
like  Paul  Stookey,  who  have  a  long-sup¬ 
pressed  need  to  claim  for  the  first  time 
their  identity  as  children  of  God. 

As  Christians,  we  should  recall  that 
another  man  named  Paul  sometimes  of¬ 
fended  others  by  his  boldness  in  pro¬ 
claiming  the  need  for  a  saving 
relationship  with  Jesus  Christ. 

His  fearless  talk  about  God  puts  to 
shame  our  obsessive  desire  to  avoid  offend¬ 
ing  others  and  reminds  us  that  we  may  be 
in  danger  of  setting  aside  an  essential  ele¬ 
ment  of  what  it  means  to  have  faith. 

Have  you  "talked  with  another  person 
about  God”  lately? 


To  the  Editor: 

Margy  Stewart's  “Here  I  Stand”  state 
ment  on  the  death  penalty  was  very  in¬ 
formative  (see  UMR,  Aug.  21). 

I  was  surprised  to  find  out  that  "our 
denomination  unambiguously  opposes 
the  death  penalty." 

Does  that  mean  we  are  opposed  to  the 
law  of  the  land?  Does  that  mean  we  are 
opposed  to  deterring  serial  killers  from 
their  self-appointed  missions?  Does  that 
mean  that  state  and  national  budgets 
(our  taxes)  should  make  a  priority  out  of 
providing  free  room  and  board  to  those 
who  don’t  value  the  lives  of  others? 

Mrs.  Stewart’s  role  in  helping  someone 
who  has  gotten  a  bad  deal  in  an  imper¬ 
fect  legal  system  is  commendable.  Her 
desire  to  give  every  death  row  inmate  a 
free  ride  is  not. 

The  “boundless  love”  she  mentions 
would  be  better  spent  on  the  surviving 
victims,  their  families  and  minimizing 
the  number  of  future  victims. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  hear  the  de¬ 
tails  of  how  she  thinks  transforming  her 
“words  into  action"  would  make  this  a 
better  world. 

Help  the  Mr.  Harrises  in  your  life,  Mrs. 
Stewart,  but  don’t  tear  down  the  present 
system  until  you’ve  got  something  better 
and  got  it  working  to  deter  brutal,  sense¬ 
less  murder. 

Jesus  Christ  cast  out  the  money  chang¬ 
ers.  He  was  and  is  merciful  to  all  of 
those  whose  hearts  (not  words)  showed 
him  that  they  were  truly  repentant. 

There  is  not  a  single  word  in  the  Bible 
that  indicates  that  he  or  the  apostles 
spent  one  minute  of  their  time  as  activ¬ 
ists  opposing  the  principle  of  capital 
punishment  or  the  right  of  government 
to  carry  out  capital  punishment. 

Gilbert  R.  DeHuff 
West  Monroe,  Louisiana 

Victims  deserve  justice,  too 

To  the  Editor: 

By  an  interesting  coincidence,  Margy 


Stewart's  stirring  appeal  to  our  denomi¬ 
nation  to  actively  oppose  the  death  pen¬ 
alty  (see  UMR  Aug.  21)  appeared  the 
same  week  as  “Time”  magazine’s 
thought-provoking  report  on  life  in  the 
American  ghetto. 

"Time”  cites  some  chilling  statistics 
pertaining  to  joblessness,  school  drop-out 
rate,  illegitimate  births,  the  upsurge  of 
gang-warfare,  drug  trade  and  organized 
crime  in  the  ghetto. 

More  chilling,  however,  was  the  quote 
from  one  young  gang  member  who  was 
asked  how  he  was  able  to  fire  15  rounds 
from  a  semiautomatic  rifle  into  the  back 
of  a  young  girl  he  had  never  met. 

Chuckling,  he  answered,  “It’s  just  like 
in  the  movies.  You  just  shoot  until  you 
hit  something." 

Ms.  Stewart  says  that  she  did  not  ask 
death  row  inmate  Wayne  Ritter  what  he 
was  convicted  of  "because  nothing  can 
rationalize  the  crime  the  state  is  about 
to  commit  against  him.” 

If  Ms.  Stewart  is  sincere  in  her  ex¬ 
pressed  desire  to  share  God’s  “boundless 
love— especially  for  the  poor,”  perhaps 
some  small  scrap  of  her  zealous  concern 
for  human  rights  could  be  directed  to  the 
aid  and  protection  of  the  victims  of 
"shy”  young  men  such  as  Wayne  Ritter. 

Such  victims  are,  tragically,  also  poor 
and  crying  for  justice.  Justice,  however, 
is  not  likely  to  be  forthcoming  until  we 
take  a  clear-headed  view  of  this  issue  of 
crime  and  punishment,  a  view  unob¬ 
scured  by  the  unabashed  sentimentality 
of  the  likes  of  Ms.  Stewart. 

Nancy  Snyder 

New  Haven,  Missouri 

Article  reports  garbage 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Aug.  21  “Here  I  Stand,”  Margy 
Stewart  reports  the  biggest  bunch  of  gar¬ 
bage  perpetrated  against  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  society  in  general. 

If  our  denomination,  as  Ms.  Stewart 
states,  “unambiguously  opposes  the 
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death  penalty,"  it  certainly  does  not 
speak  for  all  United  Methodists.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  continues  to  lose  members  by  the 
thousands  with  its  fuzzy-minded  social 
philosophy? 

Our  prisons  are  loaded  with  death-row 
inmates  who,  by  one  legal  trick  or  anoth¬ 
er,  succeeded  in  postponing  the  carrying 
out  of  the  sentence  meted  out  by  courts 
for  capital  offenses  against  their  fellow 
man. 

Ms.  Stewart  admits  she  did  not  ask 
Wayne  Ritter  of  what  he  was  convicted. 
Had  she  done  her  homework,  she  would 
have  discovered  why  a  jury  of  his  peers 
agreed  that  he  should  pay  for  a  heinous 
crime  with  his  own  life! 

G.  Robert  Fox 
DeLand,  Florida 

I  strongly  disagree 

To  the  Editor- 

Regarding  the  "Here  I  Stand,"  Aug.  21, 
by  Margy  Stewart  concerning  opposition 
to  the  death  penalty  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church: 

I  strongly  disagree. 

Brenda  Reinschmiedt 
Hennessey,  Oklahoma 

Why  more  money  needed? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  appreciated  the  Rev.  Lycurgus  Star- 
key's  July  31  "Here  I  Stand”  article  in 
which  he  called  for  a  resurrection  of  our 
church  using  some  of  the  suggestions  of 
Bishops  Richard  Wilke  and  Earl  Hunt 
and  Professors  William  Willimon  and 
Robert  Wilson. 

Curg  Starkey  has  a  keen  insight  of  the 
church  and  a  great  ability  to  communi¬ 
cate  it. 

One  point  that  he  referred  to  was  the 
problem  of  our  church’s  bloated  bureau¬ 
cracy.  Another  Reporter  article  that 
week  described  the  decrease  in  our  mis¬ 
sion  force  from  1,500  in  1960  to  516  in 
1985. 

These  figures  raise  an  obvious  ques¬ 
tion  to  those  of  us  serving  local  churches. 
Why  has  our  apportionment  to  World 
Service  increased  when  our  mission 
force  has  decreased  so  dramatically?  Is 
it  because  of  our  bloated  bureaucracy? 

Clayton  L.  Smith 
Springfield,  Missouri 

Too  many  chiefs  at  board? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  surprised  to  learn  our  denomina¬ 
tion  has  only  516  missionaries  (see  UMR, 
July  31). 


I  was  even  more  surprised  to  learn 
that,  according  to  the  1986  Annual  Re¬ 
port  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  as  published  in  the  May  issue  of 
"New  World  Outlook,”  that  board  has  177 
directors  and  243  on  the  executive  staff. 

In  Oklahoma  we  call  that  having  “too 
many  chiefs  and  not  enough  Indians!” 

Evelyn  Bowen 
Cushing,  Oklahoma 

There  aren’t  enough  beasts 

To  the  Editor: 

The  trouble  with  the  Rev.  James  E. 
Lavender's  approach  to  worship  is  that 
there  aren’t  enough  elephants  and  tame 
lions  to  go  around  (see  UMR,  Aug.  21)! 

So,  I  guess  the  rest  of  us  will  have  to 
plod  along  in  the  old  familiar  ways. 

Clarence  F.  Avey 
Westfield,  Massachusetts 

Stance  on  Scarritt  lauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  commend  Ginger  Howe 
on  her  reflections  regarding  the  Scania 
Graduate  School  situation  (see  UMR, 
July  24). 

I  recently  attended  Scarritt,  and  I,  too, 
have  strong  feelings  about  what  this  situ¬ 
ation  will  do  to  Scarritt’s  mission  and  fu¬ 
ture. 

No  academic  institution  offers  train¬ 
ing  to  laypeople  for  professional  minis¬ 
try  like  Scarritt  has  offered  in  the  past, 
and  I  hope  will  offer  in  the  future. 

I  am  currently  a  director  of  Christian 
education  and  a  certified  candidate  for 
the  diaconal  ministry  in  the  Minnesota 
conference.  I  feel  more  confident  to  fuF 
fill  my  service  to  the  church  because  Of 
the  training  received  by  the  tremendous 
faculty  network  at  Scarritt  and  the  spe¬ 
cial  love  and  care  given  by  all  of  Scar- 
ritt's  staff  and  administration. 

My  prayers  are  with  you  all  as  I  say 
“amen"  to  Ms.  Howe’s  article. 

Debra  L.  King 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be  brief, 
must  be  original  and  must  carry  the 
signature  and  address  of  the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  not  publish  any  let¬ 
ters  received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor."  United 
Methodist  Re  porter .  P.O.  Box 
660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


My  Witness 

Could  UM  corporation  be 
force  for  good  in  Haiti? 


Here  I  Stand 

Christ  calls  us  to  live  without  alcohol,  drugs 


By  DON  L.  FORSMAN 

The  1984  General  Conference  passed  a 
resolution  entitled  “Alcohol  as  a  Health 
Problem"  (Book  of  Resolutions  1984, 
Page  273). 

Subsequently,  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  appointed  a  task 
force  to  implement  that  resolution  in  the 
•  United  Methodist  Church. 

Somehow  I  ended  up  as  chairman  of 
that  task  force.  Its  mandate  is  to  perform 
what  in  the  eyes  of  many  people  might 
seem  to  be  an  unpopular  task  regardless 
of  how  vital  it  is  in  light  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  history  and  tradition. 

However.  I  am  not  complaining  about 
chairing  this  task  force.  In  many  ways,  I 
am  the  logical  person  to  help  implement 
this  resolution  in  our  church’s  life. 

Why?  It  is  simple!  Had  it  not  been  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
lordship  of  Jesus  Christ,  I  could  have 
ended  up  as  an  individual  with  a  serious 
drinking  problem. 
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But,  thank  God,  as  a  young  adult  I  had 
a  pastor  who  was  a  strong  leader  in  the 
area  of  our  church’s  position  on  absti¬ 
nence  and  who  believed  in  the  power  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  rescue  young  or  old  from 
whatever  sins  and 
problems  they  were  -v 

encountering. 

I  came  out  of 
World  War  II  fresh 
from  34  missions  as 
a  ball-turret  gunner 
on  a  B-17  bomber  I 
over  Europe.  More 
than  one  night  during  Don  Forsman 
those  hectic  days  of  combat,  one  of  my 
buddies  would  "pour”  me  into  bed.  I 
would  fly  the  next  day  with  a  hangover 
that  wouldn't  quit. 

Drinking  continues 

I  came  home  from  the  war  and  started 
college,  trying  to  make  up  for  the  days 
lost  during  the  war.  I  joined  a  fraternity 
and  with  a  dear  friend  (who  is  now  a  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent)  ran  many  success¬ 
ful  "beer  busts."  Those  were  before  the 
claims  of  Christ  called  me  to  commit  my 
life  to  Christ  and  to  preach. 

But,  you  see.  the  tragic  part  was  that 
the  Methodist  position  of  abstinence  nev¬ 
er  registered  with  me  until  after  my  con¬ 
version  and  commitment.  Consequently, 
I  wonder  how  many  United  Methodist 
youths  today  understand  their  church’s 
position  on  drugs  and  alcohol. 

Please  note:  I  am  not  saying  that  my 
pastor  never  preached  on  the  topic.  I  sus¬ 
pect  he  did.  But  it  never  registered  with 
me  until  after  I  knew  Christ  as  Lord. 

Let  me  share  the  closure  event  in  my 
life  as  far  as  alcohol  is  concerned  and 
how  it  affected  my  decision  for  Christ; 

I  probably  had  to  get  rid  of  alcohol  in 
my  life  to  be  able  to  hear  Christ  calling 
me  to  live  the  faith  and  enter  the  ministry. 

On  Christmas  Day  1946. 1  was  drinking 
with  some  friends  at  my  cousin's  home. 
The  doorbell  rang.  I  shouted  that  I  would 


answer  it.  I  marched  to  the  door  with  a 
bottle  of  Four  Roses  in  one  hand  and  a 
chaser  in  the  other. 

I  answered  the  door.  There  stood  my 
father  and  mother.  My  mother  took  one 
look  at  me  and  said,  "You  look  stupid!” 
She  then  turned  around  and  walked  off. 

I  went  back  to  the  kitchen,  set  the  bot¬ 
tle  and  the  chaser  down  and  said,  "I  will 
never  drink  another  drop.”  Within  a 
month  Christ  was  able  to  get  through  to 
me  and  call  me  to  the  ministry. 

Task  force  has  struggled 

The  task  force  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  has  struggled  with 
how  to  lift  up  this  deep  concern  over  al¬ 
cohol  and  other  drugs  to  the  people 
called  United  Methodist.  The  results  in¬ 
clude  the  following: 

•  A  theological  statement  was  written. 
It  focused  on  the  concept  of  “a  call  to 
care."  That  statement  is  available  from 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

•A  decision  was  made  to  develop 
three  videocassettes  focusing  on  the 
"Call  to  Care.”  One  tape  is  for  preteens, 
one  for  teens  and  one  for  families.  These 
are  available  now. 

(To  obtain  a  videocassette,  write  to 
Discipleship  Resources,  P.O.  Box  189, 
Nashville.  Tenn.  37202,  and  specify  Pre- 
teen— "Early  Influences”  No.  CS5007, 
Teen — "Growin’  Up”  No.  CS5008  or 
Family— “My  Family"  No.  CS5007.  Cost 
is  $10  per  tape.) 

•Beginning  this  month,  we  will  have 
curriculum  available  that  will  be  a  com¬ 
panion  piece  to  the  three  videocassettes. 

•An  essay  contest  is  being  co-spon¬ 
sored  with  the  Reporter  (see  UMR,  July 
17).  It  is  our  hope  that  youth  throughout 
the  church  will  become  interested  in  this 
essay  contest  so  that  once  again  we  can 
call  our  church  to  accountability  con¬ 
cerning  one  of  its  basic  beliefs— absti¬ 
nence  from  aloohol  and  drugs. 

But  the  question  remains,  where  next7 


I  personally  would  like  to  see  Abstinence 
Commitment  Day  brought  back— but 
without  encouraging  hypocrisy  as,  unfor¬ 
tunately.  the  old  abstinence  program  did. 

I  would  like  to  see  a  commitment  card 
giving  people  the  opportunity  to  offer  their 
lives  to  God  through  abstinence.  Individ¬ 
uals  or  families  could  sign  this  commit¬ 
ment  card,  making  a  commitment  to 
abstinence.  But,  instead  of  turning  it  in  at 
church,  they  could  take  the  card  home  and 
put  it  where  it  could  be  seen  every  day. 

In  addition,  a  Commitment  Day  could 
be  used  to  encourage  families  to  talk 
about  and  make  a  decision  to  have  an  al¬ 
cohol-free  home. 

I  am  certain  that  if  you  have  read  this 
far.  you  have  said,  “Wow,  is  he  radical!” 
No,  I'm  not  a  Carry  Nation.  I  do  go 
where  alcohol  is  sold.  I  do  not  berate  my 
parishioners  for  drinking,  nor  do  I  con¬ 
stantly  harp  on  the  subject. 

But,  I  do  attempt  to  encourage  people 
to  live  an  alcohol-  and  drug-free  life  just 
as  I  believe  Christ  would  want  me  to  en¬ 
courage  them  to  do. 

My  pastor  at  the  time  of  my  conver¬ 
sion,  the  late  Rev.  Earl  Dorff,  believed  in 
living  an  alcohol-free  life.  He  sensed  the 
struggle  that  I  was  going  through  after 
World  War  II.  He  encouraged  me  to  live 
the  faith  without  drugs  or  alcohol. 

After  my  conversion,  I  remember  one 
sermon  he  preached  on  abstinence  that 
concluded:  “I  affirm  the  Methodist 
stance  on  abstinence,  and  I  pray  we  will 
never  change  our  position.  But  if  we  ever 
do.  I  will  go  join  the  Baptists  because  I 
would  rather  be  wet  on  the  outside  than 
on  the  inside." 

I'm  not  about  to  join  the  Baptists.  But  I 
do  want  to  see  our  United  Methodist 
Church  return  to  the  stance  that  absti¬ 
nence  is  important  so  pastors  aren’t  afraid 
to  preach  on  it  and  we  set  aside  a  day  to 
call  our  people  to  the  way  of  abstinence. 

The  Rev.  Don  L.  Forsman  is  pastor  of  Trin¬ 
ity-First  United  Methodist  Church.  El  Paso. 
Texas  (New  Mexico  Annual  Conference). 


Fi 


By  JOHN  C.  GINGERICH 

Fifteen  of  us  have  just  returned  from 
15  days  of  primitive  living  on  the  island 
of  LaGanove,  a  part  of  Haiti. 

People  passing  this  Caribbean  village 
of  100  people  would  say  we  were  living  in 
squalor.  There  was 
no  water,  no  electric¬ 
ity,  no  indoor  plumb-  -r- 
ing,  no  modern  cook  _  ^  gpu 
stove  and,  of  course,  ^ 

no  refrigeration.  — v 

The  sanitation  was 
a  "one-holer”  on  the 

side  of  a  mountain.  - ~rM  ▼ 

An  oil  barrel  with  a 
spray  was  the  shower.  J°hn  Gingerich 

Eating,  sleeping,  cooking  and  “toilet¬ 
ing"  were  all  done  under  the  continuing 
curiosity  of  the  populace. 

Our  team  consisted  of  two  physicians, 
two  dentists,  four  registered  nurses,  three 
medical  assistants,  three  engineers,  an 
agronomist  and  me,  a  clergyman. 

We  did  have  a  generator  to  run  the 
dental  equipment.  All  the  clinics  were  in 
the  open  air  under  thatched  roofs.  The 
dentists  and  doctors  saw  150  patients  per 
day  for  five  days. 

The  needs  are  obvious.  The  land  does 
not  produce  because  of  previous  exploi¬ 
tation.  New  food  and  cash  crops  need  to 
be  developed. 

There  is  60  to  70  percent  unemploy¬ 
ment  along  with  all  the  conditions  that 
implies. 

What  are  the  possibilities  for  a  non¬ 
profit  corporation  composed  of  United 
Methodist  laypeople  who  would  use  their 
agricultural,  manufacturing  and  market¬ 
ing  skills  to  make  a  Christian  dent  in  this 
human  tragedy? 

People  with  business  skills  are  needed 


to  raise  and  use  funds  to  make  an  impact 
on  a  limited  economy. 

People  with  managerial  skills  are 
needed  to  empower  the  Haitians  so  they 
can  become  responsible  for  maintaining 
their  soil,  planning  their  water  supply 
and  maintaining  their  limited  equipment 
and  other  resources. 

People  with  commitment  are  needed 
who  can  hear  Jesus’  words:  “Even  as  you 
have  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren,  you  have  done  it  unto  me.” 

United  Methodists  from  more  than  25 
conferences  have  already  sent  work 
teams,  built  churches,  helped  with  water 
systems.  United  Methodists  are  respect¬ 
ed  on  the  island  and  are  one  of  the  most 
influential  groups. 

On  the  island  of  La  Ganove,  22,000  of 
the  64,000  inhabitants  are  Methodists.  It 
was  the  Haitian  Methodist  Church  that 
insisted  the  new  constitution  be  printed 
in  Creole  as  well  as  French. 

I  would  be  interested  in  hearing  from 
anyone  who  has  concerns  from  their  Hai¬ 
ti  experiences  and  would  be  interested  in 
a  cooperative  corporate  structure  that 
could  be  a  force  for  good  in  this  impover¬ 
ished  country. 

Under  their  new  constitution,  can  we 
help  Haitians  begin  again  with  new 
hope? 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  sharp 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  John  C.  Gingerich  is  pastor 
of  Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Topeka.  Kan.  (Kansas  Ea$t 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275.  ; 


Welcome  to  new  California,  Florida  readers 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

We  should  share  6 wonderful  words  of  life 9 


"You're  the  sweetest  thing  I  ever 
saw!" 

The  source  of  that  statement  wasn’t 
surprising.  Mothers,  after  all,  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  say  things  like  that  to  their  chil¬ 
dren. 

But  the  timing  was  surprising.  My 
mother's  wheelchair  is  only  the  most 
outward  and  visible  sign  of  her  confine¬ 
ment.  Even  more  confining  is  a  mind 
clouded  by  aging. 

Lucidity  and  familiarity  do  break 
through,  though.  The  respite  may  be 
brief,  and  the  mind  may  quickly  return 
the  voice  to  silence,  making  the  mo¬ 
ments  of  clarity  all  the  more  precious. 

When  I  occasionally  stoop  beside  her 
wheelchair  and  softly  sing  "Jesus  loves 
me.  this  I  know.”  encouraging  her  to  sing 


along,  she  and  other  residents  of  the 
nursing  home  smile  in  recognition.  Many 
of  their  generation,  so  nearly  spent, 
know  the  words  and 
the  tune  of  that  old 
favorite,  and  its  mes¬ 
sage  is  deeply  etched 
in  their  hearts. 

A  Bible  teaching  I 
remember  learning 
from  the  woman  to 
whom  I  now  sing 
about  Jesus  is  the  John  Lovelace 
commandment,  "You  shall  not  take  the 
name  of  the  Lord  your  God  in  vain.” 

What  I  as  a  kid  thought  to  be  only  a 
harmless  occasional  epithet— even  a 
"Gosh"— my  mother  heard  as  blasphe¬ 
my. 


The  Ivory  taste  lingers  from  more 
than  one  mouth  washing  with  soap. 

But  the  commandment  she  teaches  me 
most  effectively  during  these  latter 
years  is  “Honor  your  father  and  your 
mother." 

I  don't  know  whether  I  shall  be  re¬ 
warded.  as  the  commandment  goes  on  to 
promise.  "  . . .  that  your  days  may  be 
long  upon  the  land  that  the  Lord  your 
God  is  giving  you.” 

That  doesn't  matter  a  great  deal  at 
this  point. 

What  does  matter  is  taking  every  op¬ 
portunity  both  to  speak  and  to  hear 
"wonderful  words  of  life"  no  matter  how 
predictable  the  source  or  how  surprising 
the  timing. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read¬ 
ers  about  300  member-families  of  Foot¬ 
hills  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Rescue,  California  (California-Nevada 
conference)  and  650  member-families  of 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Fort  Pierce,  Fla.  (Florida  conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 

Agency  Services  is 

.  .  .  your  one-stop  public  relations 
and  communications  studio. 

Agency  Services  can  fill  the  gaps  of 
your  communication  efforts  through 
a  coordinated  program  of 
advertising,  promotion,  and  public 
relations.  Agency  Services  has  the 
manpower,  experience  and 
equipment  to  provide  you  with  full 
printing,  production,  typesetting, 
layout  and  design  services  for  your 
brochures,  calendars,  tabloid 
publications,  magazines,  logos, 
stationery,  etc. 


and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Rescue  and 
Fort  Pierce,  we  say,  “Welcome.”  We 
hope  you  will  find  your  new  church  pa¬ 
per  interesting  and  informative  and  that 
you  will  join  with  other  readers  in  pro¬ 
viding  feedback  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again.  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


"Our  ministry  servicing  your  ministry” 

Contact:  Tom  Gibson  (214)  630-6495 
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Strong  UM  statement  on  rural  crisis 

Rural  Fellowship  to  seek  50,000  signatures  on  resolution  for  presentation 


advocated 

to  General  Conference 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

7  COLUMBUS,  Ohio— Calling  for  a  “Cov¬ 
enant  at  the  Arch’’  in  St.  Louis,  the  United 
Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  issued  a  call 
last  week  for  church  members  to  support 
a  proposed  denominational  statement  on. 
the  farm  crisis. 

.  The  statement  is  to  be  presented  to  the 
1988  General  Conference  at  St.  Louis— 
thus  the  reference  to  "the  arch,”  a  well- 
known  national  park  symbol  on  the  St. 
Louis  riverfront. 

The  UM  Rural  Fellowship,  an  ad  hoc 
caucus,  will  be  seeking  more  than  50,000 
signatures  in  support  of  the  proposed  new 
church  policy  statement  addressing  agri¬ 
culture  and  rural  communities  in  crisis. 

If  adopted,  the  statement  would  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  church’s  Book  of  Resolutions. 

In  addition,  the  group  called  for  a 


churchwide  study  of  rural  ministry  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  four  years  and  for  revival  of 
Rural  Life  Sunday,  a  special  emphasis  on 
farming  and  the  rural  church  typically 
held  on  the  fifth  Sunday  following  Easter. 

'Rural  crisis  is  a  reality' 

"The  rural  crisis  is  a  reality,”  said  the 
Rev.  William  D.  Cotton,  a  district  super¬ 
intendent  from  Creston,  Iowa,  in  an  elec¬ 
trifying  speech. 

“The  hour  for  the  church’s  response  is 
late,”  he  said.  “The  need  for  revitaliza¬ 
tion  in  rural  America  is  desperate.” 

The  agriculture  and  rural  crisis  state¬ 
ment,  drafted  by  farmers  from  each  of 
the  denomination’s  five  regional  jurisdic¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States,  was  endorsed 
during  a  legislative  consultation  of  the 
rural  fellowship  meeting  Aug.  26-28. 

The  statement  by  farmers  and  special 


consultants  was  drafted  following  a  se¬ 
ries  of  hearings  across  the  country  con¬ 
ducted  under  auspices  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

One  farmer,  Naomi  Christensen  of 
Hastings,  Iowa,  underscored  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  document. 

“Not  only  do  I  feel  deep  pain  and  re¬ 
gret  about  loss  of  farming,  but  rural 
communities  are  slipping  away,”  she 
told  the  rural  caucus. 

Mrs.  Christensen  was  among  12  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  delegates  and  an  alternate 
who  attended  the  consultation.  Twenty- 
six  of  the  church’s  annual  conferences 
were  represented  at  the  meeting. 

Effort  mounted  to  gain  attention 

A  major  worry  expressed  during  the 
gathering  was  not  whether  delegates  to 
the  top  UM  legislative  assembly  would 


endorse  the  policy  proposal  but  whether 
the  policy  would  be  seriously  considered 
and  then  implemented  throughout  the  de¬ 
nomination. 

Wanda  Eicher,  a  layperson  from  the  De¬ 
troit  conference,  said,  “Somehow  we  need 
to  lift  it  (the  farm  and  rural  crisis  state¬ 
ment)  up  out  of  the  mire  of  legislation  (to 
be  introduced  at  General  Conference)." 

She  said  a  “groundswell  snowball”  of 
grass-roots  support  would  be  necessary 
to  bring  the  document  to  the  attention  of 
General  Conference  delegates. 

For  that  reason  members  of  the  rural 
caucus  pledged  to  seek  more  than  50,000 
signatures  supporting  the  policy  state¬ 
ment. 

Jaydee  Hanson,  a  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  staff  member,  said  the  state¬ 
ment  would  be  distributed  across  the  de¬ 
nomination  in  the  next  few  weeks. 


The  document  calls  for  a  change  in  cur¬ 
rent  direction  of  federal  farm  policy  to  co¬ 
incide  with  the  church’s  “shalom”  vision- 
described  as  “a  society  perfectly  ordered 
by  Yahweh,  marked  by  love  and  justice.” 

After  reviewing  the  church’s  historical 
identification  with  the  poor  and  the  reali¬ 
ties  of  today's  rural  society,  the  state¬ 
ment  calls  for  government,  banks  and 
the  church  to  change  strategies. 

Government  is  called  on  to  enact  pro¬ 
posals  to  support  small-  and  medium¬ 
sized  family  farms  as  well  as  rural 
communities. 

Lending  agencies  are  asked  to  restruc¬ 
ture  loans  and  establish  more  workable 
financial  policies  for  small  farmers. 

The  church’s  crucial  role  is  to  be  “an 
island  of  resurrection  in  a  sea  of  de¬ 
spair”  and  to  minister  to  rural  families 
and  their  communities  all  caught  in  the 


midst  of  an  economic  and  social  crisis, 
the  statement  says. 

Farmers  are  encouraged  to  continue 
development  of  careful  cultivation  prac¬ 
tices  as  stewards  of  the  land. 

Consultation  participants  studied  pro¬ 
posed  resolutions  from  several  of  the 
church’s  boards  and  agencies  and  sifted 
through  the  proposals  to  determine 
which  ones  they  want  to  support  at  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

Members  of  the  United  Methodist  Ru¬ 
ral  Fellowship  feel  that  few  advocacy 
organizations  have  had  more  success  in 
making  church  policy  than  has  the  rural 
fellowship. 

"The  batting  average  of  the  United 
Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  is  an  envi¬ 
able  one,"  said  the  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux, 
head  of  the  National  Program  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Unseen  world  conies  in  focus  under 


PHOTO  COURTESY  BAYLOR  UNIVERSITY  MEDICAL  CENTER 


Dr.  Kenneth  Foree 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

For  two  weeks  each  year,  a  United 
Methodist  eye  surgeon  brings  miracles 
of  modern  medicine  to  Haiti. 

At  a  small  rural  clinic  in  Petit  Goave, 
Haiti,  Dr.  Kenneth  Foree,  61,  a  member 
of  Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas  and  chief  of  ophthal¬ 
mology  at  Baylor  University  Medical 
Center,  has  surgically  restored  sight  for 
hundreds  of  Haitians  blinded  by  glauco¬ 
ma  and  cataracts. 

For  thousands  more  he  has  brought 
clouded,  blurry  worlds  into  focus  by  fit¬ 
ting  them  with  donated  glasses  and  pro¬ 
viding  medications. 

Dr.  Foree  doesn’t  call  restored  and 
corrected  eyesight  “miracles,”  choosing 
instead  to  say  simply  that  he’s  "got  the 
know-how  and  Haiti  has  the  need.” 

Mother  calls  it  a  miracle 

But  the  mother  of  one  2-year-old  Hai¬ 
tian  girl  might  have  thought  otherwise. 

The  little  girl  was  so  nearsighted  that 
she  could  see  only  four  inches  in  front  of 
her  face. 

After  cautiously  trailing  into  the  clinic 
behind  her  mother,  the  little  girl  was  fit¬ 
ted  with  glasses  that  opened  a  whole 
world  beyond  those  four  inches.  She  hap¬ 
pily  led  her  mother  out  of  the  clinic. 

One  man,  blinded  by  cataracts  for 
years,  walked  out  of  the  clinic  after  sur¬ 
gery.  He  then  sat  on  the  street  curb  for 
hours,  looking  through  his  new  glasses  at 
what  had  been  so  blank  for  so  long. 

Those  kinds  of  miracles  don’t  come 
easily  in  Haiti  where,  according  to  The 
World  Almanac,  per-capita  income  aver¬ 
ages  $300  per  year,  disease  runs  rampant 
and  few  people  live  to  see  their  50th 
birthday. 

Abject  poverty,  a  lack  of  medical  at¬ 
tention  and  intermarriage  within  vil- 


UNWANTED 
AND  UNLOVED! 


How  do  you  tell  a  nine-year-old 
.  ..girl  that  she  is  not  loved — and  not 
even  wanted?  Belinda's  mother 
gave  her  to  relatives  to  raise,  and 
■  they  brought  her  to  the  orphanage 
in  India,  saying,  "We  don't  want 
her."  Does  anybody? 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 

Does  anyone  wish  to  sponsor 
.Belinda,  and  thereby  give  her  a 
chance  in  life?  Or,  there  are  other 
children  in  our  70  Christian  or¬ 
phanages  that  are  waiting  for  help. 
This  is  a  rewarding  project  for  a 
church  group,  as  well  as  for  an  in¬ 
dividual  or  family.  The  cost  is  just 
$13  a  month — less  than  44  cents 
a  day. 

WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC. 

-  will  send  you  full  information  on 
"your"  child,  and  you  can  write 
’  "her/him  if  you  wish.  WCI  is  a  Chris¬ 
tian  organization,  approved  by  the 
U.S.  government,  so  donations  are 
tax  deductible. 

Please  write  today: 


^  I  wish  to  sponsor  o  child  where  the 

j  nood  is  greatest _ 

I  Enclosed  is  payment  lor  first  month 

I 

I  $- - 

I 

I  Kl 


I  Slreot _ . — _  | 

I  Stole  and  Zip _ . _ * 

'  World's  Children,  Inc.  I 

'  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director  ' 

I  P.O.  Box  2979  1 

I  Winter  Haven,  FL  33880  ! 

L _ L 


Lesbian  suspended 
from  UMC  ministry 


By  ANN  GREENE  WHITING 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

DOVER,  N.H.— An  ecclesiastical  trial 
court  Aug.  24  found  the  Rev.  Rose  Mary 
Denman  guilty  of  violating  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  law  that  prohibits  self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals  from 
serving  as  ministers. 

But  the  13-member  jury  composed  of 
ordained  ministers  from  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  Maine  and  Massachusetts  imposed 
on  Ms.  Denman  the  least  severe  of  three 
possible  sentences. 

It  suspended  her  from  “the  exercise  of 
the  functions  of  (ministerial)  office  until 
the  next  regularly  scheduled  executive 
session  of  the  New  Hampshire  Confer¬ 
ence  in  June  1988." 

Expulsion  was  possible 

The  jury  could  have  removed  her  from 
the  ministry  or  expelled  her  from  the 
church,  according  to  the  1984  Book  of 
Discipline,  the  church’s  book  of  law. 

The  one-day  proceeding  was  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  first  trial  of  a  minister  on  a 
charge  of  violating  the  ban  on  openly  gay 
and  lesbian  clergy  adopted  by  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

Bishop  Neil  L.  Irons  (New  Jersey 
Area),  who  presided  over  the  trial,  ad¬ 
monished  all  participants  that  the  only 
issue  on  trial  was  whether  Ms.  Denman 
violated  church  law. 

The  law  to  which  he  referred  states 
that  persons  set  apart  for  the  ordained 
ministry  “are  required  to  maintain  the 
highest  standards  represented  by  the 
practice  of  fidelity  in  marriage  and  celi¬ 
bacy  in  singleness.  Since  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  is  incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching,  self-avowed  homo¬ 
sexuals  are  not  to  be  accepted  as  candi¬ 
dates,  ordained  as  ministers,  or 
appointed  to  serve  in  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.” 

Participants  disagreed  about  how  to 
interpret  the  jury’s  decision. 

Ms.  Denman  and  her  counsel,  the  Rev. 
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John  MacDougall  of  Enfield,  N.H.,  inter¬ 
pret  the  sentence  as  a  victory  of  sorts. 

Ms.  Denman  has  never  denied  that  her 
sexual  relationship  with  another  woman 
places  her  in  violation  of  church  law. 

"The  jury  gave  a  clear  message  that 
the  1988  General  Conference  needs  to 
change  things  in  the  Discipline,”  she 
said.  “I  felt  affirmed  by  the  decision  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  jury  gave  it.” 

No  victory  for  her 

However,  Bishop  George  W.  Bashore 
(Boston  Area),  who  filed  the  charges 
against  Ms.  Denman,  said  he  does  not  in¬ 
terpret  the  sentence  as  a  victory  for  her. 

He  said  he  interprets  the  suspension  to 
mean  that  she  has  “no  ministerial  status.” 

He  said  he  is  adamant  that  if  Ms.  Den¬ 
man  seeks  ministerial  membership  in  the 
Unitarian-Universalist  Association  (UUA), 
a  move  she  says  she  is  making,  her  United 
Methodist  orders  would  not  be  transferred. 

The  Rev.  Janet  Smith-Rushton  of 
South  Walpole,  Mass.,  who  served  as 
chairwoman  of  the  jury,  said  the  trial 
court  attempted  to  express  as  much  sup¬ 
port  for  reconciliation  as  possible. 

"The  penalty  gives  her  time  and  the 
church  time.  We  want  the  whole  church 
to  look  more  seriously  at  the  issue  (of  ho¬ 
mosexuality  and  ministry)  . . .  We  be¬ 
lieved  we  gave  her  the  most  lenient  and 
creative  sentence  possible  ...  We  tried  to 
respond  to  the  fact  that  she  is  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  Discipline,  but  expulsion  was 
not  acceptable,  and  removal  of  her  or¬ 
ders  seemed  too  drastic.” 

Asked  whether  the  verdict  sends  a 
message  to  gay  and  lesbian  clergy  to 
stay  in  the  closet,  Bishop  Bashore  said, 
"The  verdict  says  that  if  you  come  out 
...  the  United  Methodist  Church  will  not 
allow  you  to  be  ministers  if  you  are  prac¬ 
ticing  homosexuals.” 

Ms.  Denman  disclosed  her  lesbianism  to 
Bishop  Bashore  in  1985  while  she  was  on 
leave  of  absence  from  the  active  ministry. 

He  waited  nearly  two  years  before  fil¬ 
ing  charges  against  her,  testifying  at  the 
trial  that  he  wanted  to  give  her  time  to 
decide  her  own  future  in  ministry.  When 
she  requested  in  April  1987  that  her  leave 
be  extended  until  November,  when  she 
hopes  to  affiliate  with  the  UUA,  her  re¬ 
quest  was  denied  by  the  New  Hampshire 
Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

At  that  point  Bishop  Bashore  filed  the 
charges. 

Ms.  Denman,  who  graduated  from  Bar¬ 
rington  (R.I.)  College  and  Bangor  (Maine) 
Theological  Seminary,  has  a  private 
counseling  practice  with  gays  and  lesbi¬ 
ans  in  Portland,  Maine.  She  is  divorced 
and  the  mother  of  a  19-year-old  son. 


this  volunteer  missionary’s  hands 


lages  are  chief  reasons  Haitians  are  so 
plagued  with  eye  problems,  Dr.  Foree 
explained. 

"Five  dollars  that  could  buy  eye  drops 
for  a  glaucoma  patient  will  buy  a  lot  of 
food  instead,”  he  lamented.  That’s  why 
he  takes  as  many  as  20  or  30  boxes  of  do¬ 
nated  supplies  on  his  semiannual  one- 
week  trips  to  Haiti. 

Most  of  the  1,500  pairs  of  glasses  dis¬ 
tributed  on  each  trip  are  donated  from 
the  Lions  Club  International  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  churches,  he  said.  Equipment  and 
medications  are  usually  donated  from 
medical  supply  companies.  Two  years 
ago,  a  Dallas  optical  company  heard 
about  the  mission  efforts  and  donated 
15,000  frames  and  30,000  lenses. 

Trips  began  11  years  ago 

Dr.  Foree  has  been  making  the  mis¬ 
sion  trips  with  several  other  eye  doctors, 
opticians  and  nurses  from  the  Dallas 
area  for  the  past  11  years  through  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  Highland  Park  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  Unlike  Dr.  Foree, 
most  members  of  this  medical  mission 
team  are  not  members  of  Highland 
Park,  although  most  attend  other 
churches. 

“Highland  Park  wanted  to  do  more 


than  just  send  money  to  missions,”  said 
the  Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Dickson,  senior  as¬ 
sociate  pastor.  “It’s  a  magnificent  exam¬ 
ple  of  people  caring  for  people  because 
we  are  cared  for  by  God.” 

Dr.  Dickson  said  that  Dr.  Foree’s  ef¬ 
forts  have  been  “an  excellent  example” 
of  Christian  service. 

“Ken  closes  his  office  twice  a  year  to 
go  to  Haiti,"  Dr.  Dickson  said.  “If  you 
ask  him  why,  he’ll  say,  ‘I’ve  got  patients 
(in  Haiti)  to  see  about.’  He  cares  just  as 
much  about  patients  who  walk  in  bare¬ 
footed  to  see  him  in  Haiti  as  he  does  the 
ones  that  drive  up  in  their  limousines 
here  in  Dallas.” 

Dr.  Foree  works  at  a  small  clinic  at  La 
Hatte,  a  Methodist  mission  at  Petit 
Goave,  40  miles  west  of  the  Haitian  capi¬ 
tal  of  Port-au-Prince.  The  medical  team 
stays  in  dormitories  at  the  mission,  doing 
their  own  cooking  and  washing. 

Too  busy  to  worry  about  eating 

Parishioners  from  Highland  Park  have 
offered  to  go  on  the  trips  to  do  the  cook¬ 
ing,  washing,  etc.,  but  Dr.  Foree  says  he 
just  takes  medical  personnel. 

“I’ve  heard  about  some  (mission) 
groups  that  go  down  and  work  half  a  day 


and  swim  half  a  day,”  he  said.  “But  we 
can’t  take  off  when  people  have  walked 
10  miles  to  get  help.” 

Two  hundred  people  line  up  every  day 
outside  the  gates  of  the  mission  to  re¬ 
ceive  eye  care. 

Dr.  Foree  recalled  a  young  woman 
who  walked  10  miles  to  have  someone  re¬ 
move  a  foreign  object  that  had  been 
lodged  in  her  eye  for  six  months. 

After  the  operation.  Dr.  Foree  tried  to 
get  the  woman  to  spend  the  night  at  the 
clinic,  but  she  refused  because  she  had 
left  her  breast-fed  baby  in  the  village  10 
miles  away.  She  walked  home  that  night 
and  back  the  next  morning  And  then 
again  a  third  day. 

He  remembered  another  cataract  pa¬ 
tient  who  had  been  treated  and  given  a 
pair  of  glasses  on  a  previous  trip.  But  be¬ 
tween  visits  by  the  mission  team,  one 
lens  had  fallen  out  of  the  frame.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  temple  had  broken,  and  the  nose 
pads  had  been  lost. 

Determined  to  keep  on  seeing,  the  old 
man  tied  the  remaining  lens  and  temple 
to  a  fishing  string  and  hooked  it  around 
his  head  until  the  doctors  returned  to  fit 
him  with  a  new  pair. 

"You  can't  turn  away  from  people  like 
that,"  said  Dr.  Foree. 


means  partnership 


‘Rainbow’ 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

For  Pennsylvania  United  Method¬ 
ists,  it  is  a  map  of  Alaska  over-print¬ 
ed  with  the  words:  “Plant  A  Seed." 

In  Alaska,  members  of  the  newly 
formed  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church  near  Juneau  call  it  "The 
Rainbow  Connection.” 

By  whatever  name,  the  unusual 
mission  partnership  between  the  124 
churches  of  the  Lewisburg  District 
of  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference  and  Aldersgate  UMC  in 
the  Mendenhall  Valley  of  southeast 
Alaska  is  a  particularly  satisfying 
one  for  church  officials. 

For  the  Rev.  Warren  L.  Baugh¬ 
man  Jr.,  Lewisburg  District  superin¬ 
tendent,  his  district’s  three-year, 
$150,000  pledge  to  support  Alders¬ 
gate  UMC  is  the  embodiment  of  a  vi¬ 
sion  he  first  glimpsed  at  a 
church-growth  consultation  far  re¬ 
moved  from  Alaska  — in  Puerto 
Rico. 

For  the  Rev.  W.  James  Cowell, 
evangelism  staff  member  at  UM 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  the 
partnership  is  one  of  the  outstanding 
projects  to  be  spawned  by  that  spe¬ 
cial  focus  on  congregational  devel¬ 
opment  more  than  two  years  ago. 

"At  that  consultation,”  Mr.  Cowell 
recalled.  “Dr.  Ezra  Earl  Jones  (head 
of  the  United  Methodist  board)  chal¬ 
lenged  people  to  ‘endeavor  to  work 
for  the  creation  of  two  new  commu¬ 
nities  of  faith.’  ” 

Do  mission  ‘somewhere’ 

Mr.  Baughman  took  the  idea 
home  to  ministers  in  his  district, 
urging  them  to  consider  assuming 
"direct  responsibility  for  creating  a 


mission  somewhere  in  the  world,” 
Mr.  Cowell  said. 

The  project  excited  Lewisburg 
District  ministers,  who  took  it  to  the 
district  council  on  ministries,  where 
it  received  another  enthusiastic  re¬ 
sponse  and  was  adopted  as  a  major 
program  emphasis. 

All  that  remained  was  for  the  dis¬ 
trict  to  find  the  mission  field  ready 
for  the  planting.  Mr.  Baughman 
touched  base  with  Dr.  Jones,  who 
had  just  come  back  from  Alaska. 

“He  told  us  that  there  were  some 
opportunities  there,”  the  Lewisburg 
district  superintendent  said,  “and  I 
got  in  touch  with  Bishop  [Calvin  D  ] 
McConnell  [Portland,  Ore.,  Area] 
and  [Alaska  Missionary  Conference 
Superintendent]  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett." 

The  trio  identified  the  Mendenhall 
Valley  near  Juneau  in  lower  Alaska 
as  the  mission  field  and  the  Alders¬ 
gate  fellowship  as  the  promising 
“seed”  to  be  nurtured. 

Unrelated  to  the  eventual  Penn- 
sylvania-Alaska  connection,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  volunteers-in-mission 
team  from  California,  surveying  the 
Mendenhall  Valley,  had  found  100 
homes  where  residents  expressed  an 
interest  in  participating  in  a  new 
United  Methodist  congregation. 

“The  closest  existing  United 
Methodist  church  was  on  Douglas  Is¬ 
land,  across  the  bay  from  downtown 
Juneau,”  Mr.  Cowell  said. 

Bishop  McConnell,  whose  episco¬ 
pal  area  includes  the  Alaska  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference,  took  a  slide 
show  about  the  Aldersgate  work 
across  country  to  the  Lewisburg 
District  and  got  "an  immediate  re¬ 
sponse  (of)  special  monetary  gifts,” 
Mr.  Baughman  said. 


Some  churches  gave  portions  of 
their  “Christmas  Bazaar”  proceeds, 
he  said.  Others  took  special  offer¬ 
ings.  Yet  others  appropriated  funds 
from  various  sources  to  demon¬ 
strate  their  support  for  the  Alders- 
project  One  person  gave 
$25,000 

The  project  eventually  became 
part  of  the  denomination's  second- 
mile  General  Advance  Special  giv¬ 
ing  program  (No.  931319-7,  The 
Aldersgate  Church  — Mendenhall 
Valley),  and  the  Plant  A  Seed  logo 
was  designed. 

Royal  welcome  in  Juneau 

In  July  1986  three  pastors  and 
eight  laypeople  from  the  Lewisburg 
District  went  to  Juneau  and  got  “a 
royal  welcome”  from  the  folks  who 
later  chartered  the  new  congrega¬ 
tion  that  fall,  Mr.  Baughman  said. 

“We  wanted  immediate,  first¬ 
hand,  personal,  on-the-scenes  con¬ 
tact,”  Mr  Baughman  said.  "It  was 
our  way  of  building  the  connection, 
of  saying  We’re  directly,  immedi¬ 
ately,  personally  involved.’  ” 

The  Lewisburg  District  is  more 
than  half  way  to  its  $150,000  goal, 
said  Mary  Lou  Hollett,  treasurer  of 
the  Alaska  Missionary  Conference. 

More  than  $90,000  has  been  con¬ 
tributed  through  Aug.  11,  Mr  Baug- 
man  said. 

“The  beauty  of  it  is  that  it  enables 
a  lot  of  small  churches — the  bulk  of 
our  district— to  work  together  to  do 
something  very  significant,”  Mr. 
Baughman  said 

He  told  the  Reporter  last  week 
that  92  of  the  district’s  124  churches 
had  contributed  to  the  appeal  for  the 
Alaska  church. 

And  four  from  Aldersgate  trav¬ 
eled  to  Pennsylvania  early  this  sum¬ 
mer  to  say.  “Thanks”  for  that 
support. 

Sharon  Cooper,  an  Aldersgate 
member,  told  the  Pennsylvanians, 
“We  all  look  forward  to  the  chal¬ 
lenge  that  Gpd  has  laid  before  us. 
We  pray  that  we  may  work  in  part¬ 
nership  to  reach  out  in  every  direc¬ 
tion  to  help  to  ^continue  to  build  this 
new  and  exciting  church.” 

Study  grows  into  church 

Ms.  Cooper  has  seen  a  Bible  study 
group  in  her  home  grow  into  a  con¬ 
gregation  of  80  ‘worshiping  at  a 
nearby  school  gymnasium 
The  Rev.  John  Campbell,  pastor 
of  the  Alaskan  congregation,  told 
members  of  Lewisburg  District 
churches  that  their  generous  gifts 
had  not  only  helped  get  the  church 
started  but  had  made  the  newly 
formed  Aldersgate  UMC  congrega¬ 
tion  "very  mission-minded.” 

Members  of  the  new  church  ac¬ 
tively  support  "The  Glojy  Hole,”  a 
place  for  the  homeless  in  Juneau, 
along  with  other  outreach  projects, 
he  said.  In  all,  the  new  congregation 
is  spending  $6,000  on  its  own  mission 
efforts— extending  the  rainbow  or, 
in  the  language  of  their  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  friends,  planting  a  seed  of  their 
own. 


PHOTO  BY  GERALD  WAGNER 


JUNEAU,  Alaska— The  Rev.  John  Campbell  uses  “Harold,”  his  pup¬ 
pet  friend,  to  talk  with  Sharon  Cooper  about  the  history  of  their  Alas¬ 
kan  United  Methodist  congregation.  Mrs.  Cooper  founded  the  Bible 
study  group  which  led  to  formation  of  the  church,  now  linked  via  a 
“Rainbow  Connection”  with  the  Lewisburg  District  in  the  Central 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference. 
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What  is  ministry? 

Panel  studying  history,  structure  wants  more  time 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO — A  group  given  a  four-year 
mandate  in  1984  to  study  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  understanding  of  ministry  wants  un¬ 
til  1992  to  complete  its  assignment. 

The  Commission  for  the  Study  of  Minis¬ 
try  met  Aug.  28-29  for  the  last  time  prior 
to  the  General  Conference  April  26-May 
6,  1988.  The  1988  policymaking  body  will 
receive  the  report  and  decide  whether  to 
extend  the  commission’s  life. 

Similar  study  commissions  established 
by  General  Conferences  since  1968  have 
been  disbanded  after  their  four-year 
terms  were  completed. 

The  commission  wants  its  53-page  re¬ 
port  titled  "The  Church  and  Its  Ministry” 
to  be  “commended”  to  the  church  for 
study  and  response  during  the  1989-92 
quadrennium. 

The  report  gives  a  theological  and  his¬ 
torical  overview  of  ministry  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  tradition  and  proposes  the 
adoption  of  a  permanent  order  of  deacon 
as  another  category  of  “full”  ordination 
alongside  the  category  of  elder. 

Painstaking  care  given 

Although  the  31 -member  commission  is 
not  recommending  that  the  report  be  in¬ 
cluded  as  church  law  in  the  1988  Book  of 
Discipline,  members  showed  a  keen 


awareness  of  the  document’s  potential  for 
controversy  and  the  need  for  the  church 
to  “take  its  time”  to  study  the  report  and 
consider  its  possible  implications. 

Commission  member  the  Rev.  Gerald 
Moede  of  Princeton,  N.J.,  explained  why 
the  commission  needs  additional  time. 

"After  wrestling  for  four  years,  we 
(the  commission)  are  finally  reaching 
some  basic  agreement  about  ministry 
and  how  it  should  be  understood  for  the 
future  mission  of  our  church,”  Dr.  Moede 
said.  Dr.  Moede  is  general  secretary  of 
the  Consultation  on  Church  Union,  an  ec¬ 
umenical  body  leading  discussions 
among  nine  American  denominations,  in¬ 
cluding  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

“Now  we  need  time  to  reflect  upon 
what  legislation  is  needed  to  give  it 
form.  That’s  precision  work  that  takes 
time,”  Dr.  Moede  added. 

To  critics  who  contend  four  years  is 
enough,  commission  member  Rena  Yo- 
kom  of  Prairie  Village,  Kans.,  said,  “If 
you  study  church  history,  we  mark 
change  by  the  century. 

“Change  in  the  church  comes  slowly. 
Our  task  is  to  help  the  church  come  to  a 
new  consensus  about  ministry.  That’s  not 
just  something  you  can  vote  up  or  down,” 
Ms.  Yokom  said. 

Among  items  needing  further  study, 
according  to  numerous  commission 


members,  is  the  proposal  to  create  a  per¬ 
manent  order  of  deacon  for  people  called 
by  God  to  be  in  “ministries  of  service, 
witness  and  practice.” 

Deacons  would  be  a  “visible  remind¬ 
er”  to  the  church  of  “why”  and  “how” 
the  church  should  be  engaged  in  outreach 
and  service  to  others,  the  report  states. 

Among  other  responsibilities,  deacons 
would  be  “care-givers,”  “advocates”  for 
justice,  "evangelists,”  and  “teachers,” 
the  report  states. 

According  to  the  study  commission’s 
proposal,  the  new  category  of  ordained 
deacon  would  contrast  with  the  order  of 
elder.  The  latter  category  would  be  re¬ 
served  for  people  called  to  a  "serving 
ministry  of  Word,  sacrament  and  order,” 
primarily  as  preachers,  teachers  and 
pastors  serving  a  local  church. 

The  report  states  that  deacons,  unlike 
elders,  would  not  be  guaranteed  an  ap¬ 
pointment  nor  would  they  be  required  to 
itinerate  (move  from  place  to  place  at 
the  direction  of  a  bishop). 

Current  and  longstanding  United 
Methodist  practice  recognizes  the  cate¬ 
gory  of  deacon  only  as  an  interim  step 
toward  “full”  ordination  as  elder. 

United  Methodist  policy  also  recognizes 
a  non-ordained  category  of  “diaconal 
ministry”  for  laypeople  “called  out  and 
set  apart  for  service  in  the  world”  (1984 
Book  of  Discipline,  paragraphs  301-311). 

Answer  to  critics 

Ms.  Yokom,  a  diaconal  minister,  said 
that  the  proposal  for  a  permanent  order 
of  deacon  “is  not  just  an  exercise  to  or¬ 
dain  diaconal  ministers,”  as  some  critics 
have  charged. 

“What  we’re  proposing  comes  as  part 
of  an  overall  effort  to  renew  the  minis¬ 
try,”  Ms.  Yokom  said. 

“This  is  an  issue  in  other  churches  as 
well.  We’re  at  a  point  of  neo-reformation 
in  the  church  when  we’re  changing  what 
we  expect  out  of  our  ministry.  The  ques¬ 
tion  is,  how  can  we  best  structure  minis¬ 
try  for  the  21st  century?”  she  added. 

As  mandated  by  the  1984  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  report  of  the  Commission 
for  the  Study  of  the  Ministry  and  its  rec¬ 
ommendation  for  continuation  must  be 
forwarded  to  the  Council  of  Bishops  by 
Oct.  1  for  transmittal  to  the  1988  General 
Conference. 


Scarritt  given  new  options 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Trustees  of  UM-related  Scarritt 
Graduate  School  will  get  the  chance 
later  this  month  to  reconsider  the 
future  of  the  Nashville  institution. 

The  25-member  board  is  to  decide 
Sept.  30  whether  it  still  wants  to 
move  Scarritt’s  Christian  education 
and  church  music  programs  to  Duke 
Divinity  School  at  Durham,  N.C.,  or 
keep  the  school  open  in  Nashville. 

Scarritt  trustees  had  voted  Feb. 
14  to  sell  the  campus  and  use  the 
revenue  for  such  a  center  at  Duke 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  20). 

New  options  emerged  from  an  Aug. 
27  meeting  of  officials  from  Scarritt 
and  from  three  agencies  representing 
the  denomination’s  ownership  inter¬ 


ests  in  the  95-year-old  school— the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  and  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

One  choice  facing  Scarritt  trust¬ 
ees  is  to  sell  the  10.5-acre  campus  in 
Nashville  to  the  Women’s  Division 
for  a  price  to  be  negotiated.  The 
school  could  then  combine  the  sale 
proceeds  with  its  current  $4-million 
endowment  and  operate  a  Scarritt 
Center  for  Christian  Education, 
Church  Music  and  Mission  at  Duke. 

Or  Scarritt  trustees  could  become 
partners  with  the  Women’s  Division, 
reconsider  Scarritt’s  educational 
mission  and  continue  operating  an 
educational  institution  in  Nashville. 


SARAGOSA,  Texas  Children  in  this  tornado-devastated  town  play  on  some  of  their  area’s  first  playground 
equipment,  purchased  with  United  Methodist  funds  and  installed  on  two  steaming-hot  mid-August  days  by 
United  Methodist  volunteers.  photo  by  larry  castillo-wilson 

Tornado-torn  town  gets  playground 


Special  to  the  Reporter 
SARAGOSA,  Texas— This  tiny 
town,  which  almost  lost  its  life  to  a 
tornado  in  May,  has  a  new  play¬ 
ground— its  first— thanks  to  22  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  volunteers  who  installed 
it  in  110-degree  August  heat. 

The  Rev.  Larry  Castillo-Wilson, 
pastor  of  nearby  Fort  Davis  United 
Methodist  Church,  explained: 

“In  the  initial  relief  planning  it 
was  felt  that  much  was  being 
planned  by  other  groups  to  help 
adults  but  that  little  had  been 
planned  to  help  children  reaffirm 
the  goodness  and  ongoingness  of  life. 
Consequently,  $6,000  worth  of  play¬ 
ground  equipment  was  ordered  out 
of  Methodist  relief  funds.” 

Mr.  Castillo-Wilson  said  play¬ 
ground  construction  volunteers 
came  from  three  churches  in  the 
Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference  and 
two  in  the  New  Mexico  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  Saragosa,  a  predominantly 


Roman  Catholic  town,  had  no  United 
Methodist  residents. 

Installation  of  the  playground  is 
one  of  three  approaches  United 
Methodists  have  followed  in  helping 
the  town  rebuild. 

First,  said  Mr.  Castillo-Wilson,  was 
a  summer  recreation  and  counseling 
program  directed  by  two  interns, 
Mark  and  Tim  Gomez.  Their  mother, 
the  Rev.  Frances  Gomez,  is  a  UM 
pastor  at  San  Mateo  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Amarillo,  Texas. 

Second  is  United  Methodist  par¬ 
ticipation  in  Saragosa  Area  Inter- 
faith.  The  interdenominational  task 
force  was  organized  on  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  Church  World  Service, 
the  National  Council  of  Churches- 
related  relief  organization. 

Mr.  Castillo-Wilson  said  the  inter- 
faith  group  has  addressed  needs  of 
disaster  victims  “that  fell  outside 
the  guidelines  of  the  Red  Cross  and 
federal  government  agencies.” 


For  instance,  federal  agencies 
brought  in  mobile  trailers  for  tem¬ 
porary  housing;  Saragosa  Area  In¬ 
terfaith  bought  28  air  conditioners 
to  make  the  trailers  livable.  And 
when  homes  are  rebuilt  in  Saragosa, 
the  air  conditioners  will  be  moved  to 
them,  he  added. 

Mr.  Castillo-Wilson  chairs  Sara¬ 
gosa  Area  Interfaith.  The  treasurer 
is  a  United  Methodist  laywoman, 
Sharon  Lippe.  Balmorhea  United 
Methodist  Church,  of  which  she  is  a 
member,  is  the  one  closest  to  Sara¬ 
gosa— seven  miles. 

Mr.  Castillo-Wilson  said  Ms.  Lippe 
has  been  particularly  valuable  be¬ 
cause  "she  grew  up  in  the  area  and 
knows  personally  most  of  the  disas¬ 
ter  victims.” 

He  added,  “She  has  known  what 
local  officials  to  go  to  to  get  things 
done  and  has  provided  most  of  the 
leg  work  for  the  United  Methodist 
and  interfaith  efforts.” 


Strong  spirit  found  in  Mozambique  despite  civil  war,  famine 


By  JAMES  OWEN 

MAPUTO,  Mozambique — The  spirit 
and  determination  of  United  Methodism 
in  the  beleaguered  southern  African  na¬ 
tion  of  Mozambique  remains  strong  in 
spite  of  a  protracted  civil  war  and  fam¬ 
ine  that  have  gripped  this  country  of  14 
million,  according  to  Bishop  Roy  Sano 
(Denver  Area). 

Bishop  Sano, 

■president  of  the 
General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries 
World  Division,  led 
a  delegation  from 
the  two  confer¬ 
ences  of  his  area. 

Rocky  Mountain 
and  Yellowstone,  to 
show  support  and 
-concern  for  Mozambique’s  39,000  United 
Methodists. 

-  The  group  carried  seeds  and  medical 
•supplies  with  them  to  help  Mozambican 
Methodist  mission  stations  badly  ham¬ 
pered  by  severe  shortages  of  basic  items. 


Bishop  Roy  Sano 


More  help  announced 

v-  Thanks  to  a  Denver  Area-wide  drive, 
the  U.S.  delegation  also  announced  in  the 
Mozambican  capital  of  Maputo  that  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  dollars  worth  of  seeds  and 
pther  medical  equipment  are  being 
shipped  to  Mozambique. 

“The  lack  of  health  care  in  Mozam¬ 
bique  has  been  appalling,”  said  Bishop 
Sano,  whose  group’s  10-day  tour  included 


a  visit  to  the  historic  Methodist  mission 
hospital  in  Chicuque. 

Some  weeks  before  the  United  Meth¬ 
odists  arrived,  more  than  400  Mozambi¬ 
can  civilians  were  massacred  by  rebel 
forces,  more  commonly  known  as  “ban¬ 
dits.”  The  “bandits”  seek  to  overthrow 
the  government  that  toppled  Mozam¬ 
bique’s  Portuguese  colonial  rulers  in 
1975. 

The  massacre  occurred  not  far  from 
Chicuque  Hospital,  and  Bishop  Sano’s 
group  during  its  visit  there  interviewed 
some  survivors  of  the  bandits’  savagery. 

As  a  result  of  12  years  of  civil  war,  at 
least  one  third  of  Mozambique’s  popula¬ 
tion  has  been  dislocated — many  as  refu¬ 
gees  in  their  own  country,  others  in 
surrounding  countries. 

"Many  Mozambicans,  particularly  in 
the  north  where  the  rebel  forces  are  con¬ 
centrated,  have  not  slept  in  their  homes 
for  months,”  observed  Bishop  Sano. 

“They  sleep  in  the  bush  and  are  often 
joined  there  in  the  evenings  by  others  who 
have  managed  to  stay  in  their  homes. 
Most  importantly,  many  Methodist  pas¬ 
tors  have  continued  to  stay  with  them, 
providing  a  desperately  needed  ministry 
in  the  face  of  considerable  danger.” 

Thriving  denomination  found 

During  their  Mozambican  stay,  the 
Denver  Area  group  visited  Methodist 
congregations  and  discovered  a  thriving, 
growing  denomination.  Chronic  lack  of 
church  building  space  and  lack  of  money 


for  pastors’  salaries  and  equipment  are 
primary  obstacles,  according  to  Mozam¬ 
bican  church  leaders. 

One  bright  spot  is  construction  of  a 
church  for  the  Chamanculo  congregation, 
Maputo’s  largest.  Support  from  the  United 
Methodist  Africa  Church  Growth  and  De¬ 
velopment  Fund,  administered  by  the 
World  Division  which  Bishop  Sano  chairs, 
is  bolstering  that  construction  effort. 

The  Denver  Area  group  found  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Mozambique  is 
addressing  many  critical  national  problems 
while  it  confronts  its  own  difficulties. 

Project  provides  farming  skills 

One  project  is  an  agricultural  demon¬ 
stration  program  in  Maputo  providing 
Mozambicans  with  skills  in  farming  and 
animal  husbandry. 

Cemudri,  as  the  project  is  known,  em¬ 
phasizes  use  of  locally  available,  simple 
technologies  that  can  empower  Mozam¬ 
bicans  to  feed  themselves  and,  planners 
hope,  stem  the  tide  of  rural  dwellers  into 
the  cities  in  search  of  food. 

“Cemudri  is  an  especially  inspiring 
project  because  it  seeks  to  help  ensure 
the  people’s  survival,”  said  Bishop  Sano, 
who  visited  the  project. 

“When  a  family  of  20  can  feed  itself  on 
just  two  acres  as  a  result  of  lessons 
taught  on  the  farm  project,  that  is  a 
blessing  for  the  people.” 

The  Cemudri  project  has  received  sub¬ 
stantial  funding  from  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief,  as  well  as 
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RATES  51  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
525  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
510  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
pruved  in  advance. _ 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  5145  week.  5450  four 
-  weeks  Winter  availability  Clayton  Calhoun. 
Drawer  1138.  Wavnesville.  NC  28786  (704)  627- 
6067.  627-9507 _ 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  'he  United  Meth¬ 
odist  insigne  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  2  inch 
square  aluminum  in  black,  silver  gold,  or  bronze 
The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyurethane  paint 
,  on  '*  inch  aluminum  Custom  sizes  available. 
Mounting  brackets  included  Inquire  of  Cross  and 
Flame  Insigne.  Suite  280  World  Trade  Center.  San 
.  Francisco.  CA  9411 1  or  call  (707 I 538-5325. 
..SOFTWARE  FOR  THE  CHRISTIAN  HOME  Pul 
your  PC  to  work  for  Jesus.  For  free  flyer,  write 
'Christian  Software.  1112  NW  First  Street.  Roches- 
tcr  MN  55901 _ 

•STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS  CREATED  BY  your 
own  laitv'  SGAA  accredited  instructor  will  travel  to 
coordinate,  instruct,  and  supervise  window  projects 
bv  Lav  Groups.  Contact  Rebecca  Claar.  710  W  9th. 
Gillette.  WY  82716.  phone  (307)  686-1059 _ 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
anv  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808. 
Fulton,  TX  78358 _ 

COMPREHEND  THE  MYSTERIES  General  Con- 
'fcrence  Seminar  St.  Louis,  direct  observation,  dai- 
P.ly  briefings,  leadership  roundtables  Write  or  call 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  Continuing  Education 
'(214)692-2251 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS-1  Worship  at  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Classes:  9:30  a  m 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. _ 

/YOUTH  DIRECTOR  ASSISTANT  PASTOR- 

'Evangelical  church  with  membership  of  1.200 
seeking  an  individual  to  direct  growing  youth  pro¬ 
gram  and  assist  pastor  (70'-  youth-30'"-  ’  pastoral). 
Job  description  available  Salary  522.000-524.000 
Send  resume  to  James  Williams.  Lake  Shore  Unil- 
d  Methdodist  Church.  2246  Blanding  Blvd.. 
acksonville.  FL  32210. 


FREE  OFFICIAL  DIRECTORY  National  Associ¬ 
ation  United  Methodist  Evangelists,  also  Holy 
Land  tour  brochure  January  17-27.  1988  (51.280) 
Write  evangelist  Jack  Grav.  1212  Josev  Lane  3375. 
Carrollton.  TX  75006 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  San  An¬ 
gelo.  Texas,  seeks  a  certified  director  of  Christian 
education  1.300  members  in  downtown  area  of 
80.000-population  city  Active  lav  leadership,  full 
program  for  all  ages,  musical  skills  desired,  but 
not  essential  Mail  resume,  references,  and  salary 
desired  37  E.  Beauregard.  San  Angelo.  Texas  or 
call  (915)  655-8981  _ 

TELEVISION  CONSULTANTS.  INC  -16  years  ex¬ 
perience  specializing  in  custom  design  and  instal¬ 
lation  of  equipment  5825  Youree.  Shreveport.  La. 
71105  or  call  (318)  226-8776  Ask  for  Jack  Easter- 
wood _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  position 
available  at  2.400-member  First  UMC.  Odessa.  TX. 
Program  includes  choirs  for  all  ages,  vocal  ensem¬ 
bles,  handbells,  church  orchestra  Experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  salary  negotiable  Resumes  to:  Rev. 
Charles  N.  Crutchfield.  First  UMC.  415  N  Lee. 
Odessa  TX  79761 _ 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  ministries 
for  dynamic  suburban  Central  Florida  church  In¬ 
volves  full  range  of  responsibilities  in  youth  minis¬ 
try  to  grades  6-12  Bachelor's  degree  in  Christian 
education  or  equivalent  degree  in  youth-related 
field  required.  Three  to  five  years  of  full-time  em¬ 
ployment  in  youth  ministry  preferred.  Salary  low 
to  mid  20's  Submit  resume  immediately  to  San- 
lando  United  Methodist  Church.  1890  West  State 
Road  434.  Longwood.  FL  32750 
DIRECTOR  OF  COMMUNITY  CENTER  needed  to 
provide  administrative  leadership  for  a  United 
Methodist-related  multi-service  community  social 
service  agency  Full-time  position  Salary  negotiable 
depending  on  experience.  Starting  date  in  mid-Octo¬ 
ber  Send  resume  to  Search  Committee.  Nome  Com¬ 
munity  Center.  P.O.  Box  98.  Nome.  Alaska  99762 


COMPUTER  RADIO  SHACK  TRS  80  Model  4.  2 
disc  drive,  complete  with  long  carriage  printer, 
extra  diskettes  diskette  case.  Super  Scripsit  and 
Profile  III.  TRSDOS.  and  manuals— ready  to  use. 
and  2  boxes  of  computer  paper  Asking  5800.  nego¬ 
tiable  Contact  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Avon  Park  FL.  (813)  453-3759  or  Mrs  Derkman. 
1813)453-4117 _ _ 

DIRECTOR  OR  ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  sought  for  3.700-member  church  in 
Southern  Oklahoma  Send  letter  of  inquiry  and  re¬ 
sume  to  Dr  Argus  J  Hamilton.  Jr.  Box  1632.  Ard¬ 
more.  OK  73402. 


9-DAY  HOLY  LAND  TOUR  51.098  Leaving  New 
York  March  25.  1988  Optional  extension  to  Egypt 
Rev  Danny  E  Morris  and  Gilbert  Solley  invite  you 
for  this  inspirational  experience  Brochure  write 
Trinitv  UMC.  3200  Manatee  Ave.  W  .  Bradenton. 
FL  34205  (813)747-3704 


FIRST  UMC  SEEKS  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  with 
skills  in  youth  work  and  education.  Must  be  cre¬ 
ative  and  resourceful.  Full-time  Send  inquiries 
and  resumes  to  PPRC.  First  UMC.  725  W  Ninth 
Avenue.  Anchorage,  AK  99501 _ 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Business  Manager— ac¬ 
counting  degree,  five  years  management  experi¬ 
ence.  computer  capability  preferred.  Red  Bird 
Mission.  Beverly.  KY  40913  (606)  337-3300. _ 

ORGANIST  CHOIR  MASTER.  1. 400-member 
church,  growing  edge  NW  Houston  Direct  and  or 
supervise  adult  choir,  adult  bells,  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren's  choirs  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to 
Gail  DiGeronimo.  Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church.  11330  Louetta.  Houston.  TX  77070. _ 

FOR  A  BOOK  ABOUT  DISABILITY  experience, 
author  parent  would  like  to  hear  from  persons 
with  disabilities  or  families.  Please  share  opin¬ 
ions  stories:  answer  questions  about  education 
medicine  discrimination  or  other  Write  Nancv  O 
Wilson.  PO  Box  63.  Cuyahoga  Falls.  OH  44222-0063. 
CAMP  ASSISTANT  MANAGER-Methodist  As¬ 
sembly  in  Sacramento  Mountains  Permanent.  12- 
month  position  with  lodging.  '  .•  meals,  other 
benefits  For  application  contact  Dave  North.  SMA 
Box  188.  Sacramento.  New  Mexico  88347.  Deadline 
October  9,  1987  (505)687-3414 _ 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN  Coun¬ 
selors— Members  receive  2  quarterly  publications 
and  certificate  Write:  Dr  Joseph  Dunn.  AACC.  PO 
Box  55712,  Jackson.  MS  39216  (601)  981-2180. _ 

STOLES  THE  UNIQUE  HAND-WOVEN,  multi¬ 
color  stoles  of  Santiago  Atitlan.  Guatemala.  Litur¬ 
gical  colors,  too  Ideal  Christmas  gift  for  vour 
pastor  or  clergy  spouse  Send  no  money,  shipped 
on  approval.  530  00  plus  52  50  shipping  Double 
Mission  Outreach  Route  2.  Murphysboro.  IL  62966 
or  phone  (618)  684-3890.  evenings  too,  keep  trying 

LAUNCH  OUT  INTO  THE  DEEP,  the  powerful 
testimony  of  l'M  Evangelist  Mark  Rutland  New 
from  Bristol  Books,  this  compelling  story  of  God's 
work  through  His  Holy  Spirit  calls  all  contempo¬ 
rary  Christians  to  follow  Jesus  out  into  the  deep.' 
Qualitv  soft  bound  57  95  1-800-451 -READ:  Box  150. 
Wilmore  KY  40390 _ 

THE  PROBLEM  OF  PLURALISM  by  Jerry  L. 
Walls  First  comprehensive  look  at  pluralism  as 
UM  theological  principle  ''  Straight  answers  to 
key  questions  What  is  pluralism-1  Was  Wesley  plu¬ 
ralistic0  Is  pluralism  philosophically  coherent0 
What  does  pluralism  do  to  church  authority?  For 
all  clergy  and  active  laypersons,  'must''  reading 
on  crucial  issue  facing  1988  General  Conference 
Hardbound.  59  95  Order  from  Good  News  1-800- 
451  READ:  Box  150.  Wilmore.  KY  40390 


additional  support  from  the  Africa 
Church  Growth  and  Development  Fund. 

During  their  stay  in  Maputo,  Denver 
Area  visitors  also  participated  in  official 
welcoming  ceremonies  for  two  new  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionary  families  who 
have  taken  up  posts  in  the  country:  The 


Rev.  Glen  Rowley  and  Darla  Rowley  and 
daughter,  Chandra,  of  Ames,  Okla.,  and 
Tim  and  Carol  Crawford  and  daughter, 
Abigail,  from  Greenboro,  Ala. 

The  two  new  missionary  couples  are 
the  first  missionaries  stationed  in  Mo¬ 
zambique  since  the  end  of  the  colonial 


the  church  today 


UM  Communications  Council 
for  Texas,  New  Mexico  revised 

DALLAS  (UMR)— The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications  Council  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  operating  under  a  new 
constitution  ratified  earlier  this  year  by 
the  seven  annual  conferences  in  those 
states,  organized  and  elected  officers 
Aug.  27. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  (Houston  Area) 
was  elected  chairman.  Vice  chairman  is 
the  Rev.  Prenza  Woods  of  the  Southwest 
Texas  conference,  and  secretary  is  Mrs. 
Hazel  Mickelson  of  Santa  Fe,  N.M. 

In  addition  to  its  broadly  defined  com¬ 
munications  responsibilities,  the  Com¬ 
munications  Council  is  the  parent  entity 
of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  with 
responsibility  to  elect  the  chair  of  the 
UMR’s  Governing  Board. 

Elected  was  the  Rev.  Lycurgus  M. 
Starkey,  pastor  of  Missouri  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Columbia,  Mo.  (Missouri 
East  conference).  He  will  succeed  the 
Rev.  Don  Sperber  of  Golden,  Colo.  (Rocky 
Mountain  conference)  in  November. 

The  UMR  Governing  Board  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  making  policy  and  overseeing 
the  newspaper’s  operations.  It  is  made 
up  of  representatives  from  all  confer¬ 
ences  that  publish  editions  of  either  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  or  the  United 
Methodist  Review,  including  the  seven 
“owner”  conferences  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico. 

Interim  executive  takes  over 
at  Church  and  Society  board 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— Dr.  W.  Astor 
Kirk  became  interim  general  secretary 
of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  effective  Sept.  1 

Dr.  Kirk,  a  staff  member  of  the  prede¬ 
cessor  Methodist  Board  of  Christian  So¬ 
cial  Concerns  in  the  1960s,  succeeds 
Haviland  Houston.  Dr.  Houston  began  a 
study  leave  Sept.  1  and  will  end  her  five- 
year  tenure  as  the  board’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive  Dec.  31. 

Dr.  Kirk,  64,  is  a  private  management 
consultant  and  has  been  an  elected  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Church  and  Society  board 
since  1980. 

Korean- American  superintendent 
appointed  to  develop  new  churches 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— The  Rev. 
Poong  Ro  Cha,  57,  pastor  of  Mid-Hudson 
Korean  United  Methodist  Church,  Pough¬ 
keepsie,  N.Y.,  has  been  appointed  the 
first  “mission  superintendent”  for  a  new 
denominational  effort  to  enable  congre¬ 
gational  development  among  Korean 
Americans. 

Mr.  Cha  will  begin  his  new  assignment 
Oct.  1  in  the  Eastern  Seaboard  Korean 
Provisional  Mission,  which  includes  the 


Boston,  Washington,  Philadelphia,  New 
York  and  New  Jersey  episcopal  areas. 

A  “mission”  is  a  network  of  Korean- 
American  pastors,  congregations  and 
church  leaders. 


Older  adults  form  association 
in  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— An  associ¬ 
ation  for  older  adults  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  was 
formed  last  month  after  completion  of  a 
three-year  study  on  needs  of  older  adults 
in  the  church. 

Membership  will  be  open  to  any  per¬ 
son  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  age 
55  or  older.  The  annual  fee  will  be  $5. 

United  Methodists  start  first 
Urdu,  Punjabi-speaking  church 

PHILADELPHIA  (UMNS)— Hope 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  first  Urdu  and  Punjabi-speaking 
congregation  is  one  of  only  three 
churches  in  the  United  States  serving  an 
Indo-Pakistani  congregation. 

The  congregation  has  no  building  of  its 
own  but  worships  at  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Philadelphia.  Orga¬ 
nized  in  1985,  the  congregation  >s  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  model  for  future  outreach 
projects  by  Judy  Kelfstrom,  coordinator 
of  communications  for  the  conference. 

British  Methodist  Church  elects 
first  woman  district  ‘chairman’ 

PORTSMOUTH,  England  (UMR)— The 
British  Methodist  Church  elected  its  first 
woman  district  chairman— a  position 
similar  to  district  superintendent  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church— at  its  recent 
annual  conference  in  Portsmouth. 

The  Rev.  Kathleen  Richardson,  a  for¬ 
mer  deaconness  and  Christian  educator, 
received  her  seminary  training  at  Wes¬ 
ley  House  in  Cambridge. 


era  in  1975.  They  will  join  the  last  mis¬ 
sionary  of  the  colonial  era,  Mary  Jean 
Tennant,  who  has  been  in  Mozambique 
since  1949  and  will  retire  next  summer. 

James  Owen  is  a  free-lance  writer  pn 
assignment  in  Africa  for  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Pensions  board 
completes  sale 
of  disputed  stock 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Pensions  in  early  August 
completed  the  sale  of  $27.6  million  of 
stock  in  seven  U.S.  corporations  involved 
in  South  Africa. 

The  divestment  was  ordered  by  the 
pensions  agency’s  directors  in  July  as 
part  of  stepped-up  efforts  to  combat 
apartheid. 

The  seven  had  not  become  signatories 
of  the  Sullivan  Principles  by  the  July  9 
date  specified  by  the  directors,  accordi¬ 
ng  to  the  Rev.  Allen  M.  Mayes,  director 
of  corporate  relations  and  social  con¬ 
cerns  for  the  Board  of  Pensions. 

The  corporations  and  the  amounts  di¬ 
vested,  are:  Arvin  Industries,  $1,074,443; 
Clark  Equipment,  $224,187;  Echlin  Inc., 
$8,464,750;  Lubrizol  Corp.,  $356,037;  Paci- 
ficorp,  $2,690,625;  Schlumberger, 
$14,650,980,  and  Timken  Co.,  $172,900. 

Dr.  Mayes  said  the  divestment  leaves 
the  pensions  board  with  holdings  in  57 
companies  that  have  not  indicated  any 
intention  to  leave  South  Africa.  These  in¬ 
vestments  amount  to  $283.9  million,  or 
about  10  percent  of  the  board’s  total 
portfolio  at  market. 


The 
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Professionally  written 
software  for 
church  management. 


•  Runs  on  IBM-PC  or  compatible  computers 
•  Demonstration  Disks  available 

ttpfBtd  Computer  Systems.  Inc. 


INFORMATION? 

Sharing  information  is  a  major  function  in  the  church.  United  Methodists 
need  to  be  informed.  Leaders  need  to  know  what  is  happening  in  the  confer¬ 
ence.  Visitors  and  prospective  members  need  to  be  aware  of  local  church  ac¬ 
tivities.  Everyone  needs  an  awareness  of  global  religious  news. 

With  you r  news  as  the  front  page  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  you’ll 
find  the  information  everyone  is  looking  for  located  in  one  neat,  informative 
issue.  We  are  eager  to  assist  you.  Think  of  us  as  your  information  center. 

Contact:  Bill  Bailey,  or  Don  Mohlstrom,  The  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275.  214/630-6495. 
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6 religious  test’ 


‘ Forgotten  Founding  Father’  wrote  Article  6  regarding  public  office 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Following  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  in  a  series  on  religious  aspects  of  the 
U.S.  Constitution  in  this  bicentennial  year 
of  the  document  adopted  by  the  Constitu¬ 
tional  Convention  on  Sept.  17, 1787. 

By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON-He  is  called  the  for¬ 
gotten  Founding  Father  who  authored 
the  largely  forgotten  clause  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 

But  in  this  bicentennial  year  of  the 
U.S.  Constitution,  Charles  Pinckney  and 
his  clause  barring  the  imposition  of  any 
"religious  test"  for  public  office  are 
gaining  new  attention.  Pinckney’s  contri¬ 
bution  is  winning  belated  recognition  for 
not  only  its  historical  significance  but  its 
relevance  to  many  of  today’s  conflicts 
over  religion  and  politics. 

In  Charleston,  S.C.,  where  Pinckney 
lived  and  is  buried  in  a  downtown  Angli¬ 
can  churchyard,  civic  and  political  lead¬ 
ers  are  leading  celebrations  of  his 
legacy. 

Author  widely  influential 

Born  in  1757,  Pinckney  was  a  popular 
South  Carolina  politician  who  served  as 
governor  and  U.S.  senator  and  spoke  out 


frequently  in  defense  of  religious  liberty. 
As  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Con¬ 
vention,  his  influence  went  beyond  reli¬ 
gion  and  covered  other  matters  dealing 
with  the  form  of  the  new  government. 

Nationally,  many  now  see  Pinckney’s 
no-religious-test  requirement  as  raising 
important  questions  at  a  time  when  the 
personal  religious  beliefs  of  candidates 
for  elected  office  are  once  again  becoming 
an  issue.  During  the  1986  political  sea¬ 
son,  disputes  emerged  as  to  whether 
drives  to  elect  only  born-again  Christians 
violated  the  spirit  of  the  clause. 

Article  6  of  the  U.S.  Constitution 
states,  in  part,  “No  religious  test  shall 
ever  be  required  as  a  qualification  to  any 
office  or  public  trust  under  the  United 
States.”  It  was  a  radical  statement  for  a 
time  when  all  of  the  states  had  laws  for¬ 
bidding  anyone  but  a  Protestant  from 
holding  public  office. 

It  was  also  the  only  substantive  refer¬ 
ence  to  religion  in  the  original  Constitu¬ 
tion,  adopted  in  Philadelphia  on  Sept.  17, 
1787,  and  thus  the  first  affirmation  of  re¬ 
ligious  liberty  by  the  new  nation. 

The  related  guarantee  of  free  exercise 
of  religion  and  ban  on  government  estab¬ 
lishment  of  religion  did  not  come  until 


“No  religious  test  shall 
ever  be  required  as  a 
qualification  to  any  office 
or  public  trust  under  the 
United  States.” 

— Article  6, 

U.S.  Constitution 


five  years  later,  in  the  First  Amendment 
to  the  Constitution. 

Article  6  set  the  key  precedent  for 
states  to  abolish  their  own  religious  tests 
for  public  office.  Like  other  provisions  in 
the  Constitution,  Article  6  applied  only  to 
the  federal  government  at  the  time. 

"The  prohibition  of  religious  tests  has 
an  importance  that  the  overwhelming 
concentration  on  the  First  Amendment 
has  tended  to  obscure,”  the  noted  reli¬ 
gion  scholar  William  Lee  Miller  writes  in 
‘‘The  First  Liberty,”  published  by  Alfred 
A.  Knopf. 

He  points  out,  for  example,  that  candi¬ 
date  John  F.  Kennedy,  in  his  speech  to 


6 Detectives9  spotted  Pinckney’s  role 


From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— It  took  some  scholar¬ 
ly  detective  work  to  uncover  the  extent 
of  Charles  Pinckney’s  role  in  framing  the 
U.S.  Constitution. 

As  a  South  Carolina  delegate  to  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1787,  Pinck¬ 
ney  authored  Article  6  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  which  proscribes  any  religious  test 
for  holding  public  office  (see  related  arti¬ 
cle).  He  also  advanced  other  ideas  that 
became  part  of  the  Constitution. 

But  Pinckney  and  his  contributions 
have  fallen  into  anonymity,  a  fate  per¬ 
haps  explained  best  by  a  complicated 
quirk  of  history  that  also  demonstrates 
that  some  of  the  founders  were  not  above 
engineering  slight  revisions  of  the  record 
to  fit  their  personal  ends. 

In  their  widely  acclaimed  book,  “Deci¬ 
sion  in  Philadelphia:  The  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1787”  (Random  House), 
James  Lincoln  Collier  and  his  brother 
Christopher  tell  of  how  Pinckney  was  de¬ 
spised  by  the  more  illustrious  founding 
fathers,  especially  James  Madison. 

In  his  day,  the  authors  report,  Pinck¬ 
ney  foreshadowed  the  coming  wave  of 
pushy,  power-seeking  politicians  who  so 
disturbed  gentlemen  lawmakers  like 
Madison. 

"Charles  Pinckney  was  just  the  sort  of 
man  James  Madison  would  hate.  Pinck¬ 
ney  was  assertive,  a  womanizer,  vain. 
Madison  was  unassertive,  shy  wiih  wom¬ 
en,  modest,"  the  authors  write.  "Madison 


loathed  him." 

Within  a  month  after  the  close  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  on  Sept.  17, 
1787,  Madison  and  George  Washington 
were  exchanging  letters  in  which  they 
shared  their  contempt  for  what  they 
called  Pinckney’s  “appetite  for  expected 
praise”  and  his  unwillingness  "to  lose 
any  fame  that  can  be  acquired  by  the 
publication  of  his  sentiments.” 

At  some  point  after  Pinckney’s  death 
in  1824,  Madison  and  his  supporters 
moved  to  discredit  Pinckney’s  role  at  the 
convention.  Their  target  was  the  "Pinck¬ 
ney  Plan,”  a  proposal  he  made  to  the 
Philadelphia  convention.  Pinckney  had 
made  a  draft  of  the  proposal  available  to 
others  following  the  convention. 

Ever  suspicious  of  the  Carolinian, 
Madison  reportedly  hinted  that  Pinckney 
had  falsified  the  draft  afterwards  to 
make  it  more  closely  resemble  the  Con¬ 
stitution  in  its  final  form.  This  was 
enough  to  seal  Pinckney’s  fate  as  one  of 
the  least-remembered  founders.  One  sub¬ 
sequent  historian  described  him  as  a 
“sponger  and  plagiarist.” 

But  since  then,  according  to  the  Col¬ 
liers,  scholarly  investigations  have  led  to 
a  consensus  that  Pinckney  “had  indeed 
written  a  comprehensive  plan  of  govern¬ 
ment  . . .  and  that  a  great  deal  of  it  had 
found  its  way  into  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.” 

Drawn  from  the  Pinckney  plan  were 
the  concept  of  the  president’s  annual 


§tj 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

CHARLESTON,  S.C.-Charles 
Pinckney  is  called  the  forgotten 
Founding  Father,  even  though  he 
authored  Article  6  of  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
stitution  barring  any  “religious 
test”  for  public  office.  He  was  popu¬ 
lar  with  voters,  but  James  Madison 
disliked  him  intensely. 

State  of  the  Union  address,  the  idea  that 
the  president  should  be  commander  in 
chief  of  the  military  and  other  proposals. 
He  is  also  considered  an  originator  of  the 
notion  of  “Americanism"— that  America 
is  different  from  any  other  place  on 
earth  and  should  shape  its  own  destiny. 


Protestant  ministers  in  Houston  in  the 
fall  of  1960,  “could  refer  to  the  prohibi¬ 
tion  of  religious  tests  in  Article  6  as  a 
constitutional  foundation  for  rejecting 
the  implications  of  the  views  many  of 
them  held  about  a  Roman  Catholic  in  the 
White  House.” 

The  new  interest  in  Pinckney’s  article 
is  not  purely  out  of  love  for  historical  un¬ 
derstanding.  Advocates  of  a  strict  sepa¬ 
ration  of  church  and  state  hope  that 
renewed  attention  to  it  will  help  in  their 
fight  against  increased  mixing  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  electoral  politics. 

Separationists  have  deplored  what 
they  see  as  a  trend  in  recent  years  to¬ 
ward  public  questioning  of  candidates’ 
religious  beliefs.  As  examples,  they  cite 
the  suspicions  raised  in  1976  about  Jim¬ 
my  Carter  because  of  his  born-again 
Christian  commitment,  as  well  as  the 
1984  presidential  contest  during  which 
both  President  Reagan  and  Democrat 
Walter  Mondale  were  asked  in  a  nation¬ 
ally  televised  debate  whether  they  were 
evangelicals. 

Critics  oppose  tactics 

But  more  directly  at  odds  with  the 
spirit  of  Article  6,  according  to  the  crit¬ 
ics,  have  been  some  tactics  of  the  conser¬ 
vative  Christian  movement  known  as  the 
religious  right.  They  point  to  incidents 
during  the  1986  elections  when  several 
professed  born-again  Congressional  can¬ 
didates,  especially  those  running  against 
Jews,  emphasized  the  need  to  "send  a 
Christian"  to  Washington. 

Also  stirring  debate  have  been  limited 
attempts  by  fundamentalist  activists  to 
have  candidates  sign  statements  affirm¬ 
ing  adherence  to  the  Christian  faith. 

The  past  few  election  years  have  also 
seen  a  proliferation  of  questionnaires 
asking  candidates  if  they  accept  Jesus  as 
their  saviour  and  a  literal  interpretation 
of  the  Bible.  The  liberal  People  for  the 
American  Way  has  charged  that  such  ac¬ 
tivities  “clearly  impose  a  religious  test 
for  public  office.” 

In  their  counter-attack,  conservative 
Christian  leaders  have  argued  that  Arti¬ 
cle  6  was  never  intended  to  keep  citizens 
from  seeking  to  put  like-minded  reli¬ 
gious  believers  in  public  office.  The  con¬ 
servative  lobby  Christian  Voice  has 
labeled  the  separationist  criticism  a 
“crude  attack  on  the  right  of  Christians 
to  inject  their  views  into  the  political 
arena." 

Crude  or  not,  the  Washington-based 
Americans  United  for  Separation  of 
Church  and  State  plans  to  hold  a  national 
gathering  in  late  September  devoted  to 
the  theme  of  “no  religion  test”  for  elec¬ 
tive  office.  Calling  him  the  Constitution’s 
“forgotten  hero,”  separationists  are  pre¬ 
dicting  that  Pinckney  will  rise  from  ob¬ 
scurity  and  figure  in  the  anticipated 
religion-and-politics  debate  during  the 
1988  elections. 


‘Can  you  really  do 
this  stuff  in  church ?9 


UM  youth 
vote  down 
move  idea 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

MONTGOMERY,  Ala.  — A  pro¬ 
posed  realignment  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  organization  for  advocating 
youth  concerns  failed  to  win  en¬ 
dorsement  from  a  national  assem- 
^  bly  of  the  church’s  youth  recently. 

T  A  four-year  study  committee  rec¬ 
ommended  in  March  that  the  Na¬ 
tional  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
(NYMO)  operate  on  advocacy  issues 
under  auspices  of  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  (GCOM)  rather  than 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  as 
at  present. 

Denominational  programming  for 
youth  would  remain  with  the  disci¬ 
pleship  board. 

The  approximately  150  voting 
members  of  the  biennial  NYMO  con¬ 
vocation  said  they  prefer  that  the 
organization  remain  accountable  to 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
but  with  strengthened  ties  to  GCOM 
and  to  other  agencies  of  the  church. 

Structures  for  youth  ministry  in 
the  9.2  million-member  denomina¬ 
tion  have  been  a  subject  of  contro¬ 
versy  for  a  number  of  years. 

Some  youth  and  their  backers 
have  pushed  for  more  control  for 
the  youth  in  staffing  and  administra¬ 
tive  decisions  and  a  less  "parental" 
role  by  the  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship. 

Some  Discipleship  directors,  on 
the  other  hand,  have  wanted  clearer 
lines  of  accountability  for  the  orga¬ 
nization. 

The  1984  General  Conference  or¬ 
dered  the  study  committee  to  try  to 
resolve  the  differences. 

Kathy  Kandeler  of  Dallas,  chair¬ 
woman  of  the  NYMO  steering  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  past  year,  said  she 
was  surprised  at  the  vote  to  stay 
with  Discipleship. 

She  said  she  believes  the  action 
indicates  “some  of  the  conflicts  with 
Discipleship  have  been  resolved  and 
*  that  there  has  been  more  agreement 
.  than  before." 

The  Rev.  Jim  Beal  of  Batesville, 
Ark.,  chairman  of  the  study  commit¬ 
tee,  told  a  reporter  that  he  has  no 
problem  with  NYMO’s  remaining 
accountable  to  Discipleship. 

"Our  committee  has  tried  from 
the  beginning  to  work  out  the  most 
effective  model  for  youth  ministry," 
he  said. 


Young  mission 
volunteers  end 
training  stint 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— A  few  words  penned 
on  a  postcard  provided  a  challenge  for 
the  18  young  adults  oriented  recently  in 
Washington  for  two  years  of  United 
Methodist  mission  service  in  the  United 
States,  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  Virgin  Is¬ 
lands. 

Written  by  a  friend  and  shared  by  one 
of  the  “US-2s,”  the  message  was:  “Go  in 
search  of  your  people.  Love  them.  Learn 
from  them.  Plan  with  them.  Serve 
them.” 

The  US-2  program,  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  National  Di¬ 
vision,  is  designed  for  persons  seeking  to 
use  their  skills  and  training  in  a  mission 
setting  for  two  years. 

Speaking  for  many  participants,  Diane 
Barnhart,  24,  San  Jose,  Calif.,  said  the 
call  to  serve  God  was  the  motivation  for 
her  call  to  serve  people. 

“I  want  to  serve  God.  That’s  why  I  be¬ 
came  a  missionary,”  she  said.  "God  is 
everything  to  me.” 

In  remarks  to  the  group,  the  Rev. 
Rene  0.  Bideaux,  associate  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
stressed  the  role  of  a  missionary  as  a 
representative  of  the  whole  denomina¬ 
tion. 

“People  expect  you  to  know  every¬ 
thing  about  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  the  general  church,”  he  said. 

Urging  them  not  to  become  bogged 
down  in  minor  problems  and  difficulties, 
he  challenged  them  to  think  comprehen¬ 
sively  and  relate  themselves  to  a  larger 
agenda. 

The  two-week  orientation  and  training 
sessions  included  worship,  Bible  study, 
and  involvement  in  urban  ministries  and 
community  organizing  including  door-to- 
door  canvassing  on  housing  issues. 

Subjects  explored  included  urban  hun¬ 
ger  and  homelessness;  racism,  sexism 
and  classism;  human  sexuality;  econom¬ 
ic  analysis;  the  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles  and  legislative  processes. 


|  Poem  of  the  week  | 

Fires  Of  Faith 

With  prayer  I  stretch 
the  muscles  of  belief. 

However  simply  I  might  speak 
the  words  will  count  no  less  — 
they  tell  God  of  my  wants, 
my  deepest  needs  —  my  thanks. 

The  love  I  bring  to  Him  is  given  back 
in  fuel  to  feed  the  hidden  fires  of  my 
faith. 

-  VIVIAN  M.  LOKEN 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.-At  Knox¬ 
ville’s  Wesley  Foundation  building, 
70  adults  practiced  sign  language  to 
the  song  “Ease  on  Down  the  Road” 
from  “The  Wiz.” 

In  a  smaller  room,  children  wear¬ 
ing  white  sock  puppets  on  their 
hands  learned  to  throw  their  voices 
out  of  corners  and  around  rooms. 

In  a  dormitory  basement,  a  class 
made  up  primarily  of  women 
mimed  opening  doors,  leaves  in 
windstorms  and  wheelbarrows. 

Somewhere  on  the  University  of 
Tennessee  campus,  liturgical  danc¬ 
ers  practiced  arabesques  for  that 
evening’s  worship  service.  As  one 
teen  participant  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  national  convocation  on  music, 
worship  and  arts  marveled,  "Can  you 
really  do  this  stuff  in  church?”  Yep. 

So  said  about  900  musicians,  min¬ 
isters,  dancers  and  other  creative 
people  from  local  United  Methodist 
churches  across  the  country  who 
gathered  Aug.  3-8  for  the  biennial 
meeting  of  the  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and 
other  Arts. 

Members  share  talents 

An  institution  since  1954,  the  fel¬ 
lowship  is  an  arena  for  Christian 
artists,  musicians  and  raconteurs  to 
share  their  talents. 

A  jewel  of  the  1987  meeting  was 
David  Parker,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  who 
founded  and  directs  “Break¬ 
through,"  a  troupe  that  performs 
music  in  sign  language. 

Mr.  Parker  had  more  than  100 
people  a  day  in  his  signing  classes, 
which  provided  a  crash  course  in 
manual  communications. 

His  preferred  method  of  teach¬ 
ing?  A  comic  falsetto  voice,  wild, 
freewheeling  motion  and  music. 

Mr.  Parker,  who  also  served  at 
the  worship  events  as  interpreter 
for  persons  who  are  deaf,  began  one 
class  by  teaching  them  to  sign  while 
bopping  to  “Ease  on  Down  the 
Road,”  then  moved  to  the  placid 
“  Dear  Father,  We  Dream”  from 
“Jonathan  Livingston  Seagull.” 

At  a  late-night  coffee  house,  he 
and  30  persons  from  his  classes 
signed  “Day  by  Day.” 

"You  can  use  signing  with  dance 
or  with  mime,  because  it  also  is  a 
beautiful  form  of  expression,"  he 
said  in  an  interview.  "It’s  not  only 


what  you  say,  but  how  you  say  it.” 

Praise  God  by  movement 

Another  artist,  the  Rev.  Jacquie 
Walker  Mishoe,  told  her  class  as 
they  limbered  up  that  she  saw  her 
penchant  for  mime  as  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  dance,  theater  and  praise. 

She  titled  her  sessions  “Miming 
God’s  Business”  and  explained  how 
she  first  learned  mime  to  put  life  in 
church  liturgy. 

“I’ve  always  been  interested  in 
dramatic  interpretation  of  the  gos¬ 
pel,”  said  Ms.  Mishoe,  associate 
minister  at  St.  Stephen  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Charlotte,  N.C. 

“I  didn’t  realize  that  you  could 
praise  God  or  celebrate  the  faith 
with  anything  other  than  words. 
Then  one  day  I  found  myself  moving 
my  body  and  discovered  that  that 
was  my  prayer.” 

Evening  worship  services  com¬ 
bined  signing,  mime,  dance  and  pup¬ 
pet  shows  as  examples  of  how 
pastors,  liturgists  and  musicians 
could  spice  up  Sunday  services  and 
get  everyone  in  the  act. 

Sharon  Newman,  puppeteer  and 
teacher  from  Bloomfield  Hills, 
Mich.,  spent  time  teaching  adults 
and  kids  to  make  and  use  puppets 
for  worship.  At  one  evening  service 
for  the  whole  convocation,  she  and 
her  teen  participants  had  a  parade 
of  giant  puppets  representing  Chris¬ 
tian  martyrs  such  as  Archbishop  Os¬ 
car  Romero  of  El  Salvador. 

Puppetry— usually  considered 
just  a  pleasant  diversion  for  chil¬ 
dren— suddenly  became  a  powerful 
visual  medium,  telling  the  stories  of 
those  who  had  died  for  the  sake  of 
their  Christian  witness. 

Tradition  gets  new  twists 

While  more  avant-garde  trends  in 
worship  were  focal  points  for  many 
conference  participants,  traditional 
elements  of  worship  were  demon¬ 
strated  with  some  new  twists. 

Dan  Stokes,  church  musician 
from  Nashville,  admonished  nearly 
200  people,  mostly  musicians,  to 
take  risks  in  order  to  beef  up  con¬ 
gregational  singing. 

“The  way  a  church  sings  leaves  a 
lasting  impression  on  visitors,”  Mr. 
Stokes  said.  "You  have  to  invite  the 
congregation  to  sing,  not  just  loudly, 
but  with  gusto  in  a  way  that  enables 
worship  to  happen.” 
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Christmas  card  sales  help  literacy  work  j 

NEW  YORK  — "The  Madonna  Rejoices”  by  the  Pakistani  artist  Bashir 
ud-Din  Siddiqi  is  the  1987  Christmas  card  offered  by  Intermedia,  an  interna¬ 
tional  Christian  ministry  for  communication  and  adult  basic  education.  The 
card’s  text  reads,  “And  your  child  .  .  .  will  give  light  to  those  who  sit  in  dark¬ 
ness.”  Inquiries  may  be  addressed  to  Intermedia,  National  Council  of 
Churches,  Room  670,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115. 


Second  ‘retirement’  trip 
takes  her  back  to  China 


By  GAIL  V.  COULSON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Retirement  villages  of¬ 
fer  a  variety  of  experiences  but  not 
enough  risk,  at  least  not  for  74-year-old 
Arba  Herr. 

She  will  return  to  the  People's  Repub¬ 
lic  of  China  this  fall  for  her  second 
teaching  assignment  since  her  retire¬ 
ment  nearly  10  years  ago. 

“I  read  that  we  need  to  ‘explore  and 
change,  experience  and  risk  in  order  to 
live  fully,’  ”  she  said  when  asked  why  she 
is  going  back.  “This  sums  up  my  idea  of 
the  Christian  faith.” 

Faith  ‘more  active’  with  people 

Ms.  Herr,  who  retired  from  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  in  1978,  where 
she  wrote  and  edited  children’s  curricu¬ 
lum,  said  she  feels  she  has  a  "more  active" 
faith  when  she  is  with  people  “who  are  not 
of  the  same  persuasion.  They  have  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  way  you  live,  what  makes  you 
tick,  why  you  are  sharing  with  them.  Shar¬ 
ing  is  part  of  my  life.” 

Following  her  retirement,  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  sent  her  to  Liberia 
to  edit  and  teach  in  the  College  of  West 
Africa  in  Monrovia. 

In  preparation  for  this  year’s  assign¬ 
ment  to  teach  English  at  Nanjing  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Posts  and  Telecommunications  in 
Jiangsu  Province,  she  toned  up  her  mus¬ 
cles  by  leading  a  tour  of  Tibet. 

Then  she  stopped  in  Hong  Kong  to 
study  the  Chinese  language,  even  though 
such  study  was  not  required.  She  said  she 
believed  that  by  doing  so,  she  would  gain 
appreciation  of  her  future  struggle  to 
learn  a  new  language. 

In  August  Ms.  Herr  joined  91  teachers 
(half  from  the  United  States)  attending 
an  Amity  Teacher  Orientation  in  Nanj¬ 
ing,  China,  after  learning  of  the  program 
through  United  Methodist  and  National 
Council  of  Churches’  China  programs. 


She  said  of  her  first  term,  when  she 
was  part  of  the  initial  group  of  22  foreign 
teachers  the  Amity  Foundation  brougnt 
to  China  in  1985,  "I  enjoyed  teaching  in 
China  because  the  people  welcomed  me." 

The  foundation,  created  on  the  initia¬ 
tive  of  Chinese  Christians,  promotes 
health,  education  and  social  service  pro¬ 
jects  in  China. 

People  welcomed  her 

"I  was  the  first  and  only  foreign  teacher 
at  the  Jiangsu  Agricultural  College  in  the 
small  city  of  Yangzhou,”  Ms.  Herr  said. 

'  Faculty,  administrators  and  students  saw 
to  it  that  I  was  not  lonely  and  gave  mea 
special  and  noisy  73rd  birthday  party  with 
three  cakes  and  firecrackers.” 

Back  home,  she  studied  teaching  En¬ 
glish  as  a  second  language  and  took  sum¬ 
mer  tours  to  China,  making  four  trips 
before  she  signed  on  to  teach  there. 

Of  her  first  teaching  experience,  she 
said:  “It  was  most  gratifying  when  stu¬ 
dents  stopped  translating  from  Chinese 
and  began  thinking  in  English  and  giving 
answers  “off  the  cuff.’  ” 

She  also  enjoyed,  she  said,  planning 
and  celebrating  U.S.  holidays  such  as 
Halloween,  Easter  and  Christmas. 

Students  wanted  to  know  what  was 
done  for  children  at  such  times. 

"At  Christmas  I  had  a  nativity  sceneici 
my  living  room  and  a  Christmas  tree  and 
Santa  Claus  in  the  classroom.  At  Easter 
we  painted  eggs.  The  precision  with 
which  Chinese  students  painted  scenes  on 
eggs  was  amazing,”  she  said.  “They 
taught  me  that  eggs  and  rabbits  were 
signs  of  spring  in  ancient  China." 

Her  most  frustrating  experience  was 
trying  to  persuade  teachers  to  try  ncffr 
methods.  “They  wanted  to  know  new 
techniques  but  were  too  steeped  in  thSe 
lecture  method  to  experiment,”  she  saidi 

Gail  Coulson  is  China  liaison  for  the  (Jnil- 
od  Methodist  Church  based  in  Hong  Kong  • 


History  of  Hymns 

Friend’s  new  melody  quickly 
inspired  ‘Blessed  Assurance’ 


Blessed  assurance,  Jesus  is  mine! 

O  what  a  foretaste  of  glory  divine! 
Heir  of  salvation,  purchase  of  God, 
Born  of  his  spirit,  washed  in  his 
blood. 

This  is  my  story,  this  is  my  song, 
Praising  my  Savior  all  the  day  long. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Fanny  Crosby  was  visiting  in  the  home 
of  her  good  friend  Phoebe  Knapp  one  af¬ 
ternoon  in  1873.  Phoebe  Knapp  shared 
with  her  a  new  melody  she  had  written 
and  said,  “Fanny,  what  does  that  melody 
say  to  you?” 

Without  a  moment’s  hesitation,  Fanny 
replied,  “Blessed  assurance,  Jesus  is 
mine!" 

Fanny  Crosby’s  poetic  mind  quickly 
pursued  this  thought,  and  soon  the  three 
stanzas  and  refrain  were  completed. 

Blind  from  birth,  Crosby  was  a  most 
prolific  poet.  Her  output  of  gospel  song 
texts  numbered  more  than  8,000. 

In  spite  of  her  blindness,  she  lived  a  vig¬ 
orous  life.  She  had  learned  to  read  Braille 
at  an  early  age,  but  playing  the  harp  and 
guitar  made  callouses  on  her  finger  tips 
that  made  Braille  reading  difficult. 

Many  distinguished  leaders  on  the  na¬ 


tional  scene  were  her  friends.  PresiderJt 
Grover  Cleveland,  as  a  young  mad, 
worked  as  a  bookkeeper  at  the  New  York 
Institution  for  the  Blind  where  Fann^ 
Crosby  taught.  They  remained  good 
friends  in  later  years. 

She  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  na¬ 
tion’s  capital.  When  she  read  a  poem  to 
the  United  States  Senate  in  session,  ha\f 
ing  been  invited  to  do  so,  hers  was  the 
first  woman’s  voice  to  be  heard  publicly 
in  the  Senate  chamber.  She  died  in  1915> 
at  age  95. 

Phoebe  Knapp,  daughter  of  Method^ 
evangelist  Walter  Palmer,  became  the 
bride  of  Joseph  Fairchild  Knapp  at  ag£ 
16  Knapp,  a  successful  business  and  p<£ 
litical  leader,  founded  the  Metropolitan 
Life  Insurance  Co.  ’ 

Mrs.  Knapp  was  a  talented  musician,  4 
composer  and  a  singer  of  extraordinary 
ability.  She  entertained  graciously  in  bef 
elegant  apartment  in  New  York  City’S 
Hotel  Savoy,  in  which  a  large  pipe  organ 
had  been  installed. 

“Blessed  Assurance,’”  the  combined 
efforts  of  two  extraordinary  women,  re^ 
mains  a  favorite. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Lead.  Kindly  Light "  . 
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Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board,  Inc. 

101  College  Blvd. 

Pineville,  LA.  71360 
(318)473-8682 

Rev.  James  L.  Adams,  Executive  Director 


September  is  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Month 


This  page  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  these  three  bishops,  who  gave  in¬ 
valuable  support  to  this  unique  ministry.  What  is  pictured  here  are  covers  to 


brochures  used  in  the  past.  In  1974,  we  had  only  16  homes  in  the  Conference. 
Today,  there  are  42  homes,  40  of  which  are  owned  by  the  Conference  and  two 


are  retired  ministers’  homes  owned  by  churches. 


There  is  no  lovelier  or  more  personal  gift  than  that  of  providing  for  those  who 
have  rendered  signal  service  through  the  years,  and  who  now  have  earned  a  blessed 
and  dignified  retirement.  The  Louisiana  Conference  has  expressed  its  conscience 
and  its  faith,  as  well  as  its  love,  for  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  and  their  spouses,  by 
seeking  to  provide  as  many  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  as  possible.  I  hope  you  will 
join  in  this  Conference  effort  to  provide  even  more  facilities  for  this  very  important 
and  gracious  program.  I  heartily  commend  the  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board  in 
its  effort,  and  am  pleased  to  have  spoken  this  word  on  their  behalf. 

Finis  Crutchfield 


There  are  many  things  about  the  Louisiana  Conference  that  are  distinctive  and 
unique.  The  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Program  is  certainly  in  this  category.  I  do 
not  know  of  any  Annual  Conference  in  this  section  of  the  church  that  is  doing  what 
this  conference  is  in  this  important  relationship.  It  is  thrilling  to  know  that  in  this 
state  we  now  have  21  homes  and  one  six-unit  apartment  complex  available  to  the 
ministers  or  their  widows. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all  those  whose  labors  and  gifts  have 
made  this  great  ministry  a  reality  and  to  challenge  you  to  join  with  me  in  entering 
into  their  labors  to  help  enlarge  and  strengthen  this  most  worthy  project. 

J.  Kenneth  Shamblin 


RECENT  DONATION  —  This  beautiful  three  bedroom  home  with  a  Hollywood  bath,  is  located  in  Downsville  and  is  in  the 
process  of  being  donated  to  the  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board  by  an  anonymous  donor. 


The  Third  Sunday  in  September 


is  Retired  Ministers’  Sunday 


WAYS  TO  GIVE 

There  are  a  number  of  ways  that  you  can  participate  in  this  unique  ministry. 

•  Observe  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Month  and  Sunday. 

•  Cash  donations  at  anytime. 

•  Donations  of  stocks  and  bonds. 

•  Remember  this  ministry  in  your  will. 

•  If  you  are  unable  to  do  any  of  the  above,  please  remember  us  in  your  prayers. 


A  NEW  SERVICE  OF  THE  BOARD 

Do  you  ever  find  yourself  wondering  what  to  give  a  relative  or  friend  on  birthdays  and  at  Christmas?  Why  not  give  a  gift  that 
lives.  For  each  $25  donation,  we  will  send  a  very  attractive  and  tasteful  card  acknowledging  your  gift.  This  will  also  be  a  beauti¬ 
ful  way  to  remember  the  birthdays  of  your  deceased  relatives  and  friends,  as  well  as  Christmas  time. 


TAKE  NOTE 

PLEASE  NOTE:  At  the  Annual  Conference,  the  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board  was  removed  from  the  Good  Samaritan  Offer¬ 
ing.  All  of  the  other  agencies  in  the  Good  Samaritan  Offering  receive  state  and  federal  aid.  We  are  totally  dependent  on  your  gen¬ 
erosity. 


Louisiana  has,  by  far,  the  best  retirement  program  for  clergy  of  any  Conference 
in  United  Methodism.  No  other  Conference  can  equal  oars  for  providing  housing  for 
ministers  who  are  in  the  Retired  Relationship. 

Beginning  in  June  1985,  we  have  a  full-time  director  whose  responsibility  it  is  to 
obtain  additional  homes  and  increase  the  endowment  monies  so  that  we  do  an  even 
better  job  in  the  future. 

I  can  think  of  no  better  way  to  secure  one’s  own  earthly  immortality  than  by  giv¬ 
ing  one's  house  or  providing  money  for  this  important  cause.  Many  clergy  who  have 
given  their  life  to  the  ministry  of  Christ  have  no  place  to  live  when  they  retire.  Inas¬ 
much  as  the  church  furnishes  housing  during  their  active  ministry,  it  becomes  an 
added  blessing  if  that  can  be  done  in  retirement  also. 

I  thank  you  in  advance  for  your  response  and  your  generosity. 

Walter  Underwood 


Present  Occupants 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Alexandria 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry 

(10) 

Natchitoches 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Abe  Conerly 

(  7) 

Pineville 

Mrs.  George  W.  Dameron 

(27) 

Jonesville 

Rented 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 

Amite 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Will  Finnin 

(10) 

Baton  Rouge 

Mrs.  Luman  Douglas 

(16) 

Baton  Rouge 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson 

(12) 

Hammond 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Messer 

(  6) 

BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

Lafayette 

Mrs.  Robert  Bently 

(18) 

Lafayette 

Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon 

(  6) 

Franklin 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Hurley 

(13) 

Plaquemine 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Percy  Emanuel 

(8) 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

Moss  Bluff 

Own  Property 

Iota 

Mrs.  Martha  Hays  (donator) 

|-V- 

West  Lake 

Rented 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Downsville 

In  process  of  being  donated 

Rayville 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cecil  Mims 

(  3) 

Rayville 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Midyett 

(11) 

Monroe-St.  Paul’s  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Patton 

(  6) 

West  Monroe 

Joe  Robinson 

(ID 

NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 

Aurora  Gardens  Mrs.  L.  W.  Taylor 

(  2) 

NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 

Slidell 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Ailor 

(11) 

Ponchatoula 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Burl  Dampier 

(  7) 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Bernice 

Rev.  John  Oldham 

(  2) 

Minden 

Mrs.  Paul  Durbin 

(19) 

Minden,  Lakeview  Mrs.  Lewis  E.  Milem 

(  7) 

Homer 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cleburne  Quaid 

(  9) 

RUSTON 

Home 

Mrs.  Frank  Lankford 

(14) 

Home 

Mrs.  Roy  Garrett 

(  5) 

Home 

Mrs.  Otis  Spinks 

(22) 

Home 

Mrs.  Ralph  Cain 

(12) 

Home 

Rented 

», 

Home 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Doug  McGuire 

(  2) 

RUSTON  APARTMENTS 

I 

Mrs.  Fredna  Akin 

(  3) 

II 

Rev.  Mims  Robertson’s  son 

(  1) 

III 

Mrs.  Crotwell’s  daughter 

(5) 

IV 

Mrs.  Claude  Crotwell 

(  6) 

V 

Mrs.  Ober  Fader 

(  4) 

VI 

Rev.  Collins  Pinkard 

(  2) 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Belcher 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  Stegal 

(  1) 

Bossier  City 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Schwindimann 

(  2) 

Bossier  City 

Mrs.  Pearl  McKay 

(18) 

Bossier  City 

Mrs.  Leon  Scott 

(  9) 

Mansfield 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  Harbuck 

(  8) 

Vivian 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Carter 

(  3) 

Coushatta 

Vacant 

PLEASE  SEND  ALL  GIFTS  TO: 

THE  RETIRED  MINISTERS’  HOMES  BOARD,  INC. 

900  Hiawatha  Trail 

Pineville,  LA.  71630 
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On  CJhe  Way  . . . 


A  Message  from  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of 
Conference . 


the  Louisiana  Annual 


Dear  Friends, 

We,  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
are  happy  to  take  this  opportunity  to  welcome  His  holiness,  Pope 
John  Paul  II,  to  the  state  of  Louisiana  on  September  11.  What  a 
great  day  this  will  be  for  all  Christians  to  join  in  a  common  witness 
and  celebration  of  the  good  news  of  Christ  for  the  whole  world. 

Our  United  Methodist  tradition  is  marked  by  an  openness  to  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  moves  in  the  midst  of  the  present  world.  We  believe 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  unites  people  of  all  backgrounds  and  traditions 
under  the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ.  Our  heritage  has  been  marked 
specifically  with  attempts  to  heal  the  divisions  between  Christians. 
John  Wesley  spelled  out  his  understanding  of  a  “catholic  spirit”  in 
the  sermon  of  the  same  name  where  the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  center  of  all  faith  in  the  Christian  tradition.  Wesley  said,  “If 
thine  heart  is  as  my  heart,  if  thou  loves  God  and  all  mankind,  I  ask 
no  more;  give  me  thine  hand.” 

We  offer  His  Holiness  our  sincere  greetings  and  join  our  prayers 
with  thousands  in  our  state  in  praying  for  grace  and  peace  to  our 
brother  and  friend. 

Faithfully, 


UM  Foundation  Receives  Quarter 
of  a  Million  for  Louisiana  Missions 


Final  word  was  received  last  month 
that  in  her  will,  Mrs.  Tinye  Spencer  Ra¬ 
gan  of  Baton  Rouge  left  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  securities 
valued  over  $250  thousand.  These  securi¬ 
ties"  are  being  placed  in  the  permanent 
fund  of  the  Foundation,  with  income 
from  the  fund  to  go  to  priority  mission 
needs  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  each 
year. 

Mrs.  Ragan,  who  died  at  Baton  Rouge 
Medical  Center  on  March  24,  1986,  was  a 
member  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge,  the  Tharseon 


Class  and  the  United  Methodist  Women. 

Foundation  representatives,  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  Dr.  J.J.  Caraway  and  Di¬ 
rector  of  Development  Mrs.  Patsy 
Barnes,  visited  Mrs.  Ragan's  sister,  Mrs. 
Oflar  Wren  of  Minden  and  her  children, 
Marcus  Wren  and  Marcia  Wren  Gater,  to 
thank  them  for  the  very  generous  gift.  In 
addition  to  bequests  to  family  and 
friends,  Mrs.  Ragan  left  portions  of  her 
estate  to  First  UMC  of  Minden,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  of  First  UMC  of 
Baton  Rouge,  and  UMCOR  and  St.  Jude, 
the  latter  two  to  be  administered  by 
First  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge. 


Sunday  School  F airs  coming  soon 


Two  Sunday  School  Fairs,  complete 
with  clowns,  balloons,  popcorn  and  cot¬ 
ton  candy,  will  be  held  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  this  fall. 

The  first  Fair  will  be  held  on  Septem¬ 
ber  26  at  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ruston  and  the  second  fair  is 
scheduled  for  October  31  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

These  fairs  are  training  events  for  all 
persons  involved  with  educational  minis¬ 
tries,  including  Sunday  School  teachers, 
pastors,  directors,  age  level  coordina¬ 
tors,  UMYF  leaders  and  those  working  in 
the  various  day  care  and  preschool  pro¬ 
grams.  Those  attending  will  have  the 


chance  to  attend  three  classes  during  the 
day.  These  classes  are  geared  for  all  lev¬ 
els  —  new  teachers  who  have  never 
taught  and  teachers  who  have  been 
teaching  for  many  years.  There  are  45 
different  options  for  those  attending  to 
choose  the  classes  they  feel  best  suit 
their  needs.  Some  of  the  choices  are 
Church  Related  PreSchools,  Clown  Min¬ 
istries,  Planning  for  the  Five  Audiences 
(of  adults),  Hands  Across  the  World: 
Teaching  and  Learning  for  Faithful  Liv¬ 
ing  in  the  Global  Village.  Celebrating 
Special  Days  and  Seasons  and  Spiritual 
Journey  for  Teachers. 

Registration  will  be  at  9:30  a.m.,  with 


the  welcome  at  10  a.m.  Session  I  will  run 
from  10:30  a.m.  until  11:20  a.m..  Session 
II,  from  11:30  a.m.  until  1:50  p.m.  and  the 
last  session,  from  2  p.m.  until  2:50  p.m. 
There  will  be  a  30  minute  break  for 
lunch  during  the  second  session. 

The  leaders  for  the  Fairs  will  come 
from  across  the  Conference  and  from  as 
far  away  as  Nashville,  Tenn.  and  Center¬ 
ville,  Iowa.  Leaders  will  be  drawn  from 
all  levels  —  the  General  Church  level, 
the  Jurisdictional  level,  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  level  and  the  local  church  level. 
The  closing  celebration  for  the  first  Fair 
will  be  highlighted  by  the  appearance  of 
guest  speaker  Dr.  Earl  G  Carter,  execu¬ 


tive  director  of  the  Jurisdictional  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  and  longtime  educator. 
Rev.  Kirk  McNeill,  director  of  Sunday 
School  Extension  for  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  in  Nashville  and  a  leader 
in  Christian  Educators  Fellowship,  will 
be  the  guest  speaker  at  the  closing  cele¬ 
bration  at  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Sunday  School  Fair  will  be  a  time 
for  learning  new  skills  and  motivating 
educators  to  revitalize  Sunday  Schools 
throughout  the  Conference,  amidst  the 
fun  and  festivities  of  the  Fair  theme. 

For  registration  information,  please 
contact  your  minister  or  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  chairperson. 


Harvest  of  Hope  Extends  Mission  Work  into  Louisiana  and  Texas 


The  Harvest  of  Hope  family  is  grow¬ 
ing.  This  summer,  the  Harvest  of  Hope 
has  moved  outside  Virginia,  for  the  first 
time,  holding  events  in  Texas  and  Louisi¬ 
ana.  This  week-long  retreat,  a  ministry 
of  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  is  designed 
to  raise  the  awareness  of  Senior  High 
youth  to  the  problem  of  hunger.  The  ge¬ 
nius  of  this  program  is  in  the  way  it  com¬ 
bines  study  and  action  within  the 
framework  of  the  Christian  faith.  Four 
events  were  held  this  summer,  two  in 
Virginia  and -one  each  in  Texas  and  Loui¬ 
siana  with  a  total  of  130  youth  attending. 

"As  more  people  hear  about  the  Har¬ 
vest  of  Hope,  they  want  to  know  how 
they  can  become  involved,"  Jeff  Allen, 
the  director  of  the  Harvest  of  Hope  said. 
"The  demand  for  more  events  has  been 
increasing  each  year,  as  people  through¬ 
out  the  country  hear  about  this  program. 
The  work  is  hot,  hard  and  sweaty,  but  ev¬ 


eryone  goes  away  feeling  he/she  has  tak¬ 
en  a  positive  step  in  fighting  hunger.” 

Gleaning  is  the  major  morning  activi¬ 
ty  of  the  retreat.  Gleaning,  an  ancient 
biblical  practice,  involves  gathering 
crops  that  would  otherwise  be  left  in  the 
fields  to  waste.  Large  segments  of  the 
afternoon  and  evening  are  given  to 
studying  hunger  in  a  variety  of  creative 
ways. 

“It’s  amazing,”  Allen  said.  “As  the 
week  goes  by,  you  can  see  the  youth  de- 
olop  a  caring  attitude  toward,  the. poor 
and  hungry  of  our  world.  ” 

At  the  end  of  the  week,  each  local 
church  team  of  five  youth  and  one  adult 
design  specific  tasks  they  can  do  to  fight 
hunger  in  their  own  community.  Each 
day  of  the  retreat  begins  and  ends  with 
worship  which  ties  the  gleaning  and 
studying  together  in  the  context  of  Chris¬ 
tian  faith. 


Do  youth  really  want  to  spend  part  of 
their  summers  gleaning  in  the  fields, 
studying  hunger  and  working  with  their 
peers  on  this  problem?  Here  are  a  few 
comments  from  this  summer's  partici¬ 
pants: 

“It  was  an  exciting  experience  for  me! 
Despite  all  the  sweat,  I  really  had  a  lot 
of  fun  ...  I  enjoyed  myself,  while  at  the 
same  time  we  helped  more  people  than  I 
ever  thought  possible!" 

—  Kira  Lowe  (age  16)  Ruston,  LA 

"The  Harvest  of  Hope“fias  been  "quite 
an  experience.  It  was  fun.  You  have  to  do 
a  lot  of  work,  but  it  is  worth  it  to  see  how 
happy  you  make  hungry  people.  I  feel  I 
have  made  a  difference  this  week.” 

—  Kim  Kinsey  (age  16)  Slidell,  LA 

"Harvest  of  Hope  has  been  not  only  a 
working,  but  also  a  learning  experience. 
We  gleaned  potatoes  and  cabbage  in  con¬ 


ditions  less  than  favorable;  but  it  was  a 
great  experience  My  personal  experi¬ 
ence  at  Harvest  of  Hope  will  be  reflected 
by  the  rest  of  my  life  and  my  work  to¬ 
ward  the  stopping  of  hunger." 

—  J.D.  Grissom  (age  17)  Houston,  TX. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  would  like 
to  see  this  program  spread  nationwide 
because  it  can  make  such  a  difference  in 
the  way  people  think  and  live.  The  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  tells  us  if  hunger  is  a  problem 
for  one,  it  is  a  problem  for  all.  The  Har¬ 
vest  of  Hope  is  one  of  those  unique  expe¬ 
riences  that  provides  some  practical 
tools  when  someone  asks  the  question. 
"What  can  I  do?”  If  you  are  interested  in 
exploring  having  a  Harvest  of  Hope  in 
your  area,  or  would  like  to  find  out  more 
about  the  events  in  1988,  write  to:  Har¬ 
vest  of  Hope,  P.O.  Box  329,  Big  Island, 
VA.  24526. 


MEMORIAL  DEDICATION  —  A 
beautiful  brick  bell  tower  was  erected 
at  the  Montpelier  UMC  in  memory  of 
Nannie  Brown  Bond.  The  dedication  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  in  May,  with  Mrs. 
Bond's  children,  grandchildren,  great 
grandchildren  and  friends  and  relatives 
from  several  states  attending.  Pictured 
are  Dr.  Charles  E.  Scott,  the  pastor  at 
Montpelier,  and  Marilyn  Bond  Morgan. 


HAPPY  100th  —  Pictured  is  Mrs. 
Stella  Collins,  who  turned  100  years  old 
on  August  24th.  Mrs.  Collins,  a  native  of 
Greenwell  Springs,  has  been  an  active 
member  of  St.  Luke  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  for  the  past  86 
years.  Her  birthday  was  highlighted  by 
being  interviewed  by  WBRZ  TV  and  she 
spent  the  rest  of  the  day  being  enter¬ 
tained  by  family  and  friends.  This  is  the 
first  time  in  the  134  year  history  of  St. 
Luke  that  a  member  has  turned  100. 
Rev.  Clarence  Hillard  is  the  minister  at 
St.  Luke. 


Constitution’s  200th  Year  to  be  Celebrated 


Around  the  Conference 


Religious  organizations  throughout  the 
United  States  are  planning  a  variety  of 
activities  to  celebrate  and  honor  the  na¬ 
tion's  Constitution  in  its  200th  year. 

Nearly  a  dozen  representatives  of  dif¬ 
ferent  denominations  and  church  organi¬ 
zations  met  with  Chief  Justice  Warren  E. 
Burger,  retired,  who  is  Chairman  of  the 
Commission  on  the  Bicentennial  of  the 
United  States  Constitution,  to  inform  him 
of  their  plans  and  to  exchange  ideas. 

;  The  religious  leaders  reported  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  future  activities.  They  range  from 
sermons  in  September  —  the  month  the 
[Constitution  was  signed  200  years  ago  — 
[to  published  essays  on  religious  freedom, 
[to  public  service  ads,  to  youth  education 
.'programs  that  will  continue  through  1991 
[when  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  ratified. 
[Much  discussion  centered  on  how  copies 
[of  the  Constitution  could  be  disseminated 
[to  worshippers  nationwide.  The  Bicen¬ 
tennial  Commission  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions  and  corporations  already  have 
[printed  and  distributed  millions  of  pock¬ 
et-sized  copies  of  the  document. 

,  Two  of  the  churchmen  noted  that  Arti¬ 
cle  VI  of  the  Constitution,  which  says  “no 
[religious  test  shall  ever  be  required"  for 
serving  in  any  public  office  in  the  United 
[States  is  as  important  as  the  First 
Amendment,  which  forbids  Congress  to 
make  any  law  “respecting  an  establish¬ 
ment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof.” 

It  was  also  pointed  out  that  the  Found- 


Death 


Rev.  C.J.T.  Cotten  died  August  22, 
1987  at  the  age  of  89.  Rev.  Cotten 
served  34  years  in  the  Methodist 
ministry,  with  his  last  charge  prior 
to  his  retirement  being  Kilbourne- 
Locust  Grove-Goodwill.  He  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  wife,  Della  (Sallie 
Adelle)  Strozier. 

Mrs.  Virginia  Bennett  Brown, 
wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Joseph  Edwin 
Brown,  died  August  28,  1987.  She 
was  90  years  old. 


ing  Fathers  believed  that  a  republic 
could  not  long  survive  without  wide¬ 
spread  civic  virtue,  tolerance  and  free¬ 
dom  of  expression  as  basic  tenets. 

The  Bicentennial  Commission  was  set 
up  by  Congress  to  promote  and  coordi¬ 
nate  activities  to  commemorate  the  Con¬ 
stitution  in  its  200th  year.  It  has 
suggested  that  religious  organizations 
and  houses  of  worship  be  encouraged  to 
designate  the  weekend  of  September  18- 
20  as  “Constitution  Weekend”  to  honor 
the  Constitution  and  its  guarantees  of 
freedom  of  religion  as  they  deem  appro¬ 
priate.  Displays,  inserts  in  church  bulle¬ 
tins,  and  appropriate  commemorative 
sermons  are  suggested  to  carry  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  Bicentennial  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  the  “Blessings  of  Liberty  to 
ourselves  and  our  posterity.''  Many 
churches  also  will  ring  bells  and  chimes 
at  4  p.m.,  September  17,  the  time  of  the 
signing  of  the  Constitution  200  years  ago. 


Person  —  Churches  — -  Events 


“A  Celebration  of  an  Inclusive 
Church”  is  being  called  for  on  Sunday, 
September  13th,  across  our  Conference. 
The  Conference  Committee  on  Open  Itin¬ 
eracy  encourages  all  churches  to  devote 
this  day,  or  such  other  date  chosen  by  the 
local  congregation,  to  worship  services 
and/or  studies  that  affirm  the  gifts  and 
possibilities  of  multi-racial  and  bi-gen- 
der  “openness”  in  local  parishes.  Sugges¬ 
tions  for  worship  may  be  found  in  the 
April  issue  of  THE  INTERPRETER. 

*  •  • 

The  Lafon  Nursing  Home  Auxiliary  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  Luncheon  Fashion  Show  on  Satur¬ 
day,  September  26  at  noon  in  the  Grand 
Ballroom  of  the  Bayou  Plaza  Hotel,  4040 
Tulane  Avenue  in  New  Orleans  featuring 
the  latest  fall  fashions  by  Other  Dimen¬ 
sions  and  Banker’s  Note,  women’s  ap¬ 
parel  stores.  Reservations  for  tables  of 
.10  persons  may  be  made  and  must  be 
paid  in  advance.  For  further  information 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 

527  North  Blvd.  . 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Ben  Oliphint 
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please  call  482-5124,  245-0087  or  822-4393. 
The  public  is  invited. 


The  Epps  United  Methodist  Church 
has  scheduled  a  revival  beginning  on 
September  13-16,  at  7:30  p.m.  The  Rev 
Jerry  Parks,  pastor  of  First  UMC  of  Nix¬ 
on,  TX.  will  be  their  singing  evangelist. 
Louie  and  Tommye  Cleveland  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  music  for  this  revival. 
There  will  also  be  special  music  presen¬ 
tations  each  night.  All  are  welcome  to 
attend.  Rev.  Thomas  Beeler  is  the  pastor 
at  Epps  UMC. 


St.  Stephen's  UMC  of  Bossier  City  will 
be  hosting  a  Fall  Preaching  Series  enti¬ 
tled  "Emphasis  on  Pentecost”  for  four 
Sunday  evenings  at  7  p.m.,  beginning  on 
September  13  and  concluding  October  6. 
The  guest  speakers  will  be  Dr.  John 
Fellers  of  First  UMC  of  Shreveport  on 
September  13,  Rev.  J.D.  Pyles  of  First 
UMC  of  Pineville  on  Sept.  20,  Dr.  Gerald 
Richardson  of  Christ  UMC  of  Shreveport 
on  Sept.  27  and  Dr.  Doug  McGuire  of 
Ruston  on  October  6.  We  would  like  to  in¬ 
vite  all  interested  persons  to  join  with  us 
in  this  worship  experience.  Rev.  Hulen 
Warren  is  the  pastor  at  St.  Stephen's. 


The  two  recipients  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  scholarships  for  1987-88  are 
Tammy  Williams  and  Karyl  McDaniels. 
Both  are  very  active  members  of  Cam¬ 
phor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  and  are  en¬ 
rolled  at  Southern  University.  Baton 
Rouge  Campus.  Their  parents  are,  re¬ 
spectively,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Williams 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Josh  McDaniels.  Rev. 
Moses  T.  Jackson  is  the  minister  of 
CamDhor 


HAPPY  CAMPERS  -  These  youth  attended  the  Elementary  #3  Camp  at  Caney  Conference  Centre  in  July.  There  were  107 
campers  and  counselors  in  attendance  and  they  raised  over  $70  for  the  United  Methodist  Children  s  Fund  for  Christian  Mission. 
Co-directors  for  the  camp  were  James  McLelland  and  Terral  Lowe. 


LINED  UP  FOR  LUNCH  —  Mallalieu  UMC  held  their  successful  Vacation  Bible 
School,  with  an  average  attendance  of  63  each  day.  The  theme  for  the  week  was 
“Hallelujah!  Jesus  is  King!”  The  Bible  classes  ended  with  a  fun-filled  picnic  on  the 
church  grounds.  Rev.  Marcell  A.  Johnson  is  the  pastor  at  Mallalieu. 


The  Momingside  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  is  celebrating 
their  40th  anniversary  with  a  Homecom¬ 
ing  Sunday  on  September  27th.  Registra¬ 
tion  will  begin  at  10:20  a.m.  and  the 
morning  worship  will  start  at  10:50  a.m., 
at  which  there  will  be  a  guest  speaker 
and  a  special  recognition  ceremony.  A 
lunch  will  be  held  in  Herring  Hall  at 
noon,  followed  by  a  special  music  pre¬ 
sentation  at  1:30  p.m. 
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Pope’s  visit:  Affirming  the  ferment 


Pope  John  Paul  II‘s  visit  to  the  U.S. 
beginning  this  week  is  receiving  the  at- 
tention  of  Protestant  and  secular  observ¬ 
ers  as  well  as  Roman  Catholics,  and 
deservedly  so.  Sample  reactions  include: 
;•  •Some  Roman  Catholic  and  Protes¬ 
tant  Christians  alike  have  criticized  the 
Visit’s  expense  as  a  waste  of  material 
health  in  a  world  of  vast  human  need. 

::  *A  commemorative  stamp  showing 
Qje  pope  prompted  atheist  Madalyn  Mur¬ 
ray  O’Hair  to  charge  the  U.S.  Postal  Ser¬ 
vice  with  violating  the  principle  of 
cjiurch-state  separation. 

•  Lavish  media  coverage  of  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  visit  has  drawn  complaints 
jf&at  "enough’s  enough”— especially 
$ince  the  pope’s  spiritual  authority  is 
tfmited  to  Roman  Catholics  and  is  in¬ 
creasingly  challenged  even  among  them. 

;  We  consider  the  ferment  reflected  in 
Such  reactions  to  be  a  positive  develop¬ 
ment  Jor  all  Christians.  Such  wide¬ 
spread  interest  in  a  religious  event 
provides  provocative  grist  for  persons 
f.Fom  all  traditions  to  reflect  on  moral 
and  spiritual  concerns,  including  but  not 
limited  to  the  examples  listed  above. 

Questions  of  waste,  church-state  separa¬ 
tion  and  spiritual  authority,  however,  are 
particularly  timely  concerns  that  merit 
ongoing  consideration  from  the  pulpit,  in 
Sunday  school  and  in  other  study  groups. 

Following  are  some  salient  points  to 
be  dealt  with  in  any  such  discussion: 

‘Waste’  of  material  wealth.  Concern 
about  the  visit’s  expense  echoes  similar 
reservations  by  some  Protestants  about 
cpstly  church  buildings  and  activities 
that  don’t  appear  to  deal  directly  and 
tangibly  with  human  need. 

Ironically,  many  expressing  the  great¬ 
est  enthusiasm  about  the  pope’s  visit  are 
persons  who  are  very  poor  in  material 
things.  How  does  one  put  a  dollar  value  on 
events  that  feed  the  spirits  but  not  the  bod¬ 
ies  of  hungry  people?  Such  material 
“waste”  may  be  necessary  at  times  to  dra¬ 
matize  and  deependevotion  to  the  cause  of 
Christ,  including  our  outreach  to  others. 

■  Separation  of  church  and  state.  Com¬ 
plaints  about  the  pope's  image  on  a  post- 


Pope  John  Paul  II 

age  stamp  reflect  a  desire  by  some  to 
eliminate  all  public  affirmations  of  reli¬ 
gion.  The  appeal  to  a  valid  constitutional 
principle  by  people  like  Ms.  O’Hair  masks 
an  underlying  hostility  to  religion  and  its 
influence  on  both  public  and  personal  life. 

A  commemorative  postage  stamp 
shows  that  religion  does  have  substantial 
influence  on  our  public  life  and  culture. 
Church-state  separation  was  not  intended 
to  deny  that  influence.  Rather,  it  was 
partly  envisioned  as  a  means  to  preserve 
it.  Christians  should  rejoice  in  any  legiti¬ 
mate  expression  of  that  aim. 

Authority  in  the  church.  Challenges  of 
papal  authority  by  American  Catholics 
echo  a  similar  questioning  by  Protes¬ 
tants  of  human  authority  in  spiritual 
matters.  Some  of  the  pope’s  teachings  do 
appear  too  rigid— for  example,  against 
artificial  means  of  birth  control.  But 
they  offer  a  refreshing  contrast  to  the 
prevailing  “everything  is  relative”  mor¬ 
al  climate  in  our  society.  Would  that 
more  Protestant  leaders  exhibited  simi¬ 
lar  courage  of  conviction! 

A  crucial  difference  between  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  views  of  authority 
should  not  be  overlooked.  Roman  Catholics 
traditionally  lodge  final  authority  regard¬ 
ing  matters  of  faith  and  morality  in  the 
pope,  while  Protestants  look  to  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  as  God’s  Word.  As  Protestant  Chris¬ 
tians ,  we  should  actively  claim  our  heritage 
while  acknowledging  that  an  appeal  to  any 
“infallible”  authority  is  likely  to  foster  dis¬ 
unity  and  confusion  about  spiritual  truth. 

All  Christians  should  be  grateful  for 
the  serious  discussion  about  such  moral 
and  spiritual  issues  that  the  pope’s  visit 
is  stimulating. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Social  action  board  should  support  local  UMs 


By  CHARLES  A.  WOODWORTH 
and  CARROLL  E.  WORD 

Moving  slowly  but  inexorably  toward 
a  boycott,  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  took  another  step  in  March 
1987.  Board  members  voted  endorse¬ 
ment  of  "a  general  boycott  of  non¬ 
union  table  grapes  coming  from 
California  effective  on  Oct.  15,  1987, 
subject  to  progress  review  at  (our)  Fall 
meeting." 

This  action  pleased  the  United  Farm 
Worker’s  union,  which  long  had  sought 
the  board's  endorsement. 

Church  and  Society  staff  members 
have  favored  the  boycott  since  1984  and 
anticipate  a  pro-forma  endorsement  at 
next  month's  meeting.  Board  directors 
insist  on  “progress”  in  the  grape  con¬ 
flict,  but  the  board  staff  defines  "pro¬ 
gress"  in  a  way  that  puts  it  beyond  the 
reach  of  Californians.  What’s  more,  the 
staff  has  initiated  no  creative  alterna¬ 
tives  and  has  not  done  a  balanced  study 
of  the  general  boycott. 

Solution  doesn’t  punish 

By  contrast,  California  United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  sought  an  alternate  solution 
that  does  not  punish  the  innocent  along 
with  the  guilty. 

To  this  end  a  California-Nevada  con¬ 
ference  agricultural  crisis  task  force  is 
pursuing  the  feasibility  of  a  selective 
(Nestle-type)  boycott.  When  the  task 
force  asked  the  general  board  for  help 
on  it,  the  response  was  positive. 

The  selective  approach  was  unneces¬ 
sarily  complicated,  however,  by  the 
board’s  strange  vote  to  set  a  deadline  that 
is  impossible  under  California  law.  The 
task  force  is  undeterred  by  the  board’s 
unrealistic  action,  and  a  balanced,  special 
group  will  carry  on  the  selective  work. 

Responding  directly  to  the  board’s 
anticipated  endorsement  of  the  general 
boycott,  both  California  annual  confer¬ 
ences  took  action  in  their  June  plenary 
sessions.  Decisions  in  both  conferences 
were  by  decisive  margins. 


The  California-Pacific  conference 
passed  legislation  stating:  "We  go  on 
record  as  not  supporting  the  table 
grape  boycott  called  by  the  United 
Farm  Workers." 

The  California-Nevada  conference 
said:  Our  "confer¬ 
ence  favors  neither 
endorsement  nor 
condemnation  of 
the  general  boycott 
of  non-union  har¬ 
vested  California 
table  grapes  during 
the  year  June  1987- 
June  1988."  Charles  Woodworth 

The  California-Nevada  conference’s 
task  force  pointed  out  that  the  action 
was  not  "neutral.”  It  said  “no”  to  the 
United  Farm  Workers'  request  for  en¬ 
dorsement  of  its  boycott. 

Since  plenary  session  votes  are  the 
most  definitive  voice  given  to  UMs  with¬ 
in  each,  conference,  and  since  the  two 
California  conferences  cover  99  percent 
of  the  state  and  100  percent  of  its  grape- 
growing  area,  California  UMs  have  spo¬ 
ken  a  resounding  “no”  to  a  general  table 
grape  boycott  endorsement. 

Therefore,  in  October  the  general 
board  needs  to  ask,  “Can  the  judgment 
of  the  annual  conferences  in  California 
be  trusted  on  a  justice  issue  encom¬ 
passing  their  own  state?” 

Consider  pluralism  record 

First,  consider  the  record  in  Califor¬ 
nia  on  pluralism  and  inclusiveness.  The 
California-Nevada  cabinet,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  includes  the  first  black  woman 
bishop.  It  also  has  62  percent  women 
and  ethnic  minorities,  including  an  His¬ 
panic.  an  Asian  and  two  blacks. 

Each  delegation  of  laity  and  clergy  to 
the  1988  General  and  Western  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  conferences,  elected  in  the  plena¬ 
ry  session  last  summer,  has  72  percent 
women  and  ethnic  minorities,  including 
black,  Hispanic,  Native  American  and 
five  different  Asian  heritages. 


This  inclusiveness  is  reflected 
throughout  the  California-Nevada 
structure.  By  contrast,  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society’s  own  in¬ 
clusiveness  ratio  is  62  percent. 

Second,  the  two  conferences  have 
taken  the  lead  on 
social-justice  issues 
throughout  their 
history.  For  a  quar¬ 
ter  century  they 
have  supported  ev¬ 
ery  request  for  help 
from  the  United 
_  .. ...  - Farm  Workers.  The 

Carroll  Word  authors  of  this  arti¬ 
cle  are  among  many  conference  mem¬ 
bers  who  have  shared  this  commitment 
with  pro-farm-union  speeches,  votes 
and  service. 

Some  refuse  to  believe  that  people 
sympathetic  to  farm  workers  could  every 
say  “no”  to  a  proposal  put  forward  by  the 
United  Farm  Workers.  Yet  the  time  has 
come  when  California  UMs  have  found 
that  the  union  is  not  infallible. 

The  public  is  learning 

The  public  is  learning,  for  example, 
that  grapes  have  fewer  pesticides  ap¬ 
plied  than  many  other  crops  harvested 
in  California. 

The  resolution  passed  by  the  Califor¬ 
nia-Pacific  conference  points  out:  "The 
failure  of  the  union  to  attract  grape 
workers  is  not  the  fault  of  the  farmers, 
the  governor  or  the  general  counsel  of 
the  Agricultural  Labor  Relations  Board 
but  the  failure  of  the  union  itself.” 

The  credibility  of  the  United  Farm 
Workers  has  been  weakened  by  its  own 
unfair  treatment  of  grape  workers  and 
by  its  unreliable  pronouncements. 

California  UMs  have  proved  they  have 
a  strong  social  conscience.  They  have 
asked  the  general  board  not  to  endorse 
the  general  boycott  of  California  table 
grapes  before  June  1988.  The  general 
board  has  had  ample  opportunity  to  make 
its  case  in  California.  If  any  on  the  board 


are  disappointed  in  this  year’s  outcome, 
they  should  persuade  the  California  con¬ 
ferences  to  vote  differently  next  June. 

We  realize  the  general  board  is  ame¬ 
nable  only  to  the  General  Conference 
and  that  it  speaks  only  for  itself.  But  it 
has  far  greater  media  impact  than  an 
annual  conference  and,  therefore,  must 
make  wise  decisions  with  accountabil¬ 
ity  to  its  UM  constituency. 

Thus,  the  board’s  meeting  in  October 
will  be  a  classic  confrontation  between 
those  who  believe  a  general  board  must 
always  flex  its  media  muscle  and  those 
who  think  that  local  United  Methodists 
might  be  right  once  in  a  while. 

In  “And  Are  We  Yet  Alive?,”  Bishop 
Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area) 
writes,  “If  we  are  to  make  a  social  and 
political  impact  today,  it  must  come 
from  local  congregations.” 

We  appeal  to  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  to  honor  the  boy¬ 
cott  legislation  enacted  by  more  than 
2,000  UM  conference  members  from  lo¬ 
cal  churches  in  California. 

In  a  connectional  system  the  glue 
that  holds  9  million  UM  volunteers  to¬ 
gether  is  loyalty.  That  loyalty  is  based 
on  trust.  The  price  of  that  trust  is  fair¬ 
ness. 

In  October  the  board  should  not  en¬ 
dorse  the  general  boycott  of  table 
grapes  but  should  work  with  California 
UMs  in  pursuing  alternatives. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Charles  A. 
Woodworth  is  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Turlock.  Calif.  (Cali¬ 
fornia-Nevada  Annual  Conference).  The 
Rev.  Carroll  E.  Word  is  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Indio,  Calif. 
(California-Pacific  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  1  Stand."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  . 
75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

What  a  case  of  editorial  foot-in-mouth  disease! 


To  the  Editor: 

In  my  13  years  as  a  newspaper  report¬ 
er  and  editor  and  nearly  30  years  in  the 
public  affairs  department  of  a  major 
corporation,  I  have  never  seen  a  more 
horrible  case  of  foot-in-mouth  disease. 

I  refer  to  the  Aug.  28  editorial.  The 
gratuitous  attack  on  Southern  Baptists 
was  a  blatant  attempt  to  dictate  to  Bap¬ 
tists  how  to  run  their  church.  If  Baptists 
want  to  force  their  missionaries  to  wear 
purple  shoes  and  dye  their  head  red,  it 
should  be  of  no  concern  to  the  Reporter. 

With  all  the  bad  press  we  United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  been  getting  in  Texas  and  na¬ 
tionwide,  we  don’t  need  a  loose  cannon 
picking  an  unneeded  fight  and  building 
up  ill  will. 

I  sincerely  question  your  editorial 
judgment.  It  didn’t  do  much  for  the  ecu¬ 
menical  movement. 

Howard  J.  Van  Dyke 
Houston,  Texas 

Thanks  for  viewpoint 

To  the  Editor: 

Commendations  for  your  editorial  on 
the  Southern  Baptists’  handling  of  their 
Bible  controversy  (see  UMR,  Aug.  28). 

For  the  sake  of  the  public  view  of  the 
Bible  and  for  exposing  the  unbelievable 
requirements  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  trying  to  force  all  its  people 
and  institutions  to  conform  to  one  view  of 
the  Bible  as  literally  inspired,  your  views 
can  make  a  very  positive  contribution. 

Thanks  for  the  courage  to  expose  such 
unthinking  attitudes. 

Your  statement  is  the  first  I  have  seen 
by  any  responsible  denominational  lead- 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  HI;  Richard  Stark,  Executive 
Assistant;  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel:  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  Bailey,  Circulation  Director; 
Richard  Beaty,  Comptroller;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Don  Small,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions:  Kay  Fielder, 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  John  A. 
Lovelace,  Managing  Editor;  Douglas 
Cannon,  Glen  Larum,  Roberta  Sapping-* 
ton,  Stephen  Swecker,  Associate  Edi¬ 
tors;  Susan  Aguren,  Denise  Stovall, 
Staff  Writers;  Production:  Sharon  Fo¬ 
ley,  Composition  Manager;  Jean  Prall, 
Journals  Manager;  Cecil  Copeland, 
Data  Processing  &  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500), 
owned  oy  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas 
^nd  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the 
Newspaper  Division,  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce  St.,  Dallas, 
Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  140-year  tra¬ 
dition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The  Re- 
'porter  maintains  no  official  ties  to  the  United 
■Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Re¬ 
porter  does  serve  as  the  official  publication  for  34 
annual  conferences  that  publish  special  regional 
editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editori¬ 
al  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of 
information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the 
pluralism  of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opin- 
'ions  are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or 
-the  conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  repre¬ 
sent  the  views  of  the  Reporter’s  editorial  staff. 
Signed  letters  and  opinion  articles  reflect  the 
-views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  Reporter  staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  before 
acceptance  but  are  not  editorially  endorsed. 

Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75265-0275 
Phone:  (214)  630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 

Individual  subscriptions:  $15  per  year  for  na¬ 
tional  ed^pon;  rates  for  annual  conference  editions 
available  upon  request 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas.  Texas. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to:  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


er  calling  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  to  task. 

I  hope  you  receive  wide  publicity  on 
your  views.  Many  intelligent  members  of 
Southern  Baptist  churches  must  be  very 
embarrassed— or  maybe  leaving  the 
convention.  ...  .  „  , 

G.  Weir  Hartman 
Columbus,  Ohio 
Let’s  follow  Baptists’  lead 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Aug.  28  editorial  criticizing  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Missions  Board’s 
hiring  practices  raises  concern  among 
many  United  Methodists. 

“The  board  endorsed  a  resolution  re¬ 
quiring  all  future  missionaries  and  staff  to 
profess  a  fundamentalist  view  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble.”  Such  an  endorsement  establishes  the 
foundation  for  unity  in  the  body  of  Christ. 

Members  of  The  Word  Sunday  School 
Class  at  Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas  share  these  observa¬ 
tions  refuting  your  narrow-minded  ideals 
that  limit  human  freedom  of  conscience 
to  human  wisdom. 

Humanity  subordinates  its  intellectual 
supremacy  to  God  by  fearing  God. 
Psalm  111:10  states:  “The  fear  of  the 
Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom.”  A 
church  body  should  focus  its  beliefs  nar¬ 
rowly.  “For  the  gate  is  small  and  the 
way  is  narrow  that  leads  to  life,  and  few 
are  those  that  find  it”  (Matthew  7:14). 

Christians  are  commanded  to  “go  into 
all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  all 
nations”  (Mark  16:15).  Your  editorial  im¬ 
plies  there  is  more  than  one  textbook. 
Such  implication  destroys  the  foundation 
and  promotes  unbelief. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Mission  Board  has 
acknowledged  the  cornerstone  of  its  foun¬ 
dation.  May  the  United  Methodists  follow. 

Carolyn  Foose 
Dallas,  Texas 

UMC  ignores  clergy  issue 

I  •  the  Editor: 

J .  e  Aug.  21  editorial,  “To  whom  much 
is  gi • -n  ..."  was  right  on  target,  but  I 
see  little  evidence  that  the  UMC  is  taking 
the  issue  to  heart. 

A  slap  on  the  wrist  seems  to  be  the 
most  serious  consequence  for  clergy  adul¬ 
terers.  They  are  usually  moved  to  anoth¬ 
er,  often  unsuspecting,  congregation  and 
maybe  required  to  seek  counseling. 
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My  Witness 

Faith  should  replace  fear 
in  our  relationship  to  God 


All  is  usually  forgotten  if  the  adulter¬ 
ous  couple  eventually  marries. 

Just  recently  a  UM  minister  was  found 
guilty  in  a  church  trial  of  being  a  self- 
avowed,  practicing  lesbian,  in  violation 
of  the  law  in  the  Book  of  Discipline.  But 
she  was  not  removed  from  the  ministry, 
only  suspended  until  annual  conference. 

Whether  intended  or  not,  the  message  is 
clear.  Our  standards  mean  nothing  at  all. 

I  applaud  the  action  of  the  Assemblies 
of  God  in  refusing  to  accept  Jim 
Bakker’s  resignation  and  then  removing 
him  from  the  ministry.  That  showed 
courage  and  integrity. 

I  wish  our  church  would  rediscover 
some  biblical  standards  and  show  some 
guts.  There’s  no  reason  to  wonder  why 
people  are  losing  confidence  in  the  UMC. 

Rob  Calderhead 
San  Diego,  California 

Bishops  should  read  story 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  Aug.  21  editorial, 
"To  whom  much  is  given. . .” 

I  wholeheartedly  agree  with  you.  I 
hope  every  bishop  of  our  church  will 
read  that  editorial  and  that  somehow  it 
would  begin  to  shape  the  way  we  think 
about  ministry. 

Maxie  D.  Dunnam 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

Issue  offers  pleasant  break 

To  the  Editor: 

I  commend  the  Reporter  on  the  Aug. 


21  issue.  It  was  very  good. 

I  enjoyed  the  article  concerning  the  In¬ 
terchurch  Medical  Assistance  organiza¬ 
tion  that  gets  medicines  to  people  in 
needy  Third  World  countries. 

I  also  enjoyed  the  Christian-principles 
bank  organized  in  New  Jersey  that  do¬ 
nates  a  percentage  of  its  profits  to  reli¬ 
gious  charities  and  the  United  Methodist 
ecumenical  groups  that  give  financial 
and  spiritual  advice  to  troubled  farmers. 

The  articles  represented  a  pleasant 
break  from  such  topics  as  boycotts  and 
other  political  action  taken  by  our 
church,  homosexual  ministers,  problems 
at  Southern  Methodist  University,  argu¬ 
ments  over  whether  God  is  a  he  or  a  she 
and  the  like. 

The  Aug.  21  issue  was  positive,  up¬ 
beat,  informative  and  shows  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  be  a  caring,  con¬ 
cerned  organization  doing  what  it  can  to 
bring  people  closer  to  God  and  to  make 
the  world  a  better  place  in  which  to  live. 

I  would  be  proud  to  show  this  paper  to 
anyone  from  another  denomination  and 
tell  them  that  "this  is  what  is  going  on  in 
my  church.” 

If  we  are  concerned  about  the  decline 
in  the  number  of  United  Methodist 
Church  members,  I  suggest  that  the 
church  pursue  more  activities  along  the 
lines  of  those  written  about  in  the  Aug. 
21  edition  and  then  publicize  it. 

Glenn  H.  Coffey 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 


By  PAT  McCLAIN 

It  is  in  fear  that  faith  is  lost,  confusion 
reigns  and  miracles  denied. 

When  we  close  the  door  on  God’s  abili¬ 
ties  because  our  own 
are  inadequate,  we 
hamper  not  just  His 
love  but  the  fullness  _. 

of  it.  He  would  pro-  ** 

vide  so  much,  but  we 
keep  refusing  Him  in  "1 
our  little  faith. 

David,  the  psalm¬ 
ist,  declared  the  in-  Pat  McClain 
tention  for  those  who  revere  God:  that 
He  allows  friendship  “and  reveals  the  se¬ 
crets  of  His  promises.” 

We  long  to  be  included  in  such  a 
friendship,  but  while  it  is  available,  we 
refuse  the  secrets,  crying  out  instead 
that  there  is  no  logic— and  so  we  deny 
the  whispers  of  the  One  who  would  be¬ 
friend  us. 

In  self-induced  pain,  we  toss  and  turn, 
we  weep  pitifully.  We  say,  “How  could  a 
loving  God  allow  me  to  be  so  deceived?” 
In  fact,  we  should  be  thanking  Him  for 
the  revelation  and  watching  eagerly  for 
its  fulfillment. 

Oswald  Chambers  writes,  “We  have  to 
live  in  the  gray  day  according  to  what 
we  saw  on  the  mount.”  When  God  reveals 
a  certain  matter  to  us,  we  should  live  in 


faith  until  it  happens.  We  should  trust’ 
His  whispers  in  friendship.  Surely  we’ 
stop  a  lot  of  miracles  with  our  reluc¬ 
tance  to  trust  wonderfully  in  our  God. 

How  carefully  we  tiptoe  about,  demon¬ 
strating  more  fear  than  faith,  forgetting^ 
the  power  of  our  God.  His  joy  is  in  giv-’ 
ing;  His  word  declares  that  He  is  able/ 
“My  purpose  will  be  established  —  1“ 
have  planned  it,  surely  I  will  do  it.” 

But  we  must  hold  onto  the  knowledge- 
that  without  faith  it  is  impossible  to 
please  God.  When  we  refuse  Him  our 
faith,  we  fail  to  activate  all  that  out'- 
Lord  would  do  for  us.  J.  Oswald  Sanders- 
said  that  “when  sight  brings  no  helpful- 
vision  and  comfortable  emotions  are, 
largely  absent,  the  prayer  of  faith  finds 
its  greatest  opportunity.” 

The  words  of  Martin  Luther  enhanced 
such  a  statement  when  he  wrote,  “not* 
the  merits  of  my  prayer  but  the  certain-! 
ty  of  Thy  truth.” 

Just  how  many  miracles  do  we  deny 
when  we  stare  dead  center  into  the  face 
of  our  problems  and  not  into  the  face  of 
the  Problem  Solver  instead?  If  we  would 
but  lift  our  chins  upward  and  rest  them  iq 
the  palm  of  His  waiting  hand,  we  would 
unleash  all  the  glory  and  truth  of  heaven. ; 

Pat  McClain  is  a  member  of  Christ * 
United  Methodist  Church.  Memphis, ■> 
Tenn.  (Memphis  Annual  Conference). 


'  On  the  UMR  Beat 

Miming  the  faith  gives  our  words  power 


"This  is  the  body  of  Christ,  broken  for 
you.  This  is  the  blood  of  Christ,  shed  for 

you." 

I  clearly  heard  these  words  in  the 
midst  of  utter  silence.  The  occasion  was 
a  pantomime  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  at  the 
closing  worship  service  for  the  national 
seminar  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
Columbus.  Ohio. 

It  was  as  if  all  the  voices  of  all  the 
people  who  had  ever  spoken  the  words  of 
distribution  were  speaking  to  me  in  that 
mime. 

Yet.  there  was  not  so  much  as  a  word 
whispered  aloud. 

The  power  of  that  presentation  was  ac¬ 
centuated  not  by  what  Bonnie  Duncan 
Eddy  said  but  by  what  she  did— in  interpre¬ 
tative  movements  with  a  stuffed  cloth 
heart,  a  stepladder,  an  altar,  a  small  wood¬ 
en  cross,  a  loaf  of  bread  and  a  chalice. 

She  brought  new  expression  to  the  con¬ 
viction  that  because  God  loves  us,  He 
came  down  to  us  from  off  that  celestial 
stepladder  and  offered  Himself  up  for  us. 

When  she  broke  the  loaf  in  half  and 


lifted  up  one  of  the  halves  alongside  the 
small  cross  she  held  in  her  right  hand,  I 
couldn't  help  but  understand:  "This  is  the 
body  of  Christ,  bro¬ 
ken  for  you." 

That  was  followed  I 
by  an  even  more  ex-  | 
traordinary  moment. 

She  took  the  chalice  I 
but  did  not  simply 
lift  it  up  with  the 
cross.  Instead,  she  h 

held  it  upright  and 
raised  the  cross  above  it.  **  en  ^arum 

Tipping  the  cross,  she  poured  out  “the 
blood  of  Christ"  into  the  chalice. 

It  was  a  heart-stopping  moment.  In 
that  instant,  in  a  new  way,  I  understood 
the  words:  "the  blood  of  Christ,  poured 
out  for  the  sins  of  many." 

I  know  this  silent  event  would  not  have 
been  as  meaningful  if  I  hadn’t  heard 
those  words  many  times  before.  That 
was  necessary  to  understand  the  frame¬ 
work  of  the  actions. 

But  the  power  of  those  words  came 
afresh  in  the  silent  demonstration. 


And  it  made  me  realize  that  mime  has 
always  had  a  powerful  impression  on  me. 

The  mimes  I  refer  to  are  not  the  pan¬ 
tomimes  of  the  stage  but  the  Christian 
examples  of  a  mother  and  father  and  of 
friends. 

The  mimes  I  refer  to  are  the  actions  I 
witnessed  over  the  years  of  dedicated 
teachers,  of  a  big-hearted  cotton  farmer, 
of  the  generous  “house  parents”  of  a 
Christian  organization  on  a  college  cam¬ 
pus  and  of  the  many  others  who  have 
demonstrated  to  me  the  love  of  Jesus. 

It  wasn’t  that  they  never  said,  "This  is 
why  I  do  what  I  do,  because  Christ  loves 
me.  This  is  what  you  should  do  because 
Christ  loves  you.”  Many  did,  some  elo¬ 
quently  and  some  rather  awkwardly. 

Beyond  mentioning  their  faith,  though, 
they  mimed  their  faith  in  the  way  they 
lived  out  their  lives,  pouring  themselves 
out  for  others. 

How  any  of  us  live  is  our  own  mime  of 
the  Gospel.  And  in  the  way  mimes  so  of¬ 
ten  do,  it  tells  what  we  believe  better 
than  all  our  words. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


FACULTY  OPENINGS 

The  Divinity  School,  Duke  University 

The  Divinity  School  of  Duke  University  anticipates  making 
appointments  in  the  following  fields  for  September,  1988: 

Historical  Theoloey/Church  History:  Early 
Christianity- Early  Medieval  Christianity. 

Ph.D.  required:  graduate  professional  theological  education 
preferred.  Rank  and  salary  appropriate  to  qualifications.  This 
will  be  either  a  tenure-track  or  tenured  appointment. 

Pastoral  Care  and  Counseling 

Ph.D.  reauired.  Rank  and  salary  appropriate  to  qualifications. 
This  wilf  be  either  a  tenure-track  or  tenured  appointment. 

Black  Church  Studies 

Ph.D.  in  church  history,  theology,  sociology  of  religion,  or 
practical  theology;  would  be  expected  to  teach  in  the  appro¬ 
priate  division  out  would  also  assume  responsibility  for 
required  offerings  in  Black  Church  Studies.  Graduate  profes¬ 
sional  theological  education  preferred.  Rank  and  salary 
appropriate  to  qualifications.  This  will  be  either  a  tenure- 
track  or  tenured  appointment. 

Liturgy 

Candidates  should  have  experience  in  parish  ministry,  Ph.D., 
graduate  professional  theological  education,  commitment  to 
teaching  persons  preparing  for  professional  ministry  and  to 
research  and  publication  in  liturgical  studies.  Rank  and  sal¬ 
ary  appropriate  to  qualifications.  This  will  be  either  a  tenure- 
track  or  tenured  position. 

Parish  Ministry— Parish  Administration 

Candidate  would  teach  in  ministry  studies,  including  courses 
dealing  with  all  aspects  of  professional  ministry.  Must  have 
extensive  and  distinguished  parish  experience  and  have 
experience  in  and  commitment  to  teaching,  research  and  pub¬ 
lication  in  ministry  studies.  Rank  and  salary  are  open  and 
will  be  appropriate  to  qualifications. 


DUKE 


Nominations  and  applica¬ 
tions  should  be  sent  to  Mrs. 
Clara  Godwin.  Assistant  to 
the  Dean,  The  Divinity 
School,  Duke  University, 
Durham,  NC  27706.  Duke 
University  is  an  Equal  Op¬ 
portunity,  Affirmative  Action 
Employer. 
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‘Secret  team’  probed 

UM  agencies  help  fund  $24  million  suit 
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By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio— Long  before  Ollie 
North  became  a  household  name,  three 
United  Methodist  general  agencies  began 
contributing  what  has  added  up  to  more 
than  $33,000  to  a  law  firm  that  linked  him 
with  a  “secret  team”  allegedly  involved  in 
gun  running,  drug  smuggling  and  political 
assassinations. 

"We’re  looking  at  a  cancer  that  is  deep 
in  our  body  politic  and  needs  surgery,”  a 
spokeswoman  for  that  same  law  firm  told 
some  300  United  Methodist  women  gath¬ 
ered  in  Columbus  Aug.  21-28  for  a  national 
seminar.  The  group  included  representa¬ 
tives  from  72  of  the  73  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  in  the  United  States. 

The  law  firm  has  filed  a  $24  million 
lawsuit  against  29  defendants  involved  in 
the  alleged  secret  team’s  operation,  in¬ 
cluding  many  whose  names  became  well 
known  during  this  summer’s  congres¬ 
sional  probe  of  the  Iran-contra  affair. 

“If  we  successfully  prosecute  (this 
team),  however,  it  won’t  necessarily  cur¬ 
tail  that  kind  of  secrecy,”  said  Sara  Nel¬ 
son,  executive  director  of  the  Christie 
Institute,  an  interfaith  public-interest 
law  firm  based  in  Washington. 

“We  still  as  a  country  will  have  to  deal 
with  the  shadow  government  that  exists 
among  elements  within  the  CIA  and  the 
Pentagon.” 

She  said  those  “elements”  have 
worked  clandestinely  to  manipulate  U.S. 
foreign  policy,  citing  the  diversion  of 
profits  from  weapons  sales  to  Iran  to 
purchase  weapons  for  Nicaraguan  rebels 
ih  defiance  of  Congress. 


UM’s  support  project 

Ms.  Nelson  said  that  $13,500  of  the 
$33,500  given  by  United  Methodists  came 
from  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  with  the 
World  and  National  divisions  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  board  each  contributing  $10,000. 
Women’s  Division  funds  come  primarily 
from  United  Methodist  Women’s  volun¬ 
tary  gifts,  while  World  and  National  Di¬ 
vision  funding  comes  from  apportioned 
World  Service  askings. 

Betty  Thompson,  a  spokeswoman  for 
the  missions  board,  confirmed  the  grants 
to  the  law  firm.  She  also  said  National 
apd  Women’s  Divisions  have  urged  sup- 
pprt  for  the  Christie  Institute’s  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  role  of  the  “secret  team”  in 
funding  the  contras,  contrary  to  U.S.  law. 

The  Christie  Institute  has  received 
grants  for  this  legal  action  from  several 
religious  groups,  ranging  from  Roman 
Catholics  to  Unitarians,  and  from  public- 
ipterest  groups.  The  total  UM  contribu¬ 
tion  is  reportedly  among  the  largest 
received  by  the  institute. 

By  early  September,  however,  more 
than  half  the  $500, 000-plus  received  to  fi¬ 
nance  the  Christie  work  had  come  from 
private  contributors,  said  Stephen  Deal,  di¬ 
rector  of  development  for  the  institute. 

Gifts  fund  probe 

“The  1987  budget  for  the  project  is  $1.6 


million,”  Mr.  Deal  said,  "so  we  are  fac¬ 
ing  the  potential  for  a  serious  financial 
crunch  during  the  next  six  months.” 

Ms.  Nelson  told  the  Reporter  that  con¬ 
tributions  have  been  used  to  pay  for  an  in- 
vestigation  of  a  secret  U.S. -based 
operation  that  allegedly  has  worked  out¬ 
side  the  democratic  process  since  the  ear¬ 
ly  1960s  to  destabilize  governments  in  the 
Caribbean,  Southeast  Asia,  South  Ameri¬ 
ca,  the  Middle  East  and  Central  America. 

In  1986  the  Christie  Institute  filed  its 
civil  lawsuit.  Defendants  include  retired 
generals  John  Singlaub  and  Richard  Se- 
cord;  reputed  Columbia  cocaine  lord 
Pablo  Escobar;  former  CIA  deputy  di¬ 
rector  Ted  Shackley;  and  John  Hull,  an 
American  with  extensive  landholdings  in 
Costa  Rica. 

Others  include  known  assassins,  arms 
dealers  and  cocaine  smugglers,  Ms.  Nel¬ 
son  said. 

Lt.  Col.  North,  she  said,  served  as  a  li¬ 
aison  from  within  the  government  to 
bring  the  already-existing  secret  team 
“on  board”  to  supply  the  Nicaraguan  re¬ 
bels  with  arms  in  violation  of  the  con¬ 
gressional  action,  known  as  the  Boland 
amendment,  which  outlawed  assistance 
to  the  contras. 

To  date,  however,  Lt.  Col.  North  has 
not  been  included  in  the  lawsuit,  the 
Christie  director  noted. 

Mr.  Hull’s  Costa  Rican  ranch  served  as 
the  transfer  point  for  weapons  going  to 
the  contras  and  for  cocaine  smuggled 
into  the  United  States  to  finance  arms 
purchases,  she  said. 

“Guns  down,  drugs  back,"  Ms.  Nelson 
told  the  shocked  United  Methodist  wom¬ 
en  attending  the  national  seminar. 

Typically,  the  women  were  told,  as 
much  as  a  ton  of  cocaine  a  week  was 
smuggled  into  the  United  States  on  a 
shrimp  boat  unloading  at  a  fish  market 
in  Miami. 

“The  New  York  Times”  reported  July 


Sara  Nelson 


‘13  that  several  news  organizations,  as 
well  as  congressional  investigators,  had 
looked  into  allegations  of  drugs  sold  to 
arm  the  contras  but  had  not  found  proof. 

Other  observers  question  the  breadth 
of  the  Christie  Institute’s  claims.  One 
skeptic  is  Kent  R.  Hill,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  for  the  Washington-based  Institute  of 
Religion  and  Democracy,  an  interde- 
moninational  conservative  think-tank. 

Mr.  Hill  said  the  Christie  Institute  pre¬ 
viously  has  used  lawsuits  to  levy  broad 
allegations,  not  all  of  which  can  be  sub¬ 
stantiated,  to  get  widespread  publicity 
for  its  causes. 

"In  this  case,  they’ve  said  they  don’t 
believe  the  U.S.  government  is  an  effec¬ 
tive  democracy  but  that  it’s  moving  to¬ 
ward  a  national  security  state,”  Mr.  Hill 
said.  "The  last  time  I  heard  rhetoric  like 
this  was  on  the  extreme  right.” 

‘Team’  linked  to  other  events 

Ms.  Nelson  said  the  “secret  team”  was 
created  in  the  late  1950s  to  try  to  under¬ 
mine  the  Cuban  government  of  Fidel 
Castro.  The  team  has  also  been  linked  to 
opium  trafficking  in  Southeast  Asia,  the 
overthrow  of  Salvador  Allende’s  govern¬ 
ment  in  Chile,  mass  assassinations  in 
Vietnam,  support  of  the  shah  in  Iran  and 
of  Anastasio  Somoza ’s  regime  in  Nicara¬ 
gua,  and  equipping  the  contras,  she  said. 

However,  it  wasn’t  until  the  Christie 
Institute  filed  its  lawsuit  May  29,  1986, 
on  behalf  of  two  journalists— Tony  Avir- 
gan  and  his  wife,  Martha  Honey— that 
the  story  of  the  secret  team  unfolded, 
Ms.  Nelson  said.  Mr.  Avirgan  was  injured 
in  a  bomb  blast  intended  to  kill  contra 
leader  Eden  Pastora  May  30,  1984,  at  La 
Penca,  Nicaragua. 

The  suit  alleges  that  the  bombing  was 
part  of  an  overall  scheme  planned  and 
carried  out  by  other  contra  leaders 
named  in  the  suit  and  their  supporters. 

The  bombing  was  designed,  Ms.  Nelson 
said,  to  kill  Mr.  Pastora  because  of  his 
refusal  to  cooperate  with  contras  who 
had  been  former  National  Guardsmen  in 
the  defeated  Somoza  government. 

The  ex -Somoza  officials  planned  to  kill 
Mr.  Pastora  and  establish  their  own  force 
in  southern  Nicaragua— a  force  equipped, 
supplied  and  trained  in  the  United  States 
by  U.S.  citizens  in  violation  of  the  U.S. 
Neutrality  Act,  Ms.  Nelson  said. 

That  act  forbids  military  action  origi¬ 
nating  on  U.S.  soil  against  a  government 
with  which  the  United  States  is  not  at 
war,  she  explained. 

The  drug  smuggling,  gun  running  and 
laundering  of  funds  in  violation  of  U.S. 
banking  laws  as  alleged  in  the  Christie 
Institute  suit  are  also  a  violation  of  the 
Racketeer.  Information  and  Corrupt  Or- 
ganization  Taw,  Ms.  Nelson  said.  ? 

The  Christie  Institute  hopes  that  its 
lawsuit  will  bring  the  activities  of  the  se¬ 
cret  team  to  light  and  that  team  mem¬ 
bers  will  be  held  accountable  for  their 
actions,  Ms.  Nelson  said. 

“I  have  a  lot  of  faith  in  the  American 
people,”  she  said.  “The  thing  they  lack 
sometimes  are  facts.” 


PHOTO  BY  ROB  NELSON  FOR  READER  S  DIGEST 

ROYSTON,  Ga.— School  teacher  and  United  Methodist  laywoman  Alice  Terry  (right  rear)  stands  with  former 
members  of  her  sixth-grade  class— from  left  Judi  Gurley,  Matt  Wilson,  Brandee  Braswell,  Derrick  Gable,  and  Ju- 
linna  Oxley  in  the  newly  developed  downtown  district  of  Royston.  Mrs.  Terry  and  her  “Ripples  Class”  received  the 
1986  Public  Service  Award  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior  for  their  “creativity,  ingenuity  and  persever¬ 
ance”  in  revitalizing  their  dying  town.  They  are  also  featured  in  the  September  “Reader’s  Digest.” 

Her  ‘ripple  effect 9  cleans  up  town 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

An  elementary  school  class  for  gifted 
children  has  revitalized  a  dying  Georgia 
town— even  including  one  piece  of 
church  property — through  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  a  United  Methodist  laywoman. 

Alice  Terry,  a  teacher  at  Royston  (Ga.) 
Elementary  School,  and  members  of  her 
1984  sixth-grade  “challenge  class”  are 
featured  in  the  September  "Reader’s  Di¬ 
gest”  as  recipients  of  the  1986  Public 
Service  Award  from  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Interior. 

Through  one  classroom  assignment, 
this  group— called  “Ripples”  because  the 
students  wanted  to  start  a  ripple  effect 
among  Royston  citizens  to  improve  their 
town— started  a  wave  of  interest  in  up¬ 
grading  the  downtown  district  and  keep¬ 
ing  the  town  alive. 

According  to  “Reader’s  Digest,"  the 
group  showed  America  that  everyone 
can  make  a  difference  in  his  or  her 
hometown— through  caring  and  doing. 

Outing  prompts  project 

Mrs.  Terry,  an  active  member  of 
Royston’s  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  said  the  idea  to  revitalize  her 
town  started  in  September,  1984  when 


Pope’s  trip  sparks  ecumenical  contacts 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

At  the  close  of  an  ecumenical  service 
between  United  Methodists  and  Roman 
Catholics  in  Miami,  Fla.— the  city  where 
Pope  John  Paul  II  began  his  U.S.  tour 
this  week— a  woman  came  up  to  the 
Rev.  Cesar  Benitez,  a  retired  supply  pas¬ 
tor  serving  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  South  Dade  Hispanic  Mission. 

;  She  introduced  herself  as  a  Methodist 
from  Cuba  but  said  she  had  not  been  go¬ 
ing  to  any  church  for  some  time. 

One  of  the  woman’s  Roman  Catholic 
neighbors,  aware  that  she  was  Methodist, 
had  invited  her  to  a  prayer  service  the 
two  churches  were  holding  as  a  gesture 
of  Christian  friendship  in  preparation  for 
the  pope’s  visit,  she  said. 

After  asking  Mr.  Benitez  for  his  busi¬ 
ness  card,  she  told  him  she  was  consider¬ 


ing  attending  services  at  South  Dade 
Hispanic  Mission. 

Many  see  ‘up  side’  to  trip 

That  vignette  illustrates  the  “up  side” 
of  what  many  United  Methodists  hope 
the  Pope’s  visit  will  accomplish— name¬ 
ly,  renewed  interest  among  members  of 
all  denominations. 

Several  United  Methodist  officials  will 
take  part  in  the  pope's  tour,  including  an 
historic  ecumenical  meeting  with  the 
pontiff  and  several  services  at  the  nine 
stops  planned  in  this  country. 

Bishop  Earl  Hunt  (Florida  Area),  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Council  of  Bishops,  and  United  Methodist 
Gerald  F.  Moede,  top  executive  of  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union,  will  be 
among  22  Protestant  leaders  meeting 
with  Pope  John  Paul  II  Sept.  11  in  Co¬ 


CLASSIFIEDS  I 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 

.  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

CAMP  ASSISTANT  MANAGER-Methodist  As¬ 
sembly  in  Sacramento  Mountains.  Permanent.  12- 
month  position  with  lodging,  '/j  meals,  other 
benefits.  For  application  contact  Dave  North. 
SMA.  Box  188.  Sacramento.  New  Mexico  88347. 
Deadline  October  9.  1987  (505)  687-3414  j 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  Western  rural  life  cen- 
ter  Full-time.  Begin  June  1988.  Salary  negotiable. 
Work  with  churches,  denominational  and  ecumeni¬ 
cal  agencies,  and  seminaries  to  develop  leader¬ 
ship.  programming  and  support  for  rural  and 
small  congregations.  Inquiries  to:  Small  Church 
Center.  PO  Box  514.  Filer.  ID  83328. 

POSITION  OF  DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education 
open.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  St.  John's  United 
Methodist  Church.  1001  Grand  Boulevard.  Green¬ 
wood.  MS  38930.  Telephone  (601)  453-7522. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Christian  Education 
and  Youth  is  sought  to  continue  an  active  youth 
program  for  First  United  Methodist  Church,  on 
beautiful  Grand  Lake  in  Grove.  Okla.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  education  &  experience.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church.  900 
Wesley  Drive.  Grove.  OK  74344  or  call  for  more  in¬ 
formation  to  :  Rev.  W.W.  Story  (918)  786-5148. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  ministries  position  available 
at  2.400-member  First  UMC.  Odessa.  TX  Program 
includes  choirs  for  all  ages,  vocal  ensembles,  hand¬ 
bells.  church  orchestra.  Experience  preferred,  salary 
negotiable  Resumes  to:  Rev.  Charles  N.  Crutchfield. 
First  UMC.  415  N.  Lee.  Odessa,  TX  79761. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  ministries 
for  dynamic  suburban  Central  Florida  church.  In¬ 
volves  full  range  of  responsibilities  in  youth  minis¬ 
try  to  grades  6-12.  Bachelor  s  degree  in  Christian 
education  or  equivalent  degree  in  youth-related 
field  required  Three  to  five  years  of  full-time  em¬ 
ployment  in  youth  ministry  preferred.  Salary  low 
to  mid  20  s.  Submit  resume  immediately  to  San- 
lando  United  Methodist  Church.  1890  West  State 
Road  434.  Longwood.  FL  32750. 

SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA  SUBURBAN  church 

(size  450)  seeks  full-time  director  of  music  minis¬ 
tries.  starting  January  1988.  Outstanding  music 
program  including  two  adult  choirs,  three  youth 
choirs,  two  bell  choirs.  Salary  range  $17,000- 
$21,000  plus  medical  and  dental.  Send  resume  by 
October  1  to  Mesa  Verde  UMC.  1701  Baker  Street. 
Costa  Mesa.  CA  92626 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  United  Methodist 
Church-related  community  center.  Laredo.  Texas, 
seeking  person  to  plan,  direct  and  coordinate:  devel¬ 
opment  and  administration  of  all  program  activities; 
construction  of  new  facility:  supervision  of  property 
maintenance  and  personnel;  personnel  development 
and  management:  financial  management;  fund  rais¬ 
ing.  Requirements:  undergraduate  degree  in  social 
sciences  or  business  management:  experience  in  per¬ 
sonnel  management;  excellent  communication  skills 
in  English  and  in  Spanish  also  preferred:  experience 
in  fund  raising  and  budget  control;  commitment  to 
mission  and  outreach  ministries  of  United  Methodist 
Church  Salary  negotiable.  Deadline  to  receive  re- 
sumes:  October  23.  1987  Send  resumes  to  National 
Division.  GBGM.  475  Riverside  Drive.  Room  362. 
New  York.  NY  10115. 

DIRECTOR  OR  ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  sought  for  3,700-member  church  in 
Southern  Oklahoma.  Send  letter  of  inquiry  and  re¬ 
sume  to  Dr  Argus  J.  Hamilton.  Jr..  Box  1632.  Ard¬ 
more.  OK  73402. 

9-DAY  HOLY  LAND  TOUR  $1,098.  Leaving  New 
York  March  25.  1988.  Optional  extension  to  Egypt. 
Rev.  Danny  E.  Morris  and  Gilbert  Solley  invite  you 
<  for  this  inspirational  experience.  Brochure/  write 
Trinity  UMC.  3200  Manatee  Ave.  W.,  Bradenton, 
•FL  34205  (813)747-3704 

.  ORGANIST/CHOIR  MASTER.  1.400-member 

church,  growing  edge  NW  Houston.  Direct  and/or 
supervise  adult  choir,  adult  bells,  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren's  choirs.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to 
;  Gail  DiGeronimo.  Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church.  11330  Louetta,  Houston.  TX  77070. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  San  An¬ 
gelo.  Texas,  seeks  a  certified  director  of  Christian 
education  1.300  members  in  downtown  area  of 
80.000-population  city.  Active  lay  leadership,  full 
program  for  all  ages,  musical  skills  desired,  but 
not  essential.  Mail  resume,  references,  and  salary 
desired.  37  E.  Beauregard.  San  Angelo.  Texas  or 
call  (915)  655-8981. 

;  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Friends- 

,  wood  United  Methodist  Church.  Growing  church  with 
membership  of  1,700  near  Houston,  Texas.  Send  letter 
of  application  and  resume  to:  Don  Meador,  204 
W.Edgewood.  Friendswood,  TX  77546. 

lumbia,  S.  C.,  for  “an  ecumencial  conver¬ 
sation”  in  the  home  of  Dr.  James 
Holderman,  president  of  the  University 
of  South  Carolina. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Jones,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  and  chairman  of  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  department  of  religious  studies, 
said  the  South  Carolina  meeting  may  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  most  significant  events 
in  American  religious  history. 

He  said  the  swirl  of  events  surround¬ 
ing  the  pope’s  visit  has  left  him  more 
"ecumenically  alive”  as  a  Methodist,  and 
that  he  plans  to  follow  the  aftermath  of 
the  meeting  carefully. 

“Recognizing  the  barriers  to  oneness 
in  Christ  excites  me,”  Dr.  Jones  said.  “If 
ways  can  be  found  in  good  conscience  to 
break  down  those  barriers,  then  I’m  all 
for  that." 

NCC  statement  issued 

Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey  (Louisville 
area)  earlier  had  joined  32  other  leaders 
in  the  National  Council  of  Churches  call¬ 
ing  on  all  Christians  to  “seize”  the  visit 
of  Pope  John  Paul  II  as  "an  opportunity 
for  renewed  common  witness  before  a 
divided  and  hurting  world.” 

The  NCC  statement  mentioned  “ten¬ 
sions  that  will  likely  surface  during  this 
papal  visit.”  Among  "tensions”  facing 
some  United  Methodists  is  fear  that  any 
embracing  of  the  pope’s  visit  will  send  a 
confusing  signal  to  grassroots  members 
who  are  Hispanic. 

The  Rev.  Hector  Gonzalez  Jr.,  pastor 
of  West  Lawn  United  Methodist  Church 
in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  the  pope 
will  be  next  week,  is  one. 

“I  think  it  is  going  to  have  a  signifi¬ 
cant  effect  because  they  (the  Catholics) 
already  have  a  campaign  that  says. 
‘Come  back  home'  (Regrese  a  su  hogar) 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  church,”  Mr.  Gon¬ 
zalez  said. 

"Just  his  presence  here  is  a  sermon  in 
itself,"  he  said  of  the  pope’s  visit.  "The 
message  is  clear.  Borderline  United 
Methodists  will  feel  a  tremendous  pres¬ 
sure.” 

Most  of  these  are  spouses,  he  said,  not¬ 
ing  that  at  West  Lawn  UMC  about  40  per¬ 
cent  of  the  spouses  of  United  Methodist 
members— whether  they  be  male  or  fe¬ 
male— come  from  Catholic  backgrounds. 

A  lot  don’t  remember 

The  Rev.  Dan  Rodriguez,  pastor  at 
700-member  La  Trinidad  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  San  Antonio,  said  he  under¬ 
stood  the  concern  of  pastors  dealing  with 


“It  has  been  a  clear  sign 
of  Christ’s  presence  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  working 
throughout  the  city.” 

— the  Rev.  Elaine  Smith 


new  converts. 

“But  I’m  dealing  with  an  historic 
church,"  he  said.  "A  lot  of  this  church’s 
members  don't  even  remember  the  Cath¬ 
olic  church.  Maybe  their  parents  were 
Catholic  or  their  grandparents,  but  they 
are  far  removed  from  Roman  Catholi¬ 
cism." 

Many  of  San  Antonio’s  United  Method¬ 
ists  will  identify  with  the  Rev.  Elaine 
Smith  of  Bethany  UMC  in  northeast  San 
Antonio  who  coordinated  an  ecumenical 
event  this  week  under  auspices  of  the 
Texas  Conference  of  Churches. 

The  Sept.  10  service— an  ecumenical 
“Celebration  of  Christian  Unity”— fea¬ 
tured  United  Methodist  Bishop  Ernest  T. 
Dixon  Jr.  (San  Antonio  area)  preaching 
at  Trinity  Baptist,  a  Southern  Baptist 
church,  to  an  overflow  crowd  that  in¬ 
cluded  both  Protestants  and  Catholics. 

The  service  was  timed  to  coincide  with 
the  arrival  of  the  pope  on  U.S.  soil. 

“It  has  been  a  clear  sign  of  Christ's 
presence  and  the  Holy  Spirit  working 
throughout  the  city,"  she  said  of  the  way 
the  event  captured  the  imagination  of 
San  Antonio’s  ecumenical  community. 

In  Los  Angeles,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Ro¬ 
driguez  of  La  Plaza  UMC  said  he  be¬ 
lieved  the  pope’s  stopover  in  his  city 
would  have  a  beneficial  effect. 

“I  look  at  it  very  positively,”  he  said. 
“I  feel  that  his  presence  here  as  a  good¬ 
will  ambassador  will  serve  to  unify  peo¬ 
ple  as  it  has  around  the  world.” 

Pope  John  Paul  II  left  that  legacy  in 
his  1979  tour  of  the  U.S.,  according  to  a 
United  Methodist  lay  member  from 
Iowa,  where  he  visited. 

Naomi  Christensen,  a  farmer  from 
Hastings,  Iowa,  said  the  pope’s  visit 
“helped  create  a  greater  feeling  of  re¬ 
spect  among  (United  Methodists  and 
Catholics). 

“In  our  own  county  there  is  a  much 
better  relationship,"  she  said.  "The  Cath¬ 
olic  church  in  Glenwood  recently  invited 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 
churches  here  to  attend  a  banquet  and 
asked  our  district  superintendent  from 
Council  Bluffs,  too." 


her  class  was  on  a  field  trip  through  the 
downtown  area.  The  students  noticed 
that  the  former  cotton  center,  100  miles 
northeast  of  Atlanta  with  a  population 
of  2,650,  had  an  unsightly  appearance. 

“The  students  saw  litter  and  over¬ 
grown  weeds  surrounding  the  shops,”  she 
said.  "There  were  boarded-up  buildings 
that  were  about  to  fall  down  and  a  pile  of 
junked  cars  and  trucks  next  to  the  city 
park.  One  student  almost  began  to  cry.” 

The  teacher  said  she  gave  students  the 
assignment  of  finding  out  why  city  offi¬ 
cials  had  not  done  more  to  halt  the  de¬ 
cline  of  the  downtown  district. 

Students  pursue  many  efforts 

During  the  year-long  class,  which  met 
every  Wednesday  and  Friday,  students 
developed  a  letter-writing  campaign, 
wrote  proposals  to  the  city  council,  cre¬ 
ated  drawings  of  building  plans  and  per¬ 
suaded  Royston’s  mayor  to  use 
municipal  funds  for  an  opinion  survey  of 
area  residents,  she  said. 

The  youths  organized  a  cleanup  day 
for  the  town  May  15, 1985,  as  a  final  proj¬ 
ect  of  the  “Ripples  class,”  Mrs.  Terry 
said.  The  students  encouraged  their 
classmates,  teachers,  local  merchants, 
neighbors  and  city  officials  to  take  pride 
in  Royston  and  join  the  cleanup  team. 

“My  usual  grading  system  for  the  gift¬ 
ed  class  is  within  three  areas:  unsatisfac¬ 
tory,  satisfactory  and  excellent,  with  the 
highest  grade  being  achieved  at  150 
points,"  Mrs.  Terry  told  the  Reporter. 
"But  the  class  was  doing  so  well  that  by 
the  middle  of  the  year,  each  student  had 
passed  the  400  mark,  so  I  just  about  quit 
counting  the  points.” 

Even  after  the  students  graduated  to 
Franklin  County  Junior  High  School, 
they  continued  to  check  on  the  revitaliza¬ 
tion  project,  said  Dan  Terry,  Royston  El¬ 
ementary  School  principal  and  husband 
of  Alice. 

He  told  the  Reporter  that  the  “Ripples 
Gang"  (as  the  students  now  are  called 
around  town)  is  beginning  its  freshman 
year  at  Franklin  County  High  School  this 
month.  But  members  are  still  seeing  the 
fruits  of  their  labor  in  Royston.  Two  build¬ 
ings  have  been  completely  restored,  and 
city  planners  have  written  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  master  plan  for  future  development. 

"Before  Ripples’  we  had  little  growth 
in  five  years,”  said  Greg  Hall,  president 
of  the  Royston  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
"Now  we  have  over  20  new  businesses. 
Our  town  has  more  potential  than  ever.” 

Service  comes  naturally 

Mrs.  Terry’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bobby  G. 
Willis,  told  the  Reporter  that  combining 


“In  any  classroom  there 
has  to  be  some  amount  of 
motivation.  And  using  mo¬ 
tivation  is  similar  to  hav¬ 
ing  faith,  because  both  can 
be  a  positive  force  in  the 
lives  of  these  students.” 

— Alice  Terry 

a  teaching  career  with  community  ser¬ 
vice  comes  naturally  for  the  38-year-old 
mother  of  8-year-old  twin  girls  and  a  12- 
year-old  daughter. 

He  said  Mrs.  Terry  inspired  her  most 
recent  sixth-grade  class  (1986-87)  to  tack¬ 
le  another  community  problem:  teen¬ 
agers  who  cruised  the  streets  in  cars 
during  weekends.  4h  l 

“She  got  the  class  to  set  up  a  conces¬ 
sion  stand  and  sell  refreshmentsi  to  the 
teens  to  keep  the  kids  from  riding  around 
drinking  (alcohol)  through  the  town,”  Mr. 
Willis  said,  “Alice  also  got  a  committee 
to  provide  live  entertainment  on  week 
ends  at  the  old  fairgrounds,  which  be¬ 
came  a  big  gathering  spot  for  our  youth 
and  those  from  nearby  counties.” 

Mrs.  Terry  also  headed  a  restoration 
project  of  a  19th  century  home  on  prop¬ 
erty  owned  by  the  church.  Some  mem¬ 
bers  thought  it  should  be  torn  down  and 
the  land  used  for  a  church  parking  lot. 

"A  committee  was  allowed  to  restore 
the  old  home,  as  long  as  we  could  raise  the 
funding  for  the  project,”  said  Mrs.  Terry. 
“Now  I  really  had  to  have  faith  that  we 
would  find  the  money  for  the  project. 

"But  we  received  a  $10,000  grant  from 
D.  W.  Brooks,  a  native  of  Royston  and  a 
United  Methodist  layman  who  is  chair¬ 
man  emeritus  of  Goldkist  International, 
a  large  corporation  based  in  Atlanta. 

"After  that,  we  got  the  whole  congre¬ 
gation  together  and  fixed  up  the  whole 
house.” 

Now  the  church  uses  the  house  for  Sun¬ 
day-school  classes  and  United  Methodist. 
Women  meetings. 

When  asked  how  she  is  able  to  motivate 
elementary  school  students  to  tackle  proj¬ 
ects  outside  the  classroom,  Mrs.  Terry 
said,  “It  just  takes  caring  and  doing. 

"In  any  classroom  there  has  to  be 
some  amount  of  motivation.  And  using 
motivation  is  similar  to  having  faith,  be¬ 
cause  both  can  be  a  positive  force  in  the 
lives  of  these  students. 

"I  motivate  people  to  have  faith  in 
themselves  and  see  that  nothing  is  im¬ 
possible.  But  that  comes  with  the  job  of 
being  a  teacher.” 


Editors,  top  delegates  due 
General  Conference  briefing 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ST.  LOUIS— Issues  expected  to  be  de¬ 
bated  at  the  1988  session  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  top  legislative  body 
will  be  previewed  at  a  national  meeting 
Oct.  29-31  in  St.  Louis. 

More  than  175  of  the  denomination’s 
editors  and  communications  directors 
are  expected  to  attend  the  briefing,  as 
well  as  heads  of  annual  (regional)  confer¬ 
ence  delegations  to  the  legislative  as¬ 
sembly  April  26-May  6, 1988,  in  St.  Louis. 

Known  officially  as  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  1988  meeting  will  have  al¬ 
most  1,000  lay  and  clergy  delegates  from 
the  United  States,  the  Philippines  and 
parts  of  Africa  and  Europe. 

The  General  Conference,  which  meets 
every  four  years,  has  the  responsibility 
for  setting  church  priorities  and  basic 
laws  to  be  in  effect  from  1989  until  1992. 

It  is  the  only  body  that  can  speak  offi¬ 
cially  for  the  9.2-million  member  church. 

Legislation  adopted  at  the  General 
Conference  will  be  based  on  petitions 
submitted  by  individual  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  official  organizations,  and  on 


proposals  from  denominational  board? 
and  study  commissions. 

Executives  of  the  denomination’s  na¬ 
tional  boards  will  review  for  the  editor? 
and  delegation  heads  what  they  plan  to 
put  into  the  legislative  hopper. 

Also  to  be  heard  are  heads  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  ethnic  minority  and  special  interest 
caucuses  within  United  Methodism. 

Certain  to  be  debated  by  the  delegates, 
will  be  a  proposed  hymn  and  worship 
book,  issues  such  as  the  continuing  de¬ 
cline  in  church  membership,  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  ordination  and  appointment  as 
clergy,  and  the  church’s  missions  work. 

A  number  of  statements  on  public  is-: 
sues  such  as  world  peace  and  nuclear 
arms,  the  nation’s  farm  crisis  and  U.S. 
foreign  policy  also  will  be  considered. 

The  Pre-General  Conference  News 
Briefing  is  sponsored  every  foliT  years 
by  United  Methodist  News  Service  and 
the  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators. 

The  latter  group  will  hold  its  annual 
awards  dinner  Oct.  30  in  conjunction 
with  the  briefing. 


CATALOG  OF 


SCRIPTURE  RESOURCES 


All  Scriptures  are  available  at  the  cost  of  publication  from  the  American  Bible 
Society,  a  non  profit  organization  serving  the  people  of  God  everywhere. 


A  BS  Scripture 
Resources 
catalog — FREE 


Mail  coupon  to:  American  Bible  Society  N95076 

1865  Broadway 
New  YorV.  NY  10023 

YES,  I  want  to  enhance  my  ministries  by  using  ABS 
Scriptures.  Please  send  me  a  copy  of  your  new  Scripture 
Resources  catalog  free  of  charge 
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Church  s  Try  us,  you’ll  like  us’  technique  works 


SEPTEMBER  11,  1987 


Invitations  to  Easter  service  key  to  outreach  success 


By  GLEN  LARUM 


PHOTOS  COURTESY  OF  FIRST  UMC,  OLYMPIA 


For  the  past  two  years,  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Olympia,  Wash.,  has  conducted  two  Easter  morning 
services  in  the  958-seat  Washington  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts  for  standing-room-only  crowds.  Congregation¬ 
al  leaders  credit  much  of  the  church’s  growth  and  vitality  to  these  community-wide  services. 


Associate  Editor 

OLYMPIA,  Wash. — Each  spring  First 
United  Methodist  Church  members  mail 
out  25,000  invitations. 

They  invite  most  residents  in  this 
state-capital  city  to  join  them  at  Easter 
worship  services. 

There  isn’t  room  at  the  church,  of 
course.  But  they’ve  thought  of  that. 

For  the  past  two  Easters,  First  UMC 
has  conducted  services  in  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts. 
Standing-room-only  crowds  have  filled 
the  luxurious  958-seat  facility  for  two 
morning  services  each  Easter. 

The  arts  center  works  so  well  as  a  set¬ 
ting  for  an  Easter  celebration  and  as  an 
open  door  to  First  UMC  that  church  offi¬ 
cials  have  the  facility  booked  five  years 
in  advance. 

For  traditionalists  in  the  congregation, 
First  UMC  also  has  an  early  morning 
Easter  service  in  its  own  sanctuary  with 
its  lovely  stained-glass. 

The  innovative  services  in  the  center 
are  more  than  memorable  Easter  cele¬ 
brations.  They’re  a  key  to  First  UMC’s 
remarkably  successful  outreach— evan¬ 
gelism  built  on  a  "Try  us.  You’ll  like  us” 
foundation. 

That  outreach  has  helped  bring  in 
more  than  240  new  members  during  the 
past  two  years. 

‘We  say,  come,  come,  come  . . 

“We’re  still  picking  up  members  as  a  re- 


The  church 


suit”  of  the  Easter  experiences,  said  Gail 
Harris,  director  of  membership  services. 

In  1985  the  1,391 -member  church  re¬ 
ceived  119  members— 56  by  profession  of 
faith.  In  1986  it  received  122—63  by  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith. 

“I  think  we  can  do  even  better,”  said 
the  Rev.  Larry  L.  Speicher,  senior  minis¬ 
ter.  He  pointed  out  that  the  church  aver¬ 
ages  four  new  visitor  families  each 
week,  or  208  families  a  year. 

“So,  in  a  sense  I  am  a  little  disappoint¬ 
ed  (with  just  241  new  members  in  two 
years),’’  Dr.  Speicher  said.  He  said  he 
thinks  one  key  to  membership  recruit¬ 
ment  is  to  contact  visitors  quickly  after 
they  visit. 

Church  members  work  hard— and 
uniquely— to  do  that.  They  take  visitors 
a  handcrafted  pottery  vase  filled  with 
flowers  the  afternoon  of  the  first  Sunday 
they  visit  First  UMC. 

The  church’s  evangelism  is  focused 
around  that  kind  of  personal  witness  and 
follow-up  contact— coffees,  calls  on  fam¬ 
ilies,  volunteer  assistance  programs, 
youth  groups,  etc. 

Laywoman  Debbi  Pattin  exemplifies 
that  brand  of  focused  witnessing.  She  has 
helped  develop  educational  sessions  at  the 


church  for  young  mothers  to  discuss  top¬ 
ics  ranging  from  discipline  and  sibling  ri¬ 
valries  to  breast-feeding.  A  local 
newspaper  story  attracted  non-members, 
and  some  of  those  have  joined  the  church. 

Dr.  Speicher  said,  “The  personal  wit¬ 
ness  here  is  indirect.  We  engage  people 
at  a  less-threatening  level. 

“We  say,  ‘Come,  come,  come  ...  to 
something  going  on  at  the  church.’  ” 

Program  variety  also  important 

R  Peggy  Smith,  council  on  ministries 
chairwoman,  cited  the  variety  of  pro¬ 
grams  offered. 

“We  are  gaining  members  because  we 
are  like  a  big-city  church  in  what  isn’t 
really  a  big  city,”  she  said.  “One  real 
plus  of  this  church  is  the  multitude  of  ac¬ 
tivities.” 

New  member  Linda  Vanderbilt  espe¬ 
cially  likes  that. 

“They  have  activities  that  meet  my 
needs,”  she  said.  "Right  away,  they  try 
and  plug  you  in.  They  make  you  feel  like 
a  vital  member  even  though  the  church 
is  large.” 

Amory  Peck,  who  heads  the  adminis¬ 
trative  board,  regards  the  church's  size 
as  a  mixed  blessing. 

"There  is  a  small-town  feeling  in 
Olympia,”  Ms.  Peck  said.  “And  a  grow¬ 
ing  pain  for  this  church  is  that  we  are 
growing  too  large  to  have  that  (small 
town)  kind  of  relationship.” 

She  said  one  of  the  church’s  goals  is  to 
create  that  relationship  in  close-knit 
"caring  groups”  that  grow  out  of  evening 
groups  and  Sunday-school  classes. 

That  is  already  happening,  according 
to  some  new  members. 

Jane  Meyer,  a  member  less  than  a 
year,  said  she  found  First  UMC  remark¬ 
ably  like  her  “80-family  church  back 
home  in  southwest  Wisconsin.”  She  said 
her  Bible  class  has  become  one  of  those 
tightly  knit  groups  in  which  members 
care  for  and  pray  for  each  other. 

First  UMC  has  long  had  a  reputation 
for  helping  others.  For  instance,  the  con¬ 
gregation,  with  a  history  of  involvement 
in  the  refugee  movement  dating  back  to 
European  refugees,  now  assists  South¬ 
east  Asian  families. 

Opportunities  abound 

First  UMC's  “10-to-l”  plan— 10  fam¬ 
ilies  helping  one  refugee  family— has 
made  helping  refugees  a  very  personal 
business.  The  families  help  with  "cash 
flow,”  transportation,  housing,  shopping, 
personal  tutoring  with  English,  etc. 

The  congregation  also  helps  sponsor  cur¬ 
rent  missionaries,  including  two  members 


of  the  congregation— Howard  and  Peggy 
Heiner,  UM  missionaries  in  Nicaragua. 

Newcomers  have  a  wealth  of  opportu¬ 
nities  to  get  involved. 

Ms.  Meyer,  for  example,  is  involved  in 
the  church’s  budding  video  productions 
department,  which  is  considering  a  cable 
television  series  featuring  local  people 
whose  faith  ties  in  with  their  work. 

Eldon  Marshall,  who  has  been  a 
church  member  since  1950,  said  its  "ex¬ 
cellent  team  concept”  is  a  strength.  He 
credited  the  Rev.  Paul  Beeman,  pastor 
from  1973-1984,  as  being  instrumental  in 
developing  that  approach  at  First  UMC. 

Dr.  Speicher,  the  46-year-old  current 
pastor,  is  lauded  for  his  leadership  by  vet¬ 
eran  members  like  Mr.  Marshall  and  new¬ 
comers  like  Cobb  Laslie.  Mr.  Laslie,  a 
career  military  man  from  nearby  Fort 


Lewis,  said,  "Leadership  is  my  business, 
and  I  recognize  that  in  him  (Dr.  Speicher).” 

The  associate  in  charge  of  education 
and  programming  is  the  Rev.  Richard  S. 
Smith,  a  nationally  known  former  educa¬ 
tion  director  for  the  denomination’s  old 
Board  of  Evangelism.  He  left  that  post  to 
join  the  First  UMC  staff  in  1982. 

The  Rev.  I.  Ruth  Gray,  who  joined  the 
staff  full-time  this  year,  directs  new 
members’  activities.  She  succeeds  a  veri¬ 
table  dynamo  in  Marion  Kline,  who 
brought  15  years  of  missionary  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  Philippines  to  the  post. 

Women  provide  ‘role  models’ 

Many  new  women  members  cited  the 
presence  of  strong  leadership— female 
as  well  as  male— as  an  important  ingre¬ 
dient  that  helped  make  them  feel  more 


comfortable  with  the  church. 

"Women  leaders  are  critically  impor¬ 
tant,”  said  new  member  Patti  Gee,  adding 
that  they  help  "affirm  her  as  a  person.” 

New  members  can  cite  the  presence  of 
strong  leadership,  the  Easter  entry  door¬ 
way,  the  variety  of  programs  or  the  rich¬ 
ness  of  congregational  life  as  their  , 
reason  for  joining  the  church. 

It  all  serves  to  underscore  First  UMC'£; 
ever-present  invitation  to  “come,  come, 
come.” 

"The  Church  Aflame"  is  an  ongoing 
series  about  growing  United  Methodist 
congregations  deemed  by  the  Reporter 
editorial  staff  as  having  exemplary  spiri¬ 
tual  vitality.  Nominations  for  churches 
to  be  included  in  the  series  are  welcome. 


the  church  today 


involved  in  the  Pacific  Homes  case,  will 
speak  about  suits  against  the  church  and 
litigation  strategy. 

Other  speakers  include  Tom  Matheny, 
president  of  the  church’s  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  Paul  J.  Bankes  Jr.,  attorney  for 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Dr.  Matheny  will  discuss  the  role  of 
the  Judicial  Council,  often  referred  to  as 
the  “Supreme  Court”  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  Mr.  Bankes  will  speak 
on  recent  cases  involving  churches. 

Georgia  UMs  to  open  third 
child  residential  facility 

CEDARTOWN,  Ga.  (UMNS)— United 


Methodist  Children  and  Family  Services, 
which  operates  two  residential  child¬ 
care  facilities  in  Cedartown,  added  a 
third  in  South  Georgia  Sept.  1,  when  it 
took  over  management  of  the  Vashti 
Center  in  Thomasville. 

The  Murphy-Harpst  Children’s  Family 
Services  offers  therapeutic  treatment,  just 
short  of  hospitalization,  to  50  troubled  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth,  most  of  whom  are  classi¬ 
fied  as  “intermediate  care”  recipients. 

Vashti  began  in  1903  as  a  home  and 
school  for  girls.  It  has  admitted  troubled 
children  in  recent  years,  and  in  the  1970s 
began  to  serve  boys  as  well  as  girls. 
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Dallas  minister  surrenders  credentials 


DALLAS— The  Rev  Walker  L.  Railey, 
40-year-old  former  minister  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  vol¬ 
untarily  surrendered  his  ministerial  cre¬ 
dentials  to  his  area  bishop  on  Sept.  2. 

In  a  prepared  statement  Dr.  Railey 
cited  “an  increasing  amount  of  stress”  in 
his  life  since  his  wife  was  strangled  al¬ 
most  to  death  April  21,  including  the  on¬ 
going  investigation  into  the  crime. 

His  wife,  Margaret,  remains  in  a  coma 
in  a  nursing  home  near  Tyler,  Texas, 
where  she  was  moved  recently.  The  cou¬ 
ple’s  two  children  continue  to  be  cared 
for  by  family  friends. 

"Over  the  past  four  months,"  Dr.  Railey 
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said  in  a  statement  released  by  Bishop 
John  Russell  (Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area), 
“the  burdens  upon  me  have  been  tremen¬ 
dous,  as  have  the  complexity  and  confu¬ 
sion  of  the  situations  surrounding  my  life.” 

He  said  he  would  cherish  his  22  years 
in  the  ministry  and  looked  forward  “to 
serving  God,  however  that  may  be.” 

Bishop  Russell,  in  a  public  statement, 
said  Dr.  Railey’s  decision  was  voluntary, 
noting  that  no  formal  charges  had  been 
filed  against  him. 

"I  am  deeply  saddened  concerning  all 
the  tragic  events  surrounding  the  Railey 
family,"  he  said.  "The  whole  church  shall 
continue  to  pray  for  all  members  of  the 
family.” 

Dr.  Railey  told  police  he  found  his  wife 
on  the  garage  floor  of  their  home  shortly 
after  midnight  April  22.  Police  investiga¬ 
tors  said  she  had  been  choked  nearly  to 
death  by  a  thin  rope  or  wire. 

Less  than  two  weeks  later  he  was  found 
unconscious  in  a  hospital  suite  not  far 


from  his  wife’s  bedside  after  an  overdose 
of  drugs  in  an  apparent  suicide  attempt. 

Police  said  they  had  planned  to  ques¬ 
tion  him  that  day  about  “inconsisten¬ 
cies”  in  his  account  of  his  whereabouts 
the  night  of  the  attack  on  his  wife. 

Bishop  Russell,  after  consulting  with 
North  Texas  conference  officials,  placed 
the  minister  on  leave  of  absence  from 
the  church  May  5.  On  May  11  Dr.  Railey 
admitted  himself  to  Timberlawn  Psychi¬ 
atric  Hospital  in  Dallas. 

On  June  1,  his  leave  of  absence  was  re¬ 
newed  by  official  action  of  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference,  and  First 
UMC  officials  said  on  June  12  they  were 
asking  the  bishop  to  begin  the  process  of 
assigning  a  new  senior  pastor. 

Dr.  Railey,  acting  on  advice  of  his  at¬ 
torney,  consistently  has  refused  to  talk 
with  police  investigators  since  soon  after 
the  assault.  Police  have  complained  that 
his  lack  of  cooperation  has  stalled  their 
investigation. 

In  interviews  with  reporters  he  has  re¬ 
peatedly  denied  any  involvement  in  the 
assault  on  his  wife. 

In  late  July,  Dr.  Railey,  Dallas  psy¬ 
chologist  Lucy  Papillon  and  three  others 
appeared  before  an  unusual  investiga¬ 
tory  hearing  by  a  Dallas  County  grand 
jury  regarding  the  attack  on  Mrs.  Railey. 
Dr.  Railey  repeatedly  exercised  his  Fifth 
Amendment  rights  in  response  to  ques¬ 
tions  before  the  grand  jury. 

A  source  who  heard  the  grand  jury  tes¬ 
timony  leaked  information  to  the  news 
media  that  Ms.  Papillon— daughter  of 
the  late  United  Methodist  Bishop  Robert 
E.  Goodrich  Jr.— told  the  panel  that  she 
and  Dr.  Railey  had  been  romantically  in¬ 
volved,  had  taken  several  trips  together 
and  had  discussed  marriage. 

Eighteen  clergy  members  of  the  North 
Texas  conference  had  urged  Bishop  Russell 
in  writing  Aug.  13  to  investigate  that  al¬ 
leged  relationship  but  he  refused,  saying 
that  the  request  lacked  a  specific  charge 
against  the  minister  or  any  evidence  to  sup¬ 
port  allegations  made  in  media  reports. 

Because  Dr.  Railey  voluntarily  surren¬ 
dered  his  credentials,  church  law  would  al¬ 
low  him  to  apply  for  readmittance  to  the 
ministry  in  the  same  annual  conference. 


2  experts  agree 
to  study  future 
of  mission  school 

By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Two  public-education  experts  who  are 
also  United  Methodist  laymen  have 
agreed  to  study  the  future  of  UM-owned 
Red  Bird  Mission  School  in  Beverly,  Ky. 

Raymond  Barber,  Kentucky’s  superin¬ 
tendent  of  public  instruction  from  1980  to 
1984,  agreed  Aug.  31  to  do  an  in-depth 
analysis  of  the  school’s  long-range  educa¬ 
tional  ministry  in  the  Appalachian  region. 

William  Hampton,  a  former  local  school 
superintendent  and  director  of  adult  edu¬ 
cation  for  the  Kentucky  Education  Cabi¬ 
net,  is  to  assist  Mr.  Barber,  said  the  Rev. 
David  Allen,  superintendent  of  the  Red 
Bird  Missionary  Conference. 

Red  Bird  Mission  officials  turned  over 
operation  of  the  450-student  school  (kin¬ 
dergarten  through  12th  grade)  last  month 
to  the  local  county  board  of  education 
for  one  year  (see  UMR,  Aug.  28). 

State  education  officials  had  ruled  in 
May  that  the  facility  in  southeastern 
Kentucky  could  not  continue  receiving 
government  funds  unless  it  was  under 
the  county  school  system’s  control. 

Mr.  Barber,  a  former  teacher,  public- 
school  administrator,  two-term  state  leg¬ 
islator  and  state  education  official  for 
10  years,  is  a  semi-retired  educational 
consultant.  He  lives  in  Lexington,  Ky., 
and  is  a  member  of  Southern  Hills  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Barber  said  he  and  Mr.  Hampton, 
a  member  of  Trinity  Hills  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Lexington,  plan  to  begin 
work  in  mid-September  and  submit  a  for¬ 
mal  written  report  to  the  mission’s  24- 
member  board  of  trustees  by  Jan.  1. 

The  two  will  be  contacting  local  school 
officials  and  residents,  observing  opera¬ 
tions  at  the  Red  Bird  facility  and  exam¬ 
ining  records  dealing  with  the  institution 
on  file  with  the  state,  Mr.  Barber  said. 
They  will  then  prepare  their  recommen¬ 
dations  about  the  school’s  future. 

For  65  years,  Red  Bird  Mission  has 
worked  cooperatively  with  county  offi¬ 
cials  to  run  the  school,  Mr.  Allen  said. 
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Salmon  sizzles  on  an  outdoor  barbecue  under  the  historic  oak  on  the 
Olympia  (Wash.)  First  United  Methodist  Church  parking  lot.  Chef  “Moe” 
Meyer  makes  sure  the  steaks  are  done  to  perfection  for  the  250  diners  ex¬ 
pected  at  the  church’s  Arts  Alive  Festival  in  March. 


3  UM  colleges  make  list 
of  best  education  buys 

NASHVILLE — Three  UM-related  insti¬ 
tutions  have  made  “Money”  magazine’s 
list  of  the  10  best  college  buys  for  1987. 

The  magazine’s  September  issue  car¬ 
ries  a  comparison  of  costs— tuition, 
room,  board,  fees  and  travel— with  qual¬ 
ity  of  education  at  2,029  four-year 
schools  across  the  United  States. 

UM  schools  among  the  top  10  are  Cor¬ 
nell  College,  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa 
($11,200  for  1987);  Southwestern  Univer¬ 
sity,  Georgetown,  Texas  ($9,810);  and 
University  of  Puget  Sound,  Tacoma, 
Wash.  ($11,810). 

Strong  liberal  arts  programs,  high 


numbers  of  students  going  on  to  graduate 
school,  diverse  student  populations,  selec¬ 
tive  admissions  policies  and  forceful  lead¬ 
ership  mark  the  top  10  institutions,  the 
magazine  reported.  Costs  ranged  from 
$2,934  to  $12,700  for  this  year. 

Church  law  experts  to  speak 
Sept.  30  at  Dickinson  College 

CARLISLE,  Pa.— Three  church  law 
experts,  including  the  attorney  who  rep¬ 
resented  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Pacific  Homes  litigation  of  the  1970s 
and  early  1980s,  will  speak  at  a  church 
law  seminar  Sept.  30  at  UM-related 
Dickinson  College  in  Carlisle. 

Samuel  Witwer,  the  Chicago  attorney 
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Strict  separation  concept  challenged 

‘ Accommodationists 9  dispute  notion  of  church  and  state  divisions 


ijblTOR'S  NOTE:  Following  is  the  third 
*0;  a  series  on  religious  aspects  of  the 
1£<S.  Constitution  in  this  bicentennial 
yfiar  of  the  document  adopted  by  the 
Qbnstitutional  Convention  Sept.  17, 1787. 

By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
«•;  Religious  News  Service 
(‘•WASHINGTON— Two  centuries  after 
cfaoption  of  the  U.S.  Constitution,  a  for¬ 
midable  new  movement  is  challenging 
Supreme  Court  rulings  that  have  inter¬ 
preted  the  Constitution  as  mandating  a 
strict  separation  of  church  and  state. 
.^Traditionally,  the  decisions  have  been 
challenged  by  conservative  Christian  ac¬ 
tivists  and  like-minded  politicians.  Re¬ 
cent  years  have  seen  the  emergence  of  a 
r(ew  force  made  up  of  a  fairly  diverse 
collection  of  scholars,  commentators  and 
jurists  arguing  for  greater  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  religion  in  American  public  life. 
r; While  not  of  one  mind  on  particular  is¬ 
sues  such  as  organized  prayer  in  public 
schools,  these  new  church-state  “accom- 
raodationists”  assert  that  decades  of  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decisions  and  broader 
cultural  forces  have  had  the  unhealthy 
effect  often  of  relegating  religion  to  the 


periphery  of  public  institutions  and  dis¬ 
course. 

Not  founders’  intention 

They  contend,  further,  that  pushing  re¬ 
ligion  to  the  fringes  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  and 
point  to  American  founding  fathers  who 
saw  religion  as  the  principal  source  of 
moral  values  that  sustain  a  democracy. 

Those  who  favor  strict  church-state 
separation,  however,  warn  that  the  ac¬ 
commodationists  are  courting  disaster 
by  toying  with  a  separationist  tradition 
that  has  served  the  nation  and  religion 
well. 

"I  believe  that  the  deepest  question 
confronting  this  country  today  is  not  an 
economic  or  even  a  foreign  policy  ques¬ 
tion.  It  is  rather  the  fraying  of  the  moral 
fabric  of  American  society,”  says  politi¬ 
cal  scientist  William  Galston  of  the  Roo¬ 
sevelt  Center  for  American  Policy 
Studies,  a  non-partisan  research  and  edu¬ 
cation  organization  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Galston,  a  relative  newcomer  to 
the  accommodationist  scene,  says  he  has 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  in  the  past  few 
years  that  religion  "is  the  essential  pub¬ 


lic  foundation  of  the  kinu  of  moral  be¬ 
liefs  and  practices  that  every  society 
requires.” 

For  Mr.  Galston  this  means  that  public 
institutions  should  convey  the  message 
that  religion  is  legitimate  and  worth¬ 
while  without  favoring  any  one  religion. 
He  says  this  can  be  done,  for  instance,  by 
permitting  a  "moment  of  silence”  in 
public  schools.  The  moment  of  silence 
debate  is  still  an  unsettled  issue  in 
church-state  law. 

Mr.  Galston  illustrates  the  increasing¬ 
ly  broad  reach  of  accommodationist  sen¬ 
timents.  He  is  Jewish,  a  self-described 
moderate  Democrat  who  was  issues  di¬ 
rector  for  Walter  F.  Mondale’s  1984  pres¬ 
idential  campaign. 

Two  justices  included 

Among  the  more  familiar  accommo¬ 
dationists  are  Supreme  Court  Chief  Jus¬ 
tice  William  Rehnquist  and  Associate 
Justice  Antonin  Scalia.  They  dissented 
from  the  high  court’s  June  decision  strik¬ 
ing  down  laws  that  require  teaching  bib¬ 
lically-based  “creation  science’’ 
alongside  evolution  in  public  schools. 

Judge  Robert  Bork,  the  controversial 


Church-state  dispute  dates  to  1947 


From  Religious  News  Service 

(^WASHINGTON — In  1947,  the  Supreme 
Cpurt  heralded  a  new  era  of  church-state 
decisions  by  ruling  that  neither  local  nor 
federal  government  may  pass  laws  that 
alj  religion. 

pince  then,  the  church-state  scene  has 
been  a  battleground  for  those  with  dif¬ 
ferent  views  about  the  role  of  religion  in 
sopiety. 

At  the  heart  of  the  dispute  has  been 
the  court’s  interpretation  of  the  First 
Amendment  clause  against  any  govern¬ 
ment  “establishment”  of  religion. 

In  1971,  the  court  developed  a  three- 
part  test  which  states  that  a  law  is  per¬ 
missible  if  it  has  a  primary  effect  that 
neither  advances  nor  inhibits  religion,  if 
it  has  a  “secular”  purpose  and  if  it 


avoids  “excessive  government  entangle¬ 
ment  with  religion.” 

In  practical  terms,  the  court  has  ruled 
unconstitutional  such  practices  as: 

•  Organized  prayer  in  public  schools. 

•  The  posting  of  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  in  public  classrooms. 

•  Tuition  tax  credits  for  parents  of  pa¬ 
rochial-school  children. 

•  “Moments  of  silence”  when  seem¬ 
ingly  intended  for  the  purpose  of  prayer. 

•  Programs  in  which  public  school 
teachers  give  remedial  instruction  in  pa¬ 
rochial  schools. 

At  the  same  time,  the  court  has  on  oc¬ 
casion  diverted  from  the  strict  church- 
state  separationist  line  by  allowing, 
among  other  accommodations  of  reli¬ 


gion,  loans  of  textbooks  to  private 
schools,  paid  chaplains  in  legislatures 
and  “release  time”  for  public  school  stu¬ 
dents  to  receive  religious  education  off 
school  grounds. 

But  taken  as  a  whole,  according  to 
those  favoring  greater  government  “ac¬ 
commodation”  of  religion,  the  rulings 
have  had  the  effect  of  marginalizing  reli¬ 
gion  in  much  of  the  public  realm,  mak¬ 
ing  religion  seem  a  purely  private 
matter. 

Influential  “acco»nmodationists”  want 
a  more  flexible  interpretation  of  the 
First  Amendment  to  allow  for  more  reli¬ 
gion  in  government-sponsored  settings. 

Yet  even  some  accommodationists  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  this  would  raise  a  whole 
new  set  of  problems. 


Supreme  Court  nominee,  appears  to  hold 
views  similar  to  those  of  Justices  Rehn¬ 
quist  and  Scalia.  In  speeches  on  church- 
state  issues  he  has  quoted  extensively 
and  approvingly  from  the  writings  of  the 
Rev.  Richard  John  Neuhaus,  a  neocon¬ 
servative  commentator  and  Lutheran 
minister  in  New  York,  and  from  Robert 
L.  Cord,  an  historian  at  Northwestern 
University  in  Chicago. 

These  two  prominent  accommodation¬ 
ists  favor  a  narrow  application  of  the 
First  Amendment  ban  on  any  “establish¬ 
ment”  of  religion.  They  also  question  Su¬ 
preme  Court  doctrine  that  government 
must  maintain  a  position  of  strict  neu¬ 
trality  toward  religion. 

On  concrete  issues,  accommodation¬ 
ists  would  reverse  or  modify  court  deci¬ 
sions  sharply  restricting  the  exercise  of 
religion  in  public  schools.  They  take  ex¬ 
ception  with  court  rulings  that  these  oth¬ 
er  practices,  such  as  various  forms  of 
indirect  government  aid  to  parochial 
schools,  violate  the  First  Amendment’s 
no-establishment  clause. 

‘Acceptable’  prayer  impossible 

While  they  tend  also  to  favor  restora¬ 
tion  of  organized  school  prayer,  some  ac¬ 
commodationists  stop  short  of  this.  Mr. 
Galston  argues  it  is  impossible  to  con¬ 
struct  a  prayer  acceptable  to  the  various 
religious  faiths. 

Beyond  strictly  legal  questions,  those 
in  the  accommodationist  camp  declare 
that  for  American  democracy  to  pros¬ 
per,  its  laws  and  public  policies  must  re¬ 
cultivate  a  moral  and  ultimately 
religious  grounding. 

Joseph  Conn  of  the  liberal  Americans 
United  for  Separation  of  Church  and 
State,  however,  says  this  reasoning 
would  inevitably  pave  the  way  for  cer¬ 
tain  groups  to  impose  their  beliefs  on  the 
rest  of  society. 

Counters  Mr.  Neuhaus:  “A  government 
by,  for  and  of  the  people  obviously  can¬ 
not  exclude  the  beliefs  of  the  people,  and 
in  our  society  those  beliefs  are  over¬ 
whelmingly,  for  better  or  worse,  reli¬ 
giously  grounded.” 
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UM-related  center’s  art  work  admired 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio— United  Methodist-related  South  Side  Settlement 
Center  in  Columbus  is  the  location  as,  from  left,  Christine  Bell,  Amherst, 
Mass.;  Jean  Chaudhuri,  Tempe,  Ariz.;  and  Georgina  Kacyon,  Sitka,  Alaska., 
admire  art  made  by  students.  The  center  was  one  of  25  sites  in  Columbus 
and  surrounding  areas  visited  by  United  Methodist  Women  participating  in 
the  1987  National  Seminar.  Founded  by  Methodist  home  missionaries  in 
1889,  the  center  is  related  to  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division. 


Book  specifies  problems  to  be  dealt  with  on  pope’s  trip 


By  TOM  ROBERTS 
Religious  News  Service 

;..The  media  are  full  of  stories  about  the  pope's 
trip  to  the  United  States  (see  related  editorial  on 
Ppge  2). 

•  .From  the  latest  vendors’  gew-gaws  to  massive 
altars  to  security  arrangements,  the  press  and 
television  have  shadowed  every  step  in  the 
movement  of  people  and  material  needed  to  pull 
off  a  papal  jaunt. 

•  Some  of  the  most  important  preparations  for 
this  trip,  however,  were  carried  out  months  ago, 
behind  closed  doors  and  in  the  ecclesiastical  cor¬ 
ridors  of  power,  according  to  the  author  of  a 
widely  acclaimed  new  book  on  the  Catholic 
Church  and  international  politics. 

Theme  not  just  catchy 

The  theme  of  the  pope’s  trip— "Unity  in  the 
Work  of  Service”— is  more  than  a  catchy  phrase, 
says  Eric  Hanson,  author  of  "The  Catholic 
dfiurch  in  World  Politics”  (Princeton  University 


Press,  1987). 

Mr.  Hanson,  associate  professor  of  political 
science  at  Santa  Clara  University,  is  a  member 
of  the  Stanford  University  Center  for  Interna¬ 
tional  Security  and  Arms  Control.  He  has  writ¬ 
ten  several  op-ed  pieces  for  major  papers  on  the 
upcoming  trip  and  will  serve  as  a  consultant  to  a 
local  ABC  affiliate  in  San  Francisco  during  the 
Sept.  10-19  visit. 

In  terms  of  church  unity,  the  most  pressing  in¬ 
ternal  problem  facing  the  Vatican,  said  Mr.  Han¬ 
son,  was  not  the  ongoing  and  celebrated  cases  of 
dissident  priests  and  nuns  but  the  strong  showing 
of  support  for  Seattle  Archbishop  Raymond 
Hunthausen  after  he  was  disciplined  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1985  for  alleged  abuses  of  church  practices 
in  his  diocese. 

“The  Hunthausen  case  was  the  first  problem,” 
said  Mr.  Hanson,  whose  book  has  been  hailed  as 
a  rare  synthesis  of  the  church’s  internal  work¬ 
ings  and  its  role  as  an  international  force.  “If 
that  had  not  been  solved  to  the  satisfaction  of 


the  American  bishops,  the  (papal)  trip  might 
have  been  a  tremendous  debacle.” 

‘Catholic  politics  at  its  best’ 

As  it  turned  out,  the  solution  was  “Catholic 
politics  at  its  best,"  said  Mr.  Hanson,  worked  out 
by  a  coalition  of  right,  center  and  left  in  the  per¬ 
sons  of  Cardinals  John  O’Connor  of  New  York 
and  Joseph  Bernardin  of  Chicago  and  Archbish¬ 
op  John  Quinn  of  San  Francisco.  The  three  con¬ 
stituted  an  ad  hoc  committee  that  carefully 
fashioned  a  compromise  that  fully  restored  to 
Archbishop  Hunthausen  powers  that  had  been 
removed  by  the  Vatican. 

At  the  same  time,  the  solution  required  cor¬ 
rection  of  what  the  Vatican  perceived  as  abuses 
in  the  archdiocese. 

The  Hunthausen  case  was  more  important  in 
terms  of  church  unity  than  other  issues,  Mr. 
Hanson  said,  because  of  the  wide  support  he  re¬ 
ceived  not  only  from  the  people  in  his  archdio¬ 
cese  but  among  Catholic  and  secular  press 


oulets  and,  particularly,  among  fellow  bishops. 

If  the  Hunthausen  case  was  the  most  pressing 
internal  division,  said  Mr.  Hanson,  then  the 
women's  issue  "is  the  most  essential  thing  to  be 
grappled  with  in  terms  of  the  place  of  the  church 
in  American  society.” 

Again,  Mr.  Hanson  believes  that  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  went  on  behind  the  scenes— and  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  and  Rome— before 
corresponding  statements  on  women  were  re¬ 
cently  issued  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

While  neither  statement  approached  the  issue 
of  ordination  of  women  —  which  John  Paul  ap¬ 
parently  has  closed  as  a  topic  for  discussion  dur¬ 
ing  his  tenure  —  each  made  a  strong  case  for 
greater  inclusion  of  women  in  non-sacramental 
church  positions. 

Local-church  issues  primary 

Said  Mr.  Hanson,  “My  own  feeling  is  that  that 
would  be  enough  to  keep  the  church  together. 
There  is  going  to  be  a  group  of  women  not  satis¬ 


fied  with  this,  but  not  a  large  enough  percentage; 
that  it  will  tear  the  church  apart.” 

He  said  the  issues  that  most  concern  the  ma%; 
jority  of  Catholic  women  have  to  do  with  the  lo-' 
cal  church  and  how  the  parish  functions.  And,  he  • 
pointed  out,  any  discussion  of  women  in  the 
church  will  be  viewed  as  progress  when  com¬ 
pared  to  the  1979  papal  trip  to  the  United  States, 
when  women's  issues  were  not  on  the  agenda. 

Other  planning  has  been  far  more  blatant  and 
obvious  in  its  intent.  The  pope’s  meeting  with 
Jewish  leaders  in  Miami  and  with  a  broad  range 
of  Protestant  leaders  in  South  Carolina,  said  Mr. 
Hanson,  will  give  him  a  good  look  at  the  kind  of 
religious  pluralism  that  exists  in  the  U.S. 

Far  more  important  to  the  future  of  the 
church  in  the  United  States,  however,  will  be  the 
pope’s  visits  in  the  area  of  the  southwest  United 
States,  where  large  numbers  of  Hispanics  consti¬ 
tute  the  new  "immigrant  church.”  It  is  here,  say 
many  church  analysts,  that  the  future  of  the 
Catholic  Church  in  the  United  States  resides. 


r\  \  PHQTO  COURTESY  LAS  VEGAS  DAILY  OPTIC 

United  Methodist-sponsored  Scouts  featured  in  videotape 

I*  LAS  VEGAS,  N.M.— Boy  Scout  Troop  623  sponsored  by  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Las  Vegas  is  featured 
In  a  videotape  that  will  be  a  supplement  to  the  Boy  Scout  Handbook.  For  two  weeks  this  summer  the  scouts  were 
Ijusy  acting  out  scenes  showing  how  to  earn  merit  badges  necessary  for  Scouting’s  First  Class  rank.  One  scene  was 
thped  in  the  church  kitchen  as  scouts  made  pizzas  for  a  cooking  merit  badge. 

History  of  Hymns 

fLead,  kindly  light’  came  through  fog 


('•  Lead,  kindly  light!  amid  th'  encir¬ 
cling  gloom. 

Lead  thou  me  on; 

L  The  night  is  dark,  and  I  am  far 
from  home. 

Lead  thou  me  on: 

t'  Keep  thou  my  feet;  1  do  not  ask  to 
fee 

f  The  distant  scene;  one  step 
enough  for  me. 

£  By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
£  In  the  summer  of  1833  a  young  minister 
<$  the  Church  of  England  was  a  passenger 
dn  a  ship  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

P  There  was  no  wind,  and  the  ship  was 
becalmed  in  a  fog  bank  for  a  week  in  the 
Straits  of  Bonifacio,  between  Corsica 
and  Sardinia. 

V  The  usual  brilliant  landscape  of  that 
Sjrea  was  obscured  by  fog.  Lost  were  the 


rocky  shores  of  Sardinia  on  one  side  and 
the  stark  perpendicular  cliffs  of  Corsica 
on  the  other. 

John  Henry  Newman,  eldest  son  of  a 
prosperous  London  banker,  had  begun 
his  ministry  at  Oxford.  During  his  trav¬ 
els  in  1833,  he  had  been  seriously  ill  in 
Sicily  and  had  grave  concerns  about  his 
work  in  England. 

The  uncertainty  of  his  future  work 
hung  heavily  on  him.  But  his  faith  in  the 
divine  purpose  of  God  is  evident  in  “Kind¬ 
ly  Light,"  written  while  aboard  the  ship. 

Newman  returned  to  his  church  at  Ox¬ 
ford  and  became  a  part  of  the  group  of 
Anglican  ministers  seeking  to  bring  re¬ 
newal  to  the  church.  A  dozen  years  later 
his  intense  concern  caused  him  to  leave 
the  Church  of  England  and  become  a  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic. 

In  1846  Newman  was  ordained  a  priest 


at  Rome.  Except  tor  tour  brief  ye; 
Dublin  Catholic  University,  he  spei 
rest  of  his  life  at  the  Oratory  of  St.  ] 
Neri  near  Birmingham,  England. 

Pope  Leo  XIII  made  Newman  a  < 
nal  in  1879,  and  he  was  one  of  the 
revered  Roman  Catholic  leaders  i 
gland  until  his  death  in  1890. 

The  tune  so  indelibly  wedded  to 
words  was  written  by  the  noted  Ei 
composer,  John  B.  Dykes.  He  wrol 
tune  in  the  summer  of  1865  while 
ing  through  the  Strand,  the  famou: 
ater  and  shopping  district  of  Londor 
The  popularity  of  the  hymn  was 
surprising  to  Newman,  who  quick: 
tributed  its  success  to  Dykes’  tune 
composer  named  the  tune  “Lux 
igna,"  meaning  "kindly  light.” 

NEXT  WEEK  S  HYMN: 
“There's  a  Wideness  in  God's  Me 


Comic-book  hero  priest 
may  not  gain  sainthood 

From  Religious  News  Service 

Father  Junipero  Serra  may  not 
get  the  expected  boost  toward  saint¬ 
hood  during  the  upcoming  papal 
trip,  but  he  soon  will  take  his  place 
among  some  of  the  giants  of  con¬ 
temporary  Catholic  comic  book  he- 
ros,  courtesy  of  Franciscan 
Communications,  a  Los  Angeles 
company  that  has  published  a  num¬ 
ber  of  religious  comic  books. 

The  latest  honor  bestowed  upon 
Father  Junipero  Serra  might  be 
small  consolation  to  those  support¬ 
ers  of  his  canonization  who  were  dis¬ 
appointed  earlier  this  summer  when 


6  Upper  Room’  road  series 
topics  healing,  wholeness 


the  pope  announced  he  would  not  be 
elevating  the  18th  century  mission¬ 
ary  a  step  closer  to  sainthood! 

But  the  Rev.  Roy  Gasnick,  author 
of  the  Serra  comic  book,  went  so  far 
as  to  characterize  Serra ’s  new  sta¬ 
tus  (fellow  comic  heros  include 
Mother  Teresa  and  Pope  John  Paul 
II)  as  a  kind  of  “secular  canoniza¬ 
tion." 

Beatification  of  Serra,  one  step  on 
the  way  to  real  canonization,  was  de¬ 
layed  when  the  Vatican  said  the  Sa¬ 
cred  Congregation  for  the  Causes  of 
Saints  could  not  assemble  in  time  for 
Pope  John  Paul’s  Sept.  10-19  tour. 


Asian  leader 
claims  racism 
faced  daily 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

INDIANAPOLIS— Racism  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church  limits  opportu¬ 
nities  for  Asian-Americans  within  the  de- 
nomination,  the  Asian-American 
federation’s  top  official  said  recently  in 
an  interview  with  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 

“I  encounter  racism  on  a  daily  basis,” 
said  the  Rev.  Yung  Sheng  Chen,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  National  Federation  of  Asian- 
American  United  Methodists. 

“With  the  true  love  of  God,  the  church 
should  be  more  open  to  give  Asian-Amer¬ 
icans  opportunities  without  racial  dis¬ 
crimination. 

"I  will  fight  racism,  not  with  violence, 
but  with  the  love  of  Christ,”  he  said.  "I 
will  continue  to  advocate  peace  and  jus¬ 
tice,  *and  show  those  with  a  racial  bias 
how  to  love  and  reconcile." 

Because  many  Asian-American  United 
Methodists  have  experienced  hardships 
in  their  home  countries — including  reli¬ 
gious  persecution  and  political  unrest— 
Mr.  Chen  says  he  believes  they  are 
uniquely  capable  of  helping  the  denomi¬ 
nation  meet  crises  such  as  membership 
decline. 

A  United  Methodist  for  25  years,  Mr. 
Chen  observed  that  membership  decline 
is  largely  due  to  the  materialistic  value 
system  in  American  society. 

"Priority  should  be  placed  on  Jesus 
Christ,  and  then  other  materialistic  ne¬ 
cessities  in  life  will  be  provided  as  prom¬ 
ised  by  God,”  he  said. 

He  challenged  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  explore  a  concentrated  out¬ 
reach  ministry  to  single  parents  and 
their  children  and  to  the  poor,  whom  he 
called  one  of  the  least  visible  unchurched 
groups  in  American  society.  Their  expe¬ 
rience  in  Eastern  cultures  enables  Asian- 
American  United  Methodists  to  help  the 
church  develop  a  global  vision  of  minis¬ 
try,  he  said. 

Mr.  Chen,  58.  is  a  native  of  Formosa 
(Taiwan)  now  living  in  Indianapolis. 

The  six  caucuses  within  the  Asian  Fed¬ 
eration— Chinese,  Japanese,  Korean,  Fil¬ 
ipino,  South  Asian  and  Formosan— 
represent  44,000  Asian-American  United 
Methodists. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — “An  Adventure  in  Heal¬ 
ing  and  Wholeness”  is  the  topic  of  a  se¬ 
ries  of  12-hour  events  sponsored  by  The 
Upper  Room  in  seven  locations  through¬ 
out  the  nation  beginning  Sept.  19. 

Open  to  Christians  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions— lay  and  clergy— the  events  are 
aimed  primarily  at  leaders  who  want  to 
begin  or  continue  “intentional"  healing 
ministries.  However,  any  person  who 
wants  to  explore  his  or  her  interest  in  the 
healing  ministry  may  participate. 

Attending  the  event  does  not  obligate 
anyone  to  become  a  leader,  according  to 
the  Rev.  James  K.  Wagner,  director  of 
The  Upper  Room  Prayer  and  Healing 
Ministries  and  executive  director  of  the 
Disciplined  Order  of  Christ. 

Dr.  Wagner  will  lead  the  events,  in¬ 
cluding  workshops,  informal  discussion, 
prayer  and  worship. 

Focus  of  the  events  will  be  on: 

•Christ’s  ministry  to  the  whole  per¬ 
son; 

•the  spiritual  dimension  in  the  heal¬ 
ing  process; 

•  a  holistic  understanding  of  health; 

•  five  kinds  of  healing; 

•  prayer  and  healing; 

•  life  as  a  spiritual  journey  toward 
wholeness; 


•  spiritual  resources  for  healing  and- 
wholeness; 

•  ideas  local  churches  can  implement; 
to  be  more  intentional  in  their  healing* 
ministries. 

Dr.  Wagner,  author  of  a  model  for  pub¬ 
lic  healing  services  in  the  local  church, 
hopes  that  by  January  a  group  of  leaders 
will  be  trained  and  certified  to  lead  simi¬ 
lar  events  in  local  churches. 

"It’s  unprecedented  in  the  life  of  our 
denomination  to  give  this  much  inten- 
tionality  to  healing  ministries,”  he  said. 

The  Upper  Room  is  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional,  international  and  interracial  fel¬ 
lowship  committed  to  personal  spiritual 
formation  and  renewal  of  the  church. 

Schedule  for  the  events:  Sept.  19, 
Haller  Lake  United  Methodist  Church, 
Seattle,  Wash.;  Sept.  21,  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Colorado  Springs, 
Colo.;  Sept.  23,  Bridgewater  (N.J.)  United 
Methodist  Church;  Nov.  5,  Reynoldsburg 
(Ohio)  United  Methodist  Church;  Jan.  14, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas; 
Jan.  16,  St.  Mark's  United  Methodist 
Church,  Anaheim,  Calif.,  and  March  25, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Lincoln, 
Neb. 

More  information  is  available  from 
Dr.  James  K.  Wagner,  P.O.  Box  189, 
Nashville.  TN  37202-0189;  telephone  (615) 
340-7228. 
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One  Man  Can  Make  A  Difference 


One  man  can  make  a  difference. 
There’s  proof  enough  around  the  cam¬ 
pus  of  Centenary  College. 

Ten  years  ago  (June  1977)  Welsh- 
born  Dr  Donald  Webb,  who  had  been 
vice  president  and  professor  of  theology 
and  literature  at  the  Methodist  Theolog¬ 
ical  School,  Delaware,  Ohio,  moved  into 
town  to  take  over  the  reins  of  one  of  the 
oldest  colleges  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi.The  outlook  was  grim.  Enrollment 
was  down,  a  shrinking  endowment  faced 
the  trustees;  faculty  morale  was  dismal. 
Alumni  support  was  virtually  non-exis¬ 
tent;  and  Centenary's  image  in  the  com¬ 
munity  was  poor. 

Today,  the  man  who  was  the 
catalyst  that  made  things  pop,  said 
"Centenary  feels  good  about  itself.  It 
feels  like  a  winner.  When  1  came  it  felt 
bad  about  itself  and  saw  itself  as  a  loser.’’ 

That  loser  attitude  has  been  swept 
away  by  a  5-foot-4  dynamo  who  im¬ 
mediately  said  his  goal  was  to  raise  $1.5 
million  for  the  college  during  his  first 
year.  He  did  it. 

His  ultimate  aim  was  to  attract  an  ad¬ 
ditional  $20  million  in  the  way  of  endowed 
buildings,  chairs  and  scholarships.  Today 
the  endowment  is  $26  million. 

In  1987,  under  Webb’s  leadership, 
the  small,  private  college's  credits  are 
impressive.  Centenary  was  named  "one 
of  the  Nation’s  Best  Colleges"  in  the  U.S. 
News  and  World  Report  poll,  is  listed  in 
Peterson's  Guide  to  Competitive  Col¬ 
leges  and  was  named  "one  of  the  Best 
Buys  in  Education"  by  Edward  Fiske. 

There's  more. 

lri  addition  to  the  $26  million  en¬ 
dowment  figure;  there  are  six  new  en¬ 
dowed  academic  chairs  (for  a  total  of 
eight)  and  an  endowed  lectureship.  The 
institution  has  a  steady  enrollment  of 
1,100,  an  annual  fund  of  $  1 ,050,000,  and 
the  budget  has  read  "balanced"  for  the 
past  10  years. 

Student  services  have  improved, 
and  the  physical  plant's  update  has  in¬ 
cluded  Haynes  Gym  renovation 
($330,000);  the  Turner  Art  Center  now 
under  construction  ($500,000  endowed); 
renovation  of  Jackson  Hall  that’s  to  begin 
soon  ($900,000);  and  the  creation  and 
endowment  of  gardens  ($1  million). 


President  Donald  Webb  Marks  10 tfi  Year 

By  Marge  Fischer,  The  Shreveport  Journal 


In  addition,  hundreds  of  endowed 
and  unendowed  scholarships  are  now 
available. 

The  man  responsible  for  Cente¬ 
nary's  turnaround  in  action  and  image 
recalls  his  first  plunge  into  fiscal  matters. 

"The  trustees  vaguely  hoped  that 
I  would  balance  the  budget  in  say  five 
years.  This  was  shared  with  me,  not  as 
a  threat  or  anything  like  that  but  as  a 
dream,"  said  Webb. 

"Now  my  view  was  -  because  we 
were  eating  into  the  endowment  at  the 
rate  of  $1.25  million  a  year  -  that  if  we 
could  balance  the  budget  the  first  year, 
that  would  enable  people  to  know  we 
were  serious,  that  we  had  a  fine  future, 
that  they  could  give  their  hearts  to  us 
again.  The  city  could.  The  trustees  could. 
The  faculty  could.” 

Therefore,  the  college  president’s 
goal  that  first  year  was  to  balance  the 
budget  "It  seemed  to  me  that  was  one 
of  the  things  that  needed  to  be  done 
to  give  people  a  sense  of  achievement. 
To  do  something  like  that,  not  only  do 
you  have  to  express  it  in  words,  you  have 
to  do  it,"  he  said. 

So  Webb  set  in  to  action.  Maybe 
you  can’t  do  it  all  at  once,  he  reasoned, 
but  you  can  accomplish  a  significant, 
symbolic  thing  or  two.  His  significant, 
symbolic  thing  was  to  touch  base  with 
the  Methodist  Church  Conference.  ”1 
asked  them  if  they  would  return  to  being 
my  alma  mater,  which  they  were.  We  are 
a  Methodist  institution.  We  had  drifted 
apart. 

"1  said,  We’re  yours;  we're  your 
academic  arm;  and  we  will  be.  Trust  us. 
But  give  us  a  start.  You  raise  half  a  million 
in  the  church,  and  that  will  give  us  the 
leverage.  Then  I  can  go  to  the  trustees 
and  the  people  and  say,  ’If  the  church 
is  going  to  raise  half  a  million,  I’ve  got 
to  raise  three-quarters  of  a  million.’ 

"They  (the  church)  voted  unanim¬ 
ously  to  do  that.” 

Webb’s  next  step  was  to  go  to 
people  in  Shreveport  and  in  different 
places  and  say,  "Look,  it’s  half  done.  (My 
math  is  off  a  bit,  but  I’m  allowed  to  twist 
things  a  bit,"  said  Webb,  with  that  per¬ 
suasive  Welsh  lilt  to  the  voice.) 

He  went  to  potential  donors  and 


said,  "This  year  1  would  like  you  to  con¬ 
sider  a  gift  of  $100,000  -  or  $50,000  or 
$10,000  or  whatever  it  was  the  person 
was  capable  of  -  but  1  will  not  come  to 
you  again.  It’s  a  one-time  shot." 

He  did,  and  people  came  through. 

"I  was  as  good  as  my  word,”  said 
Webb  in  recalling  those  steps  to  Cente¬ 
nary’s  fiscal  stability,  otherwise  known  as 
survival.  "I  did  not  go  back  the  second 
year.  Now  we  were  a  winner.  And  the  $  1 0, 
the  $20,  the  $50  gifts  started  coming  in." 

In  1977  only  7  percent  of  the  alumni 
supported  Centenary.  Now  it  runs  24 
percent,  said  Webb.  "That’s  Still  not  in¬ 
credible,  but  it's  solid,"  he  said. 

The  large  gifts  were  followed  by 
more  modest  smaller  gifts.  People  said, 
"Hey,  this  is  an  investment  I’m  making 
...$100,  $150,  whatever.  I  still  have  to 
work  for  those  gifts,  but  they  do  come 
in  now." 

He  has  no  difficulty  in  talking  about 
his  "product"  in  a  convincing  way.  "1  can 
talk  about  Centenary  with  enthusiasm 
and  with  love,  because  we  (he  and  his 
wife,  Renee)  fell  in  love  with  Centenary 
literally  at  first  sight.  And  you  have  to. 
You  cannot  sell  a  product  unless  you 
love  it,"  he  said. 

It’s  not  hard  to  give  expression  to 
a  place's  dreams,  when  you  care  deeply 
about  it,  he  said. 

Although  these  are  difficult  times, 
economically  speaking,  for  the  state  and 
the  city, "We’ve  never  been  healthier," 
said  Webb.  "We  have  no  help  what¬ 
soever  from  the  state.  Until  two  years 
ago,  each  Louisiana  student  who  came 
to  Centenary  received  a  $200  scholar¬ 
ship.  That  may  not  sound  like  much,  but 
it  meant  a  great  deal." 

Shreveport  supports  Centenary 
magnificently,  said  Webb,  "and  I  think 
it’s  because  we’re  good  citizens.  It’s  a 
mutual  process." 

The  role  of  a  small,  private  college 
remains  viable  in  today's  society,  said 
the  man  who's  as  knowledgeable  as  they 
come.  "Its  role  is  to  produce  leaders.  I 
have  no  question  in  my  mind  that  a 
place  like  Centenary  will  produce  a  dis¬ 
proportionately  high  number  of  the 
community’s  leaders.  Always.  Because 
they  have  the  opportunity  here  to  prac- 


Around  Campus 


P review  Days 

Centenary  Preview  Days  are  sched- 
uled  for  October  25  and  26,  November 
1 5  and  16,  and  December  6  and  7.  These 
events  are  designed  to  allow  high  school 
juniors  and  seniors  the  opportunity  to 
experience  first-hand  what  makes 
Centenary  College  special.  Visitors  will 
learn  why  Centenary  has  excelled  in 
quality  education  for  over  160  years. 
These  days  are  created  to  expose  stu¬ 
dents  to  both  the  academic  and  social 
life  at  Centenary.  Participants  will  attend 
classes,  as  well  as  meet  with  faculty 
members.  Along  with  student-led  cam¬ 
pus  tours,  there  will  be  sessions  con¬ 
cerning  admissions,  financial  aid,  and 
career  counseling. 

Centenary  Church  Council 


the  College's  visibility  within  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  will  meet  on 
Thursday,  October  15,  1987.  This  group 
is  composed  of  six  members  from  each 
district  -  district  superintendent,  one 
minister,  and  four  laypersons.  Church 
Council  members  perform  various  tasks 
in  their  local  area  to  help  promote  the 
College.  The  Centenary  Family  would 
like  to  express  appreciation  to  those 
members  whose  two-year  term  expires 
in  October. 

Centenary  Journal 

In  November,  the  College  will  pub¬ 
lish  its  first  edition  of  The  Centenary  Jour¬ 
nal.  This  periodical  will  be  sent  to  United 
Methodist  clergy  within  a  250  mile  radius 
of  Shreveport.  The  purpose  of  The  Cen¬ 
tenary  Journal  is  to  provide  ministers  with 
useful  and  insightful  ideas  relating  to 
their  work  in  the  Church. 


Ministerial  Felbws 

Four  United  Methodist  Ministers 
from  throughout  the  state  of  Louisiana 
have  been  chosen  as  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege’s  1987-88  Ministerial  Fellows. 

Deborah  Drash,  Kenneth  Fisher, 
Steven  Kelly  and  Carol  Susan  Winn  have 
been  selected  to  come  to  campus  as  the 
guests  of  the  college  for  a  week  of  study 
with  all  college  resources  available  to 
them. 

The  Rev.  Drash  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge  will  study  "Exploring  the 
A.I.D.S.  Crisis:  Pastoral,  Prophetic,  and 
Theological  Models  of  Response."  The 
Rev.  Drash  has  been  designated  by  the 
Pastoral  Care  Office  of  Our  Lady  of  the 
Lake  Hospital  as  one  of  the  few  pastors 
in  the  Baton  Rouge  area  who  have 
agreed  to  minister  to  A.I.D.S.  patients 
and  their  families. 

The  Rev.  Fisher,  pastor  of  St.  Mark 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  will  explore  "The 
Pastor  as  a  Professional:  Ethical  Conduct 
and  Proper  Protocol."  Fisher  is  a  1970 
graduate  of  Centenary  College  and  a 
member  of  its  board  of  trustees. 

"The  Role  of  Women  in  the  First 
Century  Church:  The  Hidden  Matriar¬ 
chy,"  will  be  the  topic  of  the  Rev.  Kelly, 
associate  pastor  of  Henning  Memorial 
UMC  in  Sulphur.  This  will  be  a  continu¬ 
ation  of  study  he  began  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  The  Rev.  Kelly  is  a 
1980  graduate  of  Centenary. 

Pastor  of  the  Winboume-Istrouma 
charge  Carol  Susan  Winn  will  explore 
"Methodism,  Fundamentalism,  and  the 
Stages  of  Faith  Development."  A 
graduate  of  LSU,  she  attended  seminary 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

The  Ministerial  Fellows  Program  is 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Office  of 
Church  Relations  at  Centenary,  Mark 
Simmons,  director. 


The  Centenary  Church  Council,  a 
group  established  in  1980  to  help  raise 


Studying  for  Church  Careers 


Among  the  students  in  the  Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers  are  (left  to  right) 
Jane  Whittington  of  Shreveport;  David  Martin  of  Gainesville,  Fla.;  Sybil  Zebbs  of 
Mansfield,  and  Bill  Rickson  of  Sparta,  N.J.  The  Church  Careers  Program  -  with  a 
capacity  enrollment  of  90  students  -  is  the  first  of  its  kinds  to  train  church  profes¬ 
sionals  at  the  undergraduate  level. 


Donald  A.  Webb 


Centenary's  33rd  President 

tice  leadership  from  the  first  day.  One 
in  seven  of  our  students  is  in  some 
leadership  position. 

"And  there’s  the  hands-on  teaching 
that’s  done  here.  For  example,  three  stu¬ 
dents  will  be  working  with  a  Ph.D.  in 
chemistry  on  a  project  -  not  200  stu¬ 
dents  looking  at  a  TV  screen.  That  stu¬ 
dent  -  if  he’s  any  caliber  at  all  -  is  likely 
to  be  outstanding  in  his  field.  We  can 
attract  top  students.  Our  ACT  scores  are 
the  second  highest  in  the  state;  only 
Tulane  has  a  higher  ACT  average." 

Another  secret  to  Centenary’s  suc¬ 
cess,  according  to  Webb,  is  an  element 
that  gets  right  down  to  the  student 
themselves.  "We  have  extremely  intelli¬ 
gent  students  who  not  only  push  the 
professor  to  his  highest  potential  in 
teaching  but  pull  the  other  kids  along, 
too.  It  happens  that  way." 

The  president  of  Centenary  sees 
his  job  as  one  of  "enablement."  He  must 
enable  other  people  to  perform  at 


On  Moving 


Barrie  Richardson 


Administration  is  not  the  same 
thing  as  leadership. 

The  world  needs  good  adminis¬ 
trators,  but  it  also  needs  more  leaders. 
And  we  need  these  leaders  on  all  levels 
of  every  human  organization. 

Harold  Wilkins,  in  his  book  entitled 
The  Trim-Tab  Factor,  is  concerned  with 
finding  a  way  to  end  the  nuclear  arms 
race.  He  believes  that  American  busi¬ 
ness  people  can  influence  Washington 
to  change  the  course  of  our  policies  and 
eventually  of  Russia's  strategy  of  increas¬ 
ingly  expanding  its  nuclear  arsenal. 

A  trim-tab  is  a  small  rudder  that  can 
affect  the  main  steering  rudder  on  a  ship. 
When  a  heavy  ship  is  plowing  through 
the  water,  it  is  hard  to  change  direction. 
A  small  amount  of  pressure  on  the  trim- 
tab,  however,  can  push  the  larger  rudder 
and  cause  the  vessel  to  change  course. 

This  concept,  which  Buckminster 
Fuller  devised,  is  a  fascinating  meta¬ 
phor  of  the  power  of  an  individual  or 
small  group  in  an  organization  to  cause 
change. 

We  are  not  powerless.  Change  can 
come  about  -  and  fairly  quickly  -  if  the 
trim-tab  factor  is  utilized. 

The  process  usually  starts  with  an 
individual  who  says  (first  to  himself  and 
then  others)  that  the  existing  state  of  af¬ 
fairs  is  not  good  enough. 

If  you  think  about  it,  virtually  all  im¬ 
provements  in  medicine,  technology, 
communications  and  economic  well¬ 
being  have  come  about  because  some¬ 
one  was  dissatisfied  with  an  existing  con¬ 
dition. 

Virginia  Shehee,  Jim  Montgomery 
and  Judd  Tooke  were  not  satisfied  with 
the  existing  artistic  performance  fa¬ 
cilities  in  Shreveport.  This  small  group 
was  dogged.  They  got  others  to  push 
with  them,  and,  as  a  result,  we  have  a 
marvelous  performing  arts  hall,  the  reno¬ 
vated  Strand  Theatre. 

I  have  seen  single  individuals  on 
three  different  faculties  stand  up  for 


maximum  ability.  "I  have  chosen  people 
like  Dorothy  Gwin  and  my  administra¬ 
tive  staff  and  I  have  had  years  to  work 
with  them,"  he  said.  "The  task  is  to  give 
them  an  environment  where  they  can 
function  superbly.  Dean  Gwin  is  the  best 
dean;  the  staff  is  a  super  staff." 

That  also  applies  to  the  faculty. 
"The  faculty  almost  runs  the  college,  in 
a  sense,"  said  Webb.  "And  we’ve  ena¬ 
bled  them  to  do  this.  We  just  all  look 
at  each  other  as  though  we  re  in  the 
leadership  business." 

This  college  president  lives  in  no 
ivy-covered  tower.  His  door  is  always 
open,  but  more  often  than  not,  he's  mix¬ 
ing  with  the  student  body  on  a  one-to- 
one  basis.  The  symbol  of  Webb's  acces¬ 
sibility  is  breakfast  in  the  cafeteria  each 
morning.  "I’m  usually  at  the  same  table, 
and  I’m  there  first.  Anybody  who  wants 
to  join  me  does." 

Now,  after  1 0  years,  everybody’s  ac¬ 
customed  to  the  president’s  easy-going 
informality.  "There  was  a  time  when  my 
table  was  occupied  constantly.  It  was 
great.  And  sometimes  it  was  difficult  and 
very  painful.  But  now  its  come  to  the 
point  where  communication  is  so  open 
and  so  taken  for  granted.  People  know 
they  can  stop  me  any  old  time  walking 
across  campus."  But  the  symbol  of  the 
open  door  policy  remains:  early  morning 
breakfast  in  the  cafeteria. 

One  decade  in  Webb’s  administra¬ 
tion  is  a  milestone.  But  only  that.  There's 
more  to  come.  One  of  Webb’s  "little 
dreams”  that  he  said  may  well  be 
realized  in  the  next  few  months  will  be 
called  The  President’s  Center  for  Inno¬ 
vation.’  "It's  mainly  a  fund,"  he  said,  "but 
it’s  also  a  creative  group  who  will  gather 
ideas.  It  is  to  be  a  think  tank  to  produce 
innovation.  We’ll  see  if  we  can  fund 
some  of  them  with  seed  money  from  a 
fund  we  are  establishing.  The  idea  is  to 
try  out  new  things.  I  have  no  idea  what 
they’ll  be  at  the  moment  -  that's  the 
whole  point.  And  if  they  work,  then  they 
have  to  maintain  themselves." 

Don  Webb . . .  one  man  . . .  still  mak¬ 
ing  a  difference. 


Mountains 

what  they  thought  was  a  better  system 
of  instruction.  Others  joined  them,  and, 
in  a  surprisingly  short  time  each  college 
changed  its  curriculum. 

Some  persons  believe  that  If  they 
express  dissatisfaction  with  a  particular 
policy,  product,  or  process  associated 
with  their  jobs,  their  bosses  won't  like  it. 

Many  bosses,  in  fact,  do  see  em¬ 
ployee  dissatisfaction  as  destructive 
carping,  but  this  is  not  always  the  case. 
Finding  a  problem  is  finding  an  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  seeing  a  problem  where 
others  see  none  is  a  way  of  thinking 
which  should  be  rewarded. 

There  is  a  big  difference  between 
a  negative  person  who  chronically  com¬ 
plains  and  a  constructive  person  who 
criticizes  because  he  or  she  wants  the 
organization  to  do  better. 

The  paradox  is  that  the  most  satis¬ 
fied  workers  in  American  industry  are 
those  who  are  not  contented  -  not  satis¬ 
fied  -  with  either  their  own  work  or  their 
department’s  behavior.  They  are  proud 
of  their  companies  and  their  associates, 
but  there  is  still  a  sense  of  things  being 
not  quite  good  enough. 

Isn't  this  the  same  outlook  shared 
by  high-performing  musicians,  athletes 
and  surgeons? 

IBM  and  Coca-Cola  are  modem 
marvels.  Their  management  is  re¬ 
spected  worldwide.  How  do  they  con¬ 
tinue  to  grow  and  yet  sustain  individual 
commitment  at  all  levels? 

Both  of  these  companies  see  dis¬ 
contentment  as  a  positive  factor  as  long 
as  the  "protestors"  fake  responsibility 
for  their  ideas  and  keep  the  discussion 
"in  the  family." 

But  the  trim-fab  factor  -  the  cour¬ 
age  to  disagree,  protest  and  put  pres¬ 
sure  on  the  main  rudder  -  does  not  al¬ 
ways  produce  positive  outcomes. 

Hitler  and  a  small  clique  brought  a 
major  change  in  the  world  which  even 
today  seems  incomprehensible. 

There  are  all  sorts  of  persons  who, 
with  great  personal  conviction,  stand  for 
ideas  which,  if  put  into  effect,  would  be 
counterproductive. 

It  is  not  wealth  or  power  alone  that 
presses  against  the  major  rudder.  Ideas 
-  good  ideas  -  are  not  monopolized  by 


Calendar 
Of  Events 

SEPTEMBER 

1  -  (through  November  1) 
Meadows  Museum  of  Art 
exhibition  Baking  in  the  Sun: 
Visionary  Images  from  the  South 
17  -  President’s  Convocation 
The  Honorable  John  Dixon, 
Chief  Justice,  Louisiana 
State  Supreme  Court.  1  LOO 
am  Brown  Chapel 
2 1  -  Hurley  School  of  Music 
Faculty  Recital.  8:00  pm 
Hurley  Auditorium 
24  -  Convocation  -  Dr.  Perry 
Gresham,  President 
Emeritus  and  Distin¬ 
guished  Professor  of 
Humanities,  Bethany  Col¬ 
lege.  1 L10  am  Kilpatrick 
Auditorium 

25-26  -  Friends  of  Centenary  Book 
Bazaar,  10  am-6  pm.  Mall 
St  Vincent 

27  -  Centenary  Day  at  First 
UMC,  Shreveport 

OCTOBER 

I  -  Convocation  -  Ms.  Patricia 

Norton,  Former  Director  of 
the  Department  of  Environ¬ 
mental  Quality,  State  of 
Louisiana.  1 1:10am  Kilpat¬ 
rick  Auditorium 

8  -  Marjorie  Lyons  Playhouse  - 
"So  Long  On  Lonely  Street." 
8:00  pm  Playhouse 
(October  9,  10,  15,  16, 
and  17) 

I I  -  Centenary  Day  at  Noel 

UMC,  Shreveport 
15  -  Convocation  -  Dr. 

Jacqueline  Jones,  Professor 
of  History,  Wellesley 
College.  1 1:10am  Kilpatrick 
Auditorium 

15  -  Centenary  Church  Council 
Meeting 

15  —  Board  of  Trustees,  noon 
25-26  -  Centenary  Preview  Day 
(Recruiting  Event) 

29  -  Dedication  of  Turner  Art 
Center.  1 1 :00  am 

NOVEMBER 

2-3  -  "Rhapsody  In  View"  - 
Centenary  College  Choir 
concert.  7:30  pm 
Shreveport  Civic  Center 
Theatre 

12  -  Convocation  -  Lord  March, 
Earl  of  March  and  Kinrara, 
Member  House  of  Lords, 
British  Parliament  11:10 
am  Kilpatrick  Auditorium 
15-16  -  Centenary  Preview  Day 
(Recruiting  Event) 

15  -  (through  December  20) 
Meadows  Museum  of  Art 
exhibition  Art  And  Artists  Of 
The  South:  The  Robert  P. 
Coggins  Collection 

18  -  Marjorie  Lyons  Playhouse  - 
"Is  There  Life  After  High 
School?"  8:00  pm 
Playhouse.  (November 
19,20,  and  21) 

25  -  Boston  Flamenco  Ballet. 
9:30  am  Hurley  Auditorium 

DECEMBER 

6-7  -  Centenary  Preview  Day 
(Recruiting  Event) 

10  -  Convocation  -  Centenary 
College  Choir  Advent 
Concert  1 1: 10  am  Chapel 


any  one  group. 

Colleges  can  teach  people  how  to 
do  things  in  the  "right  way."  They  cannot 
teach  what  is  the  "right  thing"  to  do. 

This  is  leadership  -  the  moral  cour¬ 
age  to  stand  up  and  point  out  a  new 
course  -  and  the  vision  to  select  the  right 
destination. 

Leadership  -  courage  and  vision  - 
is  not  the  exclusive  property  of  great 
men  like  Churchill. 

Each  one  of  us  -  accountants,  sales¬ 
men,  teachers,  production  workers  -  can 
make  the  difference  by  exerting  leader¬ 
ship  in  our  own  domain. 

The  next  time  you  sit  in  your  Sun^ 
day  school  class  or  Administrative  Board 
meeting,  that  you  look  around  your  of¬ 
fice  or  plant,  that  you  attend  a  trade 
show  or  conference,  ask  yourself,  "Is  this 
really  good  enough?" 

You  just  might  discover  that  you 
can  make  a  difference. 

Barrie  Richardson  is  dean  of  the  Centenary 
College  School  of  Business.  He  also  conducts 
workshops  in  creative  problem-solving  and  works, 
as  a  business  consultant  and  lecturer. 
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On  tJhe  Way 


Mark  11:22  "And  Jesus  answered  them,  'Have  faith  in  God.’  ” 

The  other  day  a  man  said  to  me,  "I  wish  I  had  your  faith.”  He  might  have 
meant,  "I  wish  I  had  your  optimism.”  However,  I  think  he  meant,  "I  wish  I 
could  swallow  all  the  things  that  you  swallow.” 

Faith,  it  seems  to  me,  has  very  little  to  do  with  either  of  those  two  things. 
Look  at  the  first.  I  admit  to  being  an  incurable,  natural  optimist,  with  an  in¬ 
born  capacity  for  looking  on  the  bright  side  of  things.  It’s  possible  that  I 
have  really  never  doubted  the  existence  of  God.  I  have  denied  the  existence 
of  God  many  times,  but  I  don’t  think  I  have  doubted  it. 

Let  me  tell  you,  however,  why  my  faith  in  God  has  never  been  shaken.  It 
is  because  everything  I  hold  meaningful  and  of  value,  I  have  found  in  those 
who  believe  in  God! 

As  for  the  second,  faith  is  not  accumulating  theological  luggage.  We 
might  be  better  off  without  most  of  it.  A  simple  faith  might  give  us  a  bigger 
God. 

Faith  is  neither  natural  optimism  nor  assenting  to  theological  proposi¬ 
tions.  Faith,  if  anything,  is  the  courage  to  live  by  those  propositions.  Indeed, 
William  James,  the  philosopher,  once  defined  faith  as  “living  by  the  noblest 
facts.”  I  like  that,  for  all  of  us  do  live  by  some  fact  or  body  of  fact. 

However,  what  distinguishes  us  from  one  another  is  the  fact  that  we 
choose  by  which  to  interpret  and  illumine  life.  A  friend  of  ours,  a  young 
woman,  lost  her  husband  in  a  tragic  accident.  By  what  fact  shall  she  inter¬ 
pret  life?  The  love  that  flowed  through  their  days  together,  or  the  tragedy 
that  ended  them? 

Notice  these  words  of  Jesus.  Most  of  us  read  only  half  of  it.  Jesus  did  not 
say,  "Have  faith.”  We  all  shape  our  lives  according  to  some  faith.  There  was 
already  plenty  of  it  —  faith  in  places,  words,  action.  No,  Jesus  called  us  to 
put  our  faith  in  God,  in  the  purpose  and  power  of  that  God  whom  Jesus  saw 
present  in  our  midst. 

Faith  in  God  means  that  we  share  God’s  faith  in  love,  in  the  healing  power 
of  reconciliation  and  atoning  grace,  and  draw  upon  that  to  sweeten  our  bit¬ 
ter  hearts. 

Sometimes,  the  best  way  to  define  a  word  is  by  its  opposite.  The  opposite 
of  faith  is  unfaith.  Unfaith  is  that  which  says,  “That  may  be  all  very  well  in 
theory,  but  I  am  not  going  to  risk  it  in  practice.”  But  it  is  to  that  risk  in 
practice  that  Christ  calls  us. 


Fall  Convocation  Rolls  Around 


Audio  Visual  Update 


Dr.  H.A.  Harrington,  chairman  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship,  an¬ 
nounces  that  the  video  taped  internation¬ 
al  Adult  Bible  Series  will  no  longer  be 
available  after  the  current  quarter  ends. 

Too  few  churches  are  using  this  ser¬ 
vice  and  the  cost  of  the  production  of 
these  tapes  makes  it  unfeasible  to  con- 


Appointment  Changes 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  announces  the  fol¬ 
lowing  changes  in  appointments:  Rev.  R. 
Lee  McKinzie,  Elder  in  Full  Connection 
from  Associate  Minister  of  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
to  Associate  Minister  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  effec¬ 
tive  August  1, 1987. 


Scholarship  Honors  Dr.  Sloane 


With  a  gift  of  $2,000,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy 
0.  Martin  Jr.  of  Alexandria  have  estab¬ 
lished  an  endowed  scholarship  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College  honoring  Dr.  Bentley  Sloane. 

Dr.  Sloane,  recently  retired  from  the 
School  of  Church  Careers  at  Centenary, 
is  a  life  member  of  the  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees  and  the  1986  recipient  of  the  presti¬ 
gious  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Award.  The 
official  historian  for  the  College,  Dr. 
Sloane  is  currently  writing  a  history  of 
the  college  since  1900,  his  second  book 
about  Centenary  College. 

After  earning  degrees  from  Centenary 
and  SMU,  Dr.  Sloane  did  graduate  and 
seminary  work  at  Duke  University  and 


It’s  that  time  of  the  year  again-school 
is  back  in  session,  football  season  has 
started,  the  weather  is  turning  cooler 
(hopefully),  and  the  FALL  CONVOCA¬ 
TION  is  just  around  the  corner. 

Fall  Convocation  is  the  big  event  held 
traditionally  for  all  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  youth;  junior  and  senior  high  stu¬ 
dents,  as  well  as  their  sponsors.  It  is  the 
only  event  sponsored  for  all  youth  and 
this  year  it  will  be  held  Saturday,  Octo¬ 
ber  3  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Natchitoches  from  10  a.m.  until  4  p.m. 

One  of  the  main  attractions  of  the  day 
will  be  the  musical  performance  by  a 
past  favorite,  Paul  Guffey,  to  be  held  in 
the  afternoon.  Guffey,  a  native  of  Baton 
Rouge,  has  spent  numerous  hours  coun¬ 
seling  and  interacting  with  students.  He 
is  co-founder  of  Team  Concepts  and  is 
the  former  lead  vocalist  for  HARBOR. 
Guffey  understands  student  ministry--he 
is  aware  of  their  needs  and  is  sensitive  to 
the  problems  and  struggles  they  face. 

"Letting  them  know  that  you  really  do 
care  about  them  is  crucial  in  building  a 
foundation  for  ministry,”  Guffey  said. 
"Music  is  a  great  way  to  communicate 
God's  message  to  them.” 

Guffey  has  the  unique  ability  of  being 
able  to  use  music  to  effectively  commu¬ 
nicate  with  large  groups  while  focusing 
on  the  individual.  Not  only  is  he  a  con¬ 
cert  artist,  but  he  also  has  the  skill  to 
lead  groups  in  fun  participation  songs  as 


tinue  this  service. 


A  10-minute  video  tape  on  the  work  of 
the  United  Methodist  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  is  now  available  through  the 
Conference  Audio  Visual  Library.  There 
is  no  charge  for  this  tape  other  than  the 
postage. 


In  addition,  the  Bishop  announces  the 
transfer  of  Bobby  J.  Bowling,  Associate 
Member,  from  the  New  Mexico  Confer¬ 
ence  to  the  Louisiana  Conference.  He  is 
appointed  as  Associate  Minister  to 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
District,  effective  September  1, 1987. 


well  as  setting  the  tempo  for  worship. 
His  musical  style  calls  to  mind  the 
sounds  of  Dan  Fogelberg  and  John  Den¬ 
ver,  while  he  maintains  a  unique  crisp¬ 
ness  of  his  own. 

Guffey  was  a  student  at  the  LSU 
School  of  Music,  possessing  guitar,  piano 
and  vocal  talents.  In  the  past,  he  has 
served  on  the  staff  at  the  Louisiana 
School  for  the  Deaf,  as  youth  director  at 
Ingleside  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  and  as 
staff  director  in  charge  of  entertainment 
for  Louisiana  Boys  State  and  Girls  State. 

To  start  the  Convocation,  there  will  be 
some  "getting  acquainted”  activities  for 
all  of  the  youth.  Next  on  the  agenda  will 
be  the  Centenary  Resource  Team,  who 
will  lead  the  morning  program.  This 
team  is  made  up  of  members  of  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  Church  Careers  Program  who  are 
students  at  Centenary  College.  This  team 
is  available  to  promote  Centenary  and 
provide  resources  to  local  churches,  such 
as  music  and  drama.  Following  their 
program  will  be  lunch  and  then  the  con¬ 
cert  by  Paul  Guffey. 

This  year,  an  addition  to  Fall  Convoca¬ 
tion  will  be  an  auction.  The  auction  is  be¬ 
ing  held  to  raise  money  for  the  Youth 
Service  Fund  and  each  church  is  asked  to 
bring  some  item  to  be  auctioned.  The 
Youth  Service  Fund  is  money  raised  by 
the  youth  to  be  spent  by  them  for  youth 
projects.  Some  of  these  projects  have  in- 
cluded  the  Methodist  Home  Camp, 


Shepherd's  Center  in  Alexandria  and  the 
Istrouma  After  School  Project. 

The  Fall  Convocation  is  an  exciting 
tradition  the  youth  have  kept  alive  for  a 


number  of  years.  The  Convocation  is  a 
great  opportunity  for  youth  from  all 
over  the  Conference  to  get  together  for 
fellowship  and  inspiration. 


Paul  Guffey 


UMW Hold  1 4th  Annual  Meeting 


Five  to  six  hundred  women  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  attending 
their  14th  annual  meeting  at  the  Noel 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  Sep¬ 
tember  18  and  19.  The  theme  for  this 
year’s  conference  is  “Facing  the  Future 
—  Through  It  All . . .  GOD”. 

Guest  speakers  will  be  Dr.  Rosalie, 
Lawson,  Mrs.  Pat  Kneipp  and  Rev.  Ester 
Hammond.  Rev.  Ester  Hammond,  for¬ 
mer  missionary  to  Monrovia,  Liberia,  is 
presently  minister  at  Church  Point- 
Maxie-Ville  Platte  United  Methodist 
Churches.  Mrs.  Kneipp  holds  a  master’s 


degree  in  counseling  from  Louisiana 
Tech.  She  has  a  private  practice,  doing 
both  personal  and  group  therapy.  She  is 
also  active  in  her  own  church,  First  UMC 
of  Shreveport.  Dr.  Lawson  holds  a  Ph.  D. 
from  Boston  University  in  theological 
studies  and  adult  Christian  education. 
She  is  presently  associate  professor  of 
behavioral  science  at  Oklahoma  Coil ege 
of  Osteopathic  Medicine  and  surgery, 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma. 

The  chairperson  for  this  event  is  June 
Sumrall  and  the  co-chairperson  is  Gladys 
Prillerman. 


This  registration  form  is  to  give  an  accurate  account  of  all  who  will  be 
attending  the  Fall  Convocation,  and  to  let  us  know  for  how  many  to  plan  lunch. 
Your  $7.50  registration  fee  includes  the  cost  of  lunch,  the  concert  and  all 
program  expenses  All  registrations  must  reach  Larry  Lewis,  Conference 
Youth  Coordinator,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802-5720,  by 
September  28.  All  fees  should  be  included. 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS 
PHONE  _ 


. CHURCH. 


Open  Itineracy  Committee  Defines  Goals 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Committee  on  Open  Itineracy,  an  ad  hoc 
committee  first  formed  by  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood,  met  for  the  second 
time  in  early  summer.  The  Committee, 
being  continued  under  the  leadership  of 
Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  set  the  purpose  and 
the  goals  for  the  committee’s  work  and 
adopted  them  at  this  meeting.  Amenable 
to  the  Bishop  and  Cabinet,  this  commit¬ 
tee  will  design  and  implement  a  plan 
that  will  make  possible  pastoral  appoin- 


ments  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  without  regard  to  race  or  gender. 
Initially,  the  committee  will  devote  itself 
to  study  and  to  the  design  of  a  plan  of  in¬ 
tentional  movement  toward  the  goal  of 
an  open  itineracy. 

During  1987-88,  the  committee  will 
provide  for  the  exchanges  of  white  and 
black  pastors  over  a  period  of  6-8  weeks. 
Special  attention  will  be  given  to  areas 
in  the  Conference  where  cooperative 


parishes  might  be  developed  with  multi¬ 
racial  and  bi-gender  assignments.  The 
committee  plans  to  work  closely  with 
the  Conference  Committee  on  Religion 
and  Race  as  well  as  with  the  Bishop  and 
Cabinet,  and  its  progress  will  be  report¬ 
ed  regularly  to  the  clergy  and  laity 
alike.  It  is  hoped  that  by  the  time  of  the 
Annual  Conference  of  1988,  there  will  be 
noticeable  progress  toward  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  these  goals. 

Members  of  this  committee  are  Dr. 

m 


Tracy  Arnold,  chairperson,  Wilbur  Da¬ 
vis,  George  Duerson,  Rick  Hebert,  Roger 
Lathan  and  Carol  (Callie)  Winn.  The 
committee  welcomes  the  suggestions 
and  support  of  the  Annual  Conference  in 
this  venture  to  realize  more  fully  the 
church’s  call  to  be  open  and  inclusive. 

The  Open  Itineracy  Committee  will 
hold  their  next  meeting  on  Wednesday, 
September  23  at  10  a.m.  at  the  Head¬ 
quarters  Building. 

mm 


the  University  of  Chicago.  He  served  his 
last  t>vo  appointments  as  District  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
and  pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Alexandria.  After  "retiring” 
from  the  Conference,  he  began  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  church  placement  in  Centenary’s 
School  of  Church  Carrers. 

Persons  wishing  to  honor  Dr.  Sloane 
and  contribute  to  the  scholarship  fund 
may  send  their  check  to  Joe  Simon,  dir¬ 
ector  of  scholarship  development,  Cente¬ 
nary  College  of  Louisiana,  P.O.  Box 
41188,  Shreveport,  LA.,  71134-1188. 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
Mr.  Simon  at  (318)  869-5143. 


BUILDING  DEDICATION  —  Recently,  the  St.  Francisville  UMC  held  a  Service  of 
Dedication  for  their  remodeled  Church  School  Building  and  new  Fellowship  Hall. 
Rev.  Donald  J.  Hall,  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  Superintendent  conducted  the 
Dedication  Service.  Pictured  above  is  the  new  facility  and,  left  to  right,  Edward  I. 


Daniel  II,  co-chair  of  the  Building  Committee.  Rev.  Donald  Hall,  Irma  B.  McKnight, 
co-chair  of  the  Building  Committee  and  Rev.  Harold  B.  Babin,  pastor  at  St.  Francis¬ 
ville  UMC. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


PRESTIGIOUS  PINNING  —  Mickey  Reuter,  a  member  of  Boy  Scout  Troop  1  and 
First  UMC  Minden,  is  shown  above  receiving  the  honored  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
“God  and  Country”  award.  Presenting  the  pin  to  him  is  his  pastor,  Rev.  Bob  Bur¬ 
gess,  who  worked  with  him  through  the  program.  Also  pictured  are  Ed  LaBruyere, 
scoutmaster  and  two  of  the  scout  honor  guards.  The  presentation  was  made  during 
the  morning  worship  at  First  UMC  Minden.  Mickey  is  the  first  to  receive  the  award 
in  the  six  years  LaBruyere  has  been  associated  with  the  scout  troop. 


Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  of  the  Ne¬ 
braska  Conference,  will  be  at  First 
Church,  Slidell,  Sunday,  September  20,  to 
help  with  their  Centennial  Celebration. 
He  will  be  preaching  at  the  11  a.m.  ser¬ 
vice.  which  will  be  followed  by  a  dinner 
on  the  grounds  and  a  reception  for  the 
Bishop.  At  3  p.m..  Bishop  Hearn  will  ded¬ 
icate  the  church’s  new  pipe  organ,  after 
which  there  will  be  a  concert  by  Dr. 
Herman  Taylor  of  Dillard  University  in 
New  Orleans.  Bishop  Hearn  was  senior 
pastor  at  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge  for 
11  years.  Rev.  Ed  Pickens  is  minister  at 
First  Church,  Slidell. 

•  •  • 

Centenary  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Franklinton,  La.  held  an  all  day  Plan¬ 
ning  Retreat  for  its  Council  on  Ministries 
members  at  the  Raymond  Hayes  estate. 
During  the  day  there  was  Bible  study, 
evaluation  of  the  past  year's  accomplish¬ 


ments,  setting  goals  for  1988,  prioritizing 
these  goals  and  plans  for  implementing 
them.  Ron  Brumfield  is  Council  Chair¬ 
person  and  Rev.  Willis  Dear  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  •  • 

Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Natchitoches  had  a  spiritually  fun-filled 
summer.  The  second  week  of  June,  Vaca¬ 
tion  Church  School  averaged  50  children 
a  day,  Mrs.  L.  Porter  was  superinten¬ 
dent.  Asbury’s  UMW  held  their  Annual 
Retreat  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  V.K.  Bern¬ 
stein.  The  theme  of  the  retreat  was 
"Called  to  Grow  Toward  Wholeness.” 
Mrs.  W.  Lewis  was  coordinator  for  this 
event.  The  Annual  Revival,  held  the  first 
week  in  August,  was  once  again  led  by 
Evangelist  Rev.  Louis  Augustine  Jr. 
Through  his  preaching,  six  probationary 
members  became  full  members  of  the 
church  through  the  Sacrament  of  Bap¬ 


tism.  The  summer  fun  culminated  with  a 
Back-To-School  Gathering  at  the  church 
and  75  students  attended  the  function. 
Rev.  Louis  Augustine  III  is  the  minister. 

Mason  United  Methodist  Church,  Ber¬ 
wick,  held  its  Annual  Family  Day  Picnic 
on  Sunday,  July  19.  The  activity,  which  is 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en,  provides  an  opportunity  for  the  fam¬ 
ilies  and  friends  of  the  community  to 
gather  for  a  day  of  fellowship,  socializ¬ 
ing  and  enjoying  delicious  food.  Rev. 
Tommy  Dorsey  is  the  pastor. 


The  Chancel  Choir  of  Zachary  UMC 
held  its  annual  two-day  retreat  in  August 
at  Feliciana  Retreat  Center  for  choir 
members  and  their  families.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  retreat  is  to  learn  new  an¬ 
thems  and  Christmas  music  and  to  give 
the  choir  an  opportunity  for  relaxed  fel¬ 
lowship.  There  were  31  members  in  at¬ 
tendance.  Guest  clinician  was  Judy 
Loehr,  Diaconal  Minister  of  Music  from 
Coral  Gables,  Fla  The  pastor  is  Rev. 
John  D.  Corley  and  the  Diaconal  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Music  is  Sidney  Montegudo. 
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Looking  at  fundamental’ differences  1940s  group  ministry:  A  model  for  others? 


An  upcoming  TV  documentary  on  fun¬ 
damentalist  Christianity  deserves  viewing 
as  a  sobering  glimpse  into  how  large  num¬ 
bers  of  people  practice  their  faith. 

"Bom  Again:  Life  in  a  Fundamentalist 
Baptist  Church”  gives  an  enlightening  and 
sometimes  disturbing  look  at  an  indepen¬ 
dent  congregation  in  Worcester,  Mass.  Pro¬ 
ducers  spent  seven  months  there  taping 
church  members’  activities.  The  87-minute 
documentary  is  scheduled  to  be  aired  Sept 
23  on  the  Public  Broadcasting  System. 

The  result  is  a  candid  portrait  of  a 
pastor  and  his  people  struggling  to  apply 
a  rigid  fundamentalist  view  of  Christian 
faith  to  their  lives.  Fundamentalism 
teaches  that  the  Bible  is  literally  true  in 
every  way— theologically,  philosophical¬ 
ly.  historically  and  scientifically. 

As  the  camera  observes  church  mem¬ 
bers  dealing  with  problems— a  couple 
grappling  with  the  wife’s  adultery,  a 
man  resisting  conversion,  the  pastor’s 
teen-age  daughter  discussing  her  attrac¬ 
tion  to  the  “unsaved  world,”  etc.— view¬ 
ers  gain  insight  into  fundamentalist 
beliefs  and  their  consequences. 

It's  hard  to  avoid  the  conclusion,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  that  the  pastor’s  inflexible  use  of 
Scripture  to  counsel  a  troubled  couple  com¬ 
pounded  their  marital  difficulties,  ending  in 
divorce  from  each  other  and  the  church. 

All  the  same,  viewing  “Born  Again” 
may  benefit  those  of  us  who  do  not  share 
that  outlook  in  the  following  three  ways: 

*  It  can  increase  our  understanding  of 
a  major  religious  movement’s  grass¬ 
roots  members.  Such  understanding  is 
particularly  important  in  light  of  surveys 
showing  that  some  25  million  Americans 
call  themselves  fundamentalists.  That’s  a 
formidable  number,  especially  when  one 
considers  efforts  by  fundamentalist 
groups  to  translate  some  of  their  beliefs 
into  law— for  example,  requiring  public 
schools  to  teach  “creationism”  as  a  scien¬ 
tific  theory  with  equal  or  more  validity 
than  the  theory  of  evolution. 

*  It  can  identify  valid  emphases 
among  fundamentalists  that  Christians 
in  mainline  denominations  may  have 
overlooked  or  abandoned.  A  few  such 
emphases  revealed  by  the  program:  All 
of  life  should  be  influenced  and  guided  by 
our  religious  faith;  each  of  us  needs  an 
active,  personal  relationship  with  God; 
and  participation  in  a  community  of  be¬ 
lievers  should  include  both  prayerful 
support  and  reminders  of  our  responsi¬ 
bilities  as  Christians. 

*  It  can  help  us  appreciate  our  own  re¬ 


By  MARGARET  L.  GOTHARD 
and  RUTH  MEKKELSON 
Spring  1940.  Commencement  time  was 
approaching  at  Garrett  Biblical  Institute 
in  Evanston,  Ill  Five  young  theologs 
were  facing  an  im-  pgr  '  <  "“m 


Ruth  Mekkelson 


A  troubled  family  attends  worship  ser¬ 
vices  in  a  scene  from  an  upcoming  TV 
documentary  on  fundamentalism.  The 
program  could  benefit  those  of  us  who  do 
not  share  fundamentalism’s  assumptions. 


ligious  tradition  more— particularly  our 
heritage  of  respect  for  differing  points 
of  view  and  openness  to  God’s  self-dis¬ 
closure  beyond  the  walls  of  the  institu¬ 
tional  church.  It  is  difficult  to  view 
"Bom  Again”  without  feeling  that  many 
of  the  people  shown  lead  joyless,  stifled 
and  ingrown  lives.  Apparently  missing  is 
awareness  of  and  concern  for  others  out¬ 
side  one’s  circle.  True  joy  in  Christian 
living,  however,  nearly  always  results 
from  reaching  out  to  others  in  a  spirit  of 
Christlike  servanthood. 

“Born  Again”  is  an  isolated  look  at  one 
expression  of  fundamentalism.  Its  pro¬ 
ducers  make  no  claim  that  it  represents 
the  whole  movement. 


portant  decision. 

They  had  become 
close  friends  through 
participation  in  a 
Fellowship  of  Recon¬ 
ciliation  group  at  the 
seminary.  Reluctant 
to  go  their  separate 
ways  into  appoint¬ 
ments  as  Methodist  ministers,  they  want¬ 
ed  to  try  something  in  the  way  of 
cooperative  pioneering. 

Could  a  way  be  found  for  them? 

After  numerous  contacts  with  denomi¬ 
national  officials,  a  reply  came  from  Dr. 
Aaron  H.  Rapking,  head  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Town  and  Country  Work  of  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 

Dr.  Rapking  stated  that  he  could  ar¬ 
range  to  have  them  placed  in  rural  par¬ 
ishes  to  work  out  a  group  ministry,  a 
plan  for  cooperative  work  that  he  had 
developed  after  many  years  in  the  field 
of  rural  church  leadership. 

That  seemed  like  an  answer  to  his 
prayers  and  theirs. 


But  the  program  offers  valuable  insight 
to  those  of  us  who  don’t  share  fundamental¬ 
ism’s  assumptions  yet  have  wondered  why 
many  fundamentalist  groups  are  growing 
and  how  they  differ  from  our  approach  to 
Christian  faith  and  life.  That’s  a  difference 
we  should  be  able  to  identify  and  clarify  for 
anyone  who  believes  that  all  expressions  of 
Christianity  are  equally  credible. 

We  encourage  Christians  of  all  tradi¬ 
tions  to  watch  “Born  Again"  and  discuss  it 
in  both  in  Sunday  school  and  with  friends 
in  other  denominations.  If  it  is  not  sched¬ 
uled  to  be  shown  in  your  area,  contact 
your  local  Public  Broadcasting  station 
manager,  and  urge  its  use. 


Work  within  the  system 

After  interviews  with  Dr.  Rapking,  the 
group  decided  that* *  this  opportunity  was 
their  best  and  that  they  would  work  with¬ 
in  the  denominational  system  rather 
than  break  off  by  themselves. 

Dr.  Rapking  then  found  a  district  su¬ 
perintendent  who  could  place  them  on 
his  district  in  a  group  of  adjoining  rural 
circuits.  In  the  fall  of  1940,  they  settled 
in  southeastern  Ohio. 

“They”  included  the  wives  of  four  of 
the  ministers.  The  bachelor  of  the  group 
was  married  in  1942.  The  appointments 
were  to  19  small-town  and  country 
churches.  It  was  a  “group  ministry,”  not 
to  be  confused  with  a  larger  parish  plan. 
Each  man  was  appointed  to  a  charge. 

The  four  married  pastors  each  had  a 
four-point  charge.  The  bachelor  had  three 
churches.  The  idea  was  to  work  together 
in  areas  where  cooperation  was  possible, 
such  as  youth  groups.  Another  purpose 
was  to  draw  the  churches  closer  together. 

Since  the  writers  of  this  piece  were  and 
are  members  of  The  Ohio  Group  Ministry, 
let  us  now  switch  from  “they"  to  "we.”  We 
were  a  unit.  We  were  all  equal.  We  met  ev¬ 


ery  Monday,  and  in  all  meetings,  delibera¬ 
tions  and  activities,  the  women  were  just 
as  important  as  the  men. 

Except  in  basketball!  Five  was  just 
enough  for  a  basketball  team. 

The  fellows 
formed  a  team  that 
played  any  team 
they  could  find  to 
play  with  them.  They 
played  high  school 
teams  and  the  fresh¬ 
man  team  of  Muskin¬ 
gum  College  in  New 
Margaret  Gothard  Concord.  We  were 
particularly  elated  when  they  beat  a 
team  made  up  of  high  school  coaches! 

We  started  out  equal  financially.  We 
pooled  our  debts  and  borrowed  $2,000 
from  a  willing  aunt  so  we  could  start  on 
an  equal  basis.  This  loan  was  paid  back 
eventually  from  a  central  fund  we  set 
up.  We  pooled  our  salaries. 

Most  of  the  year  the  salaries  consisted 
of  the  offerings  each  Sunday.  Thus  our 
Monday  meetings  were  important  for  fi¬ 
nancial  reasons. 

Each  of  the  men  seemed  to  have  at 
least  one  Sunday  each  year  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  no  salary.  On  at  least  half  the 
Mondays,  the  shares  were  less  than 
$20— sometimes  less  than  $10.  But  at 
least  we  got  some  money  every  week. 


Members  of  The  Ohio  Group  Ministry  met  each  week  to  coordinate  ef*: 
forts  and  share  resources.  Co-authors  Margaret  Gothard  (top  right)  and 
Ruth  Mekkelson  (bottom  second  from  right)  appear  with  other  members  of 
the  group  in  this  1943  photograph. 


We  divided  money 

We  divided  the  weekly  monies  by  giv¬ 
ing  20  percent  to  each  of  the  four  married 
couples  and  16  percent  to  the  bachelor. 
The  remaining  4  percent  was  put  into  the 
central  fund.  The  percentages  were 
changed  as  needed,  such  as  for  a  baby  and 
when  the  bachelor  got  married. 

Special  fees  were  put  into  the  central 
fund.  The  usual  fee  for  a  funeral  was  $5, 
but  sometimes  it  was  only  $1  or  $2  or 
even  nothing.  Weddings  were  very  few. 
The  first  year  these  fees  amounted  to 
only  $150  from  all  19  churches. 

We  became  a  very  close-knit  group, 
and  the  closeness  has  endured  and 
strengthened  through  the  years. 

The  actual  “Ohio”  part  of  the  group 
ministry  lasted  for  three  years,  with  four 
of  the  couples  serving  an  additional  year 
and  a  half.  We  have  stayed  in  close  contact 
through  "round  robin”  visits  with  each  oth¬ 
er  whenever  the  opportunity  arose. 

We  had  one  reunion  of  all  our  families 
in  1955.  Then  in  1981  all  10  of  us  got  to¬ 
gether.  Since  then  we  have  been  having 
almost  yearly  reunions,  the  latest  one  at 


Claremont,  Calif.,  in  April  1987. 

In  some  ways  those  of  us  who  are  still 
living  are  closer  now  than  ever. 


It  was  a  good  experience 

It  was  a  good  experience  for  all  of  us. 
The  wives  escaped  much  of  the  loneli¬ 
ness  a  minister’s  wife  can  be  subject  to 
because  we  had  such  a  close  fellowship. 
Because  the  group  experience  took  place 
within  the  framework  of  the  Methodist 
system,  the  men  were  able  to  make  ad¬ 
justments  to  other  appointments  after 
the  project  ended. 

In  our  opinion  there  were  two  main 
reasons  that  the  Group  Ministry  did  not 
last  longer  in  Ohio.  One  was  that  we  did 
stretch  the  Methodist  appointment  sys¬ 
tem  by  trying  to  find  five  appointments 
close  together. 

And  it  was  difficult  to  build  a  program 
that  could  encompass  all  the  churches  in 
the  area  we  covered.  We  were  spread  out 
over  three  counties  with  different  county 
seats  for  our  rural  church  members. 

The  other  big  reason  was  the  outbreak 
of  World  War  II.  We  had  to  stop  meeting 
every  Monday,  for  one  thing.  We  commu¬ 
nicated  our  money  amounts  by  penny 


postcards  and  then  settled  up  when  we  * 
did  meet. 

Another  war-related  reason  was  that 
all  of  the  men  were  pacifists  and  consci¬ 
entious  objectors,  which  led  to  problems 
in  the  churches. 

A  group  ministry  such  as  ours  might 
be  possible  today.  It  would  depend  large¬ 
ly  on  the  people  involved,  their  closeness 
and  the  nature  of  their  dream. 

As  for  us.  one  of  the  most  fruitful  and 
rewarding  periods  of  our  lives  is  the  time  ' 
we  spent  in  The  Ohio  Group  Ministry. 


"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 

Margaret  Gothard  is  a  member  of 
West  Nashville  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Nashville.  Tenn.  (Tennessee  Annual 
Conference).  Ruth  Mekkelson  is  a  mem-' 
ber  of  Claremont  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Claremont.  Calif.  ( California -> 
Pacific  Annual  Conference).  Ms.  Gothard 
and  Ms.  Mekkelson  live  at  Pilgrim  Place [ 
in  Claremont.  Calif. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced  . 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit-' 
ness.”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Coverage  of  clergywomen’s  consultation  called  into  question 


To  the  Editor  . 

As  a  United  Methodist  clergy  woman,  1 
take  issue  with  and  am  offended  by  the 
Reporter's  report  of  the  Clergywomen’s 
Consultation  (see  UMR,  Aug.  28). 

The  reporter  seemed  to  be  looking  for 
ways  to  trivialize  and  criticize  the  con¬ 
sultation.  Evening  worship  services  were 
not  “pep  rallies”  (and  what's  wrong  with 
that?)  for  women  clergy.  They  were  non- 
traditional,  heart-warming  worship  ex¬ 
periences. 

Further,  since  there  were  no  indica¬ 
tions  at  the  hotel  that  we  were  in  a  for¬ 
mer  Playboy  Club,  I  cannot  imagine  why 
that  was  mentioned  in  the  article  except 
perhaps  to  further  trivialize  the  event. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  author  took  the 
most  potentially  controversial  issue  of 
the  week  and  made  that  the  central  focus 
of  the  article. 

What  I  heard  in  those  firsthand  stories 
was  the  incredible  amount  of  pain  that 
we  as  a  church  have  participated  in 
when  we  have  refused  even  to  enter  into 
dialogue  with,  much  less  into  ministry 
with,  our  lesbian  and  "gay”  sisters  and 
brothers. 

Your  article  would  lead  one  to  believe 
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that  this  event  was  not  very  important. 
It  is  lonely  sometimes  for  women  clergy. 
We  do  get  isolated.  It-is  important  that 
we  meet  and  connect. 

The  Clergywomen’s  Consultation  is  for 
me  (and  I’ve  been  to  all  of  them)  a  time 
to  remember  my  calling,  to  connect  with 
my  sisters  in  ministry  and  to  renew  my 
faith  and  hope  in  the  church  and  in  God. 
It  is  truly  a  “wellspring  of  hope.” 

Janet  M.  Lutz 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Reporting  unbalanced 

To  the  Editor 

I  am  dismayed  by  the  lack  of  judg¬ 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  Reporter  in  pub¬ 
lishing  the  unbalanced  and  selective 
coverage  of  the  Clergywomen’s  Consul¬ 
tation  in  Great  Gorge,  N.J.  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  28). 

The  event  was  a  celebration  of  the 
gifts  and  graces  of  clergywomen  and  an 
opportunity  for  continuing  education, 
worship  and  spiritual  renewal  for  the 
women  and  men  who  attended. 

The  theme,  “Wellsprings  of  Hope," 
tied  biblical  understandings  of  prayer, 
power,  proclamation  and  prophecy. 

To  sensationalize  the  consultation  by 
using  more  than  three  columns  of  print 
to  report  one  hour’s  activity  is  unbal¬ 
anced  reporting.  There  were  many  times 


WHEN  WE  VISIT 
SOMEONE  fCR  OUR 
CHURCH,  WE  WIT 
NECESSARILY  HAVE 
TO  fCRCE  A 
MESSAGE 


we  may  fill  a 
GREAT  MEEV  IM  WAT 
fersohs  life  when 
WE  SIMPLY  LISTEN 
AMP  TRUST  GOO 
TO  WORK 


YOU  MEAN.  MCHf, 
GO  Wm/  OFEH 
EARS  MP  A 
SHUT  MOUTH? 


IT  TAKES  A  TEEN¬ 
AGER  TO  STRIP  A 
THOUGHT  VOWM  TO 
ESSENTIAL* 


Aflame”  series.  It  is  great  to  read  about 
what  United  Methodist  churches  are  do¬ 
ing  across  the  country! 

What  a  pleasant  surprise  when  I  saw 
that  Dayspring  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Tempe,  Ariz.,  was  one  of  the  churches 
selected  (see  UMR,  July  24).  When  I  saw 
that,  I  recalled  the  Sundays  and  other 
times  my  husband  and  I  were  there.  A 
“church  aflame’’  really  describes 
Dayspring. 

How  great  it  would  be  to  be  able  to 
visit  the  churches  in  the  articles.  I’m 
sure  there  are  many  churches  aflame 
about  which  you  will  be  unable  to  write, 
so  we  commend  them  also  and  say  keep 
“the  church  aflame.” 


nence  and  Christ’s  call  to  live  an  alcohol- 
free  life  is  not  based  on  ’a  careful 
examination  of  Scripture. 

The  Old  Testament  condemns  alcohol 
use  in  Proverbs  20:1,  23:31-33  and  else¬ 
where. 


Sylvia  Redfield 
Opheim,  Montana 


in  the  entire  event  when  participants  re¬ 
sponded  with  care  and  love  to  the  pain 
being  expressed  by  sisters  who  are  often 
silenced  from  speaking  in  other  settings. 

To  refer  to  the  location  as  a  former 
Playboy  Club  was  in  poor  taste. 

To  use  a  term  such  as  “pep  rally”  to 
describe  the  experience  of  worship  with 
enthusiasm  is  irresponsible  and  trivial¬ 
izes  the  solidarity  and  empowerment  of 
those  moments. 

To  offer  to  local-church  readers  such 
superficial  reporting  of  a  major  gather¬ 


ing  in  the  life  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  calls  into  question  the  attitudes 
of  the  reporter  (and  the  Reporter!)  to¬ 
ward  the  ordination  of  women  and  the  in¬ 
clusive  nature  of  ministry  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Abstinence  isn’t  scriptural 

To  the  Editor: 

Don  Forsman’s  Sept  4.  article  on  absti- 


However,  Jesus’  first  miracle  reported 
in  John  2  was  to  turn  water  into  wine. 
The  apostle  Paul  advises  Timothy  in  1 
Timothy  5:23  to  use  a  little  wine  for  the 
sake  of  your  stomach.  If  any  amount  of 
alcohol  is  wrong,  then  Jesus  and  Paul 
could  both  be  accused  of  causing  people 
to  sin. 

Drunkenness  is  clearly  labeled  a  sin  in 
the  Bible,  but  abstinence  cannot  nor  ever 
will  be  validated  from  Scripture. 

If  the  official  position  of  the  church  is 
abstinence,  then  perhaps  we  should  elim- 
inate  Scripture  from  John  Wesley’s 
quadrilateral. 


Wesley  B.  Garard 
Leba,  Kansas 


Penelope  A.  Gladwell 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


Thanks  for  ‘Church  Aflame’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  “The  Church 


Here  I  Stand 

The  cross  should  stand  above  the  flag 


By  WILLIAM  A.  McCARTNEY 

The  concept  is  eye-catching!  The  exe¬ 
cution  is  powerful!  Unfortunately,  I  think 
the  symbolism  is  wrong! 

South  of  Canton,  Ohio,  on  the  east  side 
of  Interstate  77,  is  a  church  with  its  back 
to  the  freeway.  On  its  lawn,  sloping  to¬ 
ward  the  highway,  is  the  huge  shape  of  a 
cross.  It  is  clearly  visible  in  the  daytime 
and  outlined  by  lights  at  night. 

Paul  reminded  us  that  some  people 
saw  the  cross  as  folly,  but  my  life  is  built 
on  the  cross  being  the  power  of  new  life. 
I  never  tire  of  seeing  it— on  a  church,  by 
a  highway,  on  a  neckline. 

But  the  cross  outside  of  Canton  is  dif¬ 
ferent.  Rising  from  the  center  of  it  is  the 
American  flag. 

Just  as  I  am  moved  by  the  sight  of  the 
cross,  lam  moved  by  the  sight  of  the  red, 
white  and  blue.  I  am  proud  to  be  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  for  whom  the  stars 
and  stripes  are  more  than  a  mere  symbol. 

It  is  history,  in  the  way  the  13  stripes 
remind  us  of  early  visionaries  who  estab¬ 
lished  this  remarkable  society  of  free¬ 
dom  and  opportunity.  It  is  proclamation, 
in  the  way  the  50  stars  proclaim  the  way 
we  can  grow  and  include  all  kinds  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  our  society. 


cannot  believe  they  intended  what  is  por¬ 
trayed— that  God  is  subservient  to  our 
national  loyalty. 

There  is  but  one  God  who  is  subject  to 
no  one  or  no  thing.  To  suggest  otherwise, 
even  symbolically,  is  an  affront  to  the 
sovereign  power  of  God. 

The  display  in  question  may  be  just  an 
accident  of  design,  but  there  is  abroad  in 
our  land  a  mood  among  some  that  God  is 
not  Lord.  There  are  those  who  would 
claim  that  one’s  loyalty  to  country  is 
greater  than  one’s  loyalty  to  God. 

Maybe  that  perversion  of  loyalty  is  but 
an  accident  too.  Maybe  it  is  but  the  out¬ 
growth  of  the  mood  of  the  day,  of  attacks 
upon  our  nation,  of  zealous  political  ora¬ 
tory.  But  accident  or  not,  we  cannot  let  it 
be  assumed  that  God  is  not  the  Lord. 

One  of  the  things  that  has  made  our 
nation  so  remarkable  is  that  we  have 
been  able,  historically,  to  understand 
that  our  nation  stands  under  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  God.  That  is  a  form  of  humility 
that  can  lead  to  strength. 

Even  the  passage  in  Romans  about  re¬ 
specting  authority  makes  it  absolutely 
clear  that  those  in  authority  are  subject 
to  God,  because  “There  is  no  authority 
except  from  God"  (Romans  13:1b). 


Something  not  intended? 

Nevertheless,  to  bring  the  cross  and 
flag  together  in  the  manner  our  Chris¬ 
tian  brothers  and  sisters  have  done  along 
1-77  suggests  something  they  may  not 
have  intended. 

To  place  the  flag  over  the  cross  is  to 
put  the  cross  in  subjection  to  the  flag.  I 


Love  to  intone  God’s  name 

Politicians  love  to  intone  God’s  name 
or  some  great  moral  cause  as  if  those 
who  disagreed  with  them  are  numbered 
among  the  damned.  I  would  be  more 
comfortable  if  those  who  took  the  mantle 
of  authority  remembered  that  the  God 
who  is  the  source  of  all  authority  judges 


both  the  leader  and  the  follower. 

During  the  Civil  War,  Abraham  Lincoln 
is  reputed  to  have  responded  to  some 
overly  pious  commentary  on  the  war:  “It 
is  not  a  question  of  whose  side  God  is  on, 
but  rather  of  whom  is  on  God’s  side.” 

No  matter  how  beautiful  the  cross  and 
the  flag  along  the  interstate,  it  is  pain¬ 
fully  out  of  sync  with  the  insight,  the  hu¬ 
mility,  the  openness  to  God  that  Lincoln 
proclaimed. 

God  calls  us  to  make  a  choice  because 
"No  one  can  serve  two  masters"  (Matthew 
6:24).  Therefore,  I  choose  to  serve  God. 

Then,  as  He  directs  me,  I  shall  serve 
my  country  as  it  fulfills  Christ’s  teaching 
for  purity  of  heart,  for  peacemakers,  etc. 
(Matthew  5:3-12)  and  as  it  fulfills  Christ’s 
commands  to  feed  the  hungry,  give  wa¬ 
ter  to  the  thirsty,  welcome  the  stranger, 
clothe  the  naked,  and  visit  the  sick  and 
imprisoned  (Matthew  25:31-46). 

Christ  died  on  a  cross  to  make  that  re¬ 
sponsibility  clear— and  the  cross  of  his 
crucifixion  shall  forever  rise  above  all  oth¬ 
er  worldly  symbols  of  power  and  loyalty. 

"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church.  The  Rev.  William  A.  McCartney  is 
director  of  field  education  at  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio  at  Delaware. 
Ohio,  and  a  ministerial  member  of  the 
East  Ohio  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 
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Cartoon  series  prompts  protest  effort 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

A  CBS-TV  cartoon  series  that  report¬ 
edly  ridicules  parents  and  mocks  author¬ 
ity  has  sparked  one  of  the  largest  protest 
campaigns  ever  launched  by  the  Nation¬ 
al  Federation  for  Decency. 

“The  Garbage  Pail  Kids”  is  scheduled 
to  begin  Sept.  19.  Each  hourlong  cartoon 
is  to  feature  "Garbage  Pail"  characters 
from  Topps  Chewing  Gum  cards  of  the 
same  name. 

Those  cards  "ridicule  parents,  teach¬ 
ers  and  handicapped  children  and  mock 
authority."  said  the  Rev.  Donald  Wild- 
mon.  a  United  Methodist  and  executive 
director  of  the  federation. 

About  140,000  letters  with  photocopies 
of  seven  ‘‘Garbage  Pail"  characters 
were  mailed  last  month  to  the  federa¬ 
tion’s  supporters.  A  postcard  addressed 
to  CBS  protesting  the  cartoon  was  in¬ 
cluded  in  each  letter. 


“They  (Garbage  Pail 
characters)  are  vulgar 
and  sick  .  .  .  and  CBS 
intends  to  glorify  them.’’ 

— Donald  Wildmon 


A  spokeswoman  in  the  department  of 
children's  programming  at  CBS  said  she 
was  not  aware  of  how  many  postcards 
had  been  received  from  National  Feder¬ 
ation  for  Decency  supporters  but  added 
that  the  cartoon  would  be  aired  as  sched¬ 
uled  regardless  of  the  complaints. 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  "Garbage  Pail 
Kids"  resemble  Cabbage  Patch  Dolls,  a 
chubby-faced  toy  phenomenon  from  the 
early  1980s.  But  characters  include 
"Stoned  Sean,"  pictured  as  a  stone  figure 
holding  a  cigarette;  "Delicate  Tess," 


hanging  by  her  feet  between  two  slabs  of 
meat;  and  “Leaky  Lindsay,"  seen  holding 
handsful  of  mucus  from  her  nose. 

"They  (Garbage  Pail  characters)  are 
vulgar  and  sick  . . .  and  CBS  intends  to 
glorify  them,"  Mr.  Wildman  said.  "I 
don't  think  this  is  what  many  parents 
want  their  children  to  be  watching  on 
Saturday  morning." 

Beverly  Roberson  Jackson,  a  staff 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  the 
mother  of  two  small  children,  said  she 
had  seen  the  “Garbage  Pail"  cards  and 
would  be  dismayed  to  see  them  turned 
into  TV  cartoon  characters. 

“If  the  series  is  anything  like  the  cards, 
I  think  it  will  reinforce  poor  self  esteem 
and  make  children  feel  it  is  all  right  to 
prey  on  each  other,"  Ms.  Jackson  said. 

Alice  Henderson,  vice  president  of 
communications  at  CBS,  said  the  cartoon 
characters  would  not  be  without  "re¬ 


deeming  qualities." 

She  added  that  each  cartoon  would  be 
built  around  a  “pro-social  learning  expe¬ 
rience”  and  that  they  would  not  neces¬ 
sarily  be  the  same  characters  seen  on 
the  "Garbage  Pail”  cards 

Mr.  Wildmon  and  the  National  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Decency  are  not  alone  in  fighting 
the  “Garbage  Pail  Kids." 

Peggy  Charren,  president  of  Action  for 
Children's  Television,  an  advocacy  group 
that  seeks  diversity  in  children's  program¬ 
ming,  said.  "The  program  is  a  promotion 
for  a  product.  This  is  what  happens  when 
broadcasters  go  to  products  instead  of  to 
writers  for  children  s  programming. 

“They  (Garbage  Pail  Kids)  depend  on 
humor  by  putting  people  down,  and 
that's  not  the  kind  of  thing  we  should  be 
feeding  our  children.  We  re  not  into  cen¬ 
sorship.  but  we  are  attempting  to  stop 
programmers  from  turning  out  shows 
that  are  merely  pitches  for  products.” 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

DALLAS— Dr.  Anwar  M.  Barkat  (left)  and  the  Rev.  Heinz  Joachim  Held, 
two  representatives  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  talked  about  issues 
important  to  U.S.  churches  during  a  stop  at  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
headquarters  last  week. 

WCC  teams  visit  U.S. 
to  examine  local  issues 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

In  an  effort  "to  link  issues  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  with  issues  of  the  global 
church,”  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
sent  teams  of  officials  to  four  major  U.S. 
areas  last  week  to  learn  how  the  council 
could  assist  churches  in  this  country. 

The  Rev.  Heinz  Joachim  Held,  moder¬ 
ator  (presiding  officer)  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  WCC’s  policy-making 
central  committee,  and  Anwar  M.  Bar¬ 
kat,  WCC  executive  secretary,  were  in 
Dallas  Sept.  8-10. 

Similar  visits  by  other  WCC  staff  and 
members  of  the  executive  committee 
were  made  to  churches  and  ecumenical 
agencies  in  Los  Angeles;  Detroit,  Grand 
Rapids  and  Lansing,  Mich.;  and  Washing¬ 
ton  Sept.  8-17. 

The  council’s  entire  executive  com¬ 
mittee  is  to  meet  with  black  church  lead¬ 
ers  in  Atlanta  Sept.  19. 

Executive  panel  to  meet  in  U.S. 

Following  consultations  with  minority 
church  leaders,  the  27-member  WCC  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  will  convene  its  annu¬ 
al  meeting  at  Atlanta’s  Interdenomina¬ 
tional  Theological  Center  (which  con¬ 
tains  UM-related  Gammon  Seminary) 
Sept.  21-26.  The  executive  committee  has 
not  met  in  the  United  States  in  18  years. 

In  an  interview  at  United  Methodist 
Reporter  headquarters  in  Dallas,  Dr 
Held,  a  German,  and  Dr.  Barkat,  a  Paki¬ 
stani,  said  the  visits  enabled  WCC  offi¬ 
cials  to  share  experiences  with 
Christians  in  this  country. 

In  Dallas,  the  two  participated  in  two 
United  Methodist-related  programs.  They 
listened  to  experiences  of  Hispanic  laypeo- 
ple  at  Mary  King  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  (Rio  Grande  conference)  and 
black  clergy  at  Warren  United  Methodist 
Church  (North  Texas  conference). 

In  turn,  the  WCC  officials  talked  about 
the  council’s  role  in  empowering  the  ra¬ 
cially  oppressed  throughout  the  world. 

“We  try  to  follow  the  Scripture  in  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,"  said  Dr 
Held,  “that  God  is  especially  mindful  of 
the  poor,  people  in  a  foreign  land,  the 
widowers,  orphans  and  other  people  with 
low  standing  in  the  community.” 

Dr.  Held  has  headed  the  office  of  for¬ 
eign  relations  for  the  Evangelical 
Church  of  Germany  since  1974  and  is  a 
resident  of  Hanover,  Germany.  He  was 
elected  moderator  at  the  6th  World 


Council  Assembly  in  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia,  in  1983. 

Dr.  Barkat,  former  director  of  the 
WCC’s  Programme  to  Combat  Racism, 
now  is  the  WCC's  representative  on  in¬ 
ternational  affairs  at  the  United  Nations. 

People  expect  WCC  to  know 

"People  still  expect  the  WCC  to  speak 
on  behalf  of  most  Christians  in  the 
world,"  said  Dr.  Barkat."They  expect  us 
to  tell  what  is  really  going  on. 

"That  is  why  these  meetings  are  im¬ 
portant— to  listen  and  to  learn  what  is 
going  on  in  the  U.S." 

The  Rev.  Joel  Salas,  pastor  of  the 
Mary  King  UMC,  said  Dr.  Held  requested 
a  meeting  with  Dallas-area  Hispanics  be¬ 
cause  the  WCC  wanted  to  establish  a  di¬ 
rect  link  with  a  Hispanic  church. 

“The  consultation  was  very  positive,” 
said  Mr.  Salas.  "We  established  a  link 
with  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  since 
they  want  to  keep  abreast  of  the  tempera¬ 
ment  of  Mexican-American  concerns. 

"Dr.  Held  interviewed  several  people 
while  he  was  here,  so  I  am  sure  he  has 
enough  information  to  paint  a  real  picture 
of  the  role  of  Hispanics  in  the  church." 

On  another  note,  the  ministers  told  the 
Reporter  that  the  visit  enabled  them  to 
share  the  WCC’s  official  position  on  elim¬ 
inating  legalized  racial  segregation 
(apartheid)  in  South  Africa.  The  two 
termed  the  government  policy  "against 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Dr.  Barkat  said  many  Americans  mis¬ 
understand  the  WCC’s  "Lusaka  State¬ 
ment,"  issued  earlier  this  year  during  a 
meeting  in  Lusaka,  Zambia,  with  leaders 
of  the  Southern  African  Liberation 
Movement. 

Dr.  Held  said  that  although  the  state¬ 
ment  may  sound  as  if  the  WCC  is  pro¬ 
moting  racial  violence,  the  agency  “in  no 
way  condones  the  liberation  of  God’s 
people  by  violent  means." 

The  statement  reads,  in  part,  ‘  While  re¬ 
maining  committed  to  peaceful  change, 
we  recognize  that  the  nature  of  the  South 
African  regime  which  wages  war  against 
its  own  inhabitants  and  neighbors  compels 
the  movements  to  the  use  of  force  along 
with  other  means  to  end  oppression.” 

Dr.  Held  said,  “The  statement  is  not 
saying  that  the  WCC  is  justifying  vio¬ 
lence.  We  would  never  have  done  that, 
because  we  are  Christians.  Jesus  has 
called  us  to  be  his  followers  in  a  non-vio¬ 
lent  way." 
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Burundi  bishop  optimistic  after  coup 

UM  leader  says  new  government  promises  more  religious  freedom 
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By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Alfred  Ndori- 
cimpa  of  Burundi  told  the  Reporter  last 
week  he  is  optimistic  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  in  his  Central  African  country  will 
keep  its  promise  to  guarantee  religious 
freedom. 

Resentment  over  restrictions  placed 
on  Burundi’s  predominant  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Church— restrictions  that  also  ap¬ 
plied  to  Protestant  churches— reportedly- 
fueled  the  bloodless  coup  d'etat  that 
ousted  the  country’s  president  Sept.  3,  in¬ 
formed  sources  said. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  spoke  with  the  Re¬ 
porter  by  telephone  from  Nairobi,  Ken¬ 
ya,  where  he  was  attending  meetings  of 
the  All-Africa  Conference  of  Churches 

The  United  Methodist  bishop  said  he 
left  the  Burundian  capital  of  Bujumbura 
Sept.  2,  the  day  before  the  overthrow 
took  place.  As  of  Sept.  9,  he  was  still 
waiting  in  Nairobi  for  a  flight  home. 

Borders  of  the  land-locked  country 
about  the  size  of  Maryland  and  bordered 
by  Tanzania,  Zaire  and  Rwanda  were 
scheduled  to  reopen  this  week,  according 
to  a  U.S.  State  Department  official.  The 
airport  in  Bujumbura  was  also  expected 
to  resume  operations. 

Although  Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said  he 
had  not  talked  with  anyone  in  Burundi 


since  the  overthrow,  he  told  the  Reporter 
he  recognized  the  names  of  some  people 
reportedly  involved  in  the  coup. 

He  said  he  was  acquainted  with  Maj. 
Pierre  Buyoya,  whom  sources  inside  the 
country  say  is  the  head  of  the  “military 
committee  for  national  salvation”  now 
running  Burundi.  The  bishop  indicated  he 
is  encouraged  by  the  course  reportedly 
set  by  Maj.  Buyoya’s  new  government 
regarding  religious  freedom. 

Diplomats  in  Nairobi  and  Washington 
said  that  a  series  of  repressive  anti-Cath- 
olic  decrees  had  fostered  anger  and  re¬ 
sentment  throughout  the  country’s  large 
Roman  Catholic  population. 

Burundi,  which  won  independence 
from  Belgium  in  1962,  has  about  5  mil¬ 
lion  people,  65  percent  of  whom  are  re¬ 
portedly  Roman  Catholic. 

The  deposed  government  had  shut  down 
a  Roman  Catholic  school  program  that 
provided  primary  education  for  300,000  ru¬ 
ral  children,  banned  rural  prayer  meet¬ 
ings,  and,  beginning  in  June,  banned 
church  services  except  on  Sundays. 

"It  had  reached  the  point  where  one 
more  decision  against  the  church  would 
have  sent  people  into  the  streets,”  a  se¬ 
nior  European  diplomat  who  served  in 
Burundi  for  four  years  told  the  Associat¬ 
ed  Press. 

Although  the  United  Methodist  Church 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
In  Burundi's  United  Methodist  churches. 
Western  visitors  find  an  interesting  mix  of 
the  strange  and  the  familiar 
At  the  front  of  churches,  there’s  fre¬ 
quently  a  native  drum  alongside  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  cross-and-flame  symbol. 

In  addition  to  native  hymns,  church 
members  sing  familiar  Western  hymns, 
but  the  words  are  in  their  native  Kirundi. 

Sermons— delivered  mostly  by  lay  pas¬ 
tors— are  almost  always  about  salvation 
The  Rev.  Daniel  T  Moore,  director  of 
communications  for  the  North  Central 
New  York  conference,  made  those  obser¬ 
vation  during  visits  to  the  Maryland¬ 
sized  African  country  in  1986  and  1987 
(see  related  story). 

The  sermons  are  “more  conservative, 
more  salvation-oriented  than  you  find  in 
most  mainline  churches  in  the  New  York 
West  Area,”  Mr.  Moore  said. 

"But,  the  over-arching  theology  puts 
faith  in  both  the  spiritual  and  physical 
context.  The  Gospel  they  preach  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  peoples'  physical  needs 
and  their  spiritual  welfare 
“Every  sertnbn  I  have  heard  in  Africa 
involves  the  necessity  of  placing  one's 
life  and  hopes  firmly  in  the  hands  of 
Christ  and  acknowledging  the  central 
imperative  to  surrender  oneself  to  God 
in  Jesus  Christ,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Moore  said  church  members  in  Bu¬ 
rundi  laid  out  a  carpet  of  freshly  cut  grass 
for  him  and  37  other  visitors  from  New 
York  in  1986,  saying,  “We  only  do  this  for 
people  we  love.” 

“It  became  very  clear  to  us  that  we 
were  loved,  not  because  we  were  Ameri¬ 
cans  but  because  we  were  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ,”  he  said. 

That  experience  created  a  special 
bond  between  the  Burundi  church  and 
the  two  annual  conferences  in  New  York 
West  Area,  Mr.  Moore  said 

Each  of  the  12  districts  in  the  North 
Central  New  York  and  Western  New 
York  conferences  has  pledged  to  build  a 
church  in  Burundi. 

The  Jamestown  District  alone  raised 
$17,000  for  a  1  000-capacity  facility  in 
Gitega,  Mr.  Moore  said.  Gitega,  in  the 
center  of  the  country,  is  being  prepared 
as  the  nation’s  future  capital 

Mr.  Moore  reported  that  the  walls  of 
that  church  had  been  constructed  as  of 
early  May  and  that  church  members 
were  awaiting  steel  to  build  the  roof. 

He  also  visited  three  small  churches— 
Mura,  Bukeno  and  Buhonga— that  all 
qualify  for  special  denominational  funds. 

The  churches  are  being  built  with  ma¬ 
terials  purchased  using  funds  contribut¬ 
ed  by  U.S.  United  Methodists  as  part  of 
"second  mile  giving"  programs— contri¬ 
butions  beyond  normal  denominational 
requests  of  church  members 

“  The  buildings  were  packed,  '  Mr. 
Moore  said  of  each  stop.  He  was  in  two 
during  Sunday-school  sessions  and  at¬ 
tended  the  worship  service  at  a  third 
during  the  one  Sunday  he  was  in  Burundi 
on  his  most  recent  trip. 


Estes  Chapel  reveals  the  heartbeat  of  the  Asimrv 
Semmary  experience 


Prepare  to  fulfill  your  call  to  effective  Christian  ministry  at  Asbury,  a  multi- 
denominational  seminary  where  faculty  and  students  embrace  biblical, 
Wesleyan  and  evangelical  beliefs. 


Accredited  degree  programs  include: 
Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Theology 
Doctor  of  Minisny 
Doctor  of  Missiology 
Degrees  offered  by  the  University  of 
Kentucky  (cooperative): 

M.S.W..  Ph.D. 


Master  of  Arts  concentrations  in: 
Biblical  Studies 
Christian  Education 
Parish  Counseling 
Theological  Studies 
World  Mission  and  Evangelism 
Youth  Ministry 


Asbury  Seminary  training  for  Christian  ministry  prepares  you  to  make  a 
difference  for  Christ.  Contact  our  Admissions  Office  today  for  information  to 
help  plan  your  career  in  ministry. 


Burundi  UMs 


KAYERO,  Burundi— A  cranky  electric  generator  at  a  rural  mission  station  got  special  attention  last  summer 
from  the  Rev.  Daniel  T.  Moore,  a  United  Methodist  minister  from  New  York.  Mr.  Moore  went  back  this  spring  to 
study  the  United  Methodist  mission’s  small  hydroelectric  plant.  The  generator  is  designed  to  provide  power  for  re¬ 
frigeration  and  lighting  at  the  mission’s  dispensary. 

New  Yorkers  generate  connection 
with  mission  station  in  Burundi 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Last  summer,  the  Rev,  Daniel  T. 
Moore  rolled  up  his  sleeves  and  went  to 
work  on  the  electrical  generator  at  the 
United  Methodist-owned  Kayero  mission 
station  in  the  African  nation  of  Burundi. 

The  results  were  electrifying. 

When  the  minister  and  director  of 
communications  from  the  North  Central 
New  York  conference  finished,  Kayero 
mission  had  lights  for  the  first  time  in 
several  years. 

Mr.  Moore  was  in  Africa  as  a  member 
of  New  York  West  Area  Bishop  Forrest 
Stith's  delegation  of  38  New  Yorkers  vis¬ 
iting  Burundi,  Kenya  and  Zimbabwe  and 
attending  the  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Nairobi. 

Word  spread  about  Mr.  Moore’s  elec¬ 
trifying  “connectionalism."  So,  when  the 
UM  bishop  of  Burundi  asked  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  last  De¬ 
cember  to  provide  funding  for  an  electri¬ 
cal  system  at  Kayero’s  medical 
dispensary,  relief  committee  officials 
asked  Mr.  Moore  to  go  study  the  mission 
station's  hydroelectric  plant. 

Mr.  Moore,  who  has  an  electrical  engi¬ 
neering  degree,  spent  two  weeks  this 
summer  making  that  study  at  the  rural 


mission  in  the  Maryland-sized  country  of 
east-central  Africa. 

He  submitted  his  report  to  UMCOR 
upon  returning  to  the  United  States. 

"The  hope  is  to  upgrade  the  existing 
electrical  plant,  which  is  in  pretty  bad 
shape,"  Mr.  Moore  said. 

The  generator,  built  by  a  firm  in  Ap¬ 
pleton.  Wis.,  is  designed  to  provide  power 
for  refrigeration  and  lighting  at  the  dis¬ 
pensary. 

Burundian  United  Methodist  officials 
plan  to  use  the  dispensary  to  serve  the 
region’s  Komoso  Valley.  Mr.  Moore  de¬ 
scribed  the  valley  as  "a  very  rural  por¬ 
tion  of  the  country  where  there  is  great 
medical  need." 

The  Kayero  mission  serves  as  a  district 
center.  The  29  buildings,  including  dispen¬ 
sary,  church,  primary  school,  women’s 
center,  residences,  guest  cottages  and 
theological  education  office,  were  left  to 
the  native  church  when  personnel  from 
the  Indiana-based  World  Gospel  Mission 
departed  in  the  late  1970s. 

Mr.  Moore  studied  the  hydroelectric 
potential  of  the  nearby  mountain  stream 
and  generator  to  see  if  they  could  pro¬ 
vide  power  to  the  entire  complex,  includ¬ 
ing  a  hospital  being  built  at  the  site. 

Addition  of  an  X-ray  unit  and  appli¬ 


ances  at  the  hospital  would  probably  re¬ 
quire  an  additional  diesel  generator,  he 
said. 

“The  challenges  of  installing  an  elec¬ 
trical  system  in  a  developing  country  are 
significant,”  Mr  Moore  said. 

Materials  are  difficult  to  obtain,  mak¬ 
ing  it  more  expensive  than  an  equivalent 
plant  in  the  United  States,  he  said. 

Although  Bishop  Alfred  Ndoricimpa, 
head  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Burundi,  would  like  the  electrification 
project  to  be  finished  this  summer,  Mr. 
Moore  said  he  expects  completion  in  the 
summer  of  1988. 

His  study  probably  won’t  be  consid¬ 
ered  by  UMCOR  officials  until  October, 
and  the  rainy  season  in  Burundi  will  de¬ 
lay  most  work  until  early  May,  Mr. 
Moore  said. 

"Kayero  is  the  focus  of  several  minis¬ 
tries  related  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  Mr.  Moore  said.  Several 
churches  being  built  in  the  region  qualify 
for  the  denomination’s  ‘“second-mile" 
Advance  Special  giving  funds. 

The  Burundian  church  became  a  part 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  during 
the  1984  General  Conference.  It  has 
17,000  members  and  45,000  attending  ser¬ 
vices  at  150  preaching  points. 


in  Burundi  has  just  17,000  members,  it 
has  an  average  attendance  of  45,000  at 
150  preaching  points,  Bishop  Ndoricimpa 
said.  A  United  Methodist  official  in  the 
United  States  said  that  the  decrees  en¬ 
acted  against  Roman  Catholics  also 
were  applied  to  Protestants. 

oicb«n  rv’"*'*  1  Lawson  (Wisconsin 
Area),  who  visited  Burundi  in  recent 
weeks  as  a  representative  of  the  UM 
Council  of  Bishops  and  left  Burundi  just 
before  the  coup,  said  that  the  restriction 
on  church  gatherings  had  been  strictly 
enforced. 

Although  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
was  the  primary  target  of  the  restric¬ 
tions,  Bishop  Lawson  said  that  one  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  layman  was  arrested  and 
jailed  because  he  “invited  a  few  neigh¬ 
bors  into  his  home  for  a  Bible  study.” 


He  also  said  that  several  Burundian 
United  Methodist  lay  evangelists  were 
"ordained”  as  clergy  members  this  year 
because  a  government  decree  forbidding 
lay  members  from  leading  church  meet¬ 
ings  had  hampered  church  activities  in 
rural  areas. 

Burundi’s  ousted  president,  Jean  Bap¬ 
tiste  Bagaza,  42,  had  controlled  the  na¬ 
tion  for  nearly  11  years. 

Col.  Bagaza,  who  came  to  power  in  a 
military  coup  in  1976,  was  attending  a 


Bishop  Alfred  Ndoricimpa 

conference  in  Canada  when  he  was  de¬ 
posed.  He  is  apparently  seeking  asylum 
in  Kampala,  Uganda,  sources  said,  al¬ 
though  aides  indicated  he  hopes  to  return 
to  Burundi  as  a  private  citizen. 

A  U.S.  State  Department  official  re¬ 
ported  that  all  U.S.  citizens  in  Burundi 
have  been  accounted  for. 
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PHOTO  BY  LINDA  KEISTER 

LONDON— The  Rev.  Delores  Langley,  United  Methodist  from  North  Car¬ 
olina  and  the  first  woman  intern  at  Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London,  stands  in 
front  of  John  Wesley’s  tomb  at  the  “mother  church”  of  Methodism. 


1st  woman  intern  ends 


year  at  Wesley  Chapel 


By  LINDA  W.  KEISTER 

LONDON — Ordination  of  women  by 
the  Church  of  England  is  considered  con¬ 
troversial,  but  a  United  Methodist  re¬ 
cently  finished  a  year  as  the  first  woman 
intern  in  British  Methodism’s  famed 
Wesley’s  Chapel. 

The  Rev.  Delores  Langley,  a  graduate 
of  Duke  University  Divinity  School, 
spent  most  of  her  internship  in  the  chap¬ 
laincy  program  at  City  University  and 
City  of  London  Polytechnic. 

"I  was  involved  as  much  as  I  could  be 
for  two  days  each  week — for  the  weekly 
eucharist,  doing  a  Bible  study,  going  on 
retreats  and  just  being  there  for  the  stu¬ 
dents  who  wanted  to  talk,”  she  said. 

A  member  of  the  North  Carolina  An¬ 
nual  Conference  and  a  former  therapist 
in  a  hospital.  Ms.  Langley  also  worked  in 
the  chaplaincy  program  at  St.  Bartholo¬ 
mew’s  Hospital  in  London  as  part  of  her 
internship. 

Nurses  were  initially  skeptical  of  a 
woman  chaplain,  Ms.  Langley  said.  But 
it  was  just  a  matter  of  breaking  down 
barriers,  she  said,  a  matter  she  would 
like  to  focus  on  in  her  continuing  minis- 
try. 

“Being  a  woman  in  ministry  in  En¬ 
gland  is  similar  to  that  in  the  states," 
said  Ms.  Langley.  “There  is  usually  ini¬ 
tial  skepticism  and  apprehension.  But 
once  people  get  to  know  you,  they’re 
more  accepting.” 

Even  the  superintendent  minister  at 
Wesley's  Chapel,  the  Rev.  Ronald  Gib- 
bins,  admits  to  having  had  initial  doubts 
about  selecting  a  woman  for  the  intern 
program. 


"My  reservations  were  based  on  the 
fact  that  we  in  the  United  Kingdom  have 
allowed  women  ministers  much  later 
than  in  the  United  States  and  my  own 
ministry  has  been  male-dominated,”  he 
said. 

"Delores  has  been  faithful,  clinical 
and  has  established  good  relationships  in 
her  university  chaplaincy  work. 

“The  other  chaplains  have  not  been  as 
positive  about  women  in  ministry,  but 
she  has  kept  her  own  end  up  very  well,” 
he  added. 

Ms.  Langley  was  the  first  student  in¬ 
tern  asked  to  return  for  a  second  year, 
but  she  declined. 

“I  would  like  someday  to  work  on  an 
international  basis  to  promote  unity 
among  different  churches,”  Ms.  Langley 
said.  “Unity  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
Christian  Gospel,  and  there  is  still  lots  of 
prejudice  among  Christians.” 

She  said  she  was  skeptical  about  going 
to  London  when  she  learned  that  only  10 
percent  of  the  British  population  attends 
church.  She  expected  to  find  lifeless  con¬ 
gregations. 

"I’ve  been  impressed  by  the  churches 
in  England,”  she  said.  “Even  though  they 
are  few  in  numbers,  there  is  commit¬ 
ment.  It  is  encouraging  to  see  signs  of 
hope,  but  the  church  needs  to  be  revived 
and  restored.” 

Another  woman  from  the  United 
States,  Andrea  Pritts,  a  student  at  the 
Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio, 
will  be  the  intern  during  the  1987-88  aca¬ 
demic  year. 

Linda  Keister  is  a  United  Methodist 
free-lance  writer  in  London. 


Development  fund  lends  $8  million 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
ST.  LOUIS— Another  multimillion-dol- 
lar  record  was  set  recently  as  directors 
of  the  United  Methodist  Development 
Fund  awarded  40  loans  totaling 
$8,348,191  to  local  church  building  pro¬ 
jects. 

The  money,  representing  the  largest 
one-time  loan  approval  in  the  fund’s  his¬ 
tory,  went  to  13  new  church  develop¬ 
ments  and  27  church  redevelopment 
projects  in  all  five  of  the  denomination’s 
geographical  U.S.  jurisdictions. 


Sharing  the  Loaf 
for  a  Just  World 

Celebrate  World  Communion 
Sunday,  Oct.  4,  through  the  offer- 
ing  to  support  United  Methodist 
ethnic  minority  students  and  interns 
as  they  prepare  to  build  a  more  just 
and  faithful  world.  Your  gift  will 
enrich  the  church’s  ministry  by 
providing: 

•  Crusade  Scholarships  for 
graduate  students  committed  to 
serving  the  church  and  society; 

•  Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships 
for  undergraduate  students  recom¬ 
mended  by  their  local  churches;  and 

•  Ethnic  Minority  In-Service 
Training  for  people  who  seek  expe¬ 
rience  and  certification  in  various 
professional  ministries. 

On  World  Communion  Sunday, 
remember  that  “we  who  are  many 
are  one  body,  for  we  all  partake  of 
the  one  bread  7  (1  Corinthians  10:17 ) 

eWorld  Communion 
Sunday 


The  United  Methodist  Development 
Fund  uses  money  invested  by  United 
Methodist  individuals  and  groups  to 
make  low-interest  loans  to  growing  and 
needy  churches— in  addition  to  giving  in¬ 
vestors  a  return  on  their  money. 

The  fund  is  one  means  the  National  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  to  assist  financially  with 
congregational  development. 

Two  days  earlier  the  division's  newly 
formed  funding  committee  awarded  an 
additional  $1.5  million  to  20  projects  and 
approved  six  congregational  develop¬ 
ment  grants  totaling  $60,000.  This  money 
came  from  National  Division  loan  funds. 

The  congregational  development  of¬ 
fices  also  help  conferences,  districts  and 
local  churches  with  stewardship  cam¬ 
paigns  bringing  in  additional  tens  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  not  reflected  in  the 
amounts  reported  at  the  St.  Louis  meet¬ 
ing. 

Before  receiving  aid,  churches  must 
engage  in  a  process  involving  assess¬ 
ment  of  both  congregational  and  com¬ 
munity  needs. 


MINISTERS,  IMPROVE  YOUR 
’’PASTORAL  SKILLS  IN 
MEDICAL  CRISES” 

A  5-day  intensive  seminar  with  lead¬ 
ing  experts  in  medicine,  ethics, 
theology  at  the  world’s  foremost 
medical  center. 

January  4-8,  1988 

Topics:  AIDS,  addiction,  geriatrics, 
neonatal  issues,  suicide,  theology  of 
life  and  death. 

Fee:  $150.  Hotel,  meals  at  modest 
cost. 


Write  or  phone 

Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  Director. 


The  Institute 
of  Religion 

Texas  Medical  Center 
P.  O.  Box  20569 
Houston,  Tx  77225 
(713)  797-0600 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Panel  warns  of  immigration 


By  WALLACE  J.  BENNETT 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
EL  PASO,  Texas— New  U.S.  immigra¬ 
tion  laws  will  create  almost  2  million 
“victims,"  and  United  Methodists  have  a 
moral  imperative  to  come  to  their  aid, 
participants  in  the  church’s  Southwest 
Border  Consultation  were  told  recently 
Even  some  illegal  aliens  who  could 
qualify  for  U.S.  citizenship  under  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Immigration  and  Control  Act 
of  1986  will  be  victimized,  according  to  a 
Southwest  Border  Committee  report  to  a 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  con¬ 
sultation  in  Ciudad  Juarez,  Mexico  (just 
across  the  border  from  El  Paso). 

Representatives  of  five  United  Meth¬ 
odist  conferences  along  the  2,500-mile 
border  with  Mexico  presented  reports 
during  the  three-day  meeting.  Members 
of  a  variety  of  denominational  boards 
and  agencies  also  made  presentations. 

A  church  and  community  worker  is  be¬ 


ing  assigned  in  the  border  region  to  initi¬ 
ate  programs  addressing  immigration 
needs,  said  the  Rev.  Conrado  Soltero, 
secretary  of  the  racial-ethnic  program 
of  the  mission  board. 

The  official  indicated  the  worker  will 
specialize  as  an  advocate  within  church 
and  government  structures  for  people 
caught  up  in  the  immigration  process. 

Although  4  million  undocumented  peo¬ 
ple  are  expected  to  become  legal  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  United  States  under  amnesty 
provisions  of  the  immigration  act,  about 
half  that  many  will  be  victims  either  of 
the  law  or  of  unscrupulous  people  cheat¬ 
ing  those  seeking  to  become  residents, 
said  Dr.  Aurora  Camacho  de  Schmidt,  an 
immigration  specialist  working  as  a  con¬ 
sultant  for  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief. 

Her  report  focused  on  the  developing 
crisis  brought  about  by  the  new  immi¬ 
gration  law. 


Many  eligible  aliens  will  be  unable  to 
pay  expenses  for  documents  and  amnes¬ 
ty  applications,  Dr.  Camacho  de  Schmidt 
said.  Some  aliens  will  be  cheated  by 
“profiteers”  claiming  to  help  them. 

Others  fearful  they  cannot  meet  the 
law's  requirements  will  return  to  their 
already  overburdened  homelands  in 
Mexico  and  Central  America,  she  said. 

Methodists  from  Mexico  said  there 
was  already  evidence  of  that  in  their 
country. 

Still  other  undocumented  workers  will 
go  underground  to  live  as  permanent  ille¬ 
gal  residents  to  avoid  the  immigration 
process  and  possible  forced  return  to  their 
home  countries,  said  Dr.  Camacho  de 
Schmidt.  Those  workers  will  be  considered 
criminals  and  ineligible  for  assistance. 

Compliance  with  the  new  law  requires 
applicants  to  apply  for  amnesty  as  indi¬ 
viduals  rather  than  as  family  groups,  she 
noted.  That  raises  the  possibility  of  fam- 
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‘victims’ 

ily  separation. 

Immigration  and  Naturalization  Ser¬ 
vice  officials  have  pledged  to  do  all  they 
can  to  keep  families  together,  but  Dr. 
Camacho  de  Schmidt  indicated  that  the 
verdict  is  not  in  on  that  promise. 

United  Methodist  Bishops  Ernest  T. 
Dixon  (San  Antonio  Area)  and  Elias  Gal¬ 
van  (Phoenix  Area)  attended  the  consulta¬ 
tion.  Bishop  Miguel  Hernandez  Sanche?, 
leader  of  the  border  area  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico,  also  took  part. 

The  three  bishops  plan  to  meet  again 
this  winter. 

“The  consultation  should  continue  so  we 
can  discuss  these  issues  in  depth  and  obr 
tain  resources  to  facilitate  future  work 
along  the  border,’’  said  Bishop  Hernandez.; 

Bishop  Galvan  called  the  need  for  con¬ 
tinued  dialogue  “urgent.” 

Mr.  Bennett  is  editor  of  the  Central 
Texas  Conference  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 


Minister  performs  big-band  ‘soul’  music 


hours  in  a  National  Shirt  Shop. 

"I  was  surprised  that  I  could  make 
that  much  money  having  fun,”  he  recalls. 

A  few  years  later  when  he  was  study¬ 
ing  for  campus  ministry  at  Yale  Divinity 
School,  Mr.  Zirkel  and  eight  other  stu¬ 
dents  formed  a  band  jocularly  known  as 
The  Squeakin’  Deacons. 

"It’s  the  only  band  I’ve  ever  known  of 
that,  during  intermissions,  would  be 
working  on  sermons  instead  of  smoking 
a  cigarette  or  having  a  drink  at  the  bar,” 
he  said. 

When  Mr.  Zirkel  was  ordained  after 
World  War  II,  the  big  band  popularity 
was  waning,  and  he  thought  his  band  days 
were  over.  He  sold  his  tenor  sax  and  clar¬ 
inet  and  didn’t  play  again  for  some  20 
years,  or  until  about  10  years  before  the 
debut  of  the  Big  Band  Sound  of  Austin. 

At  that  time,  he  bought  the  clarinet  he 
still  uses  from  a  pawn  shop  so  he  could 
“play  along”  with  his  four  musically  in- 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Zirkel’s  taste  in  mu¬ 
sic  has  changed  little  since  he  was  a 
teen-ager  buying  his  first  record— a  35- 
cent  78-rpm  of  Jimmie  Lunceford’s  “My 
Blue  Heaven.” 

The  retired  United  Methodist  minister 
from  Austin,  Texas,  leads  a  16-piece 
“big-band  sound”  band  that  specializes  in 
the  swing  music  of  such  all-time  favor¬ 
ites  as  Glenn  Miller,  Tommy  Dorsey, 
Benny  Goodman,  Harry  James  and  Duke 
Ellington. 

From  1978  until  his  retirement  last 
year,  the  minister/ band  leader  juggled 
“the  Gospel  of  the  church  with  the  gospel 
of  big-band  music.”  Both,  he  said,  are 
“good  for  the  soul.” 

Mr.  Zirkel,  68,  organized  The  Big  Band 
Sound  of  Austin  nine  years  ago,  shortly 
before  re-entering  the  ministry  after  a 
brief  leave  of  absence. 

At  first,  he  said,  the  band  was  a  just- 
for-fun  jazz  reading  group.  It  included 
several  professional  musicians,  a  build¬ 
er,  an  Air  Force  officer,  a  printer,  state 
and  college  administrators,  and  some 
University  of  Texas  graduate  students. 
They  got  together  once  a  month  for  the 
pleasure  of  making  music. 

Band  changed 

Within  about  three  months  it  had  de¬ 
veloped  into  a  performing  band,  practic¬ 
ing  weekly  and  playing  “all  over  the 
state"  for  enthusiastic  crowds  in  parks 
and  hotels,  Mr.  Zirkel  said. 

With  little  effort  needed  to  obtain  book¬ 
ings,  he  said,  the  band  began  to  play  for 
events  such  as  outdoor  concerts,  hotel 
grand  openings,  state  conventions  of  vari¬ 
ous  professional  and  trade  organizations, 
and  United  Methodist-sponsored  events. 

Some  300  engagements  in  nine  years 
years  have  involved  many  of  what  Mr.  Zir¬ 
kel  described  as  “top-drawer”  social 
events.  Those  included  a  recent  perfor¬ 
mance  with  a  Dinah  Shore  show  during  the 
opening  dance  of  a  large  golf  tournament. 

When  Mr.  Zirkel  received  his  first  pas¬ 
toral  appointment  after  becoming  a  part- 
time  band  leader,  he  immediately  invited 
his  congregation  to  a  park  concert  “to  see 
how  your  minister  does  his  hobby.” 

“I  have  a  hobby  of  big  band  music,”  he 
told  them.  "Other  people  play  golf,  go 
fishing  or  do  stamps.” 

Music  affects  ministry 

More  than  a  hobby  or  a  matter  of 
taste,  however,  Mr.  Zirkel  said  his  “love 
affair”  with  big  band  music  has  signifi¬ 
cantly  affected  his  ministry.  Somewhat 
like  the  Shakespearean  character  who 
found  “sermons  in  stones,”  Mr.  Zirkel 
said  he  has  found  "sermons  in  swing.” 


The  marriage  of  religion  and  swing  in 
his  ministry  came  about  more  than  25 
years  ago,  Mr.  Zirkel  said,  when  he  was 
driving  back  to  his  church  in  Edna,  Tex¬ 
as,  after  “chairing  a  dismal  meeting  of  a 
conference  board”  in  San  Antonio. 

Feeling  low,  he  recalled,  he  tried  sing¬ 
ing  hymns  and  quoting  Scripture  with  lit¬ 
tle  mood-changing  effect.  When  he 
finally  flipped  on  his  car  radio,  his  spirits 
were  buoyed  by  a  half-hour  Benny  Good¬ 
man  broadcast. 

Musing  over  the  way  the  music  had  ac¬ 
complished  for  him  what  the  more  inspi¬ 
rational  devices  had  failed  to  do,  it  came 
to  the  minister  that  swing  music  “is  a 
part  of  God’s  world,  too.” 

“Nobody  questions  ministers’  use  of 
natural  creations— a  sunset  or  a  butter¬ 
fly,  birds  or  flowers— to  illustrate  the 
beauty  God  has  given,”  he  said.  “So  why 
limit  God  to  religious  expressions  of  this 
sort?  Why  can’t  God  speak  to  us  through 
melody,  harmony  and  a  beat?” 

This  experience,  Mr.  Zirkel  said,  in¬ 
spired  a  four-month  series  of  Sunday- 
night  sermon-studies. 

Combo,  kingdom  compared 

In  a  sermon  titled,  “The  Parable  of  the 
Jazz  Combo,”  he  likened  a  performing 
group  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and 
played  tapes  to  illustrate  his  point. 

“A  theme  is  given,”  he  explained. 
“Each  member  is  then  free  to  impro¬ 
vise— make  his  individual  response  to 
the  theme— within  a  certain  framework, 
during  which  time  other  members  pro¬ 
vide  background  accompaniment.” 

Another  of  the  Sunday-night  sermons 
used  Tommy  Dorsey’s  song,  “The  Sunny 
Side  of  the  Street.” 

“It  says,  ‘We  can  choose  to  walk  on  the 
sunny  side  or  in  the  shadow,’  ”  Mr.  Zirkel 
explained.  “That’s  affirmation,  like  a 
doxology." 

Eventually,  Mr.  Zirkel  said,  he  was 
even  occasionally  delivering  Sunday- 
morning  sermons  on  such  topics  as  “I’m 
Beginning  to  See  the  Light,”  accompa¬ 
nied  via  stereo  recording  of  Harry 
James’  performance  of  that  Duke  Elling¬ 
ton  song. 

“It  wasn’t  one  of  those  kinds  of  things 
where  they  attract  people  through  music 
and  then  run  in  a  little  witnessing,”  he 
explained.  “I  wasn’t  using  music  as  a 
gimmick  but  rather  to  show  how  it  could 
be  a  means  of  enriching  our  lives.” 

Interest  starts  in  high  school 

The  retired  minister’s  musical  avoca¬ 
tion  started  in  high  school  and  continued 
into  seminary.  As  a  teen-ager  he  was 
“converted”  to  the  big-band  sound  when 
he  made  more  for  “a  three-hour  dance 
job”  than  he  had  made  working  eight 
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dined  children. 

Mr.  Zirkel's  active  ministry  spanned 
some  38  years,  mostly  in  the  Southwest 
Texas  Annual  Conference.  His  appoint¬ 
ments  included  several  years  as  a  cam¬ 
pus  minister  as  well  as  stints  at  churches 
as  diverse  as  one  he  organized  to  a  100- 
year-old  congregation  and  "high-steeple” 
city  churches  to  small-town  churches. 

In  retirement,  Mr.  Zirkel  continues  to 
juggle  time  between  his  vocation  and  his 
avocation,  filling  pulpits  for  other  pas¬ 
tors  and  getting  ready  for  the  band’s 
next  engagements. 

In  a  recent  series  of  lectures  on  spiri¬ 
tual  formation,  the  minister/band  leader 
said  he  drew  extensively  on  the  “Benny 
Goodman  episode”  and  its  various  rami¬ 
fications.  He  said  that  while  he  was  not 
lifting  such  experiences  above  the  deep¬ 
er  disciplines  of  prayer,  fasting  and  med¬ 
itation,  he  was  using  it  to  illustrate  how 
conviction  and  insight  can  come  also 
from  similar  things  that  happen  in  ev¬ 
eryday  life. 


Parts  of  this  story  are  based  on  arti¬ 
cles  in  the  “Austin  A merican-Statesman,” 
“ Austin  Homes  &  Gardens,"  Austin 
“Westlake  Picayune"  and  “The  Victoria 
(Texas)  Advocate.” 


Judicial  Council's  official 
Florence  V.  Lucas  dies 

ROSEDALE,  N.Y.-Florence  V.  Lu¬ 
cas,  vice  president  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Judicial  Council  since  1976  and  a 
practicing  attorney,  died  Sept.  6  follow¬ 
ing  a  long  illness. 

Services  were  Sept.  11  at  Brooks  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ja¬ 
maica,  N.Y. 

Ms.  Lucas’  place  on  what  is  known  as 
the  denomination’s  "supreme  court”  will 
be  filled  from  a  list  of  alternate  members 
elected  by  the  1984  General  Conference. 
The  Judicial  Council’s  next  meeting  will 
be  Oct.  21-24  in  San  Francisco. 

College  president  Glenn  Olds 
to  head  Fetzer  Foundation 

KALAMAZOO,  Mich.— The  Rev.  Glenn 
Olds,  president  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Alaska  Pacific  University  from 
1977  until  his  recent  retirement,  has 
been  named  president  of  the  Fetzer 
Foundation  in  Kalamazoo. 

The  Fetzer  Foundation  supports  re¬ 
search  and  education  in  wellness,  holistic 
health  and  preventative  medicine. 

Dr.  Olds,  a  ministerial  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Oregon-Idaho  Annual 
Conference,  is  former  president  of  Kent 
State  University  in  Ohio  and  has  served 
as  a  U.S.  ambassador  to  the  United  Na¬ 
tions'  Economic  and  Social  Council.  In 
1986  he  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate 
for  the  U.S.  Senate  from  Alaska. 

St.  Louis  to  play  host 
to  ‘Growth  Plus’  workshop 

NASHVILLE— Forty  pastors  from 
growing  United  Methodist  congregations 
are  to  attend  the  second  “Growth  Plus” 
workshop  Sept.  22-24  in  St.  Louis. 

“Growth  Plus”  is  one  of  a  number  of 
programs  designed  to  halt  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  two-decade  decline 


in  membership. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Harding,  an  evangelism 
and  church  growth  specialist  on  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship's  staff,  §afa 
pastors  invited  to  the  training  session 
have  been  nominated  by  bishops  and  oth¬ 
er  leaders  in  their  annual  conferences. 

Each  clergy  participant  has  commit¬ 
ted  to  help  two  local  churches  boost  their 
ministries  and  membership  before  the 
1988  General  Conference. 


Bishop  Colaw  to  teach  homiletics, 
at  United  Seminary  after  retiring 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (RNS)— Bishop  Emer¬ 
son  S.  Colaw  (Minnesota  Area)  will  be 
professor  of  homiletics  and  Christian 
ministry  at  United  Theological  Seminary 
when  he  retires  from  the  episcopacy 
next  year. 

United  President  Leonard  I.  Sweet 
said  that  Bishop  Colaw’s  “experience  as 
a  pastor  and  bishop  will  be  a  valuable 
contribution  to  those  preparing  for  min¬ 
istry  as  well  as  to  clergy  who  are  con¬ 
tinuing  their  education.” 

Before  his  election  to  the  episcopacy  in 
1980,  Bishop  Colaw  spent  19  years  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Hyde  Park  Community  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Cincinnati,  a  congre¬ 
gation  of  more  than  3,000  members. 

St.  Paul  founding  faculty  member 
Charles  Baughman  to  retire 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (RNS)— Dr. 
Charles  W.  Baughman  is  to  retire  as  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Old  Testament  at  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  June. 

A  member  of  the  original  faculty  at  the 
United  Methodist  school,  Dr.  Baughman 
has  been  teaching  at  St.  Paul  for  29  years. 

He  was  elected  to  a  graduate  inter- 
faith  fellowship  at  Hebrew  Union  Col- 
lege-Jewish  Institute  of  Religion  in 
Cincinnati  in  1948.  He  received  his  doc- 
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torate  there  in  1959  for  a  dissertation  on 
the  development  of  the  concept  of  Messi¬ 
ah  in  the  Old  Testament. 

Dr.  Baughman  has  just  completed  a 
manuscript  on  how  to  use  the  Psalms  to 
“help  deepen  and  enliven  prayer,  in¬ 
crease  gelf-understanding,  enlarge  our 
concept  of  God,  enrich  worship  and  en¬ 
able  the  general  ministry  of  the  church.” 


Weekly 
study 
series  for 
youth  and 
youn9  adults  for 
mornins  or  evenins. 

Builds  solid  faith 
by  Bible  knowledge, 
troductory  Kit/Cassette 
:acher's  Manual:  $15.00 
dox  77,  El  Paso,  AR  72045 
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‘We  give  thanks  to  God” 


We  give  thanks  to  God  for  using  Cargill  Asso¬ 
ciates  to  give  us  the  organization  and  impetus  to 
push  forward  with  faith  to  achieve  the 
maximum  goal.” 

Dr.  Toombs  H.  Kay,  Jr. 

Church  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 
Raised:  $2,300,000;  2.5  times  income 
For  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure,  “How  Methodist 
Churches  Are  Raising  More  Money,"  contact : 


(The  compact  ele¬ 
vator)  where  space 
and  economy  are 
prime  considerations. 
Designed,  sized  and 
priced  specifically  for 
churches.  A  commer¬ 
cial  lift  for  safe,  de-. 
pendable  operation 
with  the  handicapped, 
disabled  and  elderly  in 
mind. 


Write  or  call  for  free  brochure 
LIFT-AVATOR,  INC. 

435  Park  Ave.  Lockport,  NY  14094 
Phone  (716)  434-1300 


CARGILL  ASSOCIATES 

Fund  Raising  Services 

4701  Altamesa  Boulevard  Call  toll  free  1-800-433-2233 

Box  330339  In  Texas, 

The  Seal  Ol  Excellence  Fort  Worth.  Texas  76163-0339  Call  collect;  (817)  292-9374 


LIBRARY  BOX  418a 

SHREVEPORT  EA  711U4 
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Many  people  think  of  religious  discipline  as  something  imposed  upon  life, 
and  so  they  go  to  endless  trouble  to  invent  it.  Think  of  the  time  and  energy 
that  have  been  wasted  on  invented  discipline. 

Making  pilgrimage,  climbing  steps,  bathing  in  sacred  rivers,  meditating 
in  caves,  castrating  the  senses  ...  if  but  a  tenth  of  that  energy  had  gone  into 
meeting  the  demands  that  life  itself  imposes  on  us,  what  a  difference!  For 
life  —  ordinary  human  life  —  contains  its  own  call  for  discipline. 

Martin  Luther  discovered  that  when  he  left  the  monastery,  got  married 
and  became  a  father.  In  the  monk’s  cell  he  imposed  discipline  upon  himself. 
In  the  home  it  was  life  that  disciplined  him.  As  he  said  to  Katie  one  exasper¬ 
ating  day,  “When  I  was  a  monk  I  wore  a  hair  shirt,  I  fasted  and  scourged 
myself.  Now  that  I’m  a  married  man,  I’ve  got  you  —  and  the  children!  ” 

In  other  words,  he  discovered  that  it  takes  more  self-control,  more  sensi¬ 
tivity,  more  planning,  to  be  the  priest  of  a  household  than  to  save  his  soul  in 
solitude. 

I  have  come  to  believe  that  the  most  important  word  in  the  Christian  vo¬ 
cabulary  is  the  little  word  “Amen.”  Amen,  the  word  of  assent,  the  word  that 
opens  life  up  to  God,  the  word  that  says  “Yes”  to  life. 

But  what  discipline  it  takes  to  say  “Yes!”  Some  of  us  find  it  hard  to  say 
Yes  to  anything  that  stretches  us,  to  situations  that  speak  to  us  in  the  depths. 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  just  two  kinds  of  people.  No,  not  good  and 
bad,  saints  and  sinners.  I  have  always  known  that  there’s  little  difference 
between  these  two. 

There  are  those  genuinely  trying  to  say  Yes  to  life,  and  those  who  are  do¬ 
ing  their  utmost  to  say  No.  There  are  people  who  welcome  experience  and 
people  who  run  away  from  it. 

Ask  yourself:  As  I  look  back  over  the  last  week,  how  much  of  it  did  I 
spend  in  accepting,  how  much  in  rejecting?  How  often  did  I  say  Yes,  how  of¬ 
ten  No,  to  responsibility,  to  truth,  to  friends  and  loved  ones? 

Many  of  us  have  a  curious  reluctance  to  get  the  best  out  of  life,  to  get  the 
fullest  possible  satisfaction  from  work,  from  leisure,  from  personal  rela¬ 
tionships.  How  shy  we  are  of  deep  emotions,  of  great  and  disturbing 
thoughts.  Far  safer  to  keep  to  the  surface  of  things,  and  people,  to  avoid  be¬ 
coming  involved.  To  stay  as  we  are  rather  than  take  the  risk  of  becoming 
bigger,  better,  finer  people. 

Now  all  of  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  making  the  O.K.  Christian  noises, 
and  everything  to  do  with  being  a  responsible  person  in  a  world  of  others, 
disciplined  not  from  outside  but  from  inside  by  the  subject  matter  of  life. 


October  Conference  Calendar 

2-  3  Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education,  Dillard  University,  New 
Orleans 

2-  4  The  Jurisdiction  Celebrates  Marriage,  Mount  Sequoyah,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  AR 

3  Fall  Youth  Convocation,  First  Church,  Natchitoches,  10  a.m.-4  p.m. 

3  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Meeting,  First  Church,  Alexandria, 

10:00  a.m. 

4  World  Communion  Sunday 

4-  5  “Celebrate  Marriage”  Leadership  Training,  Mount  Sequoyah,  Fay¬ 

etteville,  AR 

5  Youth  Serving  Ministries  Bishop’s  Banquet,  Shreveport  District 

5-  8  Mountain  Top  (Retiree  Event),  Mount  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 

6  Confirmation  Seminar,  Shreveport  District 

8  Confirmation  Seminar,  Alexandria  and  Lake  Charles  District,  Lake 
Charles  Camp 

9-12  Leaves  of  Gold  (Retiree  Event),  Mount  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 

12- 15  The  Best  Is  Yet  To  Be  (Retiree  Event),  Mount  Sequoyah,  Fayette¬ 

ville,  AR 

13  Confirmation  Seminar,  Monroe  and  Ruston  Districts  Trinity  Church, 
Ruston 

13- 14  Poverty  Program  Meeting,  Alexandria,  6:00  p.m. 

14- 15  Louisiana  Christian  Educators  Fellowship,  Horseshoe  Drive,  Alex¬ 

andria 

15  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  Seminar:  “Medicine  &  Reli¬ 
gion  Week”  —  Dr.  Eugene  Boisaubin,  M.D.,  Methodist  Hospital, 
Houston 

15  Centenary  Church  Council,  9  a.m.,  Meadows  Museum 
15  Centenary  College  Board  of  Trustees,  Centenary  College 
16-18  Singles  Showcase,  A  Leadership  Training  Conference  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  Mount  Sequoyah 
18  Access  Sunday 

19-22  Autumn  Time  (Retiree  Event),  Mount  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 
22-23  New  Orleans/Slidell  District  Ministers’  Retreat,  Seashore  Methodist 
Assembly 

24  Conference-wide  Older  Adult  Seminar,  Alexandria,  10  a.m.-3  p.m. 

26  Jurisdictional  Conference  Planning  Meeting,  Marriott  Hotel,  New 
Orleans,  11:00  a.m. 

27-28  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10:00  a.m. 

31  Sunday  School  Fair,  9:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m.,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 


Bishop  Goodson  to  Speak  in  Series 

Bishop  W.  Kenneth  Goodson  will  be  featured  as  guest  preacher  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge’s  Great  Preaching  Series.  Services  will  be  held  on 
Sunday,  September  27,  at  8:30  a.m.,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
for  noon  luncheons  and  7  p.m.  services.  The  song  leader  for  the  event  is  Dr.  Roger 
Shuemate  of  the  Methodist  Temple,  Port  Arthur,  Texas.  The  pastor  at  First  UMC  is 
Rev.  Joe  McClain. 
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Sharing  the  Loaf  — 


World  Communion  is  October  4 


United  Methodist  Congregations 
worldwide  will  join  with  churches  of  oth¬ 
er  denominations  in  the  annual  obser¬ 
vance  of  World  Communion  Sunday, 
October  4. 

Millions  of  Christians  around  the 
world  will  observe  this  day  by  joining  in 
a  common  sacrament  of  their  faith  and 
celebrating  their  oneness  in  Christ.  As 
they  approach  their  respective  altars, 
many  will  ask  the  question  posed  by  the 
prophet  Micah:  “With  what  shall  I  come 
before  the  Lord  and  bow  myself  before 
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God  on  high?”  (Micah  6:6a). 

United  Methodists  can  respond  to  that 
question  through  their  gifts  to  the  World 
Communion  Sunday  Offering.  “Sharing 
the  Loaf-For  a  Just  World,”  the  theme 
for  this  year’s  observance,  embraces  Mi- 
cah’s  compelling  response:  “And  what 
does  the  Lord  require  of  you  but  to  do 
justice  and  to  love  kindness  and  to  walk 
humbly  with  your  God?”  (Micah  6:8) 

The  offering,  received  as  part  of  the 
observance,  supports  scholarships  and 
professional  training  opportunities  for 
ethnic  minority  persons.  In  1986,  the 
World  Communion  Sunday  offering  ex¬ 
ceeded  $1.3  million.  Of  that  amount,  50 


percent*  supported  Crusade  scholarships, 
35  percent  supported  Ethnic  Minority 
Scholarships  and  15  percent  for  Ethnic 
Minority  In-Service  Training  grants. 
This  program,  which  began  in  1944,  has 
aided  the  development  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  leaders  in  the  church;  in  government 
service  in  the  United  States  and  over¬ 
seas;  and  in  professional  fields  including 
education,  the  sciences,  health  care, 
business,  journalism  and  the  arts. 

Crusade  scholarships  help  pay  for 
graduate  study  by  U.S.  ethnic  minority 
students  and  by  ‘international  students 
here  and  abroad.  This  portion  of  the  of¬ 
fering  is  administered  by  the  Crusade 
Scholarship  Committee,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships  help  U.S. 
ethnic  minority  undergraduate  students 
with  educational  expenses.  This  program 
is  administered  by  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry’s  Office 
of  Loans  and  Scholarships. 

Ethnic  Minority  In-Service  Training 
grants  provide  opportunities  for  ethnic 
minority  persons  entering  the  church’s 
various  fields  of  professional  ministry. 
The  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  administers  this  program 
also. 

Crusade  Scholarships,  Ethnic  Minority 
Scholarships  and  Ethnic  Minority  In-Ser¬ 
vice  Training  grants  help  hundreds  of 
students  and  interns  each  year  to  build 
careers  and  find  opportunities  to  serve 
their  churches  and  communities. 

David  Parris  is  a  student  in  dentistry 
at  United  Methodist-related  Meharry 
Medical  College,  Nashville,  Tenn.  When 


he  completes  his  training  next  year,  he 
will  return  home  to  Nevis,  West  Indies, 
to  start  a  dental  practice  and,  thus,  ful¬ 
fill  a  lifelong  desire.  A  member  of  Chi- 
lestown  Methodist  Church  in  Nevis,  Mr. 
Parris  says  that  because  dentists  are 
scarce  in  the  Caribbean,  many  people  do 
not  receive  proper  dental  care. 

“I  want  to  educate  people  about  taking 
good  care  of  their  teeth,  especially  the 
young  children  in  our  schools,”  he  says. 
For  him,  it  is  “one  way  of  giving  back 
some  of  the  things  given  to  me.” 

“The  scholarship  has  benefited  me  tre¬ 
mendously,  because  paying  tuition  and 
living  expenses  in  dental  school  is  a  real 
financial  strain,”  Parris  said.  I  appreci¬ 
ate  the  church’s  commitment  to  this  pro¬ 
gram  and  I  want  to  do  whatever  I  can  to 
help  keep  it  going.” 

Jonathan  and  Joseph  Watkins,  twin 
sons  of  a  United  Methodist  minister  in 
Dunlap,  Ill.,  graduated  in  June  from 
Clark  College,  Atlanta,  also  a  United 
Methodist  institution.  They  tell  how  Eth¬ 
nic  Minority  Scholarships  helped  them. 
The  scholarships  are  awarded  to  deserv¬ 
ing  undergraduate  students  at  accredited 
colleges. 

Joseph  Watkins  continues  his  studies 
in  experimental  and  industrial  psycholo¬ 
gy  this  fall  as  a  graduate  student  at 
Southern  Illinois  University.  He  admits 
that  college  can  be  tough,  but  adds,  “I 
feel  that  everything  I  do  is  done  through 
God’s  will.” 

Meanwhile,  Jonathan  Watkins,  a  grad¬ 
uate  in  computer  science,  works  for  the 
Burlington  Northern  Railroad  in  Minne¬ 
apolis.  He  says  his  college  years  taught 


him  that  learning  is  a  never-ending  expe¬ 
rience. 

Joseph  and  Jonathan  are  not  the  first 
members  of  their  family  to  receive  Eth¬ 
nic  Minority  Scholarships.  Their  older 
brother,  Bradley  Watkins,  Jr.  also  bene¬ 
fited  from  the  program  as  a  student  at 
Wiley  College  in  Marshall,  Texas,  anoth¬ 
er  church-related  school.  He  is  studying 
for  the  ministry  at  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary  in  Atlanta. 

The  World  Communion  Sunday  offer¬ 
ing  also  has  helped  Shirley  D.  Edwards,  a 
Sunday  School  teacher  at  Crawford  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
York.  On  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  Method¬ 
ism’s  TV  program,  she  describes  how  the 
Ethnic  Minority  In-Service  Training  Pro¬ 
gram  helped  her  earn  professional  certi¬ 
fication  as  an  associate  in  Christian 
education.  She  calls  that  experience  “a 
milestone  in  my  Christian  journey  . . . 
and  a  dream  come  true.” 

Together,  Methodists  will  partake  of 
the  Eucharist  and  rather  than  merely 
partake  of  the  loaf,  let  us  indeed  share  it 
for  a  just  world  and  thus  share  God’s 
gifts  with  all  who  would  join  at  Christ’s 
table. 

World  Communion  Sunday  is  one  of 
five  churchwide  special  day  observances 
with  offerings,  approved  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  General  Conference. 

When  United  Methodists  share  through 
the  World  Communion  Sunday  offering, 
they  give  deserving  students  and  interns 
precious  opportunities  to  learn  and 
serve.  By  investing  in  their  lives,  the 
church  also  invests  in  the  future  of  its 
ministry. 


HOMECOMING  HAPPINESS—  First  Kenner  UMC  celebrated  Homecoming  Sun¬ 
day  in  early  summer.  They  have  been  in  their  current  sanctuary  for  30  years  and  the  re¬ 
union  brought  together  former  members  from  Texas,  Mississippi,  Tennessee  and  Flor¬ 
ida.  Thirteen  ministers  have  served  the  church  and  four  former  ministers  were  able  to 
attend.  They  are  pictured  above  from  left  to  right;  Rev.  George  Duerson,  now  serv¬ 
ing  as  Alexandria  District  Superintendent,  Rev.  Marvin  H.  Corley,  retired,  Rev. 
Doug  de  Graffenried,  current  minister,  Rev.  Robert  Miller,  retired,  and  Rev.  Brady 
Foreman,  current  pastor  at  Live  Oak  UMC. 


CAMPING  FUN  —  The  Lake  Charles  and  Alexandria  Districts  held  a  joint  Junior 
High  Summer  Camp,  July  27  through  31,  at  the  Lake  Charles  District  Camp  located 
in  LeBlanc,  La.  There  were  55  young  people  and  11  counselors  present.  Dr.  Spiller 
Milton,  minister  of  First  UMC  of  Crowley,  was  the  director. 


Confirmation  Workshops  Begin 
Sessions  at  Mangum,  October  6 


The  Confirmation  Workshops  across 
the  Louisiana  Conference  will  be  start¬ 
ing  soon,  with  the  first  one  to  be  held  on 
October  6,  at  Mangum  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport. 

These  workshops  have  been  set  up  as 
practical  workshops  for  pastors,  Chris¬ 
tian  educators  and  laypersons  involved 
in  Confirmation  training.  The  workshops 
will  look  at  Confirmation  Resources,  dis¬ 
cuss  characteristics  of  youth,  examine 
teaching  methods  for  confirmation  train¬ 
ing  and  share  various  models  of  confir¬ 
mation  training  for  both  large  and  small 
churches. 


The  schedule  for  the  rest  of  the  work¬ 
shops  is;  October  8  —  Lake  Charles  Dis- 
trict  Camp  (Lake  Charles  and 
Alexandria  Districts),  Oct.  13  —  Trinity 
UMC.  Ruston  (Ruston  and  Monroe  dis¬ 
tricts),  Nov.  4  —  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  and  Nov.  6  —  First  Street 
UMC  in  New  Orleans. 

All  workshops  will  run  from  10  a.m. 
until  3  p.m.  and  the  cost  is  $10,  which 
will  cover  lunch  and  resource  materials. 

Pre-registration  is  necessary  and  may 
be  sent  to  Larry  Lewis,  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA.  70802. 


Dr.  Robert  Holmes  to  Lecture 
at  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  will  be  hosting  a  Spiritual 
Enrichment  Experience  on  September 
27-30.  The  event  will  feature  Dr.  Robert 
Holmes,  Methodist  minister  on  the  1986 
Protestant  Hour  and  senior  minister  of 
St.  Paul’s  UMC  in  Helena,  Montana. 

Dr.  Holmes  is  also  the  author  of  the 
book  “Why  Jesus  Never  Had  Ulcers  and 
Other  Thought-Provoking  Questions.” 
This  is  a  provocative  and  lively  collec¬ 
tion  of  sermons  which  offers  break¬ 
through  answers  to  some  of  the  most 
daring  and  important  questions  of  our 
time.  Some  of  the  topics  discussed  in¬ 
clude  why  Jesus  never  had  ulcers,  is  the 
Golden  Rule  really  Christian,  why  do  the 
good  suffer,  things  I  wish  Jesus  hadn’t 
said  and  what  Jesus  couldn’t  tell  us. 

The  schedule  for  Dr.  Holmes’  talks 
will  be  Sunday,  September  27  at  8:30  and 
11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  on  Monday,  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  September  28,  29  and  30. 
There  will  be  a  light  luncheon  at  noon 
and  evening  worship  at  7  p.m.  These  lec¬ 
tures  are  being  held  for  the  congregation 
and  community  free  of  charge. 

Also,  Broadmoor  is  starting  something 
new  called  Friday’s  Mental  Health  Min¬ 
utes.  Charter  Counseling  Center /Shreve¬ 
port  will  host  a  series  of  lunch-hour 
lectures  designed  to  provide  food  for 
your  mind  and  your  body.  There  will  be 
group  discussions  with  area  profession¬ 
als  on  a  variety  of  topics. 

The  discussions  will  start  Friday,  Sep¬ 


tember  18  with  the  topic  “Survival 
Training  for  Parents  of  Adolescents”  and 
will  run  every  Friday  through  November 
6,  covering  such  topics  as  teen  suicide, 
depression,  stress  and  chemical  depen¬ 
dency  within  the  family  structure. 

A  $5  charge  for  lunch  will  be  collected 
at  the  door  and  the  Mental  Health  Min¬ 
utes  discussions  will  be  held  in  the  Activ¬ 
ities  Hall  of  Broadmoor  UMC. 


Dr.  Robert  M.  Holmes 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Springhill  United  Methodist  Church 
will  celebrate  their  Ninth  Annual  Home¬ 
coming  on  September  27  in  the  Church 
Sanctuary.  Dr.  W.  D.  Boddie,  former  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Springhill  Church  from  1948-53 
and  was  the  first  homecoming  speaker 
eight  years  ago.  The  day  will  start  with 
coffee  and  fellowship  at  10:30  a.m.  in 
Baxter  Hall,  the  service  at  10:55  a.m.  and 
a  covered  dish  luncheon  afterward  in  the 
Youth  Building.  All  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bors  in  the  area  are  cordially  invited  to 
join  the  celebration.  Rev.  Charles  B. 
Humphreys  is  the  pastor  at  Springhill. 

Peck  United  Methodist  Women  will 
hold  their  Annual  Tea  on  Sunday,  Sep¬ 
tember  27  at  4  p.m.  The  theme  will  be 
Twelve  Keys  to  God’s  Resources.  The 
public  is  cordially  invited.  The  UMW 
president  at  Peck  is  Mrs.  Willie  Mae 
Ware  and  the  pastor  is  Rev.  John  Hamil¬ 
ton. 

Carrollton  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans,  reported  a  very  successful 
Vacation  Bible  School  in  August,  with  a 
total  of  62  children,  including  those  from 
the  Methodist  Home,  in  attendance.  The 
school  was  coordinated  by  Mrs.  Desha 
Rhodes  and  Mrs.  Joy  Starr  handled  regis¬ 
tration.  The  teachers  included  Mrs.  Bea 
Quaintance,  Mrs.  Mary  Panter,  Mrs. 
Barbara  Marr  and  Mrs.  Janne  Crews. 


Rev.  Leland  Wade  conducted  the  singing 
classes  and  Rev.  Charles  Crews  led  the 
recreation  activities.  Many  others  assist¬ 
ed  with  other  phases  of  the  school.  Rev. 
Wade  is  minister  at  Carrollton. 

St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Harahan  will  be  holding  a  Spaghetti  Din¬ 
ner  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Women,  after  church  service  on  Sunday, 
September  27.  Tickets  will  be  on  sale 
from  any  member  of  the  UMW.  Proceeds 
from  the  event  will  go  to  the  church’s 
Adopt  an  Asking  Program.  Rev.  Wesley 
Reagan  is  the  minister  at  St.  Paul’s. 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital  in  New  Orleans  has  scheduled  their 
annual  Steppin’  Out  Road  Race  for  Sat¬ 
urday,  October  3.  For  the  first  time,  the 
race  will  be  held  at  night  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  cooler  temperatures.  The  5K 
race  will  be  run  on  a  course  through  the 
Louisiana  Nature  and  Science  Center. 
Participants  may  enter  running,  walking 
and  wheelchair  categories.  A  post-race 
party  will  rock  and  roll  at  Joe  Brown 
Park,  featuring  live  music  by  Heart  and 
Soul,  cold  drinks  and  hot  jambalaya.  The 
Road  Race  will  begin  at  6:30  p.m.  with  a 
half-mile  Fun  Run  for  kids  12  and  under. 
For  more  information  or  to  register  by 
mail,  contact  the  New  Orleans  Track 
Club  at  362-0090. 


PAGE  2 

Editorial 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


My  Witness 


SEPTEMBER  25,  1987 


True  freedom  means  choosing  well  Clergywomen  9s  meeting:  A  watershed  for  UMC? 

“You  cannot  insist  on  the  richt  to  balances  thev  devised  was  designed  to  n_.  _ _  .  .  ** 


“You  cannot  insist  on  the  right  to 
choose  without  insisting  on  the  duty  to 
choose  well.” 

That  was  one  of  many  provocative 
comments  by  Pope  John  Paul  II  during 
his  recent  U  S.  visit.  He  was  reflecting  on 
the  meaning  of  freedom. 

The  pope  observed  that  lax  moral  atti¬ 
tudes  and  behavior  in  America  have  result¬ 
ed  in  an  impoverished  understanding  of 
freedom  as  merely  the  “right  to  choose.” 

We  emphatically  agree.  It’s  a  sad  sign 
of  our  times  that  so  many  people  over¬ 
look  so  obvious  a  truth. 

We  are  inclined  far  too  often  to  em¬ 
phasize  rights  and  deemphasize  responsi¬ 
bilities.  That  tendency  is  reflected  in 
numerous  maxims  widely  viewed  as  self- 
evident  by  modern-day  Americans.  For 
example: 

“Everything  is  relative." 

"One  opinion  is  as  good  as  another." 

“Live  and  let  live." 

“All  paths  to  truth  are  equally  valid.” 

“Do  your  own  thing.” 

While  each  contains  a  measure  of 
truth,  such  maxims  are  dangerously  mis¬ 
taken.  Common  to  all  of  them  is  a  false 
assumption:  that  freedom  simply  means 
freedom  from  limits,  including  the  claim 
of  any  absolute  moral  norms. 

By  contrast,  both  our  society’s  traditions 
and  New  Testament  teachings  indicate  that 
true  freedom  also  means  freedom  for 
something.  That  includes  an  obligation  to 
“choose  well”  values  that  reflect  a  life  of 
moral  and  spiritual  integrity. 

American  history  shows,  for  example, 
that  framers  of  the  Constitution  never 
envisioned— indeed  abhorred  the  idea 
of— a  society  in  which  “anything  goes.” 
The  system  of  government  checks  and 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


balances  they  devised  was  designed  to 
promote  specific  values:  limits  on  the  ar¬ 
bitrary  use  of  power  and  protection  of 
the  legitimate  interests  of  citizens. 

Efforts  in  recent  years  to  secure  the 
civil  liberties  of  women  and  minorities 
effectively  refute  the  notion  that  “all  be¬ 
liefs  are  equal.”  Belief  that  some  people 
are  second-class  citizens  because  of  their 
gender  or  skin  color  does  not  have  the 
same  moral  worth  as  belief  in  “liberty 
and  justice  for  all." 

Similarly,  we  as  Christians  believe 
that  being  free  does  not  equate  with  be¬ 
ing  “loose"— that  is,  unfettered  by  any 
limits  on  our  motives  and  behavior. 

Our  experience  as  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ,  in  fact,  reflects  the  paradoxical 
nature  of  true  freedom:  We  are  most 
free  to  pursue  life  that  is  joyful  and 
meaningful  when  we  “choose  well"  and 
tie  our  lives  in  thought,  word  and  deed 
to  God  and  God's  laws. 

The  root  meaning  of  the  word  reli¬ 
gion — from  the  Latin  religare ,  meaning 
“to  bind  together”— points  to  that  funda¬ 
mental  reality. 

Words  of  a  familiar  hymn  affirm  the 
same  paradoxical  truth:  “Make  me  a 
captive,  Lord,  and  then  I  shall  be  free.” 

As  Christians,  we  should  actively  counter 
societal  trends  that  falsely  construe  free¬ 
dom  as  the  absence  of  moral  norms.  That 
may  mean  at  times  taking  the  uncomfort¬ 
able  position  of  challenging  those  who  mis¬ 
use  their  freedom  or  who  don’t  “choose 
well"  in  accordance  with  God’s  laws. 

In  the  long  run,  our  witness  to  the 
“more  excellent  way”  of  following 
Christ  is  the  best  means  we  know  to 
show  others  the  vast  difference  between 
partial  freedom  and  true  freedom. 


By  SHARON  BROWN  CHRISTOPHER 

"How  was  it  for  you,  Sharon?" 

That  question  has  come  often  since  my 
return  from  the  United  Methodist 
Clergywomen’s  Consultation  (see  UMR, 
Aug.  28).  In  response  I  hear  myself  say¬ 
ing,  “For  me  it  was  a  homecoming.  For 
me  it  was  a  revival.  For  me  it  was  a 
wellspring  of  hope— the  theme  of  the 
consultation.” 

HOMECOMING 

The  gathering  of  close  to  1,000 
clergywomen  and  male  representatives 
from  various  annual  conferences  and  de¬ 
nominational  agencies  offered  the  space 
for  reuniting  with  old  friends  and  sharing 
the  stories  of  "the  clergywoman  jour¬ 
ney”  since  last  we  gathered. 

There  were  tears  of  sadness  and 
chuckles  of  joy.  We  remembered  those 


who  had  gone  before  us,  including  those 
who  had  died  since  the  last  consultation. 

We  made  new  friends.  We  spent  time 
each  day  centering  ourselves  in  God 
through  meditation  and  prayer.  Said  one 
clergywomaii,  "Not  once  have  I  had  to 
explain  or  defend  who  I  am.  This  experi¬ 
ence  feels  like  home.”  And  homecoming 
it  was. 

The  gathered  sang: 

There  are  women  who  share  their 
stories/There  are  women  who  shed  their 
tears/There  are  women  who  shelter  our 
feelings.  and/There  are  women  who  soft¬ 
en  our  fears /Oh,  Vm  steppin'  out  on  the 
promises/I'm  living  tomorrow  today." 

By  SUSAN  R.  BEEHLER 
REVIVAL 

If  there  were  only  one  story  to  be  told 
about  the  consultation,  it  would  have  to 
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be  the  story  of  worship. 

The  setting  was  simple.  We  sat  in  the 
round  with  a  banner  depicting  flowing 
water,  with  steamer  on  the  room’s  pil¬ 
lars,  four  platforms 
for  speaking  located 
in  various  places 
throughout  the  room, 
and.  at  the  center,  a 
bubbling  fountain 
surrounded  by  green 
plants. 

The  style  of  wor-  _ 

ship  involved  all  of  Sharon  Christopher 
our  senses.  We  sang  songs  with  fresh, 
new  images  rooted  in  ancient  truth.  We 
smelled  the  burning  cedar  as  we  prayed 
in  a  Native  American  manner.  We 
moved  our  bodies  to  the  music  and  ut¬ 
tered  spontaneous  verbal  response. 

There  was  a  dance  and  drama  and 
Scripture  and  the  spoken  word.  We  tast¬ 
ed  bread  and  the  fruit  of  the  vine.  We 
watched  and  heard  the  ever-flowing 
stream  from  the  fountain  at  the  center. 

It  was  through  the  movement  of  God 
in  worship  that  we  were  given  new  im¬ 
ages  of  power.  It  was  through  the  move¬ 
ment  of  God  in  worship  that  we  were 
claimed  again  for  preaching. 

It  was  through  the  movement  of  God 
in  worship  that  we  were  confronted  and 
challenged  to  prophesy  in  response  to  all 
oppression,  specifically:  the  injustice  re¬ 
vealed  to  us  in  stories  regarding  the  fam¬ 
ily  farm  crisis,  violation  of  women  and 
sexual  orientation. 

Through  the  liturgy,  the  work  of  the 
people,  the  content  of  our  life  was  woven 
into  God’s  eternal  life  in  a  way  that 
pushed  us  out  and  lifted  us  up  and 


It’s  about  time  to  question  some  leaders’  decisions! 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter  and  Associate  Editor 
Glen  Larum  are  to  be  congratulated  for 
the  article  headlined,  “  ‘Secret  team’ 
probed"  (see  UMR,  Sept.  11). 

Isn’t  it  about  time  we  United  Method¬ 
ists  begin  to  question  some  of  the  deci¬ 
sions  made  by  the  leaders  of  our  various 
church  agencies? 

Why  are  we  contributing  $33,500  to 
support  the  Christie  Institute  public-in¬ 
terest  law  firm  about  which  we  know 
nothing?  Especially  when  the  “New 
York  Times”  and  congressional  investi¬ 
gators  have  not  found  proof  of  some  of 
their  allegations. 

Have  we  as  United  Methodists  so  lost 
faith  in  our  government  that  we  turn  to 
some  unknown  law  firm  to  help  us?  I 
think  not. 

Our  faith  and  our  prayers  must  be  in 
our  government.  The  wheels  of  justice 
grind  slowly,  but  they  do  eventually 
grind! 

We  are  celebrating  the  200th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  our  Constitution.  Let  us  believe  in 
our  duly  elected  officials  to  protect  us 
and  contribute  our  monies  to  a  more 
worthy  cause. 

Mildred  L.  Brown 
Fullerton,  California 

Judgement  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  intrigued  by  the  Sept.  11  "  ‘Se¬ 
cret  team’  probed"  article.  What  caught 
my  attention  was  that  $20,000  of  UMC 
apportioned  funds  were  given  to  aid  the 
Christie  Institute's  investigation  of  gov¬ 
ernmental  and  para-governmental  cor¬ 
ruption. 

The  Christie  Institute  admits  to  rela¬ 
tive  ineffectiveness  in  reducing  corrup¬ 
tion  even  if  it  is  successful  in  court.  I 
question  whether  it  was  good  judgment 
and  stewardship  to  invest  such  large 
sums  of  money  in  such  investigations. 

If  the  Women’s  Division  and  the  World 


and  National  Divisions  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  need  a  place 
to  invest  money,  I  know  of  some  strug¬ 
gling  farmers,  unemployed  oil-field 
workers  and  medical-bill  burdened  el¬ 
derly  who  might  welcome  a  call. 

I  fail  to  see  how  $35,500  given  to  aid  in 
investigations  that  might  “bring  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  secret  team  to  light"  is  be¬ 
ing  used  to  further  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

W.  Craig  Curry 
Hale  Center,  Texas 

Issue  immensely  enjoyed! 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  sharing  with  us  the  min¬ 
istry  in  Haiti  of  Dr.  Kenneth  Foree  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  4). 

That  article,  and  the  other  one  in  the 
same  issue  on  Haiti  by  John  C.  Ginger- 
ich,  were  very  inspiring  to  me,  and  I  plan 
to  share  them  with  our  congregation. 

Thank  you,  too,  for  informing  us  about 
Mozambique  and  what  United  Method¬ 
ists  are  doing  there. 

And  I  loved  your  editorial  headlined,  “I 
want  to  talk  to  you  about  God.”  I  shall  use 
it  in  an  upcoming  sermon  on  witnessing. 

I  enjoyed  the  Sept.  4  issue  immensely. 
Thank  you  for  your  good  work! 

Holly  Hillman 
Smith,  Nevada 

A  cause  that  refreshes 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  joy  and  appreciation  Don 
L.  Forsman’s  Sept.  4  article  affirming 
our  church’s  position  on  abstinence  from 


alcohol  and  other  drugs. 

I  hope  and  pray  an  “Abstinence  Com¬ 
mitment  Day”  will  be  brought  back  to 
our  denomination’s  calendar.  This  ap¬ 
peal  coming  from  a  member  of  our  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society  is 
refreshing  indeed! 

Stewart  F.  Bingman 
Mechanicsburg,  Pennsylvania 

Commitment  encouraged 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  pleased  to  read  Don  Forsman’s 
article  on  alcohol  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  its  members  (see  UMR,  Sept. 
4).  "Word  of  mouth  is  the  best  advertis¬ 
ing  money  can  buy”  is  a  statement  I  had 
to  memorize  when  I  was  taking  a  course 
on  selling  insurance. 

I  think  a  commitment  is  a  wonderful 
way  to  encourage  people,  old  and  young, 
to  follow  a  program. 

A  man  in  his  70s  dances  with  me  at  the 
senior-citizens  club,  and  he  wears  a  little 
pin  on  his  lapel  that  people  are  always 
asking  him  about.  He  tells  them  proudly 
it  is  a  commitment  he  made  when  a  teen¬ 
ager  in  Ireland  never  to  drink  alcohol. 

His  brogue  is  still  very  Irish,  but  his 
commitment  fits  in  America. 

Virginia  Naylor  Smith 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

‘Good’  articles  suggested 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoy  your  publication,  which  to  me 
tells  it  as  it  is.  I  read  it  cover  to  cover 
weekly. 

The  good  our  missionaries  do  is  com¬ 
mendable.  However  it  seems  to  me  we 


should  see  some  information  about  the 
good  the  church  is  doing  in  our  own  back 
yard  since  we  have  conditions  just  as  se¬ 
vere  as  any  in  the  world. 

And  I  would  like  to  see  an  article  tell¬ 
ing  of  the  good  the  church  is  doing  with¬ 
out  begging  for  money. 

Emmmet  L.  Schrick 
Warrenton,  Missouri 

Pope’s  authority  explained 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoyed  the  Sept.  11  editorial  head¬ 
lined,  “Pope’s  visit:  Affirming  the  fer¬ 
ment.” 

Of  particular  interest  were  your  com¬ 
ments  regarding  authority  in  the  church. 

As  a  Roman  Catholic,  I  take  issue  with 
your  statement,  “Roman  Catholics  tradi¬ 
tionally  lodge  final  authority  regarding 
matters  of  faith  and  morality  in  the 
pope,  while  Protestants  look  to  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  as  God’s  word.” 

Traditionally  speaking,  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  believe  that  the  pope,  as  head  bishop 
and  bishop  of  Rome,  in  communion  with 
all  bishops  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  has  been  charged  by  God  with 
reflecting  upon  the  word  of  God  and  then 
interpreting  God’s  message  to  His  people 
in  matters  of  faith  and  moral  issues. 

There  is,  therefore,  a  huge  responsibil¬ 
ity  on  the  bishops’  part  to  seek  the  will  of 
God  through  Scripture. 

As  a  Roman  Catholic,  I  have  the  re¬ 
sponsibility,  when  confronted  with  mat¬ 
ters  of  faith  and  moral  decisions,  to  pray 
to  God  for  guidance,  to  study  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  the  church  and  to  seek  guidance 
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By  GILBERT  SCHROERLUCKE 

What  follows  is  a  brief  prescription  for 
what  ails  us  as  United  Methodists.  It  is 
not  suggested  as  a  comprehensive  plan 
of  action.  It  is  hoped,  rather,  that  these 
ideas  will  stimulate  the  discussion  that  is 
currently  going  on  in  our  church. 

1.  Put  a  moratorium  on  the  printing 
and/or  publishing  of  church  member¬ 
ship  statistics  for  at  least  the  next  10 
years.  Allow  no  church  official  to  know 
or  use  this  information. 

The  current  pattern  of  using  church 
membership  decline  as  the  focus  or 
starting  point  for  rediscovering  our  mis¬ 
sion  is  a  false  one.  Numbers  are  materi¬ 
alistic  values.  They  are  not  people. 

Numbers  do  not  breathe,  sweat,  bleed 
or  have  emotions.  They  are  not  born,  do 
not  live,  bear  offspring,  marry  and  die. 
Numbers  do  not  struggle  for  meaning; 
neither  do  they  love,  hate,  experience 
faith  or  unfaith.  Numbers  are  just 
that— numbers. 

When  we  are  motivated  by  numbers 
instead  of  people,  we  operate  with  mate¬ 
rialistic  values.  Like  the  “church  growth 
movement,”  we  become  heretical  and 
idolatrous. 

The  biblical  perspective  is  quite  dif¬ 
ferent.  Jesus  said,  “Go  and  make  disci¬ 
ples.”  This  is  not  synonymous  with 
"making  charch  members.”  The  motiva¬ 
tion  was  not  to  increase  their  numbers, 
but,  to  witness  to  their  faith. 

Acts  records,  “Those  who  were  being 
saved  (emphasis  mine)  were  added.”  The 
additions  came  as  a  result  of  their  wit¬ 
ness  and  was  not  the  motivation  for  it. 
The  biblical  mission  is  directed  toward 
people— not  numbers.  A  mission  of  num¬ 
bers  is  like  sin.  It  misses  the  mark. 

So  the  challenge  is  to  reorient  our 
thinking  radically.  Laying  more  guilt  on 
local  pastors  for  bad  statistics  will  make 
matters  worse.  Social  embarrassment 
will  not  stimulate  Christian  mission.  Let 
us  turn  more  attention  to  human  or  spiri¬ 
tual  values  so  that  even  one  person  be¬ 
comes  important.  That  is  a  much  needed 
reordering  of  our  institutional  church  life. 

2.  Lift  up  the  biblical  perspective  on 


power,  position  and  status.  It  is  clear 
that  Jesus  sought  to  turn  the  materialis¬ 
tic  values  of  the  world  upside  down  for 
those  who  would  follow  Him.  “The  first 
will  be  last  and  the  last  first."  We  have 
not  taken  this  admonition  very  seriously 
in  our  institutional  church  life. 

How  might  we  begin?  For  starters,  en¬ 
courage  our  bishops  to  turn  down  their 
residences  in  the  wealthier  sections  of 
cities  where  they  are  identified  with  the 
country-club  set  and 
move  into  inner  city 
ghettos  and  identify 
with  the  people 
there. 

They  might  also 
keep  only  enough 
salary  that  would 
meet  their  necessi¬ 
ties  and  turn  over  G.  Schroerlucke 
the  balance  for  helping  the  poor.  The 
Scripture,  “Let  him  who  is  great  among 
you  become  your  servant,”  might  begin 
to  take  on  new  meaning  in  the  church. 
Humility  and  service,  not  power  and  sta¬ 
tus,  might  become  the  symbols  for  our 
church  leadership. 

With  this  style  of  leadership  in  place, 
bishops  would  then  naturally  select  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  from  quite  a  differ¬ 
ent  perspective.  Ministry  and  service 
would  be  the  qualities  sought,  not  status 
and  salary  bracket.  Real  power,  spiritual 
power,  would  emerge  out  of  this  lifestyle 
and  commitment. 

Inspiration  or  spiritual  power  would 
be  the  context  for  church  order.  The 
cross  would  become  a  living  reality 
among  us,  not  an  objective  theory. 
Whether  or  not  the  world  would  turn  to  a 
church  like  that,  one  could  not  predict. 
But  the  message  to  that  world  would  be 
clear  and  challenging. 

3.  Devise  a  different  method  for  se¬ 
lecting  bishops  and  district  superinten¬ 
dents.  We  need  a  system  where  God 
might  be  proclaimed  as  being  operative. 

Our  system  now  is  simply  a  copy  of 
the  secular  political  process.  One  usually 
comes  to  the  episcopacy  as  the  result  of 
years  of  campaigning.  Election  is  the 


testimony  that  one  has  been  able  to  ma¬ 
nipulate  the  system  to  his  or  her  own 
benefit.  This  kind  of  ambitious  pursuit  is 
not  consistent  with  biblical  faith. 

Let  us  turn  to  a  biblical  process— cast¬ 
ing  lots.  Though  we  might  write  this  off 
as  a  strange  and  outdated  method,  per¬ 
haps,  it  could  represent  faith  in  God  who 
is  operative  in  history.  The  early  disci¬ 
ples  were  willing  to  trust  this  process, 
and  we  might  do  well  to  use  it,  too. 

The  notion  that  there  is  a  special  breed 
of  human  beings  somehow  cut  out  to  be 
bishops  is  false.  There  are  many,  many 
very  capable  people  who  would  and  could 
serve  in  hierarchical  positions  effectively 
but  find  the  political  sawiness  currently 
needed  not  to  their  liking. 

A  person  selected  by  lot  would  not  be 
able  to  claim  the  position  as  a  result  of  his 
or  her  efforts  or  skills.  Such  a  position 
would  come  as  a  gift  from  God  as  a  trust 
to  be  used,  not  a  position  to  be  exploited. 

That  would  bring  a  healthy  spiritual 
stimulus  to  the  church.  That  would  help 
us  move  away  from  the  caste  system 
that  now  dominates  the  church.  That 
would  move  us  along  toward  being  a 
Christian  fellowship  and  a  community  of 
reconciliation. 

Do  we  have  the  sincerity  and  openness 
to  at  least  give  a  hearing  to  these  bibli¬ 
cal  perspectives? 

What  self-centered  ambitions  of  our 
own  are  we  willing  to  lay  aside  so  that 
our  church  might  be  a  redeeming  force 
in  our  neighborhoods  and  in  our  world? 

Can  we  adopt  spiritual  and/or  human 
values  as  our  modus  operandi  and  re¬ 
place  the  materialistic  values  by  which 
we  operate  today? 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Gilbert  Schroer¬ 
lucke  lives  in  Louisville.  Ky„  and  is  a 
retired  member  of  the  Louisville  Annual 
Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here 
I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266 


through  the  Scriptures. 

After  going  through  this  decision  pro¬ 
cess,  if  a  Roman  Catholic  is  in  disagree¬ 
ment  with  a  stance  taken  by  the  church, 
the  teaching  authority  of  the  church  in¬ 
structs  a  Roman  Catholic  to  follow 
his/her  own  conscience. 

It  is  through  Roman  Catholic  tradition 
and  Roman  Catholic  interpretation  of 
Scripture  that  bishops  are  seen  as  God’s 
delegates  to  instruct  and  “as  Christ’s  ser¬ 
vants,  stewards  entrusted  with  the  mys¬ 
teries  of  God”  (I  Corinthians  4:1). 

Did  not  St.  Paul  spend  much  of  his 
time  instructing  the  churches  in  Corinth, 
Galatia,  Ephesus,  Philippi,  Colossae  and 
Thessalonika? 

Nurtured  through  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  my  faith  in  God  as  Father,  Son 
and  Holy  Spirit  finds  further  direction  in 
St.  Paul’s  instructions  to  his  brothers  and 
sisters  in  I  Corinthians  12:4-11. 

Each  of  us  has  a  special  task  to  per¬ 
form  in  bringing  about  the  kingdom  of 
God — even  the  pope. 

Sandra  H.  Smith 
Greeneville,  Tennessee 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla. 

The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read¬ 
ers  about  900  member-families  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  West 
Palm  Beach,  Fla.  (Florida  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  West  Palm 
Beach,  we  say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  new  church  paper  interest¬ 
ing  and  informative  and  that  you  will 
join  with  other  readers  in  providing  feed¬ 
back  through  such  columns  as  “Letters 
to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


brought  us  together  and  pulled  us  into 
the  future  and  revived  us  again. 

The  gathered  sang: 

And  we'll  move.  move,  move  beyond 
our  healing /Facing  today  to  heal  the 
world." 

By  SUSAN  R.  BEEHLER/KATHY  BLACK 
WELLSPRING  OF  HOPE 

With  the  presence  of  clergywomen 
from  many  cultures,  we  were  gathered 
as  the  global  body  of  Christ,  a  sign  of 
hope.  The  air  was  charged  with  electric¬ 
ity  as  the  Rev.  Motlalepula  Chabaku, 
originally  from  South  Africa,  read, 
preached  and  embodied  Psalm  139. 

African  clergywomen  from  Zimba¬ 
bwe,  Mozambique,  Angola,  Liberia  and 
Sierra  Leone  sang  hymns  that  carried 
the  faith  to  tunes  new  to  most  of  us  and 
in  a  variety  of  languages. 

The  African  women  were  joined  by 
clergywomen  from  Puerto  Rico,  En¬ 
gland  and  women  from  the  United  States 
who  were  black,  white,  Hispanic,  Asian- 
American  and  Native  American  in  bring¬ 
ing  water  to  the  fountain  during  our 
opening  worship. 

Through  the  gift  of  diversity,  we  were 
pushed  beyond  our  boundaries  and  in  the 
process  caught  a  glimpse  of  life  as  God 
intends  it  to  be  lived  in  inclusive  global 
community. 

Hope  was  reflected  in  the  undivided 
commitment  of  the  clergywomen.  Pain 
was  obvious  and  real.  And  joy  in  ministry 
continuously  triumphed  over  the  pain. 

The  underlying  current  reflected  pas¬ 
sion  for  Christ’s  ministry  in  and  to  our 
broken  world. 

As  I  sang  and  worshiped  and  prayed,  I 
was  haunted  by  the  recent  flood  of  arti¬ 
cles  in  church  publications  calling  the 
United  Methodist  Church  away  from  a 
lukewarm  way  of  life  and  toward  a  re¬ 
covery  of  its  heart. 

Surrounded  by  the  fire  of  faith,  I  could 
not  help  but  wonder  if  the  consultation 
were  not  only  a  watershed  event  for 
clergywomen  but  also  for  our  denomina¬ 
tion. 

The  momentum  of  the  experience  left 
little  doubt  that  within  this  group  lies  a 
flame  that  can  be  a  source  of  new  life  for 
our  church  and  can  lead  us  with  vitality 
into  the  future  that  God  is  creating. 

The  gathered  sang: 

“ Bring  your  battered  spirit/Bring  your 
broken  dreams/Bring  your  clouded  vi- 
sion/We  will  sing,  restore,  redeem  /Zion's 
songs  are  meant  for  Babylon.”/ 

By  SUSAN  R.  BEEHLER 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
The  Rev.  Sharon  Brown  Christopher  lives 
in  Sun  Prairie.  Wis..  and  is  assistant  to 
Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  (Wisconsin  Area). 


It  is  better  to  give  than  to 
receive.  Do  you  know  a  way  to 
do  both  at  the  same  time? 
Learn  how  to  give  and  receive 
an  income  for  life  by 
completing  and  returning  the 
coupon  below. 
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The  National  Methodist  Foundation 
P.  O.  Box  871 

Nashville,  Tennessee  37202 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation's  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 

“Our  ministry  servicing  your  ministry ”  (214)  630-6495 
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White  racism  ‘sin’  examined 
at  UM  national  convocation 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

LOUISVILLE— Examination  of  how 
white  racism— “sin  of  the  highest  or¬ 
der”— jeopardizes  the  credibility  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  was  the  subject 
of  the  denomination’s  recent  National 
Convocation  on  Racism. 

Close  to  700  United  Methodists  attend¬ 
ed  the  convocation  Sept.  13-16  in  Louis¬ 
ville. 

Through  prayer,  Bible  study  and  dia¬ 
logue  between  leaders  and  participants 
representing  nearly  all  73  of  the  church’s 
annual  conferences,  the  convocation  pro¬ 
vided  a  forum  for: 

•  Assessing  how  well  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  combatted  racism  in 
the  1980s; 

•  Looking  at  new  manifestations  of 
racism; 


6 White  racism’  defined 

The  program  book  for  the  recent  United  Methodist  National  Convocation  on 
Racism  gave  this  definition: 

“White  racism  is  the  value  system  which  assumes  that  one  race  is  innately 
superior  to  all  other  races  and  that  the  ‘superior  race’  has  the  inherent  power 
to  dominate  all  other  races. 

Racism  may  be  classified  as  personal  or  institutional. 

Personal  racism  is  the  individual  expression  (attitude  and/or  behavior) 
which  accepts  the  assumptions  of  a  racist  value  system  and  maintains  the 
benefits  of  the  system. 

Institutional  racism  is  the  established  social  patterns  which  support,  im¬ 
plicitly  or  explicitly,  the  racist  value  system. 

Because  white  racism  is  systemic  in  nature  and  practice  and  exists 
throughout  The  United  Methodist  Church  structure  nationally  and  worldwide, 
the  effects  of  racism  globally  must  be  addressed  within  local  churches,  con¬ 
ferences,  seminaries,  agencies  and  all  other  insitutions.” 

The  definition  was  read  in  full  by  one  speaker  and  referred  to  at  least  in 
part  by  several  others. 


»■  L  rr  v  r  i  ■  ■  — 

b  NATIONAL  UNITED  METHODS' 
|  CONVOCATION  ON  RACISM 

SEPTEMBER  13- 16. 198J 
LOUISVILLE.  KENTUCKY _ 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— The  Wesley  Singers  from  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  sing  at  the 
opening  service  of  the  denomination’s  first  National  Convocation  on  Racism.  Some  700  United  Methodists,  includ¬ 
ing  a  majority  of  the  church’s  bishops,  attended.  photo  by  durell  hall 


•  Discussing  a  hoped-for  “transforma¬ 
tion  process”  to  follow  the  convocation. 

Mid-decade  assessment  offered 

In  presenting  a  mid-decade  assess¬ 
ment  of  racism  within  the  denomination, 
Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Illinois  Area) 
set  the  tone  for  the  event. 

“I  have  come  to  you  with  some  good 
news  and  some  bad  news,”  he  said. 

“The  bad  news  is  that  at  this  midpoint 
the  denomination  has  done  very  little  to 
address  attitudinal  and  behavioral  rac¬ 
ism.  And  .for  the  most  part,  it  has  been 
ignored  at  the  annual  conference  and  lo¬ 
cal  church  levels. 

"In  1988,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
.will  be  going  into  its  20th  year  as  a  ra- 
.  daily  inclusive  church,  and  at  the  very 
.center  of  our  constitution  is  an  anti-rac¬ 
ist  posture,”  he  said,  referring  to  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Social  Principles. 

But  Bishop  White  told  the  audience 
.that  "white  racism  is  still  a  pervasive 
world-wide  phenomenon  that  has  be¬ 
come  more  institutionalized  within  the 
denomination.” 

“And  unless  we  change  a  racist  mind 
and  a  racist  heart,  people  will  create 
more  expressions  of  institutional  rac¬ 
ism,”  he  said. 

“If  we  don’t  address  all  three— the  at¬ 
titudinal,  behavioral,  and  institutional 
racism  in  our  church— we  will  never 
come  close  to  seriously  confronting  the 
pervasive,  systemic,  tenacious  character 
of  racism.” 

Bishops  co-sponsored  event 

The  meeting  was  convened  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  and  co-sponsored  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Bishop  White  said  when  he  became 
founding  general  secretary  of  the  reli¬ 
gion  and  race  agency  in  1968  he  called 
for  a  program-to  combat  and  eradicate 
racism. 

“I  wanted  a  program  touching  every 
level  of  the  church,  addressing  racism  in 
all  forms  of  leadership  levels,  all  the 
way  from  the  local  church  down  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops.”  he  said  over  several 
echoes  of  "Amen.” 

“And  I  still  make  that  call  today! 

"The  good  news  is  that  we  must  re¬ 
member  that  Christ  died  for  the  racist  as 
well  as  for  the  anti-racist.  Our  objective 
is  to  destroy  racism  and  not  the  racist. 
The  racist  is  just  a  brother  or  sister  who 
bas  lost  his  or  her  way.” 

New  racism  manifestations  cited 

Bishop  White  called  on  non-white  par¬ 
ticipants  at  the  convocation  to  help  op¬ 
pressors  of  minorities  become  more 
sensitized  to  white  racism. 

“We  must  go  from  this  place  and  tell 
white  folks  that  they  are  forgiven  and 
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that  they  must  go  and  sin  no  more,”  he 
said  in  closing. 

The  convocation,  which  included  37 
bishops  and  chief  executives  of  9  of  the 
13  general-church  agencies,  addressed 
racism  during  42  seminars. 

In  a  display  of  United  Methodism’s  di¬ 
versity,  participants  heard  such  speakers 
as  White  Eagle,  a  Sioux  Indian  from 
Park  Hill  UMC  in  Denver;  LaDonna  Har¬ 
ris,  a  Comanche  Indian  who  is  executive 
director  of  Americans  for  Indian  Oppor¬ 
tunities;  Dr.  Jose  Miguez  Bonino,  a  Meth¬ 
odist  theologian  from  Argentina;  Bishop 
Roy  Sano  (Denver  Area);  Dr.  Justo  Gon¬ 
zalez,  a  theology  professor  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Rio  Grande  Conference;  and 
Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell  (Portland 
Area). 

During  the  final  plenary  session  focus¬ 
ing  on  the  transformation  process  to  fol¬ 
low  the  convocation,  Bishop  McConnell 
said  the  only  way  the  denomination  can 
really  be  United  Methodists  is  for  whites 
to  participate  in  the  pain  of  minority 
United  Methodists. 

“We  must  say,  ‘I  can’t  bear  to  live 
where  I  am  now  without  imaging  the 
pain  of  our  minority  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters,’  ”  said  the  bishop. 

“There  are  a  lot  of  images  out  there 
from  a  lot  of  hate  groups,  like  the  new 
Aryan  Nation,  the  new  Nazis,  and  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan,  and  a  lot  of  whites  that  are 
saying,  ‘I’m  sick  and  tired  of  all  this;  I’ve 
done  all  I  can  for  racism  at  this  point. 
But  the  majority  have  rights  too!' 

"Which  are  you  going  to  let  shape  your 
mind:  Those  dreams  or  the  dream  which 
God  has  in  mind?” 

Bomb  threat  interrupts 

Participants’  spirits  ran  high  even  af¬ 
ter  an  anonymous  bomb  threat  forced 
Louisville  police  to  evacuate  the  hotel 
and  convention  center.  The  bomb  threat 
delayed  the  keynote  address  of  the  Hon. 
Paul  Boateng,  member  of  the  British 
Parliament,  for  90  minutes. 

Calling  white  racism  “blasphemous" 
in  the  sight  of  God,  Dr.  Boatend  chal¬ 
lenged  United  Methodists  to  discontinue 
the  misuse  of  power  and  thereby  hasten 
the  end  of  racism  in  the  United  States 
and  then  the  world. 

“When  we  look  at  the  world,  we  see 
the  inexcusable  truth— the  denial  of 
power  is  essential  to  racism,"  said  Dr. 
Boateng. 

During  the  closing  communion  ser¬ 
vice,  each  participant  signed  a  "cove¬ 
nant”  vowing  to  speak  out  against 
racism  in  their  churches  and  communi¬ 
ties. 

Some  nonwhite  participants  still  had 
doubts  that  all  white  participants  would 
take  seriously  the  charge  to  end  racism. 

But  Barbara  Thompson,  general  secre¬ 
tary  for  the  sponsoring  commission,  said, 
"We  hope  that  the  United  Methodists  who 
came  to  this  meeting  will  be  inspired 
enough  to  say.  What  can  we  now  do  as 
individuals,  local  churches,  conferences, 
boards  and  agencies;  where  can  I  place 
myself  to  really  make  a  difference?’  ” 

“We  have  to  go  back  to  our  communi¬ 
ties  and  say,  ‘What  can  I  do  to  really 
make  it  work?’  ” 

A  follow-up  program  to  the  convoca¬ 
tion  will  be  racism  seminars  on  the  juris¬ 
dictional  (regional)  level  during  1988  and 
1989. 


Mission  leaders  hold  historic  ‘global’  meeting 


World  day  of  prayer,  fasting  agreed  on 


at  Southern  Baptist- initiated  gathering 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Three  United  Methodists 
were  among  29  leaders  from  20  mission 
organizations  who  spent  two  days  in  an 
historic  meeting  last  week  “looking  at 
global  evangelization  through  the  lens  of 
prayer.” 

Dr.  Peggy  Billings,  head  of  the  UMC’s 
foreign  mission  agency;  the  Rev.  Keith 
Rae,  a  church  development  official  with 
the  missions  board,  and  the  Rev.  H  Ed¬ 
die  Fox,  a  representative  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  were  among  mission 
leaders  calling  for: 

•  A  day  of  prayer  and  fasting  “to  ac¬ 
celerate  the  proclamation  of  the  gospel 
to  all  people  with  an  invitation  to  accept 
Jesus  Christ  as  personal  savior." 

•  A  follow-up  consultation  to  establish 
an  information  network  to  track  evange¬ 
lization  efforts  around  the  world. 

•  Discussion  of  ways  to  help  estab¬ 
lished  church  mission  agencies  get  in¬ 
volved  with  remote-area  Christians 
converted  through  religious  broadcasting 
or  parachurch  work. 

The  interdenominational  global  mis¬ 
sions  conference  was  the  first  face-to- 
face  meeting  of  many  of  the  mission 


officials,  said  Dr.  Billings,  head  of  the 
World  Division  within  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

She  said  that  while  mission  officials 
like  herself  who  work  through  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches’  Division  of 
Overseas  Ministry  regularly  see  each 
other,  "there  was  an  obvious  need  to 
meet  with  others  who  aren’t  part  of  that 
group.  This  provided  that  opportunity  ' 

Dr.  Billings  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
group  spent  much  of  the  first  evening 
talking  about  establishing  a  day  of 
prayer  and  fasting  for  mission  work. 

Dr.  Fox,  a  United  Methodist  evange¬ 
lism  executive,  said,  “The  task  of  world 
evangelization  is  too  big  for  any  of  us 
alone.  The  emphasis  on  prayer  and  re¬ 
pentance  is  a  good  place  to  begin.” 

Dr  R.  Keith  Parks,  head  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Foreign  Missions  Board,  was 
the  architect  for  the  historic  session, 
which  brought  together  officials  repre¬ 
senting  overseas  mission  budgets  of 
more  than  $500  million  dollars  and  more 
than  20,000  missionaries. 

Dr.  Parks  said  at  a  news  conference 
afterward,  "We  felt  an  immediate  kin¬ 
ship  with  each  other.’’ 

The  group’s  official  statement  said, 
“  There  was  unanimity  in  confessing 


prayer  as  the  key  to  releasing  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  the  purifying  of  be¬ 
lievers  and  the  healing  of  nations.” 

The  leaders  agreed  to  ask  their  de¬ 
nominations  or  parachurch  organiza¬ 
tions  to  set  aside  a  time  of  prayer  and 
fasting  just  before  Pentecost  Sunday— 
from  6  p.m.  Friday  to  6  p.m.  Saturday 

“From  time  zone  to  time  zone,  it  could 
become  a  chain  of  prayer  and  fasting  en¬ 
circling  the  globe,"  Dr.  Parks  said. 

“Many  of  us  are  feeling  the  urgency  of 
sharing  the  gospel  in  this  generation,”  he 
added.  “We  are  all  convinced  that  it  is 
literally,  actually  possible  to  share  the 
gospel  with  every  living  person  in  the 
world. 

“If  we  really  made  that  a  matter  of 
commitment,  it  could  happen.” 

Dr.  Parks  called  for  a  commitment 
that  would  literally  include  laying  one’s 
life  on  the  line,  saying  “martyrdom  is 
part  of  the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  gospel." 

The  Southern  Baptist  leader,  however, 
conceded  that  “it  is  not  strategy  or  tech¬ 
niques  or  technologies  but  only  the  spirit 
of  God  which  will  make  (a  global  sharing 
of  the  gospel  message)  happen.” 

Dr.  William  R.  (Bill)  Bright,  founder  of 
Campus  Crusade,  said  he  viewed  “a  lack 


of  commitment  on  the  part  of  Chris¬ 
tians”  as  the  biggest  stumbling  block  to 
world  evangelization.  But  he  added  that 
in  spite  of  that,  more  people  are  hearing 
the  gospel  than  ever  before 

Edward  R.  Dayton,  an  official  with 
World  Vision,  said  the  mission  officials 
were  committed  to  holding  a  followup 
consultation  to  plan  a  data-sharing  net¬ 
work  to  indicate  which  parts  of  the  world 
are  or  are  not  being  reached  with  the 
gospel.  The  “networking”  effort  would 
enable  mission  programs  to  avoid  dupli¬ 
cation  of  evangelism  efforts  and  to  com¬ 
plement  other  efforts  already  at  work. 

Mr.  Dayton  said  the  meeting  was  im¬ 
portant  also  because  of  the  growth  of 
other  “militant  religions,”  including  Is¬ 
lam,  adding  “we  have  to  find  new  ap¬ 
proaches  to  lovingly  share  the  gospel 
with  Moslems.” 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  Denny,  an  official  of 
The  Church  of  God  in  Christ,  echoed  the 
sense  of  urgency  conveyed  by  the  World 
Vision  executive. 

He  said  that  he  was  encouraged  at  a 
“gathering  of  great  leaders  concerned 
with  mission  around  the  world,"  but  not¬ 
ed  that  anti-Americanism  already  has 
begun  to  close  doors  to  mission  work  in 
many  places. 


Judge  receives  World  Methodist  Peace  Award 


HOUSTON  — A  layman  who  “lit  a 
torch  and  illumined  a  path  others  now 
dare  to  tread"  received  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Peace  Award  Sept.  16  in  his  home 
church,  St.  Stephen's  United  Methodist. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Woodrow  Seals  be¬ 
came  only  the  11th  person  to  receive  the 
award  inaugurated  by  the  World  Method¬ 


ist  Council  in  1976. 

He  is  one  of  two  people  to  receive  it 
for  1987.  His  co-honoree,  British  Method¬ 
ist  layman  Bert  Bissell,  received  his 
award  in  June  in  Portsmqptlj,  England. 

On  hand  to  make  the  presentation  to 
Judge  Seals  was  the  World  Methodist 
Council  chairperson,  Bishop  Lawi 


Imathiu  of  Kenya. 

His  presentation  to  an  American  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  marked  a  linkage  between 
the  two  national  Methodist  traditions 
represented  in  the  recipients  of  the  1987 
awards,  since  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Kenya  is  a  product  of  British  Methodist 
missions. 


HOUSTON— The  medallion  signifying  the  World  Methodist  Peace  Award  is  hung  around  the  neck  of  U.S.  District 
Judge  Woodrow  Seals  of  Houston.  Participating  are,  from  left,  World  Methodist  Council  General  Secretary  Joe 
Hale,  Houston  Area  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  (second  from  right)  and  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  from  Kenya,  chairperson  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council.  texas  conference  umr  photo  by  mary  lou  krause 


Joining  him  in  the  presentation  were 
the  council’s  general  secretary,  the  Rev. 
Joe  Hale,  and  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  (Hous¬ 
ton  Area).  Bishop  Oliphint  is  also  a  vice 
chairperson  of  (he  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil. 

Criteria  for  determining  recipients  of 
the  World  Methodist  Peace  Award  are 
courage,  creativity  and  consistency. 

The  citation  accompanying  Judge 
Seals’  award  mentioned  his  “courageous 
and  consistent  identification  with  hu¬ 
manitarian  concerns." 

It  mentioned  specifically  his  founding 
the  Society  of  St.  Stephen,  named  for  his 
home  church  but  resulting  in  more  than 
100  such  societies  offering  aid  to  the 
poor  across  the  United  States. 

Also  mentioned  was  the  Peace  Advo¬ 
cate  program  that  he  inaugurated  across 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  citation  said  his  “  courageous 
court  rulings  have  consistently  advanced 
civil  and  human  rights  and  at  times  they 
have  brought  personal  hostility  and 
abuse  to  you." 

His  "landmark  decision"  that  children 
of  undocumented  Hispanic  workers  are 
entitled  to  public-school  education  in 
Texas  "has  bettered  the  lives  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  young  people,”  according  to  the 
peace  award  citation. 

Prior  peace  award  winners  were  Saidie 
Patterson  of  Ireland,  Egyptian  President 
Anwar  Sadat,  the  Rev.  Abel  Hendricks  of 
South  Africa,  Lord  Soper  of  England,  Ken¬ 
neth  Mew  of  Rhodesia  (now  Zimbabwe), 
Dr  Tai-Young  Lee  of  Korea,  former  Pres¬ 
ident  Jimmy  Carter,  and  Sir  Alan  and 
Lady  Winifred  Walker  of  Australia. 


Rebels  blamed  in  deaths  of  Mozambican  Methodists 
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By  JAMES  OWEN 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— At  least  15  Mozambican 
United  Methodists  were  killed  and  52 
kidnapped  in  a  Sept.  2  early-morning  at¬ 
tack  on  the  church’s  mission  station  in 
Cambine,  Mozambique,  according  to 
Mary  Jean  Tennant,  a  missionary  in  Mo¬ 
zambique  for  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 

The  attack  reportedly  was  carried  out 
by  the  Mozambican  rebel  faction  REN- 
AMO,  more  commonly  known  in  the 
South  African  country  as  “bandits”  seek¬ 
ing  to  overthrow  the  regime  in  power 
since  1975. 
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According  to  Ms.  Tennant’s  account, 
which  reached  board  offices  Sept.  16, 
eyewitnesses  said  the  attack  began  at  4 
a.m.  as  the  rebels  began  looting  and  de¬ 
stroying  property  at  the  Cambine  mis¬ 
sion  and  the  mission  school  nearby. 

Cambine  is  200  miles  north  of  the  capi¬ 
tal  city  of  Maputo. 

Awakened  by  sounds  of  the  chaos,  vic¬ 
tims  tried  to  flee  toward  the  banks  of  the 
nearby  river  but  were  killed  in  an  ensu¬ 
ing  chase. 

Ms.  Tennant  reported  that  two  staff 
teachers  at  the  mission  school  were 
killed  by  the  rebels. 

Some  at  the  mission  were  able  to  es¬ 
cape  or  otherwise  avoid  detection. 

As  has  been  their  pattern,  the  maraud¬ 
ers  forced  people— at  least  52  from  the 
mission— to  help  them  carry  the  looted 
supplies  back  to  their  encampments. 

No  word  has  been  received  about  the 
condition  or  whereabouts  of  those  forced 
to  accompany  the  rebels. 

The  bandits  wreaked  considerable 
damage  to  the  mission.  Ms.  Tennant  said. 
The  Cambine  Hospital  was  broken  into 
and  all  medicines  stolen,  the  Christian 
Center’s  three  buildings  were  looted  and 
burned,  as  were  many  of  the  grass  huts 
that  served  as  temporary  shelter  for  ref¬ 
ugees  fleeing  from  the  bandits'  nighttime 
raids  against  nearby  villages. 

Also  destroyed  was  the  recently  in¬ 
stalled  and  costly  river  power  house  and 


electric  generator. 

A  Bible  School  complex  sustained  mi¬ 
nor  damage,  as  did  the  school’s  boys’  and 
girls'  dormitories. 

Reaction  from  United  Methodists  in 
the  United  States  to  the  killings  was 
swift. 

Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area), 
president  of  the  World  Program  Division 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said 
the  attack  would  have  a  devastating 
impact  on  Mozambican  Methodists. 

“We  urge  appropriate  action  by  the 
U.S.  government  in  its  work  with  Mo¬ 
zambique,"  he  added. 

Bishop  Sano  returned  last  month  from 
leading  a  ten-day  tour  of  Mozambique 
with  delegates  from  Yellowstone  and 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conferences 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  4). 

In  separate  letters  to  President  Ron¬ 
ald  Reagan  and  Secretary  of  State 
George  Schultz,  signed  by  Bishop  Sano, 
World  Division  Deputy  General  Secre¬ 
tary  Peggy  Billings  and  Africa  area  ex¬ 
ecutive  Doreen  F.  Tilghman,  the 
Methodist  leaders  expressed  their  sup¬ 
port  of  the  U.S.  government’s  refusal  to 
support  the  South  Africa-backed  REN- 
AMO  guerrillas 

They  also  encouraged  the  government 
to  continue  its  "policy  of  relating  con¬ 
structively  to  the  people  of  Mozambique 
through  its  government.” 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 


Surgeons  needed  in  emergency 

UMC  World  Division  chief  executive  Peggy  Billings  said  the  recent  mur¬ 
ders  of  at  least  15  Mozambican  United  Methodists  and  kidnappings  of  others 
have  created  an  immediate  emergency  need  for  two  short-term  surgeons. 

“Even  if  they  could  go  for  just  90  days,  it  would  buy  us  time  to  look  for  per¬ 
manent  missionaries,”  she  told  the  Reporter. 

“We’re  beating  the  bushes  for  surgeons  and  so  far  haven’t  found  any.” 

Interested  surgeons  are  asked  to  call  the  mission  board’s  mission  personnel 
toll-free  number,  1-800-841-1235. 

Ms.  Billings  also  emphasized  that  United  Methodists  can  help  financially 
support  the  Mozambique  emergency  recovery  through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  Advance  #156500. 


Relief  (UMCOR),  a  program  department 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  has  responded  to  critical  human 
needs  in  Mozambique  during  the  past  12 
months  through  its  Mozambique  Emer¬ 
gency  appeal. 

Within  hours  of  receiving  the  news  of 
the  killings  at  Cambine,  UMCOR  re¬ 
leased  $30,000  for  urgently  needed  medi¬ 
cal  supplies  and  equipment  and  $20,000 
for  family  needs. 

The  attack  was  not  seen  as  a  deliber¬ 
ate  strike  against  the  church.  The  rebels 
have  been  indiscriminate  in  their  raids, 
seeking  to  intimidate  the  local  popula¬ 
tion  while  resupplying  their  12-year-old 
insurgency  against  the  FRELIMO  gov¬ 
ernment  in  Maputo. 


The  Cambine  attack  and  the  generally 
deteriorating  security  climate  height¬ 
ened  concern  about  the  safety  of  U.S. 
Methodist  missionaries  in  Mozambique. 

The  Cambine  killings  could  not  have 
come  at  a  worse  time  for  Mozambique’s 
40,000  United  Methodists,  said  Ms.  Ten¬ 
nant.  Their  pastors  in  the  countryside 
are  besieged  by  the  bitter  fruits  of  the 
guerrilla  war  and  unremitting  famine, 
drought  and  malnutrition. 

In  the  cities,  rapidly  growing  congre¬ 
gations  badly  need  new  church  buildings 
and  more  money  for  pastors’  salaries 
and  support. 

Mr.  Owen,  a  free-lance  writer  from 
New  York,  recently  returned  from  a  trip 
to  Mozambique. 


\ 
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Bishops’  president  praises  pontiff 

Sincerity ,  charm  cited  by  Bishop  Hunt  following  meeting  with  pope 
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COLUMBIA,  S.C.— Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  president  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Council  of  Bishops  and  resident  bishop  of  the  church’s  Florida  Area, 
greets  Pope  John  Paul  II  during  the  pontiff’s  visit  to  Columbia.  Bishop  Hunt 
was  among  a  group  of  ecumenical  leaders  whose  time  with  the  Catholic 
leader  was  extended  at  the  visitor’s  request. 


By  TOM  McANALLY 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Describing  Pope  John 
II  as  “transparently  sincere,"  and  “irre¬ 
sistibly  charming,”  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  said  the  pontiff’s 
visit  to  the  United  States  built  bridges  of 
communication  between  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  and  Protestants. 

Bishop  Hunt,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  and  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  the  Florida  Area,  was  one 
of  27  church  leaders  who  met  with  the 
pope  in  Columbia,  S.C.,  Sept.  11,  in  the 
home  of  James  B.  Holderman,  president 
of  the  University  of  South  Carolina. 

The  Rev.  Philip  R.  Cousin  Sr.,  a  bishop 
of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  read  a  paper  that 
had  been  sent  to  the  pope  in  advance. 

The  pontiff  responded  by  reading  a 
prepared  statement. 

What  was  to  have  been  a  50-minute 
session  turned  into  two  hours,  according 
to  Bishop  Hunt. 

“The  pope  wanted  us  to  continue  and 
he  wanted  to  continue,”  said  Bishop 
Hunt. 

Pope  gave  up  rest  period 

“He  gave  up  his  rest  period  between 
events,"  the  United  Methodist  official 
said,  "and  invited  us  to  make  statements 
that  were  ‘not  written  down,'  as  he  put  it. 
A  number  of  us  did. 

“He  listened  to  all  of  these  statements 


with  what  I  would  call  remarkable  con¬ 
centration  and  intensity,”  Bishop  Hunt 
said. 

The  United  Methodist  bishop  ex¬ 
pressed  to  the  pope  “the  gratitude  people 
called  United  Methodists  have  for  his 
life,  his  integrity,  his  courage  and  his 
leadership  in  the  Christian  community.  I 
didn’t  specify,  because  many  of  us  are  in 
deep  disagreement  with  some  of  his  posi¬ 
tions. 

“But  I  felt  that  most  of  us  have  appre¬ 
ciation  for  the  qualties  I  tried  to  men¬ 
tion,”  Bishop  Hunt  said.  “He  was  very 
grateful." 

In  response  to  Bishop  Hunt’s  com¬ 
ments,  the  pope  expressed  appreciation 
for  Methodism  and  for  the  Methodist- 
Catholic  dialogue  now  underway. 

Some  issues  mute 

Bishop  Hunt  said  the  church  leaders 
had  agreed  not  to  deal  with  issues  on 
which  the  pope’s  position  was  a  matter 
of  strong  public  record. 

However,  in  the  dialogue.  Bishop  Hunt 
said,  areas  of  disagreement  were  dis¬ 
cussed  and  the  pope  was  "gracious  and 
courteous." 

“The  matter  of  women  in  ministry 
was  strongly  mentioned,"  Bishop  Hunt 
recalled,  “but  birth  control  and  abortion 
were  not.”  Two  women  were  in  the 
group. 

“Even  with  misgivings  we  found  our¬ 
selves  coming  away  feeling  that,  on  bal¬ 
ance,  the  whole  experience  was  positive 


and  perhaps  even  hopeful,"  he  added. 

“I  do  not  think  any  radical  change  of 
direction  was  indicated  or  achieved  in 
the  dialogue,”  Bishop  Hunt  said,  “but  I 
think  we  went  away  convinced  that  Pope 
John  Paul  II  is  sincerely  trying  to  under¬ 
stand  what  other  Christian  communities 
are  thinking  and  feeling  . . .  and  that  he 
wanted  to  communicate  to  us  his  eager¬ 
ness  for  closer  cooperation  among  Cath¬ 
olic,  Protestant  and  Orthodox  worlds.” 

Bishop  Hunt  predicted  increasing  ini¬ 
tiatives  and  overtures  for  Christian  unity 
from  the  Catholic  Church. 

"After  that  meeting,  no  one  can  con¬ 
vince  me  that  our  Roman  Catholic 
friends  are  not  committed  to  this,”  he 
said. 

Bishop  Hunt  was  among  church  lead¬ 
ers  seated  on  the  platform  at  an  event 
that  night  at  the  University  of  South  Car¬ 
olina  stadium. 

Noting  that  68,000  persons  attended 
the  service  and  2,000  students  attended 
an  earlier  event,  Bishop  Hunt  said,  “I 
had  to  be  impressed  that  the  two  events 
on  campus  were,  taken  together,  a  rath¬ 
er  remarkable  witness  to  the  importance 
of  religious  faith  in  the  life  of  a  modern 
man  or  woman  facing  problems  that 
confront  the  human  family. 

"I  know  all  the  arguments  against  ex¬ 
travagant  expenditures  of  money  (by  the 
Vatican);  I  have  had  problems  myself 
reconciling  those  matters. 

“I  would  hope  that  the  indirect  result 
of  the  pope’s  trip  to  this  country  would 


be  dramatizing  in  a  remarkable  way  this 
witness  to  the  importance  of  religious 
faith,  not  only  in  the  life  of  the  individual 
but  in  the  corporate  life  of  a  people.” 

South  Carolina  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Roy  C.  Clark  called  this  an  “ecumeni¬ 
cal  year”  for  Columbia. 

In  recent  months  guests  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  have  included  the  Rev.  Robert 
Alexander  Kennedy  Runcie,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  evangelist  Billy  Graham. 

An  ecumenical  dialogue  was  held  in 
Columbia  the  day  after  the  pope’s  visit. 
United  Methodist  participants  in  that  di¬ 
alogue  included  Bishop  Clark,  Bishop 
Woodie  White  (Springfield,  Ill.,  Area)  and 
the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  asso¬ 
ciate  general  secretary  of  the  UMC’s  ec¬ 
umenical  agency  based  in  New  York. 

Pope  symbolizes  oneness 

"It  will  always  be  a  significant  occa¬ 
sion  when  so  many  people  come  together 
for  Christian  worship,"  observed  Ms. 
Powers.  “Like  it  or  not,  the  pope  symbol¬ 
izes  the  oneness  of  the  Christian  Church, 
even  for  Protestants.” 

Elsewhere  along  the  itinerary  of  the 
pope’s  visit,  United  Methodists  were  in¬ 
volved  in  a  variety  of  events. 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  (San  Antonio 
Area)  gave  a  keynote  address  at  an  ecu¬ 
menical  event  in  that  city  marking  the 
pope’s  arrival  in  the  United  States. 

“It  is  my  firm  belief  that  John  Paul  II 
made  the  decision  to  come  to  San  Anto¬ 
nio  in  order  to  recapture  the  gift  of  rela¬ 


tionship  by  agape  among  the  Hispanic 
people,”  Bishop  Dixon  said,  noting  that 
about  51  percent  of  the  Hispanic  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  United  States  lives  in  Califor¬ 
nia  and  Texas. 

"My  hope  and  prayer  is  that  his  visit 
also  will  inspire  us  anew  here  in  San  An¬ 
tonio  to  recapture  that  gift  of  relation¬ 
ship  and  bring  big  rewards  also  to  Christ 


through  our  churches.” 

Bishop  Elias  Galvan  (Phoenix  Area) 
was  among  church  leaders  who  personal¬ 
ly  greeted  the  pope  following  a  prayer 
service  Sept.  15  in  Phoenix. 

Bishop  Judith  Craig  (Detroit  Area) 
gave  a  homily  at  an  ecumenical  service 
Sept.  19,  the  day  after  the  pope's  arrival 
in  that  city. 


Religious  leaders  renew  efforts 


to  block  U.S.  aid  to  contras 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Renewed  efforts  to 
block  U.S.  aid  to  contra  forces  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  and  bring  peace  to  Central  America 
were  launched  Sept.  15  by  several  hun¬ 
dred  representatives  of  the  nation’s  reli¬ 
gious  community— 16  of  them  United 
Methodists. 

Unveiled  at  a  news  conference  was 
what  sponsors  of  the  “Days  of  Decision” 
called  "the  strongest  statement  against 
contra  aid  ever  issued  by  top  religious 
figures.” 

The  statement  was  signed  by  300  Protes¬ 
tant,  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish  leaders. 

Also  on  hand  awaiting  delivery  to 
members  of  Congress  were  thousands  of 
petitions  and  letters  from  individuals 
across  the  nation. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio— How  much  longer  is 
the  United  Methodist  Church  going  to 
call  growing  populations  of  ethnic  and 
racial  groups  "ethnic  minorities”? 

That  question  was  among  several 
asked  in  a  recent  report  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  Missional  Priority  Coordinating 
Committee  by  the  monitoring  group  of 
the  church's  General  Commission  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Race. 

Other  questions  related  to  the  church’s 
commitment  to  racial  inclusiveness 
were: 

•  Do  our  words  and  actions  reflect  our 
commitment? 

*  For  how  much  longer  will  we  have  a 
double-standard  system  of  open  itiner- 


About  200  persons  took  part  in  the 
fresh  effort  against  contra  aid  under  a 
bright  September  sun  in  a  park  across 
from  the  U.S.  Capitol. 

A  few  yards  away,  dozens  stood  in  line 
seeking  admission  to  the  Senate  Judicia¬ 
ry  Committee  hearings  on  Robert  Bork’s 
nomination  to  the  Supreme  Court,  anoth¬ 
er  controversy  growing  out  of  Reagan 
administration  actions. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  William  B. 
Grove,  president  of  the  church’s  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  read  the  new  state¬ 
ment  against  contra  aid  signed  by  the  re¬ 
ligious  figures. 

"The  Iran-contra  hearings  have  uncov¬ 
ered  a  mountain  of  lies  and  deceit,”  said 
the  statement,  “but  the  essence  of  U.S. 
policy  in  Nicaragua  has  yet  to  be  clearly 


acy? 

*  For  how  much  longer  will  we  mea¬ 
sure  qualifications  and  standards  from 
Anglo-Saxon  perspectives  only? 

The  report  focused  primarily  on  the 
progress  of  annual  conferences  toward 
completing  comprehensive  plans  for  the 
developing  and  strengthening  of  ethnic 
minority  ministries  beyond  1988. 

The  monitoring  group  affirmed  many 
achievements  including  new  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  churches  and  ministries,  activities 
and  celebrations  of  districts  and  annual 
conferences,  training  events  for  ethnic 
minority  laity  and  clergy,  new  resources, 
and  greater  involvement  and  acceptance 
of  ethnic  minority  leadership  at  various 
levels  of  the  church. 


seen  for  what  it  is— terrorism.  The  Unit¬ 
ed  States  is  using  the  contras  to  wage  a 
war  of  state-sponsored  terrorism  against 
the  people  of  Nicaragua.” 

In  a  personal  footnote  to  the  state¬ 
ment,  Bishop  Grove,  (Charleston,  W.Va., 
Area)  called  U.S.  policy  on  Central 
America  “bankrupt,  obscene,  (and)  polit¬ 
ically  pornographic.” 

He  added:  “In  the  name  of  God,  stop 
it.” 

United  Methodist  bishops  signing  the 
statement,  in  addition  to  Bishop  Grove, 
were  C.  Dale  White,  New  York;  Ernest  T. 
Dixon  Jr.,  San  Antonio,  Texas;  Kenneth 
W.  Hicks,  Topeka,  Kan.,  George  W.  Ba- 
shore,  Boston;  Neil  L.  Irons,  Pennington, 
N.J.;  J.  Lloyd  Knox,  Birmingham,  Ala.; 
Calvin  D.  McConnell,  Portland,  Ore.;  C. 
P.  Minnick  Jr.,  Raleigh,  N.  C.;  Melvin  G. 
Talbert,  Seattle,  and  Joseph  H.  Yeakel, 
Washington. 

Other  United  Methodist  signers  includ¬ 
ed  the  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  Atlanta, 
president  of  the  Southern  Christian  Lead¬ 
ership  Conference;  Nora  Q.  Boots,  New 
York,  Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff, 
and  Jane  Cary  Peck,  a  professor  at  An¬ 
dover  Newton  Theological  School,  New¬ 
ton  Centre,  Mass. 

The  statement  charged  that  “since 
1982  the  U.S.-backed  contra  forces  have 
wounded,  kidnapped  or  killed  more  than 
10,000  civilians  in  Nicaragua." 

In  commemoration  of  that  claim, 
white  crosses  with  names  and  dates  of 
death  were  placed  at  the  heads  of  seven 
black  cardboard  coffins  on  the  grass  in 
front  of  the  podium  and  tables  with  the 
petitions  and  letters. 


Racial  inclusiveness  weighed 


CLASSIFIED 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR.  ECUMENICAL  Minis¬ 

try  with  Hispanics.  Stockton  Metro  Ministry  Bi¬ 
lingual  Spanish,  English.  Contact  before  Oct  3 
Rev.  Sheri  Noah.  P.O.  Box  6285.  Stockton.  CA 
95206  (209)  464-7497. 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  WITH  em¬ 
phasis  on  Children  and  Youth  Ministry  Medium-size 
church  located  in  Henderson.  KY.  Bachelor  s  Degree 
preferred  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  Doug 
Wilson.  Chapel  Hill  United  Methodist  Church.  985 
Bend  Gate  Road.  Henderson.  KY  42420 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 

tion  and  Youth  is  sought  to  continue  an  active 
vouth  program  for  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
on  beautiful  Grand  Lake  in  Grove.  Okla.  Salary 
commensurate  with  education  &  experience.  Send 
resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church.  900 
Wesley  Drive.  Grove.  OK  74344  or  call  for  more  in¬ 
formation  to  Rev  W.W  Story  (918)  786-5148 

FREE:  OFFICIAL  DIRECTORY  National  Associ¬ 
ation  United  Methodist  Evangelists:  also  Holy 
Land  tour  brochure  January  17-27.  1988  ($1,280) 
Write  evangelist  Jack  Grav.  1212  Josey  Lane  »375, 
Carrollton.  TX  75006 

FREE  COLOR  BROCHURE  English  stained  glass 
church  windows.  Original  photos  Unique  for  Christ¬ 
mas  Write  Kingdom  Enterprises-Suite  1017-7.  279 
South  Beverly  Drive.  Beverly  Hills.  CA  90212. 

BEAUTIFUL  ROSSMOOR  ADULT  Community 

comfortable  co-op.  2  bedrm.  1  bath,  near  golf 
course,  park-setting  pool  Longland  Realty  (415) 
939-8297  or  945-8721 

FOR  SALE  GMC  4104  DIESEL  BUS.  39-passen¬ 
ger  restroom,  air-conditioned.  $8,000  For  infor¬ 
mation.  call  (405)  789-9033  St.  Marks  UMC. 
"feethanv.  Oklahoma 

FLORIDA  RETREAT  WEST  COAST  condominium 
villa,  two  bedrooms,  two  baths,  pool,  across  street 
from  beach.  Fall  rentals  $315.00  weekly  Monthly 
rates  available  Request  «81  (813)474-7171. 

ENJOY  FALL  COLORS  LOVELY  apartment 
overlooking  lake.  Smokev  Mtns.  27  South  Lake- 
shore  Drive.  Lake  Junaluska.  NC  28745.  Phone 
(704  i  452-2478  for  reservations 

FINE  WOODWORKER  BUILDS  CROSSES  Ad¬ 

vent  wreaths,  podiums.  plaques,  etc.  Any  woods 
vour  design  or  mine.  Contact  Don  Williams  at 
817-834-2338 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

Fill  your  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a 
professional  church  musician  from  our  list  Free 
service  to  churches  Church  Musicians  National 
Referral  Service  Dept  18.  PO  Box  36.  Huntington 
WV  25706-0036 

ARTS.  CRAFTS.  GIFTS  FROM  THE  Holy  Land 

Olive  wood,  silver,  porcelain,  glass  Catalog-send 
$1  75  Refundable  with  first  purchase  Friendship 
Imports  Box  181-A.  Cedar  Bluff  VA  24609 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies 

Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
plete!  v  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four 
weeks  Winter  availabilitv  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer 

1 138  Wavnesville.  NC  28786  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507 

SOFTWARE  FOR  THE  CHRISTIAN  HOME  Put 

vour  PC  to  work  for  Jesus.  For  free  flyer,  write 
Christian  Software.  1112  NW  First  Street.  Roches- 
ter.  MN  55901 

TELEVISION  CONSULTANTS.  INC  -16  years 
experience  specializing  in  custorrt  design  and  in¬ 
stallation  of  equipment  5825  Youree.  Shreve¬ 
port.  La.  71105  or  call  (318)  226-8776.  Ask  for 
Jack  Easterwood 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance 


CAMP  ASSISTANT  MANAGER  — METHODIST 
Assembly  in  Sacramento  Mountains  Permanent. 
12-month  position  with  lodging.  1 :  meals,  other 
benefits  For  application  contact  Dave  North. 
SMA  Box  188.  Sacramento.  New  Mexico  88347 
Deadline  October  9.  1987  (505)687-3414 


POSITION  OF  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 

cation  open.  Salarv  negotiable  Contact  St  John  s 
United  Methodist  Church.  1001  Grand  Boulevard. 
Greenwood  MS  38930  Telephone  (601)  453-7522 


THE  PROBLEM  OF  PLURALISM  by  Jerry  L 
Walls  First  comprehensive  look  at  pluralism  as 
UM  “theological  principle  ”  Straight  answers  to 
key  questions  What  Is  pluralism"7  Was  Wesley  plu¬ 
ralistic-7  Is  pluralism  philosophically  coherent? 
What  does  pluralism  do  to  church  authority?  For 
all  clergy  and  active  laypersons,  "must  "  reading 
on  crucial  issue  facing  1988  General  Conference 
Hardbound.  $9  95.  Order  from  Good  News  1-800- 
451-READ.  Box  150  Wilmore.  KY  40390 


SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA.SUB URBAN  church  (si2e 

450)  seeks  full-time  director  of  music  ministries, 
starting  January  1988  Outstanding  music  program 
including  two  adult  choirs,  three  youth  choirs,  two 
bell  choirs  Salary  range  $17.000-$21 .000  plus  medi¬ 
cal  and  dental  Send  resume  by  October  1  to  Mesa 
Verde  UMC.  1701  Baker  Street  Costa  Mesa.  CA  92626 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTER,  full¬ 
time.  in  active  growing  1.300-member  UMC  Re¬ 
sponsibility  will  be  for  total  youth  ministry  Salary 
commensurate  with  training  and  experience^  Di¬ 
rect  inquiry  to  Dr  Rov  Webster.  Memorial  UMC. 
P.O.  Box  97  Elizabethtown.  KY  42701 


FULL-TTME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and  Young 
Adult  Ministries  College  degree  in  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  desired  Background  in  music  preferred 
Send  resume  to-  Rev  Ed  Weinrich.  P.O.  Box  1125. 
Tavares.  FL  32778  


650-MEMBERSHIP  CHURCH  IN  SMALL  East 

Texas  town  between  two  large  cities  has  an  open¬ 
ing  for  a  Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable  with  a  parsonage  and  insurance  provided. 
Contact  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Gladewater.  TX  (214)  845-2565  or  (214)  845-2645 


ECUMENICAL  CAMPUS  MINISTRY  DIRECTOR 

position  available  January  1  1988  Position  with  the 
University  Chapel  Fellowship.  University  of  South 
Florida  Tampa  Sponsored  jointly  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Presbyterian  Church  USA.  and 
the  United  Church  of  Christ.  Experience  in  campus 
ministry.  Salary  $21,000  (negotiable),  plus  housing, 
car  allowance,  and  other  benefits  Apply  by  Novem¬ 
ber  15  to  Paul  Johnson  Chairperson.  Search  Com¬ 
mittee.  University  Chapel  Fellowship.  12710  N.  50th 
Street  Tampa  FL  33617 


POSITION  OPEN  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  with 
empahsis  on  youth  ministry  Salary  commensurate 
with  experience  and  qualifications  Position  open 
November  1.  1987  Write  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  3316  Kingston  Pike.  Knoxville.  TN  37919  or 
call  (615)  525-0435 


LAUNCH  OUT  INTO  THE  DEEP  the  powerful 
testimonv  of  UM  Evangelist  Mark  Rutland  New 
from  Bristol  Books  this  compelling  story  of  God  s 
work  through  His  Holy  Spirit  calls  all  contempo- 
rarv  Christians  to  follow  Jesus  "out  into  the  deep 
Qualitv  softbound  $7.95  1-800-451- READ:  Box  150. 
Wilmore  KY  40390 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS'7  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  comer  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Classes  9:30  a.m. 
Worship  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856 


9-DAY  HOLY  LAND  TOUR  $1,098  Leaving  New 
York  March  25.  1988  Optional  extension  to  Egypt. 
Rev  Danny  E.  Morris  and  Gilbert  Sollev  invite  you 
for  this  inspirational  experience  Brochure  write 
Trinitv  UMC  3200  Manatee  Ave.  W..  Bradenton. 
FL  34205  (813)747-3704 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  WEST  SIDE  Communi¬ 
ty  House,  a  United  Methodist  Church-associated 
multi-service  agency  with  an  annual  budget  of 
$1,000,000  seeks  candidates  for  the  position  of  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director  WSCH  s  purpose  is  to  involve  and 
serve  low  and  moderate  income  people  in  a  cultur¬ 
ally  diverse  urban  neighborhood:  its  current  pro¬ 
grams  include  child  day  care,  youth  and  elderly 
programs,  and  community  advocacy.  Position  re¬ 
quirements:  MSW  or  closely  related  graduate  de¬ 
gree  with  at  least  seven  years  of  experience 
including  program  and  multi-source  budget  ad¬ 
ministration.  direction  of  staff,  fundraising  and 
community  empowerment:  professional  level  of 
oral  and  written  communications  skills:  ability  to 
work  well  with  persons  across  a  broad  cultural 
and  demographic  spectrum  Send  resume  with  sal¬ 
ary  expectations  to  WSCH  Search  Committee,  c/o 
Marv  Erskine.  21090  Maplewood  Avenue.  Rocky 
River.  OH  44116  E.O  E. 


METHODIST  CAMP  AND  CONFERENCE  Center 

Administrator  Background  in  administration,  pro¬ 
gramming.  public  relations  and  development.  Sal¬ 
arv  and  benefits  negotiable  Send  resume  to  UMR. 
Box  660275.  Dept.  MAC.  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275. 
Deadline  Oct.  15. 1987 


DIRECTOR  OF  GETHSEMANE  SCHOOL  FOR  Lit¬ 
tle  Children  is  sought  for  full-time  position.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Dennis  Fowler  at  6856  Bellaire  Blvd.. 
Houston.  TX  77074  bv  October  1  1987  Call  Betty 
Crowell  at  (713)  774-7896  for  qualification  require- 
ments  and  salary  range 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR.  Full-Time: 
2.200-member  church,  growing  Chicago  suburb, 
available  December  1987  Resume  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church.  300  E.  Gartner.  Naperville.  IL 
60540 


CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  OVERSEE  Person¬ 
nel.  facilities  and  budget  and  responsibility  for 
scheduling  activities.  Send  resume  to  the  Rev  John 
Kerr.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  201  Monroe. 
Jefferson  City.  MO  65101  by  October  7. 1987 


NON-RESIDENT  DEGREE  PROGRAMS  IN  theol¬ 
ogy  and  related  subjects  The  Division  of  Theology 
of  Fairfax  University  offers  off-campus  guided 
study  programs  leading  to  Bachelor.  Master.  Doc¬ 
torate  degrees,  to  people  aged  25  -  Advanced 
credits  for  appropriate  prior  academic  life  experi¬ 
ence  Interdenominational  nonsectarian  Highly 
credentialed  faculty.  Low  tuition.  Free  catalogue 
The  dean.  Fairfax  University.  2900  Engergy  Centre. 
New  Orleans  LA  70163-2900  (504)  585-7303 


ENROLL  NOW  FOR  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 
Seminar  at  St.  Louis,  attend  sessions,  daily  briefings 
by  Conference  leadership  Contact  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  Continuing  Education  (214)  692-2251 


STOLES  THE  UNIQUE  HAND-WOVEN,  multi¬ 

color  stoles  of  Santiago  Atitlan.  Guatemala,  litur¬ 
gical  colors  too  Ideal  Christmas  gift  for  your 
pastor  or  clergy  spouse  Send  no  money,  shipped 
on  approval.  $30.00  plus  $2  50  shipping.  Double 
Mission  Outreach.  Route  2.  Murphysboro.  IL  62966 
or  phone  (618)  684-3890  evenings  too.  keep  trying. 


church 


today 


Two  United  Methodists  nominated 
for  Council  of  Churches  positions 

NEW  YORK  (National  Council  of 
Churches)— United  Methodist  lay  woman 
Dr.  Jane  Carey  Peck,  associate  professor 
of  religion  and  society  at  Andover  New¬ 
ton  Theological  School,  has  been  nomi¬ 
nated  as  one  of  five  vice  presidents  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Joyce  D.  Sohl,  a  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  and  treasurer  of  the  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  was  nominated  as 
treasurer  and  chair  of  the  Council’s  fi¬ 
nance  and  services  committee. 

These  and  other  nominations -are 
scheduled  for  action  by  the  NCC’s  Gov¬ 
erning  Board  meeting  early  Novem¬ 
ber. 


Ad  campaign  by  dissidents 
to  run  in  27  major  dailies 

NEW  YORK  (RNS) — A  coalition  of 
“traditionalist"  Episcopalians  ran  adver¬ 
tisements  in  27  major  daily  newspapers 
Sept.  17  asking  church  members  to  regis¬ 
ter  their  support  for  what  the  group  calls 
"orthodox  beliefs  and  practices.” 

The  one-day  ad  campaign,  paid  for  by 
a  group  called  the  International  Council 
for  the  Apostolic  Faith,  Inc.,  ran  in  news¬ 
papers  whose  total  combined  circulation 
is  12.5  million,  said  Larry  W.  Thompson, 
a  spokesman  for  the  group.  Declining  to 
cite  specific  figures,  Mr.  Thompson  said 
the  campaign  is  costing  "several  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.” 


Conservatives  unable  to  oust 
Southern  Baptist  agency  head 

NASHVILLE  (RNS)— In  a  rare  set¬ 
back,  a  conservative  faction  failed  in  its 
attempt  to  fire  the  director  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  ethics  agency,  an  action  that 
some  observers  said  would  have  rup¬ 
tured  the  denomination. 

The  Rev.  N.  Larry  Baker,  whose  posi¬ 
tion  on  abortion  as  Christian  Life  Com¬ 
mission  director  was  too  liberal  for 
many  trustees,  survived  the  strong  oppo¬ 
sition.  When  a  motion  to  dismiss  him 
failed  Sept.  15  by  virtue  of  a  15-15  tie, 
trustee  Rudy  Yakym  of  South  Bend,  Ind., 
a  leader  in  the  bid  to  oust  Mr.  Baker, 
said,  "God  had  his  hand  on  Larry  Baker 
to  come  here  all  along.” 

Failure  to  remove  Mr.  Baker  nine 
months  after  trustees  elected  him  16-13 
represented  a  rare  setback  for  the  con¬ 
servative  movement  in  the  nation’s  larg¬ 
est  Protestant  denomination. 
Conservatives  have  maintained  a  steady 
march  toward  control  of  denominational 
agencies  in  the  last  nine  years. 


Christian  flag  6 turns  90 9 


By  JAMES  POLLOCK 

The  90th  anniversary  of  the  Christian 
flag,  one  of  the  oldest  unchanged  flags  in 
the  world,  will  be  celebrated  the  week¬ 
end  of  Sept.  26-27  in  churches  across  the 
United  States. 

It  is  estimated  that  more  than  240,000 
churches  in  the  United  States  display  the 
flag  in  their  sanctuaries— usually  behind 
the  altar  and  on  the  side  opposite  the 
American  flag. 

The  idea  for  a  “Christian”  flag  emerged 
from  a  Sunday-school  rally  in  1897  at 
Brighton  Chapel,  Coney  Island,  N.Y. 

When  the  rally’s  featured  speaker 
failed  to  appear,  Sunday-school  superin¬ 
tendent  Charles  C.  Overton  became  anx¬ 
ious  about  keeping  the  crowd  interested 


and  remaining  at  the  rally. 

He  began  talking  about  an  idea  for  a 
flag  that  symbolized  the  Christian  faith, 
suggesting  that  it  ought  to  have  a  red 
cross  on  a  blue  field  in  the  upper  left 
hand  corner.  The  rest  of  the  flag  ought  to 
be  white,  he  said. 

Mr.  Overton  challenged  anyone  in  the 
congregation  to  make  a  flag  such  as  the 
one  he  described. 

The  following  Sunday,  the  first  Chris¬ 
tian  flag  was  unfurled. 

There  is  no  record  who  made  the  flag. 
It  was  not  until  1907  that  the  flag  was 
manufactured  on  a  commercial  basis. 

The  Rev.  James  Pollock  is  a  retired 
United  Methodist  minister  and  free-lance 
writer  in  Bradenton,  Fla. 


STAFF  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

The  Christian  flag,  removed  from  its  customary  location  in  the  sanctuary 
of  Oak  Lawn  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  is  displayed  by  two  staff 
members— Associate  Minister  Patsy  Brundige  and  Wesley  Clements.  The 
90th  anniversary  of  the  flag’s  creation  is  being  celebrated  this  month. 


‘Garbage  Pail  Kids 9  down  the  drain 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

The  United  Methodist  minister  who 
heads  the  National  Federation  for  De¬ 
cency  called  last  week’s  cancellation  of 
the  CBS-TV  cartoon  series  “The  Garbage 
Pail  Kids”  a  major  victory  for  people 
concerned  about  moral  issues  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  18). 

CBS  pulled  the  one-hour  cartoon  series 
from  the  Saturday-morning  schedule 
Sept.  15,  four  days  before  it  was  to 
makes  its  premiere  broadcast. 

Janet  Storm,  a  spokeswoman  for  the 
network,  said  the  cartoon  was  canceled 
because  “the  Garbage  Pail  Kids  did  not 
translate  well  into  animated  characters.” 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Wildmon,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  National  Federation 
for  Decency,  called  the  last-minute  deci¬ 
sion  to  cancel  unprecedented. 

"I  have  heard  about  other  TV  shows 
that  have  been  canceled  after  several 
episodes,  but  to  my  knowledge  this  is  the 


first  program  pulled  prior  to  airing  be¬ 
cause  of  public  outrage,"  he  said. 

Ms.  Storm  denied  that  Mr.  Wildmon’s 
federation  had  any  influence  in  having 
the  show  canceled. 

“CBS  projects  go  through  a  develop¬ 
ment  process,  and  it  was  decided  that 
‘The  Garbage  Pail  Kids’  didn’t  work,” 
she  said.  “The  fit  was  not  right.” 

Mr.  Wildmon  said,  “I’m  happy  for 
America’s  kids.  We  (the  National  Feder¬ 
ation  for  Decency)  got  a  lot  of  help  on 
this  one,  but  our  group  protested,  and  we 
were  heard.” 

Mr.  Wildmon’s  organization  mounted  a 
major  protest  campaign  against  the  net¬ 
work  when  it  was  learned  that  “Garbage 
Pail”  characters  from  Topps  Chewing 
Gum  cards  would  be  featured  in  the  car¬ 
toon  series. 

About  140,000  letters  were  mailed  to 
National  Federation  for  Decency  sup¬ 
porters  in  August,  Mr.  Wildmon  said. 
Each  letter  included  a  postcard  ad¬ 


dressed  to  CBS-TV  protesting  the  car¬ 
toon.  He  estimated  that  75,000  to  100,000 
people  mailed  the  protest  postcards. 

Ms.  Storm  said  she  did  not  know  how 
many  postcards  were  received  by  CBS. 

“We  were  aware  that  a  variety  of 
pressure  groups  had  been  contacting 
CBS,  but  CBS  did  not,  nor  ever  has,  re¬ 
acted  to  such  groups,”  she  said. 

Topps’  “Garbage  Pail”  characters  re¬ 
semble  Cabbage  Patch  Dolls,  a  chubby- 
faced  toy  phenomenon  from  the  early 
1980s,  Mr.  Wildmon  said.  But  characters 
include  “Stoned  Sean,”  pictured  as  a  stone 
figure  holding  a  cigarette;  “Delicate 
Tess,”  hanging  by  her  feet  between  two 
slabs  of  meat;  and  “Leaky  Lindsay,”  seen 
holding  handsful  of  mucus  from  her  nose. 

Ms.  Storm  said  several  CBS-affiliated 
stations  had  raised  concerns  about  the 
cartoon,  and  some  stations  had  asked  to 
see  a  preview  of  the  cartoon  before  its 
Sept.  19  debut. 

“We  did  not  release  previews,”  she 
said.  "No  one  saw  the  finished  product.” 
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On  Cfhe  Way  . . . 


Recently  someone  wrote  to  one  of  our  pastors,  indicating  an  inter¬ 
est  in  joining  that  church,  and  requesting  “yes  or  no”  answers  to  32 
wide-ranging  social,  political  and  religious  questions. 

The  pastor’s  reply  is  so  fine  and  so  representative  of  our  church 
that  I  would  like  to  share  a  part  of  it  with  you : 

“The  answers  to  most  of  your  questions  would  only  represent  my 
personal  opinion  and  not,  necessarily,  the  opinions  of  my  people  or 
the  denomination  as  a  whole.  I  do  not  feel  that  this  would  serve  any 
purpose  in  your  search  for  a  church  home  because  your  agreement 
or  disagreement  would  be  with  me,  and  not  with  the  church.  And,  as 
you  know,  pastors  come  and  pastors  go. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  pluralistic  church  in  which  you 
will  find  positions  and  ideas  covering  the  gamut  of  thought  from  A 
to  Z.  We  do  not  require  that  you  adhere  to  any  one  position  theologi¬ 
cally  or  politically.  Our  commitment  is  to  Jesus  Christ  and  our 
teachings.  We  believe  that  the  Holy  Spirit  works  with  each  individ¬ 
ual  where  he  or  she  is  and  that  all  people  do  not,  nor  must  they, 
agree  on  all  points  in  order  to  be  brother  and  sisters  in  him. 

“Within  the  ranks  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  and  this  con¬ 
gregation,  you  will  find  people  who  could  honestly  answer  yes  to 
most  of  your  questions.  You  could  also  find  others  who  could,  with 
equal  honesty,  answer  no.  The  power  of  our  church  is  not  found  in  a 
monolithic  position  of  all  members.  In  fact,  the  real  power  is  found 
in  our  differences  and  the  ability  to  love  each  other  in  spite  of  them. 

“I  would  hope  and  pray  that  you  would  find  time  to  come  and  visit 
our  services.  I  would  hope  that  you  would  come  to  find  if  your  spirit 
is  comfortable  with  the  Lord  in  this  setting.  Philosophy  is  not  always 
the  proper  criteria.  I  think  you  will  find  a  spirit  of  love  and  caring 
that  is  strong  enough  to  encompass  all  of  the  varying  views  of  phi¬ 
losophy,  social  activity  and  political  position. 

“Our  major  commitment  is  to  serve  the  Lord  and  to  learn  to  love, 
not  only  because  of  our  agreement,  but  also  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
we  don’t  always  agree  on  all  items. 

“I  hope  that  I  will  be  accorded  the  privilege  of  seeing  you  at  our 
services  in  the  very  near  future.  If  I  can  be  of  any  further  assistance 
to  you  in  your  search,  please  call  me.” 

Aren’t  you  proud  to  be  a  United  Methodist? 


Laity  Sunday  to  Celebrate  ‘Living 
as  Disciples  in  Our  Neighborhoods’ 


Laity  Sunday  is  a  special  day  in  the 
church  calendar  on  which  United  Meth¬ 
odists  affirm  the  ministry  of  everyone  — 
children,  youth  and  adults.  This  day  is  set 
aside  to  celebrate  the  ministry  and  ser- 
vanthood  of  the  laity.  Laypersons  plan 
and  present  the  worship  service  while 
clergy  sit  in  the  congregation  to  listen 
and  support  the  witnessing  of  these  unor¬ 
dained  volunteers. 

This  year,  Laity  Sunday  falls  on  Octo¬ 
ber  11  and  the  theme  is  “Living  as  Disci¬ 
ples  in  Our  Neighborhoods.”  This  theme 
has  been  set  to  focus  on  the  nearest  geo¬ 
graphic  area  —  the  neighborhood,  town, 
city  or  parish  where  we  live. 

The  worship  celebration  on  Oct.  11  can 
be  the  start  of  a  churchwide  emphasis  on 
your  congregation’s  neighborhood.  The 
theme  recognizes  the  vital  link  between 
who  we  are  as  Christians  and  where  we 
live. 

Laity  Sunday  is  a  special  day  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  ministry  of  the  laity  —  the 
ministry  of  the  people  of  God  in  a  prima¬ 
ry  setting  for  our  ministry:  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  or  community  in  which  we  live. 


LAITY  SUNDAY  1987 


LIVING  AS 
DISCIPLES 


NEIGHBORHOODS 


Proclaiming  Liberty  — 


Peace  With  Justice  Week  Arrives 


In  1753,  William  Penn  and  his  Quaker 
community  began  to  use  a  bell  that  had 
been  cast  with  the  words  from  Leviticus 
25:  “Proclaim  liberty  throughout  the 
land  to  all  the  inhabitants.”  These  words 
come  to  us  as  familiar  sounds;  especially 
the  word  “liberty."  But  what  did  these 
words  mean  to  those  who  inscribed  them 
on  the  liberty  bell?  What  meaning  do 
they  hold  for  us  today  as  we  prepare  to 
celebrate  Peace  with  Justice  Week  in  its 
Fifth  Anniversary  Year? 

As  Peace  with  Justice  Week  1987  ap¬ 
proaches,  and  faith  communities  take  up 
the  issue  of  the  jubilee  in  worship,  study 
and  action,  it’s  important  for  people  in¬ 
volved  in  faith  communities  to  consider 
the  question,  “Who  is  my  neighbor?”  Or 
to  put  it  another  way:  "Where  is  my  com¬ 
munity?”  It  is  inevitable  that  the  con¬ 
cept  of  community  become  part  of  this 
picture.  The  entire  concept  of  the  jubilee, 
in  fact,  is'intimately  related  to  the  bibli¬ 
cal  understanding  of  what  it  means  for 
people  to  be  together  in  community. 

The  call  of  the  jubilee  is  an  expression 
of  the  human  yearning  for  wholeness  and 
reconciliation,  a  voice  of  hope  for  an  en¬ 
vironment  in  which  opportunities  for 
change  and  growth  are  a  dynamic  pres¬ 
ence.  For  these  opportunities  to  become 
real,  people  within  the  community  need 
to  join  together  as  participants  in  the 
process  of  being  in  community.  People 
must  risk  caring  for  one  another. 


Today,  throughout  the  United  States, 
millions  of  people  become  nameless, 
faceless,  even  to  the  point  of  stepping 
over  sisters  and  brothers  who  lay  sleep¬ 
ing  on  the  floors  of  the  train  and  bus  sta¬ 
tions,  and  in  doorways  where  we  would 
rather  not  look.  In  rural  areas,  farms, 
businesses  and  homes  are  disappearing 
while  people  sit  bewildered  and  fright¬ 
ened.  It’s  a  depressing,  even  overwhelm¬ 
ing  scenario.  How  can  small  groups  and 
individuals  participate  in  communities 
that  will  answer  God’s  Jubilee  challenge 
to  alleviate  suffering? 

The  answers,  unfortunately,  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  with  easy  instructions  to  do  this  or 
that.  It’s  one  of  the  great  mysteries  of 
faith  that  that  which  is  most  difficult  to 
do  seems  also  to  be  the  simplest.  The  an¬ 
swer  is  for  people  of  faith  to  participate 
in  the  lives  of  those  around  them.  That  is, 
to  actively  care.  Caring  participation  in 
the  lives  of  the  hungry  and  the  homeless, 
the  poor  and  the  dispossessed  may  not  be 
easy,  but  it  is  simple;  and  it  is  happening 
all  around  the  United  States. 

In  churches,  synagogues,  and  meeting 
houses,  people  of  faith  are  opening  soup 
kitchens  to  feed  the  hungry.  Homeless 
shelters,  sanctuary  centers,  literacy  pro¬ 
grams,  and  other  ways  to  participate  in 
the  community  of  faith  are  springing  up 
in  many  different  communities.  What  is 
the  situation  in  your  town  or  city?  Look 
around.  Are  there  problems  that  can  be 


addressed  by  your  caring  participation? 

One  community  came  together  to 
form  a  housing  improvement  group 
These  people  give  their  time  and  energy 
working  on  improving  low-income  prop¬ 
erties  and  making  them  available  to 
families  who  would  otherwise  be  exclud¬ 
ed  from  housing.  There  are  as  many  op¬ 
tions  for  community  involvement  as 
there  are  needs  within  the  community.  A 
community  could  sponsor  a  youth  center, 
providing  both  recreational  and  educa¬ 
tional  assistance  to  young  people  where 
such  resources  are  scarce  or  non-exis¬ 
tent.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  form  a 
support  group  for  unemployed  and  un¬ 
der-employed  people.  The  possibilities 
for  participating  in  the  jubilee  are  virtu¬ 
ally  endless. 

During  Peace  with  Justice  Week,  con¬ 
sider  your  congregation’s  involvement  in 
the  community.  It’s  a  good  opportunity 
to  invite  a  speaker  to  come  and  give  a 
presentation  on  homelessness  in  your 
town  or  city.  Clergy  could  lead  classes 
during  the  Week,  looking  into  the  reli¬ 
gious  basis  for  doing  justice.  Perhaps  a 
biblical  study  of  the  jubilee  tradition 
would  provide  an  empowering  base  for 
an  adult  class. 

God’s  vision  of  human  community  and 
wholeness  is  central  to  Peace  with  Jus¬ 
tice  Week.  It  is  a  vision  of  shalom  that 
includes  the  concern  and  participation  of 
all  people  of  faith. 


Peace  with  Justice 
Week  1987 

October  16-24 


“. .  .  Proclaim  liberty  to 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land. . .  it  shall  be  a 
jubilee  for  you.  . . 

— Leviticus  25 

For  more  information: 

Peace  with  Justice  Week 
Room  712,  475  Riverside  Dr. 
New  York,  NY  10115 
tel:  212  870-3347. 


Neely  UMC  Breaks  Ground  for  New  Church 


IMPORTANT  DISCUSSION  —  The  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  met  at  the  Headquarters  Building  recently,  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Dr.  Phil  Woodland.  The  group  reviewed  its  past  accomplishments  and 
made  plans  for  its  spring  meeting.  One  of  the  main  programs  approved  at  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  meeting  was  to  have  a  Youth  Week  in  the  summer  of  1988  to  help  inform 
young  people  on  the  importance  and  significance  of  good  government. 


Ben  Oliphint 
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Great  happenings  are  going  on  at  Nee¬ 
ly  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery  and  the 
Neely  congregation  celebrated  their 
ground  breaking  with  a  special  worship 
service  and  ceremony  on  August  16.  The 
thetne  for  the  worship  service  was  “A 
CHARGE  TO  KEEP.”  “ 

'  Services  were  held  at  the  present  site 
with  more  than  300  guests  from  sur¬ 
rounding  churches  in  attendance.  Among 
those  guests  were;  State  Representative 
Joseph  Delpit,  of  Baton  Rouge,  City 
Councilman  Gordon  Curry,  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  Dr.  Kirby  Vining  of  the  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge/Lafayette  district  and  other 
ministers  in  the  city. 

The  sermon  was  delivered  by  Dr. 
Moses  T.  Jackson,  pastor  of  Camphor 
United  Methodist  Church,  followed  by  a 
presentation  of  roses  and  a  plaque  to  the 
Building  Fund  Chairperson,  Mrs.  Portia 
LePage,  who  has  served  for  24  years. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  worship  ser¬ 
vices.  Rev.  Avery  and  Mrs.  LePage  led 
the  congregation  and  guests  to  the  future 
site  of  the  new  church,  which  will  be  lo¬ 
cated  at  1745  Thomas  Delpit  Drive.  After 
a  brief  ground  breaking  ceremony,  the 
nine  trustees  of  the  church,  each  with 
shovel  in  hand,  performed  the  official 
act  of  breaking  ground.  Construction  of 
the  new  Neely  United  Methodist  Church 
is  now  underway. 

The  success  of  this  endeavor  was  due 


A  Hymn  Festival  commemorating  200 
years  of  Methodist  singing  was  held  re¬ 
cently  at  St.  John's  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Hymns  were 
sung  highlighting  the  years  from  1784- 
1987.  Dr.  Jerry  Davidson  is  the  organist 
and  choir  master  and  Mrs.  Deborah 
Styles  is  director  of  the  handbell  choir. 
Rev.  Grayson  Watson  is  the  pastor  of  St. 
John’s. 

•  •  • 

St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge  held  an  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  Symposium  recently.  After 
careful  study,  evaluation  and  planning  of 
the  E.M.L.C.,  the  Planning  Committee 
with  the  assistance  of  Rev.  Roger 
Lathan,  Conference  Director  of  Special 
Ministries,  invited  four  persons  to  be 
members  of  the  panel.  They  were  Mr. 
Matt  Kawasaki  —  Asian,  Rev.  Marta 
Sanfiel  —  Hispanic,  Mrs.  Eva  Under¬ 
wood  —  Native  American  and  Rev. 
Wilmer  T.  Woodfork  —  Black.  Inez  W. 
Chrisentery  was  the  E.M.L.C.  Sympo¬ 
sium  Coordinator  and  Rev.  Kenneth  M. 
Fisher  is  the  pastor  at  St.  Mark. 

•  •  • 

An  overflow  crowd  of  some  430  wor¬ 
shippers  celebrated  Summer  Grove 
UMC’s  45th  anniversary  in  Shreveport 
recently.  Led  by  Senior  Minister  Don 
Cottrill,  the  church  honored  charter 
member  Grace  Fridge,  recognized  those 
who  received  perfect  attendance  pins, 
recognized  all  who  had  joined  in  the  past 
year  and  gave  Bibles  to  the  new  third 
grade  children.  The  church,  which  has 
realized  a  55  percent  growth  in  the  past 
five  years,  also  set  forth  a  five-year  plan 
for  the  future  including  plans  for  a  new 
sanctuary  to  be  ready  for  the  50th  cele¬ 
bration.  Today,  the  church  boasts  a  pre¬ 
school,  a  mothers  day  out  program,  a 


to  the  dedicated  work  of  the  pastor,  com¬ 
mittee  members  and  the  fine  leadership 
of  the  chairperson,  Jean  Dyer. 

The  Neely  congregation  and  clergy 
are  appreciative  for  the  large  numbers 


of  friends,  relatives  and  ministers  who 
came  for  the  event.  Neely  has  received 
words  from  many  saying  they  enjoyed 
everything,  including  the  homemade  ice 
cream  and  cake  that  was  served  to  all. 


The  Methodists  at  Neely  UMC  are 
grateful  for  the  contributions  received 
for  their  Building  Fund.  Any  persons  in¬ 
terested  in  making  a  contribution  may 
still  do  so. 


vvr- ; ’  * 
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NEW  CHURCH  FOR  NEELY  —  A  ground  breaking  ceremony  took  place  at  the  site  for  the  future  Neely  UMC.  Pictured  are 
participants  in  the  ceremony,  from  1  to  r,  District  Superintendent  Dr.  Kirby  Vining,  Portia  Conrad  LePage,  Sandra  T.  Marshall, 
Sam  Banks,  Effie  Brooks,  Karen  Jackson.  Carev  Woods  Jr..  Marie  Koenbacher.  Sherman  Dyer  and  Gwynn  Shamlin. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


series  of  exercise  classes  and  an  active 
Seniors  program  in  addition  to  its  well- 
known  quilting  group.  The  Rev.  Bob 
Crichlow  is  associate  minister. 

St.  Andrew’s  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge 
held  their  Annual  Family  Fun  Day  re¬ 
cently.  The  day  started  with  a  5K  run 
and  a  one  mile  fun  run,  with  trophies  and 
awards  being  presented  to  the  winners  in 
several  categories.  The  fun  continued 
throughout  the  day  with  games,  food,  a 
bake  sale  and  live  music.  A  great  time 
was  had  by  all.  Rev.  Fred  Wideman  is 
the  pastor  at  St.  Andrew’s. 

The  Washington  Parish  Ministerial 
Alliance  has  formed  an  independent 
Food  Bank.  Spokesperson  for  the  Alli¬ 
ance,  Rev.  John  M.  Johns,  said  the  Food 
Bank  used  the  month  of  September  to 
gather  food  for  distribution  and  ready 
the  new  facility  for  opening.  The  com¬ 
munity  and  individuals  are  invited  to  do¬ 
nate  funds  or  food  to  help,  and  are 
encouraging  social  and  civic  organiza¬ 
tions  in  the  Washington  Parish  area,  to 
join  the  effort.  Rev.  Johns  is  the  minister 
at  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC. 

The  Faithful-New  River  charge  of  St. 
Amant,  had  an  outstanding  combined  Va¬ 
cation  Bible  School  this  past  summer, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  69  each 
night.  The  younger  classes  learned  a 
great  deal  about  Paul  and  baptism.  The 
Youth  Group,  the  oldest  class,  concen¬ 
trated  strongly  on  the  study  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  His  personal  meaning  in  the 
lives  of  each  of  the  students.  It  was  an  in¬ 
teresting  week,  impressing  on  the  young 
people  the  importance  of  committing 
their  lives  to  God  and  his  Will.  The  Faith- 
fiul-New  River  charge  is  very  proud  of 


their  young  people.  Rev.  Jay  V.  Daigle 
Sr.  is  the  pastor  of  the  two  churches. 

Munholland  UMC  in  Metairie  enjoyed 
a  good  Vacation  Bible  School  experience 
this  past  summer,  holding  two  weeks  of 
school  at  different  points  in  the  summer. 
There  were  220  children  and  60  youth 
and  adults  participating,  who  together 
raised  a  total  of  $177.22  for  the  UM  Chil¬ 
dren’s  fund  for  Christian  Mission.  Lylln 
G.  Craig  is  the  Director  of  Children’s 
Ministries  and  Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir  is 
the  minister  at  Munholland. 


Westlake  UMC  is  holding  their  West 
Fest  ’87  Saturday,  October  3,  from  9  a.m. 
until  4  p.m.  The  day  features  fun  for  all, 
including  an  auction  which  begins  at  3:30 
p.m.,  a  bake  sale,  arts  and  crafts,  food 
booths,  a  bicycle  rodeo  and  a  dunking 
booth.  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell  is  minister  at 
Westlake. 


Carrollton  United  Methodist  Women 
of  New  Orleans,  hosted  the  New  Orleans/ 
Houma  District  Mini-School  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Mission  recently,  for  65  registrants. 
Program  participants  were  Ms.  Dolores 
Giles,  mistress  of  ceremonies;  Ms.  Helen 
B.  Johnson,  district  president;  Ms.  Hilda 
Poppell,  Carrollton  UMW  president;  Rev. 
Charles  Crews,  Carrollton  Education  di¬ 
rector;  Ms.  Lottie  Palazzo,  District  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Program  Resources;  and  the 
Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  pastor  of  Bethany 
UMC.  The  studies  included  "Peoples  and 
Churches  of  the  USSR,”  “Toward  Health 
and  Wholeness,”  and  “The  Acts  of  the 
Apostles."  Rev.  Leland  Wade  is  the  min¬ 
ister  at  Carrollton. 

•  •  * 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  St. 
Stephen’s  UMC  in  Bossier  City  held  a 
Brunch-Crafts  Demonstration  event  Sep¬ 
tember  27.  After  a  tasty  meal,  partici¬ 
pants  learned  to  make  half  a  dozen  craft 
items.  The  ticket  money  will  be  used  to 
generate  funds  for  the  unit’s  holiday  mis¬ 
sion  projects.  Rev.  Hulen  Warren  is  pas¬ 
tor  at  St.  Stephen’s. 


Information 
Needed  Soon 

The  program  to  address  the  needs 
of  Louisiana  Families  in  Poverty, 
which  was  approved  by  the  Annual 
Conference  session  in  June,  wishes 
to  receive  detailed,  complete  infor¬ 
mation  about  any  community  out¬ 
reach  programs  affecting  those  in 
poverty  in  which  our  local  churches 
are  newly  involved. 

The  intention  is  to  feature  these  pro¬ 
grams  in  future  issues  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist,  as  well  as  to 
provide  a  sharing  network  to  make 
all  churches  aware  of  what  is  being 
done. 

Please  send  this  information  to 
Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  at  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  La..  70802. 


In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Essie  S.  Carrington,  wife  of 
the  late  Rev.  Lovice  Alton  Carring¬ 
ton,  died  September  12,  1987.  She 
was  83  years  old. 
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A  UMR Interview 

‘It  isn’t  always  necessary  for  Christians 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  The  following  in¬ 
terview  with  Dr.  Haviland  C.  Houston, 
general  secretary  of  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  since  1982,  was 
conducted  by  Associate  Editor  Stephen 
L.  Swecker.  The  interview  took  place  af¬ 
ter  Dr.  Houston’s  announcement  during 
the  summer  that  she  would  not  accept 
renomination  as  the  board’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  She  is  on  study  leave  until  her  term 
expires  Dec.  31. 

Dr.  Houston  is  the  first  woman  and 
first  lay  chief  executive  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  social-action  agency.  She  has 
served  as  associate  general  secretary  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  and 
was  a  special  assistant  in  the  federal 
ACTION  agency  during  President  Car¬ 
ter’s  administration. 

REPORTER:  Your  leadership  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
has  been  generally  affirmed.  And 
there's  been  no  public  indication  that 
you  were  under  pressure  to  leave.  Why 
did  you  decide  not  to  accept  renomina¬ 
tion  as  general  secretary? 

DR.  HOUSTON:  Actually.  I  made  the 
decision  more  than  a  year  ago.  I  will 
have  been  with  the  board  for  six  years 
when  my  study  leave  ends.  I  feel  I’ve 
made  my  contribution  and  now  it’s  time 
to  move  on.  There  was  no  pressure  from 
the  board  of  directors  to  leave.  We’ve 
been  through  some  tough  times,  but  the 
decision  was  my  own. 

I  imagine  one  of  those  tough  times 
happened  at  the  beginning  of  your  term. 
You  came  to  your  position  following  a 
traumatic  event,  the  sudden  death  of 
your  predecessor.  Dr.  George  Outen. 
What  was  it  like  to  assume  leadership  of 
the  board  under  those  circumstances? 

I  found  a  board  that  had  been  through 
and  was  going  through  an  awful  lot  of 
change.  Not  only  had  it  suffered  the 
death  of  the  general  secretary  at  an  ear¬ 
ly  age— that  in  itself  would’ve  been 
enough— but  it  had  been  through  a  mas¬ 
sive  reorganization. 

Some  staff  had  been  terminated.  Some 
had  been  brought  on  board  who  had  nev¬ 
er  worked  in  that  type  organization.  The 
agency  had  been  without  a  general  sec¬ 
retary  for  a  full  year  (following  Dr.  Ou- 


ten’s  death).  It  was  an  awful  lot  of 
trauma,  almost  too  much. 

Can  you  give  an  example? 

The  most  dramatic  in  those  early 
months  involved  a  distressed  staff  mem¬ 
ber.  She  came  into  my  office  and  re¬ 
leased  all  sorts  of  negative  feelings— 
anger  about  the  restructuring,  anger  at 
George  Outen  for  dying  — things  she 
hadn't  overcome  even  after  a  year.  I  re¬ 
alized  then  that  my  job  had  to  be  to  build 
a  bridge  so  the  agency  could  get  over  its 
past  and  become  more  productive. 

Would  you  agree  that  your  tenure 
came  at  a  time  when  Christian  social 
concerns  were  not  the  highest  item  on 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  agenda? 
If  so,  what  were  the  implications  for 
your  leadership? 

That  is  probably  right.  In  fact,  that's 
what  the  board  said  to  me.  This  agency 
has  not  been  particularly  well-liked 
across  the  church.  It  needed  somebody  to 
give  the  board  a  strong  educational  base 
so  that  church  members  could  get  a  bet¬ 
ter  idea  of  why  we  exist  and  a  better 
foundation  for  implementing  the 
church’s  social  concerns. 

How  successful  have  you  been? 

I  think  we've  made  progress.  We  have 
developed  a  solid  set  of  resources  that  can 
be  used  in  Sunday-school  and  Bible-study 
classes.  Those  resources  give  church 
members  a  much  better  understanding  of 
the  Book  of  Discipline,  the  Book  of  Resolu¬ 
tions  and  the  Scriptures.  The  “Faithful 
Witness  Series”  is  an  outstanding  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  church  that  the  board  has  devel¬ 
oped  during  my  time  here. 

Also,  we  pushed  for  getting  all  the  val¬ 
id  resolutions  passed  at  previous  General 
Conferences  published  in  one  volume 
along  with  the  most  recent  resolutions. 
The  1984  Book  of  Resolutions  is  the  first 
time  the  church  has  had  all  its  valid  res¬ 
olutions  published  in  single  volume. 

Other  accomplishments? 

Besides  the  study  documents  and  vid¬ 
eos  on  the  Social  Principles,  I’d  point  to 
our  increased  networking  ability.  That’s 
really  critical  in  this  agency  because  of 
the  type  of  work  we’re  required  to  do. 
We  have  greatly  increased  our  ability  to 


Haviland  C.  Houston 
Leaving  Board  of  Church  and  Society 


network  with  annual  conferences  and  lo¬ 
cal  churches  on  particular  issues. 

What  do  you  mean  by  “networking”? 

I’ve  often  said  to  people  that  they  need 
four  books  to  do  their  work:  The  Bible  is 
the  first.  Next  are  the  Book  of  Discipline 
and  Book  of  Resolutions.  Finally,  you 
need  your  address  book.  The  more  you 
fill  it  up,  I  tell  them,  the  better  able  we 
are  to  mobilize  our  energies  and  re¬ 
sources.  In  other  words,  networking  is 
connecting  up  with  people,  both  within 
the  denomination  and  within  the  ecu¬ 
menical  community. 

What’s  changed  most  at  the  board 
during  your  tenure? 

First,  I’d  say  if  this  board  perceives  it¬ 
self  to  be  greatly  disliked  or  even  hat¬ 
ed— if  that  was  ever  true— it’s  no  longer 
true.  I  have  found  a  real  openness  and 
willingness  among  United  Methodists  to 
grapple  with  social  issues  in  light  of  the 
Gospel.  In  fact,  church  members  are 


asking  for  more  resources  and  leader¬ 
ship  than  this  board  can  provide. 

Before  the  1984  General  Conference 
the  feeling  among  our  elected  directors 
and  staff  seemed  to  be  that  we  had  to  be 
disliked  to  be  effective.  The  popular  atti¬ 
tude  was,  “If  you’re  not  in  a  confronta¬ 
tion  position,  you’re  not  working  for 
justice.”  We’d  say  to  ourselves,  “Well, 
you  know  the  General  Conference 
doesn’t  like  anything  we  do." 

But  the  1984  General  Conference 
doesn’t  reflect  that.  All  but  one  of  our 
resolutions  were  passed.  We  just  can’t 
say  any  more  that  “you  must  be  greatly 
disliked  to  be  prophetic."  It  is  not  always 
necessary  for  one  to  be  an  adversary. 

Even  so,  apathy  is  really  a  struggle. 
The  directors  and  staff  deal  with  that  all 
the  time.  The  1980s  have  not  been  like 
the  ’60s  and  70s.  It’s  been  a  tough  time 
and  strange  time  in  many  ways  for  deal¬ 
ing  with  Christian  social  concerns. 

What  would  you  do  differently  if  you 
could  do  it  again? 

Three  or  four  things  still  need  to  be  ad¬ 
dressed. 

First,  I  think  the  board— both  elected 
directors  and  staff— needs  to  struggle 
with  the  whole  issue  of  strategy  and  how 
to  strategize  more  effectively  around  is¬ 
sues.  We  tend  to  think,  "Well,  if  we’ve 
made  the  witness  and  said  the  right 
words,  we've  been  faithful.”  I  believe 
that’s  important,  but  I  believe  more  than 
that  is  needed.  We  need  for  our  actions  to 
be  strategically  effective. 

Second,  I  think  the  word  “advocacy" 
has  become  garbled  both  for  us  and  for 
others  in  the  denomination.  It  needs  to  be 
defined  much  more  effectively.  Advoca¬ 
cy  deals  with  addressing  policy-making 
in  legislative  bodies  in  our  society.  Many 
people  think  that  if  we  just  educate  peo¬ 
ple  about  this  or  that  issue,  they  auto¬ 
matically  become  advocates— a  kind  of 
"trickle-down"  theory.  That’s  not  so. 

Third,  our  agency  needs  closer  rela¬ 
tionships  with  UM  seminaries.  We  don’t 
have  a  hostile  relationship,  but  that’s 
certainly  an  area  that  needs  to  be  great¬ 
ly  improved.  We  need  to  be  aware  of 
what  is  being  taught,  to  visit  and  meet 
with  UM  students.  We’re  doing  some  of 
that,  but  we  need  to  do  it  on  a  more  con¬ 


to  be  adversaries’ 


sistent  and  thorough  basis. 

Finally,  the  agency  has  too  limited 
funds  for  the  kind  of  theological  reflec¬ 
tion  and  academic  research  we  need  to 
do  more  of.  We  ask  our  staff  to  do  too 
many  different  things.  We're  severely 
limited  as  to  the  kinds  of  in-depth  re¬ 
search  that  need  to  be  done  involving 
church-state  relations  and  medical  eth¬ 
ics,  just  to  name  a  few  areas. 

During  your  time  with  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  with  whom  or  what 
have  you  most  had  to  struggle? 

An  honest  answer  would  have  to  be  the 
struggle  within  the  staff— to  get  a  staff 
that  could  be  unified  and  on  a  track  that 
they  can  feel  right  and  good  about. 

After  that,  I  guess  it  would  be  the 
board  of  directors. 

The  board  probably  reflects  a  neces¬ 
sary  tension  within  the  denomination, 
and  that  internal  confrontation  has  to  be 
represented.  But  I  guess  I  don’t  really 
think  the  enemy  is  “out  there.”  It  is  with¬ 
in  ourselves. 

Our  tension  has  to  stay  in  balance.  If  it 
gets  to  be  too  much,  we  spend  too  much 
time  and  energy  dealing  with  internal  re¬ 
lationships.  Our  energy  is  then  dissipat¬ 
ed.  Then  the  tension  becomes  the  object, 
not  your  mission. 

What  will  be  your  legacy  to  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society? 

I  hope  they  will  recall  that  we  were 
very  open  and  honest  about  the  issues 
and  that  we  put  it  all  on  top  of  the  table. 
And  that  I  said  to  the  church  that  I’m  not 
as  interested  in  giving  you  answers  as  I 
am  in  raising  questions  in  light  of  the 
Gospel.  Struggle  with  questions  and  the 
Gospel.  Talk  about  God.  I  hope  someone 
will  remember  this:  Pat  answers  are  not 
needed  as  much  as  good  questions. 

What  kind  of  person  should  follow  you 
as  General  Secretary? 

I  would  try  to  find  somebody  who  has 
done  a  lot  of  study  and  research  in  social 
ethics  and  is  theologically  and  biblically 
well-rounded,  perhaps  with  an  advanced 
degree  in  social  ethics.  That’s  where  the 
need  will  be. 

What  is  your  parting  word  to  the  staff 
and  board? 


Two  things.  First,  I’d  remind  them  of 
the  words  to  two  competing  British  gen¬ 
erals  being  introduced  at  the  Battle  of 
Trafalgar:  “Shake  hands  men.  The  ene¬ 
my’s  over  there." 

Second,  I  would  remind  them  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  by  its  own  pro¬ 
nouncements  and  statements  has  issued 
an  invitation  to  the  poor  and  powerless 
in  our  society  and  world.  I  hope  that  we 
won’t  betray  their  trust. 

A  lot  of  times  people  in  our  church  say 
the  social  issues  are  causing  the  demise  in 
membership.  In  a  few  instances,  I’m  sure 
that's  true.  But  it’s  my  observation  that  it’s 
not  what  we’re  doing,  but  what  we’re  not 
doing— what’s  absent— in  the  life  of  our 
denomination  that’s  giving  us  problems: 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  can  make  its  best  contribution  only 
to  a  church  that  is  spiritually  healthy 
and  whole.  When  congregations  and  indi¬ 
viduals  are  struggling  with  their  own 
spiritual  lives,  there  can’t  help  but  be 
discord  when  they’re  confronted  with  so¬ 
cial  issues. 

What  is  absent  is  affecting  us  more 
than  what  is  present.  Lack  of  vital  wor¬ 
ship  is  one  key.  Another  is  the  lack  of  en¬ 
ergizing  education  programs,  including 
serious  Bible  study  and  theological  study. 
Another  is  the  lack  of  established  and  on¬ 
going  leadership  training.  And  finally 
there’s  the  lack  of  laughter  and  tears. 

We  know  how  to  do  something  aboiit 
these  things,  and  we  need  to  do  some¬ 
thing  about  them  to  bring  renewal  to  our 
denomination. 

For  example,  Anglo  churches  can 
learn  a  lot  from  ethnic-minority 
churches  about  worship.  We  need  to  be 
more  open  to  the  gifts  that  can  be 
brought  to  us  from  other  traditions. 

What’s  next  for  you? 

I’m  going  to  take  some  personal  time 
and  do  some  reflecting.  Esther  has  been 
one  of  my  favorite  characters  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble.  If  I  can,  I’d  like  to  put  together  a 
book  on  Esther  about  personal  power 
and  the  stewardship  of  personal  power. 
Also  speaking,  teaching,  leading  of  work¬ 
shops.  I  don’t  know  what  kind  of  “real 
job”  I’ll  have.  I’m  going  out  on  a  limb 
right  now.  I  want  some  time  to  reflect. 


Christian  leadership:  Benchmarks 


An  interview  elsewhere  on  this  page 
with  Haviland  Houston  may  surprise 
you — particularly  if  you  are  among  those 
who  assume  church  bureaucrats  are  out 
of  touch  with  grass-roots  concerns. 

But  Dr.  Houston,  outgoing  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  offers  insights  that  have  practi¬ 
cal  implications  for  all  levels  of  church 
life,  including  local  congregations. 

In  fact,  her  example  and  words  pro¬ 
vide  some  benchmarks  for  Christian  life 
and  leadership  that  merit  widespread 
consideration  and  implementation. 
Here's  how  we  have  distilled  those 
benchmarks: 

1.  Emphasize  the  basic  importance  of 
responding  to  human  need. 

It  became  apparent  to  Dr.  Houston 
that  one  of  her  primary  tasks  as  the  so¬ 
cial-action  agency’s  leader  was  to  pro¬ 
mote  healing  among  her  staff  and  board 
members.  That  need  stemmed  from  the 
sudden  death  of  her  predecessor,  result¬ 
ing  in  much  unresolved  grief  and  anger. 

Her  response  was  consistent  with  our 
Lord’s  pattern  of  meeting  people  “where 
they  are."  Christian  compassion  alone 
should  motivate  such  an  approach.  From 
a  practical  standpoint  of  leading  others 
in  loving  Christian  service,  any  of  us  is 
more  likely  to  hear  and  respond  to  the 
call  to  serve  others  when  we  have  expe¬ 
rienced  such  service  ourselves. 


2.  View  conflict  as  a  legitimate  part 
of  Christian  experience  but  not  as  an 
end  in  itself. 

Dr.  Houston  recognizes  that  "tension” 
is  a  normal  part  of  group  life.  It  would  be 
unrealistic  to  expect  that  a  church  agen¬ 
cy— or  even  a  congregation— would  not 
experience  some  conflict.  But  she  rightly 
observes  that  preoccupation  with  conflict 
can  and  does  detract  congregations  and 
other  church  groups  from  the  more  basic 
task  of  expanding  the  Christian  witness. 

Our  Lord  did  not  sidestep  conflict  nor 
did  He  mandate  that  His  followers  do  so. 
Conflict  or  “tension”— between  individ¬ 
uals,  within  congregations  and  among 
groups— over  legitimate  differences  can 
be  a  healthy  step  toward  gaining  a  fuller 
grasp  of  truth.  For  Christians,  however, 
our  goal  should  be  to  move  beyond  con¬ 
flict  toward  reconciliation  and  healing. 

3.  Promote  both  spiritual  vitality  and 
social  witness  as  equally  essential  parts 
of  our  call  to  follow  Christ. 

Dr.  Houston  rightly  rejects  the  often- 
expressed  view  that  our  denomination’s 
steady  membership  decline  results  from 
our  church’s  stance  on  social  concerns.  A 
more  likely  explanation,  she  says,  is  a 
pervasive  lack  of  spiritual  vitality.  It’s 
“not  what  we  have,  but  what's  missing”— 
spiritual  health— that  is  the  root  of  our 
ongoing  membership  loss,  she  says. 

Where  such  health  is  missing,  as  evi¬ 
denced  by  lifeless  worship,  lack  of  caring, 
low  enthusiasm,  etc.,  omitting  a  witness 
to  the  Gospel’s  social  implications  is  un¬ 
likely  to  improve  participation. 

Where  there’s  a  core  of  spiritual  vitali¬ 
ty.  rooted  in  prayer  and  study  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  it’s  similarly  unlikely  that  attention 
to  social  concerns  will  drive  people  away. 

It's  far  more  likely  that  spiritually 
healthy  people  and  congregations  will  wel¬ 
come  and  respond  to  an  emphasis  on  the 
“outward  journey"  of  social  involvement 
as  a  necessary  complement  to  the  “inward 
journey"  toward  spiritual  well-being. 

We  would  hope  that  any  Christian  life 
would  reflect  such  benchmarks.  For  Chris¬ 
tian  leaders,  they  are  absolutely  essential. 
As  church  members  and  leaders,  we 
should  ponder  how  they  apply  to  our  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  put  them  into  practice. 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new 
edition  in  Roswell,  N.M. 

The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read¬ 
ers  about  950  member-families  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ros¬ 
well,  N.M.  (New  Mexico  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church's  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Roswell,  we 
say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative  and  that  you  will  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


I  am  REPQRIERJ 

Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III;  Richard  Stark,  Executive 
Assistant;  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel:  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  Bailey,  Circulation  Director; 
Richard  Beaty,  Comptroller;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Don  Small,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions:  Kay  Fielder, 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  John  A. 
Lovelace,  Managing  Editor;  Douglas 
Cannon.  Glen  Larum,  Roberta  Sapping-: 
ton,  Stephen  Swecker,  Associate  Edi¬ 
tors;  Susan  Aguren,  Denise  Stovall, 
Staff  Writers;  Production:  Sharon  Fo¬ 
ley,  Composition  Manager;  Jean  Prall, 
Journals  Manager;  Cecil  Copeland, 
Data  Processing  &  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500), 
owned  by  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the 
Newspaper  Division,  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce  St.,  Dallas, 
Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  140-year  tra¬ 
dition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The  Re¬ 
porter  maintains  no  official  ties  to  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Re¬ 
porter  does  serve  as  the  official  publication  for  34 
annual  conferences  that  publish  special  regional 
editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editori¬ 
al  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of 
information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the 
pluralism  of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opin¬ 
ions  are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or 
the  conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  repre¬ 
sent  the  views  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff. 
Signed  letters  and  opinion  articles  reflect  the 
views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  Reporter  staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  before 
acceptance  but  are  not  editorially  endorsed. 

Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:  (214)  630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 

Individual  subscriptions:  $15  per  year  for  na¬ 
tional  edition;  rates  for  annual  conference  editions 
available  upon  request. 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas.  Texas 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to:  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Alternatives  are  needed  to  a  grape  boycott 


To  the  Editor: 

How  “decisive"  were  the  voting  mar¬ 
gins  on  the  table  grape  general  boycott 
issue  in  California?  (see  UMR,  Sept.  11). 

The  California-Pacific  conference 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  put  the  gen¬ 
eral  board’s  proposal  for  boycott  en¬ 
dorsement  to  the  test.  , 

At  the  close  of  the  debate  before  a  legis¬ 
lative  session,  fairly  representing  the  whole 
conference,  the  boycott  endorsement  was 
rejected  79  percent  to  21  percent. 

The  California-Nevada  conference’s 
legislative  section  voted  64-14  (82  per¬ 
cent)  for  no  boycott  endorsement.  In  both 
conferences,  there  was  no  count  taken  in 
the  plenary  session,  but  the  bishop  didn't 
have  to  look  twice  at  the  hands  raised  to 
know  that  the  legislative  sessions  were 
sustained. 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety’s  arguments  don’t  hold  up  under 
close  examination.  The  board’s  directors 
should  come  back  with  realistic  and  fair 
alternatives  to  the  general  boycott. 

Michael  T.  Brown 
Hughson,  California 


California  UMs  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Sept.  11  "Here  I  Stand"  article  on 
the  California  table  grape  boycott  high¬ 
lights  a  growing  awareness  and  concern 
outside  California.  It’s  not  just  California 
United  Methodists  who  reject  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society’s  boycott ■*  - 

The  Yellowstone  conference  legisla¬ 
tive  section  voted  unanimously  (28-0)  to 
support  the  California-Nevada  confer¬ 
ence  position. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  conference  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  voted  to  endorse 
the  general  board’s  position,  but  the  con¬ 
ference  plenary  session  only  voted  to  sup¬ 
port  a  “selective”  boycott  at  the  call  of 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

At  a  critical  period  for  U.S.  agriculture, 
it  seems  the  general  board  has  lost  touch 
with  its  grass  roots.  If  it  can’t  convince  its 
longtime  boycott  supporters  in  Billings, 
Denver,  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles, 
how  can  it  speak  with  any  authority  to  Bal¬ 
timore,  Dallas,  St.  Louis  or  Kansas  City? 

Grover  T.  Briggs 
Shelby,  Montana 


My  Witness 

God  is  faithful  to  promises 
if  we  put  our  trust  in  Him 


By  NORMA  MARIE  DAVIS 

I  saw  them  first  in  mid-January  dur¬ 
ing  Chicago’s  crudest  day  of  winter. 
They  were  running  across  the  parking  lot 
of  the  hospital  to  the 
emergency  room.  jHH mk 

Living  in  Chicago 
and  working  in  Chica- 
go  hospitals.  I  have 
become  accustomed 
to  seeing  this  scene.  I 
seldom  see  the  same 
people  twice,  but  this  > 
mother  and  her  child  Norma  Davis 
were  strangely  different. 

My  heart  went  out  to  the  child  and  moth¬ 
er.  How  could  they  possibly  survive  the  bit¬ 
ter  cold?  But  I  guess  they  had  no  choice. 

As  I  walked  down  the  corridor  of  the 
hospital,  I  could  see  this  mother  and 
baby  heading  toward  the  emergency 
room  door.  She  clutched  the  baby  to  her. 

As  the  mother  was  trying  to  lay  the 
child  on  the  emergency  room  cart,  I  took 
the  child  from  the  mother. 

The  child  struggled  and  cried  until  her 
strength  was  gone.  I  thought  about  trust 
as  the  child  struggled  in  my  arms.  Then 
the  child,  able  to  struggle  no  longer,  lay 
whimpering  in  my  arms.  I  laid  her  down 
on  the  emergency  room  cart  and 
wrapped  her  with  a  blanket. 

I  asked  the  mother  what  happened  to 
her  daughter.  She  said  that  her  daughter 
had  been  abused  by  her  father  She  was 
so  frightened. 

"How  long  before  she'll  get  over 
that?”  the  mother  asked. 

•Never,  not  entirely,”  the  doctor  said. 
•Apparently  she's  been  badly  abused.” 

As  the  nurse  did  the  assessment  and 
the  doctor  examined  the  child,  I  knew 
the  child  would  be  admitted  to  the  unit. 
The  child  was  starting  to  wake  up  as  the 
doctor  examined  her  She  was  still  strug¬ 
gling  and  not  trusting  us. 

Looking  at  the  mother  and  talking  to 


her,  I  could  see  there  was  no  trust  in  this 
mother  toward  the  nurses  and  doctors. 

When  she  was  a  child,  something  ex¬ 
traordinary  happened  to  her,  so  she  did 
not  like  to  come  to  hospitals  or  come  in 
contact  with  nurses  or  doctors. 

As  her  daughter  was  admitted  to  the 
children's  unit,  I  went  with  the  mother  to 
her  daughter’s  bedside,  my  mind  filled 
with  questions.  These  strangers,  seem¬ 
ingly  from  nowhere,  why  did  the  mother 
approach  me  pleading  for  affection?  It 
seemed  we  had  something  in  common. 
We  were  both  afraid  to  trust. 

Gently  I  stroked  the  soft  ears  of  her 
daughter.  "You  can  trust  us,  dear,”  I  ut¬ 
tered  in  a  soft  voice.  "You  needn’t  be 
afraid,  ever  again.” 

She  allowed  us  to  minister  to  her  inju¬ 
ries,  but  when  we  reached  out  to  pet  her, 
she  feared  we  would  strike  her  as  her  fa¬ 
ther  had. 

I  wondered  if  perhaps  that  was  why 
her  head  was  tipped.  We  gave  up  trying 
to  pet  her. 

“She’ll  come  to  us  when  she’s  ready  to 
trust  us,”  I  said.  But  the  rejection  hurt.  I 
wondered  if  that’s  the  way  God  feels 
about  us,  when  we  fail  to  trust  Him. 
“Love  casteth  out  fear,”  I  said,  quoting  I 
John  4:18. 

Here  was  another  of  God’s  promises. 
Could  I  believe  this  one? 

A  few  days  passed,  and  she  reached  us. 

“I  do  love  you;  I’ll  always  love  you,"  I 
said,  snuggling  her  close. 

She  looked  up,  her  eyes  shining  with 
that  soft  light  that  comes  only  from  the 
heart.  “Me,  too!”  she  said. 

So  love  had  cast  out  fear,  just  as  the 
promise  says.  I  knew  then  that  God  is 
faithful  to  all  his  promises,  if  we  just 
trust  Him. 

Norma  Marie  Davis  is  a  member  of 
Fellowship  United  Methodist  Church, 
Chicago.  111.  (Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference) . 
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WFRE  8J4Y,  BUT 
ARE  WE  GETTING 
ANYWHERE? 


Elect  younger  bishops? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  the  list  of  the  bishops  re¬ 
tiring  in  1988  and  know  that  some  of 
them  have  served  only  one  four-year 
term. 

Isn’t  it  too  bad  that  they  have  gotten 
their  feet  wet  and  learned  all  about  their 
job  and  now  have  to  retire? 

Perhaps  we  United  Methodists  should 


review  some  thoughts  about  the  episco¬ 
pacy.  Should  we  elect  a  person  who 
would  be  able  to  serve  at  least  two  qua- 
drenna? 

Not  that  we  would  want  to  lose  any  ex¬ 
pertise  an  older  person  has,  but  surely 
there  are  younger  ministers  who  would 
qualify  for  the  office  and  could  serve 
more  than  one  quadrennium. 

Paul  Terry 
San  Angelo,  Texas 


MINISTRY 


Estes  Chapel  reveals  the  heartbeat  of  the  Asbury 
Seminary  experience 


Prepare  to  fulfill  your  call  to  effective  Christian  ministry  at  Asbury,  a  multi- 
denominational  seminary  where  faculty  and  students  embrace  biblical, 
Wesleyan  and  evangelical  beliefs. 


Accredited  degree  programs  include: 
Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Theology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Missiology 
Degrees  offered  by  the  University  of 
Kentucky  (cooperative): 

M.S.W..  Ph.D. 


Master  of  Arts  concentrations  in: 
Biblical  Studies 
Christian  Education 
Parish  Counseling 
Theological  Studies 
World  Mission  and  Evangelism 
Youth  Ministry 


Asbury  Seminary  training  for  Christian  ministry  prepares  you  to  make  a 
difference  for  Christ.  Contact  our  Admissions  Office  today  for  information  to 
help  plan  your  career  in  ministry. 


Call  1  800  2 -ASBURY 

TOLL  FREE 

In  Kentucky  (606)  858-3581  Ej»i»m  tim*  ion. 


I 


OCTOBER  2, 1987 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PAGE  3 


Hymnal  panel  keeps  wrestling  with  words  for  God 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

NASHVILLE— Who  is  God?  What  is 
;God  like? 

Is  God  Father?  Is  God  Mother?  Or  is 
God  like  a  father?  Like  a  mother?  Like  a 
rock? 

How  does  one  separate  the  essence  of 
.God  from  attributes  of  God? 

With  emotional  debate  on  questions 
like  those,  the  United  Methodist  Hymnal 
Revision  Committee  ended  its  next-to- 
.  last  meeting  Sept.  25. 

The  committee  is  to  return  to  Nashville 
Oct.  12*14  to  complete  work  on  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  projected  new  960-page  hymnal. 

Issues  of  God*language— names  for  the 
deity,  descriptions  of  the  Holy  One  and 
whether  those  must  almost  always  be 
masculine— have  dogged  the  committee 
since  its  beginning  three  years  ago. 

The  issue  remains  so  tense  within  the 
25-member  panel  that  one  piember  was 
reportedly  prepared  to  resign  if  any 
"Mother  God"  hymn  were  voted  in. 

Issue  remains 

The  committee  is  not  quite  out  of  the 
woods  on  that  issue. 

.  A  hymn  entitled  "Strong  Mother  God," 
written  last  April  by  the  contemporary 
British  poet  Brian  Wren,  remains  on  the 
committee’s  priority  list. 

Several  other  of  his  works  are  already 
accepted  by  the  panel,  none  posing  the  fem¬ 
inine  God-language  issue  quite  so  openly. 

The  committee  authorized  its  editor, 
the  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  to  ask  Mr. 
Wren  if  the  sequence  of  stanzas  might  be 
changed  so  that  the  last  stanza,  begin¬ 
ning  “Great,  living  God  . . .,’’  might  be- 
ebme  the  first  stanza  and  the  title 


changed  accordingly. 

Successive  stanzas  would  begin 
"Strong  mother  God  . . “Warm  father 
God  . . .,"  "Old,  aching  God  . . .,”  and 
"Young,  growing  God  . . .” 

‘Transitional’  language  used 

Regardless  of  how  this  one  hymn  is 
settled,  Dr.  Young  told  reporters  follow¬ 
ing  the  three-day  meeting  that  the  new 
hymnal  would  provide  a  "transitional 
language  base’’— changing  gender-exclu¬ 
sive  terms  to  inclusive  terms  in  several 
instances,  including  some  hymns  so  well 
known  that  they  are  referred  to  as  a  part 
of  the  church’s  “memory  bank." 

For  example,  the  popular  Christmas 
hymn  becomes  "Good  Christian  friends, 
rejoice  . . .”  rather  than  “Good  Christian 
men  . . . .” 

The  committee  stands  on  notice  that 
"the  God  language  issue  will  not  go 
away!"  That  assertion  came  in  a  15-min¬ 
ute  paper  presented  by  the  Rev.  Beryl 
Ingram-Ward  from  Bellevue,  Wash. 

Asserting  that  she  had  never  intended 
to  become  a  spokeswoman  for  the  issue, 
she  nonetheless  said: 

"There  are  some  of  us  for  whom  songs 
about  God  the  King,  Father  and  Master 
are  someone  else’s  songs,  songs  we  have 
sung  for  a  long,  long  time.  We  will  sing 
them  no  longer,"  The  firm  finality  of  her 
declaration  stunned  other  committee 
members  and  colored  the  rest  of  the 
meeting. 

Other  language  concerns  heard 

Sensitive  language  issues  the  committee 
has  faced  are  not  limited  to  names  of  or 
attributes  ofrJod.  Language’ of  militarism, 
racism  and  disabling  conditions  also  has 


Hymnal  at  a  glance 

•  Red  cover,  gold  lettering 

•  960  pages 

•  Pages  numbered  sequentially 
throughout  book 

•  625  hymn  selections  (vs.  552  in 
current  Book  of  Hymns) 
•675-page  hymn  section 

•  140-page  Psalter 

•  70-page  ritual 

•  65-page  index 

•  10-page  front  section 

•  Ethnic  mix  of  hymn  origins:  5 
Native  American,  15  Asian,  17 
Hispanic,  41  Afro-American 

•  76  gospel  texts  (more  than  dou¬ 
ble  Book  of  Hymns) 

•  Initial  press  run  1  million 

•  Expected  publication  date  Ad¬ 
vent  1989 
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been  debated,  deleted  or  changed. 

The  most  striking  instance  last  week 
was  the  committee’s  deletion  of  the 
verse  beginning  “Hear  him,  ye  deaf,  his 
praise,  ye  dumb  . . ."  from  the  Charles 
Wesley  hymn,  “0,  for  a  Thousand 
Tongues  to  Sing.” 

An  attempt  to  change  the  second 
phrase  to  "voiceless  ones"  was  voted 
down,  and  the  stanza  was  deleted.  Five 
other  familiar  stanzas  will  be  published 
with  the  familiar  hymn  tune. 

(The  entire  18  stanzas  of  the  hymn  had 
been  scheduled  for  inclusion  as  poetry, 
but  a  stanza  referring  to  “wash(itfg)  the 
ethiop  white"  is  being  deleted  because  of 


its  racial  implications). 

The  'militarism”  issue  rose  most 
clearly  in  a  final  vote  to  delete  "Stand 
Up,  Stand  Up  for  Jesus"  because  some 
committee  members  objected  to  its  ref¬ 
erence  to  "soldiers  of  the  cross,”  "Jesus’ 
army,"  etc.  Arguments  that  the  refer¬ 
ences  are  not  to  literal  armies  and  wars 
did  not  prevail,  and  the  hymn  will  not  be 
in  the  new  hymnal. 

Selections  adjusted 

In  its  final  selections  the  committee 
upgraded  several  hymns  from  probable 
deletion  to  No.  1  priority  for  inclusion. 

Among  those  "rescued”  and  now 


6 We  have  not  yet  gained  equity’ 

Women's  issues  agency  hears  of  progress ,  sets  probe  of  sexism  charge 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas— The  struggle 
ifor  the  rights  of  women  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  not  over,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  denomination’s  agency  for 
women’s  advocacy  said  last  week. 

"We  have  not  yet  gained  equity,”  the 
Rev.  H.  Sharon  Howell,  elected  head  of 
the  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women,  said  in  summing  up 
15  years  of  the  commission’s  work. 

,  But,  she  said  in  her  keynote  address, 
the  denomination  has  made  “some 
-  strong  movements"  toward  equality. 

As  examples  she  cited  the  increased 

•  number  of  women  elected  as  general  and 
jurisdictional  conference  delegates,  the 
number  of  women  attending  seminaries, 

•  the  increased  use  of  inclusive  language 
throughout  the  church  and  the,  commis¬ 
sion’s  own  activity  monitoring  and  act¬ 
ing  as  an  advocate  for  women’s  roles. 

But  Ms.  Howell,  director  of  the  Kansas 
;East  conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
also  noted  the  dearth  of  women  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  episcopacy— the  church’s 
highest  office — and  said  the  “old  net¬ 
work"  is  still  intact. 

;  Underscoring  Ms.  Howell’s  assessment, 
•commission  members  last  week: 

•  Agreed  to  investigate  a  charge  of 
job-related  sexism  at  UM-related  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology. 

•Considered  a  proposal  that  United 
Methodists  join  in  an  ecumenical  decade 
for  women. 

•  Agreed  to  offer  the  commission's 
study  paper  linking  homophobia  to  sexism 
to  General  Conference  delegates  through  a 
notice  in  the  agency’s  newsletter. 

•Approved  resolutions  to  go  to  the 
church’s  General  Conference  calling  for 


DENTISTS 

Needed  for  January 
mission  programs 
in  Guatemala,  Honduras, 
and  the  Philippines. 

For  information,  call  or  write: 
Chaplain  Fred  Lamar 
DePauw  University 
Greencastle,  IN  46135 
(tel.  317-658-4615). 


Help  put  the  missing 
piece  back  into 
psychiatric  treatment 

Traditional  psychiatric  treatment  has 
overlooked  the  important  part  spiritual 
concerns  play  in  the  make  up  of  the  patient 
as  a  whole  being.  At  AMI  Bellaire  Hos¬ 
pital,  we  believe  that  true  recovery  can  on¬ 
ly  be  accomplished  by  directly  engaging 
the  physical,  social,  mental  and  the  spir¬ 
itual  concerns  of  the  patient.  Because  all 
four  parts  are  interrelated  and  important  to 
the  development  of  the  whole  person,  we 
have  designed  a  treatment  program  that  in¬ 
corporates  Christian  principles  into  the 
treatment  process.  That  is  what  makes  the 
program  special,  what  sets  it  apart,  none  of 
its  pieces  are  missing. 

Were  looking  for  Psychiatric  Registered 
Nurses  (Staff  and  Charge  Nurses)  and  Psy¬ 
chiatric  Technicians  to  join  our  team  of 
committed  Christians.  All  positions  are  full 
time  and  require  2  years  of  ir.-patient  psy¬ 
chiatric  experience.  Nursing  positions  re¬ 
quire  a  current  Texas  license.  Technician 
positions  prefer  a  Degree  in  Behavioral 
Sciences. 

Please  send  your  resume  to  AMI  Bellaire 
Hospital,  Attn:  Personnel  Department, 
5314  Dashwood,  Houston,  Texas  77081. 
An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


/^IIVII  Bellaire  Hospital 


changes  in  church  law  involving  sexism- 
related  issues. 

The  commission’s  decision  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  termination  of  Dr.  Elizabeth 
Bettenhausen,  an  associate  professor  of 
theology  and  ethics  at  Boston  University, 
marks  the  return  of  the  agency  to  that 
campus  for  a  probe  of  sexism  charges. 

In  1983,  a  team  was  sent  to  investigate 
the  termination  of  another  woman  staff 
member  at  the  school. 

"The  coordinating  committee  deter¬ 
mined  that  there  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
sexism  to  warrant  a  new  investigation,” 
Ms.  Howell  told  commission  members. 

She  said  the  commission  plans  to  extend 
the  investigation  to  examine  the  “wider  is¬ 
sues  of  systemic  sexism,  which  appear  to 
be  unresolved  at  Boston  University.” 

Resolution  planned 

Commission  members,  building  on  the 
meeting  theme  “We’re  all  in  this  togeth¬ 
er,"  agreed  to  vote  by  mail  on  a  yet-to- 
be-drafted  resolution  to  General 
Conference  urging  United  Methodists  to 
join  in  a  World  Council  of  Churches’  call 
for  a  churches’  decade  for  women. 

The  World  Council,  in  a  statement  is¬ 
sued  by  its  Women  in  Church  and  Society 
agency,  chronicled  obstacles  that  face 
women  around  the  world— including  un¬ 
equal  economic  opportunities  and  other 
prevailing  forms  of  sexism. 

The  call  comes  on  the  heels  of  the 
United  Nations  decade  for  women. 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  a  liai¬ 
son  to  the  women’s  issues  commission 
from  the  denomination’s  General  Com¬ 
mission  of  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns,  described  the  new  call  as 
an  "umbrella”  to  cover  ecumenical  and 
United  Methodist  efforts  to  promote  the 
inclusion  of  women  in  churches. 

She  said  the  decade  is  to  be  launched 
around  Easter  and  would  precede  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  General  Con¬ 
ference,  which  meets  every  four  years  to 
set  church  policy. 

The  commission  is  expected  to  ask  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  promote  the 
launching  of  the  women’s  decade  before 
the  1988  General  Conference. 

Paper  not  mailed 

After  extensive  discussions,  the  com¬ 
mission  decided  not  to  mail  to  General 
Conference  delegates  the  commission’s 
controversial  paper  linking  ways  in 
which  sexism  and  homophobia  reinforce 


one  another. 

A  direct  mailing  of  the  “linkage”  pa¬ 
per  might  foster  the  erroneous  impres¬ 
sion  that  the  commission  was  a 
“one-issue  agency,”  said  the  Rev.  Randy 
Day,  a  district  superintendent  from  New 
York  City. 

Instead,  members  agreed  to  publish  a 
notice  in  the  commission’s  newsletter, 
"The  Flyer,”  as  part  of  a  comprehensive 
review  of  the  commission’s  activities 
during  the  past  four  years. 

The  notice  is  to  offer  the  study  paper 
and  an  accompanying  study  model  to 
anyone  requesting  them  as  well  as  offer¬ 
ing  copies  of  back  issues  of  the  newslet¬ 
ter  dealing  with  the  study. 

The  study  paper,  which  summarized 
the  conference’s  examination  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  in  1986,  detailed  commission  mem¬ 
bers’  beliefs  that  stereotyping  of  sexes 
results  in  oppression  of  both  women  and 
gay  people. 

The  study  was  conducted  “to  under¬ 
stand  the  ways  in  which  homophobia  (the 
irrational  fear  of  homosexuality  in  oth¬ 
ers  and  oneself),  through  its  linkages 
with  sexism,  hurts  the  whole  church.” 

That  understanding  had  been  one  of 
the  commission’s  quadrennial  goals. 


Agency  asks  treasury  to  allow 
funds  for  6  gay’  ministry  session 


CLASSIFIED 


CAMP  ASSISTANT  MANAGER— METHODIST 
Assembly  in  Sacramento  Mountains.  Perma¬ 
nent.  12-month  position  with  lodging.  meals, 
other  benefits  For  application  contact  Dave 
North.  SMA.  Box  188.  Sacramento.  New  Mexico 
88347  Deadline  October  9.  1987.  (505)  687-3414 


POSITION  OF  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Education  open  Salary  negotiable  Contact  St. 
John's  Cnited  Methodist  Church.  1001  Grand 
Boulevard,  Greenwood.  MS  38930  Telephone 
(601)453-7522 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTER,  full¬ 
time.  in  active  growing  1.300-membe;  UMC.  Re¬ 
sponsibility  will  be  for  total  youth  ministry 
Salary  commensurate  with  training  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Direct  inquin'  to  Dr  Rov  Webster.  Memori¬ 
al  UMC.  P.O.  Box  97.  Elizabethtown.  KY  42701. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and 
Young  Adult  Ministries.  College  degree  in  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  desired.  Background  in  music 
preferred  Send  resume  to  Rev  Ed  Weinrich. 
P  O  Box  1125.  Tavares.  FL  32778 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR.  Full- 
Time.  2.200-member  church,  growing  Chicago 
suburb,  available  December  1987.  Resume 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church.  300  E.  Gartner 
Naperville.  IL  60540 


METHODIST  CAMP  AND  CONFERENCE  Cen¬ 
ter  Administrator  Background  in  administra¬ 
tion.  programming,  public  relations  and 
development.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to  UMR.  Box  660275.  Dept  MAC. 
Dallas.  TX  75266-0275.  Deadline:  Oct.  15.  1987 


EMERGENCY  NEED  FOR  SURGEONS:  Certi¬ 
fied  surgeons  for  emergency  response  in  Mo¬ 
zambique  Negotiated  terms  6  months 
acceptable  Committed  Christian  who  can  work 
in  warlike  situation.  Contact:  Mission  Personnel 
Resources.  GBGM  800  654-5929. 


LARGE.  EXCITING  CHURCH  SEEKING  direc¬ 
tor  of  families,  singles,  and  youth  ministries. 
Experience  required  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  121  Wisconsin  Avenue,  Waukesha.  WI 
53186  Thomas  Raber  (414)  542-4256. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas— Members  of 
the  UM  advocacy  agency  for  women’s  is¬ 
sues  asked  the  church’s  central  treasury 
agency  last  week  to  reconsider  a  March 
decision  blocking  the  women’s  group 
from  granting  $1,000  to  a  convocation 
exploring  the  church's  ministry  to  homo¬ 
sexuals. 

Members  of  the  General  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  termed 
the  action  "arbitrary  and  capricious.” 

But  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration,  told  the 
commission  that  the  blockage  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  stop  an  illegal  expenditure  of 
church  funds. 

The  decision  involved  an  event  March 
27-28  in  Chicago  sponsored  by  a  network 
of  about  20  UM  churches  that  claim  to 
"have  publicly  declared  their  ministries 
to  be  open  to  all  persons,  including  lesbi¬ 
ans  and  gay  men." 

A  subgroup  of  the  women’s  issues 
agency  said  the  treasury  decision  "im¬ 
mensely  chilled”  what  was  described  as 
"honest  efforts  to  reconcile,  to  advocate, 
to  be  a  catalyst  for  change  and  to  influ- 


scheduled  for  inclusion  are  “My  Jesus,  I 
Love  Thee,"  "Shall  We  Gather  at  the 
River"  and  a  song  for  children,  “I  Am 
the  Church." 

Retained  by  split  votes— some  requiring 
show-of-hand  decisions— are  such  favor¬ 
ites  as  “There  Is  a  Fountain  Filled  with 
Blood,"  "There’s  Within  My  Heart  a  Melo¬ 
dy,"  "Are  Ye  Able?”  “Onward,  Christian 
Soldiers”  and  "My  Country,  ’tis  of  Thee.” 

The  675-page  hymn  section  of  the  book 
is  expected  to  include  625  hymn  selec¬ 
tions  plus  some  texts  as  poetry  only  and 
some  prayers. 

The  remainder  of  the  book  is  to  con¬ 
tain  about  140  pages  for  the  Psalter,  70 
pages  for  ritual,  65  for  indices  and  10  for 
an  opening  section. 

Just  under  300  texts  have  been  re¬ 
tained  from  the  1966  Book  of  Hymns  and 
another  250  deleted. 

Delegates  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  which  must  vote  on  the  Hymnal 
Revision  Committee  report  before  the 
proposed  book  is  official,  will  receive  a 
list  of  all  deletions. 

More  gospel  songs  included 

The  new  hymnal  will  have  more  gos¬ 
pel  songs,  more  hymns  by  the  Wesleys 
and  more  chorales  than  its  predecessor, 
noted  Dr.  Young  in  his  report  to  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

Where  the  hymnal  is  weak,  Dr.  Young 
said  in  answer  to  a  question  in  an  im¬ 
promptu  news  conference,  is  in  hymns 
on  the  mission  of  the  church.  "We  just 
didn’t  get  them.”  he  said. 

Other  sections  of  comparative  numeri¬ 
cal  weakness  noted  during  the  meeting 
were  hymns  about  Scriptures  and  about 
baptism. 


Dr.  Young  described  the  proposed 
hymnal  as  a  "populist  book,"  one  that 
embraces  more  of  the  church  than  its 
1966  “elitist”  predecessor,  for  which  he 
was  also  the  editor. 

He  said  that  the  committee  has  func¬ 
tioned  at  the  "crossroads  of  controversy” 
within  the  church  and  that  it  has  ad¬ 
dressed  all  the  church’s  current  issues 
except  "gay  rights.” 

He  offered  no  explanation  for  that  but 
added  that  Methodist  hymnals  have  al¬ 
ways  dealt  with  issues  only  beginning  to 
emerge  for  the  church. 

‘Activist’  panel  has  influence 

"I  didn’t  think  the  book  would  be  this 
good,"  Dr.  Young  said,  crediting  an  “ac¬ 
tivist"  committee  that  “did  more  steer¬ 
ing  than  fueling." 

Committee  members’  schedules  evi¬ 
denced  the  work  has  gone  into  the  book. 

One  member,  Marji  Tuell  from  Los 
Angeles,  said  she  traveled  60  days  on 
Hymnal  Revision  Commitee  business  in 
1986,  not  counting  time  spent  on  hymnal 
committee  projects  at  home. 

The  committee’s  chairman.  Bishop 
Rueben  P.  Job  (Iowa  Area),  said  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  demands  on  his  time  rank  sec¬ 
ond  only  to  those  of  his  statewide 
episcopal  area. 

The  Oct.  12-14  agenda  is  to  include  de¬ 
cisions  on  Psalms  with  musical  settings, 
canticles  with  musical  settings,  ritual, 
sequence  of  the  hymnal,  final  design  of 
the  book  and  a  draft  of  the  prose  report 
to  the  General  Conference. 

The  book,  if  approved  by  the  General 
Conference,  is  expected  to  be  ready  for 
delivery  by  Advent  1989.  An  initial  press 
run  of  1  million  copies  is  expected. 


The  Rev.  Kristan  Burkert,  an  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  from  Portland,  Ore.,  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  the  paper  has  been 
perceived  as  an  advocacy  of  the  homo¬ 
sexual  lifestyle  but  said  that  such  an  im¬ 
pression  is  mistaken. 

"The  educational  process  is  not  advo¬ 
cacy  of  a  lifestyle,"  she  said.  "I  think  it 
would  inform  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  as  they  try  to  make  decisions  on 
homophobia  and  general  sexism  issues. 

"In  reality,  I  think  our  paper  is  our 
best  defense  against  those  people  who 
claim  we  are  an  advocacy  group.” 

The  Rev.  Nancy  Yamasaki,  a  Japa- 
nese-American  pastor  from  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  called  on  the  commission  not  to 
live  in  fear  of  a  backlash. 

“If  we  are  not  going  to  take  on  the  role 
of  prophet,  who  in  our  church  is  going  to 
take  on  the  role  of  prophet?"  she  asked. 

Several  members  expressed  fears  that 
the  paper  might  be  used  by  opponents 
who  want  to  disband  the  commission. 

The  commission  also  drafted  legisla¬ 
tive  resolutions  asking  the  1988  General 
Conference  to  add  sexual  harassment  to 
the  list  of  chargeable  offenses  for  which 
pastors  or  diaconal  ministers  could  be 
brought  a  church  trial. 


Roger  W.  Ireson 
Nominated  to  head  agency 


F.  Thomas  Trotter 
Leaving  after  14  yean 


Detroit  pastor  tapped 
for  top  education  post 


ence  leadership.” 

Dr.  Droke  noted  that  church  law  pro¬ 
hibits  use  of  church  money  “to  promote 
the  acceptance  of  homosexuality.” 

The  treasury  decision  marked  the  first 
time  the  rule  had  been  officially  invoked 
since  it  was  added  to  the  church’s  Book 
of  Discipline  in  1976,  Dr.  Droke  said. 

The  main  reason  for  the  decision,  he 
said,  was  publicity  indicating  that  the 
Chicago  event  would  include  a  seminar 
described  as  “sharing  liturgies  for  ser¬ 
vices  of  holy  unions  of  homosexuals.” 

A  member  of  women’s  issues  commis¬ 
sion  who  attended  that  seminar  chal¬ 
lenged  that  description  of  it. 

Ruth  Steach  of  Richland,  Wash.,  said 
that  the  seminar  only  explored  the 
meaning  of  covenants  and  permanent  re¬ 
lationships  and  that  the  rituals  cited 
were  simply  available  as  additional  re¬ 
sources. 

Dr.  Droke  said  his  agency  acted  after 
receiving  information  about  the  seminar 
from  the  person  who  was  to  lead  it. 

The  commission  asked  for  a  treasury 
agency  interpretation  of  what  consti¬ 
tutes  "promoting”  homosexual  lifestyles. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

A  Detroit  pastor  has  been  nominated  to 
head  United  Methodism's  agency  for  over¬ 
seeing  ministerial  preparation  and  church- 
related  higher-education  institutions. 

If  the  nomination  is  approved,  the  Rev. 
Roger  W.  Ireson,  senior  pastor  of  St.  Timo¬ 
thy  United  Methodist  Church  in  Detroit, 
would  replace  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter 
as  chief  executive  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  Jan.  1. 

Dr.  Trotter,  61,  announced  last  year  he 
would  be  leaving  the  board’s  top  staff 
post  at  the  end  of  1987.  He  has  headed  the 
Nashville-based  agency  since  1973. 

The  former  dean  of  the  School  of  The¬ 
ology  at  Claremont  (Calif.)  said  he  would 
announce  his  “next  assignment"  during 
the  education  and  ministry  board’s  Oct. 
14-17  meeting  in  Nashville. 

At  that  same  session,  the  96  elected 
members  of  the  board  are  to  consider 
the  replacement  choice.  If  they  approve 
Dr.  Ireson’s  selection,  the  nomination 
would  go  to  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  for  final  election  during  its  Nov. 
30-Dec.  4  session. 

Dr.  Ireson,  48,  emerged  from  a  field  of 
73  candidates,  said  Dr.  Charles  Fuget,  who 
headed  the  board’s  search  committee. 

Dr.  Ireson’s  broad  background  in  theo¬ 
logical  education  and  higher-education 
research,  experience  as  a  pastor  and  ac¬ 
tivities  in  the  Detroit  Annual  Conference 
made  him  stand  out,  said  Dr.  Fuget,  dean 
of  the  College  of  Natural  Science  and 
Mathematics  at  Indiana  University  of 
Pennsylvania. 


World  Methodists  to  meet  in  Singapore 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
Editor 

OCHO  RIOS,  Jamaica  — The  16th 
World  Methodist  Conference  will  be  in 
Singapore,  an  Asian  island-nation  adja¬ 
cent  to  Malaysia,  during  July  1991. 

That  decision  was  made  last  week  by 
the  160-member  executive  committee  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  in  response 
to  an  invitation  from  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Singapore. 

Singapore  will  be  only  the  second 
meeting  site  outside  the  Western  Hemi¬ 
sphere  for  the  organization  of  64  autono¬ 
mous  church  bodies  tracing  their 
spiritual  roots  to  John  Wesley. 

The  1986  World  Methodist  Conference 
in  Nairobi.  Kenya,  attracted  more  than 
3,000  Methodists  from  around  the  world. 

The  1991  conference  program  will  not 
be  made  final  until  1989,  but  it  was  de¬ 
cided  preliminarily  that  it  should  ad¬ 
dress  the  diverse  mix  of  cultures  and 
religious  commitments  in  Asia  from  the 
perspective  of  the  Christian  faith. 

One  component  of  the  program  is  to 


include  a  visitation  by  delegates  to  local 
churches  in  Singapore  and  neighboring 
countries  during  the  eight-day  meeting. 

In  other  actions  the  committee: 

•  Announced  that  an  international  del¬ 
egation  of  Methodist  leaders  will  be  sent 
in  mid-November  to  meet  with  South  Af¬ 
rican  President  P.  W.  Botha.  The  delega¬ 
tion,  led  by  the  World  Methodist  Council 
President,  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of  Ke¬ 
nya,  is  to  appeal  to  Mr.  Botha  to  extend 
basic  human  rights  to  South  Africa’s 
black  majority.  Blacks  are  currently  the 
victims  of  j  legalized  racial  discrimina¬ 
tion  and  face  state-sponsored  violence  if 
they  seek  to  change  their  situation. 

•  Heard  Bishop  Imathiu  challenge 
each  of  the  World  Methodist  Council’s  64 
member-churches  to  double  its  member¬ 
ship  during  the  next  five  years.  He  said 
the  church’s  motivation  for  growth 
should  be  "to  make  more  Christians  who 
will  love  God  and  love  their  neighbors." 

I  Bishop  Imathiu  said  the  goal  of  dou¬ 
bling  the  church's  membership  "really  is 
possible"  during  that  time.  "I’ve  seen  it 


in  some  places  already— if  each  Method¬ 
ist  will  take  responsibility  for  leading 
one  other  person  to  Christ,"  he  said. 

•  Approved  a  resolution  urging  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  United  States  to  oppose  the  Rea¬ 
gan  administration’s  request  for  additional 
monetary  support  for  rebel  forces  in  Nica¬ 
ragua.  The  resolution  urges  a  shift  in  em¬ 
phasis  by  the  United  States  from  “seeking 
solutions  through  military  means"  to  “at¬ 
tacking  the  basic  problems  of  human 
rights  and  social-economic  justice  plagu¬ 
ing  the  people  of  that  region." 

•  Approved  resolutions  expressing 
pastoral  concern  and  support  for  Meth¬ 
odist  people  in  their  quest  for  peace  and 
justice  in  countries  like  Fiji,  Haiti  and 
Korea,  each  of  which  is  experiencing  po¬ 
litical  upheaval. 

•  Heard  the  World  Methodist  Council’s 
executive  secretary,  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale, 
invite  Methodists  worldwide  to  join  Brit¬ 
ish  Methodists  in  observing  the  250th  an¬ 
niversary  during  1988  of  John  Wesley’s 
conversion  experience  and  with  it  to  ex¬ 
perience  “reform  in  our  churches,  our 
societies  and  our  lives.” 


Dr.  Ireson  said  he  felt  called  to  apply 
for  the  agency  post  because  it  combined 
work  in  two  areas  around  which  he  had 
built  his  life  and  ministry— higher  educa¬ 
tion  and  parish  ministry. 

“I  always  wanted  to  stay  rooted  in 
parish  ministry  while  teaching,”  he  said. 
"Both  feed  each  other  and  complement 
the  mission  of  the  church.” 

For  that  reason.  Dr.  Ireson  said,  since 
1977  he  has  taught  humanities  and  phi¬ 
losophy  at  two  Detroit  colleges  and  been 
an  adjunct  faculty  member  at  Detroit’s 
Ecumenical  Theological  Center  while 
serving  local  churches. 

Dr.  Ireson  is  also  chairman  of  the 
board  of  the  Ecumenical  Theological 
Center,  an  interdenominational  agency 
for  lay  and  clergy  continuing  education. 
He  said  the  center  offers  degree  and  non- 
degree  programs  and  has  87  students  en¬ 
rolled  in  doctor  of  ministry  studies. 

The  New  York  native  said  ecumenical 
activities  have  been  another  important 
part  of  his  ministry. 

Between  1980  and  1985  he  served  as 
the  UM  representative  to  the  Consulta¬ 
tion  on  the  Future  of  Ecumenism  in 
Michigan.  The  consultation,  Dr.  Ireson 
said,  led  to  formation  of  the  Michigan 
Ecumenical  Forum,  which  replaced  the 
state  council  of  churches.  Dr.  Ireson  has 
been  the  UM  delegate  to  the  forum  since 
1985. 

Dr.  Ireson  was  also  the  UM  represen¬ 
tative  to  the  School  of  Ministry  in  Michi¬ 
gan,  an  interdenominational  institute 
offering  continuing-education  courses 
for  clergy  and  laity. 

Dr.  Ireson  has  been  a  UM  member  on 
the  World  Methodist  Council  since  1981 
and  attended  the  two  most  recent  World 
Methodist  Conferences,  1981  and  1986. 

Dr.  Ireson  was  appointed  as  senior 
pastor  at  St.  Timothy  UMC,  a  575-mem¬ 
ber,  multiracial  congregation,  in  1979. 
He  has  served  two  other  congregations  in 
Michigan  as  well  as  ones  in  Indiana,  Illi¬ 
nois  and  New  York. 

The  son  of  a  retired  UM  minister  in 
the  Troy  conference,  Dr.  Ireson  earned  a 
bachelor’s  degree  from  UM-related  De¬ 
Pauw  University  in  Greencastle,  Ind.;  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  from  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.; 
and  a  doctorate  from  Manchester  Uni¬ 
versity  in  England. 

He  has  done  post-doctoral  studies  at 
Cambridge  University  in  England,  the 
University  of  Wurzburg  in  West  Germa¬ 
ny  and  the  Jerusalem  Center. 

"I  believe  my  academic  work  in  sever¬ 
al  settings  gives  me  an  understanding  of 
theological  education,”  he  said.  “My  10 
years  of  teaching  give  me  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  students  and  the  questions  they  are 
asking.  My  17  years  in  the  parish  make 
me  familiar  with  the  needs,  anxieties 
and  promise  of  the  local  church." 
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Race  agency  opposes 
effort  to  make  English 
official  U.S.  language 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky  — The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  agency  for  monitoring  racial  justice 
issues  decided  last  month  to  urge  the  1988 
General  Conference  to  oppose  a  proposed 
constitutional  amendment  that  would 
make  English  the  official  U.S.  language. 

The  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  condemned  the  English-only 
movement  as  a  “manifestation  of  the  sin 
of  racism.” 

A  petition  against  the  language 
amendment  topped  a  list  of  recommen¬ 
dations  presented  during  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  fall  session  Sept.  17-19. 

The  commission’s  petition  asks  the 
General  Conference,  the  church’s  highest 
legislative  body,  to  instruct  the  Council 
of  Bishops  “to  express,  in  writing,  a  bib¬ 
lical  and  theological  rationale  for  our  op¬ 
position  to  the  English-only  movement.” 

The  Council  of  Bishops  would  be  asked 
to  express  “to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  members  of  Congress,  governors 
and  legislators  in  the  50  states  and  Puer¬ 
to  Rico,  its  opposition  to  this  movement 
which  seeks  to  make  English  the  only 
language  of  the  country,  which  move¬ 
ment  is  discriminatory  and  racist.” 

Barbara  Thompson,  commission  chief 
executive,  said,  "It  is  imperative  that  the 
denomination  clearly  understand  that 
there  are  racist  attitudes  at  the  root  of 
efforts  to  promote  English-only  as  the 
‘American  norm.’  ” 

Language  groups  back  move 

The  resolution  opposing  the  “English 
as  the  official  language  movement”  was 
strongly  backed  by  the  commission’s 
Asian-American  and  Hispanic  concerns 
committees. 

The  Rev.  Yolanda  E.  Pupo-Ortiz,  a 
commission  staff  member,  said  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  commission  member’s  ques¬ 
tion  that  the  petition  did  not  oppose  the 
use  of  English. 

"Ethnic  language  groups  acknowledge 
that  English  is  the  primary  language  of 
the  United  States,”  Ms.  Pupo-Ortiz  said. 
“We  are  just  affirming  the  contribution  of 
all  people’s  languages.  We  are  calling  on 
all  states  and  the  nation  to  just  let  people 
function  effectively  in  our  society.” 

She  said  organizations  such  as  U.S.  En¬ 
glish  and  English  First  are  involved  in 
strategies  to  add  the  English  language 
amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

Those  organizations  also  oppose  feder¬ 
al  legislation  for  bilingual  education, 
voting  rights  bills  and  the  licensing  of 
Spanish-language  broadcasting  stations, 
Ms.  Pupo-Ortiz  said. 

The  English-only  movement,  which  be¬ 
gan  in  1983,  gained  its  first  victory  in 
California  in  November  1986  with  the 
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passage  of  Proposition  63  designating  an 
official  language. 

Since  then,  32  states  have  reportedly 
considered  official-language  legislation. 
Thirteen  states  have  made  English  the 
officialstate  language. 

Moises  Maldonado,  an  elected  com¬ 
mission  member  from  Primera  Iglesia 
Hispana  Metodista  Unida  in  Cleveland, 
said  the  petition  will  “show  Hispanics 
and  other  language  minorities  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  really  wants  to 
help  them  become  Christians,  even  if 
they  cannot  speak  English  when  they 
first  come  into  this  country.” 

Reading  of  report  sought 

In  another  report,  the  commission’s 
monitoring  committee  on  the  missional 
priority  said  the  Commission  on  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  had  denied  a  request  to 
read  aloud  the  quadrennial  report  on 
that  priority,  “Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  for  Witness  and 
Mission,”  during  the  legislative  session. 

The  committee  reported  that  Ms. 
Thompson  had  sent  a  letter  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  General  Conference  seek¬ 
ing  reconsideration  and  reversal  of  the 
decision. 

Ms.  Thompson  told  elected  members 
of  her  agency  that  the  report  “must  be 
presented  to  the  hearing  of  the  total  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference.” 

"We  need  to  know  whether  or  not  the 
denomination  did  indeed  reprioritize  re¬ 
sources  to  meet  this  critical  need  of  the 
denomination,”  Ms.  Thompson  said. 

Commission  members  signed  a  petition 
endorsing  Ms.  Thompson’s  letter.  That 
document  was  also  to  be  sent  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  General  Conference. 

The  commission  also  endorsed  a  peti¬ 
tion  from  the  denomination’s  Missional 
Priority  Coordinating  Committee  to  in¬ 
corporate  the  ethnic-minority  emphasis 
into  the  permanent  structure  of  the 
church. 

New  UM  history 
reflects  diversity 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

MADISON,  N.J.— The  record  of  United 
Methodism  is  being  rewritten  to  show  that 
"we  are  a  rich  tapestry”  of  diversity,  the 
denomination’s  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History  was  told  Sept.  19. 

“History  in  the  church  was  once  the 
story  of  institutional  hierarchies,"  Rose¬ 
mary  Skinner  Keller  said  in  an  address 
during  the  commission’s  annual  meeting. 
“The  new  history  values  diversity  and 
celebrates  the  ministry  of  the  laity.” 

Dr.  Keller,  chairwoman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  guiding  the  women’s  and  ethnic 
history  project  launched  eight  years  ago 
by  Archives  and  History,  said  the  church 
was  “at  a  time  when  we  are  asking  how 
we  can  write  a  truly  inclusive  history.” 

“We  are  opening  up  intellectual  attics,” 
said  Dr.  Keller,  a  faculty  member  at  Gar¬ 
rett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  Ill.  “Women’s  history  is  taking 
the  lead  in  a  way  we  never  have  known  be¬ 
fore  to  help  recover  everyone’s  history. 

“We  need  a  new,  balanced  account 
that  truly  represents  the  history  and 
ministry  of  the  church.” 
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Increasing  number  of  bishops  eyed 


Leaders  could 
aid  UM  growth, 
supporter  says 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

If  the  United  Methodist  Church 
wants  to  win  more  people  to  Christ, 
it  needs  more  bishops  in  certain  re¬ 
gions  of  the  United  States,  particu¬ 
larly  those  gaining  population. 

Bishop  J.  Lloyd  Knox  (Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.,  Area)  made  that  asser¬ 
tion  recently  in  support  of  a 
proposal  that  would  make  increas¬ 
ing  the  number  of  bishops  easier. 

If  adopted  by  the  1988  General 
Conference,  the  proposal  would  per¬ 
mit  the  number  of  bishops  in  the 
United  States  to  go  from  46  to  as 
many  as  50  next  year. 

How  are  bishops  deployed 

“The  question  is  do  we  have  our 
bishops  deployed  so  that  the  church 
can  meet  the  challenges  of  the  1990s 
and  the  21st  century?"  Bishop  Knox 
said. 

The  primary  challenge  is  new 
congregational  development,  said 
Bishop  Knox,  who  oversees  the 
North  Alabama  and  Alabama-West 
Florida  conferences. 

“If  I  had  just  one  conference,  say 
Alabama-West  Florida,  we  could 
grow  tremendously  there,”  he  said. 
"We  are  growing  now.  Many  things 
are  in  motion.  But  if  I  could  devote 
more  time  to  church  development, 
we  would  grow  more.” 

Under  United  Methodist  law,  each 
bishop  supervises  what  is  known  as 
an  episcopal  area,  consisting  of  one 
or  more  annual  conferences.  Twen¬ 
ty-five  of  the  46  episcopal  areas  in 
the  United  States  contain  more  than 
one  conference. 

The  proposal  Bishop  Knox  favors 
would  permit  creation  of  a  new 
bishop’s  post  in  any  episcopal  area 
containing  two  or  more  annual  con¬ 
ferences  with  more  than  125,000 
members  each. 

With  fewer  administrative  re¬ 
sponsibilities,  a  bishop  in  a  large- 
membership  area  would  have  more 
time  for  fostering  spiritual  growth 
and  new  congregational  develop¬ 
ment,  he  contends. 

At  present,  bishops  administering 
two  large  annual  conferences  have 
trouble  keeping  up  with  all  their  ad¬ 
ministrative  duties,  Bishop  Knox 
said.  Besides  the  duplicate  responsi¬ 
bilities  in  each  conference,  bishd’ps 
also  must  spend  time  serving-  de¬ 
nominational  agencies  and  acting  as 
ecumenical  officers  in  their  areas. 

“It’s  almost  impossible  for  me  to 
get  to  all  the  meetings  I’m  expected 
to  attend,”  Bishop  Knox  said. 

Formula  dates  to  1939 

The  current  episcopal  allocation 
formula,  adopted  in  1939,  is  tied  to 
total  membership  within  each  of  the 
church’s  five  regional  jurisdictions 
in  the  United  States. 
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Under  the  1939  formula  each  ju¬ 
risdiction  has  at  least  six  bishops.  A 
region  is  allowed  one  additional 
bishop  for  each  500,000  church 
members  or  major  fraction  thereof 
beyond  a  base  figure  of  500,000. 

If  the  General  Conference  adopts 
the  proposal  he  supports,  Bishop 
Knox  said,  “it  would  be  possible  for 
the  Atlanta,  Birmingham,  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  and  Indiana  areas  to  be 
divided  in  1988. 

“These  areas  may  not  wish  to  be 
divided.  The  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ences  involved  may  decide  not  to  do 
so.  But  the  option  ought  to  be  possi¬ 
ble.” 

Jurisdictional  conferences  could 
consider  dividing  episcopal  areas  in 
July  1988  before  electing  bishops,  he 
indicated. 

At  least  seven  of  the  73  UM  annu¬ 
al  conferences  in  the  United  States 
are  asking  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  denomination’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  assembly,  to  allow  division  of 
multiple-conference  episcopal  areas 
with  large  memberships,  Bishop 
Knox  said. 

He  identified  those  supporting 
conferences  as  Alabama-West  Flori¬ 
da,  North  Alabama,  North  Arkan¬ 
sas,  North  Georgia,  North  Indiana, 
South  Georgia  and  South  Indiana 

Two  other  annual  conferences  are 
seeking  different  changes  in  church 
law  governing  the  number  of  bish¬ 
ops,  said  C.  Faith  Richardson,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Conference. 

The  North  Dakota  conference 
wants  to  lock  in  the  present  number 
(46  in  the  United  States  and  16  over¬ 
seas),  she  told  the  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 

The  Wyoming  conference,  cover¬ 
ing  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York,  is  asking  for  a  bishop  for  each 
of  the  73  annual  conferences  in  the 
United  States,  she  said. 


U.S.  episcopal 

areas  by 

size,  membershii 

Area  Name 

North  Central  Jurisdiction 

Area  Size 

Pastoral  charges  Membership  (' 

Chicago  £ 

12,553  sq.  mi. 

397 

152,259 

Oakotas 

145,228  sq.  mi. 

206 

57,490 

Illinois 

47,180  sq.  mi. 

706 

231,275 

Indiana 

36,097  sq.  mi. 

1,088 

299,116 

Iowa 

55,941  sq.  mi. 

580 

241,981 

Michigan 

59,121  sq.  mi. 

729 

218,868 

Minnesota 

79,289  sq.  mi. 

317 

117,061 

Ohio  East 

18,880  sq.  mi. 

673 

233,460 

Ohio  West 

26,973  sq.  mi. 

986 

337,394 

Wisconsin 

Northeastern  Jurisdiction 

54,464  sq.  mi. 

348 

128,562 

Boston 

52,023  sq.  mi. 

488 

122,736 

Harrisburg  (Pa.) 

29,201  sq.  mi. 

693 

264,426 

New  Jersey 

10,372  sq.  mi. 

513 

146,733 

New  York 

32,139  sq.  mi. 

678 

245,568 

Philadelphia 

12,202  sq.  mi. 

523 

161,522 

Pittsburgh 

20,904  sq.  mi. 

630 

230,225 

New  York  West 

29,395  sq.  mi. 

526 

180,118 

Washington 

12,700  sq.  mi. 

804 

334,794 

West  Virginia 

South  Central  Jurisdiction 

24,180  sq.  mi. 

604 

155,640 

Arkansas  v 

53,945  sq.  mi. 

465 

164,204 

Dallas-Fort  Worth 

37,955  sq.  mi. 

499 

281,293 

Houston 

45,317  sq.  mi. 

544 

271,366 

Kansas 

78,209  sq.  mi. 

499 

204,389 

Louisiana 

44,930  sq.  mi. 

339 

138,108 

Missouri 

72,691  sq.  mi. 

636 

216,262 

Nebraska 

76,483  sq.  mi. 

260 

121,059 

Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico 

220,547  sq.  mi. 

328 

149,478 

Oklahoma 

68,782  sq.  mi. 

542 

255,127 

San  Antonio  (Texas) 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction 

82,960  sq.  mi. 

422 

124,244 

Atlanta 

57,503  sq.  mi. 

1,058 

401,685 

Birmingham  (Ala.) 

59,668  sq.  mi. 

1,089 

305,813 

Charlotte  (N.C.) 

19,528  sq.  mi. 

734 

276,529 

Columbia  (S.C.) 

30,225  sq.  mi. 

645 

244,335 

Florida 

46,522  sq.  mi. 

651 

335,809 

Holston 

22,144  sq.  mi. 

569 

183,575 

Jackson  (Miss.) 

47,717  sq.  mi. 

648 

195,531 

Louisville  (Ky.) 

37,251  sq.  mi. 

644 

175,129 

Nashville  (Tenn.) 

31,283  sq.  mi. 

638 

217,578 

Raleigh  (N.C.) 

29,270  sq.  mi. 

549 

215,412 

Richmond  (Va.) 

Western  Jurisdiction 

35,276  sq.  mi. 

834 

359,481 

Denver 

434,574  sq.  mi. 

337 

113,166 

Los  Angeles 

65,010  sq.  mi. 

390 

133,570 

Phoenix  (Ariz.) 

159,233  sq.  mi. 

107 

49,303 

Portland  (Ore.) 

719,612  sq.  mi. 

215 

53,726 

San  Francisco 

202,955  sq.  mi. 

356 

96,988 

Seattle 

87,671  sq.  mi. 

240 

81,717 

SOURCE:  General  Council  on  Ministries 


‘Gay’  caucus  slates  actions 
during  General  Conference 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
ST.  LOUIS— Affirmation,  the  unoffi¬ 
cial  caucus  of  United  Methodists  for  les¬ 
bian  and  “gay”  concerns,  plans  a 
“public,  energetic  presence  of  creative 
ministry  and  witness”  at  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  top  legislative  meeting  next  year. 

Following  its  annual  meeting  Sept.  18- 
20,  Affirmation  announced  that  it  would 
“focus  largely  on  demonstrating, 
through  its  own  actions,  models  for 
Christian  ministry  to  all  persons,  includ¬ 
ing  lesbians  and  ‘gay’  men.” 

Among  these  actions,  according  to  a 
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release  issued  by  the  group,  are: 

•choral  performances  of  contempo¬ 
rary  hymns  “proclaiming  the  biblical 
mandate  for  inclusiveness  and  service 
rather  than  exclusiveness  and  condem¬ 
nation”; 

•  street  theater  centered  on  peace  and 
justice  issues; 

•a  dinner  to  celebrate  “justice  seek¬ 
ers  in  the  United  Methodist  tradition”; 

•a  worship  service  including  the  me¬ 
morializing  of  people  who  have  died 
from  acquired  immune  deficiency  syn¬ 
drome; 

•a  hospitality  suite  near  the  conven¬ 
tion  center  for  delegates  and  others  at¬ 
tending  the  conference. 

“Too  often  the  institutional  church  for¬ 
gets  what  it  really  means  to  follow  Je¬ 
sus’  mandate,”  said  Mary  Gaddis,  an 
Affirmation  spokeswoman.  “We  see  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  as  a  great  opportunity 
for  us  to  remind  our  church  just  what 
Christian  love  is  all  about.” 

Affirmation  members  are  promoting 
General  Conference  legislation  calling 
for  increased  church  ministries  to  people 
with  AIDS. 

Further,  the  organization  is  seeking  re¬ 
versal  of  church  laws  that  prohibit  use  of 
denominational  funds  to  organizations  that 
“promote  the  acceptance  of  homosexual¬ 
ity”  and  ban  ordination  or  appointment  of 
“self-avowed  practicing  homosexuals.” 

“We  in  Affirmation  recognize  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  legislation  at  General  Confer¬ 
ence,"  said  Ms.  Gaddis.  “The  recent  trial  of 
Rose  Mary  Denman  (a  ministerial  member 
of  the  New  Hampshire  Annual  Conference) 
demonstrates  this.  But  we  also  know  that 
legislative  action  is  only  one  part  of  what 
we  are  about  as  an  organization. 

“By  working  with  other  groups,  we 
can  be  involved  in  affecting  policies  but 
can  also  concentrate  our  energies  on  ful¬ 
filling  the  rest  of  our  mandate.” 

A  “platform  statement”  detailing  Af¬ 
firmation’s  specific  calls  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  explaining  theo¬ 
logical  bases  for  them  will  be  released  at- 
a  Pre-General  Conference  News  Briefing 
in  St.  Louis  late  in  October,  she  said. 


Missions  staffer  Negail  Riley 
dies  after  brief  illness 

NEW  YORK-The  Rev.  Negail  Riley, 
a  staff  member  at  the  United  Methodist 
mission  board  for  19  years  and  a  founder 
of  the  denomination’s  unofficial  black 
caucus,  died  Sept.  24  after  a  short  illness. 

Dr.  Riley,  an  assistant  general  secre¬ 
tary  in  the  National  Program  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
since  1971,  joined  the  agency  staff  in  1968. 

The  Oklahoma  City  native  was  known 
across  the  church  as  an  expert  in  urban 
work  and  community  organization.  He  had 
been  president  of  the  Interreligious  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Community  Justice  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  racial  justice  working  group  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Dr.  Riley,  a  ministerial  member  of  the 
Little  Rock  Annual  Conference,  was  also 
founding  coordinator  of  Black  Method¬ 
ists  for  Church  Renewal. 

Evangelist  leaves  hospital, 
told  by  doctors  to  slow  down 

ROCHESTER,  Minn.  (RNS)— The  Rev. 
Billy  Graham  was  released  from  the 
Mayo  Clinic  Sept.  21  after  completing  10 
days  of  outpatient  treatment  for  a  frac¬ 
tured  rib  suffered  in  a  fall  in  a  Tokyo  ho¬ 
tel  room  Sept.  5. 

The  68-year-old  evangelist  underwent 
a  comprehensive  examination  along  with 
treatment,  a  spokeswoman  for  the  clinic 
said.  She  reported  that  his  doctors  ad¬ 
vised  him  to  reduce  his  schedule  “signifi¬ 
cantly”  for  the  next  several  weeks. 

Bill  Moyers  to  be  host  of  series 
about  ‘God  and  Politics’  on  TV 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  Rev.  Bill 
Moyers,  the  noted  public  affairs  com¬ 
mentator  and  Southern  Baptist  minister, 
will  be  host  of  a  three-part  television  se¬ 
ries  exploring  how  religious  beliefs  are 
shaping  political  events  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad. 

The  series  is  scheduled  for  Dec.  9, 16  and 
23  on  the  Public  Broadcasting  Service. 

The  first  program,  titled  “Moyers:  God 
and  Politics,”  will  examine  conflicts  be¬ 
tween  United  Methodist  missionaries 
who  support  either  Nicaragua’s  Sandinis- 
ta  government  or  the  contra  rebels. 

The  second  program  will  focus  on  the 
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Christian  Reconstruction  movement. 
The  third  program  will  examine  the  de- 
cadelong  theological  controversy  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Candler  School  of  Theology 
to  conduct  evangelism  seminar 

ATLANTA— An  evangelism  seminar 
on  topics  ranging  from  evangelistic 
preaching  to  the  formation  of  new  Chris¬ 
tians  will  be  conducted  Oct.  6-7  at  UM- 
related  Emory  University’s  Candler 
School  of  Theology. 

The  seminar,  entitled  “Evangelism 
’87:  A  Seminar  on  the  Spirit  and  Work  of 
Evangelism  in  the  Ministry,”  will  be 
open  to  students,  theological  faculty 
members,  ministers  and  laypeople. 

Speakers  will  include  former  Presi¬ 
dent  Jimmy  Carter;  Bishop  Ernest  Fitz¬ 
gerald  (Atlanta  Area);  the  Rev.  Harold 
Bales,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Charlotte,  N.C.;  and  the  Rev. 
David  Watson  from  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

‘Friendship  balloon’  launched 
in  Texas  lands  in  North  Carolina 

GARLAND,  Texas— A  North  Carolina 
fisherman  “caught”  a  friendship  balloon 
from  the  Ray  River  about  28  hours  after 
it  was  released  with  499  others  from  a 


Garland  church  Sept.  20. 

The  fisherman,  Arthur  Leary,  called 
New  World  United  Methodist  Church  and 
reported  he  had  received  the  balloon  with 
the  “friendship  note”  attached  from  Hol¬ 
ly  Ellis. 

New  World  UMC  released  the  balloons 
shortly  after  the  Sunday  service.  Other 
calls  indicated  the  balloons  landed  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  United  States. 


NEW  BOOK  RELEASE 

for  parents  from  FAIRWAY  PRESS. 
GROWING  WITH  TODAY'S  CHILDREN 

by  James  R.  Jacobson.  Forward  by  Dr.  How¬ 
ard  Clinebell.  Send  $8  to: 


s\  DR.  JAMES  R,  JACOBSON 
U  AMILY 

EDUCATION  ENTERPRISES 

2320  E.  Lincoln  Drive 

Phoenix,  Arizona  85016  (602)  955  8554 
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On  Ohe  Way  . . . 


I  Peter  3:15:  "Always  be  ready  to  give  an  answer  to  every  one  who  asks  you 
a  reason  for  the  hope  that  is  in  you,  with  meekness  and  fear.” 

In  Mary  McCarthy’s  book  Memories  of  a  Catholic  Girlhood,  there  is  an 
amazing  and  puzzling  sentence.  She  says,  “I  am  driven  to  the  conclusion 
that  religion  is  only  good  for  good  people.” 

To  me  that  seems  to  contradict  the  whole  message  of  the  Gospel.  She  goes 
on,  however,  to  explain  her  statement:  “Only  good  people  can  afford  to  be 
religious.  For  others  it  is  too  great  a  temptation;  a  temptation  to  the  deadly 
sins  of  pride  and  anger  ...” 

Today  I  think  I  see  what  she  means.  There  is  a  sort  of  religion  that  gives 
people  permission  to  be  critical,  censorious,  and  to  browbeat  others  —  with 
T,  divine  approval.  It  seems  to  aggravate  and  intensify  what  is  already  unlove¬ 
ly  in  some  people.  Think  of  all  the  shouting  and  the  violence  that  many  reli¬ 
gious  people  are  practicing  in  the  name  of  faith. 

I  Peter  has  a  different  word  for  us:  “With  meekness  and  fear,  be  ready  to 
always  give  an  answer  to  every  one  who  asks  you,  a  reason  for  the  hope  that 
is  in  you.”  What  people  really  want  to  know  is  the  source  of  the  ‘‘hope  that  is 
in  you.”  Why,  when  many  people  are  depressed  and  fearful,  are  you  hope¬ 
ful?  How  is  it  that  when  the  prevailing  mood  is  cynical,  and  even  despairing, 
you  are  a  person  of  hope? 

Remember  the  person  who  defined  a  pessimist  as  someone  who  looks  af¬ 
ter  your  feet,  and  an  optimist  is  someone  who  looks  after  your  eyes.  In  those 
terms,  I  am  for  eyes  rather  than  feet!  And  for  two  reasons. 

One,  in  moments  of  despair  there  is  no  greater  antidote  than  a  reading  of 
the  Bible  —  recollecting  how  far  we  have  come.  Like  William  Faulkner  in 
his  Nobel  prize  acceptance  speech,  “I  believe  that  man  will  not  merely  en¬ 
dure,  he  will  prevail.” 


Second,  in  the  end  it  comes  down  to  God’s  hopefulness  —  as  expressed  in 
the  life,  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.  I  am  driven  by  trust  in  this 
providence  and  love! 


Child  Care  Conference  to  be  Held 

On  October  15,  1987,  Louisiana's  sec¬ 
ond  statewide  Ecumenical  Child  Care 
Conference  will  be  held  at  the  Catholic 
Life  Center,  1800  South  Acadian  Thru*’ 
way.  in  Baton  Rouge,  from  9  a  m.  to  3:30 
p.m. 

“Child  Care:  An  Urgent  Ministry  for 
the  Church”  will  be  the  topic  of  keynote 
speaker  Dr.  C.  Sybil  Waldrop,  a  leader  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  and  co-author  of  Understanding 
Today’s  Preschoolers. 

Six  workshops  will  address  such  issues 
as  faith  development  in  young  children, 
licensing  weekday  church  programs,  li¬ 
ability  of  child  care  in  churches,  new  op¬ 
tions  for  weekday  children’s  ministry, 
and  the  perennial  communication  prob¬ 
lem  between  churches  and  their  week¬ 
day  child  care  programs. 

The  Conference  is  open  to  the  entire 
church  and  child  care  community:  pas¬ 
tors,  child  care  directors,  board  mem- 


Louisiana  Ecumenical  Child  Care  Conference  Registration  Form 
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Please  make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference.  I 
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bers.  Sponsors  for  the  Conference 
include  national,  state,  and  local  ecu¬ 
menical  agencies  as  well  as  Louisiana’s 
advocacy  organization.  Agenda  for 
Children. 

“The  ministry  of  child  care  is  no  long¬ 
er  a  choice  for  churches  —  it  is  a  man¬ 
date,”  explains  Margery  Freeman,  one 
of  the  Conference  organizers  who  works 
with  the  national  Ecumenical  Child  Care 
Network.  “The  church  must  act  to  assure 
that  good  quality,  affordable  child  care 
is  available  to  all  Louisiana  families.” 

Lunch  is  included  in  the  $10  registra¬ 
tion  fee.  Resource  materials  will  also  be 
available. 

For  more  information  and  to  register, 
write  or  call:  Margery  Freeman,  Ecu¬ 
menical  Child  Care  Network,  1816  Chest¬ 
nut  Street,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130;  (504) 
524-3823  (New  Orleans)  or  924-0213  (Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge). 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Cooperative  Parish  Council  of 
Baton  Rouge,  made  up  of  Istrouma, 
Winbourne,  North  Baton  Rouge  and 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  church¬ 
es  has  scheduled  a  Revival.  The 
preacher  will  be  the  Rev.  Keith 
Tonkel  of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  pastor 
of  a  formerly  declining  inner-city 
church  in  a  changing  neighborhood  that 
has  experienced  a  dramatic  revitaliza¬ 
tion  in  recent  years.  He  is  an  outstanding 
preacher  and  a  musician,  but  will  serve 
as  a  “consultant"  during  his  stay,  sharing 
his  insights  about  ministry  in  changing 
neighborhoods.  The  Revival  Week  sched¬ 
ule  is:  Sunday,  October  18,  7  p.m.  at  Win- 
bourne  UMC  —  Rev.  John  Winn  of  First 
UMC,  Houma  and  the  Combined  Choirs 
of  the  Cooperative  Parish.  A  reception 
will  follow:  Monday  and  Tuesday  — 
Prayer,  Preparation  and  Publicity  at  all 
churches;  Wednesday,  October  21  at 
Broadmoor  UMC  —  “Church  Night,” 
Rev.  Keith  Tonkel,  covered  dish.  Thurs¬ 
day,  October  22,  noon  at  Winbourne  and 
7  p.m.  at  North  Baton  Rouge  UMC,  Rev. 
Keith  Tonkel;  Friday,  October  23,  noon 
at  Istrouma  UMC  and  7  p.m.  at  Is¬ 


trouma.  Rev.  Keith  Tonkel  followed  by 
the  Senior  Citizens’  Choir  and  the  Con¬ 
temporary  Gospel  Choir  of  Zachary 
UMC,  at  the  late  service.  A  reception 
will  follow. 

•  *  * 

Centenary  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Franklinton  held  a  seminar  recently 
on  how  to  write  a  will.  Mrs.  Vera  Packer, 
a  financial  planner,  and  Mrs.  Pat  Hodg¬ 
es,  an  attorney  from  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Slidell  provided  the 
information  and  answered  the  questions 
concerning  wills,  trusts  and  legacies.  A 
covered  dish  supper  followed  the  semi¬ 
nar.  Rev.  Willis  W.  Dear  is  the  minister 
at  Centenary  UMC. 

The  Conference  Men’s  Fellowship  is 
sending  out  letters  to  all  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men’s  groups  on  the  Bishop’s  Scholar¬ 
ship  Fund.  So  far,  eight  fellowships  have 
contributed.  It’s  time  to  take  a  look  at 
the  pledges  and  send  in  those  contribu¬ 
tions.  For  more  information,  please  con¬ 
tact  Boyd  Baun  at  4888  Loyola  Dr.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA.  70808  or  call  him  at  (504)  766- 
6453. 
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Access  Sunday  Set  for  October  18 


Access  Sunday  has  been  established  by 
the  General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  time  for  churches 
to  recognize  the  gifts  as  well  as  the  needs 
of  persons  with  handicapping  conditions. 
This  year  Access  Sunday  falls  on  Octo¬ 
ber  18,  since  it  is  intended  to  be  held  on 
the  third  Sunday  in  October. 

While  this  Sunday  may  not  be  possible 
for  every  congregation  to  use  for  the  cel¬ 
ebration,  it  is  hoped  that  congregations 
will  designate  a  Sunday  to  be  set  aside 
for  this  purpose. 

This  Special  Sunday,  without  Offering, 
is  a  time  for  local  churches  and  congre¬ 
gations  to  celebrate  persons  with  handi¬ 
capping  conditions  and  recognize  their 
presence  in  both  the  community  and  the 
congregation. 

Access  Sunday  offers  churches  and 
congregations  the  opportunity  of  cele¬ 
brating  persons  who  oftentimes  feel  that 
the  church  is  not  sensitive  to  the  fact 


that  they  are  a  part  of  the  community 
and  that  they,  too  have  gifts  and  graces 
to  share  with  the  community  of  faith. 

The  Body  of  Christ  is  not  whole  unless 
all  of  its  parts  are  present  and  Access 
Sunday  is  a  time  when  those  persons 
with  handicapping  conditions  may  be 
visible  and  recognized  during  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  and  during  the  Church 
School  time. 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Program  Department  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  is  offering 
accessibility  grants  to  local  churches. 
The  incentive  grants  are  available  to 
United  Methodist  Churches  that  have  not 
yet  made  their  buildings  and  programs 
accessible  to  people  with  handicapping 
conditions. 

A  church  must  give  evidence  of  satis¬ 
factory  planning  in  which  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions  participated. 


The  project  should  be  part  of  a  larger  ac¬ 
cess  plan.  Other  requirements  are  finan¬ 
cial  need  and  evidence  of  congregational 
involvement. 

Grants  may  be  used  for  program  re¬ 
sources  as  well  as  structural  improve¬ 
ments.  Projects  can  aid  those  with 
hearing  or  sight  impairments.  Church 
school  and  worship  materials  for  men¬ 
tally  retarded  children  and  adults  may 
also  be  obtained  with  a  grant.  A  grant 
can  also  be  used  for  programmatic  re¬ 
sources  that  heighten  awareness  and 
break  down  attitudinal  barriers  toward 
persons  with  mental  health  handicapping 
conditions. 

The  Health  and  Ministries  Program 
Department  will  make  every  effort  to 
ensure  that  grant  recipients  represent 
all  jurisdictions  and  annual  conferences. 
Grant  recipients  will  also  vary  in  size, 
ethnic  composition,  rural  and  urban  lo¬ 
cale,  and  include  project  responses  to  a 


range  of  handicapping  conditions. 

Application  forms  for  the  1988  accessi¬ 
bility  grants  are  available  from  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Room  350,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115.  Grants  of 
$500  each  will  go  to  74  churches. 

Paid  architectural  drawings  are  not 
required.  All  grant  applications  must  be 
postmarked  no  later  than  April  15,  1988, 
and  award  decisions  will  be  made  by  Au¬ 
gust  1988. 

Access  Sunday  may  well  be  a  time  to 
educate  the  entire  congregation  about 
persons  with  handicapping  conditions. 
Having  such  persons  participate  during 
the  church  school  time  or  in  the  worship 
experience  can  be  a  valuable  way  of 
sharing  with  an  entire  congregation  the 
abilities,  gifts  and  graces  of  these  per¬ 
sons  who  are  also  children  of  God. 


Gretna  UMC  Raising  Funds  for  Sick  Member 


Gretna  United  Methodist  Church  held 
their  annual  Missions  Fair  the  first 
weekend  in  October,  but  the  Fair  had  a 
slightly  different  goal  this  year. 

Besides  raising  money  for  the  church- 
sponsored  missions,  Gretna  UMC  is  do¬ 
nating  25  percent  of  the  money  raised  to 
the  Kay  McElreath  Fund 

Kay  McElreath,  a  long-time  active 
member  of  the  church  and  Gretna  resi¬ 
dent,  was  seriously  injured  in  an  automo¬ 
bile  accident  during  the  1986  Labor  Day 
weekend.  A  speeding  motorcyclist  being 
chased  by  the  police  crashed  into  Mrs 
McElreath’s  car,  injuring  her,  her  moth¬ 


er  and  younger  daughter,  Amy. 

Although  her  mother  was  not  seriously 
injured  and  her  daughter  recovered,  Mrs. 
McElreath  remains  in  a  coma  at  JoEllen 
Smith  Convalescent  Home.  A  spokesper¬ 
son  from  the  church  said  the  family’s 
savings  have  been  depleted  and  that  in¬ 
surance  coverage  does  not  take  care  of 
medical  bills  such  as  monthly  mainte¬ 
nance  and  rehabilitation. 

Each  year  the  church  sponsors  this 
fair  and  donates  the  proceeds  to  missions 
such  as  the  Methodist  Home  for  Abused 
Children,  Lafon  Nursing  Home,  Peoples 
Community  Center,  MacDonell  Home  for 


abused  children  in  Houma,  DuLac  In¬ 
dian  Mission  Community  Center,  Pendle¬ 
ton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  and  the 
Wesley  Foundation. 

Various  organizations  within  the 
church  have  helped  the  family  with 
small  amounts  of  money  and  food  over 
the  past  year  and  now  hope  to  provide 
more  substantial  financial  help  with  the 
proceeds  from  the  fair. 

Henry  McElreath  said  the  Kay  McEl¬ 
reath  Fund  was  organized  by  co-workers 
at  Houma  Industries  Inc.  and  friends  of 
his  wife.  The  West  Bank  Jaycees  have 
also  lent  a  hand  in  fund-raising. 


The  fund  has  paid  up  to  80  percent  of 
Mrs.  McElreath  s  monthly  care  of  about 
$1,800.  The  family  pays  about  20  percent 
and  other  medical  bills.  A  legal  action 
has  been  filed  but  it  could  take  several 
years  to  be  tried.  Mr.  McElreath  and  his 
two  daughters,  one  in  high  school  and 
one  a  college  freshman,  continue  this 
struggle. 

Anyone  interested  in  donating  to  the 
Kay  McElreath  Fund  may  do  so  by  send¬ 
ing  their  donation  to  Gretna  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  Kay  McElreath 
Fund,  1309  Whitney  Ave.,  Gretna,  LA. 
70053.  All  donations  will  be  greatly  ap¬ 
preciated. 


NATIONAL  PARTICIPANTS  —  Three  women  from  Louisiana  were  among  350 
participants  in  the  high-level  National  Seminar  held  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  They  are, 
from  1.  to  r.,  Phyliss  Wilbert  of  Plaqueraine  who  was  chosen  to  represent  the  local 
unit,  Constance  Handy  of  Lake  Charles,  who  was  chosen  to  represent  the  district 
and  Betty  Ferrington  of  Walker  was  the  Conference  representative.  The  theme  of 
the  event  was  “Faithful  Action-Joyful  Living.”  These  women  will  share  the  skills 
learned  in  the  local,  district  and  conference  levels  of  the  United  Methodist  Women. 


ALL  PAID  OFF  —  The  members  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC  had  a 
Homecoming  Celebration  in  which  the  highlight  of  the  day  was  the  burning  of  the 
note  on  the  eight-year-old  Family  Life  Center.  Pictured  are,  from  1  to  r,  Dr.  Stone 
Caraway,  District  Superintendent  of  the  New  Orleans/Slidell  District,  Rev.  John  R. 
Johns,  pastor,  Elette  Cooper,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Mrs.  Homer  Seal, 
layleader  and  W.R.  Matheny,  Chairman  of  the  Administrative  Board. 


CELEBRATING  145  YEARS  —  First  Church  Plaquemine  held  their  Hei 
Sunday  Celebration  recently  where  they  shared  and  reminisced  during  a  specia 
vice.  Former  pastors  and  their  wives  were  among  the  many  guests.  Picture 
from  1  to  r.  Rev.  Bob  Miller,  Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon.  Mrs.  Muriel  Miller,  Rev. 
Matthews,  Mrs.  Matthews,  Mrs.  Lottie  Mae  Fraser  and  Rev.  Bill  Fraser.  Rev 
Scott-Welch  is  the  minister. 


Conference  Appointment  Changes 


Recently  Announced  by  Bishop 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  announces  the  fol¬ 
lowing  changes  in  appointment: 

—  Alfred  Pollar  to  the  Peoples-Wesley 
Charge,  New  Orleans-Houma  District, 
effective  September  15, 1987. 

—  Nathaniel  P.  Williams  (Retired)  from 
Wesley  UMC  to  Grace  UMC,  New 
Orleans-Houma  District,  effective 
September  15, 1987. 

—  Guy  E.  West  Jr.,  Special  Appointment 
to  Extension  Ministries  as  Director, 
Peoples  Community  Center,  New 
Orleans-Slidell  District,  effective 
September  15, 1987. 

—  Randall  B.  Scrivener  from  Special 
Ministry  Methodist  Church  of 
England  to  Associate  Minister  Aurora 
Church,  New  Orleans-Houma  District, 
effective  September  15, 1987. 

—  Steven  M.  Spurlock  from  Amite- 
Independence  to  Denham  Springs, 
First,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
District,  effective  October  1, 1987. 

V**'  I 


A  CENTURY  COMPLETED  -  First 
Street  United  Methodist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  celebrated  the  100th  birthday 
of  Mr.  Augustus  Bismarck  Rivers,  pic¬ 
tured,  on  August  23, 1987.  Mr.  Rivers  has 
been  a  member  of  First  Street  for  over 
60  years.  Certificates  and  a  special 
proclamation  from  President  and  Mrs. 
Reagan,  Governor  Edwin  Edwards, 
Mayor  Sidney  Barthelemy  and  a  special 
letter  from  NBC’s  own  Willard  Scott,  as 
well  as  a  plaque  from  the  Church,  were 
just  some  of  the  items  presented  during 
the  birthday  tribute  organized  by  Fam¬ 
ily  Ministries  Coordinators  Beverly  and 
Paul  Jackson.  And,  a  special  news  story 
was  run  by  local  CBS  affiliate,  WWL 
television  station.  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Da¬ 
vis  is  the  pastor  of  First  Street. 


—  A.  Wayne  Evans  from  Davidson 
Memorial-Lydia,  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  District,  to  Amite- 
Independence,  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District,  effective  October 
1, 1987. 

—  Robert  L.  Deich  from  Associate 
Slidell,  First,  New  Orleans-Slidell 
District,  to  Davidson  Memorial- 
Lydia,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 
District,  effective  October  1, 1987. 

—  James  W.  Jones  from  Trinity- 
MacArthur  Drive,  Alexandria  District 
to  Asbury,  West  Monroe,  Monroe 
District,  effective  October  1, 1987. 

—  Lionel  J.  Marcel  from  Asbury,  West 
Monroe.  Monroe  District  to  Cotton 
Valley-Pleasant  Valley,  Ruston 
District,  effective  October  1, 1987. 

—  Richard  D.  Gillespie  from  Cotton 
Valley-Pleasant  Valley,  Ruston 
District  to  Trinity-MacArthur  Drive, 
Alexandria  District,  effective 
October  1, 1987. 

—  Rev.  Roy  Mouser  is  granted  the 
Retired  relationship,  effective 
October  1, 1987. 

N.O./S.  District 
to  Hold  Retreat 

There  will  be  a  New  Orleans /Slidell 
District  Ministers'  Retreat,  held  on  Octo¬ 
ber  22-23  at  the  Seashore  Methodist  As¬ 
sembly  in  Biloxi,  Mississippi.  The  theme 
for  the  retreat  is  "Springs  of  Inner  Re¬ 
newal  and  Support.” 

The  retreat  leader  is  Mark  A.  Rouch, 
Ph.D,  who  is  the  present  director  of  Lake 
Junaluska  Intentional  Growth  Center 
and  is  the  author  of  "Competent  Minis¬ 
try:  A  Guide  to  Effective  Continuing 
Education.”  Rouch  has  also  served  as  di¬ 
rector  of  Continuing  Education  for  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  is  an  Or¬ 
dained  Elder  in  the  Western  North  Caro¬ 
lina  Conference. 

The  goals  for  the  weekend  include  re¬ 
ception  of  half  a  CEU,  Bible  study  inte- 
grated  into  program  and  time  for 
individual  renewal  and  growth  of  friend¬ 
ships. 

The  retreat  is  a  low  cost  event  which 
will  provide  an  opportunity  for  pastors, 
campus  ministers,  hospital  chaplains 
and  district  superintendents  to  meet  oth¬ 
er  co-workers  for  God  in  a  unique  envi¬ 
ronment. 

For  more  information,  please  contict 
District  Superintendent  Dr.  Stone  Caraway 
or  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  the  1987  Com¬ 
mittee  Chairperson  for  the  retreat. 
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<  Editorial 

Our  differences  need  not  divide  us 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


OCTOBER  9,  1987 


A  recent  interdenominational  meeting 
of  mission  leaders  was  such  a  "natural” 
that  one  wonders  why  something  like  it 
didn’t  take  place  sooner  (see  UMR.  Sept. 
25). 

Some  29  officials  from  20  church  and 
para-church  mission  organizations  met 
last  week  to  talk  about  world  evangeliza¬ 
tion.  i.e..  sharing  the  Gospel  with  all  the 
world's  people  Despite  their  common  in¬ 
terests.  it  was  the  first  time  many  of 
them  had  met  face-to-face.  When  they  fi¬ 
nally  did.  however,  their  meeting  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  fruitful.  For  example  they: 

•Agreed  to  promote  a  day  of  prayer 
and  fasting  to  dramatize  the  need  to 
share  the  Gospel  worldwide; 

•Discussed  ways  to  help  newly  con¬ 
verted  Christians  in  remote  areas  get  in¬ 
volved  with  established  church  mission 
agencies; 

•Agreed  on  a  follow-up  meeting  to 
discuss  forming  an  information  network 
for  tracking  mission  efforts  around  the 
world. 

Following  the  two-day  event,  a  spokes¬ 
man  said:  "We  felt  an  immediate  kinship 
with  each  other." 

We’re  greatly  encouraged  by  this  his¬ 
toric  meeting  of  mission  leaders  from  di¬ 
vergent  theological  and  ecclesiastical 
backgrounds.  So  great  are  some  of  their 
differences  in  belief  and  practice  that,  if 
it  were  not  for  this  special  meeting,  it  is 
unlikely  that  they  would  have  crossed 
paths  as  part  of  their  normal  routine. 

The  promising  outcome  of  their  meet¬ 
ing  suggests  something  very  important: 
When  we  as  Christians  get  together  to 


deal  with  the  heart  of  our  calling  as 
Christ's  followers— sharing  our  faith 
with  others— our  differences  are  less  im¬ 
portant  than  our  similarities. 

That's  as  it  should  be.  Regrettably,  our 
actions  don’t  sufficiently  reflect  that  re¬ 
ality.  Divided  by  a  number  of  less-than- 
ultimate  matters— the  nature  of  biblical 
authority,  ordination  of  women,  official 
stances  on  various  social  issues,  to  name 
a  few— members  of  the  body  of  Christ 
often  seem  more  intent  on  protecting 
their  turf  than  extending  the  faith. 

As  a  result,  the  church's  mission  at  all 
levels— local,  national  and  internation¬ 
al— is  fragmented  and  diminished. 

By  contrast,  the  missions  leaders’  meet¬ 
ing  demonstrates  an  often-repeated  but  lit¬ 
tle  acted-upon  truth:  Our  differences  need 
not  divide  us— at  least  not  in  the  overrid¬ 
ing  task  of  leading  others  into  a  life-trans- 
forming  relationship  with  Christ. 

Indeed,  properly  viewed,  differing  em¬ 
phases  among  Christians  reflect  facets 
of  the  Gospel  that  otherwise  might  be 
overlooked  or  forgotten. 

We  commend  the  organizers  of  the 
mission  leaders’  meeting,  particularly 
the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Missions 
Board  that  initiated  it.  The  results  and 
spirit  of  that  meeting  are  a  good  model 
for  local  congregations  beyond  routine 
efforts  toward  ecumenical  cooperation. 

Who  are  the  Christian  individuals  and 
groups  in  your  community,  including  oth¬ 
er  churches,  whose  paths  you  wouldn’t 
routinely  cross  because  of  your  theologi¬ 
cal  differences?  Why  not  invite  such  peo¬ 
ple  to  consider  how  you  could  cooperate 
in  sharing  the  faith  with  others? 


Here  I  Stand 

‘Test-tube  babies’  bless,  don’t  curse,  our  lives 


By  KENNETH  W.  CHALKER 

As  should  be  the  case  in  these  techno¬ 
logical  times,  a  great  deal  of  discussion 
and  debate  surrounds  medical  ethics,  or 
more  broadly,  bio-ethics. 

Nowhere  is  this  discussion  more  emo¬ 
tion-charged  than  in  the  field  of  “in  vi¬ 
tro”  reproduction  and  embryo 
transplant— or,  in  a  more  common  fig¬ 
ure  of  speech,  around  “test-tube  babies." 

Those  who  oppose  the  implementation 
of  technological  advances  as  a  means  to 
bring  children  into  the  lives  of  individ¬ 
uals  who  otherwise  would  remain  child¬ 
less  often  do  so  on  the  grounds  that  such 
medical  technology  is  contrary  to  the 
will  of  God. 

When  does  life  begin? 

The  question  that  arises  in  such  discus¬ 
sion  regarding  God’s  will  is  "when  does 
human  life  begin?” 

Clearly,  those  who  ask  the  question  in 
this  context  of  opposition  to  methods  of 
"test  tube"  reproduction  usually  have  de¬ 
termined  already  that  a  new,  divinely 
sent,  human  life  begins  at  the  moment  of 
conception. 

Therefore,  in  such  a  perspective,  any 
altering  of  the  natural  process  of  repro¬ 
duction  challenges  the  intention  of  God. 

When  people  begin  telling  me,  with  a 
sense  of  incontrovertible  certainty,  what 
God’s  intentions  are,  I  get  nervous.  That 
nervousness  is  particularly  felt  when 
people  emphatically  maintain  that  God 
is  opposed  to  medical  technology— the 
same  medical  technology  that,  when 
morally  practiced,  adds  so  abundantly  to 
our  lives. 


I  believe  that  the  biological  life  of  a 
potential  individual  begins  before  con¬ 
ception. 

Sperm  and  egg  cells  are  biologically 
vital  before  they  meet.  To  be  sure  then, 
conception  is  a  spe¬ 
cial  moment.  But  it  ' 
is  only  one  of  many 
moments  required  in 
the  development  of  a 
person. 

And  for  me,  that  is 
the  key  point  of  con¬ 
cern— not  when  hu¬ 
man  life  begins  but 


Kenneth  Chalker 


when  a  human  life  becomes  a  person. 

Life  is  a  process 

The  biblical  witness  suggests  to  me 
that  life  is  a  process.  In  the  Genesis  ac¬ 
count  of  Adam  and  Eve,  for  instance,  the 
image  of  God— that  imparted,  unique, 
spiritual  essence  that  sets  people  apart 
from  animals,  one’s  personhood— comes 
to  Adam  when  Adam  is,  physically  at 
least,  fully  grown. 

Throughout  the  Scriptures  the  empha¬ 
sis  on  human  life  is  growing  in  favor 
with  God  and  man.  There  is  no  instanta¬ 
neous  moment  when  we  are  miraculous¬ 
ly  made  a  unique  personality. 

If  anything,  in  each  moment  we  are  ei¬ 
ther  moving  in  the  direction  of  God’s  im¬ 
age  or  toward  un-redeemed  instinct. 

It  would  appear  that  the  basic  beliefs 
of  most  people  within  the  Judeo-Chris- 
tian  heritage  assume  this  position.  In¬ 
deed,  if  that  is  not  so.  then  Christians 
must  reassess  some  important  doctrines. 

If  the  moment  of  conception  is  that 


singular  moment  when  we  become  a  per¬ 
sonality— a  soul  implanted  by  God— then 
why  do  many  Christians  practice  bap¬ 
tism  as  a  rite  to  save  what  God  has  sent? 

What  does  conversion  mean  if  not  the 
church’s  affirmation  that  we  develop  a 
life  that  takes  on  meaning  and  value  as  it 
is  lived? 

The  belief  behind  it  is  that  left  to  the 
natural  course  of  things,  the  human  be¬ 
ing  becomes  selfish,  narrow  and,  all  too 
frequently,  vicious.  Thus,  there  are  many 
"conceptions"  that  must  take  place  as  a 
human  being  becomes  a  person. 

Technology  should  be  celebrated 

All  of  that  leads  me  to  conclude  that 
the  medical  technology  that  can  help 
people  become  parents  whose  physiology 
would  otherwise  thwart  or  prevent  it  is  a 
gift  to  be  celebrated. 

Those  of  us  convinced  of  the  presence  of 
a  living,  loving  God  can  even  be  grateful 
to  God  for  the  gifts  of  medical  technology, 
technology  that  provides  more  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  lives  to  grow  in  God’s  image. 

Finally,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is 
great  precedent  for  believing  that  it  is 
God’s  wav  to  help  those  otherwise  barren 


to  have  children. 

From  Sarah,  who  bears  Isaac,  to  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  who  gives  birth  to  John,  God  is  al¬ 
tering  the  natural  course  of  things  and  •! 
producing  great  joy  in  the  process. 

And,  if  all  that  were  not  enough,  is  it  . 
not  orthodox  Christian  belief  that  Mary, 
the  mother  of  Jesus,  conceives  God’s  son, 
if  not  by  artificial  means,  then  most  cer- 
tainly  by  an  extraordinary  method  of  •; 
fertilization? 

When  it  comes  to  helping  the  hereto- 
fore  childless  have  children,  I  think  med- ' 
ical  technology  is  one  way  God  is  ' 
choosing  to  reveal  how  we  are  being 
blessed  in  this  late  20th  century,  not 
cursed. 

"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Kenneth  W. 
Chalker  is  senior  pastor  of  the  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  Cleveland  (East 
Ohio  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


My  Witness 

What  a  marvelous  week 
of  visiting  with  the  pope 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Fundamentalism  belongs  to  UM  tradition 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Sept.  18  editorial,  instead  of  “Look¬ 
ing  at  fundamental’  differences,”  didn’t 
mention  the  types  of  fundamentalists: 

Type  A’s  who  hold  to  "The  Fundamen¬ 
tals”  (Martin  Marty  called  them  “a 
group  of  mild-mannered  tracts.");  Type 
B’s  or  dispensationalists;  and  Type  C’s— 
"Come-outers." 

It  also  distorted  the  fundamentalist 
understanding  of  Scripture’s  authority. 

How  does  a  pastor’s  misuse  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  discredit  its  authority?  A  doctor’s 
misdiagnosis  doesn’t  discredit  his  medi¬ 
cal  texts. 

Finally,  it  implied  that  all  fundamen¬ 
talism  lies  outside  the  UM  tradition? 
How?  Wesley  (a  Type  A)  said,  "If  there  be 
any  mistakes  in  the  Bible,  there  may  as 
well  be  a  thousand.  If  there  be  one  false¬ 
hood  in  that  book,  it  did  not  come  from 
the  God  of  truth.”  (Journal,  July  24, 1776). 

As  late  as  1955.  a  UM  seminary  text 
read:  "There  are  no  errors  on  scientific 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Watertown,  Mass. 

The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read¬ 
ers  about  375  member-families  of  the  St. 
John’s-Watertown  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Watertown,  Mass.  (Southern 
New  England  Annual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church's  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Watertown  we 
say.  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative  and  that  you  will  join  with  oth¬ 
er  readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter." 
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subjects  found  in  Scripture.  Whatever 
may  be  claimed  to  be  an  error  in  science 
must  be  due  either  to  some  erroneous 
theory  of  science  or  to  a  faulty  interpre¬ 
tation  of  the  Scriptures"  (S.  J.  Gamerts- 
felder,  Systematic  Theology).  Is  that  now 
out  of  date? 

If  the  Bible  is  flawed,  let’s  discuss  the 
flaws.  But  my  experience  has  been  that 
most  "errors”  come  from  something’s 
being  misread. 

If  I  can’t  explain  it,  I  can  doubt  my 
own  infallibility  and  suspend  judgment. 

Jonathan  Alan  Carlsen 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Criticism  unwarranted 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  your  editorial,  "Looking 
at  fundamental  differences"  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  18),  I  was  interested  in  seeing  the 
program  on  PBS.  I  was  rather  apprehen¬ 
sive  because  of  your  negative  comments 
but  was  very  glad  I  did  watch  it. 

I  do  not  believe,  however,  that  “the 
pastor's  inflexible  use  of  Scripture  com¬ 
pounded  the  couple’s  marriage  difficul¬ 
ties.”  The  erring  wife  was  determined  to 
continue  her  adulterous  life.  I  thought 
the  pastor  dealt  with  it  wisely. 

It  is  too  bad  the  father  left  the  church, 
but  I  feel  he  did  not  want  to  let  God  con¬ 
trol  his  anger  toward  his  wife. 

Again,  I  feel  the  pastor  counseled  him 
in  a  very  direct  Christian  way.  I  would 
not  want  to  blame  the  pastor  for  this 
man’s  own  decision. 

I  do  not  feel  that  the  "people  shown 
lead  joyless,  stifled  and  ingrown  lives.” 
It  is  like  any  community  with  problems, 
as  all  communities  have,  but  still  sup¬ 
porting  each  other  in  Christian  love.  The 
program’s  focus  was  just  on  this  particu¬ 
lar  group  of  people. 

I  doubt  many  United  Methodists  would 
like  the  direct  approach  the  fundamen¬ 
talists  have  to  being  "born  again.”  Since 
they  are  winning  many  to  Christ,  maybe 
we  have  much  to  learn. 

If  God  is  our  creator,  why  not  apply 
His  principles  to  every  phase  of  our 
lives?  After  reading  the  editorial,  I  felt  it 
had  a  taint  of  “self-righteousness”  in  it.  I 
hope  not,  since  we  all  have  much  to  learn 
as  Christians. 


THAT'S  HOT  GO  SAP, 
AT  THAT 


I  couldn’t  help  wondering  what  John 
Wesley  would  say  about  this  program. 

Martha  Murphy 

North  Fort  Myers,  Florida 

Pope  stamp  never  issued 

To  the  Editor: 

In  regards  to  your  Sept.  11  editorial, 
"Pope's  visit.  Affirming  the  ferment,”  it 
is  stated  that  a  "commemorative  stamp 
showing  the  pope  led  Madalyn  O’Hair  to 
charge  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  with  vio¬ 
lating  the  principle  of  church  and  state.” 

Again,  further  on  it  is  stated,  “  Sepa¬ 
ration  of  church  and  state’  complaints 
about  the  pope’s  image  on  a  postage 
stamp. . . 

As  a  stamp  collector  of  some  25  years,  I 
would  like  to  state,  and  I  believe  you  your¬ 
self  should  check  with  the  U.S.  Postal  Ser¬ 
vice,  that  this  issue  of  a  commemorative 
stamp  with  a  picture  of  the  pope  is  entire¬ 
ly  false.  No  such  stamp  was  ever  planned, 
is  being  planned  or  about  to  be  issued. 

First,  U.S.  Postal  laws  forbid  the  like¬ 
ness  of  any  living  person  on  a  stamp,  for 
one  reason.  Second,  the  issue  of  a  com¬ 
memorative  stamp  with  anyone’s  like¬ 
ness  cannot  occur  until  10  years  after 
their  death. 

One  exception  was  for  John  F.  Kenne¬ 
dy  in  1964. 

All  stamps  are  planned  and  screened 
years  in  advance,  so  how  they  could  sud¬ 


denly  arrive  at  this  decision  is  erroneous. 

Also,  if  you  will  check  your  facts,  it 
wasn't  Madalyn  O’Hair  who  filed  any 
charges  but  her  son  Thomas.  He  filed 
suit  to  block  the  use  of  any  postmark 
bearing  the  papal  crown  and  keys,  which 
is  the  coat  of  arms  of  Vatican  City, 
which  are  planned  to  be  used  in  the  cities 
the  Holy  Father  visits. 

A  postmark  is  far  different  from  a 
commemorative  stamp.  A  postmark 
cancels  stamps  with  such  phrases  as, 
“Fasten  Seat  Belts”  or  "Mail  Early.” 

As  you  may  recall,  a  few  years  ago, 
so-called  “religious”  stamps  were  issued 
with  the  likeness  of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi 
and  Martin  Luther.  These  are  commem¬ 
orative  stamps. 

Also,  last  year  the  likeness  of  a  Jewish 
rabbi  appeared  on  a  $1  stamp. 

These  men  had  been  dead  much  more 
than  10  years.  I  suppose  the  O’Hairs 
didn’t  like  that  stamp  issue  either. 

Phillip  A.  Schick 
Columbus,  Ohio 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from 
readers.  Letters  should  be  brief,  must  be 
original  and  must  carry  the  signature 
and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor."  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas. 
Texas  75266-0275. 


By  H.  MYRON  BRAUN 

What  a  marvelous  week  in  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  Texas! 

We  saw  “Cats"  and  the  pope  within  a 
span  of  three  days. 

An  outstanding  touring  company 
brought  “Cats,”  the  musical,  to  a  local 
stage.  The  music  is  by  Andrew  Lloyd 
Webber  (remember  him?— “Jesus  Christ 
Superstar,”  a  recent  "Requiem”  and 
many  others)  and  the  lyrics  based  on  po¬ 
ems  by  T.  S.  Eliot  (remember  him?— re¬ 
nowned  literary  figure  of  a  few  decades 
ago,  commemorated  last  year  on  a 
stamp). 

The  overall  vitality  and  energy  of 
“Cats,”  the  quality  of  its  staging  and  the 
execution  of  its  choreography  all  be¬ 
came  a  prelude  to  a  never-to-be-forgot¬ 
ten,  life-affirming,  life-renewing  Sunday. 
The  nation’s  ninth  largest  city  took  Pope 
John  Paul  II  to  its  heart. 

Religion  has  great  day 

It  was  a  great  day  for  organized  reli¬ 
gion,  a  great  day  for  the  human  spirit. 
For  just  a  moment  we  looked  beyond  the 
murder,  the  violence,  the  terrorism  of 
our  time  to  focus  on  our  common  human¬ 
ity,  our  human  hopes  and  aspirations. 

Yes,  it  was  a  lot  of  splash  for  one  man. 
But,  to  paraphrase  the  answer  to  an  old 
riddle  that  begins,  "When’s  a  man  not  a 
man?"  When  he’s  more  than  a  man,  a 
symbol  of  our  greater  humanity  and  la¬ 
tent  divinity,  an  incarnation  of  our  hopes 
for  peace. 

It  was  a  great  day  for  goose-bumps 
and  tears.  The  hundreds  of  thousands  at 
the  Mass  site  and  lining  the  streets  as  the 
popemobile  sped  by  took  one  another  and 
the  world  into  their  hearts.  The  pope’s 
mission  of  reconciliation  had  its  effect. 

The  memories  sped  by.  The  children— 
presented  for  the  pope’s  blessing,  sym¬ 
bolic  of  many  children  of  the  communi¬ 
ty.  The  Mass  site  — both  earthy  and 
elevating.  The  breaking  of  the  eucharis- 
tic  bread  and  its  serving  to  300,000  of  the 
faithful.  The  music— from  mariachi  to 
motet  and  the  current  Roman  Catholic 
penchant  for  hymns  of  Protestant  origin. 

Church  has  great  day 

It  was  a  great  day  for  the  church.  Such 
Protestant  grousing  and  muttering  that 
we  may  hear  surely  is  motivated  by  jeal¬ 
ousy  or  sour  grapes  or  both.  Why  mope? 
We  re  all  in  this  together. 

The  Holy  Father  is  no  one’s  father  and 
everyone’s  father.  He  becomes  the  sym¬ 
bol  of  our  history  and  our  heritage  and 


our  roots,  of  2,000  years  of  the  church. 
When  a  community  is  overcome  by  the’, 
charisma  and  compassion  of  a  leader  of 
world  Christendom,  we  might  as  well  ^n- 
joy  it.  The  day  is  far  spent. 

Of  course  it  costs  money.  You  don’t 
prepare  for  any  celebration  without  the 
expenditure  of  energy  and  resources. 

Here  was  an  event  of  grand  propor¬ 
tions  that  called  for  the  best  artistry 
available  as  well  as  the  best  logistical 
planning  that  human  ingenuity  could  de-  ; 
vise.  *r* 

Two  gigantic  towers  were  erected  as  • 
the  reredos  for  the  gigantic  altar,  with 
artistically  wrought  banners  of  colossal 
proportions.  By  chance  I  saw  these 
towers  just  minutes  before  the  tornadic 
winds  of  a  sudden  storm  brought  them 
crashing  to  the  ground  two  days  before 
the  Mass. 

But  a  lesser  altar  setting  of  beauty 
was  devised  nonetheless.  Archbishop 
Patrick  Flores  of  San  Antonio  expressed 
the  symbolic  connotation:  “The  towers 
may  have  fallen,  but  the  church  in  Texas 
is  still  standing." 

It  took  a  prominent  Baptist  preacher 
of  San  Antonio  to  put  the  expenditure 
into  perspective:  We  spend  billions  for 
weapons  of  war  and  destruction;  here  is 
a  relatively  paltry  sum  for  a  man  of 
peace  and  a  celebration  of  goodwill. 

Monday  provides  coda 

Monday  morning  was  the  coda.  The 
godly  goose-bumps  had  their  last  stand. 
The  pope  probably  is  glad  that  he’s  not 
awakened  every  morning  at  6  a.m.  by  a 
mariachi  band. 

That  curiously  designed  vehicle,  the 
popemobile,  with  its  square  bubble, 
made  one  last  trip,  this  time  back  to  the 
air  field.  There  were  the  last  wavings, 
the  last  blessings.  And  Pope  John  Paul  II 
disappeared  into  the  air. 

And  I  turned  from  the  TV  screen  to  the 
morning  paper  and  the  real  world.  And 
what  was  the  first  item  I  saw?  Pat  Rob¬ 
ertson  was  the  leader  in  a  straw  poll  in 
Iowa  of  Republican  candidates  for  the 
presidency.  Good  grief! 

"My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  H.  Myron  Braun  live S  in 
Boerne,  Texas. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Readers-Editors  Dialogue 

Have  we  examined  all  aspects  of  African  university? 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter  periodically  carried  ar¬ 
ticles  on  the  proposed  United  Methodist 
university  for  Africa,  including  one  from 
Zimbabwe  in  the  Aug.  28  issue. 

I  grant  that  these  short  articles  can 
not  contain  all  the  details  of  the  thought 
and  planning  that  has  been  devoted  to 
consideration  of  this  proposal.  Still,  it 
seems  to  me  that  some  pretty  fundamen¬ 
tal  questions  have  not  been  addressed. 

Among  these  questions  are: 

1.  What  have  been  the  assessments  of 
similar  colleges  and  universities  run  by 
various  denominations  and  ecumenical 
groups  in  different  countries  on  the  Afri¬ 
can  continent? 

2.  What  has  been  the  record  of  multi¬ 
national  institutions  of  this  sort? 

3.  Who  are  the  potential  students,  and 
how  and  where  are  they  likely  to  find 
employment  upon  graduation? 

4.  What  continuing  source  of  funding 
will  be  available  to  send  students  to  the 
university,  especially  those  from  distant 
African  nations? 

5.  What  alternative  institutions  al¬ 
ready  exist? 

6.  What  are  the  advantages  of  having  a 
purely  sectarian  United  Methodist  uni¬ 
versity  as  opposed  to  one  or  a  number  of 
ecumenical  institutions? 

The  basic  question  we  who  will  be  asked 
to  provide  funds  (through  our  apportion¬ 
ments)  to  such  a  venture  need  to  ask  is: 

What  assurance  do  we  have  that  this  is 
a  legitimate  need  that  really  makes  sense 
as  a  contribution  to  the  development  of 
human  potential  in  Africa,  as  opposed  to 


a  prestige  project  to  enhance  church  lead¬ 
ers  in  one  or  another  country? 

We  need  to  consider  this  carefully  both 
because  of  the  large  sums  of  money  in¬ 
volved  ($25  million)  and  out  of  concern 
that  by  our  gifts  and  our  actions  we  en¬ 
courage  a  spirit  of  cooperation  among 
our  African  brothers  and  sisters— not 
further  division  and  dependency  on  the 
"mother  church." 

Jim  Rugh 

Sevierville,  Tennessee 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  proposed  United 
Methodist  university  in  Africa  will  be  a 
major  issue  before  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference.  For  answers  to  Mr.  Rugh’s  ques¬ 
tions,  the  Reporter  asked  the  Rev.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter,  chief  executive  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  to  respond.  Dr.  Trotter  and  his 
agency  are  key  players  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  proposal. 

Jim  Rugh  has  raised  important  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  “Africa  Initiative."  They 
are  questions  seeking  solid  information. 
They  point  us  to  the  heart  of  the  matter, 
namely  the  reasons  for  this  undertaking. 

The  plain  fact  is  that  denominational 
and  ecumenical  groups  simply  have  not 
operated  colleges  or  universities  in  Afri¬ 
ca!  There  was  an  unsuccessful  effort  in 
Zaire  on  an  ecumenical  basis  20  years 
ago.  but  it  dissolved  under  the  pressures 
of  the  war  there. 

Cuddington  College  in  Liberia  is  an  Epis¬ 
copalian  school  and  may  be  the  only  excep¬ 
tion.  The  churches  were  restricted  by 


colonial  policies,  which  discouraged  and 
even  forbade  higher  education  for  Africans. 

There  is  no  “record  of  multinational  in¬ 
stitutions”  on  which  to  determine  feasibil¬ 
ity.  We  will  be  breaking  new  ground  in  this 
design.  The  positive  feature  of  its  interna¬ 
tional  character  is  that  the  conferences  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  provide  the 
natural  and  useful  constituency. 

The  university’s  students  will  be  high 
school  graduates  from  the  seven  nations 
in  Africa  where  there  are  United  Meth¬ 
odist  conferences.  The  mission  of  the  uni¬ 
versity  is  to  provide  leadership  in  the 
church,  both  clergy  and  lay,  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  stream  of  educated  people  for 
leadership  in  Africa  in  the  professions. 

In  Zimbabwe,  for  example,  there  are 
approximately  5,000  places  available  in 
the  one  state  university  and  1.2  million 
people  eligible  for  advanced  studies. 

The  university  will  be  funded  by  perma¬ 
nent  endowment,  tuition  from  parents  and 
friends  where  possible  and  by  fund-raising 
in  the  United  States,  Africa,  and  Europe. 

The  African  conferences,  the  fastest 
growing  in  the  church,  will  provide  signifi¬ 
cant  help  through  the  years.  The  sustain¬ 
ing  support  will  come,  however,  from 
philanthropic  sources  in  the  private  sector. 

The  funding  being  sought  from  the 
General  Conference  will  provide  suffi¬ 
cient  funds  for  the  first  few  years,  but 
the  university  ultimately  will  have  to 
rely  on  the  same  funding  administration 
as  other  universities. 

There  is  currently  no  institution  in  Af¬ 
rica  in  the  church-related  sector  that  is 
comparable  to  the  plan  for  this  universi¬ 


ty.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  church  to 
have  a  sectarian  institution. 

It  is  the  plan  that  significant  ecumeni¬ 
cal  involvement  will  be  developed,  but 
the  UMC  is  taking  the  lead  in  getting  the 
project  rolling.  Other  denominations 
have  saluted  our  initiative,  recognizing 
that  the  need  is  there  and  that  no  one 
else  has  moved  to  date.  They  have  prom¬ 
ised  us  their  help. 

Mr.  Rugh’s  warning  about  avoiding  de¬ 
pendency  on  the  “mother  church”  has 
been  considered  from  the  beginning.  The 
name,  “Africa  Initiative,”  clearly  af¬ 
firms  that  it  is  an  African  project  in 
which  the  U.S.  church  is  cooperating,  but 
it  is  not  a  U.S.  project  "for”  Africa.  Afri¬ 
can  leadership  at  every  level  and  every 
point  is  the  pattern  being  followed. 

This  initiative  is  too  complicated  to  be 
a  "prestige"  trip  for  our  church.  The  sit¬ 


uation  in  Africa  is  frankly  desperate. 

In  the  fastest  growing  part  of  the 
church  in  the  fastest  growing  continent, 
there  is  no  significant  church-related  in¬ 
stitution  of  higher  education.  The  basic 
need  for  the  African  church  and  for  Afri¬ 
ca  itself  is  for  trained  leadership. 

It  is  not  helpful  to  have  African  stu¬ 
dents  educated  in  the  United  States,  Eu¬ 
rope  and  Brazil  and  then  returned  to 
their  homes  as  strangers  to  African  is¬ 
sues.  The  “Africa  Initiative”  is  designed 
to  enhance  the  leadership  of  Africa  and 
is  a  matter  of  simple  justice. 

What  the  church  has  done  so  well  for 
leadership  in  the  United  States,  China, 
Japan  and  Latin  America,  it  ought  now, 
at  this  late  hour,  to  do  for  Africa! 


TRAVELING  SEMINAR 
to  South  Africa  and  Zimbabwe 
June  3-19,  1988 

LEADERS:  Robert  A.  Evans,  Executive 
Director  of  Plowshares  Institute; 
James  A  Forbes,  Professor  of  Preach¬ 
ing  at  Union  Theological  Seminary;  and 
Walter  Wink,  Teacher  and  author  of 
"Naming  the  Powers.” 

Contact: 

Auburn  Theological  Seminary 
3041  Broadway 
New  York,  NY  10027 
212-662-4315 


CLASSIFIED 


POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  Red  Bird  Medical  Center. 

Rural  eastern  Kentucky.  X-ray  Technician.  Family 
Practice  Physician  with  strong  diagnostic  interest 
BE  or  BC  Dentist  Kentucky  licensure  or  eligible. 
Registered  Nurse  Call:  (606)’ 598-5135.  G.B.  Kinney 
HC  69  Box  700.  Beverly.  Kentucky  40913 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDU 
CATION  with  responsibility  for  educational  minis¬ 
try  for  newborns  through  adulthood  in-this 
1. 200-member  church.  San  Jose  metropolitan  area. 
Professional  training  and  proven  competency  in 
Christian  Education  required.  For  application 
write  PSPR  Search  Committee.  First  UMC,  P.O 
Box  875,  Campbell.  CA  95009 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  sought 
for  1.000-member  church.  Job  description  avail¬ 
able.  salary  negotiable  Send  letter  of  inquiry  and 
resume  to  Dr  Dan  G.  Johnson.  Indian  River  City 
United  Methodist  Church.  1355  Cheney  Highway, 
Titusville.  FL  32780 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  needed  for  2.800  +  m  ... 
ber  church  in  Albany.  Georgia  Program  includes 
choirs  for  all  ages;  handbells  Master  s  with  expe¬ 
rience  preferred  Salary  negotiable.  Write  Search 
Committee.  Porterfield  United  Methodist  Church, 
2200  Dawson  Road  Albany.  GA  31707 
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appointments:  Is  the  church  serious? 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— “God’s  Human  Bouquet”  is  one  way  the  Rev.  Charles  Hutchinson  (center)  describes  United 
Methodism’s  ethnic  diversity.  But  at  the  denomination’s  recent  National  Convocation  on  Racism  he  led  a  workshop 
on  cross-racial  ministerial  appointments  that  generated  considerable  discussion  (see  related  story).  With  him  are, 
left,  the  Rev.  Richard  Yeager  of  the  church’s  higher  education  and  ministries  board  and,  right,  Rod  Hargo  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications. 


Scarritt,  Women’s  Division  reach 


agreement 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Trustees  of  Scarritt 
Graduate  School  and  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  United  Methodism's  mission  arm 
announced  a  new  partnership  Oct.  1 
which  will  keep  the  “historic  mission”  of 
Scarritt  in  Nashville. 

The  agreement  will  also  keep  the  Gothic- 
style  buildings  and  picturesque  campus  in 
the  United  Methodist  family. 

Scarritt  trustees  accepted  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  proposal  which  came  after 
months  of  deliberations  on  the  financial¬ 
ly-troubled  school’s  future. 

Kent  Weeks,  legal  counsel  for  Scarritt, 
said  under  the  plan  adopted  by  trustees: 

1)  The  Scarritt  property  will  be  sold  to 
the  Women’s  Division,  who  would  be  sole 
owners  and  claimants  to  the  real  assets; 

2)  A  new  educational  corporation- 
composed  of  representatives  selected  by 
both  the  Scarritt  trustees  and  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division — will  be  established  to  “re¬ 
examine  Scarritt’s  mission”  and  design 
an  educational  and  training  program  for 
church  laypersons; 


on  future  ii 

3)  Scarritt’s  trustees  will  set  up  a  foun¬ 
dation  to  oversee  Scarritt’s  endowment 
which,  Mr.  Weeks  said,  likely  will  be 
used  to  finance  the  new  educational  enti¬ 
ty  as  well  as  other  possible  projects 
which  “reflect  the  historic  mission  and 
emphasis  of  Scarritt.” 

Programs,  staff  likely  out  * 

Donald  J.  Welch,  Scarritt  president, 
told  a  press  conference  it  is  unlikely  that 
present  Scarritt  graduate  programs  in 
Christian  education  and  church  music 
will  continue  under  the  new  partnership. 
Neither  will  present  faculty  and  admin¬ 
istrative  staff  be  retained,  he  predicted. 

The  new  plan  will  be  submitted  for  ap¬ 
proval  to  Women’s  Division  directors  in 
mid-October. 

It  calls  for  establishment  of  a  center 
for  Christian  education  and  mission,  Mr. 
Weeks  said,  although  details  are  vague. 

United  Methodism’s  chief  governing 
body,  the  1988  General  Conference,  will 
be  asked  to  approve  the  legal  transfer  of 
the  property  to  the  Women’s  Division, 
giving  the  division  clear  title 


i  Nashville 

A  first  order  of  business,  with  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  property,  will  be  major  renova¬ 
tion  and  upgrading  of  the  buildings,  said 
Barbara  Campbell,  a  Women’s  Division 
official. 

Founded  as  training  school 

Founded  as  a  training  school  for  wom¬ 
en  missionaries  by  a  forerunner  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  Scarritt  moved  from 
its  original  site  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  to  its 
current  site  in  Nashville  in  1924.  The 
Women's  Division  turned  management 
of  the  school  over  to  the  trustees  in  1964. 

With  the  decline  in  the  number  of  mis¬ 
sionaries.  plus  development  of  other 
training  facilities,  the  school  began  expe¬ 
riencing  fiscal  troubles  in  the  1970s. 

Earlier  this  year  trustees  began  for¬ 
mal  talks  with  Duke  Divinity  School 
about  creating  a  Christian  education  and 
church  music  center  on  the  Duke  campus 
in  Durham,  N.C.,  bearing  the  Scarritt  name 
and  funded  by  the  Scarritt  endowment. 

However,  legal  claims  by  the  Women’s 
Division  to  the  property  changed  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  negotiations. 


SMU  trustees  nix  UM  bishops 9  open 
meetings  idea ,  special  church  post 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Despite  adopting  most  rec¬ 
ommendations  of  the  United  Methodist 
Bishops’  Committee  that  spent  three 
months  last  spring  investigating  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University’s  “pay  for 
play”  athletics  scandal,  the  university’s 
Board  of  Trustees  last  week  elected  to 
steer  its  own  course  in  two  areas. 

Board  members  voted  unanimously 
not  to  open  their  meetings  to  the  public 


and  decided  not  to  establish  an  office  for 
church  relations  at  the  university  as  rec¬ 
ommended  in  the  Bishops’  Committee 
report. 

Several  of  the  Committee’s  other  rec¬ 
ommendations  have  been  enacted,  said 
Board  Chairman  Ray  L.  Hunt  of  Dallas. 

In  their  48-page  report  the  bishops 
urged  an  investigation  of  all  sports  pro¬ 
grams,  closer  monitoring  of  athletic 
department  programs,  governance  activ¬ 
ities,  and  how  legal  matters  are  handled. 


The  Bishops’  Committee  was  formed 
in  March  to  investigate  an  athletic  and 
governance  scandal  at  SMU  which  re¬ 
sulted  in  suspension  of  the  school’s  1987 
football  season  by  the  National  Colle¬ 
giate  Athletic  Association  and  subse¬ 
quent  cancellation  of  the  1988  season  by 
the  university. 

Another  fallout  from  the  scandal  was 
an  overhaul  of  the  school’s  governance 
structure. 

The  bishops’  investigation  linked  for¬ 
mer  board  members  to  payments  to  foot¬ 
ball  players  which  were  continued  even 
after  SMU  was  placed  on  NCAA  proba¬ 
tion  in  August  1985  for  similar  violations. 

Among  recommendations  the  Commit¬ 
tee  issued  June  19  were  that  the  SMU 
Board  adhere  to  the  open  meetings  poli¬ 
cy  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  as 
part  of  a  new  commitment  to  “openness” 
and  that  an  office  of  vice  president  for 
church  relations  be  created  to  monitor 
ties  with  the  church. 

SMU  is  owned  by  the  South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

SMU’s  newly-appointed  president,  Dr. 
A.  Kenneth  Pye  and  Mr.  Hunt  both  said 
trustees  feared  that  discussions  of  cam¬ 
pus  issues  might  not  be  as  candid  as  nec¬ 
essary  if  meetings  were  open  to  public 
and  press  scrutiny. 

Though  the  closed-meeting  action  does 
not  adhere  strictly  to  the  “letter”  of  the 
bishops'  recommendation,  the  board  in¬ 
tends  to  comply  with  its  spirit,  said  Mr. 
Hunt. 

"The  board  is  functioning  exactly  as 
the  board  should,"  Mr.  Hunt  said,  citing 
“very  open  dialogue"  during  the  closed 
door,  two-day  meeting  that  ended  Oct.  3. 

Mr.  Hunt  pointed  out  that  the  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  the  church’s  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Area,  Bishop  John  Russell,  auth¬ 
ored  the  motion  which  keeps  the  meeting 
doors  closed. 

In  ruling  out  creation  of  a  special  of¬ 
fice  for  church  relations  recommended 
by  the  Bishops'  Committee,  SMU  trust¬ 
ees  instead  committed  themselves  to  de¬ 
veloping  their  own  plan  to  enhance  ties 
with  the  church. 

In  other  action,  the  board  agreed  not 
to  take  any  action  regarding  termination 
contracts  for  former  athletic  officials 
until  Texas  Attorney  General  Jim  Mat¬ 
tox  completes  his  investigation  Dec.  31 

The  state  official  is  examining  wheth¬ 
er  some  former  board  members  violated 
their  fiscal  responsibility  in  authorizing 
severance  payments  totaling  $863,013  to 
Athletic  Director  Bob  Hitch,  his  assistant 
Henry  Lee  Parker  and  football  coach 
Bobby  Collins. 


^^ShareThe 
"^ood  News 
Dible  For 
Only  51.50 


The  American  Bible  Society  proudly  offers  a 
special  edition  of  the  Good  News  Bible  at 
our  lowest  price  ever— only  $1.50! 

The  Good  News  Bible  is  an  accurate  and 
faithful  translation  that  speaks  in  the 
language  of  today— in  clear,  easy-to- 
understand  words.  That’s  why  it  is  ideal  for 
outreach  to  those  hearing  God's  message  of 
love  and  joy  for  the  first  time. 

This  full-size  edition  features  section 
headings,  Bible  book  introductions  and 
outlines,  a  word  list  and  footnotes. 

Join  with  those  who've  already  helped  to 
share  over  25  million  copies  of  the  Good 
News  Bible.  Reach  out  with  God’s  Word. 
Order  your  copies— for  only  $1.50  each  —  today. 


Available  at  cost  of  publi¬ 
cation  from  the  American 
.  Bible  Society,  a  non-profit 


organization  serving  the 
■  people  of  God  everywhere. 
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Workshop  agrees  it’s  tough  at  congregational  level 


Staff  Writer 

LOUISVILLE.  Ky.— The  Rev.  Charles 
Hutchinson,  pastor  of  Old  North  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Evansville,  Ind., 
was  talking  recently  about  a  hospital  vis¬ 
it  to  a  church  member  about  to  undergo 
surgery. 

But  the  visit  was  not  typical. 

Mr.  Hutchinson,  who  is  black,  has  been 
pastor  of  a  predominantly  white  congre¬ 
gation  since  1984.  Some  members  left 
the  church  in  protest. 

The  lady  he  went  to  visit  said  he  had 
no  business  coming  to  see  her,  since  she 
had  publicly  denied  him  as  her  pastor. 

“After  hearing  her  tell  me  to  leave,  I 
asked  her  if  she  would  mind  me  staying 
for  a  minute  to  have  a  word  of  prayer," 
he  said.  "She  said,  ‘Well,  reverend.  You 
may  not  be  my  pastor,  but  I’m  no  fool;  I 
still  can  accept  prayer,’  ”  said  Mr. 
Hutchinson  with  a  smile. 

He  added  that  prayer  is  still  the  key  to 
changing  attitudes  about  cross-racial  ap¬ 
pointments  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Indiana  minister  was  speaking  to 
nearly  100  clergy  and  lay  people  during  a 
seminar  on  “Preparing  for  Cross-Racial 
Appointments”  at  the  recent  National 
Convocation  on  Racism  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Close  to  700  United  Methodists  attend¬ 
ed  the  four-day  event  which  offered  42 
workshops  addressing  racism  and  its 
manifestations.  The  convocation  was  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  denomination's  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  and 
the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Strong  leadership  needed 

Mr.  Hutchinson  told  his  workshop 
group,  “You  also  need  strong  episcopal 
leadership;  lead  time  to  allow  feedback 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — A  study  commit¬ 
tee  mandated  by  the  1984  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference  has  approved  a 
10, 000- word  report  that  it  recommends 
become  the  denomination's  official 
statement  of  theological  teachings. 

For  better  or  worse,  depending  on 
one’s  point  of  view,  "pluralism”  is  not 
among  those  words,  but  numerous  refer¬ 
ences  to  "Wesley"  are. 

If  adopted  by  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  report  of  the  study  commit¬ 
tee— formally  known  as  the  Committee 
on  Our  Theological  Task— will  replace 
Part  II  in  The  Book  of  Discipline,  “Doc¬ 
trine  and  Doctrinal  Statements  and  the 
General  Rules,”  first  adopted  in  1972. 

The  22-member  study  committee  met 
Oct.  1-3  to  make  final  revisions  of  its 
work  from  the  past  four  years.  Numer¬ 
ous  changes  were  made  in  light  of  re¬ 
sponses  to  preliminary  drafts  received 
from  various  segments  of  the  church. 

Although  theological  study  committee 
members  tried  to  deal  with  such  criti¬ 
cisms  in  the  final  report,  Bishop  Earl  G 
Hunt  Jr.  (Florida  Area),  chairperson,  said: 

“The  committee  recognizes  that  some 
sincere  United  Methodists  will  continue 
to  hold  positions  different  from  certain 
parts  of  the  statement,  but  feels  that 
these  decisions  will  need  to  be  made  by 
General  Conference. 

Committee's  work  defended 

Bishop  Hunt  defended  the  committee’s 
work,  saying  that  its  basic  purpose  was 
to  heed  the  1984  General  Conference 
mandate  "to  prepare  a  new  statement 
that  will  reflect  the  needs  of  our  church 
and  define  the  scope  of  our  Wesleyan  tra¬ 
dition  in  the  context  of  our  contempo¬ 
rary  world.” 

Influences  of  John  Wesley’s  teachings 
are  reflected  in  the  new  document  by 
statements  sprinkled  liberally  through¬ 
out  the  report  such  as  “Wesley  believed 


from  the  congregation,  the  pastor  and 
his  family;  and  commitment  from  white 
and  minority  pastors  in  your  conference 
to  give  you  spiritual  support.” 

Mr  Hutchinson  pointed  out  that  in 
most  areas  the  circumstances  still  do  not 
exist. 

“Regardless  of  what  our  [United  Meth¬ 
odist]  church  policy  is,  the  closer  you  get 
to  the  local  church,  the  harder  it  is  for 
that  attitude  of  separate  congregations 
to  change.  " 

When  he  was  assigned  to  the  Old  North 
church  by  Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp  (Indiana 
Area),  Mr.  Hutchinson  said,  at  least  100 
members  like  the  woman  facing  surgery 
left  the  congregation  in  protest.  But  the 
congregation  has  weathered  the  initial 
stormy  periods,  said  the  pastor,  and  a 
"transformation  process  has  taken  place 
within  the  people. 

"Now  what  we  have  left  is  a  core  of 
people  determined  to  make  the  cross-ra¬ 
cial  appointment  work.” 

Is  it  unrealistic? 

During  a  question  and  answer  session, 
several  clergy  participants  voiced  con¬ 
cern  that  open  intineracy  is  an  unrealis¬ 
tic  idea  in  some  conferences. 

One  white  district  superintendent  said 
black  pastors  in  his  area  did  not  want  to 
be  sent  to  a  white  church.  A  white  pastor 
said,  "I  would  not  be  accepted  in  a  black 
church,  because  I  can  not  preach  in  the 
black  tradition.” 

Even  at  the  close  of  the  session,  some 
persons  had  not  been  persuaded  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  plan  for  cross-racial  appointments 
in  their  conferences. 

But  the  Rev  Madge  Floyd  of  the  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  conference  declared, 
“The  key  to  the  issue  is  for  conferences 


that  ,"  "Wesley’s  method  of  interpre¬ 
tation  applied  . . .,”  and  "the  Wesleyan 
heritage  reflects _ ” 

One  invited  outside  respondent  to  the 
document  reportedly  expressed  concern 
about  the  heavy  Wesleyan  emphasis,  ob¬ 
serving  that  "there’s  just  so  much  of  Mr. 
Wesley  that  the  modern  church  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  take.” 

However,  committee  member  Bishop 
Emerito  P.  Nacpil  of  The  Philippines 
said  "the  effort  to  reclaim  our  Wesleyan 
tradition  is  an  important  contribution  to 
the  ecumenical  dialogue.” 

By  contrast  with  the  1972  statement 
that  it  is  proposed  to  replace,  the  new 
document  omits  any  reference  to  "theo¬ 
logical  pluralism”  and  emphasizes  the 
importance  of  the  “primacy  of  Scripture” 
as  the  main  source  and  criterion  “for  au¬ 
thentic  Christian  truth  and  witness." 

Theological  pluralism,  as  defined  in  a 
book  written  by  a  member  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  that  produced  the  1972  statement, 
means  that  “within  broadly  defined  limits 
United  Methodists  are  commended  to  hold 
in  creative  tension  all  of  the  new  and  old 
religious  thoughts  and  movements .” 

Uneasiness  with  pluralism 

Growing  uneasiness  with  pluralism,  as 
well  as  belief  that  the  1972  statement 
does  not  adequately  emphasize  the  unique 
importance  of  Scripture  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  prompted  some  500  netitions  at  the 
1984  General  Contcrence  requesting  a 
new  statement  of  theological  doctrine. 

Some  of  the  most  spirited  discussion  at 
the  meeting  dealt  with  pluralism. 

"The  old  (1972)  document  almost  glori¬ 
fied  pluralism,"  Bishop  Hunt  said.  "It  did 
so  in  a  justifiable  way  But  the  term  be¬ 
came  abused.” 

Bishop  Nacpil  said  that  pluralism  has 
been  "highly  disastrous”  for  the  church. 

"We  cannot  have  a  pluralism  of  doc¬ 
trines,”  he  said.  “There  must  be  stand¬ 
ards  that  regulate  our  understanding  of 
the  faith." 


to  be  faithful  to  the  appointment  pro¬ 
cess. 

"We  should  not  need  to  ask  churches  if 
they  will  accept  open  itineracy,  because 
the  Discipline  defines  open  itineracy 
without  regard  to  race,  national  orgin, 
sex  or  age,”  said  Dr.  Floyd,  a  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  district  superintendent. 

"If  that  Discipline  statement  says  we 
are  an  inclusive  church,  we  don’t  need  to 
give  people  a  choice  on  crc^s-racial  ap¬ 
pointments.  If  we  are  going  to  keep  our 
integrity  through  that  [document],  then 
we  have  got  to  make  it  [open  itineracy] 
work.” 

Plan  rolls  on  ‘4  wheels’ 

The  Rev.  J  Richard  Yeager,  staff 
member  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  told  the  work¬ 
shop,  "Wanting  the  fruits  of  open  itiner¬ 
acy  will  not  make  it  happen.  Clearly 
stated  conference  goals,  policies,  plans, 
and  preparation  for  superintendents, 
pastors  and  key  congregational  leaders 
are  the  four  wheels  on  which  open  itiner¬ 
acy  can  roll,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Yeager  also  discussed  an  upcom¬ 
ing  program  by  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  called  "cross-ethnic  learning." 

This  pilot  project,  scheduled  for  1988, 
involves  continuing  education  resources 
based  on  what  the  denomination’s  four 
ethnic  caucuses  (black,  Asian-American, 
Hispanic,  and  Native  American)  consider 
unique  to  their  culture  and  forms  of  wor¬ 
ship. 

Classes  will  be  taught  by  representatives 
of  the  four  ethnic  caucuses.  Pastors  will 
receive  continuing  education  credits  by 
attending  classes  or  completing  a  short 
term  study  leave  coordinated  by  the 
higher  education  board. 

‘Shell  game’ 
controversy 
pits  2  UMs 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  United  Methodist  layman  and  a  for¬ 
mer  United  Methodist  bishop  have 
squared  off  over  Shell  Oil’s  strategy  to 
counter  an  international  boycott  sparked 
by  the  firm’s  ties  with  South  Africa. 

The  layman,  Tim  Smith,  is  director  of 
an  interfaith  organization  which  counts 
three  United  Methodist  agencies  among 
its  members. 

Mr.  Smith,  director  of  the  Interfaith 
Center  for  Corporate  Responsibility, 
spelled  out  the  criticism  in  a  paper  titled 
“Shell  Game:  Shell  Oil’s  Secret  Plan  to 
Counteract  the  Anti-apartheid  Boycott." 

The  former  bishop  is  Dr  James  Arm¬ 
strong.  who  was  until  Oct.  1  an  executive 
for  an  international  negotiating  firm 
hired  to  mediate  the  dispute  between 
Shell  and  groups  engaged  in  the  boycott. 

Religious  groups  are  among  organiza¬ 
tions  boycotting  select  companies  doing 
business  in  South  Africa  in  an  attempt, 
short  of  warfare,  to  end  that  nation's 
apartheid  (legal  separation  of  races). 

Shell  is  targeted  for  its  involvement  in 
South  Africa’s  biggest  oil  refinery  and 
the  off-shore  station  through  which  most 
of  the  country  's  imported  oil  is  delivered. 
The  company  is  one  of  12  labeled  "part¬ 
ners  in  apartheid”  by  the  Center,  whose 
members  include  the  United  Methodist 
General  Boards  of  Pensions.  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  and  Church  and  Society. 

Mr.  Smith  claims  Shell  adopted  a 
strategy  designed  by  Dr.  Armstrong’s 
former  employer,  Pagan  International, 
to  "deflect"  church  opinion  from  a  boy¬ 
cott  or  disinvestment  in  Shell  by  engag¬ 
ing  church  activists  in  development  of 
plans  for  post-apartheid  South  Africa. 

"What  the  company  was  doing  was 
protecting  its  own  interest,”  Mr.  Smith 
argues.  "Shell’s  argument  that  it  is  work¬ 
ing  hard  to  end  apartheid  is  revealed  as 
nothing  more  than  a  convenient  public 
relations  gimmick.” 

Dr.  Armstrong  disputes  that  charge. 
“There  are  two  issues  of  paramount  im¬ 
portance  in  South  Africa,  and  they  must 
be  considered  simultaneously,”  the  for¬ 
mer  UM  bishop  said. 

"First,  how  can  apartheid  be  brought 
down  . .  without  fearsome  bloodshed? 
Second,  how  can  a  sound  socioeconomic 
base  be  provided  for  a  post -apartheid 
South  Africa?” 

Dr.  Armstrong  said  he  told  Shell  offi¬ 
cials  a  boycott  would  "doubtless  contin¬ 
ue"  as  long  as  apartheid  continues,  and 
that  his  personal  emphasis  would  be  on 
post-apartheid  possibilities. 

He  called  "dangerously  shortsighted” 
the  Interfaith  Center’s  idea  that  “being 
concerned  about  the  plight  of  post-apart¬ 
heid  South  Africa  merely  plays  into  the 
hands  of  [South  African  President]  Botha 
apologists"  ‘ 

Mr.  Smith  acknowledged  that  “the  dis¬ 
cussion  (about  post-apartheid  South  Afri¬ 
ca)  has  integrity”  but  he  said  "the 
integrity  is  compromised  when  Shell 
uses  that  as  a  strategy  to  stop  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  dismantle  apartheid.” 

Last  week.  Dr  Armstrong  severed  his 
connection  with  the  negotiating  firm  to 
return  to  Denver.  Colo.,  where  he  will 
continue  as  visiting  professor  at  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  and  direct  his  own  in¬ 
ternational  mediation  center. 

Meanwhile,  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Pensions  is  supporting  a  stock¬ 
holders  resolution  calling  for  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  meeting  of  stockholders  to 
consider  Shell’s  South  Africa  presence. 

UMR  Associate  Editor  Glen  Larum 
wrote  this  article  based  in  part  on  infor¬ 
mation  provided  by  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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Seminary  begins  black-church  program 

DAYTON,  Ohio— United  Methodist-related  United  Theological  Seminary 
inaugurated  its  Black  Church  Ministries  Program  Sept.  30-Oct.  1  with, 
among  other  events,  presentation  of  a  Bible  to  the  program’s  first  dean,  the 
Rev.  Daryl  Ward  (right).  Making  the  presentation  is  seminary  president  the 
Rev.  Leonard  I.  Sweet.  The  program  features  a  faculty  of  10  and  a  national 
advisory  board  whose  24  members  come  from  six  denominations. 

‘Wesley’  in,  ‘pluralism’ 
out  in  study  proposal 
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PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  ST.  MARK  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— The  church  and  society  committee  of  St.  Mark  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  discuss  ways  to  make  English  the  official  language  of 
the  U.S.  Committee  members  include  Shirley  Wilson,  Gary  Goble,  chair¬ 
man  Henry  Julliard,  and  Brenda  Riley. 


Local  church,  UM  agency 
at  odds  on  ‘English-only’ 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Even  as  the  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  was  announcing  its 
oposition  to  the  “English-only  move¬ 
ment"  at  its  recent  meeting  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  a  United  Methodist  local 
church  in  the  same  city  was  voicing  its 
support  for  the  proposed  constitutional 
amendment  to  do  exactly  that— make 
English  the  official  U.S.  language. 

The  committee  on  church  and  society 
of  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisville  began  a  campaign  last  spring 
supporting  English  as  the  one  language 
of  the  country. 

Officials  at  that  congregation  said 
they  do  not  know  whether  any  other 
United  Methodist  congregations  have 
adopted  similar  stands. 

The  “English-only  movement,”  based 
on  a  proposal  by  Sen.  S.  I.  Hayakawa 
(Calif.)  in  1981,  was  defeated  in  the  U.S. 
Senate.  Nonetheless,  legislation  aimed  at 
establishing  English  as  the  nation’s  offi¬ 
cial  language  has  gathered  momentum. 

The  first  such  law  was  passed  in  No¬ 
vember  1986  in  California.  Since  then,  32 
states  have  reportedly  considered  the  of¬ 
ficial-language  legislation,  and  it  has  be¬ 
come  law  in  13  states  (see  UMR,  Oct.  2). 

St.  Mark  Church  and  Society  Chair¬ 
man  Henry  P.  Julliard  told  the  Reporter 
that  “the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
overdue  in  taking  action  in  support  of  the 
proposed  law.” 

He  said  letters  were  sent  out  inform¬ 
ing  all  St.  Mark  Church  members  of  the 
proposed  constitutional  admendment. 

“People  in  the  church  wrote  letters  to 
our  congressman  asking  him  to  support 
the  legislation,”  Mr.  Julliard  said.  “I  also 
wrote  the  Louisville  Annual  Conference. 
Since  I  have  not  heard  from  the  confer¬ 
ence  office,  I  have  to  assume  that  there 
was  no  discussion  of  it.” 

The  Rev.  Arvil  Allen,  Louisville  confer¬ 
ence  council  on  ministries  director,  said, 
“The  annual  conference  has  not  made  any 
statements  on  the  subject.  As  far  as  any  lo- 

Bork  opposition 
disclaimed  after 
erroneous  report 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

An  inaccurate  Cable  News  Network 
(CNN)  report  Sept.  13  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  opposes  the  confirma¬ 
tion  of  Supreme  Court  nominee  Robert  S. 
Bork  provoked: 

•  An  emphatic  disclaimer  from  an  of¬ 
ficial  with  the  UM  Women’s  Division 
whose  August  mailing  reportedly  was 
the  basis  for  the  errant  CNN  report; 

•  An  apology  but  no  correction  from  a 
CNN  official. 

The  Women’s  Division  had  distributed 
a  request  urging  selected  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  members  to  study  Judge  Bork’s  civil 
rights  record  and  write  senators  with 
their  reactions. 

United  Methodist  news  director  Tom 
McAnally  said  CNN’s  Washington  report¬ 
er  apparently  misinterpreted  that  re¬ 
quest  for  study  as  a  position  by  the 
denomination. 

It  was  not  a  statement  opposing  the 
nominee,  said  Joyce  Hamlin,  executive 
secretary  for  public  policy  in  the  Wom¬ 
en's  Division. 

“We  have  not  taken  a  position  on 
Judge  Bork,”  she  said,  noting  that  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  directors  have  not  met 
since  Mr.  Bork’s  nomination  was  sent  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  McAnally  said  that  a  CNN  spokes¬ 
person  acknowledged  that  its  syndicated 
story  was  inaccurate  regarding  the  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  offered  an  apology.  Mr.  McAnally 
added,  though,  that  the  CNN  official  said 
no  “correction”  was  planned. 

Ms.  Hamlin  said  the  Women’s  Division 
mailing  included  a  statement  prepared 
by  the  Leadership  Conference  on  Civil 
Rights,  which  charged  Mr.  Bork  has 
“aligned  himself  against  most  of  the 
landmark  decisions  protecting  civil 
rights  and  individual  liberties”  handed 
down  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  past 
four  decades. 

“What  we  said  was  that  we  did  not 
have  a  position,"  Ms.  Hamilin  stated.  “If 
they  shared  the  concerns  the  Leadership 
Conference  raised,  they  could  write  to 
their  senators.” 

Church  boards  or  agencies  may  speak 
for  themselves,  but  no  one  can  speak  for 
the  denomination  except  the  General 
Conference,  which  meets  every  four 
years.  The  next  General  Conference  will 
be  held  in  April  and  May  1988  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 


cal  initiative  by  a  church  in  favor  of  En¬ 
glish  becoming  the  national  language,  this 
is  the  first  that  I  have  heard  about  it.” 

Bishop  Paul  Duffey  (Louisville  Area) 
told  the  Reporter  he  was  not  aware  of 
the  campaign  of  St.  Mark  church.  “But 
they  certainly  have  a  right  to  their  opin¬ 
ion,”  he  said. 

In  light  of  so  little  support  in  favor  of 
the  “English-only  movement,”  will  St. 
Mark  members  give  up  their  fight? 

"We  have  to  discuss  another  strategy 
this  fall,”  said  Mr.  Julliard. 

“I  am  aware  that  there  is  some  resis¬ 
tance  to  it,  but  those  groups  that  are 
against  the  constitutional  admendment 
are  not  acting  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
all  the  people  in  the  United  States.” 

“We  all  need  to  be  aware  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  is  doing  things  that  will  cost  the 
taxpayer  money,”  he  said.  "Billingual 
ballots  and  education  are  not  helping 
people  adapt  to  this  society.  It  would 
help  people  a  lot  if  they  (immigrants) 
learned  English." 

A  native  of  Geneva,  Switzerland,  Mr. 
Julliard  is  a  retired  director  of  airport 
operations.  His  native  tongue  is  French, 
but  he  also  speaks  fluent  Italian. 

“Since  I  am  foreign  born,  I  am  in  a 
perfect  position  to  say,  ‘Speak  any  lan¬ 
guage  you  want,  but  speak  English  as 
well,’  ”  he  said. 

Mr.  Julliard  and  three  other  members 
make  up  the  committee.  The  congrega¬ 
tion  has  563  members. 

The  Rev.  William  R.  Price,  pastor  of 
St.  Mark,  said,  “I  was  amazed  to  discover 
that  in  the  United  States  we  did  not  have 
the  official  language  of  English.  I  decided 
to  support  the  proposed  constitutional 
amendment  because  I  think  we  need  an 
official  language  for  our  country. 

“I  don’t  think  that  it  is  a  racism  issue. 
Ethnic  groups  cetainly  can  speak  their 
own  language.  If  you  move  to  France, 
the  offical  language  is  French,  and  the 
French  will  ask  you  to  speak  their  lan¬ 
guage  as  a  resident  of  that  country." 


the  church 
today 

UM  Metro  Ministry 
plans  halt  for  a  week 

ST.  LOUIS— For  the  first  time  in  its 
20-year  history,  United  Methodist  Metro 
Ministry  is  shutting  down  for  a  week,  Oct. 
12-16,  to  “husband”  its  resources  and  re¬ 
stock  a  depleted  food  pantry. 

The  Rev.  Harry  Smith,  director  of  the 
midtown  agency  for  the  past  four  years, 
said  the  entire  staff  will  take  a  week  of 
unpaid  vacation— a  $3,600  savings. 

“We’re  in  this  fix  for  a  couple  of  rea¬ 
sons,"  he  said.  "The  main  thing  is  we’re 
serving  about  double  the  clientele  we 
served  a  year  and  a  half  ago.  Needs  have 
increased  so  dramatically.” 

UM-related  seminary  announces 
religious  communications  M.A. 

DAYTON.  Ohio  (UMNS)— United 
Methodist-related  United  Theological 
Seminary  has  received  accreditation 
from  the  Association  of  Theological 
Schools  and  the  state  of  Ohio  for  a  new 
program  leading  to  a  master  of  arts  in 
religious  communications  degree. 

The  two-year  program  will  weave  pro¬ 
fessional  media  skills  of  radio,  video, 
computer  and  journalism  into  the  foun¬ 
dation  disciplines  of  biblical  study,  theol¬ 
ogy,  ethics,  Christian  education,  church 
history  and  pastoral  care. 

Retired  UM  minister  receives 
probation  on  sex  abuse  charge 

BALTIMORE— A  recently  retired 
United  Methodist  minister  has  received 
probation  before  judgment  for  sexual 
abuse  of  a  13-year-old  youth  member  in 
his  former  church. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  A.  Lloyd,  63,  re¬ 
quested  retirement  beginning  in  Septem¬ 
ber  and  pleaded  guilty  to  charges  of 
third-degree  sexual  offense  and  first-de¬ 
gree  sexual  child  abuse.  Mr.  Lloyd  was 
granted  probation  because  he  had  no  pre¬ 
vious  criminal  record. 

Officials  of  the  Baltimore  Conference 
said  as  soon  as  the  case  is  concluded  in 
the  courts,  a  church  ministry  board  will 
determine  whether  his  membership  in 
the  conference  will  continue.  The  Book 
of  Discipline,  the  United  Methodist  book 
of  law.  cites  “immorality"  and  "crime” 
as  offenses  for  which  an  ordained  minis¬ 
ter  can  be  charged,  investigated  and 
brought  to  trial  in  a  church  court. 
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‘Full  -service’  philosophy  fosters  growth 

Commitment  to  meet  needs ,  offer  ‘ more  than  Sunday  sermon’  revitalizes  church 


ship  slipped  during  the  70s. 

The  steady  climb  back  has  netted  al¬ 
most  250  members  since  Mr.  Brewer 
came  to  the  church  six  years  ago.  Mem¬ 
bership  now  stands  around  1,450. 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

SALISBURY,  Md.— The  Rev.  Otho  G. 
“Bud”  Brewer  Jr.  says  a  simple  reason 
explains  why  his  208-year-old  congrega¬ 
tion  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland  is 
growing:  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  is  a  “full-service”  church. 

People  want  full-service  banks  and 
full-service  supermarkets,  he  says.  Why 
not  full-service  churches? 

“Potential  members  look  for  three 
things  in  a  church,”  he  said.  “Good  park¬ 
ing,  air  conditioning  and  a  youth  group 
for  their  children.” 

Mr.  Brewer  jokingly  admits  that’s  only 
part  of  the  story,  but  he  does  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  people  want  more  from  their 
church  than  just  a  Sunday-morning  ser¬ 
mon.  Offering  more  has  helped  Asbury 
UMC  grow  steadily. 

Full  service— under  one  roof 

Like  the  grocery  shopper  who  can  get 
food,  medicines  and  hardware  products 
at  a  full-service  supermarket,  church 
“shoppers”  at  Asbury  can  worship,  ob¬ 
tain  Christian  education,  drop  their  chil¬ 
dren  off  for  day  care,  send  their 
teen-agers  to  dances  on  Saturday  night, 
join  one  of  five  choirs,  serve  in  mission 
outreach,  get  professional  personal  and 
family  counseling  and  enjoy  Christian 
fellowship— all  under  one  roof. 

Founded  in  1778,  Asbury ’s  heyday  was 
1962  when  membership  stood  at  1,506.  But 
like  many  mainline  churches,  member- 


Evangelism  philosophy  changed 

Mr.  Brewer  credits  a  dramatic  turn  in 
his  own  “church  growth”  philosophy  20 
years  ago  with  a  "track  record”  of  bring¬ 
ing  in  1,687  new  members— half  of  them 
on  profession  of  faith— into  various 
churches  he  has  served. 

“I  used  to  recruit  people  for  what  they 
could  do  for  the  church,”  he  said.  “Then  I 
started  looking  for  what  the  church 
could  do  for  them  (potential  members).” 

Psychologist  Bonnie  Farkasfalvyt,  a 
part-time  pastor,  adds: 

"Our  purpose  is  not  to  go  out  and  get 
more  people  to  join  the  church.  Our  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  find  ways  the  church  can  serve 
our  people.” 

The  result  has  been  a  revitalized 
church  brimming  with  activity  that  at¬ 
tracts  people  and  adds  steadily  to  the 
membership  rolls,  she  said. 

Four  pastors  and  a  minister  of  music 
staff  the  congregation  adjacent  to  Salis¬ 
bury  State  College. 

Ms.  Farkasfalvyt,  a  former  psychiat¬ 
ric  nurse,  works  part-time  at  the  church 
in  individual  and  family  counseling.  As¬ 
sociate  Pastor  Earle  Baker  works  in 
Christian  education,  youth  ministries  and 
evangelism. 

Minister  of  Music  Taylor  Harvey  leads 
the  five  choirs. 

The  church  sponsors  three  Boy  Scout 
troops  and  two  Girl  Scout  troops.  The 
church  gymnasium  is  open  every  after¬ 
noon  for  young  people.  The  buildings  are 
open  every  night  of  the  week  for  church 
and  community  groups.  Any  non-profit 


SALISBURY,  Md. — Barbara  Whitehead  presides  over  ‘the  pumpkin 
patch,’  a  part  of  the  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church’s  annual  fall  event  to 
raise  money  for  missions. 


SALISBURY,  Md.— Playing  the  part  of  auctioneer,  layman  Jim  Smith 
opens  bids  on  a  set  of  dining  room  chairs  at  the  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church’s  annual  fall  fund-raising  auction,  dinner  and  bazaar.  Helping  Mr. 
Smith  are  Phillip  Fields,  back  left,  and  John  Strait,  right.  Last  year’s  fund 
raiser  brought  in  more  than  $6,200  that  was  distributed  among  six  local 
charities  in  the  Salisbury  area. 


group  can  use  the  building  free,  and  for- 
profit  groups  can  use  it  for  a  charge. 

Mr.  Brewer  says  that  making  the 
church  available  is  another  aspect  of  its 
evangelistic  outreach. 

“Coming  to  the  church  for  a  meeting  is 
sometimes  the  only  contact  with  a 
church  some  of  these  people  have,”  he 
says.  “If  they  can  catch  a  glimpse  of 
what  we’re  doing  here  during  the  week, 
maybe  they’ll  come  back  on  Sunday.” 

What  leads  to  church  growth? 

And  if  they  come  on  Sunday,  what 
brings  them  back  again  and  again? 

Mr.  Brewer  says  four  basic  factors 
lead  to  church  growth: 

•Strong  pastoral  leadership.  “Every 
sermon  I  preach  is  aimed  toward  a  deci¬ 
sion,"  he  says. 

•  Good  music.  “Look  at  these  growing 
independent  churches,”  he  says.  “They 
build  everything  around  music.  It  stirs 
people,  and  our  people  want  it.” 

•  An  efficient  church  staff.  “An  effi¬ 
cient  church  must  have  a  staff  that 
doesn’t  let  anything  fall  through  the 
cracks,”  he  said. 

•A  shepherding  program.  “When  you 
take  new  members  in,  you’ve  got  to  tie 
them  into  the  church  immediately,”  he 
said. 

“If  it  were  up  to  me,  I’d  abolish  25  per¬ 
cent  of  all  church  meetings,  Mr.  Brewer 
adds.  “The  church  is  getting  more  and 
more  organized  and  bureaucratic.  No¬ 
body  has  time  for  that.” 

Asbury  has  experimented  with  “abol¬ 
ishing”  meetings  by  cutting  them  back  to 
every  other  month. 

“One  key  to  getting  people  involved 
and  interested  in  church  affairs  is  to  cut 
back  on  the  meetings  and  make  those 
that  you  schedule  count,”  he  said. 


“Our  administrative  board  meets  every; 
other  month,  and  we  have  a  75  percent  at-’ 
tendance  record.  You  know  why?  Mem¬ 
bers  know  that  when  we  have  a  meeting,, 
something  is  going  to  be  accomplished.”  ; 

Mr.  Brewer  cites  the  church’s  United: 
Methodist  Women  as  another  active  group 
“with  a  clear  purpose.”  Asbury ’s  UMW  has 
nine  circles  “committed  to  mission.” 

They  have  built  their  program  around 
a  secondhand  “Opportunity  Shop”  that 
nets  $8,000  of  the  church’s  $13,000  mis¬ 
sion  budget  each  year.  . J 

Another  factor  in  getting  (and  keeping) 
people  involved  at  Asbury  is  a  lay  evan¬ 
gelism  team  that  visits  each  visitor’s 
home  within  days  of  his  or  her  Sunday 
visit  to  Asbury.  One  of  the  pastors  later 
makes  a  visit  in  each  home  before  any¬ 
one  joins  the  church. 

Asbury  opens  its  membership  six  to 
eight  times  a  year  and  new  members  are 
immediately  put  into  a  “shepherding 
program.”  It  links  them  with  old  mem¬ 
bers  for  six  months. 

The  “shepherds”  introduce  them  to  the 
congregation  the  day  they  join,  get  them 
involved  in  Sunday  school,  Bible  studies 
and  other  ministries  of  the  church. 

Soon  after  joining  Asbury,  each  mem¬ 
ber  is  sent  a  letter  asking  where  he  or 
she  would  like  to  serve  in  the  church. 

“We  have  virtually  a  100  percent  re¬ 
turn  rate  on  the  cards,”  Mr.  Brewer  said. 
(Only  two  requests  have  been  turned 
down  in  Mr.  Brewer’s  six-year  pastorate 
at  Asbury.) 

Running  a  full-service  church,  though, 
takes  full-service  commitment  from  the 
members,  he  admits. 

“If  we’ve  got  pne  weak  link,  that’s  it,” 
Mr.  Brewer  said.  “We  have  a  hard  time 
finding  places  for  everybody  to  serve.” 

It’s  a  predicament  many  churches 
would  like  to  be  in. 


Story  chronicles 
bishop’s  lifestyle, 
‘secret  existence’ 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Finis  Crutch¬ 
field,  who  died  May  21  from  acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome  (AIDS),  led  a 
secret  existence  as  an  active  homosexual 
for  much  of  his  adult  life,  according  to 
“Texas  Monthly”  magazine. 

The  magazine’s  October  cover  story 
entitled  “The  Gay  Bishop”  chronicles 
what  it  describes  as  the  late  bishop’s  40- 
year  double  life.  The  magazine  claims 
295,000  readers,  90  percent  of  whom  are 
in  Texas. 

Bishop  Crutchfield,  who  died  at  age  70, 
served  as  episcopal  leader  of  the 
church’s  Louisiana  and  Houston  areas 
during  a  12-year  tenure  as  an  active  bish¬ 
op.  He  retired  in  1984. 

Prior  to  his  election  as  a  bishop  in 
1972,  he  was  a  pastor  in  Oklahoma  for  32 
years  and  was  highly  regarded  for  lead¬ 
ership  in  evangelism,  church  extension 
and  growth. 

The  16-page  article  resulted  from  in¬ 
terviews  with  more  than  40  people  dur¬ 
ing  a  two-month  probe,  said  senior  editor 
Emily  Joffe.  Several  persons  named  in 
the  article  described  incidents  with  the 
bishop  in  which  he  revealed  his  sexual 
orientation. 

A  statement  by  Bishop  Crutchfield’s 
son,  the  Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield  of 
Odessa,  Texas,  published  earlier  in  the 
Reporter  (see  UMR,  May  29)  described  a 
candid  deathbed  conversation  he  had 
with  his  father.  In  it  he  said  the  bishop 
denied  participating  in  any  of  the  high 
risk  behaviors  associated  with  AIDS. 

Speaking  for  his  mother  and  himself, 
the  younger  Mr.  Crutchfield  said  he  be¬ 
lieved  his  father.  He  wrote:  “We  are  left 
with  the  conclusion  that  we  simply  do 
not  know,  and  may  never  know,  how  he 
contracted  the  virus.” 

His  statement  went  on  to  tell  how  his 
father,  in  his  retirement,  had  compas¬ 
sionately  ministered  to  AIDS  victims 
“without  thought  of  possibly  harmful 
consequences  for  himself.” 

Some  inferred  from  that  statement 
that  the  bishop  contracted  AIDS  through 
casual  contact.  That  heightened  fears 
among  volunteers  that  their  work  with 
AIDS  victims  could  expose  them  to  the 
disease  and  led  some  persons  in  the 
“gay”  community  to  express  concerns 
that  ministries  to  AIDS  victims  might  be 
jeopardized  (see  UMR,  June  5). 

During  the  ensuing  weeks,  many  ru¬ 
mors  and  second-hand  reports  began  cir¬ 
culating  about  the  bishop’s  lifestyle, 
including  articles  quoting  members  of 
Houston's  “gay"  community  saying  that 
Bishop  Crutchfield  was  well  known  to 
them. 


Tapes  You  Can  Sing  Along  With! 

Along  with  our  “Tribute  to  Fanny  J.  Crosby’’  recording 
we  now  have  two  more  congregational  singing  cassette 
tapes  available.  All  songs  on  both  cassettes  are  led  by 
RAY  WALKER,  bass  for  the  internationally  known  JOR- 
DANAIRES  QUARTET,  whose  voices  have  been  heard 
on  over  3  billion  records.  Each  cassette  is  1  hour  long, 
and  features  the  old  gospel  congregational  sound  that 
we  have  loved  so  long. 

“Wonderful  Words  of  Life” 


•  TAKE  MY  LIFE,  AND  LET  IT  BE 

•  WONDERFUL  WORDS  OF  LIFE 

•  SONG  OF  WONDERFUL  LOVE 
(Wonderful,  Wonderful) 

•  EVERY  CLOUD  HAS  A  SILVER  LINING 

•  WE  HAVE  AN  ANCHOR 

•  AM  I  NEARER  TO  HEAVEN  TODAY 

•  WILL  THERE  BE  ANY  STARS 

•  FROM  THE  CROSS  TO  THE  CROWN 

•  I’LL  LIVE  IN  GLORY 

•  I’LL  LIVE  ON 


•  UPON  THE  BANKS  OF  JORDAN  STOOD 
(All  Parts  Sung  By  Ray  Walker.) 

•  THERE  IS  A  FOUNTAIN 

•  GLORY  FOR  ME 

•  BECAUSE  HE  LIVES 

•  JESUS  IS  ALL  THE  WORLD  TO  ME 

•  WHERE  THE  ROSES  NEVER  FADE 

•  SURELY  GOODNESS  AND  MERCY 

•  HEAVEN 

•  WHISPERING  HOPE 


“It  Is  No  Secret  What  God  Can  Do” 

•  THIS  OLD  HOUSE 

•  PEACE  IN  THE  VALLEY 

•  HOW  GREAT  THOU  ART 

•  WHERE  COULD  I  GO? 

•  JUST  A  CLOSER  WALK  WITH  THEE 

•  HE’LL  UNDERSTAND  AND  SAY  "WELL 
DONE” 

•  PRECIOUS  MEMORIES 

•  WILL  THE  CIRCLE  BE  UNBROKEN 

These  tapes  are  truly  a  treasure  and  are  priced  at  only  $8.95  each  so 
every  family  can  have  one.  They  also  make  the  perfect  gift.  These  attrac¬ 
tively  packaged  recordings  may  be  obtained  by  writing  Dallas  Christian 
Sound,  or  by  completing  the  order  form  below. 

—  Life  Time  Guarantee  On  All  Dallas  Christian  Tapes  — 


•  IT  IS  NO  SECRET  WHAT  GOD  CAN  DO 

•  THERE  IS  A  BALM  IN  GILEAD 

•  TAKE  MY  HAND  PRECIOUS  LORD 

•  WHEN  THE  SAINTS  GO  MARCHING  IN 

•  I  WANT  TO  KNOW 

•  BECAUSE  HE  LIVES 

•  AMAZING  GRACE 

•  HE  SET  ME  FREE 

•  BATTLE  HYMN  OF  THE  REPUBLIC 


DALLAS  CHRISTIAN  SOUND  please  rush 


□  “Wonderful  Words  of  Life” 

□  “It  b  No  Secret  What  God  Can  Do” 


P.  O.  BOX  796072 
DALLAS,  TEXAS  75379 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS 


CITY _ STATE _ ZIP  _ 

SPECIAL:  Get  Two  Tapes  For  Only  $17.00 


SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 
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On  Cfhe  Way  . . . 


"The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  reviving  the  soul.” 

Psalm  19:7 

This  is  a  psalm  in  praise  of  the  law.  To  be  in  the  law  was  "life,  liberty, 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.”  It  was  a  stronghold  keeping  back  the  jungle  of 
primitive  anarchy.  It  was  a  sea  wall  holding  back  the  floods  of  an  irrational 
pagan  world.  No  wonder  the  Psalmist  with  passionate  gratitude  could  cry: 
"The  precepts  of  the  Lord  are  right,  rejoicing  the  heart.” 

We  are  all  cradled  in  a  matrix  of  law.  From  birth  to  death  we  are  subject 
to  the  laws  of  health,  the  laws  of  social  living,  the  laws  of  moral  reality. 
These  laws  are  more  permanent  and  fundamental  than  legal  enactments. 
They  tell  us  that  human  nature  thrives  on  giving  and  sharing,  that  hatred 
and  contempt  are  self-destructive,  that  forgiveness  blesses  the  one  that 
gives  and  the  one  that  takes. 

But  there  are  many  of  us  who  have  a  respect  for  the  law  who  haven’t 
learned  to  sing  it  like  the  Psalmist.  If  we  are  honest  because  "honesty  is  the 
best  policy,”  we  are  moral  hucksters.  If  we  are  faithful  because  we  fear 
public  opinion,  we  are  cowards.  We  are  real  only  when  morality  becomes 
not  a  restriction  but  a  passion  of  praise. 

Prayer: 

0  God,  you  have  given  us  the  law  of  our  being  to  set  us  free  and  in¬ 
crease  our  joy.  Help  us  to  become  genuine  human  beings  who  rejoice  in  the 
deep  morality  of  the  laws  of  our  being.  Amen. 

Thought  for  the  day:  In  Christ,  statutes  become  songs. 


Louisiana  Clergy  Invited  to  Attend 


Ministers’  Retreat  on  Gulf  Coast 


New  Orleans/Slidell  District  Ministers 
invite  other  Louisiana  Clergy  to  journey 
with  them  to  the  scenic  shores  of  Biloxi, 
Mississippi  on  October  22-23,  1987.  The 
event  will  be  their  Annual  District  Minis¬ 
ter’s  Retreat.  Dr.  Mark  A.  Rouch,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Lake  Junaluska  Intentional 
Growth  Center,  will  be  the  retreat  lead¬ 
er.  Time  wjjl  be  allowed  for  spiritual 
growth  and  personal  reflection,  creative 
fellowship,  professional  introspective, 
soul-searching  and  relaxation. 

Seashore  Methodist  Assembly  on  U.S. 
Highway  90  will  be  the  retreat  site.  The 
cost  is  $30  for  meals  and  a  room  with 
double  occupancy.  One  is  requested  to 
add  $7.50  for  a  single  room.  Send  all 
funds  for  registration  to  Rev.  Ron  Dau¬ 
phin.  P.O.  Box  280,  Pearl  River,  LA. 
70452.  For  additional  information,  please 
contact  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  District  Su¬ 
perintendent,  at  (504)  488-5430,  or  Rev. 
Alonzo  Campbell,  '87  Ministers’  Retreat 
Committee  Chairman  at  (504)  282-7238. 


RETREAT  LEADER  -  Dr.  Mark  A. 
Rouch  will  be  the  leader  for  the  Minis¬ 
ters’  Retreat. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


While  citizens  are  being  urged  to  vote 
on  Saturday,  October  24,  in  Shreveport 
and  Bossier  City,  they  are  being  urged  to 
do  one  more  thing:  bring  a  can  of  food 
when  they  vote.  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport  and  the  local  Sal¬ 
vation  Army  are  spearheading  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  collect  food  in  this  manner.  This 
idea  was  initiated  by  another  sponsoring 
agency  last  year,  and  proved  to  be  very 
effective.  Louisiana  Public  Service  Com¬ 
missioner  Don  Owen  will  serve  as 
spokesperson  for  this  effort.  Dr.  John 
Fellers  is  Senior  Minister  at  First  UMC 
in  Shreveport. 

*  •  • 

Carpenter’s  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Galvez  held  their  Homecom¬ 
ing  Celebration  on  Sunday,  September 
27th.  A  number  of  past  ministers  and 
members  were  in  attendance  to  renew 
old  acquaintances  and  to  fellowship  with 
the  present  congregation.  Their  week- 
long  revival  started  with  Homecoming 
Sunday's  evening  services  at  7  p.m.  and 
their  guest  minister  was  Rev.  J.  Roddy 
Taylor  of  St.  Matthew’s  in  Metairie.  Rev. 
Murray  Wilkes  is  the  minister  at  Car¬ 
penter’s  Chapel. 

There  will  be  a  Senior  Youth  Leader¬ 
ship  Lab  for  adult  workers  at  McGuire 
United  Methodist  Church  in  West 
Monroe.  The  labs  will  begin  on  Saturday, 
October  17th  from  8  a.m.  until  noon  and 
run  the  next  four  consecutive  Saturdays 
(through  November  14)  from  8  a.m.  until 
11  a.m.  The  nationally  certified  leader 
for  the  sessions  will  be  Rev.  James  0. 
Evans.  Both  senior  high  and  junior  high 
adult  leaders  may  attend.  Interested  per¬ 
sons  may  pre-register  with  Doris  Shep¬ 
herd,  the  Director  of  Christian  Education 
at  First  UMC  in  Monroe. 


St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  will  be  the  setting  Sunday 
morning,  October  18  for  their  first  Anni¬ 
versary  of  Recognition  and  Celebration, 
honoring  the  Usher  Board  for  outstand¬ 
ing  service.  Mrs.  Joyce  W.  Robinson, 
president,  announces  that  the  guest  min¬ 
ister  for  the  service  will  be  the  Rev. 
Odysseus  Davis  Jr.,  pastor  of  Plymouth 
Rock  Baptist  Church  of  Plaquemine.  The 
Shiloh  Baptist  Church  Usher  Board  No.  2, 
will  serve  as  guest  ushers.  Rev.  Charles 
T.  Smith  is  the  pastor  of  Shiloh  Church. 
Music  will  be  rendered  by  the  Sanctuary 
Choir,  directed  by  Ms.  Wanda  Denise 
Washington.  The  public  is  invited  to  at¬ 
tend.  Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher  is  the  pas¬ 
tor  at  St.  Mark. 


St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  is 
holding  their  Barbeque  Dinner  Fund¬ 
raiser  on  October  24  from  10  a.m.  until 
2  p.m.  The  cost  is  $4.50  per  plate  and  the 
meal  includes  chicken  and  sausage  bar¬ 
beque.  coleslaw  and  baked  beans.  The 
Sweets  Shoppe  is  extra.  Tickets  are 
available  prior  to  that  day.  Rev.  Debbie 
Drash  is  the  minister  at  St.  Luke’s. 


Mangum  United  Methodist  Church 
will  be  holding  their  4th  Annual  Bazaar 
on  October  17  from  9  a.m.  until  4  p.m.  in 
the  gymnasium.  Lunch  of  chicken  gum¬ 
bo.  dessert  and  drink  ($2.50)  will  be  of¬ 
fered  for  your  convenience  while 
shopping.  See  what  is  new  in  arts  and 
crafts  for  your  Christmas  gift-giving. 
There  will  be  appliqued  sweatshirts,  ban¬ 
dana  belts.  T-shirt  dresses,  dolls,  wood¬ 
crafts,  ceramics,  plants,  frozen  foods,  a 
sweet  shop  and  a  white  elephant  booth. 
Proceeds  will  benefit  Mission  programs 
of  the  United  Methodist  Women.  Rev. 


*  * _ Lael  Jones  is  the  minister  at  Mangum. 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  to 

Hold  Meetings  in  Louisiana 

Representatives  from  Perkins  School  of  Theology  will  be  in  Louisiana  Oct 
20  to  meet  with  alumni  and  prospective  candidates  for  the  Doctor  of  Ministry 
Locations  and  times  are  as  follows:  First  Church  Lake  Charles;  breakfast  —  8 
a.m.  explanation  of  program  -  9:30  a.m.,  Caddo  Heights  in  Shreveport; 
Dreaktast  8  a.m.,  explanation  of  program  at  Summer  Grove  in  Shreveport  at 
y  3U  a.m.  Interested  persons  and  alumni  are  invited  to  attend. 


SuperServe  ’87  was  a  Great  Success 


SuperServe  '87,  held  at  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah  on  Labor  Day  weekend  brought 
together  200  volunteers  from  across  the 
jurisdiction  to  share  their  stories  and 
witness  to  the  dramatic  changes  that 
have  taken  place  in  their  lives  because  of 
their  experiences  as  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sion.  Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke,  of  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  area,  affirmed  in  his  two  keynote 
addresses  the  validity  of  the  movement 
and  its  ability  to  “get  the  world  in  focus" 
for  the  total  church.  He  cited  examples 
of  persons  who  have  "made  a  difference” 
in  the  world  using  whatever  God-given 
talent  they  possessed  and  the  similarity 
of  spirit  found  in  the  United  Methodist 
Volunteers  in  Mission  who  are  going  out 
daily. 

Using  their  unique  talents  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Larry  and  Helen  Eisenberg  of  the 
Oklahoma  Conference  bonded  the  group 
more  closely  and  wove  the  entire  pro¬ 
gram  together  with  music.  Workshops 
were  led  by  persons  with  special  exper¬ 
tise.  such  as  Tom  Jackson  of  Baton 
Rouge.  Louisiana,  who  shared  knowledge 
about  youth  as  VIMs,  Don  Bakely  of  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Kansas,  who  spoke  on  minister¬ 
ing  as  a  VIM  in  your  own  community, 
and  Rusty  Gorski,  Nancy  Marsh  and 
Ralph  Rush  of  the  New  Mexico  Annual 
Conference,  who  led  a  workshop  on  VIMs 
on  medical  teams.  Jim  Palmer  of  the 
North  Texas  Conference  was  in  charge 
of  the  group  learning  about  organizing 
VIMs  for  outreach  through  construction 
teams.  Lloyd  and  Luella  Lowe  from  the 


Kansas  East  Conference  were  with  the 
education  and  evangelism  workshop  and 
Judi  Grove  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  led 

Getting  VIM  Started  in  Your  Local 
Church."  For  less  experienced  VIMs, 
Cliff  Larnh  of  the  Texas  rnnf>rpnr>p 
taught  a  "nuts  and  bolts"  session  on  how 
to  organize  a  VIM  team. 

Participating  in  the  rally  from  receiv¬ 
ing  churches  outside  the  United  States 
were  Marianne  Hutchinson,  a  missionary 
in  Monterrey.  Mexico,  and  Miriam  Visot, 
the  District  Superintendent  of  the  Puerto 
District  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Mrs.  Hutchinson,  who  is  administrative 
assistant  to  Bishop  Miguel  Hernandez  of 
the  Frontier  Conference,  spoke  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning  of  her  work  coordinating 
VIM  teams  and  individuals  coming  into 
that  conference.  The  Rev.  Visot,  who  has 
been  instrumental  in  prioritizing  Volun¬ 
teer  in  Mission  projects  in  her  country, 
led  the  Sunday  morning  Bible  study.  In 
addition,  many  representatives  from 
United  Methodist  agencies  and  institu¬ 
tions  on  the  national  scene  manned  dis¬ 
plays  which  were  visited  by  participants. 
A  program  especially  designed  for  the 
children  present  was  created  and  carried 
out  by  Marcia  Dodd  and  members  of  the 
Central  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fay¬ 
etteville. 

The  closing  Worship  Service  and  Send¬ 
ing  Forth  was  led  by  Dick  Johnson  of  the 
Kansas  East  Conference  with  Bishop  Ben 
Oliphint  of  the  Houston  area  preaching. 


Assisting  in  serving  communion  were 
Bill  Rollins  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  York  and  Jo 
Ann  Small,  Coordinator  of  Volunteers  in 
Mission  for  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion. 


Plans  are  already  under  way  for  Su¬ 
perServe  '88.  to  be  held  next  Labor  Day 
weekend.  Annual  Conference  Coordina¬ 
tors  and  others  interested  in  Volunteers 
in  Mission  are  urged  to  make  plans  now 
to  attend. 


LEARNING  ABOUT  MISSIONS  —  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  of  the  Louisiana  area,  as¬ 
sisted  by  Jo  Ann  Small,  Coordinator  of  Volunteers  in  Mission  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  serves  communion  at  the  "Sending  Forth"  worship  service  which  con¬ 
cluded  SuperServe  ’87.  The  event,  held  at  Mount  Sequoyah,  was  attended  by  200  per¬ 
sons  from  across  the  jurisdiction. 


Worship  Music  Fellowship  Sponsors  Meeting 


The  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists 
in  Worship,  Music  and  other  Arts  is  spon¬ 
soring  a  meeting  at  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Alexandria,  La.  on 
Saturday.  November  14  from  11  a.m.  to  4 
p.m.  to  explore  the  possibility  of  estab¬ 
lishing  a  Louisiana  Chapter. 

The  Fellowship,  founded  in  1956  as  the 
National  Fellowship  of  Methodist  Musi¬ 
cians  (NaFOMM)  exists  "to  be  a  sharing 
and  enabling  fellowship  that  affirms  the 
sacramental  life  embracing  preaching, 
music,  drama,  dance,  architecture  and 
all  the  visual  arts  appropriate  for  the  in¬ 


clusive  life  of  the  Church."  (Constitution 
Article  I,  Section  3.)  If  you  are  not  a 
member  of  The  Fellowship  but  are  in¬ 
volved  in  any  of  the  worship  arts  we 
would  like  to  invite  you  to  this  meeting 
-  to  learn  more  about  The  Fellowship  and 
how  it  might  be  of  help  to  you. 

Some  of  the  benefits  of  joining  The 
Fellowship  are: 

—  News  Notes,  published  nine 
times  yearly,  filled  with  practical  re¬ 
sources  for  use  in  your  local  setting; 

—  Discount  of  20  percent  on  books 


and  Bibles  purchased  for  personal  use 
through  Cokesbury; 

—  A  Quarterly  Resource  Packet  of 
new  anthepis,  worship  and  arts  mate¬ 
rials  from  a  variety  of  sources  offer¬ 
ing  you  the  latest  resources; 

—  Continuing  Education  Units  for 
attending  workshops  on  the  local,  con¬ 
ference,  jurisdictional  and  national 
levels; 

—  Special  Training  through  Fel¬ 
lowship  opportunities  nationwide  and 
in  your  local  setting; 

—  the  benefit  of  gathering  with  oth¬ 


er  members  in  a  sharing  fellowship  in 
which  the  gifts  of  the  members  are 
shared  with  others  to  the  glory  of 
God. 

Individual  dues  are  $25.  If  you  need 
more  information  about  the  meeting  in 
Alexandria,  call  Franklin  Poole  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
at  504  383-4777  or  Micky  Cloud  at  Trin¬ 
ity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston 
318  251-0750.  There  will  be  no  charge  for 
the  meeting  in  November.  Lunch  will  be 
dutch  treat  at  a  local  restaurant. 


Around  the 


—  rmuitu  di c  me  participants  in  me  recent  t^tnnic 
nority  Local  Church  Symposium.  They  are,  from  I  to  r,  Joyce  Robinson,  panel  rn 
erator,  Wilmer  Woodfork,  representing  Blacks,  Eva  Underwood,  Native  Americ 
Marta  Sanfiel,  Hispanic  and  Matt  Kawasaki,  Asian. 


r  t,LLUWSHlPPlNG  —  These  people  are  registering  for  the  Ethnic  Minority  Lo¬ 
cal  Church  Symposium.  Over  100  persons  attended  the  session  and  young  and  old 
alike  enjoyed  the  interesting  question  and  answer  period. 


RENOVATIONS  wnirLtitu  —  me 
vation  to  their  parsonage,  which  had  approximately  $60,000  worth  of  lightning 
age.  Celebrating  are  representatives  of  the  trustees,  building  and  pars 
committees,  from  I  to  r;  Henry  Collins.  Owen  Clawson,  Jim  Jackson  Luther  5 
Barbara  McMillan,  Rev.  Terry  Willis,  Maxine  Smith,  Judy  Willis,  Jimmy  Der 
and  contractor  Michael  Stroy. 


Centenary’s  Bess  Lambert 
Receives  Reading  Tutor  A  ward 


Bess  Robinson  Lambert,  a  reading 
tutor  with  the  Literacy  Volunteers  of 
America  —  Centenary  Chapter,  has 
been  selected  to  receive  the  Ruth  J 
Colvin  Award  in  the  category  of  Basic 
Reading  Tutor. 

The  national  award,  named  for  the 
founder  of  LVA,  will  be  presented  at  a 
recognition  luncheon  at  the  group’s 
annual  meeting  Oct.  17  in  Syracuse, 
N  Y.  There  are  some  257  LVA  chap¬ 
ters  across  the  United  States. 

Mrs.  Lambert,  a  graduate  of  Cente¬ 
nary  College  and  an  employee  in  the 
development  office,  has  worked  with 
the  LVA-Centenary  Chapter  since  its 
inception  in  1984.  Her  student  has  pro¬ 
gressed  significantly  in  instructional 
level  as  well  as  social  skills. 

"I’ve  seen  my  student  go  from  nev¬ 
er  having  held  a  job  to  having  held 
one  she  knows  now  how  to  fill  out 


job  applications."  Mrs.  Lambert  said. 

"Tutoring  works  both  ways,"  she 
said.  "I've  learned  a  lot,  too.  I’ve 
learned  about  different  cultural  back¬ 
grounds  and  something  about  the 
world  of  someone  who  can’t  read.  It  is 
so  limited  ...  so  completely  different. 
It  is  a  real  joy  to  give  someone  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  get  beyond  themselves." 

LVA-Centenary  Chapter  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1984  by  Mrs.  Ella  Edwards 
and  Dr.  Dave  Throgmorton  to  provide 
training  sessions  and  workshops  to 
equip  non-professionals  to  tutor  basic 
reading  and  writing  to  adults.  As  a  re¬ 
sult  of  recent  media  coverage,  the 
number  of  tutors  and  students  more 
than  doubled. 

Lyn  Erickson  is  director  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  may  be  reached  by  calling 
the  LVA  office  at  Centenary  College, 
(318)  869-5079. 


‘Look  In,  Reach  Out’  Seminar  Set 


The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  is 
sponsoring  "Look  In,  Reach  Out:  An  Ex¬ 
perience  of  Ministry"  which  is  a  seminar 
concerning  the  minister  as  diagnostician, 
situational  diagnosis  and  spiritual  diag¬ 
nosis  with  M  Douglas  Ezell,  Ph  D  .  Au¬ 
gust  Aamodt,  M.  Div.,  and  Dale  M. 
Haggard,  M  Div  The  program  will  be 
held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  on  Tuesday.  October  20. 

This  program  is  designed  to  offer  the 
opportunity  for  ministers  and  other  in¬ 
terested  church  professionals  to  deal 
with  personal  growth  issues  and  develop 
professional  skills  for  ministry.  The  pro¬ 
gram  will  focus  on  issues  in  the  area  of 
spiritual  development,  family  growth, 
individual  health,  and  community  of 
faith  enrichment.  The  seminar  is  de¬ 


signed  to  use  the  minister,  himself,  as 
the  primary  tool  for  such  learning. 

Continuing  Education  units  (.6)  will  be 
issued  for  the  completion  of  these  semi¬ 
nars.  A  certificate  of  completion  will  be 
issued. 

The  fee  for  the  seminar  experience  is 
$20.  A  non-refundable  registration  fee  of 
$10  (deductible  from  the  total  seminar 
fee)  should  accompany  the  registration 
information. 

Registration  for  the  seminar  will  open 
at  8  a.m.  with  the  sessions  beginning  at 
9  a.m.  The  seminar  will  conclude  at 
4:30  p.m. 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
the  Family  Development  Center  at  (318) 
255-5753  or  Box  929,  Ruston,  LA.  71273- 
0929. 


In  Memoriam 


Mrs.  Louella  Hayes,  wife  of  the  late 
Rev.  Charles  Henry  Hayes,  died  Septem¬ 
ber  25.  1987.  Mrs.  Hayes  was  84  years 


old.  She  is  survived  by  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  Leatha  A.  Green  and  Mrs.  Onia  Mae 
Smith. 
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Confronting  evil,  building  bridges  World’s  children  hold  the  key  to  global  peace 

Is  Christian  concern  about  life  in  South  ferred  means  to  deal  with  differences.  •/  O  mT 


Is  Christian  concern  about  life  in  South 
Africa  after  apartheid  as  legitimate  as 
work  to  dismantle  that  system  of  legal¬ 
ized  racial  oppression? 

That  question  deserves  careful  consid¬ 
eration  in  light  of  a  recent  word-storm  in¬ 
volving  two  prominent  United  Methodists. 

Tim  Smith,  director  of  the  Interfaith 
Center  for  Corporate  Responsibility,  has 
denounced  plans  to  involve  church  lead¬ 
ers  in  developing  an  economic  strategy 
for  post-apartheid  South  Africa  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  9).  Those  plans  were  proposed 
by  a  Washington-based  mediation  firm 
with  the  help  of  a  former  UM  bishop.  Dr. 
James  Armstrong. 

Mr.  Smith’s  agency,  an  arm  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  is  promoting 
a  boycott  of  Shell  Oil  because  of  that 
firm’s  continued  business  activity  in 
South  Africa. 

Mr.  Smith  dismissed  Dr.  Armstrong’s 
proposal  as  a  “convenient  public  rela¬ 
tions  gimmick.”  He  described  it  as  part 
of  a  secret  plan  to  divert  church  atten¬ 
tion  from  the  more  urgent  task  of  has¬ 
tening  the  downfall  of  the  South  African 
government  via  economic  sanctions. 

Dr.  Armstrong  publicly  disputed  Mr. 
Smith’s  charges.  He  said  it  is  “dangerously 
short-sighted”  to  think  that  concern  about 
post-apartheid  South  Africa  “merely  plays 
into  the  hands"  of  the  government  there. 

We  agree  with  Dr.  Armstrong’s  basic 
premise:  “There  is  a  place  for  confronta¬ 
tion.  There  is  also  a  place  for  bridge¬ 
building.”  And  those  two  goals  are  not 
inherently  at  odds,  as  Mr.  Smith  implies. 

To  insist,  as  Mr.  Smith  and  his  group 
do,  that  only  one  way  is  valid  for  dealing 
with  apartheid — coercive  confronta¬ 
tion— distorts  the  Christian  Gospel  and 
vastly  oversimplifies  the  issue.  Such  in¬ 
sistence  unnecessarily  polarizes  and  di¬ 
vides  Christians,  most  of  whom  abhor 
apartheid  but  not  all  of  whom  agree  on 
how  best  to  oppose  it. 

Jesus’  life  and  teachings  point  to  rec¬ 
onciliation,  not  confrontation,  as  the  pre- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


ferred  means  to  deal  with  differences. 
Righteous  indignation  is  the  demeanor  of 
last  resort,  not  of  first  resort,  for  follow¬ 
ers  of  Christ. 

That  bias  at  times  has  led  Christians  to 
become  passive  accomplices  to  evil  forces 
that  need  to  be  confronted  in  the  name  of 
Christ.  Increasing  numbers  of  Christians 
are  recognizing  South  Africa’s  system  of 
apartheid  as  such  an  evil.  They  have  advo¬ 
cated  numerous  means  for  confronting 
it— none  of  which,  including  economic 
sanctions,  so  far  has  proved  successful. 

Ironically,  advocates  of  a  confrontation¬ 
al  “one  way"  to  oppose  apartheid  reflect  a 
mindset  that’s  more  akin  to  the  dogmatic 
“one  way”  mentality  of  the  present  South 
African  regime  than  to  the  mind  of  Christ 

We  believe  it  is  important  for  Chris¬ 
tians  to  adopt  a  multidimensional  strat¬ 
egy  for  dealing  with  complex  social 
issues  like  apartheid. 

Our  calling  as  Christ’s  followers  man¬ 
dates  us  to  be  both  reconcilers  (“bridge- 
builders”)  and  prophets  (“confronters”). 
One  without  the  other  is  an  incomplete 
witness  to  a  God  whose  nature  includes 
both  judgment  and  mercy. 

We  must  be  willing  to  identify  and 
confront  both  personal  and  societal  evil. 
We  must  be  equally  willing  to  help  “pick 
up  the  pieces”  that  typically  result  when 
any  way  of  life,  even  an  evil  one,  is  re¬ 
placed  with  another. 

It  would  be  a  cruel  mockery  of  calls 
for  justice  in  South  Africa  if  the  sequel  to 
apartheid  were  socio-economic  chaos 
that  increased  rather  than  reduced  hu¬ 
man  suffering.  Planning  for  ways  to  pre¬ 
vent  that  should  be  a  high  priority  for 
opponents  of  apartheid. 

Most  South  Africans  are  too  deeply  in¬ 
volved  in  the  heat  of  the  struggle  to  en¬ 
gage  in  such  long-range  planning.  Hence 
it  is  especially  important  for  Christians 
in  this  country  to  begin  thinking  about 
how  to  help  South  Africans  make  the 
transition  from  a  white-dominated  soci¬ 
ety  to  a  society  based  on  racial  equality. 


By  CHERIE  MAE  JALIPA 

As  a  Christian  young  person,  I’ve  al¬ 
ways  wanted  peace  in  this  imperfect 
world  of  ours  but  didn’t  actually  know 
how  badly  we  needed 
it  in  so  many  trou¬ 
bled  countries. 

I  first  got  active  in 
the  struggle  for 
peace  when  a  teach¬ 
er  invited  me  on  a 
field  trip.  She  took  10 
other  students  from 
the  school  consisting  Cherie  Mae  Jalipa 
of  sixth  and  eighth  graders  to  a  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  Children  of  War  Tour. 

This  year  was  the  second  for  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  War  Tour.  The  tour  consists  of  J>4 
teen-agers  from  17  countries  and  18  teen¬ 
agers  from  the  United  States  who  have 
split  into  groups  to  tour  in  nine  regions 
of  the  United  States.  The  tour  was  creat¬ 
ed  so  children  could  share  their  experi¬ 
ences,  hopes  and  goals  for  peace  and 
justice  to  people  all  over  the  world. 

Participants  took  risks 

The  presentation  I  went  to  had  seven 
young  adults  from  overseas— South  Afri¬ 


ca,  Marshall  Islands,  Guatemala,  Israel 
and  the  Gaza  Strip — and  two  from  the 
United  States.  Some  of  the  tour  partici¬ 
pants  were  taking  very  dangerous  risks 
in  speaking  against  their  countries. 

Victor  Lala  from  South  Africa,  Gusta¬ 
vo  Velasquez  of  Guatemala  and  Jilan  Sa¬ 
leh,  a  Palestinian  girl  from  the  Gaza 
Strip,  were  using  false  names.  Before  the 
presentation,  photographers  were 
warned  that  if  any  pictures  of  Victor 
Lala  were  published,  it  would  get  him 
killed  when  he  returned  to  South  Africa. 

Victor  Lala,  an  exceptional  student,  was 
one  of  the  2,000  people  detained  during  a 
meeting  to  plan  activities  for  a  national 
day  of  prayer  in  South  Africa.  During  a  20- 
day  detention  in  1985,  his  family  was  se¬ 
verely  harassed.  He  talked  of  other 
injustices  done  to  him  and  others  like  him. 

Carmen,  from  the  Marshall  Islands, 
talked  of  the  nuclear  testing  conducted 
on  the  inhabited  islands  and  how  towns 
and  villages  were  constantly  evacuated. 
She  told  about  how  her  people  suffer 
from  hair  loss,  miscarriages  and  muta¬ 
tions  in  their  newborns  caused  by  the 
atom  and  hydrogen  bombs  1,000  times 
stronger  than  the  ones  used  at  Hiroshima 


and  Nagasaki. 

Gustavo,  who  now  lives  in  the  United 
States,  talked  about  how  he  was  arrested 
and  tortured  in  prison  because  he  was 
accused  of  plotting  against  the  Guatema¬ 
lan  government  when  he  wrote  to  offi¬ 
cials  requesting  textbooks  in  better 
condition  for  his  small,  rural  school. 

At  that  point  I  said  to  the  person  next 
to  me,  “All  that  suffering  because  of 
books?” 

He  also  talked  of  housing,  illiteracy 
problems  and  poor  nutrition  because  of 
poverty. 

Limor,  from  Israel,  and  Jilan,  a  Pales¬ 
tinian  living  in  the  Gaza  Strip,  became 
very  close  friends  during  the  tour  and 
wish  that  their  countries  could  come  to¬ 
gether  and  be  friends,  too. 

They  made  me  proud 

Talking  to  them  about  their  experi¬ 
ences  and  hopes  made  me  feel  so  proud 
of  what  they  were  doing.  I  wanted  to 
help  them  achieve  their  goal.  I  was  in¬ 
spired  to  participate  in  activities  that 
gave  me  a  chance  to  discuss  with  other 
young  people  how  we  could  work  our 
way  to  the  ultimate  goal  of  peace. 


Pontius'  Puddle 

KV  CON&RE&ATION  WAS 

really  taken  hold  of 

THE  CAtARAl&N  TO 

"JUST SAY  NO." 


(N  RESPONSE  TO 
THE  OSE  OT  DROG-S 
and  alcohol? 


IN  RESPONSE  TO 
REQUESTS  TO  TEACH 
SUNDAY . 


New  hymnal  changes  strike  low  note  with  readers 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  fuming!  Why?  Because  of  what  I 
read  in  the  Oct  2  Reporter  about  the  words 
for  God  proposed  for  the  new  hymnaL 

Dare  this  committee  change  the  word¬ 
ing?  Does  it  have  the  right  to  do  this  deed 
without  the  authors’  permission? 

No  wonder  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  losing  members!  You  don’t  see 
other  denominations  tampering  with 
these  hymns.  Will  you  please  give  me 
one  good  reason  why  these  changes  have 
to  be  made? 

I  am  sure  if  you  were -to  poll  United 
Methodists  about  these  changes,  most 
would  shy  the  committee  members  "are 
“off  their  rockers!” 

Believe  me,  it  is  utterly  disgusting, 
and  the  committee  members  should  hang 
their  heads  in  shame  for  what  they  are 
doing  to  many  of  our  beloved  hymns, 
which  are  so  precious  to  many  of  us. 

I  will  boycott  this  hymnal  if  my 
church  decides  to  purchase  it. 

Scott  D.  Hayes 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

I  wanted  to  scream! 

To  the  Editor. 

After  reading  the  article  headlined, 
“Hymnal  panel  keeps  wrestling  with 
words  for  God”  (see  UMR,  Oct.  2),  I 
wanted  to  scream,  “Stop!  Stop!  Stop!" 

Jesus  was  male.  He  referred  to  God  as 
his  Father  and  said,  “I  am  in  the  Father, 
and  the  Father  is  in  me." 

Not  clear?  Maybe  not.  But  I  do  not 
care  to  know  more.  I  have  faith  that 
when  I  leave  this  life,  I  will  know  all  the 
answers.  Until  then,  I  personally  feel 
comfortable  referring  to  God  as  Father. 
If  God  is  Jesus’  Father,  through  faith  he 


can  be,  and  is,  mine. 

As  for  the  never-ending  discussions  on 
“sexist  language”  in  the  Bible  and  in  our 
hymns,  stop  those  too.  What  is  “sexist  lan¬ 
guage"  but  a  deliberate  misinterpretation 
of  language  to  satisfy  inflated  egos. 

Let’s  stop  scanning  the  pages  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  to  find  words  we  don’t  like,  words  we 
want  changed  and  words  we  want  “out.” 
Let’s  read  our  Bible  as  is  and  let  God 
speak  to  us  through  its  pages. 

Let’s  stop  helping  Satan  discredit  God, 
water  down  the  Bible, *  and  make  the 
singing  of  our  hymns  lifeless.  Time  may 
be  short  to  rectify  the  damage  already 
done,  but  rectify  it  we  must. 

Cara  Howard 
Houston,  Texas 

Verse  will  be  missed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  you  in  response  to  the 
Oct.  2  article  about  the  hymnal  panel’s 
work.  As  I  read  the  article,  I  realized 
how  strongly  I  felt  about  some  of  the  is¬ 
sues  discussed. 

The  primary  one  that  saddened  me  was 
the  reference  to  the  deletion  of  the  verse 
from  the  Charles  Wesley  hymn,  “O,  for  a 
Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing.”  This  part  of 
the  Methodist  heritage  will  be  missed  by 
many.  Isn’t  it  a  shame  that  we  have 
evolved  to  this  point  of  narrowness? 

I  would  appreciate  it  if  you  would  for¬ 


ward  this  letter  to  the  appropriate  com¬ 
mittee,  if  at  all  possible.  Perhaps  my 
opinion  will  be  heard. 

Kendra  Smiley 
East  Lynn,  Illinois 

Poetic  license  strained 

To  the  Editor: 

Mother  God?  Oxymoronic!  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  2).  Mother  Goddess,  perhaps. 

But  poet  Brian  Wren’s  “Mother  God" 
strains  the  limits  of  poetic  license. 

Sam  Miller 

*•*>  TuHahoma,  Tennessee 

Hymn  would  be  sacrilege 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  angry  again!  To  sing  a  hymn  enti¬ 
tled  “Strong  Mother  God”  would  be  a 
sacrilege  (see  UMR,  Oct.  2). 

Did  not  Jesus  say  that  He  and  the  Fa¬ 
ther  were  one?  Was  He  wrong  in  not  giv¬ 
ing  Him  a  mother  image?  I  think  not. 

When  we  say  that  God  is  holy,  that  en¬ 
compasses  every  attribute.  Earthly  fa¬ 
thers  are  not  perfect,  but  having  the 
Father  that  Jesus  described  as  a  pattern, 
they  can  strive  to  be  better  parents. 

We  need  stability  in  our  homes  and  es¬ 
pecially  in  our  church.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  seems  to  be  trying  to  please 
everyone  and  in  so  doing  is  weakened. 
Many  are  dissatisfied,  and  some  are 
leaving.  Many  others  just  stay  home. 

Here  I  Stand 


I  pray  that  God,  the  Father,  will  help 
us  become  “United”  Methodists  with  a 
common  goal  of  serving  Him. 

Janet  Flock 

Jamestown,  Pennsylvania 

Language  is  binding 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  the  Oct.  2  article  headlined, 
“Race  agency  opposes  effort  to  make 
English  official  U.S.  language”: 

I  wonder  how  much  teaching  experi¬ 
ence  Barbara  Thompson,  chief  executive 
of  the.  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race,  has  had  in  the  classroom.  She 
calls  the  English-only  movement  racism! 

She  and  others  like  her  fail  to  see  the 
binding  force  one  language  has— to 
make  the  people  one  nation  instead  of 
factions  such  as  Canada  has  experienced 
with  the  French-separatist  movement. 

She  and  her  kind  are  the  racists  who 
see  each  action  taken  by  the  majority  as 
a  “racist”  one. 

You  are  what  your  language  is!!  The 
people  of  Spanish  heritage  making  the 
greatest  contributions  in  our  part  of  the 
country  are  those  with  the  best  com¬ 
mand  of  English,  which  is  best  accompa¬ 
nied  by  total  immersion. 

Bilingual  education,  a  joke  in  practice, 
is  a  political  football  although  its  propo¬ 
nents  do  not  or  will  not  recognize  or  ad¬ 
mit  to  it. 


English-only  does  not  prohibit  other 
languages  but  makes  our  greatest  unify¬ 
ing  source  stronger.  The  request  should 
be  strongly  denied  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

Jane  Harrington 
Alamogordo,  New  Mexico 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from 
readers.  Letters  should  be  brief,  must  be 
original  and  must  cany  the  signature 
and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“ Letters  to  the  Editor United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


I  got  more  and  more  inspired  as  I  joined 
activities:  launching  peace  balloons  in  cel; 
ebration  of  the  International  Day  of 
Peace,  dedicating  a  peace  tree  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  world  to  symbolize  the  grow-' 
ing  life  force  and  hope  of  peace  that 
children  stand  for,  and  marching  for  peace 
under  the  Students  for  Peace  banner. 

With  all  the  activities  I  participated 
in,  I  asked  myself,  “What  is  peace?”  Nfy 
vision  of  peace  is  the  living  of  all  beings 
cooperating  and  helping  each  other  cope 
with  their  problems  in  the  most  just  way. 
I  learned  that  everyone  can  help  by  first 
making  himself  or  herself  aware  of  the 
problems  that  surround  us. 

Everything  that  happens  on  our  planet, 
no  matter  how  geographically  distant,  aP 
fects  all  of  us  somehow.  We  cannot  allow 
our  one  planet  to  be  destroyed  by  not  giv¬ 
ing  peace  a  chance  to  exist  because  we 
are  too  busy  trying  to  be  better  than  ev¬ 
erybody  else. 

I  hope  the  children  of  the  world  realize 
that  they  are  the  future's  hope  to  have  a 
peaceful,  just  and  better  world.  I  hope 
they  take  to  heart  Psalm  34:4,  “to  depart 
from  evil  and  to  do  good,  seek  peace  arid 
pursue  it,”  and  pray  to  the  Lord,  “Guide 
our  feet  into  the  way  of  peace”  (Luke  l:9)i; 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Cherie  Mae  Jalipa  is  a  member  of 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church  in  S<iji 
Francisco,  Calif.  (Califomia-Nevada  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O: 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 

The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read1 
ers  about  2,000  member-families  of  thri 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs,  Colo.  (Rocky  Mountain  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  td 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  thd 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  edition's 
combine  local-church  news  with  annual; 
conference  and  general-religious  new$ 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  pjf 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Coloradd 
Springs,  we  say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope 
you  will  find  your  new  church  paper  iri.: 
teresting  and  informative  and  that  you 
will  join  with  other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns  as  “Let; 
ters  to  the  Editor." 

l(And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  "Thank  you  fpr 
reading  your  edition  of  i be  United  MetH; 
odist  Reporter.” 


Better  ways  to  do  Lord’s  business  proposed 
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By  R.  LEE  DAVIS 

This  is  an  appeal  to  the  delegates  to 
the  1988  General  Conference. 

The  reports  from  the  annual  confer¬ 
ences  are  in  and  show  a  further  loss  in 
membership  in  1986  of  some  75,000  more 
United  Methodists.  This  loss  of  two  mil¬ 
lion  during  the  last  25  years  certainly  in¬ 
dicates  that  something  is  wrong  with  our 
present  method  or  system  of  attracting 
new  members  to  Christ. 

As  a  business  analyst  for  60  years  and 
a  Methodist  layman  longer  than  that,  I, 
like  most  laypeople,  love  our  church,  am 
disappointed  and  discouraged,  and  be¬ 
lieve  the  present  problems  are  structural 
rather  than  personal.  They  therefore  re¬ 
quire  changes  that  should  be  made  by  the 


General  Conference. 

I  urge  all  laypeople  throughout  the 
church  to  prepare  and  send  to  the  1988 
General  Conference  petitions  requesting 
changes  in  the  fol-  [ 
lowing  matters: 

1.  Give  bishops  au¬ 
thority  to  perform 
their  responsibilities 
more  effectively. 

Those  responsibil¬ 
ities  include  super¬ 
vising  “the  spiritual 
and  temporal  affairs  R-  Lee  Davis 
of  the  church”  through  their  persuasive 
influence  but  over  which  the  bishops 
have  no  power  to  enforce  their  collective 
wishes  or  to  control  the  denomination’s 


mm 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Whatever  photo,  the  question  is 
whose  image  do  our  lives  reflect? 


Notice  the  new  picture? 

Actually  it’s  a  new  image,  made  neces¬ 
sary— as  I  was  told  by  several  staff  col¬ 
leagues — by  recent 
weight  loss  directed 
by  a  physician  and 
resulting  in  diminu¬ 
tion  of  puffy  cheeks, 
rounded  chin,  etc. 

I  particularly  hope 
one  reader  in  the  Chi¬ 
cago  area  notices  the 
new  image  and  the 
coat  and  tie  shown  therein. 

A  few  years  back,  after  we  published 
one  of  my  preferred  informal  pictures 
(coatless  and  tieless)  with  an  another  ar¬ 
ticle,  a  reader  mailed  me  an  unsigned 
postcard. 

On  it  he/she  had  pasted  a  clipped-out 
version  of  the  offending  likeness  and 
added,  “Why  can’t  you  look  nice  like  Dr. 
Dunnam?  You’re  not  going  to  a  ball- 
game!" 

Obviously  the  image  my  picture  creat- 


John  Lovelace 


ed  in  that  reader’s  mind  wasn’t  what  I  in¬ 
tended. 

The  important  fact,  though,  is  thqt 
each  of  us  is  created  in  the  image  of  God. 
A  photograph  of  any  one  of  us  is  merely 
a  visible  rendering  of  our  own  individual 
“image  of  God.” 

The  pope’s  recent  trip  to  the  United 
States  reminded  me  of  the  importance  of 
imagery.  How  easy  it  was  to  say,  “I  saw 
the  pope  on  television.”  But  how  errone¬ 
ous.  Television,  newspapers  and  maga¬ 
zines  can  produce  nothing  more  than  an 
image  of  an  individual— drastically  min¬ 
iaturized  at  that. 

The  real  person  and  the  image  of  God 
that  he  or  she  conveys  must  be  experi¬ 
enced  in  person,  in  truly  living  color  and 
not  in  some  photographic  reproduction. 

What  image  of  God  do  you  portray? 
When  people  see  you,  what  likeness  of 
God  do  they  see? 

That’s  a  heavy-duty  assignment,  to 
live  in  the  image  of  God. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


general  boards  and  agencies. 

2.  Require  accountability  of  all  gener¬ 
al  boards  and  agencies  with  penalties  ifft 
violation. 

3.  Prohibit,  limit  or  restrict  voting  at 
General  Conferences  by  lay  employees 
of  the  church.  They  work  year  around  for 
their  preferred  programs  and  changes, 
get  their  petitions  in  first  and  try  to  get 
friendly  members  on  General  Confer¬ 
ence  legislative  committees  to  adopt 
their  petitions  for  change. 

4.  Provide  better  methods  of  commu¬ 
nications  between  laity  and  clergy,  in¬ 
cluding  the  bishops,  annual  conference 
lay  leaders  and  presidents  of  United 
Methodist  Men.  Laypeople  should  have 
frequent  meetings  with  the  bishop  of 
their  area  and  with  jurisdictional  lay  as¬ 
sociations  at  least  once  a  year  to  discuss, 
advise  and  counsel  together  for  better 
administration  of  Christ’s  church. 

5.  Provide  a  plan  for  every  United 
Methodist  to  receive,  without  charge,  not 
less  than  monthly,  a  publication  report¬ 
ing  authoritative  information  about  the 
activities  of  the  church.  This  item  should 
be  in  the  General  Conference  budget 
without  charge  to  the  local  church. 

These  changes  will  certainly  put  more 
responsibility  on  laypeople  to  volunteer 
time,  services  and  talents  to  bring  more 
members  to  Christ. 

I  therefore  urge  all  laypeople  to  talk 
to  their  delegates  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  and  the  Jurisdictional  Conference 
and  ask  their  support  of  such  petitions 
for  improving  the  administration  of  our 
Lord’s  business. 

“ Here  1  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  R.  Lee  Davis  is  a  member 
of  West  End  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.  (Tennessee  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here 
1  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Life  Ralls 

Holding  Fast  to  God’s  Promises 

Scott  Walker 


An  indispensable  how-to  book  for 
Christians  that  offers  hope,  reassur¬ 
ance,  and  the  spiritual  help  needed  to  deal 
with  life’s  many  problems.  Walker  com¬ 
pares  the  protective  railings  on  a  ship 
to  the  promises  of  God  set  forth  in  the 
Bible.  Confronted  with  life’s  difficulties,  indi¬ 
viduals  can  reach  out  for  protection— to  the  life  rails 
that  are  God’s  promises.  Hard  $  10.95 

■ 

Another  Chance 
Learning  to  Like  Yourself 

Cecil  Murphey 

Taking  an  incisive  look  at  one  of  the  downsides  of  today's 
culture — equating  personal  worth  with  material  success — 
Cecil  Murphey  shows  how  lack  of  self-esteem  prompts  individuals 
to  work  even  harder  to  achieve,  whereas  healthy  self-love  depends 
on  one’s  relationship  to  God.  Paper  89.95 

(tentative) 

■ 

Praying  The  Psalms 

Daily  Meditations  on  Cherished  Psalms 

J.  Barrie  Shepherd 

Well-known  for  devotional  writing,  Shepherd  here  continues 
his  meditations  on  the  Bible.  In  this  volume  he  reflects  on 
best-loved  psalms,  including  Psalms  23,  100  and  118.  In  the  format 
of  morning  and  evening  prayers  for  one  month,  he  focuses  on  both 
themes  of  worship  and  emotions  of  the  worshiper.  Space  is  also  • 
provided  se  that  readers  can  write  down  their  own  reflections. 

This  book  is  for  all  who  are  interested  in  recapturing  the  beauty, 
power,  and  spirit  of  the  psalms.  Paper  S8. 95 
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CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 
or  CALL  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-672-1789 
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Discipleship  board  urges  new  God  images  in  hymns 
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By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

NASHVILLE— The  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  gave  Its  unanimous  stamp 
of  approval  to  the  proposed  United  Meth¬ 
odist  hymnal  last  week. 

Nevertheless,  the  88-member  agency 
voted  to  send  a  resolution  to  the  final 
meeting  of  the  Hymnal  Revision  Com- 
mittee  encouraging  it  to  "be  bold  in  the 
Inclusion  of  hymns  that  speak  in  new  im¬ 
ages  of  God." 

Several  members  of  the  board  defined 
‘'pew"  images  of  God  as:  friend,  mother, 
comforter,  partner,  lover. 

The  resolution,  which  also  encouraged 
the  hymnal  committee  to  support  “the 
most  inclusive  possible  translation  of  the 
Psalter  consistent  with  fidelity  to  the 
original  Hebrew,”  was  passed  during  the 
board's  Oct.  5-8  meeting. 

The  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  is 
expected  to  deal  with  the  Psalter  (some¬ 
times  referred  to  as  responsive  readings) 
when  it  meets  for  the  last  time  Oct.  12-14 
in  Nashville. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship,  along  with 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
was  mandated  by  the  1984  General  Con¬ 


ference  to  prepare  the  hymnal. 

The  General  Conference  gave  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  "editorial  supervi¬ 
sion  of  the  contents"  and  asked  it  to 
make  recommendations  to  the  1988  leg¬ 
islative  assembly  concerning  adoption  as 
an  official  hymnal. 

Five  members  of  the  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  served  on  the  25-member  hymnal 
revision  panel. 

Hymnal  to  serve  future  needs 

The  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  hymnal 
editor,  told  board  members  the  proposed 
songbook  would  be  a  "populist  hymnal. . 
that  will  serve  us  in  this  generation  and 
into  the  next." 

Speaking  for  the  endorsement  of  the 
hymnal,  the  Rev.  Bruce  Blake  of  Win¬ 
field,  Kan.,  acknowledged  on-going  con¬ 
troversy  about  the  hymnal  but  said: 

"We  should  be  happy  that  we  are  a 
part  of  a  denomination  that  allows  this 
to  be  debated.  .  .  .  My  choice  is  not  to 
mold  or  mend  it  (the  new  hymnal)  but  to 
decide  if  it  will  better  serve  us  than  what 
we  have  now.” 

In  other  action  during  the  board’s  final 
meeting  of  the  1985-88  quadrennium, 


board  members  forwarded  a  measure  to 
the  1988  General  Conference  to  clarify 
restrictions  on  funds  used  in  dealing  with 
homosexual  issues. 

A  provision  in  current  church  law  pro¬ 
hibits  use  of  denominational  funds  "to  pro¬ 
mote  the  acceptance  of  homosexuality,” 

Amendment  proposed 

The  Discipleship  measure  would 
amend  the  law  by  adding:  "This  provi¬ 
sion  shall  not  preclude  participation  in 
educational  programs  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  resources  in  concurrence  with 
Social  Principles  and  other  official  state¬ 
ments  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
related  to  homosexual  people." 

The  Rev.  Rebecca  Parker,  an  elected 
board  member  from  Seattle,  said  that 
many  churches,  boards  and  agencies  had 
been  afraid  to  use  church  funds  "for  any 
issues  dealing  with  homosexuality.” 

Consequently,  she  said,  the  church  was 
behind  in  educating  the  public  about  ac¬ 
quired  immune  deficiency  syndrome  and 
teaching  churches  how  to  “reach  out  and 
minister  to  homosexuals.” 

"The  original  intent  (of  the  church  law) 
was  to  restrict  church  funds  from  being 


used  to  promote  homosexuality  as  a 
lifestyle,  but  I  don't  think  It  was  ever  the 
Intent  of  the  framers  not  to  study  or  dis¬ 
cuss  the  issue  of  homosexuality,"  she  said. 

In  a  brief  report  on  the  board's  AIDS 
Task  Force,  the  Rev.  Robert  Paul,  a 
board  staff  member,  said  that  copies  of 
the  pamphlet  “AIDS  and  the  Ministry  of 
the  Church”  had  been  mailed  to  every 
church  in  the  denomination.  The  pam¬ 
phlet  includes  a  three-session  study  unit 
on  the  disease. 

AIDS  consultation  set 

In  addition,  a  four-day  consultation  on 
AIDS  is  scheduled  for  Nov.  11-15  at  Mill- 
brae,  Calif.,  he  said.  The  event  is  being 
jointly  sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  consultation  revolves  around 
"sharing  experiences,"  said  John  Han- 
nay,  an  elected  board  member  from  Bal¬ 
timore  and  co-chairman  of  the  board’s 
AIDS  Task  Force.  Those  experiences  in¬ 
clude  the  AIDS  camp  sponsored  last 
summer  by  the  Troy  Annual  Conference 
and  the  Colorado  AIDS  Project  based  at 


St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Denver. 

The  Section  on  Evangelism  reported 
that  4,000  people  had  participated  in  14 
"Offering  Christ  Today”  schools  across 
the  nation  since  1986.  "Offering  Christ 
Today"  19  a  series  of  training  sessions  for 
clergy  and  laypeople  designed  to  help  lo¬ 
cal  congregations  develop  comprehen¬ 


sive  ministries  of  evangelism. 

In  addition,  evangelism  officials  said 
their  "Growth  Plus"  program,  which 
started  earlier  this  year,  now  Includes 
132  churches  and  104  consultants. 
"Growth  Plus"  sends  trained  "consul¬ 
tants"  from  growing  churches  to  work 
with  congregations  eager  to  expand  their 
ministries  and  membership. 


UM  Men  gain  equality  with  women 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— United  Methodist  Men 
now  have  equal  standing  with  United 
Methodist  Women. 

A  reorganization  plan  approved  last 
week  at  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  meeting  elevated  the  Section  of 
United  Methodist  Men  to  division  status. 

United  Methodist  Women  have  had 
their  own  division  within  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  years. 

Charles  Jones,  an  elected  Board  of 
Discipleship  member  from  Van  Nuys, 
Calif.,  said  that  making  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men  a  separate  division  would  give 
them  the  visibility  they  need  in  reaching 
out  into  the  fellowship  of  the  church. 


“I  defy  you  to  find  ‘men’  in  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,” 
said  Mr.  Jones,  also  president  of  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  United  Methodist 
Men. 

“You  can  look  at  the  structure  and  see 
the  Women’s  Division  and  COSROW  (Com¬ 
mission  on  Status  and  Role  of  Women). 
But  you  won’t  see  anything  about  men.” 

The  Rev.  Helen  Crotwell,  an  elected 
board  member  from  Fayetteville,  N.C., 
said,  “There  was  a  time  when  United 
Methodist  men  were  the  organization  of 
the  church,”  but  that  is  no  longer  the 
case.  She  encouraged  support  of  the  new 
division. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Doctor-pastor  serves 
poverty-level  patients 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 
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MEMPHIS,  Tenn.-Dr.  Scott  Morris  (right)  stands  with  nurse  Katherine 
Martin  (left)  in  front  of  the  ecumenically  sponsored  health  center  offering 
low-cost  health  care  to  people  near  or  below  the  poverty  level  where  Dr. 
Morris,  also  a  United  Methodist  minister,  serves  as  a  full-time  family  prac¬ 
titioner. 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.— Dr.  Scott  Morris, 
33,  looks  like  many  other  young  doctors 
starting  a  practice  in  an  urban  setting. 

His  office  in  a  renovated  turn-of-the- 
century  Prairie-style  house  in  midtown 
Memphis  has  polished  hardwood  floors 
and  hanging  ferns. 

But  Dr.  Morris  and  his  practice  are  not 
so  typical.  He’s  also  a  United  Methodist 
minister,  and  his  practice,  he  said,  is 
.  committed  to  “reclaiming  the  healing 
ministry  of  the  church. 

“The  church  has  been  content  to  pray 
for  people  and  visit  the  sick  and  define 
that  as  its  healing  ministry,”  he  said.  But 
the  Bible  portrays  a  more  active  role  for 
the  church— actually  serving  those  that 
are  ill,  he  said. 

Dr.  Morris  is  a  full-time  family  practi¬ 
tioner  in  the  Memphis  Church  Health 
Center,  an  ecumenically  sponsored  clinic 
that  offers  low-cost  health  care  for  peo¬ 
ple  near  or  below  the  poverty  level. 

The  health  center  opened  in  Septem¬ 
ber  in  an  old  house  across  the  street 
fTom  St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church 
Where  Dr.  Morris  is  an  associate  pastor. 

Inner-city  church  organized  clinic 

St.  John’s,  an  inner-city  church  in¬ 
volved  in  social  service  ministries  for 
many  years,  bought  the  house  for  the 
health  center  and  was  Instrumental  in 
getting  the  clinic  started,  Dr.  Morris 
said. 

X  The  Rev.  Frank  McRae,  senior  pastor 
at  St.  John's,  said  Dr.  Morris  came  to 
him  while  still  in  his  residency  at  the 
Medical  College  of  Virginia  with  the  Idea 
of  a  church-sponsored  health  center. 

“He  came  to  the  right  place,”  Mr. 
McRae  said.  “We’re  surrounded  by  poor 
people." 

The  two  pastors  agreed  that  operating 
a  clinic  was  too  big  for  St.  John’s  alone, 
so  they  began  seeking  other  churches  to 
offer  financial  and  volunteer  help. 

“We  knew  that  it  was  going  to  have  to 
be  an  ecumenical  effort  or  it  would  fall 
on  its  face,”  Mr.  McRae  said. 

Mr.  McRae,  Dr.  Morris  and  another  as¬ 
sociate  at  St.  John’s,  the  Rev.  Bradley 
Gabriel,  began  raising  money  and  sup- 
;port  for  the  health  center  by  visiting  oth- 
;er  churches  and  major  foundations— 
talking  about  the  need  and  the  idea  for 
'the  health  center  estimated  to  cost 
$400,000  a  year. 

“Census  records  show  Memphis  is  the 
poorest  major  city  in  the  United  States," 
Dr.  Morris  said.  About  150,000  people 
live  below  the  poverty  level,  and  100,000 
are  unemployed  or  don’t  have  jobs  that 
provide  insurance,  he  said. 

“When  you’re  working  for  minimum 
wage,  your  options  are  very  limited 


when  you  become  sick,”  Dr.  Morris  said. 
He  said  poor  people  can: 

•Go  to  the  county  hospital  and  be 
treated  at  taxpayers’  expense; 

•Take  off  work  (and  risk  being  fired) 
to  go  to  the  county  health  department 
that  closes  in  the  afternoon; 

•  Go  to  the  emergency  room  of  a  local 
hospital  where  costs  of  serving  the  indi¬ 
gent  are  passed  on  to  paying  patients. 

“It  costs  $80  to  treat  a  cold  in  the 
emergency  room,”  he  said. 

Poor  people  tend  to  put  off  visiting  a 
doctor  until  a  crisis  occurs,  he  said.  Sim¬ 
ple  problems  that  could  have  been  treat¬ 
ed  in  a  doctor’s  office  in  their  early 
stages  often  become  major  problems 
that  require  hospitalization,  he  added. 

“As  Scott  talked  (to  churches  and  foun¬ 
dations),  people  were  willing  to  own  it,” 
Mr.  McRae  said.  Within  a  year,  the  mon¬ 
ey  was  raised. 

Added  Mr.  Gabriel:  "Some  things  are 
so  right  they  can’t  be  denied.” 

Financial  support  for  the  center  came 
from  churches  ranging  from  Memphis’ 
largest  non-denominational  charismatic 
congregation  to  an  inner-city  Episcopal 
church  not  far  from  the  center. 

In  addition,  Methodist  Hospital  in 
Memphis  and  several  private  founda¬ 
tions  gave  large  sums  to  get  the  health 
center  off  the  ground. 

Pastor  first,  doctor  second 

Dr.  Morris,  who  grew  up  in  St.  John 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta,  said 
he  considers  himself  "a  pastor  who  ac¬ 
quired  the  skills  to  be  a  physician.”  He 
said  he  decided  in  high  school  to  serve 
the  church  as  pastor  and  physician. 

He  said  he  spent  much  of  his  time  at 
Yale  Divinity  School  studying  what  the 
church  had  traditionally  done  in  its  heal¬ 
ing  ministry  and  what  various  churches 
were  doing  in  the  United  States  as  part 
of  their  healing  ministry.  He  completed 
medical  school  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 

Holistic  healing  approach  used 

The  clinic  takes  a  holistic  approach 
to  medicine.  Besides  Dr.  Morris,  the  staff 
includes  a  nurse,  social  worker,  pastoral 
counselor  and  nutritionist. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Morris  is  training  “lay 
advisers”  from  surrounding  lower-socio¬ 
economic-level  churches  to  detect  chron¬ 
ic  diseases  and  identify  people  who  may 
be  developing  serious  illnesses. 

Dr.  Morris  said  50  percent  of  the  pa¬ 
tients  who  go  to  doctors  for  primary 
care  don’t  really  have  legitimate  health 
problems.  Instead,  they  have  stress-re¬ 
lated  ailments— often  headaches  or 
backaches— that  can  be  traced  to  a  job, 
family  situation,  etc. 


Dr.  Morris  said  it’s  particularly  help¬ 
ful  to  be  able  to  refer  a  patient  to  a  pas¬ 
toral  counselor  or  social  worker  right  in 
the  same  building. 

A  nutritionist  plays  an  important  role 
"particularly  with  poor  people”  because 
they  often  do  not  have  a  very  good  un¬ 
derstanding  of  how  eating  proper  foods 
can  help  make  them  feel  better,  he  said. 

Dr.  Morris  said  he  hopes  to  have  a  law¬ 
yer  on  the  staff  soon  because  “our  kind 
of  patients  have  all  kinds  of  problems.” 

He  recalled  a  patient  who  had  worked 
for  a  company  for  25  years  before  his 
right  hand  was  cut  off  in  a  job-related 
accident. 

While  he  was  in  the  hospital,  the  com¬ 
pany  offered  him  a  $4,000  settlement, 
and  he  signed  it. 

By  the  time  he  saw  Dr.  Morris,  he  was 
penniless,  unemployed  and  needed  medi¬ 
cal  treatment. 

“We  needed  somebody  here  to  look 
over  that  contract  and  see  if  we  couldn’t 
get  some  additional  help  for  him.” 

Volunteers  do  many  jobs 

The  Church  Health  Care  Center  is  us¬ 
ing  a  list  of  130  volunteers— many  from 
area  churches— to  do  clerical  work, 
greet  patients  and  other  odd  jobs  around 
the  clinic. 


The  clinic  is  open  daily  from  7  a.m.  to 
9  p.m.  Dr.  Morris  is  on  call  24  hours  a 
day,  and  a  team  of  60  volunteer  doctors 
from  churches  and  synagogues  in  the 
Memphis  area  staff  the  center  at  nights 
and  on  Saturdays. 

Patients  pay  on  a  sliding  scale  basis 
with  a  $5  minimum  charge.  Free  clinics 
don’t  work  because  people  abuse  the  ser¬ 
vice  and  often  come  for  trivial  problems, 
he  said. 

While  the  health  center  is  sponsored 
and  underwritten  by  about  12  churches 
and  several  independent  foundations,  Dr. 
Morris  said  the  churches  are  distanced 
enough  so  as  never  to  be  liable  for  law¬ 
suits  that  might  stem  from  the  health 
center. 

In  Tennessee,  he  noted,  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  a  not-for-profit  agency  cannot 
be  sued. 

Dr.  Morris  said  the  idea  for  church- 
sponsored  health  care  centers  can  work 
anywhere. 

“Indigent  health  care  is  bad,  but  I 
guarantee  it  is  getting  worse,”  he  said. 
“The  federal  government  cannot  carry 
the  burden,  and  HMOs  (health  mainte¬ 
nance  organizations)  are  making  it 
worse. 

“If  the  church  does  not  solve  the  prob¬ 
lem,  I  don’t  believe  it  will  get  done.” 


Claremont  official  admits  taking  $269,000 


Board  seeks  removal 


of  6gay’  words  from  law 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— Of  the  thousands  of 
words  in  UM  Church  law,  none  provoked 
more  emotion  among  members  of  the 
denomination’s  social-action  agency  last 
week  than  17  they  want  to  remove. 

Members  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  voted  to  ask  the  1988 
General  Conference  to  omit  from  the 
Book  of  Discipline  the  words:  “. . .  though 
we  do  not  condone  the  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  consider  this  practice  in¬ 
compatible  with  Christian  teaching.” 

Debate  on  whether  the  phrase  should 
be  deleted  from  the  church’s  book  of 
laws  overshadowed  more  than  30  other 
legislative  proposals  during  the  93-mem¬ 
ber  board’s  Oct.  7-10  meeting. 

Those  proposals  ranged  from  a  com¬ 
prehensive  program  for  dealing  with  the 
rural  crisis  to  a  “Call  to  Care”  that  en¬ 
courages  young  people  to  abstain  from 
alcohol  and  drugs. 

In  the  closest  vote  of  the  legislation-lad¬ 
en  board  agenda,  elected  members— both 
clergy  and  laypeople — voted  40  to  24  (with 
two  abstentions)  to  ask  the  church’s  top 
legislative  assembly  to  replace  the  contro¬ 
versial  phrase  about  homosexuality. 

Issue  called  'pain  filled’ 

Describing  It  afterward  as  “one  of  the 
great  and  pain-filled  issues  of  our  time,” 
Bishop  William  B.  Grove  (West  Virginia 
Area),  president  of  the  board,  praised 
members  for  the  dignity  with  which  they 
conducted  the  debate.  He  urged  them  to 
"receive  the  decision  . . .  with  human 
love _ ” 

The  debate  ranged  from  the  personal 
plea  of  a  laywoman  from  Maine  to  delete 
the  controversial  language  to  a  church 
bishop's  prediction  that  the  action  would 
fuel  the  denomination’s  membership  loss. 

Evelyn  S.  Burns,  a  member  from  Nor¬ 
way,  Maine,  confided  to  the  board  that  a 
member  of  her  own  family  had  been  a  vic¬ 
tim  of  society’s  disdain  of  homosexuals. 

“When  are  we  going  to  stop  this  cruel¬ 
ty  to  one  another?”  she  asked  in  an  emo¬ 
tional  plea. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Looney  of  Johnson 
City,  Tenn.;  Bishop  Richard  Wilke  (Ar¬ 
kansas  Area);  and  attorney  John 
Thomas,  a  layman  from  Brazil,  Ind.,  all 
warned  that  the  action  would  cost  the  de¬ 
nomination  members. 

“I  wish  this  statement  had  never  been 
placed  in  the  Discipline,”  Dr.  Looney 
said  of  the  16-year-old  phrase.  “But  in 
the  church  I  know,  if  we  delete  (it),  we 
confirm  . . .  bleeding  and  schism  of  the- 
church  that  will  sap  our  energies  into  the 
next  century." 

Bishop  Wilke,  who  heads  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  committee  on  church  member¬ 
ship,  warned  that  a  change  in  the  policy 
would  force  him  to  spend  the  rest  of  his 
life  working  to  “shore  up  churches”  and 
trying  to  heal  “confused  laity.” 


Mr.  Thomas  echoed  those  sentiments, 
saying,  “We  will  pay  the  price  in  mem¬ 
bers  in  very  substantial  numbers,  not 
only  throughout  the  Midwest,  but 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  church.” 

No  other  proposals  for  General  Confer¬ 
ence  sparked  the  drama  of  the  debate  over 
the  words  referring  to  homosexuality. 

The  social-action  board  did  propose 
that  General  Conference  drop  references 
to  gender  in  the  church’s  Social  Princi¬ 
ples  dealing  with  the  marriage  bond. 

The  proposal  would  change  the  para¬ 
graph  to  read:  “Although  all  people  (de¬ 
lete  “ men  and  women")  are  sexual 
beings  whether  or  not  they  are  married, 
sexual  relations  are  (delete  “sex  be¬ 
tween  a  man  and  a  woman  is”)  only  to  be 
clearly  affirmed  in  the  marriage  bond.” 

Last-minute  attempts  to  revise  the 
substitute  language  were  defeated. 
Those  included  one  that  would  have  in¬ 
serted  a  phrase  saying,  “As  Christians, 
we  strongly  affirm  the  sacredness  of 
marriage  between  a  man  and  a  woman 
and  the  birth  of  children.” 

Selective  boycott  backed 

Board  members  declared  support  for 
a  yet-to-be-defined  selective  boycott, 
rather  than  a  general  boycott,  of  Califor¬ 
nia  grape  growers. 

A  selective  boycott  would  target  all  of 
a  corporation's  products  in  an  attempt  to 
force  it  to  negotiate  with  farm-workers’ 
unions,  said  board  member  Russell 
Walker,  himself  a  California  farmer. 

Bishop  Leontlne  Kelly  (San  Francisco 
Area)  warned  that  a  general  boycott 
would  hurt  little  farmers.  She  told  the 
board  that  the  California-Nevada  confer¬ 
ence  was  already  committed  to  a  boycott 
aimed  at  one  of  the  huge,  multinational 
companies  in  the  industry. 

In  March,  the  board  had  voted  to  en¬ 
dorse  a  general  boycott  of  grapes  effec¬ 
tive  Oct.  15,  subject  to  a  progress  review 
at  last  week’s  meeting. 

That  action  was  rescinded  in  favor  of 
the  selective  boycott. 

Church  officials  hope  to  persuade 
growers  of  table  grapes  to  negotiate  with 
farm  workers  about  union  elections,  col¬ 
lective  bargaining,  and  the  use  of  pesti¬ 
cides. 
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By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

The  chief  financial  officer  of  UM-re- 
lated  Claremont  School  of  Theology  has 
admitted  embezzling  some  $269,000  in 
school  funds,  according  to  a  spokesman 
for  the  Claremont,  Calif.,  seminary. 

John  Kirkman,  a  United  Methodist 
layman,  disclosed  in  a  signed  statement 
dated  Sept.  22  that  he  misappropriated 
the  funds  between  July  1,  1986,  and  Aug. 
31, 1987,  the  spokesman  said. 

Following  the  disclosure,  school  offi¬ 


cials  asked  for  and  received  Mr.  Kirk- 
man’s  resignation  as  the  seminary’s 
business  manager  and  comptroller,  the 
spokesman  said.  Mr.  Kirkman  had  held 
that  post  since  Sept.  1, 1985. 

Mr.  Kirkman  was  treasurer  of  the  Cal¬ 
ifornia-Pacific  Annual  Conference  from 
1975-1982.  During  that  period,  he  was  a 
central  figure  in  the  nationally  publi¬ 
cized  litigation  involving  fiscal  problems 
at  the  conference-owned  Pacific  Homes 
retirement  facilities. 

Noting  Mr.  Kirkman’s  previous  post, 


Quakes  seriously  damage  1 


The  Oct.  1  earthquake  and  aftershocks 
that  rocked  the  Los  Angeles  area  seriously 
damaged  a  UM  church  near  the  temblor’s 
epicenter  and  temporarily  closed  another. 

For  the  most  part,  however,  area  UM 
churches  survived  the  quake  with  minor 
damage,  according  to  local  observers.  No 
area  church  reported  any  personal  injuries. 

The  earthquake,  which  registered  6.1 
on  the  Richter  scale,  centered  most  of  its 
force  in  the  Whittier  area. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Whittier  sustained  serious  damage  to  one 
of  it3  three  buildings.  California-Pacific 
Conference  officials  estimated  the  loss 
at  $100,000. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Pasa¬ 
dena  was  closed  until  the  structure  could 
:  examined.  The  office  of  Bishop  Jack  M. 
Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area),  which  was  in  the 


building,  was  temporarily  relocated. 

Other  churches  sustaining  minor  dam¬ 
age  included  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  North  Hollywood,  Holliston 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Pasadena, 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Glendale 
and  LaMirada  United  Methodist  Church. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Los 
Angeles,  undamaged  by  the  quake,  tempo¬ 
rarily  provided  shelter  for  50  people, 
mostly  Central  American  refugees,  after 
they  were  evacuated  from  a  nearby  hotel. 

In  all,  the  quakes  forced  more  than 
12,000  people  from  their  homes  and  caused 
an  estimated  $125  million  in  total  damage. 

Despite  its  damage  the  First  UMC  of 
Whittier  continued  its  ministry  to  a  city 
in  shock,  observers  said. 

The  Rev.  Don  Inlay,  pastor  of  the 
Whittier  church,  and  the  Rev.  Mark  Hun- 


Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area) 
issued  a  statement  acknowledging  that 
"a  question  arises  as  to  whether  any  an¬ 
nual  conference  funds  may  have  been 
misused. 

"I  immediately  requested  our  confer¬ 
ence  fiscal  officer  to  pursue  this  possibil¬ 
ity  with  our  auditors,  and  they  have 
thoroughly  examined  all  fiscal  records,” 
Bishop  Tuell  said.  “I  am  glad  to  report 
that  their  review  does  not  indicate  any 
evidence  of  misuse  of  funds  under  annual 
conference  control.” 

UM  church 

tington,  Santa  Ana  District  disaster  coor¬ 
dinator,  moved  quickly  to  set  up  several 
services  of  worship  to  give  people  of  the 
community  an  opportunity  to  pray  for 
those  affected  by  the  quake. 

The  quake  wasn’t  without  its  lightheart¬ 
ed  moments.  One  was  reported  by  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Anaheim  United  Methodist  Church. 

When  the  Rev.  Clark  Robb  welcomed 
worshipers  at  the  Oct.  3  service,  he  said, 
“With  this  morning’s  aftershock  (which 
registered  5.5  on  the  Richter  scale!  and 
the  prediction  for  record-high  tempera¬ 
tures  again  today,  it  is  quite  likely  that  the 
seismologists  and  weathermen  will  refer 
to  this  day  as  ‘Shake-and-Bake  Sunday.’  ” 

This  report  is  based  on  stories  from 
United  Methodist  News  Service  and  Peg 
Parker,  editor  of  the  California-Pacific 
Con/erence's  Reporter  edition. 


The  Claremont  spokesman  said  Mr. 
Kirkman  had  not  been  charged  with  any 
wrongdoing  before  his  confession.  He  re¬ 
portedly  was  aware,  however,  of  an  in¬ 
ternal  audit  of  school  funds.  That  may 
have  prompted  his  decision  to  come 
forth  voluntarily,  the  spokesman  said. 

A  School  of  Theology  official,  who 
asked  not  to  be  quoted  on  the  advice  of 
school  attorneys,  said  that  no  decision 
has  been  made  by  the  seminary’s  board 
of  trustees  about  whether  to  file  charges 
against  Mr.  Kirkman. 

The  official  said  that  Mr.  Kirkman  is 
attempting  to  make  restitution  for  the 
misappropriated  funds. 

Any  decision  regarding  legal  action 
against  him  will  be  made  pending  repay¬ 
ment  efforts,  the  official  said. 

The  school’s  bonding  company  has  in¬ 
dicated  that  all  misappropriated  funds 
are  insured  and  will  be  replaced,  the  offi¬ 
cial  added. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Cain,  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  president,  will  serve  as  the  seminary’s 
financial  officer  until  a  successor  to  Mr. 
Kirkman  is  named,  the  official  said. 

In  an  interview  with  the  editor  of  the 
Reporter’s  California-Pacific  edition,  Dr. 
Cain  said  that  Mr.  Kirkman  had  a  strong 
commitment  to  the  School  of  Theology 
and  wanted  to  rectify  his  actions. 

“We  must  not  allow  this  to  deflect  our 
school  from  its  ministry,”  Dr.  Cain  was 
quoted  as  saying. 

Mr.  Kirkman  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment  at  his  home  in  Canoga  Park,  Calif. 
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Literacy:  How  can  churches  help? 

Rv  r.T  RN  I. ARUM  _ * JL 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

RACINE,  Wis.— “Reading  was  like  mag¬ 
ic  to  me,  like  pulling  a  rabbit  out  of  the 
hat,"  said  David  Smith,  a  37-year-old  Atlan¬ 
ta  artist  who  learned  to  read  as  an  adult 

Mr.  Smith's  story  highlighted  a  three-day 
international  conference  on  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  churches  in  literacy  programs. 

United  Methodists  were  among  the 
representatives  of  32  denominations  who 
heard  Mr.  Smith’s  testimonial  as  a  call 
to  expand  churches’  efforts  to  fight  illit¬ 
eracy  among  an  estimated  30  million 
adults  in  North  America. 

Churches  were  challenged  to  establish 
new  “literacy  ministries”  to  teach  peo¬ 
ple  how  to  read  and  write,  support  exist¬ 
ing  programs  and  expand  those  efforts 
into  support  networks  for  illiterate  and 
low-literate  adults. 

Participants  were  told  that  churches 


should  support  programs  that  emphasize 
parents  reading  to  children,  provide  two- 
tiered  reading  levels  for  Sunday-school 
programs  and  speak  in  favor  of  literacy 
funding  and  literacy  programs. 

Church  leaders  were  asked  to  urge 
church  members  to  volunteer  to  work  in 
literacy  programs. 

“There  is  a  widespread  feeling  (among 
church  people)  that  we  ought  to  be  work¬ 
ing  on  adult  literacy,”  said  Margaret  L. 
Shafer,  a  National  Council  of  Churches 
official.  The  council  co-sponsored  the 
gathering  with  the  Johnson  Foundation. 

Work  of  2  church  groups  cited 

Peter  Waite,  head  of  the  largest  volun¬ 
teer-based  literacy  program  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  Laubach  Literacy  Action, 
acknowledged  that  “the  majority  of  lit¬ 
eracy  work  is  going  on  outside  major  na¬ 
tional  [literacy]  organizations.” 
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Osmundo  Ponce,  head  of  Costa  Rica’s  Alfalit  International  literacy  cam¬ 
paign,  compares  notes  with  Evelyn  Murialdo,  who  heads  the  International 
Council  for  Adult  Literacy’s  campaign  in  the  industrialized  countries.  The 
two  were  among  62  literacy  specialists  and  church  representatives  at  a  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  conference  on  "The  Church’s  Involvement  in 
North  American  Literacy.” 


He  said  that  Southern  Baptists  and  the 
Lutheran  Church  Women  were  “the  un¬ 
sung  heroes  of  the  literacy  program.” 

A  veteran  church  worker  for  literacy. 
Martha  A.  Lane  of  the  Lutheran  women’s 
volunteer  reading  aides  program,  said 
that  churches  have  provided  classrooms, 
recruited  tutors  and  helped  to  identify 
students  for  literacy  programs. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Walton,  who  helps  co¬ 
ordinate  United  Methodist  community- 
based  volunteer  activities,  pointed  out 
that  United  Methodists  also  are  involved 
in  community-based  literacy  programs. 

“I’ve  heard  some  of  you  say  that  you 
were  United  Methodist,”  he  said.  “I’ve 
heard  others  of  you  say  that  you  were 
meeting  in  a  United  Methodist  Church. 
Some  of  you  have  said  that  you  have 
United  Methodist  volunteers  or  that  you 
have  received  United  Methodist  grants.” 

Mr.  Walton  said  he  would  be  attending 
a  NCC-sponsored  literacy  conference 
tentatively  scheduled  for  October.  The 
meeting’s  goal  is  to  work  strategy  for  in¬ 
creasing  the  involvement  of  churches 
and  church  agencies— including  those 
from  the  UMC— in  literacy  programs. 

That  strategy  would  include  develop¬ 
ing  sources  of  funding  and  other  re¬ 
sources,  encouraging  churches  to  work 
as  advocates  for  literacy  programs  and 
finding  ways  to  affect  national  policy  de¬ 
cisions  regarding  literacy,  he  said. 

Wide-ranging  program  featured 

The  Racine  conference  featured  teams 
of  teachers  and  pupils  from  grass-roots 
literacy  campaigns;  leaders  of  national 
literacy  organizations;  and  international 
literacy  specialists. 

Literacy  advocates,  representing  a 
broad  cross-section  of  North  American 
literacy  work,  emphasized  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  a  literacy  effort  that  goes  be¬ 
yond  basic  tutoring  programs. 

Michael  R.  Fox,  who  heads  the  Wash¬ 
ington-based  Push  Literacy  Action  Now, 
told  the  church  representatives  that  low- 
literate  people  need  a  community  action 
support  organization  to  help  them  in  spe- 
cific'ways. 

He  said  literacy  programs  should  be 


designed  to  meet  “needs”  of  the  learners 
other  than  simply  reading. 

Across  the  continent  in  San  Francisco, 
Carlos  Nolasco,  a  student-tutor  with  the 
Pacific  Center  for  Literacy  and  Popula¬ 
tion  Education,  said,  “Literacy  is  not 
only  reading  and  writing  but  becoming 
active  in  the  community.” 

Mr.  Nolasco  is  a  Salvadoran  native  who 
said  he  found  himself  “illiterate”  upon  ar¬ 
riving  in  the  United  States  in  1978. 

Michael  James,  director  of  Pacific  Cen¬ 
ter,  said  the  agency’s  literacy  program 
mixes  an  educational  agenda  with  a  wide 
variety  of  activist  programs  for  minor¬ 
ities— housing  projects,  unemployment, 
maternity,  economics,  basic  rights,  etc. 

Church  motives  questioned 

An  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church  pastor  agreed  that  illiteracy  was 
“a  national,  Christian  and  ethical  dis¬ 
grace”  but  cautioned  North  American 
literacy  advocates  not  to  “pimp”  the 
church  in  their  pursuit  of  resources  to 
fund  programs  to  fight  illiteracy. 

The  Rev.  Harry  Spigner,  pastor  of  an 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  church 
in  Muskegon,  Mich.,  was  responding  to 
concerns  that  churches  and  denominations 
were  using  literacy  programs  to  promote 
sectarian  viewpoints  to  attract  members. 

“There  is  no  need  [for  the  church]  to 
apologize  to  people  for  saying  that  we  do 
it  [teach  people  to  read]  because  we  love 
Jesus,”  Mr.  Spigner  said.  “The  church 
cannot  be  asked  not  to  look  at  literacy 
from  a  spiritual  point  of  view.  That’s 
what  the  church  does.  We’re  not  going  to 
apologize  for  that. 

“Every  human  being  is  important,  and 
indifference  to  illiteracy  is  a  sin.” 

A  national  literature  official  for 
American  Baptist  Churches,  Bette  Day, 
cautioned  participants  to  understand 
that  “the  church  does  not  speak  with  one 
voice.”  Different  denominations  have 
different  motives  for  teaching  literacy, 
she  pointed  out. 

Lester  Meriwether,  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  literacy  program  for 
Texas  and  Mexico,  told  the  group  that 
church-sponsored  literacy  programs 
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ought  to  have  a  spiritual  dimension  and 
that  the  Bible  should  be  used  as  a  read¬ 
ing  resource. 

Ms.  Lane,  a  Lutheran,  said  she  also 
viewed  illiteracy  as  a  “justice  issue”  for 
the  church. 

“You  cannot  really  separate  it  from 
the  other  context  of  things  happening  in 
the  community,”  she  said,  adding  that  il¬ 
literacy  was  "a  major  cause  of  poverty 
and  powerlessness.” 

The  church  can  help 

Debbie  Reck,  a  literacy  worker  at  the 
United  Methodist-related  Tacoma 
(Wash.)  Community  Center,  said,  "On  a 
national  level,  (the  church  should)  advo¬ 
cate  for  literacy  and  raise  money  for  it.” 

She  urged  churches  to  provide  “mini¬ 
grants”  to  help  fill  funding  gaps  in  litera¬ 
cy  programs. 

Riki  Sipes  of  the  Literacy  Council  of 
Alaska  in  Fairbanks  called  on  the 
churches  “to  help  us  lobby  public  schools 
to  do  a  better  job.” 

Sister  Alice  Macmurdo,  a  Roman 
Catholic  nun  from  New  Iberia,  La.,  of¬ 
fered  her  own  description  of  the  church’s 
role  in  literacy. 

"The  role  of  the  church,”  she  said,  “is 
to  take  a  very  critical  look  at  illiteracy 
and  its  root  causes  and  then  take  a  look 
at  the  way  a  political,  social  economy 
based  on  Christian  ethics  would  look.” 


UM  clergy  couples  tell  about  being  a  ‘rare  breed ’ 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  WINDSOR,  Md.-As  reported  by 
his  parents,  9-year-old  Nathan,  son  of  the 
Revs.  Steve  and  Jamie  Williams  of  Glen 
Ellyn,  Ill.,  had  just  about  had  it  with 
mom  and  dad. 

"You  guys  are  just  Bible  weenies!”  Ja¬ 
mie  said  Nathan  blurted  out  one  day  af¬ 
ter  listening  to  some  parental  "shop 
talk.”  (The  Williamses  are  both  United 
Methodist  pastors.)  “You’re  too  biblical!" 

The  Williamses  lightheartedly  told  a 
small  group  of  other  “clergy  couples”  of 
their  son's  exasperation  recently  during 
the  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  Clergy  Couples. 

But  as  one  of  United  Methodism's 
nearly  500  such  couples— both  husband 
and  wife  ordained  and  serving  under  a 
bishop’s  appointment— the  Williamses 
are  accustomed  to  hearing  that  they  are 
“too”  something  or  other— if  not  from 
their  children,  then  from  bishops,  their 
congregations,  and  even  themselves.  And 
it’s  not  always  lighthearted. 

So  when  they  and  25  other  couples  rep¬ 
resenting  all  five  of  the  denomination’s 
U.S.  regional  jurisdictions  got  together 


last  month,  much  discussion  revolved 
around  their  stories  of  being  perceived 
and  treated  differently  from  other  minis¬ 
ters  and  other  couples. 

In  fact,  providing  support  and  care  for 
one  another  as  a  rare  breed  within  the 
denomination  was  a  primary  reason  the 
group  was  formed,  members  reported. 

“Being  able  to  come  to  this  group  and 
not  feel  like  a  two-headed  monster  has 
been  one  of  our  main  coping  mecha¬ 
nisms,"  said  the  Rev.  John  Halderman  of 
Port  Royal,  Pa.,  speaking  for  both  him¬ 
self  and  his  wife,  Sharonn. 

During  the  three-day  meeting,  which  was 
partially  funded  by  a  $1,000  grant  from  the 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
countless  examples  were  given  of  how  and 
why  clergy  couples  sometimes  feel  like 
“two-headed”  monsters. 

•  Many  talked  about  bishops  and  their 
cabinets  of  district  superintendents  often 
viewing  clergy  couples  as  “too  difficult” 
to  appoint.  Hence,  the  stories  went,  it  is 
extraordinarily  difficult  to  get  appoint¬ 
ments  near  enough  to  each  other  so  that 
some  semblance  of  family  life  can  be 
maintained. 


UM  CLERGY  COUPLES  LOGO 

A  clergywoman  from  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference  reported,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  that  the  only  appointment  offered 
to  her  was  300  miles  from  her  husband’s 
congregation.  Others  told  of  similar  ex¬ 
periences. 

"Some  bishops  just  don’t  want  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  us,”  the  male  half  of  an¬ 
other  couple  said. 

•Numerous  couples  reported  experi¬ 
ences  with  congregations  that  viewed 
them  as  "too  demanding.”  The  hot  issue 
for  many  is  housing. 

A  four-page  report  made  available  at 
the  meeting  cited  several  examples  of 
bad  experiences  with  housing  concerns. 

They  included  one  couple’s  being  “re¬ 
quired  to  live  in  two  separate  houses  in 
two  separate  counties  in  two  separate 
valleys.” 

Another  couple’s  district  superinten¬ 
dent  told  each  of  their  respective  congre¬ 


gations  the  couple  would  live  in  that 
church’s  parsonage,  leaving  it  to  the  pas¬ 
tors  to  battle  with  their  parishioners 
over  where  they  would  live,  the  report 
said. 

Other  couples  “find  that  an  existing 
cash  housing  allowance  is  dropped  when 
they  take  the  appointment  because,  it  is 
said,  housing  is  being  provided  through  the 
spouse’s  appointment,"  the  report  stated. 

(Paragraph  256.3  of  the  1984  Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline  states  that  “Housing  shall  not  be 
considered  as  part  of  compensation  or  re¬ 
muneration,  but  shall  be  considered  as  a 
means  provided  by  the  local  church,  and 
for  the  convenience  of  the  local  church,  to 
enable  its  ministry  and  the  itinerant  min¬ 
istry  of  the  Annual  Conference.”) 

One  clergyman  summarized  the  di¬ 
lemma  for  clergy-couple  pastors:  “We 
want  to  be  recognized  as  unique,  but  we 
also  want  to  be  ordinary.” 

•  Finally,  many  clergy  couples  told  of 
feeling  “too  isolated”  and  lonely  in  their 
work.  A  problem  commonly  identified 
was  the  lack  of  peers  in  similar  circum¬ 
stances  who  understand  the  strain  of 
both  spouses  being  pastors. 

Jamie  Williams  spoke  of  the  “psycho¬ 


logical  drain,”  of  wondering,  “Do  I  have 
enough  to  go  around  to  give  to  husband, 
children  and  church?” 

Others  identified  unique  financial 
strains  such  as  having  two  loans  to  repay 
after  seminary. 

However,  two  resource  leaders  for  the 
event,  the  Revs.  Sharon  and  Tom  Neufer 
Emswiler,  a  clergy  couple  from  Spring- 
field,  Ill.,  reminded  the  group  during  an 
evening  worship  meditation  that  “two 
are  better  than  one”— a  phrase  taken 
from  Ecclesiastes  4:9. 

Later  the  Emswilers  frankly  acknowl¬ 
edged  disadvantages  connected  with  be¬ 
ing  a  clergy  couple.  But  they  pointed  out 
many  advantages  as  well,  including  a 
shared  commitment  and  the  opportunity 
to  offer  congregations  “a  model  of  ho¬ 
lism  in  male-female  relationships.” 
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Poor  appeals 
said  to  hurt 
ministries 

By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

SEATTLE— Widespread  failure  to 
confront  United  Methodists  with  God’s, 
claim  on  their  material  possessions  is. 
threatening  to  weaken  the  UMC’s  world¬ 
wide  ministries,  a  UM  planned-giving  of¬ 
ficial  said  Oct.  2. 

Consequently,  the  denomination  needs 
to  reintroduce  “an  intentional  process  to 
remind  people  that  God  has  a  claim  on  all 
aspects  of  their  lives— particularly  the 
material  aspects,”  said  the  Rev.  Charles 
E.  Laing,  president  of  the  National  Associ-  - 
ation  of  United  Methodist  Foundations. 

Future  gift  revenue  will  greatly  deter1 
mine  the  denomination’s  missional. 
strength,  Mr.  Laing  said.  But  UM  leaders, 
have  for  years  been  reluctant  to  ask  indi1 
vidual  church  members  for  large  gifts 
from  their  cash  and  accumulated  assets— 
real  estate,  stocks  and  insurance  poli¬ 
cies— to  finance  expanded  ministries. 

Mr.  Laing,  also  president  of  the  Texas: 
United  Methodist  Foundation,  made  his 
remarks  during  his  “state  of  the  confer¬ 
ence"  address  to  the  foundation  associa¬ 
tion’s  1987  annual  meeting. 

“Giving  to  the  church  is  done  not  be¬ 
cause  it  is  convenient  but  because  faith 
leaves  Christians  no  other  choice,”  Mr. 
Laing  told  the  Reporter.  “We  do  people  a 
favor  when  we  give  them  an  opportunity 
to  be  good  stewards  of  what  they  have.” 

Foundations— as  well  as  endowment' 
funds  established  by  individual  congre-' 
gations— provide  a  “revolutionary”  vehi¬ 
cle  for  “enabling  future  ministry,”  Mr. 
Laing  told  the  Reporter. 

Foundations  and  church  endowment 
funds  handle  non-cash  as  well  as  cash 
gifts.  Non-cash  gifts  include  real  estate, 
stocks,  bonds  and  insurance  policies. 

Such  non-cash  gifts,  often  received  as 
bequests,  can  do  a  great  deal  to  ensure 
the  financial  strength  of  the  future  min¬ 
istries  of  a  congregation,  annual  confer¬ 
ence  or  church-related  institution,  such 
as  a  hospital  or  college,  Mr.  Laing  said. 

The  58  foundations  belonging  to  the  na¬ 
tional  association  serve  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  episcopal  areas  or  states.  Together 
those  planned-giving  agencies  manage  as¬ 
sets  estimated  at  more  than  $200  million. 

“We  serve  as  a  vehicle  for  gifts  to  what¬ 
ever  church-related  cause  a  person  wants 
to  support,”  said  Jim  Argue  Jr.,  executive 
director  of  the  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  of  Arkansas.  “Our  role  is  to  help  peo¬ 
ple  make  the  most  significant  gift  of  their 
lives  to  that  part  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  closest  to  their  hearts.” 

One  job  of  UM  foundations  and  congre¬ 
gational  endowment  funds  is  to  inform 
people  about  the  possibility  of  non-cash 
gifts  to  the  church,  especially  through 
their  wills,  said  the  Rev.  William  F.  An¬ 
drews,  executive  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  the  Northwest. 

Christians  should  use  their  wills  to 
make  sure  that  some  of  their  estates 
goes  to  further  the  building  of  God’s 
kingdom,  Mr.  Andrews  said. 


the  church  today 


Attitude  hampers  Christian  AIDS  ministries 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— An  elderly  United 
Methodist  couple  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  who 
have  lost  both  of  their  sons  to  acquired 
immune  deficiency  syndrome,  were 
among  panelists  last  week  urging  reli¬ 
gious  journalists  to  enlist  churches  in 
ministries  to  AIDS  victims,  their  fam¬ 
ilies  and  friends. 

“Each  of  you  somewhere  down  the  line 
is  going  to  come  in  contact  with  this  dis- 

se  whether  you  like  it  or  not,”  Kay 

litchell  told  about  30  representatives 
from  church  publications. 

She  and  her  husband,  Jack,  described 
the  horror  of  watching  both  sons  die  of 
AIDS  in  1985 

Mrs.  Mitchell,  a  retired  registered 
r  urse,  and  Mr.  Mitchell,  a  retired  Navy 
housing  official,  said,  “We’re  fighting  the 
public’s  fear  about  this  disease  . . .  tooth 
and  nail.” 

Among  the  problems  facing  the  Mitch¬ 
ells  and  other  church  people  working 


with  AIDS  ministries  is  “hostility  from 
members  of  their  own  denominations,” 
said  a  United  Methodist  minister  work¬ 
ing  with  AIDS  Project  Los  Angeles. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Reinhart-Marean  said 
official  religious  communities  have  been 
slow  to  respond. 

“So  far  as  I  know,”  he  said,  “I  am  the 
only  full-time  staff  person  with  a  secular 
organization  dealing  with  spiritual  and 
religious  matters.” 

The  Los  Angeles-area  clergyman  is 
serving  on  special  appointment  by  UM 
Bishop  Jack  Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area). 

Religious  views  regarding  AIDS  vic¬ 
tims— mostly  “gay”  men,  intravenous 
drug  users  and  their  sexual  partners— are 
mixed,  said  panelists  representing  vari¬ 
ous  church-sponored  community-action 
programs.  National  polls  bear  that  out. 

A  recent  Gallup  poll  indicated  that 
more  than  a  third  of  those  surveyed  who 
identified  themselves  as  non-evangeli¬ 
cals  agreed  that  they  “sometimes  think 
AIDS  is  a  punishment.”  More  than  60 
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For  information  and  group  bookings  contact; 

Glorteta  Baptist  Conference  Center 
Box  8,  Glorieta,  New  Mexico  87535 
(505)  757-6161 


percent  of  evangelicals  surveyed  agreed 
with  that  statement. 

While  eight  of  10  Christians  polled  said 
AIDS  victims  should  be  treated  with  com¬ 
passion,  they  showed  a  sharp  split  on  other 
attitudes  about  those  with  the  disease. 

Speakers  representing  a  variety  of  re¬ 
ligious  traditions  said  the  split  is  rooted 
in  the  fact  that  homosexual  activity  and 
intravenous  drug  use  are  the  critical 
modes  of  AIDS  transmission. 

Many  religious  organizations,  like  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  view  those  be¬ 
haviors  as  contrary  to  Christian  teaching. 

“AIDS  constantly  challenges  our  real 
values  and  social  mores,”  said  Dace  Stone, 
a  counselor  who  works  with  victims. 

Victims  often  alienated 

Members  of  the  two  high  risk  groups— 
homosexuals  and  intravenous  drug  us¬ 
ers — have  been  alienated  from  the 
church,  said  conference  panelists. 

Rabbi  Richard  Sternberger  of  the 
Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congrega¬ 
tions  in  Washington  said,  “So  many  peo¬ 
ple  who  desperately  need  our  ministry, 
we’ve  driven  out.” 

Richard  Doerflinger,  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  layman  working  for  a  pro-life  group 
within  the  National  Council  of  Catholic 
Bishops,  said  the  church  "has  done  more 
than  anybody  else  to  stigmatize”  the 
high  risk  groups. 

“But  this  is  not  a  time  to  divide  society 
between  the  lepers  and  the  clean,”  he 
said.  “It  is  a  time  for  compassion.” 

Dr.  James  Curran,  director  of  the 
AIDS  program  at  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta,  framed  the  crisis  fac¬ 
tually  in  a  keynote  speech  for  the  two-day 
seminar  examining  “The  Challenge  of 
AIDS  to  Organized  Religion.” 

The  program  was  sponsored  by  the  As¬ 
sociated  Church  Press,  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  and  the  National  Lead¬ 
ership  Coalition  on  AIDS. 

Between  1981  and  the  end  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  had 
received  reports  of  42,354  AIDS  cases,  he 
said.  During  1986  an  estimated  13,000 
people  died  from  AIDS. 

Current  projections  indicate  the  annu¬ 
al  AIDS  death  rate  could  reach  50,000  by 
1991,  he  said. 


Dr.  Curran  said  the  church’s  opportu¬ 
nity  to  reach  out  to  future  AIDS  victims, 
including  some  already  infected  but  not 
diagnosed,  will  depend  on  how  it  re¬ 
sponds  to  current  victims. 

Calling  the  present  number  “the  tip  of 
the  iceberg,”  he  said  that  future  victims 
and  their  friends  will  “watch  how  you 
minister”  and  bridge  the  gulf  between 
the  church  and  AIDS  victims. 

The  federal  official  called  for  religious 
journalists  to  put  a  factual  perspective 
on  the  risk  of  contracting  AIDS. 

“AIDS  is  one  of  the  most  devastating 
of  all  physical  conditions,”  Dr.  Curran 
said.  It  is  especially  dramatic  because 
of  the  youth  of  its  victims.  Eighty  per¬ 
cent  of  those  with  the  disease  die  within 
two  years  of  infection,  he  said. 

Many  grass-roots  efforts  among 
church  people  to  minister  to  victims, 
friends,  and  their  families  have  devel¬ 
oped,  said  representatives  of  programs 
in  four  major  U.S.  cities. 

Those  efforts  have  run  far  ahead  of 
church  efforts,  said  Brother  Patrick 
Hanson,  who  works  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  archdiocese  in  Chicago. 

Family  is  real  issue 

The  Rev.  Ken  South,  a  former  United 
Methodist  clergy  candidate  and  “gay” 
United  Church  of  Christ  minister,  en- 
courged  educational  efforts  targeted  at 
local  pastors,  saying,  “The  real  issue  is 
with  the  family. 

“The  person  with  AIDS  probably  lives 
in  [a  large  city],  but  the  family  members 
are  at  First  Pentecostal  or  First  Baptist 
or  First  Methodist  [in  their  own  commu¬ 
nities],”  he  said. 

The  Mitchells  underscored  that  in 
their  presentation.  They  praised  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  own  Oxford  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  for  their  support. 

Mrs.  Mitchell,  president  of  the  Oxford 
UMC  women’s  group,  has  talked  about 
the  couple’s  work  with  AIDS  victims  at 
the  church  and  at  a  United  Methodist  re¬ 
gional  gathering  of  women  to  study  mis¬ 
sion  activities. 

“Our  church  has  been  so  wonderful,” 
Mrs.  Mitchell  said.  “They’ve  accepted  us. 
They  accepted  our  sons.  They’ve  accept¬ 
ed  what  we’re  doing.” 


More  terrorist  attacks  suspected 
against  UMs  in  Mozambique 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Anti-govern¬ 
ment  terrorists  in  Mozambique  made  an¬ 
other  raid  in  the  “Methodist  country”  of 
the  southern  African  nation  during  the 
week  of  Sept.  24,  according  to  reports  re¬ 
ceived  in  New  York. 

Doreen  Tilghman,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Africa  secretary,  said 
she  is  "sure  Methodists  were  involved”  in 
the  latest  raid  because  of  its  location. 

At  least  15  Mozambican  United  Meth¬ 
odists  were  reported  killed  and  52  others 
kidnapped  in  a  Sept.  2  raid  on  the  UM 
mission  station  at  Cambine.  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  25).  The  attack  was  blamed  on  the 
RENAMO  rebel  faction. 

Walker  Hailey  waives  right 
to  guardianship  of  wife 

DALLAS  (RNS)— Dr.  Walker  Railey,  the 
former  UM  minister  whose  wife  has  been 
in  a  coma  since  being  attacked  last  April, 
has  waived  his  right  of  guardianship. 

He  has  recommended  that  Mrs.  Rai- 


ley’s  mother  take  control  of  her  affairs, 
according  to  the  “Dallas  Morning  News.” 

Dr.  Railey,  former  pastor  of  the  5,700- 
member  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dallas,  surrendered  his  clergy  credentials, 
last  month  because  of  increasing  stress:' 
He  has  been  unemployed  since  being: 
dropped  from  the  church  payroll  Aug.  31.  C 

House  speaker  gives 
laity  address  in  hometown 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas — The  speaker  of  • 
the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  is  slated 
to  return  to  his  hometown  of  Fort  Worth 
Oct.  18  to  deliver  the  laity  address  at  Mea- 
dowbrook  United  Methodist  Church. 

U.S.  Rep.  Jim  Wright,  D-Texas,  a 
member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Fort  Worth,  is  to  speak  on' 
“The  Layperson’s  Responsibility  to 
Church,  Community  and  Country.” 

Mr.  Wright,  who  stands  third  in  line 
for  presidential  succession,  often  makes 
trips  to  Fort  Worth  to  fulfill  church  corm  ' 
mitments,  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Barry 
Bailey,  has  said. 


CLASSIFIED 


THE  ASBl'RY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
is  seeking  a  Minister  of  Christian  Education.  A 
C  Ed  degree  and  experience  are  necessary. 
EOE,  Send  resume  to  Rev.  Frank  Doresy.  5400 
West  75th  Street.  Prairie  Village.  KS  66208. ' 
Deadline  October  22. 1987  ! 


PRICE  IS  REASONABLE! 

AN  ESTABLISHED  FUND  RAISER 
LARGE  PROFITS 
LOYAL  CUSTOMERS 
********************* 

A  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 

Springfield  Wire.  Inc. 

P  O  BOX  638  •  SPRINGFIELD,  MA  01 102-0638 

» 1-413-781-6950*  * 


NATIVITIES 

For  Sale — 9  pc.  outdoor  nativities. 
Handpainted.  Free  Brochure. 
$750  +  Shipping 

Shearl  Products,  Rt.  #  1,  Box  46  A 
Melvin,  IL  60952,  (217)  388-2894 


THE 

INSTITUTE  ON  THE  MINISTRY  TO  THE  SICK 

(a  three-day  professional  growth  opportunity  for  clergy) 
sponsored  by 

THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  CHAPLAINS 
THE  JOHNS  HOPKINS  HOSPITAL 
April  18-20,  1988 
M.  Scott  Peck,  M.D. 

Visiting  Lecturer 

For  information  contact  Ms.  Leslie  Duer,  Blalock  170, 
The  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  600  N.  Wolfe  Street, 
Baltimore,  Maryland  21205. 
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Pastor  promotes  pasta  power 


Project  to  turn  bushels  of  su  rplus  wheat  into  food  for  hungry  people 


From  Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— The  Rev.  Clifford  Deeton  had  an 
idea:  Why  not  convert  surplus  wheat  into  pasta  and 
make  it  available  to  hungry  people? 

It  took  months  of  effort,  but  in  late  July  the  Presby¬ 
terian  pastor  from  Baker,  Minn.,  received  the  news 
that  his  proposal  had  been  accepted.  The  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  announced  that  it  would  release 
27,500  bushels  of  hard,  amber  durum  wheat  being 
stored  in  northeastern  North  Dakota  for  the  project. 

Since  then,  contract  details  between  Tri-Valley  Op¬ 
portunity  Council,  the  non-profit  community-action 
agency  co-sponsoring  the  project;  a  nearby  noodle  fac¬ 
tory;  the  states  of  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota;  and 
the  Agriculture  Department  have  been  worked  out. 

“It’s  official,”  said  Mr.  Deeton.  "We’re  just  waiting 
for  the  release  of  the  wheat”  by  the  Agriculture  De¬ 
partment-connected  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  to 
begin  the  processing. 

He  makes  it  sound  easy,  but  the  project  involved  the 
coordination  of  government  agencies,  private  busi¬ 
nesses,  individuals  and  volunteer  groups. 

The  wheat,  valued  at  $75,000  to  $80,000,  is  to  be  pro¬ 
cessed  into  a  million  pounds  of  pasta  products  by  a 
Cando,  N.D.,  firm,  Noodles  by  Leonardo,  at  a  special 


low  price. 

The  pasta  products,  including  spaghetti  and  macaro¬ 
ni,  are  then  to  be  distributed  to  food  shelves  in  Minne¬ 
sota,  North  Dakota  and  surrounding  states.  The 
noodles  may  be  obtained  by  needy  people  at  no  cost. 

Pasta  products  are  not  only  nutritious  but  have  a 
long  shelf  life,  said  Mr.  Deeton  in  making  his  proposal 
to  the  Tri-Valley  Opportunity  Council,  where  he  serves 
as  a  consultant. 

Mr.  Deeton,  who  has  served  the  Baker-Downer  West¬ 
minster  Presbyterian  Church  for  25  years,  started  to 
organize  the  pasta  project  in  October  1986  after  his  re¬ 
search  found  that  the  Commodity  Credit  Corp.  had 
some  11.5  million  bushels  of  durum  wheat  in  storage  in 
northeastern  North  Dakota  and  northwestern  Minneso¬ 
ta.  He  began  working  more  actively  on  the  project  this 
past  March  as  its  coordinator. 

The  opportunity  council,  based  in  Crookston,  Minn., 
started  the  Nutritional  Resources  Development  Proj¬ 
ect  to  demonstrate  a  new  concept.  It  would  solicit  do¬ 
nations  from  government,  private  business  and 
individual  owners  of  raw  and  bulk  nutritious  foods  to 
be  processed  and  packaged  at  underused  facilities  in 
the  rural  region. 

When  the  finished  products  are  ready  for  shipping, 


they  will  be  transported  by  trucking  companies  and 
vocational  schools  that  teach  trucking,  which  have  of¬ 
fered  free  transportation  to  seven  different  food 
banks,  council  officials  said.. 

Other  sponsors  of  the  pasta  project  are  the  Northwest 
Economic  Development  Corp.,  a  training  and  marketing 
center  for  local  cottage  industries  and  North  Country 
Food  Bank  Corp.  Both  are  spinoffs  of  Tri-Valley 

Mr.  Deeton,  57,  a  native  Canadian,  was  born  and 
reared  on  a  farm  in  a  Scottish  Presbyterian  communi¬ 
ty  in  southern  Ontario  and  attended  United  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Winnipeg. 

The  activist  Presbyterian  pastor  said  he  has  always 
been  concerned  with  the  problem  of  hunger.  He  said  it 
was  agonizing  to  see  farmers  in  his  small  rural  con¬ 
gregation— particularly  potato  farmers— having  to 
dump  their  surpluses  to  rot  in  the  spring  when  he  and 
they  knew  there  were  hungry  people  around. 

Local  farmers  are  also  excited  about  the  pasta  proj¬ 
ect,  said  Mr.  Deeton. 

"They  think  it's  a  very  creative  way  of  dispensing  of 
some  of  the  surplus  wheat  rather  than  have  the  USDA 
continue  to  pay  storage  for  it,”  he  said.  "It  saves  tre¬ 
mendous  amounts  of  wheat  from  deterioration  on  the 
ground." 


Corporate  group  has 
different  ‘bottom  line’ 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 
Staff  Writer 

When  United  Methodist  layman  James 
D.  Moye  experienced  a  radical  Christian 
conversion  10  years  ago,  he  thought  his 
business  was  headed  down  the  tubes. 

“I  figured  that  once  I  told  (my  employ¬ 
ees)  I  was  going  to  run  my  business  in  a 
Christlike  manner,  they’d  all  leave,”  re¬ 
called  the  president  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  a  successful  Atlanta  securities 
firm. 

Mr.  Moye,  a  member  of  Oak  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta, 
didn’t  hang  a  cross  in  the  lobby  or  imme¬ 
diately  start  company  devotionals.  But 
he  did  tell  his  employees  that  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  “bottom  line”  was  no  longer  to 
make  a  profit  but  rather  to  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  world. 

Some  employees  did  leave,  he  said,  but 
today,  armed  with  a  different  set  of  mo¬ 
tives  and  personnel  principles,  he  said 
his  company  is  stronger  and  more  finan¬ 
cially  secure  than  ever. 

He’s  active  in  the  Fellowship  of  Com¬ 
panies  for  Christ,  a  450-member  organi¬ 
zation  made  up  entirely  of  male  and 
female  chief  executive  officers  commit¬ 
ted  to  running  their  businesses  on  Chris¬ 
tian  principles. 


Don  Kline 

Staff  member  for  fellowship 


The  fellowship  has  36  local  chapters— 
some  that  meet  weekly,  others  that  meet 
monthly— to  share  strategies  for  apply¬ 
ing  Scriptural  principles  to  business 
management,  Mr.  Moye  said. 

The  secular  world  teaches  manage¬ 
ment  based  only  on  growth  and  profit,  he 
said. 

“But  the  truth  is,  the  way  we  manage 
our  finances  should  grow  out  of  the  kind 
of  person  we  are,”  he  added.  “A  Chris¬ 
tian  cannot  afford  to  separate  his  busi¬ 
ness  practices  from  his  spiritual  walk.” 

Mr.  Moye’s  “radical  obedience”  to 
melding  business  practices  with  Chris¬ 
tian  principles  is  the  basis  for  the  fellow¬ 
ship  that  he  and  several  other  Atlanta 
chief  executive  officers  helped  form 
more  than  a  decade  ago. 

All  committed  Christians,  they  began 
meeting  informally  to  discuss  the  Chris¬ 
tian  purpose  of  building  a  business  and 
running  it  using  biblical  practices,  he  said. 

They  also  struggled  with  other  man¬ 
agement  issues:  How  much  of  a  compa¬ 
ny’s  resources  should  be  set  aside  for 
Christian  causes?  What  biblical  guide¬ 
lines  apply  to  borrowing  and  lending 
money,  collecting  bad  debts  and  hiring 
and  firing  personnel? 

The  group  of  men  began  to  expand  and 
call  in  Christian  peers  who  helped  them 
struggle  with  the  issues,  Mr.  Moye  said. 

The  Rev.  Don  Kline,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  on  special  appointment  as  an  industri- 
al  chaplain  to  the  Fellowship  of 
Companies  for  Christ,  said  the  group  ac¬ 
cepts  membership  only  from  chief  exec¬ 
utive  officers. 

Executive  is  ‘priest’ 

“We  believe  a  CEO  is  the  ‘priest’  to  his 
people  and  that  ought  to  influence  the  way 
he  treats  his  employees,"  Dr.  Kline  said. 

“If  you’re  a  Christian  CEO,  you’re  also 
a  shepherd.  God  has  given  you  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  caring  for  those  who  work 
with  you.” 

If  a  company  is  going  to  begin  apply¬ 
ing  biblical  principles  to  its  practices,  he 
added,  it  must  “start  at  the  top.” 

Dr.  Kline,  an  area  coordinator  with 
Fellowship  of  Companies  for  Christ,  said 
Christian  chief  executives  often  experi¬ 
ence  a  spiritual  void  and  “a  lot  of  loneli¬ 
ness  and  isolation.” 

Fellowship  meetings  are  not  rigidly 
structured,  Dr.  Kline  said.  For  instance, 


Korea  measure  slated 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
Efforts  to  help  unite  North  and  South 
Korea  are  among  petitions  to  be  sent  to 
the  1988  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  by  the  Korean  Mission  Office  of  the 
denomination’s  mission  agency. 

The  quadrennial  legislative  gathering 
of  the  9.7-million-member  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  will  meet  from  April  26  to 
May  6, 1988,  in  St.  Louis. 

“Justice,  peace  and  reconciliation  are 


tragically  overdue"  between  the  two  Ko- 
reas,  which  have  been  divided  for  more 
than  40  years,  according  to  the  petition. 
The  measure  calls  for  unification  through 
peaceful  means  as  soon  as  possible. 

Recommendations  in  the  petition  are 
based  primarily  on  a  policy  statement 
entitled  “Peace  and  Unification  of  Ko¬ 
rea.”  It  was  adopted  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

The  statement  suggests  that  the  church: 


New  Catholic  office  deals 
with  non-Christian  bodies 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

Dr.  John  Borelli  carries  a  large  portfo¬ 
lio  at  the  National  Conference  of  Catho¬ 
lic  Bishops.  He’s  directing  a  new  office 
to  promote  contacts  with  leaders  of  all 
religious  traditions  other  than  Jewish 
and  Christian. 

The  religious  studies  specialist  said  that 
those  traditions  include  Moslems,  Bud¬ 
dhists,  Hindus  and  Native  Americans. 

And  although  each  of  these  groups  has 
ks  own  subdivisions,  none  has  an  organi¬ 
zation  in  the  United  States  comparable 
io  those  of  most  Protestant  or  Jewish 
bodies  with  whom  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  have  relations. 

“It’s  a  far  more  tricky  thing  who  can 
speak  for  the  traditions  like  Islam  and 
Buddhism,  which  are  nowhere  near  as 
organized  in  this  country”  as  mainline 
denominations,  said  Dr.  Borelli. 

He  cited,  for  example,  "that  Moslems 
pumber  at  least  3  million  in  this  coun¬ 
try.”  That,  he  pointed  out,  “makes  them 
larger  than  Episcopalians,  with  whom 
we  have  an  elaborate  set  of  relations.” 

Although  his  position  at  the  bishops’ 
conference  is  new,  the  scholar  brings  a 
wealth  of  background  and  experience  to  it. 


He  received  a  doctorate  from  the 
Fordham  University  history  of  religions 
program  in  1976,  the  same  year  he  be¬ 
came  director  of  the  religious  studies 
program  at  the  College  of  Mount  St.  Vin¬ 
cent  in  New  York  City. 

Dr.  Borelli  has  written  a  dozen  major 
publications  on  Yoga,  Vedanta,  compara¬ 
tive  religions,  and  psychology  and  religion. 

He  has  co-chaired  the  Islamic-Roman 
Catholic  Dialogue  of  New  York  since  its 
establishment  nearly  two  years  ago,  has 
served  as  a  Roman  Catholic  observer  on 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Christian-Moslem  Relations 
and  has  helped  organize  and  co-chair  the 
Faiths  in  the  World  Committee  of  the 
National  Association  of  Diocesan  Ecu¬ 
menical  Officers. 

His  new  office  is  part  of  the  U.S.  bish¬ 
ops’  Standing  Committee  for  Ecumenical 
and  Interreligious  Affairs.  It  has  been  es¬ 
tablished  to  follow  through  on  Pope  John 
Paul  H’s  initiative  in  calling  an  Inter- 
faith  Day  of  Prayer  for  Peace  last  year 
in  Assisi,  Italy. 

Although  some  observers  felt  that 
event  smacked  of  syncretism  (the  merg¬ 
ing  of  religions  without  regard  for  differ¬ 
ences),  Dr.  Borelli  belied  such  fears. 


James  D.  Moye  (left),  a  United  Methodist  layman  from  Atlanta,  and  Ter¬ 
ry  H.  Taylor  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  listen  during  a  board  of  directors  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Fellowship  of  Companies  for  Christ.  The  8-year-old  organization 
for  corporate  chief  executives  now  has  36  chapters  across  the  nation. 


at  one  meeting  the  discussion  may  re¬ 
volve  around  hiring  and  firing  practices, 
management  flow  problems  or  invest¬ 
ment  decisions. 

Other  times,  the  meeting  will  include 
testimonies  from  a  member  or  be  devot¬ 
ed  to  prayer  if  a  member’s  business  or 
family  life  is  suffering,  he  said. 

The  fellowship  also  has  two  national 
conferences  each  year  that  focus  on  such 
practical  business  topics  as  marketing 
and  personnel  as  well  as  personal  rela¬ 
tionships  and  evangelism. 

“We  think  the  Lord  is  going  to  use  cor¬ 
porate  structure  to  bring  renewal,”  Dr. 
Kline  said.  “People  are  getting  so 
greedy.  We  really  feel  like  God  is  calling 
us  back  to  run  our  businesses  with  integ¬ 
rity  to  make  a  difference.” 

The  organization  relies  strongly  on  the 
concept  of  seeking  counsel  from  peers, 
Dr.  Kline  said.  The  fellowship’s  litera¬ 
ture  points  to  Proverbs  11:14,  which  says, 
“In  the  abundance  of  counselors  there  is 
victory.” 

Members  often  counsel  each  other  be¬ 
fore  making  major  business  decisions,  he 
said. 

Executives  should  serve 

The  fellowship  advocates  that  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  officers  serve  their  employees  in 
addition  to  being  served,  Mr.  Moye  said. 
For  instance,  the  chief  executive  has  an 
obligation  to  make  sure  every  employee 


is  doing  what  he  or  she  does  best. 

Company  heads  are  admonished  to 
take  a  personal  interest  in  employees— 
from  their  spiritual  growth  to  their  ma¬ 
terial  and  emotional  needs,  he  said. 

Dr.  Kline  said  the  ministry  is  geared 
more  toward  making  disciples  than  evan¬ 
gelizing.  Chief  executives  must  be  active 
laypeople  in  their  local  church  before 
they  can  join  the  fellowship,  he  noted. 

“We  will  not  become  a  local  church 
for  a  CEO,”  Dr.  Kline  emphasized. 

Dr.  Kline  likened  the  Fellowship  of 
Companies  for  Christ  with  John  Wesley’s 
ministry  during  the  industrial  revolution 
in  England. 

“(John  Wesley)  developed  small  group 
ministries  and  was  involved  in  every¬ 
thing  from  prescribing  medicine  to  job 
training,”  he  noted. 

“We  have  that  same  kind  of  strong 
commitment  to  ministering.  You  don’t 
necessarily  witness  by  putting  a  cross  on 
your  stationary  but  rather  by  the  way 
you  do  the  business.” 

He  points  to  one  of  the  fellowship’s 
strongest  principles:  “The  process  of 
running  a  business  biblically  can  be  the 
most  important  product  you  turn  out  . . . 
To  those  watching  you,  the  process  is  the 
product." 

More  information  about  the  Fellowship 
of  Companies  for  Christ  can  be  obtained 
from  2920  Brandywine  Rd.,  Colgate 
Building  Suite  150,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30341  or 
by  calling  (404)  457-9700. 


for  legislative  session 


•Participate  in  the  NCC’s  efforts  to 
reunite  separated  Korean  families,  be¬ 
ginning  with  Korean  residents  in  the 
United  States  and  their  family  members 
in  North  Korea; 

•Urge  the  United  States  to  extricate 
itself  from  a  commanding  role  with 
South  Korean  military  and  United  Na¬ 
tions  forces  operating  at  the  demilita¬ 
rized  zone  and  undertake  a  U.N. 
peacemaking  role; 

•  Enhance  diplomatic  and  humanitar¬ 
ian  contact  between  the  United  States 
and  North  Korea; 

•Support  efforts  to  reduce  military 
tension  on  the  Korean  peninsula  by 
pressing  for  a  negotiated  withdrawal  of 
all  U.S.  and  Soviet-made  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons,  suspending  or  substantially  reducing 
the  scale  of  military  exercises  in  Korea, 
calling  for  a  mutually  negotiated  and 
verifiable  reduction  of  military  forces 
and  weaponry,  and  phasing  out  U.S. 
forces  from  South  Korea; 


•  Call  on  the  U.S.  government  and  oth¬ 
er  groups  to  support  struggles  of  Korean 
people  for  human  rights  and  democracy. 

The  Korean  office  petition  further  en¬ 
couraged  all  United  Methodists  to  develop 
a  deeper  understanding  of  the  Korean  situ¬ 
ation  through  opportunities  such  as  the 
1988  Olympics,  which  will  be  in  Seoul. 

The  Korean  office  recommended  that 
the  church  refer  the  NCC  statement  to 
annual  conferences  and  local  churches 
for  study  and  action. 

The  Korean  office  petition  calls  for  all 
United  Methodists  to  engage  in  prayer  of 
penitence  with  Korean  people  and  with 
Christians  in  North  and  South  Korea  and 
to  support  efforts  of  the  Korean  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Korea  to  seek  peace  and 
reconciliation  on  the  peninsula. 

The  Korean  office  is  a  part  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 


UM  network  to  open  in  February 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— The  new  Cokesbury 
Satellite  Television  Network  is  set  to  be¬ 
gin  bringing  training  programs  to  United 
Methodist  agencies  and  institutions 
around  the  country  in  February. 

The  new  satellite  network,  an  arm  of 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
is  to  begin  operations  with  a  special  Feb. 
23  and  continue  with  a  weekly  Bible 
study  show  led  by  the  Rev.  Maxie  Dun- 
nam,  pastor  of  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  That  is  tenta¬ 
tively  scheduled  to  begin  Feb.  28. 

A  major  focus  of  the  network  will  be 
training  with  and  introduction  of  Chris¬ 
tian  educational  resources  through  local 
and  regional  video  conferences,  said  Pat 
Correll,  network  manager. 

First-run  introduction  and  training 


workshops  on  the  network  are  planned 
for  April  1988,  she  added.  The  service  is 
to  be  available  to  the  73  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  the  UM  13  seminaries  and  denomi¬ 
national  program  agencies . 

The  publishing  house  is  offering  a  free 
6-foot  portable  or  10.5-foot  permanent 
satellite  “dish”  (downlink  receiver)  to 
each  conference,  school  and  agency,  Ms. 
Correll  said. 

Robert  K.  Feaster,  publishing  house 
president  and  publisher,  said  the  network 
would  save  conferences  and  institutions 
the  cost  of  travel  and  housing  by  bring¬ 
ing  workshops  and  top  leaders  to  their 
local  areas. 

Ms.  Correll  said  she  and  Mr.  Feaster 
continue  discussions  with  United  Meth¬ 
odist  general  agencies  about  possible 
programs  and  events  for  the  network. 
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Eye  clinic  to  open 

COROZAL  TOWN,  Belize— Belizean  and  American  workers  show  off  the 
Methodist  Eye  Clinic,  which  is  to  be  dedicated  Oct.  19.  The  $42,000  facility 
in  Central  America  is  a  joint  project  of  the  Belize  Methodist  Church,  the 
Belize  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Texas  Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston.  Medical 
mission  teams  from  the  United  States  are  to  staff  the  1,800-square-foot  clin¬ 
ic  on  a  quarterly  basis  through  1989.  The  ultimate  goal  is  to  have  the  facility 
full  run  by  Belizeans.  Residents  of  the  country  have  a  high  incidence  of  eye 
diseases  because  of  the  long-term  exposure  to  bright  sunlight. 


Lay  minister  offers 
tips  on  relationships 
but  no  ‘quick  fixes’ 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

If  you  want  insight  and  information 
about  coping  with  divorce,  depression, 
singleness  or  relationships  between  adult 
children  and  their  parents,  Harold  Ivan 
Smith  has  a  book  for  you. 

But  if  you  want  a  quick  fix,  you'll 
probably  be  disappointed. 

In  the  latest  of  his  more  than  20  vol¬ 
umes,  “You  and  Your  Parents:  Strategies 
for  Building  an  Adult  Relationship,”  the 
40-year-old  founder  of  TearCatchers  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  stresses  that  “healing 
takes  time." 

He  writes:  “There  are  no  psychologi¬ 
cal  microwave  ovens  to  speed  up  the 
process  ....  This  book  is  for  those  who 
are  willing  to  hang  in  there  until  the  cav¬ 
ity  is  gone,  for  those  who  will  not  accept 
half-baked  solutions  to  complex  prob¬ 
lems.” 

Stick-to-itiveness  stressed 

Dr.  Smith’s  emphasis  on  stick-to-itive- 
ness  is  not  the  only  unusual  thing  about 
his  approach  to  lay  ministry. 

Although  TearCatchers  sponsors  about 
42  conferences  a  year  and  produces  a 
host  of  print  and  audiovisual  resources, 
it  does  not  appeal  for  donations.  In  fact, 
it  discourages  them. 

As  a  for-profit  organization,  it  prefers 
to  maintain  its  budget  (the  size  of  which 
Dr.  Smith  will  not  disclose)  by  direct 
sales  of  its  products  and  services. 

In  a  telephone  interview  from  Mary¬ 
land,  where  he  was  speaking  at  a  Baptist 
gathering,  Dr.  Smith  said  that  if  anyone 
were  to  send  a  donation  to  TearCatchers, 
“the  check  would  be  returned,  with  a  let¬ 
ter  of  thanks.” 

He  said  the  letter  would  also  offer 
some  suggestions  of  “where  the  money  is 
desperately  needed,”  such  as  the  Rev. 
Bruce  Ritter’s  Covenant  House  program 
for  teen-age  runaways  in  New  York  City. 

Dr.  Smith  developed  his  own  form  of 
lay  ministry  when  he  was  director  of  ad¬ 
missions  at  Brevard  (N.C.)  College  in  the 
late  1970s. 

He  wrote  an  article  on  singleness  for  a 
Christian  magazine  and  got  so  many  in¬ 
vitations  to  speak  on  the  subject  that  he 
left  the  college  post  to  become  director 
of  single  adult  ministries  for  the  Church 
of  the  Nazarene. 

That  position  gave  Dr.  Smith  more  of 
an  opportunity  to  minister  in  a  Christian 
context.  But  he  said  it  limited  him  in  an¬ 
other  way,  since  the  denomination  “lim¬ 


ited  what  churches  I  could  go  to  and 
which  churches  I  could  work  with.” 

He  said  he  left  on  amicable  terms  in 
1981  to  form  TearCatchers  and  has  since 
joined  a  Presbyterian  congregation  in 
Kansas  City. 

3-pronged  approach  used 

With  what  Mr.  Smith  described  as  a 
small  staff,  TearCatchers  has  a  three- 
pronged  ministry.  It  deals  with  “emerg¬ 
ing  issues  of  social  concern”  such  as 
acquired  immune  deficiency  syndrome, 
problems  of  single  adults,  and  “sympa¬ 
thetic  suffering."  That  last  one  involves 
teaching  people  who  have  experienced 
certain  kinds  of  problems  to  minister  to 
others  in  similar  situations. 

Through  all  its  programs,  Tear¬ 
Catchers  tries  to  communicate  one  of 
Dr.  Smith’s  key  ideas  of  coping  with 
problems:  “It’s  not  so  much  what  hap¬ 
pens  to  you,  but  it’s  what  you  choose  to 
do”  that  makes  the  difference. 

Dr.  Smith  brings  both  an  academic 
and  a  personal  background  to  his  books. 
He  initially  experienced  depression  over 
his  1975  divorce,  which  helped  him  to 
write  his  books  on  divorce,  depression 
and  singleness. 

In  his  latest  book,  he  candidly  de¬ 
scribes  his  disagreements  with  his  father 
over  such  things  as  lifestyle  and  finance. 

“I  think  it’s  safe  to  say  that  my  par¬ 
ents  are  not  overly  pleased  with  this  par¬ 
ticular  book,”  Dr.  Smith  said. 

Author  opens  life 

But  he  explained  that  he  took  the  same 
approach  as  with  his  previous  works- 
being  willing  to  be  vulnerable  and  “open 
the  doors  to  my  life”  to  assure  his  read¬ 
ers  that  he  could  personally  empathize 
with  their  struggles,  having  gone  through 
many  of  them  himself. 

A  biographical  sketch  of  Dr.  Smith 
shows  that  he  has  earned  degrees  from 
United  Methodist-related  Scarritt  Col¬ 
lege,  Vanderbilt  University  and  Rice 
Seminary,  where  he  obtained  a  doctor  of 
ministry  degree  in  pastoral  care.  He  is 
also  a  graduate  of  the  Kentucky  School 
of  Mortuary  Science. 

“That  came  during  my  rebellious 
years,  when  I  didn’t  want  to  do  what  the 
Lord  wanted  me  to  do,”  Dr.  Smith  said. 

He  explained  that  although  he  had  felt 
a  call  to  a  more  ministry-oriented  ca¬ 
reer,  he  chose  at  first  to  enter  the  busi¬ 
ness  world  as  a  funeral  director. 


History  of  Hymns 

Repeated  phrase  provides 
reminder  that  6 God  is  love 9 


God  is  love;  his  mercy  brightens 

All  the  path  in  which  we  rove; 

Bliss  he  wakes  and  woe  he 
lightens: 

God  is  wisdom;  God  is  love. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  major  emphasis  of  "God  is  Love; 
His  Mercy  Brightens”  by  John  Bowring 
is  the  fourth  line  of  the  first  stanza,  a 
line  that  concludes  each  stanza  of  the 
hymn. 

The  repetition  is  a  reminder  that  God 
who  provides  light  for  daily  living,  who 
brings  happiness  and  who  helps  to  bear 
our  burdens  is  the  source  of  wisdom  and 

lc”e. 

v  ip  who  ?vp-  the  first  half  of 
the  19th  century,  nad  a  remarkable  in¬ 
terest  in  languages.  He  claimed  to  under¬ 
stand  200  languages  and  to  speak  quite 
fluently  in  100. 

For  more  than  40  years  Bowring  pub¬ 
lished  English  translations  of  poetry 
from  the  Russian,  Bohemian,  Polish,  Ser¬ 
bian,  Batavian,  Magyar,  Hungarian  and 
Czech  languages. 

He  became  an  ardent  advocate  of  so¬ 
cial  reform  in  the  1820s  and  1830s.  He 
vigorously  supported  popular  education, 
urged  prison  reform,  championed  free 
trade,  advocated  parliamentary  reform, 


spoke  out  against  slavery  and  other  such 
controversial  concerns. 

These  interests  brought  him  into  ac¬ 
tive  participation  in  English  politics.  Be¬ 
ginning  in  1835,  he  was  elected  to  serve 
in  Parliament.  He  was  appointed  consul 
at  Canton  in  1849,  minister  to  China  in 
1854  and  later  governor  of  Hong  Kong.  In 
1854,  he  was  knighted  by  Queen  Victoria. 

Bowring  wrote  quite  a  number  of 
hymns.  However,  today  most  hymnals 
include  “God  is  Love;  His  Mercy  bright¬ 
ens”  and  "In  the  Cross  of  Christ  I  Glory” 
for  congregations  to  sing. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“ The  Unclouded  Day” 


Poem  of  the  week 

“Don’t  Slow  Me  Down” 

Don’t  slow  me  down  Lord- 
Quicken  my  thoughts  from  need  to 
heed; 

Quicken  my  steps  from  head  to  deed; 
Quicken  my  actions  when  I  see 
Some  one  needing  a  good  Samaritan— 
ME. 

—VINCENT  F.  CALLAWAY 
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Milled  Out 


How  Times  Have  Changed  at  Methodist  Children’s  Home 


Hoivltls  — 


CHATTING  IN  THE  GYM  —  Free  time  finds  kids  visiting  and  goofing  off  and  do¬ 
ing  what  today’s  children  do.  That  includes  organized  and  supervised  recreation. 
School  work  and  household  chores  still  come  first. 


FUN  IN  THE  POOL  —  Free  time  and  gym  classes  find  our  children  swimming, 
weight  lifting,  doing  aerobics  and  involved  in  many  organized  sports,  games  and  ac¬ 
tivities. 


A  Dream  or  Reality 


By  Tom  Holman, 

Reception  Center  Director 
and 

John  H.  Allen, 

Associate  Executive  Director 
Five  years  ago  in  1982,  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren's  Home  had  114  referrals  for  chil¬ 
dren  who  needed  care  (emergency  or 
evaluation  services).  In  1986,  just  four 
years  later,  referrals  had  risen  to  433 
youth  needing  our  services.  In  the  first 
five  months  of  1987.  over  200  referrals 
for  care  have  been  received.  Many  of 
these  youth  needing  services  must  be 
turned  away  as  there  is  no  bed  space 
available.  During  1986.  over  75  percent 
of  the  referrals  for  children  had  to  be 
turned  away.  It  is  a  heartbreaking  feel¬ 
ing  to  tell  a  parent,  minister,  psychia¬ 
trist.  or  state  worker  that  we  can’t  help 
them  because  we  have  no  room. 

The  above  statistics  address  the  rising 
number  of  children,  youth  and  families 
who  are  experiencing  stress,  brokenness 
and  other  special  circumstances.  These 
statistics  reflect  real  suffering  that  pres¬ 
ently  we  cannot  address  without  expand¬ 
ing  our  Reception  Center  facilities. 

We  are  family:  we  are  related  A  popu¬ 
lar  ballad  sings:  He  ain’t  heavy,  he's  my 
brother."  We  are  commissioned  to  ex¬ 
tend  heart  and  hand  to  our  brothers  and 


sisters.  In  order  to  meet  the  needs  of 
more  of  our  family,  we  must  have  a  larg¬ 
er  facility  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  chil- 
dren,  youth  and  families.  Funds, 
services,  time  —  all  are  needed.  Eco¬ 
nomic  inflation  and  depression  affect  ev¬ 
eryone,  but  none  more  harshly  than 
those  who  suffer  emotional  and  physical 
pain.  The  load  becomes  lighter  when 
more  lift.  Please  help  us  help  our  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters. 

During  a  recent  Board  of  Directors’ 
meeting  this  need  was  addressed,  but  due 
to  the  cut  back  of  funds  through  private 
contributions,  the  Good  Samaritan  offer¬ 
ing.  and  funding  for  children  placed  by 
the  state,  the  Board  feels  that  we  cannot 
commit  to  begin  a  building  project  at 
this  time.  Financial  hard  times  have 
come  upon  all  of  us.  including  your  Chil¬ 
dren's  Home. 

Our  Reception  Center  now  houses  12 
youths:  with  a  new  facility,  we  could 
serve  24  youths.  Estimated  cost  for  a 
new  facility  would  be  $850,000.  Whether 
you  support  financially  or  not,  we  ask 
that  you  support  our  work  through  your 
prayers. 

If  you  would  like  to  help  make  this 
dream  a  reality,  contact  Terrel  J.  De- 
Ville  or  Augie  Aamodt. 


Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
P.O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  LA.  71273-0929 
Phone  (318)  255-5020 


WAITING  THEIR  TURN  —  There  was  a  time  when  recreation  was  very  limited.  After  school  there  were 
regular  chores  to  keep  the  farm  operating,  clothes  mended  and  buildings  cleaned.  There  wasn’t  much  rec¬ 
reation.  Note:  Some  children  don’t  have  shoes  and  socks. 


HELP  WANTED 

— 

Needed 

1. 

Pick-up  truck 

8. 

Microwave  ovens  and 

21. 

New  furniture 

2. 

Heavy  duty  table  saw 

cookware 

22. 

All  types  of  kitchen  appliances 

3. 

Giant  doll  house 

9. 

Big  stuffed  pillows 

23. 

Quilted  blankets 

4. 

Playground  balls 

in. 

Bookcases 

24. 

New  pillows 

a.  soccer  balls 

11. 

VCR’s 

25. 

Mops,  brooms,  pails 

b.  basketballs 

12. 

Punching  bag  (body  type) 

26. 

Flower  seeds 

c.  footballs 

13. 

Bicycles  (Boys  and  girls  — 

27. 

Trees,  shrubbery 

d.  volleyballs  and  nets 

all  sizes) 

28 

Water  hoses 

e.  softballs  and  equipment 

14. 

Hot  pads 

29. 

New  office  furniture 

f.  baseballs  and  equipment 

15. 

Porch  swings  and  lawn 

30. 

Folding  tables 

5. 

Archery  equipment 

chairs 

31. 

Vans 

6. 

Badminton  racquets  and 

16. 

Towels  and  washcloths 

32. 

Automobiles 

croquet  equipment 

17. 

Dishtowels 

33. 

Ceiling  fans 

7. 

Playground  equipment 

18. 

Building  blocks 

34. 

New  pianos 

a.  swing-set 

19. 

Barbecue  pits 

35., 

Personal  computers 

b.  jungle-gym 

20. 

Propane  fish  fryers 

PROJECTS  FOR  VOLUNTEERS 


1-  Campus  buildings 

2.  Reception  Center 

3.  James  house 

4.  Shelley  house 

5.  Campus  grounds 


6.  General 


—  a.  remove  old  rain  gutters  that  are  no  longer  used, 
b.  clean  various  rain  gutters  on  buildings. 

—  a.  paint  interior  woodwork. 

b.  help  landscape  front  and  rear  of  building. 

—  a.  remove  old  brick  parking  area  and  replace  with  concrete. 

b.  remove  old  base  shoe  inside  and  replace  with  bigger  base  shoe  stop. 

c.  remove  tree  next  to  carport. 

d.  build  outside  storage  building. 

—  a.  paint  hallways  and  other  rooms  as  needed, 
b.  landscape  around  front  and  side  of  building. 

—  a.  trim  shrubs  around  chapel,  recreation  building,  and  other  buildings  as 
needed. 

b.  landscape  area  between  the  Family  Development  driveway  and  high¬ 
way. 

c.  clean  out  flower  beds  at  office,  Family  Development  Center,  school, 
and  other  campus  buildings,  and  put  down  new  mulch, etc. 

d.  put  up  basketball  goals  at  houses  where  needed. 

e.  help  with  swimming  pool  repairs  and  cleaning. 

—  a.  repair  bungalow 


CHILDREN’S  HOME  REUNITES  FAMILIES  -  Editorial 


At  the  turn  of  the  century,  it  was 
known  as  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South,  founded  in  1902  in  Bunkie, 
Louisiana.  Shortly  thereafter,  a  group  of 
concerned  citizens  from  Ruston  and 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  raised 
$3000  to  purchase  40  acres  of  land,  and  in 
1907,  construction  began  in  Ruston  for 
the  orphanage  that  is  now  known  as  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  1950s.  the  legal  name  was 
still  Louisiana  Methodist  Orphanage,  but 
it  was  administered  under  the  name  of 
the  Methodist  Children's  Home. 


The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  since  its  beginning  in  Bunkie,  has 
seen  more  than  2,800  kids  journey 
through  its  doors  as  orphans.  But  today, 
more  of  these  are  children  being  abused, 
neglected  or  abandoned  and  not  the  or¬ 
phans  the  home  was  founded  for. 

As  Mr.  Terrel  J.  DeVille,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren's  Home  for  the  previous  19  years, 
describes  it.  they  deal  with  any  problem 
that  concerns  the  health  and  well-being 
of  children,  youth  and  families. 


Released  July  1,  was  a  30-minute  doc¬ 
umentary  appropriately  titled,  “Putting 
the  Pieces  in  Place.”  The  program  deals 
with  child  abuse,  family  problems  and 
needs.  Many  of  those  abuses  were  not 
talked  about  20  years  ago,  and  if  someone 
did  mention  them,  it  was  in  a  whisper. 
The  program  will  be  televised  on  more 
than  300  cable  companies  with  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  more  than  15  million  homes.  The 
26-week  series  is  being  broadcast  in  the 
Shreveport.  Baton  Rouge  and  New  Or¬ 
leans  areas  on  cable.  It  is  seen  in  all  50 
states  and  two  foreign  countries  on  Sun¬ 


days  by  satellite  from  AVN. 

We  commend  Terrel  J.  DeVille  and 
August  Aamodt  for  their  efforts  to  let 
you  know  more  about  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren's  Home  and  some  of  the  challenges 
they  encounter  in  their  efforts  to  restore 
a  family  environment.  The  national  av¬ 
erage  for  reuniting  children  with  their 
parents  stands  now  at  approximately  34 
percent.  The  Louisiana  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren's  Home  now  averages  68  percent. 

Mr.  Ed  Faile 

Editor, 

Ruston  Daily  Leader 


Here  is  the  complete  list  of  our  needs.  The  following  list  is  a 
result  of  many  months  of  work  by  our  staff.  We  tried  to  deter¬ 
mine  all  our  current  needs.  We  need  things  and  we  need  mon¬ 
ey.  Hopefully,  there  is  something  here  for  everyone  to  give 
regardless  of  the  donor’s  personal  circumstances  or  interests.; 
If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  Terrel  DeVille  or  Augie 
Aamodt. 


Methodist 
Children’s  Home 


Monthly  Sponsorships 

$5.00  would  . . . 

. . .  feed  a  child  for  a  day, 

. . .  help  buy  personal  supplies  for  one  child, 

. . .  buy  school  supplies  for  one  child. 

$10.00  would  . . . 

. . .  feed  two  children  for  a  day, 

. . .  help  buy  a  birthday  gift  for  one  child  each  month, 

. . .  pay  for  one  child’s  monthly  hair  cut, 

. . .  take  care  of  school  supplies  for  one  child  for  a  year. 
$15.00  would  . . . 

. . .  feed  three  children  for  a  day, 

. . .  provide  eye  glasses  and  exam  for  one  youth, 

. . .  help  make  tutoring  available  for  a  child. 

$20.00  would  . . . 

. . .  feed  four  children  for  a  day, 

. . .  help  with  music  or  dance  lessons  for  a  child, 

. . .  help  provide  dental  expenses  for  youth, 

. . .  give  one  child  an  allowance  for  a  month, 

. . .  furnish  a  house  with  dishes,  flatware  and  supplies  for 
a  year. 

$25.00  would  . . . 

. . .  feed  five  children  for  a  day, 

. . .  help  provide  a  full  year’s  clothing  allowance  for  a 
child. 

. . .  help  give  a  house  group  a  night  out  for  a  movie, 

. . .  furnish  linens  for  one  house  for  a  year. 

$50.00  would  .  .  . 

. . .  feed  a  house  of  eight  for  two  days, 

. . .  help  pay  for  a  child’s  transportation  home  to  visit 
family. 

. .  help  pay  for  twelve  children’s  Christmases, 

. . .  help  to  pay  for  medical  expenses. 

$100.00  would  . . . 

. . .  help  to  pay  maintenance  and  upkeep  cost  in  a  home 
for  a  year, 

. . .  pay  for  club  dues,  athletic  fees,  and  extra  school 
activities  for  three  children  for  a  year, 

. . .  help  to  pay  for  religious  education  materials  and 
activities  for  religious  education. 

$200.00  would  . . . 

. . .  pay  for  large  household  items  such  as  carpet,  drapes, 
and  major  appliances, 

. . .  help  to  pay  for  training  equipment  for  children  and 
staff, 

. . .  help  to  keep  a  child  in  college  or  foster  care  for  a 
year. 

. . .  help  pay  for  two  houses  to  have  a  special  activity, 

. . .  help  to  purchase  a  new  van  for  the  children’s 
transportation. 


Annual  Sponsorships 

$250.00  would  .  .  . 

. . .  pay  for  music  or  dance  lessons  for  a  child, 

. . .  pay  for  the  total  cost  of  insuring  one  house  for 
children 

$300.00  would  . . . 

. . .  clothe  a  child  for  a  year. 

. . .  furnish  linens  for  a  children’s  house. 

$400.00  would  . . . 

. . .  feed  all  the  children  for  a  day. 

$500.00  would  . . . 

...  pay  for  heating,  cooling  and  electricity  of  a  house  full 
of  children, 

. . .  provide  Christmas  gifts  for  10  children, 

. . .  provide  birthday  gifts  for  20  children. 


One  Time  Sponsorships 

$5,000.00  would  . . . 

. . .  provide  a  scoreboard  clock  for  the  gymnasium, 
$10,000.00  would  .. . 

. . .  provide  an  electronic  communication  system  for 
times  for  crisis  and  emergency, 

$15,000.00  would  ... 

.  .  .  provide  an  athletic  field. 

$35,000.00  would  .  .  . 

.  .  .  pay  for  resurfacing  the  campus  drive. 

$40,000.00  would  .  .  . 

.  .  .  provide  a  pool  cover  for  year  round  use. 

$50,000.00  would ... 

.  .  .  provide  a  pavilion  for  outdoor  activities, 

$850,000.00  would  . . . 

. . .  provide  a  new  Reception  Center,  making  it  possible 
for  24  more  children  to  be  house  in  Emergency  Care. 


VOLUNTEER  TEACHERS  NEEDED 


Volunteer  teachers  are  needed  in  the  following  areas: 

1.  Woodworking  experience. 

2.  Ceramics  and  art  work. 

3.  Computers  and  programming. 

4. Sewing. 

5.  Cooking. 

6.  Teaching  music,  music  therapy,  singing  —  both  individual 
and  group,  teaching/playing  the  guitar,  and  piano. 

7.  Teaching  camping  and  camping  skills. 

8.  Teaching  map  reading  and  orientation. 

9.  Teaching  canoeing,  boating  and  safety  skills. 

10. Teaching  swimming  and  safety  skills. 
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On  Ohe  Way  . . . 


What  is  involved  in  being  a  genuine  person?  What  elements  go  into  the 
making  of  a  rich,  full  personality?  What  makes  a  man  a  man,  and  what  pre¬ 
vents  a  woman  from  becoming  a  woman? 

The  teachings  of  Jesus  constantly  deal  with  this  subject.  What  a  gallery  of 
half-made  persons,  incomplete,  spoiled  human  beings  parade  through  is  par¬ 
ables.  Self-corruption,  self-stultifiers,  people  who  miss  the  party,  people 
who  won’t  go  in  to  the  wedding  feast  because  they  are  too  proud  to  put  on 
the  wedding  garment.  It  is  amazing  how  often  this  theme  appears  in  the 
Gospels.  Let  this  sentence  from  the  parables  of  the  elder  brother  serve  as  an 
example:  “He  was  angry  and  would  not  go  in.” 

Some  people  are  shut  out  of  their  full  humanity,  but  many  of  us  shut  our¬ 
selves  out,  through  anger  and  resentment,  through  false  pride,  through  fear, 
through  skepticism  and  suspicion. 

Have  you  heard  people  say,  “I’m  not  going  to  be  taken  in”  . . .  and  they’re 
not!  They’re  out! 

However,  the  most  frequent  stories  Jesus  tells  about  people’s  failure  to 
become  genuine  persons  are  the  many  references  he  makes  to  their  lack  of 
communication. 

Look  at  all  the  people  who  had  one  thing  in  common  —  they  talked  to 
themselves.  “Soul,  you  may  have  much  things  stored  up  for  many  years.” 
The  poor  fool  who  prayed  within  himself,  “God,  I  thank  you  that  I  am  not  as 
others."  The  young  prodigal  who  said  to  himself,  "Make  me  as  one  of  your 
hired  servants.”  What  an  ambition,  and  what  an  insult  to  his  father! 

One  thing  is  clear:  real  life  is  sharing.  We  develop  and  grow  into  person- 
hood  only  in  sharing  with  others. 

This  remark  was  made  about  the  Irish  writer  George  Russell:  “He  was 
magnanimous,  he  was  unenvious,  he  was  courageous,  he  had  no  prejudices.” 
To  what  degree  are  those  qualities  present  in  us,  and  how  far  has  that  pres¬ 
ence  led  us  into  real  personal  life? 


UMCOR  Makes  Urgent  Request 
on  Behalf  of  Mozambique  Victims 


UMCOR  is  issuing  an  urgent  request  to 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  the  Emergency  in  Mozam¬ 
bique.  Food,  children’s  clothing,  medi¬ 
cine  and  medical  equipment  are 
desperately  needed.  In  late  July,  UM¬ 
COR  sent  $50,000  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mozambique  to  respond  to  the 
victims  in  Hoimoine. 

Then,  again,  in  mid  August,  word  was 
received  for  desperately  needed  chil¬ 
dren’s  clothing  and  domestic  cooking 
utensils.  UMCOR  responded  with  a  ship¬ 
ment  of  children’s  clothing  and  funds  for 
purchase  of  domestic  utensils. 

And  now,  the  atrocities  have  reached 
deeply  into  the  lives  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  family.  Fifteen  United  Methodists 
were  killed  at  Cambine,  (close  to  Inhan- 
bane),  and  a  pastor  and  wife  of  a  District 
Superintendent  with  52  others  were  tak¬ 
en  hostage.  Medical  supples  were  stolen; 
homes,  church  property,  and  community 
buildings  were  looted  and  burned.  Refu¬ 
gees  are  displaced  and  there  is  massive 
disruption  to  all  life  in  that  area. 

The  situation  is  desperate.  This  Mo¬ 
zambique  Emergency  Advance  will  also 
help  provide  life  saving  assistance  coun¬ 
try-wide  through  the  Mozambique  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches. 

The  major  problem  is  not  drought,  not 
floods,  but  war.  Local  populations  have 


worked  hard  to  plant  food  crops  but  have 
then  been  unable  to  harvest  their  crops 
because  of  the  activities  of  the  “Armed 
Bandits.”  The  bandits  burn  fields  and 
houses  and  take  away  material  posses¬ 
sions.  The  situation  is  most  critical  in  the 
fertile  province  of  Zambezia,  the  "bread¬ 
basket"  of  Mozambique,  where  bandits 
have  destroyed  the  infrastructure  and  se¬ 
verely  disrupted  food  production.  People 
have  been  forced  to  flee  in  search  of 
safety  and  are  being  cared  for  in  refugee 
camps. 

At  least  1.2  million  persons  within  Mo¬ 
zambique  have  been  displaced  from 
their  homes.  Another  400  thousand  have 
crossed  the  borders  of  Mozambique  to 
Southern  Malawi,  Zimbabwe  and  South 
Africa.  These  numbers  will  increase  and 
the  problem  of  refugees  and  displaced 
persons  will  be  a  long  term  problem  for 
the  churches  of  Southern  Africa.  Funds 
are  needed  not  only  to  provide  critically 
needed  food,  clothing,  water  and  shelter 
to  displaced  persons,  but  to  assist  in  re¬ 
building  the  agricultural  infrastructure 
of  Mozambican  village  life.  Funds  are 
urgently  needed  for  the  Mozambique 
Emergency,  Advance  Special  Number 
156500.  Please  send  all  funds  to  the  Con¬ 
ference  Treasurer,  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802. 


Dr.  Kelsey  to  hold  Caring  Seminar 


Internationally-known  lecturer  and 
writer  Morton  Kelsey  will  be  at  Mount 
Sequoyah  in  Fayetteville.  Arkansas,  No¬ 
vember  9-11  to  give  a  seminar  called 
"Caring." 

Don  Neblett,  a  psychiatrist  from  Ash- 
ville,  N.C.,  and  a  strong  leadership  team 
will  join  Dr.  Kelsey  in  teaching  people 
how  to  love  and  care  for  each  other  and 
for  themselves. 

Dr.  Kelsey  is  an  Episcopal  priest  and 
marriage  and  family  counselor.  He  is  a 
professor  emeritus  of  theology  at  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame.  He  presently 
lives  in  California  where  he  is  an  adjunct 
professor  at  San  Francisco  Theological 
Seminary. 

A  Jungian  psychologist,  Dr.  Kelsey  is 
the  author  of  more  than  20  books  on  psy¬ 
chology  and  spirituality.  His  latest  are 
Christianity  as  Psychology  and  The  Sac¬ 
rament  of  Sexuality. 

The  seminar  will  consist  of  Dr.  Kelsey’s 
lectures,  discussion  groups  and  singing. 
Participants  will  be  divided  into  small 
groups,  each  led  by  a  team-trained 
psychotherapist.  There,  they  will  discuss 


the  lectures  and  apply  the  topics  to 
meaning  for  the  individual.  Topics  will 
include  psychology,  theology,  sexuality, 
dreams,  spiritual  guidance,  afterlife, 
Christian  education  and  meditation. 

Myers-Brigg  testing  will  also  be  of¬ 
fered. 

The  seminar  begins  Monday,  Novem¬ 
ber  9  at  9  a.m.  and  ends  after  lunch 
Wednesday,  November  11.  Tuition  is  $35 
and  meals  are  $37.  There  are  several 
choices  available  for  housing:  an  individ¬ 
ual  room  is  $18,  double  occupancy  is 
$12.50  and  triple  occupancy  is  $11. 
Prices  are  per  person  per  night  and  in¬ 
clude  private  baths.  A  room  with  a  hall 
bath  or  shared  bath  and  two  or  three  per¬ 
sons  in  a  room  is  $8.50  per  person  per  night. 

Local  people  who  wish  to  attend  but 
not  stay  the  nights  can  pay  tuition  and 
register  for  meals. 

Registrations  are  coming  in  rapidly  so 
don’t  delay.  To  register  send  $35  for  tu¬ 
ition  to  Mount  Sequoyah,  150  NW  Skyline 
Dr.  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  72701,  (501)  443- 
4531. 


In  Memoriam 

Rev.  Robert  Nelson  Brown,  active  minister  at  Hartzell-Ray  Avenue,  died 
October  5, 1987.  Rev.  Brown  was  53  years  old.  He  is  surivived  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Glory  Johnson  Brown  and  his  three  daughters,  Robin  A.  Brown,  Jacqueline  M. 
Brown  and  Sharon  Brown.  This  was  Rev.  Brown’s  first  year  at  Hartzell-Bay. 
Prior  to  this,  he  served  at  the  Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Mary’s  Chapel 
charge  for  seven  years. 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
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Starting  a  New  Korean  Church  — 


Ground  Breaking  Held  at 


The  Leesville  Korean  Church  held 
their  ground  breaking  ceremonies  on  Oc¬ 
tober  2  for  their  new  1,800  sq.  feet  facili¬ 
ty  —  a  sanctuary,  fellowship  hall, 
classroom  and  a  pastor’s  study. 

The  congregation  now  boasts  20  mem¬ 
bers,  most  of  whom  were  present  for  the 


ground  breaking  ceremony. 

"The  Koreans  are  thrilled  with  the 
prospect  of  having  a  place  of  their  own,” 
Lake  Charles  District  Superintendent  Dr. 
Woodrow  Smith  said.  “I  really  believe 
that  enthusiasm  will  produce  10  more 
members  by  charge  conference.  At  any 


rate,  this  is  Pastor  Kim’s  goal  and  he  is  a 
hard  worker.” 

The  contract  price  is  $54,923.35.  As 
money  becomes  available,  it  is  hoped 
that  many  of  the  items  which  had  to  be 
deleted  can  be  restored.  Construction  is 
scheduled  to  take  about  100  days. 


Leesville 

The  new  church  has  been  made  possi¬ 
ble  by  a  special  $50,000  grant  from  the 
Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  The  pre¬ 
sent  call  for  funds  by  the  1000  Club  is  an 
appeal  for  United  Methodists  to  support 
this  mission  project  within  the  bounds  of 
our  own  Annual  Conference. 


CHECKING  OVER  THE  PLANS  —  Jim  Benoit,  right,  representing  F.  Miller  and 
Sons  Contractor,  is  shown  looking  over  the  plans  with  Rev.  Chung  Baek  Kim,  the 
minister  of  the  Leesville  Korean  Church.  It  is  hoped  construction  will  be  completed 
within  100  days. 


READY  TO  BUILD  —  The  groundbreaking  ceremony  for  the  Leesville  Korean 
Church  was  held  recently  with  nearly  the  entire  congregation  in  attendance.  Pic¬ 
tured  with  shovels  in  hand  are,  from  1.  to  r.,  Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith,  Lake  Charles 
District  Superintendent,  Mrs.  Young  Son  Norris,  chairperson  of  the  Korean  Church 
Board  of  Trustees  and  lay  delegate  to  the  Annual  Conference,  Mr.  John  Bergstedt, 
chairman  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  Board  of  Trustees  and  Pastor  Kim. 


Leadership  Training  for  Healing 
Ministries  Available  in  Seminar 


Pastoral  Crisis  Counseling  Offered 


A  spB£TcTTW8<f approach  to  coun¬ 
seling  situations  will  be  offered  for 
clergy  and  other  professional  persons  at 
Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital  begin¬ 
ning  Monday,  November  2,  1987  accord¬ 
ing  to  Chaplain  Roland  K.  Friedrich, 
Director  of  the  Clinical  Pastoral  Train¬ 
ing  program. 

Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is  on  the 
Chaplaincy  staff  at  Central  as  Seminary 
Consultant,  will  participate  in  some  of 
the  seminars.  Specific  emphasis  will  be 
given  to  learning  specialized  counseling 
approaches  to  persons  who  may  be  in  a 
crisis  situation.  Focus  will  be  directed  on 
crises  related  to  aging,  crime,  divorce, 
addiction,  and  suicide  as  well  as  identity 
and  self  image. 


Three  primary  objectives  of  this 
course  will  be:  (1)  to  gain  insight  into  the 
dimensions  of  specific  crisis  situations  as 
well  as  to  learn  techniques  and  methods 
of  interpersonal  encounter  so  as  to  offer 
an  effective  Christian  [caring]  ministry 
to  people  in  crisis;  (2)  to  gain  a  better  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  behavior  of  people 
and  become  more  effective  in  finding 
possible  alternative  coping  skills;  and  (3) 
to  develop  a  close  working  relationship 
with  professional  hospital  staff  by  par¬ 
ticipating  with  a  psychiatric  treatment 
team. 

Interested  persons  may  call  (318  )  484- 
6357  or  write  Friedrich  at  Central  Hospital, 
P.O.  Box  5031,  Pineville,  LA  71361-5031. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Catch  the  Spirit  as  the  Lacombe  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  cordially  invites 
you  to  celebrate  with  them  on  their  60th 
Birthday,  Sunday,  November  8,  1987.  The 
celebration  will  begin  with  Sunday 
School  at  9:30  a.m.,  followed  by  the  Wor¬ 
ship  Service  at  10:50  a.m.  After  services, 
there  will  be  a  dinner  on  the  grounds.  La¬ 
combe  UMC  invites  everyone  to  come 
share  their  history  and  their  scrapbook 
of  memories  on  that  day.  The  minister  is 
Rev.  Kathryn  J.  Dauphin. 


preacher  that  day.  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Camp¬ 
bell  is  pastor  and  Dr.  Anita  Crump  is  the 
chairperson. 

At  their  October  3  meeting,  the  Caney 
Conference  Centre’s  Board  of  Trustees 
gave  special  recognition  to  Mrs.  Clara 
Kennon  of  Minden  for  her  faithful  ser¬ 
vices  as  treasurer  of  the  camp  for  20 
years.  Mrs.  Kennon,  a  member  of  First 
UMC  in  Minden,  plans  to  devote  more 
time  to  traveling. 


Persons  interested  in  healing  minis¬ 
tries  can  now  receive  leadership  training 
through  a  series  of  events  sponsored  by 
The  Upper  Room.  Entitled  "An  Adven¬ 
ture  in  Healing  and  Wholeness,”  these 
events  are  designed  for  all  Christians  — 
lay  and  clergy  —  who  want  to  begin  or 
continue  “intentional”  healing  ministry. 
Persons  who  simply  want  to  explore 
their  interest  in  the  healing  ministry  are 
also  encouraged  to  participate.  Attend¬ 
ing  the  event  does  not  obligate  anyone  to 
become  a  leader 

Through  workshops,  informal  discus¬ 
sions,  prayer,  and  worship  services,  the 
12-hour  training  events  focus  on: 

•  Christ’s  ministry  to  the  whole  per¬ 
son; 

•  the  spiritual  dimension  in  the  healing 
process; 

•  a  wholistic  understanding  of  health;  • 

•  five  kinds  of  healing; 

•  prayer  and  healing; 

•  life  as  a  spiritual  journey  toward 
wholeness; 

•  spiritual  resources  for  healing  and 
wholeness; 

•  ideas  local  churches  can  implement 
to  be  more  “intentional”  in  their  healing 
ministries. 


Dr.  James  K.  Wagner,  director  of  The 
Upper  Room  Prayer  and  Healing  Minis¬ 
tries  and  executive  director  of  the  Disci¬ 
plined  Order  of  Christ,  is  the  leader  for 
the  events  listed  below.  He  is  the  author 
of  Blessed  to  Be  a  Blessing,  a  model  for 
public  healing  services  in  the  local 
church. 

Dr.  Wagner  hopes  that  by  January 
1988  a  group  of  leaders  will  be  trained 
and  certified  to  lead  similar  events  in  lo¬ 
cal  churches  that  request  them.  He  com¬ 
ments,  “It’s  unprecedented  in  the  life  of 
our  denomination  to  give  this  much  in- 
tentionality  to  healing  ministries.” 

There  is  no  registration  fee,  but  par¬ 
ticipants  are  expected  to  cover  all  ex¬ 
penses,  including  travel,  lodging  and 
meals.  Clergy  may  have  access  to  con¬ 
tinuing  education  funds  through  district 
and  annual  conference  offices.  One  con¬ 
tinuing  education  unit  (CEU)  is  offered 
for  the  training  event.  These  events  are 
open  to  Christians  of  all  denominations. 

For  more  information  and  registration 
materials,  contact:  Dr.  James  K.  Wag¬ 
ner,  The  Upper  Room,  P.O.  Box  189, 
Nashville,  TN  37202-0819;  telephone:  615- 
340-7228.  Persons  may  also  contact  the 
host  church  to  register  for  the  event. 


St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  will  hold  their  Barbeque  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  24, 10  a.m.  until  2  p.m.  The 
meal  costs  $4.50  and  includes  a  very  full 
plate!  Beverages  and  sweet  shop  items 
will  also  be  available  for  sale.  Rev.  Deb¬ 
bie  Drash  is  the  minister. 

Bethany  UMC  is  celebrating  their  30th 
anniversary.  The  celebration  will  be 
kicked  off  October  18  by  guest  preacher 
Rev.  Roger  Lathan  and  different  func¬ 
tions  will  be  held  throughout  the  week, 
including  a  community  night.  Friday, 
Oct.  23,  there  will  be  an  Honors  Night 
Program  and  Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary 
will  be  there.  There  is  a  banquet  Satur¬ 
day  night  and  the  culminating  program 
will  be  held  Sunday,  Oct.  25  with  a  note 
burning  ceremony.  Retired  Bishop 
Prince  A.  Taylor  will  be  the  guest 


The  Older  Adult  Seminar  scheduled 
for  October  24  has  been  postponed  to 
January  30,  1988,  according  to  Confer¬ 
ence  Director  of  Education  Ministries 
John  M.  Braden. 

*  *  • 

Springhill  United  Methodist  Church 
will  be  holding  their  revival  Sunday,  Oc¬ 
tober  25  through  Wednesday,  Oct.  28.  The 
theme  for  the  revival  will  be  “DAY 
SPRING,”  a  unique  ministry  of  renewal 
combining  the  elements  of  music,  drama 
and  preaching.  The  Rev.  Wesley  Putnam, 
approved  evangelist  of  the  Northwest  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  be  the  guest  preacher.  The  Sunday 
service  will  be  held  in  the  church  sanctu¬ 
ary  at  10:55  a.m.  Each  day  there  will  be 
evening  services  in  the  sanctuary  at  7 
p.m.  and  on  Monday  through  Wednesday 
there  will  be  services  at  7:30  a.m.  in  the 
Axe  Meeting  room. 


Forum  on  Coastal  Protection 
Slated  for  First  UMC,  Lafayette 


The  1987  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Church  and  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Catholic  Conference  of  Bishops 
passed  resolutions  this  year  for  coastal 
protection.  It  is  a  call  to  recognize  our 
Christian  and  moral  obligations,  to  learn 
about  coastal  restoration  efforts,  support 
programs  designed  to  protect  and  re¬ 
store  our  wetlands  and  to  become  politi¬ 
cally  active  in  local,  state  and  federal 
legislative  action  regarding  coastal  ero¬ 
sion. 

The  United  Methodists  and  the  Catho¬ 
lic  Diocese  of  Lafayette  are  jointly  spon¬ 
soring  a  public  forum  to  educate  you  on 


our  wetlands  and  their  problems. 

A  network  will  be  organized  that  night 
which  will  continue  to  inform  and  direct 
you  in  action  to  be  taken  in  support  of 
wetland  restoration  and  protection. 

The  forum  will  be  held  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette,  on  the 
corner  of  Lee  and  Main  Street  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  November  5  at  7  p.m.  Everyone  is 
invited  to  attend  this  important  meeting. 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
Sarah  Schoeffler  at  (318)  234-4042  or 
write  to  her  at  3502  East  Simcoe  Street, 
Lafayette,  LA  70501. 


Audio-Visual  Update 


The  Conference  Audio  Visual  Library 
has  received  new  resource  materials 
from  the  United  Methodist  Women. 

The  New  slides  sets  are:  “People  & 
Churches  of  the  USSR,”  "Toward  Health 
an  Wholeness,"  "Women  and  the  Early 
Church,  ”  and  "Candle  in  the  Wind”  VHS. 
Also  available  is  the  film  strip  "Sights 
and  Sounds  of  the  USSR”  and  the  VHS  “A 


Glimpse  of  Heaven. "(Easter  in  the  Soviet 
Union).  These  audio  visuals  accompany 
the  current  studies  of  the  UMW's  School 
of  Christian  Mission. 

To  obtain  the  audio  visuals,  please 
contact  Carolyn  Powell  at  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Resource  Center  in  Baton  Rouge, 
(504)346-1646. 


TREASURED  TEACHERS  —  The  United  Methodist  Men  of  Lafayette  recently 
sponsored  a  dinner  meeting  with  Doris  Branton  as  speaker,  honoring  all  retired 
teachers  of  public,  private,  parochial  and  college  levels.  First  Church  has  50  retired 
teachers  as  members,  of  which  30  were  able  to  attend.  Together,  they  represented 
830  years  of  teaching.  Ira  Robinson  is  pastor,  Steve  Rainey  is  the  president  of  UMM 
and  Bob  Sides  served  as  emcee  and  program  chairman  for  the  evening. 
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Editorial 

‘Opening  the  window  of  heaven’ 


OCTOBER  23,  1987 


Here  I  Stand 


Weak  commitment  to  giving  hindering  us 


ship.  Why?  Because  the  UMC  is  a  low 


If  you’re  not  feeling  enthused  about 
your  congregation's  annual  stewardship 
campaign,  you  need  to  talk  with  the  Rev. 
Charles  Laing. 

"We  do  people  a  favor  when  we  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  be  good  stewards 
of  what  they  have,”  Mr.  Laing  said  dur¬ 
ing  a  recent  interview  with  the  Reporter 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  16). 

Mr.  Laing  is  president  of  the  National 
Association  of  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tions  and  a  fund-raising  specialist  for 
church-related  projects  in  his  role  as 
chief  executive  of  the  Texas  Methodist 
Foundation. 

Unfortunately,  too  few  of  us  approach 
giving  to  God’s  work— whether  promoting 
it  or  doing  it — with  Mr.  Laing’s  positive  fer¬ 
vor.  Pastors  and  members  alike  frequently 
look  with  dread  at  discussions  of  their  con¬ 
gregation’s  financial  needs  and.  at  best, 
consider  such  discussions  a  necessary  evil. 

Those  attitudes  are  reinforced  rather 
than  countered  by  the  widely-publicized 
fiscal  misconduct  of  some  TV  evange¬ 
lists.  Their  misdeeds  have  created  skep¬ 
ticism  best  summarized  in  the  words  of  a 
country-and-western  song:  “You  told  me 
to  send  money  to  Jesus,  but  you  gave  me 
your  address." 

As  Christians,  we  need  to  recall  that  a 
positive  attitude  toward  giving  is  vigor¬ 
ously  affirmed  both  by  Scripture  and  ex¬ 
perience.  The  witness  of  Scripture  is 
unmistakable:  giving  generously  of  our 
material  resources  to  the  church’s  work 
and  mission  is  a  joyful,  necessary  way 
to  glorify  God  and  serve  others.  And  it 
should  be  approached  joyfully. 

Countless  Christians  through  the  ages 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


have  discovered  that  their  spiritual  maturi¬ 
ty  has  grown  in  direct  proportion  to  their 
material  offerings  to  support  the  church’s 
mission.  They’ve  learned  the  liberating 
truth  of  Jesus’  teaching  that  “where  your 
treasure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also.” 

One  of  the  surest  signs  of  spiritual 
health  for  individuals  and  for  congrega¬ 
tions  is  a  celebrative  attitude  toward 
giving.  We  should  particularly  rejoice  at 
what  happens  when  our  gifts  are  added 
to  those  of  others.  The  effects  of  our 
combined  contributions  are  greater  than 
anything  we  could  do  on  our  own. 

Whether  it’s  the  “widow’s  mite”  or  the 
“rich  young  ruler’s  wealth,"  God  uses 
our  offerings  in  ways  that  abundantly 
bless  both  givers  and  receivers. 

Consequently,  far  from  being  a  task  to 
be  dreaded  or  avoided,  promoting  finan¬ 
cial  support  for  the  church,  and  actively 
participating  in  that  support  to  the  ful¬ 
lest  of  one’s  abilities,  should  be  undertak¬ 
en  with  a  glad  and  thankful  heart  by 
every  Christian. 

We  especially  appreciate  the  way 
Bishop  Richard.B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area) 
stated  the  same  idea  in  a  recent  column. 
"It  is  amazing  what  happens  when  we 
put  God  first  with  our  money,”  Bishop 
Wilke  wrote.  He  added: 

“Other  financial  matters  fall  into 
place.  No  wonder  God  promised  to  open 
the  windows  of  heaven  on  folks  who  offer 
the  full  tithe  (Mai.  3:10).” 

If  you  or  your  congregation  don’t  wel¬ 
come  the  opportunity  to  give  generously  as 
a  way  to  "open  the  window  of  heaven,”  why 
not?  What  can  and  will  you  do  to  develop  a 
more  joyful  attitude  toward  giving? 


By  BERNARD  L.  COOK 

Curiously  absent  from  recent  widely- 
noted  books  on  the  church,  including 
"Rekindling  the  Flame,”  by  William 
Willimon  and  Rob¬ 
ert  Wilson  and, 

“And  Are  We  Yet 
Alive"  by  Bishop 
Richard  B.  Wilkie, 
is  an  emphasis  on 
stewardship  as 
practiced  by  United 
Methodists. 

I  believe  the  pre¬ 
sent  lack  of  deep  commitment  to  the  de¬ 
nomination  is  directly  linked  to  its 
members’  low  standard  of  giving.  Poor 
stewardship  is  both  a  symptom  and  a 
cause  of  low  commitment. 

We  proudly  proclaim  UMC  annual 
giving  totals  that  surpass  the  previous 
year’s  giving.  But  any  comparison  of 
the  average  per  member  giving  of 
UMC  members  with  other  major  de¬ 
nominations’  average  giving  per  mem¬ 
ber  will  find  UMC  members’  average 
at  or  near  the  bottom  of  the  list. 

Our  hearts  are  elsewhere 

Did  not  Jesus  say,  “Where  a  man’s 
treasure  is,  there  will  his  heart  be 
also?"  With  so  little  of  our  “treasure" 
finding  its  way  into  United  Methodist 
Church  treasuries  from  the  average 
member,  it  is  very  apparent  the  major¬ 
ity  of  members’  hearts  and  interests 
are  elsewhere. 

The  last  11  years  of  my  25  years  with 


the  EUB-UMC  National  Division  was 
spent  in  church  extension,  much  of  the 
time  dealing  with  starting  new  churches. 

It  was  very  apparent  that  unless  a  deep 
commitment  to  stewardship  was  instilled 
early  in  the  membership  of  each  new  con¬ 
gregation,  the  venture  would  falter  and 
probably  fail.  With  each  new  church  re¬ 
quiring  a  5-year  commitment  by  the 
annual  conference  of  $300,000-500,000, 
success  was  almost  mandatory. 

Across  the  United  Methodist  denomina¬ 
tion  the  emphasis  on  stewardship,  espe¬ 
cially  tithing,  has  been  woefully  weak.. 
Members  constantly  are  asked  for  more 
money.  Yet  our  blind-spot  as  to  what  pro¬ 
duces  money  and  commitment  to  the 
church  keeps  us  from  achieving  our  goals. 

The  congregation  I  attend  discovered 
a  few  months  ago  that  only  30-40  per¬ 
cent  of  its  members  are  identifiable  by 
pledge  or  gift  as  regular  contributors. 
If  membership  required  tithing  we 
would  learn  quickly  just  how  deeply 
comrrTitted  our  members  really  are. 

Often  the  less  affluent  tithe  more 
readily  than  the  more  well-to-do.  Even 
the  tithe  of  a  poverty-level  income  would 
produce  far  more  than  the  average  na¬ 
tional  UMC  member’s  giving  at  present. 

The  curse  of  the  church 

The  one-dollar  bill  has  become  the 
curse  of  the  church  because  members 
think  "a  bill  is  a  bill”  and  never  get  to  the 
$10,  $20,  or  $50  standard  of  weekly  giving. 

Do  most  pastors  actually  practice  tith¬ 
ing?  From  experience  I  know  come  pas¬ 


tors  (and  laypersons,  too)  who  “believe" 
in  it,  but  do  not  practice  it.  Then  how  can 
they  possibly  expect,  persuade,  or  con¬ 
vince  others  to  give  generously? 

Oh  yes,  I’ve  heard  it  said,  “Tithing  is 
Old  Testament  practice.  We  believe  in 
proportionate  giving  today.” 

Proportionate  to  what? 

Dedicated  giving  has  to  begin  with  a 
figure,  whether  it  be  three,  five  or  ten 
percent  of  salary  or  income.  Too  often 
no  one  sets  a  starting  figure.  So  mem¬ 
bers  give  whatever  first  comes  to  mind 
or  hand,  conveniently— a  quarter  or 
two,  perhaps  a  dollar,  maybe  five.  Thus 
the  budgets  of  the  church  suffer,  locally 
and  nationally. 

When  I  was  in  church  extension  one 
pastor  told  me  he  didn’t  want  to  know 
how  much  his  members  gave;  he  felt  it 
would  affect  his  relations  with  them. 
Another  said  he  didn’t  give  to  his  local 
church;  if  he  did  he  would  be  paying  his 
own  salary.  Still  another  told  the  invit¬ 
ed  financial  drive  leader,  “Don’t  put 
anything'  in  our  campaign  literature 
about  tithing!" 

Lives  are  invested 

The  growing,  “alive"  churches  today 
are  the  giving  churches.  Why?  Because 
their  members  invest  their  lives  in  the 
church  through  their  wealth  as  well  as 
time  and  talents. 

Until  United  Methodists  learn  that  the 
tithe  is  the  “starting  place"  of  full  stew¬ 
ardship,  we  are  destined  to  mourn  and 
count  the  continuing  decline  in  member- 


priority  in  the  average  member’s  finan¬ 
cial  planning,  loyalty  and  commitment. 
We  want  people  to  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  but 
is  it  going  anywhere? 

My  tithing  started  when  I  received 
my  first  appointment  in  1942  following 
seminary  graduation.  My  salary  was 
$1,100  plus  parsonage  that  year.  The 
war  was  on,  and  I  had  a  $21  per  month 
car  payment  to  make. 

But  my  conviction  inwardly  was, 
“You  can’t  ask  others  to  do  what  you 
aren’t  doing  yourself.”  So  we  tithed.  It 
was  tough  at  first,  but  the  Lord  blessed 
us  as  we  continued.  And  now  I  find  it  a 
greater  blessing  than  at  any  time  dur¬ 
ing  my  46  years  of  ministry. 

The  widow’s  two  coppers  given  to  the 
temple  treasury  was  a  small  gift  indeed.  - 
But  it  was  all  she  had.  What  would  the 
Lord  say  today  about  what  we  give 
when  He  looks  at  what  we  have  left 
week  after  week  after  week  after. . .? 

"Here  /  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Bernard  L.  Cook, 
lives  in  Corpus  Christi.  Texas  and  is  a 
retired  clergy  member  of  the  Kansas 
West  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  " Here  I 
Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Bernard  Cook 


Does  UMC  need  more  bishops? 


To  the  Editor: 

Associate  Editor  Douglas  F.  Cannon’s 
cogently  clear  article  headlined,  “In¬ 
creasing  number  of  bishops  eyed,”  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  2)  was  a  needed  insight  into 
the  problem  of  having  too  few  bishops. 

Francis  Asbury  may  have  been  unduly 
aggressive  in  changing  Mr.  Wesley’s  “gen¬ 
eral  superintendent”  into  "bishop”  in  1785, 
but  he  did  and  we  have  had  bishops  ever 
since.  They  have  enhanced  Methodism. 

Mr.  Cannon  essentially  points  to  the  in¬ 
equities  in  how  bishops  function  in  today’s 
United  Methodism.  The  revealing  statistics 
from  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
show  astonishing  variations  in  the  number 
of  pastoral  charges,  amount  of  member¬ 
ship,  and  territory  covered  by  bishops. 

If  they  simply  do  not  get  around  as 
much  as  might  be  desired,  surely  the 
words  of  the  old  song  of  Victorian  melo¬ 
dramas  apply,  “They  are  more  to  be  pit¬ 
ied  than  censured." 

The  Wyoming  conference’s  call  for  a 
bishop  in  each  of  the  73  annual  confer¬ 
ences  may  be  in  advance  of  today's 
thinking.  It  does,  however,  frame  the 
problem  pointedly  that  we  need  to  make 
being  a  United  Methodist  bishop  a  hu¬ 
manly  achievable  position,  something 
long  overdue. 

Gilbert  Y.  Taverner 
Middletown,  Rhode  Island 

Fewer,  not  more,  bishops! 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  amazed  to  read  in  the  Oct.  2  Re¬ 
porter  that  the  UMC  is  considering  the 
addition  of  more  bishops. 

This  proposal  comes  at  a  time  when 
churches  and  businesses  are  reducing 
staff.  The  most  successful  companies  are 
reducing  high-paid  positions  and  combin¬ 
ing  or  eliminating  duties. 

The  wise  business  approach  would  be  to 
delegate  more  authority  and  responsibility 
to  existing  staff  in  national  and  conference 
offices.  This  would  meet  the  goal,  “fewer 
administrative  responsibilities  . . .  more 
time  for  fostering  spiritual  growth  and 
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new  congregational  development.” 

We  could  also  ask  why  do  pastors/bi- 
shops  have  to  attend  so  many  meetings. 
The  laity  come  to  the  church  with  busi¬ 
ness  management  expertise  and  are  will¬ 
ing  to  donate  their  time  to  relieve 
pastors  of  the  administrative  load  (Exo¬ 
dus  18:15).  Trust! 

Following  the  same  thought  as  Ex. 
18:15,  laypeople  with  business  skills 
could  be  hired  to  replace  many  clergy 
who  hold  staff  positions  and  those  clergy 
could  assist  the  bishops  with  spiritual 
growth  and  new  congregational  growth. 

The  duties  of  clergy  (Eph.  5)  do  not  in¬ 
clude  routine  administrative  tasks  in  an 
office.  John  Wesley  was  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  preaching  and  teaching  to  equip 
them  for  service. 

The  reallocation  of  people,  based  on 
their  calling  and  spiritual  gifts,  would  be 
far  better  stewardship  than  adding  more 
bosses/administrators.  This  will  require 
that  clergy  no  longer  view  laity  as  “sec¬ 
ond  class  citizens"  who  must  be  led  and 
cannot  be  trusted  with  church  work.  This 
will  also  require  that  the  laity  no  longer 
view  clergy  as  "the  help”  to  do  the  dirty 
work  around  the  church. 

We  talk  about  becoming  a  church  that 
does  not  discriminate  because  of  race  or 
sex  while  we  simultaneously  set  up 
"class  distinctions"  between  clergy  and 
laity  and  talk  of  increasing  the  number 
of  administrators. 

Darryl  Todd 

Fort  Collins,  Colorado 

Ecumenism  relished 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  great  appreciation  that  I 
read  the  Sept.  25  article  headlined, 
“Bishops’  president  praises  pontiff.” 

I  relished  the  positive  ecumenical  po¬ 
sition  of  our  church  and  the  involvement 
demonstrated  by  the  article. 

Billie  Stark 
San  Antonio,  Texas 
A  punch  in  the  nose 
To  the  Editor: 

We  surely  don’t  need  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  make  English  the  official 
U.S.  language.  But  when  an  agency  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  labels  backers 
of  such  an  amendment  as  “racists,”  it  is 
an  indication  that  the  agency  prefers  in¬ 
timidation  to  open  discussion. 

This  kind  of  name  calling  is  the  verbal 
equivalent  of  a  punch  in  the  nose.  And 
just  as  useful. 

David  B.  Weems 
Newtonia,  Missouri 

Make  English  official 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  headlined,  “Race  agency  op¬ 
poses  effort  to  make  English  official  U.S. 
language"  is  disgusting  (see  UMR,  Oct.  2). 

English  has  always  been  our  language 
and  should  continue  to  be.  Minorities 
who  come  to  our  country  should  be 
helped  and  taught  English.  If  people 
come  to  America,  they  should  learn  our 
language  if  they  want  to  be  Americans. 
It  would  only  be  confusing  and  expensive 
to  have  more  than  one  official  language. 

Janet  Davis 

Lake  City,  Pennsylvania 

English  proposal  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

The  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race,  and  most  of  the  others  who  op¬ 
pose  the  proposed  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  to  make  English  the  official  language 
of  the  United  States  (see  UMR  Oct.  2)  are 
completely  misconstruing  the  intention  of 
the  proposal,  whether  deliberately  or 
through  misunderstanding,  I  cannot  say. 

No  one  is  suggesting  that  anyone  stop 
speaking  one’s  native  tongue  among 
family,  friends,  or  anywhere  else.  How¬ 
ever,  there  are  more  than  70  different 
languages  spoken  in  this  country. 

We  supporters  of  former  U.S.  Senator 
S.  I.  Hayakawa’s  proposal  say  only  thai 
there  should  be  one  language  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  that  is  clearly  understood  by 
everybody  and  that  language  should  be 
used  in  all  official  documents  and  for  all 


official  government  activities.  It  is  the 
oijly  way  to  be  fair  and  impartial. 

Are  there  any  suggestions  to  provide 
documents  or  textbooks  in  Arabic,  Cro¬ 
atian,  or  Portuguese?  I  haven’t  heard 
any.  Yet,  these  are  some  of  the  many 
languages  spoken  here  in  the  New  York 
Metropolitan  area.  If  it  is  done  for  oth¬ 
ers,  why  not  for  them?  Impractical,  you 
say?  That  is  the  very  reason  we  need  one 
official  language. 

To  depend  upon  interpreters  may 
sometimes  be  unavoidable  but  it  is  very 
unsatisfactory.  Misunderstandings  are 
far  too  easy  to  happen.  English  is  the 
most  widely  spoken  language  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States.  It  is  the  language  of  our  Con¬ 
stitution  and  the  basis  of  our 
government.  It  is  the  logical  choice. 

After  gaining  independence,  India  was 
embarrassed  to  find  that  the  language  of 
its  former  ruler  was  the  only  one  under¬ 
stood  by  all  its  government  officials.  To 
this  day,  it  is  still  a  problem  there. 

Far  from  opposing  the  official  lan¬ 
guage  amendment,  we  should  all  be  sup- 
porting  it  as  a  bulwark  against 
fragmentation  in  a  polyglot  society,  and 
as  a  unifying  force. 

Dorothy  C.  Moses 
Northport,  New  York 

‘Sensitive  language’  irks 

To  the  Editor: 

Re:  “Hymnal  panel  keeps  wrestling 
with  words  for  God”  in  the  Oct.  2  issue  of 
the  Reporter. 

It  seems  we  are  in  the  process  of  re¬ 
writing  the  Bible  and  restructuring  God. 
We  are  so  hung  up  on  and  blinded  by  the 
sex  controversy  that  we  cannot  see,  or 
refuse  to  see,  things  as  they  are. 

The  very  first  part  of  the  definition  of 
“man”  in  Webster’s  New  World  Dictio¬ 
nary  is,  “A  human  being;  person,  wheth¬ 
er  male  or  female.”  The  Hebrew  for 
“man”  in  Gen.  1:26  is,  “A  human  being 
(an  individual  or  the  species,  mankind)” 
(Strong’s  concordance).  Therefore,  the 
word  “man”  is  inclusive. 

The  term  “sensitive  language”  in  the 
context  of  the  article  irks  me.  Why  dis¬ 
criminate  against  the  “deaf. .  .dumb”?  Are 
they  not  objects  of  God’s  love  as  much  as 
other  people?  It  seems  to  me  “O  For  a 
Thousand  Tongues”  is  a  hymn  of  praise  to 
God  for  His  restoring,  healing  work. 

I  have  failed  to  find  any  reference  to 
spending  time  in  prayer  and  searching 
the  Scriptures  to  determine  what  is 
God's  will  in  this  matter.  If  we  are  not 
concerned  that  our  Creator  be  pleased 
and  honored  in  this,  then  let  us  stop  being 
hypocritical.  Let’s  just  confess:  “God,  we 
don’t  like  the  way  You  made  us  and  the 
way  You  run  things.  So  we  have  decided 
to  be  our  own  god,  do  things  our  own 
way.  We  want  to  be  in  control.” 

And  that  is  the  way  I  see  it.  “Old,  ach¬ 
ing  God"?  “Young,  growing  God”? 
Anathema!!!  F.  M.  Shull 

Kent,  Ohio 

I’d  want  secrecy  too 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  not  surprising  to  see  that  Bishop 
John  Russell  (Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area)  led 
the  fight  to  reject  the  Bishops’  Committee 
recommendation  that  the  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University  Board  of  Trustees  adhere 
to  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Open 
Meeting  policy  (see  UMR,  Oct.  9). 

Bishop  Russell  was  a  member  of  the 
SMU  Board  of  Trustees  when  the  “pay 
for  play”  scandals  and  the  subsequent 
cover-up  attempts  occurred. 

If  I  had  let  that  happen  right  under  my 
nose  I  would  want  to  keep  it  secret  also. 

Roy  J.  Eaton 
Decatur.  Texas 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from 
readers.  Letters  should  be  brief,  must  be 
original  and  must  carry  the  signature 
and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


stSC  Pontius'  Puddle 


Holy  Spirit  gives  sense  of  unity,  strength 


By  MARGARET  W.  CAMPBELL 

It’s  hard  to  explain.  It  probably  will 
remain  so. 

But  whatever  it  was,  it  brought  us  to¬ 
gether  as  one:  a  body 
of  believers  who 
were  spurred  on 
through  five  long,  ar¬ 
duous  days  of  heat, 
rain,  mud,  toil  and 
determination. 

How  could  it  have 
been  possible?  How 
could  12  people  from  Margaret  Campbell 
varying  backgrounds,  with  different  pro¬ 
fessions,  divergent  points  of  view,  an  age 
span  between  the  oldest  and  the  youngest 
of  some  45  years— how  could  this  dispa¬ 
rate  group  have  become  the  “we”  that 
did,  in  fact,  achieve  a  very  difficult  task? 

What  we  set  out  to  do  was  so  far  re¬ 
moved  from  the  experience  of  more  than 
half  of  us  that  we  were  obliged  to  listen, 
to  be  alert,  to  pick  up  on  a  gesture  or  a 
nuance  of  meaning  from  the  experienced 
ones  in  the  group.  They  gave  us  hints  on 
what  could  be  helpful.  But  trial  and  error 
was  often  our  only  teacher. 

Maybe  it  was  because  of  the  donkey 


braying  at  4  a.m.  every  day  that  woke  us 
up  (usually  before  alarm  clocks  began  to 
jangle  and  beep)  that  I  realized  that  this 
morning  was  no  ordinary  one. 

It  was  one  more  day  of  the  eight  days 
given  us  to  labor  intensely  for  that  very 
real  church  building  on  top  of  that  very 
real  lava  rock  mountain  on  this  very  real 
poverty-ridden  island  in  the  Caribbean. 

Being  one  of  a  growing  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  from  our  church  who  had  become  an 
“elite”  of  sorts— those  who  have  been  “in 
mission" — had  been  something  of  an  at¬ 
traction  for  us. 

But  I  had  the  privilege  of  being  in  mis¬ 
sion  during  the  16  most  significant  years 
of  my  life  in  another  “foreign  field.”  So, 
being  one  of  the  group  had  a  relatively 
limited  attraction  for  me  on  those 
grounds.  The  attraction  had  to  be  some¬ 
thing  more. 

The  laying  on  of  hands  by  the  former 
missioners  before  the  congregation  that 
Sunday  morning— was  that  it?  Was  it  the 
Lord’s  Supper  celebrated  by  our  group 
the  night  before  we  left? 

All  of  these  were  surely  parts  of  a 
whole  that  made  this  experience  so 


memorable.  But  there  was  something 
more . . . 

That  oneness  of  purpose,  the  feeling  of  • 
“it  has  to  be— it  will  be,”  could  not  have 
been  the  result  of  mere  human  determu 
nation  to  get  the  job  done.  -  £ 

Could  it  have  been . . .  was  it  possible 
...  did  we  realize  that  God’s  spirit,  yes, 
that  Holy  Spirit  we  evoke  every  Sunday; 
in  church? 

It  was  that  presence  of  God,  we  real¬ 
ized  in  our  hearts  when  it  was  over,  that 
had  given  us  this  opportunity,  strength¬ 
ened  us  for  the  task  and  blessed  us  with 
that  sense  of  accomplishment  when 
those  eight  days  were  over. 

The  Holy  Spirit— nothing  more,  noth: 
ing  less.  It’s  that  simple:  God  can  and  in¬ 
deed  does  make  himself  known  to  us. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  li/e. 
Margaret  W.  Anderson  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria.  La.  (Louisiana  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for . 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 
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‘Mother  God’  hymn  rejected  by  11-10  vote 

Final  proposal  reverses  stand  on  ‘ Thousand  Tongues 9  stanza ,  keeps  ‘ Stand  Up’  hymn 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Voicing  fear  of  ‘‘push¬ 
ing  the  church  too  far”  on  the  issue  of 
God  language,  United  Methodism’s  Hym¬ 
nal  Revision  Committee  said  no  to  a 
hymn  titled  “Strong  Mother  God”  at  its 
final  meeting  last  week. 

The  committee,  however,  is  recom¬ 
mending  at  least  a  dozen  new  hymns 
containing  references  to  God’s  “femi¬ 
nine"  nature  for  the  denomination’s  new 
hymnal. 

British  hymnist  Brian  Wren’s  contro¬ 
versial  hymn,  which  begins  by  calling 
God  "mother,”  includes  verses  that  ad¬ 
dress  “warm,  father  God;”  “great,  living 
God;”  “old,  aching  God;"  and  "young, 
growing  God.” 

Although  he  wrote  a  new  first  verse, 
which  some  members  felt  would  make 
the  “mother  God”  verse  palatable  to  tra¬ 
ditionalists,  the  committee  voted  down 
the  hymn  11-10  in  ninth-hour  delibera¬ 
tions. 

Opposing  members  said  including  a  di¬ 
rect  reference  to  God  as  mother  could 
raise  a  “red  flag”  and  incite  rejection  of 
the  hymnal  on  theological  grounds. 


"If  we  are  to  speak  to  future  genera¬ 
tions  and  help  convey  a  fuller  under¬ 
standing  of  God,  we  must  find  ways  to 
point  to  the  feminine  qualities  of  the  di¬ 
vine  found  in  the  Bible,”  said  the  Rev. 
Beryl  Ingram-Ward,  a  pastor  from 
Bellevue,  Wash. 

"Not  all  women  and  men  are  ready  for 
this  kind  of  hymn,  but  a  lot  are,”  she  told 
her  colleagues. 

Hymnal  editor  Carlton  Young  added 
his  support,  saying,  “More  than  250  bibli¬ 
cal  and  hymnic  images  are  in  the  Eng¬ 
lish  repertoire  for  God. 

“  ‘Strong  Mother  God’  is  a  provocative 
hymn,”  he  said,  adding  that  it  could 
spark  dialogue  in  local  churches  about 
the  nature  of  God. 

The  “teaching  tool"  notion  was  re¬ 
buffed  by  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  St.  Louis, 
who  said,  “Hymns  are  for  worship.  The 
11  a.m.  worship  service  is  not  the  place 
to  have  a  conversation  about  images  for 
God." 

The  committee’s  work  on  language  in 
hymns  has  been,  by  far,  its  most  contro¬ 
versial  aspect  since  its  1984  establish¬ 
ment  by  United  Methodism’s  top 
governing  body. 


Starting  with  300  hymns  retained  from 
the  current  hymnal,  the  committee— un¬ 
der  admonishment  to  “respect”  the 
rhyme,  syntax  and  intent  of  historical 
hymn  texts— changed  references  to  peo¬ 
ple  as  "men”  and  “mankind”  to  more 
gender-inclusive  ones.  The  language  is¬ 
sues  often  caused  heated  discussions 
among  the  normally  cordial  25  members. 

The  committee  also  weeded  out  refer¬ 
ences  to  “white”  as  synonymous  for 
"pure,"  rebuffed  pejorative  references 
to  persons  with  handicapping  conditions 
and  battled  against  dense  militaristic  de¬ 
scriptions  of  the  Christian  cause. 

And  the  ideological  battles  continued 
until  the  final  days  of  work,  when  com¬ 
mittee  members  reversed  earlier  actions 
to  remove  problematic  language  in  pop¬ 
ular  hymns. 

The  members  overturned  a  September 
vote  that  would  have  proposed  removal 
of  the  climactic  last  verse  of  the  popular 
United  Methodist  hymn.  "O  For  a  Thou¬ 
sand  Tongues  To  Sing.”  because  of  refer¬ 
ences  to  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions. 

The  verse  reads:  “Hear  him,  ye  deaf; 
his  praise,  ye  dumb,  Your  loosened 


tongues  employ;  Ye  blind,  behold  your 
Savior  come;  And  leap,  ye  lame,  for  joy.” 
Supporters  of  the  verse  argued  that  the 
verse,  like  the  rest  of  the  hymn,  is  in  the 
"memory  bank”  of  a  majority  of  United 
Methodists. 

"You  have  to  consider  the  context  of 
the  time  in  which  (Charles)  Wesley  wrote 
this.  It  is  not  meant  as  an  offense,"  said 
the  Rev.  Roger  Deschner,  a  seminary 
professor  from  Dallas. 

But  Nancy  Starnes,  a  Dallas  laywom- 
an,  said  she  had  received  many  com¬ 
plaints  from  handicapped  church 
members  about  the  verse. 

“I’m  going  to  have  to  stand  my  ground 
on  this  one,”  said  an  emotional  Ms. 
Starnes,  who  uses  a  wheelchair.  "It  is  of¬ 
fensive  to  sing  ‘lame’  when  we’re  the 
ones  sitting  in  the  back  of  the  church  in 
the  wheelchairs.  It  makes  a  difference." 

An  asterisk  at  the  beginning  of  the 
verse  will  indicate  that  it  is  optional. 

The  committee  also  restored  “Stand 
Up,  Stand  Up  for  Jesus,"  a  hymn  reject¬ 
ed  several  times  throughout  the  revision 
process  because  of  its  alleged  dense  mili¬ 
tary  imagery.  The  hymn,  according  to  a 
1984  survey,  is  used  by  84  percent  of 


United  Methodist  local  churches. 

That  number,  said  Bishop  Handy,  can¬ 
not  be  ignored. 

“It’s  like  ‘Onward,  Christian  Sol¬ 
diers,'  ’’  the  bishop  said,  referring  to  lit¬ 
eral  analysis  of  the  language.  “We  re  not 
thinking  of  picking  up  a  gun  and  shooting 
someone,  but  going  out  and  fighting 
evil.” 

(In  the  spring  of  1986,  the  committee 
removed  and  then  replaced  “Onward, 
Christian  Soldiers”  and  some  verses  of 
"The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic"  after 
receiving  a  storm  of  11,000  protest  let¬ 
ters  and  hundreds  of  phone  calls.) 

Despite  the  skirmishes.  Dr.  Young 
characterized  the  hymnal  as  “forward- 
looking”  in  terms  of  language  and  style, 
with  a  strong,  varied  repertoire  of  “some¬ 
thing  for  everyone,”  including  hymns 
from  ethnic  minority  traditions,  gospel 
and  evangelical  music,  classic  texts  re¬ 
flecting  Christian  tradition  and  hymns  on 
contemporary  themes  and  language. 

The  960-page  proposed  hymnal  will  be 
presented  for  approval  by  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  meeting  April  26-May  6  in  St. 
Louis. 


Delete  ban  of  homosexual  clergy, 
ministerial  oversight  agency  urges 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE-The  United  Methodist 
agency  that  oversees  ministerial  prepa¬ 
ration  decided  last  week  to  recommend 
removing  from  church  law  an  explicit 
ban  on  ordaining  homosexuals. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  voted  39-24  with  four 
abstentions  to  ask  the  1988  General  Con- 
rerence  to  drop  the  following  sentence 
from  the  Book  of  Discipline: 

“Since  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
is  incompatible  with  Christian  teaching 
self-avowed  practicing  homosexuals  are 
not  to  be  accepted  as  candidates,  or¬ 
dained  as  ministers  or  appointed  to  serve 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

Earlier  in  October,  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  voted  to  ask  the 
top  UM  legislative  assembly  to  eliminate 
a  different  reference  from  church  law 
which  describes  homosexuality  as  being 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  16). 

Elected  members  of  the  education  and 
ministry  board’s  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  proposed  the  deletion,  said  Don¬ 
ald  N.  Griffith,  a  division  member  from 
Indianapolis. 

They  considered  the  sentence  redun¬ 
dant,  he  said.  That’s  because  church  law 
already  requires  ordained  people  to 
practice  “fidelity  in  marriage  and  celi- 
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bacy  in  singleness.” 

The  Rev.  Dale  Dunlap,  a  member  of 
the  division  from  Shawnee  Mission,  Kan., 
said  the  ban  makes  a  moral  judgment 
about  homosexuality  that  biblical  schol¬ 
arship  won’t  support. 

Common  biblically  based  arguments 
for  the  ban  rely  on  selective,  literalistic 
readings  of  Scripture,  said  Dr.  Dunlap, 
an  emeritus  professor  of  theology  at  UM- 
related  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

When  studied  in  context,  however,  the 
anti-homosexual  “proof  texts”  from  Le¬ 
viticus  don’t  condemn  the  lifestyle  any 
more  than  other  “abominations"  of  Jew¬ 
ish  law,  Dr.  Dunlap  said.  Christians,  with 
good  reason,  don’t  consider  the  other  pro¬ 


hibitions  "binding  moral  law,”  he  said. 

"It  is  my  perception  and  conviction 
that  .  theological  integrity  requires 
that  we  acknowledge  that  our  under¬ 
standings  are  not  sufficient  for  us  to 
make  absolute  judgments  and  .  .  that  we 
await  further  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it,”  Dr.  Dunlap  said. 

But  the  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Stockton,  a 
member  from  High  Point,  N.C.,  and 
James  M.  Walker,  a  lay  member  from 
Seguin,  Texas,  said  they  felt  that  elimi¬ 
nating  the  ban  implied  a  moral  sanction 
for  homosexuality  within  the  clergy. 

Many  United  Methodists  won’t  agree 
with  that,  they  said. 

—DOUGLAS  F.CANNON 


UM  clergyman  arrested 
in  anti-apartheid  protest 


By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK  — A  United  Methodist 
minister  was  among  21  persons  arrested 
during  a  non-violent  demonstration  at 
Mobil  Oil  headquarters  last  week. 

For  two  hours,  approximately  35  dem¬ 
onstrators  paraded  in  front  of  the  Mobil 
Building,  challenging  the  giant  oil  com¬ 
pany  to  leave  South  Africa. 

The  rally  was  linked  to  “South  African 
Political  Prisoners’  Days,”  Oct.  11-12,  a 
gesture  that  organizers  called  solidarity 
with  black  victims  jailed  for  opposing 
apartheid. 

The  Rev.  Randy  Day.  a  rally  organizer 
and  superintendent  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Metropolitan  District  in  New  York 
City,  was  arrested  when  he  and  others 
blocked  the  main  entrance  to  the  Mobil 
building  on  East  42nd  Street  during  the 
lunch  hour. 

Demonstrators  carried  coffins  labeled 
"Mobil  fuels  apartheid!  Apartheid  kills.” 

Others  bore  signs  reading:  “Immobi¬ 
lize  apart-hate!  Mobil  out  of  South  Afri¬ 
ca!"  and  “Mobil  Oil  deals  in  blood- 
demand  divestment  now.” 

Leaflets  handed  out  to  passers-by  on 
the  busy  midtown  thoroughfare  main¬ 
tained  that  Mobil  is  the  largest  U.S.  cor¬ 
porate  employer  in  South  Africa,  with 
last  year’s  assets  totaling  $426  million. 

Its  subsidiaries  buy  and  refine  crude 
oil  and  distribute  and  market  petroleum 
products  through  120  supply  depots  and 
more  than  1,200  service  stations. 

Mr.  Day  said:  "In  South  Africa,  ar¬ 
mored  vehicles  without  fuel  are  equiva¬ 
lent  to  arsenals  without  ammunition. 

“With  petrol,  oil  and  grease,  however, 
they  become  war  machines,  assaulting 
the  blacks  they  profess  to  protect. 


"Having  no  oil  of  its  own,  the  South  Af¬ 
rican  regime  depends  on  Mobil  and  other 
foreign  corporations  to  supply  strategic 
imported  oil  needed  to  operate  the  po¬ 
lice-military  apparatus  used  to  pursue, 
terrorize  and  kill  the  blacks  and  other 
enemies  of  apartheid.” 

He  urged  Mobil  to  pull  its  operations 
and  products  out  of  South  Africa. 

John  Lord,  a  Mobil  spokesperson,  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service:  "We  re¬ 
spect  and  agree  with  the  objective  of  the 
groups  here  today,  namely  the  end  of 
apartheid,  which  Mobil  finds  abhorrent. 

“But  we  disagree  with  them  on  what  is 
the  best  way  to  achieve  that  objective." 

The  demonstration  was  organized  by 
the  Interfaith  Center  on  Corporate  Re¬ 
sponsibility,  which  is  related  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  USA. 

Its  executive  director,  Tim  Smith,  a 
United  Methodist  layman,  introduced 
Neo  Mnumzaha,  a  representative  of  the 
African  National  Congress,  the  best- 
known  South  African  liberation  move¬ 
ment. 

He  termed  the  demonstration  a  “time¬ 
ly  signal  assuring  South  Africa’s  major¬ 
ity  it  is  not  alone  in  its  struggle  for 
freedom." 

Those  arrested  were  taken  to  the  sta¬ 
tion  house,  where  they  were  charged 
with  disorderly  conduct  and  given  sum¬ 
monses  to  appear  in  court  Nov.  16. 

If  convicted,  they  could  be  fined. 

Seven  clergypersons  were  in  the  group 
arrested. 

Others  were  seminary  students  and 
members  of  several  unions,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Committee  on  Africa,  the  New  York 
Southern  Africa  Solidarity  Coalition  and 
the  Westchester  People’s  Action  Coali¬ 
tion. 


Bishop’s  ‘prayer  vision’ 
UMs  to  support  African 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— Bishop  Joseph  Hartzell 
had  a  vision  in  1897,  the  Rev.  John 
Kurewa  told  the  General  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry  last  week. 

While  praying  at  Old  Mutare  in  what 
was  then  British-controlled  Rhodesia,  the 
missionary  bishop  saw  Africans  who 
spoke  different  languages  converging 
from  all  directions  on  the  site,  said  Dr. 
Kurewa,  a  United  Methodist  minister  and 
secretary  of  the  Zimbabwean  Parlia¬ 
ment.  They  were  coming  to  be  educated. 

"The  vision  of  Bishop  Hartzell  keeps 
leading  us  today”  Dr.  Kurewa  said  as  ef¬ 
forts  were  formally  launched  to  win  fi¬ 
nancing  for  a  United  Methodist 
university  at  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe. 

The  98-member  board  asked  during  its 
meeting  last  week  that  the  1988  General 

Retiring  agency  boss 
chosen  as  consultant 
for  UM  Africa  effort 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— The  Rev.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter  plans  after  Jan.  1  to  focus  his  at¬ 
tention  on  winning  General  Conference 
approval  for  the  proposed  UM  university 
in  Africa. 

On  that  date  he  will  end  14  years  as 
chief  executive  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

The  agency  last  week  announced  his 
one-year  appointment,  effective  Jan.  1, 
as  consultant  to  its  Continuing  Commit¬ 
tee  on  the  African  Initiative.  The  an¬ 
nouncement  came  in  conjunction  with 
nomination  of  the  Rev.  Roger  W.  Ireson 
as  new  chief  executive  (see  UMR,  Oct.  2). 

“This  request  came  from  the  Continu¬ 
ing  Committee  to  ensure  that  we  don’t 
lose  our  momentum  and  can  maintain  the 
relationships  we  have  already  established 
with  government  leaders  in  Zimbabwe, 
African  church  leaders  and  the  partner 
universities  in  the  United  States,”  said 
Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Philadelphia 
Area),  president  of  the  board. 

Dr.  Ireson  welcomes  the  arrangement, 
Bishop  Skeete  added. 

Dr.  Trotter  said,  "I  don’t  want  to  be  in 
the  way  of  my  successor,  but  I  want  to 
be  responsible.  This  project  will  take  a 
great  deal  of  attention  between  now  and 
General  Conference.” 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


“I  pi  ead  with  you 
.  .  .This  is  the  fulfillment 
of  Christ’s  imperative  to 
go  and  teach!” 

— Bishop  de  Carvalho 
Angola  Area 

Conference  establish  a  $5-million-per- 
year  "African  Higher  Education  Initia¬ 
tive  Fund." 

If  the  fund  is  approved,  the  money 
would  be  raised  by  apportioned  assess¬ 
ments  on  each  of  United  Methodism's 
nearly  38,000  congregations. 

Half  the  funds  would  pay  for  construc¬ 
tion  and  operation  of  the  yet-to-be 
named  institution  from  1989  to  1992,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  board’s  plan. 

The  university  would  be  built  adjacent 
to  three  UM-related  facilities— Hartzell 
School,  a  hospital  and  an  orphanage— on 
600  acres  donated  by  the  Zimbabwe  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

The  other  half  of  the  money  would  es¬ 
tablish  a  permanent  endowment  fund  to 
generate  some  future  operating  income, 
the  plan  says. 

The  education  and  ministry  board  also 
took  steps  last  week  to  form  an  “Africa 
Initiative  Corporation"  in  the  United 
States.  That  agency  is  to  recruit  long- 
range  philanthropic  support  for  the  new 
school  in  the  United  States  and  abroad. 

"We  are  signaling  the  general  church 
that  we  are  not  going  to  be  coming  back 
year  after  year  for  funds,”  said  the  Rev. 
F.  Thomas  Trotter,  the  board’s  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive.  "We’re  going  to  make  this  insti¬ 
tution  as  strong  as  we  possibly  can.” 

In  that  spirit,  the  board’s  Division  of 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries  allo¬ 
cated  $50,000  a  year  to  fund  the  school's 
first  teaching  chair— in  chaplaincy  and 
pastoral  care. 

The  proposed  $20-million  funding  plan 
should  provide  the  university  with  "a 
reasonably  adequate  operating  budget” 
for  its  first  four  years.  Dr.  Trotter  said. 

The  university  is  to  be  run  by  an  18- 
member  board  of  directors.  The  educa¬ 
tion  and  ministry  board’s  Continuing 
Committee  on  the  African  Initiative  plans 
to  elect  that  panel  after  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  acts  on  the  university  proposal. 

The  directors  are  to  include  10  Afri¬ 
cans,  four  people  nominated  by  the  edu¬ 
cation  and  ministry  board,  two  people 
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NEW  YORK  CITY— The  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  a  United  Methodist  district 
superintendent  from  the  New  York  conference,  was  one  of  21  people  arrest¬ 
ed  for  acts  of  civil  disobedience  during  an  anti-apartheid  protest  at  Mobil 
Oil’s  headquarters.  Mr.  Day  and  others,  including  leaders  of  other  religious 
denominations,  locked  arms  outside  the  building’s  entrance  and  called  for 
the  oil  company  to  withdraw  all  its  business  from  South  Africa. 


Hymnal  will  include 
King  James  Version 
of  3  beloved  psalms 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— The  twenty-third 
Psalm— "The  Lord  is  my  shepherd”— 
will  appear  in  the  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist  hymnal  in  both  modern  transla¬ 
tions  and  in  the  well-known  King 
James  Version  of  the  Bible. 

Hymnal  revision  committee  mem¬ 
bers,  mindful  of  strong  feelings 
among  grassroots  United  Methodist 
about  beloved  Bible  passages,  voted 
to  include  the  King  James  Version  of 
three  familiar  psalms— 23,  24  (“The 
earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fullness 
thereof”)  and  100  ("Make  a  joyful 
noise”)— in  the  hymnal  as  well  as 
modern  translations. 

The  translations  are  based  on  the 
in-process  New  Revised  Standard 
Version  of  the  Bible,  being  done  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Hymnal  editor  Carlton  Young  said, 
“This  psalter  will  be  a  paragon  for  fu¬ 
ture  mainline  hymnals  in  terms  of 
readability,  singability  and  the  com¬ 
plete  updating  of  language.  It  is  abso¬ 
lutely  critical  to  the  worship  life  of 
our  church.” 

challenges 

university 

named  by  the  UM  mission  board  and  the 
chief  executives  of  the  two  denomina¬ 
tional  agencies. 

The  university  is  scheduled  to  open  in 
1989  with  10  students  enrolled  in  a  gradu¬ 
ate-level  school  of  theology,  the  board’s 
timetable  says. 

By  1992.  the  institution  is  expected  to 
have  300  students  enrolled  in  four  aca¬ 
demic  units:  theology,  agriculture,  edu¬ 
cation,  and  science  and  technology. 

However,  the  project  has  to  clear  sev¬ 
eral  hurdles  before  the  998  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  get  to  vote  on  it.  board 
officials  noted. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  still  must  approve  the  plans 
at  their  joint  meeting  in  December 

“I  plead  with  you  to  explain  to  any¬ 
body  with  doubts  that  this  is  the  way  to 
go  in  Africa,"  said  Bishop  Emilio  J.  M. 
de  Carvalho  (Angola  Area).  "This  is  the 
fulfillment  of  Christ's  imperative  to  go 
and  teach!" 

Africa  has  the  world’s  fastest  growing 
Christian  population.  Bishop  de  Carvalho 
said,  yet  the  church  in  Africa  lacks  facil¬ 
ities  to  train  leaders  for  the  burgeoning 
flock. 

The  Rev.  Nathan  Goto,  head  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  church  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  program,  echoed  that  message. 

"This  facility  is  absolutely  essential 
for  the  development  of  the  church  in  Af¬ 
rica  today,”  Mr.  Goto  said. 

The  growth  and  development  effort 
has  spent  $1.1  million  to  send  pastoral 
candidates  abroad  for  training,  he  said. 
If  the  denomination  had  a  university  in 
Africa,  much  of  that  money  could  be 
spent  on  the  continent. 

"It’s  important  that  members  of  this 
board  and  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  understand  that  these  projects 
are  not  in  conflict,"  Mr  Goto  said.  "They 
complement  each  other  ” 

The  idea  of  building  a  university  in  Afri¬ 
ca  originated  with  Bishop  de  Carvalho  and 
Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah  (Liberia  Area). 

In  1984,  the  two  members  of  the  edu¬ 
cation  and  ministry  board  noted  that  af¬ 
ter  150  years  of  work  in  Africa, 
Methodists  had  not  built  a  post-second- 
ary  learning  institution  on  the  continent. 
The  two  asked  the  board  to  help  African 
UM  leaders  develop  such  a  school. 

Campus  ministry 
reviving  student 
‘Jubilee’  event 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE— Nearly  200  people  have 
signed  up  so  far  to  attend  the  first  na¬ 
tional  conference  of  United  Methodist 
college  students,  campus  ministry  offi¬ 
cials  reported  last  week. 

In  all,  1,000  students  and  200  campus 
ministers  are  expected  to  attend  the  Dec. 
28-Jan.  1  rally  in  St.  Louis.  Registration 
deadline  is  Dec.  18. 

Called  “Jubilee  ’87,”  the  five-day 
event  is  designed  to  help  college-age  stu¬ 
dents  examine  their  faith  and  deepen 
their  commitment  to  living  a  Christian 
life,  said  the  Rev.  Allan  J.  Burry,  chief  of 
the  Campus  Ministry  Section  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry. 

Scheduled  activities  include  41  work¬ 
shops  on  spiritual  growth  and  leadership 
development,  39  sessions  on  internation¬ 
al  social  issues  and  17  meetings  on  how 
students  can  combine  their  faith  with 
what  they  are  learning  in  the  classroom. 

In  addition,  students  are  to  participate 
in  small-group  Bible  studies  and  experi¬ 
ence  different  forms  of  worship,  said  the 
Rev.  Helen  R.  Neinast,  another  campus 
ministry  staff  member. 

Services  are  to  feature  story  telling, 
multimedia  presentations,  pantomime 
and  special  music,  she  said.  Scheduled 
preachers  include  Bishop  Leontine  T.  C. 
Kelly  (San  Francisco  Area),  former  chief 
UM  evangelism  executive. 

"Jubilee  ’87”  marks  the  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  first  national  Methodist  stu¬ 
dent  rally,  said  Larry  Dunlap-Berg, 
conference  coordinator.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  not  sponsored  a 
student  conference  since  the  denomina¬ 
tion  was  formed  in  1968,  he  noted. 
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‘People  bring  people’  to  fuel  fast  growth  at  Frazer 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

MONTGOMERY,  Ala.— A  friend  invit¬ 
ed  Jackie  Butterbaugh  to  Frazer  Memo¬ 
rial  United  Methodist  Church  last  year. 

"I  resisted  coming  for  a  long  time,” 
said  Ms.  Butterbaugh,  a  nurse.  "I  grew 
up  a  Baptist  and  I  didn’t  know  what  a 
Methodist  was." 

But  when  she  finally  visited  one  of 
United  Methodism’s  fastest  growing  con¬ 
gregations,  Ms.  Butterbaugh  said  she  felt 
the  welcoming  love  and  acceptance  of  a 
Christ-centered  community  the  moment 
she  arrived. 

A  few  more  weeks  of  visiting,  getting 
to  know  people  in  the  4,800-member  con¬ 
gregation  and  hearing  sermons  by  the 
Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison  overcame  what 
Ms.  Butterbaugh  called  her  “distrust  of 
other  denominations. 

"I  came  to  understand  that  it  wasn’t 
important  whether  you  sprinkle  or  sub¬ 
merge  [to  baptize],”  she  said.  “The  main 
thing  is  that  the  truth  is  preached  here 
and  Christ  is  working  in  people’s  lives.” 

Ms.  Butterbaugh’s  story  is  not  unique. 
She  was  one  of  727  people  who  joined 
Frazer  during  1986.  Others  relate  similar 
reasons  for  becoming  part  of  “the  Fra¬ 
zer  family.” 

Members  invite  visitors 

Eighty-five  percent  of  Frazer’s  new  peo¬ 
ple  were  invited  by  members  excited  by 
what  they  experience  at  the  church,  said 
Dr.  Mathison,  senior  pastor  since  1972. 

"People  bring  people,”  Dr.  Mathison 
said.  “They  invite  people  at  work,  the 
grocery  store,  the  tennis  court— natural 
places  of  contact.  If  people  are  excited 
about  something,  they  will  invite  others 
to  share  it.” 

That  excitement  is  obvious.  People  in 
all  program  areas  of  the  church  eagerly 
talk  about  their  church  experiences,  how 
Christ  is  working  in  their  lives  and  their 
individual  calls  to  ministry. 

“This  is  the  most  amazing  church 


we’ve  been  associated  with,”  said  Berry 
Johnson,  a  Frazer  member  for  seven 
years.  “When  I  found  Frazer,  I  found 
warmth  and  love  for  people  and  newcom¬ 
ers  that  I  don’t  find  in  an  ordinary  church. 

“I  found  that  when  I  meet  new  people, 
it’s  very  easy  to  invite  them.  People 
want  to  belong  to  something  others  are 
enthusiastic  over.  We  find  it  very  easy  to 
be  enthusiastic  here.” 

Terry  Taylor,  chairman  of  Frazer’s 
administrative  board  during  1986,  said, 
“I  don’t  know  of  anywhere  that  has  more 
ministries  that  allow  me  to  use  my  gifts 
for  the  Lord.” 

150  ministries  conducted 

Church  members  participate  in  more 
than  150  “ministries”  (activities  to  serve 
the  congregation  or  witness  for  Christ  in 
the  world).  More  than  2,500  laypeople 
volunteered  their  time  to  specific  minis¬ 
tries  during  1986. 

Those  ministries  range  from  giving  a 
half  day  a  week  to  work  in  the  church  of¬ 
fice  for  a  year  to  directing  parking-lot  traf¬ 
fic  between  the  three  morning  services. 

In  addition,  church  members  have  or¬ 
ganized  and  now  support  a  predominant¬ 
ly  black  UM  mission  congregation  on 
another  side  of  town,  provide  financial 
counseling  and  a  job  exchange  service 
for  people  in  the  community,  run  a  pris¬ 
on  ministry,  and  provide  a  food  pantry 
and  clothes  closet  for  needy  people. 

Last  year  the  congregation  sent  mis¬ 
sion  teams  to  Ecuador  and  Kenya. 

“Everything  happens  in  the  life  of  the 
church  through  volunteers,”  Dr.  Mathi¬ 


son  said.  The  job  of  the  eight  full-time 
program  staff  members  is  to  “educate, 
motivate  and  train  laity  for  ministry  and 
then  turn  them  loose,”  he  added. 

Staff  members  are  not  hired  to  do 
ministry,  he  said.  They  are  hired  to  train 
laypeople  to  do  ministry. 

When  people  join  the  church,  they  know 
they  are  expected  to  volunteer  in  some 
part  of  the  church  and  become  involved 
in  a  small  group,  Dr.  Mathison  said. 

That’s  because  no  one  joins  Frazer 
without  attending  a  new-member  orien¬ 
tation,  Dr.  Mathison  said.  The  service 
and  financial  obligations  of  church  mem¬ 
bership  are  made  clear  there. 

"We  tell  them  to  pray  to  see  what  their 
gifts  are  and  then  pick  where  they  want 
to  serve,”  he  said. 

A  member  serves  in  only  one  ministry 
a  year,  Dr.  Mathison  said.  That  commit¬ 
ment  can  be  changed  or  renewed  annual¬ 
ly  during  an  every-member  money  and 
time  pledge  visitation. 

“If  no  one  volunteers  [for  a  project], 
then  it  is  obvious  that  God  has  not  called 
us  to  be  in  that  area  of  ministry,"  he  said. 

Ministries  that  matter 

To  get  people  excited  about  putting 
their  faith  into  practice,  the  church  must 
provide  “ministries  that  matter,"  Dr. 
Mathison  said. 

“People  aren’t  interested  in  mainte¬ 
nance  ministries,"  he  said.  “They’re  in¬ 
terested  in  meeting  the  needs  of  other 
people.  All  the  programs  at  this  church 
are  here  to  meet  needs.” 

A  faith-based  desire  to  meet  needs  cre¬ 
ates  Frazer’s  sense  of  mission,  Dr.  Mathi¬ 
son  said.  “That  [mission]  work  doesn’t 
happen  [only]  on  Sundays,”  he  added. 

Nevertheless,  a  lot  of  people  are  in¬ 
volved  each  Sunday  as  well.  The  three 
morning  worship  services  attract  around 
3,100  people,  including  700  visitors, 
church  records  show.  More  than  600  reg¬ 
ularly  attend  the  evening  service. 

The  9:30  a.m.  service  is  broadcast  on  a 


MONTGOMERY,  Ala.— Members  of  Frazer  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  wait  to  board  a  shuttle  bus  to  a 
remote  parking  site.  The  church  doesn’t  have  enough  parking  space  on  its  own  property  for  the  Sunday  morning 
crowds.  Therefore,  it  contracts  for  parking  space  with  a  shopping  mall  down  the  street.  A  church  bus  ferries  people 
to  and  from  the  lot  between  the  three  morning  services. 


CLASSIFIED 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

ENROLL  NOW  FOR  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 
Seminar  at  SL  Louis,  attend  sessions,  daily  briefings 
by  Conference  leadership.  Contact  Perkins  School  of 
theology  Continuing  Education  (214)  692-2251. 

TELEVISION  CONSULTANTS.  INC  — 16  years 
experience  specializing  in  custom  design  and  in¬ 
stallation  of  equipment.  5825  Youree.  Shreve¬ 
port,  La.  71105  or  call  (318)  226-8776.  Ask  for 
Jack  Easterwood. 

FREE:  OFFICIAL  DIRECTORY  National  Associ¬ 
ation  United  Methodist  Evangelists:  also  Holy 
Land  tour  brochure  January  17-27,  1988  ($1,280). 
Write  evangelist  Jack  Gray.  1212  Josey  Lane  #375, 
Carrollton.  TX  75006. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  of  Christian  Counsel- 
ors:  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publications  and 
certificate.  Write:  Dr  Joseph  Dunn.  AACC.  PO  Box 
55712.  Jackson.  MS  39216  (601)  981-2180. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 
Fill  your  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a 
professional  church  musician  from  our  list  Free 
service  to  churches.  Church  Musicians'  National 
Referral  Service.  Dept.  18.  PO  Box  36.  Huntington. 
WV  25706-0036. 

ADOPTION:  Warm,  loving,  married  couple  wish  to 
adopt  a  newborn  baby  All  expenses  paid.  Attorney  in- 
volved.  R.P..  P.O.  Box  832.  Bowling  Green.  OH  43402 

LISTS  OF  NEW  MOVERS  now  available  nation¬ 
wide  and  in  your  area.  Monthly  service:  new  lists 
and  labels.  (817)268-4220. 

FOR  SALE:  1962  GMC  40-passenger  bus.  Model 
4106  Over  The  Road  Coach:  a/c,  manual  transmis¬ 
sion.  baggage  compartments,  good  mechanical 
condition.  For  information  contact  Mike  Sojourner 
(713)  342-4852.  St.  John's  United  Methodist  Church. 
PO  Box  1008.  Richmond.  TX  77469. 

ROBES  AVAILABLE.  Dark  red  choir  robes  in 
good  condition.  Cost  of  shipping  only  charge  to 
church  desiring  them.  Contact  Gerald  Smith.  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  1630  Hinman.  Evanston, 

IL  60201. 

ATTENTION  MAINE  AND  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
Conference  clergy— past  and  present.  November 

30. 1987  will  be  the  final  date  that  you  can  correct, 
for  pension  purposes,  your  ministerial  service  re¬ 
cord.  The  Joint  Distributing  Committee  for  the 
merging  conference  must  have  all  records  correct 
and  closed  prior  to  January  1988  in  order  to  pre¬ 
sent  to  the  General  Board  of  Pensions  an  accurate 
statement  of  its  years  of  responsibility.  If  you  are 
not  sure  that  your  record  is  correct,  contact  the 
appropriate  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  chair: 

Dr.  Alan  Leathers.  7  Gladys  Road.  Cape  Elizabeth, 
Maine  04107  or  The  Rev.  David  W.  Polhemus.  382 
Union  Avenue.  Laconia.  NH  03246. 

NON-RESIDENT  DEGREE  PROGRAMS  IN  theol¬ 
ogy  and  related  subjects.  The  Division  of  Theology 
of  Fairfax  University  offers  off-campus  guided 
study  programs  leading  to  Bachelor,  Master,  Doc¬ 
torate  degrees,  to  people  aged  25  -  Advanced 
credits  for  appropriate  prior  academic/ life  experi¬ 
ence.  Interdenominational/nonsectarian.  Highly 
credentialed  faculty.  Low  tuition.  Free  catalogue: 
The-dean.  Fairfax  University.  2900  Engergy  Centre, 
New  Orleans.  LA  70163-2900.  (504)  585-7303. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/ORGANIST  needed  for 
2.000-member  church.  Full-range  program.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to.  Cape  Coral  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
4118  Coronado  Parkway.  Cape  Coral.  FL  33904. 

POSITION  OPEN  BETHANY  SERVICE  Center, 
shelter  for  homeless,  emergency  food  and  commu¬ 
nity  service  agency,  seeks  director.  Salary  $21- 
24.000  Administration,  fund  raising,  grant  prep., 
skills  required.  Committed  to  Judeo-Christian  val¬ 
ues.  Spanish  fluency  desirable  Application  dead¬ 
line  11/10/87.  Send  to:  Bethany  Service  Center.  407 
Baker  St..  Bakersfield.  CA  93305 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  Young 
Adult  Ministries.  College  degree  in  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  desired.  Background  in  music  preferred. 
Send  resume  to:  Rev  Ed  Weinrich.  P.O.  Box  1125. 
Tavares.  FL  32778. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  full-time. 
2.200-member  church:  growing  Chicago  suburb. 
Resume:  Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  300  E. 
Gartner.  Naperville.  IL  60540. 


EMERGENCY  NEED  FOR  SURGEONS:  Certified 
surgeons  for  emergency  response  in  Mozambique. 
Negotiated  terms  6  months  acceptable.  Commit¬ 
ted  Christian  who  can  work  in  warlike  situation. 
Contact:  Mission  Personnel  Resources,  GBGM. 
(800)  654-5929. 


LARGE.  EXCITING  CHURCH  SEEKING  director 
of  families,  singles,  and  youth  ministries.  Experi¬ 
ence  required.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  121 
Wisconsin  Avenue.  Waukesha.  WI  53186.  Thomas 
Raber  (414)  542-4256 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  sought 
for  1.000-member  church.  Job  description  avail¬ 
able:  salary  negotiable  Send  letter  of  inquiry  and 
resume  to  Dr.  Dan  G.  Johnson.  Indian  River  City 
United  Methodist  Church.  1355  Cheney  Highway. 
Titusville.  FL.32780. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  needed  for  2.800  +  mem¬ 
ber  church  in  Albany.  Georgia.  Program  includes 
choirs  for  all  ages:  handbells  Master's  with  expe¬ 
rience  preferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Write  Search 
Committee.  Porterfield  United  Methodist  Church, 
2200  Dawson  Road.  Albany.  GA  31707 


CAMP  MANAGER  Epworth  Springs  Camp  in  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Conference.  Full-time  position  with 
lodging  and  other  benefits.  For  application,  con¬ 
tact  Reverend  Steve  Anderson,  P.O.  Box  515, 
Bloomington.  IL  61702-0515.  (309)828-5092.  Applica- 
tlons  accepted  through  October  30. 1987, 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education/ 
Minister  of  Youth  for  1. 800-member  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Skills  and  experience  with  youth  and 
young  adults,  negotiable  salary  and  benefits.  Send 
photo  and  resume  to  Don  T.  Johnson.  Box  502.  Altus. 
OK  73522,  or  call  (405)  482-0795 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  available  at 
Heritage  UMC.  Gearwater,  FL.  Competitive  salary 
commensurate  with  experience/ qualifications. 
Send  resumes  to  2680  Landmark  Dr  ,  Clearwater. 
FL  34621.  Applications  due  by  November 


UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  (San  Francisco 
area)  is  seeking  to  employ  a  full-time  communica¬ 
tions  consultant  for  print  and  electronic  media/ 
editor  for  conference  newspaper  For  job  descrip¬ 
tion  write.  Douglas  McCoy.  Search  Committee. 
P.O.  Box  50301.  Reno.  Nevada  89513.  Application 
deadline:  December  1.  1987  Equal  opportunity,  af- 
firmative  action  employer. 


FOR  SALE.  Beautiful  morocco  leather-bound  set 
of  'The  Interpreter's  Bible.”  Still  boxed.  Excellent 
condition.  Only  $795.  Call  (402)234-4895  Not  many 
made.  Great  gift. 


SKI  NEW  MEXICO:  Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Angel 
Fire.  Beautiful  Christian  home  specializes  in 
church  groups.  Boys  and  girls  dorms.  Sponsors 
rooms.  4  •/>  baths.  2  fireplaces.  Call  for  information 
and  brochures:  (505)  377-6380  or  (505)  377-3122. 


PERKINS  INTERN  PROGRAM  invites  applica¬ 
tions  for  two  open  positions  as  Associate  or  Assis¬ 
tant  Director  of  the  Intern  Program.  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  SMU.  Dallas.  Texas  75275. 
Nontenurable  faculty  status,  salary  negotiable. 
Duties  include  supervision,  counseling  ministerial 
interns,  evaluating  their  performance,  capabili¬ 
ties.  and  progress,  training  lay  supervisory  com¬ 
mittees.  administrative  assistance  to  the  director, 
research,  participation  in  Perkins  community  and 
the  university.  Qualifications  M.  Div.  or  equiva¬ 
lent.  experience  in  church,  theological  studies,  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Desirable:  other  ad¬ 
vanced  degrees,  knowledge  of  the  Southwest,  con¬ 
versational  Spanish,  interethnic  perspective,  skills 
and  abilities  complimentary  to  staff  colleagues. 
Send  application  or  inquiry  by  December  1  to:  Sec¬ 
retary.  Intern  Search  Committee.  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  or  call  (214)  692-3371  for  details. 
Southern  Methodist  University  is  an  affirmative 
action  Title  IX/ equal  opportunity  employer 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  Wesley  House  Commu¬ 
nity  Center.  Key  West.  Florida.  Deadline  Novem¬ 
ber  15  Contact  Doran  Porter.  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  370, 
New  York.  NY  10115 


ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR.  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries.  Alabama-West  Florida  Conference. 
Person  needs  to  be  well  trained  and  adept  in  all  ar¬ 
eas  of  Christian  Education.  Communications  skills 
helpful.  Please  send  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Dr. 
Roy  Sublette.  P.O.  Box  700,  Andalusia.  AL  36420. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Children's  Ministries. 
Salary  commensurate  with  training  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  to  Marvin  United  Methodist 
Church.  300  W  Erwin.  Tyler.  TX  75702. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULT 
Ministries.  Clergy  or  layperson  needed  for  dynam¬ 
ic  3.700-member  FUMC.  Colorado  Springs.  Varied 
ministry  program  camping  and  retreats  at 
church-owned  lodge,  ski  trips,  mission  trips.  Expe¬ 
rience  required  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to 
Dr.  Steve  Burnett.  420  N.  Nevada  Ave.,  Colorado 
Springs.  CO  80903 


ALDERSGATE  250th  ANNIVERSARY.  London  plus 
South  Wales  and  Cornwall  (May  14-26.  1988)  13  days 
complete  $1,858.  Ireland  add-on  option.  Some  space 
available.  Free  brochure.  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger.  241  E. 
Third  St..  Media.  PA  19063.  (215)  566-5987  (-3172). 


ALASKA  CRUISE.  Save  $400.  14  days,  low  group 
fares  beginning  at  $1,936  (double).  July  3. 1988.  Write 
or  call  Dr  Hugh  Lake.  Trinity  UMC.  3200  Manatee 
Ave.  W„  Bradenton.  FL  34205,  (813)  747-3704. 


EXPLORE  CHINA  1988  with  Mrs  Iweeta  McIn¬ 
tosh.  15-day  March  6  departure.  China  plus  Hong 
Kong.  Details.  3028  Fondren  Dr..  Dallas.  TX  75205. 
(214)  696-9868 


VISIT  ENGLAND'S  METHODIST  SHRINES  in 

1988.  250th  anniversary  of  Aldersgate.  Ten-day 
trip  includes  time  in  Holland  for  canals  and  tulip 
fields  April  4-13  inclusive.  Cost:  $1,298  from  Hous¬ 
ton  For  additional  information  contact  Rev.  Joe 
Fort.  Box  1385.  Crosby.  Texas  77532. 


EDITOR  WANTED:  Editor.  South  Carolina  United 
Methodist  Advocate.  Columbia.  SC  as  of  July  1. 1988. 
Journalism,  management  skills,  theological  perspec¬ 
tive  required.  Send  resume  by  Dec.  1.  1987  to:  Dr.Ed 
Ellis.  P.O.  Box  456.  Bennettsville.  SC  29512. 


MAINTENANCE  SUPERVISOR:  Skilled  in  all 
phases  of  building  maintenance  with  supervisory 
experience;  Workcamp  Coordinator.  Maintenance 
and  construction  skills,  good  organization,  commu¬ 
nications  and  public  relations  ability  required.  Red 
Bird  Mission.  Beverly.  KY  (606)  337-3300. 


MONTGOMERY,  Ala. 


The  Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison,  senior  pastor,  stands  in  front  of  a  120-voice  adult  choir  to 
deliver  a  sermon.  Associate  Minister  Earl  Andrews  (left)  and  Minister  of  Music  Joe  Pat  Cox  (right)  flank  him.  Fra¬ 
zer’s  four  Sunday  services  attract  about  3,700  worshipers  each  week. 


local  radio  station.  The  11  a.m.  service  is 
seen  on  a  local  television  station  and  on 
the  Baptist-owned  American  Christian 
Television  Service  cable  network. 

Sunday  programs  for  single  adults  at¬ 
tract  more  than  400  participants  each 
week,  Frazer  officials  said. 

The  church  school  serves  more  than  600 
youngsters,  ages  3  through  12,  each  Sun¬ 
day,  said  Betty  Henry,  director  of  chil¬ 
dren’s  ministries.  Another  350  children, 
ages  2  and  younger,  fill  the  nursery. 

Membership  increases  8  times 

During  Dr.  Mathison’s  15-year  term  as 
senior  pastor,  Frazer’s  membership  has 
grown  eightfold— from  609  in  1972  to 
4,808  in  1986. 

A  General  Board  of  Discipleship  study 
showed  that  only  one  other  congrega¬ 
tion— Ben  Hill  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Atlanta— matched  Frazer’s  net  mem¬ 
bership  growth  between  1980  and  1985. 
Each  congregation  saw  its  membership 
totals  swell  by  2,038. 

"The  number  who  join  is  not  as  impor¬ 
tant  as  how  many  are  active  a  year  from 
now,"  Dr.  Mathison  said.  “Our  command 
is  to  make  disciples,  not  go  get  church 
members. 

“The  task  of  the  church  is  to  bring  peo¬ 
ple  to  a  point  of  decision  where  rebirth 

Frazer  Memorial 
shares  growth  tips 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

MONTGOMERY,  Ala. — Frazer  Memo¬ 
rial  United  Methodist  Church’s  staff  freely 
shares  the  approaches  to  ministry  that 
have  made  Frazer  one  of  the  fastest  grow¬ 
ing  congregations  in  United  Methodism. 

Around  800  people  a  year  come  to  Ala¬ 
bama’s  capital  to  study  how  Frazer’s 
membership  has  grown  more  than  800 
percent  since  1972. 

In  February  and  August  of  each  year, 
staff  members  offer  a  weekend  church- 
growth  seminar.  The  next  session  is  slat¬ 
ed  for  Feb.  20-21. 

On  Saturday  of  each  seminar,  staff 
members  explain  how  aspects  of  the 
church  program  work,  including  every- 
member  commitment,  lay  involvement, 
evangelism,  youth  ministry,  children’s 
ministry,  single  adult  ministry  and  mu¬ 
sic  ministry. 

On  Sunday  the  400  or  so  participants  in 
each  training  session  “experience  it,” 
said  the  Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison,  senior 
pastor. 

“We’re  not  doing  anything  special,” 
Dr.  Mathison  said.  “But  we’re  willing  to 
show  what  is  working  for  us.” 

The  seminars,  which  have  a  $30  regis¬ 
tration  fee,  carry  continuing  education 
credit  from  the  Alabama-West  Florida 
Annual  Conference. 

More  information  is  available  from 
the  church  at  6000  Atlanta  Highway, 
Montgomery,  Ala.  36117,  telephone  (205) 
272-8622. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


takes  place  and  then  nurture  them 
through  study  and  service  into  a  repro¬ 
ducing  disciple  of  Christ.” 

Congregational  records,  maintained 
weekly  by  volunteers,  show  that  around 
11  percent  of  the  members  are  consid¬ 
ered  “inactive.”  That  means  they  have 
not  been  in  worship  in  the  past  six  weeks, 
Dr.  Mathison  said. 

Church  members  work  to  keep  people 
active,  said  E’Wanna  Thompson,  a  part- 
time  evangelism  worker.  People  who 
miss  worship  three  weeks  in  a  row  re¬ 
ceive  a  call  from  a  Telephone  Commit¬ 
tee  member.  Callers  say  they  have 
missed  the  person  and  hope  to  see  them 
in  church  the  next  week. 

Once  a  person  misses  six  weeks  in  a 
row,  Mrs.  Thompson  said,  he  or  she  is 
visited  by  a  lay  calling  team  and  eventu¬ 
ally  a  member  of  the  ministerial  staff. 

“We  feel  if  they  haven’t  come  back 
within  six  months,  we’ve  lost  them,”  she 
said. 

Ed  Emfinger,  a  member  since  1957, 
recalled  that  Frazer’s  membership  pic¬ 
ture  was  not  always  so  bright.  In  1968  the 
congregation,  named  for  a  former  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  in  the  Alabama- 
West  Florida  conference,  faced  closure. 

An  interstate  highway  interchange 
took  the  church’s  original  site  near 
downtown  Montgomery,  destroying 
much  of  the  neighborhood  and  scattering 


Search  underway  for  new 
executive  of  church  agency 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— Bishop 
Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  of  San  Francisco 
is  leading  a  nine-member  search  com¬ 
mittee  to  find  a  successor  to  Haviland  C. 
Houston  as  chief  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

Dr.  Houston  announced  earlier  this 
year  she  will  not  seek  re-election  to  the 
post.  Board  director  W.  Astor  Kirk,  a 
management  consultant  and  layman 
from  Suitland,  Md.  serving  as  interim 
general  secretary,  has  said  he  will  not  be 
a  candidate  for  the  position. 

The  committee  plans  to  bring  a  nomi¬ 
nee  to  the  board’s  February,  1988,  meet¬ 
ing.  Applications  may  be  gotten  by 
writing:  Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly, 
chairperson  GBCS  Search  Committee, 
California-Nevada  Annual  Conference, 
P.O.  Box  467,  San  Francisco,  Calif.  94101. 

Rural  sociologists  receive 
honors  for  farm  crisis  studies 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS)— Two  rural  sociol¬ 
ogists  specializing  in  the  farm  crisis  will 
receive  the  annual  Ball  Award  from  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action, 
an  independent  caucus  within  United 
Methodism. 

The  award  was  presented  to  William 
and  Judith  Heffernan,  who  teach  and  do 
research  at  the  University  of  Missouri  in 
Columbia,  They  also  operate  a  400-acre 


many  members  of  the  congregation  who 
used  to  live  there,  Mr.  Emfinger  said. 

The  congregation  moved  in  November 
1968  to  a  rural  5-acre  parcel  purchased 
by  the  conference  Board  of  Missions  east 
of  Montgomery,  he  said. 

Dr.  Mathison  noted  that  until  recent 
years,  Frazer’s  location  was  a  disadvan¬ 
tage  for  attracting  members  because  it 
was  beyond  the  areas  of  residential  de¬ 
velopment. 

“People  usually  don’t  drive  out  to  a 
church,”  he  said.  “But  now  the  city  is 
growing  beyond  us.  That  means  our  fu¬ 
ture  [for  large  growth]  is  in  front  of  us." 

Members  of  the  congregation  such  as 
Ms.  Butterbaugh  are  dedicated  to  bring¬ 
ing  in  the  church’s  new  neighbors. 

"The  minister  talks  about  so  many  ‘un¬ 
churched’  people  in  our  city,”  Ms.  But¬ 
terbaugh  said.  “It  put  a  burden  on  my 
heart.  Wherever  I  go  I  look  for  people  to 
invite.  I  think  all  of  us  do.” 

“The  Church  Aflame”  series  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  feature  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  of  all  sizes  anywhere  in  the  church 
that  are  growing  numerically,  shoulder¬ 
ing  their  fair  share  of  the  denomination's 
financial  obligations  and  offering  out¬ 
standing  ministries  in  their  communities. 
Readers  are  invited  to  suggest  names  of 
congregations  which  deserve  to  be  fea¬ 
tured.  Write  “ The  Church  Aflame,”  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275. 


farm  on  which  they  grow  row  crops. 

The  award  is  named  for  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Lee  M.  Ball.  He  was  a  longtime  fed¬ 
eration  executive  secretary. 

During  the  early  days  of  the  farm  cri¬ 
sis  the  Heffernans  gathered  considerable 
data  on  the  impact  of  the  crisis  on  fam¬ 
ilies  and  led  church  workshops  to  help 
farm  families  understand  the  causes  and 
the  multiple  effects  of  the  crisis.  They 
are  members  of  Prairie  Chapel,  a  rural 
ministry  outside  Columbia  related  to 
both  the  United  Methodist  and  Presby¬ 
terian  churches. 

Agency  seeks  to  collect 
immigration  rights  data 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— The  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  has 
recommended  that  it  serve  as  a  deposi¬ 
tory  for  the  documentation  of  any  civil 
or  human-rights  abuses  that  result  from 
the  implementation  of  the  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Reform  and  Control 
Act  of  1986. 

The  documentation  would  be  shared 
with  the  General  Boards  of  Church  and 
Society  and  Global  Ministries  for  follow¬ 
up,  an  agency  official  said. 

Commission  officials  also  requested 
they  receive  any  information  that  would 
help  the  denomination  be  more  support¬ 
ive  of  people  who  are  helping  undocu¬ 
mented  aliens. 

The  commission  is  the  monitoring  and 
advocacy  agent  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  on  behalf  of  racial  justice. 


the  church  today 


4 Catch  The  Spirit’  special  will  spotlight 
UMCOR  work  with  Bolivian  children 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Mix  breathtaking  Ande¬ 
an  scenery,  laughing  Aymara  children, 
two  dedicated  health  workers  and  a  life- 
giving  formula,  and  you  have  the  chief 
ingredients  of  the  second  prime-time 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  television  special. 

“The  Spirit  Is  Alive  in  Bolivia!”  to  be 
shown  Nov.  14  at  9:30  p.m.  (EST)  on  the 
CBN  Cable  Network,  features  the  work 
of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR). 

To  get  the  story,  a  United  Methodist 
Communications  film  crew  traveled  to 
the  high  plains  of  Bolivia,  where  one 
child  in  five  dies  before  reaching  the  age 
of  6. 

Crew  members  accompanied  two 
health  technicians  from  Andean  Rural 
Health  Care  on  their  monthly  visit  to  the 
village  of  Mollepongo  to  watch  as  the 
paramedics  taught  mothers  the  impor¬ 


tance  of  immunization,  growth  monitor¬ 
ing,  breast-feeding  and  oral  rehydration 
in  saving  the  lives  of  their  babies. 

The  special  also  features  Bolivian 
Methodist  Bishop  Eugenio  Poma,  whose 
church  is  growing  10  percent  each  year. 
He  explains  that,  since  1928,  United 
Methodist  missionaries  have  done  health 
work  and  education  in  his  country. 

Today,  the  church  gives  priority  to 
children. 

Norma  Kehrberg,  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  relief  agency,  describes  how 
her  agency  supports  child  survival  ef¬ 
forts,  not  only  in  Bolivia,  but  in  Nepal, 
Burma,  Kenya  and  elsewhere. 

Such  programs,  she  points  out,  rescue 
some  of  the  40,000  children  who  daily 
otherwise  die  from  malnutrition. 

This  program  is  one  of  three  “Catch 
the  Spirit”  prime-time  specials  to  be 
shown  on  CBN.  The  first,  on  Africa,  aired 


in  October.  The  third,  “The  Spirit  Is 
Alive  in  China !  ”  is  scheduled  for  Dec.  12. 

The  specials  are  made  possible  by 
grants  from  the  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry,  UMCOR,  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  China  Program,  the 
Foundation  for  Theological  Education  in 
Southeast  Asia,  the  American  Bible  Soci¬ 
ety,  Park  Avenue  Methodist  Church 
Trust  Fund  (New  York)  and  Western 
North  Carolina  and  Southwest  Texas  an¬ 
nual  conferences,  as  well  as  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

The  programs  are  closed-captioned  for 
the  hearing-impaired,  and  a  study  guide 
has  been  included  in  United  Methodist 
Communications’  fall  mailing  to  every 
United  Methodist  pastor. 

“The  Spirit  Is  Alive  in  Bolivia!”  will 
also  be  shown  Dec.  6  on  the  regular 
weekly  “Catch  the  Spirit’’  networks: 
BET,  ACTS,  AVN  and  CTNA. 
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Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Ministry  and  Benevolence  Budget  —  1988 


‘Celebrating  the  250th  Anniversary  of  the  Aldersgate  Experience’ 


I.  LOCAL  CHURCH  PROGRAM  AND 
MINISTRY:  $38,250,000 
The  work  of  the  local  churches  is  basic 
to  program  and  ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  In  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  last  year,  the  average  local 
church  spent  85  cents  of  each  dollar  in 
the  program  and  ministry  of  the  local 
church.  Of  this,  25  cents  went  for  indebted¬ 
ness  on  buildings  and  improvements  of 
property;  28  cents  was  used  to  care  for 
the  church  school  program  and  current 
expenses  such  as  church  staff,  insurance, 
utilities  and  office  expenses;  24  cents 
was  used  for  local  church  ministerial 
support,  and  8  cents  was  used  for  local 
church  benevolence  programs.  The  re¬ 
maining  15  cents  goes  beyond  the  local 
church  and  is  reflected  in  the  items 
shown  below. 

II.  MINISTERIAL  SUPPORT  OTHER 
THAN  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

1987  1988 

1.  Pension  Fund  $700,000  $700,000 

Pension  funds  are  the  source  of 
pensions  for  retired  ministers  and 
surviving  spouses  of  retired  ministers 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

2.  District  Superin¬ 
tendents  Fund  $580,000  $600,000 

Out  of  this  fund,  the  Conference 
pays  the  salaries,  utilities,  travel, 
MPP/CPP  pension  payments,  one- 
half  hospitalization  insurance  and 
other  miscellaneous  expenses  of  the 
nine  district  superintendents  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

3.  Episcopal  Fund  $102,000  $110,000 

This  fund  provides  for  the  adminis¬ 
trative  costs,  salaries,  expenses  and 
pensions  of  the  Bishops  of  the  Church. 

4.  Equitable  Salary 

Fund  $  40,000  $  55,000 

Proceeds  from  this  fund  go  to  un¬ 
derwrite  the  minimum  salary  scale 
for  pastors  of  the  Conference,  thus 
guaranteeing  a  minimum  wage  for  all 
ministers  who  are  full-time.  This  in¬ 
cludes  a  new  $15,000  per  year  to 
make  possible  grants  to  small 
churches  to  help  with  the  moving  ex¬ 
penses  of  ministers  who  move  after 
one  year  or  two  years  in  an  appoint¬ 
ment. 

5.  Temporary  Gener¬ 
al  Aid  Fund  $  10,000  $  10,000 

Over  a  period  of  several  years,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  merged  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  order  to  eliminate 
separate  racial  structures.  The 
Church  at  large  assumed  an  obliga¬ 
tion  to  help  the  annual  conferences 
involved  with  their  financial  re¬ 
sponsibilities  for  pensions  and  mini¬ 
mum  salaries.  The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  receives  over  $50,000 
each  year  from  the  General  Church 
Fund  for  our  Pension  and  Equitable 
Salary  Conference  programs. 

III.  CONNECTIONAL  ADMINISTRA¬ 
TION  FUNDS 

1.  Interdenomination¬ 
al  Fund  $  19,500  $  19,500 


The  monies  received  through  this 
fund  go  to  support  those  General 
Church  activities  which  are  ecumeni¬ 
cal  in  nature.  This  is  United  Method¬ 
ism  in  mission  with  other  Christian 
communions  witnessing  to  the  world. 

2.  Genera]  Adminis¬ 
tration  Fund  $  51,000  $51,000 

This  fund  underwrites  ministries 
essential  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  These  include  the  cost  of 
holding  the  General  Conference,  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration,  the  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Archives  and  History  and 
other  such  funds  necessary  for  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  General  Church. 

3.  Jurisdictional 

Fund  $  19,000  $  19,000 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  of 
which  we  are  a  part,  supports  an  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Secretary,  the  work  of  the  Ju¬ 
risdictional  Council  on  Ministries  and 
other  jurisdictional  committees,  and 
councils  from  the  income  received 
from  this  fund.  The  fund  also  pays  the 
cost  of  the  Jurisdictional  Conference 
and  the  expenses  of  the  delegates  to 
the  Conference. 

4.  Louisiana  Confer¬ 

ence  Administra¬ 
tive  Funds  $470,000  $470,000 

This  fund  is  used  primarily  for  the 
operation  and  the  function  of  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  the  joint  office  ex¬ 
pense,  the  Episcopal  Committee, 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Pro¬ 
gram  Expense  Fund.  United  Method¬ 
ist  Foundation  expenses,  upkeep  and 
maintenance  of  Area  Office  Building, 
etc.,  and  other  such  items  that  are 
necessary  for  the  operation  of  the  en¬ 
tire  Conference. 

5.  District  Adminis¬ 
trative  Funds  $415,000  $430,000 

Each  district  apportions  a  district 
budget  that  includes  upkeep  and 
maintenance  of  district  parsonages, 
district  office  expenses,  and  special 
district  missions  and  ministries. 

IV.  APPORTIONED  BENEVOLENCES 

1.  World  Service  and 
Conference  Benev¬ 
olences  $843,000  $883,000 

a.  The  World  Service  Fund  represents 
the  basic  program  and  the  benevo¬ 
lence  fund  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Through  the  World  Service 
Fund,  every  church  member  may 
participate  in  thousands  of  minis¬ 
tries  carried  on  in  mission  fields 
around  the  world  by  our  denomina¬ 
tion  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  In 
addition  to  this,  it  provides  support 
for  most  general  agencies  of  our 
church.  For  1988,  the  World  Service 
share  is  76.9  percent  or  $679,000. 

b.  Louisiana  Conference  Benevolence 
Fund  is  the  basic  fund  that  under¬ 
writes  the  program  costs  of  the  An-  * 
nual  Conference.  Items  included  in 
this  budget  are  the  program  boards 


and  agencies  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  other  items  of  importance 
to  the  life  of  the  Conference  as  a 
whole.  For  1988,  the  Conference  Be¬ 
nevolence  share  is  23.1  percent  or 
$204,000. 

2.  Ministerial  Educa¬ 
tion  Fund  $285,000  $292,000 

Monies  received  here  provide  a 
way  to  prepare  tomorrow’s  ordained 
and  diaconal  ministers,  and  help  them 
fulfill  their  calling  more  effectively. 
Twenty-five  percent  of  the  amount 
raised  in  an  Annual  Conference  re¬ 
mains  with  that  Conference  for  its  own 
use. 

3.  The  Black  College 

Fund  $140,000  $140,000 

This  fund  supports  our  12  predomi¬ 
nantly  black  colleges.  Methodism  has 
one  of  the  largest  groups  of  black  col¬ 
leges  related  to  any  Protestant  de¬ 
nomination. 

4. Missional  Priority 

Fund  $105,000  $105,000 

This  fund  addresses  the  needs  and 
purposes  developed  by  the  church’s 
four  ethnic  minority  groups  —  Asian 
and  Pacific  Islander,  Black,  Hispanic 
and  Native  American.  Each  Annual 
Conference  may  retain  up  to  50  per¬ 
cent  of  the  receipts  for  its  own  use. 

5.  South  Central  Ju- 
risdicTiori  '^emT- 

naryFund  $110,000  $110,000 

This  fund  is  for  endowed  ministeri¬ 
al  scholarship  funds  for  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  (5/6  of  fund)  and 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  (1/6  of 
fund).  The  income  from  these  funds 
will  be  used  in  perpetuity  for  ministe¬ 
rial  education. 

6.  Lydia  Patterson 

Institute  $  31,000  $  32,000 

Located  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  our 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  owns  this 
school.  This  college  preparatory  ju¬ 
nior  and  senior  high  school  is  the  only 
United  Methodist  predominantly  His¬ 
panic  educational  institution  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  United  States. 

7.  Archives  Building 

Fund  $  4,000  $  4,000 

This  fund  is  a  special  four-year 
fund  to  provide  an  Archives  Building 
at  Drew  University  for  the  archives 
of  Methodism. 

8.  Centenary  College  $530,000  $540,000 

This  is  our  own  church-related  col¬ 
lege  in  Louisiana  which  provides  a 
quality  education  in  a  Christian  atmo¬ 
sphere  for  the  young  people  who 
choose  to  attend  this  school  of  higher 
learning. 

9.  Dillard  University  $  58,000  $  59,000 

Dillard  University,  located  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  is  the  recipient 
of  aid  from  this  fund  of  our  Annual 
Conference. 

10.  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion-Campus  Min¬ 
istries  $484,000  $515,000 

Proceeds  from  this  fund  go  to  sup- 
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port  the  work  and  the  ministry  of  our 
Wesley  Foundation  centers  on  cam¬ 
puses  across  our  state.  Salaries  of  the 
Directors  and  operational  budgets  are 
paid  for  from  these  funds.  The  Con¬ 
ference  approved  a  new  $25,000  for 
1988  to  begin  a  much  needed  Building 
Fund  Endowment. 

11.  Church  Extension 

Fund  $475,000  $475,000 

Monies  received  from  this  fund  en¬ 
able  Methodists  in  Louisiana  to  sup¬ 
port  the  purchase  of  new  church  sites, 
as  well  as  to  participate  in  the  revi¬ 
talization  ministry  of  existing  congre¬ 
gations  and  assist  in  temporary 
ministerial  support. 

12.  Louisiana  Inter- 

church  Conference  $  28,000  $  28,000 
More  than  21  Christian  commu¬ 
nions  in  Louisiana  participate  in  this 
ecumenical  group  that  stresses  Chris¬ 
tian  unity,  Christian  life  and  Christian 
mission.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  one  of  the  strong  supporters  of  this 
ecumenical  organization. 

V.  OTHER  BENEVOLENCES 

1.  Advance  Specials 

A  new  concept  has  emerged  in  the 
relationship  of  churches  through  Ad¬ 
vance  Giving.  It  is  the  concept  of  dis¬ 
ciples  in  partnership.  As  disciples  in 
partnership,  all  are  in -mission,' all  are 
peers  in  carrying  out  the  work  of 
Christ,  whoever  they  might  be.  The 
Advance  becomes  an  adventure  of 
giving  and  receiving  across  frontiers 
of  geography,  race,  language  and  cul¬ 
ture. 

a.  General  Advance  Specials  are  gifts 
designated  by  the  donor  (individual, 
church  or  group)  to  such  specific 
projects  of  the  World  and  National 
divisions  or  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  have 
been  approved  by  the  Advance 
Committee  and  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries.  For  1981-84,  the  spe¬ 
cial  programs  on  Africa  and  World 
Hunger  have  received  financial 
support  through  general  Advance 
funds.  The  Advance  program  pro¬ 
vides  an  opportunity  for  the  mutual 
experience  of  giving  and  receiving. 

b.  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
has  designated  the  following  as  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials: 

l  .Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club 

2.  Conference  Disaster  Relief 

Fund 


3. Dulac  Community  Center 

4. Lafon  Home 

5.  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's 
Home 

6.  Louisiana  Methodist  World  Hun¬ 
ger  Scholarship  (FISH) 

7.  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 

8.  New  Orleans  Metro  Ministries 

9.  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital 

10.  Peoples  Community  Center 

11.  Retired  Ministers’  Homes 

12.  Shreveport  Metro  Ministries 

13.  Revolving  Loan  Fund 

14.  Spanish  Speaking  Ministries  in 
New  Orleans 

15.  Felicity  Urban  Outreach  Pro¬ 
gram 

2.  General  Church  Offerings 

a.  Human  Relations  Day  —  An  annual 
observance  on  the  last  Sunday  in 
Epiphany  for  which  a  special  offer¬ 
ing  received  is  dedicated  for  proj¬ 
ects  of  a  reconciling  nature.  For 
1985-88,  the  offering  will  be  divided 
as  follows:  United  Methodist  Volun¬ 
tary  Service  (35  percent  of  re¬ 
ceipts),  Community  Developers  (60 
percent),  and  Policy-Community 
Relations  (5  percent). 

b.  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  —  The 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering 
in  Lent  goes  entirely  to  the  United 

•  Methodist  Committee  On  Relief.  It 
provides  a  major  source  of  funds 
for  programs  of  emergency  relief, 
rehabilitation,  refugee  resettle¬ 
ment,  and  renewal  of  life  as  UM- 
COR  responds  to  human  need  on 
behalf  of  the  Church. 

c.  World  Order  Sunday  —  World  Or¬ 
der  Sunday  is  observed  during  the 
liturgical  season  of  Pentecost.  An 
offering  is  received,  and  the  re¬ 
ceipts  are  to  be  used  for  Peace  with 
Justice  projects:  one-half  for  such 
ministries  in  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  and  one-half  for  Peace  with 
Justice  Ministries  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

d.  World  Communion  Offering  — 
One-half  of  the  World  Communion 
Offering  finances  the  Crusade 
Scholarship  program  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  en¬ 
abling  young  adults  from  this 
country  and  abroad  to  pursue  post¬ 
graduate  studies.  Thirty-five  per¬ 
cent  is  allocated  to  an  Ethnic 
Minority  Scholarship  Program  and 
15  percent  to  an  Ethnic  Minority 
In-Service  Training  Program,  both 


administered  by  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 

e.  United  Methodist  Student  Day  — 
Students  who  might  otherwise  fail 
to  get  a  college  education  are 
helped  by  scholarship  grants  or 
loans  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  In  a  recent  year,  the  fund 
benefitted  nearly  600  students. 

3.  Conference  Special  Days  and  Offer¬ 
ings 

a.  Good  Samaritan  Offerings  —  This 
offering  is  taken  in  all  churches 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  It  goes  to  support  the  work  of 
Lafon  Home,  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children's  Home.  Methodist  Home 
of  New  Orleans,  Pendleton  Memo¬ 
rial  Methodist  Hospital  and  Peo¬ 
ples  Community  Center. 

b.  Christian  Education  Day  Offering 
—  This  is  an  offering  usually  taken 
in  the  month  of  September,  for  the 
support  of  the  program  of  Christian 
Education  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
These  funds  make  possible  many  of 
the  special  educational  and  training 
events  of  the  Conference. 

c.  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  —  The  purpose  of  this  orga¬ 
nization  is  to  receive  gifts,  legacies 
and  bequests,  and  to  administer  the 
same  for  -the  benefit  of  the  Annual 
Conference  agencies,  institutions, 
local  churches  and  causes  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Louisi¬ 
ana.  It  also  is  to  carry  on  an  effec¬ 
tive  program  of  encouraging 
Methodist  people  in  Louisiana  to  be 
good  stewards  of  their  present  and 
future  resources. 

d.  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board  — 
This  Board  provides  homes  and 
special  service  to  the  retired  minis¬ 
ters  and  surviving  spouses  of  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  In 
the  month  of  September,  a  special 
offering  is  to  be  received  for  the 
work  of  the  board. 

4.  Emergency  Appeals 

Occasions  do  arise  which  call  for  an 
emergency  appeal  from  the  United 
Methodists.  In  such  instances,  the 
church  must  respond  very  quickly  to 
an  emergency  wherever  it  might  be. 
Church-wide  and  Conference  emer¬ 
gency  appeals  are  made  upon  authori¬ 
zation  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  the 
General  Church  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  or  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 
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Assessing  the  ‘whole’  candidate 
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Roman  Catholic  bishops  in  the  U.S.  re¬ 
cently  offered  some  unexpected  but  wel¬ 
come  counsel:  “Don’t  vote  for  political 
candidates  on  the  basis  of  any  single  issue.  ” 

The  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops  has  issued  that  call  in  a  23-page 
statement  regarding  the  church  and  po¬ 
litical  responsibility. 

Anticipating  the  1988  general  elec¬ 
tions,  including  selection  of  our  nation’s 
next  President,  the  statement  encour¬ 
ages  voters  not  to  assess  political  candi¬ 
dates  based  on  their  stance  on  a  single 
issue.  It  asks  voters  instead  to  consider  a 
candidate’s  positions  on  a  broad  spec¬ 
trum  of  issues  before  casting  ballots. 

We  believe  that’s  sound  advice.  It’s  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraging  in  light  of  recent  po¬ 
litical  campaigns  in  which  some  Catholic 
bishops  and  numerous  "religious  new 
right”  leaders  have  done  otherwise. 

That  tendency  can  be  seen  in  efforts  to 
target  some  candidates  for  defeat  and 
elect  others  on  the  basis  of  candidates’ 
views  on  a  single  issue,  most  typically 
abortion. 

Their  counterparts  on  other  points  of 
the  theological  and  political  spectrum 
aren’t  exempt  from  a  similar  criticism. 
For  example,  some  advocates  of  a 
"freeze”  on  nuclear  weapons  production 
have  tended  in  recent  years  to  be  just  as 
single-minded  in  their  efforts  to  elect 
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candidates  solely  on  the  basis  of  their 
support  for  that  policy. 

Such  an  approach  to  voting  is  narrow¬ 
minded  and  dangerously  short-sighted. 
It’s  comparable  to  assessing  a  forest  by 
focusing  on  a  single  tree.  How  any  one 
candidate  might  view  any  one  issue  of¬ 
fers  little  clue  regarding  how  he  or  she 
would  deal  with  the  wide  range  of  issues 
a  political  office-holder  inevitably  faces. 

As  Christians  who  seek  also  to  be  good 
citizens,  we  should  assess  candidates  for 
political  office  within  a  broadly  based 
framework  that  encompasses  the  atti¬ 
tudes,  character  and  behavior  of  the 
“whole  person.” 

That  framework  should  include  the 
person’s  stance  on  key  political  and  so¬ 
cio-economic  issues.  But,  as  the  Catholic 
bishops  point  out,  it  also  should  include 
their  personal  values  and  their  vision  for 
society  as  reflected  in  patterns  of  behav¬ 
ior  over  a  reasonable  period  of  time. 

A  holistic  assessment  of  a  political 
candidate  is  far  more  likely  to  yield  a  re¬ 
alistic  grasp  of  an  office-seeker’s  suit¬ 
ability  for  handling  the  public’s  trust. 

More  important,  it  is  likely  to  result  in 
the  election  of  more  people  who  are  in¬ 
tellectually,  morally  and  spiritually 
equipped  to  promote  not  merely  a  few 
special  interests  but  the  overall  common 
good  of  our  society. 


UMC  program  agerwies  are  due  for  review 


Ralph  Watkins 


By  RALPH  WATKINS 

The  program  agencies  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  due  for  a  review. 

Such  a  review  is  not  an  attack  on  the 
agencies  or  their 
work.  Their  work  is 
the  national  and 
world  mission  of  the 
United  Methodist 
Church  and  should  be 
strengthened  and  ex¬ 
panded. 

I  have  worked  for 
more  than  five  years 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  which 
periodically  reviews  the  functioning  of 
its  General  Board  in  this  way. 

Staff  members  of  the  General  Board 
generally  regard  the  review  and  evaluation 
process  as  helpful,  and  the  general  church 
membership  feels  a  greater  confidence  in 
the  General  Board  as  a  result,  also. 

A  kind  of  'enrichment’ 

I  strongly  believe  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  could  benefit  from  such  a  pro¬ 
cess.  To  use  a  metaphor  of  relationship, 
this  is  not  a  proposal  for  a  "trial  separa¬ 
tion,”  but  for  marriage  enrichment. 

The  primary  focus  of  the  review 
should  be  whether  the  boards,  both  their 
manner  of  election  and  their  general 
structure,  are  the  most  effective  means 
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of  governing  the  agencies. 

A  review  also  should  consider  the  de¬ 
sirability  of  having  this  particular  set  of 
agencies  with  their  current  arrangement 
of  program  responsibilities. 

The  ordinary  operation  of  the  govern¬ 
ing  boards  should  assure  effective  re¬ 
view  of  programs.  If  such  ongoing 
review  is  not  satisfactory,  the  review 
committee  should  ask  if  changes  in  the 
governing  process  or  structure  would 
improve  regular  program  evaluation. 

This  is  an  opportune  time  for  a  review 
because,  by  the  next  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  20  years  will  have  elapsed  since  the 
Methodist  Church  merged  with  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  Church. 

The  past  20  years  have  seen  revolu¬ 
tions  in  computer  and  communications 
technology,  great  theological  debates, 
massive  changes  in  tax  laws,  and  signifi¬ 
cant  developments  in  administrative  and 
personnel  management  practices.  The 
basic  structures  should  be  reviewed  sim¬ 
ply  to  be  sure  that  the  church  is  effec¬ 
tively  ministering  in  changing  times. 

Action  reflects  tensions 

A  great  deal  of  attention  has  been  de¬ 
voted  to  the  fact  that  Good  News  leaders 
have  organized  a  separate  mission  agen¬ 
cy.  This  action  reflects  not  merely  a  lack 
of  confidence  in  the  administration  of 
church  program,  but  deeper  tensions 
based  in  differing  theologies. 

A  review  of  structure  cannot  resolve 
these  doctrinal  disagreements— it  should 
not  be  a  goal  of  this  review  to  “convert” 
opponents  or  to  disguise  differences. 
What  the  review  should  consider  is 
whether  constructive  dialogue  among 
the  several  points  of  view  is  encouraged. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  consen¬ 
sus  in  the  past,  the  church  today  needs  a 
system  that  functions  amid  diversity,  in¬ 
deed,  can  thrive  on  it. 

The  choice  to  move  important  debates 
outside  the  governing  structures  can  be 
seen  even  more  dramatically  in  the  pro¬ 
divestment  demonstrations  in  front  of 
the  General  Board  of  Pensions  office  this 
past  year. 


Reader  response  to  hymnal:  The  beat  goes  on 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  John  A.  Lovelace’s  ar¬ 
ticle  headlined,  "Hymnal  panel  keeps 
wrestling  with  words  for  God”  (see  UMR 
Oct.  2).  He  has  covered  well  the  Sept.  25 
meeting  of  the  Hymnal  Revision  Com¬ 
mittee  meeting. 

For  your  information,  I  was  responsi¬ 
ble  for  setting  up  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  office  from  the  start  and  am 
well  acquainted  with  all  the  hymns  used 
from  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Hymnal. 

Further,  Dr.  Ellen  Jane  Lorenz  Porter 
wrote  she  would  have  to  accuse  Dr. 
Young  of  "tokenism”  if  a  large  number 
of  EUB  hymns  were  not  used.  She  even 
provided  the  committee  with  a  list  of 
good  substantial  EUB  hymns  to  use.  She 
was  our  consultant  for  the  EUB  hymnal. 

Dr.  Young  refers  always  to  the  “prede¬ 
cessor”  which  means  the  1966  Methodist 
Hymnal.  Never  once  was  the  EUB  Hym¬ 
nal  given  consideration. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  was 
formed  in  1968.  Now  almost  20  years  lat¬ 
er  the  first  United  Methodist  Hymnal  is 
formed. 

Why  was  not  the  number  of  hymns  giv¬ 
en  used  from  the  EUB  Hymnal  as  was 
given  for  the  300  hymns  taken  from  the 
1966  hymnal?  If  the  new  hymnal  is  for 
United  Methodists,  it  has  to  be  much 
more  than  a  revision  of  the  1966  Method¬ 
ist  Hymn  Book. 

Former  EUBs  and  others  will  not  buy 
the  idea  of  a  revised  1966  Methodist 
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Hymn  Book,  regardless  of  what  gender  is 
used  for  God! 

Floyd  W.  Mevis 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Larger  type  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Before  too  long  the  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist  hymnal  will  be  published.  But  be¬ 
fore  it  is  published,  the  following  should 
be  given  serious  consideration. 

Namely,  someone  needs  to  consider  the 
size  of  the  type.  In  the  current  hymnal  the 
print  is  too  small  for  the  average  congre¬ 
gation.  Many  older  members  have  trouble 
reading  the  words  of  hymns,  and  larger 
print  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

As  one  gets  older  the  eyes  are  not  as 
keen  and  words  are  not  as  easily  seen.  So 
print  big  and  help  us,  please,  so  we  can 
see  with  ease. 

Jesse  A.  Slover 
Hermann,  Missouri 

What  sex  is  oneness? 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  two  letters  in  the  Oct.  16 
issue  prooftexting  "I  and  the  Father  are 
one”  proving  that  God,  like  Jesus,  is  male! 

Is  maleness  the  meaning  of  the  unity 
of  God  and  Jesus?  If  so,  what  about  the 
marriage  of  male  and  female  "and  the 
two  shall  be  one’’? 

Now  which  sex  does  this  oneness 
mean?  Male,  I  presume.  But  then,  God 
forbid,  the  Bible  would  mandate  homo¬ 
sexuality! 

Come  on,  we  can  do  better  Scripture 
interpretation  than  that! 

.  .  ,  KenGrenz 

Overlcfnd  Park,  Kansas 

New  hymnal  will  flop 

To  the  Editor: 

With  reference  to  the  Oct.  2  issue,  the 
ir  -jre  I  hear  about  the  “hymnal  commit¬ 
tee  the  more  disgusted  I  get. 

I  have  never  heard  a  more  irrelevant, 
self-serving  crock  of  garbage  than  the 
justification  these  people  use  for  elimi¬ 
nating  old  favorite  hymns  from  the  new 
"populist”  version  of  the  hymnal.  If  the 
Rev.  Beryl  Ingram-Ward  can  intimidate 
the  entire  committee  with  her  tirade,  I 
say  forget  the  whole  thing  and  reprint 
the  existing  book. 

I  predict  the  new  version  will  be  a 
rousing  flop! 

Warren  W.  Cook 
Annapolis,  Maryland 

Baby  out  with  water 

To  the  Editor: 

I  believe  much  of  the  argument  over 
the  new  hymnal  is  the  result  of  the  refus¬ 
al  by  many  within  the  UMC  to  accept  the 
Bible  as  the  Word  of  God  (see  UMR,  Oct. 

2). 

While  many  denominations  seem 
ready  to  fight  over  minutiae  of  the  Scrip¬ 
ture,  we  of  the  UMC  have  insisted  on  al¬ 
lowing  differing  views.  Carrying  this 
approach  too  far  has  led  us,  in  some 
cases,  to  "throw  the  baby  out  with  the 
bath  water.” 

It  has  reached  the  point  that  some 
seem  ready  to  “fight  in  the  name  of  paci¬ 
fism,”  while  some  are  ready  to  fight  for 
women’s  rights  to  sacrifice  their  unborn 
children  to  the  idol  of  irresponsibility 
and  sing  praises  to  a  female  deity. 

Perhaps  Beryl  Ingram-Ward  has  put 
her  finger  on  the  problem  when  she  says, 
"songs  about  God  the  King,  Father  and 
Master  are  someone  else’s  songs.”  Where 
will  those  who  do  not  wish  to  be  “Washed 
in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb”  or  be  “Soldiers 


of  the  Cross”  be  when  the  King  of  Kings 
returns? 

Frank  E.  Devlin 
Chickasha,  Oklahoma 

An  excellent  ‘witness’! 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  printing  the  excellent 
“My  Witness”  piece  headlined,  “What  a 
marvelous  week  of  visiting  with  the 
pope”  by  the  Rev.  H.  Myron  Braun  in  the 
Oct.  9  issue. 

Such  Christian  witness  is  to  be  com¬ 
mended  in  our  day  and  at  this  time  of 
seeking  to  enhance  our  ecumenical  rela¬ 
tions.  Indeed,  “Our  differences  need  not 
divide  us”  as  your  editorial  headline  pro¬ 
claims  on  the  same  page. 

The  cause  of  Christ  is  well-served 
when  we  declare  to  others  as  did  John 
Wesley,  “Your  heart  is  as  my  heart,  give 
me  your  hand.” 

The  pope  gave  us  a  message  of  peace 
and  compassion  and  love  for  our  neigh¬ 
bors— a  demonstration  we  so  sorely  need 
in  these  violent  chaotic  days. 

Kenneth  E.  Hoover 
Sun  City,  Arizona 

Grass  roots  maturing 

To  the  Editor: 

We  commend  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  for  listening  to  the 
grass  roots  in  California. 

The  board  voted  to  reject  endorsement 
of  the  general  boycott  of  California  table 
grapes,  and  to  support  the  selective  boy¬ 
cott  effort  of  California  United  Method¬ 
ists.  Developments  will  be  evaluated  at 
the  1988  annual  conferences  in  California. 

This  general  board  vote  acknowledges 
the  growing  maturity*  depth  and  fairness 
with  which  local  UMs  are  addressing  so¬ 
cial  issues. 

Charles  E.  Woodworth  and 
Carroll  E.  Word 
Turlock,  California 

What’s  the  watershed? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  Sharon  Brown  Christo¬ 
pher’s  “My  Witness”  in  the  Sept.  25  Re¬ 
porter  and  wonder  what  the  watershed  is 
for  women  clergy? 

For  some  time,  I  have  watched  with 
amazement  as  women  clergy  demanded 
their  ‘‘rights!’’ What  “rights”?  Do  any  of 
us  have  “rights”  that  are  not  earned  or 
proven  that  we  are  worthy  of? 

When  I  was  in  seminary  in  1972,  we 
had  36  women  preparing  for  ministry. 
When  asked  why  they  were  there  all  but 
one  answered,  “Why,  it’s  my  right  as  a 
woman!”  Only  one  answered,  “Because  I 
am  called]’’ 

Perhaps  that  is  the  reasori  why  only 
three  out  of  the  36  actually  ended  up  in 
the  ministry. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  problem  is  that 
women  clergy  have  gotten  "rights”  and 
“fairness”  all  mixed  up.  In  their  zeal  to 
have  “rights,”  mediocrity  has  been  sub¬ 
stituted  for  excellence.  Mediocrity 
brings  no  one  glory,  least  of  all  the  wom¬ 
en’s  cause. 

Four  years  ago  in  my  conference,  the 
women  clergy  demanded  that  one  of 
their  “rising  stars”  be  the  keynote  speak¬ 
er  at  our  pastor’s  school.  This  woman 
pastor  may  have  been  an  effective  min¬ 
ister,  but  she  sure  wasn’t  a  keynote 
speaker  and  over  a  three  day  period,  at¬ 
tendance  dropped  by  two-thirds. 

It  is  further  interesting  that  when  a 
male  pastor  is  ineffective,  he  is  called 
“ineffective,”  but  an  ineffective  female 
pastor  is  labeled  as  a  case  of  "sexual 
prejudice.”  In  my  conference,  while  37 
percent  of  all  pastors  did  not  bring  a  sin- 


gle  person  to  Christ  last  year,  59  percent 
of  the  female  pastors  also  did  not.  Is  this 
the  way  to  gain  recognition  and  fairness? 

The  women  clergy  may  have  been 
proud  of  their  women  clergy  meeting  but 
they  certainly  left  themselves  open  for 
suspicion  when  they  endorsed  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  abortion. 

To  the  women  clergy,  I  would  say  that 
I  will  support  their  efforts  to  be  treated 
fairly  but  correspondingly  would  ask 
them  not  to  sacrifice  excellence  for 
“rights.”  Mediocrity  never  helps  any¬ 
one’s  cause  and  certainly  will  not  help 
theirs. 

Donald  J.  Johnson 
Monticello,  Indiana 

Don’t  mistake  seriousness 

To  the  Editor: 

Gilbert  Schroerlucke  enlightened 
readers  as  to  what  ails  United  Method¬ 
ists  (see  UMR,  Sept.  25). 

His  stimulating  proposals  are  pro¬ 
found  but  likely  to  be  dismissed  as  frivo¬ 
lous  and  having  the  innocence  of 
“child-like”  solutions  to  a  complex  sys¬ 
tem.  How  often  the  target  is  missed  by 
dismissing  the  seriousness  of  the  aim! 

Those  who  fill  positions  of  leadership 
may  be  convinced  that  the  system  is  a 
redeeming  one  and  properly  rewards 
those  who  long  pursue  ascendancy  within 
its  structure.  The  prescription  for  ob¬ 
taining  status  in  the  kingdom  of  God  is 
one  that  subjects  its  aspirants  to  be  ser¬ 
vants  to  the  least  among  them. 

This  is  incongruous  with  secular  ways. 
Therefore,  if  it  is  the  church’s  aim  to  re¬ 
flect  what  society  has  taught  it  to  be,  it 
will  again  miss  the  target  to  be  in  the 
world  but  "not  of  the  world.”  We  should 
not  dismiss  the  seriousness  of  teaching 
society  what  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Schroerlucke’s  three-point  plan  of 
action  offers  the  institutional  church  an 
alternative  way  to  be  in  the  world  with¬ 
out  being  “of  the  world.”  Isn’t  it  enough 
that  the  church  shares  with  society  its  0 
own  fallible  nature  of  having  periodic 
leadership  crises? 

Neal  Seymour 
Pasadena,  Texas 

Numbers  are  people 

To  the  Editor: 

I  take  exception  to  Gilbert  Schroer¬ 
lucke’s  statement,  “Numbers  are  mate¬ 
rialistic  values.  They  are  not  people” 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  25). 

When  will  people  like  Mr.  Schroer¬ 
lucke  realize  that  numbers  come  from 
counting  heads,  and  heads  are  attached 
to  bodies  that  “breathe,  sweat,  bleed  and 
have  emotions”? 

I  also  object  to  his  calling  the  church 
growth  movement  “heretical  and  idola¬ 
trous.”  The  church  growth  movement  is 
one  bright  spot  on  our  gloomy  United 
Methodist  horizon. 

It  is  not  motivated  by  numbers.  It  is 
motivated  by  a  desire  to  reach  people 
with  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  a 
desire  to  find  the  one  lost  sheep,  by  a  de¬ 
sire  to  counteract  people  like  Mr. 
Schroerlucke  who  justify  laziness  and 
apathy  by  saying  they  will  not  get  sucked 
into  a  numbers  game. 

Attitudes  like  his  are  the  reason  we  as 
a  denomination  have  2.5  million  fewer 
people  to  minister  to  and  to  mobilize  for 
ministry  than  we  did  two  decades  ago. 

If  we  listen  to  Mr.  Schroerlucke,  it 
won’t  be  long  before  we  have  neither 
numbers  nor  people.  We  will  have  only 
theologically  snobbish  ministers  preach- 
ing  to  empty  pews.  MiltonLewis 

San  Antonio,  Texas 


Every  one  of  the  pastors  who  protest¬ 
ed  was  represented  on  the  pension  board, 
yet  there  has  been  no  serious  debate  on 
this  issue  during  annual  conference 
elections  to  the  Pension  Board. 

Unfortunately,  the  choice  to  demon¬ 
strate  outside  the  system  instead  of  de¬ 
bating  inside  the  system  resulted  in  a 
hardening  of  positions  and  no  progress 
on  the  issues.  Has  the  current  system 
served  us  well  when  it  cannot  channel  se¬ 
rious  debates  in  a  way  that  affects  the 
decisions? 

The  review  I  propose  would  be  initiated 
by  the  1988  General  Conference.  A  small 
review  committee  of  25  to  30  members 
would  be  elected  (preferably  by  ballot  of 
annual  conference  delegates)  to  study  the 
agencies  and  make  recommendations  to 
the  1992  General  Conference. 

Work  would  take  two  years 

Allowing  time  at  the  beginning  for  the 
election  of  members  and  an  interval  to 
allow  study  of  recommendations  before 
the  1992  General  Conference,  there 
would  be  approximately  two  years  for 
the  committee’s  work. 

committee  members  should 


attend  meetings  of  all  boards  and  agencies 
and  interview  both  staff  and  board  mem¬ 
bers.  Recommendations  from  the  commit¬ 
tee  should  be  circulated  sufficiently  in 
advance  of  the  1992  General  Conference  to 
assure  serious  consideration  by  the  dele¬ 
gates.  This  could  build  a  consensus  around 
alternative  proposals  that  then  could  be 
presented  in  a  coordinated  manner. 

A  review  of  program  agency  struc¬ 
tures  cannot  guarantee  that  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  perfect.  But  se¬ 
rious  study  is  the  beginning  of  striving 
toward  perfection.  As  stewards  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  can  be  satis¬ 
fied  with  no  less. 

"Here  1  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  This  week's  contribu¬ 
tor.  Ralph  Watkins,  attends  Luther  Place 
Lutheran  Church  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length}  to: 
"Here  1  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


My  Witness 

Conflicting  influences  help 
shape  view  of  God’s  truth 


Karen  Holmberg 


By  KAREN  HOLMBERG 

I  was  raised  under  two  dichotomous 
influences. 

On  the  one  hand  was  our  minister,  Dr. 
Dwight  Moody 
Bahr.  He  was  a  neo¬ 
liberal  who  often 
preached  politics 
from  the  pulpit,  al¬ 
ways  emphasizing 
that  Christians  need 
to  know  in  what  they 
believe,  then  stand 
up  and  be  counted. 

Dr.  Bahr  was  an  activist  who  waged  a 
lonely  battle  with  our  small  midwestern 
town  in  the  1950s.  We  had  had  a  black 
medical  technician  accept  a  job  with  our 
local  hospital.  But  no  one  would  sell  him 
a  home. 

Dr.  Bahr  petitioned  the  board  of  real¬ 
tors,  secured  newspaper  publicity  and 
preached  on  it  from  the  pulpit.  After  a 
year  of  renting,  the  technician  and  his 
family  left  town  for  another  that  would 
accept  them.  Our  minister  didn’t  mind 
that  he  himself  was  criticized.  He  knew 
in  what  he  believed  and  stood  up  to  be 
counted. 

We  also  had  an  associate  minister  who 
picketed  at  a  nuclear  test  site  in  Nevada. 
He  lost  his  job  with  us,  but  the  lesson  was 
taught:  stand  up  and  be  counted. 

The  lessons  made  their  mark  in  a  pro¬ 
found  way  for  me  because  of  the  other 
strong  influence  in  my  life.  That  was  my 
father,  who  was  an  agnostic. 

He  was  very  skeptical  of  hypocritical 
Christians.  He  teased  me  when  I  was 
baptized  and  criticized  my  weekly 
church  attendance.  I  was  very  close  to 
him  and  deeply  influenced. 

But  I  could  also  see  how  he  respected 
my  minister.  Whenever  difficult  deci¬ 
sions  had  to  be  made,  he  would  say,  “Call 
Dr.  Bahr  and  see  what  he  says.”  That 
was  the  resource  he  trusted. 

While  growing  up  under  these  conflict¬ 
ing  influences,  I  developed  the  unshakable 
conviction  that  even  though  Christians 
may  not  be  perfect,  and  some  may  twist 
the  Word  of  God  to  their  own  aims,  the 
Word  is  true.  God  is  there  to  love  us,  guide 


us  and  help  us.  And  we  need  not  depend  on 
another’s  interpretation.  We  need  only  to 
commune  directly  with  God. 

Now  I  come  to  church  to  be  with  oth¬ 
ers  searching  for  God.  I  don’t  come  to  be 
with  perfect  people,  but  because  I  am 
imperfect  and  still  trying  to  get  my  life 
in  order. 

When  I  hold  hands  with  my  small  chil¬ 
dren  during  a  walk,  it  creates  a  pipeline 
of  sorts,  of  love  and  security  between  us. 
That  strengthened  relationship  helps 
carry  us  through  when  we  are  separated. 

Going  to  church  every  week  is,  for  me, 
taking  time  to  allow  my  heavenly  Father 
to  hold  my  hand.  Going  to  church  is  tak¬ 
ing  time  to  open  myself  to  that  special 
connection  once  again  in  order  to  take  a 
walk  with  God. 

"My  Witness "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  This  week's  contributor,  Karen 
Holmberg.  is  a  member  of  College  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ventura,  Calif.  (Cal¬ 
ifornia-Pacific  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275.  \ 
- *- -  ' 


Joseph’s  Song 

This  is  the  world,  my  son. 

Love  it 

for  I  can  give  you 
nothing  else. 

Take  into  yourself 
its  beauty 

short-lived  as  a  morning  glory 
enduring  as  the  rocky  cliffs. 

Ride  the  tumultuous  waves 
supported  by  the  stillness  of  moonlight. 
Walk  the  blistering  midday  dust; 
find  your  rest  in  chilly  night. 

And  seek  in  every  human  heart 
the  love  I  offer  now, 
accepting  all  that  comes 
with  outstretched  arms. 

-  CAROLYN  S.  SCARR 


Living 

GOD’S 

WILL 

To  Will  God’s  Will:  Beginning  the  Journey 

Ben  Campbell  Johnson 

Popular  author  Ben  Campbell  Johnson  views  Christian  life  as  a 
journey  toward  God,  and  himself  as  one  of  the  travelers.  He 
describes  how  the  spiritual  life  develops  in  relation  to  the 
events,  perceptions,  and  interpretations  of  everyday.  He  recom¬ 
mends  keeping  a  spiritual  journal  as  an  aid  to  the  development  of 
spiritual  life.  “This  is  ‘how-to’  writing  at  its  best:  simple,  direct, 
conversational,  respectful." — Albert  Curry  Winn 

Paper  S7.95  (tentative) 

To  Pray  God’s  Will:  Continuing  the  Journey 

Ben  Campbell  Johnson 

I  think  Ben  Campbell  Johnson’s  To  Pray  God's  Will  may  be  the 
best  thing  he  has  written.  For  people  who  want  to  set  out  on  the 
inner  journey  toward  the  center,  this  is  a  simple,  direct,  and  well 
written  guide." — Keith  Miller.  Dr.  Johnson  discusses  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  prayer  for  those  who  want  to  continue  their  progress 
toward  God.  He  shows  that  the  life  of  prayer  involves  all  the  human 
faculties — reason,  imagination,  emotion,  and  will. 

Paper  S7.95  (tentative) 
Published  by  Tbe  Westminster  Press 

Q 

Cokesbury 


CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 
or  CALL  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-672-1789 
Use  your  Cokesbury  account, 

American  Express,  Visa,  or 
MasterCard.  Call  Monday-Friday, 

7:30-5:00  Central  time 
or  8:30-4:30  Pacific  time. 
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;  Mission  evangelism  unit  okayed 

Prayer  partnerships ,  special  financial  gifts  among  activities  planned 


,|.  By  GLEN LARUM 

^  Associate  Editor 

jj,;,  NEW  YORK— A  mission  evangelism 
.-..proposal  that  many  United  Methodists 
last  spring  labelled  “the  spirit  of  Louis- 
,ville”  not  only  survived  but  thrived  last 
week  in  the  Big  Apple. 

.  The  proposal,  unveiled  last  March  in  a 
surprise  speech  by  missions  chief  execu¬ 
tive  Randolph  Nugent  at  the  board’s 
^meeting  in  Louisville,  called  for  a  new 
evangelism  thrust  by  the  denomination. 

And  last  week,  directors  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  voted 
unanimously  at  their  annual  meeting  to 
■  accept  the  proposal  to  create  a  special 
committee  for  mission  evangelism. 

*;.i  The  proposal  commits  the  new  com¬ 
mittee  to  work  with  United  Methodist 
conferences  around  the  world  in  locating 
and  identifying  places  and  groups  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  either  have  not  heard  the  Gospel 
or  have  not  responded  to  it. 

Pioneer  evangelism  efforts  will  in¬ 
clude  prayer  partnerships  and  feature 
support  by  designated  funds  raised 
through  special  gifts. 

In  addition  to  creation  of  a  committee 
for  mission  evangelism,  the  proposal 
^provides  for  an  elected  staff  official  who 
will  report  directly  to  Dr.  Nugent. 

Until  the  new  committee  is  elected 
next  fall,  the  board's  research  and  devel¬ 
opment  committee  will  perform  the  new 
i’  .group’s  functions  beginning  Jan.  1, 1988. 

0  "Peace  overture’  identity 

.  Dr.  Nugent’s  March  proposal  was 
widely  regarded  as  a  peace  overture  to 
an  independent  mission  effort  of  United 
‘Methodists— the  unofficial  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  for  United  Methodists— that  empha¬ 
sizes  proclamation  of  the  Gospel. 

The  1984  General  Conference  of  the 
’  church  directed  the  official  mission 
agency  to  confer  with  the  Mission  Soci- 
'  ety  with  the  intended  purpose  "to 
strengthen  and  to  enhance  the  witness  to 
our  Savior,  Jesus  Christ  ...  throughout 
'the  world.” 

,  Ten  meetings  were  held,  including  one 
'  last  in  August. 

The  Mission  Society,  which  has  been 
sending  missionaries  independent  of  the 
denomination’s  official  agency  since  1983, 
has  said  that  “a  central  concern  in  mission 
must  be  . . .  evangelism,  of  presenting  the 
gospel  of  redemption  through  faith  and 
trust  in  Jesus  Christ  as  unique  Lord  and 
Savior  to  all  peoples  everywhere.” 


Global  Ministries  director  Gordon 
Goodgame  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  last 
week  said,  however,  that  “we  must  be 
very  clear  ...  we  are  not  doing  this  [cre¬ 
ating  the  mission-evangelism  commit¬ 
tee]  in  direct  response  to  any  group." 

Helen  Rhea  Coppedge,  a  board  direc¬ 
tor  from  Fort  Valley,  Ga.,  and  a  member 
of  its  research  and  development  unit  that 
fashioned  details  of  the  final  proposal, 
said  she  was  optimistic  the  new  evange¬ 
lism  committee  would  enhance  the 
church’s  effort  to  proclaim  the  Gospel. 

Ms.  Coppedge  chairs  the  board  of  the 
denomination’s  unofficial  “Good  News” 
evangelical  caucus.  Many  of  its  members 
are  also  active  in  the  Mission  Society. 

Dr.  Nugent  said  proponents  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  and  other  United  Methodists 
could  help  determine  the  thrust  of  the 
new  effort  by  contacting  delegates  elect¬ 
ed  from  their  conferences  to  the  official 
missions  agency. 

Will  it  be  sensitive? 

Board  director  William  J.  Washington 
of  Dallas  asked  if  the  committee  would 
be  “open  and  sensitive”  to  concerns  of 
the  Mission  Society. 


John  E.  Stumbo,  a  director  from  Topeka, 
Kan.,  and  chairperson  of  the  research  and 
development  unit,  said  that  “some  consid¬ 
eration  had  been  given  to  outside  participa¬ 
tion"  on  the  new  committee  but  the  notion 
was  rejected,  leaving  elected  directors  to 
control  the  committee's  program. 

In  other  action,  the  world  mission 
board  affirmed  “in  principle"  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  United  Methodist  interna¬ 
tional  university  in  Africa. 

The  affirmation  referred  to  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try’s  recent  vote  to  ask  the  1988  General 
Conference  to  establish  a  $5-million-per- 
year  "African  Higher  Education  Initia¬ 
tive  Fund"  (see  UMR,  Oct.  23). 

Specific  concerns  raised 

However,  the  mission  board  called  on 
its  counterpart  higher  education  agency 
to  “develop  an  extensive  feasibility 
study”  to  guide  preparation  for  next 
year’s  General  Conference  which  will  re¬ 
ceive  the  African-school  proposal. 

Among  concerns  raised  by  the  mission 
board  about  the  “Africa  Initiative"  were: 

•The  official  response  of  the  Zimbab- 


Scarritt  purchase  approved 
by  women  for  $1.8  million 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— During  a  closed-door 
session  last  week,  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  world  mission 
agency  voted  to  purchase  the  campus  of 
Scarritt  Graduate  School  in  Nashville. 

President  Carolyn  Marshall  said  the 
Women's  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  will  pay  $1.8  million 
for  the  campus. 

An  additional  $1.2  million  will  be  used 
to  bring  the  property  up  to  Nashville 
building  codes. 

Mrs.  Marshall  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  Cuninggim  Apartments,  which  adjoin 
the  campus,  will  also  be  purchased  by 
the  division.  The  apartments  have  been 
assessed  at  approximately  $600,000,  in¬ 
creasing  the  total  purchase  to  $2.4  mil¬ 
lion. 

Founded  by  the  Women’s  Board  of 
(Foreign)  Missions  in  1892,  Scarritt  has 


historically  been  related  to  women’s 
missionary  organizations  for  education 
and  training  of  female  missionaries,  dea¬ 
conesses,  and  other  lay  workers. 

"This  is  an  historic  occasion  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  its  prede¬ 
cessor  organizations,  because  the  pro¬ 
posal  restores  a  partnership  and 
relationship  severed  in  1924  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,”  Mrs.  Marshall  said. 

"It  is  also  historic  because  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  will  be  challenged  to  begin 
a  new  endeavor." 

She  added  the  Scarritt  name  will  be 
maintained  but  the  division  has  not  de¬ 
termined  the  institution's  future  use. 

A  joint  resolution  by  the  church’s  gen¬ 
eral  education  and  fiscal  agencies  ap¬ 
proving  the  purchase  will  need  approval 
of  the  1988  General  Conference  to  com¬ 
plete  the  transaction. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Women/children  emphasis  driven 
home  as  UMW  legislative  thrust 


1 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

‘  NEW  YORK— United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  last  week  hammered  home  their  his¬ 
toric  theme— lay  women  ministering  to 
women  and  children — in  crafting  their 
legislative  package  going  to  the  church’s 
top  legislative  body  next  spring. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  Women’s  Division  resolutions— 
“Protecting  and  sustaining  children”  and 
“An  ecumenical  decade:  churches  in  soli¬ 
darity  with  women  around  the  world”— 
will  go  directly  to  the  church’s  General 
Conference  in  St.  Louis  April  26-May  6. 

In  addition  to  that  push  toward  legisla¬ 
tion,  early  next  year  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  plans  to  mobilize  the  1.2  million 
pynited  Methodist  Women  in  this  country 
__  for  a  campaign  targeting  children’s 
needs  in  the  U.S. 

Pat  Callbeck  Harper,  the  division’s 
.  vice-president  for  Christian  social  rela¬ 
tions,  said  the  campaign  which  kicks  off 
Jan.  1  is  to  focus  on  critical  needs  of  chil¬ 
dren  in  poverty  in  local  communities. 

She  added  that  a  booklet  on  needs  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  the  current  crisis  of  child  survival 
will  be  sent  to  each  of  the  27,000  UMW  lo- 
-  cal  units  with  suggestions ior  action. 

According  to  the  Children’s  Defense 
Fund,  children  are  the  poorest  people  in  the 
United  States;  a  child  dies  every  53  minutes 
from  the  effects  of  poverty,  and  health  care 
and  special  educational  services  are  denied 
to  millions  of  poor  children. 

Local  examinations  urged 

Local  UMW  units  will  be  asked  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  needs  of  children  in  their  own 


communities,  pick  one  aspect  of  the 
problem  and  encourage  action  by  the 
whole  congregation  if  possible. 

One  director  suggested  the  division 
should  make  the  campaign  optional,  es¬ 
pecially  for  small  churches. 

But  Blanche  R.  Powell  of  Baltimore 
said,  "I  come  from  a  little  church  and  a 
unit  that  some  people  may  call  just  a 
bunch  of  little  old  ladies.  But  I  don’t 
want  anyone  telling  us  we  can’t  do  a 
project  because  the  unit  is  too  small.  We 
can  serve  the  church  like  anyone  else." 

The  division’s  supplementary-giving 
emphasis  for  1989-92  was  designated  as 
“Hope  and  wholeness  for  children  and 
youth.”  Funds  raised  will  go  to  annual 
conference  UMW  groups  which  have  on¬ 
going  projects  for  women  and  children. 

A  resolution  on  “the  call  to  participate 
in  the  ecumenical  decade  of  solidarity 
with  women”  encourages  church  men 
and  women  to  continue  pressing  for 
rights  of  women.  Efforts  in  that  direc¬ 
tion  began  during  the  just-completed 
United  Nations’  decade  for  women. 

The  original  resolution  was  revised  af¬ 
ter  being  referred  back  to  committee 
when  use  of  the  term  “ethnic  minority” 
was  challenged  on  the  grounds  that  some 
persons  of  color  find  the  term  “minor¬ 
ity”  objectionable.  The  revised  version 
uses  the  phrase  “racial-ethnic  people." 

Another  resolution  was  sent  directly  to 
General  Conference  urging  the  church 
and  its  agencies,  boards,  local  churches, 
colleges  and  related  institutions  to  use 
collective  corporate  resources  to  press 
companies  and  banks  to  withdraw  from 
South  Africa  as  long  as  apartheid  contin¬ 


ues.  Apartheid  is  the  legalized  separation 
of  races  in  South  Africa. 

Mission  schools  attract  more 

The  division  learned  that  its  annual 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission  had  an  en¬ 
rollment  of  28,038  this  summer  and  fall, 
nearly  3,000  higher  than  last  year. 

Sara  Clardy  of  St.  Louis,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  for  membership  development,  at¬ 
tributed  the  increase  to  the  1987 
geographical  study,  “Peoples  and 
Churches  of  the  Soviet  Union."  Mission 
schools  are  held  in  each  region  and  annu¬ 
al  conference. 

In  another  report,  the  division  learned 
that  it  has  an  investment  portfolio  val¬ 
ued  at  $79  million,  owns  75  institutional 
properties  and  has  an  annual  budget 
close  to  $19  million.  Profit  on  the  sale  of 
securities  in  the  last  eight  months  to¬ 
taled  more  than  $7  million,  said  treasur¬ 
er  Joyce  Sohl. 

The  Women’s  Division  approved  1988 
appropriations  to  the  World  and  National 
Divisions  of  the  mission  board  at 
$4,956,291  each.  The  division’s  budget 
was  also  adopted  at  $18.5  million. 

The  women  also  approved  a  General 
Conference  petition  on  Native  American 
health  care  support  initiated  by  women 
of  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference. 

In  further  support  of  Native  American 
women,  the  division  granted  $882,247.24 
for  ministries,  programs,  property  re¬ 
pair  and  maintenance  in  Arizona,  Mon¬ 
tana,  Louisiana,  New  Mexico  North 
Carolina  and  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference. 
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NEW  YORK— A  fisheye  camera  lens  captures  Dr.  Randolph  Nugent,  general  secretary  of  the  UM  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  delivering  his  keynote  address  about  a  proposed  new  mission  evangelism  unit  (see  story). 


wean  government  to  establishing  the  un- 
versity  at  that  nation’s  Old  Mutare 
Methodist  mission  station. 

•  Specific  budget  projections  for  facul¬ 
ty,  along  with  other  budgetary  consider¬ 
ations  for  1988-92. 

•Whether  the  university  would  inde¬ 
pendently  grant  degrees  and  what  its  re- 
lationship  with  the  University  of 
Zimbabwe  will  be. 

•The  plan  for  staffing  the  faculty  of 
the  UM  university,  selection  of  students, 
governance,  and  students’  status  under 
Zimbabwean  law. 

•Whether  other  denominations  could 
cooperate  in  the  "Africa  Initiative”  if 
they  so  desired. 

20  authorized 
to  represent 
UM  in  mission 

Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— Twenty  persons  were 
commissioned  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  last  week  in  special  ceremonies 
during  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Church’s  missions  agency. 

Sent  to  “take  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  into  all  the  world”  were: 

•  The  Rev.  Erling  Otto  Duus,  from  the 
South  Dakota  conference,  to  Belize  City, 
Belize; 

•  Keith  Gordon  Heinly,  South  Dakota 
conference,  to  Pierre/Ft.  Pierre  Ecu¬ 
menical  Ministry,  South  Dakota; 

•  Patricia  and  Wilfred  Heinzig,  from 
Bethel  Christian  Assembly,  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  to  Zaire; 

•  The  Rev.  Laurie  Ann  Hopkins,  East¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  conference,  to  St.  Mi¬ 
chael,  Barbados. 

•  The  Rev.  David  and  Rebecca  Huck, 
‘California/Nevada  conference,  to  Guy¬ 
ana; 

•  Eleanor  and  Jeff  Lockwood,  North 
Carolina  conference,  to  Burundi; 

•  Kathleen  and  Mark  Masters,  Balti¬ 
more  conference,  to  Solomon  Islands; 

•The  Rev.  Ruth  Ann  McMillan,  Ore- 
gon-Idaho  conference,  to  Alaska  Mission¬ 
ary  conference; 

•The  Rev.  Jim  and  Mary  Morris, 
Iowa  Conference,  to  Red  Bird  Mission¬ 
ary  conference; 

•  The  Rev.  Dennis  and  Sandra  Mount- 
joy,  Oklahoma  conference,  to  Yuma, 
'Ariz; 

•  Deborah  Price,  West  Michigan  con¬ 
ference,  to  Burundi; 

•Linda  and  Robert  Spitaleri,  South 
Georgia  conference,  to  Lahore,  Pakistan; 

•Susan  Walstra,  North  Indiana  con¬ 
ference,  to  Zaire; 

In  addition  to  those  commissioned  as 
deaconesses,  home  missionaries  and  mis¬ 
sionaries,  55  were  recognized  as  church 
and  community  workers,  short-term 
missionaries  and  U.S.  and  overseas  mis¬ 
sionaries  already  in  service. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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NEW  YORK— An  icon  given  to  her  by  the  patriarch  of  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church  is  exhibited  by  Sara  J.  Clardy,  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Ms.  Clardy,  a  Women’s  Division  vice 
president  from  St.  Louis,  went  to  the  Soviet  Union  last  May  on  a  study  tour. 

‘Mission  2000’ 

National  missions  unit  adopts 
growth  strategy  to  year  2000 


“Mission  2000  is  not 
just  some  plan  to  be  car¬ 
ried  out  by  the  congrega¬ 
tional  development  unit 
of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.” 

Rev.  Rene  Bideaux 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— A  new  emphasis  on 
spiritual  and  numerical  growth  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  in  the  United  States  was 
announced  last  week  by  the  national  pro¬ 
gram  division  of  the  denomination's  mis¬ 
sion  agency. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  National  Division  approved  a  pro¬ 
posal  entitled  “Mission  2000:  A  call  to 
three  quadrennia  of  growth  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.”  Board  members  rec¬ 
ommended  that  the  proposal  be  further 
developed. 

“Mission  2000  is  not  just  some  plan  to 
be  carried  out  by  the  congregational  de¬ 
velopment  unit  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,”  said  the  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux, 
chief  executive  of  the  National  Division. 
Mobilize  total  denomination 

“This!  plan  is  a  serious,  comprehensive 
initiative  to  mobilize  the  total  denomina¬ 
tion  over  the  next  12  years  or  more,”  Dr. 
Bideaux  said. 

The  Mission  2000  plan  sets  four  goals 
for  the  denomination  to  reach  between 
1988  and  2000: 

•  200  new  UM  congregations  per  year. 

•  200  “redeveloped"  UM  churches. 

•  2,000,000  new  members  on  profes¬ 
sion  of  faith  each  quadrennium. 

•  $2  million  for  congregational  devel¬ 
opment. 

Proposed  programs  to  promote  those 
goals  include  starting  missional  congre- 


Emergency  declared 
over  ‘Partner’  appeal 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— A  churchwide  appeal  to 
raise  $9  million  for  “partner  churches”  in 
developing  countries  has  fallen  far  short  of 
its  goal,  prompting  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  officials  to 
declare  a  fundraising  emergency. 

Richard  Vreeland,  a  treasurer  for  the 
church’s  world  mission  agency,  informed 
members  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  that  the  appeal  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishops  has  produced  just  $610,500  in 
its  first  six  months  (see  UMR,  Aug.  14). 

In  a  written  report,  Mr.  Vreeland  said 
he  hoped  that  reduced  receipts  during 
the  past  two  months  were  “a  result  of 
the  summer  vacation  period”  when  giv¬ 
ing  is  typically  down. 

A  renewal  of  the  appeal  is  spotlighted 
in  a  mailing  titled  “Emergency!”  to  be 
sent  to  every  United  Methodist  pastor 
during  November,  said  Betty  Thompson, 
a  mission  education  official. 

The  mailing  focuses  on  crisis  situa¬ 
tions  among  Brazil’s  street  children;  war 
in  Mozambique  where  attacks  by  rebels 
have  people  fleeing  to  UM  mission  sta¬ 
tions  for  safety;  in  East  Malaysia  where 
evangelists  lack  money  for  gasoline  to 
fuel  boats  used  for  transportation;  and  in 
some  parts  of  Africa  where  churches  are 
crumbling  and  pastors  are  surviving  on 
one  meal  a  day  or  less. 

The  “partner  churches”  crisis  has 
been  fueled  by  Third  World  debt  and  sub¬ 
sequent  inflation,  which  has  created  eco¬ 
nomic  havoc  and  forced  cutbacks  of 
programs  for  needy  people. 

Peggy  Billings,  head  of  the  board’s 
World  Division,  told  board  directors  that 
nearly  $3.6  million  of  a  $6  million  reallo¬ 
cation  of  funds  to  meet  the  emergency 
has  been  disbursed. 

The  UM  world  mission  agency  divert¬ 
ed  $6  million  in  funds  to  the  crisis  at  the 
same  time  the  church’s  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  issued  its  plea  for  an  additional  $9 
million. 

Fund  are  being  used  for: 

•  Emergency  salary  support  or  food 
supplements  for  church  workers. 

•  Equipment  for  hospitals,  supplies 


for  publishing  houses,  and  support  for 
child  care  facilities. 

•  Rebuilding  crumbling  churches. 

Gifts  to  the  bishops'  special  appeal  for 
"Partner  Churches  in  Crisis”  can  be  des¬ 
ignated  with  the  number  #010068-0. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


gations  that  reflect  an  inclusive  church; 
establishing  congregational  development 
centers  staffed  by  Global  Ministries  per¬ 
sonnel;  and  designating  national  mission 
churches  that  would  be  supervised  joint¬ 
ly  by  National  Division  and  annual  con- 
ferencestaff  members. 

Included  in  the  Droposal  is  a  program 
that  would  assist  congregations  that 
want  to  cut  costs  by  building  their  own 
church  facilities.  Such  a  program  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  favorable  response  in  the  West¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction,  said  division  staff 
member  the  Rev.  David  Brownlee. 

Numerous  National  Division  directors 
said  Mission  2000  offers  an  exciting  vi¬ 
sion  for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
But  the  final  document,  said  others,  must 
emphasize  the  renewed  commitment  of 
the  mission  board  to  ethnic  minority  con¬ 
gregations. 

“The  division  will  have  to  really  work 
with  annual  conferences  and  their  ethnic 
minority  churches  for  this  program  to 
work."  said  the  Rev.  William  J.  Washing¬ 
ton  of  Dallas. 

A  guest  of  the  board,  the  Rev.  Darell 
Weist  of  Los  Angeles,  echoed  a  similar 
emphasis. 

"In  the  California-Pacific  conference, 
if  you  talk  about  church  growth  you’re 
talking  about  minority  churches.  So  you 
can’t  ignore  the  ethnic  minority  compo¬ 
nent  in  this  new  program,”  said  Dr. 
Weist. 

Ethnic  minority  funds  OKed 

In  other  action  the  National  Division 
approved  $489,000  in  projects  supporting 
ministries  with  and  by  ethnic  minority 
congregations. 

The  division  also  passed  a  resolution  to 
incorporate  the  11 -year-old  church  wide 
emphasis  on  developing  and  strengthen¬ 
ing  ethnic  minority  local  congregations 
“into  the  life  of  the  church  at  all  its  lev¬ 
els,  especially  within  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.” 

Directors  also  approved  a  “compre¬ 
hensive  initiative  on  children  and  youth 
in  jeopardy.”  The  initiative  calls  for  $1 
million  to  be  used  during  the  next  five 
years  to  support  as  many  as  eight  local 
projects  aimed  at  helping  young  people. 

The  National  Division  recommended 
that  reports  on  the  denomination’s  three 
missionary  conferences— Oklahoma  In¬ 
dian  Missionary,  Red  Bird  Missionary, 
and  Alaska  Missionary — as  well  as  a  re¬ 
port  on  the  Korean-American  mission 
structure  be  forwarded  to  the  General 
Conference.  The  reports  were  all  pre¬ 
sented  originally  to  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


ON  AMERICA 


And,  in  February  1988  Southwestern 
University  presents:  Brown  Symposium  X: 
Africa  and  Afro-America 
February  17-19,  1988 

Principal  lectures  by:  Donald  C.  Johanson, 
Ivan  Van  Sertima,  Alex  Haley,  and  Paula 
Giddings. 


Southwestern 

University 

Religion 

Lecture 

Series: 

1987  Slover  Lecture 

Dr.  James  H.  Cone 

Charles  A.  Briggs  Professor 
of  Systematic  Theology 
Union  Theological  Seminary 
New  York 


Thursday,  November  12,  1987 
Southwestern  University 
Georgetown,  Texas 


The  Symposium  is  free ; 
pre -registration  is 
requested.  For  further 
information  on  these 
events  contact : 
Southwestern  University 
Georgetown,  TX  78626 
(SI 2)  863-1902. 
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Oral  Roberts 9  status 
as  minister  clarified 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Two  classes 
of  clergy  orders  once  common  in 
Methodism  no  longer  exist,  and  indi¬ 
viduals  still  holding  them  are  lay 
persons,  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  highest  court  ruled  Oct.  23. 

“The  1964  General  Conference 
discontinued  the  practice  of  ordina¬ 
tion  to  the  office  of  local  deacon  or 
local  elder  while  recognition  of  local 
orders  from  another  denomination 
was  still  possible,"  the  Judicial 
Council  said. 

Practice  ended  in  1968 

“In  1968  recognition  of  local  or¬ 
ders  was  discontinued.  Since  1968 
(church  law)  has  contained  no  provi¬ 
sion  for  local  orders." 

A  number  of  those  who  received 
such  orders  before  the  end  of  1968 
still  are  serving  as  lay  pastors  of  lo¬ 
cal  churches.  In  performing  such  du¬ 
ties,  the  ruling  stated,  these 
individuals  “are  members  of  and  ac¬ 
countable  to  a  Charge  Conference" 
(an  administrative  unit  of  a  local 
church). 

The  case  before  the  nine-member 
court  did  not  mention  any  specific 
individual,  but  the  ruling  means  that 
television  evangelist  Oral  Roberts 
has  no  standing  as  a  minister  in  the 
9.2-million  member  denomination. 
He  never  has  served  as  a  lay  pastor 
in  United  Methodism. 

The  evangelist  was  recognized  in 
1968  as  a  local  elder  whose  clergy 
orders  had  been  in  the  Pentecostal 
Holiness  Church.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  Boston  Ave.  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Mr.  Roberts  can  remain  a  local 
elder  under  the  Oct.  23  ruling,  as 
can  all  others  who  attained  the  sta¬ 
tus  before  1969. 

The  ruling  on  the  status  of  local 
orders  was  requested  by  the  Oklaho¬ 
ma  Annual  Conference  at  its  session 
earlier  this  year. 

In  a  decision  related  to  a  long- 
running  controversy  in  United  Meth¬ 
odism,  the  high  court  held  at  its  Oct. 
21-23  session  that  an  annual  confer¬ 


ence  cannot  establish  an  escrow 
fund  for  clergy  pensions. 

The  New  York  and  Southern  New 
England  annual  conferences  had 
asked  whether  such  a  step  was  legal 
as  a  means  of  protesting  investment 
policies  of  the  church’s  Board  of 
Pensions,  specifically  in  corpora¬ 
tions  doing  business  in  South  Africa. 

Pension  escrow  denied 

“An  annual  conference  does  not 
have  the  authority  to  take  any  ac¬ 
tions  that  would  nullify  in  whole  or 
in  part  the  pension  plans  and  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  the  tribunal  said.  “Despite 
the  laudability  of  the  goal  — to 
achieve  racial  parity— an  annual 
conference  does  not  have  the  au¬ 
thority  to  establish  and  administer  a 
separate  ministerial  pension  fund." 

Earlier  this  year  the  Board  of 
Pensions  moved  to  divest  immedi¬ 
ately  some  of  the  stocks  held  in 
companies  doing  business  in  South 
Africa  and  to  file  shareholder  reso¬ 
lutions  with  others  calling  on  them 
to  withdraw  from  that  country. 

Another  decision  handed  down 
last  week  dealt  with  a  traditionally 
black  United  Methodist-related  col¬ 
lege  in  Morristown,  Tenn.,  that  has  a 
long  history  of  financial  woes. 

In  1986,  the  University  Senate,  the 
general-church  agency  dealing  with 
academic  affairs,  dropped  Morris¬ 
town  College  from  the  list  of  schools 
related  to  the  denomination,  citing 
academic  accreditation  and  finan¬ 
cial  problems.  Among  other  things, 
the  action  had  the  effect  of  cutting 
off  some  sources  of  income  for  the 
junior  college. 

Earlier  this  year,  both  the  West 
Virginia  and  New  York  annual  con¬ 
ferences  asked  the  Judicial  Council 
to  rule  on  the  constitutionality  of  the 
University  Senate’s  action,  claiming 
lack  of  due  process,  conflict  of  inter¬ 
est  and  other  circumstances. 

In  its  decision,  the  court  said  the 
University  Senate  acted  within  its 
responsibilities,  but  it  questioned 
whether  all  the  appropriate  appeal 
processes  had  been  followed  by  the 
University  Senate  and  the  college. 


Churches  oppose  pari- 


By  CECILE  HOLMES  WHITE 
Religious  News  Service 
HOUSTON— A  Nov.  3  referendum  that 
would  legalize  pari-mutuel  wagering  In 
Texas  has  united  state  religious  groups 
which  often  disagree  on  political  issues. 

Southern  Baptists  and  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  both  oppose  pari-mutuel  betting. 
Many  oppose  gambling  for  moral  rea¬ 
sons,  citing  statistics  that  86  percent  of 
compulsive  gamblers  admit  to  commit¬ 
ting  felonies.  Others,  including  the  Aus¬ 
tin-based  Texas  Conference  of  Churches, 
also  say  pari-mutuel  betting  allows  inhu- 
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mane  treatment  of  animals. 

In  the  most  recent  issue  of  Its  quarter¬ 
ly  newsletter,  the  ecumenical  coalition 
published  a  flyer,  prepared  by  Texans 
Who  Care,  opposing  pari-mutuel  betting. 

“Approximately  100,000  small  animals 
(rabbits,  kittens  and  puppies)  die  each 
year  in  greyhound  training,”  the  flyer 
said.  “Over  30,000  greyhounds  are  put  to 
death  each  year  because  they  don’t  have 
winner  potential.” 

Texans  Who  Care,  a  broad-based  orga¬ 
nization  of  church,  law-enforcement, 
family-oriented  and  animal-rights 
groups,  also  has  united  diverse  religious 
groups,  said  Jeff  Norwood,  a  spokesman 
for  the  Dallas-based  organization. 

“People  who  don’t  always  work  to¬ 
gether  are  coming  together  to  defeat 
pari-mutuel  gambling,"  Mr.  Norwood 
said.  He  said  a  recent  poll  showed  54  per¬ 
cent  of  the  people  in  Texas  are  in  favor 
of  pari-mutuel  betting,  compared  with 
almost  70  percent  who  favored  it  in  a 
poll  taken  by  his  organization  last 
spring.  According  to  Mr.  Norwood,  “The 
pendulum  is  swinging  in  our  favor,  and  I 
think  we  will  be  able  to  defeat  it  Nov.  3.” 

In  Houston  the  referendum  has 
sparked  a  fight  between  Southern  Bap- 


A  Heart  Strangely  Warmed 

Plan  to  attend 

Ministers’  Conference 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary 

February  1-5,  1988 

Asbury 's  44th  annual  ministers’  conference  seeks  to  recapture  the  spirit  of  John 
Wesley’s  “heart  warming’’  experience  on  Aldersgate  Street,  250  years  ago. 

Join  hundreds  of  pastoral  leaders  for  spiritual  uplift,  intellectual  challenge  and 
times  of  rich  fellowship. 
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UM  stand  against  porn  advocated 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— The  United  Methodist 
Church  needs  to  take  a  stand  against  por- 
nograpy,  the  denomination's  communi¬ 
cations  agency  decided  last  week. 

In  addition,  the  governing  board  of 
United  Methodist  Communications 
agreed,  the  church  should  join  efforts  to 
launch  a  national  cable  TV  channel  fea¬ 
turing  religious  programs  from  mainline 
denominations. 

The  General  Commission  on  Commu¬ 
nication  took  both  actions  during  its  Oct. 
22-24  meeting. 

The  41-member  commission  sent  a 
resolution  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  recommending  strong  opposition  to 
the  production  and  sale  of  sexually  vio¬ 
lent  material  and  child  pornography. 

If  the  denomination’s  top  legislative 
body  adopts  the  position,  the  anti-por¬ 
nography  statement  would  be  included  in 
the  1988  Book  of  Resolutions.  That  book, 
giving  official  UM  stands  on  current  so¬ 
cial  issues,  is  updated  every  four  years. 

Accessible  to  all  ages 

The  proposed  resolution  says  home 
videotapes  make  pornographic  material 
accessible  to  people  of  all  ages. 

“As  a  result,  the  sexual  education  of 
our  children  is  shifting  dramatically 
from  parents  and  responsible  institutions 
of  our  society  to  the  powerful  mass  me¬ 
dia  of  film,  television,  cable  TV  and  vi¬ 
deocassettes,”  the  resolution  says. 

Research  has  shown  that  repeated 
viewing  of  sexually  violent  material 
makes  males  less  sensitive  to  violence, 
decreases  their  empathy  with  victims 
and  increases  their  belief  that  women 
enjoy  being  raped,  the  resolution  notes. 

Therefore,  the  position  paper  affirms 
the  need  for  sex  education  in  schools, 
community  youth  organizations  and 
churches. 

Further,  the  document  encourages  UM 
congregations  to  help  people  affected  by 
pornography— users  as  well  as  victims 
of  pornography-related  violence. 

Not  all  material  condemned 

Suggested  methods  of  help  include  us¬ 
ing  UM  curriculum  materials  to  teach 
people  about  human  sexuality,  studying 
issues  surrounding  pornography,  training 
people  to  recognize  signs  of  child  or 
spouse  abouse  and  joining  efforts  to  curb 
distribution  of  sexually  violent  material 
and  child  pornography. 

mutuel  bid 

tlsts  and  a  television  station. 

On  Oct.  20,  an  organization  represent¬ 
ing  390  Houston-area  Baptist  churches 
and  missions  unanimously  approved  res¬ 
olutions  on  the  controversy.  One  resolu¬ 
tion  protested  KHOU-TV’s  “censorship 
of  a  minister’s  sermon  on  Oct.  18."  The 
other  resolution  urged  Baptists  to  work 
to  defeat  pari-mutuel  wagering. 

The  resolutions  were  approved  by  the 
Union  Baptist  Association  at  its  annual 
meeting.  The  resolution  against  censor¬ 
ship  “strongly  objects”  to  KHOU-TV’s 
refusal  to  televise  a  sermon  opposing 
gambling  by  the  Rev.  Ed  Young  of  Hous¬ 
ton’s  Second  Baptist  Church.  The  Bap¬ 
tists  said  that  action  violated 
constitutional  rights  to  freedom  of 
speech. 

One  group  that  has  not  been  active  in 
the  campaign  against  the  referendum 
has  been  black  Baptist  churches. 

"I  think  a  lot  of  black  churches  are 
against  it,  but  not  with  the  zeal  that 
some  of  the  white  churches  are,”  said  the 
Rev.  Joe  Ratliff,  pastor  of  Houston’s 
Brentwood  Baptist  Church,  a  black  con¬ 
gregation.  "Pari-mutuel  gambling  is  not 
the  worst  thing  that  could  happen  to 
black  people  in  Texas.” 

Stock  plunge 
doesn’t  panic 
pension  unit 

From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— The  Oct.  19  record- 
breaking  plunge  in  the  stock  markets 
that  sent  individual  investors  reeling  has 
caused  little  panic  among  managers  of 
church-held  pension  investments. 

Interviews  with  church  money  manag¬ 
ers  revealed  that  moL  church-held  funds 
are  well  diversified  and  conservatively 
invested. 

The  chaos  that  erupted  on  Wail  Street 
did  not  cause  much  uproar  in  Evanston, 
Ill.,  where  the  United  Methodist  Church's 
pension  funds  are  based. 

“Our  funds  are  invested  over  the  long 
term,"  said  the  Rev.  James  Parker,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  the  church’s  pension 
board.  “The  sharp  drop  yesterday  will 
result  only  in  losses  and  gains  on  paper," 
he  said,  adding  that  the  United  Methodist 
agency  has  no  plans  to  alter  its  invest¬ 
ment  strategy.  “We  expect  up  and  down 
swings,"  he  said. 

Mr.  Parker  pointed  out  that  while  the 
Oct.  19  drop  of  more  than  500  points  in 
the  Dow  Jones  industrial  average  may 
seem  drastic,  it  seems  less  so  when  com¬ 
pared  with  the  steady  gains  in  the  Dow 
over  the  past  five  years. 

United  Methodist  pension  funds 
amount  to  over  $2.5  billion,  representing 
retirement  nest  eggs  of  30,000  active 
clergy  and  church  staff  and  20,000  retir¬ 
ees  (or  surviving  spouses),  said  Mr. 
Parker. 

About  60  percent  of  the  church's  funds 
are  held  in  common  stock,  with  roughly 
25  percent  in  bonds  and  the  remainder 
in  “cash  equivalents"  or  money  markets, 
he  noted. 


The  six-page  resolution  does  not  con¬ 
demn  all  material  that  shows  or  describes 
sexual  intercourse.  The  document  says 
that  explicit  material  used  in  sex  educa¬ 
tion  and  non-violent  erotica  deserve  pro¬ 
tection  under  the  free-press  provision  of 
the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Non-violent  erotica  does  not  connect 
sexual  intercourse  with  coercion  or  pain, 
the  resolution  says. 

"With  this  resolution  we  hope  to  alert 
the  church  and  represent  the  concern  of 
the  church  about  harmful  pornographic 
materials,"  said  Roger  L.  Burgess,  chief 
executive  of  the  communications  agency. 

The  anti-pornography  stand  grew  out 
of  a  1985  UM  conference  on  pornogra¬ 
phy,  violence  and  Christian  values,  said 
Nelson  Price,  head  of  the  commission’s 
Public  Media  Division.  UM  Communica¬ 
tions  and  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  co-sponsored  that  event. 

The  proposed  cable  TV  venture  in¬ 
volves  an  ecumenical  consortium  known 
informally  as  the  National  Interfaith  Ca¬ 
ble  Coalition. 

24-hour  channel  discussed 

The  coalition,  representing  10  denomi¬ 
nations,  is  considering  providing  a  24- 
hour  channel  by  satellite  to  cable 
systems  across  the  nation,  said  the  Rev. 
Bruno  Caliandro,  a  Public  Media  Divi¬ 
sion  staff  member. 

The  channel  would  carry  religious, 
educational  and  values-oriented  pro¬ 
gramming  produced  by  member  denomi¬ 
nations,  he  said.  Cost  of  the  operation 
and  methods  of  financing  have  not  been 
determined. 

Regional  TV 
fund  may  die 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE — UM  annual  confer¬ 
ences  would  find  an  automatic  source  of 
TV  production  funds  turned  off  starting 
in  1989  under  a  budget  proposal  debated 
last  week. 

The  General  Commission  on  Commu¬ 
nication  accepted  cuts  in  the  $5  million 
per  year  it  had  requested  to  pay  for  pro¬ 
duction  and  distribution  of  TV  programs 
between  1989  and  1992. 

Those  cuts  Included  loss  of  an  automatic 
$500,000-per*year  allocation  from  the  gen¬ 
eral-church  communications  agency  to  an¬ 
nual  conferences  for  local  TV  work. 

Between  1985  and  1988,  annual  confer¬ 
ences  are  being  allotted  half  the  $1  million 
per  year  collected  for  the  "Television- 
Telecommunications  Fund."  The  fund  is 
part  of  the  World  Service  apportionment 
levied  on  each  UM  congregation. 

The  41-member  communications  agen¬ 
cy  learned  last  week  that  for  1989-92  the 
church’s  general  treasury  agency  has 
proposed  increasing  the  fund  to  only 
$2.55  million  per  year  instead  of  $5  mil¬ 
lion.  The  smaller  figure  will  be  in  the 
budget  that  goes  to  the  1988  General 
Conference. 

UM  Communications  plans  to  use  90 
percent  of  the  $2.55  miilion  to  finance 
continued  production  and  distribution  of 
the  weekly  “Catch  the  Spirit”  TV  maga¬ 
zine  program,  said  Roger  L.  Burgess,  the 
agency’s  chief  executive. 

The  money  is  also  to  pay  for  local- 
church  media-campaign  materials,  com¬ 
munication  consultations  with  annual 
conferences  and  media  training,  he  said. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


the  church 
today 

‘Catch  the  Spirit’  gives 
Spanish  version  problems 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Hispanic  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  having  a  hard  time 
with  the  denomination’s  promotional 
challenge  to  "Catch  the  Spirit.” 

The  problem  isn’t  a  lack  of  enthusiasm 
or  spirit  but  with  the  Spanish  translation 
of  the  word  “catch.” 

Recognizing  that  a  literal  translation 
is  impossible,  a  nine-member  task  force 
of  Hispanic  United  Methodists  is  propos¬ 
ing  an  interpretation  of  the  theme  for  a 
national  campaign  among  Spanish¬ 
speaking  congregations:  “Renuevate  en 
el  Espiritu”  (Be  Renewed  in  the  Spirit). 

Staff  members  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom)  who  have  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  churchwide  promo¬ 
tional  campaign  asked  the  task  force  to 
explore  with  them  how  the  effort  could 
be  adapted  for  use  in  Hispanic  churches. 

Minister  writes  book  to  help 
clergy  grapple  with  tax  laws 

NASHVILLE— A  United  Methodist 
minister  in  Chicago  has  written  a  book  to 
help  clergy  understand  the  new  tax  laws 
and  manage  their  personal  finances  ap¬ 
propriately. 

The  Rev  Charles  Chakour  has  written, 
"Building  Clergy  Compensation,”  a  48- 
page  manual  published  by  Abington 
Press  ($4.95).  A  minister  and  former  pas¬ 
tor,  Mr.  Chakour  is  conference  treasurer 
and  director  of  administrative  services 
for  the  Northern  Illinois  Conference.  He 
is  scheduled  to  lead  some  Cokebury- 
sponsored  seminars  on  tax-saving  com¬ 
pensation  planning  this  year. 

Clark  College  names 
West  Virginian  president 

ATLANTA— Dr.  Thomas  Winston  Cole 
Jr.  has  been  named  president  of  United 
Methodist-related  Clark  College  in  Atlanta. 

Dr.  Cole  served  as  chancellor  of  the  West 
Virginia  State  Board  of  Regents  for  the 
past  year  and  is  former  president  of  West 
Virginia  State  College  in  Institute,  W.Va. 


The  group  has  scheduled  a  Nov.  23 
news  conference  in  Washington  to  re¬ 
lease  details  of  the  joint  venture,  Mr.  Ca¬ 
liandro  said. 

One  of  the  nation’s  largest  cable  oper¬ 
ators— Tele-Communication  Inc.— is 
seeking  programming  from  mainline 
churches,  Mr.  Caliandro  said.  That  move 
came  after  the  firm  canceled  the  PTL 
channel  earlier  this  year. 

Tele-Communication  Inc.  wanted  to 
offer  another  religious  programming  op¬ 
tion  in  the  wake  of  the  PTL  scandal,  he 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

BURLINGAME,  Calif.— The  United 
Methodist  ecumenical  agency  will  rec¬ 
ommend  to  the  denomination’s  top  legis- 
lative  assembly  next  year  that 
membership  in  the  World  and  National 
Councils  of  Churches  be  continued. 

The  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns  at  its  Oct. 
12-14  meeting  also  recommended  affir¬ 
mation  of  the  current  stage  of  the  nine- 
denomination  Consultation  on  Church 
Union. 

Specifically,  the  998  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  to  convene  April  26  in  St. 
Louis  are  asked  to  agree  that  the  consul¬ 
tation’s  “consensus"  document  intro¬ 
duced  in  1984  represents  a  valid 
theological  basis  for  future  steps  to  be 
taken  by  the  member  churches  toward 
more  visible  unity. 

The  resolution  on  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  says  that  the  global  body  has, 
among  other  things,  led  in  renewed  study 
of  theological  issues  such  as  baptism,  eu- 
charist  and  ministry;  “provided  channels 
for  humanitarian  services”;  and  “devel¬ 
oped  mission  and  evangelism  in  critical 
areas.” 

The  proposal  calling  for  continued 
membership  in  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  says  the  council  provides  a 
channel  for  joint  Christian  “action  on  be¬ 
half  of  evangelism,  unity,  mission  and 
service.” 

Turning  to  other  General  Conference 
issues  with  ecumenical  implications,  the 
directors  asked  that  the  denomination 
receive  the  proposed  new  doctrinal 
statement  only  for  study  in  local 
churches  under  leadership  of  the  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

The  ecumenical  agency  earlier  this 
year  was  sharply  critical  on  several 
grounds  of  a  draft  of  the  proposed  theo¬ 
logical  document. 

The  doctrinal  study  panel  in  late  Sep¬ 
tember  approved  a  revised  draft  reflect¬ 
ing  suggestions  from  a  number  of 
sources. 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  an 
associate  general  secretary  of  the  com¬ 
mission,  said  the  new  draft  represents 
"considerable  improvement”  including 
"more  precise”  theological  language,  but 
the  section  on  ecumenical  activity  con¬ 
tinues  to  reflect  “a  woeful  lack  of  under¬ 
standing  about  issues  in  Christian  unity.” 


said.  The  company  determined  that 
mainline  denominations  weren’t  ade¬ 
quately  represented  on  cable. 

Besides  the  UMC,  the  interfaith  coali-  >rv! 
tion  includes  representatives  from  the  .  > 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  ii 
Episcopal  Church,  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  Greek  Orthodox  >j 
Church,  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.),  . 
Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod,  Re¬ 
formed  Church  in  America,  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  Seventh-day  Ad-  •;* 
ventist  Church. 


She  also  said  the  new  draft  “still  does  not  • 
recognize  as  theology”  the  so-called  “lib- 
eration”  formulations. 

Continuing  the  agency’s  practice  of  ex-  >. 
amining  faiths  other  than  Christianity,  ,  " 
the  32  directors  devoted  a  day  to  Bud¬ 
dhism.  Visits  were  made  in  San  Francis-  ^ 
co  and  Oakland  to  temples  of  both  the  - 
Buddhist  Churches  of  America  and  Thai 
Buddhism.  hi 


1  CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR  OF  CAMPING.  The  Florida  Confer¬ 
ence.  Job  requirements  are  programming  of  the 
camps,  assist  programming  with  associate  con¬ 
ference  council  directors  in  Children  and  Youth, 
and  oversight  of  property  superintendents.  Sala¬ 
ry  plus  benefits.  Send  resume  and  references  to 
Dr.  Ray  Harrison.  Conference  Council  Director, 
P.O  Box  3767,  Lakeland.  FL  33802. 

FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  POSI¬ 

TION  in  1.400  *-  member  church  in  growing  sea¬ 
shore/resort  community  Salary  $18,000-20,000. 
Resumes  by  November  10th  to:  Rev  Brian  C. 
Roberts.  St.  Peter's  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  762.  Ocean  City,  NJ  08226. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Pri¬ 

ority  given  to  children /youth  programs.  Church 
of  1.200  •  on  Florida's  lovely  west  coast.  Master 
degree  preferred.  Salary  negotiable,  housing  op¬ 
tional.  Send  resume  to:  Christ  UMC,  5512  26th  St. 
W..  Bradenton.  FL  34207,  or  call  Rev  Wasson, 
(813)  756-5656. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/ORGANIST  needed  for 

2.000-member  church.  Full-range  program.  Send 
resume  to:  Cape  Coral  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  4118  Coronado  Pkwy.,  Cape  Coral,  FL 
33904. 

j 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  full¬ 
time;  2.200-member  church;  growing  Chicago 
suburb.  Resume:  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church.  300  E.  Gartner,  Naperville,  IL  60540. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED  for  2,800  + 

member  church  in  Albany,  Georgia.  Program  in¬ 
cludes  choirs  for  all  ages:  handbells.  Master's 
with  experience  preferred.  Salary  negotiable 
Write  Search  Committee,  Porterfield  United 
Methodist  Church.  2200  Dawson  Road,  Albany. 

,  GA  31707. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion/Minister  of  Youth  for  1.800-member  United 
Methodist  church.  Skills  and  experience  with  youth 
and  young  adults,  negotiable  salary  and  benefits. 
Send  photo  and  resume  to  Don  T.  Johnson,  Box 
502.  Altus,  OK  73522.  or  call  (405)  482-0795. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  available  at 

Heritage  UMC,  Clearwater,  Fla.  Competitive  sala¬ 
ry  commensurate  with  experience/qualifications. 
Send  resumes  to  2680  Landmark  Dr,  Clearwater, 
FL  34621.  Applications  due  by  November  13. 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  (San  Francisco 
area)  is  seeking  to  employ  a  full-time  communi¬ 
cations  consultant  for  print  and  electronic  me¬ 
dia/editor  for  conference  newspaper.  For  job 
description  write:  Douglas  McCoy.  Search  Com¬ 
mittee.  P.O  Box  50301,  Reno.  Nevada  89513.  Ap¬ 
plication  deadline:  December  1,  1987.  Equal 
opportunity,  affirmative  action  employer. 

MAINTENANCE  SUPERVISOR:  Skilled  in  all 
phases  of  building  maintenance  with  supervisory 
experience:  Workcamp  Coordinator:  Maintenance 
and  construction  skills,  good  organization,  commu¬ 
nications  and  public  relations  ability  required.  Red 
Bird  Mission,  Beverly.  KY  (606)  337-3300,  j 

Postal  rise  protest  voted 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— The  threat  of  high¬ 
er  postal  rates  next  year  has 
prompted  the  UM  communications 
agency  to  send  a  protest  message  to 
Washington. 

The  General  Commission  on  Com¬ 
munication  agreed  last  week  to  tell 
“the  postmaster  general  and  appro¬ 
priate  members  of  Congress”  about 
“the  hardships  such  increases  would 
place  on  all  areas  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

In  addition,  the  governing  board 
of  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  agreed  to  urge  other  denomi¬ 
national  agencies  to  communicate  a 
similar  concern  to  federal  officials. 

The  U.S.  Postal  Service  has  an¬ 
nounced  plans  to  raise  the  cost  of 
sending  a  first-class  letter  from  22 
to  25  cents  starting  in  1988.  The 
plans  would  hike  the  cost  on  mail  in 


other  mail  classes  as  well. 

The  protest  came  in  response  to  a 
proposal  by  Ruth  A.  Daugherty,  a 
board  member  from  West  Chester, 
Pa. 

In  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  she  said,  higher 
mail  costs  would  cut  deeply  into 
funds  for  communications  pro¬ 
grams,  including  the  conference’s 
weekly  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter. 

“By  multiplying  the  effect  of  the 
proposed  increase  on  our  budget  by 
all  the  agencies,  districts  and  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  we  know  the  increases 
would  cost  the  church  a  large 
amount,”  Ms.  Daugherty  said.  “We 
decided  the  least  we  could  do  is  ex¬ 
press  our  concern  to  those  with  the 
authority  to  make  the  decision.” 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
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Church  leaders  discuss  medical  ethics 

HOUSTON— These  two  men— United  Methodist  Bishop  Ben  Ollpbint 
(right)  of  Houston  and  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  Joseph  Delaney  of  Fort 
Worth— headed  eight-person  delegations  from  their  respective  churches  in  £ 
a  discussion  Oct.  18-20  on  issues  related  to  care  of  seriously  and  terminally  \ 
ill  patients.  This  was  the  third  gathering  by  representatives  of  the  two  r 
churches  as  part  of  a  three-year  study  on  church  issues  in  general.  The 
Methodist  Hospital  of  Houston  hosted  part  of  the  meeting,  and  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  organizer  was  the  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  UM  minister  and  director 
of  the  Institute  of  Religion  related  to  the  Texas  Medical  Center  of  Houston. 

WCC,  NCC  continuing 
ties  for  UMs  proposed  s 
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Youth  rally: 


International  event  planned 
for  United  Methodists  in  9 88 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— ‘‘Youth  ’88,”  an  international  United 
Methodist  rally  for  teen-age  commitment  and  renew¬ 
al,  will  be  held  Aug.  8-12  at  Western  Illinois  University 
ip  Macomb,  Ill. 

Five  thousand  young  people  ages  15-18  are  expected 
to  attend  the  conference  that  will  feature  four  highly 
structured  days  of  Bible  study,  worship,  small  group 
experiences  and  recreational  opportunities,  said 
Tammy  J.  Baker,  youth  projects  coordinator  for  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

“Youth  ’88  is  going  to  have  an  evangelical  thrust 
with  several  intentional  times  of  calling  for  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christ,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Baker  noted  that  many  United  Methodist  youth 
and  adult  youth  workers  often  complain  that  United 
Methodist  youth  are  attending  similar  events  spon¬ 
sored  by  other  denominations  or  parachurch  organiza- 

Trusteeship 


tions  like  Youth  for  Christ  or  Young  Life. 

UM  youth  who  make  Christian  commitments  at 
those  rallies  sometimes  leave  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  she  noted. 

Bible  study  during  "Youth  ’88”  will  focus  on  grace, 
faith  and  service,  she  said.  Worship  will  combine 
preaching,  scripture,  prayer,  dance,  drama  and  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  sacraments  as  the  means  of  calling 
youth  to  commitment  to  Christ,  a  promotion  brochure 
states. 

“We  want  the  youth  to  grow  in  faith  and  return 
home  to  live  out  their  faith  in  the  local  church  set¬ 
ting,"  Ms.  Baker  said. 

Each  participant  will  receive  a  commemorative  Bi¬ 
ble  with  a  “Youth  ’88”  cover. 

Youth  from  such  countries  as  Liberia,  Nigeria,  West 
Germany  and  Australia  will  participate  in  the  conven¬ 
tion,  Ms.  Baker  added. 

"We’re  hoping  they  will  spend  time  in  the  United 


States  traveling  around  and  visiting  youth  groups  in  lo¬ 
cal  churches,"  she  said. 

While  worship  will  be  celebrated  with  the  entire 
group,  the  teen-agers  will  break  up  into  small  groups 
each  day  for  individual  Bible  studies,  recreation  and 
dialogue,  she  added. 

In  addition,  a  musical  by  Allen  Pote,  author  of  "Cel¬ 
ebrate  Life,"  has  been  commissioned  for  “Youth  ’88” 
and  will  be  performed  by  youth  from  the  Nashville 
area. 

Youth  groups  will  be  required  to  be  accompanied  by 
an  adult  worker,  Ms.  Baker  said.  “We  want  to  make 
sure  that  young  people  who  make  a  commitment  are 
followed  up  on  once  they  get  back  to  their  local 
church.” 

Additional  information  and  registration  forms  can 
be  obtained  by  writing:  Youth  ’88,  Section  on  Ministry 
of  the  Laity,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202. 

—SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


Directors  of  UMC  agencies  cautioned  more’s  involved  than  ‘honor9 

Dr.  Matheny  cited  the  recent  shutdown 
of  Southern  Methodist  University’s  foot¬ 
ball  program,  placing  much  blame  on 
trustees  for  allowing  a  small  group  of 


By  GERALD  D.  WAGNER 

CARLISLE,  Pa.— Trustees  and  direc¬ 
tors  of  United  Methodist  agencies  who 
accept  such  posts  for  the  “honor"  will 
find  they  are  in  the  wrong  places,  a  Phil¬ 
adelphia-based  lawyer  told  participants 
in  a  church  law  seminar  recently  at 
Dickinson  College. 

The  meeting,  planned  by  a  special  task 
force  established  by  the  church’s  Central 
Pennsylvania  Conference  board  of  trust¬ 
ees,  involved  about  150  lawyers,  pastors, 
members  of  boards  of  directors  and 
trustees  of  conference  agencies. 

Paul  J.  Bankes  of  Philadelphia,  legal 
counsel  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  noted  three  legal  trends  that  he 
said  are  fostering  the  growing  number  of 
lawsuits  against  churches,  church  lead¬ 
ers  and  related  agencies. 

Three  trends  described 

The  trends  include  a  decline  in  the 
doctrine  of  charitable  immunity,  an  in¬ 
crease  in  community  litigation  (especial¬ 
ly  class-action  suits)  and  a  sharp 
increase  in  the  number  of  suits  against 
individual  members  of  boards  for  failure 
to  carry  out  their  duties. 

He  advised  church  representatives  to 
plan  for  better  informed  and  more  pro¬ 
fessional  boards  of  directors  in  their 
business  dealings. 

“If  the  board  of  directors  works  well, 
we  can  reduce  lawsuits  by  99  percent,” 
Mr.  Bankes  said. 

He  noted  an  increase  in  suits  involving 


personnel  areas  such  as  hiring,  continu¬ 
ing  employment  (evaluations)  and  termi¬ 
nation  and  stressed  the  need  for  clear, 
specific  job  descriptions  for  church  em¬ 
ployees. 

Mr.  Bankes  also  questioned  using  vol¬ 
unteers  in  areas  that  require  expertise 
and  predicted  non-profit  organizations 
will  be  forced  to  purchase  such  expertise 
in  the  future. 

Dispersal  helps  avoid  suits 

Another  panelist,  Samuel  Witwer,  out¬ 
lined  arguments  demonstrating  the  fact 
that,  because  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  widely  dispersed  and  lacks  a 
single  headquarters  and  one  person  as 
head,  only  properly  incorporated  parts 
of  it  are  open  to  suit. 

Dr.  Witwer.  is  the  United  Methodist 
layman  who  led  the  denomination’s  suc¬ 
cessful  fight  against  broad-based  law¬ 
suits  related  to  the  1970s  failure  of  some 
church-related  hospitals  and  homes  in 
California. 

The  Chicago-based  Dr.  Witwer  also  re¬ 
iterated  the  importance  of  the  trust 
clause  in  dealing  with  real  estate  held  in 
the  name  of  a  church  or  a  church  body. 
He  reminded  the  audience  that  the  un¬ 
derstanding  that  all  church  property  is 
held  in  trust  goes  back  to  the  experi¬ 
ences  of  John  Wesley  in  England. 

Such  a  provision  was  written  into  the 
first  church  law  adopted  at  the  founding 
Christmas  Conference  of  1784  and  has  re¬ 
mained  in  force  since. 

The  third  panelist  was  Tom  Matheny, 


president  of  the  denomination’s  Judicial 
Council,  which  acts  as  a  “supreme 
court”  in  interpreting  church  law. 


Moravians  help  gain 
peace  in  Nicaragua 


By  PAUL  JEFFREY 
Religious  News  Service 
MANAGUA,  Nicaragua— Leaders  of 
the  Moravian  Church  in  Nicaragua  are 
playing  a  key  role  in  bringing  home  sev¬ 
eral  Indian  rebel  leaders  who  want  to  re¬ 
integrate  themselves  into  the  life  of  their 
country  following  the  adoption  of  the 
Central  American  peace  plan. 

Moravian  leaders  have  carried  out  an 
aggressive  “shuttle  diplomacy”  in  the 
last  few  weeks,  taking  messages  back 
and  forth  between  Miami  and  Costa 
Rica.  They  have  been  acting  as  interme¬ 
diaries  between  Miskito  Indian  rebel 
leader  Brooklyn  Rivera  and  Nicaraguan 
government  officials,  including  Interior 
Minister  Tomas  Borge. 

Most  Miskito  Indians,  who  traditionally 
inhabited  land  along  the  east  coast  of  Nica¬ 
ragua,  belong  to  the  Moravian  Church. 

For  years,  the  Indians  were  relatively  iso¬ 
lated  from  the  politics  in  Managua,  Nicara¬ 
gua’s  capital,  and  the  Sandinista  revolution. 

,  *  During  the  past  seven  years  they  be¬ 
came  involved  in  a  struggle  with  the  gov¬ 
ernment  after  the  Sandinistas  tried 


Social-action  caucus 
lists  legislative  goals 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ST.  LOUIS— Resolutions  on  Southern 
Africa  and  Central  America,  church  in¬ 
clusiveness  and  responsible  stewardship 
will  be  top  priorities  at  the  1988  General 
Conference  for  members  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Federation  for  Social  Action. 

The  group  is  an  independent  caucus 
within  United  Methodism. 

Meeting  Oct.  10-13  at  the  site  of  the 
forthcoming  General  Conference,  the 
caucus’  executive  committee  set  priori¬ 
ties  and  made  plans  to  celebrate  the  80th 
anniversary  of  the  Methodist  Social 
Creed. 

This  pioneering  document  was  the 
forerunner  of  the  Social  Principles,  to¬ 
day  an  integral  part  of  the  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline. 

Delegates  from  24  of  the  28  federation 
chapters  voted  to  petition  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  endorse  a  boycott  of  Shell  Oil 
products  because  the  Dutch  multination¬ 
al’s  products  aid  South  Africa’s  police- 
military  establishment. 

A  resolution  on  Mozambique  con¬ 
demns  the  killing  of  innocent  people  by 
South  Africa-supported  guerrillas  of  the 
Mozambican  National  Resistance. 

At  General  Conference,  federation 
members  will  also  work  for  passage  of  a 
Southern  Africa  resolution  calling  on  all 
denominational  boards  and  institutions, 
as  well  as  local  churches,  to  use  their  re¬ 
sources  to  persuade  companies  and 
banks  to  disengage  from  South  Africa. 


This  resolution  is  being  brought  by  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  social  action  caucus  will  introduce 
a  petition  calling  for  investigation  into 
how  the  U.S.  national  security  apparatus 
supports  Nicaraguan  rebels  in  violation 
of  U.S.  law. 

Church  inclusiveness  resolutions  will 
urge  more  gender-inclusive  language  in 
the  new  denominational  hymnal  and  call 
for  removal  of  a  disciplinary  paragraph 
that  blocks  funds  to  “any  ‘gay’  caucus  or 
group”  or  “to  promote  the  acceptance  of 
homosexuality.” 

On  responsible  stewardship,  the  feder¬ 
ation  will  support  a  petition  urging  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  churchwide  study  commission 
on  stewardship  of  church  investments. 
The  goal  is  ensuring  that  the  church  at 
every  level  will  use  its  investments  in  a 
socially  responsible  way. 

A  separate  resolution  seeks  more  spe¬ 
cific  social  responsibility  requirements 
for  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Pensions. 

The  federation’s  executive  committee 
called  for  defeat  of  a  doctrinal  study 
commission  report  to  be  brought  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference.  They  charge  it  would 
seriously  weaken  the  so-called  Wesleyan 
Quadrilateral  (scripture,  tradition,  rea¬ 
son,  experience),  does  not  use  the  goal  of 
a  redeemed  society  to  inform  United 
Methodist  theologizing  and  omits  refer¬ 
ences  to  theological  pluralism  found  in 
current  doctrinal  statements. 


‘Democratic’  church  hailed 

Claiming  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  be  “the  most  democratic  religious  in¬ 
stitution  on  the  face  of  the  globe,”  Dr. 
Matheny  said  the  council  must  help  keep 
legal  procedures  simple  so  grass-roots 
United  Methodists  can  appeal  or  petition. 

He  noted  an  increase  in  church  trials 
on  alleged  clergy  misconduct  but  said 
charges  are  often  without  basis. 

The  work  of  the  church  must  go  on,  he 
said,  even  in  a  lawsuit-prone  society,  and 
fear  of  being  sued  must  not  prevent  the 
church’s  making  statements  on  social  is¬ 
sues. 

During  a  question-and-answer  period, 


trustees  and  supporters  to  run  the  school. 

No  trustee,  he  said,  can  serve  on  such 
a  board  without  giving  time  and  involve¬ 
ment  to  the  decision-making  process. 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May  of  the  Harris¬ 
burg  (Pa.)  Area  called  on  laypersons,  es¬ 
pecially  lawyers,  to  be  exemplary 
Christians  in  the  context  of  their  chosen 
professions. 

“The  time  has  come  to  use  all  the 
minds,  skills  and  goodwill  of  laypersons 
to  help  church  members  show  compas¬ 
sion  to  one  another,”  Bishop  May  said. 

The  Rev.  Gerald  D.  Wagner  is  editor  of 
“ The  Link.”  published  by  the  Central 
Pennsylvania  Conference. 
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Collegians  aid  small  churches 

MATHISTON,  Miss.— United  Methodist-related  Wood  Junior  College 
sponsored  a  program  last  summer  sending  workers  into  four  Mississippi 
counties  to  help  small  rural  churches.  Participating  were,  from  top,  Virgin¬ 
ia  Shirley,  Melody  Browning,  Beth  Lott,  Stephenie  McMullen,  Cindy  Jack- 
son,  Paula  Mayhan  and  Penny  Burton.  Directors  are  the  Rev.  Owen  Gordon, 
left,  and  Dr.  Doyce  Gunter. 


Their  university  has  no  books 

Many  obstacles  face  faculty,  students  at  UM-related  school  in  Zaire 


By  J.L.  JOHNSON 

Jeff  and  Ellen  Hoover  teach  history  at 
a  university  that  has  a  United  Methodist 
background  but  no  books. 

But  this  is  only  a  minor  inconvenience  at 


the  University  of  Lubumbashi  in  Zaire. 

The  school  has  no  tops  for  its  classroom 
desks,  no  offices  for  teachers,  no  sanitation 
facilities,  no  dormitory  rooms  for  most  stu¬ 
dents,  and  gaping  holes  in  building  walls 


quickly  to  incorporate  the  Miskito  cul¬ 
ture  into  the  revolution.  Many  Indians 
were  relocated,  a  move  that  caused  bad 
feelings  between  the  Indians  and  Sandi¬ 
nistas.  Other  Miskitos  crossed  into  Hon¬ 
duras  and  eventually  became  involved  in 
the  contra  cause. 

Beginning  in  early  September,  a 
month  after  the  signing  of  the  accords 
generally  known  as  the  Arias  Plan,  Mo¬ 
ravian  leaders,  including  Superintendent 
Andy  Shogreen  and  Managua  Pastor 
Fernando  Calomer,  began  the  work  of 
reconciliation.  The  peace  plan  is  named 
after  Costa  Rica  President  Oscar  Arias 
Sanchez  who,  it  was  announced  Oct.  14, 
won  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  for  his  efforts 
in  Central  America. 

Following  discussions  in  Miami  with 
Mr.  Rivera  and  other  Indian  rebel  leaders, 
the  Moravians  returned  to  Nicaragua  with 
a  proposal,  the  first  of  several  proposals 
and  counterproposals  carried  between 
Miami  and  the  Sandinista  government. 
An  early  October  trip  to  San  Jose,  Costa 
Rica,  to  talk  with  Mr.  Rivera  completed 
the  negotiations. 


where  doors  and  windows  ought  to  be. 

Never  mind  about  the  lack  of  books.  If 
there  were  books,  Mrs.  Hoover  said,  the 
students  would  not  read  them.  There  is, 
no  tradition  of  reading  in  Zaire’s  educa¬ 
tion  system. 

Most  teaching  by  lecture 

“They  think  it’s  quite  a  load  to  read 
more  than  20  pages  for  a  course,”  said 
Mr.  Hoover.  “Almost  all  teaching  is  by 
lecture.  That’s  what  the  students  expect 
and  what  they  want.” 

Those  teaching  conditions  are  not  unusu¬ 
al  in  developing  nations,  said  the  Hoovers. 

Mr.  Hoover,  from  Rudd,  Iowa,  and  his 
wife,  from  Schenectady,  N.Y.,  first  met 
at  Yale,  where  they  earned  doctoral  de¬ 
grees  in  history.  They  married  in  1976 
and  have  spent  nine  of  those  years  to¬ 
gether  in  Zaire,  where  both  their  chil¬ 
dren— Jane,  age  7,  and  Jeremy,  age  3— 
were  born. 

“We  enjoy  teaching  in  Zaire,”  said  Mr. 
Hoover.  “But  you  have  to  find  different 
rewards  for  your  work  than  the  rewards 
you  would  find  teaching  at  a  small  col¬ 
lege  in  the  United  States.” 

They  say  they  find  satisfaction  in 
working  with  students  determined  to 
gain  an  education  “against  all  odds.” 

Working  in  the  strife-torn  Shaba  re¬ 
gion,  they  struggle  to  make  the  most  of 
their  teaching  positions  at  the  state-sup- 
ported  university  and  at  the  Methodist 
seminary  located  outside  Lubumbashi— 
a  school  they  built  and  now  run  with  the 
support  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Church  helped  him  start 

The  church  is  indirectly  responsible 
for  the  Hoovers’  teaching  careers  in  the 
central  African  nation.  Through  the 
United  Methodist  Church  mission  board, 
Mr.  Hoover  became  a  part-time  history 
teacher  at  a  church-supported  high 
school  while  doing  history  research  in 
Zaire  in  the  mid-1970s. 

“There  was  a  request  to  the  bishop  for 
someone  to  teach  at  the  government  uni¬ 


versity,  and  apparently  the  (United 
Methodist  mission)  board  never  quite  un¬ 
derstood  we  were  not  missionaries,”  said 
Mr.  Hoover,  tongue  in  cheek. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  helped 
establish  and  operate  the  university  but 
withdrew  when  the  school  was  national¬ 
ized  in  1971.  An  ongoing  link  between 
church  leaders  and  education  officials 
brought  the  Hoovers  to  the  university  in 
1979. 

Zaire’s  economy,  based  on  copper  min¬ 
ing,  collapsed  as  world  copper  prices  fell 
during  the  1970s. 

Poverty,  hardship  abound 

Poverty  and  hardship  are  part  of  life  in 
Zaire  and  at  the  University  of  Lubumba¬ 
shi.  Most  of  the  7,000  students  who  attend 
are  affluent  by  Zairan  standards;  they  can 
afford  the  yearly  $20  tuition.  But  most 
also  walk  miles  to  school  each  morning 
and  walk  back  home  in  the  evening. 

The  university  is  in  disrepair.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  provides  no  money  for  upkeep. 
Windows,  doors,  desk  tops  and  other  fur¬ 
nishings  have  disappeared  as  soldiers 
and  others  stripped  the  campus  of  items 
that  can  be  sold  for  profit. 

Despite  all  the  hindrances  to  educa¬ 
tion,  the  university  produces  some  excel¬ 
lent  students,  the  Hoovers  say. 

“There  are  some  good  students  who 
manage  to  get  a  good  education— pri¬ 
marily  through  their  own  initiative,” 
said  Mr  Hoover.  “Someone  who  gets 
that  far  in  a  Third  World  country  has  got 
to  have  some  gumption,  so  he  is  likely  to 
go  on  to  other  achievements. 

“Change  is  slow  anywhere,”  Jeff  said. 
"And  in  Zaire  it  can  seem  incredibly 
slow.  But  when  you  look  at  the  tremen¬ 
dous  changes  that  have  taken  place  in 
the  last  50  years,  you  realize  you  are  con¬ 
tributing  something." 

J.L.  Johnson  is  the  director  of  public 
relations  at  Luther  College  in  Decorah, 
Iowa,  where  Mr.  Hoover,  one  of  two  per¬ 
sons  featured  in  this  article,  received  his 
undergraduate  degree  in  1969. 
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LUBUMBASHI,  Zaire — Jeff  and  Ellen  Hoover  and  their  children,  Jane,  7, 
and  Jeremy,  3.  Supported  financially  by  United  Methodists,  the  Hoovers 
teach  at  the  University  of  Lubumbashi,  where  students  must  overcome 
huge  odds  to  earn  a  college  education. 


History  of  Hymns 

Milton  melded  Psalms  in 
Mission  board,  Methodists  effort  toward  peacemaking 
in  Costa  Rica  sign  compact 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ALAJUELA  CITY,  Costa  Rica— Im¬ 
proved  relations  between  the  Costa  Ri¬ 
can  Methodist  Church  and  the  world 
mission  arm  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  are  signaled  in  a  revised  “docu¬ 
ment  of  agreement”  negotiated  recently. 

As  partner  churches  joined  in  mutual 
trust,  the  two  parties  pledged  to  engage 
in  dialogue  before  airing  differences  in 
public. 

Other  points  of  agreement  permit  the 
UMC’s  World  Division  to  relate  to  ecu¬ 
menical  organizations  and  secular 
groups  as  long  as  they  enhance  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  church  in  Costa  Rica. 

The  Central  American  church  can 
choose  the  ecumenical  groups  to  which  it 
will  relate,  provided  they  enhance  the 
mission  of  the  U.S.  church.  Agreeing  to 
consult  on  the  content  and  purpose  of 
those  relations  does  not  signify  approval 
or  disapproval,  the  agreement  says. 

The  document  updates  a  1981  agree¬ 
ment  between  the  autonomous  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Methodist  Church  of  Costa  Rica  and 


the  World  Division  of  the  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 

Bishop  Roberto  Diaz  and  two  laymen, 
R.  Kenneth  Vargas  and  Ramiro  Soto, 
signed  for  the  Costa  Rican  church.  Sign¬ 
ing  for  the  World  Division  were  three  di¬ 
rectors:  the  Rev.  James  M.  Lawson  Jr.  of 
Los  Angeles;  Janet  Kussart  of  Juneau, 
Alaska,  and  Lloyd  E.  Ambrosius  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  Neb. 

Preparation  of  leaders  working  with 
the  Costa  Rican  church  was  also  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  considerable  discussion.  Refer¬ 
ence  is  made  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  new  theology  of  mission 
statement  and  to  the  Costa  Rican 
church’s  understanding  of  its  mission  of 
salvation  and  redemption. 

The  revised  agreement  is  subject  to 
formal  approval  by  directors  of  the 
World  Division  and  by  the  Evangelical 
Methodist  Church  of  Costa  Rica. 

Participating  in  the  consultation  were 
16  Costa  Ricans  and  seven  North  Ameri¬ 
cans,  including  four  World  Division 
directors  and  three  staff. 


The  Lord  will  come  and  not  be 
slow, 

His  footsteps  cannot  err; 

Before  him  righteousness  shall 
go. 

His  royal  harbinger. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

John  Milton  was  an  extraordinary 
man  of  17th-century  England  and  one  of 
England’s  greatest  poets.  As  a  scholar  at 
St.  Paul’s  School,  London,  his  literary 
promise  became  evident. 

He  began  writing  psalm  paraphrases 
when  he  was  15.  One  of  these  is  the  hymn 
“Let  us  with  a  gladsome  mind.” 

After  his  graduation  from  Christ’s  Col¬ 
lege,  Cambridge,  in  1632,  Milton  lived  at 
Horton  in  Buckinghamshire  with  his  re¬ 
tired  father.  There  he  was  immersed  in 
his  studies  for  six  years. 

His  disciplined  daily  routine  involved 
arising  at  4  a.m.  in  the  summertime  (5 
a.m.  in  winter),  reading  a  chapter  from 
the  Hebrew  Old  Testament,  then  study¬ 
ing  until  noon.  Then  he  would  spend  an 
hour  in  exercise,  dine,  sing  and  play  the 
organ,  then  study  again  until  6  o’clock. 

He  visited  with  friends  until  8,  then 
had  a  light  supper  and  retired  at  9. 


In  1638  he  settled  in  London  and  be¬ 
came  involved  in  political  activity,  being 
sympathetic  with  Cromwell  and  the  Pu¬ 
ritan  cause. 

In  1648,  in  an  effort  to  help  relieve  re¬ 
ligious  tensions  involved  in  the  conflict 
between  Charles  I  and  the  Parliament, 
Milton  made  metrical  translations  of 
nine  psalms— 80-88— based  on  the  origi¬ 
nal  Hebrew  text. 

“The  Lord  Will  Come  and  Not  Be 
Slow”  includes  portions  of  Psalms  85,  82, 
and  86.  Milton  felt  that  these  verses  were 
most  relevant  to  the  tension  and  turmoil 
in  England. 

Psalm  85  is  a  plea  for  God’s  forgive¬ 
ness  of  sins.  Psalm  82  pleads  for  God  to 
end  wrongs  and  injustices  under  which 
the  people  suffer.  Psalm  86  pleads  for 
God’s  intervention  in  time  of  trouble. 

Capturing  the  trust  and  confidence  of 
the  Psalmist,  Milton’s  hymn  concludes: 

For  great  thou  art.  and  wonders 
great 

By  thy  strong  hand  are  done: 

Thou  in  thy  everlasting  seat 

Remainest  God  alone. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" Fill  Thou  My  Life,  O  Lord,  My  God” 
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United  Methodist  Campus  Ministry  in  Louisiana 


Ministry  Vocations  Retreat  to  be 
Held  in  Alexandria ,  November  6-7 


A  Ministry  Vocations  Retreat  will  be 
sponsored  by  the  Commission  on  Higher 
Education  and  Campus  Ministry  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Its  purpose  is  to  expose  high  school  ju¬ 
niors  and  seniors  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  to  the  many  avenues  to  ministry 
and  within  ministry  in  the  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Church. 

The  retreat  is  scheduled  for  Friday 
and  Saturday,  November  6  and  7  at  Tall 
Timbers  Retreat  Center  on  Highway  165, 
southeast  of  Alexandria. 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
Rev.  Larry  Norman  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria  at  (318) 
443-5696. 


NEW  CENTER  -  The  new  Counsel¬ 
ing  Outreach  Center  at  Northwestern 
reaches  out  to  the  needs  of  faculty,  staff 
and  students  at  NSU. 


JUST  BEING  TOGETHER  -  These 
student  members  of  TUCM  at  SUNO  are 
spending  a  little  time  getting  to  know 
each  other. 


WANDERING  IN  THE  WILDERNESS  -  These  members  of  TUCM  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  New  Orleans  spent  Labor  Day  Weekend  with  the  SUNO  members  in  the 
mountains  of  Tennessee  looking  for  adventure. 


Jubilee  United  Methodist  National  Student  Conference 
—a r  Uses  Jubilee  ’87  as  Theme  for  December  28th 


Wheels  throughout  the  church  have 
been  set  into  motion  and  they  are  all 
turning  toward  the  United  Methodist  Na¬ 
tional  Student  Conference.  The  theme  is 
“Jubilee.” 

In  The  Bible,  every  50  years  was  a 
year  of  Jubilee.  It  marked  a  call  from 
God  to  celebration,  to  a  year  of  joyous 
festivities  in  which  the  rich  gave  up  their 
surplus,  and  the  poor  got  back  their 
share.  It  was  a  year  when  slaves  were 
set  free  and  families  reunited. 

Jubilee  was  a  time-marker  —  a  signal 
to  all  people  that  life  can  change,  and 
that  the  world  will  be  different.  The 
trumpet  that  announced  the  jubilee  in 
ancient  days  now  calls  us  to  gather  in  St. 
Louis  to  hear  once  again  the  Bible’s  mes¬ 
sage  of  hope  and  change. 

It  is  time  for  this  generation  to  be¬ 
come  the  jubilee  community.  How  is  God 


f - - — 
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McNeese  State  University 

(318)  235-6073 

Wesley  Foundation 

Rev.  Wayne  Taylor 
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Nicholls  State  University 
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Wesley  Foundation 
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Wesley  Campus  Ministry 
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(504)  288-7880 
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calling  you,  through  your  studies,  in  your 
vocation  as  a  student,  to  dream  of  jubi¬ 
lee?  Which  part  of  the  vision  requires 
your  creativity,  your  energy,  your  prayers, 
your  work?  What  part  will  you  have 
in  liberating  land  and  people? 

The  Jubilee  conference  will  be  held 
December  28,  1987  through  January  1, 
1988  at  the  Cervantes  Convention  Center 
and  Sheraton  St.  Louis  Hotel  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri. 

“Jubilee”  is  a  celebrative  and  hopeful 
theme.  There  will  be  plenaries,  work¬ 
shops,  Bible  study,  worship,  art  and  en¬ 
tertainment.  There  will  be  platform 
presentations  by  persons  who  are  recog¬ 
nized  leaders  in  the  church,  education, 
international  student  movements,  and 
government.  Many  of  these  people  will 
come  from  contexts  outside  the  United 
States.  Topics  will  focus  on  leadership 


and  spiritual  development,  international¬ 
ization  and  social  issues,  and  faith  and 
learning. 

Jubilee  '87  will  challenge  students  to: 

•  renew  their  faith  commitments; 

•  understand  themselves  as  members 
of  a  global  faith  community; 

•  understand  Christian  political  re¬ 
sponsibility  and  possibilities  for  action; 

•  emphasize  the  significance  of 
choices  of  vocation. 

It  is  hoped  this  conference  will  encour¬ 
age  growth  in  faith  by  recalling  Method¬ 
ist  roots,  foster  an  understanding  of 
contemporary  issues  of  stewardship  of 
the  earth,  justice  and  peace,  and  offer  a 
promise  of  hope  for  the  future. 

Students  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
hear  and  learn  from  the  experiences  of 
the  resource  persons,  but  more  impor¬ 


tantly,  there  will  be  scheduled  time  for 
students  to  meet  and  exchange  ideas 
with  leaders  and  resource  persons,  as 
well  as  with  their  peers  from  other  col¬ 
leges,  universities  and  seminaries. 

More  than  60  campus  ministers  and 
chaplains  have  been  identified  through¬ 
out  the  nation  to  provide  administrative 
support  and  leadership  in  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  states. 

Campus  Ministry  units  are  encouraged 
to  bring  banners  which  creatively  depict 
the  Jubilee  theme  for  use  in  the  plenary 
and  worship  hall.  There  will  also  be 
space  available  in  the  convention  center 
for  exhibits. 

Also,  50  teams  of  one  campus  leader 
and  one  student  are  required  who  can 
lead  Bible  study  and  small  group  discus¬ 
sions  after  plenaries  and  workshops. 
Pprcons  are  being  sought  with  the  ability 


to  communicate  effectively  together  and 
who  are  able  to  stimulate  relevant  dia¬ 
logue  among  group  participants. 

Jubilee  '87  will  be  a  festival  celebra¬ 
tion  in  which  we  explore  our  faith,  re¬ 
member  our  past  and  equip  ourselves  for 
mission  today  and  in  the  future.  Over 
1,000  students  and  200  campus  ministers 
are  expected  to  gather  in  St.  Louis  —  a 
great  mosaic  of  diverse  cultures,  faith 
traditions  and  backgrounds  from 
throughout  the  United  States  and  abroad. 
Jubilee  '87  will  be  a  time  of  growth  in 
Christian  faithfulness:  a  time  of  new  ex¬ 
periences,  new  thoughts  and  new  com¬ 
mitments. 

Interested  students  should  contact 
Rev.  Randy  Nichols,  Louisiana  State 
University,  333  E.  Chimes  St.,  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana  70802. 


Catching  the  Spirit  of  Campus  Ministry 


REACHING  OUT  -  This  LSU  student 
was  part  of  The  Uniting  Campus  Minis- 


CHECKING  IT  OVER  —  Parents  and  Freshman  students  at  Dillard  tour  the 
i  Kearny  Hall  on  August  23, 1987. 


HANGING  AROUND  -  These  stu¬ 
dents  at  Northeastern’s  retreat  on 
Caney  Lake  spent  time  reflecting  on  the 
different  aspects  of  their  lives. 


DINING  AND  DISCUSSING  —  These  students  at  LSU’s  Wesley  Foundation  take 
a  little  time  out  to  enjoy  fellowshipping  with  their  friends. 


THE  GANG’S  ALL  HERE  —  These  people  were  participants  in  Louisiana  Tech’s 
Mid-Winter  Retreat  last  year. 


Covering  the  Campuses  with  The  Uniting  Campus  Ministries  Across  Louisiana 


Students  from  The  Uniting  Campus 
Ministry  at  LSU  (TUCM)  traveled  to  Te- 
zoutepee,  Mexico  (just  north  of  Mexico 
City)  to  assist  in  the  construction  of  the 
first  Methodist  Church  in  that  village. 
The  American  students  participated 
jointly  in  the  project  with  college  stu¬ 
dents  from  the  Methodist  Church  of  Pa- 
chuca.  Plans  are  being  made  to  return  to 
a  different  site  in  Mexico  this  spring. 

Vesper  services  are  held  at  6  p.m. 
each  Wednesday  and  Sunday  at  Louisi¬ 
ana  Tech.  These  student  conducted  wor¬ 
ship  services  give  students  an 
opportunity  to  share  faith  with  each  oth¬ 
er,  growing  in  moments  of  challenge  and 
commitment  of  their  lives  to  Jesus 
Christ.  At  the  close  of  all  programs  and 
activities,  students  join  in  praying  the 
Tech  Wesley  Foundation  Prayer  Benedic¬ 
tion:  “All  that  I  am  and  all  that  I  have,  I 
give  to  Christ  and  to  his  service.  Amen.” 

*  *  • 

On  Sunday,  October  4,  the  Wesley 
Campus  Ministry  and  the  College  Life 
Program  at  UNO  joined  in  partnership 
to  provide  a  meal  and  hospitality  for 
homeless  folks  at  Felicity  Soup  Kitchen. 
Twenty  students  worked  together  to  pro¬ 
vide  317  meals  for  hungry  people  on  that 
Sunday.  This  experience  has  planted  seeds 
for  future  work  with  homeless  ministry 
by  UNO  students. 


When  Northwestern  State  University 
was  forced  to  close  its  counseling  ser¬ 
vice.  the  NSU  Wesley  Foundation  made 
counseling  a  focus  of  its  ministry.  Campus 
minister  Ryan  Horton  works  with  Micki 
Townsend  in  providing  counseling  ser¬ 
vices  to  students. 

For  the  fourth  consecutive  year, 
TUCM  sponsored  (with  assistance  from 
the  Conference  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Campus  Ministry)  a  January 
trip  to  New  York  and  Washington  D.C. 
for  a  United  Methodist  Seminar  on  Na¬ 
tional  and  International  Affairs.  The 
January  1987  trip  focused  on  South  Afri¬ 
ca  and  gave  students  a  chance  to  hear 
the  viewpoints  of  South  African  govern¬ 
ment  officials  and  black  South  Africans. 
The  Washington  segment  included  a 
briefing  at  the  State  Department. 

Jim  Wilson,  Campus  Minister  at 
Northeast’s  Wesley  Foundation  and  the 
Northeast  Uniting  Campus  Ministry  is 
now  a  member  of  the  National  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Campus  Ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  National  Com¬ 
mittee  works  with  the  staff  of  the  Cam¬ 
pus  Ministry  section  of  the  Board  of 
Ministry  and  Higher  Education. 

TUCM  will  sponsor  a  visit  by  Dr.  Vin¬ 
cent  and  Rosemarie  Harding  to  the  LSU 
campus  December  1-2.  The  Hardings 


worked  closely  with  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  and  served  as  consultants  for  the 
PBS  series  “Eyes  on  the  Prize.”  Dr.  Har¬ 
ding,  who  teaches  at  Iliff  School  of  The¬ 
ology,  has  written  a  history  of  the  black 
struggle  entitled  There  is  a  River. 

Centenary’s  School  of  Church  Careers 
has  reached  its  capacity  enrollment  in 
1987-88. 

McNeese  Campus  Minister  Wayne 
Taylor  participated  in  special  training 
on  the  AIDS  crisis  in  Houston  at  the 
Institute  of  Religion  and  Baylor  Med¬ 
ical  College.  This  has  led  to  several  op¬ 
portunities  to  do  training  in  Lake 
Charles. 

Northeast  —  The  UniverSITY  —  a  City 
within  the  City.  A  City  of  faculty,  stu¬ 
dents,  staff,  police,  custodians,  nurses, 
doctors  and  etc.  The  City  of  ideas  and 
change  that  can  threaten  society  or  give 
hope  of  great  new  break  throughs  in  ev¬ 
ery  area.  The  difference  could  well  be  the 
presence  of  the  church.  Your  campus  min¬ 
istries  go  far  beyond  student  nurture  to 
be  that  living  presence  that  calls  for  hope. 

The  United  Methodists  and  Presbyteri¬ 
ans  (USA)  at  Southeastern  Louisiana 
University  completed  a  year-long  pro¬ 
cess  of  uniting  in  May  with  the  accep¬ 


tance  of  a  new  set  of  by-laws,  and  have 
assumed  the  new  name,  “Methodist- 
Presbyterian  Campus  Ministry.”  The 
Wesley  Foundation  Building  and  the 
Presbyterian  student  center  are  located 
next  door  to  each  other  on  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  SLU  campus. 

Dillard  University,  recognized  inter¬ 
nationally,  as  a  viable  liberal  arts  insti¬ 
tution,  produces  graduates  who  meet  the 
competitive  demands  of  society.  Its 
graduates  have  achieved  distinction  in 
their  respective  professions  as  educa¬ 
tors,  lawyers,  physicians,  business  exec¬ 
utives,  judges,  nurses  and  performing 
artists.  This  year,  Dillard’s  student  en¬ 
rollment  is  1,320,  the  largest  in  history. 
Also  this  year,  Dillard  has  a  new  chap¬ 
lain,  United  Methodist  minister,  Dr. 
Isaac  H.  Bivens. 

Deputation  teams  are  a  vital  part  of 
Louisiana  Tech’s  students’  programs  go¬ 
ing  to  district  churches  to  conduct  morn¬ 
ing  worship  services.  A  deputation  team 
consists  of  a  student  to  bring  the  morn¬ 
ing  message,  speak  on  the  theme  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation,  which  this  year  is 
“Running  the  Race,"  a  worship  leader 
and  special  music.  During  the  academic 
year  1986-87  the  Tech  Wesley  Foundation 
sent  out  27  deputation  teams  conducting 
49  worship  services.  Already  scheduled 


for  1987-88,  we  will  send  out  27  teams 
conducting  48  worship  services. 

The  Tulane  chaplaincy  is  involved  in  a 
variety  of  programs,  among  them  is  a 
new  campus-wide  crisis  counseling  ef¬ 
fort,  a  variety  of  studies,  with  students 
and  faculty  (including  interfaith  dia¬ 
logue,  the  Christian  witness  in  global 
perspective  and  contemporary  move¬ 
ments  for  unity  and  renewal  among  the 
world-wide  human  family.)  A  range  of 
services  at  Tulane’s  Campus  Ministry  in¬ 
clude  infirmary  visitation,  career  coun¬ 
seling,  leadership  of  worship  and 
interfacing  with  the  Louisiana  Inter- 
church  Conference  in  its  drive  to  estab¬ 
lish  an  emphasis  upon  "better  values  for 
a  better  Louisiana." 

The  City  Park  Campus  at  Delgado  and 
the  Wesley  Campus  Ministry  have  joined 
together  to  bring  Samuel  Betances  to 
campus  on  November  10.  Dr.  Betances 
consults  internationally  on  community 
college  campuses  and  speaks  well  to  fac¬ 
ulty  and  students.  His  expertise  is  in  the 
area  of  high  risk  students.  His  ability  to 
energize  educators  and  students  will  add 
a  new  spirit  to  Delgado’s  campus. 

Louisiana  Tech’s  Wesley  Foundation’s 
Mid-Winter  Retreat  will  be  held  at 
Caney  Conference  Center,  Minden,  on 


January  29-30,  1988,  with  Dr.  Clay  Lee, 
minister,  Galloway  United  Methodist 
Church,  Jackson,  Mississippi,  as  the 
guest  speaker.  Also,  the  Distinguished 
Speaker  Series  will  be  held  on  March  15, 
16  and  17,  1988  with  Dr.  Charles  Sim¬ 
mons,  minister  Noel  Memorial  UMC  in 
Shreveport  as  the  guest  speaker. 

This  fall,  students  and  staff  from  UNO 
and  SUNO  embarked  on  a  new  adven¬ 
ture.  During  the  Labor  Day  Weekend, 
this  crew,  including  folks  from  ages  19- 
50,  participated  in  a  wilderness  skills 
program  in  the  mountains  of  Tennessee. 
They  learned  skills  in  caving,  rock 
climbing  and  rappelling. 

SUNO’s  campus  has  a  playful  spirit 
this  semester  during  the  dvenings.  In  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  needs  of  frazzled  parents, 
the  Wesley  Campus  Ministry,  the  Eve¬ 
ning  College  and  the  Education  Division 
have  joined  hands  to  provide  a  Tutoring/ 
Enrichment  Program  for  elementary 
school  children  of  Evening  Division  stu¬ 
dents.  The  children  are  provided  with 
one  on  one  tutoring,  creative  play,  arts 
and  crafts  and  a  snack  each  evening.  The 
program  is  open  four  nights  a  week  from 
6  p.m.  until  10  p.m.  Though  the  program 
is  only  in  its  third  week,  the  enrollment 
is  37  children  and  is  growing  each  eve¬ 
ning. 
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On  Ohe  Way  . . 


When  "Bear”  Bryant  was  coaching  at  Alabama,  there  was  a  game 
when  Alabama  was  leading  their  opponents  by  three  points  with 
only  a  few  seconds  left  on  the  clock.  The  "Bear”  sent  a  signal  to  the 
inexperienced  quarterback  to  drop  back  and  fall  on  the  ball. 

Instead,  the  quarterback  dropped  back,  saw  an  Alabama  player 
open  down  the  field  and  threw  a  pass.  Suddenly  it  was  intercepted 
and  the  opposing  player  was  running  for  the  goal  line.  The  quarter¬ 
back  raced  down  the  field,  tackled  the  ball  carrier,  the  time  ran  out 
and  Alabama  won  the  game. 

When  the  two  coaches  met  following  the  game,  the  other  coach 
said  to  Bryant,  “I  have  never  seen  anybody  run  as  fast  as  your  quar¬ 
terback.”  The  “Bear”  replied,  "Your  guy  was  just  running  for  six 
points.  Mine  was  running  for  his  life.” 

Editorial  Assistant’s  Note:  "Geaux  Tigers.” 

(LSU  vs  ’Bama  —  Nov.  7) 


Broadmoor  Tempts  Tastebuds 


The  United  States’  heritage  as  a  na¬ 
tional  melting  pot  rang  true  at  the 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Baton  Rouge’s  20th  Annual  Taste  Fair, 
with  a  large  number  of  cultural  dishes 
tempting  the  more  than  600  people  who 
came  out  for  the  affair. 

In  honor  of  the  200th  anniversary  of 
our  United  States  Constitution,  this 
year’s  theme  was  “We  the  People.”  The 
five  different  tables  were  set  up  with  the 
idea  that  each  represented  a  certain 
area  of  the  country  and  the  foods  pre¬ 
pared  for  each  table  were  the  specialties 
of  that  section  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  table  was  decorated  using  the 
theme  of  “The  Southwest,  Westward 
Ho!"  The  chairperson  for  that  table  was 
Dixie  Taylor.  The  second  table  carried 
the  theme  "The  Southeast,  Old  and  New 
Meet"  and  Emily  Rowan  was  the  chair¬ 
person  for  that  table.  The  third  table  was 
called  “Our  Nation’s  Capitol,  We  All 
Come  Together.”  Chairpersons  for  this 
table  were  Suzie  Butler  and  Connie 
Smith.  The  fourth  table’s  theme  was 
“The  Northeast,  Our  Forefathers,”  and 
the  chairperson  for  the  table  was  Sharon 
Detlefs.  Table  number  five  carried  out 
the  theme,  "The  Northwest,  Frontier 
Heritage,”  and  Diana  Charles  was  the 
chairperson  for  the  foods  on  this  table. 


In  addition  to  the  special  decorations, 
visitors  were  treated  to  watching  Mrs.  A. 
B.  Clark  and  Mrs.  Esther  Cook  spinning 
and  weaving  material  on  an  authentic 
spinning  wheel  and  weaving  loom. 

Cookbooks,  called  "We  the  People," 
were  put  together  including  all  of  the 
recipes  for  the  dishes  tasted  at  the  Fair. 

"We  limit  ourselves  to  600  tickets  and 
this  year  we  sold  601  —  one  extra,”  Gen¬ 
eral  Chairman  Carol  Bolger  said.  “With 
the  600  plus  all  of  the  workers  who  were 
served,  we  served  between  700  and  800 
people,” 

“One  of  the  things  we  do  is  that  the 
money  from  the  Taste  Fair  enables  us  to 
cover  our  expenses  and  give  in  addition 
to  our  regular  missions,"  Bolger  said. 
"This  way,  we  don't  have  to  touch  our 
pledge  money  and  it  can  all  go  to  our 
missions." 

The  United  Methodist  Women’s  mis¬ 
sions  support  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  Lafon  Home,  Methodist  Home 
Hospital,  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center, 
MacDonnell  Children’s  Services  in  Hou¬ 
ma,  Zonta  House  in  Baton  Rouge  (shelter 
for  battered  women).  Church  Women 
United,  Dulac  Community  Center  and 
the  Capital  Hospice  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Also  featured  at  Broadmoor’s  Taste 
Fair  was  a  Country  Store  with  handmade 


arts  and  crafts  and  a  Bake  Shop  with 
plenty  of  homemade  treats. 

The  Broadmoor  UMW  honored  Audrey 
Kelley  and  Lillian  Peabody  for  their  long 
years  of  devoted  service  to  UMW.  These 
ladies  were  to  have  officially  opened  the 
1987  Taste  Fair  by  leading  the  way  to  the 


serving  tables,  however  Mrs.  Peabody 
was  unable  to  attend. 

The  1987  Taste  Fair  entailed  a  lot  of 
hard  work  and  preparation  but  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  afternoon  made  it  all  worth¬ 
while. 


CHIPPER  CHAIRPERSONS  —  These  Broadmoor  UMW  are  happy  the  day  of  the 
Taste  Fair  ran  so  smoothly.  Pictured  are,  from  1  to  r,  Margaret  Patteson,  general 
co-chairman,  Carol  Bolger,  general  chairman,  and  Cynthia  Holliday,  Broadmoor’s 
UMW  president. 


SPINNING  AWAY  -  Mrs.  A.  B.  Clark 
is  pictured  showing  her  expertise  on  the 
spinning  wheel  during  the  Broadmoor, 
Baton  Rouge  UMW  Taste  Fair  ’87. 


GIVING  A  DEMONSTRATION  - 
Mrs.  Ester  Cook  is  shown  giving  a  weav¬ 
ing  lesson  to  an  interested  onlooker  dur¬ 
ing  the  Taste  Fair  at  Broadmoor. 


TASTING  ALL  THE  TREATS  —  More  than  600  persons  enjoyed  the  many  differ¬ 
ent  dishes  representing  the  various  cultures  across  the  United  States  at  the  Broad¬ 
moor  UMW  Taste  Fair. 


SOUTHWESTERN  SERVER  -  This 
lady  was  one  of  the  servers  for  the 
UMW's  Taste  Fair  at  Broadmoor  UMC. 
She  was  dishing  up  one  of  the  many 
Southwestern  style  dishes. 


PEEKING  IN  THE  POTS  -  This  lit¬ 
tle  fellow  was  checking  out  one  of  the 
dishes  during  the  Taste  Fair.  The  after¬ 
noon  was  enjoyed  by  young  and  old 
alike. 


Noel  Hosts  14th  Annual  IJlHWonicn^s  Meeting  e.m,l.c.  to  Hold  Workshop 

The  United  Methodist  Women  rpeenl  1  v  - - - - .  &  ttt  Camphor  UMC,  December  12 


The  United  Methodist  Women  recently 
met  at  Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  to  attend  their 
Louisiana  Conference  Fourteenth  Annual 
Meeting.  There  were  519  UMW  members 
in  attendance  for  the  event. 

The  members  were  honored  to  have 
Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  and  his  wife  Nancy 
attending.  The  members  of  the  Larger 
Cabinet  and  their  wives  were  the  special 
guests.  They  included:  Rev.  George 
Duerson,  Rev.  Donald  Hall,  Dr.  Kirby 
Vining,  Rev.  Woodrow  Smith,  Rev.  Byrl 
Moreland,  Rev.  George  Calvin,  Dr.  Stone 
Caraway,  Dr.  W.  Odell  Simmons,  Dr. 
Harvey  G.  Williamson  and  Dr.  J.  J.  Cara¬ 
way. 

Guest  speakers  for  the  meeting  includ¬ 
ed  Pat  Kneipp,  Counselor,  First  United 
Methodist  Church;  Dr.  Rosalie  J.  Law- 
son,  Associate  Professor  of  Behavioral 
Sciences  (Gerontology),  The  Oklahoma 
College  of  Osteopathic  Medicine  and  Sur¬ 
gery,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma;  Ms.  Eva  Under¬ 
wood,  Dulac  Community  Center;  Gerald 
J.  Bridges,  MacDonnell  Children’s  Ser¬ 
vices,  Inc.;  Ms.  Andrea  Johnson,  Admin¬ 
istrative  Secretary,  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center;  and  Rev.  Ester 
Hammond,  former  person  in  mission, 
Monrovia,  Liberia,  now  pastor  of  Church 
Point-Maxie-Ville  Platte  churches.  The 


1987  Annual  Meeting  Offering  was  given 
on  behalf  of  missionaries  and  in  honor  of 
Rev.  Ester  Hammond. 

The  Saturday  morning  Meditation  was 
brought  to  the  group  by  Bishop  Ben  Oli¬ 
phint  and  Dr.  Rosalie  Lawson.  Satur¬ 
day’s  Worship  and  Communion  Service 
was  conducted  by  Rev.  Charles  B.  Sim¬ 
mons,  host  pastor  and  assisted  by  Rev. 
Marie  Williams.  Lay  assistants  were 
June  Sumrall,  Shreveport,  First  UMC 
and  chairperson  of  the  Annual  Meeting 
and  Gladys  Prillerman,  St.  James  UMC, 
assistant  chairperson. 

Playing  the  organ  and  piano  for  the 
meeting  was  Becky  Gerardy,  who  is  the 
current  president  of  United  Methodist 
Women  at  Noel  Memorial.  Soloist  was 
Suzanne  Cate,  Director  of  Music  Minis¬ 
tries  at  Noel  Memorial. 

Re-elected  to  serve  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  United  Methodist  Women  in  1988 
were  President  Janelle  McCammon,  La¬ 
fayette  and  Secretary  Sally  Turner, 
Mansfield.  The  newly  elected  chairper¬ 
son  of  Christian  Global  Concerns  is  Wil¬ 
ma  Crosby  from  Winnsboro.  She  replaces 
Johnnye  Butler  of  Franklinton.  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Program  Resources  Lois  Heath 
from  Baton  Rouge  replaces  Lueburda 
Myers  from  Shreveport.  The  new  nomi¬ 
nating  committee  chairperson  is  Willie 


Mae  Kimbrough,  who  replaces  Idelle 
Simms.  The  1987  members  of  the  nomi¬ 
nating  committee  were  Elizabeth  Low- 
rey  and  Mary  L.  Parker.  The  1988  new 
members  are  Jane  Humble  —  Ruston 
District,  Betty  Carlin  —  Lake  Charles 
District  and  Mable  McDaniel  —  Shreve¬ 
port  District. 

The  1987  Annual  Meeting  Task  Group 
included:  Chairperson,  June  Sumrall;  as- 
Ef 


sistant  chairperson,  Gladys  Prillerman, 
Conference  President,  Janelle  McCam¬ 
mon;  Conference  Vice-President,  Betty 
Ferrington;  Conference  Treasurer,  Judy 
Rountree;  Shreveport  District  President 
Ola  McNaughton;  Noel  Memorial  Chair¬ 
persons,  Sally  Montgomery  and  Julia  Pa- 
pageorge  and  three  assistants,  Martha 
Garrett,  Barbara  Brown  and  Rosemary 
Baldridge.  Registrar  was  Mary  Ellen 
Gardner. 


DINNER  DISCUSSION  —  Pictured  from  1  to  r,  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  and  his  wife 
Nancy  and  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons,  who  was  the  host  pastor  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women's  14th  Annual  Meeting. 

Music  Meeting  Reminder 


This  is  a  reminder  that  the  Fellowship 
of  United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music 
and  Other  Arts  is  sponsoring  a  meeting 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Al¬ 
exandria,  on  Saturday,  November  14 
from  11  a.m.  until  4  p.m.  to  explore  the 


possibility  of  establishing  a  Louisiana 
Chapter.  For  further  information,  call 
Franklin  Poole  at  First  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge,  (504)  383-4777  or  Micky  Cloud, 
Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston  at  (318)  251-0750. 


The  Conference  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Committee  will  hold  a  workshop 
on  Saturday.  December  12,  1987  at  Cam¬ 
phor  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge.  The  theme  for  the  work¬ 
shop  will  be  "E.M.L.C.  —  Beyond  1988." 

The  day  will  begin  with  registration  at 
9:30  a.m  and  will  conclude  with  a  Send¬ 
ing  Forth  Service  at  3:30  p.m.  The  work¬ 
shop  is  designed  to  explore  the  plans 
being  made  at  the  General  Church  level 
to  incorporate  ethnic  minority  concerns 
into  the  total  life  of  the  church 

Dr.  C.  Leonard  Miller  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  staff  will  be  the  re¬ 
source  person  for  the  workshop  and  will 
have  valuable  information  to  share.  Dr 
Miller  is  Associate  General  Secretary  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries.  He  is 
responsible  to  the  Council  for  its  activi¬ 
ties  relating  to  the  general  program 
agencies. 

Dr.  Miller’s  expertise  is  in  diagnosis, 
goal  setting,  analysis,  implementation 
and  evaluation  of  projects,  as  well  as  fa¬ 
cilitating  the  development  of  informa¬ 
tion,  the  making  of  informed  choices  and 
the  support  of  council  members. 

Local  church  pastors,  lay  leaders, 
work  area  chairpersons  of  Missions  and 
Religion  and  Race,  chairpersons  of  Con¬ 
ference  Boards  and  Agencies,  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  staff,  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conference  delegates 


and  other  interested  persons  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  attend. 

Participants  are  encouraged  to  send  in 
their  application  forms  to  Rev.  Roger 
Lathan  at  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana.  70802,  before  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  1987. 

Additional  registration  forms  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Conference  Headquar¬ 
ters  Building. 


SCHEDULED  TO  SPEAK  -  Dr.  C. 
Leonard  Miller  will  be  the  resource  per¬ 
son  for  the  E.M.L.C.  Workshop  to  be 
held  December  12th. 


First  UMC  Shreveport  Offers  Arts  Program 


SINGING  AND  SHARING  —  These  ladies  are  singing  during  the  Morning  Service 
at  Noel  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  for  the  UMW’s  14th  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing.  They  are,  from  1  to  r,  Janelle  McCammon  and  Dr.  Rosalie  Lawson. 


Ben  Oliphint 
Bishop 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
Harvey  G.  Williamson  Kim  Dent 

Council  Director-Editor  Editorial  Assistant 


First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Shreveport  has  increased  its  activities  in 
the  arts  with  several  new  programs. 
These  are  geared  to  meet  the  needs  of  all 
ages,  children  through  senior  adults. 

A  newly  formed  "Texas  Street  Arts 
Series”  is  offering  outstanding  arts 
events  for  an  extremely  low  member¬ 
ship  fee.  The  first  event,  the  Chamber 
Music  Society  of  Lincoln  Center  was  on 
Oct.  7  with  T.V.  and  movie  personality 
William  Windom  to  present  an  “Evening 
with  Thurber”  on  November  15.  The 
Singing  Christmas  Tree  spectacular  will 
be  on  December  15  at  the  Strand  The¬ 
atre;  a  well-known  French  organist  will 
perform  on  April  17;  and  the  world-re¬ 
nowned  McLain  Family  Bluegrass  Band 
will  appear  on  May  8th.  Over  700  individ¬ 
uals  have  become  members  of  this 


church  sponsored  series,  including  nu¬ 
merous  groups  from  retirement  homes 
and  other  churches. 

The  Series  is  completely  open  to  the 
public. 

The  church,  under  the  leadership  of 
Dr.  Will  Andress,  Minister  of  Music,  will 
also  enlarge  its  theatrical  productions 
from  one  summer  musical  to  three  year¬ 
ly  productions  of  family  entertainment. 
The  popular  musical  Scrooge  will  be 
presented  in  the  church's  Performing 
Arts  Center  theatre  on  December  11-13 
with  the  award  winning  Thornton  Wilder 
drama  Our  Town  scheduled  for  April  8- 
17, 1988. 

Anyone  wishing  further  information 
on  any  of  these  events  should  write  the 
Music  Office  of  First  UMC,  Shreveport  or 
phone  (318)424-4373. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
E.M.L.C.  —  Beyond  1988 
Saturday,  December  12,  1987 


Name_ 


_  Telephone 


Address 
Church  _ 


City 


.  Office  in  Local  Church 


Please  return  your  registration  form  by  November  30,  1987  to: 

Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan.  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  —  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries. 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  527  North  Boulevard.  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802. 


In  Memoriam 


Marie  Clemons  Risinger,  wife  of  retired  minister  Rev.  Donald  M.  Risinger, 
died  October  17,  1987.  Mrs.  Risinger,  a  resident  of  DeQuincy  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  was  71  years  old. 
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By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

hy  don’t  we  just 
kick  those  people 
out?” 

That  question  reflects  the  widespread 
frustration  voiced  by  critics  of  a  recent 
church  trial  for  one  of  “those  people’’: 
the  Rev.  Rose  Mary  Denman,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  self-proclaimed 
practicing  lesbian. 

An  all-clergy  jury  in  Dover,  N.H.,  con¬ 
victed  Ms.  Denman  in  August  of  violat¬ 
ing  church  law  that  prohibits 
homosexual  behavior  by  ordained  minis¬ 
ters.  Ms.  Denman,  a  clergy  member  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Annual  Conference, 
had  openly  admitted  to  living  in  a  lesbi¬ 
an  relationship  with  the  divorced  wife  of 
a  UM  minister. 

What  angered  critics  was  the  relative¬ 
ly  lenient  sentence  handed  down  by  the 
jury:  “suspension”  of  Ms.  Denman  from 
ministerial  duties  until  the  next  regular¬ 
ly  scheduled  executive  session  of  her  an¬ 
nual  conference.  Church  law  permitted 
much  harsher  sentencing,  including  im¬ 
mediate  ouster  from  the  ministry. 

For  advocates  of  such  an  outcome,  Ms. 
Denman’s  lesser  sentence  rubbed  the 
wrong  way.  It  appeared  to  fly  in  the  face  of 
a  mandate  by  the  1984  General  Conference 
to  ban  homosexuals  from  the  ministry. 

Other  observers,  however,  applauded 
the  jury’s  decision  as  an  appropriately 
temperate  response  to  a  still-debatable 
issue  in  the  denomination. 


Oi 


bviously,  strains  in  United 
|  Methodism  regarding  homosex¬ 
uality  are  far  from  easing.  It’s 
almost  inevitable  that  at  next  spring’s 
General  Conference  in  St.  Louis,  tensions 
related  to  the  issue  will  surface  once 
again.  And  delegates  once  more  will  be 
called  upon  to  address  an  issue  that  has 
plagued  the  denomination’s  lawmaking 
body  since  1972. 

It  should  be  equally  obvious  by  now, 
however,  that  this  ongoing  controversy 
encompasses  even  more  than  complex 
questions  about  sexuality.  The  current 
flap  is  merely  the  tip  of  an  ecclesiastical 
iceberg  that  floats  ominously  among 
United  Methodists  and  other  mainline 
church  bodies. 

Among  United  Methodists,  the  Rose 
Mary  Denman  situation  is  but  the  most 
recent  skirmish  in  a  larger  battle  over 
other  perplexing  questions  of  basic 
Christian  identity. 

A  look  at  two  such  questions  reveals 
just  how  basic  and  agonizing  that  strug¬ 
gle  is. 

(1)  What  is  the  nature  and  meaning  of 
ordination? 

(2)  What  is  United  Methodism’s  most 
dominant  image  of  itself  as  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  the  body  of  Christ? 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


These  two  questions  may  at  first  seem 
unrelated  to  the  debate  over  homosexual¬ 
ity.  But  how  one  answers  them  helps  to 
shape  one’s  outlook  about  homosexuality 
and  attitude  toward  homosexual  people. 

In  fact,  underlying  all  three  issues— 
homosexuality,  ordination  and  the  nature 
of  the  church— is  another  question  that 
has  disturbed  and  divided  followers  of 
Jesus  across  the  centuries:  Is  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life  primarily  a  way  of  doing,  or  is  it 
first  of  all  a  way  of  being? 

As  those  who  have  thought  about  ho¬ 
mosexuality  have  found,  it  makes  a  deci¬ 
sive  difference  whether  one  views  sexual 
orientation  as  a  “choice”  (something  that 
one  intentionally  does)  or  as  a  “condi¬ 
tion”  (something  that  simply  is  and  can¬ 
not  be  changed). 

What  follows  suggests  similar  distinc¬ 
tions  in  the  way  Christians  view  ordina¬ 
tion  and  church  identity. 

As  an  analysis,  it  purposely  attempts 
to  avoid  “taking  sides.”  Rather,  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  promote  awareness  of  values 
that  are  at  stake  when  we  as  individuals 
and  as  the  church  try  to  give  once-for- 
all-time  answers  to  such  basic  and  com¬ 
plex  questions. 

Such  an  awareness  is  particularly  need¬ 
ed  if  United  Methodists  are  to  struggle 
faithfully  in  these  matters  with  the  bibli¬ 
cal  mandate  that  Christians  should  "test 
everything;  hold  fast  to  what  is  good  and 
abstain  from  every  form  of  evil.” 

At  issue  regarding  ordination  is 
the  re-emergence  of  traditional 
tensions  between  two  contrast¬ 
ing  understandings  of  ordination  as  a 
special  office  conferred  on  individuals  by 
the  church. 

Should  ordination  be  viewed  primarily 
as  mostly  a  matter  of  what  one  does 
(function)  or  of  what  one  is  (ontology)? 

Ordination  understood  as  what  one 
does  underlies  what  in  modern  times  has 
become  a  professional  model  of  minis¬ 
try.  In  this  model,  ordained  people  are 
viewed  as  “set  apart”  for  specialized 
roles  that  include  preaching,  administer¬ 
ing  the  sacraments,  teaching,  counseling, 
community  building  and  living  morally 
exemplary  lives. 

Basic  to  this  view  that  ordination  is  a 
specialized  way  of  doing  the  Christian 
life  is  a  belief  that  such  roles  result  pri¬ 
marily  from  voluntary  human  choosing. 
People  accept  such  roles  knowing  that 
certain  expectations  “come  with  the  ter¬ 
ritory.”  That  territory  includes,  in  the 
case  of  ordination  as  practiced  by  most 
mainline  churches,  a  heterosexual 
lifestyle  lived  out  in  the  context  of  mo¬ 
nogamous  marriage. 

Understandably,  those  who  lean  to¬ 
ward  a  “doing”  view  of  ordination  tend 
to  regard  Rose  Mary  Denman  or  any  oth¬ 
er  homosexual  clergyperson  as  having 


violated  their  functional  “job  descrip¬ 
tion.”  Such  people’s  sexual  way  of  life 
clearly  is  at  odds  with  current  church 
law  and  with  centuries  of  consensus 
about  the  normative  moral  status  of  het¬ 
erosexual  behavior. 

In  the  secular  world,  the  typical  re¬ 
sponse  to  such  perceived  transgressions, 
especially  when  the  violator  is  unrepen¬ 
tant,  is  clear  and  straightforward: 
“You’re  fired!”  People  who  lean  toward 
this  view  want  to  know  why  the  church 
can’t  be  similarly  straightforward  in 
handling  what  appears  to  be  a  clear  fail¬ 
ure  to  do  one’s  job  of  exemplifying  moral 
sexual  conduct. 

The  matter  is  neither  so  clear  nor 
straightforward,  however,  for 
people  who  view  ordination  as 
primarily  a  special  way  of  being  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  According  to  this  view,  ordination  is 
the  church’s  recognition  of  God’s  special 
claim  on  the  life  of  one  “called”  to  a 


Does  our  denomination  have  a  death  wish? 


To  the  Editor: 

Does  a  denominational  death  wish  mo¬ 
tivate  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  and  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship? 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  has  recommended  the  deletion  of 
the  Book  of  Discipline’s  statement  that 
the  practice  of  homosexuality  is  “incom¬ 
patible  with  Christian  teaching”  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  16). 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
wants  "new  images  of  God”  in  the  new 
hymnal.  For  some  members  of  the  board, 
that  means  addressing  God  as  mother. 

These  actions  would  accelerate  the  ex¬ 
odus  of  members  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  rightly  so.  Any  Christian 
communion  worthy  of  the  name  must 
combine  compassion  for  sinners  with  a 
condemnation  of  sexual  immorality,  both 
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homosexual  and  heterosexual. 

As  for  the  language  we  use  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  God,  we  must  not  pretend  that 
we  are  wiser  than  the  Holy  Spirit  who 
teaches  us  in  Scripture  what  God-lan¬ 
guage  to  use. 

We  can  say  of  the  Scriptural  God-lan¬ 
guage  what  John  Wesley  said  of  the  word 
“perfection,"  “. .  .it  is  scriptural;  there¬ 
fore  neither  you  nor  I  can  in  conscience 
object  against  it,  unless  we  would  send 
the  Holy  Ghost  to  school  and  teach  Him 
to  speak  who  made  the  tongue.” 

Robert  B.  Mussman 
Rutland,  Ohio 

I’m  more  than  upset 

To  the  Editor. 

Upset  doesn’t  even  come  close  to  what 
I  felt  after  reading  two  articles  in  the 
Oct.  16  Reporter.  The  two  articles  were 
“Discipleship  board  urges  new  God  im¬ 
ages  in  hymns”  and  “Board  seeks  remov¬ 
al  of  ‘gay’  words  from  law.” 

How  long  are  we  going  to  put  up  with 
the  apostasy  in  our  United  Methodist 
Church?  Let’s  call  it  what  it  is,  a  falling 
away  from  Christ  and  the  foundations 
found  in  our  Bible  and  fully  embracing 
that  of  the  world.  That  is  called  mixture. 

The  Bible  tells  me  how  God  deals  with 
mixture:  He  will  spew  it  all  out  of  His 
mouth! 

Our  sin-soft  ministers,  board  members 
and  leadership-— please  listen!  I  will  not 
tolerate  the  anti-Father  God  and  pro-ho¬ 
mosexuality  movements. 

I  am  sickened  by  it  all.  I  am  sure  the 
majority  of  United  Methodists  is  too. 

Beth  Stamper 
Humble,  Texas 

I  applaud  recommendation 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  your  article  entitled,  "Board 
seeks  removal  of  ‘gay’  words  from  law” 
with  some  interest. 

I  applaud  the  recommendation  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
and  I  believe  that  it  is  certainly  time  for 
the  church  to  begin  to  work  for  reconcili¬ 
ation  with  lesbians  and  “gay”  men. 

The  concerns  of  Bishop  Richard  Wilke, 
the  Rev.  Richard  Looney  and  John 
Thomas  about  membership  decline  as  a 
result  of  this  action  are  beside  the  point. 

I  am  not  saying  that  membership 
growth  is  not  important.  It  is!  What  I 
want  to  say  is  that  a  potential  loss  in 
membership  is  not  relevant  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  how  the  church  should  respond  to 
its  lesbian  and  “gay”  members. 

Did  not  the  pro-slavery  forces  make  a 
similar  argument  at  the  General  Confer¬ 
ences  of  1836,  1840  and  1844?  The  argu¬ 
ment  about  membership  decline  or 
church  schism  is  no  more  relevant  in  our 
case  than  it  was  in  the  slavery  debates. 

We  must  struggle  with  this  issue  in  the 
light  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  for 


the  Gospel  alone  is  the  relevant  concern. 

If  Bishop  Wilke  will  have  to  spend  the 
rest  of  his  life  working  to  “shore  up 
churches"  and  trying  to  heal  “confused 
laity,”  then  so  be  it.  Such  healing  is  des¬ 
perately  needed  anyway. 

Chuck  Wojnowski 
Vancouver,  Washington 

I’m  outraged! 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  “Board  seeks  removal 
of  ‘gay’  words  from  law”  (see  UMR,  Oct. 
16),  I  was  outraged! 

The  United  Methodist  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  wording  of  paragraph  71,  Item  F,  is 
beautiful,  inspiring  and  loving  just  the 
way  it  is. 

We  as  Christians  are  called  to  love  one 
another.  To  that  there  is  no  doubt.  Howev¬ 
er,  the  way  my  Bible  reads,  we  are  called 
to  high  moral  and  social  standards  also. 

As  I  contemplated  this  issue  I  was 
drawn  to  Romans  1:22.  This  Scripture 
makes  it  clear  what  immoral  behavior 
leads  to. 

Yes,  we  are  called  to  love  one  another. 
However,  Jesus  in  his  confrontation  with 
the  prostitute  in  John  8:3-12  said  TWO 
things:  Let  those  of  you  who  are  without 
sin  cast  the  first  stone,  and  “Go  and  sin 
no  more.” 

I  fear  that  our  leaders  may  be  spend¬ 
ing  too  much  time  in  social  circles  and 
not  enough  time  in  the  Scriptures. 

If  that  is  true,  our  church  is  in  a  sad 
state.  We  need  to  go  back  to  John  Wes¬ 
ley’s  call  to  the  Scriptures  and  regain  the 
vitality  we  as  Methodists  once  knew. 

Donald  Culver 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri 

Make  ban  stronger 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  in  the  Oct.  16  Reporter  that  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
wants  to  remove  from  the  Social  Principles 
the  line  condemning  homosexual  behavior 
as  “incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.” 

I  agree.  We  need  to  replace  this  word¬ 
ing  with  something  much  stronger. 

God  never  made  anyone  a  homosex¬ 
ual.  God  never  designed  the  human  body 
for  this  kind  of  perverted  behavior. 

Call  me  homophobic  if  you  wish,  but 
check  it  out  medically  first. 

The  "homosexual  lifestyle”  is  not  one 
that  could  be  called  socially  redeeming 
or  caring  even  in  the  furthest  stretch  of 
the  imagination. 

According  to  a  1983  study  reported  in 
the  Annals  of  Internal  Medicine,  homo¬ 
sexuals  diagnosed  with  acquired  immune 
deficiency  syndrome  admitted  that  50 
percent  of  their  previous  sexual  partners 
had  come  from  bathhouse/club  encoun¬ 
ters.  Do  we  define  this  behavior  now  as 
Christian? 

How  many  deaths  is  it  going  to  take 
before  we  wake  up  to  the  fact  that  Chris- 
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tians  are  called  to  live  a  “pure  and  holy” 
lifestyle  and  to  be  “conformed  into  the 
image  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Can  anyone  claim  to  be  a  follower  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  believe  that  this  behav¬ 
ior  is  being  conformed  into  his  image?  I 
don’t  see  how  it  is  possible. 

While  it  is  true,  under  ideal  circum¬ 
stances,  the  Book  of  Discipline  shouldn’t 
list  all  the  possible  sins  that  Christians 
should  avoid,  our  world  is  not  ideal. 

We  live  in  a  world  with  a  well-orga¬ 
nized,  politically  astute  homosexual  or¬ 
ganization  that  is  trying  to  get  the 
American  culture,  including  the  church, 
to  receive  as  normal  and  acceptable  a 
behavior  that  is  medically,  psychologi¬ 
cally  and  theologically  sinful. 

John  D.  Appling 
Buffalo,  Missouri 


than  the  rule  among  United  Methodists. 
As  part  of  our  heritage,  however,  its  ef¬ 
fects  on  how  clergy  are  perceived  and 
treated  are  subtle  but  nonetheless  real. 

In  the  case  of  moral  behavior,  one  such 
effect  is  to  give  ordained  people  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  doubt,  usually  far  beyond  what 
one  might  grant  to  a  typical  layperson. 

For  many  people,  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt  regarding  homosexuality  means 
looking  upon  its  morality  or  immorality  as 
an  open-ended  question  that  has  no  bearing 
on  the  validity  of  a  minister’s  ordination. 
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REPORTER  STAFF  DRAWING  BY  TOM  GIBSON 

A  question  that  disturbs  and  divides  followers  of  Jesus:  Is  the  Christian 
life  primarily  a  way  of  doing,  or  is  it  first  of  all  a  way  of  being? 


clergy  identity.  Ordination  thus  places 
the  church’s  "mark”  on  such  a  person 
and  recognizes  his  or  her  special  spiritu¬ 
al  identity  within  the  body  of  believers. 

The  tradition  that  views  ordination  as  a 
special  way  of  being  is  one  that  is  more  as¬ 
sumed  than  actively  advocated  in  the  1980s, 
particularly  among  Protestant  Christians. 

Reminders  of  its  presence,  however, 
can  be  detected  in  numerous  ways.  Those 
include  the  mystique  of  special  spiritual 
power  that  sometimes  is  attributed  to  or¬ 
dained  people— for  example,  believing  a 
pastor’s  prayers  are  more  pleasing  to 
God  than  a  layperson’s. 

Such  people  would  agree  with  Urban 
T.  Holmes  III  that  one  who  is  ordained 
becomes  a  “mana-person,”  one  who  lives 
in  closer  proximity  to  spiritual  power 
(mana)  than  others  (“Ministry  and  Imagi¬ 
nation.”  New  York:  The  Seabury  Press, 
1981.  p.  222f). 

A  spiritually  elevated  view  of  ordina¬ 
tion  probably  is  the  exception  rather 


egardless  of  which  understand¬ 
ing  of  ordination  one  is  most  in- 
.  fluenced  by,  it  is  unlikely  that 
the  church  in  the  foreseeable  future  will 
reduce  its  criteria  for  ordination  to  a 
checklist  of  what  ministers  should  and 
should  not  do. 

For  example,  a  denominational  study 
committee’s  working  document  on  the 
ministry  would  affirm  the  counsel  of  our 
church’s  bishops  to  continue  steering  a 
middle  course  between  these  two  ex¬ 
treme  views  of  ordination.  That’s  essen¬ 
tially  the  course  our  church  has  taken 
since  1972,  although  with  modifications 
along  the  way  intended  to  clarify  the 
church’s  position. 

Taking  a  “middle  ground”  course  af¬ 
firms  the  partial  validity  of  perspec¬ 
tives  on  both  sides  but  refuses  to  be 
guided  absolutely  by  any  one  view. 

Rather,  it  leaves  open  the  possibility 
of  broad-based  agreement  on  the  nature 
and  meaning  of  ordination  on  grounds 
that  go  beyond  either  a  one-sided  "way 
of  doing”  or  an  equally  one-sided  “way  of 
being”  approach. 

One  direction  in  which  that  agreement 
is  being  fruitfully  sought  is  in  the  norma¬ 
tive  concept  of  “character,”  which  com¬ 
bines  elements  of  both  doing  and  being 
as  equally  essential  dimensions  of  au¬ 
thentic  Christian  living.  If  any  position 
approaches  a  consensus  on  ordination 
among  United  Methodists,  it  is  that  per¬ 
sons  whom  the  church  ordains  should  be 
people  of  “character”— that  is,  people 
whose  behavior  and  being  reflect  “the 
mind  of  Christ.” 

The  dilemma  of  ordination 
would  be  more  readily  resolv¬ 
able  if  our  denomination  had  a 
clearer  idea  of  its  basic  institutional 
identity.  In  sociological  terms,  United 
Methodists  are  more  than  ever  unclear 
about  whether  we  are  a  “sect-type”  or 
"church-type”  organization. 

Or,  in  less  technical  terms,  is  United 
Methodism  a  distinctive  way  among 
many  ways  of  practicing  the  Christian 
faith  (a  type  of  “sect”)?  Or  is  it  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  the  universal  church  that  by  defi¬ 
nition  is  Christian  just  because  it’s  the 
church  (a  type  of  “church”)? 

There  clearly  are  and  long  have  been 
sect-type  tendencies  in  Methodism— that 
is,  a  desire  to  be  a  body  (as  sociologically 
defined)  that’s  “composed  of  strict  and 
definite  Christian  believers”  (Ernst 
Troeltsch,  “The  Social  Teachings  of  the 
Christian  Churches.”  New  York:  Harper 
Torchbooks,  1960.  p.  993). 

While  most  emphases  on  a  distinctive 
way  of  “doing”  the  faith  have  disap¬ 
peared  from  our  denomination’s  teach¬ 
ings  since  the  19th  century— bans  on  card 
playing,  theater  going,  etc.— at  least  two 
remain:  an  emphasis  on  abstinence  from 
beverage  alcohol  and  the  normative  sta¬ 
tus  of  heterosexuality  as  the  only  Chris¬ 
tian  form  of  sexual  expression. 

The  intent  of  such  emphases  is  to 
specify  ‘‘strict  and  definite” 
ways  in  which  Christians  are 
different  from  secular  society.  From  this 
perspective,  to  be  otherwise  is  to  be 
“wishy-washy"  and  lacking  in  moral 
courage  and  self-discipline. 

Fear  that  the  denomination  is  betray¬ 
ing  this  part  of  its  heritage  by  refusing  to 
take  strong  action  against  homosexual 
members  of  the  clergy  is  precisely  the 
concern  of  those  who  would  automatical¬ 
ly  oust  them  from  the  ministry. 

However,  Methodism  also  contains  an 
equally  longstanding  ‘‘church-type”  view 
of  its  identity  that  emphasizes  what  the 
church  is  rather  than  what  it  does. 

According  to  Troeltsch,  a  “church-type” 
denomination  views  itself  as  being  “en¬ 
dowed  with  grace  and  salvation  . . .  (and) 
able  to  receive  the  masses  and  to  adjust  it¬ 


self  to  the  world  because,  to  a  certain  ex¬ 
tent,  it  can  afford  to  ignore  the  need  fpr 
subjective  holiness  for  the  sake  of  the  ob¬ 
jective  treasure  of  grace  and  redemption.”; 

Theologically,  church-type  advocates 
tend  to  emphasize  grace  instead  of  law. 
Hence,  they  typically  are  uncomfortable 
with  emphases  on  issues  of  “subjective 
holiness”  that  tend  to  be  divisive— that 
is,  matters  of  lifestyle  preference  and 
personal  morality  such  as  smoking, 
drinking  and  sexual  orientation. 

Such  matters  for  these  people  are  sec¬ 
ondary  to  one’s  faith  identity  and  orien¬ 
tation.  Thus  "Christian  homosexual"  for 
them  is  not  automatically  a  contradic¬ 
tion  in  terms.  But  "Christian  homosex^ 
ual”  tends  to  be  a  contradiction  for  those 
who  represent  the  denomination’s  heri¬ 
tage  of  nurturing  and  guarding  a  particu¬ 
lar  understanding  of  “the  Christian  way 
of  life.” 

Thus,  for  “church-type”  people,  “kick¬ 
ing  those  people  out”  would  be  at  sharp- 
odds  with  their  predominant  image  of 
the  denomination:  primarily  an  inclusive 
community  of  faith  and  grace,  not  of  dis¬ 
tinctive  lifestyle  and  law. 

The  struggle  to  integrate  its  "sect” 
and  “church”  traditions  may  well  be 
United  Methodism’s  particular  lot  at 
this  time  in  its  history.  But  that  struggle 
also  could  be  its  greatest  contribution  tp 
modern-day  Christianity,  particularly 
when  it  is  viewed  as  a  struggle  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  integrity  of  two  equally  valid  ~J 
parts  of  the  Christian  tradition. 

In  fact,  just  as  “character”  could  be  , 
the  middle-course  concept  on  which  dif-  ! 
ferent  views  of  ordination  are  resolved,  ' 
“integrity”  could  serve  a  similar  func-  ! 
tion  for  helping  United  Methodists  define  ! 
their  institutional  identity  amid  the  frag-  ! 
ments  of  a  broken  church  and  world. 

Throughout  its  200-year  history,  ! 
Methodism  has  managed  to  ! 
avoid  a  permanent  “either/or”  ! 
stance  on  basic  questions  of  vocational  ! 
and  institutional  identity.  It  has  chosen  1 
instead  to  live  with  the  tension  of  a  ! 
“both/and”  perspective  in  its  view  of  its  J 
ordained  ministry  and  its  institutional 
self-understanding. 

And,  for  the  time  being,  at  least,  it  also 
is  living,  albeit  uneasily,  with  a  similar 
“both/and"  tension  regarding  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  one  chooses  one’s  sexual¬ 
ity  or  whether  it  is  a  condition 
predetermined  by  nature. 

Regardless  of  which  viewpoint  one  : 
leans  toward,  adherents  of  each  firmly  be-  ■ 
lieve  they  are  acting  out  of  legitimate 
Christian  principles— and  they  are!  Hence,  • 
it’s  neither  incidental  nor  surprising  that  ' 
such  basic  identity  questions  are  interre-  ' 
lated  and  evocative  of  powerful  and  some-  ! 
times  clashing  emotional  and  intellectual  I 
responses  by  Christians  of  good  will. 

What  should  be  clear,  however  is  that 
United  Methodism,  as  a  “both/and"  de¬ 
nomination,  cannot  and  should  not  easily  ! 
or  automatically  “kick  those  people  out”  ' 
for  reasons  that  go  far  deeper  than  any  ! 
single-cause  explanation  of  the  denomi-  I 
nation’s  present  circumstances. 

To  take  "decisive”  action  that  would  • 
eliminate  the  “grace-full”  ambiguity  of  '■ 
our  church’s  heritage  would  endanger  a  ’ 
range  of  long-held  values  that  have  equal-  ! 
ly  valid  claim  on  part  of  our  identity  as  ! 
Christ’s  followers.  In  other  words,  being  ! 
Christian  in  its  fullest  expression— for  ! 
both  ordained  and  laypeople — is  both  a  ! 
way  of  doing  and  a  way  of  being. 
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elegates  to  the  1988  General  ; 
|  Conference  next  spring  in  St.  ; 
'  Louis  need  to  recall  that  heri¬ 
tage  when  they  wrestle  one  more  time 
with  the  dilemma  of  homosexuality,  in-  ; 
eluding  homosexual  clergy  and  how,  or  ; 
whether,  we  can  “kick  those  people  out”  ; 
and  still  remain  faithful  to  our  Methodist ; 
roots. 

As  heirs  of  a  “both/and”  tradition  in  a 
world  that  tends  too  readily  to  settle  for  ; 
easy  answers  and  quick  fixes,  they  and  we  ; 
should  feel  pride  in  being  a  somewhat  “pe- ; 
culiar  people”:  people  who  are  willing  to  ’ 
struggle  faithfully  with  perplexing  moral 
and  spiritual  dilemmas  just  as  Jacob 
struggled  with  God  through  the  night. 

At  stake  are  such  values  as  character,  ' 
integrity  and  the  nature  and  meaning  of  • 
human  life  itself.  Our  Lord  was  willing 
to  live  and  die  to  uphold  such  values,  and  • 
we  should  be,  too. 
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Spending  decisions  could  affect  future  ministries 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  number  of  dol-* 
lars  dropped  into  United  Methodist  offer¬ 
ing  plates  has  almost  tripled  in  the  past 
15  years,  figures  from  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  fiscal  agency  show. 

But  the  share  of  those  dollars  avail¬ 
able  for  programs  at  the  church’s  nation¬ 
al  and  international  levels  has  decreased 
substantially. 

As  a  result,  when  the  998  delegates  to 
General  Conference,  the  church’s  top 
lawmaking  assembly,  gather  April  26  in 
St.  Louis,  they  will  face  some  crucial  de¬ 
cisions  on  the  focus  of  the  9.7-million- 
member  church’s  ministry. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  is  recommending  only  a 
14  percent  increase  in  askings  for  de¬ 
nomination-level  programs  during  the 
1989-92  quadrennium. 

The  increase  for  the  1985-88  quadren¬ 
nium  was  26  percent. 

Conference  to  decide 

“General  Conference  has  the  right  to 
make  that  decision,”  said  an  executive  of 
the  fiscal  agency,  “but  it  should  do  so 
with  eyes  open  that  some  services  and 
ministries  will  not  be  available  if  the 
trend  continues.” 

The  Rev.  John  L.  Schreiber  based  his 
observation  on  reports  he  compiled  earlier 
this  year.  They  show  total  expenditures  at 
all  levels  of  the  denomination  have  esca¬ 


lated  sharply  in  the  past  15  years. 

At  the  same  time  the  national  church’s 
share  of  those  dollars  has  dropped  by  20 
percent. 

Mr.  Schreiber,  who  heads  the  statistics 
department  at  the  fiscal  agency  in  Ev¬ 
anston,  Ill.,  said  1973  expenditures  by  the 
denomination’s  more  than  39,000  congre¬ 
gations  were  $928.1  million. 

The  estimated  total  that  will  be  spent 
by  nearly  38,000  congregations  in  1987  is 
$2.6  billion,  or  more  than  2  1/2  times  as 
much  as  in  1973. 

When  inflation  is  factored  in,  the  fiscal 
executive  said,  national  church  pro¬ 
grams  have  lost  about  25  percent  of  the 
purchasing  power  they  had  in  1973.  That 
was  the  year  that  the  present  national 
program  structure  for  United  Method¬ 
ism  was  put  into  place  and,  coincidental¬ 
ly,  also  the  year  the  annual  inflation  rate 
began  to  rise  dramatically. 

On  the  other  hand,  local  church  pur¬ 
chasing  power  caught  up  with  1973  dol¬ 
lars  in  1985,  Mr.  Schreiber  found. 

Nevertheless,  Mr.  Schreiber  notes, 
“Annual  conferences  say  that  dollars  for 
discretionary  ministries  at  their  level 
also  are  tight.” 

‘Catch-ups’  may  have  peaked 

That  situation  could  be  alleviated  for 
some  conferences,  he  observed,  because 
“catch-up”  drives  for  underwriting  cler¬ 
gy  pensions  may  have  peaked. 

At  the  denominational  level,  expendi- 


Court  ruling  affecting 
Oral  Roberts  affirms 
1968  UM  church  law 


From  Religious  News  Service 

A  recent  United  Methodist  court 
finding,  which  clarified  evangelist 
Oral  Roberts’  status  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  simply  affirmed  church  law 
in  place  since  1968,  denominational 
officials  say. 

The  United  Methodist  Judicial 
Council,  the  denomination’s  “su¬ 
preme  court,”  ruled  Oct.  23  that  "lo¬ 
cal  elder”  is  not  a  clergy  category 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  30).  Mr.  Roberts  had 
held  that  status  since  1968. 

The  Rev.  L.  Hoover  Rupert  Jr., 
secretary  of  the  council,  denied  that 
the  action  was  directed  at  Mr.  Rob¬ 
erts  or  that  it  took  anything  away 
from  the  evangelist. 

Confirming  that  intepretation  was 
the  Rev.  Donald  Treese,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  denomination’s  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry.  "Local  elders 
were  always  laypersons,”  he  said. 

Evangelist’s  idea  differs 

But  Mr.  Roberts  had  a  different 
impression  when  he  was  taken  on  as 
a  local  elder  in  1968  by  then-Oklaho- 
ma  Bishop  Angie  Smith. 

The  evangelist  said  he  thought 
that  the  category  would  make  him  a 
full-fledged  ordained  minister  in  the 
denomination  while  excusing  him 
from  the  requirement  that  he  be 
available  for  regular  pastoral  as¬ 
signment  in  Oklahoma  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches. 

Mr.  Roberts’  illusions  were  quick¬ 
ly  shattered,  said  Wayne  Robinson, 
then-vice  president  for  communica¬ 
tions  at  Oral  Roberts  University. 

In  1969,  a  year  after  affiliating 
with  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  Mr.  Roberts’  name  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  list  of  clergy 
appointments.  Mr.  Roberts  was 
“crushed,”  Mr.  Robinson  said. 

But  the  new  episcopal  leader  of 
the  area,  Bishop  Paul  Milhouse,  said 
he  had  checked  with  local  board  of 
ministry  officials,  and  they  con¬ 
firmed  his  impression  that  local  el¬ 
der  did  not  carry  full  clergy  status. 

In  the  years  since,  local  UM  offi¬ 
cials  had  chafed  under  Mr.  Roberts’ 
persistent  public  identification  as  a 
United  Methodist  clergyman. 

Money  appeal  sparks  action 

A  number  of  people  who  did  not 
wish  to  be  identified  acknowledged 
that  the  issue  finally  came  to  a  head 
last  winter.  That  was  when  Mr.  Rob¬ 
erts  said  “God  will  call  me  home”  if 
he  didn’t  raise  $8  million. 

However,  documents  from  the 
Oklahoma  Annual  Conference  request- 


Oral  Roberts 

Ruling  clarifies  UM  status 


ing  the  ruling  on  “local  elder”  did  not 
mention  Mr.  Roberts  by  name. 

UMC  officials  agree  that  the  Rob¬ 
erts  case  was  unusual.  It  came  at  a 
time  of  some  confusion  and  transi¬ 
tion  in  the  denomination. 

When  the  former  Methodist  and 
Evangelical  United  Brethren 
churches  merged  in  1968,  they  had 
several  categories  of  ministers. 

Key  factors  in  the  new  standards 
for  ministry  were  professional 
membership  in  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence  (which  covers  a  state  or  parts 
of  states)  and  appointment  by  the 
bishop. 

Mr.  Roberts’  category  fell  outside 
the  new  guidelines. 

Education  falls  short 

Another  awkward  element  was 
Mr.  Roberts’  educational  level,  offi¬ 
cials  said. 

At  the  time,  he  was  not  a  college 
or  seminary  graduate.  He  was, 
therefore,  required  to  take  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Course  of  Study  by 
correspondence. 

Members  of  Mr.  Roberts’  staff  ac¬ 
tually  did  the  work,  said  Mr.  Robin¬ 
son,  though  he  insisted  that  Mr. 
Roberts  reviewed  all  items  submit¬ 
ted  in  his  name. 

Mr.  Roberts  went  on  to  earn  de¬ 
grees  from  his  own  college  and  sem¬ 
inary.  In  the  mid-’70s  he  applied  for 
full  clergy  status  in  the  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference. 

He  was  turned  down,  again  on  the 
technicality  that  he  wasn’t  really 
available  to  serve  in  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church. 


Evangelist  expresses  love 9 
appreciation  for  church 


From  Religious  News  Service 

Evangelist  Oral  Roberts,  who  was 
told  Oct.  23  that  he  never  had  clergy 
status  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  said  he  would  “always  car¬ 
ry  the  deepest  love  and  appreciation 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
its  people.” 

The  United  Methodist  Judicial 
Council,  the  denomination’s  “su¬ 
preme  court,”  handed  down  a  ruling 
Oct.  23  that  said  “local  elders”  were 
laypeople  (see  UMR,  Oct.  30  and  re¬ 
lated  story  above). 

Mr.  Roberts  is  a  United  Methodist 
local  elder  and  a  member  of  Boston 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tulsa,  Okla. 

Mr.  Roberts  said  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  council  decision  until  he  read 
!  about  it  in  the  newspaper. 

In  a  statement  issued  Oct.  26,  Mr. 


Roberts  spelled  out  the  process  by 
which  he  had  transferred  his  ordina¬ 
tion  from  the  Pentecostal  Holiness 
Church  to  the  then-Methodist 
Church  in  1968. 

He  said  the  late  Rev.  Finis 
Crutchfield,  then  pastor  of  Boston 
Avenue  church,  had  arranged  a 
meeting  for  him  with  the  late  Bish¬ 
op  Angie  Smith. 

Mr.  Roberts  said  he  explained  to 
the  bishop  that  he  was  Pentecostal 
and  charismatic.  He  said  Bishop 
Smith  told  him  that  while  he  did  not 
personally  speak  in  tongues,  he  felt 
God  could  use  Mr.  Roberts  “in  help¬ 
ing  bring  a  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  within  the  Methodist  Church.” 

Mr.  Roberts  said  in  the  statement, 
“I  am  profoundly  grateful  I  had  at 
least  a  small  part  in  the  charismatic 
renewal  in  the  Methodist  Church.” 


Where  the  offering  dollar  goes 
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tures  for  programs  are  underwritten  in 
two  ways— specific  dollar  apportion¬ 
ments  to  local  churches  and  gifts  to  addi¬ 
tional  programs  beyond  those  supported 
by  apportionments. 

The  World  Service  fund,  the  church’s 
basic  program  account,  is  apportioned  to 
each  local  church  under  a  formula.  It 
takes  into  account  such  factors  as  mem¬ 
bership  and  expenditures  for  local  pro¬ 
grams  and  staff. 

The  Advance  Special  program  of  “sec¬ 


ond-mile"  giving  to  specific  projects  is 
supported  by  money  given  above  and  be¬ 
yond  apportioned  items. 

Still  other  programs  are  underwritten 
by  “special  day”  offerings.  Those  include 
United  Methodist  Student  Day,  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  and  Golden  Cross  Sunday. 

Portion  falls  by  V/2  cents 

In  1973,  apportioned  funds  supporting 
national  and  international  programs 
amounted  to  about  5  cents  of  each  dollar 


given  by  individual  United  Methodists. 

By  the  end  of  1987,  that  figure  will 
have  fallen  to  about  3.5  cents,  Mr. 
Schreiber  said. 

Of  the  estimated  $2.6  billion  in  total 
local  church  expenditures  in  1987,  about 
$89  million  will  go  to  apportioned  funds 
for  denominational  programs. 

Another  $35  million  will  be  given  to  the 
“above  and  beyond”  programs  (Advance 
and  special-day  offerings).  The  remainder 
will  be  spent  at  local  and  regional  levels 
(annual  and  jurisdictional  conferences). 

As  a  result  of  the  decline  in  purchasing 
power,  some  activities  carried  out  by  the 
denomination’s  four  “program”  boards  — 
general  boards  of  Church  and  Society, 
Discipleship,  Global  Ministries  and  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministry— have  been 
held  at  static  levels  in  recent  years. 

Still  others  have  not  been  started. 

The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  said  the  decrease  in  dollar  share 
"means  that  we  cannot  expand  as  rapid¬ 
ly  as  we  would  like  to  meet  new  needs  as 
they  are  identified.” 

Dr.  Jones  said,  “So  far,  we  have  mere¬ 
ly  tightened  our  belt  and  not  cut  out  pro¬ 
grams.  But  now,  belts  cannot  be 
tightened  any  more,  and  we  will  be  un¬ 
able  to  start  new  services." 

Same  spending  problems  faced 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Rev.  Don  L. 
Forsman  of  El  Paso,  Texas,  an  elected 


director  of  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  head  of  the  cler¬ 
gy  delegation  from  his  annual  confer¬ 
ence  to  the  1988  General  Conference, 
observed,  “General  boards  are  coming  to 
where  local  churches  have  been  for  the 
past  three  or  four  years.” 

The  pastor  said  that  staff  cuts  have 
been  necessary,  "and  our  utilities  have’ 
gone  out  of  sight.”  People,  he  said,  are 
“giving  to  more  selective  projects  in  lo-' 
cal  churches,  not  for  day-to-day  operat¬ 
ing  expenses." 

Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  (Washington 
Area),  president  of  of  the  fiscal  agency,' 
said  that  in  recent  years  some  activities 
at  the  national  level  have  been  funded  as 
special  projects 

“The  General  Conference  now  tends  to' 
be  more  project-centered  than  agency- 
centered,”  he  commented. 

Bishop  Yeakel  said  he  sees  this  tenden¬ 
cy  as  a  form  of  check  on  agency  activities. 

"Local  churches  want  greater  control' 
over  annual  conferences  and  annual  con-' 
ferences  over  the  general  church,”  he  said. 

Declining  interest  rates  have  had 
some  effect  on  boards  with  endowment 
and  designated  funds  to  invest. 

At  the  early-October  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  meeting,  directors  were  told 
that  income  from  investments  had 
dropped  from  $427,800  in  1985  to  an  ari- 
ticipated  $393,000  for  1987.  The  decline 
was  reflected  in  the  agency’s  1988  budget 
adopted  during  the  meeting. 


No  holiday 

1 2  UM  bishops  join  effort  asking  hotel  to  stop  in-room  ‘porn  ’  shows 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

A  dozen  United  Methodist  bishops  are 
among  the  more  than  850  Christian  lead¬ 
ers  asking  Holiday  Inn  to  remove  in- 
room  “pornographic”  movies  from  their 
hotels  and  motels. 

That’s  the  word  from  the  Rev.  Donald 
E.  Wildmon,  the  Tupelo,  Miss.,  United 
Methodist  minister  who  formed  the  anti- 
pornography  coalition. 

The  Christian  leaders  are  urging  indi¬ 
viduals,  churches  and  businesses  to  re¬ 
fuse  to  do  business  with  Holiday  Inn 
motels  and  hotels  that  provide  the  mov¬ 
ies  until  the  company  stops  showing 
them,  Mr.  Wildmon  said. 

“We  are  especially  distressed  that 
Holiday  Inn  is  the  largest  provider  of  in¬ 
room  pornographic  movies  in  the 
world,”  the  coalition  said  in  a  statement 
presented  to  Holiday  Inn  officials. 

“We  call  upon  the  management  of  Holi¬ 
day  Inns  to  show  corporate  concern  for 
members  of  our  society,  especially  women 
and  children,  by  removing  these  movies 
and  returning  Holiday  Inns  to  its  historic 
image  of  a  family-oriented  company.” 

Officials  deny  smut  charge 

Holiday  Inn  officials  deny,  however,  that 
their  hotels  show  pornographic  movies. 


Robert  L.  Brannon,  a  vice  president  for 
the  Memphis-based  hotel-motel  chain, 
said  that  Mr.  Wildmon’s  coalition  is  ob¬ 
jecting  to  films  rated  R  (restricted)  by  the 
Motion  Picture  Association  of  America. 

Many  other  hotel  chains,  cable  televi¬ 
sion  systems,  movie  theaters  and  video 
retail  outlets  offer  similar  productions, 
Mr.  Brannon  said. 

“Our  corporate  policy  is  very  simple,” 
he  sa*id.  “We  prohibit  the  showing  of  X- 
rated  films  in  any  of  our  hotels,  fran¬ 
chise  or  otherwise. 

“Beyond  that,  the  individual  hotel  is 
free  to  contract  with  any  in-room  televi¬ 
sion  service  it  wishes.” 

The  film  industry’s  X  rating  indicates 
that  no  one  under  17  should  be  admitted 
to  a  theater  to  see  the  production. 

COMSAT  Video  Enterprises  provides 
free-of-charge  and  pay-per-view  services 
to  960  of  the  1,450  Holiday  Inn  hotels,  Mr. 
Brannon  said. 

Supplier  removes  unrated  films ' 

In  response  to  customer  complaints, 
COMSAT  eliminated  films  not  rated  by 
the  motion  picture  association  from  its 
pay-per-view  Satellite  Cinema  program¬ 
ming  in  December  1986,  Mr.  Brannon  said. 

The  channel  now  shows  only  movies 
rated  G  (general  audiences),  PG  (paren¬ 


tal  guidance  suggested),  PG-13  (not  sug¬ 
gested  for  children  under  13  unless 
accompanied  by  a  parent)  or  R  (people 
under  17  must  be  accompanied  by  a  par¬ 
ent),  Mr.  Brannon  said. 

Mr.  Wildmon  said  R-rated  films  in¬ 
clude  scenes  that  many  people  consider 
pornographic. 

The  minister  said  he  has  sent  film 
clips  of  scenes  taken  from  actual  Holi¬ 
day  Inn  in-room  movies  to  Christian 
leaders  so  they  could  judge  for  them¬ 
selves  if  the  material  was  offensive. 

Mr.  Brannon  admitted  that  some  of 
the  movie  scenes  are  explicit,  but  he  said 
Mr.  Wildmon  had  selected  excerpts  from 
the  disputed  movies  to  create  a  stronger 
impression  than  the  films  themselves 
warranted. 

The  Holiday  Inn  official  also  said  that 
the  R-rated  films  are  generally  shown 
after  10  p.m.  for  a  $5.95  fee  and  are  ac¬ 
cessible  only  through  a  three-step  re¬ 
quest  process. 

“And  if  you  don’t  want  that  service, 
you  can  contact  the  hotel  front  desk,  and 
they  can  flip  a  switch  that  locks  it  out  en¬ 
tirely,”  Mr.  Brannon  said. 

Protest  comes  after  talks 

Mr.  Wildmon,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Federation  for  Decency,  said 


the  call  to  boycott  Holiday  Inn  was  draft¬ 
ed  in  August  after  a  yearlong  attempt  to 
persuade  the  hotel  chain  to  discontinue 
the  disputed  movies  failed. 

"We  tried,  on  several  occasions,  to  ask 
Holiday  Inn  to  get  rid  of  the  porn  mov¬ 
ies,”  Mr.  Wildmon  said,  “but  they  re¬ 
fused.  They  were  totally  arrogant.” 

Coalition  members  include  United 
Methodist  Bishops  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr. 
(Florida  Area);  J  Lloyd  Knox  (Birming¬ 
ham  Area);  William  B.  Grove  (West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Area);  Neil  Irons  (New  Jersey 
Area);  Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa., 
Area);  George  Bashore  (Boston  Area); 
Roy  C.  Clark  (Columbia,  S.C.,  Area);  Paul 
A.  Duffey  (Louisville,  Ky.,  Area);  Ernest 
T.  Dixon  Jr.  (San  Antonio,  Texas,  Area); 
Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  (San  Francisco 
Area);  Calvin  D.  McConnell  (Portland, 
Ore.,  Area);  and  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt 
(Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico  Area). 

The  coalition— reportedly  the  largest 
group  of  Christian  leaders  ever  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  issue  of  pornography  collec¬ 
tively— includes  representatives  from 
more  than  50  denominations. 

Mr.  Wildmon  said.  "We  are  thrilled  to 
have  such  broad  based  and  wide  support 
for  the  boycott.  We  think  that  many 
more  Christian  leaders  will  join  the  ef¬ 
fort  in  the  future.” 


Agency  gets  jump  on  fast-paced  peace  process 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— Even  as  fast  as  events 
are  moving  in  Central  America’s  peace 
process,  some  United  Methodists  with 
the  church’s  world  mission  agency  got  a 
jump  on  the  newsmakers  recently. 

Howard  Heiner,  a  forestry  expert 
working  with  CEPAD— a  Protestant  re¬ 
lief  organization  in  Nicaragua— told 
members  of  the  World  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Oct. 
20  that  Nicaraguan  rebel  leader  Brook¬ 
lyn  Rivera  was  expected  any  day  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Nicaragua  from  refuge  in  Costa 
Rica  to  negotiate  with  the  Sandinistas. 

The  next  morning,  Mr.  Heiner,  a  UM 
missionary,  cited  that  day’s  news  reports 
that  Mr.  Rivera,  a  leader  among  Nicara¬ 
guan  Miskito  Indians,  officially  had 
agreed  to  renew  peace  talks. 

UMs  go  to  Washington 

Later  in  the  week,  Mr.  Heiner  and  Bish¬ 
op  C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area)  made 
a  previously  unscheduled  trip  to  Washing¬ 


ton.  There  they  joined  a  delegation  urging 
the  U.S.  State  Department  to  obtain  re¬ 
lease  of  a  U.S.  citizen,  Paul  A.  Fisher,  kid¬ 
napped  by  contra  rebels  Oct.  17. 

The  American  is  a  member  of  an  in¬ 
ternational  peace  group,  Witness  for 
Peace.  He  was  investigating  alleged  con¬ 
tra  attacks  on  civilians. 

While  at  the  State  Department,  the 
delegation  was  told  the  contras  would  re¬ 
lease  Mr.  Fisher  if  they  could  find  a  neu¬ 
tral  third  party  to  receive  him. 

Mr.  Heiner  and  Bishop  White,  a  Global 
Ministries  director,  presented  State  De¬ 
partment  officials  with  a  United  Methodist 
resolution  endorsed  by  the  mission  board 
at  its  annual  meeting  Oct.  19-23.  The  reso¬ 
lution  supported  the  peace  initiative  for 
Central  America  advanced  by  President 
Oscar  Arias  Sanchez  of  Costa  Rica. 

Mr.  Heiner  gave  U.S.  officials  an  open 
letter  from  11  missionaries— United 
Methodists  and  others — who  serve  in  the 
region.  The  letter  “demands  an  end  to 
the  U.S.  war  against  Nicaragua  and  the 
U.S.-financed  militarization  of  El  Salva- 


Threats  against  Haitian 
concern  mission  board 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— The  recent  assassination 
of  a  Haitian  presidential  candidate  has 
some  United  Methodists  fearing  for  the 
life  of  a  Haitian  Methodist  clergyman. 

Directors  and  staff  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  were 
asked  recently  to  send  messages  of  sup¬ 
port  for  the  Rev.  D.  Alain  Rocourt,  a  Hai¬ 
tian  Methodist  district  chairman  and 
treasurer  of  the  Haitian  electoral  council. 

He  is  serving  on  a  group  screening  can¬ 
didates  for  his  country’s  Nov.  29  elections. 

The  expressions  are  meant  to  convince 
opposition  forces  in  Haiti  that  any  at¬ 
tempt  on  Mr.  Rocourt’s  life  would  bring 
sharp  scrutiny  from  abroad,  said  the 
Rev.  Gary  Bekofske,  a  church  relief 
agency  official  who  has  been  monitoring 
events  in  Haiti. 

Members  of  the  electoral  council,  in¬ 
cluding  Mr.  Rocourt,  have  received 
death  threats,  apparently  linked  to  the 
council’s  role  in  determining  who  can 
run  for  president,  said  Mr.  Bekofske. 

Haiti’s  new  constitution,  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  endorsed  March  29,  banned  former 
aides  of  deposed  dictator  Jean-Claude 
Duvalier  from  running  for  public  office 
for  10  years. 

Fritz  Longchamp,  an  executive  for  a 
grass-roots  ecumenical  coalition  of  Hai¬ 


tians  with  headquarters  in  Washington, 
told  members  of  the  UM  mission  board’s 
World  Division  recently  that  former  Du¬ 
valier  aides  are  challenging  the  constitu¬ 
tional  rule. 

“Death  squads  are  working”  to  disrupt 
the  democratic  process,  Mr.  Longchamp 
said.  He  also  charged  that  weapons  from 
the  United  States,  Chile,  South  Korea  and 
Israel  were  contributing  to  the  unrest  in 
Haiti. 

In  addition  to  declaring  support  for 
Mr.  Rocourt’s  role  in  the  electoral  pro¬ 
cess,  the  UM  missions  board  last  week: 

•Criticized  Haiti’s  interim  govern¬ 
ment  for  its  “unwillingness  to  keep  the 
electoral  process  on  track.” 

•  Urged  the  U.S.  State  Department  not 
to  go  ahead  with  its  decision  to  certify 
human-rights  progress  by  the  Haitian 
government. 

•  Went  on  record  supporting  a  visit  to 
the  strife-torn  country  by  an  ecumenical 
delegation  in  late  October  “as  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  solidarity  and  pastoral  support 
for  the  church  and  the  people  of  Haiti 
who  are  working  for  the  establishment 
of  a  democratic  government.” 

•Asked  Congress  not  to  approve  more 
military  aid  for  the  Haitian  army,  which 
killed  35  demonstrators  in  June  and  July.  /■ 
—GLEN  LARUM 


dor  and  Honduras,”  he  said. 

The  missionaries  also  called  for  an  end 
to  U.S.  pressure  against  Costa  Rica. 
They  attributed  that  pressure  to  Mr. 
Arias’  proposing  a  peace  plan  Aug.  7. 

Political  climate  changes 

Mr.  Heiner  said  the  political  climate  in 
Nicaragua  has  changed  dramatically 
since  the  signing  of  the  Arias  peace  plan. 

A  “real  dialogue”  is  developing  among 
the  Sandinista  government  and  11  other 
political  parties  that  have  surfaced  since 
the  peace  plan’s  call  for  democratization 
and  free  elections  in  the  region,  he  said. 

Mr.  Heiner  noted  the  reopening  of  the 
opposition  newspaper,  “La  Prensa,”  Oct.  1. 
A  Roman  Catholic  radio  station  has  also 
reopened,  although  he  said  it  has  been  re¬ 
stricted  to  religious  programming. 

Both  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant 
leaders  have  key  roles  in  the  peace  pro¬ 
cess,  the  missionary  said.  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Cardinal  Obando  y  Bravo,  a  long-time 
critic  of  Nicaragua’s  ruling  Sandinista 
party,  and  Protestant  leader  Gustavo 
Parajon,  head  of  the  CEPAD  agency  for 
which  Mr.  Heiner  works,  have  been 


named  to  a  four-member  National  Com¬ 
mission  on  Reconciliation. 

The  commission  is  overseeing  an  am¬ 
nesty  proposal,  cease-fire,  democratiza¬ 
tion  and  electoral  process  in  Nicaragua, 
Mr.  Heiner  said. 

Amnesty,  said  the  UM  missionary,  is 
one  sticking  point  in  the  peace  process. 
That’s  because  many  of  those  imprisoned 
by  the  government  were  National 
Guardsmen  under  Nicaragua’s  previous 
regime  and  have  been  convicted  of  mur¬ 
der  and  torture. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Leaders  preview  General  Conference 


NOVEMBER  6,  1987 


Compiled  from  Staff  Reports 

ST.  LOUIS— Leaders  of  three  groups  vi¬ 
tal  to  United  Methodist  legislative  inter¬ 
ests  converged  Oct.  29-31  in  something  of 
a  preview  of  the  1988  General  Conference. 

The  pre-General  Conference  news 
briefing  brings  together  elected  heads  of 
annual  conference  delegations  to  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  and  some  of  the  UMC’s 
most  influential  communicators. 

In  news  conference-type  encounters, 
they  hear  from,  then  question,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutives  of  UM  general  agencies,  heads 
of  special  study  groups  and  leaders  of 
unofficial  special-interest  caucuses. 

The  briefing  is  designed  to  share  infor¬ 
mation  and  is  not  a  legislative  body.  Spon¬ 
sors  of  these  every-four-year  events  have 
since  1975  been  the  United  Methodist 
News  Service  and  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators. 

Information,  lobbying  promised 

During  the  presentations,  most  spe¬ 
cial-interest  group  leaders  said  they 
would  mail  information  to  delegates  be¬ 
fore  the  10-day  General  Conference  in  St. 
Louis  and  would  conduct  lobbying  activi¬ 
ties.  Those  would  range  from  publication 
of  a  daily  newspaper  and  special  hospi¬ 
tality  suites  to  nightly  briefings  for  sup¬ 
porters  and  delegates. 

The  briefing  opened  with  an  indication 
that  interest  may  be  lagging  in  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  1988  legislative  sessions.  Only  600 
petitions  (requests  for  action)  have  been 
received,  according  to  Faith  Richardson, 
secretary  of  General  Conference. 

She  said  that  is  one-tenth  the  number 
received  at  a  comparable  time  four 
years  ago.  But  she  added  that  more  em¬ 
phasis  seems  to  be  on  petitions  from  an¬ 
nual  conferences.  In  1988  those  will  be 
published  in  full  for  the  first  time  in  ad¬ 
vance  issues  of  the  General  Conference’s 
working  documents. 

Controversies  continue 

Issues  that  have  generated  publicity 


4 Gay 9  issues  top  delegates 9  concerns 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  LOUIS— What  do  delegates  to 
the  1988  General  Conference  think 
the  major  issues  at  the  St.  Louis 
meeting  will  be? 

The  first  preliminary  answer  to 
that  question  was  reported  to  the 
pre-General  Conference  briefing 
Oct.  30  based  on  responses  to  a  poll 
of  delegates  by  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter. 

Returns  from  450  delegates  of  the 
963  surveyed  by  mail  ranked  the  is¬ 
sues  as: 

1.  Homosexuality  topics— 496 
points  based  on  3  points  for  a  No.  1 
priority  listing,  2  points  for  a  No.  2 
listing  and  1  point  for  a  No.  3  listing. 


2.  Membership,  growth  and  evan¬ 
gelism— 366  points  based  on  3  points 
for  a  No.  1  priority  listing,  2  points 
for  a  No.  2  listing  and  1  point  for  a 
No.  3  listing. 

3.  Hymnal  and  hymn  language- 
318. 

4.  Study  of  United  Methodism’s 
theological  task— 311. 

More  details  from  this  first  poll 
will  be  reported  in  future  issues. 
UMR  staff  also  anticipate  polling 
delegates  three  or  four  more  times 
on  specific  issues,  according  to  As¬ 
sociate  Editor  Douglas  F.  Cannon, 
who  coordinates  the  newspaper’s  re¬ 
search  efforts. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


and  controversy  in  recent  months  gener¬ 
ated  continued  heat  at  the  briefing. 
Those  included? 

•Inclusive  language  in  the  proposed 
new  United  Methodist  Hymnal. 

•  The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry’s  proposed  UM-related 
university  in  Zimbabwe  to  be  funded  at 
$5  million  per  year  during  1989-92. 

•The  General  Board  of  Pensions’  in¬ 
vestment  strategy,  particularly  as  regards 
firms  doing  business  in  South  Africa. 

•  Proposed  elimination  of  funds 
shared  from  the  denominational  level  for 
annual-conference  television  ministries. 

•  A  revised  statement  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  theological  standards  and  an  effort 
by  at  least  one  special-interest  group, 
the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Ac¬ 
tion,  to  defeat  that  proposal. 

•  Proposed  changes — generally  by 
way  of  eliminating  or  weakening— pres¬ 
ent  sections  in  the  Book  of  Discipline  re- 
garding  homosexual  lifestyle,  self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals  in  the 


ordained  ministry,  and  funding  of  homo¬ 
sexual  causes.  Leaders  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  unofficial  “evangelical”  group, 
Good  News,  said  they  will  work  to  retain 
the  present  definitions  and  prohibitions. 

•  A  proposal  that  charge  conferences 
(governing  bodies  of  local  churches)  be 
permitted  to  elect  a  person  other  than 
the  pastor  as  chair  of  the  committee  on 
nominations  and  personnel,  should  the 
pastor  not  wish  to  head  the  committee. 

•  A  proposal  from  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  to  enable  appointed  laity 
to  be  observers  to  annual  conference 
boards  of  ordained  ministry. 

•  A  proposal  from  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  to  mandate  that  eth¬ 
nic-minority  membership  on  denomina¬ 
tional  boards  and  agencies  be  increased 
from  25  to  30  percent. 

•  A  four-year  study  of  the  church’s  in¬ 
vestment  practices  at  every  level  in  light 
of  the  UMC’s  Social  Principles. 

•  Proposed  deletion  of  the  disciplinary 
phrase  that  opens  United  Methodist 


Church  trials  only  to  members  of  the  de¬ 
nomination.  Roger  Burgess,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  denomination’s 
communications  agency,  said  the  present 
wording  created  difficulties  for  news 
coverage  by  secular  media. 

Other  topics  covered  without  extended 
discussion  included  reports  by  a  task 
force  on  older-adult  ministries,  by  the 
Commission  for  the  Study  of  Ministry,  by 
the  Commission  on  the  Mission  of  the 
Church,  by  the  Committee  on  United 
Methodist  Membership  and  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  major  black,  Hispanic., 
Asian  and  Native  American  caucuses. 

Historical  perspective  given 

Historical  perspective  on  the  1988 
General  Conference  came  to  the  briefing 
primarily  from  two  presenters. 

The  Rev.  Dewayne  Woodring,  general 
manager  of  the  1988  sessions,  compared 
church  meetings  “then”  and  “now.” 

He  pointed  out  that  delegates  to  the 
first  Methodist  meeting  in  St.  Louis  in 
the  early  19th  century  slept  in  lean-tos 
and  met  in  crude  buildings. 

Delegates  to  the  1988  conference  will 
occupy  1,900  modern  hotel  rooms  and 
meet  in  a  spacious  convention  center,  he 
said.  The  session’s  total  cost  will  be  some 
$2.5  million. 

Another  historical  contrast  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  Nancy  Grissom  Self  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women. 

Dr.  Self  said  50  percent  of  the  lay  dele¬ 
gates  at  the  1988  General  Conference 
will  be  women  and  nearly  one-third  of  all 
delegates  will  be  women.  It’s  been  only 
100  years  since  women  could  vote  at  a 
General  Conference,  Dr.  Self  noted. 

Managing  Editor  John  A.  Lovelace 
compiled  this  article  from  reports  by  As¬ 
sociate  Editors  Stephen  L.  Swecker  and 
Glen  Larum  and  Staff  Writer  Denise 
Johnson  Stovall.  More  details  on  these 
and  other  issues  for  the  1988  General 
Conference  will  appear  in  future  issues. 


Peace  pact 

Mission  board  reaches  working  agreement  with  Costa  Rican  church 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— A  year  after  a  public 
tiff  between  the  two  organizations,  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  UM  world  mission  board  and 
the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church  of 
Costa  Rica  have  decided  the  parties 
don’t  always  have  to  agree  to  get  along. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministry,  said  "consulta¬ 
tion”  is  the  key  element  in  the  new  work¬ 
ing  agreement,  a  revision  of  the  previous 
pact  between  the  two. 

Mission  board  officials  promised  to 
“consult  completely”  with  the  Costa  Ri¬ 
can  church  regarding  work  by  the  UM 


Called  to  Unity- 
Sent  in  Mission! 


“ That  they  may  all  be  one;... 
that  the  world  may  believe ...” 

-John  17:21,  RSV 


God  calls  the  church  to  be 
one;  but  who  will  believe  its 
message  of  one  faith  when 
God’s  people  are  so  divided? 
The  church  is  commissioned  to 
share  the  good  news  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  so  that  the  world  will 
believe  that  Christ  is  the  reve¬ 
lation  of  God. 


Through  the  Interdenomina¬ 
tional  Cooperation  Fund, 
United  Methodists  express 
visible  unity  in  faith,  worship 
and  common  life  in  Christ.  We 
participate  in  the  witness  and 
mission  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A.,  and  the  Consul¬ 
tation  on  Church  Union. 


For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  Room  1300, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 


agency’s  World  Program  Division  with 
ecumenical  and  secular  organizations  in 
that  country,  Dr.  Nugent  said. 

In  return,  the  Costa  Rican  church 
promised  to  “consult  completely”  with 
the  mission  board  regarding  any  mission 
work  it  might  carry  out  in  the  United 
States. 

In  neither  case  does  the  “consultation” 
have  to  result  in  "approval  or  disapprov¬ 
al”  by  the  party  consulted,  Dr.  Nugent 
said. 

"We  would  hope,  though,  that  in  the 
process,  the  relationship  between  us 
would  continue  to  grow,”  he  said. 

The  new,  updated  agreement— called 
for  in  October  1986  by  Costa  Rican  Bish¬ 
op  Roberto  Diaz— was  officially  ap¬ 
proved  during  the  board’s  annual 
meeting  in  October. 

The  document  was  the  result  of  exten¬ 
sive  discussions  at  the  Methodist  Center 
in  Alajuela  City,  Costa  Rica,  a  month 
earlier. 

The  agreement  apparently  smoothed 
over  disagreements  between  the  two 
parties  that  made  headlines  last  year. 


In  1986,  Costa  Rican  church  officials 
criticized  the  UM  mission  board  for  the 
its  financial  support  for  the  ecumenical 
Latin  American  Biblical  Seminary  and 
for  sending  missionaries  to  Costa  Rica 
without  Methodists  there  asking  for 
them. 

Relations  further  deteriorated  when 
Costa  Rican  church  officials  questioned 
the  mission  agency’s  handling  of  United 
Methodist  funds  earmarked  for  Costa 
Rica. 

At  one  point,  Bishop  Diaz  circulated  to 
United  Methodist  bishops  a  letter  of 
complaint  about  relations  with  the  mis¬ 
sions  agency. 

In  addition,  the  Costa  Rican  church  in¬ 
sisted  that  it  could  work  with  an  unoffi¬ 
cial  U.S. -based  missionary  sending 
agency— the  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists— which  works  outside  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Finally,  the  two  parties  sat  down  in  a 
face-to-face  meeting  Sept.  16,  1986,  in 
Costa  Rica;  resolved  some  misunder¬ 
standings;  but,  more  importantly,  agreed 
to  "not  air  (their)  grievances  in  public.” 


UM  schools  rate  high  in  magazine  poll 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  institutions  fared  well  in  the  third  bi¬ 
ennial  survey  of  American  higher 
education  conducted  this  summer  by 
“U.S.  News  and  World  Report”  and  re¬ 
ported  in  its  Oct.  26  issue. 

Two  United  Methodist-related  schools— 
Duke  University  at  Durham,  N.C.,  and 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta— were 
ranked  in  the  top  25  of  more  than  200  “na¬ 
tional  universities”  in  the  United  States. 
Among  170  “smaller  comprehensive 
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colleges,”  United  Methodist-related  Ot- 
terbein  College,  Westerville,  Ohio,  tied 
with  two  other  schools  for  eighth  place  in 
the  ranking. 

Nebraska  Wesleyan  University  ranks 
fifth  in  the  “Midwestern  and  Western 
Liberal-Arts  Colleges”  category. 

Half  the  top  10  “Southern  Liberal-Arts 
Colleges”  are  United  Methodist-related: 
Birmingham  (Ala.)  Southern  College  (1); 
Wofford  College,  Spartanburg,  S.C,  (2); 
Millsaps  College,  Jackson,  Miss.  (3);  Hen¬ 
drix  College,  Conway,  Ark.  (5);  and 
Southwestern  University,  Georgetown, 
Texas  (7). 

Questionnaires  were  sent  to  presidents 
of  1,329  U.S.  colleges  and  universities 
asking  for  their  assessments  of  academic 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

ST.  LOUIS — The  Rev.  Judith  L.  Weidman,  editor  and  director  of  the  Reli¬ 
gious  News  Service,  receives  the  “communicator  of  the  year”  award  from 
the  United  Methodist  Association  of  Communicators. 

UMR  ‘family’  members 
win  top  media  awards 


The  1987  document,  which  revised  the 
strained  existing  agreement,  doesn’t  ad¬ 
dress  specific  complaints  or  question  the 
Costa  Rican  church’s  relationship  with 
the  Mission  Society. 

Lloyd  E.  Ambrosius,  an  elected  World 
Division  director  from  Lincoln,  Neb., 
said  the  agreement  was  aimed  at  affirm¬ 
ing  the  relationship  between  the  Costa 
Rican  church  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  rather  than  “the  work 
each  does  outside  the  linkage.” 

He  said  the  two  agreed  to  respect  each 
other’s  autonomy. 

The  mission  board’s  Latin  American 
executive,  Nora  Boots,  said  the  UM  dele¬ 
gation  was  concerned  about  updating  the 
existing  agreement  rather  than  speaking 
for  or  against  the  Costa  Rican  church’s 
relationship  to  the  Mission  Society. 

The  Rev.  H.T.  Maclin,  chief  executive 
of  the  unofficial  mission  group,  said  the 
society  will  continue  its  assistance  to  the 
Costa  Rican  church. 

He  said  the  Mission  Society  expects  to 
send  a  fifth  missionary  to  Costa  Rica— a 
nurse— at  the  request  of  the  church  there. 


mood  and  choices  of  the  nation's  best  and 
most  innovative  campuses. 

More  than  760  presidents— nearly  60 
percent— responded.  That  response 
makes  the  survey  the  most  comprehen¬ 
sive  study  of  its  kind  ever  taken,  the 
magazine  claims. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  magazine’s 
survey  was  restricted  to  four-year  insti¬ 
tutions  awarding  at  least  bachelor’s  de¬ 
grees  and  offering  liberal-arts  programs 
as  part  of  their  undergraduate  education. 

Presidents  were  asked  to  select  10 
schools  providing  the  “best”  undergradu¬ 
ate  education  from  among  those  classi¬ 
fied  in  the  same  category  as  their  own, 
making  it  possible  for  each  college  to  be 
judged  by  a  jury  of  peers. 


ST.  LOUIS— Members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  “extended  family” 
won  three  top  honors  Oct.  30  at  the  annu¬ 
al  awards  banquet  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Association  of  Communicators. 

The  Rev.  Judith  L.  Weidman,  editor 
and  director  of  the  New  York-based  Reli¬ 
gious  News  Service,  was  named  the  asso¬ 
ciation’s  “communicator  of  the  year.” 

She  was  cited  as  being  more  responsi¬ 
ble  than  any  other  person  for  moving  the 
news  service  into  a  “positive  bottom 
line”  since  becoming  its  head  three  years 
ago.  She  has  been  its  chief  executive 
since  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  pur¬ 
chased  the  financially  ailing  news  ser¬ 
vice  from  the  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Jews  in  1984. 

Dr.  Weidman,  a  clergy  member  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference,  be¬ 
came  the  third  member  of  the  newspa¬ 
per’s  “family”  to  win  the  annual  award. 
Former  Associate  Editor  Roy  Howard 
Beck  won  the  first  such  designation  in 
1983,  and  Editor-General  Manager  Spur¬ 
geon  M.  Dunnam  III  won  it  in  1984. 

Dr.  Weidman  also  received  the  associ¬ 
ation’s  1987  award  of  excellence  in  the 
newsletter  category  as  editor  of  the 
twice-monthly  “Inside  the  American  Re¬ 
ligion  Scene.”  This  was  the  second  con¬ 
secutive  year  for  her  to  win  that  award. 

China  series  cited 

The  association’s  1987  award  of  excel¬ 
lence  for  writing  went  to  UMR  Managing 
Editor  John  A.  Lovelace  for  his  in-depth 
reports  last  spring  on  the  status  of  the 
Protestant  church  in  China. 

The  award  is  named  for  the  late  Don 
Doten,  editor  of  the  "Michigan  Christian 
Advocate.” 

Mr.  Lovelace  won  the  first  such  award 
given  by  the  association  in  1983.  Mr. 
Beck  won  it  in  1984  and  1985. 

Winners  of  other  association  awards  of 
excellence  and  their  categories  were: 

James  H.  Steele,  editor,  “Hoosier  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,”  newspaper; 

Terri  J.  Hiers,  Nashville,  editor,  “Ori¬ 
entation,”  published  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  magazine; 

Bill  Richards,  Nashville,  director  of 
United  Methodist  Communications’  pub¬ 
lic  relations  office,  electronic  media  cat¬ 
egory  for  “Catch  the  Spirit”  TV  spots; 

John  C.  Goodwin,  New  York,  audiovi¬ 
sual  specialist  with  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  Donald  B.  Moyer 
award,  photography; 

Roger  Sadler,  New  York,  graphics  de¬ 
signer  with  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Leonard  M.  Perryman  award, 
special  promotional  material. 

Five  added  to  ‘Hall  of  Fame’ 

The  association  also  inducted  five  peo¬ 
ple  into  its  Communicators  Hall  of 
Fame,  one  posthumously.  Inductees  are: 

The  Rev.  Carl  E.  Keightley  of  Mabank, 
Texas,  editor  of  “The  Texas  Methodist” 
(forerunner  to  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter),  1959-67,  communications  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Methodist  General  Board  of 


the  church  today 


Former  UMC 

World  Division  Missionaries 

We  May  Owe  You 
MONEY  and  BENEFITS 

Despite  all  the  help  from  computers 
and  other  wonders  of  the  technological 
age,  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  still  has  a  difficult  time 
keeping  up  with  all  who  have  served 
with  the  World  Program  Division.  For 
this  reason,  we  re  asking: 

ARE  YOU  MISSING  MONEY? 

If  you  left  missionary  service  before 
your  children  were  of  college  age  and 
did  not  make  arrangements  for  their 
college  education  fund,  we  may  owe 
you  some  money. 

If  you  retired  after  1 5  or  more  years 
of  service,  you  are  entitled  to  assist¬ 
ance  with  medical  expenses  not 
covered  by  Medicare. 

If  you  are  62  years  old,  you  can  retire 
with  full  World  Division  pension 
benefits. 

Send  inquiries  and  questions  to: 

Treasurer,  World  Program  Division 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Rm  1525 
New  York,  NY  10115 


UM  Women  consider  returning 
local-church  mission  office 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  leaders  are  considering  re-establish¬ 
ing  elected  local-church  offices  to 
educate  children,  youth  and  college  stu¬ 
dents  about  missions. 

The  Women’s  Program  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  vot¬ 
ed  last  month  to  discuss  a  request  from 
the  UM  Council  of  Bishops’  for  college- 
age  missions  education.  Programs  would 
be  developed  jointly  with  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

The  division  also  voted  to  discuss  co¬ 
operative  programs  with  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  regarding  the  mis¬ 
sionary  education  of  children  and  youth. 

“We  have  heard  similar  rumblings 
from  our  constituency— almost  constant¬ 
ly— since  the  1964  General  Conference 
approved  the  deletion  of  children,  youth 
and  student  work,  also  missionary  per¬ 
sonnel,  from  the  responsibility  of  the 
Women’s  Division,”  said  Theressa  Hoo¬ 
ver,  division  chief  executive. 

Mission  board  endorses 
“Justice  for  All  Day” 

NEW  YORK— The  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  endorsed  an  event 
called,  "Justice  for  All:  A  National  Day 
of  Awareness  on  Poverty  in  America” 
for  Nov.  17. 

The  project  is  a  campaign  to  educate 


American  people  about  poverty  in  the 
1980s.  Local  programs  sponsored  by 
churches,  unions,  minority  organizations, 
business,  women’s  groups  and  major  po¬ 
litical  parties  are  to  address  specific 
ways  to  eliminate  poverty  in  the  United 
States. 

The  mission  board’s  National  and 
Women’s  program  divisions  are  to  pro¬ 
vide  leadership  through  annual-confer¬ 
ence  events. 

Publishing  House  to  distribute 
$1  million  to  pension  funds 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  General 
Board  of  Publications  agreed  last  month 
to  distribute  $1  million  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House’s  net  reve¬ 
nue  to  the  church’s  annual  conferences 
for  clergy  pensions. 

The  UM  Book  of  Discipline  requires  the 
publishing  house  to  distribute,  “after  pro¬ 
viding  adequate  reserves  for  its  efficient 
operation  and  providing  for  reasonable 
growth  and  expansion,”  its  net  annual  in¬ 
come  to  conference  pension  funds. 

The  money  is  allocated  according  to  a 
formula  set  by  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Pensions. 

225  mark  65th  birthday 
of  Mount  Sequoyah  center 

FAYETTEVILLE,  Ark.— More  than 
225  people  joined  the  Mount  Sequoyah 
board  of  trustees  Oct.  29  to  make  the  65th 
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Evangelism  in  1967-70  and  a  pastor  in 
Dallas  until  1981; 

B.  Elizabeth  Marchant  of  Edison,  N.J., 
writer,  artist,  photographer  and  film 
maker  with  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  for  37  years; 

The  Rev.  Ewing  T.  Wayland,  editor  of 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana  Methodist  re¬ 
gional  newspapers,  editorial  director  of 
“Together”  and  “Christian  Advocate” 
magazines  under  the  UMC’s  former  per¬ 
iodicals  program  and  chief  executive  of 
the  church’s  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration; 

The  Rev.  T.  C.  Whitehouse,  pioneer  ecu¬ 
menical  communicator  in  the  church’s 
Boston  Area;  editor  of  “Zion’s  Herald,” 
American  Methodism’s  oldest  newspaper; 
and  a  continuing  columnist  for  that  paper, 

The  late  Rev.  William  Watkins  Reid, 
longtime  editor  and  columnist  with  what 
is  now  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  hymn  writer  and  former  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  Hymn  Society  of  America. 

Publications’  merit  cited 

Based  on  judges’  recommendations, 
the  association  presented  some  100  cer¬ 
tificates  of  merit  in  addition  to  the 
award  of  excellence  plaques. 

UMR-related  certificate  winners  were: 

Newspaper  general  excellence,  circu¬ 
lation  less  than  15,000,  Jean  Noren,  “Min¬ 
nesota  United  Methodist,”  and  Ann 
Green  Whiting,  “Zion’s  Herald." 

Newspaper  general  excellence,  circula¬ 
tion  more  than  15,000,  Dr.  Dunnam,  UMR. 

Newspaper  layout  and  design,  circula¬ 
tion  less  than  15,000,  Mrs.  Noren  and 
Mrs.  Whiting. 

Newspaper  layout  and  design,  circula¬ 
tion  more  than  15,000,  Mr.  Lovelace,  UMR. 

Newspaper  content  and  writing,  circu¬ 
lation  more  than  15,000,  Mr.  Lovelace 
and  UMR  Associate  Editor  Stephen  L. 
Swecker. 

Newspaper  use  of  illustrative  materi¬ 
als,  circulation  more  than  15,000,  Mr. 
Lovelace  and  UMR  Associate  Editor  Ro¬ 
berta  B.  Sappington. 

Best  feature  story,  national  circula¬ 
tion,  former  UMR  Staff  Writer  Susan 
Carroll  Aguren  for  “They  Know  the 
Great  Physician”  and  Mr.  Swecker  for 
"Prize-winning  book  features  United 
Methodist  family.” 

Best  news  story,  national  circulation, 
UMR  Associate  Editor  Glen  W.  Larum 
for  “Discipline  case:  A  New  Hampshire 
minister  seeks  trial  on  dismissal  for  les¬ 
bian  lifestyle.” 

Best  news  story,  regional  circulation, 
Mrs.  Whiting  for  “Accused  pastor  chal¬ 
lenges  church’s  position  on  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  ordained  ministry.” 

Best  series,  all  categories,  Mr.  Lovelace 
for  “Protestant  Christianity  in  China." 

General  excellence  in  brochures  and 
promotional  materials,  regional  distribu¬ 
tion,  the  Rev.  Robert  F.  Storey,  West 
Ohio  conference,  for  “Look  What  You 
Can  Do!  Missional  Priority  Fund.” 

Special  section  or  supplement,  region¬ 
al  distribution,  Mr.  Storey  for  “Our  Con- 
nectional  Ministries.” 

Special  section  or  supplement,  general 
category,  Dr.  Weidman  for  “Religion.” 


anniversary  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion’s  conference  and  retreat  center. 

Trustees  considered  building  a  new 
conference  center  on  the  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah  property  and  remodeling  the  pres¬ 
ent  Yancey  Hall  to  become  a  second, 
self-contained  retreat  facility  for  small¬ 
er  groups. 

Interim  director  named 
for  TV  production  fund 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  associate 
producer  of  the  weekly  “Catch  the  Spir¬ 
it”  TV  magazine  has  been  named  interim 
director  of  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations’  Television-Telecommunications 
Fund. 

Shirley  Whipple  Struchen  is  to  serve  in 
the  post  from  Nov.  15,  1987,  until  June 
30, 1988. 


CLASSIFIED 


EXECUTIVE  EDITOR:  Arkansas  United  Method¬ 
ist  newspaper.  Full  operations  of  semi-monthly 
tabloid.  Administrative,  editorial,  promotional 
skills  necessary,  newspaper  experience  desired. 
Resume  by  Nov.  10  to  Search  Committee  for  Ar¬ 
kansas  United  Methodist  Editor,  1005  Grove  St., 
Nashville.  AR  71852  (501)  374-5027. 
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626  Kearney  Ave.,  P.O.  Box  4039 
Modesto,  CA  95352-4039  Dept.  NCR 
.(209)  529-1716  /  (800)  344-7162  toll  free 
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A  Time  To  Give 


SIMPLE  SIMON  SAYS  —  These  children  are  having  a  good  time  playing  with 
their  friends,  much  like  the  children  helped  through  the  Good  Samaritan  Agencies 
do. 


On  Ohe  Way  . . . 


oo  m  . 
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Good  Samaritan  Offering  to  be  Taken  Nov.  22 


hed  and  taught,  but  spent 
me  and  energy  in  relief  of 
ng.  We  who  would  follow 
ispired  by  His  sermons,  di¬ 
teachings  and  be  imitators 
:indness. 

na  Annual  Conference  has 
ion  of  preaching,  teaching 
human  suffering.  But  a 


FINDING  A  FRIEND  -  These  chil- 
dren,  helped  through  the  Good  Samaritan 
Agencies,  enjoy  spending  time  just  being 
with  their  friends. 


great  tradition  is  not  enough.  We  must  be 
active  and  involved  today  and  this  means 
especially  with  our  five  Good  Samaritan 
agencies,  and  the  Good  Samaritan  Offer¬ 
ing  on  November  22. 

Over  119  years  ago,  the  LAFON 
HOME  in  New  Orleans  recognized  the 
need  to  care  for  the  aged  and  needy. 
Through  many  changes  and  a  number  of 
different  sites,  this  progressive,  profes¬ 
sional  institution  of  dedicated  service 
provides  a  non-profit  home  for  the  aged, 
where  they  can  live  in  security  with  dig¬ 
nity  and  freedom.  Some  of  the  services 
offered  include  personalized  24  hour 
nursing  care  under  the  supervision  of 
qualified  Registered  and  Licensed  Prac¬ 
tical  Nurses,  balanced  meals  under  the 
supervision  of  a  dietician,  a  full  range  of 
activities  conducted  by  a  staff  activity 
coordinator,  religious  services  and  a 
number  of  other  personal  services. 

Five  years  ago,  in  1982,  METHODIST 
CHILDREN’S  HOME  IN  RUSTON  had 
114  referrals  for  children  who  needed 
care  (emergency  or  evaluation  services). 
In  1986,  just  four  years  later,  referrals 
had  risen  to  433  youth  needing  their  ser¬ 
vices.  In  the  first  eight  months  of  1987, 
315  referrals  were  received.  The  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  had  to  turn  away  246  of 
these  youth  needing  services  as  there 
was  no  bed  space  available.  During  1986, 
over  75  percent  of  the  referrals  for  chil¬ 
dren  had  to  be  turned  away.  It  is  heart¬ 
breaking  to  tell  a  parent,  minister, 


psychiatrist  or  state  worker  that  we 
can’t  help  them  because  we  have  no 
room.  These  statistics  address  the  rising 
number  of  children,  youth  and  families 
who  are  experiencing  stress,  brokenness 
and  other  special  circumstances.  Such, 
figures  reflect  real  suffering  that  pres¬ 
ently  cannot  be  addressed  without  ex¬ 
panding  the  facilities. 

The  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW 
ORLEANS  is  a  place  that  cares  for 
abused,  abandoned  and  neglected  chil¬ 
dren.  For  the  45  children  who  now  reside 
at  the  Methodist  Home,  a  place  of  inse¬ 
curity  and  fear  would  best  describe  the 
place  from  which  they  came.  These  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  verbally,  physically  and 
sexually  abused.  Some  have  survived  on 
the  streets  or  in  abandoned  buildings. 
Since  Jan.  1,  the  Methodist  Home  has 
seen  157  children  enter  their  doors.  Ap¬ 
proximately  50  percent  of  these  children 
have  been  placed  in  Foster  Homes,  22 
percent  have  gone  to  institutions  for 
treatment,  20  percent  are  with  relatives 
and  8  percent  have  been  reunited  with 
their  parents. 

PENDLETON  MEMORIAL  METH¬ 
ODIST  HOSPITAL  IN  NEW  ORLEANS, 
founded  in  1961,  is  a  widely  respected 
hospital  whose  primary  purpose  is  to 
provide  the  highest  quality  of  medical 


care  to  the  Greater  New  Orleans  com¬ 
munity.  Pendleton  Memorial  offers  pro¬ 
gressive  medical  and  surgical  services  in 
almost  every  major  specialty  and  sub¬ 
specialty.  Another  special  aspect  of  Pen- 
dleton’s  services  is  an  exceptional 
variety  of  community  health  education 
programs  through  Wellspring,  the  hospi¬ 
tal's  health  education  department.  Pro¬ 
grams  which  range  from  CPR  courses  to 
expectant  parenting  classes,  are  provid¬ 
ed  on  an  ongoing  basis  and  are  generally 
free  to  the  public. 

PEOPLES  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
has  been  serving  persons  in  the  central 
City  area  of  New  Orleans  for  almost 
three  quarters  of  a  century.  Recently 
coming  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Guy 
West  Jr.,  Peoples  originally  began  as  a 
well  baby  clinic  in  1920.  The  center  soon 
expanded  to  accommodate  children  of 
working  mothers.  Although  the  primary 
focus  of  service  has  been  on  children, 
Peoples  has  also  provided  a  variety  of 
programs  for  youth  and  adults  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Center.  The  commu¬ 
nity  is  one  of  great  need,  as  it  is  com¬ 
posed  of  large  numbers  of  persons  with 
low  incomes,  as  well  as  many  single  par¬ 
ents.  Peoples  is  licensed  as  a  day  care 
provider  by  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Resources  and  is  a 


member  of  the  United  Way  of  Greater 
New  Orleans. 

Giving  to  the  institutions  of  mercy, 
through  our  Good  Samaritan  Offering 
has  declined  in  the  past  few  years.  Did 
you  know  that  Offerings  for  1987  are 
nearly  $50,000  less  than  the  same  time 
last  year,  and  that  1986  offerings  were 
well  below  previous  years?  We  have  nev¬ 
er  come  close  to  our  goal  of  $500,000  for 
these  special  ministries  that  are  our  re¬ 
sponsibility  in  Louisiana  If  each  church 


met  their  goal  for  1987,  we  could  truth¬ 
fully  say  that  we  are  "good  Samaritans.” 

As  a  Conference,  we  want  to  have 
credit  for  doing  acts  of  charity  through 
the  Good  Samaritan  Institutions,  but  we 
have  not  given  them  the  support  that 
they  need.  Let  us  prayerfully  consider 
God's  will  in  this  matter  and  remember 
our  commitment  on  Nov.  22.  In  some 
way  we  are  like  the  men  who  passed  on 
the  other  side  of  the  road,  rather  than 
like  the  Good  Samaritan 


FOOTBALL  FUN  —  These  boys,  like  many  of  the  residents  at  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  in  Ruston  and  the  Methodist  Home  in  New  Orleans,  spend  a  great  deal 
of  time  just  being  boys. 


MEALTIME  —  These  boys  and  girls  who  are  helped  through  the  various  Good 
Samaritan  Agencies  can  be  seen  waiting  for  their  lunch  and  enjoying  a  little 
chatter  in  the  meantime. 


William  H.  Willimon,  who  with  over  twenty  books  in  print  has  surely  writ¬ 
ten  down  and  published  every  waking  thought  he  has  ever  had,  has  a  new 
book  called  And  The  Laugh  Shall  Be  First.  It  is  a  delightful  collection  of  re¬ 
ligious  humor  and  satire.  All  of  the  stories  are  a  gentle  reminder  that  we 
should  not  take  ourselves  too  seriously. 

One  of  the  stories  which  I  like  the  best  is  credited  to  Bishop  Edward  Tullis 
of  South  Carolina.  It  is  about  a  Methodist  preacher  who  went  out  deer  hunting 
in  the  Kentucky  woods.  After  hunting  for  a  long  time,  in  the  late  afternoon 
he  started  back  to  his  car  parked  beside  the  road. 

He  became  confused  and  realized  that  he  was  hopelessly  lost  in  the  woods. 
As  darkness  fell,  he  decided  to  fire  his  gun  in  the  hope  that  someone  would 
find  him.  After  he  had  fired  a  couple  of  shots,  a  game  warden  stepped  out  of 
the  bush  and  arrested  him  for  hunting  at  night. 

All  of  the  minister’s  claims  that  he  was  lost  did  not  help  the  situation.  He 
was  standing  only  a  few  feet  from  his  car  but  had  not  known  it.  The  game 
warden  was  determined  to  take  him  to  jail. 

"But  Officer,  I  am  a  Methodist  preacher,"  pleaded  the  preacher.  “I  would 
not  lie  to  you.”  The  game  warden  focused  his  spotlight  on  him  and  said,  "All 
right,  if  you  are  a  Methodist  preacher,  then  let  me  hear  you  say  the  Lord's 
Prayer."  The  unnerved  preacher  began,  "The  Lord  is  my  shepherd,  I  shall 
not  want;  he  maketh  me  to  lie  down  . .  ”  "By  golly,  you  are  a  preacher!” 
confirmed  the  game  warden!!! 


Rev.  Jefferson  takes  Mission  Trip 


UNITED 


I  METHODIST 
CHURCH 


LOUISIANA 


CONFERENCE 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 


An  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


VOLUME  134  NUMBER  24 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


NOVEMBER  13,  1987 


Hymnal  Revision  Committee  Finishes  Work 


The  revision  of  the  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  was  completed  at  the  final 
meeting  of  the  25-member  panel  on  Oct. 
12-14  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  Now  the  music, 
hymn  texts,  psalter  and  ritual  will  be 
bound  in  a  1,000  page  paperback  work 
for  presentation  to  and  approval  by  the 
1988  General  Conference,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  highest  governing  body.  If  the  Con¬ 
ference  says  yes,  the  book  will  be  out  by 
the  end  of  1989,  and  will  replace  the  1966 
Book  of  Hymns  as  the  official  hymn  and 
worship  book  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Since  the  former  Methodist  and  Evan- 


St.  Luke-Simpson  in  Lake  Charles  held 
their  third  annual  Fun  Run  for  Missions 
on  Saturday,  October  31.  All  ages  partici¬ 
pated  in  this  event  and  the  proceeds  will 
go  for  the  mission  projects  at  St.  Luke- 
Simpson.  Dr.  Tommy  Dunbar  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  held  a  special  charge  confer¬ 
ence  on  Sunday,  October  18  at  which 
time  the  building  committee  reported  to 
the  congregation  its  proposals.  This 
would  involve  the  erection  of  a  new 
building,  additional  parking  and  the  ren¬ 
ovation  of  the  present  sanctuary.  The 
program  was  approved  and  ground¬ 
breaking  was  held  Nov.  1.  The  congrega¬ 
tion  approved  borrowing  $500,000  for  the 
project.  Rev.  Don  McDowell  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 


To  all  United  Methodist  Men  Fellow- 


gelical  United  Brethren  Churches  did  not 
merge  until  1968  to  form  the  current  de¬ 
nomination,  hymnal  committee  mem¬ 
bers  are  calling  the  in-process  book  the 
"first  truly  United  Methodist  hymnal." 

It  will  have  a  total  of  960  pages:  624 
hymns  and  canticles  mixed  with  medita¬ 
tions  and  prayers  from  a  diversity  of 
writers,  Charles  Wesley  to  James  Wel¬ 
don  Johnson  to  Pope  John  Paul  II;  140 
pages  for  a  new  collection  of  113  psalms 
with  sung  responses;  70  pages  for  ritual 
—  baptism,  reception  of  new  members, 
marriage,  funeral  services;  65  pages  for 


ships:  UMM  is  an  official  church  organi¬ 
zation  recognized  by  the  General 
Conference  Church.  Methodist  men  gain 
strength,  mission  experience,  outreach 
program  and  visibility  because  of  the 
General  Church’s  recognition  of  UMM. 
The  1984  Book  of  Discipline  is  in  para¬ 
graph  263.7.  You  need  to  renew  your 
charter  for  your  local  Men’s  Fellowship 
by  December  1987.  Contact  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN. 
37202-0840  or  call  (615)  340-7145. 


The  Morningside  UMC  in  Shreveport 
had  a  most  successful  celebration  of  the 
40th  Anniversary  of  the  church,  which  in¬ 
cluded  Homecoming.  Former  pastors 
had  parts  in  the  services:  prayer  by  Rev. 
John  Sewell,  benediction  by  Garland 
Dean  and  the  sermon  by  Rev.  Fred 
Shirley.  The  pastor,  Jim  Constable,  read 
letters  sent  by  some  former  pastors 


indices  and  10  for  miscellaneous  items. 

A  major  complaint  about  the  1966 
hymnal  was  that  there  were  several 
numbering  systems  for  different  sections 
of  the  book.  In  the  new  hymnal,  the  com¬ 
mittee  has  recommended  that  each  item 
from  beginning  to  end  be  numbered  con¬ 
secutively. 

Although  figures  are  tentative,  it  is  es¬ 
timated  that  the  hymnal  could  cost  $12, 
with  a  discount  for  churches  who  order 
and  pay  for  the  hymnal  early. 

Despite  much-celebrated  controver¬ 
sies  about  language  and  theology  and 


ist  television  special  programs,  have  an¬ 
nounced  three  programs  scheduled  for 
November. 

Scheduled  for  November  15,  is  “The 
Living  Legacy  from  the  Dead  Sea"  which 
gives  a  glimpse  of  the  influence  the  Dead 
Sea  Scrolls  have  had  on  biblical  scholar¬ 
ship  in  the  past  40  years  and  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  have  in  the  future.  Mike  Wendland 
reports  from  the  Qumran  ruins  where 
the  scrolls  were  discovered. 

Singers  Jennifer  Warnes  and  Gene 
Cotton  star  in  "Up  the  Elevator,"  a  mu¬ 
sic  video  that  explores  the  meaning  of 
the  Christian  message.  "Up  the  Eleva¬ 
tor,"  is  the  first  music  video  produced  by 
the  United  Methodist  Communications. 

On  November  22,  the  Society  of  St.  An¬ 
drew,  a  group  of  United  Methodists  in 
Virginia,  combats  hunger  through  Har¬ 
vest  of  Hope  and  the  Potato  Project.  Ap¬ 
pearing  are  David  Horne,  the  Society’s 
operations  manager;  the  Rev.  Rhonda 
Van  Dyke-Colby,  director  of  Harvest  of 


space  considerations  during  the  three- 
year  revision  process,  the  committee 
members  agreed  that  the  new  hymnal  is 
a  “populist”  book,  with  something  for  ev¬ 
eryone. 

The  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  editor, 
said  the  book  is  “forward-looking  in 
many  aspects,”  with  a  wide  enough  rep¬ 
ertoire  to  "invite  people  in  and  encour¬ 
age  them  to  try  new  things"  rather  than 
“informing  them  about  what  they  should 
do.”  Dr.  Young  said  this  “populist"  over¬ 
tone  is  different  from  the  current  hym¬ 
nal  which  he  also  edited,  and  now  admits 
was  an  “elitist”  work. 


Hope;  the  Rev.  O.  H.  Burton,  pastor  of 
Asbury  Memorial  Methodist  Church, 
Harrisonburg;  and  Greg  Alexander  vol¬ 
unteer  and  member  of  First  UMC,  New¬ 
port  News. 

Musical  selections  will  be  provided  by 
the  Birmingham-Southern  College  Choir, 
Birmingham,  Alabama. 

Her  Yang,  a  member  of  the  Hmong 
Community  UMC,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
will  talk  about  how  the  UMC  is  meeting 
the  needs  of  Laotian  refugees. 

On  November  29,  “Catch  the  Spirit" 
co-host  Emily  Simer  travels  to  Stuttgart, 
Frankfort  and  other  places  in  central 
Germany  to  visit  with  the  international 
Methodist  family  there.  In  “No  Longer 
Strangers”  she  describes  the  work  of 
Rev.  Dan  Franks,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  retired  Air  Force  chaplain. 
Mr.  Franks  serves  as  coordinator  be¬ 
tween  the  German  Methodist  communi¬ 
ty.  The  program  is  supported  by  the 
general  boards  of  Discipleship,  Global 
Ministries,  and  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry^ 


Rev.  Julius  Jefferson,  pastor  of  War¬ 
ren  United  Methodist  Church,  Lake 
Charles  has  accepted  an  invitation  from 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  participate 
in  a  New  World  Mission  to  Tonga  and 
Fiji  in  the  South  Pacific.  He  joins  15  oth¬ 
er  New  World  Missioners  from  across 
America  who  departed  for  Fiji  on  Octo¬ 
ber  26,  1987.  Following  the  Fiji  mission, 
the  missioners  will  continue  their  work 
in  Tonga.  Each  mission  will  last  for  five 
days  during  which  the  missioners  will 
preach,  teach  and  visit  with  people  to 
share  the  news  of  the  Gospel. 

The  New  World  Mission  is  a  person-to- 
person  program  of  evangelism.  It  is  de¬ 
signed  to  proclaim  the  Lordship  of  Christ 
in  all  areas  of  life  and  it  seeks  the  alle¬ 
giance  of  person  to  Christ  and  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God.  It  is  an  attempt  to  relate 
evangelism  to  God’s  dream  of  a  new 
world  order  —  “a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth."  The  New  World  Mission  is  divid¬ 
ed  into  three  phases  —  Preparation, 
Proclamation  and  Penetration. 

Through  the  New  World  Mission  Pro¬ 
gram,  missioners  from  a  variety  of  coun¬ 
tries  have  made  their  witness  throughout 


Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  in 
Shreveport  is  extending  an  invitation  to 
high  school  seniors  to  visit  their  campus. 

There  are  two  preview  days  scheduled 
for  high  school  seniors  on  Sunday,  No¬ 
vember  15  and  Monday,  November  16, 
and  on  Sunday,  December  6  and  Monday, 
December  7. 

Prospective  students  will  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  attend  classes,  meet  Cente¬ 


the  world,  thus  creating  a  forum  for  the 
exchange  of  ideas,  enabling  a  new  ex¬ 
pression  of  global  Christian  conscious¬ 
ness. 


MINISTER  ON  MISSION  —  Rev.  Julius 
Jefferson  is  participating  in  a  New  World 
Mission  to  Tonga  and  Fiji,  on  an  in¬ 
vitation  from  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 


nary  students,  stay  overnight  in  the  dorm 
and  have  an  admissions  interview. 

Reservations  are  required  for  these 
two  scheduled  previews.  At  other  times 
during  the  year,  students  are  welcome  to 
come  for  individual  visits  Monday 
through  Saturday.  This  is  the  best  way  to 
get  to  know  Centenary.  Please  call  (318) 
869-5131  to  schedule  an  appointment. 
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In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Esther  B.  Hurd,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Benjamin  J.  Hurd,  died  on 
October  28, 1987.  Mrs.  Hurd,  a  resident  of  New  Iberia  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  was  79  years  old. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 

and  friends  of  the  church.  Following  a  of  singing  was  held  in  the  sanctuary, 
delectable  covered  dish  dinner,  a  period  More  than  200  people  attended  the  event. 

Catch  the  Spirit  Programs  to  Air 

“Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  United  Method- 


Prospective  Students  Invited  to 
Centenary  College  to  See  Campus 
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Is  your  congregation  ‘media-sawy’? 


Here  I  Stand 

Christ  needs  to  be  at 


NOVEMBER  13,  1987 


A  secular  journalist's  recent  advice  to 
churches  about  dealing  with  the  press  de¬ 
serves  widespread  notice  and  discussion. 

The  advice  originally  appeared  in  a 
column  by  Jerry  Peterson,  editor  of  the 
“Montgomery  (W.Va.)  Herald”  and  was 
reprinted  in  the  West  Virginia  Annual 
Conference  newspaper. 

The  advice  came  in  response  to  church 
members  upset  because  Mr.  Peterson  had 
published  an  article  about  a  split  in  their 
congregation  over  a  change  in  pastors. 
The  angry  church  members  didn't  believe 
such  information  should  be  made  avail¬ 
able  to  or  reported  in  the  newspaper. 

Mr.  Peterson  suggested  that  following 
two  basic  rules  for  dealing  with  the  press 
would  be  healthier  for  everyone  con¬ 
cerned  than  attempting  to  restrict  the 
flow  of  information.  Those  rules: 

f  “When  a  reporter  calls,  take  the 
call.  Don’t  duck  it  or  buck  it.” 

•S  “Answer  the  reporter’s  questions 
factually,  correctly  and  truthfully.  Don’t 
lie.  Integrity  is  our  Mastercard.” 

He  added: 

“There’s  a  nice  thing  about  operating 
in  the  open  rather  than  in  secret.  We  tend 
to  do  fewer  dumb  things  when  someone 
is  looking  over  our  shoulder— be  the 
someone  the  boss  or  reporter — because 
none  of  us  wants  to  be  embarrassed.” 

We  agree.  That’s  a  particularly  appro¬ 
priate  word  for  us  as  followers  of  One 
who  invites  us  to  “walk  in  the  light.”  Ef¬ 
forts  to  restrict  rather  than  encourage 
openness  are  not  only  likely  to  be  coun¬ 
terproductive  but  also  are  unfaithful  to 
our  calling  as  Christians. 

Regrettably,  too  few  congregations, 
church  agencies  and  church  leaders  ap¬ 
preciate  that  double-edged  truth. 

Such  groups  and  church  leaders  fre¬ 
quently  deal  with  reporters  as  if  they 
were  at  best  insensitive  and  at  worst  en¬ 
emies  of  the  church.  The  resulting  lack 
of  openness  feeds  outside  perceptions 
that  the  church  must  have  something  to 
hide.  The  bottom-line  result  is  a  vicious 
cycle  of  mutual  distrust. 

Admittedly,  media  coverage  of 
church-related  news  is  seldom  perfect. 
Stereotypes  about  clergy  or  about  the 
church’s  spiritual  and  moral  teachings 
sometimes  are  substituted  for  informed, 
unbiased  inquirv.  It  often  is  true  that  re- 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


porters  appear  interested  only  in  the 
negative  and  the  controversial. 

Relatively  few  of  those  who  report  on 
church-related  news  have  a  sophisticated 
understanding  of  church  structures  or  of 
how  religion  intersects  with  and  influ¬ 
ences  secular  society. 

We  in  the  church  only  magnify  such 
shortcomings,  however,  when  we  limit 
media  access  to  our  life  and  activities. 

We  need  to  recognize  that  reporters 
are  human  beings  with  a  job  to  do  and 
that,  for  the  most  part,  they  approach 
that  job  conscientiously.  But  their  job  is 
to  report  the  news,  not  to  protect  the 
church.  If  the  church’s  interests  are  to  be 
represented  fairly  in  the  media,  it  is  our 
responsibility  to  provide  reporters  with 
the  needed  information  and  perspective. 

Far  from  shutting  the  media  out,  we 
should  welcome  their  interest  as  a  gold¬ 
en  opportunity  to  enhance  their  under¬ 
standing— and  the  understanding  of  their 
audiences— of  who  we  are  as  the  church, 
including  what  and  Whom  we  represent. 

When  we  react  to  reporters  in  that 
spirit,  even  an  unpleasant  subject  can 
become  the  opportunity  for  a  positive 
witness  to  what  the  church  stands  for. 

How  "media-savvy”  is  your  congrega¬ 
tion? 

Are  you  observing  Mr.  Peterson’s  two 
rules  for  dealing  with  the  media?  If  not, 
why  not? 

What  steps  need  to  be  taken  to  pro¬ 
mote  more  openness  and  avoid  “hiding 
your  church’s  light  under  a  bushel?” 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  “Here  I  Stand” 
article  takes  the  form  of  an  open  letter 
to  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

By  LARRY  EISENBERG 
Dear  Randy: 

"Open  letters"  come  off  to  me  as  a  lit¬ 
tle  cowardly,  but  I  hope  this  one  won’t. 

As  an  ex-missionary  to  Rhodesia  (Zim¬ 
babwe)  at  the  great  Global  Gathering  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  last  spring,  I  watched 
your  face  on  the  large  TV  screen  as  you 
were  pouring  the  water  for  a  consecra¬ 
tion  service.  Your  face  simply  glowed! 

Soon  you  announced  that  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  was  making 
an  entirely  new  thrust  in  evangelism, 
which  the  board  recently  approved  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  30). 

I  glowed!  Could  that  mark  a  turn¬ 
around? 

I  hope 

I  looked  back  on  my  experiences,  pos¬ 
sibly  unique,  on  the  staffs  of  two  general 
boards  (Education,  now  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry,  and  Evangelism,  now 
Discipleship)  and  my  services  as  a  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  Africa  missionary  and 
hoped! 

My  observation  as  an  in-grouper  is 
that  we  on  board  staffs  have  often  suf¬ 
fered  from  what  I  call  "staff  staph,”  a 
relational  condition.  It  puts  us  easily  into 
orbit,  quite  removed  from  the  local- 


church  scene. 

Our  tendency,  then,  is  to  live  by  pre¬ 
sent  seminary  theology,  usually  highly 
intellectualized  and  even  sometimes  hon¬ 
estly  Unitarian!  (I’ve 
been  there!)  ^ 

I’ve  heard  people 
in  "the  field"  call  us 
"elitist.”  I’ve  seen  us 
plot  over  coffee  what 
the  course  shall  be 
with  minor  input 
from  the  churches, 
since  we’re  the  ^arry  Eisenberg 
trained  ones  at  the  dispatch  center  and 
they  are  not. 

Their  job  is  to  keep  our  enterprise  go¬ 
ing  financially  and  to  implement  our 
plans  as  good  stewards. 

Randy,  a  fine  missionary  with  a  life  of 
loving,  trinitarian  service  observed  to 
me  that  we  went  out  in  early  missions  to 
share  the  "saving  love  of  Jesus”  and  its 
consequences  in  human  life— education, 
medicine,  technology,  freedom,  etc. 

But  now  we  consider  that  we’ve  fin¬ 
ished  that  (or  “nationals”  can  do  it  bet¬ 
ter)  and  are  now  to  Part  II— giving  them 
technology,  education,  medicine  and  par¬ 
ticularly  political  freedom— moving  (as 
some  writers  say)  to  the  “Christian  left.” 

We  need  Christ  as  focus 

Since  my  own  Boston-Garrett-Yale 
seminary  experiences,  I’ve  been  working 
on  my  own  theology. 

My  conviction  is  that  Christ  really 


heart  of  evangelism 


Qir 


Pontius'  Puddle 


no!  no\  no,  pontios1. 

S«?EDDtN&  THE  B'BLE  t 

save  you  does  not  mean 
you  Now  have  Plausible 

den  I  ABILITY  FOR 
PAST  SINS'. 


WE  INCORRI&-IBLES 
REALLY  LOOK  FORWARD 
TO  PASTORAL  VISITS- 


UM  leaders  have  lost  touch  with  membership 


To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  reading  shocking  stories  in 
the  Reporter  regarding  proposed 
changes  in  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  wants  to  remove  the  following 
phrase:  “though  we  do  not  condone  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  and  consider 
this  practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching"  (see  UMR,  Oct.  16). 

Then  I  read  that  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  voted  39 
to  24  to  seek  elimination  of  the  following 
sentence:  “Since  the  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching,  self-avowed  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals  are  not  to  be  accepted  as  candi¬ 
dates,  ordained  as  ministers  or  appointed 
to  serve  in  the  United  Methodist  Church” 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  23). 

This  is  incredible!  I  have  suspected  for 
some  time  and  now  I  am  convinced  that 
the  hierarchy  of  most  religious  denomi¬ 
nations,  and  the  United  Methodists  in 
particular,  is  far  removed  from  the  aver- 
age  church  member.  Our  leaders 
wouldn’t  recognize  the  "mainstream”  if 
they  fell  into  it. 

If  I  set  out  with  the  intention  of  losing 
members  and  financial  support,  this  is 
the  way  I  would  go  about  it.  In  fact  I 
have  reduced  my  pledge  by  one  half  and 
am  considering  further  cuts. 

Fred  B.  Jones  Jr, 
Ardmore,  Oklahoma 
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Keep  ordination  ban 

To  the  Editor: 

I  believe  that  the  local  church  needs 
the  explicit  ban  on  ordaining  homosex¬ 
uals  currently  in  the  Book  of  Discipline 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  23). 

Our  congregation  has  already  split  over 
this  issue,  the  dissidents  saying  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  condones  it  and 
ordains  homosexuals  into  the  ministry. 

We  are  dealing  with  ignorance  as  well 
as  a  distasteful  subject,  but  it  must  be 
faced.  Moreover,  the  wording  “fidelity  in 
marriage  and  celibacy  in  singleness”  is 
wrong.  Celibacy  means  singleness,  not 
chastity. 

Alice  R.  Wottlin 
Muldoon,  Texas 

Is  homosexuality  a  sin? 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  "Delete  ban  of  homosexual 
clergy,  ministerial  oversight  agency 
urges"  (see  UMR,  Oct.  23): 

Is  homosexuality  a  sin?  If  so,  shouldn’t 
confession  be  made  and  forgiveness  be 
sought? 

If  it  is  a  sin,  why  is  it  treated  different¬ 
ly  from  any  other? 

If  it  is  a  sin,  why  are  many  of  those 
“confessing”  it  seeking  not  forgiveness 
but  acceptance? 

If  homosexuality  is  not  a  sin,  then 
what  is  this  feeling  written  on  many 
hearts  that  witness  it  as  such? 

If  it  is  not  a  sin,  then  is  anything  a  sin 
that  is  stated  as  such  in  the  Bible? 

Would  you  allow  yourself  or  your  child 
to  be  influenced  by  someone  who  professes 
to  be  a  murderer/thief/liar/drunkard  and 
sees  no  wrong/harm  in  his  own  actions? 

As  a  forgiven  drunkard/liar/thief/ 
murderer,  I  personally  never  recall  feel¬ 
ing  a  need  to  have  my  deeds  justified  in 
the  eyes  of  my  peers — nor  have  I  had  a 
burning  desire  to  rewrite  the  Book  of 
Discipline  or  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

Kathy  Perrigo 
Pawhuska,  Oklahoma 

Editorial  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  deep  ap¬ 
preciation  for  your  Oct.  16  editorial  enti¬ 
tled  "Confronting  evil,  building  bridges." 

Ours  is  the  Washington-based  media¬ 
tion  firm  to  which  you  refer,  and  Jim 
Armstrong  is  my  longtime  friend  and 
valued  colleague. 

We  are  very  pleased  to  learn  that  you 
hold  the  convictions  that  there  is  a  place 
both  for  confrontation  and  for  bridge¬ 
building  and  that  you  believe  that  it  is  im¬ 
portant  for  Christians  to  adopt  a 
“multidimensional  strategy  for  dealing 
with  complex  social  issues  like  apartheid.” 

You  obviously  know  as  we  do  that 
within  the  church  there  are  paradoxical 
moral  and  religious  imperatives  and  also 
that  within  the  church  there  is  a  broad 
spectrum  of  conviction  about  the  resolu¬ 
tion  of  conflict. 

As  we  set  about  to  resolve  conflict, 
these  beliefs  are  in  the  forefront  of  our 
thinking. 

We  are  quite  clear  with  our  potential 
clients:  We  are  not  a  public  relations 
firm,  and  we  will  not  work  to  put  a  good 
face  on  wrongdoing. 

We  will  strive  mightily  to  find  a  way 
for  the  companies  and  their  critics  to 
find  a  middle  ground  upon  which  each 
can  realize  some  of  its  goals  without  sac¬ 
rificing  its  integrity.  It  is  very  hard  work 


but  most  rewarding  when  we  succeed. 

Thank  you  for  probably  the  most  bal¬ 
anced  expression  of  opinion  on  issue  res¬ 
olution  I  have  seen  in  a  major  church 
publication. 

And  thank  you  for  the  support  you 
have  given  Jim  Armstrong.  He  deserves 
that  kind  of  support. 

Rafael  D.  Pagan  Jr 
njr  Washington,  D.C. 

Boards  should  reconsider 

To  the  Editor: 

In  1968  we  joined  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  since  then  have  watched  with 
increasing  concern  as  our  denominational 
boards  slid  away  from  scriptural  Chris¬ 
tianity  to  non-biblical  culture  worship. 

Now,  we  are  appalled  to  read  (in  the 
Oct.  16  and  23  issues)  that  a  majority  of 
our  leaders  in  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  have 
slid  to  the  depths  in  support  of  the  wishes 
of  the  pagan  culture  surrounding  us. 

We  strongly  disagree  with  their  recom¬ 
mendations  to  General  Conference  as 
printed  in  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

We  believe  that  God  has  spoken 
throughout  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
against  homosexuality  and  for  sexual  re¬ 
lations  between  a  man  and  a  woman  only 
within  the  marriage  bond. 

We  pray  to  the  Lord  God  Almighty 
that  these  general  boards  will  reconsider 
their  misguided  actions  on  the  homosex¬ 
ual  issue  and  not  send  their  recommen¬ 
dations  to  General  Conference. 

If  they  continue  in  this  direction,  we 
intend  to  work  through  the  Good  News 
caucus  to  defeat  their  petitions. 

V.  H.  and  Julia  Boekelman 
Fort  Dodge,  Iowa 

Hymns  need  to  be  changed 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reading  the  Oct.  16  Reporter,  we 
were  very  disappointed  with  the  Letters  to 
the  Editor  that  opposed  hymnal  changes. 

We  believe  that  people  need  change,  and 
the  goal  of  the  revision  is  to  acknowledge 
that  and  thereby  reach  more  people. 

By  insisting  that  hymnal  lyrics  remain 
as  written,  one  is  ignoring  that  certain 
words  and  images  are  offensive  to  some 
people.  This  closed-mindedness  can  alien¬ 
ate  present  and  future  church  members. 

We  must  keep  in  mind  that  the  new 
hymnal  is  not  only  for  us  but  also  for  the 
next  generation(s). 

Let  us  also  remember  that  the  current 
hymnal  is  itself  a  revised  edition.  The 
church  revises  the  hymnal  about  every 
30  years  in  a  conscious  effort  to  reflect 
evolving  ideas  and  benefit  the  greatest 
number  of  people  possible. 

We  respect  the  viewpoints  of  those  op¬ 
posing  change.  However,  we  oppose  a 
church  that  does  not  reach  out  to  all  people. 

At  a  recent  Wesleyan  Fellowship 
meeting,  many  present  shared  this  view. 
Wouldn’t  it  be  a  shame  if  these  young 
people  turned  away  from  Methodism  be¬ 
cause  their  perspectives  were  excluded? 

Amy  Dobson  &  Gael  Thoms 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Committee  has  done  well 

To  the  Editor: 

Isn’t  it  interesting  that  no  matter  how 
hard  the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee 
attempts  to  hear  and  respond  to  the 
"grass  roots"  of  the  church,  a  few  loud 
individuals  never  try  to  hear  and  under¬ 
stand  anyone  other  than  themselves?  I’m 


tired  of  hearing  all  the  uninformed  criti¬ 
cism  (see  UMR  letters,  Oct.  16)! 

I  certainly  don’t  agree  with  every  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  committee,  and  if  I  were  putting 
together  the  hymnal,  I  would  include  some 
hymns  the  committee  is  not  and  exclude 
some  it  is  using.  But  never  have  I  seen  a 
group  more  responsive  to  suggestions! 

And  who  is  this  committee  to  change 
words  oi  hymn  texts?  Responsible  Chris¬ 
tian  men  and  women  who  are  trying  to  in¬ 
terpret  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  into  a 
meaningful  vernacular  for  the  1990s— just 
like  every  generation  before  has  done. 

If  most  hymns  (in  any  hymnal)  were 
printed  as  originally  written,  they  would 
read  very  differently  from  how  we  sing 
them  today! 

I  appreciate  the  care  and  commitment 
with  which  the  Hymnal  Committee  has 
done  its  work.  As  for  me,  I  look  forward 
to  singing  God’s  praises  from  a  hymnal 
designed  with  such  integrity. 

Bob  Younts 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Ignore  the  ‘cavil’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  offer  some  comfort  to 
those  laboring  long  and  lovingly  in  the 
production  of  a  revised  hymnal. 

The  best  I  can  do  is  to  remind  them 
that  ‘‘The  Translators”  of  the  King 
James  Version  of  the  Bible  wrote  a  very 
lengthy  preface  “To  the  Reader."  Almost 
all  of  the  preface  dealt  with  the  bitter 
criticism  and,  as  they  put  it,  “cavil” 
against  the  translators. 

I  quote  from  the  first  paragraph: 

“Zeal  to  promote  the  common  good, 
whether  it  be  by  devising  anything  our¬ 
selves  or  revising  that  which  has  been  la¬ 
bored  by  others,  deserves  certainly  much 
respect  and  esteem,  yet  finds  but  cold 
consideration  in  the  world.  It  is  welcomed 
with  suspicion  instead  of  love  and  with 
dislike  instead  of  thanks,  and  if  there  be 
any  hole  left  for  cavil  to  enter  (and  cavil, 
if  it  does  not  find  a  hole,  will  make  one), 
it  is  sure  to  be  misconstrued  and  in 
danger  to  be  condemned.  For,  was 
there  ever  any  thing  projected  that  sa¬ 
vored  any  way  of  newness  or  renewing 
but  the  same  endured  many  a  storm  of 
gain-saying  or  opposition?” 

I  say  to  the  hymnal  committee,  let  the 
cavilers  be  ignored.  Continue  your  glori¬ 
ous  work.  It  may  some  day  be  said  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  actually  inspired  you. 

Gary  G.  Fritz 
Champaign,  illinois 

Bible  calls  God  ‘mother’ 

To  the  Editor: 

It  distresses  me  that  those  United 
Methodists  who  object  so  strongly  to  the 
issue  of  inclusive  language  in  the  hymnal 
and  elsewhere  should  fail  to  recognize 
the  multiple  biblical  images  of  God  as 
female  (see  UMR,  Oct.  16). 

Thanks  to  Virginia  Ramey  Mollenkott 
and  other  theologians,  we  have  been 
made  more  conscious  of  those  images  in 
recent  years. 

Those  scholars  have  documented  that 
God  is  mentioned  in  a  variety  of  female 
guises,  among  them  as  "nursing  moth¬ 
er,”  “mother  eagle,”  "female  beloved” 
and  "mother  hen." 

The  objections  to  these  terms  are  purely 
emotional  and  based  on  individual  world¬ 
views  rather  than  Scripture  or  tradition. 

Sherill  L.  Spaar 
Ada,  Oklahoma 


needs  to  be  at  the  center  and  that  the 
changed  heart,  "denying  self,  taking  up 
cross  and  following  daily,”  will  bring  a 
new  spirit  into  feeding  the  hungry,  cloth¬ 
ing  the  naked,  and  freeing  the  captive. 

If  "evangelism”  is  to  mean  helping  the 
people  of  "mission  fields”  to  find  I  Corin¬ 
thians  13  "love”  and  to  do  good  works  led 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  so  that  “not  I  but 
Christ  through  me  does  the  works,”  I’ll 
be  one  of  your  earnest  supporters. 

But  if  the  definition  is  to  be  that  “any¬ 
thing  we  do  is  evangelism,”  you’ll  give 
me  a  hard  time  with  that. 

While  a  missionary  to  Rhodesia,  I 
wrote  New  York  asking  why  we  were 
there  as  missionaries.  The  answer  would 
have  been  marvelous  for  the  Peace 
Corps  but,  in  my  estimation,  not  the  full 
basis  of  the  “Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
Mission.” 

Randy,  I  do  understand  pretty  thor¬ 
oughly  how  one  who  is  fired  up  to  be 
busy  for  the  kingdom  of  God  can  be  out¬ 
done  with  the  viewpoint  of  much  “evan¬ 
gelism.”  It  has  turned  me  off. 

Old  Tex  Evans,  initiator  of  the  Appala¬ 
chian  Service  Project,  used  to  character¬ 
ize  "saved”  for  some  as  being  like  a 
marshmallow  on  an  endless  conveyor 
belt,  headed  straight  for  heaven,  just  sit¬ 
ting  and  marshing  until  it  gets  there! 

As  a  modified  liberal  (as  Dr.  Harold 
DeWolfe  once  said  in  Africa,  “I’m  a  lib¬ 
eral  evangelical”),  I  see  that  we’ve  lost  a 
lot  of  our  motivating  power  by  minimiz¬ 
ing  eternity,  even  though  (at  least  from 
the  traditional  Christian  viewpoint) 
we’re  citizens  of  it. 


As  I  examine  my  commitment,  it  is  to 
be  forever  (now  and  for  eternity)  in  fel¬ 
lowship  with  the  God  Jesus  has  shown 
me  and  to  do  His  will. 

I’ve  come  to  know  Jesus 

You  would  need  to  evaluate  my  mis¬ 
sions  concern  in  the  knowledge  that  in 
recent  years  I’ve  come  to  know  Jesus 
Christ  far  more  deeply. 

A  C.  S.  Lewis  line  helped:  “Either  this 
is  or  isn’t  a  visited  planet.”  Struggling 
with  the  divinity  of  Jesus,  I  had  to  say,  “I 
come  down  on  the  side  that  John  3:16  is 
historical.” 

As  a  convinced  trinitarian  Wesleyan, 
I’m  concerned  that  my  church  share  and 
teach  my  outlook.  That’s  why  I’ve  given 
some  support  to  the  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists  and  its  mission  thrust. 
They  seem  to  share  it. 

Randy,  I’ve  felt  new  power  in  prayer 
in  my  life,  as  I  hear  that  you  have,  and 
I’m  praying  that  this  new  evangelism 
thrust  of  the  mission  board  will  be  truly 
Christ-centered— that  is,  with  Christ  at 
the  very  middle! 

When  that’s  done,  I  believe  all  else  will 
be  added  unto  us.  Hang  in  there! 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Larry  Eisen¬ 
berg.  a  retired  member  of  the  Oklahoma 
Annual  Conference,  lives  in  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to  “ Here  I 
Stand,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


My  Witness 

I  won’t  give  up  idea 
of  Jesus  ‘saving  souls 

By  HOWARD  A.  PASEL  certainties.  He  stands  ready  and  will 


By  HOWARD  A.  PASEL 

Now,  here’s  a  topic  we  have  become 
rather  uncertain  about,  it  seems:  Where 
is  there  even  any  consensus  among  us 
about  what  part  of  us  can  be  called  “my 
soul”? 

In  former  generations,  we  were  quite 
sure  about  it,  even 
though  combining 
Jewish  and  Greek 
concepts  made  for 
ambiguity. 

We  believed  our 
soul  was  that  intan¬ 
gible,  unseen  part  of 
us,  a  spirit,  tempo¬ 
rarily  within  our  Howard  Pasel 
body.  It  was  released  at  death  for  contin¬ 
ued  existence  either  in  happiness  or  tor¬ 
ment,  depending  on  whether  we  had  let 
Jesus  save  it  before  we  died. 

And  he  saved  our  soul  according  to  one 
or  another  plan  outlined  for  him  to  fol¬ 
low  by  the  particular  denomination  of 
his  church  to  which  we  belonged. 

Our  soul  might  be  somewhat  nebulous, 
but  it  was  very  important,  the  one  thing 
we  could  not  be  rid  of,  ever. 

Some  of  us  have  re-thought  “soul”; 
some  of  us  haven’t.  Many  of  us  just  don’t 
use  the  word  very  often  anymore,  espe¬ 
cially  in  a  context  of  being  saved. 

As  with  another  four-letter  word, 
“love,”  "soul”  conjures  up  various  mean¬ 
ings  for  us,  but  I  am  not  about  to  give  up 
on  it  or  allow  it  to  be  thrown  out  of  my 
Christian  affirmations. 

To  me,  the  soul  is  the  gift  of  life  from 
God  (I  find  no  better  word  for  the  source 
of  my  being).  I  received  it  even  before 
my  birth. 

As  a  steward  of  this  gift,  I  bear  the 
major  responsibility  for  developing  and 
fulfilling  my  life.  There  are  times  of 
smooth  sailing.  Then,  there  are  also 
times  when  my  life  stands  in  jeopardy 
because  of  circumstances  beyond  my 
control,  environments  I  cannot  change, 
broken  human  relationships,  bad  deci¬ 
sions  on  my  part. 

When  that  happens,  I  cry  out,  "Help!  I 
need  help  to  go  in  a  different  direction, 
or  I’m  lost!” 

Because  of  my  Christian  upbringing 
and  frame  of  reference,  very  often  I  find 
my  "salvation"  in  Jesus.  He  has  preced¬ 
ed  me  in  all  the  ways  I  go.  He  knows  the 
joys  and  pleasures  of  life  and  also  its  sor¬ 
rows  and  pains. 

He  knows  the  pitfalls,  temptations,  un¬ 


certainties.  He  stands  ready  and  willing 
to  give  me  helpful  pointers. 

Sometimes,  he  gets  through  to  me  in 
the  happy  ways  of  his  Beatitudes  that  I 
have  been  neglecting  and  saves  the  day 
for  me. 

Other  times,  I  find  my  way  in  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  his  Parables. 

In  times  of  despair  and  forsakenness, 
it’s  his  cross  that  saves  my  soul.  With 
him,  I  dare  to  trust,  even  if  I  must  lay 
down  my  life. 

In  life’s  extremities,  I  know  what  our 
hymn  means  when  we  sing,  “I  lay  in  dust 
life’s  glory  dead,  and  from  the  ground 
there  blossoms  red,  life  that  shall  endless 
be.” 

O  yes,  Jesus  saves! 

Soul  saving  is  Jesus’  chief  business 
even  after  all  these  years,  and  we’d  bet¬ 
ter  not  forget  it,  no  matter  how  our  ways 
of  looking  at  it  may  have  changed  from 
those  of  our  Christian  foreparents.  > 

People  of  other  religious  faiths  may 
find  valid  ways  of  coping  through  other 
examples  of  God-help.  But  for  our  part, 
let’s  keep  Jesus  up  front. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christiafr 
life.  The  Rev.  Howard  A.  Pasel  is  a  re¬ 
tired  member  of  the  Holston  Annual 
Conference  and  lives  in  Gatlinburg, 
Tenn. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  fdf 
consideration  ( two  typed,  double-s pacefi 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wif- 
ness”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.Q, 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275.  '■< 


The  Spirit's  Warning  [ 


I  watched 
a  spider 
weaving. 

It  dropped 
on  a  silken 
thread— moved 
crosswise 
dropped  again. 
I’m  watching. 
It’s  easy  to  be 
ensnared, 
but  prayer 
and  the  Word 
point  from 
deception 
to  Christ’s 
narrow  way. 


-JEAN  RASMUSSEN 


Words  To  Live  By 


Kneeling  In  Bethlehem 

by  Ann  Weems 

In  a  style  that  is  contemporary,  reverent,  and  faith-filled,  Ann 
Weems  writes  about  the  mystery  of  the  Christmas  season.  Included 
here  are  twenty-six  new  reflections  as  well  as  popular  selections 
from  her  earlier  works,  especially  Reaching  for  Rainbows  and 
Family  Faith  Stories.  Capturing  the  spirit  of  joyful  celebration, 
they  can  be  used  in  worship  services,  read  aloud  at  family 
gatherings,  or  used  by  individuals  for  quiet  reflection.  An  ideal 
Christmas  gift  book!  Hard  Cover  17.95 
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Homosexuality  ranked  top  issue 

General  Conference  delegates  specify  what  they  think  most  important 
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Top  General  Conference  issues 

(523  responses) 


Issue . Weighted  ranking 

1.  Homosexuality  topics . 570 

2.  Membership,  growth,  evangelism . 438 

3.  Hymnal  and  hymnal  language . 361 

4.  Our  Theological  Task  study . 360 

5.  Mission  of  the  Church  study . 296 

6.  Study  of  Ministry . 208 

7.  Financial  issues . 166 

8.  Missional  priority . 158 

9.  Peace  with  justice . 91 

10.  Future  mission-board  directions . 68 

11.  Proposed  university  in  Africa . 63 

12.  Change  in  number  of  bishops . 41 

13.  Renewal  of  church . 40 

14.  South  Africa/divestment/pension  board . 36 

15.  Accountability  of  boards,  agencies . 34 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  stands  on  homosex¬ 
uality  are  what  delegates  think  will  be 
most  important  during  the  1988  General 
.Conference,  a  United  Methodist  Report- 
,  er  poll  has  found. 

Actions  relating  to  membership 
growth,  the  proposed  new  hymnal  and  a 
..new  statement  of  denominational  doc- 
;  trine  form  a  closely  bunched  second 
group  in  the  poll’s  weighted  ranking  (see 
chart  at  right).  But  those  topics  trail  con¬ 
cerns  about  homosexuality  issues  by  a 
.wide  margin. 

Many  of  the  523  General  Conference 
delegates  who  took  part  in  the  poll  last 
.month— nearly  55  percent  responded— 
offered  comments  that  showed  they 
were  not  happy  about  the  attention  ho¬ 
mosexuality  issues  would  get. 

“The  whole  issue  of  homosexuality  will 
continue  to  drain  the  life  from  the  UMC,” 
a  delegate  from  the  Oklahoma  confer¬ 
ence  wrote  on  the  poll  questionnaire. 
“Though  a  definitive  statement  was  ap¬ 
proved  in  1984,  we  have  not  yet  settled 
the  issue— unfortunately.” 

3  ‘gay’  issues  noted 

Delegates  indicated  they  expect  to  deal 
with  at  least  three  specific  topics  related 
to  homosexuality:  ordination  of  homosex¬ 
uals,  language  in  the  UM  Social  Princi¬ 
ples  about  the  homosexual  lifesyle,  and 
possible  changes  in  the  church  law  that 
prohibits  use  of  UM  funds  “to  promote 
the  acceptance  of  homosexuality.” 

“I'm  afraid  the  homosexual  issue  will 
overshadow  everything  we  will  be  do¬ 
ing,”  a  delegate  from  the  Louisville  con¬ 
ference  lamented. 

A  delegate  from  the  Iowa  conference 
said,  “I  really  resent  the  time,  energy  and 
emotion  that  will  be  spent  on  this  ques¬ 
tion-fueled  by  the  press,  I  might  add.” 

The  remarks  came  from  among  the 
170  General  Conference  delegates  who 
added  written  comments  to  their  open- 
ended  poll  questionnaires. 


Delegates  were  asked  to  list  in  order 
of  importance  “the  three  most  important 
issues  facing  the  General  Conference 
next  April." 

As  of  Nov.  2,  the  tabulation  deadline, 
at  least  one  delegate  from  all  but  three 
of  the  73  annual  conferences  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  had  responded.  Only  the  Alaska 
Missionary,  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
and  Rio  Grande  conferences  are  not  rep¬ 
resented  in  the  results. 

The  largest  number  of  responses  came 
from  the  Florida  (18)  and  West  Ohio  con¬ 
ferences  (17).  Those  are  two  of  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  largest-membership  conferences 
and  thus  have  two  of  the  largest  delega¬ 
tions,  based  on  membership. 

Four  responses  came  from  overseas 
conference  representatives.  Two  others 
were  sent  by  official  observers  from  au¬ 
tonomous  overseas  Methodist  churches. 

Responses  were  given  weighted  values 
(3  for  the  top-rated  issue,  2  for  second 
and  1  for  third).  The  total  “score”  for 
each  topic  determined  the  poll  rankings. 

9  other  issues  make  list 

In  addition  to  the  four  top-rated  topics, 
the  first  10  issues  included  separate  four- 
year  studies  of  the  church’s  mission  and 
ministry,  proposals  to  limit  funding  in¬ 
creases  for  worldwide  ministry  pro¬ 
grams,  suggestions  for  a  1989-92 


North  Central  Jurisdiction 
(125  responses) 

Issue . Weighted  ranking 


1.  Membership,  growth,  evangelism . 120 

2.  Homosexuality  topics . 99 

3.  Hymnal  and  hymnal  language . 93 

4.  Our  Theological  Task  study . . . 77 

5.  Mission  of  the  Church  study . 61 

6.  Missional  priority . 41 

7.  Study  of  Ministry . 39 

8.  Financial  issues . 38 

9.  South  Africa/divestment/pension  board  14 

10.  Future  mission-board  directions . 13 


missional  priority,  efforts  to  promote 
peace  with  justice,  and  future  "mission 
evangelism"  efforts  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  well  as  its 
relationships  with  the  unofficial  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists. 

The  next  five  ranked  issues  were  the 
proposed  UM  university  in  Africa;  various 
plans  to  increase  the  number  of  bishops  in 
the  United  States;  efforts  to  renew  the 
church;  South  Africa-related  actions  such 
as  fighting  racial  segregation  there,  sell¬ 
ing  stock  in  companies  doing  business  in 
South  Africa  and  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions'  policy  related  to  investments  in 
companies  doing  business  in  South  Africa; 
and  intentions  to  make  denominational 
agencies  more  accountable  to  denomina¬ 
tional  membership. 

Beyond  the  top  15,  no  topic  received 
significant  support. 

Responses  vary  by  regions 

In  none  of  the  church's  five  geographic 
U.S.  jurisdictions  did  the  collective  re¬ 
gional  ordering  of  issues  exactly  match 
the  first  10  topics  in  the  denomination¬ 
wide  ranking  (see  charts  below). 

In  the  North  Central  Jurisdiction,  for 
instance,  membership,  growth  and  evan¬ 
gelism  ranked  first. 

In  the  Western  Jurisdiction  that  same 
topic  tied  for  eighth  place.  In  the  South 


Northeastern  Jurisdiction 
(98  responses) 

Issue . Weighted  ranking 


1.  Homosexuality  topics . 114 

2.  Membership,  growth,  evangelism . 81 

3.  Hymnal  and  hymnal  language . 77 

4.  Our  Theological  Task  study . 66 

5.  Study  of  Ministry . 50 

6.  Missional  priority . 47 

7.  Mission  of  the  Church  study . 44 

8.  Financial  issues . 30 

9.  Peace  with  justice . 17 

10.  Future  mission-board  directions . 13 


Central  Jurisdiction,  it  came  in  fourth. 

The  proposal  to  change  the  number  of 
bishops— No.  12  on  the  denomination  rank¬ 
ing-made  the  top  10  list  in  both  the  South 
Central  and  Southeastern  jurisdictions.  Ei¬ 
ther  region  could  add  episcopal  posts  un¬ 
der  one  expansion  plan  being  advocated. 

Some  delegates  said  the  topics  they 
listed  may  not  ultimately  be  the  most 
important  issues  considered  at  the  St. 
Louis  meeting.  But  they  indicated  that 
issues  such  as  homosexuality  stands, 
membership  growth  and  the  hymnal 
would  get  the  most  attention. 

Others  indicated  they  were  listing  the  is¬ 
sues  that  “should  be”  the  most  important. 

“The  homosexual-related  issues  are 
the  most  explosive  since  they  have  the 
potential  of  splitting  the  church,”  said  a 
delegate  from  the  North  Indiana  confer¬ 
ence.  "At  the  same  time  they  ought  not 
be  called  the  most  important.  The  doc¬ 
trinal  issues- don’t  necessarily  have  the 
short-term  impact  but  may  have  long¬ 
term  implications.” 

An  Eastern  Pennsylvania  conference 
delegate  admitted,  “It  disturbs  me  that  the 
issues  I  have  listed  will  consume  so  much 
time,  money  and  emotion,  and  they  do  not 
really  impact  on  the  work  of  the  church  in 
the  world.  They  are  largely  ‘in-house’  is¬ 
sues  that  arise  out  of  self-centeredness, 
personal  preference  and.  in  part,  a  power 


South  Central  Jurisdiction 
(96  responses) 

Issue . Weighted  ranking 


1.  Homosexuality  topics . 104 

2.  Our  Theological  Task . 84 

3.  Hymnal  and  hymnal  language . 64 

4.  Membership,  growth,  evangelism . 56 

5.  Study  of  Ministry . 39 

6.  Missional  priority . ...; . 31 

7.  Mission  of  the  Church  study . 29 

8.  Financial  issues . ; . ,28 

9.  Change  in  number  of  bishops  ..i . 14 

10.  Future  mission-board  directions . 13 


struggle  within  the  bureaucracy.” 

From  the  Northern  New  Jersey  confer¬ 
ence  a  delegate  said:  “One  issue  of  great 
importance  is  not  merely  what  we  debate 
and  what  we  decide  but  how  we  debate  it 
and  how  resolutions  are  phrased  and  im¬ 
plemented.  We  must  witness  to  the  power 
of  the  Gospel  in  moving  us  away  from  in¬ 
dividual  isolation  and  toward  real  fellow¬ 
ship-even  in  disagreement.” 

A  delegate  from  the  East  Ohio  confer¬ 
ence  said,  “Frankly,  it  would  be  revital¬ 
izing  if  we  were  able  to  discover  our 
identity  as  United  Methodists  and  share 
a  common  vision  rather  than  spend  time 


Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
(154  responses) 

Issue . Weighted  ranking 

1.  Homosexuality  topics . 192 

2.  Membership,  growth,  evangelism . 143 

3.  Our  Theological  Task  study . 110 

4.  Hymnal  and  hymnal  language . 88 

5.  Mission  of  the  Church  study . 73 


6.  Study  of  Ministry . 61 

7.  Financial  issues . 43 

8.  Missional  priority . 33 

9.  Peace  with  justice . 25 


10.  Change  in  number  of  bishops . 23 


in  in-house  fussing  about  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  or  exclusive  behavior." 

Questionnaires  were  mailed  Oct.  13  to 
963  of  the  998  delegates  to  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  the  denomination’s  top 
legislative  assembly.  The  list  of  dele¬ 
gates  came  from  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

The  mailing  list  did  not  contain  names 
of  all  delegates  from  overseas  central  con¬ 
ferences,  said  the  Rev.  John  L.  Schreiber, 
chief  of  the  records  and  statistics  section 
at  the  administrative  agency.  Not  all  over¬ 
seas  conferences  had  submitted  delegates' 
names  by  early  October. 


Western  Jurisdiction 
(42  responses) 

Issue . Weighted  ranking 


1.  Homosexuality  topics . 44 

2.  Our  Theological  Task  study . 41 

3.  Hymnal  and  hymnal  language . 37 

4.  Financial  issues . 23 

5.  Mission  of  the  Church  study . 20 

6.  Study  of  Ministry . 14 

Membership,  growth,  evangelism . 14 

8.  Proposed  university  in  Africa . 11 

South  Africa/divestment/pension  board  11 
Missional  priority . 11 


Weighted  rankings  show  variations  among  5  geographical  regions 


Death  and  dying:  ‘ A 


real  grappling  in  the  religious  journey  ’ 


of  dying  during  a  storm  at  sea  and  his 
"peaceful”  death-bed  experience. 

"Death  needs  to  be  made  sense  of 
throughout  life”  just  as  Wesley  tried  to 
do,  not  at  the  moment  “when  we  no  long¬ 
er  have  a  choice,”  Dr.  Yates  said. 

He  offered  numerous  suggestions 
about  how  congregations  should  help 
people  grapple  with  the  reality  of  death. 

His  suggestions  included  an  “audit”  of 
how  the  congregation  deals  with  situa¬ 
tions  involving  death  and  dying.  Dr. 
Yates  said  such  an  audit  should  answer 
three  questions: 

■/  How  are  we  responding? 

S  To  whom  are  we  responding? 

S  What  ministries  are  being  used? 

“If  we  could  encourage  churches  to  do 
much  more  of  this  kind  of  grappling  with 
death,  we  would  discover  that  living 
would  be  much  richer,"  Dr.  Yates  con¬ 
cluded. 

Expected  more  support 

The  Rev.  Emily  A.  Byrd,  a  participant 
from  Noblestown,  Pa.,  agreed  that  the 
church  needs  to  be  more  engaged  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  death-and-dying  concerns. 

Ms.  Byrd  said  privately  that  when  her 
father  died  recently,  she  expected  more 
support  from  the  church  than  she  re¬ 
ceived. 

"A  lot  of  church  people  like  to  quote 
hymns  and  Scripture  about  death  and 
resurrection,  but  when  it  comes  to  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  reality  of  dying,  they  often 
don’t  know  how,”  Ms.  Byrd  said. 

Consultation  participants  identified 
numerous  ways  the  church  should  be 
grappling  more  intentionally  with  death- 
and-dying  issues.  Those  ways  included: 

•exploring  reasons  congregations  are 
not  typically  more  supportive  “commu¬ 
nities  of  caring”  during  times  of  death; 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— The  20th  century  re¬ 
sembles  the  18th  century  of  John  Wesley 
in  at  least  one  respect,  according  to  a 
United  Methodist  ethics  professor: 

Both  exhibit  a  preoccupation  with  a 
“constant  sense  of  death.” 

The  Rev.  H.  Wilson  Yates,  who  teaches 
at  the  United  Theological  Seminary  of 
the  Twin  Cities  in  Minneapolis,  made 
that  observation  in  a  keynote  speech  to 


the  United  Methodist  National  Consulta¬ 
tion  on  Death  and  Dying  Nov.  4-6. 

The  first-of-its-kind  consultation  was 
sponsored  by  the  Health  and  Welfare  De¬ 
partment  of  the  UMC’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Filled  with  sense  of  death 

"Our  century’s  experience  with  wars, 
genocide,  the  Jewish  holocaust,  the 
threat  of  nuclear  annihilation,  hunger 
and  disease— including  the  AIDS  epi¬ 


demic-fills  it  with  a  sense  of  death” 
much  as  in  Wesley's  era,  Dr.  Yates  told 
the  consultation’s  approximately  80  par¬ 
ticipants. 

He  said  that  the  founder  of  Methodism 
showed  in  his  own  experience  with  nu¬ 
merous  death-threatening  incidents  that 
death  is  “a  reality  to  be  grappled  with  as 
part  of  the  religious  journey.” 

Dr.  Yates  specifically  mentioned  Wes¬ 
ley's  close  brush  with  death  as  a  child 
when  his  family’s  house  burned,  his  fear 
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NEW  YORK— The  Rev.  H.  Wilson  Yates  told  participants  at  last  week’s  United  Methodist  national  consultation 
on  death  and  dying  that  the  reality  of  death  makes  it  part  of  our  spiritual  journal. 


Solidarity 

South  African  Methodists  assured  of  support  by  world  Methodists 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
Editor 

;  SOWETO,  South  Africa— "We  are  here 
;to  tell  you  that  54  million  Methodists 
;around  the  world  are  standing  with  you 
;in  your  struggle  against  injustice,"  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of  Kenya  told 
;several  hundred  worshippers  Sunday, 
Nov.  8,  at  the  Jabavu  Methodist  Church 
in  this  teeming  black  counterpart  to 
white  Johannesburg. 

The  congregation’s  reaction  was  im¬ 
mediate,  audible  approval. 

Bishop  Imathiu  was  in  Soweto  as  head 
of  a  10-member  delegation  of  Methodist 
leaders  from  the  World  Methodist  Coun- 
•cil  to  express  pastoral  solidarity  with  the 
•Methodist  people  of  South  Africa  and  to 
urge  the  dismantling  of  South  Africa’s  le¬ 
galized  system  of  racial  discrimination. 

At  the  Reporter’s  press  time,  the  delega¬ 
tion  was  preparing  for  a  scheduled  visit 
•Tuesday,  Nov.  10,  in  Cape  Town  with  South 
•Africa’s  State  President,  P.  W.  Botha. 

•  The  delegation  was  mandated  by  a 
Resolution  passed  at  the  15th  World 
^Methodist  Conference  during  July  1986  in 
^Nairobi,  Kenya.  It  is  composed  of  five 
'Whites  and  five  blacks. 

Points  in  basic  message 

;  The  basic  message  the  group  is  carry¬ 
ing  from  the  conference  to  Mr.  Botha 
and  others  includes  the  following  re¬ 
quests: 


•That  Nelson  Mandela  (a  Methodist) 
and  other  political  prisoners  and  detain¬ 
ees  be  released; 

•That  South  Africa’s  state  of  emer¬ 
gency  be  lifted  and  that  state-adminis¬ 
tered  violence  in  the  country’s  black 
townships  be  ended; 

•That  a  unified  school  system  for 
South  Africa’s  children,  youth  and  adults 
be  instituted  without  regard  to  race  or 
color; 

•  That  South  Africa’s  apartheid  sys¬ 
tem  with  its  denial  of  basic  rights  to 
black  persons  be  abolished; 

•That  negotiations  involving  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  all  South  Africa’s  people  be 
initiated  to  produce  a  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic  future  with  equal  rights  for  all. 

A  cloud  of  uncertainty  hung  over  the 
visit  just  prior  to  the  delegation’s  arrival 
when  authorities  arrested  and  detained  for 
24  hours  the  Rev.  Stanley  Mogoba,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern 
Africa  and  a  South  African  member  of  the 
delegation.  Dr.  Mogoba  was  released,  how¬ 
ever,  and  the  group  arrived  on  schedule 
and  without  further  incident. 

Soon  after  the  delegation’s  arrival  the 
government  released  Govan  Mbeki,  a 
member  of  the  banned  Africa  National 
Congress,  imprisoned  since  1964. 

Mr.  Mbeki  was  one  of  many  persons 
inside  and  outside  the  church  with  whom 
the  delegation  visited.  It  also  met  with 


Winnie  Mandela,  wife  of  South  Africa’s 
most  prominent  black  political  leader. 
Nelson  Mandela,  who  has  been  in  prison 
since  1962. 

South  Africans  host  delegation 

The  delegation  is  being  hosted  by  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa,  an 
autonomous  church  of  more  than  500,000 
members,  80  percent  of  whom  are  black. 

There  are  four  South  Africans  in  the 
delegation.  The  South  Africans  provided 
many  opportunities  for  the  delegation  to 
meet  with  Methodist  and  ecumenical 
church  leaders  and  with  people  in  the 
community  served  by  the  church  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  prominent  people  like  Mrs.  Man¬ 
dela  and  Mr.  Mbeki. 

After  an  exhausting  round  of  meetings 
and  worship  services  on  Sunday,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  delegation  reflected  on  some 
of  their  experiences. 

The  Rev.  Norman  Dewire,  a  United 
Methodist  member  of  the  delegation 
from  Delaware,  Ohio,  said,  "I’m  im¬ 
pressed  by  how  deep  the  disregard  for 
black  people  is  by  the  system  here.  I  feel 
anger  regarding  the  total  disregard  for 
their  personhood.” 

The  Rev.  Donald  English,  a  British 
Methodist  leader  from  London,  said, 
"I’m  surprised  and  encouraged  by  the 
political  resiliency,  consciousness  and 
determination  I  sense  in  the  black  people 
of  this  country  despite  all  the  obstacles 


they  face.” 

Asked  why  this  group  should  feel  hope¬ 
ful  when  so  many  others  have  failed  to 
persuade  South  Africa’s  leaders  to  ex¬ 
tend  even  the  most  basic  rights  to  blacks, 
delegation  leader  Bishop  Imathiu  related 
some  advice  he  received  from  Kenya’s 
president,  Daniel  arap  Moi,  shortly  be¬ 
fore  he  left  for  South  Africa. 

‘One  cut  doesn’t  fell  a  tree’ 

"President  Moi  said,  ‘One  cut  doesn’t 
fell  a  tree.  And  when  a  tree  falls  the  one 
making  the  final  cut  cannot  claim  all  the 
credit.  It  takes  many  cuts  to  fell  the  tree. 
Go  make  your  cut  in  the  tree.’  ” 

Bishop  Imathiu  said  the  delegation  is 
here  to  relate  pastorally  to  those  who 
are  suffering  under  apartheid  and  to 
"make  our  cut  in  the  tree”  of  disman¬ 
tling  apartheid. 

Bishop  Imathiu,  a  black  African,  said 
he  was  surprised  by  the  warm  and  cour¬ 
teous  treatment  he  has  received  so  far. 
“What  I’ve  seen  demonstrated  is  that 
people  of  all  colors  can  live  peacefully  in 
South  Africa,”  the  Kenyan  Methodist 
leader  said.  “I  don’t  understand  why  it 
can’t  be  extended  to  everyone." 

Members  of  the  delegation  visiting 
from  other  countries  will  leave  South  Af¬ 
rica  by  Nov.  14.  Following  the  visit  with 
President  Botha  some  are  expected  to 
visit  church  groups  in  additional  parts  of 
the  country. 


•deepening  the  use  of  spiritual  re¬ 
sources  and  spiritual  formation  for  cop¬ 
ing  with  death  and  grief; 

•using  Sunday  school  as  a  place  for 
teaching  about  death  and  rituals  associ¬ 
ated  with  death; 

•  finding  ways  to  cope  with  suicide,  es¬ 
pecially  among  teens,  and  with  the  high 
incidence  of  divorce  following  a  child’s 
suicide; 

•dealing  with  concerns  arising  from 
sudden,  unexpected  death; 

•  protecting  the  rights  of  survivors; 
•promoting  church  involvement  with 

health-care  and  legal  communities  in 
dealing  with  death-and-dying  issues. 

Participants  listened  to  a  wide  variety 
of  speakers  from  the  health-care  and  le¬ 
gal  professions  describe  dilemmas  asso¬ 
ciated  with  death  and  dying. 

Donald  Gallagher,  representing  a  Cali¬ 
fornia-based  lobby,  Americans  Against 
Human  Suffering,  advocated  legalization 
of  “doctor-assisted  euthanasia.” 

Although  39  states  make  some  provi¬ 
sion  for  “passive  euthanasia”— “letting 


Georgian  named 
to  Dallas  pulpit 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA— Declaring  he  was  “abso¬ 
lutely  delighted"  to  be  appointed  senior 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas,  the  Rev.  Hal  N.  Brady  III  said 
he  would  approach  the  post  as  he  would 
any  new  church. 

Dr.  Brady,  senior  pastor  of  the  2,300- 
member  Glenn  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  on  the  campus  of 
UM-related  Emory  University,  succeeds 
Dr.  Walker  Railey. 

Dr.  Railey  was  put  on  leave  of  absence 
from  the  pastorate  of  the  5,800-member 
congregation  in  May  and  surrendered  his 
clergy  credentials  Sept.  2  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  11). 

Dr.  Brady,  48,  said  he  would  deliver 
his  final  sermon  at  Glenn  Memorial  Nov. 
29  and  take  the  pulpit  at  First  Church, 
Dallas.  Dec.  13. 

—GLEN  LARUM 
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nature  take  its  course"  at  the  request  of 
the  patient  via  a  "living  will”  or  other 
form  of  informed  consent — no  state  au¬ 
thorizes  doctors  to  hasten  a  patient’s 
death  via  lethal  injections  or  other 
means. 

Mr.  Gallagher  said  such  a  law  is  need¬ 
ed  to  enable  physicians  compassionately 
to  release  terminally  ill  patients  from  in¬ 
tractable  suffering. 


Participant  Martha  Henderson  of  Cha¬ 
pel  Hill,  N.C.,  objected,  contending  that 
such  a  law  would  amount  to  “pre-empt¬ 
ing  the  mystery”  of  God’s  will  during  the 
“sacred  journey  of  dying." 


Lini’s  father  is  an  alcoholic 
who  oftentimes  mistreats  his 
wife  and  children.  In  order  to  res¬ 
cue  Lini  from  a  life-threatening 
situation,  she  was  accepted  at  an 
orphanage  in  south  India. 


WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 

Does  anyone  want  to  sponsor 
Lini,  giving  her  a  chance  in  life?  Or, 
there  are  other  needy  children 
available  for  sponsorship  in  our  70 
Christian  orphanages.  This  is  a  re¬ 
warding  project  for  a  church  group, 
as  well  as  for  an  individual  or  fam¬ 
ily.  The  cost  is  just  $13  a  month. 

WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC. 

will  send  you  full  information  on 
‘‘your"  child  and  you  can  write  to 
the  youngster  if  you  wish.  WCI  is  a 
Christian  organization,  approved 
by  the  U.S.  government,  so  dona¬ 
tions  are  tax  deductible. 

Your  sponsorship  would  be  a 
blessing  to  a  youngster.  Please 
write  today; 
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I  Slot*  and  Zip _ I 

1  World'*  Children,  Inc. 

1  Mr*.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 

P.O.  Box  2979  1 

I  Winter  Haven,  FL  33880  * 
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What  grows  faster  than  corn?  Answer:  This  church 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DUBLIN,  Ohio— At  a  quiet  rural  inter¬ 
section  northwest  of  Columbus,  a  United 
Methodist  church  is  growing  faster  than 
the  sweet  corn  in  nearby  fields. 

Indian  Run  United  Methodist  Church  is 
"doublin'  ”  as  nearby  suburban  commu¬ 
nities  grow  by  leaps  and  bounds,  sup¬ 
planting  farm  fields  with  apartment 
complexes  and  housing  subdivisions. 

The  play  on  words  with  the  communi¬ 
ty’s  name  isn’t  any  exaggeration.  Indian 
Run  UMC  has  literally  doubled  and  re¬ 
doubled  in  size  since  1982,  going  from  101 
in  1982  to  443  through  Oct.  25— the  fifth 
anniversary  of  its  chartering. 

Church-school  records  reflect  similar 
growth,  from  34  in  1982  to  177  in  1987. 

Members  wear  name  tags 

The  congregation  has  grown  so  fast 
that  it  uses  a  conventioneers’  tech¬ 
nique-providing  name  tags— to  help 
people  remember  each  other. 

Charter  member  Steve  Hupp  marvels 
at  the  speed  of  the  growth.  The  Ashland 
Chemical  Corp.  chemist  and  church 
choir  director  said,  ‘‘This  church  is  grow¬ 
ing  faster  than  any  other  organization 
I’ve  been  associated  with. 

“There's  a  feeling  in  this  church  that 
you  sense  as  you  walk  through  the  door.  I 
don’t  know  how  to  describe  it,  except  to 
say,  ‘It’s  alive;  it's  growing!'  " 

“When  you  add  the  kind  of  numbers 
we  re  adding,  you  virtually  are  adding  a 
congregation  every  year,’’  said  the  Rev. 
David  H.  Bridgman,  Indian  Run’s  pastor. 

Indian  Run  is  growing  so  fast  that  the 
church  is  knocking  down  walls  to  expand 
the  3-year-old,  225-seat  sanctuary,  said 
Mr.  Bridgman. 

Last  year.  West  Ohio  conference  offi¬ 
cials  sent  in  two  14-by-70-foot  trailers  to 
create  six  Sunday-school  classrooms. 
That  helped  alleviate  overcrowding. 

Nearby  congregation  has  vision 

Indian  Run’s  story  isn’t  one  of  just  a 
new,  growing  church,  however.  It  is  tes¬ 
timony  to  a  visionary  United  Methodist 
congregation  in  nearby  Upper  Arlington. 

Northwest  United  Methodist  Church  in 


( 


The  church 

a  fl lame 


Upper  Arlington  realized  that  areas 
northwest  of  Columbus  would  soon  be 
fields  ripe  for  new  churches. 

Consequently,  in  1980  Northwest  UMC's 
mission  committee  purchased  7  acres  near 
Dublin.  The  church  gave  the  property  to 
the  West  Ohio  conference,  then  encour¬ 
aged  three  Northwest  church  families  to 
help  form  a  congregation  in  Dublin. 

Indian  Run  grew  from  10  families  in 
January  1982  to  an  October  1982  charter¬ 
ing  congregation  of  101  members,  one  of 
the  largest  ever  chartered  in  the  West 
Ohio  conference. 

Indian  Run  is  a  young  church  in  more 
ways  than  one.  The  average  age  of  the 
congregation  is  in  the  30s. 

“That’s  Dublin,”  said  Mr.  Bridgman,  a 
32-year-old  Asbury  Theological  School 
graduate.  “We  simply  reflect  the  city 
we’re  in.” 

Just  6  percent  of  its  estimated  12,000 
residents  are  older  than  50.  he  said. 

Dublin,  founded  in  1804,  was  until  the 
mid  1970s  a  sleepy  rural  village  of  less 
than  1,000  people  on  the  Scioto  River 
about  15  miles  northwest  of  downtown 
Columbus. 

Dublin  now  is  burgeoning  with  devel¬ 
opment-home  to  young  urban  profes¬ 
sionals  working  at  such  places  as 
Ashland  Chemical  Corp.’s  research  facil¬ 
ities;  the  fast-food  giant,  Wendy’s,  or  the 
Online  Computer  Library  Center  Inc.,  a 
non-profit  computer  library  facility. 

As  a  result,  Indian  Run’s  congregation 
includes  many  members  from  a  profes¬ 
sional  community  with  “high  expecta¬ 
tions,”  Mr.  Bridgman  said. 

Families  tie  activities  together 

Much  of  the  young  church’s  life  re¬ 
volves  around  its  young  families. 

Following  baptisms,  Mr.  Bridgman 


carries  the  newest  member  around  the 
sanctuary,  showing  the  baby  off  to  the 
entire  congregation  and  saying  things 
like,  “Look,  here's  a  new  member  in  the 
family." 

Deanna  Hupp,  wife  of  the  choir  direc¬ 
tor  and  a  music  education  specialist  in 
the  Dublin  school  system,  said  she  wants 
to  hang  on  to  that  feeling  of  family. 

“I  personally  hope  it  doesn’t  get  too 
big,"  she  said  of  the  church. 

Her  husband  agreed.  “The  thing  this 
church  has  had  is  that  small  family  feel¬ 
ing,”  he  said.  “We  are  wrestling  with 
keeping  that  feeling  even  as  we  grow.” 

Gale  Whitworth,  active  in  the  church’s 
vacation  Bible  school  and  author  of  the 
church  directory,  said  the  key  to  the  at¬ 
mosphere  is  “growing  (spiritually)  with 
Christian  friends.” 

No  high-pressure  selling  used 

It  hasn’t  taken  high-pressure  selling  to 
fill  classes  or  spark  congregational 
growth  at  Indian  Run. 

Mr.  Bridgman  emphasizes  “first  con¬ 
tact”  with  new  residents,  sending  out  a 
postcard  that  can  be  stuck  on  a  bulletin 
board  or  put  on  the  refrigerator  door 
with  a  magnet. 

How  does  he  know  who’s  new?  He 
watches  the  deed  and  mortgage  closings  in 
the  Franklin  County  “Daily  Reporter,”  a 
publication  of  legal  notices.  He  said  he 
goes  through  it  subdivision  by  subdivision 
and  jots  down  names  and  addresses. 

In  addition,  the  church  advertises  in 
the  newspaper. 

“The  best  advertisement,  though,  is 
word  of  mouth,”  he  said.  “And  this  con¬ 
gregation  likes  to  talk  about  its  church.” 

The  church  added  Mark  and  Cindy 
Bradshaw,  a  lay  couple  from  Cory,  Pa., 
to  the  staff  to  handle  growing  needs  of 
the  members.  He  is  an  outreach  worker. 
She  is  youth  coordinator. 

In  his  outreach  work,  Mr.  Bradshaw 
visits  everyone  who  comes  to  services  at 
Indian  Run  a  second  time.  He  said  that 
while  initial  visits  might  be  simply 
“church  shopping”  stops,  a  follow-up  vis¬ 
it  almost  always  signals  a  serious  candi¬ 
date  for  membership. 

Mrs.  Bradshaw  has  been  developing  a 


DUBLIN,  Ohio— Kids  clamor  around  the  Rev.  David  Bridgman  during  Sunday  worship  services  at  Indian  Run 
UMC,  located  just  off  a  busy  country  road  just  beyond  a  sprawling  subdivision.  The  congregation— which  includes 
many  young  parents  and  their  children — reflects  the  makeup  of  the  fast-growing  population  of  this  suburb. 


youth  program.  Last  summer  she  took 
several  youngsters  to  Foxburg,  Pa. 
There  they  helped  stack  wood,  organize  a 
recreation  room,  clean  pastures,  groom 
horses,  clean  stalls  and  paint  part  of  a 
barn  at  a  therapeutic  riding  school  for 
handicapped  children. 

Chuck  Warner,  an  architect  and  life¬ 
long  United  Methodist,  said,  “This  church 
reminds  me  of  one  of  the  first  churches  I 
remember.  There  is  enthusiasm,  and  peo¬ 
ple  bring  diversity  and  experience. 

“In  some  of  the  big  United  Methodist 


churches,  you  can  hide.  You  can’t  hide  in 
this  church.  Somebody  will  come  by  and 
ask  you  to  do  something.” 

Despite  its  youth,  Indian  Run  also  has 
its  own  tradition,  like  United  Method¬ 
ism's  most  venerable  churches. 

At  the  close  of  each  worship  service, 
people  in  the  congregation  sing  the  Irish 
blessing  "May  the  road  rise  up  to  meet 
you"  for  the  benediction. 

Few  visitors  forget  it,  and  many  of 
those  who  hear  it  a  second  time  count  it 
part  of  thoir  church  tradition,  too.  By 


then,  they’re  members  of  one  of  United 
Methodism’s  fastest-growing  churches. 

“The  Church  Aflame"  series  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  feature  U M  congregations  of  all 
sizes  that  are  growing  numerically, 
shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  financial  obligations  and 
offering  outstanding  ministries  in  their 
communities.  Nominations  of  congrega¬ 
tions  which  deserve  to  be  featured 
should  be  sent  to  " The  Church  Aflame" 
P.  O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  TX  75266. 


the  church  today 


Churches,  cable  network 
work  on  free-time  offer 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)— The  woes  of 
evangelical  television  preachers  may 
turn  into  an  rare  opportunity  for  main¬ 
stream  denominations  that  have  all  but 
faded  from  the  airwaves  during  the  past 
decade. 

After  dropping  the  scandal-wracked 
PTL  network  from  its  systems,  the  na¬ 
tion’s  largest  cable  television  company 
has  quietly  offered  free  air  time  to  an  ec¬ 
umenical  television  network  which 
would  be  operated  jointly  by  many  of  the 
major  church  denominations. 

There  is,  however,  a  big  catch:  no  such 
network  exists,  and  the  offer  from  Tele¬ 
communications,  Inc.  (TCI)  has  sent 
mainline  Protestant,  Catholic  and  East¬ 
ern  Orthodox  groups  scrambling  to  put 
together  what  would  be  a  significant 
first  in  religious  broadcasting. 

Church  leaders  and  TCI  have  tenta¬ 
tively  scheduled  a  news  conference  on 
Nov.  24  in  Washington,  where  they  hope 


to  announce  establishment  of  the  first 
ecumenically  run  television  network 
ever,  according  to  church  sources. 

Church  World  Service  head 
survives  ouster  attempt 

JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.— Richard  But¬ 
ler,  embattled  head  of  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  will  keep  his  job,  leaders  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  decided 
Nov.  3. 

The  action  apparently  was  a  tempo¬ 
rary  setback  for  the  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer, 
NCC  general  secretary,  who  just  days 
ago  issued  a  written  request  for  Mr.  But¬ 
ler’s  resignation. 

Morristown  College  appears 
on  way  to  renewed  status 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)— After 
having  removed  its  sponsorship  more 
than  a  year  ago,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  apparently  decided  at  least 
temporarily  to  support  Morristown  Col¬ 
lege. 

Dan  Smith,  college  president,  said  re¬ 


cently  he  is  “delighted"  that  the  church 
has  decided  to  reconsider  an  August  1986 
decision  to  stop  funding  the  106-year-old, 
predominantly  black  institution. 

The  school  had  appealed  the  church’s 
ruling,  saying  it  was  denied  due  process 
and  that  some  of  the  charges  were  false. 
The  church’s  Judicial  Council,  in  an  Oct. 
23  ruling,  agreed  that  the  decision  was 
unfair. 

/ 

NCC  delegation  in  Haiti 
supports  national  elections 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— A  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  who  took  part  in  an  interna¬ 
tional  ecumenical  delegation  to  Haiti 
Oct.  28-31  says  he  was  "impressed  by  the 
extraordinary  commitment  of  ordinary 
Haitians  to  exercise  their  right  to  vote” 
in  the  upcoming  national  elections— the 
first  in  30  years. 

The  Rev.  Wilson  Boots  of  White  Plains, 
N.Y.,  council  director  for  the  New  York 
conference,  said  churches  in  Haiti  have 
helped  register  voters  despite  violence. 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  position 
available  at  2.400-member  First  UMC.  Odessa.  TX. 
Program  includes  choirs  for  all  ages,  vocal  ensem¬ 
bles,  handbells,  church  orchestra.  Experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  salary  negotiable  Resumes  to  Rev 
Charles  N.  Crutchfield.  First  UMC.  415  N.  Lee. 
Odessa.  TX  79761 _ 

DUBUQUE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  invites 
applications  for  a  teaching  position  in  Mission  and 
Evangelism  to  begin  September  1988  Responsibil¬ 
ities  include  the  teaching  of  courses  dealing  with 
the  Christian  world  mission.  Experience  in  mission 
outreach  and  evangelism  is  desirable  Background 
in  history  of  religions  and  in  American  religious 
expressions  is  desirable  Candidates  should  have 
an  earned  doctorate,  a  record  of  publication  or  ex¬ 
tensive  equivalent  experience;  ability  to  teach 
Protestant  theological  students  (basically  Presby¬ 
terian  and  United  Methodist)  Salary  and  rank  are 
dependent  upon  qualifications  and  experience  Not 
tenure  track  Send  curriculum  vitae  and  dossier  by 
December  15  to:  Dean  Arlo  D  Duba.  University  of 
Dubuque  Theological  Seminary.  2000  University 
Avenue.  Dubuque.  IA  52001  EOE  AA 

DUBUQUE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  invites 
applications  for  a  tenure  track  faculty  position  in 
Biblical  Studies,  with  a  primary  focus  on  the  He¬ 
brew  Scriptures  and  with  secondary  stress  on  New 
Testament,  to  begin  September  1988  Responsibil¬ 
ities  include  the  teaching  of  biblical  languages, 
teaching  future  pastors  to  teach  the  Bible  in  the 
parish  and  for  acquainting  them  with  the  historical 
critical  approach  to  scripture  study.  Primary  re¬ 
sponsibility  is  to  assist  students  to  develop  the 
skills  to  lead  lay  people  to  share  In  and  live  out  the 
biblical  story  Candidates  should  have  an  earned 
doctorate  or  have  all  but  dissertation.  Salary  and 
rank  are  dependent  upon  qualifications  and  experi¬ 
ence  Women  are  particularly  encouraged  to  ap¬ 
ply  Send  curriculum  vitae  and  dossier  bv  January 
15  to  Dean  Arlo  D  Duba.  University  of  Dubuque 
Theological  Seminary.  2000  University  Avenue. 
Dubuque.  I A  52001  EOE  AA _ 

HOUSTON.  TX  CLEAR  LAKE  METHODIST 

Church  is  accepting  applications  for  a  full  time  Di¬ 
rector  of  Religious  Education  for  a  church  mem¬ 
bership  of  3200  and  growing  Director  will  be 
responsible  for  the  overall  education  program. 
Must  possess  a  degree  in  CE  with  5  years  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  DRE  Starting  date  and  salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Please  send  resume  to:  Clear  Lake  United 
Methodist  Church.  Attn  LaNell  Clark.  16335  El  Ca- 
mino  Real.  Houston.  TX  77062  _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULT 

Ministries  Clergy  or  layperson  needed  for  dynam¬ 
ic  3.700-member  FUMC.  Colorado  Springs  Varied 
ministry  program:  camping  and  retreats  at 
church-owned  lodge,  ski  trips,  mission  trips.  Expe¬ 
rience  required.  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to 
Dr  Steve  Burnett.  420  N  Nevada  Ave..  Colorado 
Springs.  CO  80903 _ 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  WANTED  FULL-TIME  for 
1.200-member  church  in  western  suburb  of  Chicago 
Responsibilities  include  singing  choirs,  handbell 
choirs,  instrumental  ensembles,  direction  of  musical 
events  and  music  education.  Contact  The  Rev  Dr. 
Emery  A.  Percell.  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church. 
Aurora  IL  60506 _ __ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  NEEDED  for  2.800  * 
member  church  in  Albany.  Georgia.  Program  in¬ 
cludes  choirs  for  all  ages:  handbells  Master's  with 
experience  preferred.  Salary  negotiable  Write 
Search  Committee.  Porterfield  United  Methodist 
Church.  2200  Dawson  Road,  Albany.  GA  31707 _ 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  seeking  to 
employ  Director  of  Christian  Education  with  empha¬ 
sis  on  Sunday  School  growth  and  adult  work  Appro¬ 
priate  experience,  education,  gifts  and  graces 
necessary  Salary  negotiable  Contact  Reverend 
Clint  Purtell.  (918)336-3366  or  336-8155.  PO  Box 
1136,  Bartlesville.  OK  74005 


PERKINS  INTERN  PROGRAM  invites  applica¬ 
tions  for  two  open  positions  as  Associate  or  Assis¬ 
tant  Director  of  the  Intern  Program.  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU.  Dallas.  Texas  75275.  Non- 
tenurable  faculty  status,  salary  negotiable.  Duties 
include  supervision,  counseling  ministerial  interns, 
evaluating  their  performance,  capabilities,  and  pro¬ 
gress.  training  lay  supervisory  committees,  admin¬ 
istrative  assistance  to  the  director,  research, 
participation  in  Perkins  community  and  the  univer¬ 
sity  Qualifications  M.  Div  or  equivalent,  experi¬ 
ence  in  church,  theological  studies,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  Desirable:  other  advanced  de¬ 
grees.  knowledge  of  the  Southwest,  conversational 
Spanish,  interethnic  perspective,  skills  and  abilities 
complimentary  to  staff  colleagues  Send  applica¬ 
tion  or  inquiry  by  December  1  to:  Secretary.  Intern 
Search  Committee.  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  or 
call  (214)  692-3371  for  details.  Southern  Methodist 
University  is  an  affirmative  action/Title  IX/ equal 
opportunity  employer _ 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Children's  Ministries. 
Salary  commensurate  with  training  and  experi¬ 
ence  Send  resume  to  Marvin  United  Methodist 
Church.  300  W  Erwin.  Tyler.  TX  75702. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  sought  to  lead 

an  active  Youth  Program  for  1,300-member  FUMC 
in  Winter  Park.  FL  Creative  Christian  individual 
with  at  least  3  years  experience  in  youth  work 
within  the  UMC.’ Salary  commensurate  with  edu¬ 
cation  and  experience  Send  resume  to  FUMC. 
P  O  Box  819.  Winter  Park.  FL  32790.  Attn:  Carl 
Anderson _ 

AREA  DIRECTOR  NATIONAL.  EVANGELICAL 
Ministry  seeking  individual  to  provide  leadership  for 
prison  ministry  programs  in  Houston  area.  Working 
with  area  council  of  local  volunteers,  director  will 
coordinate  all  phases  of  ministry,  including  mobili¬ 
zation.  development,  training  and  utilization  of  hu¬ 
man  and  financial  resources  for  ministry  with 
inmates,  ex-offenders  and  their  families  Full-time, 
paid  position  requires  demonstrated  management 
ability  and  some  prison  ministry  experience.  Volun¬ 
teer  or  employment  experience  in  Texas  prison  sys¬ 
tem  desirable  Candidates  must  be  Houston  area 
residents  of  1-2  years  or  more  Benefits  include  paid 
medical  and  life’  insurance,  paid  vacation,  sick  leave, 
pension  plan  and  more  Prison  Fellowship  does  not 
discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  sex  or  na¬ 
tional  origin,  but  requires  that  its  employees  sub¬ 
scribe  to  its  statement  of  faith  Please  forward 
resume  to  Prison  Fellowship.  P.0  Box  720492.  Hous- 
ton.  TX  77272-0492 _ _ 

CONFERENCE  TREASURER  California-Pacific 

Annual  Conference.  Pasadena.  CA.  Send  resume  to 
Kenneth  McMillan.  5950  E  Willow  St..  Long  Beach. 
CA  90815  Deadline  January  I.  1988.  Inquiries  (213) 
598-2451. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CAMPING  The  Florida  Confer¬ 

ence  Job  requirements  are  programming  of  the 
camps,  assist  programming  with  associate  confer¬ 
ence  council  directors  In  Children  and  Youth,  and 
oversight  of  property  superintendents.  Salary  plus 
benefits.  Send  resume  and  references  to  Dr  Ray 
Harrison.  Conference  Council  Director.  P.O.  Box 
3767  Lakeland.  FL  33802. 


FOR  SALE  1962  GMC  40  passenger  bus  Model 
4106  Over  The  Road  Coach  A/C.  manual  transmis¬ 
sion,  baggage  compartments,  good  mechanical 
condition.  For  information  contact:  Mike  Sojourn¬ 
er.  (713)342-4852.  St  John's  United  Methodist 
Church.  PO  Box  1008.  Richmond.  TX  77469. 

FOR  SALE  1970  WICKS  pipe  organ.  4  ranks  unified  on 

two  manuals  and  pedal  Available  now  Asking  price 
$15,000  Contact  David  Warfield,  c/o  SL  John's  United 
Methodist  Church,  PO  Box  217,  Dover.  NH  03820. 
AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  of  Christian  Counsel¬ 

ors  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publications  and 
certificate.  Write.  Dr  Joseph  Dunn.  AACC,  PO  Box 
55712,  Jackson.  MS  39216  (601)  981-2180. 


WICHITA.  KS  EAST  HEIGHTS  United  Methodist 
Church  is  seeking  candidates  for  a  newly  created 
Program  Director  position.  The  person  selected 
will  be  responsible  for  the  planning  and  coordina¬ 
tion  of  comprehensive  programming  including:  su¬ 
pervision  of  staff  for  Adult,  Young  Adult.  Youth 
and  Children's  Ministries;  Christian  Education; 
Music  Ministries:  Early  Childhood  Development 
Center;  and  Family  Life  East  Heights  is  a  growing 
church  with  1.800  members  and  a  current  facility 
expansion  project.  Salary  and  benefits  will  be 
based  on  experience  and  demonstrated  skills.  A 
Bachelor  Degree  and  relevant  post-graduate  edu¬ 
cation  training  is  required.  Send  a  resume  and  list 
of  references  to:  Rev  Jack  Harris.  4407  E. 
Douglas.  Wichita.  KS  67218  (316)  682-6518  The 
deadline  for  application  is  December  31.  1987  The 
position  will  be  available  after  January  15.  1988 
and  the  starting  date  is  negotiable _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  for  1. 000- 
member  church.  Degree  in  Christian  Education 
preferred.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience 
and  training  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church.  120 
North  Avenue  A,  Canton,  IL  61520  (309)  647-1015. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Christian  Education/ 

Minister  of  Youth  for  1.800-member  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Skills  and  experience  with  youth  and 
young  adults,  negotiable  salary  and  benefits.  Send 
photo  and  resume  to  Don  T  Johnson.  Box  502.  Al- 
tus.  OK  73522,  or  call  (405)  482-0795 _ 

EXPLORE  CHINA  1988  with  Mrs  Iweeta  McIntosh 
15-day  March  6  departure.  China  plus  Hong  Kong. 
Details:  3028  Fondren  Dr.  Dallas.  TX  75205,  (214) 
696-9868 _ 

VISIT  ENGLAND'S  METHODIST  SHRINES  in  1988. 

250th  anniversary  of  Aldersgate.  Ten-day  trip  includes 
time  in  Holland  for  canals  and  tulip  fields.  April  4-13 
inclusive  Cost:  $1,298  from  Houston  For  additional  in¬ 
formation  contact  Rev.  Joe  Fort  Box  1385.  Crosby. 
Texas  77532. _ _ 

10-DAY  HOLY  LAND  STUDY/TOUR  $1398  from 

Los  Angeles,  February  16,  1988.  For  brochure 
write  Rev  Ernie  Frltschle.  16565  Koda  Road.  Ap- 
ple  Valley.  CA  92307  (619)  242-1067 _ 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 

Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856 _ 

COLORADO  ROCKIES  CABIN  FOR  SALE  Rus¬ 

tic.  peaceful,  stream  setting.  Completely  fur¬ 
nished  Within  national  forest,  near  Denver  Guest 
cabin,  outbuildings  included  $59,500.  Preferred 
Properties.  Inc.  Sheila  Grey.  (303)778-8222. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH  Fill 

your  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a  profes¬ 
sional  church  musician  from  our  list  Free  service  to 
churches.  Church  Musicians'  National  Referral  Ser- 
vice.  Dept  18.  PO  Box  36.  Huntington.  WV  257064)036 

ENROLL  NOW  FOR  GENERAL  CONFERENCE 

Seminar  at  St  Louis,  attend  sessions,  daily  briefings 
by  Conference  leadership.  Contact  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  Continuing  Education  (214)  692-2251. _ 

ALDERSGATE  250th  ANNIVERSARY  London  plus 

South  Wales  and  Cornwall  (May  14-26.  1988)  13  days 
complete  $1,858  Ireland  add-on  option  Some  space 
available  Free  brochure.  Dr  Cecil  Pottieger,  241  E. 
Third  St .  Media,  PA  19063  (215)  566-5987  (-3172). 

ALASKA  CRUISE.  Save  $400.  14  days,  low  group 

fares  beginning  at  $1,936  (double).  July  3.  1988  Write 
or  call  Dr  Hugh  Lake,  Trinity  UMC.  3200  Manatee 
Ave  W  ,  Bradenton.  FL  34205.  (813)  747-3704. _ 

STOLES  THE  UNIQUE  HAND-WOVEN,  multi- 

color  stoles  of  Santiago  Atltlan.  Guatemala,  litur¬ 
gical  colors  too  Ideal  Christmas  gift  for  your 
pastor  or  clergy  spouse  Send  no  money,  shipped 
on  approval.  $30.00  plus  $2.50  shipping  Double 
Mission  Outreach.  United  Methodist  Church.  Route 
2.  Murphysboro.  IL  62966  or  phone  (618)684-3890. 
evenings  too.  keep  trying. 


Veteran  ‘church  planter’  says  UMs 
‘on  right  track’  in  member  goals 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA— A  United  Methodist  propos¬ 
al  to  start  200  new  churches  a  year  is  on 
the  right  track,  a  Southern  Baptist  church 
development  specialist  said  last  week. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Membership  Growth  heard  the  Rev.  Jack 
Redford.  a  veteran  church  planter,  stress 
that  new  churches  are  essential  to  in¬ 
creasing  membership. 

Dr.  Redford  noted  that  about  100  million 
people  in  the  United  States  do  not  belong 
to  churches.  He  said  that  if  United  Method¬ 
ists  were  to  reach  just  "their  share”— 
about  9  percent  or  9  million  people — they 
would  need  38,000  new  churches. 

Those  figures  are  based,  he  said,  on 
the  denomination’s  current  9.2-million 
U.S.  membership  in  nearly  38,000 
churches.  Using  those  figures,  a  6-mil¬ 
lion-member  increase  would  require 
more  than  25,000  new  congregations. 

Old  churches  plateau 

"Old  churches  plateau  (stop  growing),” 
Dr.  Redford  said,  citing  example  after  ex¬ 
ample  of  instances  where  established 
churches  in  his  own  denomination  did  not 
even  keep  up  with  area  population  growths. 

“Even  if  we  could  find  a  thousand 
churches  willing  to  get  off  the  plateau 
and  get  after  it,"  he  said,  “it  would  be 
great,  but  it  still  wouldn’t  be  adequate. 

"Without  new  churches,  United  Meth¬ 
odists  will  not  reverse  their  decline. 
Without  new  churches,  dramatic  church 
growth  will  not  take  place." 

According  to  unofficial  figures  cited 
by  the  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman,  re¬ 
search  chief  for  the  UM  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  lost  a  net  total  of  67,329  mem¬ 
bers  in  1986.  The  denomination  lost 
76,166  the  previous  year. 

Each  group  needs  a  church 

Dr.  Redford  called  for  creation  of  new 
congregations  for  working-class  people, 


ethnic  groups  and  special  cultural 
groups  like  transplanted  regional  popu¬ 
lations.  Each,  he  said,  would  emphasize  a 
diversity  of  worship  style. 

Urging  UM  leaders  not  to  focus  on  real 
estate  and  budgets  in  plans  for  creating 
new  churches,  he  said,  “A  principle  of  all 
principles  in  church  extension  is  ‘the  har¬ 
vest  is  the  resource.’  ” 

As  a  congregation  is  born  and  grows, 
he  said,  it  will  discover  that  resources 
for  church  buildings  and  programs  are 
available  within  the  group  itself. 

Bishop  Richard  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area), 
chairman  of  the  growth  committee,  de¬ 
scribed  Dr.  Redford  as  having  "more  ex¬ 
perience  in  church  planting  than  any 
other  man  in  the  United  States.”  Dr.  Red¬ 
ford  retired  in  1986  after  serving  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  church  development  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  from  1971- 
1986. 

During  those  years,  he  said,  Southern 
Baptists  started  more  than  400  churches 
a  year. 

During  that  same  period,  United  Meth¬ 
odists  started  less  than  800  congregations 
and  closed  more  than  5,000  churches,  ac¬ 
cording  to  sources  in  the  denomination. 

Dr.  Redford  emphasized  creation  of  a 
spiritually  rooted  “growth  mentality” 
and  urged  development  of  a  special  of¬ 
fice  for  church  development  given  a  high 
priority  by  the  denomination. 

Socio-economic  and  cultural  factors 
prevent  most  established  churches  from 
growing  dramatically,  he  explained,  not¬ 
ing  that  both  Southern  Baptists  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  have  become  largely 
middle-class  denominations  with  closed 
circles  and  tight  power  structures. 

Stamp  of  approval  given 

The  committee  to  increase  member¬ 
ship,  which  includes  eight  bishops  and 
executives  of  the  four  UM  boards  and 
agencies  capped  a  two-day  meeting  Nov. 
5  by  endorsing  the  Mission  2000  proposal 
adopted  last  month  by  the  General  Board 


of  Global  Ministries  (see  UMR,  Oct.  30). 

The  proposal  calls  for: 

•200  new  congregations  a  year  be¬ 
tween  1988  and  2000. 

•  200  churches  "redeveloped”  during 
each  of  those  12  years. 

•  2  million  new  members  on  profes¬ 
sion  of  faith  every  four  years. 

•  $200  million  committed  to  congrega¬ 
tional  development  programs. 

"We  hope  this  might  spark  something 
bigger  than  it  is,"  said  the  Rev.  Rene  Bi- 
deaux,  head  of  the  National  Program  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  UM  mission  board. 

According  to  the  Rev.  W.  James  Cow¬ 
ell,  a  church  development  official  with 
the  Board  of  Discipleship,  new  church 
starts  already  have  rebounded  from  a 
low  of  98  during  the  entire  four-year  pe¬ 
riod  1970-74  to  between  75  and  100  a  year 
for  the  past  four  years. 

The  Rev.  W.  Kirk  McNeill,  who  heads 
a  UMC  Sunday  school  extension  network, 
reported  that  51  Sunday  schools  have 
been  started  within  the  past  year. 

“We  have  worked  to  motivate  people 
to  catch  the  vision  of  starting  Sunday 
schools,”  Mr.  McNeill  said,  “because  it 
has  such  a  strong  track  record  as  a  door¬ 
way  into  the  church  community.” 

In  other  action,  the  committee: 

•  Asked  that  annual  reports  about  new 
church  development  be  sent  to  episcopal 
leaders. 

•Suggested  a  March  31  deadline  for 
local  church  statistics. 

•  Proposed  development  of  a  comput¬ 
er  system  linking  general  boards  and 
agencies  with  annual  conferences  and 
bishops  to  improve  record  keeping  in  the 
church. 

•  Authorized  an  editing  committee  to 
prepare  a  draft  of  a  report  from  the 
group  to  General  Conference.  The  draft 
is  to  be  reviewed  during  a  Nov.  19  lun¬ 
cheon  meeting  of  the  committee  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C. 


UM-birthed  ministry  helps  jobless 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— No  such  thing  as 
a  free  lunch? 

Don’t  try  to  tell  that  to  the  800  or  so  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  "graduated”  from  a  United 
Methodist-born  job-training  program  in 
Oklahoma  City,  economically  hard-hit  by 
slumps  in  oil-related  industries. 

Participants  get  free  lunches— three 
of  them,  in  fact— along  with  five  days’ 
intensive  training  on  how  to  find  and 
hold  a  job. 

Cost  to  participants?  Zero. 

That’s  the  only  way  the  Rev.  T.  Theo¬ 
dore  "Doc"  Benson,  director  of  Education 
and  Employment  Ministry,  will  have  it. 

“I’ve  been  in  the  ministry  helping  peo¬ 
ple  35  years,”  he  said  with  a  slightly  ur¬ 
gent  “Sooner”  drawl.  “But  I  never  saw  it 
do  any  good  unless  you  help  them  find 
something  to  do.” 

Mr.  Benson  faces  the  tough  job  of 
building  this  ministry  along  non-denomi- 
national  lines.  He  helped  spin  the  educa¬ 
tion  effort  off  earlier  this  year  from  the 
20-year-old  United  Methodist  Skyline  Ur¬ 
ban  Ministry. 

The  spinoff  was  necessary  to  give  the 
employment  program  room  to  expand 
and  to  free  Skyline  from  potential  liabil¬ 


ity  related  to  the  jobs  ministry,  Mr.  Ben¬ 
son  said. 

As  the  director  at  Skyline  since  1981, 
Mr.  Benson  knew  the  risk  of  moving 
from  UM  funding  to  the  “iffiness”  of  ecu¬ 
menism. 

Three  things  in  October  made  him  feel 
better:  a  $25,000  gift  from  a  Norman, 
Okla.,  foundation;  $9,500  raised  in  an 
auction;  and  Internal  Revenue  Service 
approval  of  a  tax-exempt  number  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  prospective  donors. 

Mr.  Benson  called  the  ministry’s  Nov. 
8  consecration  service  "really  an  infant 
baptism."  He  added,  “We’re  still  an  in¬ 
fant.  But  we’re  gonna  make  it.” 

Roman  Catholics,  Lutherans,  Episco¬ 
palians,  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and  United 
Methodists  on  the  program  helped  “bless 
the  infant,"  he  said. 

Last  February  two  Roman  Catholic 
laymen  gave  the  ministry  rent-free  use 
of  an  old  soft-drink  bottling  plant  on  a 
near-downtown  commercial  street.  Do¬ 
nations  of  cash  and  labor  helped  gut  the 
30,000-square-foot  building  and  remodel 
about  a  third  of  it.  The  remodeled  area 
includes  a  classroom,  lounge,  kitchen,  of¬ 
fices  and  a  start  on  a  chapel. 

Then  the  money  ran  out.  But  the  need 


didn’t.  Typically  four  or  five  and  some¬ 
times  15  people  sign  up  for  the  weeklong 
training. 

Mr.  Benson’s  determination  didn’t  run 
out,  either. 

"We  haven’t  missed  a  payroll,”  he  said  of 
his  five-person  professional  staff.  "Some¬ 
thing  or  somebody  always  comes  through. 

Mr.  Benson  thinks  big.  He  thinks  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Employment  Ministry  is  the 
answer  to  the  nation’s  welfare  problem. 

“Help  the  able-bodied  find  work  and 
keep  a  job,”  he  said.  "Let  them  be  produc¬ 
ers  for  society,  not  drains  on  it.  Give  peo¬ 
ple  a  hand  up,  not  a  handout.  It  will  work 
in  every  town  and  city  in  the  nation.  Keep 
welfare  for  the  elderly  and  the  needy.” 

Educational  and  Employment  Minis¬ 
tries  doesn’t  give  people  jobs.  It  doesn’t 
run  an  employment  agency  in  the  same 
sense  as  Kelly  Girls  or  Manpower. 

In  its  30-hour,  five-day  course  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Employment  Ministry  educates 
people  to  go  look  for  jobs;  gives  them 
leads;  keeps  lists  of  employers  who 
might  have  openings;  gives  enrollees  and 
graduates  lots  of  you-can-do-it  reassur¬ 
ance;  and  keeps  in  touch  with  graduates 
until  they  find  work. 

Participants  range  from  adult  illiter¬ 
ates  to  college  graduates. 
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Sunday  School  Fairs  Draw  Many  Interested  People 


Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  Remodles  and  Reopens  Sanctuary 


On  CJhe  Way  . . . 


"...  They  were  strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth,"  Hebrews  11*13 

The  word  "pilgrim,"  which  comes  straight  out  of  the  Bible,  has  nothing  to  do 
with  "pill"  or  "grim."  According  to  the  dictionary,  It  means  two  things. 

.  First,  it  is  a  person  who  "journeys  to  a  sacred  place  as  an  act  of  religious 
devotion."  I  have  always  enjoyed  Chaucer’s  "Canterbury  Tales"  because,  while 
they  were  going  to  worship  at  the  shrine  of  a  saint,  they  had  fun  along  the  way! 

That  definition,  however,  would  not  apply  to  the  Pilgrim  mothers  and  fathers 
who  came  to  America.  There  were  no  shrines  to  visit.  What  was  sacred, 
alluring,  was  the  idea  of  America.  An  idea  to  be  realized.  As  Archibald 
McLeish  put  it.  "America  was  promises.” 

That’s  what  it  means  to  be  an  American  Pilgrim  —  not  to  worship  at  a 
shrine  already  made  —  but  to  create  a  shrine,  for  the  true  America  is  an  idea 
in  the  mind.  It  is  never  finished. 

This  comes  out  very  strongly  in  the  second  definition  of  "pilgrim.”  “Pil¬ 
grim."  says  the  dictionary,  "is  one  who  journeys  to  a  future  life.” 

We  think  of  the  “future”  life  as  life  beyond.  But  the  Pilgrims,  though  they 
thought  of  that  too.  were  concerned  with  the  future  as  such.  And  to  them  there 
was  no  future,  here  or  hereafter,  without  the  liberty  to  worship,  without 
freedom  to  do.  to  dare,  to  build  life! 

Isn't  this  the  most  depressing  feature  of  our  day?  The  lack  of  any  confidence, 
of  any  buoyant  hope.  Perhaps  it  is  not  America  that  has  failed:  it  is  the  dream. 
In  the  midst  of  a  prevailing  attitude  that  says,  “I  am  going  to  get  everything  I 
can  for  myself”;  it  is  the  vision  that  no  longer  commands  loyalty.  It  is  the 
Pilgrim  spirit  that  is  lacking. 

What  courage,  what  faith  it  must  have  taken  in  the  fall  of  1621  to  gather  for 
Thanksgiving,  when  there  was  little  to  thank  God  for. 

What  constitutes  the  Pilgrim  spirit,  in  hardship  and  prosperity,  is  the  idea 
that  we  are  fellow-laborers  with  God,  that  we  are  not  our  own,  but  bought  with 
a  price;  that  life,  whether  strenuous  or  comfortable,  is  a  journey,  not  a  jaunt. 

I  thought  of  this  the  other  day,  reading  some  words  of  Stephen  Spender  about 
the  writer.  Edwin  Muir;  “Edwin  was  not  like  me,  a  mere  wanderer  from  place 
to  place,  city  to  city,  although  he  lived  and  worked  at  various  times  in  several 
places.  He  was  a  pilgrim,  constantly  growing,  all  his  journeys  were  develop¬ 
ments  of  the  self.  He  moved  in  outer  space,  but  his  real  territory  was  inner 


a  little  free  time  between  classes.  There  were  more  than  400  participants  between 
the  two  fairs. 


clowns  put  happy  faces  on  all  who 
in  mime.  They  are  Rev.  Willis 


LISTENING  TO 
ested  in 
with  Children  series  and 


—  These  Sunday  School  participants  are  inter- 
has  to  say.TTaig  taught  the  Teaching  the  Bible 
Storytelling  class. 


On  September  20,  the  members  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  moved  back  into  their  new¬ 
ly  remodeled  and  expanded  sanctuary. 
During  construction,  the  congregation 
worshipped  in  the  church  gym,  which 
had  been  transformed  into  a  worship  set¬ 
ting  with  bright  banners,  a  newly  con¬ 
structed  altar  and  an  entirely  new  sound 
system. 

The  morning  of  the  re-opening  of  the 
sanctuary,  the  8:30  a.m.  service  was 
started  in  the  gym  and,  in  a  procession 
including  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  Don  Hall,  the  con¬ 
gregation  was  led  to  the  remodeled  sanc¬ 
tuary  for  the  worship  service. 

The  $42,000  program  included:  200  new 


seats,  increasing  sanctuary  capacity  to 
700;  transepts  doubled  in  size,  creating 
what  former  minister  Barry  Bailey  has 
called  the  “cathedral  look”;  new  roof, 
including  insulation;  new  sound  system; 
new  air-conditioning  system;  new  light¬ 
ing;  new  carpeting  throughout;  a  covered 
walkway, to  parking  lot  for  inclement 
weather  and  use  by  handicapped  people; 
and  a  new  pulpit. 

Broadmoor  now  has  four  worship  ser¬ 
vices  —  three  on  Sunday  morning  and 
one  on  Saturday  night.  Plans  are  now  un¬ 
derway  to  build  a  Crossroads  Center  in 
1988,  which  will  be  additional  meeting 
rooms  and  an  administrative  complex. 
Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed  is  pastor  of  this 
4,200  member  church. 


UMC  Pension  Funds  Remain  Safe 


Monthly  checks  to  United  Methodist 
Church  pensioners  will  not  be  affected 
by  the  mid-October  gyrations  on  Wall 
Street,  according  to  officials  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Board  of  Pensions. 

"Short-term  fluctuations  in  the  com 
mon  stock  market  should  not  cause  pen 
sioners  any  worry,”  the  Rev.  James  F 
Parker  said  Oct.  21  in  a  telephone  inter 
view  with  United  Methodist  News  Ser 
vice.  Mr,  Parker  is  chief  staff  executive 
of  the  pensions  agency,  which  has  its 
headquarters  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

"Pensions  funds  are  oriented  as  long¬ 


term  investments,”  he  continued.  "We 
can  live  out  these  ups  and  downs.” 

When  dramatic  downturns  or  in¬ 
creases  occur,  gains  or  losses  are  unreal¬ 
ized  as  long  as  the  owner  is  not  forced  to 
sell,  Mr.  Parker  said.  Also,  the  pensions 
fund  has  a  scheduled  inflow  of  new 
money  as  active  church  and  clergy  make 
payments. 

A  review  of  the  market  and  economic 
conditions  in  the  United  States  and  inter¬ 
nationally  always  is  on  the  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  agenda  at  its  regular  meetings 
three  times  yearly. 


The  Sunday  School  Fairs,  held  at  Trin¬ 
ity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston 
and  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  were  a 
tremendous  success,  with  over  400  peo¬ 
ple  participating. 

There  were  42  courses  offered  at  the 
event,  of  which  Faith  Development,  Story¬ 
telling  and  Using  the  Bible  with  Age 
Levels  were  among  the  most  popular. 

“All  age  levels  of  teaching  were  repre¬ 
sented,”  Conference  Director  of  Educa¬ 
tion  John  M.  Braden  said.  “Looking  at 
the  evaluations  from  the  event,  things 
were  very  positive  —  some  of  the  best 


MULLING  THROUGH  MATERIALS 
—  These  Sunday  School  Fair  partici¬ 
pants  are  looking  at  the  different  Sun¬ 
day  School  curriculum. 


we’ve  ever  had  and  the  courses  were 
well  attended." 

There  were  30  leaders  present,  teach¬ 
ing  from  10  a.m.  until  3  p.m.  They  repre¬ 
sented  large  and  small  congregations 
from  across  the  conference.  Some  of  the 
visiting  instructors  included  Myrtle 
Felker  from  Iowa,  who  is  one  of  the 
church’s  leading  experts  in  small  church 
ministry;  Kirk  McNeill  from  Tennessee, 
who  is  in  charge  of  starting  new  Sunday 
School  projects  for  the  denomination  and 
Earl  Carter  from  Texas,  who  is  the  fore- 
moc*  HSmnfnr  of  the 


LUNCH  BUNCH  -  The  Baton  Rouge 
District  Youth  Council  sold  lunch  at  the 
Sunday  School  Fair  to  raise  mission 
money.  Pictured  are  from  1.  to  r.,  Con¬ 
ference  Director  of  Children  and  Youth 
Ministries  Larry  Lewis,  Becky  Roberts, 
Heather  Dove  and  Nora  Henderson. 


Jurisdiction’s  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  Sunday  School  Fair  introduced 
several  new  people  to  leadership  during 
the  event.  Some  of  those  teaching  for  the 
first  time  in  such  an  event  were  Urselle 
Lunon,  Mt.  Zion  UMC;  Enrica  Singleton, 
Bethany  UMC  in  New  Orleans;  Karen 
Granderson,  Gretna  UMC;  Karen  Alba- 
no,  DeRidder  UMC;  Yvonne  Thigpen, 
Winnfield  UMC  and  Sue  Kelly,  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  events  of  the 
Sunday  School  Fair  at  Baton  Rouge  was 
the  unique  worship  service  put  nn  by 


Second  Singles  Session  Weekend  Scheduled  for  January  1-3 


JUST  CLQMit^MPUND 
watched  their  unique  worship 
Dear  and  his  daughter  Shelley. 


C.I.A.  WEEKEND  REGISTRATION  FORM 


Name 


Address 


City  and  Zip 


Please  send  $5  registration  fee  and  requests  for  additional  information  to: 
Dr.  J.  Marion  Braden 
526  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge.  LA.  70802 


Book  6 Becoming  One  People  ’ 
Makes  Perfect  Christmas  Gift 


Now  is  the  time  to  be  ordering  gifts 
for  Christmas  —  for  “that  person  who 
has  everything,”  for  Aunt  Mary,  for  your 
minister,  for  your  church  library.  "Be¬ 
coming  One  People,  a  History  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodism"  would  make  an 
excellent  gift. 

There  are  about  1,400  listings  in  the 
surname  index,  along  with  320  churches 
and  71  institutions.  You  will  find  many 


other  groups  in  the  text. 

Send  your  $20  check  made  payable  to 
Louisiana  Conference  to  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  527  North  Boule¬ 
vard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802-5720.  Be 
sure  to  include  your  address  for  shipping. 

Or,  you  may  pick  up  copies  of  the  book 
from  the  Conference  Office  or  the  Con¬ 
ference  Archives  at  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Library  for  $15  each. 


Rev.  Willis  Dear  and  his  daughter  Shel¬ 
ley,  who  dressed  as  clowns  and  per¬ 
formed  the  worship  service  in  mime. 


The  Baton  Rouge  District  Youth  added 
one  of  the  finishing  touches  to  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  Fair  by  serving  lunch,  along 
with  candied  apples  and  popcorn.  The 
money  they  raised  will  go  toward  their 
special  mission  projects. 

The  special  worship,  the  interesting 
classes  and  the  fellowship  of  the  day, 
made  the  Sunday  School  Fairs  a  great 
as  well  as  a  lot  of  fun. 


The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
announces  a  Communications,  Image 
and  Attitude  Weekend  for  single  adults. 
This  event  grows  out  of  a  highly  success¬ 
ful  Labor  Day  program.  Caney  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  is  the  site  of  the  CIA  Week¬ 
end,  which  will  be  held  January  1-3, 1988. 

The  weekend  will  begin  with  a  supper 
on  Friday  evening  and  conclude  with 
lunch  on  Sunday.  The  agenda  for  the 
weekend  affirms  and  celebrates  singles 
and  the  single  life-style. 

Mr.  Ken  Norton  of  the  Attitude  Control 
Institute  will  be  the  featured  leader  for 
the  CIA  Weekend.  As  the  new  year  is 
rapidly  approaching,  Norton  will  give 
some  tips  for  improving  communications 
skills,  self  image  and  developing  a  posi¬ 
tive  attitude. 

The  cost  for  the  weekend  will  be  $35.  A 
$5  registration  fee  must  accompany  reg¬ 
istration.  Each  pastor  and  Council  on 
Ministries  chairperson  will  have  the 
schedule  and  registration  information. 


WEEKEND  LEADER  —  Mr.  Ken 
Norton  will  be  the  leader  for  the  Singles 
Weekend  in  January. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

BenOliphint  Harvey  G.  Williamson  Kira  Dent 

Bishop  Council  Director-Editor  Editorial  Assistant 


THE  NEW  LOOK  —  Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge  recently  remodeled  their  sanctu¬ 
ary  increasing  the  capacity  to  700. 

Person  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Floyd  United  Methodist  Church 
held  a  revival  on  November  15-18  at  7 
p.m.  each  evening.  Rev.  Leo  Beck,  re¬ 
tired  minister  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  and  pastor  of  the  Welcome  UMC  in 
Springhill  was  the  evangelist  for  the 
event.  Mr.  Larry  Holley  was  in  charge  of 
the  music  for  these  services.  Rev. 
Thomas  Beeler  is  the  pastor. 

The  Blackwater  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge 
presented  their  second  annual  "Country 
Sampler"  Arts  and  Crafts  festival  and 
bazaar  on  November  13-14.  The  show 
was  held  in  the  church  gym  and  was  a 
tremendous  success. 

Trinity  UMC  in  Alexandria  will  hold  a 
Bible  study  on  the  Book  of  Luke  in  con¬ 
junction  with  its  evening  services  at  5 
p.m.  on  Sundays.  Rev.  Richard  Gillespie 
Jr.  is  the  pastor  at  Trinity. 

Lakeview  UMC,  Shreveport,  recently 
celebrated  its  Fall  Revival.  Rev.  Randy 
Mullikin,  Bear  Creek  UMC.  Houston,  was 
the  guest  preacher.  Bear  Creek  averages 
six  new  members  per  week.  Special  mu¬ 
sic  was  provided  by  the  choirs  of  Lake- 
view,  Centenary  College  and  Noel  UMC 
District  ministers  met  with  Rev.  Mulli¬ 
kin  over  lunch  to  discuss  ministry.  Atten¬ 
dance  averaged  140  per  service 
Lakeview’s  membership  is  267.  Rev. 


Doug  Cain  is  the  pastor 

Tom  Matheny,  president  of  the 
Church’s  Judicial  Council,  was  one  of  the 
three  prominent  legal  leaders  participat¬ 
ing  in  a  seminar  on  church  law  at  Dickin¬ 
son  College  in  late  September.  The 
program  was  planned  by  the  Conference 
Board  of  Trustees.  It  was  of  interest  to 
officers  of  local  churches,  conference 
agencies  and  benevolent  homes,  as  well 
as  attorneys,  pastors  and  district  super¬ 
intendents.  A  resident  of  Hammond.  Dr. 
Matheny  has  been  active  in  the  practice 
of  law  and  in  the  life  of  the  church  for 
many  years. 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Ringgold  held  a  Revival  from  Nov.  1-6. 
Former  charge  pastors,  Roy  Grant,  Ter¬ 
ry  Willis.  Ray  Holt.  Joe  Solomon.  Don 
Morgan  and  George  Sherman  were  the 
preachers.  Mrs.  Mary  Wilkie  was  in 
charge  of  the  music.  Bro.  J.C.  Skinner  is 
the  pastor  of  the  Ringgold-Castor 
charge. 


In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Victoria  Butler,  wife  of  the 
late  Rev.  Esau  J  Butler,  died  on  Oc¬ 
tober  31.  1987. 
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How  well  does  your  congregation  deal  with  death? 


NOVEMBER  20,  1987 


Here  I  Stand 

Decision  on  Oral  Roberts 9  status 
was  classic  miscarriage  of  justice 


A  participant  at  a  recent  United  Meth¬ 
odist-sponsored  national  consultation  on 
death  and  dying  made  this  observation: 

"A  lot  of  church  people  like  to  quote 
hymns  and  Scripture  about  death  and 
resurrection,  but  when  it  comes  to  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  reality  of  dying,  they  often 
don’t  know  how”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  13). 

That  comment  was  supported,  directly 
and  indirectly,  by  numerous  other  partici¬ 
pants  and  speakers  at  the  consultation. 

The  keynote  speaker  even  suggested 


that  congregations  should  conduct  an  “au¬ 
dit"  of  how  they  deal  with  situations  in¬ 
volving  death  and  dying.  “If  we  could 
encourage  churches  to  do  much  more  of 
this  kind  of  grappling  with  death,  we 
would  discover  that  living  would  be  much 
richer,"  said  the  Rev.  H.  Wilson  Yates. 

We  agree. 

It's  regrettable  that  large  numbers  of 
Christian  congregations  apparently  do 
not  do  that  kind  of  “grappling”  regularly 
or  in  any  depth.  It’s  particularly  tragic 


when  Christians  so  avoid  the  reality  of 
death  that  they  neglect  to  provide  ade¬ 
quate  pastoral  care  and  support  for  peo¬ 
ple  nearing  death  and  for  their  families. 

Typically  heard  when  a  loved  one  has 
died  or  is  dying  are  vague  expressions  of 
concern  such  as,  “If  there’s  anything  we 
can  do  to  help,  just  let  us  know.” 

Too  often  missing  are  concrete  ges¬ 
tures  of  support  that  convey  the  love  of 
God  and  give  practical  help  needed  dur¬ 
ing  times  of  crisis. 

Avoiding  people  during  such  times  is 
totally  at  odds  with  our  Christian  calling 
to  show  compassion  to  those  who  suffer. 

Most  of  us  readily  acknowledge  and 
respond  to  that  calling  when  other  peo¬ 
ple  are  in  need— often  people  we  don’t 
know  and  who  live  at  a  distance.  That 
merely  compounds  the  sadness  and  in¬ 
congruity  when  we,  out  of  fear  or  lack  of 
faith,  withhold  aid  and  comfort  from 
people  close  by  and  known  to  us  who  are 
approaching  death  or  families  of  those 
who  have  died. 

Death  is  an  inevitable  part  of  living  that 
God  ordains  for  us  all.  We  naturally  grieve 
the  loss  through  death  of  family  members 
and  friends.  And  some  deaths,  especially 
those  that  are  accidental  or  seem  prema¬ 
ture,  are  especially  hard  to  accept. 

But  the  witness  of  Scripture  and  of  the 
resurrected  Christ  reassures  us  that  not 
even  death  can  separate  us  from  God’s 
love  and  promise  of  eternal  life. 

As  Christians,  we  should  view  such  re¬ 
assurance  as  part  of  the  good  news  that 
we  are  called  to  share  with  others  during 
times  of  grief.  Consequently,  rather  than 
avoiding  situations  involving  death  or 
dying,  we  should  bring  to  them  a  tangible 
witness  to  the  reality  of  God’s  love  at  a 
time  when  that  love  may  seem  far  away. 

Standing  silent  vigil  at  bedside,  offer¬ 
ing  a  simple  prayer  for  God’s  mercy, 
providing  a  meal  or  needed  service  such 
as  child  care,  ensuring  the  availability  of 
competent  grief  counseling— these  are 
among  many  ways  in  which  such  a  tangi¬ 
ble  witness  can  be  made  both  by  individ¬ 
uals  and  by  whole  congregations. 

Each  Christian  congregation  should  be 
prepared  at  all  times  to  offer  such  forms 
of  witness.  If  you,  your  family  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  your  congregation  have  not  grap¬ 
pled  recently  with  why  and  how  you 
should  be  offering  such  witness  at  times 
of  death,  you  should  do  so  soon.  An  “au¬ 
dit”  such  as  Dr.  Yates  suggests  would  be 
a  good  place  to  begin. 


By  WAYNE  A.  ROBINSON 

The  recent  decision  by  the  United 
Methodist  Judicial  Council  regarding  the 
status  of  “local  elders”— read  Oral  Rob¬ 
erts— was  a  classic  miscarriage  of  jus¬ 
tice  (see  UMR,  Oct.  30). 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  this 
question  was  raised  at  all— unless  it  was 
to  satisfy  United  Methodists  embar¬ 
rassed  by  Dr.  Roberts’  claim  last  spring 
in  a  fund-raising  letter  that  God  might 
take  his  life  if  he  didn’t  raise  $8  million 
for  his  overseas  mission  program. 

As  one  intimately  involved  as  a  member 
of  Dr.  Roberts'  staff  at  the  time  he  affiliat¬ 
ed  with  the  United  Methodist  Church  19 
years  ago— and  intermittently  involved 
during  the  years  since— I  say  without  hesi¬ 
tation  that  this  ruling  by  the  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  is  seriously  flawed  and  grossly  unfair. 

A  brief  history 

The  briefest  of  histories  demonstrates 
that  clearly:  the  late  Bishop  Finis 
Crutchfield,  then  pastor  of  Boston  Ave¬ 
nue  Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa,  made  the 
first  overture  to  Dr.  Roberts  about  be¬ 
coming  a  Methodist  minister  at  a  Christ¬ 
mas  party  in  December  1967. 

At  Dr.  Roberts'  request  I  followed  up 
on  the  conversation,  and  three  days  later 
Dr.  Crutchfield  had  conferred  with  Bish¬ 
op  W.  Angie  Smith  of  Oklahoma.  Both 
were  enthusiastic  about  this  possibility. 

The  status  they  proposed  from  the  dozen 
or  more  then  available  was  that  of  “local 
elder.”  According  to  Dr.  Crutchfield,  that 
meant  full  capacity  for  ministry  but  with¬ 
out  requiring  appointment  by  a  bishop. 

In  hindsight  it  was  a  mistake  to  agree 
to  it,  but  in  my  youthful  ignorance  and 
enthusiasm,  I  recommended  to  Dr.  Rob¬ 
erts  that  he  accept  the  offer. 

The  mistake  was  twofold:  It  precluded 
Dr.  Roberts’  participation  in  the  life  and 
work  of  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  as  well  as  the  discipline  that  such 


By  DIANNE  WALTRIP 

The  first  time  Soledad  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  members  heard  of  Zennie, 
Joe  and  their  family  was  one  afternoon 
when  the  UMW  was  served  a  “sacrificial 
meal”  of  plain  rice  and  tea. 

Paula  Sarmento  told  them  about  the 
poor  Filipino  fisherman’s  family  who  of¬ 
ten  had  only  rice  and  tea  for  their  day’s 
ration. 

Paula  knew  the  Habitan  family  and 
had  been  writing  to  them. 

The  unusual  UMW  “refreshments”  and 
program  moved  some  of  the  members  to 
join  Paula  in  sending  financial  aid.  Later 
the  UMW  sent  a  $50  contribution. 

Over  time,  when  Paula  wrote  to  Zen¬ 
nie  and  Joe,  she  told  them  about  the  Sole- 
dad  United  Methodist  Church,  the  UMW 
and  the  Heifer  Project  to  which  they  con¬ 
tributed.  The  following  letter  is  Zennie’s 
latest  reply: 


membership  entails. 

In  all  cases  of  judicial  inquiry,  initial 
intent  and  understanding  are  crucial.  Dr. 
Roberts  would  never 
have  responded  to 
the  invitation  from 
Dr.  Crutchfield  and 
Bishop  Smith  had  he 
understood  that  he 
would  be  simply  a 
layperson.  He  was  to 
be  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  with  the  techni¬ 
cal  designation  of  “local  elder.” 

When  Oral  Roberts  was  presented  for 
vote  and  acceptance  as  an  elder  to  the 
Oklahoma  conference  in  May  1968,  not 
one  dissenting  vote  was  cast.  His  certifi¬ 
cate  of  ministry  is  exactly  like  my  own 
and  every  other  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter’s:  It  says,  “Elder." 

The  two  main  participants  in  his  entry 
into  Methodism  — his  pastor,  Finis 
Crutchfield  and  his  bishop,  Angie 
Smith— wrote  the  following: 

Feb.  28,  1968,  from  Bishop  Smith:  “I 
want  to  again  assure  you  that  it  will  be  a 
great  privilege  for  me  to  have  the  honor 
of  receiving  you  in  the  Methodist  minis¬ 
try.  ...  I  shall  be  greatly  honored  to 
make  your  appointment  to  the  university 
on  the  day  I  read  the  last  appointments 
for  Oklahoma  before  I  retire.” 

Jan.  21, 1972,  from  Bishop  Smith:  “You 
are  a  fully  ordained  minister  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  ...  No  man  can 
question  your  Elder’s  Orders.” 

Sept.  18,  1973,  in  a  handwritten  letter 
from  Bishop  Smith:  "Last  January  at  the 
[South  Central  Jurisdiction]  College  of 
Bishops  meeting  in  Dallas,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Bishop  [Paul]  Milhouse,  who  was 
absent  because  of  a  death  in  the  family,  I 
brought  this  matter  up,  and  the  bishops 
voted  unanimously  that  I  was  correct  and 
that  you  are  an  elder  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  with  all  the  authority  any  el- 


“In  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  we  are  extending  our  million 
thanks  to  each  and  every  one  of  you. 

"We  got  the  $100  you  sent  to  us,  and 
I’m  able  to  pay  John’s  entrance  fee  in 
school.  I  bought  his  things  he  need, 
and  Joe  bought  a  piglet  cost  P500.  The 
piglet  will  be  a  2  month  old. 

“As  I  have  told  you  before,  I’m  go¬ 
ing  to  take  care  of  the  piglet  first. 
Then  I  will  give  the  first  two  off¬ 
spring  to  the  members  of  the  church; 
then  they  will  do  the  same.  I’m  going 
to  call  my  project  Soledad  UMW  pig 
dispersal. 

"I’m  going  to  announce  this  on  Sun¬ 
day  during  our  Sunday  school  service. 
I  know  the  members  of  our  church 
will  be  very  thankful  to  you  also. 

“To  you  UMW  we  are  very  thankful 
to  received  your  love  and  prayer  (and 
$50).  This  money  you  gave  to  us  is  the 


der  has.  .  .  .  I  talked  with  Dr.  [Albert] 
Outler  of  Perkins  [School  of  Theology],  and 
he  absolutely  approved  my  position.” 

Oct.  19,  1973:  Dr.  Crutchfield,  then 
bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Area:  “Every  con¬ 
ference,  every  leader  and  every  bishop  in 
Methodism  understands  that  you  are  a 
full  elder  in  the  Methodist  Church;  there 
is  no  misunderstanding  in  the  church  at 
large.  The  union  with  the  EUBs  changed 
some  of  the  listings  in  the  conference 
journals,  and  the  Oklahoma  conference 
has  listed  its  ordinands  in  peculiar  ways 
in  its  journal,  but  there  is  no  confusion  in 
anybody’s  mind  that  I  know  of.” 

I  have  known  Dr.  Roberts  all  my  life. 
He  will  be  70  in  January.  Just  last  month, 
I  met  with  Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  pf 
the  Oklahoma  Area,  one  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  finest  bishops,  to  discuss  Dr.  Rob¬ 
erts’  status.  We  realized  that  the 
provision  in  the  Book  of  Discipline  calling 
for  mandatory  retirement  at  age  70 
would  resolve  this  issue  in  reality. 

Influence  is  well-documented 

None  of  this  information  is  to  contend 
that  Oral  Roberts’  beliefs  and  practices 
represent  the  broad  stream  of  United 
Methodism,  although  his  influence  within 
the  charismatic  arm  of  the  church  ,ls 
well-documented. 

But  by  what  creedal  statements  Orpl 
Roberts’  beliefs  and  practices  can  be 
judged  out  of  step  with  United  Method¬ 
ism  is  no  simple  issue  either. 

As  I’ve  watched  members  join  for  tlje 
past  25  years,  the  only  uniform  criterion 
I  noted  was  that  when  they  stood  close  to 
a  glass,  their  breath  had  to  leave  mois¬ 
ture.  Otherwise,  the  standards  were  so 
low  that  no  one  could  trip  over  them. 

The  church  was  not  well  served  by  this 
decision  by  the  Judicial  Council. 

Wayne  Robinson  lives  in  Norman,  Okla'v 
and  is  a  member  of  Church  of  the  Servanf 
in  Oklahoma  City  (Oklahoma  conference). 


answer  to  our  prayer  and  to  you,  , 
Katherine  Hambey,  how  I  wish  I 
could  see  you  so  I  could  show  you  our 
sincere  thanks  and  gratitude. 

“We  are  only  poor,  but  God  always 
give  our  needs,  like  what  is  happening 
now.  He  gave  you  to  us  to  help  us  in 
our  financial  problems.  This  is  God’s 
miracle  of  Love. 

“We  cannot  forget  you  people.  We 
are  always  offering  as  special  prayer 
for  you  every  now  and  then,  especial¬ 
ly  to  the  Sarmento  family.  How  won¬ 
derful  they  are! 

“You  are  all  God’s  precious  gift  to 
us,  and  if  not  [for]  you,  we  cannot  sent 
John  to  school.  I  know  God  will  always 
be  with  us  for  we  love  Him,  and  we  are 
always  a  good  follower  of  His  kingdom. 
We  love  you,  and  we  adore  you  all!" 

Dianne  Waltrip  is  a  member  of  Sole¬ 
dad  United  Methodist  Church  in  Soledad, 
Calif.  (Calif ornia-Nevada  conference). 


The  Question  Box 

The  editorial  statement  above  deals  with  our  response  as  individual  Chris¬ 
tians  and  as  congregations  to  situations  involving  death  and  dying.  You  are 
invited  to  share  your  views  and  experience  on  this  topic  with  our  readers  by 
responding  to  the  following  questions.  You  may  qualify  or  expand  upon  your 
answers  in  the  space  marked  “comment"  or  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper. 

1  How  adequate  is  your  congregation’s  ministry  (by  both  the  pastor  AND 
laypeople)  to  individuals  and  families  dealing  with  a  death  experience? 

a.  Outstanding 

b.  Good 

c.  Fair 

d.  Poor 


COMMENT: 


2  How  often  have  you  personally  offered  a  tangible  form  of  support  (such  as 
prayer,  presence  or  service)  to  someone  dealing  with  a  death  experience? 

a.  Many  times 

b.  A  few  times 

c.  Never 


COMMENT: 


3.  Which  of  the  following  forms  of  ministry  to  individuals  or  families  dealing 
with  a  death  experience  does  your  congregation  typically  provide? 
a.  Regular  visits  by  the  pastor  and  laypeople 

b  Intercessory  prayer  (during  worship,  by  prayer  groups  or  a  prayer  chain) 
c  Practical  services,  such  as  food  preparation,  child  care  and  transportation 
d.  Other  (specify): 


COMMENT: 


Are  you  a  (circle  one): 
Age  group:  under  18 


Layman 
18-35  36-50 


Laywoman 
51-65  over  65 


Minister 


Results  of  this  survey  will  be  tabulated  and  reported  in  a  future  issue.  To  be 
included  in  these  results,  please  clip  and  mail  your  response  before  midnight 
Dec  4  to  "Question  Box,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


HOW  CAM  YOU  tXPECT  YO OR  CHORC-H 
TO  INCREASE  &IVINO,  rAEf40ERSHiP  AMO 

support  for  mission  when  yoove 
remained  dormant  for  the  entire  last 

DECADE  "r  rSI  y - 

I'M  COUNTING- 
ON  A  0V&LICAL 
FT5ECEDENT. 


My  Witness 

Piglets,  prayers  and  precious  gifts  of  God 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Which  commitment  comes  first — financial  or  spiritual? 


To  the  Editor: 

Bernard  L.  Cook’s  "Here  I  Stand” 
statement  supporting  tithing  was  timely 
for  me  (see  UMR,  Oct.  23). 

Our  church  is  currently  involved  in  its 
stewardship  campaign.  “Come  Alive 
with  Five"  is  its  goal  for  a  minimum 
standard  of  5  percent  giving. 

My  concern  is  that  setting  a  standard, 
biblically  supported  by  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  or  otherwise,  misses  the  essential 
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point.  Mr.  Cook  alludes  to  it  only  in  pass¬ 
ing  when  he  says,  “Yet  our  blind  spot  as 
to  what  produces  money  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  church  keeps  us  from 
achieving  our  goals." 

For  most,  commitment  must  come 
first  and  then  the  giving.  True,  those  who 
venture  in  tithing  can  experience  the  re¬ 
ward  and  joy  that  comes  with  it.  But  for 
most,  a  spiritual  experience  is  first  re¬ 
quired  to  prompt  the  sacrificial  giving. 

Mr.  Cook  mentions  his  early  tithing  af¬ 
ter  graduating  from  seminary  on  a  salary 
of  only  $1,100  and  a  $21  monthly  car  pay¬ 
ment.  His  being  a  seminarian  suggests 
that  commitment  and  belief  came  first. 

What  we  need,  I  believe,  is  faith  to 
make  the  commitment  to  submit  to  the 
will  of  God  and  believe  in  the  words  of  Je- 
su  “If  you  have  faith,  even  as  a  grain  of 
mus‘ard  seed  . . .  nothing  shall  be  impossi¬ 
ble  unto  you.  All  things  whatsoever  you 
shall  ask  in  prayer,  believing,  you  shall  re¬ 
ceive.  All  things  are  possible  to  him  that 
believes” — even  tithing  or  5  percent! 

G.  S.  Wallis  Jr. 

Southwick,  Massachusetts 

Agency  stewardship  hit 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Oct.  23  editorial  headlined  "Open¬ 
ing  the  windows  of  heaven"  and  Bernard 
Cook's  "Here  I  Stand"  article  in  the 
same  issue  discussed  our  church  giving. 

It  seems  to  me  that  one  important 
cause  of  substandard  giving  was  not 
mentioned  in  either  article.  That  is  how 
our  church  agencies  spend  God’s  tithes 
and  our  offerings. 

Most  United  Methodists  believe  that 
their  giving  is  being  used  for  the  church 
mission— seek  and  save  the  lost,  dissemi¬ 
nate  pentecostal  spirit  and  life,  spread 
scriptural  holiness,  and  transform  all 
peoples  and  nations  through  the  Gospel 
of  Christ. 

Instead,  we  learn  through  the  Reporter 
or  other  media  that  grants  are  made  to  all 
sorts  of  coalitions,  institutes,  movements, 
centers,  groups,  societies,  committees  and 
foundations,  most  of  which  are  following 
their  own  political  agenda. 

My  lifetime  giving  couldn’t  equal  many 
of  the  grants  awarded  for  political  pur¬ 
poses  that  I  oppose.  If  that  is  proper  use  of 
church  money,  then  must  it  also  be  proper 
for  me  to  give  half  of  my  church  pledge  to 
political  organizations  that  oppose  the 
Christie  Institute  and  similar  political  or¬ 


ganizations  the  church  supports? 

Are  our  church  agencies  being  good 
stewards  of  God’s  money?  Would  giving 
and  membership  increase  if  our  church 
spending  matched  our  mission  previous¬ 
ly  quoted? 

Could  a  change  toward  the  idea  of  our 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists  be 
indicated?  Could  church  reform  reverse 
church  decline? 

W.  E.  Sanders 
Key  West,  Florida 

Reverse  tithing? 

To  the  Editor: 

Bernard  Cook  has  taken  a  perilous 
stand  in  his  Oct.  23  "Here  I  Stand"  col¬ 
umn  in  his  apparent  elicitation  of  sympa¬ 
thy  for  his  economic  “hardship”  in  1942. 

But  while  he  enjoyed  a  free  house,  had 
a  $1,100  salary  and  was  able  to  make  a 
$21-per-month  payment  on  a  car  (proba¬ 
bly  new),  my  total  salary  as  an  Army 
private  was  $21  per  month  with  no  free 
house  for  my  wife  and  child. 

I’m  not  looking  for  sympathy.  I  was 
more  fortunate  than  many  of  my  peers. 
For  you  see,  sir,  I  was  still  alive. 

But  if  Brother  Cook  thinks  I  should 
have  been  tithing  under  those  circum¬ 
stances,  I  suggest  psychiatric  therapy. 
Perhaps  there  should  have  been  reverse 
tithing.  Sam  M1„er 

Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

Article  was  misleading 

To  the  Editor: 

As  Associate  Editor  Glen  Larum  and 
all  who  were  present  at  the  recent  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society  debate 
on  homosexuality  will  confirm,  my 
"emotional"  sharing  at  the  board’s  annu¬ 
al  meeting  was  centered  on  the  pain  that 
the  prevailing  phobia  about  homosexual¬ 
ity  inflicts  (see  UMR,  Oct.  16). 

That  pain  is  inflicted  not  only  on  homo¬ 
sexuals  but  also  on  single  adult  males  like 
my  36-year-old  heterosexual  son  who  is 
denied  marriage  because  of  mental  ill¬ 
ness.  He  has  become  paranoid  and  suicid¬ 
al  because  of  assumptions  made  about  his 
singleness  and  sexuality.  In  my  speech  I 
definitely  used  the  word  “suicidal.” 

You  can  imagine,  then,  my  heartsickness 
when  I  read  the  bald  statement  with  its  cal¬ 
lous  implication  about  a  member  of  my 
family  being  “a  victim  of  society’s  disdain 
of  homosexuals.”  Mr.  Larum  was  not  inac¬ 
curate,  but  he  was  harmfully  misleading. 

I  am  sure  that  Mr.  Larum  intended  no 


harm.  But  I  do  believe  that  a  Christian  re¬ 
porter  has  an  obligation  to  put  sensitivity 
and  fairness  before  sensationalism,  espe¬ 
cially  when  the  possibility  of  suicide  has 
been  mentioned.  For  me,  personally,  this 
is  an  added,  sad  example  of  the  need  for 
religious  institutions  to  promote  compas¬ 
sion  even  when  there  is  a  requirement 
also  to  acknowledge  dissension. 

Moreover,  I  question  why  Mr.  Larum 
chose  to  highlight  the  defeat  of  the  phrase, 
“As  Christians  we  strongly  affirm  the  sa¬ 
credness  of  marriage  between  a  man  and 
a  woman  and  the  birth  of  children." 

That  was  overwhelmingly  defeated  be¬ 
cause,  in  that  context,  children  born  out 
of  wedlock  might  be  judged  to  be  of  less¬ 
er  worth  and  also  because  the  Book  of 
Discipline  already  states: 

"We  affirm  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage 
covenant  which  is  expressed  in  love,  mutu¬ 
al  support,  personal  commitment  and 
shared  fidelity  between  a  man  and  wom¬ 
an."  This  wording  was  never  questioned. 

When  I  consider  how  hard,  during  this 
quadrennium,  we  board  members  worked 
upon  so  many  urgent  social  issues— the 
farm  crisis,  peace  with  justice,  mental 
health,  prison  reform,  religious  liberty,  hu¬ 
man  rights,  economic  justice,  homeless¬ 
ness,  etc.— I  grieve  that  so  many  United 
Methodists  who  read  the  Reporter  cannot 
balance  these  against  the  few  controver¬ 
sial  and  divisive  ones  that  are  emphasized. 

I  pray  that  soon  there  will  be  a  new 
awareness  and  affirmation  of  our 
church’s  continuing  prophetic  witness. 

Evelyn  S.  Burns 
Norway,  Maine 

New  hymnal  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

Congratulations  to  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee  for  working  to  provide  a  new 
hymnal  for  our  United  Methodist  Church. 

We  recognize  the  years  of  work,  study 
and  prayer  that  the  committee  members 
gave  to  this  project.  Many  compromises 
were  made  between  those  who  want  no 
change  and  many  members  who  accept 
inclusive  language  and  reject  words  that 
may  be  offensive  to  others. 

One  of  United  Methodism’s  strengths  is 
our  pluralism  and  flexibility  in  accepting 
change  and  progress  in  our  churches. 

Let's  support  the  new  hymnal  and 
hope  that  it  someday  will  be  in  use  in  all 
churches  throughout  the  land. 

Wallace  Umber 
Los  Angeles,  California 


Hymnal  furor  saddens  me 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  puzzled,  angered,  and  saddened 
by  the  ongoing  furor  that  surrounds  the 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee.  This  com¬ 
mittee  is  composed  of  individuals  from 
all  parts  of  the  United  Methodist  world. 

These  experts  and  laypeople  have  de¬ 
voted  countless  hours  to  research,  study, 
discussion,  travel  and  prayer  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  make  the  new  hymnal  repre¬ 
sentative,  fair  and  progressive.  The 
finished  product  is  not  yet  ready  for 
judgment,  but  the  attacks  are  flying 
freely,  full  of  emotion. 

I  am  especially  concerned  by  the  furor 
about  hymns  that  depict  God  with  femi¬ 
nine  qualities. 

How  can  one  describe  God?  God  is  "I 
am  who  I  am"  (Exodus  3:14).  How  dare  we 
try  and  confine  God  to  our  earthly  visions! 
God  is  Lord,  greater  than  our  mortal  vi¬ 


sion.  If  we  as  a  church  feel  we  can  capture 
the  essence  of  God  within  the  pages  of  a 
hymnal,  we  are  doomed  as  heretics. 

The  hymnal  is  the  people’s  book.  I  am 
sure  that  the  committee  welcomes  com¬ 
ments,  concerns  and  constructive  criticism.; 

But,  let’s  leave  the  hostility,  invective 
and  bitterness  out  of  it.  These  United 
Methodists  are  sharing  their  time,  talents, 
gifts  and  service.  Can’t  we  support  them 
with  love,  patience  and  open  minds? 

Pamela  Ramp 
Lafayette,  Indiana 
The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from 
readers.  Letters  should  be  brief,  must  be 
original  and  must  carry  the  signature 
and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


for  friends,  family  and  pastor 

Christmas  Gifts 


New  World  Outlook 

Methodism's  prize-winning  missions 
journal— the  Christmas  gift  that  keeps 
arriving  throughout  the  year 

•  for  vital  insights  to  inform  and  ex¬ 
pand  your  understanding  of  Christian 
mission 

•  for  crisp  reporting  on  the  role  of  the 
church  in  many  countries 

•  for  information  that  can  be  used  for 
discussion  starters 

•  for  ideas  on  mission  projects  that  will 
involve  your  congregation  in  outreach 

•  for  first-rate  articles  and  special 
issues  on  mission  themes. 

Order  your  gifts  now  @  $7 
Send  names,  addresses,  and  checks  to: 
Magazine  Circulation,  Service  Center 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
7820  Reading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800 
Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800 


1988  Prayer  Calendar 

Join  the  thousands  of  other  United 
Methodists  who  use  it  each  day  as  a 
devotional  guide. 

The  Prayer  Calendar  offers: 

•  spiritual  growth  through  meditations 
and  prayers,  and  quotations  from  devo¬ 
tional  writings  and  mission  studies 

•  guidance  in  daily  prayer  for  mission¬ 
aries,  deaconesses,  and  short-term 
workers,  and  for  mission  projects  here 
and  abroad 

•  maps  to  help  locate  mission  projects 
here  and  around  the  world. 


Order  your  gift  copies  of  the  Prayer  Calendar 
(order  #1046)  @  $3.50  plus  postage  and  handling 
charges,  from: 

Service  Center 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
7820  Reading  Road.  Caller  No.  1800 
Cincinnati.  OH  45222-1800. 
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Frank  faceoff  in  South  Africa 


World  Methodist  group,  President  Botha  state  views 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
UMR  Editor 

;  CAPE  TOWN.  South  Africa-An  inter¬ 
racial  delegation  of  World  Methodist 
leaders  and  South  Africa’s  state  presi¬ 
dent,  P.  W.  Botha,  engaged  in  a  lively 
and  intense  discussion  here  last  week  re¬ 
garding  his  country’s  discriminatory  ra¬ 
cial  laws  and  its  harsh  treatment  of 
black  people. 

Originally  scheduled  to  last  one  hour 
or  less,  the  meeting  exceeded  two  hours. 

Mr.  Botha  rejected  each  of  five  specif¬ 
ic  requests  made  by  the  delegation.  How¬ 
ever,  several  points  of  common  ground 
were  identified  during  the  discussion. 

When  it  adjourned,  parties  were  still 
talking  and  agreeing  to  stay  in  contact. 

Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of  Kenya,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  and 
head  of  the  delegation,  characterized  the 
dialogue  as  “extremely  frank,  mutually 
respectful,  exhausting  and  depressing 
but  not  leaving  us  without  hope.” 

The  delegation  was  mandated  by  a 
resolution  approved  during  the  15th 
World  Methodist  Conference  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya,  during  the  summer  of  1986. 

It  was  sent  with  a  twofold  mission:  to 
convey  to  South  Africa’s  leaders  the 
World  Methodist  body’s  opposition  to 
apartheid  and  to  express  solidarity  with 
the  Methodist  people  of  South  Africa,  80 
percent  of  whom  are  black  and  suffering 
Tinder  apartheid. 

Bishop  Imathiu  opened  the  delega¬ 
tion’s  presentation  by  calling  on  the 
black  president  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Southern  Africa,  Dr.  Khoza  Mgojo,  to 
lead  the  group  in  prayer. 

The  delegation’s  mission 

Bishop  Imathiu  then  told  President  Bo¬ 
tha  and  two  aides  who  accompanied  him: 

“We  are  not  politicians,  and  we  have 
not  traveled  thousands  of  miles  from  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  world  to  tell  you  how 
to  run  your  government.  We  are  here  to 
reflect  our  deep  conviction  that  all  men 
and  women  are  created  in  the  image  of 
God  and  entitled  to  be  treated  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  God’s  human  family.” 

Bishop  Imathiu  expressed  admiration 
for  South  Africa’s  commercial  and  indus¬ 
trial  development  and  “for  the  beauty  of 
your  land  and  peoples.” 

However,  he  said  those  positive  quali¬ 
ties  are  compromised  by  the  fact  that 
“the  majority  of  South  Africa’s  people 
are  not  permitted  to  feel  themselves  a 
part  of  this  nation.” 

“Through  legislated  racial  discrimina¬ 
tion  as  the  basis  of  South  Africa’s  nation¬ 
al  life,  they  have  no  vote  and  no  freedom 
to  live  or  own  a  home  where  they  may 
choose,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Imathiu  also  cited  inferior  edu¬ 
cational  and  health  facilities  for  blacks 
and  protested  arbitrary  and  unjust  treat¬ 
ment  of  blacks  by  South  African  authori¬ 
ties,  such  as  the  24-hour  detention  the 
week  before  of  one  of  the  delegation’s 
members,  the  Rev.  M.  Stanley  Mogoba. 

Bishop  Imathiu  said  as  one  who  had 
lived  under  colonial  rule  in  which  human 
rights  were  denied  black  people,  he  could 
personally  testify  to  the  difference  in  be¬ 
ing  able  to  live  as  a  free  man  in  a  coun¬ 
try  where  blacks  and  whites  live 
side-by-side  with  equal  rights. 

‘Both  members  of  higher  party’ 

The  bishop  noted  that  both  he  and  Pres¬ 
ident  Botha  are  members  of  political  par¬ 
ties  in  their  respective  countries  and  yet 
“as  Christians  we  are  both  members  of  a 
higher  party:  the  family  of  God.” 

He  appealed  to  Mr.  Botha  to  recognize 
that  South  Africa’s  white  population  can¬ 
not  be  truly  free  until  that  country’s 
black  people  are  recognized  and  treated 
as  human  beings. 

Following  Bishop  Imathiu’s  presenta¬ 
tion,  Dr.  Donald  English  of  London,  vice 
chair  of  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
presented  the  delegation’s  five  mandated 
requests  to  Mr.  Botha: 

.  *That  Nelson  Mandela  (a  Methodist) 
and  other  political  prisoners  and  detain¬ 
ees  be  released  without  conditions; 

•That  South  Africa’s  state  of  emer¬ 
gency  be  lifted  and  that  state-adminis¬ 
tered  violence  in  the  country’s  black 
townships,  as  well  as  incursions  into 
neighboring  countries,  be  ended; 

•That  a  unified  school  system  for 
South  Africa’s  children,  youth  and  adults 
be  instituted  without  regard  to  race; 

•That  South  Africa’s  apartheid  sys¬ 
tem  with  its  denial  of  basic  rights  to 


black  people  be  abolished;  and 

•That  negotiations  involving  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  all  South  Africa’s  people  be 
initiated  to  produce  a  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic  future  with  equal  rights  for  all. 

The  State  President  responds 

After  listening  patiently  and  respect¬ 
fully,  Mr.  Botha  responded  with  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  his  own  religious  convictions 
and  a  dissertation  on  South  African  histo¬ 
ry  over  the  past  300  years. 

Mr.  Botha  said  he  was  reared  in  a  de¬ 
vout  Christian  home  by  a  mother  whose 
life  was  devoted  to  missionary  outreach. 
He  said  he  respects  the  Bible  as  the  word 
of  God  and  believes  people  of  all  colors 
and  races  are  created  equal. 

He  added:  "I  believe  in  a  God  who 
loves  diversity,  not  monotonous  same¬ 
ness.”  Accordingly,  Mr.  Botha  said,  dif¬ 
ferent  people  and  cultures  should  be 
permitted  to  develop  in  their  own  ways 
and  at  their  own  pace. 

Mr.  Botha  said  most  of  South  Africa’s 
problems,  as  well  as  those  in  the  rest  of 
Africa,  are  the  fruits  of  colonial  domina¬ 
tion  by  European  powers.  When  those 
powers  relinquished  control,  he  said, 
they  left  Africa  “backwards,  exploited 
and  undeveloped.” 

‘Outside  interference’  denounced 

Mr.  Botha  railed  against  continued 
“outside  interference  in  South  Africa’s 
internal  affairs”— especially  by  the 
United  States.  He  said  there  is  more  ra¬ 
cial  discrimination  in  the  United  States 
today  than  in  South  Africa. 

“Wherever  the  U.S.  pokes  its  nose  in— 
whether  in  Angola,  Central  America  or  the 
Philippines— chaos  results,”  Mr.  Botha 
said.  "We  want  the  super-power  imperial¬ 
ists  and  communists  to  leave  us  alone!” 

Mr.  Botha  cited  statistics  that  show 
South  Africa’s  black  people  better  off 
economically  and  educationally  than  the 
black  citizens  of  other  African  countries. 
He  then  asked:  “If  South  Africa  is  such  a 
demonic  place,  why  do  people  from  sur¬ 
rounding  countries  flock  here  to  work?” 

The  state  president  denied  that  South 
Africa  has  any  political  prisoners.  He  ex¬ 
pressed  compassionate  feelings  toward 
"old  men  like  Nelson  Mandela,  who 
should  be  home  playing  with  their  grand¬ 
children  rather  than  sitting  in  prison.” 
However,  he  said  South  Africa  has  a  judi¬ 
cial  process  for  evaluating  when  prison¬ 
ers  should  be  released,  a  process  with 
which  he  should  not  interfere. 

Mr.  Botha  flatly  refused  to  consider 
lifting  South  Africa’s  state  of  emergency 
because  “that  would  result  in  chaos  and 
increased  bloodshed.” 

He  said  he  would  never  allow  South 
Africa  to  submit  to  the  experience  of 
most  African  countries  that  have  insti¬ 
tuted  the  one-person,  one-vote  principle: 
“It  ends  up  with  only  one  person  (a  dicta¬ 
tor)  having  a  vote.” 

Mr.  Botha  said  “so  far  as  the  church  is 
concerned,  you  are  free  to  preach  the 
Gospel  as  you  understand  it  so  long  as 
you  do  not  defy  the  law.” 

Basic  theme  reiterated 

In  the  free-wheeling  dialogue  that  fol¬ 
lowed,  members  of  the  World  Methodist 
delegation  and  Mr.  Botha  repeated  their 
basic  points  in  a  variety  of  ways. 

The  church  leaders  continually  em¬ 
phasized  the  belief  that  human  beings 
created  in  the  image  of  God  should  not 
be  denied  human  and  civil  rights  because 
of  their  race. 

Mr.  Botha  continually  emphasized  his 
government  s  commitment  to  “broad, 
gradual  reforms  aimed  simultaneously 
at  uplifting  black  people  economically, 
socially  and  politically  while  protecting 
the  rights  and  position  of  minorities” 
(the  country’s  white  population.) 

Mr.  Botha  said  repeatedly  that  while 
he  is  committed  to  equality  among  peo¬ 
ple,  he  will  never  agree  to  bring  down 
South  Africa’s  “First  World”  population 
to  the  level  of  its  "Third  World”  popula¬ 
tion  to  achieve  that  goal. 

At  times  the  exchanges  became  pas¬ 
sionate,  with  Bishop  Imathiu  imploring: 
“When  are  you  going  to  lift  the  yokes  off 
your  country's  black  people?”  and  Presi¬ 
dent  Botha  responding:  “You  want  me  to 
turn  South  Africa  over  to  the  commu¬ 
nists,  and  I’m  not  prepared  to  do  that.” 

Some  common  ground  found 

Members  of  the  World  Methodist  group 
admitted  at  a  news  conference  following 
the  meeting  that  they  could  show  no  tan¬ 


gible  concessions  from  Mr.  Botha,  and  yet 
several  hopeful  signs  were  observed: 

•  The  much  longer-than-expected  meet¬ 
ing  provided  evidence  that  Mr.  Botha  took 
the  group  and  its  concerns  seriously  rather 
than  politely  dismissing  them. 

•  Mr.  Botha's  affirmation  of  black 
people  as  children  of  God  entitled  to 
equal  rights  with  whites  provides  some 
common  ground  between  the  two  sides. 
However,  Mr.  Botha’s  unwillingness  to 
repudiate  apartheid  as  a  necessary  im¬ 
plication  of  that  belief  leaves  a  wide 
chasm  between  the  two  sides. 

•  President  Botha’s  identification  of 
himself  and  his  country  as  a  part  of  Afri¬ 
ca  rather  than  a  part  of  Europe  trans¬ 
planted  in  Africa  and  his  vision  for  the 
economic  development  of  Africa  provide 
positive  grounds  for  further  conversa¬ 
tion.  The  down  side  of  that  vision,  howev¬ 
er,  is  that  its  benefits  at  present  are 
limited  primarily  to  whites  rather  than 
including  all  the  peoples  of  South  Africa. 

•  When  the  meeting  ended,  conversa¬ 
tion  was  still  taking  place.  It  was  agreed 
that  Bishop  Imathiu  and  President  Botha 
would  remain  in  contact.  The  state  presi¬ 
dent  suggested  that  the  group  discuss  its 
concerns  with  other  church  groups  in 
South  Africa. 

That  ending  to  the  meeting  leaves  open 
the  possibility  of  follow-up  conversations, 
said  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 


JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa — Mrs.  Winnie  Mandela,  wife  of  imprisoned  African  National  Congress  leader 
Nelson  Mandela,  tells  members  of  the  visiting  World  Methodist  Council  delegation  that  “it’s  no  longer  possible  to 
write  fiction  in  South  Africa.  The  things  we  already  are  enduring  here  are  more  terrible  than  the  fiction-writers 
can  imagine.”  Mrs.  Mandela,  a  Methodist,  is  one  of  many  persons  suffering  under  South  Africa’s  apartheid  system 
with  whom  the  delegation  met  in  order  “to  express  pastoral  concern  and  solidarity  from  Methodist  people  around 
the  world.”  Others  from  left  are  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  from  Kenya,  president.  World  Methodist  Council;  the  rev. 
Donald  English,  British  Methodist  leader,  and  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor-general  manager  of  UMR. 


Major  gift  to  UMR  Center  announced 


Architect’s  rendering  of  proposed  neiv  UMR  Communications  Center 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

DALLAS— The  proposed  $3.2-million 
United  Methodist  Reporter  Communica¬ 
tions  Center  moved  two  giant  steps 
nearer  reality  last  week. 

The  first  major  gift  toward  the  finan¬ 
cial  goal  was  announced  during  the 
newspaper’s  annual  Governing  Board 
meeting, 

The  46-member  board  also  approved 
an  architectural  firm’s  preliminary 
schematic  design  for  the  60,000-square- 
foot  structure. 

The  announced  gift  of  3,000  shares  of 
Southwestern  Bell  Telephone  Co.  stock  is 
valued  at  more  than  $110,000.  The  donor 
is  United  Methodist  layman  James  L. 
Verhoeff  of  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Mr.  Verhoeff  also  has  given  2,000 
shares  of  American  Electric  Power 
stock  valued  at  more  than  $50,000. 

UMR  Editor-General  Manager  Spur¬ 
geon  M.  Dunnam  III  told  the  Governing 
Board  that  Mr.  Verhoeff’s  larger  gift 
would  be  used  to  build  and  equip  the  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Communications  Center  that 
would  house  the  new  UMR  Institute  for 
Church  Communications.  The  smaller  gift 
would  establish  a  permanent  endowment 
fund  for  UMR  Institute  training  events. 

Two  objectives  stipulated 

Earlier  this  year  a  $10,000  cash  gift 


from  Mr.  Verhoeff  helped  establish  the 
UMR  Institute. 

The  longtime  Arkansas  newspaper¬ 
man  has  stipulated  two  objectives  behind 
his  gifts:  to  help  local  churches  do  a  bet¬ 
ter  job  of  their  internal  communications, 
primarily  through  their  own  news  publi¬ 
cations,  and  to  help  churches  do  a  better 
job  of  external  communications,  primar¬ 
ily  through  news  releases  and  other 
means  of  relating  to  the  public  media. 

In  addition  to  significant  increases  in 
space  for  each  of  UMR’s  present  func¬ 
tions,  the  new  Communications  Center  is 
to  include  video-production  facilities,  a 
multipurpose  auditorium  suitable  for 
training  events  and  a  variety  of  other 
church  meetings,  a  115-foot  cathedral- 
like  Gallery  of  Memories  and  a  physical 
fitness  center  for  employees. 

Mr.  Verhoeff’s  stock  gift  brings  to 
more  than  $190,000  the  amount  pledged 
or  given  toward  the  new  center,  said  the 
Rev.  William  T.  Stephenson,  executive 
director  of  the  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er  Foundation.  Most  of  the  other  gifts 
have  come  from  members  of  the  news¬ 
paper’s  staff  and  Governing  Board. 

Dr.  Stephenson  described  for  the  UMR 
board  plans  for  contacting  major  founda¬ 
tions  and  individuals  about  contributions 
to  the  new  UMR  Center.  The  plan  involves 
an  initial  concentration  of  efforts  in  the 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  area,  where  the  paper 


Africa  university  proposal 
clears  key  finance  hurdle 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  ill 

CAPE  TOWN,  South  Africa— State  President  P.W.  Botha,  left,  and  World 
Methodist  Council  President  the  Rev.  Lawi  Imathiu  of  Kenya,  discuss  the 
relative  importance  of  citizenship  rights  and  economic  development. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— The  proposed  UM  universi¬ 
ty  in  Africa  has  moved  a  step  closer  to 
reality,  members  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter’s  Governing  Board  learned 
last  week. 

A  task  force  from  the  UM  treasury 
agency  is  recommending  establishment 
of  a  four-year,  $5-million-per-year  fund 
to  pay  for  construction  and  operation  of 
the  school  at  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe, 
starting  in  1989,  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter  reported. 

In  addition,  the  chief  executive  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  said  he  expects  the  Zimbab¬ 
wean  government  to  grant  official  per¬ 
mission  by  Nov.  30  to  build  the 
university. 

Zimbabwean  Prime  Minister  Robert 
G.  Mugabe  is  to  make  the  decision  per¬ 
sonally,  Dr.  Trotter  said. 

Dr.  Trotter  called  the  fiscal  agency’s 
task  force  decision  "a  significant  step" 
toward  winning  General  Conference  ap¬ 
proval  for  the  $20-million  university 
funding  plan  proposed  by  his  board. 

The  task  force  recommendation  next 
goes  to  the  full  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  for  decision  in 
early  December. 

If  the  treasury  agency  approves  the 
Africa  Higher  Education  Initiative 
Fund,”  the  $20-million  asking  would  be¬ 
come  part  of  the  1989-92  UMC  budget 
proposed  to  the  1988  General  Conference. 

Dr.  Trotter  told  Reporter  board  mem¬ 
bers  he  sees  the  Africa  university  project 


gaining  momentum  every  day  across  the 
denomination. 

“It  can  give  United  Methodists  a 
chance  to  lift  our  eyes  above”  issues  of 
internal  church  structure,  he  said.  “It’s 
time  for  a  new  vision  and  enthusiasm," 
he  said. 

The  yet-to-be-named  university  would 
be  the  first  post -secondary  school  built 
by  United  Methodists  in  Africa  during 
the  church's  156  years  of  ministry  there, 
Dr.  Trotter  noted. 

If  the  university  project  gets  General 
Conference  approval,  classes  are  to  start 
in  March  1990,  he  said.  The  first  students 
would  enroll  in  a  graduate-level  school 
of  theology. 

By  1992,  Dr.  Trotter  said,  the  institu¬ 
tion  is  expected  to  have  300  to  500  stu¬ 
dents  taking  classes  in  four  academic 
units:  theology,  agriculture,  education, 
and  science  and  technology. 

Dr.  Trotter  addressed  the  46-member 
Reporter  board  after  he  was  presented  a 
"UMR  Headliner”  award. 

Dr.  Trotter’s  award  citation  recog¬ 
nized  him  for  “understanding  the  task  of 
media  and  taking  the  initiative  to  relate 
positively  to  the  media  during  his  years 
as  chief  executive  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry;  for  writing  a 
regular  column  providing  a  Christian 
perspective  on  contemporary  issues  for 
the  ‘Nashville  Banner’;  and  for  offering 
visionary  ideas,  being  willing  to  take 
risks  and  providing  a  breath  of  fresh  air’ 
in  the  church’s  national  bureaucracy.” 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


is  based,  and  then  expanding  to  other  ar¬ 
eas  where  the  newspaper  is  circulated. 

By  prior  board  action,  next  steps  to¬ 
ward  actual  construction  can  be  taken 
when  either  $1  million  in  pledges  or 
$667,000  in  cash  are  in  hand. 

Foundation  board  created 

The  UMR  Foundation  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  is  to  assist  in  raising  funds  for  the 
building  project  and  administer  those 
funds  as  well  as  money  contributed  to  en¬ 
dow  UMR’s  various  communications  min¬ 
istries.  Confirmed  as  initial  members  of 
the  UMR  Foundation  board  were: 

Alex  Bickley,  Dallas  attorney,  chair¬ 
man;  Raymond  Cameron,  Rockwall,  Tex¬ 
as,  developer,  vice  chairman;  Bishop  Ben 
Oliphint,  Houston  Area;  Wayne  Sellers,  re 
tired  newspaper  publisher,  Palestine,  Tex¬ 
as;  Wendell  Tooley,  newspaper  publisher, 
Tulia,  Texas;  Annette  Germany  Wilkes, 
Dallas  laywoman  and  retired  business  ex¬ 
ecutive;  Dr.  Dunnam;  and  Dr.  Stephenson. 

The  UMR  Governing  Board  established 
a  building  committee  for  1988,  continuing 
the  same  group  that  functioned  during 
1987  as  the  building  design  task  force. 
Members  are  the  Rev.  Paul  Schrading, 
Western  Pennsylvania  conference,  chair¬ 
man;  the  Rev.  Luther  Henry,  Central  Tex¬ 
as  conference;  the  Rev.  Anders  Lunt, 
Baltimore  conference;  Mrs.  Twila  Roller, 
laywoman  in  the  New  Mexico  conference; 
and  the  Rev.  Lycurgus  M.  Starkey  Jr., 
Missouri  East  conference. 

In  other  actions  the  UMR  Governing 
Board: 

•  Established  subscription  and  compo¬ 
sition  rates  for  local-church  editions  of 
the  Reporter  for  1988  averaging  a  3  per¬ 
cent  increase  over  1987; 

•  Established  subscription  and  compo¬ 


sition  rates  for  annual  conference  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Reporter  for  1989  averaging 
a  3  percent  increase  over  1988; 

•  Voted  to  continue  owning  and  oper¬ 
ating  Religious  News  Service,  an  inter- 
faith  news  service,  on  a  break-even 
basis.  Until  this  year  the  news  service 
had  required  subsidies  totaling  nearly 
$300,000  from  UMR  reserves  following 
UMR’s  assuming  ownership  of  RNS  from 
the  National  Conference  of  Christians 
and  Jews  in  1983. 

•Recommended  re-election  of  Dr.  Dun¬ 
nam  as  chief  executive  and  of  Dr.  Starkey 
from  Columbia,  Mo.,  as  Governing  Board 
chairman.  Dr  Starkey  assumed  the  chair 
at  the  end  of  the  Nov.  11-13  meeting  from 
the  Rev.  Don  Sperber  of  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  conference. 

•Cited  10  church  leaders  to  be  hon¬ 
ored  as  "UMR  Headliners"  during  1988. 
They  are  Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt, 
Oklahoma  Area;  Mr.  Lunt,  Baltimore 
conference;  the  Rev.  Ralph  Mohney,  Hol- 
ston  conference;  Mrs.  Roller,  New  Mexi¬ 
co  conference;  the  Rev.  Clifford  Trotter, 
Northwest  Texas  conference;  the  Rev.  F. 
Thomas  Trotter,  California-Pacific  con¬ 
ference;  Mr  Verhoeff;  Bishop  Woodie  W. 
White,  Illionis  Area;  the  Rev.  Kelly  Wil¬ 
liams,  Texas  conference;  and  the  Rev. 
Harvey  Williamson.  Louisiana  confer¬ 
ence.  Each  was  cited  for  support  of  the 
newspaper  and  its  auxiliary  communica¬ 
tions  ministries  in  some  extraordinary 
way  in  addition  to  general  support  for 
the  church’s  use  of  mass  media. 

•  Reaffirmed  UMR’s  status  as  an 
equal-employment  opportunity  employ¬ 
er  and  directed  a  personnel  task  force  to 
propose  an  affirmative-action  plan  for 
adoption  by  the  board. 


Save  25% 

on  3  important  new  books 
by  3  distinguished  authors! 


The  Christian  Perspective— 

FACING  DEATH— AND  THE  LIFE  AFTER,  by  Billy  Graham 
Face  life’s  end  with  confidence  that  Christ  has  victoriously 
conquered  the  final  enemy— death.  Word.  Published  at  $14.95. 
W04-207917.  Save  25%.  Special  Cokesbury  Price.  $11.20 

Conquering  Today's  Stresses— 

PARENTING  ISN’T  FOR  COWARDS:  Dealing  Confidently  with  the 
Frustrations  of  Child-Rearing,  by  James  C.  Dobson.  Advice  for 
coping  with  children  in  today’s  world.  Word.  Published  at  S15.95 
W04-207906.  Save  25%.  Special  Cokesbun  Price,  $11.95 

Personal  Enemy  Number  One — 

LIVING  WITHOUT  FEAR,  by  Lloyd  J.  Ogilvie.  Stories  of  real 
people  that  illustrate  how  to  turn  fear  into  stepping  stones  of  joy. 
Word.  Published  at  $12.95. 

W04-222558.  Save  25%.  Special  Cokesbury  Price,  $9.70 

n  Herr  applicable  Transportation 


CALL  OR  VISIT  YOCR  COKESBCRY  STORE 
ORDER  FROM  YOCR  COKESBCRY  SERVICE  CENTER: 

201  Eighth  Ave.  South  •  P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
Phone  6151749-6113 

1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
Phone  415/692-3562 

ORDER  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-672-1789 

Use  your  Cokesbury  account,  American  Express,  Visa. 
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‘Bite  the  blue  apple  .  .  .  risk  faith9 


Native  American  women’s  gathering  stresses  traditions ,  symbolism 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.— “Bite  the 
blue  apple,"  a  speaker  urged  100  United 
Methodist  Native  American  women  re¬ 
cently. 

Biting  into  an  apple  of  an  unexpected 
color  is  to  accept  a  challenge  or  to  take  a 
risk,  explained  Hazel  Lavoie,  a 
Chippewa  Indian  from  Detroit. 

"We’re  going  to  have  to  bite  the  blue 
apple  of  sharing  our  faith,”  she  told 
women  representing  some  50  tribes  and 
27  annual  conferences  at  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  first  national  convocation  for  Na¬ 
tive  American  women  Nov.  6-9. 

The  three-day  convocation  included 
workshops  on  topics  Native  American 
women  had  identified  as  important: 
health  and  welfare,  traditional  values 
and  cultural  conflicts,  self-esteem,  edu¬ 


cation.  and  economics. 

A  major  emphasis  was  affirmation  of 
Native  American  values  and  traditions. 


Words  needed  to  tell  stories 

In  the  opening  sermon,  Shirley  Mon¬ 
toya,  a  Navajo  from  Shiprock,  N.M., 
stressed  the  sacredness  of  words  in  both 
the  Navajo  and  Christian  traditions.  She 
admonished  Native  American  women  to 
use  their  words  to  tell  their  stories  as  Je¬ 
sus  works  in  their  lives. 


Native  American  prayers  and  symbolism. 
One  worship  service  was  opened  with  a  wa¬ 
ter  ceremony  for  cleansing  “minds,  tongues 
and  bodies.”  A  cedar-smoke  purification 
ritual  preceded  the  concluding  communion 
ceremony. 

Prayers  addressed  the  deity  not  only  as 
Father,  God  and  Lord  but  also  as  Grandfa¬ 
ther,  Great  Creator  of  All  High  Places  and 
the  Mysterious  One  with  Many  Names.  On 
the  communion  table  with  the  cross  and 
candle  lay  a  prayer  pipe  and  feather  fan. 


Among  commonalities,  she  listed  rev¬ 
erence  for  life  and  the  creation;  a  belief 
in  the  universal  life  called  God,  Jesus 
and  Great  Spirit;  love  for  family,  com¬ 
munity  and  country,  and  a  bond  as  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  women. 


Telling  your  story,  she  said,  “refreshes 
your  mind,  renews  your  faith,  reviews  your 
commitment  and  opens  new  horizons.” 

Personal  stories  sharing  traditional  Na¬ 
tive  American  values  compatible  with  bib¬ 
lical  teachings  played  a  significant  role  in 
the  convocation  agenda. 

Worship  services  included  many  adapted 


Twofold  message  on  AIDS 
driven  home  at  UM  parley 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  FRANCISCO— A  twofold  mes¬ 
sage  was  hammered  home  by  speaker 
after  speaker  to  400  people  attending  a 
UM-sponsored  National  Consultation  on 
AIDS  Nov.  12-15. 

That  message: 

•  Acquired  immunodeficiency  syn¬ 
drome  is  not  God’s  punishment  of  homo¬ 
sexual  men  any  more  than  “Legionaires 
Disease  is  God’s  punishmnt  of  members 
of  the  American  Legion.” 

•  Rather,  AIDS  is  a  deadly  virus 
threatening  all  segments  of  society— het¬ 
erosexual  as  well  as  homosexual— and  a 
virus  whose  epidemic  spread  poses  an 
urgent  need  for  church-based  ministries 
of  education,  compassion  and  advocacy. 

Opening-day  speaker  Karen  Lebacqz 
identified  themes  related  to  those  two 
messages  that  echoed  throughout  the 
four-day  consultation. 

“We  as  Christians  have  lost  some  cred¬ 
ibility  on  this  issue”  by  having  alienated 
the  people  who  so  far  have  been  most  af¬ 
fected  by  the  disease— homosexual  men, 
according  to  Dr.  Lebacqz. 

Consequently,  said  the  professor  of 
Christian  ethics  at  the  Pacific  School  of 
Religion  in  Berkeley,  Calif.,  “There’s  a 
sense  that  we  don’t  have  much  to  say  to 
them.” 

Dr.  Lebacqz,  who  is  married,  suggest¬ 
ed  three  things  the  church  should  do  to 
get  beyond  the  widespread  perception  of 
AIDS  as  a  "gay”  disease  and  to  respond 
to  it  for  what  it  is:  a  viral  epidemic  that 
could  kill  “as  many  as  10  million  people 
worldwide  within  a  decade.”  Her  three 
suggestions: 

•  Demythologize  reports  about  AIDS 


by  teaching  that  it  is  “caused  by  a  virus, 
not  by  being  “gay." 

•  Recognize  the  complexity  of  human 
sexuality  and  that  the  world  can’t  be 
neatly  divided  between  “us’’  and 
“them”— that  is,  heterosexuals  and  ho¬ 
mosexuals. 

For  example,  the  church  should  look 
seriously  at  the  fact  that  “a  high  per¬ 
centage  of  heterosexual  men  in  this 
country  have  had  homosexual  encoun¬ 
ters,”  Dr.  Lebacqz  said. 

•Take  a  leadership  role  in  allowing 
for  the  possibility  of  marriage  between 
people  of  same-sex  orientation. 


By  not  allowing  for  that  possiblity,  Dr. 
Lebacqz  said,  the  church  has  helped  push 
homosexuals  into  “ghetto”  environments— 
“gay  bars,”  for  example — that  promote  un¬ 
healthy,  promiscuous  lifestyles. 

To  be  considered  Christian,  she  said, 
homosexual  marriages  should  be  ground¬ 
ed  in  love  and  rooted  in  the  same  ethic  of 
fidelity  that’s  emphasized  for  heterosex¬ 
ual  marriage. 

The  AIDS  consulation,  thought  by  or¬ 
ganizers  to  be  only  the  second  national 
church-sponsored  event  of  its  kind— the 
Episcopal  Church  held  a  similar  event  in 
1986— was  sponsored  by  three  United 
Methodist  agencies:  the  general  boards 
of  Church  and  Society,  of  Discipleship 
and  of  Global  Ministries 

Participants  included  people  from  62  of 
the  denomination’s  73  annual  conferences 
in  the  United  States.  Representatives  from 
other  Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Jewish  traditions  also  took  part. 


Population  numbers  1.5  million 

Putting  the  collective  story  of  the  Indi- 
an  woman  into  perspective,  keynote 
speaker  Helen  Sheirbeck,  a  Lumbee 
from  Alexandria,  Va.,  pointed  out  that 
Native  Americans  are  America’s  small¬ 
est  minority.  The  1980  census  counted  1.5 
million. 

Within  this  minority,  she  said,  are 
more  than  200  organized  tribes,  bands 
and  nations  officially  recognized  by  the 
U.S.  government’s  Burea  of  Indian  Af¬ 
fairs.  Some  200  other  groups  are  legally 
identified  and  recognized  by  various 
states. 

Indians  outside  organized  groups  live 
in  more  than  100  cities,  she  said. 

Diversity  was  evident  as  women  don¬ 
ned  traditional  tribal  dress  for  their  spe¬ 
cial  parts  in  the  program. 

The  long  ruffled  white  cotton  dress 
trimmed  in  dainty  red  and  white  French 
embroidery  of  the  Mississippi  Creek 
tribe  contrasted  with  the  elaborate  white 
buckskin  Sioux  ceremonial  dress  worn 
with  beaded  head  and  arm  bands,  com¬ 
plemented  with  otter  skins  adorning 
plaited  hair  and  a  jingling  breastplate  of 
beads  and  buffalo  bones. 

Dr.  Sheirbeck  said  that  a  common  per¬ 
spective  on  values  and  philosophy  and 
common  problems  help  meld  Native 
American  women’s  varied  cultural  tradi¬ 
tions  and  life  experiences. 


Tape  shows  shared  problem 

One  shared  problem,  said  to  affect  100 
percent  of  Native  Americans  in  one  way 
or  another,  came  into  focus  through  pre¬ 
sentation  of  a  videotape  documentary. 

The  video  showed  members  of  a  Native 
American  community  in  British  Colum¬ 
bia  re-enacting  that  community’s  pro¬ 
gression  to  100  percent  alcoholism  after 
liquor  was  introduced  by  a  trader  in  the 
1940s.  The  documentary  then  showed  how 
one  woman’s  decision  to  stop  drinking  be¬ 
gan  a  turnaround  resulting  in  95  percent 
sobriety  in  that  community  by  1985. 

According  to  Barbara  Day  Miller,  an 
Eastern  Cherokee  who  heads  a  UM-relat- 
ed  alcohol  and  drug  abuse  center  in 
Bremerton,  Wash.,  alcoholism  among 
Native  Americans  is  genetic.  The  same 
lack  of  immunity  that  had  made  Native 
Americans  highly  susceptible  to  other 
diseases  of  European  origin  fostered  al¬ 
coholism,  she  said. 

Alcoholism  in  Native  American  com¬ 
munities  runs  80  to  90  percent,  she  said. 
In  contrast  one-in-10  people  in  the  gener¬ 
al  population  has  the  disease. 

One  resolution  presented  to  the  final 
plenary  asked  for  more  information  to 
churches  regarding  the  “disease”  facts 
of  alcoholism  instead  of  only  the  "mor¬ 
al”  facts. 

The  convocation  was  more  than  two 
years  in  the  planning.  It  was  staffed  by 
the  General  Commission  on  the  Role  and 
Status  of  Women,  as  was  a  similar  event 
for  Hispanic  women  two  years  ago. 

A  consultation  for  Asian  UM  women  is 
planned  for  1988.  One  for  black  women  is 
slated  for  1989. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.— As  part  of  a  worship  service  purification  cere¬ 
mony,  Leslie  J.  Steen,  a  member  of  the  Comanche  tribe,  receives  water 
from  Edith  George  of  Everett,  Wash.,  a  member  of  the  Nez  Perce  tribe. 
Ms.  Steen  is  a  local  pastor  of  a  Native  American  UM  church  in  Cache,  Okla. 
The  exchange  took  place  at  the  national  convocation  for  UM  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  women. 


the  church  today 


Additional  coverage  of  the  AIDS  con¬ 
sultation  will  appear  in  next  week's  issue 
of  the  Reporter. 


Morristown  College  to  appeal 
for  continued  UM-related  status 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Oficials  at 
Morristown  (Tenn.)  College  say  the 
school  will  appeal  to  the  body  that  certi¬ 
fies  schools  for  United  Methodist  funding 
to  remain  one  of  institutions  related  to 
the  denomination. 

The  announcement  followed  a  ruling 
by  the  denomination’s  Judicial  Council  in 
late  October  to  reinstate  Morristown  as 
a  United  Methodist-related  school. 

As  a  result  of  the  court’s  ruling,  action 
to  drop  the  school  was  stayed  for  90 
days,  beginning  Nov.  1. 

The  historically  black  two-year  col¬ 
lege  had  been  removed  from  the  list  of 
approved  schools  in  1986  by  the  Universi¬ 


ty  Senate  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  which  reviews  and  lists  schools 
for  church  affiliation. 


United  Methodists  elected 
to  NCC  governing  board 

JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (NCC)-Two 
United  Methodist  laywomen  have  been 
elected  officers  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  for  1988-91. 

Dr.  Jane  Carey  Peck,  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  religion  and  society  at  Andover 
Newton  Theological  School  in  Newton 
Center,  Mass.,  has  been  elected  one  of 
five  NCC  vice  presidents. 

Joyce  Sohl,  treasurer  of  the  Women’s 
Program  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  was  elected  NCC 


treasurer  and  chairwoman  of  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  finance  and  services  committee. 

Other  United  Methodists  chosen  to 
head  NCC  units  and  standing  committees 
are: 


Elaine  M.  Gasser,  chairwoman  of  the 
division  of  education  and  ministry;  Con- 
suelo  Urquiza,  chairwoman  of  the  com¬ 
mission  on  justice  and  liberation;  and  the 
Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  chairwom¬ 
an  on  regional  and  local  ecumenism. 


Ms.  Gasser  and  Ms.  Urquiza  are  also 
staff  executives  of  the  Women’s  Division 
in  New  York.  Ms.  Powers  is  an  executive 
with  the  denomination’s  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns. 


Discipleship  board  named 
ethnic-education  director 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  Rev. 
Joseph  Crockett,  a  member  of  the  East 
Ohio  Annual  Conference,  has  joined  the 
Christian-education  staff  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  agency  for  laity  training  and  de¬ 
velopment. 

Mr.  Crockett,  formerly  editor  of  refer¬ 
ence  books  for  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  was  named  director  of 
ethnic-minority  church  education  at  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  in  late  Oc¬ 
tober.  His  major  responsibilities  include 
developing  resources,  and  training  and 
consulting  with  people  of  color  through 
the  board’s  Section  on  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion. 


MUSIC  YOU  HAVE  LOVED  ALL  YOUR  LIFE! 

Two  1  Hour  Cassette  Tapes  Featuring  RAY  WALKER  Of  The  JORDAN  AIRES 


“IT  IS  NO  SECRET  WHAT  GOD  CAN  DO” 


A  Very  Special  Tape  With  A  Lovely  Congregational  Sound 


rr  IS  NO  SECRET  WHAT  GOD  CAN  DO 

THERE  IS  A  BALM  IN  GILEAD 

TAKE  MY  HAND  PRECIOUS  LORD 

WHEN  THE  SAINTS  GO  MARCHING  IN 

I  WANT  TO  KNOW 

BECAUSE  HE  LIVES 

AMAZING  GRACE 

HE  SET  ME  FREE 

BATTLE  HYMN  OF  THE  REPUBLIC 


£ 


•  THIS  OLD  HOUSE 

•  PEACE  IN  THE  VALLEY 

•  HOW  GREAT  THOU  ART 

•  WHERE  COULD  I  GO? 

•  JUST  A  CLOSER  WALK  WITH  THEE 

•  HE’LL  UNDERSTAND  AND  SAY 
"WELL  DONE" 

•  PRECIOUS  MEMORIES 

•  WILL  THE  CIRCLE  BE  UNBROKEN 


AND 


“RAY  WALKER  IN  CONCERT” 


A  Marvelous  Hour  Of  Christian  Entertainment 

This  album  was  recorded  at  the  new  opry  house  in  Nashville,  Tennessee  before  a  live  audience  and  to 
the  accompaniment  of  Bill  Purcell  and  his  orchestra.  It  features  the  beautiful  solo  voice  of  Ray  Walker. 
This  is  the  best  tape  of  its  type  ever  produced.  No  other  recording  like  it.  A  very  special  offer. 


A  WOUND  TIME  CANT  ERASE 
THERE  GOES  MY  EVERYTHING 
GREEN,  GREEN  GRASS  OF  HOME 
LUCKY  OLD  SUN 
OLD  MAN  RIVER 
OH  LONESOME  ME 
YOU  CAN  HAVE  HER 
YOU’LL  NEVER  WALK  ALONE 


I  BELIEVE 

WHOLE  WORLD  IN  HIS  HANDS 

DANNY  BOY 

GREEN  APPLES 

YOU  GAVE  ME  A  MOUNTAIN 

ONE  DAY  AT  A  TIME 

AMERICA 


Cermessee  ennte 

Ray's  unceasing  efforts  to  put  Christ  in  our  every  day  lives  is  truly 
an  inspiration.  If  by  chance,  you  find  yourself  somewhere  in 
America  where  Ray  Walker  is  appearing,  please  make  an  effort  to 
see  and  hear  him.  I  know  you  will  be  warmed  by  the  experience.  I 
salute  you  Ray  Walker  and  stand  behind  you  in  your  efforts  to 
bring  Christ  into  our  every  day  lives. 


These  tapes  are  truly  a  treasure  and  are  priced  at  only  $8.95  each.  They  also  make  the  perfect  gift. 
These  attractively  packaged  recordings  may  be  obtained  by  writing  Dallas  Christian  Sound,  or  by  com¬ 
pleting  the  order  form  below. 

—  HOLIDAY  SPECIAL  —  GET  ONE  TAPE  FOR  $8.95  OR  TWO  TAPES  FOR  $17.00  — 


DALLAS 

CHRISTIAN  SOUND 

P.  O.  Box  17594 
Fort  Worth,  Texas  76102 


PLEASE  RUSH: 

□  “It  Is  Mo  Secret  What  God  Can  Do” 

□  “Ray  Walker  In  Concert” 

Name  _ _ 


Address 
City _ 


.  State  . 


Zip. 


LIFETIME  GUARANTEE  ON  ALL  DALLAS  CHRISTIAN  SOUND  TAPES.  NOT  AVAILABLE  IN  STORES. 


14  bishops  receive  close-up  view 
of  nuclear  arms,  faithful  workers 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

OAK  RIDGE,  Tenn  — Fourteen  United 
Methodist  bishops  came  to  the  hometown 
of  nuclear  weaponry  last  week  to  talk 
with  people  who  make  them. 

Dozens  of  those  workers  are  devout 
United  Methodists. 

The  religious  leaders  toured  Oak 
Ridge’s  nuclear  weapons  plant  and  na¬ 
tional  laboratory  as  part  of  a  two-day 
conference,  “In  Defense  of  Creation.” 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  L.  Carder,  senior 
minister  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Oak  Ridge,  organized  the 
event.  It  brought  together  religious  lead¬ 
ers  and  the  dozens  of  scientists  and  engi¬ 
neers  in  his  congregation  to  discuss 
nuclear  issues. 

He  contends  that  scientists  and  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  working  together  can 
"strengthen  the  church’s  credibility  in 
grappling  with  world  problems.” 

Oak  Ridge,  population  28,000,  is  home 
of  the  world’s  first  nuclear  reactor,  com¬ 
pleted  in  1943  as  part  of  the  wartime 
Manhattan  Project.  Now  the  city  is  home 
to  a  modern  weapons  plant  as  well  as  nu¬ 
clear  research  facilities  directed  toward 
peaceful  uses. 


‘I  was  impressed  by  the 
brilliance  of  the  scientists 
who  designed  it.  But  I 
was  saddened,  loo.’ 

— Bishop  Neil  Irons 


"I  want  to  compliment  the  bishops  on 
their  bravery,”  he  said  of  the  episcopal 
document  on  the  nuclear  crisis.  “What 
they’ve  done  is  a  very  necessary  thing.” 

He  urged  them,  however,  to  work  to 
persuade  world  leaders  to  approve  veri¬ 
fiable  nuclear  arms  treaties  rather  than 
simply  condemning  nuclear  weapons. 


Impressed  but  saddened 

“It  was  instructive,”  Bishop  Neil  Irons 
(New  Jersey  Area)  said  after  visiting  the 
weapons  plant.  “I  was  impressed  by  the 
brilliance  of  the  scientists  who  designed  it. 

“But  I  was  saddened,  too,  because  of 
the  capacity  of  those  weapons  to  termi¬ 
nate  or  alter  life  as  it  is  meant  to  exist. 

"All  of  this  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  polit¬ 
ical  process.  The  people  who  produce  the 
technology  will  not  be  the  ones  who  de¬ 
cide  how  it  is  used  in  the  long  run." 

The  bishop  said  theologians  and  scien¬ 
tists  alike  must  work  together  in  helping 
shape  wise  political  decisions. 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  in  its  1986  Pastoral  Letter  from 
which  last  week’s  conference  got  its 
name,  called  for  elimination  of  the  nu¬ 
clear  threat.  The  letter  said  the  use  of 
weapons  to  deter  war  “cannot  receive 
the  church’s  blessing.” 

Dr.  John  Googan,  a  senior  staff  consul¬ 
tant  for  Martin  Marietta  Energy  Sys¬ 
tems,  argued  during  last  week’s 
discussions  that  those  weapons  have  pre¬ 
vented  war. 

“We  make  nuclear  weapons  because 
we  must,  not  because  we  want  to,”  the 
Sunday-school  teacher  and  nationally 
known  expert  on  nuclear  weapons  told 
the  bishops.  The  remark  came  during  the 
exchange  of  views  on  weapons  produc¬ 
tion,  national  defense,  and  nuclear  war. 


‘Genie  is  out  of  the  bottle’ 

Dave  Bartine,  director  of  the  Strategic 
Defense  Initiative  (“Star  Wars”)  project 
for  Martin  Marietta,  said,  “The  funda¬ 
mental  fact  is  the  genie  is  out  of  the  bot¬ 
tle,  and  it  cannot  be  put  back  in.” 

Bishops  and  scientists  alike  laid  claim 
to  being  people  in  quest  of  genuine 
peace— "God’s  shalom,"  as  described  by 
Bishop  David  Lawson  (Wisconsin  Area) 
in  the  conference’s  keynote  address. 

As  one  observer  said,  the  roles  of  the 
two  groups  complement  each  other — the 
bishops  as  “peacemakers,”  the  nuclear 
weapons  makers  as  “peacekeepers"— 
until  “real  peace  can  be  made.” 

Ken  Somerfeld,  a  United  Methodist 
who  heads  the  uranium  enrichment  pro¬ 
gram  at  Oak  Ridge,  sounded  the  com¬ 
mon  theme  when  he  told  the  Reporter,  “I 
would  gladly  give  up  my  job  if  we  could 
achieve  total  disarmament  and  peace. 

“But  unilateral  disarmament  also 
might  mean  a  loss  of  freedom.” 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area) 
said  that  the  bishops’  Pastoral  Letter, 
“In  Defense  of  Creation,”  isn’t  meant  to 
be  the  last  word. 

"What  we’re  doing  here  is  precisely 
what  we  dreamed  might  be  possible,”  he 
said  of  the  discussions. 


of  us.  Too  often  we  have  denied  ourselves 
the  rich  opportunity  of  a  mutual  search 
for  wisdom.” 

He  noted  that  71  percent  of  the  na¬ 
tion's  $58  billion  budget  for  research 
goes  for  military  research. 

“The  perspectives,  value  commit¬ 
ments,  and  distortions  that  trouble  our 
modern  world  are  not  technological  in 
nature,”  Bishop  Lawson  said.  “The  pov¬ 
erty,  hunger,  injustice  and  violence  of 
war  grows  out  of  fundamental  flaws  in 
the  humane  commitment  of  this  world’s 
leaders. 

“The  church  knows  that  this  sin  must 
be  named  and  challenged.” 

Dr.  Loucas  G.  Christophorou,  a  corpo¬ 
rate  fellow  for  Martin  Marietta  Energy 
Systems,  which  runs  the  Oak  Ridge  facil¬ 
ities,  said,  “A  true  complementary  be- 
tween  science  and  religion  is 
indispensable  for  human  unity  and  suri 
vival. 

"We  scientists  and  engineers  thus  look 
to  you,  the  religious  leaders,  to  help  mod¬ 
ern  man  reaffirm  and  sharpen  his  ethics 
and  values.” 

Nuclear  arms  exist,  he  said,  because 
society — or  its  political  leaders — consid¬ 
ers  them  necessary  for  security. 

Nations  keep  building  their  arsenals 
because  each  fears  what  the  other  side 
will  develop,  he  said. 


Weapons  pose  ethical  dilemma 

Dr.  A.  M.  Weinberg,  a  pioneer  in  nucle¬ 
ar  weapons  and  a  self-described  “defen- 
senik,’’  agreed  that  the  deterrence 
doctrine  of  mutual  terror  poses  an  ethi¬ 
cal  dilemma,  even  if  war  has  been  avoid¬ 
ed  for  the  past  42  years. 

He  called  instead  for  development  of  a 
nuclear  defense,  accompanied  by  a  re¬ 
duction  of  nuclear  weapons. 

Bishop  Lawson  said,  “The  historic 
struggle  between  church  and  the  scien¬ 
tific  community  is  no  compliment  to  any 


Science  speaks  of  horror 

“And  yet  our  security  is  evasive,  and 
our  defenses  are  vulnerable,”  Dr.  Chris¬ 
tophorou  said.  “No  nation  can  win  a  nu¬ 
clear  war.  Science  speaks  clearly  of  only 
the  horror. 

“If  we  rely  on  terror  to  keep  the  peace, 
is  it  not  obvious  that  the  worse  the  terror, 
the  better  the  chance  for  peace?  And  is 
this  not— as  physicist  Victor  Weisskopf 
put  it— a  diverging  process  that  will  ulti¬ 
mately  lead  to  an  explosion?” 

Society,  then,  needs  the  help  of  reli- 
gious  leaders  to  understand  and  to  defuse 
the  causes  of  war,  Dr.  Christophorou  said. 

Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  (Missouri  Area) 
said,  “We  are  all  God’s  children.  God  loves 
us  all.  If  we  don’t  come  together  eventual¬ 
ly,  we're  all  going  to  die  together." 

Dr.  Weinberg  proposed  putting  “the 
genie  back  into  the  bottle”  by  developing 
a  "profound  religious  taboo”  rooted  deep 
in  all  religions  based  on  the  “sanctifica¬ 
tion  of  Hiroshima,”  where  the  first  atom¬ 
ic  bomb  exploded. 

At  the  closing  worship  in  the  First 
UMC  sanctuary,  the  mood  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  seemed  captured  in  a  stanza  from 
the  hymn,  “Amazing  Grace”: 

“Twas  grace  that  taught  my  heart  to 
fear,  and  grace  my  fears  relieved  — M  * 
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Conflict  can 
hurt 
inarriages 

From  Baptist  Press 

\X5LORIETA,  N.M.— While  differences 
aOract  husbands  and  wives  as  much  as  sim¬ 
ilarities,  those  differences  often  cause 
disagreements. 

CRobbye  and  Britton  Wood  of  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  delivered  that  message  to 
about  550  people  at  the  Fall  Festival  of 
Marriage  at  the  Glorieta  Baptist  Confer¬ 
ence  Center. 

While  differences  can  work  to  strength¬ 
en  a  marriage,  conflicts  that  arise  from 
those  differences  must  be  dealt  with  in  a 
positive  way,  the  Woods  said. 
^“Disagreements  are  usually  absent  of 
dnger  while  conflicts  have  the  presence 
of  anger.”  said  Mr.  Wood,  a  family  min¬ 
istries  consultant. 

-Husbands  and  wives  have  often  grown 
up  in  households  with  different  conflict- 
njanagement  styles,  he  said  As  a  result, 
they  must  learn  to  deal  with  each  other’s 
way  of  handling  disputes  until  a  mutual 
agreement  on  how  to  settle  a  conflict 
can  be  worked  out. 

The  Woods  call  that  process  "creative 
use  of  conflict.” 

"No  relationship  is  without  conflict,” 
Mr.  Wood  said.  "You  either  have  conflict, 
QT  you’re  just  not  honest  about  it.” 

The  two  said  inappropriate  ways  for 
handling  conflict  include  shouting,  at¬ 
tacking  third  parties,  sulking  or  "power” 
pouting,  bringing  up  the  conflict  in  front 
of  others,  denial  or  avoidance,  and  physi¬ 
cal  or  verbal  abuse. 

To  settle  conflicts,  a  couple  must  be 
committed  to  the  growth  of  the  relation¬ 
ship,  and  they  must  find  a  communica¬ 
tions  style  that  works  for  them,  Mr. 
Wood  said. 

.^I’Most  importantly,  couples  must  be 
a^are  that  conflict  arises  from  deep 
feelings,"  he  said. 

Mrs.  Wood,  chair  of  a  preparatory 
school  English  department,  said,  "If  you 
jffnd  out  what  is  causing  this  person  to 
feel  so  strongly  about  the  conflict,  this 
conflict  can  eventually  lead  to  intimacy.” 

;  The  Woods  gave  as  an  example  a  con¬ 
flict  they  had  recently  over  his  hoarding 
of  magazines.  One  day  Mrs.  Wood  threw 
all  the  magazines  into  the  trash,  making 
Mr.  Wood  furious. 

-  After  the  anger  subsided,  the  two  took 
time  to  find  out  why  each  was  so  angry 
about  the  other’s  habits. 

It  turned  out  that  Mrs.  Wood  was 
afraid  Mr.  Wood  would  become  a  "pack 
rat”  like  his  grandfather  and  junk  up  the 
bouse.  He  discovered  he  kept  magazines 
because  of  his  thirst  for  knowledge. 

“When  we  worked  out  the  basic  conflict, 
we  began  to  be  able  to  see  the  other’s  feel¬ 
ings  and  deal  with  it.”  Mr.  Wood  said. 

Mrs.  Wood  added,  "Approaching  conflict 
in^his  way  can  be  a  win-win  situation." 


Westley  (Cary  Elwes)  protects  Buttercup  (Robin  Wright)  from  danger  in  a  scene  from  "The  Princess  Bride.”  The 
Act  III  Communications  production,  directed  by  Rob  Reiner,  is  a  film  version  of  William  Goldman’s  comic  tale  of 
true  love  and  high  adventure. 

Movie  Review 

6 The  Princess  Bride’  wants  viewers 
to  see  comic  story  of  fantasy  world 


ByHILEYH.  WARD 

If  you  lose  sight  of  the  dimension  and 
scope  of  your  life,  take  time  out  for  the 
movie,  "The  Princess  Bride,”  and  realize 
that  life  is  a  story. 

Some  children’s  fairy-tale  and  fantasy 
movies  are  more  intent  on  having  the 
hero  or  heroine  wandering  the  weird  for¬ 
ests  and  terrain  of  a  make-believe  world 
of  creatures  and  gadgets  than  in  telling  a 
story.  Such  movies  are  more  likely  to 
send  up  a  tribute  to  special  effects  than 
anything  else. 

"The  Princess  Bride”  wants  young 
readers  to  enter  a  story  book  world  and 
to  be  told  a  story. 

Narrator  enhances  story 

The  sense  of  story  is  enhanced  by  hav¬ 
ing  a  narrator — a  grandfather  played  by 
Peter  Falk— read  a  book  to  his  young 
grandson  (Fred  Savage).  The  boy,  in  bed 
with  the  flu,  is  more  interested  in  play¬ 
ing  his  computer  baseball  game. 

The  grandfather  unwraps  the  book 
slowly  and  says  it  is  a  story  his  own 
grandfather  had  read  to  him  years  ago. 
(Actually,  the  book  is  a  popular  novel  of 
some  years  ago  by  William  Goldman,  the 
Academy  Award  winner  who  did  the 
movie’s  screenplay.) 

The  grandfather  reads  the  tale  of  two 
young  people  who  found  true  love— the 
lovely  Buttercup  and  the  handsome 
Westley. 

When  the  story  gets  a  little  slow,  the 


film  cuts  to  the  boy  asking  his  grandfa¬ 
ther  to  get  to  “the  good  parts." 

When  at  last  they  get  to  the  end— 
where  predictably  Buttercup  (Robin 
Wright)  is  saved  from  marriage  to  the 
corrupt,  wimpy  Prince  Humperdinck  by 
the  handsome,  daring  Westley  (Cary 
Elwes)  and  Westley  is  about  to  kiss  her— 
the  grandfather  closes  the  book  and  says: 
"You  don’t  want  to  hear  the  rest  of  it. 
There’s  kissing.” 

The  boy,  of  course,  by  this  time  urges 
him  to  read  all  of  it  to  the  very  end 

Adults  like  humor 

What  makes  the  melodrama  accept¬ 
able  for  adults  is  not  only  the  charming 
weaving  of  the  boy  and  the  consciousness 
of  words  and  story  into  reality  but  the 
use  of  humor. 

There  are  many  ridiculous  characters 
and  sight  gags  that  invite  comparison  to 
the  films  of  Mel  Brooks.  But  Mr.  Brooks 
is  more  interested  in  ethnic  humor  and 
one  liners.  He  does  not  develop  the  ac¬ 
tion  or  the  supporting  characters. 

In  "The  Princess  Bride"  all  the  char¬ 
acters  are  funny  and  lovable.  No  wonder. 

Director  Rob  Reiner,  who  did  the  suc¬ 
cessful  “Stand  By  Me"  last  year,  gleaned 
his  characters  from  comedy  shows  on 
both  sides  of  the  Atlantic:  Bill  Crystal, 
“Mad  Max  the  Miracle  Worker,”  is  from 
"Saturday  Night  Live”;  Mel  Smith,  the 
keeper  of  the  “Pit  of  Despair,"  is  from 
the  English  series,  "Not  the  Nine  O'Clock 


News";  Peter  Cook,  the  “Impressive  Cler¬ 
gyman,"  is  from  "Beyond  the  Fringe." 

Wallace  Shaw,  a  playwright  and  comic 
personality  who  has  been  in  Woody  Allen 
movies,  is  a  tiny  leader  of  a  small  band 
of  kidnappers.  It  includes  the  French 
professional  wrestler  who  goes  by  the 
name  Andre  the  Giant  (and  why  not?  He 
stands  7-foot-5  and  weighs  525  pounds) . 

Nearly  all  the  action  is  given  a  soft 
touch  and  interiorization.  When  the  hero 
is  about  to  lead  an  assault  on  the  castle, 
someone  says,  "Have  a  good  time  storm¬ 
ing  the  castle.” 

Little  violence  shown 

There  is  very  little  real  violence  in 
this  movie.  One  disgusting  and  gro¬ 
tesquely  funny  animal,  a  "Rodent  of  Un¬ 
usual  Size,”  has  an  unfortunate  fate,  but 
if  he  didn't,  kids  might  dream  about  him. 

The  archvillain  has  an  unhappy  fate. 
But  who  said  everything  is  perfect  in  a 
fairy  tale?  Hero  Westley,  who  looks  like 
a  young  Errol  Flynn,  intones:  "Life  is 
pain.  Anyone  who  says  otherwise  is  sell¬ 
ing  something.” 

Take  the  kids.  Maybe  they’ll  get  the 
idea  that  a  wonderful  adventure  can  be 
found  in  story  books. 

Adults  will  get  a  bang  out  of  every  twist 
and  turn  of  action  and  words  in  a  fairy 
tale  that  is  both  adventure  and  parody. 

Dr.  Ward,  a  frequent  film  reviewer  for 
the  Reporter,  is  professor  of  journalism 
at  Temple  University  in  Philadelphia. 
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Class  helps  children 
from  Jewish-Christian 
clans  learn  about  faiths 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— On  a  recent  Wednesday 
afternoon  on  Manhattan's  Upper  West 
Side,  a  teacher  told  a  group  of  12-year- 
olds  how  the  Talmud  records  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  ancient  rabbis  "that  a  life  is  more 
important  than  the  Sabbath.” 

"Do  Christians  think  this  way  also?” 
one  girl  asked.  "Do  Christians  think  the 
same  as  Jews?  Is  there  a  Talmud  for 
Christianity?” 

The  class  was  not  a  typical  after- 
school  religious-education  session  in  a 
church  or  synagogue.  The  students 
weren’t  typical  either. 

In  learning  about  Judaism  and  Chris¬ 
tianity,  each  was  discovering  something 
about  his  or  her  dual  heritage. 

Now  in  its  second  year,  the  interfaith 
program  at  Trinity  School  is  designed  for 
children  of  Jewish-Christian  marriages. 

Rabbi,  minister  teach  classes 

The  teachers  are  Conservative  Rabbi 
Lavey  Derby,  on  the  staff  of  New  York’s 
92nd  Street  joint  Young  Men’s  and  Wom¬ 
en's  Hebrew  Association,  and  the  Rev. 
Richard  Spalding  of  Central  Presbyteri¬ 
an  Church. 

The  students  in  the  class  are  atypical 
in  other  ways,  as  demonstrated  by  their 
classroom  chatter  ("That's  irrelevant.” 
"Define  your  terms.”)  and  the  level  of  in¬ 
struction.  (No  one  blinked  an  eye  when 
Rabbi  Derby  explained  what  an  apodic- 
tic  commandment  is.) 

Before  the  junior  high  group  assem¬ 
bled  for  their  class,  a  group  of  fifth-  and 
sixth-graders  had  beenin  the  same 
room,  drawing  symbols  of  the  Jewish 
Shabbat  and  the  Christian  Advent  and 
pasting  them  on  paper  plates  that  would 
eventually  form  wheels  of  the  annual  cy¬ 
cle  of  holidays  of  the  two  faiths. 

"Advent  is  the  season  of  waiting,”  Mr. 
Spalding  told  the  group.  One  pupil  sym¬ 
bolized  it  with  a  chair  ("because  you  sit 
in  a  chair  and  wait”)  and  another  drew  a 
little  box  with  a  question  mark,  which 
the  clergyman  pronounced  an  “excellent 
Advent  symbol.” 

Families  combine  religions 

In  interviews  following  a  recent  class, 
several  of  the  junior  high  students  in  the 
program  described  how  their  families 
combine  Jewish  and  Christian  symbols 
during  the  December  holiday  season. 

"We  put  a  menorah  under  the  Christ¬ 
mas  tree,"  one  girl  said.  Another  chimed 
in,  "We  drape  a  Happy  Hanukkah'  sign 
across  the  Christmas  tree.” 

None  of  the  students  interviewed  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  parents  with  a  strong  at¬ 
tachment  to  institutional  religion. 

“I’ve  never  gone  to  a  synagogue,  and 
we  don't  go  to  church,”  one  girl  said. 


Another  volunteered.  "We  are  very 
loose  about  it.  I  don’t  consider  myself  ei¬ 
ther.  really." 

And  one  of  the  boys  said  he  and  his 
parents  are  "not  religious— not  at  all.” 

Whether  these  children  and  others  of 
interfaith  marriages  will  eventually 
make  personal  commitments  remains  to 
be  seen.  But  their  parents  say  marrying 
a  person  from  another  faith  has  deep¬ 
ened  their  own  religious  understanding 
and  commitment. 

The  program  at  Trinity  School  may  be 
the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  But 
its  existence  demonstrates  that  interfaith 
families  are  growing  in  number  and  con¬ 
cerned  about  giving  their  children  a 
grounding  in  both  religious  heritages. 

Writer  starts  program 

The  program  was  largely  the  brain¬ 
child  of  Lee  Ferguson  Gruzen,  a  free¬ 
lance  writer  and  Episcopalian  whose 
husband,  architect  Jordan  Gruzen.  is  a 
Conservative  Jew. 

In  her  new  book,  "Raising  Your  Jew¬ 
ish-Christian  Child,”  Ms.  Gruzen  tells 
how,  after  she  and  her  husband  married 
in  1976  and  their  daughters  were  born, 
the  couple  began  to  develop  a  greater 
consciousness  of  an  appreciation  for 
their  own  religious  backgrounds. 

"I  realized  that  essentially  our  genera¬ 
tion  is  the  first  to  struggle  openly  with  the 
question  of  how  to  raise  our  Jewish/Chris¬ 
tian  children,"  Ms.  Gruzen  said. 

Looking  for  models,  she  interviewed 
hundreds  of  interfaith  parents  and  chil¬ 
dren  across  the  country,  as  well  as  soci¬ 
ologists,  educators  and  clergy. 

What  she  found,  she  said,  is  that  “there 
are  no  formulas  or  models  to  copy,  at 
least  not  for  now.  as  the  dynamics  of 
Jewish/Christian  relationships  are  shift¬ 
ing  so  rapidly." 

But  Ms.  Gruzen  also  discovered  that 
"the  call  for  an  easy  comfortable  intro¬ 
duction  to  aspects  of  both  religions  was 
almost  unanimously  sounded  in  my  in¬ 
terviews  with  adult  children.” 

Clergy  of  both  faiths  generally  frown 
on  intermarriages  Rabbinic  associations 
have  been  particularly  vocal  in  warning 
that  such  unions  represent  a  threat  to  the 
future  of  Judaism,  especially  if  the  Jew¬ 
ish  partner  converts  to  Christianity. 

But  Ms.  Gruzen  cites  research  con¬ 
ducted  for  the  American  Jewish  Com¬ 
mittee  by  Brooklyn  College  sociologist 
Egon  Mayer  that  found  "one-third  of  all 
intermarriages  involve  a  conversion  to 
Judaism  while  fewer  than  one-tenth  in¬ 
volve  conversion  to  Christianity.” 

“The  largest  proportion  of  intermar¬ 
riages  remain  religious  and  ethnically 
mixed  marriages  without  conversion,” 
the  study  found. 


History  of  Hymns 


1988  General  Conference  adds  to  Missouri’s  long  Methodist  history 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Several  thousand 
United  Methodists  from  around  the  globe 
will  gather  in  St.  Louis  in  April  1988  for 
Hie  church’s  quadrennial  lawmaking  as¬ 
sembly.  Missouri  Methodism  has  a  long 
and  distinguished  past,  some  of  which  is 
recounted  here  in  this  special  feature  by 
Walter  N.  Vernon,  foremost  historian  of 
the  Wesleyan  movement  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

By  WALTER  N.  VERNON 

The  1988  General  Conference  will  mark 
at  least  the  fourth  time  a  top  Methodist 
legislative  session  has  met  in  St.  Louis. 

Missouri  has  been  the  scene  of  seven 
previous  legislative  assemblies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  predeces¬ 
sor  bodies. 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church.  South,  met  in  St. 
Louis  in  1850  and  1890. 

.  The  1896  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
General  Conference  was  in  Kansas  City. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  met  in  Kansas  City  in  1928. 

In  1939,  the  uniting  conference  for  the 
three  Methodist  bodies  was  also  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City.  A  plaque  in  that  city’s  munici¬ 
pal  auditorium  commemorates  the 
historic  occasion. 

The  Methodist  Church’s  1944  General 
Conference  returned  to  that  same  place. 

.  An  adjourned  session  of  the  United 


Methodist  General  Conference  met  in  St. 
Louis  in  1970.  That  session  made  history 
when  it  was  terminated  for  lack  of  a  quo¬ 
rum  of  delegates. 

Methodists  arrive  in  1807 

Methodism  has  been  present  in  Mis¬ 
souri  for  180  years. 

In  1807  William  McKendree,  Jesse 
Walker  and  John  Travis  walked  45  miles 
to  preach  at  a  camp  meeting  near  St. 
Louis  and  conduct  the  first  Methodist 
service  of  Holy  Communion  in  what  was 
to  become,  14  years  later,  the  nation’s 
24th  state. 

Today  Missouri  counts  about  213,000 
United  Methodists — 93,500  in  the  Missou¬ 
ri  East  Annual  Conference  and  119,400  in 
Missouri  West  conference. 

The  state  has  about  1,000  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches.  The  Manchester  United 
Methodist  Church  in  western  St.  Louis 
County  is  largest,  with  3,000  members. 

Mr.  McKendree  and  Mr.  Walker  de¬ 
serve  the  most  credit  for  spreading 
Christianity  in  the  Mississippi  Valley. 

One  consequence  of  their  work  was  that 
Missouri  has  since  produced  at  least  nine 
United  Methodist  bishops — most  recently, 
Charles  C.  Selecman,  Ivan  Lee  Holt,  Monk 
Bryan  and  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt. 

Other  Missouri  clergy  and  laypeople 
have  played  prominent  roles  in  the  de¬ 


nomination's  boards  and  agencies. 

Missourians  further  joined  other  Meth¬ 
odists  in  the  changing  outlook  in  theology 
in  the  1920s.  For  example,  the  Rev. 
Walter  Hearn,  born  in  Soochow,  China,  of 
Southern  Methodist  missionary  parents, 
was  challenged  as  unorthodox  by  other 
missionaries. 

After  being  called  back  to  the  United 
States,  he  began  a  25-year  career  as  pro¬ 
fessor  in  what  then  was  the  Missouri  Bi¬ 
ble  College  in  Columbia. 

1st  meeting  house  built  in  1816 

Missouri’s  first  Methodist  meeting  house 
was  built  as  early  as  1814  at  Bellevue.  Mo. 
That  building  is  considered  the  first 
church  structure  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

By  1816  a  Missouri  conference  was  or¬ 
ganized.  including  Missouri,  Arkansas, 
Illinois  and  most  of  Indiana. 

Missouri  Methodists  were  reported 
numbering  1,543  in  1821.  By  1844  enough 
German  Methodist  churches  existed  in 
St.  Louis  alone  to  constitute  an  entire 
district. 

The  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  or¬ 
ganized  nationally  in  1830,  grew  to  1,800 
members  in  Missouri  by  1854. 

When  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
divided  north  and  south  in  1846  over  twin 
issues— slavery  and  the  power  of  the 
General  Conference  concerning  bish¬ 
ops— Methodists  in  Missouri  numbered 
nearly  24,000. 

Many  Missouri  Methodists  deplored  and 
spoke  against  the  division  but  believed  it 
to  be  better  than  discord  and  hostility 
among  members  of  the  same  church. 

Missouri  Methodist  delegates  to  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  voted  86-14  to  go  into  the 
new  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Split  causes  friction 

Feelings  were  intense  during  these 
years.  Both  northern  and  southern 
churches  were  in  turmoil,  each  trying  to 
gain  ascendancy. 

In  St.  Louis  by  1855,  the  First  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  counted  al¬ 
most  300  white  and  eight  “colored” 
members.  They  were  able  to  build  what 
the  "St.  Louis  Christian  Advocate”  called 
"a  magnificent  edifice  .  .  .  costing 
$34,000"  on  a  lot  “costing  $16,000.” 

The  church  announced  that  pews 
would  be  rented,  although  the  denomina¬ 
tional  Book  of  Discipline  urged  “free 
seats,  wherever  practicable." 

At  the  dedication  of  the  new  church, 
all  the  pews  were  filled,  and  many  peo¬ 
ple  had  to  stand  during  the  sermon  “for 
one  hour  and  thirty-five  minutes." 

Today’s  Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church  is  the  lineal  successor  of  that 
first  congregation. 

During  the  Civil  War,  the  Union  Meth¬ 


odist  Episcopal  Church  in  St.  Louis,  a 
northern-church  congregation,  required 
converts  to  stand  under  the  U.S.  flag  and 
swear  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

Southern  churches  seized 

Some  Southern  Methodist  churches 
were  seized  by  Union  soldiers  and  turned 
over  to  Methodist  Episcopal  (northern 
church)  pastors. 

After  the  war,  black  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
wanted  their  own  denomination.  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  what  now  is  the  Christian  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  was  organized  in  1870. 

By  1873,  the  Missouri-Kansas  confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Christian  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  had  been  organized. 

Blacks  in  the  northern  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  had  been  organized  into  a 
separate  conference  by  1886. 

By  1877,  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Missouri  had  about  33,000 
members;  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  South,  49,000;  and  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church,  3,380 

By  1900,  in  what  some  have  called  a 
prelude  to  the  uniting  of  the  three 
churches  in  1939,  Missouri  Methodists 
were  working  to  eliminate  overlapping 
and  competition  among  the  churches  in 
the  state.  A  number  of  local  mergers  had 
taken  place. 

Many  institutions  established 

Methodists  in  Missouri  early  began  to 
establish  significant  institutions. 

Central  College  in  Fayette,  Mo.,  was 
launched  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  in  1857,  succeeding  nu¬ 
merous  smaller  schools. 

Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  was 
established  in  Kansas  City  in  1892,  and 
National  College  was  launched  there  in 
1899  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Wom¬ 
en’s  Home  Missionary  Society. 

Scarritt  was  moved  to  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  in  1924.  National  College  was 
merged  with  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
in  1964. 

The  Methodist  Protestants  founded 
Kansas  City  University  in  1894-95.  It  was 
sold  to  the  United  Brethren  in  1926  but 
closed  a  few  years  later. 

Altogether,  about  60  educational  acad¬ 
emies,  high  schools,  colleges,  institutes, 
seminaries  and  universities  have  been 
started  by  various  Methodist  agencies 
and  conferences  in  the  state. 

Barnes  Hospital  in  St.  Louis  is  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  other  types  of  church-related 
institutions  in  Missouri.  Facilities  for 
children  and  the  elderly  as  well  as  neigh¬ 
borhood  houses  have  been  established. 

In  the  past  decade,  Gambrill  Gardens 
in  St.  Louis  has  emerged  as  a  retirement 
community  serving  almost  200  people. 
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ST.  LOUIS— The  Alfonso  J.  Cervantes  Convention  and  Exhibition  Center 
is  to  house  all  sessions  of  the  1988  General  Conference.  Opened  in  1977,  the 
$36-million  center  includes  large  exhibit  areas  for  plenary  sessions  and  doz¬ 
ens  of  meeting  rooms  for  legislative  committees  and  conference  service  of¬ 
fices.  The  Cervantes  Center  has  also  housed  national  meetings  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


‘Come,  Ye  Thankful  People’ 
invites  signs  of  gratitude 


Come,  ye  thankful  people ,  come. 
Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home! 

All  is  safely  gathered  in. 

Ere  the  winter  storms  begin: 

God.  our  Maker,  doth  provide 
For  our  wants  to  be  supplied: 

Come  to  God's  own  temple,  come, 
Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Those  who  live  in  rural  communities 
are  more  aware  of  harvesting  crops  than 
those  who  live  in  urban  areas.  Nonethe¬ 
less,  "Come,  Ye  Thankful  People, 
Come,"  a  hymn  long  associated  with  the 
Thanksgiving  season,  will  be  sung  in 
many  churches,  both  city  and  country, 
throughout  the  land. 

The  hymn  is  an  invitation  for  us  to  ex¬ 
press  gratitude  from  thankful  hearts  for 
God’s  bounty.  Stanzas  two  and  three  re¬ 
fer  to  the  parable  of  the  tares  and  Jesus’ 
explanation  of  the  parable  as  recorded  in 
Matthew  13:24-30,  36-43. 

Henry  Alford,  the  author  of  these  lines, 
was  an  Anglican  clergyman.  A  noted 
scholar,  theologian,  poet,  writer  and  mu¬ 


sician,  he  had  a  distinguished  career  in 
the  Church  of  England. 

A  little  more  than  a  dozen  years  after 
he  wrote  the  hymn  in  1844,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  dean  of  Canterbury  Cathedral, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1871. 

Living  a  full  and  productive  life,  Al¬ 
ford  was  involved  in  many  activities. 
One  of  his  friends  commented  that  at  the 
end  of  a  demanding  day,  Alford  would 
"stand  up.  as  at  the  end  of  a  meal,  and 
thank  God  for  what  he  had  received.” 

The  music  we  sing  for  Alford’s  hymn 
was  composed  in  1858  by  George  J.  El- 
vey  for  the  words  of  another  hymn. 
Three  years  later  a  London  hymnal  put 
Elvey’s  music  with  Alford’s  words,  and 
they  have  been  inseparable  ever  since. 

At  age  19  Elvey  became  organist  at  St. 
George’s  Chapel  in  Windsor,  home 
church  of  England's  royal  family.  During 
his  47  years  of  continuous  service  there, 
he  played  for  many  services  involving 
the  royal  family.  He  was  knighted  by 
Queen  Victoria  in  1871 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Come.  Thou  Long-expected  Jesus" 


Catholics  pass  Anglicans 
as  Australia’s  largest  group 


By  ALAN  GILL 
Religious  News  Service 

SYDNEY,  Australia— The  Roman 
Catholic  Church  has  overtaken  the  Angli¬ 
can  Church  to  become  Australia’s  larg¬ 
est  religious  denomination. 

Figures  from  the  1986  census  also 
show  Judaism  fourth  in  strength  among 
the  country’s  non-Christian  religions,  be¬ 
hind  Hinduism,  Buddhism  and  Islam. 

According  to  the  census  figures,  the 
vast  majority  of  Australians  (73.02  per¬ 
cent,  or  11.1  million  people)  regard 
themselves  as  Christians. 

That  is  a  decrease  from  the  77.8  per¬ 
cent  registered  in  1981. 

Just  less  than  2  million  Australians— 
12.69  percent,  or  1.9  million  people— said 
that  they  had  “no  religion"  last  year. 
That  compares  to  10.8  percent  in  1981. 

In  response  to  a  request  from  human¬ 
ist  groups,  a  category  was  labeled  “Non- 
theistic  Religion”  for  the  first  time  in  the 
1986  census.  That  drew  4,807  responses, 
or  0.03  percent. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  claims 
26.25  percent  of  the  Australian  popula¬ 
tion  as  adherents,  a  total  of  nearing  4 
million.  The  percentage  in  1981  was  26 


percent. 

Anglicans  claim  23.67  percent,  or  3.6 
million  people,  compared  to  26.1  percent 
in  1981. 

In  the  third  place  is  the  Uniting 
Church,  with  7.56  percent,  or  1.1  Austra¬ 
lians.  It  is  followed  by  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (3.62  percent.  548,746  adherents) 
and  the  Orthodox,  who  have  not  been 
subdivided  into  Greek,  Russian  or  other 
branches  (2.8  percent.  425,297  adherents). 

Figures  for  the  smaller  Christian  tra¬ 
ditions  include  Lutherans  (1.34  percent, 
203,387  adherents),  Pentecostals  (0.69 
percent,  104,764  adherents)  and  Salvation 
Army  (0.49  percent.  74,591  adherents). 

Among  the  non-Christian  faiths,  Islam 
is  in  the  strongest  position,  with  108,923 
adherents.  That  represents  0.72  percent 
of  the  population. 

Islam  is  followed  by  Buddhism  (0.52 
percent,  79,501  adherents)  and  Hinduism 
(0.14  percent.  21,093  followers). 

Judaism,  which  is  no  longer  given  the 
appellation  of  “Hebrew,”  represented 
0.45  percent  of  the  population,  with 
68,896  adherents.  It  recorded  a  modest 
growth  against  the  0.40  percent  recorded 
in  1981. 
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Give  A  Special  Gift  This  Year ! 

Dear  Mr.  Bridges: 

In  Thanksgiving  for  being  able  to  provide  for  the  services  of  MacDonell  rather  than  needing  them,  I  wish  to  send  this  gift 
every: 

□  Week  □  Month  □  Year 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  help. 

NAME: _ _ _ — - 

ADDRESS: - - 

CITY:  _ _ STATE: _ ZIP: - 

Send  to:  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services,  Inc. 

1210  E.  Main  St.,  Houma,  La.  70363. 


iHaclonell  United  Methodist 
(Etjildren’s  S’eruicea  3nc. 

1210  E.  Main  St.  Houma,  La.  70363 


Notes  from . . . 

The  Executive  Director 
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Dear  Friends, 

Christmas  cards  are  more  than  a  wonderful  holiday  tradition.  They  are  a  way  of  sharing  the 
warmth  of  the  Christmas  season  with  special  friends  both  far  and  near.  We  at  McDonnell  would 
again  this  year  like  to  give  you  the  opportunity  to  make  your  Christmas  message  even  more  mean¬ 
ingful. 

When  you  remember  us  with  a  donation,  we  will  send  a  holiday  message  for  you  in  a  beautiful 
Christmas  card  to  those  on  your  list.  The  enclosed  presentation  card  will  indicate  that  you  have 
given  a  present  to  the  children  at  MacDonell  in  their  name.  This  donation  of  five  dollars  or  more 
per  card  includes  preparation,  postage  and  mailing. 

Your  thoughtful  gift  can  help  provide  a  merrier  Christmas  for  our  children  while  it  multiplies 
your  joy  threefold  as  you  share  this  season  with  your  valued  friends  or  customers. 

If  you  would  be  interested  in  knowing  more  about  this  method  of  sharing,  please  call  (504)  868- 
8362. 

Sincerely, 

G.  J.  Bridges 
Executive  Director 

P  S.  Your  donation  is  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  of  the  law. 
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SHADY  STROLL  —  The  Memorial  Walk  Borders  the  Intracoastal  Canal  waters.  These  trees  may  be  named  in  memory  of  a 
loved  one  for  $500. 


TUCKED  AMONG  THE  TREES 
MacDonell. 


Wesley  House,  pictured  above,  is  the  director’s  home  located  at  the  main  entrance  of 


As  I  sit  down  and  begin  pulling  my 
thoughts  together,  I  find  myself  reflect¬ 
ing  over  this  past  year. 

Christmas  is  always  a  happy  time 
around  our  campus.  The  children  are  al¬ 
ways  busy  preparing  special  gifts  for 
each  other  which  they  exchange  during 
their  Annual  Christmas  Dinner.  The  past 
few  years,  our  Board  of  Directors  and 
their  spouses  have  joined  with  us  for  this 
festive  occasion.  It  is  always  an  enjoy¬ 
able  time  for  everyone  who  attends. 

Christmas  morning  was  wonderful 
thanks  to  the  generosity  of  many  caring 
people  and  organizations.  The  many  dif¬ 
ferent  donations  that  they  gave  really 
helped  fill  Santa’s  bag. 

Last  year,  Ms.  Ann  Craig,  Program  Sec¬ 
retary  with  the  National  Division  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  met  with  us 
to  discuss  a  Covenant  that  was  being  pro¬ 
posed  between  MacDonell  and  National 
Division.  Work  was  begun  on  this  Cove¬ 
nant  in  March,  and  the  finished  work  was 
approved  by  our  Governing  Board  in 
May.  This  Covenant  will  help  to  assure  a 
better  understanding  between  National 
Division  and  ourselves. 

New  Programs 

In  April,  we  began  a  new  project  here 
at  MacDonell  when  we  opened  our  Resi¬ 
dential  Family  Care  program.  This  pro¬ 
gram  is  designed  for  therapeutic 
treatment  parents  who  are  willing  to 
share  their  homes  and  families  with 
someone  who  truly  needs  them.  These 
parents  will  be  under  the  supervision  of 
Sister  Janice  Buescher,  MSW.  The  chil¬ 
dren  will  range  in  age  from  four  to  14. 
To  date,  we  have  two  children  placed  in 
this  program,  and  are  in  the  process  of 
recruiting  more  families. 

Work  was  begun  in  the  Spring  for  the 
1987  Volunteer  Activists  Gala.  This  gala, 
which  is  sponsored  by  D.  H.  Holmes,  Co. 
Ltd.  and  Germaine  Monteil  Cosmetiques, 
was  implemented  to  honor  the  outstand¬ 
ing  volunteers  in  our  tri-parish  area. 
This  year,  the  gala  was  held  on  October 
2,  at  the  Municipal  Auditorium  in  Hou¬ 
ma.  MacDonell  is  indeed  fortunate  to  be 
named  the  recipient  of  such  a  worthy 
event! 

A  new  organization  was  developed  in 
October  1986,  called  “Volunteers-Friends 
of  MacDonell.”  This  organization  was 
formed  to  educate  the  public  about  Mac¬ 
Donell,  and  to  sponsor  fund-raising 
events  for  the  agency.  In  July,  a  letter 
was  mailed  to  people  in  our  tri-parish 
area  inviting  them  to  become  a  member 
of  this  auxiliary,  and  to  help  assure  the 
continuance  of  this  mission  that  we  are 
involved  in.  Even  though  this  mailing 
was  sent  to  the  tri-parish  area  only, 
membership  is  not  limited  to  just  that 
area.  If  you  would  like  information  on 
joining  this  auxiliary,  please  call  me  at 
(504)  868-8362. 

Christmas  cards 

In  September,  we  sent  out  our  annual 
mailing  to  remind /inform  local  individ¬ 
uals  and  organizations  of  the  Christmas 
card  program.  This  card  bears  our  logo 
surrounded  by  a  beautiful  wreath.  An  in¬ 
sert  card  is  added  which  states  a  Christ¬ 
mas  gift  has  been  given  by  the  donor  to 
the  children  of  MacDonell  in  honor  of  the 
recipient.  This  program  enables  the  do¬ 
nor  to  remember  friends  and  associates. 


ing  involved  in  a  redemptive  ministry, 
helping  to  heal  not  only  the  emotional, 
but  the  sometimes  physical  wounds  of 
these  children.  It  has  always  been  our 
contention  that,  though  the  state  pro¬ 
vides  the  same  service  as  the  Church,  we 
provide  it  in  the  name  of  Christ.  It  is  ex¬ 
tremely  important  that  if  any  of  you  feel 
it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Church  to 
help  care  for  these  damaged  children, 
that  you  remember  these  children  when 
you  are  planning  the  deposition  of  your 
estates,  your  tax  planning  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  and  in  general,  your  charitable 
contributions.  If  you  would  be  interested 
in  learning  more  about  the  different 
ways  you  can  remember  our  children, 
please  let  me  know.  I  will  be  more  than 
happy  to  discuss  this  with  you. 

Providing  security 

We  have  a  therapeutic  milieu  here  at 
MacDonell  where  we  try  to  salvage  the 
lives  of  children  who  have  been  damaged 
by  circumstances  over  which  they  have 
had  no  control.  These  children  have  been 
through  so  much  before  they  reach  our 
doors,  many  of  whom  have  been  through 
three,  four  or  even  five  foster  homes. 
These  children  come  with  a  feeling  that 
nobody  cares  for  them,  that  they  can  be 
tossed  from  one  place  to  another  without 
anyone  having  any  concern  toward  their 
feelings.  So  many  children  come  to  us 
afraid  of  allowing  anyone  to  get  close  to 
them;  afraid  that  if  they  do  allow  them¬ 
selves  to  have  feelings  for  an  adult,  that 
we  will,  in  return  for  this  show  of  emo¬ 
tion,  ask  for  their  removal  as  so  many 
others  have  done. 

Our  staff  works  hard  to  provide  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  security  for  these  children  once 
they  are  placed  with  us.  We  try  to  pro¬ 
vide  as  much  of  a  “home-life”  as  possi¬ 
ble.  Each  child  is  encouraged  to  learn 
self-reliance  through  the  performance  of 
assigned  “jobs”  such  as  keeping  their 
rooms  tidy,  helping  with  the  general  up¬ 
keep  of  their  cottage,  and  to  maintain 
the  campus  in  an  attractive  condition. 
Each  child  is  encouraged  to  decorate 
their  rooms  to  suit  their  own  tastes, 
choose  their  own  clothing  when  out  shop¬ 
ping  (with  the  assistance  of  our  staff  if 
the  child  is  younger),  and  to  participate 
in  on-campus  activities  as  well  as  school 
and  county  events. 

Christian  values  are  stressed  and  for¬ 
mal  religious  instructions  are  provided, 
according  to  the  religion  of  the  child’s 
family.  Arrangements  to  attend  Sunday 
and  other  services  are  made  with  the 
nearby  Methodist  Church  and  other  area 
churches. 

I  feel  that  MacDonell  is  more  than  just 
a  residential  care  facility.  We  take  seri¬ 
ously  the  mission  that  we  do  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  to  provide  more  than  just  food 
and  shelter  for  our  children.  We  also  be¬ 
lieve  that  a  spiritual  framework  from 
which  our  children  car^take  their  values 
is  extremely  important. 

This  is  why  I  ask,  when  you  sit  down 
with  your  family  at  Thanksgiving,  and 
give  thanks  for  your  blessings,  that  you 
remember  the  children  here  at  MacDon¬ 
ell,  not  only  in  your  prayers,  but  also  in 
your  giving. 

I  wish  you  and  yours  a  Happy  Thanks¬ 
giving.  And  since  I  may  not  be  communi¬ 
cating  with  many  of  you  again  until  next 
year,  I  wish  you  a  Merry  Christmas  and 
a  safe  and  happy  New  Year. 


in  McGowan  Hall,  the  Home’s  main  dining  room. 


RUNNING  THE  SHOW  —  Gerald  J. 
Bridges  is  the  Executive  Director  at 
MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s 
Services. 

while  helping  to  provide  a  “merrier” 
Christmas  for  our  children. 

The  children’s  Arts  and  Crafts  Open 
House  was  held  in  the  middle  of  Septem¬ 
ber  again  this  year.  Invitations  were  sent 
to  their  teachers,  principals  and  social 
workers  to  come  and  view  the  crafts 
they  worked  on  during  the  summer.  This 
open  house  allows  these  people  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  see  where  our  children  live  and 
to  get  some  perspective  of  what  interests 
they  have. 

Our  children  will  be  attending  the 
Shrine  Circus  again  this  November.  This 
has  become  an  annual  excursion  for 
them  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  some  of 
our  supporters. 

Telling  our  story 
I  have  had  the  chance  to  visit  many  of 
your  churches  and  organizations  in  the 
past  year  in  order  to  acquaint  you  with  the 
problem,  not  only  at  MacDonell,  but  with 
all  church-related  agencies  that  rely  on 
the  state  for  the  bulk  of  their  support. 
With  the  reduction  in  state  fundings  and 
the  many  budget  cuts  that  have  been 
proposed  for  the  months  ahead,  we  find 
ourselves  more  and  more  dependent  on 
the  Church  and  the  private  sector  for 
support.  I  hope  that,  in  the  months  to 
come,  you  will  keep  this  agency  in  your 
prayers  and  will  allow  me  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  come  and  update  you  on  what  is 
happening  with  the  state,  and  what  this 
means  to  our  children. 

I  feel  that  it  is  vital  for  MacDonell  to 
begin  working  toward  financial  indepen¬ 
dence  from  the  state.  This  year,  as  in  the 
past,  we  have  seen  many  agencies  who 
rely  on  the  state  for  the  bulk  of  their 
funding  having  to  close  their  doors.  Oth¬ 
ers,  while  they  have  been  able  to  remain 
open,  have  had  to  reduce  the  number  of 
beds  they  have  available.  At  this  time,  I 
cannot  stress  to  you  strongly  enough  the 
need  for  you  and  the  Church  to  take  an 
active  part  in  supporting  these  missions, 
and  to  continue  to  allow  us  to  care  for 
these  children,  who  have,  through  no 
fault  of  their  own,  become  wards  of  the 
state  and  dependent  on  agencies  such  as 
MacDonell  to  help  them  rebuild  their 
lives. 

Remembering  the  children 

We  at  MacDonell  see  ourselves  as  be- 


PLAYING  BALL  —  These  children  are  having  fun  playing  ball,  which  is  one  of  the  many  on-campus  organized  activities 
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THE  HOPE  OF  ADVENT 

The  time  of  waiting  has  come. 

As  Advent  season  dawns  once  more. 

While  we  pray  for  our  hearts  to  be  opened, 

By  th*-  birth  of  Jesus  our  Lord. 

This  Advent  brings  with  it,  the  hope 
of  past  darkness  becoming  new  light. 

And  the  hope  that  hearts  will  be  reached  within. 

By  the  star  that  shone  so  bright. 

Out  lives  can  reflect  that  brightness. 

As  we  look  toward  Christmas  Day. 

By  becoming  new  persons  through  Christ  our  Lord. 

And  new  hope  will  guide  our  way. 

With  the  beginning  of  Advent  this  coming  week,  the  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odist  would  like  to  share  this  poem  with  our  readers.  It  is  written  by  Pat 
Craven  of  Blackwater  UMC  in  Baker 


179  Conference  Churches  Have  Paid  Apportionments 


Two  months  before  the  end  of  1987  the 
Conference  Office  of  Financial  Affairs 
reports  179  churches  have  paid  100  per¬ 
cent  on  all  Conference  Apportionments 
for  the  year.  As  the  mail  is  opened  in  No¬ 
vember.  other  churches  join  the  100  per¬ 
cent  Churches  for  1987. 

...  This  outstanding  report  is  evidence  of 
the  stewardship  commitment  of  the 
United  Methodists  of  Louisiana  to  be  in 
mission  throughout  the  world.  The  words 
of  John  Wesley  still  ring  true  —  "The 
World  is  our  Parish!”  We  praise  God  and 
express  deep  appreciation  for  this  excel¬ 
lent  stewardship  report. 

The  deadline  for  sending  money  to  the 
Conference  Office  for  Apportionment 
and  Insurance  payments  is  Monday,  Jan¬ 
uary  4.  1988. 

For  Advance  Special  money  to  get  to 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
projects  for  1987,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
churches  to  mail  Advance  Special  gifts 
not  later  than  Monday,  December  21, 
1987.  (Be  sure  to  include  an  Advance  Spe¬ 
cial  Sheet.) 

Churches  who  have  paid  100  percent 
on  all  Conference  Apportionments  as  of 
the  end  of  October  are  as  follows: 


FUMC  Alexandria  Dr.  Tracy  R.  Arnold 
St.  Marks  UMC  Rev.  Leon  Zordau 

Union  UMC.  Boyce  Rev.  Herbert  E. 

Green,  Sr. 

Pleasant  Grove  UMC  Rev.  James  Lowe 
First  United  Methodist 
Boyce  Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 

Lahey  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 

Sieper  UMC  Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 

David  Haas  Memorial 
UMC  Rev,  Charles  Floyd 

Evergreen  UMC  Rev.  Charles  Floyd 


Whites  Chapel  UMC 
Simpson  UMC 

St.  Marks  UMC 

Fellowship  UMC 
Melder  UMC 
Belah  UMC 

Bayou  Chicot  UMC 
Cheneyville  UMC 
Marksville  UMC 
Marthaville  UMC 
Beulah  UMC 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 
St.  Maurice  UMC 
Asbury  UMC 
St.  Marks  UMC 
Urania  UMC 
Wesley  UMC 

Selma  UMC 
Provencal  UMC 
Weaver  UMC 
Eddv  Justiss  Memorial 
UMC 

Sanders  Chapel  UMC 

Eden  UMC 
Amite  UMC 

Independence  UMC 

Francis  Asbury  UMC 

St.  Andrews  UMC 
St.  Lukes  UMC 
Clear  Creek  UMC 
Center  UMC 
Darlington  UMC 
Days  UMC 
Corbin  UMC 
Meadows  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  William  M 
Jacocks 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  John 

Higginbotham 


Rev.  Charles  Floyd 
Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie. 
Jr. 

Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie, 
Jr. 

Rev.  Gary  Elliott 
Rev.  Gary  Elliott 
Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll 
Sr. 

Rev.  Claude  E.  Henkel 
Rev.  Claude  E.  Henkel 
Rev.  Stephen  Porter 
Rev.  Abe  Conerly 
Rev.  Abe  Conerly 
Rev.  Sherman  Beird 
Rev.  Sherman  Beird 
Rev.  Louis  Augustine 
Rev.  Louis  Augustine 
Rev.  Roy  C.  Young 
Rev.  Joseph  A. 

Johnson.  Jr. 

Rev.  Bryant  E.  Gore 
Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 

Rev.  Minns  S. 

Robertson 
Rev.  Michael 
McLaurin 

Rev.  Paul  Carroll  Sr. 
Rev.  Allen  Wayne 
Evans 

Rev.  Allen  Wayne 
Evans 
Rev.  Kathy 
Schaffhauser 
Rev.  Fred  Wideman 
Rev.  Deborah  Drash 
Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
Rev.  William  E.  Boyd 
Rev.  William  E.  Boyd 
Rev.  E.  Rand  Guy 
Rev.  Thomas  Wilson 


Nesom 

Memorial  UMC 
Mt.  Hermon  UMC 
James  Chapel  UMC 
Tangipahoa  UMC 

First  United  Meth. 

Franklin 
McGowan  UMC 
Kaplan  UMC 
St  Paul  UMC 

Fitzgerald. 

Verdunville 

Melville  UMC 

Palmetto  UMC 

New  Roads  UMC 
Mallalieu  UMC 

St.  Peter  UMC 
St.  Peter  UMC. 

Donaldsville 
St.  James  UMC  — 
Belle  Rose 
Wakefield  UMC 
Grand  Chenier  UMC 
Church  Point  UMC 

Maxie  UMC 

Ville  Platte  UMC 

Hopewell  UMC 

Pine  Grove  UMC 

Fairview  UMC 
Sweetlake  UMC 
Gueydan  UMC 

A.A.  Barnard 
Mem.  Hayes  UMC 
Kinder  UMC 
Oberlin  UMC 


Dr.  Dewitt  M.  Ginn 
Rev.  Scott  Adams 
Rev.  Lewis  Morris.  Jr. 
Rev.  William  V. 

Sirmon 

Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 
Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 
Rev.  Gary  F.  Van  Horn 
Rev,  Fulton  A. 
Raymond 

Rev.  Fulton  A. 

Raymond 
Rev.  Kenneth 
Chapman 
Rev.  Kenneth 
Chapman 

Rev.  Howard  Hudson 
Rev.  Marcell  A. 
Johnson 

Rev.  Earnest  Scott 

Rev.  Donald  D.  Barrie 

Rev.  Donald  D.  Barrie 
Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 
Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 
Rev.  Ester  L. 

Hammond 
Rev.  Ester  L. 

Hammond 
Rev.  Ester  L. 

Hammond 
Rev.  Heaton  B. 

Crammer 
Rev.  Heaton  B. 
Crammer 

Rev.  Swindell  Hodges 
Rev.  Swindell  Hodges 
Rev.  Fred  B.  Moore.  Jr. 


Rev.  Mark  Benge.  Sr. 
Rev.  Chris  Blanchard 
Rev.  Chris  Blanchard 


St.  Luke/ 

Simpson  UMC 
FUMC  Leesville 
Holly  Grove  UMC 
Macedonia  UMC 
Moss  Bluff  UMC 
Prospect  UMC 
Raymond  UMC 

Ebenezer  UMC 
Maplewood  UMC 
Hackberrv  UMC 
Westlake  UMC 
Reily  Memorial  UMC 
Mer  Rouge  UMC 
Floyd  UMC 
Pioneer  UMC 
Grayson  UMC 
Kellv  UMC 
Mt  Olive  UMC 

Rayville  UMC 
Harrisonburg  UMC 
Vidalia  UMC 
Wilhite  UMC 

Hope  Chapel  UMC 
Luling  UMC 
Memorial  UMC 
Christ  UMC 

Parker  Memorial 
UMC 

St.  Charles  UMC 

Shaw  Temple  UMC 

Vacherie  UMC 

Gibson  UMC 

Calvary  UMC 

Thirkield  UMC. 

Harrys  Chapel  UMC 
Waldheim  UMC 
Fisher  UMC 


Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar 
Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Rev.  Richard  H.  Harry 
Rev.  Glynn  Foreman 
Rev.  Dan  B.  Blake 
Rev.  Paul  C. 

Singletary 

Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss 
Rev.  Robert  D.  Hutson 
Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt 
Rev.  Larry  O'Dell 
Rev  Ray  R.  Spiller 
Rev  Frank  M  Jones 
Rev.  Thomas  C.  Beeler 
Rev.  Thomas  C.  Beeler 
Rev.  Douglas  Milliron 
Rev,  Douglas  Milliron 
Rev.  Woodrow 
Harmon 

Dr.  Burton  F.  Blair 
Rev.  William  Willis 
Rev.  David  F.  Fortuna 
Rev.  Elswood  J. 

Martin 

Rev.  Mark  Crosby 
Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby 
Rev.  L.  Andy  Foreman 
Rev.  Cleveland  B. 

Herr.  Jr. 

Rev.  Melvin  Turnage 
Rev.  Richard 
Humphries 
Rev.  Percell  Church. 

Sr. 

Rev.  Thomas  L.  Howe. 
Jr. 

Rev.  Thomas  L.  Howe. 
Jr. 

Rev.  Louis  Augustine. 
Jr. 

Rev.  Wesley  Cyprian 
Rev.  Wesley  Cyprian 
Rev.  Ken  Bowman 
Rev.  Willis  Dear 


Lutcher  UMC 

Laharpe  UMC 

Cornerstone  UMC 

Arabi  UMC 

Spanish  Ministries 
Talisheek  UMC 
Aldersgate  UMC 

Huffs  Chapel  UMC 
Sun  UMC 
Bush  UMC 
Wesley  Ray  UMC 
Live  Oak  UMC 
Mary's  Chapel  UMC 
Ansley  UMC 

Arcadia  UMC 

Athens  UMC 
Crossroads  UMC 
Bernice  UMC 
Beech  Grove  UMC 
Summerfield  UMC 
Douglas  UMC 
Clay  UMC 
Bethel  UMC 

Mt.  Nebo  UMC 

Doyline  UMC 

Dubach  UMC 
Gibsland  UMC 

Oak  Grove  UMC 

Lisbon  UMC 
Haynesville  UMC 
Dodson  UMC 
New  Hope  UMC 

FUMC  Homer 


Rev  Riley  W  Sanson. 
Jr. 

Rev.  Andrew  J. 
Douglas 

Rev.  Timothy  E. 

Lawson 
Rev.  Robert  W 
Bengston 

Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel 
Rev.  Ronald  Dauphin 
Rev.  Wiliam  D. 
Peeples 

Rev.  Dale  E.  Holstein 
Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 
Rev.  KarlD.  Wood 
Rev.  Dale  E  Branch 
Rev.  Dale  E.  Branch 
Rev.  Dale  E.  Branch 
Rev.  Wm.  M.  Stokes. 
Jr. 

Rev.  William  A. 

Rowell.  Jr. 

Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid 
Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid 
Rev.  Cage  McLemore 
Rev.  Cage  McLemore 
Rev.  Cage  McLemore 
Rev.  C  Jeffrey  Duke 
Rev.  Troy  Garrett 
Rev  Stephen  R 
Williamson 
Rev  Stephen  R. 

Williamson 
Rev.  Kibbie  E. 

Hatfield 

Rev.  Merlin  Merrill 
Rev.  William  A.  Moon 

II 

Rev.  William  A.  Moon, 

III 

Rev.  John  R  Oldham 
Rev.  George  McVay 
Rev.  Michael  Hammett 
Rev  Michael 
Hammett 
Rev.  James 
Humphreys 


Wesley  Chapel  UMC 

Marion  UMC 

Pine  Grove  UMC 

Bethlehem  UMC 

Ringgold  UMC 
Castor  UMC 
Grace  UMC 
Simsboro  UMC 
Salem  UMC 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
Concord  UMC 
McIntyre  UMC 
Evergreen  UMC 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
Crossroads  UMC 
Bethanv  UMC 
Ida  UMC 
Hosston  UMC 

Gilliam  UMC 

Belcher  UMC 

Keatchie  UMC 
Longstreet  UMC 
Bethel  UMC 
Rosa  UMC 
Grand  Cane  UMC 
Wesley  UMC 

Shady  Grove  UMC 

Bayou  Scie  UMC 
Oil  City  UMC 
Mitchell  UMC 
Pelican  UMC 
Rodessa  UMC 
Converse  UMC 
Jewella  UMC 
Johnson  Chapel  UMC 
Morningside  UMC 

N.  Highland  UMC 


Rev.  James 
Humphreys 
Rev  Dorothy 
McGowan 
Rev  Joseph  H 
Windham 
Rev  Joseph  H. 
Windham 

Rev.  James  C  Skinner 
Rev  James  C.  Skinner 
Rev.  Larry  Miller 
Rev.  Lloyd  Scott 
Rev.  Lloyd  Scott 
Rev  Doug  Ezell 
Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker 
Rev  George  Anders 
Rev.  W  Paul  Cassels 
Rev.  J  Thomas  Logan 
Rev  Donald  Johnson 
Rev.  John  Lavo 
Rev.  Robert  E.  Carter 
Rev  James  R. 

Woodward 
Rev  James  R 
Woodward 
Rev.  James  R. 

Woodward 
Rev.  Jarrell  Morgan 
Rev.  Jarrell  Morgan 
Rev.  Rupert  Coles 
Rev  Oscar  Tippin 
Rev.  Robert  Galatas 
Rev  George  L. 

Thomas 
Rev.  George  L. 

Thomas 

Rev.  Louis  Coppage 
Rev.  Paul  Reger 
Rev.  Roy  Mouser 
Rev.  Roy  Mouser 
Rev.  Terry  Willis 
Rev  Mel  Zerger 
Rev  Willie  Jackson 
Rev.  Levi  Moore 
Rev  James  E. 

Constable 
Rev.  John  Scarf 


Convocation  on  Racism  Held  in  Louisville 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  was 
represented  at  the  Convocation  on  Rac¬ 
ism  by-three- members  of  the  appointed 
team;  Dr.  Rogers  Newman.  Chairman  of 
the  Conference  Commission  on  Racism; 
Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  Director  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Missional  Priority  of  Strengthen¬ 
ing  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church 
(EMLC);  and  Rev.  George  Duerson,  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  of  the  Alexandria 
District. 

The  Convocation,  which  was  held  in 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  was  attended  by 
more  than  600  Methodists  from  all  over 
the  country  and  from  some  foreign  coun¬ 
tries.  Attendants  included  a  number  of 
bishops  and  other  high  church  officials. 
Through  seminars,  discussion  groups 
known  as  LUGs  (Living  Unit  Groups), 
sermons  and  Bible  studies,  the  convoca¬ 
tion  explored  many  aspects  of  racism  as 
it  exists  today  in  Methodism  and  in  soci¬ 
ety. 

The  opening  session  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  was  introduced  by  an  impressive  pro¬ 


cession  of  conference  teams  led  by  the 
team  leaders  carrying  banners.  Many  of 
the  conferences  were  led  by  their  bish¬ 
ops. 

The  opening  sermon  was  delivered  by 
Bishop  C.  P.  Connick  Jr.  Bishop  Connick 
based  his  sermon,  entitled  "Crisis  of 
Identity,”  on  Paul’s  letter  to  the  Corin¬ 
thians,  I  Cor.  3:16  in  which  Paul  (para¬ 
phrased)  called  upon  the  church  a 
Corinth  to  "Remember  who  you  are  . . . 
you  are  the  Body  of  Christ . . .  you  are  the 
temple  of  God.”  The  bishops’  message 
was  that  the  church  is  suffering  from  a 
crisis  of  identity  when  it  forgets  who  it  is 
by  practicing  racism  instead  of  promot¬ 
ing  brotherly  love. 

The  participants  represented  a  rain¬ 
bow  of  racial  colors  and  symphony  of 
languages.  Blacks,  Whites,  Native  Amer¬ 
icans.  Hispanics  and  East  Indians.  The 
convocation  was  a  living  example  of  in¬ 
clusiveness  as  the  conferees  participated 
in  workshops,  worship  services  and  Bible 
study. 


The  only  negative  was  a  bomb  scare 
on  Sunday,  which  emptied  the  building 
for  a  couple  of  hours.  But.  it  turned  out 
to  be  just  that,  a  scare. 

A  high  point  among  many  high  points 
was  a  concert  by  White  Eagle,  the  only 


native  American  opera  singer.  He  is  in¬ 
deed  a  rising  world  class  tenor 

Several  of  the  bishops  delivered  ser¬ 
mons  or  led  Bible  study.  The  convocation 
ended  Wednesday  with  a  spirit-filled 
worship  service 


Around  the  Conference 


REPRESENTING  LOUISIANA  —  Pictured  are  members  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  who  attended  the  Convocation  on  Racism  in  Louisville,  Ky.  They  are,  from 
I.  to  r.,  Mrs.  George  Duerson,  Rev.  George  Duerson,  Rev.  Roger  Lathan  and  Dr. 
Rogers  Newman. 


E.M.L.C.  Seminar  to  be  Held  Soon 


With  General  Conference  rapidly  ap¬ 
proaching.  many  are  asking  how  the  Eth¬ 
nic  Minority  Local  Church  will  fit  in  the 
1989-1992  quadrennial  emphasis.  To  dis¬ 
cuss  this,  there  will  be  an  E.M.L.C. -Be¬ 
yond  1988  seminar  on  Saturday. 
December  12.  1987  from  9:30  a  m.  until 
3:30  p.m. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  event  will 
be  Dr.  C.  Leonard  Miller  who  will  lead 


the  workshop  and  will  have  valuable  in¬ 
formation  to  share  with  those  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Also.  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  will 
give  the  closing  message  at  the  Sending 
Forth  Service. 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
Rev.  Roger  Lathan  at  the  Conference 
Office,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge.  Louisiana  70802  or  at  (504)  346- 
1646. 


Louisiana  Conference  providing 
relief  for  Shreveport  storm  victims 


Following  the  aftermath  of  tornados 
and  heavy  rain  and  windstorms  on  Nov. 
16,  the  Louisiana  Conference  Churches 
are  responding  to  the  disaster  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  one  of  the  hardest  hit  areas. 

Summer  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church  is  the  location  for  a  command 
post  of  the  American  Red  Cross.  This  fa¬ 
cility  for  the  Red  Cross  is  being  used  to 
respond  to  the  needs  of  the  victims. 

"Persons  who  experience  loss  are  able 
to  come  to  the  church  where  they  are  in¬ 
terviewed  and  given  assistance  directly 
to  help  with  their  immediate  needs,” 
Rev.  Don  Cottrill  said.  “Catholics,  Lu¬ 
therans.  Presbyterians,  as  well  as  United 
Methodist  are  assisting  in  the  efforts.” 

According  to  Rev.  Tom  Howe,  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Disaster  Pre¬ 
paredness  and  Release  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  Conference  disaster  relief 
fund  are  being  offered  in  addition  to  Red 
Cross  Funding.  The  Conference  may  pro¬ 
vide  up  $500  per  family,  depending  on 
what  they  are  given  from  Red  Cross  and 
Insurance.  This  money  usually  is  given 


to  help  with  providing  clothing,  equip¬ 
ment.  and  to  assist  with  the  immediate 
need  for  housing. 

In  Shreveport  and  the  surrounding  ar¬ 
eas,  some  homes  were  completely  de¬ 
stroyed,  some  had  minimal  damage  and 
there  were  many  that  fell  somewhere  in 
between. 

"Limbs  and  trees  fell  on  houses,  there 
was  a  lot  of  structural  damage  and  water 
damage  from  the  rain,  and  many  homes 
were  without  power,"  Cottrill  said.  “In 
fact,  there  are  still  probably  40  to  50 
homes  without  their  electricity”  (as  of 
Friday,  November  20). 

One  trailer  court  in  the  area  sustained 
heavy  damages.  Cottrill  fells  this  will  be 
one  of  the  areas  that  will  need  a  good  bit 
of  help  since  many  of  the  people  were 
renters  and  some  did  not  have  insurance. 

"There  are  many  United  Methodists 
involved,”  Cottrill  said.  "We  can  live 
through  this,  because  we  are  so  thankful 
there  were  not  the  losses  of  life  and  in¬ 
juries  there  could  have  been.  ’  ’ 


Do  you  ever  run  across  people  who  "know  more  about  God  than  God  knows," 
who  have  everything  mapped  out  —  four  steps  for  this,  seven  procedures  for 
that?  They  seem  to  lack  an  awed  consciousness,  not  only  of  the  mystery  of 
existence,  but  of  the  mystery  of  God. 

In  bookstores, I  am  told  that  the  most  popular  books  are  the  "how-to”  titles 
—  which  seems  to  indicate  that  we  think  of  life  as  a  series  of  problems  to  be 
solved.  I  recall  the  wise  words  of  Dr.  W.B.J.  Martin  of  Dallas:  “Life  is  not  only 
a  series  of  problems  to  be  solved;  its  circumference  touches  the  infinite;  its 
center  is  hidden  in  unfathomable  influences,  promptings,  decisions,  that  no 
instrument  can  measure." 

Perhaps  the  lost  dimension  of  our  time  is  that  of  a  sense  of  mystery.  Some  of 
the  world's  greatest  problem  solvers  have  been  most  aware  of  this.  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  who  struggled  with  the  problems  of  space,  said:  "I  seem  like  a  boy 
playing  with  pebbles  on  the  seashore,  while  before  me  stretches  the  infinite 
ocean  —  all  undiscovered.” 

We  don't  have  to  travel  to  outer  space,  however,  to  experience  mystery. 
What  about  those  ordinary,  mundane  mysteries  of  birth  and  death  of  sacrificial 
love  and  compassion,  of  suffering  and  goodness?  And,  above  all,  unsearchable 
mystery  of  God?  Nels  Ferre,  the  great  theologian,  once  said,  “You  cannot 
understand  God,  but  without  God  you  can  understand  nothing."  No  wonder  St. 
Paul  exclaimed.  "Behold  I  show  you  a  mystery!!" 


On  O he  Way  . . . 


DIGGIN  IN  —  St.  Luke’s  UMC  io  Shreveport  held  a  ground  breaking  ceremony 
recently  for  a  new  multi-purpose  activities  facility,  which  will  include  a  music 
room,  commercial  kitchen,  meeting  rooms,  bath  facilities  with  showers,  and  a  large 
activity  room.  Pictured  during  the  ground  breaking  is  from  I.  to  r.,  Dan,  Jessica,  Su¬ 
san  and  Micah  Strange  with  shovels  and  Rev.  Don  McDowell  in  the  background. 


on  Promotion  Sunday  at  the 
Many  First  UMC  were  Peyton  Free¬ 
man,  left,  and  Nicholas  McCormic, 
right.  They  are  pictured  with  their  pas¬ 
tor,  Rev.  Louis  Coppage  Jr.  Not  pic¬ 
tured.  but  also  receiving  a  Bible  was 
James  Martin. 


SURPRISE  CELEBRATION  -  A 
large  number  of  the  members  at  David 
Haas  Memorial  UMC  in  Bunkie  honored 
Dr.  Nancy  Carruth  for  her  commitment, 
dedication  and  work  to  her  local  church 
as  well  as  on  district,  state  and  confer¬ 
ence  church  levels.  Pictured  during  the 
event  are,  from  1.  to  r.,  Mrs.  Freida 
Averette,  Dr.  Carruth  and  Mrs.  Donna 
DeVille.  The  pastor  at  David  Haas  is 
Rev.  Charles  L.  Floyd  Jr. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Roanoke  UMC  held  a  Fall  Festival  in 
their  church  parking  lot  to  raise  money 
for  their  missionary  fund.  Woodwork, 
dolls  and  cradles,  handicrafts  and  baked 
goods  were  sold  at  the  festival.  A  good 
time  was  had  by  all. 

St.  Stephen’s  UMC  in  Bossier  City 
held  a  spaghetti  dinner  on  November  20. 
The  money  raised  from  the  dinner  was 
dedicated  toward  District  and  Confer¬ 
ence  Apportionments.  Rev.  Hulen  C. 
Warren  is  pastor. 

Peck  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  celebrated  “Bible  Sunday" 
on  November  22.  It  was  designed  to  be  a 
great  evangelistic  outreach.  The  pastor 
is  Rev.  J.D.V.  Hamilton. 

Dr.  David  Trickett,  chairman  of  the 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns  Committee  represented  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  as  well  as  Louisiana 
United  Methodism  at  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  that  took  place  on  Novem¬ 
ber  19. 

Warren  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  held 
their  Fall  Revival  in  early  November. 
Dr.  George  C.  Calvin  was  the  guest 
speaker  and  music  was  provided  by  the 
Church  choir.  Rev.  Julius  Jefferson  is  the 
pastor  at  Warren. 


Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans'  Women's  Auxiliary  held  a 
Women’s  Day  Celebration  in  late  Octo¬ 
ber.  The  theme  for  the  event  was  "Wom¬ 
en  Carving  a  Better  World."  The  guest 
speaker  was  Mrs.  Cynthia  Butler  Blu- 
cher.  Rev.  N.  P.  Williams  is  the  pastor. 

Beech  Grove  UMC  celebrated  their 
pastor.  Rev.  E.  L.  Berry’s  birthday.  The 
members  of  the  congregation  surprised 
him  with  a  birthday  program.  Several 
poems,  solos  and  papers  were  dedicated 
to  him.  His  wife.  Mrs.  A.  C.  Berry  played 
and  sang  several  solos  for  him.  The 
members  pinned  money  on  him. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Springhill  UMC  held  their  annual  bazaar 
at  the  Church’s  Youth  Building  in  early 
November.  The  bazaar  featured  crafts 
and  baked  goods.  Of  special  interest  for 
sale  was  a  quilt  that  was  hand-quilted  by 
the  "Sew  and  Sews,"  a  crafts  group  that 
has  met  regularly  at  the  Church  in  order 
to  have  the  quilt  ready  for  the  bazaar. 
This  is  the  third  quilt  the  group  has  made 
this  year  and  the  sixth  quilt  they  have 
done  in  all.  Members  of  the  quilting 
group  included  Mamie  Ogletree,  Bernice 
Harris,  Gladys  Corbell,  Annie  Lee  Branch 
and  Lucy  Diehl.  The  UMW  president  is 
Velma  Boucher  and  Lucille  Smith  served 
as  Chairperson  for  the  bazaar. 
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Here  I  Stand 


An  imaginative  way  to  back  peace  lt’s  time  we  developed  a  ‘theology  of  garbage’ 

If  vou've  wondered  how  a  single  con-  By  implication,  that  search  would  be 


If  you’ve  wondered  how  a  single  con¬ 
gregation  might  promote  world  peace, 
look  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.  (see  UMR,  Nov.  20). 

Led  by  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Kenneth  L. 
Carder,  the  Oak  Ridge  church  recently 
sponsored  a  unique  two-day  conference 
of  leaders  from  the  religious,  scientific 
and  technical  communities. 

The  name  of  the  conference  was  taken 
from  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops'  Pasto¬ 
ral  Letter  on  nuclear  weapons  and  the 
search  for  peace:  “In  Defense  of  Cre¬ 
ation.” 

Fourteen  UM  bishops  took  part  in  the 
conference.  Most  of  the  participating  sci¬ 
entists  and  engineers  were  members  of 
the  Oak  Ridge  congregation.  Many  are 
employed  at  one  of  the  town’s  two  plants 
that  specialize  in  nuclear  research  for 
both  weapons  and  peaceful  uses. 

We  affirm  the  Oak  Ridge  conference 
and  the  insights  it  yielded. 

For  example: 

•  Scientists  and  religious  leaders 
working  together  can  “strengthen  the 
church’s  credibility  in  grappling  with 
world  problems.”  (The  Rev.  Kenneth 
Carder) 

•  “The  historic  struggle  between 
church  and  the  scientific  community" 
has  too  often  denied  each  ‘‘the  rich  op¬ 
portunity  of  a  mutual  search  for  wis¬ 
dom.”  (Bishop  David  Lawson  of  the 
Wisconsin  Area) 

•  “A  true  complementarity  between 
science  and  religion  is  indispensable  for 
human  unity  and  survival.”  (Dr.  Loucas 
G.  Christophorou,  a  corporate  fellow  for 
Martin  Marietta  Energy  Systems,  which 
runs  the  Oak  Ridge  facilities) 

•‘‘We  are  all  God’s  children.  God 
loves  us  all.  If  we  don’t  come  together 
eventually,  we  re  all  going  to  die  togeth¬ 
er."  (Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Area) 

We’re  encouraged  that  these  com¬ 
ments  reflect  efforts  by  participants  at 
the  Oak  Ridge  meeting  to  talk  WITH  and 
not  AT  each  other. 

Both  the  church  leaders  and  scientists 
in  this  group  appear  to  have  recognized 
that  something  as  complex  and  fragile  as 
the  search  for  world  peace  requires  their 
collective  best  insight  and  commitment. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  implication,  that  search  would  be 
immeasurably  enriched  by  similar  mutu¬ 
ality  on  the  part  of  others  who  play  key 
roles  in  public  life,  including  political 
and  military  leaders. 

It’s  appropriate  and  encouraging  when 
the  church  plays  such  a  pivotal  role  in 
bringing  people  together  to  reflect  on  the 
search  for  peace. 

In  the  biblical  image  of  the  “peaceable 
kingdom,”  God  brings  together  under  di¬ 
vine  rule  all  of  creation  in  its  great  di¬ 
versity. 

By  extension,  our  mandate  as  follow¬ 
ers  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  includes 
bringing  together  people  from  all  walks 
of  life  to  “reason  together"  about  peace¬ 
making  and  peacekeeping. 

In  fact,  the  church— because  its  global 
mandate  and  traditional  concern  for 
peace  long  precedes  the  threat  of  nucle¬ 
ar  weapons— may  be  the  one  institution 
in  society  that’s  able  to  enlist  such  diver¬ 
sity  in  common  cause  for  peace. 

It  might  be  difficult  for  other  local 
congregations  to  match  or  top  the  spec¬ 
tacular  event  sponsored  by  First  UMC, 
Oak  Ridge.  But  with  some  imagination, 
each  congregation  across  our  nation  can, 
and  should,  find  some  special  way  to  pro¬ 
mote  dialogue  in  its  own  community 
among  religious,  scientific  and  secular 
leaders  on  how  to  make  peace  a  reality. 

The  UMC  bishops’  Pastoral  Letter  is  a 
good  starting  point  for  such  dialogue. 


c  Pontius'  Puddle 


By  JOANNE  HILL 

Garbage  may  seem  like  a  fairly  un¬ 
likely  subject  for  theological  consider¬ 
ation  . . .  until  you  take  time  to  look 
beyond  and  below  the  word. 

Not  only  is  garbage  (called  "solid 
waste"  in  polite  circles)  going  to  be  a  hot 
subject  for  the  1980s,  but  it  represents  a 
whopping  $7-to-10-billion  expenditure  for 
U.S.  citizens.  And  that  figure  does  not  in¬ 
clude  industrial  waste  disposal! 

Translated  into  human  terms  apd  nat¬ 
ural  resources,  garbage  represents  a  gi¬ 
gantic  waste  of  many  non-renewable 
resources  and  a  waste  of  money  that 
could  go  to  alleviate  hunger  and  provide 
housing. 

That’s  where  it  becomes  a  theological 
consideration.  That’s  where  it  becomes  a 
question  of  stewardship  in  a  country 
"where  much  has  been  given  and  much  is 
expected.” 

Each  day  each  citizen  of  the  U.S.  gen¬ 
erates  an  average  10  pounds  of  garbage 
and  litter  (not  including  industrial 
waste). 

Most  is  buried  in  landfills 

Most  of  that  solid  waste  is  being  bur¬ 
ied  in  expensive  landfill  operations  that 
are  both  unsightly  pollutants  and  waste¬ 
ful  holes  full  of  materials  that  could  be 
reclaimed.  The  money  that  could  be 
saved  from  proper  recycling  and  re¬ 


claiming  operations  could  be  directed 
into  social-service 
programs  and  educa¬ 
tional  systems. 

The  question  al¬ 
ways  arises:  If,  in 
fact,  we  are  wasting 
billions  of  dollars  a 
year  and  thought¬ 
lessly  tossing  away 
Joanne  Hill  products  that  could 
be  reused  and  regenerated,  why  are  we? 

Experts  have  good  answers  and  have 
done  extensive  research  to  be  on  top  of 
the  latest  technology.  They  say  that  right 
now.  while  energy  is  cheap,  landfills  are 
available  at  reasonable  prices  and  citi¬ 
zens  have  apathetic  attitudes,  the  United 
States  will  probably  drift  along  doing  it 
the  way  it’s  been  done  since  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  time. 

Not  all  communities  feel  this  way, 
though.  Progressive  towns  and  cities 
have  made  the  decision  to  become  better 
stewards.  Other  communities  have  been 
forced  into  being  better  stewards  be¬ 
cause  they  are  running  out  of  landfill 
possibilities. 

Those  communities  have  built  and  are 
operating  massive  waste  management 
plants.  They  sort  and  recover  the  natural 
resources  missed  in  recycling,  such  as 
aluminum,  glass,  ferrous  metals,  fly  ash 
(used  to  strengthen  bricks  and  cement), 


6 Top  issue’  for  General  Conference  debated 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter's  attention  given  in  two 
straight  issues  (Nov.  6  and  13)  to  homo¬ 
sexuality  as  the  top  issue  named  by  dele¬ 
gates  for  the  1988  General  Conference  is 
warranted. 

The  eyes  of  United  Methodist  mem¬ 
bers,  I  believe,  will  be  focused  on  our 
delegates.  Will  our  leadership  be  repre¬ 
sentative: 

(1)  of  “them,”  that  is.  the  grass-roots 
membership? 

(2)  of  God’s  written  word? 

Will  local  church  members,  who  pray 
for  and  support  the  church,  be  represent¬ 
ed  regarding  homosexual  practice, 
which  most  know  is  a  sin?  Will  the  Bible 
be  represented,  which  states  in  both  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments  that  such  activ¬ 
ity  is  a  transgression  before  God? 

Many  members  of  the  church  want  to 
know  how  true  their  church  will  be. 
There  are  increasing  rumblings  for  righ¬ 
teousness  from  below. 

Many  in  the  local  churches  want  more 
involvement  than  just  to  be  told  how 
much  their  apportionments  are. 

Is  it  possible  the  rumblings  for  righ¬ 
teousness  are  also  from  above?  May  our 
United  Methodist  Church  hear  the  tender 
words,  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  ser¬ 
vant;  you  have  been  faithful  over  a  little, 
I  will  set  you  over  much”  (Matthew 
25:21). 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Bisbee,  Arizona 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III;  Richard  Stark,  Executive 
Assistant.  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel:  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  Bailey,  Circulation  Director, 
Richard  Beaty,  Comptroller;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Don  Small,  Assistant. 
Editor;  Local  Editions:  Kay  Fielder,, 
Assistant  Editor,  Editorial:  John  A. 
Lovelace,  Managing  Editor;  Douglas 
Cannon,  Glen  Larum,  Roberta  Sapping- 1 
ton,  Stephen  Swecker,  Associate  Edi¬ 
tors;  Denise  Stovall,  Staff  Writer; 
Production:  Sharon  Foley,  Composition 
Manager;  Jean  Prall,  Journals  Manag¬ 
er;  Cecil  Copeland,  Data  Processing  & 
Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500), 
owned  by  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the 
Newspaper  Division.  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce  St..  Dallas, 
Texas  75212.  as  a  continuation  of  the  140-year  tra¬ 
dition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper.  The  Re¬ 
porter  maintains  no  official  ties  to  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Re¬ 
porter  does  serve  as  the  official  publication  for  34 
annual  conferences  that  publish  special  regional 
editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editori¬ 
al  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of 
information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the 
pluralism  of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opin¬ 
ions  are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or  i 
the  conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  repre¬ 
sent  the  views  of  the  Reporter’s  editorial  staff. 
Signed  letters  and  opinion  articles  reflect  the. 
views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  Reporter  staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  before 
acceptance  but  are  not  editorially  endorsed. 

Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:  (214)  630-6495 

(Include  mailing  lat>el  with  address  changes) 

Individual  subscriptions:  $15  per  year  for  na¬ 
tional  edition;  rates  for  annual  conference  editions 
available  upon  request 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas.  Texas 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to:  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


It’s  up  to  delegates 

To  the  Editor: 

Homosexuality  must  not  be  the  "top 
issue”  of  the  General  Conference  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  13)! 

A  significant  percentage  (some  say  10 
percent)  of  humans  are  born  homosex¬ 
ual.  They  also  tend  to  be  among  the  most 
sensitive,  creative  and  non-combative 
among  us.  Consider  the  great  figures  of 
art,  music,  theatre,  literature! 

Our  church  needs  these  individuals  for 
the  gifts  the  Creator  has  given  them.  We 
should  try  to  treat  homosexuals  fairly. 

I  trust  the  General  Conference  will  re¬ 
fuse  prominence  to  subjects  of  gender, 
which  the  media  find  so  titillating.  The 
publicity  makes  our  church  appear  irrel¬ 
evant. 

"Peace  with  justice”  emerged  ninth 
among  the  “top  General  Conference  is¬ 
sues"!  In  defense  of  creation  we  should 
be  dealing  with  the  real  threats— nucle¬ 
ar,  environmental,  economic,  political — 
rather  than  this  un-Christian  obsession 
with  homosexuality. 

The  General  Conference  (and  the  Re¬ 
porter)  should  try  to  rekindle  traditional 
UM  concern  for  people  suffering  from 
poverty,  hunger,  ignorance,  disease,  dis¬ 
crimination,  despair.  It’s  up  to  the  dele¬ 
gates. 

Eldon  Roe 
Berea,  Ohio 

‘Too  bad’  about  Oral 

To  the  Editor: 

Too  bad. 

Too  bad  Oral  Roberts  is  a  charismatic. 
Too  bad  he  believes  in  healing  and  the 
transforming,  indwelling  presence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Too  bad  he  believes  in  the  in- 
errant  word  of  the  Bible.  Too  bad  he 


wanted  to  be  a  UM  minister. 

But  then  ...  if  Peter  or  Paul  had  been 
able  to  have  sought  UM  ordination,  those 
“fanatics”  would  have  been  denied,  too. 

Too  bad. 

Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 
Thurmont,  Maryland 

Suggestion  is  twice  flawed 

To  the  Editor: 

Ralph  Watkins  presents  an  interesting 
suggestion  for  reviewing  and  evaluating 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  general 
agencies  (see  UMR,  “Here  I  Stand,"  Oct. 
30). 

The  purpose  would  be  to  determine 
“whether  the  boards,  both  their  manner 
of  election  and  their  general  structure, 
are  the  most  effective  means  of  govern¬ 
ing  the  agencies”  and  to  "consider  the 
desirability  of  having  this  particular  set 
of  agencies  with  their  current  arrange¬ 
ment  of  program  responsibilities.” 

He  then  proposes  that  the  1988  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  create  "a  small  review 
committee”  of  25  to  30  people  who  are  to 
visit  agencies,  interview  staff  and  board 
members,  and  make  recommendations 
to  the  1992  General  Conference. 

As  I  see  it,  Mr.  Watkins’  suggestion  has 
two  things  wrong  with  it. 

First,  his  process  would  be  structural¬ 
ly  redundant,  since  we  have  at  present  a 
“review  and  evaluation”  agency  in  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 

Members  of  that  council  conscien¬ 
tiously  work  with  the  several  agencies’ 
staff  and  directors  and  do  it  continuously 
to  accomplish  the  very  goal  Mr.  Watkins 
desires. 

The  quadrennial  report  of  this  council 
to  the  1988  General  Conference  will  give 
results  of  that  study  of  the  agencies.  Leg- 


bottom  ash  (which  can  be  used  in 
strengthening  road  covers),  and  create 
energy  with  methane  gas,  steam  and 
electricity. 

We  throw  away  more 

In  the  United  States  we  throw  away 
more  products  than  any  other  nation. 
Even  though  the  U.S.  population  repre¬ 
sents  only  5  percent  of  the  world  total, 
we  generate  nearly  38  percent  of  the 
world’s  garbage. 

In  our  affluence,  we  have  created  a  so¬ 
ciety  of  disposable  products,  built-in  ob¬ 
solescence,  elaborate  packaging,  all  of 
which  have  become  an  increasingly  com¬ 
plex  and  costly  problem. 

Many  citizens  as  well  as  government 
officials  are  concerned.  But  government 
officials  resist  taking  an  action  that  is 
not  promoted  by  the  electorate. 

What  can  each  and  every  one  of  us  do 
with  our  10  pounds  a  day?  Here’s  what 
we  can  do: 

Rethink  our  priorities  as  far  as  buying 
habits  and  use  of  products.  Reuse  as 
many  products  as  possible.  Recycle 
glass,  aluminum,  motor  oil,  tires,  paper, 
plastic,  etc.  Recover— talk  to  your  city 
government  about  recovery  of  methane 
gas  in  current  landfills,  and  encourage 
the  building  of  resource  recovery  plants. 

The  responsibility  for  proper  resource 


management  clearly  falls  on  the  shoulders 
of  each  citizen— and  especially  each  indi¬ 
vidual  who  professes  an  allegiance  to  God. 

The  Old  Testament  places  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  “dominion”  over  the  world  and  its 
resources  into  the  hands  of  human  beings. 
The  definition  of  the  word  “testament”  in 
English  means  covenant.  In  our  covenant 
relationship  with  God,  we  are  called  to  pre¬ 
serve  and  protect  the  world’s  resources, 
both  animal,  mineral  and  human. 

Some  people  have  interpreted  "domin¬ 
ion”  as  power  to  do  as  we  please— to  de¬ 
mean  and  destroy  or  to  conserve  and 
create. 

My  theology  tells  me  we  have  an  obli¬ 
gation  to  make  the  best  use,  and  be  the 
best  stewards,  of  all  that  temporarily 
comes  into  our  care. 

It’s  time  the  religious  community 
joined  other  organizations  like  the 
League  of  Women  Voters,  the  Sierra 
Club,  the  Audubon  Society,  various  state 
committees  on  natural  resources  and 
concerned  citizens  and  environmental 
groups  to  urge  personal  and  corporate 
action  to  this  immense  problem. 

" Here  /  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church.  Joanne  Hill  is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas.  Texas 
(North  Texas  Annual  Conference). 


My  Witness 

Blind  ambition  threatens 
good  relationship  with  God 


islation  proposed  by  the  council  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  regularly  includes 
recommended  changes  in  current  struc¬ 
tures. 

Second,  Mr.  Watkins’  “small  review 
committee”  would  be  fiscally  unwise, 
forcing  an  extra  burden  on  an  already 
tight  general-church  budget. 

I  wonder  if  we  would  be  truly  respon¬ 
sible  to  create  this  extra  committee— or 
indeed,  any  study  committee  or  commis¬ 
sion  for  the  quadrennium  1988-1992. 

Theodore  L.  Agnew 
Stillwater,  Oklahoma 

Letter  picks  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

Since  the  stated  policy  of  the  Reporter 
is  that  the  editor  has  the  right  "not  to  pub¬ 
lish"  every  letter  received,  why  are  so 
many  letters  so  obviously  written  by  unin¬ 
formed  and  disturbed  people  published? 

Letters  expressing  ignorance  and 
pathological  fear  and  hostility  serve  no 
purpose  to  the  paper’s  readers.  To  be 
sure,  writing  may  serve  to  reduce  a  dis¬ 
turbed  person’s  anxiety  level,  but  publish¬ 
ing  these  letters  gives  a  very  distorted 
view  of  the  church  to  your  readers. 

That’s  especially  the  case  since  such  a 
large  proportion  of  the  printed  materials 
are  negative  (anti-‘‘gay,”  anti-inclusive 
language,  anti-almost  anything)  hate  and 
fear  letters. 

Perhaps  the  Reporter  could  serve  the 
church  better  by  having  reputable  and 
qualified  people  write  on  these  and  other 
subjects. 

At  the  very  least  the  editor  could  use, 
in  my  opinion,  more  prudence  in  letter 
selection. 

Ellen  Rowan 
Brentwood,  California 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

In  June  the  city  editor’s  position  came 
open  at  my  newspaper.  I  was  ambivalent 
about  the  opening  at  first,  but  then  I  be¬ 
came  fired  with  am¬ 
bition. 

It  would  be  a  pro¬ 
motion  for  me.  I  I 
would  be  head  of  the 
news  department  at  | 
only  age  34. 

I  was  blinded  by  I 
that  ambition.  I  let  it  I 
consume  me.  I  Cynthia  Astle 
worked  long,  hard  hours  to  prove  myself 
capable  of  running  the  newsroom.  I  did 
both  my  job  and  the  job  to  which  I  as¬ 
pired.  I  worked  myself  to  the  point  that 
there  was  nothing  left  of  me  to  share 
with  my  family,  my  friends,  my  Lord. 

My  greatest  sin  during  this  episode  in 
my  life  was  the  sin  of  pride.  I  decided 
that,  after  15  years  in  journalism,  I  was 
indispensable.  What  I  failed  to  do  was  re¬ 
member  to  give  credit  to  God  for  the  tal¬ 
ents  He  gave  me. 

As  my  ambition  took  tighter  control 
over  me,  I  cut  off  my  link  with  God.  My 
daily  devotions  ceased,  and  my  church 
attendance  slackened.  There  was  no 
warmth  in  my  heart. 

When  time  came  for  a  decision  on  the 
promotion,  I  was  a  wreck.  I  was  physical¬ 
ly  and  emotionally  exhausted,  not  only 
from  a  heavy  workload  but  because  I  had 
cut  off  the  source  of  my  real  strength. 

Despite  all  my  hard  work,  I  was  passed 
over  for  the  promotion  I  wanted  so  badly, 
that  I  had  sacrificed  so  much  of  myself  for. 

I  was  devastated.  Never  in  my  life  as  a 
writer  had  rejection — and  believe  me,  a 
writer’s  life  is  constant  rejection— hurt 
so  badly. 

I  was  bitter.  I  was  angry.  My  life  was 
without  hope,  without  purpose.  Even  the 
sympathy  and  support  of  my  loving  friends 
and  family  did  nothing  to  ease  my  pain. 

Then  one  night,  I  was  watching  a  vid¬ 
eotape  of  the  movie,  “A  Chorus  Line.”  A 
scene  in  this  film  shows  a  dancer,  who 
has  not  worked  for  a  year,  begging  a  di¬ 
rector  to  let  her  audition.  She  sings  a 
song,  “Let  me  dance  for  you." 

I  suddenly  saw  myself  in  that  rejected 
dancer,  and  sitting  on  the  living  room  car¬ 
pet  in  front  of  the  television,  I  began  to  sob. 

I  sobbed,  and  I  pounded  my  fists  on  the 
carpet,  and  I  sobbed  some  more.  I  don’t 
know  how  long  I  cried;  it  seemed  like 
hours.  When  the  tears  finally  stopped,  a 
loving  voice  whispered  in  my  mind,  “My 
beloved  child.  Come  back  to  me.” 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Foretaste  of  heaven  caps  a  memorable  visit 


Many  people  would  crave  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  face  and  say  a  few  choice  words 
to  P.  W.  Botha,  state  president  of  the  Re¬ 
public  of  South  Africa. 

I  was  privileged  to  be  part  of  a  nine- 
member  interracial  group  of  World  Meth¬ 
odists  that  had  that  opportunity  two  weeks 
ago  (see  UMR,  Nov.  13  and  Nov.  20). 

Just  as  many  people,  perhaps,  would 
relish  the  chance  to  sit  and  visit  with 
Winnie  Mandela,  wife  of  imprisoned  Af¬ 
rican  National  Congress  leader  Nelson 
Mandela,  a  fellow  Methodist  and  a  heroic 
figure  in  her  own  right  in  the  struggle  to 
abolish  a  system  that  denies  basic  hu¬ 
man  and  civil  rights  to  South  Africa’s  24 
million  black  people. 

In  a  week’s  time,  our  little  group  of 
World  Methodist  Council  leaders  from 
Kenya,  England,  South  Africa  and  the 
United  States  probably  spent  more  time 
in  Soweto  seeing  firsthand  evidences  of 
the  injustices  South  Africa’s  black  popu¬ 
lation  faces  than  the  typical  white  South 
African  will  spend  in  a  lifetime. 

Apartheid  is  camouflaged 

That  says  more  about  South  Africa’s 
apartheid  system  than  about  us.  Apart¬ 
heid  in  South  Africa  is  camouflaged  so 
that  if  you  don’t  want  to  see  it  you  don’t 
have  to.  That  explains  why  some  visitors 
to  South  Africa,  like  the  Rev.  Jerry  Fal- 
well,  can  spend  a  few  days  there  and 
wonder  aloud,  “What’s  all  the  fuss?” 


Our  group  had  other  memorable  en¬ 
counters: 

•  With  Govan 
Mbeki,  a  close  asso-B 
ciate  of  Nelson  Man¬ 
dela,  who  was! 
released  during  our  I 
visit  after  23  years  in  | 

Robben  Island  pris¬ 
on.  _ 

•  Wi‘h  a  young  s  ~  Dunnara 
minister  who  has  de¬ 
veloped  a  visionary  plan  for  combining 
evangelism  and  social  outreach  to  the 
black  population. 

•  With  a  young  man  recently  released 
after  serving  a  prison  term  for  attempt¬ 
ing  to  blow  up  a  radio  and  television 
transmitter  because  he  sees  those  media 
being  used  by  South  Africa’s  ruling  white 
minority  to  brainwash  the  country’s 
black  majority  population. 

I  was  surprised  by  my  own  reaction. 
What  would  have  seemed  totally  repug¬ 
nant  to  me  in  most  contexts  seemed  at 
least  understandable  in  the  desperate 
circumstances  faced  by  black  people  in 
South  Africa  today. 

As  so  often  is  the  case,  firsthand  con¬ 
tact  alters  stereotypes.  In  light  of  our 
group’s  very  animated  visit  with  P.  W. 
Botha,  I  recognize  that  he  is  a  human  be¬ 
ing  with  feelings  and  the  sincere  courage 
of  his  convictions. 

Regrettably,  from  my  vantage  point, 


the  quality  of  his  convictions  does  not 
match  the  strength  of  his  courage.  I  re¬ 
main  convinced  that  the  social  and  polit- 
ical  system  over  which  Mr.  Botha 
presides  is  demonic  and  that  he  wears 
thick  blinders  to  cover  that  fact. 

I  was  surprised  to  discover  how  many 
white  South  Africans  share  that  evalua¬ 
tion.  Many  newspapers  in  South  Africa’s 
urban  areas  are  rife  with  expressions  of 
impatience  for  dismantling  apartheid 
and  allowing  that  troubled  land’s  peoples 
to  replace  hostile  separateness  with 
peaceful  coming  together. 

Regrettably,  South  Africa’s  relatively 
sparse  rural  population  of  white  Boers 
(farmers)— the  most  rabid  supporters  of 
apartheid— have  representation  far  out 
of  proportion  to  their  numbers  in  the 
country’s  white  parliament. 

Economic  indicators  point  to  an  in¬ 
creasingly  vigorous  economy  in  South 
Africa.  That  does  not  negate  the  strategy 
of  economic  sanctions,  including  divest¬ 
ment,  supported  by  many  religious 
groups.  It  does  suggest  the  need  for  other 
complementary  strategies  rather  than 
reliance  on  only  a  single  approach. 

High  point  came  at  worship 

Without  diminishing  the  significance 
of  our  group’s  other  visits  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca,  the  high  point  for  me  came  during 
the  morning  worship  service  at  Soweto’s 
Jabavu  Methodist  Church. 


CALIFORNIA-PACIFIC 
ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

is  accepting  applications  for 
CONFERENCE  TREASURER 
Position  open  July  1,  1988 
Application  deadline  January  1,  1988 

Send  resume  to: 

Kenneth  McMillan 
5950  E.  Willow  Street 
Long  Beach,  CA  90815 
Inquiries:  (213)  598-2451 


In  that  moment,  my  deep  pain  began  to 
ease.  Each  day  it  hurt  less  and  less,  and 
hope  replaced  my  despair.  The  wound  real¬ 
ly  began  to  heal  when  I  prayed  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  I  felt  had  wronged  me  and  for  the  man 
who  got  the  job  I  wanted  for  myself. 

It  frightens  me  now  to  think  how  far  I 
strayed  away  from  the  Lord  and  how 
easy  it  was  to  stray.  I  had  no  idea  how 
wide  I  had  made  the  rift  between  myself 
and  God  until  I  turned  to  look  for  Him. 

Even  though  I  turned  away  from  Him, 
He  never  turned  away  from  me.  He  wait¬ 
ed  for  me,  unworthy  though  I  am,  to  re¬ 
member  that  I  am  His,  not  the  world’s. 

In  the  weeks  since,  I  have  rediscov¬ 
ered  my  first  love  for  Jesus  Christ.  I  try 
to  live  each  day  as  it  comes,  holding  fa$t 
to  God’s  hand. 

I  keep  God  close  to  me  daily,  first 
through  morning  devotions,  then  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble  verses  I  write  on  note  cards  that  I  prop 
on  my  desk  at  work.  I  still  work  hard,  but 
now  I  serve  the  Lord  first  before  all  else. 

I  remember  not  only  our  theme  but 
the  words  with  which  famed  composer 
Johann  Sebastian  Bach  signed  his  incom¬ 
parable  musical  works:  “Soli  Deo  Glo¬ 
ria,"  Latin  for  “To  God  alone  the  glory.” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Cynthia  B.  Astle  is  a  member  of  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Pinellas 
Park.  Fla.  (Florida  Annual  Conference ). 


The  Rev.  Otto  Mbangula,  pastor,  an¬ 
nounced:  “This  morning  we  have  five 
children  to  be  baptized  and  five  visiting 
ministers  here  to  offer  support  from  Ke¬ 
nya,  England  and  the  United  States. 

“I  would  like  for  each  of  them  to  bap¬ 
tize  one  of  our  children  as  a  lasting  re¬ 
minder  of  this  important  visit.” 

As  each  of  us  in  our  turn  took  a  small 
black  child  in  our  arms  and  initiated  that 
child  into  the  family  of  God  “in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it,”  I  experienced  a  foretaste  of  heaven. 

My  prayer  is  that  somehow  in  God’s 
providence  those  children  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  as  they  grow  up  to  experience 
their  full  God-given  potential  rather  than 
being  arbitrarily  held  back  by  the  de¬ 
monic  laws  of  humans. 

-SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


ILIFF  WEEK 

GRADUATE  LECTURES 
AND  PASTORS’  SCHOOL 

January  25  -  28,  1988 
Iliff  School  of  Theology 
Denver,  Colorado 


George  S.  McGovern,  the  former 
senator  and  presidential  candidate,  will 
deliver  the  keynote  address:  Concerns  of 
Church  and  Society  in  1988 

Fred  B.  Craddock,  professor  of 
preaching  at  Candler  School  of  Theology, 
and  Mark  Trotter,  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  San  Diego,  will  be  the  S.  Jameson 
Jones,  Jr.,  Visiting  Preachers  of  the  Week 

Jane  I.  Smith,  IlifFs  vice  president 
and  dean  of  academic  affairs,  will  deliver 
the  Shannon  Weatherly  Lecture  on  The 
Promise  of  Life  Eternal:  Reflections  from 
the  Islamic  Side 

Harry  A.  Blackmun,  Justice  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  will  help 
celebrate  the  Bicentennial  of  the 
Constitution  speaking  on  The  First 
Amendment  and  the  Two  Religion  Clauses 

Cornish  Rogers,  professor  of  pastoral 
theology  at  the  School  of  Theology  in 
Claremont,  will  speak  on  The  Minister  as 
Theologian 

Paula  Fredriksen,  associate  professor, 
dept  of  religious  studies,  University  of 
Pittsburgh,  will  speak  on  Too  Many 
Gentiles,  Too  Few  Jews  and  No  End  In 
Sight 

Dana  Wilbanks,  iliff  professor  of 
Christian  ethics,  will  speak  on  Churches  in 
the  Struggle  for  Peace:  The  Way  Ahead 

Continuing 
Education  Workshops 

Dr.  Sara  Little,  Perspectives  on  Faith 
and  Belief  in  a  Pluralistic  World 
Dr.  James  H.  Laue,  Church's  Role  in 
Peacemaking  and  Cor\flict  Resolution 
Dr.  Charles  S.  Milligan, 
Philosophical  Contributions  to  Ministry 
Dr.  Larry  K.  Graham,  Pastoral  Care 
of  Families 

Dr.  Dennis  R.  MacDonald, 

Dr.  Paula  Fredriksen,  Dr.  Sam  K. 
Williams,  New  Testament:  What  Can 
We  Know  About  Jesus? 

For  information  contact: 

Carole  Loats,  Coordinator 
Iliff  Week  of  Lectures 
2201  S.  University  Blvd. 

Denver,  CO  80210 
(303)  744-1287,  ext.  206 
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Bishop  urges  no  change  in  stand  on  homosexuality 


Bishops  summon  church 
to  high  moral  standards 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— Radical 
changes  in  the  United  Methodist  stand  on 
homosexuality  could  split  the  church,  the 
president  of  the  church’s  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  warned  last  week. 

The  crisis  must  be  faced  squarely,  Bish¬ 
op  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  (Florida  Area)  told 
UM  bishops  gathered  for  their  fall  meet¬ 
ing.  He  urged  them  to  come  out  clearly  in 
favor  of  the  church’s  present  position. 

That  position,  spelled  out  in  three  para¬ 
graphs  (71  f;  402.2;  and  404.4)  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Book  of  Discipline, 
declares  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
“incompatible  with  Christian  teaching 
.  .  ."  and  prohibits  the  ordination  of  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals.” 

Surrendering  to  pressure  groups  in  the 
church  could  result  in  "a  tragic  betrayal 
of  multiplied  thousands,  perhaps  mil¬ 
lions,  of  loyal  United  Methodist  laypeo- 
ple  who  constitute  the  indispensable 
support  base  for  our  far-flung  mission  in 
today’s  world,”  Bishop  Hunt  said. 

“The  bishops  must  lead  the  church,” 
he  said.  “United  Methodists  everywhere, 
lay  and  clerical,  have  a  right  to  expect 
and  demand  such  leadership.” 

Bishops  support  standards 

Bishop  Hunt’s  episcopal  colleagues  re¬ 
sponded  by  adopting  a  statement  calling 
all  United  Methodists  to  “join  with  us  in 
being  faithful  to  the  standards  of  fidelity 
in  marriage  and  celibacy  in  singleness,” 
as  spelled  out  in  church  law  (see  related 
story  at  right). 

Actions  by  several  UM  boards  and 
agencies  proposing  changes  in  current 


Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  Jr. 


positions  on  human  sexuality  issues  have 
confused  people  about  the  church’s  offi¬ 
cial  position,  the  bishops  said. 

Bishop  Hunt  told  his  colleagues  that 
positive  efforts  to  offer  pastoral  care  to 
homosexual  people  and  to  make  clear  to 
them  the  “unqualified  love  and  concern” 
promised  in  church  standards  must  be¬ 
come  a  more  intentional  part  of  ministry. 

But  the  present  standards  must  be  re¬ 
tained,  he  said. 

"Any  legislation  . . .  that  opens  the  way 
for  the  acceptance  of  homosexuality  as 
an  alternate,  normal  lifestyle  within  the 
Christian  community  would  be  impossi¬ 
ble  for  vast  numbers  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  all  over  the  world  to  accept,"  Bishop 
Hunt  said. 

He  predicted  “an  angry  exodus"  from 


the  church  would  result. 

Present  standards  provide  balance  be¬ 
tween  "clear,  historic  Christian  principle 
and  insistence  upon  all-embracing  Chris¬ 
tian  pastoral  compassion  and  love,”  he 
said. 

Topic  ‘carefully  monitored’ 

Bishop  Hunt  said  that  human  sexuality 
issues  raised  at  General  Conference  in 
St.  Louis  next  spring  would  be  closely 
monitored  by  United  Methodists  "across 
this  and  other  lands.” 

Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen  (Northern  Eu¬ 
rope  Central  Conference)  agreed.  “It’s 
high  time  as  a  Council  of  Bishops  for  us 
to  come  out  very  clearly  ...  on  an  area 
in  which  there  is  confusion,”  he  said. 

The  Norwegian  bishop  said  there 
would  be  “a  violent  reaction”  in  his  area 
if  the  church  diluted  its  present  stance. 

Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  (Zimbabwe 
Area)  said  changing  the  language  to  con¬ 
done  the  practice  of  homosexuality  would 
"shock”  United  Methodists  in  his  country. 

Bishop  Hunt  quoted  an  unnamed  col¬ 
league  who  said,  "If  our  United  Methodist 
Church  could  vote  on  the  human  sexuality 
issue,  we  all  know  what  that  vote  would 
be.” 

The  bishop  went  on,  “Are  we  not  obli¬ 
gated  to  pay  attention  to  the  very  obvious 
will  of  our  people  in  this  matter?” 

Bishop  Hunt  warned  that  “to  attempt 
even  subtle  and  adroit  changes  in  existing 
language,  I  fear,  could  point  the  church  in 
the  direction  of  an  altered  basic  position 
and  unquestionably  would  be  interpreted 
in  this  way  by  our  membership.” 

Describing  himself  as  trained  in  the 
"liberal  tradition  of  Methodist  seminar¬ 


ies  in  the  1940s,”  he  denied  he  had  been 
co-opted  by  any  "evangelical”  contin¬ 
gent  in  the  church. 

"If  the  moment  has  come  when  liber¬ 
als  cannot  speak  out  for  moral  rectitude 
and  traditional  family  integrity  in  the 
Christian  comnjunity,  then  we  dwell  in 
the  tragic  twilight  of  impending  reli¬ 
gious  doom,”  he  said. 

Racism  also  challenged 

Bishop  Hunt  also  challenged  his  col¬ 
leagues  to  revive  their  zeal  against  the 
"disgraceful  scandal”  of  racism. 

“To  many  of  us  who  have  struggled 
with  the  issue  for  decades,  dangerous  ret¬ 
rogression  seems  to  have  set  in,”  he  said. 

The  bishop  urged  renewed  effort  to  re¬ 
cruit  ethnic  ministers  and  to  work  them 
into  the  clergy  mainstream.  The  practice 
of  filling  quotas  on  church  agencies  by 
recruiting  top  ethnic  ministers  should  be 
stopped,  he  added,  describing  it  as  “gro¬ 
tesquely  self-defeating. 

“It  is  doubly  tragic  that  issues  like 
racism  and  sexism  still  exist  as  chronic 
maladies  in  the  life  of  our  church,”  Bish¬ 
op  Hunt  said. 

“Their  clear  solutions  are  both  implic¬ 
it  and  explicit  in  the  basic  mandates  of 
the  Christian  Gospel." 


Additional  reports  on  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  meeting 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  issue  and  in  subsequent 
issues  of  the  Reporter. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— Respond¬ 
ing  to  efforts  by  some  groups  to  liberal¬ 
ize  United  Methodism’s  stance  against 
homosexuality,  United  Methodist  bishops 
issued  a  statement  Nov.  19  calling  for 
high  moral  standards. 

During  its  semiannual  session,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  also  reminded  church  mem¬ 
bers  that  only  the  General  Conference,  the 
denomination’s  top  legislative  body,  speaks 
officially  for  the  denomination. 

Their  “statement  of  concern”  was  pre¬ 
pared  in  response  to  a  presidential  ad¬ 
dress  given  early  in  the  international 
body’s  week-long  meeting  by  Bishop  Earl 
G.  Hunt  Jr.  (see  related  story). 

Bishop  Hunt  urged  colleagues  to  lead 
the  church  in  warfare  against  evil,  begin¬ 
ning  with  racism  and  sexual  immorality. 

The  church’s  official  stance  on  homo¬ 
sexuality  as  found  in  the  1984  Book  of 
Discipline  acknowledges  that  “homosex¬ 
ual  persons  no  less  than  heterosexual 
persons  are  individuals  of  sacred  worth, 
who  need  the  ministry  and  guidance  of 
the  church”  and  that  their  civil  rights 
should  be  ensured. 

However,  the  statement  adds,  “we  do 
not  condone  the  practice  of  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  consider  this  practice  incompati¬ 
ble  with  Christian  teaching.” 

Other  sections  prohibit  the  use  of  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  funds  by  “any  gay’  caucus 
or  group”  or  "to  promote  the  acceptance 
of  homosexuality,"  and  ban  the  ordina¬ 
tion  or  appointment  of  "self-a vowed 
practicing  homosexuals.” 

The  homosexual  issue  has  heated  up  in 
recent  weeks  as  official  and  unofficial 
groups  within  the  denomination  have  an¬ 
nounced  proposals  they  will  taxe  to  the 
quadrennial  General  Conference  meet¬ 
ing  in  St.  Louis  April  26-May  6. 

These  include  deletion  of  language  con¬ 
demning  the  practice  of  homosexuality  and 
prohibiting  ordination  of  homosexuals. 

Noting  “this  very  volatile  and  contro¬ 
versial  issue  facing  our  church  and  soci¬ 
ety,"  the  Council  of  Bishops  called  on  all 
United  Methodists  to  "join  with  us  in  be¬ 
ing  faithful  to  the  standards,  fidelity  in 
marriage  and  celibacy  in  singleness, 
which  have  been  adopted  through  the 
struggles  of  our  covenant  community  of 
faith  over  the  years. 

“At  the  same  time,”  the  bishops  con¬ 
tinued,  “we  call  on  United  Methodists  to 
exercise  the  utmost  pastoral  sensitivity 
and  gracious  understanding  as  we  seek 
to  maintain  high  moral  standards  and  to 
discuss  in  a  good  spirit  issues  of  human 
sexuality.” 

The  council  includes  46  active  bishops 
in  the  United  States,  15  from  overseas, 
and  about  50  retirees. 
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Tornado  damage  extensive  at  UM  assembly  site 

PALESTINE,  Texas— Roof  and  walls  were  blown  off  the  United  Methodist  Texas  Conference’s  Lakeview 
Center  Crafts  Building  by  last  week’s  tornadoes.  Officials  gave  no  estimate  of  damage  to  this  and  three-fourths 
of  the  other  buildings  at  the  site,  but  the  assembly  remained  open  for  programs  almost  continuously. 


Prayer  emphasis  planned 
to  open  bishops’  program 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
;  LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— Vowing  to 
'shelter  their  "Vital  Congregations, 
;Faithful  Disciples”  program  under  any 
thematic  umbrella  adopted  by  the 
/church,  United  Methodist  bishops  spelled 
;out  its  details  last  week. 

:  At  their  annual  fall  meeting,  the  de- 
;nomination’s  episcopal  leaders  offered  a 
.comprehensive  proposal  to  help  congre¬ 
gations  train  members  to  be  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

The  proposal,  which  will  be  presented 
/at  General  Conference  for  approval  next 
spring,  suggests  "one  . . .  emphasis  would 
be  lifted  for  each  year.” 

Initially  it  would  stress  prayer. 

Central  to  the  proposal,  the  bishops  ex¬ 
plained,  is  witnessing  to  Christ  and  His 
vision  for  the  church. 

They  emphasized  teaching  and  renew¬ 
al  of  the  congregation  “as  a  loving  and 
caring  community.” 

"Vital  congregations  produce  faithful 
disciples,”  the  bishops  said.  "Faithful 
•disciples  make  congregations  vital.  Con¬ 
gregational  vitality  and  faithful  disciple¬ 
ship  are  inseparable.” 

Robert  Feaster,  president  and  publish¬ 
er  of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
’House,  reviewed  for  the  bishops  the  new 
■denominational  "Disciple”  Bible  study, 
which  features  34  two-hour  sessions  in  a 
year-long  program  “aimed  at  transfor- 
‘mation,  not  information." 

’  Mr.  Feaster  said  the  publishing  house 
has  trained  1,000  people  in  eight  work¬ 
shops  around  the  country  to  lead  the 
study,  which  emphasizes  "pastor  as 
teacher." 

.  The  study  is  being  used  in  43  states  and 
one  foreign  country,  Mr.  Feaster  said. 

•  “The  feedback  is  . . .  dynamic,"  he 


JOY  IN  JESU3( Moody  Press) 
by  Preston  Taylor,  former 
foreign  missionary,  has  sold  out! 
His  4th  book  BIBLE  MESSAGES  is  an 
ideal  gift  for  your  pastor  from  a 
Bible  Class  or  you.  It  will  "fire 
up"  any  preacher!  Ill  sparkling, 
well-illustrated  messages:  Heaven 
Prayer. .Missions. .Cross. .Mother's 
Day. .Christmas. .Easter. .Biography 
Funerals. .Praise. .Evangelism. . etc 
10  %  Discount  Postpaid  $9.00 
Preston  A.  Taylor 
P.  0.  Box  987  %/ 

Brackettvllle,  TX  78832  V 


said,  “and  it  has  demonstrated  the  power 
to  transform  people  and  churches.  More 
churches  need  to  get  into  it.” 

The  goal  is  to  train  3,000  teachers  by 
1989,  he  said,  noting  also  that  a  youth 
version  is  to  be  introduced  in  1988. 

In  developing  the  “Vital  Congrega¬ 
tions,  Faithful  Disciples”  proposal,  the 
bishops  consulted  with  successful  minis¬ 
ters— men  and  women  representing  a 
variety  of  traditions. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area) 
said  that  the  bishops  will  coordinate 
their  initiative  with  the  various  empha¬ 
ses  being  developed  by  the  church’s 
agencies. 

C.  David  Lundquist,  head  of  the 
church’s  coordinating  agency,  the  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Ministries,  cited  several  of 
those  programs  in  a  report  from  the 
bishops’  committee  to  coordinate  mem¬ 
bership  growth  goals. 

In  addition  to  the  denominational 
theme  of  evangelism  proposed  by  the 
agency  whose  staff  he  heads,  Mr.  Lund¬ 
quist  said; 

•The  mission  board's  national  divi¬ 
sion  is  proposing  “Mission  2000" — a  call 
for  UMs  to  start  2,400  new  churches,  re¬ 
develop  an  additional  2,400  churches  and 
recruit  6  million  members  during  the 
next  12  years. 

•  The  church’s  evangelism  unit  is  pro¬ 
posing  to  strengthen  its  emphasis  on  re¬ 
newal  in  local  congregations.  The 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  has  inau¬ 
gurated  "Growth  Plus,"  a  program  using 
pastors  of  growing  churches  as  consul¬ 
tants  for  congregations  with  a  desire  to 
grow. 

Programs  for  Sunday-school  extension 
and  “Offering  Christ  Today”  schools  de¬ 
signed  to  help  lay  and  clergy  “discover  a 
passion  for  excellence  in  evangelism” 
also  have  been  put  in  place  by  the  board. 

•  The  denomination’s  communications 
agency  has  provided  a  television  and  me¬ 
dia  campaign,  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  and 
spotlighted  stories  of  membership 
growth  efforts. 

•  Recruitment  and  education  for  min¬ 
istry  continues  to  be  a  key  emphasis  of 
the  church’s  higher  education  agency.  A 
special  training  program  for  pastors  was 
designed  to  prepare  them  to  serve  in 
newly  developed  congregations. 

-GLEN  LARUM 


Day  of  prayer 
before  summit 
asked  of  UMC 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— United 
Methodist  bishops  praised  both  U.S.  and 
Soviet  leaders  last  week  for  seeking  an 
arms  reductions  treaty  to  eliminate  in¬ 
termediate-range  nuclear  forces. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  called  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  throughout  the  world  to 
observe  a  Day  of  Prayer  Dec.  6,  the  eve 
of  disarmament  negotiations  scheduled 
in  Washington. 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  Area)  is  to  lead  a  special  ecumenical 
prayer  service  in  Washington  (Episcopal) 
Cathedral  that  day. 

"We  now  give  thanks  to  God  for  signs 
that  the  superpowers  have  chosen  to 
back  away  from  the  course  of  confronta¬ 
tion  and  potential  catastrophe,”  the  bish¬ 
ops  said  in  a  resolution  issued  during 
their  annual  fall  meeting. 

"We  pray  that  the  INF  treaty  will  be 
the  first  step  in  a  process  of  eliminating 
nuclear  arms  and  reducing  international 
tensions. 

“It  can  serve  to  shift  the  national  pri¬ 
orities  of  all  nations  from  dangerous  and 
wasteful  military  expenditures  toward  a 
budget  which  enhances  the  economic  and 
cultural  life  and  true  national  security  of 
many  nations.” 

Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor  (Central 
Conference  in  the  German  Democratic 
Republic)  said,  "I’m  particularly  thank¬ 
ful  for  such  a  document.  I  have  been  liv¬ 
ing  for  10  years  with  intermediate-range 
nuclear  forces  in  my  backyard,  so  I  am 
aware  of  the  need  for  it.” 

The  bishops  urged  President  Reagan 
and  Soviet  General  Secretary  Mikhail 
Gorbachev  to  sign  the  agreement  at  the 
coming  summit,  then  work  to  conclude  a 
treaty  cutting  strategic  nuclear  weapons 
in  half. 

"We  urge  that  U.S.  presidents  and  So¬ 
viet  general  secretaries  continue  to  es¬ 
tablish  frequent  and  regularly  scheduled 
meetings,”  the  bishops  said. 

In  a  separate  action,  the  bishops  com¬ 
mended  the  Central  American  peace 
process  and  urge  the  United  States  “to 
exhaust  every  responsible  diplomatic 
means  possible  to  facilitate  peace  with 
justice  among  the  people  and  nations  of 
Central  America.” 

-GLEN  LARUM 


Questions  aired  on  ministry  study; 
theology,  mission  drafts  affirmed 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— Weighty 
reports  by  separate  groups  studying  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  ministry,  the¬ 
ology  and  mission  were  critically  re¬ 
viewed  by  UM  bishops  last  week— two 
favorably,  one  not  so  favorably. 

The  bishops  raised  questions  about  the 
findings  of  a  special  Commission  on  the 
Study  of  Ministry. 

But  members  of  the  UM  Council  of 
Bishops  endorsed  reports  from  two  other 
special  study  groups  commissioned  by 
the  1984  General  Conference— one  on 
“Our  Theological  Task,"  the  other  on  the 
mission  of  the  church. 

All  three  reports  are  to  go  to  the  1988 
General  Conference,  the  church’s  top 
legislative  body,  next  spring. 

The  current  ministry  study  is  the  sev¬ 
enth  look  at  the  topic,  said  Bishop  James 
Mase  Ault  (Pittsburgh  Area).  He  was  the 
spokesman  for  a  bishops’  committee  as¬ 
signed  last  spring  to  respond  to  the  re¬ 
port  issued  by  the  commission  studying 
United  Methodist  ministry. 

Like  the  1984  report  on  the  subject,  he 
said,  the  current  report  “has  as  its  center- 
piece  . . .  establishment  of  a  separate  and 
permanent  office  of  deacon.” 

Currently,  the  church  recognizes  two 
orders  of  ordained  ministry:  deacon  and 
elder.  Status  as  a  deacon  is  considered  a 
step  toward  elder.  People  in  both  catego¬ 
ries  are  appointed  to  ministries  annually 
by  bishops. 

The  church  also  recognizes  diaconal 
ministers.  People  with  that  status  are 
consecrated,  not  ordained;  are  consid¬ 
ered  part  of  the  laity,  not  clergy,  and  are 
not  subject  to  appointment  by  bishops. 

While  the  bishops’  group  which  re¬ 
viewed  the  study  commission’s  report  af¬ 
firmed  the  importance  of  diaconal 
ministry.  Bishop  Ault  said  questions  and 
issues  about  that  category  of  ministry  as 
an  ordained  calling  remain  unanswered. 

Unanswered  questions,  Bishop  Ault 
said,  involve: 

•The  special  way  that  UM  ministers 
are  related  to  the  church. 

At  present,  ordained  ministers  are 
promised  employment  but  are  subject  to 
being  "itinerated”  (moved  from  church 
to  church)  at  the  direction  of  a  bishop. 

•  Whether  the  changes  recommended 
for  the  structure  of  ministry  “would,  in 
fact,  increase  the  effectiveness  of  minis¬ 
try.” 

Bishop  Ault  said  the  report  lacked  doc¬ 
umentation  for  that  claim. 

•  The  rationale  for  bringing  a  variety 
of  diaconal  ministers  (music,  education, 
youth,  mission  workers,  etc.)  into  a  sin¬ 
gle  ordained  ministry. 

"The  genius  of  the  (church)  has  been  in 
part  its  affirmation  of  a  variety  of  lay 
ministries  as  consistent  with  the  call  of 
discipleship,"  he  said. 

•  Expression  of  “diakonia”  (service) 
within  the  corporate  structures  of  the 
church. 

The  bishop  said,  “Diaconal  leadership 
is  already  present  and  functioning  within 
the  corporate  life  of  every  congrega¬ 
tion.” 

•Perceived  growth  of  “clericalism” 
within  the  church. 

“What  will  be  the  effect  in  the  church 
of  what  can  only  be  perceived  as  a 
heightened  and  enlarged  clericalism?” 
he  asked. 

•  Parameters  for  ordained  deacons. 

Bishop  Ault  said,  "It  is  difficult  to 

know  what,  if  any,  missional  needs  would 
be  excluded  from  having  a  claim  upon 
diaconal  ordination  if  the  person  pro¬ 
fessed  a  calling  and  was  gifted.” 

•  “Offices"  and  "orders”  in  the  church 
as  they  relate  to  the  “call”  to  disciple¬ 
ship  and  service. 

"Professing  a  call  to  discipleship  and 
service  lays  no  claim  upon  the  church  to 
multiply  offices  or  orders,"  he  said. 

One  key  question  raised  by  Bishop 


Ault  is  how  deacons  would  be  be  em¬ 
ployed.  He  noted  the  study  recommended 
deacons  be  appointed  but  not  be  moved 
in  the  “traditional  sense." 

“The  question  arises,”  he  said,  “if  not 
in  the  traditional  sense,  in  what  sense?” 

Four  more  years  asked 

Authors  of  the  ministry  study  have  ad¬ 
mitted  that  it  is  unfinished  and  have 
asked  the  General  Conference  to  contin¬ 
ue  their  committee  for  another  four 
years. 

Bishop  Roy  Clark  (Columbia  Area),  a 
member  of  the  ministry  study  commis¬ 
sion,  said  the  report  would  go  to  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  legislative  body  with  “no 
call  for  action.” 

“I  want  to  see  as  much  openness  in 
this  group  (Council  of  Bishops)  as  I  saw 
in  our  study  commission,"  he  said.  “Min¬ 
istry  belongs  to  all  Christians,  not  just  to 
the  ordained  clergy.” 

Bishop  Clark  conceded  many  substan¬ 
tive  issues  about  the  ministry  need  to  be 
explored. 

"All  the  issues  are  still  fluid,"  he  said, 
“and  much  work  is  left  to  be  done.” 

After  protracted  discussion,  the  bish¬ 
ops  recommended  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  either  establish  a  new  commission 
to  continue  the  study  or  refer  it  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  in  consultation  with 
appropriate  agencies. 

The  bishops  recommended  that  the 
body  to  which  the  study  is  assigned  con¬ 
tinue  the  work  and  report  back  to  the 
1992  General  Conference. 

Theology  study  commended 

Unlike  the  report  on  the  ministry,  a 
study  on  the  church’s  theological  task 
found  a  receptive  audience  and  gained 
approval  of  the  bishops. 

The  1984  General  Conference  created 
this  study  committee  to  prepare  “a  new 
statement  that  will  reflect  the  needs  of 
the  church,  define  the  scope  of  our  Wes¬ 
leyan  tradition  in  the  context  of  our  con¬ 
temporary  world,  and  report  to  the  1988 
General  Conference." 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  (Florida 
Area),  who  heads  the  theological  study 
group,  said,  "We  have  tried  to  recover 
one  of  the  earliest  emphases  of  Mr.  Wes¬ 
ley  (John  Wesley,  founder  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  movement),  and  that  is  the 
importance  of  Scripture.” 

Bishop  Hunt  noted  that  Mr.  Wesley 
never  used  the  word  “quadrilateral” — 


used  by  some  Wesley  scholars  to  de¬ 
scribe  the  basis  of  Methodist  theology. 

“Our  interpretation  of  Scripture  is  al¬ 
ways  informed  by  reason,  tradition  and 
experience,”  he  added.  (Scripture,  rea¬ 
son,  tradition  and  experience  are  the 
four  approaches  to  theology  sometimes 
identified  as  the  “Wesleyan  quadrilater¬ 
al.”) 

Bishop  Hunt  said  the  committee  in¬ 
cluded  a  broad  cross-section  of  the 
church— “housewives  and  scholars  and 
bishops. 

“When  it  was  all  over,”  he  said  of  the 
work,  “and  the  captains  and  kings  were 
ready  to  depart  and  the  noise  had  subsid¬ 
ed,  we  got  a  unanimous  vote  from  the 
committee.  I  never  expected  that.” 

He  described  the  document  as  moving 
toward  standards. 

“We  thought  that  our  people  were 
looking  for  something  a  little  firmer 
than  just  guidelines,”  he  said. 

Mission  statement  affirmed 

A  third  four-year  study  relates  to  the 
mission  of  the  church. 

Rather  than  offering  a  specific  pro¬ 
gram,  the  proposed  mission  statement 
attempts  “to  set  forth  as  clearly  as  possi¬ 
ble  the  Gospel  of  grace  as  it  impels  us  to 
evangelize  and  serve  the  world,  which 
God  in  Christ  'so  loved.’  ” 

In  its  1984  mandate,  that  General  Con¬ 
ference  charged  the  mission  study  com¬ 
mittee  with  the  responsibility  of 
presenting  “a  realistic  proposal  for  rele¬ 
vant  mission.” 

Bishop  Emerson  Colaw  (Minnesota 
Area),  head  of  the  mission  study  group, 
summarized  the  emphasis  of  the  mission 
statement  as  calling  for  lives  filled  by 
grace,  a  church  formed  by  grace  and  a 
world  transformed  by  grace. 

He  said  highlights  of  the  document 
are: 

•  Reform,  saying  that  “God’s  grace,  if 
allowed  to  permeate  ourselves,  will  per¬ 
meate  into  the  community.” 

•Global,  including  a  comprehensive 
world  view  by  the  church  that  sees  “the 
world  as  one”  and  seeks  to  live  in  the 
world  as  the  body  of  Christ. 

•  An  expanding  agenda,  built  on  grace. 
“We  are  bound  by  the  grace  of  God,” 
Bishop  Colaw  said,  “to  be  gracious,  not 
only  ‘nice’  but  grace-filled.” 

The  report  says,  “Grace  is  God  caring 
and  struggling  where  life  is  broken, 
abused  or  oppressed." 


Emergency! 

A  Churchwide  Appeal  to  Raise  $9  Million  — 

INFLATION  —has  caused  governments  to  dismantle  social 
service  programs,  made  church  maintenance 
prohibitively  expensive,  and  eaten  into  pastors' 
salaries 

HUNGER  —is  on  the  increase  where  governments  strug¬ 
gle  under  the  burden  of  international  debt 
payments 

WAR  —has  created  refugees  and  drastic  shortages  of 
basic  necessities  , 

Respond  to  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for  funds  to  alleviate  the 
suffering  caused  by  inflation,  hunger  and  war.  In  this 
Christmas  season,  give  generously.  The  need  is  crucial! 

Checks  should  be  made  out  to  the  Partner 
Churches  in  Crisis,  #010068-0.  For  local 
church  and  annual  conference  credit,  send 
your  gift  through  your  local  church  treasurer. 

Gifts  will  then  be  forwarded  to  the  Advance 
treasurer,  GCFA,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1439, 

New  York,  NY  10115.  Be  sure  to  include  the 
project  code  number. 
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i  n  •  •  Question  posed  to  national  consultation: 

'VhCli/TYi/*  ‘What  would  I  find  in  your  congregation?’ 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  FRANCISCO— The  young  man  in 
his  20s  with  the  shaven  head  and  bushy 
moustache  wasn’t  on  the  agenda  for  the  re¬ 
cent  UM-sponsored  National  Consultation 
on  AIDS  Ministries  (see  UMR,  Nov.  20). 

But  400  people  who  came  to  hear  theo¬ 
logical,  medical  and  social-science  ex¬ 
perts  talk  about  the  church’s  response  to 
acquired  immune  deficiency  syndrome 
fell  silent  as  George  Clark  III,  a  United 
Methodist  from  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
stood  at  the  microphone  near  the  center 
of  the  ballroom  floor. 

"I  have  AIDS,”  George  said  softly. 

Speaking  in  halting  phrases,  George 
then  described  a  recent  trip  he  had  made 
to  the  East  Coast  to  see  friends,  “per¬ 
haps  for  the  last  time.” 

He  said  he  was  particularly  anxious 
about  returning  to  his  college  fraternity 
house  in  Philadelphia.  How  would  his 
fraternity  brothers  react  when  he  told 
them  he  was  “gay”  and  had  AIDS? 


As  it  turned  out,  George  said,  they  em¬ 
braced  him  and  vowed  to  stand  by  him  as 
he  struggled  with  the  disease  that  almost 
inevitably  will  end  his  life. 

"I  found  real  community  there,”  George 
said,  his  voice  cracking.  "The  thing  that 
concerns  me  now  is  why  I  haven’t  found 
that  kind  of  community  in  the  church.” 

Pausing,  he  looked  slowly  around  the 
room  before  asking: 

“Would  I  find  that  community  if  I 
were  in  your  congregation?” 

Hugs  were  partial  answer 

The  hugs  George  received  afterwards 
were  a  positive  response  to  his  question 
from  some  who  were  there.  But  consulta¬ 
tion  participants  learned  that  in  some,  if 
not  most,  quarters  of  the  church,  AIDS  vic¬ 
tims  are  still  regarded  as  “them,"  not  “us.” 

The  reality,  they  learned,  is  that  the 
growing  epidemic  now  touches  many  of 
the  church’s  own  members — if  not  di¬ 
rectly,  then  via  a  friend  or  family  mem¬ 
ber  who  hns  contracted  the  disease. 


Nor  is  AIDS  exclusively  a  “gay  dis¬ 
ease,”  participants  repeatedly  were  told. 

While  most  AIDS  victims  in  the  United 
States  are  “gay"  men— 66  percent,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  national  Centers  for  Dis¬ 
ease  Control  in  Atlanta— “it  was  pure 
chance  that  AIDS  entered  this  country 
through  the  homosexual  community,” 
the  Rev.  Bruce  Hilton  said. 

Dr.  Hilton  is  a  United  Methodist  clergy 
member  of  the  California-Nevada  con¬ 
ference  and  director  of  the  National  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Bioethics  in  Albany,  Calif. 

Participants  also  were  told  that: 

Y  Worldwide,  AIDS  is  a  disease  to 
which  heterosexual  men  and  women  are 
equally  susceptible— a  reality  health  ex¬ 
perts  project  will  be  increasingly  reflected 
in  the  incidence  of  AIDS  in  this  country. 

Y  Particularly  at  risk  besides  “gay" 
men  are  intravenous  users  of  illegal 
drugs  and  people  who  engage  in  any  kind 
of  promiscuous  sexual  activity.  Confer¬ 
ence  participants  also  learned  that  the 


India:  Is  it  still  a  UMC  emphasis? 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Independence  has  frayed  ties  between 
United  Methodists  in  the  United  States 
and  Methodists  in  India,  an  Indian  bishop 
recently  told  the  Reporter. 

Bishop  S.  K.  Parmar  of  the  autono¬ 
mous  Methodist  Church  in  India  believes: 

•  United  Methodists  today  target  ecu¬ 
menical  work  in  India  rather  than  work¬ 
ing  directly  with  Indian  Methodists; 

•  The  two  churches'  agencies  and  offi¬ 
cials  don’t  relate  as  equals. 

But  United  Methodist  officials  say 
their  major  emphasis  in  India  is  on 
Methodist  work  and  the  welcome  mat  in 
this  country  is  always  out  to  Indian 
church  officials. 

Week-long  meeting  planned 

To  iron  out  their  differences,  13  offi¬ 
cials  from  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
world  mission  board,  including  three 
bishops,  are  going  to  Bangalore,  India. 
They  are  to  open  a  week  of  conversa¬ 
tions  on  those  and  other  issues  Nov.  30 
with  25  officials  of  the  600,000-member 
Indian  church,  once  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

As  explained  by  the  Rev.  Jiro  Mizuno,  a 
UM  world  mission  board  official,  Indian 
church  officials  in  the  mid-1970s  initiated 
the  movement  toward  autonomy.  Autono¬ 
my  officially  took  effect  in  January  1981. 

Bishop  Parmar  told  the  Reporter  he 
wants  to  change  the  way  autonomous 
churches  relate  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Currently  that  is  done  through 
geographical  area  offices  within  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  His 
church,  for  instance,  relates  through  the 
Asia  Area  office. 

He  calls,  instead,  for  relationships  of 
equals  with  equals  such  as  bishops  with 
bishops,  boards  with  boards,  etc. 

Bishop  Parmar  said  he  believes  that  if 
the  Indian  church  could  take  its  message 
directly  to  U.S.  laity,  its  programs  could 
be  made  more  meaningful  to  United 
Methodists. 

The  bishop,  head  of  his  church’s  Hy¬ 
derabad  episcopal  area  in  central  and 
south-central  India,  recently  put  his  the¬ 
ory  into  practice,  completing  a  two-week 
visit  in  Missouri  at  the  invitation  of  Mis¬ 
souri  Area  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr. 

“Since  we  are  parts  of  a  global 
church,’  we  ought  to  remain  closely  asso¬ 
ciated  with  one  another  in  the  total  task 
of  mission  and  evangelism,"  Bishop  Par¬ 
mar  told  the  Reporter.  “Autonomy  can 
be  misunderstood.  It  should  not  mean 
isolation.” 


incidence  of  AIDS  is  disproportionately 
high  among  black  and  Hispanic  men. 

Y  And  the  epidemic  is  growing.  The 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  have  predict¬ 
ed  that  the  rate  of  AIDS  infection  will  dou¬ 
ble  every  20  months,  with  the  fatality  rate 
approaching  80  percent  within  two  years 
of  diagnosis.  Some  15,000  new  cases  have 
been  reported  since  January  of  this  year. 

According  to  CDC  figures  released  Oct. 
19,  nearly  43,000  cases  of  AIDS  have  been 
reported  in  the  United  States  since  1981. 

Where  does  church  fit  in? 

Where  does  the  church  fit  into  such 
dire  predictions  for  George  Clark  and 
other  victims  of  what  some  health  ex¬ 
perts  call  potentially  the  most  cata¬ 
strophic  epidemic  since  the  bubonic 
plague  of  the  Middle  Ages? 

"People  with  AIDS  are  being  discrimi¬ 
nated  against”  throughout  society,  in¬ 
cluding  the  church,  said  Cathie  Lyons  at 
a  news  conference  held  during  the  AIDS 
consultation.  Ms.  Lyons  is  a  staff  official 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  was  a  primary  planner  of  the 
AIDS  consultation. 

“Our  identity  as  the  church  is  on  the 
line"  in  the  challenge  to  provide  minis¬ 
tries  of  compassion,  pastoral  care,  edu¬ 
cation  and  advocacy  for  AIDS  victims, 
Ms.  Lyons  said. 

“Either  the  church  will  be  the  church, 
or  it  will  fall  far  short  of  its  unique  chal¬ 
lenge,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Lyons  said  the  purpose  of  the  Nov. 
12-14  AIDS  consultation  was  to  encour¬ 
age  the  church  to  deal  with  the  epidemic 
by  enabling  “people  from  local  congre¬ 
gations  to  develop  visible  ministries  in 
hope-filled  response  to  AIDS.” 

When  confronted  with  the  minority  opin¬ 
ion  of  experts  who  contend  the  AIDS  epi¬ 
demic  already  may  have  peaked  and  won’t 
spread  widely  into  the  heterosexual  com¬ 
munity— a  view  recently  aired  by  a  former 
director  of  the  CDC— Ms.  Lyons  said: 

“It's  scripturally  unsound  to  assume 
that  we  shouldn’t  deal  with  it  if  it  doesn’t 
get  into  the  general  population.  Even  if  it 
is  peaking,  AIDS  is  still  the  most  critical 
health  issue"  facing  the  church. 

She  added:  “No  other  disease  carries 
the  hurt  and  stigma  of  AIDS.  The  church 
is  called  to  deal  with  people  who  are 
alienated.  That’s  our  central  task.” 


BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  C.  GOODWIN 

SAN  FRANCISCO-The  Rev.  Cecil  Williams  (right),  pastor  of  Glide  Me¬ 
morial  UMC  in  San  Francisco,  and  Tristano  Palermo,  a  member  of  Glide 
Memorial,  respond  to  questions  during  a  news  conference  at  the  National 
Consultation  on  AIDS  Ministries.  Mr.  Palermo,  a  victim  of  acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome,  said  all  churches  should  emulate  Glide  Memo¬ 
rial’s  “faith,  hope  and  action”  model  of  ministry  with  AIDS  victims. 

Session  on  AIDS  ministries 
offers  smorgasbord  of  facts 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Interest  in  the  re¬ 
cent  UM-sponsored  AIDS  consultation  was 
so  high,  according  to  Cathie  Lyons  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  that 
many  people  had  to  be  turned  away  (see 
related  story  at  left  above). 

Registration  was  limited  to  400. 

For  those  who  were  able  to  attend,  the 
consultation  was  a  smorgasbord  of  infor¬ 
mation  about  acquired  immune  deficiency 
syndrome  and  ministry  with  AIDS  victims. 

Via  plenary  session  speeches,  panel 
discussions,  question-and-answer  ex¬ 
changes,  worship  services  and  some  30 
workshops  focused  on  AIDS-related  is¬ 
sues,  specialists  from  a  variety  of  back¬ 
grounds  served  up  copious  insights. 

A  presentation  that  attracted  particu¬ 
lar  attention  was  the  Bible  study  on  the 
second  day  of  the  consultation. 

The  Rev.  William  R.  Herzog  II,  profes¬ 
sor  of  New  Testament  at  the  American 
Baptist  Seminary  of  the  West  in  Berkeley, 
Calif.,  introduced  participants  to  two  pri¬ 
mary  moral  codes  found  in  the  Scriptures: 
the  “purity  code”  and  the  “debt  code.” 

Dr.  Herzog  said  the  purity  code,  which 


the  Pharisees  practiced,  emphasizes  the 
separation  of  “incompatible  pairs,”  the 
most  incompatible  of  all  being  life  and 
death.  The  "debt  code,"  which  Jesus  prac¬ 
ticed,  emphasizes  life  as  a  gift  or  blessing 
to  be  repaid  in  love  toward  all  people. 

“We  need  to  understand  how  purity 
rules  work  in  our  society,”  Dr.  Herzog 
said.  “It  is  this  mentality  [separation  of 
“clean  and  unclean”]  that  declares  AIDS 
a  judgment  of  God  visited  upon  deviants. 

"Our  task  is  not  to  argue  with  the  righ¬ 
teous  but  to  establish  a  new  code  derived 
from  our  Scriptures  that  will  enable  us  to 
live  out  of  another  reality  just  as  Jesus 
lived  out  of  the  debt  code.” 

Other  presentations  and  workshops  fo¬ 
cused  on  such  topics  as  “AIDS  Specific 
Pastoral  Care,”  “Training  Persons  for  a 
Ministry  of  Presence,”  “Homophobia:  A 
Barrier  to  AIDS  Ministries,”  "Human 
Rights  and  AIDS  Prevention”  and  “Glob¬ 
al  Issues  of  AIDS.” 

The  four-day  event  was  jointly  spon¬ 
sored  by  three  general  agencies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church:  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety,  Discipleship,  and  Global  Ministries. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Global  ‘covenanting’  pacts  proposed 
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DALLAS— Indian  Methodist  Bishop  S.  K.  Parmar  thinks  that  autonomy 
for  his  church  has  meant  a  shift  in  emphasis  between  Indian  Methodists  and 
United  Methodists  in  this  country.  He  and  other  Indian  Methodist  leaders 
will  participate  in  a  weeklong  dialogue  starting  Nov.  30  in  Bangalore,  India, 
with  United  Methodist  leaders. 


You  are  invited  .  .  to  a  reflective 
journey  through  the  varied  experi¬ 
ences  of  life:  the  exhilarating  and 
the  foreboding,  the  lonely  and  the 
joyful. 

WINGS  OF  EAGLES,  feet  of 
clay,”  by  the  Rev.  Leonard  Garrett, 
will  speak  to  your  mind  and  touch 
your  heart. 

Carlton  Press ,  One . 

11  West  32  St..  New  York,  NY  10001 

Please  send  me . copies  of 

"WINGS  OF  EAGLES,  feet  of  clay” 

My  payment  at  $6.95  per  copy  is  en¬ 
closed  (Please  add  754  to  cover  post¬ 
age,  packing  and  handling.) 


Address . 


Bishop  Parmar  said  that  beginning  with 
his  church's  autonomy  from  the  UMC  in 

1981,  official  UM  priorities  appear  to  have 
shifted  to  ecumenical  work  in  India  while 
Methodist  projects  there  go  unfunded. 

Methodist  work  snubbed? 

Another  source  of  discontent,  he  said, 
is  that  UM  officials  fly  to  New  Delhi, 
Madras,  Calcutta,  etc.,  “see  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  work,  then  just  fly  out.”  They  do  not 
always  consult  the  church  in  India  when 
priorities  are  established,  he  said. 

Bishop  Parmar  explained  that  in  rural 
south  India,  for  example,  church  struc¬ 
tures  are  urgently  needed  as  symbols  of 
a  Christian  presence. 

Although  church  buildings  are  listed  in 
the  UM  mission  board  catalog  of  funding 
projects,  the  importance  of  church  build¬ 
ings  is  not  explained  well  to  U.S.  church 
members,  the  bishop  asserted.  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  few  dollars  are  raised,  and  the  proj¬ 
ects  are  eventually  dropped  from  the  list, 
he  added. 

Margery  L.  Mayer,  the  UM  mission 
board's  area  executive  for  India  since 

1982,  and  Dean  Hancock,  project  officer 
for  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  both  denied  that  either  the 
board’s  World  Program  Division  or  its 
relief  agency  gives  undue  emphasis  to 
ecumenical  work  in  India. 

Richard  Vreeland,  mission  board  trea¬ 
surer,  said  that  in  1986,  United  Methodist 
moneys  sent  to  India,  including  designat¬ 
ed  second-mile  Advance  Special  gifts 
and  earnings  from  endowment  funds,  to¬ 
taled  almost  $3  million.  During  the  first 
nine  months  of  1987,  $1.8  million  has 


been  sent,  he  added. 

Mr.  Hancock  said  the  lion’s  share  of 
relief-committee  funding  for  projects  in 
India  goes  through  the  Indian  Methodist 
committee  on  relief. 

The  Indian  church’s  relief  agency  di¬ 
rectors  establish  their  own  priorities 
such  as  village  water,  agricultural  train¬ 
ing,  urban  and  rural  slums,  or  disaster 
work,  he  said. 

Ms.  Mayer  said  more  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  money  and  efforts  to  explain  pro¬ 
jects  are  committed  to  India  than  to  any 
other  country.  Each  year,  at  least  three 
people  from  India  spend  20  weeks  in  the 
United  States  “interpreting”  the  ongoing 
work  in  India,  she  said. 

She  insisted,  too,  that  her  semiannual, 
two-week  visits  to  India  focus  on  Meth¬ 
odist  work,  not  on  ecumenical  efforts. 

The  bottom  line,  the  bishop  said,  is 
whether  India  is  still  as  important  in 
United  Methodist  minds  as  it  once  was. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  — A  new 
way  for  United  Methodists  to  relate  to 
independent  Methodist  and  Wesleyan- 
tradition  churches  in  other  countries  will 
be  proposed  to  the  UM  General  Confer¬ 
ence  next  spring. 

As  a  part  of  that  proposal,  UM  bishops 
are  calling  for  approval  of  “an  act  of  co¬ 
venanting”  to  increase  effective  mission 
in  the  modern  world. 

“We  expect  that  the  various  agencies 
of  our  two  churches  (referring  to  any 
church  with  which  United  Methodists  re¬ 
late)  will  function  in  new  ways  of  part¬ 
nership  in  mission  and  evangelism,  in 
education  and  implementation  of  the 
Gospel,”  the  proposal  said. 

That  partnership  could  include  visita¬ 
tions  by  church  leaders  and  the  sharing 
by  church  agencies  “of  time,  ability  and 
funding  resources,”  the  proposal  says. 

Further,  the  proposal  would  permit 
mission  work  between  a  “covenanting” 
church  or  its  subunits  with  annual  con¬ 
ferences  or  episcopal  areas  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  would  oversee 
the  partnership  agreements. 


the  church  today 


Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Philadel¬ 
phia  Area)  said  the  proposal  would  re¬ 
place  a  more  formal  arrangement  called 
"concordat,”  which  features  an  exchange 
of  official  representatives. 

The  new  agreement  has  a  different  fo¬ 
cus,  he  said. 

"If  the  church  of  Kenya,  for  example, 
entered  the  act  of  covenanting,  then  any 
one  of  our  episcopal  areas  could  ex¬ 
change  pastors  or  missionaries  or  take 
part  in  mission  activities,”  Bishop  Skeete 
explained. 

"We  could  lend  a  pastor  for,  say,  two 
years.  They  (pastors)  would  be  going  out 
from  that  conference,  in  a  kind  of  a  sis¬ 
ter-conference  relationship.” 

The  world  has  changed  dramatically 
in  the  past  30  years,  Bishop  Skeete  said, 
"and  we  need  to  look  at  how  we  can  re¬ 
late  in  a  more  relevant  way.” 

In  a  separate  action,  Bishop  Roy  Sano 
(Denver  Area)  said  the  bishops'  emergen¬ 
cy  appeal  for  partner  UM  churches 
launched  last  year  has  raised  just 
$610,000  of  a  $9  million  goal. 

The  funds  are  to  support  United  Meth¬ 
odist  programs  and  people,  ranging  from 
struggling  pastors  to  repairs  for  crum¬ 
bling  churches. 

In  much  of  the  Third  World,  explained 


Bishop  Sano,  president  of  the  UM  world 
missions  division,  countries  are  ravaged 
by  national  debt,  inflation  and  devalua¬ 
tion  of  their  national  currency. 

A  letter  asking  pastors  to  encourage 
congregations  to  respond  to  “suffering 
partner  churches”  was  sent  to  every  UM 
clergy  in  mid-November,  he  said. 

Methodist  churches  elsewhere  in  the 
world  also  are  responding,  Bishop  Sano 
noted.  Moved  by  news  of  the  crisis,  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Taiwan  and  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Hong  Kong  have 
made  contributions  to  the  bishops’  ap¬ 
peal. 

The  UM  mission  board  also  is  attempt¬ 
ing  to  reallocate  $6  million  from  within 
its  budget  and  has  disbursed  about  $3 
million  of  that  amount,  he  said. 

“Even  more  is  urgently  needed  if  our 
partner  churches  are  to  survive,”  he  added. 

—GLEN  LARUM 
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THE  METHODIST  THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL  in  Ohio 
announces  the  continuation  of  searches  for  faculty  po¬ 
sitions  in  Homiletics  and  Old  Testament  These  vacan¬ 
cies  have  been  created  by  retirements.  Salaries  based 
upon  an  established  scale,  according  to  rank  and  years 
in  rank  Preliminary  interviews  will  be  conducted  at 
the  AAR  SBL  Annual  Meeting  in  Boston.  Dec.  4-7. 
1987  Send  resumes,  letters  of  inquiry  and  nominations 
to  Dean  C  M  Kempton  Hewitt.  Methodist  Theological 
School  in  Ohio.  3081  Columbus  Pike.  Delaware.  OH 
43015  AAEO  Employer _ 


UNITED  METHODIST  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
seeks  executive  director  Deadline  Dec  15  Inquire 
Search  Committee.  Neighborhood  Center.  1801  N. 
Third  SL.  Harrisburg.  PA  17102 


“We  give  thanks  to  God” 

,rWe  give  thanks  to  God  for  using  Cargill  Asso¬ 
ciates  to  give  us  the  organization  and  impetus  to 
push  forward  with  faith  to  achieve  the 
maximum  goal." 

Dr.  Tbombs  H.  Kay,  Jr. 

Church  Street  United  Methodist  Church. 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 
Raised:  $2,300,000;  2.5  times  income 
For  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure.  "How  Methodist 
Churches  Are  Raising  More  Money."  contact: 


CARGILL  ASSOCIATES 

Fund  Raising  Services 


Sul  <*  E«ceM>oc* 


4701  Boulevard 

Box  330339 

Fort  Worth.  Texas  76163-0339 


Call  toll  frea  1-800-433  2233 
Call  collect  <817)  292-9374 


Casualties  of  flight  1713 
include  active  UM  layman 

BOISE,  Idaho  — An  active  United 
Methodist  layman,  Richard  Cook,  51,  was 
among  the  27  casualties  of  the  crash  of 
Continental  Flight  1713  in  Denver  last 
week. 

Mr.  Cook,  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Boise,  was  return¬ 
ing  from  a  business  trip. 

Several  United  Methodists,  members 
of  other  churches  in  the  area,  lost  family 
members  in  the  crash. 

The  Rev.  Arvin  Luchs,  district  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Oregon-Idaho  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  based  in  Boise,  participated  Nov 
20  in  an  ecumenical  Memorial  and 
Thanksgiving  service  honoring  the  casu¬ 
alties  and  survivors  of  the  crash. 

Five  listed  top  conferences 
in  chartering  UM  men’s  groups 

NASHVILLE— South  Carolina,  West¬ 
ern  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  North 
Georgia,  and  Florida  conferences  have 
been  the  top  annual  conferences  in  char¬ 
tering  local  church  United  Methodist 
Men’s  organizations  for  the  past  three 
years,  reports  the  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship. 

James  Snead,  director  of  the  men’s 
program,  added  that  conferences  with 
the  highest  percentage  of  churches  with 
men’s  groups  are  South  Georgia,  Califor¬ 
nia-Pacific,  and  Desert  Southwest. 

The  board  has  chartered  nearly  11,000 
units  in  local  churches,  he  added. 

Four  finalists  chosen 
for  1988  Lay  Address 

NASHVILLE— Four  finalists  have 
been  chosen  from  320  candidates  to  de¬ 
liver  the  Lay  Address  to  the  1988  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  in  St.  Louis  next  spring. 

They  are:  Gail  S.  Boyd,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas;  June  Parker  Goldman,  Spirit 


Lake,  Iowa;  Joan  G.  Nagle,  Murrysville, 
Pa.;  and  Kathy  Trotter,  Marion,  Ind. 

Each  will  deliver  her  address  at  the 
February  meeting  of  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Annual  Conference  Lay  Lead¬ 
ers  in  Nashville.  The  winner  will  be 
selected  by  the  association. 

Ohio  minister  named  dean 
of  Upper  Room  Chapel 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— An  Ohio  minis¬ 
ter  was  installed  Nov.  11  as  dean  of  the 
Upper  Room  Chapel,  a  spiritual  growth 
arm  of  United  Methodism’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Rev.  Eugene  A.  Blair,  formerly 
pastor  of  New  Horizon  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Toledo,  will  serve  as  director 
of  worship  services  at  the  chapel  and 
provide  resources  and  training  in  the  ar¬ 
eas  of  spiritual  life.  He  succeeds  the  Rev. 
Robert  E.  Dungy,  now  a  pastor  in  Indi¬ 
ana. 

The  Upper  Room  provides  spiritual 
growth  and  development  resources  and 
programs,  including  “The  Upper  Room” 
devotional  guide,  for  United  Methodist 
and  other  Christians. 

Large-screen  projection 
planned  for  conference 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS)— State  of  the  art 
projection  equipment  is  to  be  used  dur¬ 
ing  the  1988  session  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  top  legislative  assembly 
in  St.  Louis  to  help  delegates  and  visitors 
keep  up  with  proceedings. 

Two  screens,  each  measuring  about 
750  square  feet,  are  to  be  be  placed  at 
the  front  of  the  plenary  hall  in  the  Cer¬ 
vantes  Convention  Center. 

Speakers'  images  is  to  be  be  projected 
onto  them  while  a  line  of  type  moving 
across  the  bottom  of  the  screen  gives 
page  numbers  from  the  conference’s 
‘‘Daily  Christian  Advocate”  (official 
journal)  of  items  being  considered. 


A  Heart  Strangely  Warmed 

Plan  to  attend 

Ministers’  Conference 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary 

February  1-5,  1988 

Asbury ’s  44th  annual  ministers’  conference  seeks  to  recapture  the  spirit  of  John 
Wesley’s  “heart  warming”  experience  on  Aldersgate  Street,  250  years  ago. 

Join  hundreds  of  pastoral  leaders  for  spiritual  uplift,  intellectual  challenge  and 
times  of  rich  fellowship. 


GENERAL  SESSION  SPEAKERS  AND  TOPICS: 


Jill  Briscoe 
Director  of  Women's 
Ministries.  Elbmok  Church, 
Wiuksha.  WI 
Loving  God 
Loving  Others 


Stuart  Briscoe 
Rutor,  Elmbrook  Church 

Wanned  by  Grace 
Wanned  by  Love 


J.  Ellsworth  Kalas 

Risior,  Church  of  the  Saviour 
United  Methodist  Church, 
Cleveland.  OH 
OUR  WESLEYAN 
HERITAGE: 

Preaching  from  Grace 
Smging  from  Experience 
Starring  Where  We  Are 


David  L.  McKenna,  Ph.D. 
President,  .Asbury  Seminary 


Choose  from  26  motivating  seminars.  Join  in  a  great  “Aldersgate  Celebration"  on  Wednesday. 


MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR  NOW  . . .  CALL 
TODAY  LOR  RESERVATIONS 

TOLL  FREE  1  800  2-ASBURY 

(in  Kentucky,  606/858-3581)  Eastern  time 
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On  CJhe  Way  . . . 


"Jotham,  King  of  Judah,  was  twenty-five  years  old  when  he  began  to  rule 
.  .  .  He  built  the  higher  gate  of  the  Lord’s  house.”  2  Chronicles  27:1-3. 

What  a  phrase  to  think  about:  “He  built  the  higher  gate.”  We  don’t  know 
much  about  Jotham,  but  he  deserves  to  be  remembered  for  this  one  thing: 
“He  built  the  higher  gate."  He  gave  people  a  broad,  spacious  entry  into  the 
temple. 

I  recall  with  deep  gratitude  those  people  in  my  life  who  have  built  the 
“higher  gate”  for  me,  those  who  have  prodded,  encouraged  and  loved  me  into 
taking  a  lofty  view  of  life.  Two  of  the  “builders  of  the  higher  gate”  for  me 
were  my  own  minister  and  his  wife,  Dana  and  Delma  Dawson,  who  did  their 
best  to  lift  me  to  see  the  great  glory  of  “serving  the  present  age”  in  the  name 
and  spirit  of  Christ.  And  each  of  us  could  give  our  own  testimony! 

Commentators  tell  us  that  Jotham’s  “higher  gate”  had  two  characteristics. 
First,  it  gave  a  complete  view  of  the  temple.  The  greatest  thing  we  can  do  for 
others  is  to  set  faith  before  them  in  its  wholeness.  Many  people  do  not  believe 
in  God  because  they  have  never  encountered  Him!  They  have  rejected  a  faith 
that  owes  more  to  folkways  than  to  the  God  of  the  universe.  Great  faith 
doesn’t  deal  with  peanuts,  but  with  the  great  issues  of  life. 

The  second  characteristic  of  Jotham’s  "higher  gate”  was  its  simplicity. 
How  we  clutter  up  life  for  others!  What  they  need  from  us  are  not  our  "views” 
but  our  convictions. 

Life  for  our  children  will  cave  in  unless  they  carry  away  from  us  a  glimpse 
of  the  few  fundamental  convictions  that  support  our  lives  —  elemental  sim¬ 
plicities  that,  like  massive  foundation  stones,  they  can  build  life  upon:  that  we 
are  responsible  to  a  Higher  Being;  that  morality  is  being  careful  —  not  full  of 
care,  but  full  of  caring,  that  we  manipulate  another  human  being  at  peril  to 
our  own  soul. 

What  more  glowing  tribute  can  any  of  us  wish  than  this:  they  built  the  High¬ 
er  Gate! 

They  made  it  possible  for  us  to  enter  the  city  of  life  where  the  views  are  no¬ 
blest,  the  approach  to  the  temple  most  splendid,  the  outlook  on  life  most  ex¬ 
hilarating  and  lofty! 


December  Conference  Calendar 


2- 5 

3 

3- 6 

4 

12 

15 

27 

28 


Second  National  Mission  Leaders  Conference 

Audit  Review  Committee,  Headquarters  Building,  9:30  a.m 

Cursillo  No.  9 

New  Orleans-Slidell  District  Ministers/Spouses  Christmas  Dinner,  First 
Church,  New  Orleans,  7:00  p.m. 

EMLC  Update,  Camphor  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  9:30  a.m. 

Planning  &  Research  Committee  Meeting,  First  Church,  Alexandria, 
10:00  a.m. 

United  Methodist  Student  Day 

United  Methodist  National  Student  Conference,  Sheraton  St.  Louis  Hotel 
&  Cervantes  Convention  Center.  St.  Louis.  Missouri 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Dr.  Ken  Ward  brought  inspirational 
messages  at  the  worship  services  of  Port 
Barre  UMC  and  First  UMC  in  New 
Roads.  The  83rd  anniversary  of  First 
UMC  New  Roads  was  celebrated  with  a 
pot  luck  lunch  after  worship.  Port  Barre 
held  a  Family  Supper  and  film  on  Nov. 
22  and  will  hold  their  Christmas  Pro¬ 
gram  and  Supper  on  December  13.  The 
pastor  is  Rev.  Howard  L.  Hudson. 

•  *  * 

St.  Stephen’s  UMC  in  Bossier  City 
sponsored  a  "Celebrate  Marriage:  Grow¬ 
ing  in  Love”  marriage  encounter  No¬ 
vember  6-7.  Seven  couples  participated 
in  the  weekend  encounter  held  at  a  re¬ 
treat  in  Benton.  La.  The  leader  for  the 
event  was  Dr.  Henry  Blount  and  his  wife 
Marilyn  of  Ruston.  This  was  one  of  the 
first  such  events  in  the  district  that  was 
sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship.  The  Rev.  Hulen  Warren  Jr.  is 
pastor  at  St.  Stephen’s. 

A  Holiday  Luncheon  will  be  sponsored 
by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Lafon 
Nursing  Home  in  New  Orleans,  at  the 
Bayou  Plaza  Hotel  at  noon,  Saturday, 
December  12.  Dr.  Isaac  H.  Bivens,  chap¬ 
lain  at  Dillard  University  will  be  the  lun- 


Touching  Story  — 

Lea  Joyner’s  Biography  Released 


In  this  day  and  time,  Christian  heroes 
equal  to  the  saints  of  old,  do  not  come 
along  very  often.  But  one  who  touched 
the  lives  of  many  in  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  was  the  Reverend  Lea  Joyner. 

Standing  in  the  Gap  is  the  life  story  of 
a  modern  day  saint  who  led  many  to 
know  and  love  the  risen  Lord,  Jesus 
Christ.  Not  only  was  she  among  the  first 
women  ordained  into  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  ministry,  (the  year  was  1939),  but  she 
formed  two  congregations  in  areas 
where  no  one  thought  she  could  do  it.  One 
congregation  which  she  served  for  more 
than  30  years,  had  over  2,200  members  at 
the  time  of  her  death. 


ST$sssF5i 
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DR.HARIW  HALB.XR. 


This  is  the  story  not  only  of  a  remark¬ 
able  Christian  woman,  but  how  Christian 
congregations  can  give  a  more  effective 
ministry  to  the  people  of  a  community. 
It  will  show,  through  example,  how  one 
person  made  a  striking  and  lasting  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  lives  of  many. 


This  book,  the  biography  of  the  late  be¬ 
loved  Rev.  Joyner,  was  written  by  the 
author  she  chose  to  write  it.  Plans  to  be¬ 
gin  the  book  together  in  April  1985,  how¬ 
ever  were  thwarted  by  her  untimely 
death  during  the  previous  month. 

Dr.  Harry  Hale  Jr.,  an  active  Method¬ 
ist  layman  and  a  professor  of  Sociology 
at  Northeast  Louisiana  University  has 
written  the  book  with  a  personal  touch. 
It  is  informative,  funny,  sad  and  inspir¬ 
ing.  It  is  historical  without  becoming 
routine.  It  takes  the  reader  behind  the 
scenes  and  into  the  heart,  mind  and  soul 
of  Rev.  Joyner.  Dr.  Hale  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe.  He  has  served  in  many  capaci¬ 
ties.  During  recent  years,  he  has  served 
as  vice  chairman  and  chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board,  Chairman  of  the 
Methodist  Bicentennial  Committee  and 
is  now  the  chairman  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries. 

There  will  be  a  one-time  printing, 
Limited  Edition  hardback  copy  of  Stand¬ 
ing  in  the  Gap  —  The  Life  and  Ministry 
of  Rev.  Lea  Joyner.  The  limited  edition 
copies  will  be  numbered  and  will  feature 
photographs  of  Rev.  Joyner  throughout 
her  life  and  ministry.  The  paperback  edi¬ 
tion  will  not  include  photographs.  Now, 
before  publication,  is  the  only  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  obtain  this  beautiful  hard  cover  me¬ 
morial.  It  will  be  a  lifetime  keepsake  of 
the  beloved  Rev.  Joyner.  Both  limited 


edition  and  paperback  books  will  arrive 
from  the  publishers  in  early  December 
and  will  make  excellent  Christmas  gifts. 
Be  sure  your  church  purchases  one  for 
its  library. 

What  others  have  said  about  the  book: 

"When  I  read  it,  it  was  almost  as  if  you 
(the  author)  were  there  with  us”  (during 
the  1930s). 

Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen 
“It  took  two  boxes  of  Kleenex  for  me 


to  read  through  the  Epilogue." 

Dr.  Douglas  McGuire 
"I  want  you  to  know  that  I  found  your 
book  to  be  a  powerful  piece  of  writing  . . 

I  think  this  will  be  one  of  the  most  — 
possibly  THE  most  significant  book  we 
will  yet  have  published.  It  has  a  powerful 
message.  I  wept  when  I  read  the  last  few 
chapters." 

Michael  L.  Scherer 
Editorial  Director 
Fairway  Press 


Enclosed  please  find  $_ 


ORDER  FORM 
.  (at  $50.00/each)  for  . 


limited  edition 


hardcover  copies  of  STANDING  IN  THE  GAP,  THE  LIFE  AND  MINISTRY  OF 
REV  LEA  JOYNER. 


Enclosed  please  find  $_ 


.  (at  $9. 95/each)  for  . 


.  paperback  copies 


of  STANDING  IN  THE  GAP,  THE  LIFE  AND  MINISTRY  OF  REV.  LEA 
JOYNER. 

Name  _ 


Address 


City 


_  State 


Zip 


Mail  order  along  with  check  or  money  order  to: 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
P.O.  Box  1092 
Monroe,  La.  71202 

All  proceeds  will  go  to  the  Lea  Joyner  Memorial  Methodist  Church 
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UMM  Accomplish  Much  at  Meeting 


cheon  speaker.  Donations  will  be  $20. 


The  XYZ  Club  (Xtra  Years  of  Zest), 
whose  membership  is  composed  solely  of 
retired  citizens,  held  its  annual  bazaar 
on  December  1,  at  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  handi¬ 
works  offered  for  sale  were  made  by  the 
members  of  the  XYZ.  These  included  a 
wide  variety  of  ceramics,  paintings, 
aprons,  flowers,  home  baked  sweets, 
knitted  and  crocheted  items,  quilts  and 
hand  woven  articles.  Also  sold  was  a 
large  assortment  of  Christmas  decora¬ 
tions,  including  trees,  nativity  sets  and 
ornaments.  Proceeds  are  used  to  support 
the  program  throughout  the  year.  This 
program  is  sponsored  by  the  First  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge  for  older  people  of  all  de¬ 
nominations.  It  is  primarily  a  craft  pro¬ 
gram  offered  five  days  a  week  and 
meets  in  the  Adult  Center  of  the  Church. 
Many  special  events  are  arranged 
throughout  the  year  in  the  form  of  trips, 
parties  and  theatre  performances.  This 
program  provides  fellowship  for  both 
men  and  women.  It  is  staffed  by  Mrs. 
Joyce  Perkins,  director,  and  many  volun¬ 
teers. 


SPECIAL  PRESENTATION  —  Dr.  Clinton  Bradford  presents  to  Bishop  Ben  Oli¬ 
phint  a  copy  of  the  book  he  wrote,  “Ministry  for  Retired  Persons.”  Mrs.  Esther  So- 
colofsky,  staff  representative  for  the  Retired  Club  of  University  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge,  looks  on.  The  Retired  Club  had  its  beginning  at  University  UMC  while  Bish¬ 
op  Oliphint  served  as  pastor.  Mrs.  Socolofsky  has  served  as  the  representative  since 
the  club  was  first  organized. 


The  United  Methodist  Men  held  an  Ex¬ 
ecutive  meeting  at  Pineville  in  early  No¬ 
vember,  which  was  presided  over  by 
Conference  UMM  president  Ofney  Ellis. 
Several  items  and  programs  were  adopt¬ 
ed  or  approved  at  the  meeting. 

Boyd  Baun  designed  a  UMM  State 
Flag  which  will  be  displayed  for  the  first 
time  at  the  1988  Annual  Conference. 
Baun  is  the  Baton  Route/Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict  President. 

Bob  Sides,  retreat  program  chairman, 
announced  that  the  1988  retreat  would  be 
an  all  “Louisiana  affair,”  in  that  all  par¬ 
ticipants  will  be  from  our  state.  He  an¬ 
nounced  that  the  program  would  include 
Dr.  George  W.  Harbuck,  retired,  as  the 
Friday  night  outdoor  speaker.  This 
year’s  retreat  on  June  24,  1988  will  begin 
with  registration  at  3  p.m.  on  Friday  and 
will  include  a  Golf  Tournament  that  will 
start  at  4  p.m.  Details  will  be  issued  lat¬ 
er.  Sides  also  added  that  the  Pineville 
Men's  Chorus  will  be  on  the  Friday  night 
program,  and  will  combine  with  the  As- 
bury,  Lafayette  Men’s  Chorus  for  the 
Sunday  worship  service.  The  Asbury 
Chorus  will  also  perform  at  the  fellow¬ 
ship  hour  on  Saturday  night. 

The  preacher  for  the  retreat  will  be 
Dr.  Ray  Branton,  pastor  of  Asbury  UMC, 
Lafayette.  Others  appearing  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  during  the  retreat  will  be:  Boyd 


Baun,  Pat  Bolling,  Larry  Lewis.  P.  W. 
Sibley  Jr.,  Judge  Carl  Stewart  and  Ken 
Ward.  Music  will  be  under  the  direction 
of  Earl  Taylor  with  John  Moore  at  the 
piano,  again  this  year.  Bishop  Ben  Oli¬ 
phint  will  conduct  the  Sunday  morning 
worship  and  communion  service. 

The  theme  for  this  year  is  "Building 
Men  of  Prayer,”  based  on  the  scripture 
“You  have  not  because  you  ask  not."  The 
slogan  adopted  at  last  year’s  final  ses¬ 
sion  is  "Everyone  bring  one  in  ’88." 

Dr.  Wes  Lynch  of  Ruston  accepted  the 
appointment  as  Chairman  of  the  UMM 
“Volunteers  in  Mission  Projects,”  with 
the  first  project  planned  for  the  Dulac 
Community  Center. 

Rev.  James  Poole  spoke  on  the  needs 
and  work  of  "Volunteers  in  Mission,”  and 
Rev.  Ed  Deweese  spoke  on  “Prison  Min¬ 
istries.”  The  board  decided  to  hold  semi¬ 
nars  on  prison  ministry  in  various  areas 
of  the  state. 

As  a  state-wide  project  for  each  UMM 
Fellowship,  the  Board  voted  to  ask  each 
UMM  group  to  participate  in  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  drive  for  the  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odist  with  a  goal  of  5,000  new  sub¬ 
scriptions.  This  activity  will  be 
coordinated  through  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Wil¬ 
liamson,  Executive  Director  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries,  with  full  details  to  be 
issued  soon. 


Volunteers  in  Mission  Update 


Volunteers  are  needed  to  fill  some 
emergency  needs  in  some  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  agencies. 

Someone  with  knowledge  of  Epson  Eq¬ 
uity  III  computer  and  Q  and  A  program 
is  needed  to  teach  its  use  to  person  with 
basic  computer  skills.  Call  Volunteers  in 
Mission  Office,  (214)  321-7077  for  Kathy 
Blackmon. 


Volunteer  medical  doctors  are  needed 
to  work  for  short  term  in  mission  hospi¬ 
tal  in  Cambine,  Mozambique.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information,  call  the  Jurisdictional 
VIM  Office,  (214)  321-7077  for  Jo  Ann 
Small. 

A  volunteer  x-ray  technician  is  urgent¬ 
ly  needed  to  work  at  Red  Bird  Medical 
Center  on  short  to  long  term  basis.  Call 
Jo  Ann  Small  at  (214)  321-7077. 


Louisiana  Chorale  Tour  Scheduled 


MISSIONS  MEAL  —  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Black  Sr.  spoke  at  the  Ellerbe  Road 
United  Methodist  Church’s  annual  Missions  Festival,  on  their  medical  missions 
work  in  Mexico,  India  and  Columbia,  South  America.  A  Mexican  dinner  was  served 
and  the  fellowship  hall  was  decorated  with  a  Mexican  motif.  Dr.  Benedict  A.  Gallo¬ 
way  is  pastor  at  Ellerbe  Road. 


UMNS  PHOTO  BY  RALPH  BAKER 

BISHOPS  TOUR  WEAPONS  FACILITY  -  United  Methodist  bishops  C.  Dale 
White,  right,  White  Plains,  N.Y.;  Nolan  B.  Harmon  (retired);  W.  T.  Handy,  St.  Louis, 
and  Ernest  A.  Fitzgerald,  Atlanta,  talk  with  an  executive  of  the  “Y-12”  nuclear  weap¬ 
ons  facility  in  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn.,  during  the  fourth  annual  symposium  on  Religion  and 
Science  sponsored  by  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Oak  Ridge,  Nov.  13-14.  Four¬ 
teen  bishops  met  with  20  leading  nuclear  scientists  and  weapons  experts  to  discuss 
the  moral  and  theological  implications  of  nuclear  arms  as  outlined  in  the  bishops’ 
1986  pastoral  letter,  “In  Defense  of  Creation.”  Included  in  the  meeting  was  an  un¬ 
precedented  tour  of  the  weapons  and  research  facility  by  the  bishops. 


Dr.  Franklin  Poole,  Minister  of  Music 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  will  be  leading  a  tour  of  choir 
members  from  churches  all  over  Louisi¬ 
ana  on  a  European  tour  from  June  18  to 
July  2,  1988.  The  group  will  give  four 
concerts  during  the  two  week  tour.  Some 
of  the  cities  that  will  be  visited  are  Delft. 
Amsterdam,  Cologne,  Heidelberg,  Baden 
Baden,  Strasbourg,  Reims,  Paris,  Strat¬ 
ford-upon-Avon  and  London.  One  of  the 
special  treats  of  the  tour  will  be  that  of 
staying  in  homes  two  nights  while  in  Hol¬ 
land  and  two  nights  while  in  London.  The 
tour  is  under  the  auspices  of  Witte  Trav¬ 
el  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  a  large, 
well  established  and  reputable  travel 
company.  The  cost  of  the  trip  from  Hous¬ 


ton  is  $1,853  per  person.  (A  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  non-singers  may  accompany  the 
group  —  such  as  spouses  and  older  chil¬ 
dren.) 

In  January  a  rehearsal  schedule  will 
be  set  up  so  that  everyone  will  have  am¬ 
ple  opportunity  to  learn  the  music  with  a 
minimum  of  travel.  The  tour  will  be  set 
up  on  a  first-come,  first-serve  basis.  Af¬ 
ter  46  applicants  have  been  accepted  a 
waiting  list  will  be  established.  If  you 
are  interested  in  this  tour  please  contact 
Dr.  Poole  as  soon  as  possible  at  930 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802  (of¬ 
fice  504/383-4777,  home  504/343-9597). 
He  will  put  you  in  contact  with  someone 
in  your  area  assisting  him  with  the  tour. 


Bishops  Set  Special  Day  Of  Prayer 


WONDERFUL  WEEKEND  —  The  New  Orleans/Slidell  District  held  a  Ministers’ 
Retreat  at  Seashore  Methodist  Assembly  in  Biloxi,  Mississippi.  Mark  Rouch,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Intentional  Growth  Center  at  Lake  Junaluska,  was  the  resource  person. 
Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  was  the  Chairperson  of  the  Retreat  Design  Team. 


United  Methodist  bishops  from  around 
the  world  met  in  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina  in  November  and  commended 
the  U.S.  and  Soviet  leaders’  seeking  to 
eliminate  intermediate-range  nuclear 
forces  and  cut  the  number  of  strategic 
nuclear  weapons. 

The  bishops  also  called  on  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  denomination  to  observe  Sun¬ 
day,  December  6  as  a  special  day  of 


prayer  for  negotiations  between  Soviet 
and  U.S.  officials  to  begin  the  next  day  in 
Washington  D.C. 

The  bishops  issued  a  pastoral  letter 
last  year,  “In  Defense  of  Creation:  The 
Nuclear  Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace,”  in 
which  they  called  for  the  "earliest  possi¬ 
ble  negotiation  of  planned  but  rapid  re¬ 
duction  of  nuclear  arsenals." 
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Ji'rf  fa  Q  rial 

Mixed  signal  could  hinder  ministry 


The  recent  UM-sponsored  National 
Consultation  on  AIDS  Ministries  was 
well-conceived  in  its  purpose  and  method 
(see  UMR,  Nov  20  and  27). 

In  one  respect,  however,  the  event  has 
sent  a  signal,  perhaps  unintentionally, 
that  undermines  its  stated  purpose  in  the 
minds  of  many  United  Methodists. 

That  purpose  was:  "to  enable  persons 
from  local  churches  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  to  develop  visible  ministries"  of 
compassion  with  victims  of  acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome. 

Equally  laudable  was  the  consultation's 
method  of  engaging  participants  in  dia¬ 
logue  with  a  variety  of  experts  on  AIDS. 

Unfortunately,  the  consultation’s  mes¬ 
sage  about  one  facet  of  AIDS  was,  at 
best,  inconsistent. 

On  the  one  hand,  participants  were  told 
repeatedly  and  accurately  that  AIDS  is  not 
a  "gay"  disease.  That  is,  it  is  not  limited  to 
or  transmitted  solely  by  homosexual  men. 
One  speaker  put  it  this  way:“AIDS  is  not 
God’s  judgment  on  homosexuals.” 

The  clear  implication  from  what  he 
and  others  said:  Christians  should  re¬ 
spond  to  people  suffering  with  AIDS  as 
they  typically  do  to  other  victims  of  hu¬ 
man  suffering— with  compassion  regard¬ 
less  of  the  cause  or  what  one  otherwise 
thinks  of  the  person. 

At  the  same  time,  participants  re¬ 
ceived  a  contrasting  spoken  and  unspoken 
message:  Effective  ministry  to  homosex¬ 
ual  victims  of  AIDS  requires  approval  of 
their  sexual  orientation  and  behavior. 

That  message  was  conveyed  explicitly 
by  one  speaker’s  suggestion  that  the  church 
should  help  stop  AIDS  by  recognizing  “ho¬ 
mosexual  marriages"  and  thereby  promot¬ 
ing  "gay"  lifestyles  of  sexual  fidelity. 

The  message  was  conveyed  implicitly 
by  the  presence  of  numerous  speakers 
and  entertainers  identified  as  homosex¬ 
uals.  often  with  gratuitous  sympathetic 


references  to  homosexuality. 

We  believe  mixing  those  two  mes¬ 
sages  at  a  church-sponsored  event  is  a 
mistake  that  is  bound  to  produce  confu¬ 
sion  and  other  counterproductive  results 
among  those  being  asked  for  support. 

To  begin  with,  the  two  messages  are 
self-contradictory.  Further,  their  merger 
reinforces  incredible  claims  made  in  some 
quarters  that  the  homosexual  community 
is  "using  AIDS"  to  promote  acceptance  of 
its  sexual  orientation  and  lifestyle. 

A  recently  published  book  claims  that 
politically  active  homosexuals  are  trying 
to  create  the  impression  that  “AIDS  suf¬ 
ferers  are  the  victims  not  of  a  virus  but 
of  the  dread  evil  of  ‘homophobia’." 

In  the  highly  charged  moral  climate 
that  exists  regarding  homosexuality, 
church-sponsored  events  that  send  out  con¬ 
flicting  messages  risk  undermining  the 
kinds  of  ministry  they  seek  to  promote. 

That’s  particularly  true  if  people  who 
consider  homosexual  behavior  immoral 
are  told  their  efforts  to  help  AIDS  vic¬ 
tims  require,  or  imply,  their  approval  of 
such  behavior. 

As  Christians,  we  are  mandated  to 
deal  compassionately  with  people  who 
suffer,  regardless  of  the  cause  of  dis¬ 
ease  or  the  stigma  that  may  be  attached 
to  it.  That  is  no  less  true  of  the  suffering 
connected  with  AIDS  than  with  any  oth¬ 
er  disease. 

The  recent  AIDS  consultation  helpful¬ 
ly  calls  attention  to  that  truth.  The  meet¬ 
ing  rightly  suggests  the  urgency  with 
which  each  congregation  should  consider 
how  to  be  in  ministry  to  AIDS  victims— 
via  pastoral  care,  education  and  advoca¬ 
cy  for  the  rights  of  AIDS  sufferers. 

But  no  one  should  be  expected  to  give 
up  a  moral  conviction  he  or  she  consid¬ 
ers  scripturally  grounded  as  a  condition 
for  engaging  in  such  ministry. 


Here  /  Stand 

‘Quick  fixes’  don’t  fit  South  Africa  reality 


By  ALVAN  G.  WALKER 

Articles  in  the  Reporter  frequently  re¬ 
veal  an  incredibly  myopic  lack  of  per- 
spection  concerning  apartheid. 

Yes,  apartheid  is  abhorrent,  con¬ 
temptible.  deplor¬ 
able,  despicable, 
evil,  inhumane, 
morally  intolerable 
and  repugnant. 

Anathema  is  not 
too  strong  a  desig¬ 
nation. 

It  is  axiomatic 
that  there  are  more  Alvan  Walker 
simple  questions  than  there  are  simple 
answers.  And  our  classic  American 
quest  for  the  simple  answers— a  fond¬ 
ness  for  "the  quick  fix”— is  legendary 
throughout  the  world.  It  is  also  consid¬ 
ered  a  sign  of  national  immaturity. 

A  sophomoric,  simple  answer 

“Divest  now"  is  a  sophomoric,  simple 
answer  in  the  root  sense  of  wise  plus 
foolish.  That  is  probably  why  it  has  such 
great  appeal  for  college  students. 

However,  opposition  to  divestiture  is 
not  support  for  apartheid.  Nor  is  oppo¬ 
sition  to  disinvestment.  Conversely,  dis¬ 
investment,  that  is,  withdrawal  of  U.S. 
firms  from  South  Africa,  will  probably 
be  counterproductive. 

It  is  quite  understandable  that  the 
framer  of  the  "Sullivan  Principles,"  our 
universally  respected  American  Baptist 
minister  and  civil-rights  activist,  the 
Rev.  Leon  Sullivan,  would  become  pessi¬ 
mistic  and  impatient  enough  to  issue  his 
June  3  ultimatum  to  Pretoria. 

However,  it  would  be  grossly  inaccu¬ 
rate  to  infer  that  he  has  renounced  the 
"Sullivan  Principles,"  which  in  1977  called 
for  U.S.  firms  in  South  Africa  to  accom¬ 
plish  certain  very  specific  objectives. 

For  instance:  “No  segregation  in  eat¬ 


ing,  comfort  and  work  facilities.”  Re¬ 
sult:  Workplaces  have  been  fully 
desegregated  in  all  U.S.-owned  firms 
and  subsidiaries  who  embraced  the  Sul¬ 
livan  Principles. 

Also:  “Imprqve  the  quality  of  em¬ 
ployees’  lives  outside  the  work  environ¬ 
ment,  in  such  areas  as  housing, 
transportation,  education,  recreation 
and  health."  Result:  In  the  past  10 
years  American  companies  have  in¬ 
vested  more  than  $230  million  for  so¬ 
cial  programs  in  South  Africa. 

Contributions  are  significant 

Although  Dow  Chemical  has  only  200 
employees  in  South  Africa,  compared  to 
Coca-Cola  with  more  than  4,000,  General 
Motors  and  Mobil  Oil  with  more  than 
3,000  each  and  several  others  with  more 
than  2,000  each,  Dow’s  contributions  to 
education  are  significant  indications  of 
the  type  of  participation  by  Sullivan  Prin- 
ciples-abiding  companies. 

•  Dow’s  emphasis  on  education  is  im¬ 
portant,  because  80  percent  of  the 
black  teachers  in  South  Africa  have  the 
equivalent  of  an  eighth-grade  education 
or  less. 

•  Dow  gave  a  medical  library  worth 
$750,000  to  the  Medical  University  of 
Southern  Africa  and  provides  scholar¬ 
ships  to  train  black  doctors  at  this  uni¬ 
versity.  Dow  provides  six  scholarships 
per  year  for  black  students  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Zululand,  one  of  four  univer¬ 
sities  for  blacks  in  the  country. 

•Dow  has  “adopted"  the  black  Phe- 
feni  Senior  Secondary  School  in  Soweto 
and  spends  $10,000  to  $20,000  per  year 
to  upgrade  facilities  and  buy  books  and 
equipment.  Dow  packed  and  shipped  a 
26,000-volume  contribution  to  the  phe- 
feni  school  library. 

In  November  1984,  the  “Sullivan  Prin¬ 


ciples”  were  strengthened  to  require 
American  firms  to  make  a  firm  com¬ 
mitment  to  support  repeal  of  all  apart¬ 
heid  laws.  More  than  a  hundred  U.S. 
firms  have  made  this  commitment. 

Although  Mr.  Sullivan,  Archbishop 
Desmond  Tutu,  and  the  African  Nation¬ 
al  Congress’s  Nelson  Mandela  have  ex¬ 
pressed  support  of  divestment,  it  is 
unthinkable  that  any  of  them  advocate 
a  backward  step  from  the  above  listed 
accomplishments,  regardless  of  their 
varied  agendas  for  ending  apartheid. 

Chief  has  large  constituency 

Chief  Mangosuthu  Gatsha  Buthelezi 
has  a  constituency  of  6  million  Zulus 
(one  quarter  of  the  blacks).  That  is  four 
times  the  constituency  of  P.  W.  Botha’s 
apartheid-supporting  Nationalist  Party 
and  more  than  six  times  the  number  of 
Archbishop  Tutu’s  white  communicants. 

Chief  Buthelezi  has  cogent  reasons  for 
opposing  divestment,  and  his  opinions  are 
commended  to  the  UMC  General  Board 
of  Pensions  for  consideration  when  it  re¬ 
examines  policies  on  South  Africa. 

Chief  Buthelezi  has  observed: 

"Wherever  I  go  in  the  United  States,  I 
find  a  kind  of  noble  and  romantic  view  of 
the  black  struggle  in  South  Africa.  For 
Americans,  oppression  must  lead  to  pro¬ 
test,  and  all  protest  against  apartheid  for 
them  is  praiseworthy.  For  Americans, 
failed  protests  are  seen  as  lost  skirmishes 
in  a  battle  that  will  be  won  by  protest. 

"Protest  is  exciting  because  it  shows 
the  indomitability  of  the  human  spirit. 
Protest  has  immense  value  because  it 
mobilizes  people,  and  as  protest  gath¬ 
ers  momentum,  people  are  encouraged 
to  do  something  about  their  terrible 
circumstances  because  they  see  they 
are  not  alone.  They  find  strength  and 
succor  in  protest. . . . 

"The  problem  I  see  with  American  per¬ 


ception  of  protest  politics  in  South  Africa 
is  that  they  see  it  with  the  same  eyes  that 
they  saw  protest  in  the  black  civil-rights 
movement  in  the  United  States.  . . .  Pro¬ 
test  politics  in  South  Africa  must  go 
somewhere,  and  there  is  a  deep  cleavage 
between  black  South  Africans  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  where  protest  ought  to  go." 

Thus,  there  is  little  wonder  that 
Richard  K.  Long,  director  of  communi¬ 
cations  for  the  Dow  Chemical  Co., 
made  the  following  statement  in  an 
April  11  address  to  the  Public  Relations 
Student  Society  of  America  in  its 
Northeast  District  Conference  at  Syra¬ 
cuse,  N.Y. 

Mr.  Long  said:  ‘‘Chief  Buthelezi  isn’t 
a  Nobel  laureate,  but  he  speaks  respon¬ 
sibly  and  moderately  for  constructive 
change  in  South  Africa.  And  he  has 
been  described  by  some  U.S.  observers 
as  more  closely  reflecting  the  spirit  of 
Martin  Luther  King  than  any  other 
black  South  African  leader.” 

On  one  occasion,  Chief  Buthelezi  said, 
"I  am  passionately  opposed  to  apartheid, 
and  I  have  been  fighting  it  most  of  my 
life.  But  it  is  madness  that  to  kill  a  snake 
in  the  house,  one  should  bum  down  the 
house.  The  economy  is  the  engine  that 
alone  can  generate  the  wealth  that  will  be 
needed  by  any  government  that  will  be 
running  South  Africa  in  another  genera¬ 
tion  or  two  from  now." 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Alvan  G.  Walker  Jr.  is  a 
member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Melbourne.  Fla.  (Florida  Annu¬ 
al  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to 
" Here  I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


‘Faith  under  fire’  analysis  heats  some,  warms  others 


To  the  Editor: 

Please  give  a  thank  you  to  Stephen  L. 
Swecker.  His  Nov.  6  article  headlined, 
"Faith  under  fire:  UMs  struggle  with 
grace-full’  ambiguity”  finally  brought 
home  to  me  the  truth  about  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  UMC  today  is  worshiping  at  the 
secular  world’s  altar  of  tolerance. 

The  secular  world  sees  the  ultimate 
good  as  being  a  tolerance  of  all  other 
points  of  view.  There  are  no  absolute 
truths.  Thus  the  greatest  level  of  toler¬ 
ance  is  the  greatest  good. 

Christianity  is  diametrically  opposed 
to  this  philosophy.  Christians  believe  that 
they  have  found  ultimate  good  and  the 
absolute  truth.  The  test  then  of  the 
church  is  to  expose  human  sin  and  show 
the  way  to  forgiveness. 

The  UMC,  in  seeking  to  reconcile  the 
homosexual  lifestyle  with  Christianity, 
has  forsaken  not  only  its  God-given  task 
of  exposing  sin  but  the  absolute  truth  as 
well.  A  "both/and  perspective”  leads  to 
compromise  and  corruption. 

Let  the  bishops  come  forward  and  say 
once  and  for  all  whether  homosexuality 
is  indeed  an  abomination  as  the  Bible  de¬ 
scribes  or  whether  sexu.  1  preference  is 
simply  a  matter  of  choice 

Then  we  who  still  believe  in  the  abso¬ 
lute  truth  may  make  an  informed  choice 
whether  to  worship  at  the  altar  of  toler¬ 
ance  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  or 
to  seek  others  who  have  found  the  same 
absolute  truth.  David  D.  Bell 

Bloomington.  Indiana 

Article  misses  objections 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Nov.  6  analysis  by  Associate  Edi¬ 
tor  Stephen  L.  Swecker  is  interesting  and 
worthwhile  reading. 
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But  despite  Mr.  Swecker’s  erudite 
thoughts  concerning  “a  way  of  doing" 
and  "a  way  of  being,"  he  has  completely 
missed  the  objections  of  many  United 
Methodists  on  the  issue  of  ordaining  ho¬ 
mosexual  people. 

Many  of  us  believe,  as  our  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  state,  that  "Homosexual  persons 
no  less  than  heterosexual  persons  are  in¬ 
dividuals  of  sacred  worth. ..." 

We  also  believe,  as  the  Social  Principles 
state,  that  “the  practice  of  homosexuality 
is  incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.” 
Underline  the  words  "the  practice.” 

There  are  homosexuals  in  the  United 
Methodist  church  who  are  giving  their 
best  to  the  Lord.  They  have  committed 
themselves,  like  the  rest  of  us,  in  the 
words  of  the  Book  of  Discipline,  to  "fi¬ 
delity  in  marriage  and  celibacy  in  single¬ 
ness.”  God  bless  them. 

Our  concern  is  with  those  people  who  af¬ 
firm  that  one  should  be  ordained  and  still 
allowed  to  practice  homosexuality.  Hetero¬ 
sexuals  who  seek  ordination  must  commit 
themselves  to  “fidelity  in  marriage  and  cel¬ 
ibacy  in  singleness."  Homosexuals  must  do 
the  same.  That  is  the  point! 

My  hope  is  that  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  will  leave  the  Book  of  Discipline 
and  the  Social  Principles  unchanged. 

John  Ambler 

Framingham,  Massachusetts 

Why  debate  homosexualty? 

To  the  Editor: 

In  response  to  Stephen  L.  Swecker’s 


Nov.  6  article,  "Faith  under  fire  . . .,”  I 
have  to  ask:  Why  is  homosexuality  a  de¬ 
batable  sin? 

Leviticus  18:22,  20:13;  I  Corinthians 
6:9,10;  and  Romans  1:26,  27  all  make  it 
clear  that  homosexuality  is  wrong.  It  is 
not  a  “perceived  transgression.” 

Any  person  who  is  “self-proclaimed 
and  practicing"  and  obviously  proud  of 
his  or  her  sin  is  not  obedient  to  God  and 
should  not  lead  anyone. 

All  sinners  should  be  welcome  at 
church.  But  only  those  who  are  repentant 
and  are  committed  to  doing  God’s  will 
should  lead. 

If  we  let- the  world  dictate  morality, 
we  will  soon  have  "self-proclaimed  and 
practicing”  adulterers,  thieves  and  so  on 
leading  our  churches. 

Jeff  Nelson 

Los  Altos,  California 

Analysis  deserves  study 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  interested  in  the  Nov.  6  article, 
"Faith  under  fire  ...”  by  Stephen  L. 
Swecker.  His  analysis  deserves  to  be 
studied  by  all  United  Methodists  interest¬ 
ed  in  the  homosexual  problem. 

Mr.  Swecker  divides  Christians  into 
two  great  classes,  those  who  emphasize 
doing  and  those  who  emphasize  being.  He 
states  that  most  Christians  are  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  the  two. 

If,  however,  we  disproportionately  mag¬ 
nify  the  being  aspect  of  the  faith,  which 
seems  to  be  happening,  then  obviously  we 

My  Witness 


diminish  the  doing,  or  righteous  living  of 
the  faith.  That,  in  turn,  affects  the  way  in 
which  we  regard  homosexuals. 

To  put  the  argument  in  another  way,  it 
becomes  possible  to  say  that  because  I 
am  a  child  of  God,  and  therefore  a  new 
being,  the  works  that  I  do  in  the  body  do 
not  affect  my  inner  life,  or  being. 

That  to  me  is  dangerous  thinking,  for, 
as  Mr.  Swecker  states,  we  can  conclude 
that  "a  Christian  homosexual  is  not  auto¬ 
matically  a  contradiction  in  terms." 
That  naturally  opens  the  door  to  allow 
the  ordination  of  homosexuals. 

All  of  that  to  me  borders  on  the  old 
antinomian  heresy.  It  is  false  thinking, 
and  when  we  apply  it  to  homosexuals,  we 
are  merely  deluding  ourselves. 

If  we  could  ask  the  Apostle  Paul  the 
question,  "Can  a  homosexual  enter  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven?”  he  would  reply 
very  definitely,  "No." 

Thomas  F.  King 
Fredonia,  Kansas 

Being,  doing  connected 

To  the  Editor: 

Stephen  L.  Swecker  expresses  the  di¬ 
chotomy  between  being  and  doing  in 
thought-provoking  ways  (see  UMR  Nov. 
6).  But  I  think  they  are  inseparably  con¬ 
nected  in  practice. 

Deeds  both  indicate  what  one  is  and 
determine  what  one  is  becoming.  Being  a 
Christian  involves  one’s  disciplining 
his/her  doings.  Refusal  to  do  so  destroys 
the  very  foundation  of  being. 


Because  of  Jesus,  I  am  a  ‘Christian  Jew’ 


By  JOHN  B.  WARMAN 

When  there  is  antagonism  between 
Christian  and  Jew,  I  am  disturbed.  As  an 
old  man  who.  like  an  old  horse,  has  been 
put  out  to  pasture,  let  me  kick  up  my 
heels  on  this  issue.  Here  is  what  I  have 
come  to  believe  in  this  matter: 

I  am  a  Jew.  I  am  a  member  of  a  variant 
of  the  Jewish  faith,  a  variant  once  few  in 
number,  now  many  and  varied.  All  mem¬ 
bers  of  it  claim  the  name  “Christian.” 

Yet  I  am  a  Jew.  The  God  of  Abraham 
is  my  God.  The  Jew  of  the  synagogue 
may  be  the  natural  child,  but  I  have  been 
adopted  into  the  Jewish  family.  When  a 
Jew  is  derided,  I  am  offended.  When  a 
Jew  is  attacked,  I  am  wounded. 

As  a  Jew,  I  look  to  the  Jewish  Scrip¬ 
tures  for  guidance.  I  obey  the  command¬ 
ments  that  were  given  to  Moses  on  the 
sacred  mountain. 

As  a  Jew.  I  sing  the  songs  of  Zion.  I 
sing  praises  to  the  God  of  Abraham, 


Isaac  and  Jacob,  the  creator  of  the  heav¬ 
ens  and  the  earth,  my  shepherd,  the  king 
of  kings  and  the  lord  of  lords. 

As  a  Jew,  I  heed  the  Jewish  prophets.  I 
I  hear  their  warning 
that  obedience  is  bet¬ 
ter  than  sacrifice, 
I  their  demand  that 
|  justice  be  established 
‘  in  the  earth  and  their 
•  call  for  all  nations  to 
be  reconciled  in  the 
I  love  of  God. 

I  am  a  Jew.  I  fol¬ 
low  the  Jew  named  Jesus  and  claim  him 
as  my  teacher  and  savior.  In  him,  I  see 
the  love  the  God  of  Abraham  has  for  us 
all,  a  love  that  dared  to  die  upon  a  cross 
rather  than  damn  even  those  who  nailed 
him  there. 

Because  of  the  Jew  named  Jesus,  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  God  loves  me  as  I  am  and  will 
help  me  to  become  all  that  was  intended 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


John  Warman 


Journey  to  promised  land  begins  in  hope 


For  40  years.  Scripture  tells  us,  Moses 
and  the  children  of  Israel  roamed  the 
wilderness  anticipating  their  eventual 
entry  into  the  promised  land  of  Canaan. 

Moses  was  denied  entry  to  that  land  of 
"milk  and  honey"  for  which  he  had  rescued 
the  band  of  Hebrew  slaves  from  Egypt. 
With  only  a  distant  view  of  that  land,  he 
died  before  his  people  could  occupy  it. 

As  this  is  read.  I  will  be  privileged  as 
Moses  was  not.  As  the  season  of  Advent 
begins,  I  have  been  given  permission  to 
enter  the  land  promised  by  God  to  the 
people  of  Moses. 

Thousands  of  years  after  Moses  and 
his  people  thought  their  quest  for  the 
promised  land  had  ended,  modern-day 
children  of  Israel  again  are  approaching 
the  end  of  a  40-year  journey. 

Forty  years  ago  on  the  day  of  my  ar¬ 
rival  in  the  land  of  Canaan— now  the 
state  of  Israel— a  vote  by  the  United  Na¬ 


tions  permitted  the  partitioning  of  Pales¬ 
tine  to  provide  a 
homeland  for  the 
children  of  Israel. 

In  a  few  months 
the  anniversary  for  ^ 
the  actual  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  new  na¬ 
tion  will  pass, 
marking  the  passage  TJfj 
of  another  40  years  Dan  Louis 
of  struggle  in  pursuit  of  an  ancient  and 
divine  promise  of  a  homeland. 

Like  their  ancestors,  these  modern- 
day  wanderers  have  experienced  reli¬ 
gious,  political,  social  and  cultural 
resistance  to  their  claims  of  divine 
promise  and  ultimate  rights. 

Peoples  with  religious  traditions  as  an¬ 
cient  as  the  Jews — Moslems  and  Chris¬ 
tians,  because  their  traditions  are  rooted 
in  the  history  of  Israel— insist  on  their 


In  regard  to  Rose  Mary  Denman  and 
other  practicing  homosexual  people 
seeking  or  already  granted  ordination: 

If  I  had  grown  up  and  allowed  myself 
to  become  a  practicing  homosexual  and 
believed  God  had  called  me  into  His  min¬ 
istry  without  calling  me  to  repent  of  my 
sin,  would  I  have  a  right  to  expect  a  great 
church  to  change  its  standards  for  me? 

Or  to  allow  me  a  station  of  honor  and 
responsibility  among  its  children? 

When  I  was  baptized,  I  promised  to  keep 
God’s  holy  will  and  commandments  and 
walk  in  the  same  all  the  days  of  my  life. 
The  church  prayed  that  all  sinful  affec¬ 
tions  in  me  might  die,  that  I  might  have 
the  power  and  strength  to  triumph  over 
evil  and  to  receive  the  fullness  of  God's 
grace.  On  the  strength  of  that,  I  was  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  church  as  a  member. 

Shall  I  now  proclaim  that  I  have  one 
particularly  repulsive  sin  that  I  make  no 
attempt  or  pretense  to  conquer  and  ex¬ 
pect  you  to  welcome  me  into  its  minis¬ 
try?  If  you  so  welcome  me,  can  I  not 
assume  that  you  license  me  to  change 
your  church  to  the  extent  that  I  am  able? 

I  doubt  if  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  save  itself  by  becoming  so  inclusive 
that  absolutely  anybody  can  feel  com¬ 
fortable  in  it. 

Aren’t  there  enough  different  churches 
so  that  United  Methodists  would  better 
maintain  (or  return  to)  some  exclusive 
identity  and  principle,  some  standard, 


something  toward  “Christian  perfection”? 

W.  Lee  Chamberlain  I 
Horseheads,  New  York 

Give  us  more  like  it 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  Stephen  L.  Swecker's  in¬ 
sightful  and  sensitive  article  in  the  Nov. 
6  Reporter. 

The  analysis  made  of  the  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  issue  in  light  of  the  larger  issues 
of  ordination  and  the  doctrine  of  the 
church  is  one  that  has  been  missing 
throughout  much  of  the  debate  on  the 
subject.  I  hope  you  will  follow  up  the  ar¬ 
ticle  with  more  like  it."  *  * 

The  Reporter  could  benefit  considera¬ 
bly  from  a  more  balanced  approach  to 
providing  articles  oriented  to  exploring 
the  meaning  of  Christian  faith  as  “being” 
in  addition  to  the  near  monopoly  of  those 
based  on  “doing.” 

The  newspaper  often  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  house  organ  of  a  corporation  with 
its  concerns  for  institutional  growth  and 
the  trumpeting  of  corporation  projects, 
achievements  and  executives— with  a 
few  shrill  stockholder  letters  thrown  in 
for  entertainment  value. 

More  editorials  that  seek  to  explore  the 
issues  with  theological  understanding,  es¬ 
pecially  one  that  recognizes  the  “grace¬ 
ful”  ambiguity  of  doing  and  being,  would 
be  a  most  welcome  change  for  the  better. 

Sarah  J.  Flynn 
Storrs,  Connecticut 


when  I  was  created. 

Because  of  the  Jew  named  Jesus,  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  am  to  let  God’s  love  flow  through 
my  life  into  this  world,  that  I  am  to  show 
that  love  even  to  the  enemy  I  cannot  like 
by  seeking  that  enemy’s  best  welfare. 

Because  of  the  Jew  named  Jesus,  I 
look  forward  to  eternal  life  in  the  family 
of  God  in  that  time  beyond  time  when 
the  God  of  Abraham  and  of  Jesus  has 
made  all  things  new. 

The  Jew  of  the  synagogue  who  turns  to 
Jesus  is  called  a  "Jewish  Christian.”  I  who 
come  to  Zion  by  way  of  Jesus  am  a  “Chris¬ 
tian  Jew.”  So  I  believe  and  so  I  try  to  live. 

That  is  why  it  troubles  me  when  Jews 
and  Christians  fail  to  realize  their  unity. 
May  God  help  us  so  to  live  that  all  the 
families  of  earth  may  come  to  know  they 
are  the  family  of  God.  (See  Romans  2:28- 
29;  11:17-18.) 

John  B.  Warman  is  a  retired  United 
Methodist  bishop  living  in  Friendship.  Md. 


own  divine  claims  to  the  promised  land. 

War  and  rumors  of  war,  rather  than 
"milk  and  honey,"  continue  to  be  the 
world’s  perception  of  this  land. 

Any  hope  for  a  peaceful  future  would 
seemingly  require  radical  new  under¬ 
standings  by  groups  of  people,  each  of 
whom  hold  the  vision  of  being  the  people 
of  God  while  staunchly  resisting  being 
one  people  among  others  who  worship 
the  same  God. 

As  I  travel  through  the  land  promised 
to  Moses’  people,  I  will  search  for  signs 
of  hope  that  God’s  people— all  of  God’s 
people— might  become  one  in  this  land. 

And  I  pray  that  when  I  return  to  my 
own  land,  I  will  be  able  to  share  such  a 
hope  with  others,  lest  like  Moses  we  will 
die  without  having  experienced  God’s 
promise  of  peace  to  His  people— in  Isra¬ 
el  or  any  other  land. 

-DANIEL  J.  LOUIS 


ri 


Methodist 

Home 

...  a  place  where 
love  can  grow. 

Methodist  Home  serving  the  seven  United  Methodist  Conferences  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico,  offers  a  multiple  service  Christian  child  care 
ministry  to  children  and  their  families  in  the  two  state  area.  The  pro¬ 
gram  facilitates  normal  growth  and  development  and  the  goal  of  en¬ 
abling  children  and  their  families  to  enhance  their  wholeness  and 
freedom  in  order  to  achieve  and  to  become  more  productive  individuals 
of  greater  dignity  and  worth. 

“ The  Heart  of  United  Methodism ” 

Methodist  Home 

till  Herring  Ave.  •  Waco,  Texas  76708  •  (817)  753-0181 
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PBS-TV  series  probes 
UM  split  on  Nicaragua 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

In  the  Dec.  9  premiere  of  a  three- 
part  Public  Broadcasting  Service  TV 
series,  “God  and  Politics,”  Bill 
Moyers  explores  the  controversial 
work  of  United  Methodist  missionar¬ 
ies  in  Nicaragua. 

The  90-minute  program  attempts  to 
describe  how  upheaval  in  Central 
America  pits  United  Methodists  in 
this  country  in  a  theological  and  polit¬ 
ical  duel. 

‘‘Some  Methodists,”  Mr.  Moyers 
says  in  the  documentary,  “believe 
their  faith  dictates  that  they  work  to¬ 
ward  social  justice.  They  actively 
support  the  Sandinistas  and  liberation 
theology— an  interpretation  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  now  being  advanced  ...  in  Latin 
America  that  requires  a  commitment 
to  the  poor  and  oppressed. 

“Opposing  them  are  the  conserva¬ 
tives,  evangelicals  and  fundamental¬ 
ists  who  equate  liberation  theology 
with  support  for  communism.  The 
kingdom  of  God  is  split  asunder  in  the 
application  of  faith  to  politics.” 

Visited  two  churches 

The  program  includes  visits  to  two 
United  Methodist  churches— one  in 
New  York  City  where  Nicaraguan 
President  Daniel  Ortega  once 
preached,  the  other  in  a  suburb  of 
Dallas,  where  members  have  voted  to 
stop  supporting  United  Methodist 
missionaries  abroad  who  identify 
with  the  Sandinista  movement. 

Mr.  Moyers  said  of  the  documenta¬ 
ry,  "It  wrestles  with  the  question, 
‘How  can  two  people  read  the  same 
Bible,  pay  tribute  to  the  same  tradi¬ 
tion,  pray  to  the  same  God  and  come 
out  on  opposite  sides  of  an  issue  like 
this?’  There  is  no  simple  answer.” 

Mr.  Moyers,  an  ordained  Southern 
Baptist  minister,  said  the  documenta¬ 
ry  “is  as  much  a  story  of  American 
foreign  policy  as  it  is  of  religion.” 

“The  Reagan  administration  plant¬ 
ed  itself  firmly  against  liberation  the¬ 
ology  even  before  it  came  to  power,” 
he  said.  ", . .  The  region  is  being  inun¬ 
dated  by  evangelical  teams  from  the 
U.S.  who  make  no  effort  to  hide  their 
political  beliefs  in  support  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan. 

"Meanwhile,  in  Nicaragua,  other 
Christians  demonstrate  in  front  of  the 


“How  can  two  peo¬ 
ple  read  the  same 
Bible  .  .  .  pray  to  the 
same  God  and  come 
out  on  opposite 
sides?  There’s  no 
simple  answer.” 

— Bill  Moyers 


American  embassy  against  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  policies.” 

Spent  week  with  missionaries 

The  award-winning  television  jour¬ 
nalist,  who  once  served  as  press  sec¬ 
retary  for  President  Lyndon  Johnson, 
spent  a  week  with  the  Rev.  Paul  Jef¬ 
frey  and  his  wife,  the  Rev.  Lyda 
Pierce,  in  Nicaragua  in  August  1987, 
Mr.  Jeffrey  told  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  said  Mr.  Moyers  and  his 
film  crew  followed  Ms.  Pierce  to 
northern  Nicaragua  where  she 
preached  at  a  Pentecostal  church. 
The  crew  filmed  him  while  he  inter¬ 
viewed  a  Nicaraguan  Pentecostal 
pastor  who  lost  his  leg  to  a  rebel 
mine. 

Mr.  Moyers’  camera  crew  also 
filmed  UM  missionary  Howard 
Heiner,  a  forestry  specialist  working 
with  the  National  Ministry  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  while  he  planted  trees  on  a  vol¬ 
canic  slope  in  western  Nicaragua. 

George  W.  Baldwin,  who  gave  up 
his  credentials  as  a  UM  minister  and 
seminary  professor  in  1983,  is  inter¬ 
viewed  by  Mr.  Moyers  at  a  central 
Nicaragua  cooperative  community 
where  he  now  resides  and  works 
alongside  native  farmers. 

Even  the  documentary’s  “voice¬ 
overs”  will  be  authentic,  Mr.  Jeffrey 
told  the  Reporter.  He  said  Mr. 
Moyers’  producers  sent  back  tran¬ 
scripts  in  Spanish  and  had  the  two 
missionaries  record  their  own  words 
again— this  time  in  English. 

Mr.  Jeffrey,  Ms.  Pierce  and  four 
Heiners — Mr.  Heiner,  his  wife,  Peggy, 
their  son,  Dan,  and  Dan’s  wife,  Ja¬ 
net— concede  that  their  early  years  in 
Nicaragua  were  dominated  by  the 


NICARAGUA— In  the  war  zone  of  Nicaragua,  Bill  Moyers  interviews 
former  United  Methodist  minister  George  W.  Baldwin,  who  quit  the  or¬ 
dained  ministry  in  1983  and  now  works  with  poor  refugees  from  the 
Sandinista-contra  war.  Mr.  Moyers’  visit  to  this  resettlement  village  is 
featured  in  the  three-part  series,  “Moyers:  God  and  Politics,”  airing 
Dec.  9, 16  and  23  on  the  Public  Broadcasting  System  at  9  p.m.  EST.  The 
documentary  explores  how  religious  beliefs  are  shaping  current  events, 
as  in  the  case  of  Nicaragua,  where  Christians  are  divided  in  their  sup¬ 
port  for  Nicaraguan  government  troops  and  for  the  opposing  contras. 


controversy  that  Mr.  Moyers  explores 
in  his  documentary. 

Return  home  advocated 

One  incident  involved  the  four  mis¬ 
sionaries,  the  Washington-based  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Religion  and  Democracy  and  a 
grouping  of  conservative  United 
Methodists  who  oppose  Sandinista 
policies  in  Central  America. 

In  an  open  letter  to  U.S.  church  of¬ 
ficials  in  1985,  the  UM  missionary 
couples  vouched  for  the  existence  of 
religious  freedom  in  Nicaragua  under 
the  Sandinista  regime.  The  regime 
had  come  to  power  in  1979  after  over¬ 
throwing  Anastasio  Somoza,  whose 
family  had  been  in  power  since  1934. 


The  Institute  of  Religion  and  De¬ 
mocracy,  which  lists  several  United 
Methodists  among  its  policy-makers, 
contended  that  the  open  letter  further 
endangered  the  liberty  of  Nicaraguan 
believers.  The  institute  then  instigat¬ 
ed  an  attempt  to  have  all  three  cou¬ 
ples  recalled  for  discussions  on  the 
direction  of  future  UM  mission  work 
in  Nicaragua. 

It  was  not  until  a  session  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
April  1986  that  the  missionaries  were 
given  a  clear  vote  of  confidence. 

Bill  Yoder,  a  free  lance  writer  who 
visited  Nicaragua  Sept.  12-Oct.  5.  con¬ 
tributed  background  material  to  this 
article. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Keith  Loren  Stanton  has  an  imposing 
title. 

He  is  an  immigration  response  spe¬ 
cialist  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.— one  of  five 
in  the  whole  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Stanton  is  assigned  to  this  new  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  “church  and  community  worker" 
through  the  National  Program  Division 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

But  if  proposed  legislation  regarding  cer¬ 
tain  workers  related  to  the  mission  board  is 
passed  by  the  1988  General  Conference,  Mr. 
Stanton  and  others  now  commissioned  as 
“church  and  community  workers’’  would 
first  be  called  “missionaries.” 

Proposed  amendments  to  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  the  collection  of  church  laws, 
would  give  the  current  317  church  and 
community  workers  and  other  “home 
.missionaries”  equal  status  with  the  1,280 
.'missionaries  related  to  the  Global  Minis- 
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tries  board’s  World  Program  Division. 

In  addition  to  simplifying  titles,  board 
officials  said,  the  proposed  amendments 
would  seek  to  integrate  separate  board- 
related  deaconess  and  home  missionary 
programs  under  a  common  philosophy  of 
commissioning  and  of  service. 

Clearer  ‘standing’  sought 

James  Brentlinger,  staff  executive  for 
the  board’s  mission  personnel  resources 
department,  told  the  Reporter  the 
changes  are  expected  to  clarify  the 
standing  of  church  workers  in  communi¬ 
ties  they  are  assigned  to  serve. 

“The  mission  personnel  department 
favors  permitting  future  church  and 
community  workers  assigned  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  to  be  commissioned  as 
missionaries,”  said  Mr.  Brentlinger. 

"People  know  what  a  missionary  is 
but  have  trouble  understanding  the  role 
of  a  church  and  community  worker. 
Then,  too,  to  be  given  the  title  ‘mission¬ 
ary’  is  an  honorable  status.” 

Mr.  Stanton,  for  one,  agrees  with  the 
proposed  change,  since  it,  in  his  opinion, 
would  help  establish  his  credibility  with 
the  general  public. 

"If  the  immigrants  I  assist  were  told 
that  I  am  a  United  Methodist  national 
missionary,  they’d  know  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  that  I  am  called  to  help  them  as 
new  people  in  this  country,”  said  Mr. 
Stanton.  “I’d  also  get  the  same  respect 
from  other  [United]  Methodists  as  if  I 
had  gone  overseas.” 


A  Christ-Centered 
Partnership 


Here’s  a  missionary  team  if  there  ever  was  one!  Dwight  and  Sonia  Strawn 
went  to  Korea  together  in  1967;  he  had  already  done  a  stint  there  as  a  “K-3” 
beginning  in  1960. 

They  are  very  involved  in  the  life  of  Korea,  its  people,  its  church.  Dwight, 
a  professor  of  English  at  Yonsei  University  in  Seoul  where  he  also  teaches 
a  Bible  class,  is  president  of  the  Association  of  English  Teachers  in  Korea. 
Sonia,  in  addition  to  mothering  two  daughters,  is  an  assistant  to  one  of 
Korea’s  most  distinguished  attorneys,  Dr.  Tai-Young  Lee,  a  leader  in  legal 
aid  and  human  rights  cases. 

The  Strawns’  letters  tell  of  students  struggling  for  the  means  to  get  an 
education,  of  Christians  seeking  to  stand  with  their  brothers  and  sisters  in 
a  society  often  characterized  as  a  brutal  dictatorship,  of  identification  with 
many  people  suffering  in  poverty,  of  a  nation  seeking  the  benefits  of 
democracy  and  freedom  from  oppression,  of  seeking  the  implications  of 
the  Gospel  for  such  a  place  and  time. 

Dwight  and  Sonia’s  ministry  in  education  and  social  concern  is  matched 
by  those  of  hundreds  of  other  missionaries  around  the  globe  seeking  to  bring 
the  message  of  Christ  through  their  various  gifts  and  skills.  All  of  them  need 
your  support.  In  1987  that  means  $6,000,000.  To  find  out  how  you  can  sup¬ 
port  these  missionaries  and  help  to  send  others,  contact  your  Conference 
Secretary  of  Global  Ministries  or  write  to  Ed  Moultrie,  Room  1314,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115. 
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World  Program  Division 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


Betty  Thompson,  spokeswoman  for  the 
mission  agency,  said  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  change  the  status  of  home  mis¬ 
sionaries  would  not  numerically  change 
the  roll  of  missionaries  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  1,280  people  assigned  to  the  World 
Program  Division  include: 

S  490  sent  overseas  from  the  United 
States  for  full-time  mission  work; 

/  408  missionaries  from  partner 
churches  in  mission  (Methodists  from  one 
country  other  than  the  United  States  and 
supported  by  Methodists  from  yet  another 
country  other  than  the  United  States); 

y  64  short-term  missionaries  (doctors 
and  nurses  on  special  projects); 

y  318  volunteers  in  mission,  mission¬ 
ary  interns  and/or  missionaries  on  leave 
of  absence. 

The  317  missionaries  assigned  to  the 
National  Program  Division  are: 

y  234  deaconesses; 

y  36  US-2s  (adults  ages  20-30  serving  in 
church-related  vocations  for  two  years); 

y  47  church  and  community  workers 
such  as  Mr.  Stanton. 

When  asked  if  more  candidates  for 
missionary  service  might  ask  to  be  as¬ 
signed  to  the  National  Program  Division, 
given  the  advantages  of  the  proposed 
new  titles,  Ms.  Thompson  said  the  board 
is  not  sure. 

Applications  for  service,  especially 
from  ethnic-minority  people,  reportedly 
have  dropped  in  recent  years. 

"I  don’t  think  the  amendments  will  af¬ 
fect  the  numbers,  in  terms  of  minorities 
being  commissioned  missionaries,"  Ms 
Thompson  said. 


Global  board  unit  studies 
mission  training  center  sites 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  United  Methodist  mission  board 
might  gain  not  only  some  new  “mission¬ 
aries”  (see  story  above)  but  a  new  mis¬ 
sion  training  center  as  well. 

A  task  force  of  directors  from  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  met 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  in  late  November  to 
discuss  a  possible  site,  a  specific  model 
of  operation  and  budget  for  a  proposed 
Mission  Resource  Center,  said  Betty 
Gordon,  chairwoman  of  the  task  force. 

Creation  of  such  a  center  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  mission  board  during  its 
fall  meeting,  she  said.  The  task  force  is 
to  present  details  to  the  full  board  in 
March  1988. 

Mrs.  Gordon  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
task  force  would  first  look  at  United 
Methodist-related  institutions  of  higher 
learning  as  possible  locations  for  the 
mission  center. 

“We  have  been  contacted  by  several 
United  Methodist  seminaries  inviting  the 
task  force  to  do  site  visits,”  she  said. 

James  Brentlinger,  a  mission  board 


executive,  said  the  task  force  had  not 
ruled  out  the  Scarritt  Graduate  School 
campus  in  Nashville  as  a  site  for  the  cen¬ 
ter.  The  board’s  Women’s  Program  Divi¬ 
sion  is  purchasing  the  10.5-acre  campus. 

“The  task  force  on  the  mission  center 
would  like  to  consider  a  location  close  to 
an  academic  community  so  courses  can 
be  developed  for  further  training  in  the 
area  of  mission,”  Mr.  Brentlinger  said. 

Mr.  Brentlinger,  a  staff  member  in  the 
board’s  mission  personnel  department,  said 
the  center  is  to  educate  and  prepare  people 
for  a  global  understanding  of  mission  and 
provide  an  arena  for  global  exchange  of 
personnel  and  resources  for  mission. 

The  center  is  expected  to  offer  a  core 
program  with  graduate-level  courses  on 
the  church,  mission  in  today’s  world,  bib¬ 
lical  studies,  and  social  and  economic 
analysis.  The  training  program  is  also  to 
provide  opportunities  for  general  lay 
members  of  UM  churches  to  learn  about 
missions  subjects. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Filipino  UM  bishops: 
Personal  reformation 
crucial  in  Philippines 


Home  missionaries 

Proposal  would  give  church-community  workers  missionary  status 


“The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  has  found  that  fewer  ethnic  Ameri¬ 
cans  are  becoming  missionaries  because 
many  of  them  who  might  be  interested  in 
such  assignments  following  college  grad¬ 
uation  say  they  cannot  manage  to  repay 
school  loans  on  the  low  salaries  mission¬ 
aries  receive.” 

No  change  in  deaconess  order 

Betty  Letzig,  a  coordinator  for  mission 
personnel  within  the  mission  board’s  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division  and  herself  a 
deaconess,  said  the  expanded  use  of 
“missionary”  wouldn’t  change  the  stand¬ 
ing  of  deaconesses  as  an  “order”  within 
the  church. 

Deaconesses  are  available  for  service 
with  any  agency  or  program  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  she  said. 

“It’s  not  a  common  practice  for  dea¬ 
conesses  to  request  an  assignment  out¬ 
side  of  the  United  States,  so  most 
deaconesses  will  continue  to  serve  under 
the  National  Division,"  she  said. 

To  qualify  for  missionary  status  under 
the  board’s  direction,  a  candidate  has  to 
agree  to  serve  two  or  more  years. 

The  selection  process  for  missionaries 
includes  assessment  of  Christian  commit¬ 
ment  and  understanding  of  mission  in¬ 
volvement.  inter-cultural/ethnic/racial 
experience  and  understanding;  appropri¬ 
ate  education  and  professional  qualifica¬ 
tion  for  the  assignment;  interpersonal  and 
leadership  development  skills;  and  good 
physical  and  emotional  health. 

Missionaries  and  deaconesses  are  com¬ 
missioned  by  a  bishop  upon  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  mission  personnel  resources 
program  department  and  the  approval  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

If  the  Filipino  “people  power  revolu¬ 
tion”  that  toppled  Ferdinand  Marcos’ 
government  in  1986  is  to  succeed,  the  Fil¬ 
ipino  people  must  heed  a  call  to  personal 
reformation,  said  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Emerito  P.  Nacpil  (Manila  Area). 

The  bishop  delivered  a  hard-hitting  30- 
page  pastoral  statement  last  week  in 
Central  United  Methodist  Church’s  sanc¬ 
tuary  in  Manila  before  more  than  1,000 
United  Methodists. 

In  that  statement  the  three  Filipino 
UM  bishops  urged  the  country’s  200,000 
United  Methodists  "to  help  the  new  lead¬ 
ership  succeed  and  the  new  government 
to  function  well.” 

Obligation  is  ours  alone 

“This  is  an  obligation  we  cannot  oblige 
others  to  do  for  us.”  they  said.  “We  must 
assume  it  ourselves.” 

Philippine  government  officials,  in¬ 
cluding  senators  Jovito  Salonga  and  Nep- 
tali  Gonzales  and  Justice  Minister  Sedfry 
Ordonez,  attended  the  reading  of  the 
pastoral  letter. 

Besides  Bishop  Nacpil,  the  other  Fili¬ 
pino  United  Methodist  episcopal  leaders 
are  Jose  C.  Gamboa  Jr.  (Philippine  Cen¬ 
tral  Conference),  and  Paul  L.  A.  Grana- 
dosin  (Baguio  Area). 

Bishop  Nacpil.  speaking  on  behalf  of 
the  Filipino  bishops,  called  for: 

•  An  end  to  the  secessionist  and  ideo¬ 
logical  violence  that  "tears  us  apart  " 

Houston  bishop 
recovering  after 
bypass  surgery 

McALLEN,  Texas  (UMR)— United 
Methodist  Bishop  Ben  R.  Oliphint  (Hous¬ 
ton  Area)  was  reported  as  resting  com¬ 
fortably  after  undergoing  quadruple, 
bypass  open  heart  surgery  Nov.  25  at  Rio 
Grande  Regional  Hospital  in  McAllen. 

Mary  Lou  Krause,  editor  of  the  Texas 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter,  gave 
that  report  Sunday  after  speaking  by 
telephone  with  Bishop  Oliphint’s  wife. 

The  church  leader  suffered  severe 
heart  pains  early  Tpesday  morning,  Nov. 
24,  while  on  a  quail  hunting  outing  with 
several  Texas  conference  churchmen  on 
a  ranch  near  Edinburg,  about  300  miles 
southwest  of  Houston  near  the  U.S.-Mexi- 
co  border.  His  companions  took  him  by 
van  to  a  nearby  hospital. 

Mrs.  Oliphint  said  the  attending  physi¬ 
cian  at  the  McAllen  hospital  indicated 
that  the  bishop  suffered  no  permanent 
heart  damage. 

Bishop  Oliphint,  assigned  to  lead  the 
denomination’s  Houston  Area  in  1984, 
has  also  been  serving  as  interim  bishop 
of  the  Louisiana  Area  since  the  death 
this  spring  of  Bishop  Walter  Underwood. 

He  is  chairman  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns  and  was  re¬ 
cently  elected  chairman  of  the  United 
Methodist  Communications  Council  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico,  parent  body  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


•  Healing  of  the  "deep  and  festering 
wounds  of  poverty  and  injustices." 

•  The  nation  to  “face  honestly  and 
boldly  the  ugly  underside  of  the  Fili¬ 
pino  character." 

The  nation  has  been  plagued  by  insta¬ 
bility  and  threats  to  overthrow  the  new 
constitutional  government  headed  by 
President  Corazon  Aquino,  he  said. 

Can’t  let  opportunity  slip 

“I  feel  like  a  lonely  voice  crying  in  the 
wilderness,"  he  told  the  Reporter  just 
five  days  before  the  public  ceremony  in 
Manila.  “We  can’t  let  this  great  opportu¬ 
nity  slip  by;  it  will  not  come  again.” 

The  bishop,  speaking  during  breaks 
from  the  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  said  the  secession¬ 
ist  movements,  along  with  the  ideologi¬ 
cal  struggles  between  leftists,  rightists 
and  nationalists,  threaten  the  nation’s 
unity. 

National  survival  also  depends  on  cor¬ 
recting  the  economic  problems  that 
'make  the  many  poor  poorer  and  the  few 
rich  richer."  he  said. 

At  the  heart  of  the  bishops’  call,  how¬ 
ever,  is  the  matter  of  personal  reforma¬ 
tion,  the  bishops'  pastoral  letter  said. 

There  is  a  deficiency  in  the  Filipino 
character  that  needs  reform,"  Bishop 
Nacpil  said  during  an  interview. 

He  said  many  Filipinos  seem  to  lack 
an  inner  sense  of  order,  a  respect  for 
law,  an  appreciation  for  the  common 
good  and  value  for  responsibilities  that 
go  with  freedom. 

"The  Filipino  is  free  and  irresponsi¬ 
ble,"  he  said.  “Is  that  not  a  profound 
moral  contradiction?  Can  the  rebuilding 
of  a  broken  nation  be  entrusted  to  such  a 
people?" 

Bishop  Nacpil  admitted  that  the  prob¬ 
lem  was  not  unique  to  Filipinos  but  said, 
“Other  people  may  be  like  that,  but  I’m 
not  talking  about  other  people,  I’m  talk¬ 
ing  about  us.  I’m  talking  about  the  char¬ 
acter  of  nation  building.” 

Rebuilding  resources  exist 

He  said  the  resources  for  rebuilding 
exist  in  the  new  constitution— an  em¬ 
bracing  by  national  vote  of  a  common 
ideology  as  spelled  out  in  the  constitu¬ 
tion;  a  new  government  and  new  leader¬ 
ship;  and,  finally,  “the  challenge  that  is 
put  to  us  as  a  people.  " 

"If  a  homemaker  (Mrs.  Aquino)  can 
have  the  courage  and  develop  the  confi¬ 
dence  to  govern  an  unruly  and  free¬ 
wheeling  people,  cannot  the  ordinary 
Filipino  develop  a  decent  respect  for  his 
or  her  dignity  and  honor  and  be  trusted 
with  the  task  of  rebuilding  their  country 
in  a  democratic,  constructive  and  peace¬ 
ful  way?”  he  asked. 

Christians  can  play  an  important  part 
in  that  rebuilding  process,  the  bishop 
said. 

He  called  for  a  "shaking  of  the  founda¬ 
tions"  to  reorder  values  and  priorities, 
emphasizing  the  traditional  values  of 
Methodism — personal  holiness  and  social 
witness. 

The  Methodist  emphasis  on  “practical 
divinity”  can  reform  both  people  and  the 
nation,  he  said. 


Zimbabwean  massacre 
doesn’t  affect  proposed 
UM  university  location 


Compiled  from  staff  reports 

The  attack  last  week  on  a  Pentecostal 
mission  station  in  Zimbabwe  occurred 
some  350  miles  southwest  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  site  of  a  UM-related  university  in 
the  southern  African  country. 

United  Methodism’s  top  education  offi¬ 
cial  said  Nov.  27  he  was  uncertain  how 
the  killing  of  16  people  at  the  Esigodini 
mission  near  Bulawayo,  Zimbabwe, 
might  affect  plans  for  the  university, 
given  the  military  instability  of  southern 
Africa. 

A  proposal  for  a  $5-million-per-year 
fund  to  pay  for  construction  and  operation 
of  the  university  from  1989  to  1992  at  Old 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  was  to  be  presented  to 
the  UM  treasury  agency  this  week.  If  ap¬ 
proved  there,  it  would  go  to  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  for  final  action. 

Old  Mutare  is  near  Umtali  (see  map) 
in  east-central  Zimbabwe,  about  seven 
miles  from  the  border  with  Mozambique. 

Bulawayo,  where  the  attack  occurred, 
is  in  Zimbabwe’s  Matabeleland  province 
along  the  southwestern  border  with  Bot¬ 
swana. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  said  he  had  no 
direct  information  about  the  Nov.  25 
massacre  of  four  men,  five  women  and 
seven  children.  News  reports  indicated 
none  were  United  Methodists. 

Dr.  Trotter  said  he  would  contact 
United  Methodist  officials  in  Zimbabwe 
over  the  weekend  to  get  their  assessment 
of  the  situation. 

Earlier  in  November,  Dr.  Trotter  told 
members  of  the  Reporter’s  Governing 
Board  that,  in  some  ways,  Africa  is  “a 
politically  dangerous  continent”  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  20). 

"Few  places  in  Africa  are  safe  right 
now,"  he  said. 

But  Dr.  Trotter  said  people  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe  regard  the  proposed  UM  university 
at  Old  Mutare  as  a  stabilizing  element 
within  that  region— at  the  edge  of  a  war 


zone  in  Mozambique. 

He  noted  that  neither  the  90-year-old 
UM-related  Hartzell  School  nor  the  UM 
mission  compound  at  Old  Mutare  had 
been  attacked  during  several  wars  in  the 
region,  including  the  1965-78  struggle  be¬ 
tween  whites  and  blacks  for  control  of 
Zimbabwe. 

Nevertheless,  Dr.  Trotter  said  last 
week  he  was  still  awaiting  word  that  the 
Zimbabwean  government  had  granted 
official  permission  to  the  church  to  build 
the  university. 

A  decision  by  the  government  on  the 
university  project  was  expected  by  Nov. 
30,  Dr.  Trotter  said. 

Victims  of  the  Nov.  25  killings  were 
said  to  have  been  attacked  with  axes  by 
anti-government  rebels. 

A  U.S.  State  Department  official  told 
the  Reporter  that  the  mission,  a  coopera¬ 
tive  farm,  was  run  by  the  “Community  of 
Reconciliation,"  a  Pentecostal  movement 
reportedly  based  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Two  Americans  were  among  16  people- 
including  15  whites— killed  by  attackers, 
the  State  Department  official  said. 

A  British  Broadcasting  Corp.  radio 
news  bulletin  said  most  of  the  victims— 
one  of  whom  was  just  6  weeks  old — were 
Zimbabwean  citizens. 
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500  diaconal  ministry  ‘pioneers’ 
celebrate  work  of  service,  ‘gaps’ 


PHOTO  COURTESY  UNITED  METHODIST  COMMUNICATIONS 


‘Catch  the  Spirit’  crew  visits  China 

SHANGHAI — “Catch  the  Spirit”  co-host  Hilly  Hicks  (center)  and  cameraman  Harry  Leake  were  part  of  a 
United  Methodist  Communications  eight-member  video  crew  that  found  “The  Spirit  is  alive  in  China”  during 
shooting  there.  That’s  also  the  title  of  a  half-hour  special  to  be  seen  Dec.  12  on  the  CBN  cable  network.  The  Chi¬ 
na  special  is  the  third  “Catch  the  Spirit”  special  produced  in  1987.  Earlier  ones  featured  Africa  and  Bolivia. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ST.  LOUIS— “I  was  one  of  the  first  di¬ 
aconal  ministers  in  my  conference,  con¬ 
secrated  10  years  ago.  A  lot  of  us 
pioneers  are  here.  It’s  great.” 

So  said  Avenell  Harms  of  Wichita, 
Kan.,  one  of  500  United  Methodist  diaco¬ 
nal  ministers  and  candidates  who  met  in 
mid-November  to  celebrate  their  work. 

The  category  of  diaconal  ministry  was 
formed  by  the  1976  General  Conference 
to  include  deaconesses,  home  mission¬ 
aries,  consecrated  laypeople  and  other 
lay  professionals  in  the  church. 

The  first  diaconal  ministers  were  con¬ 
secrated  in  1977.  Now  more  than  1,100  di¬ 
aconal  ministers  are  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Music,  education  predominate 

Most  are  Christian  educators  and 
church  musicians,  but  conference  lead¬ 
ers  said  many  other  ministries  were  rep¬ 
resented  at  the  St.  Louis  meeting  in 
fields  such  as  counseling  and  support  for 
Central  American  refugees  and  church 
child  care  operators. 

The  St.  Louis  gathering  centered  on 
worship,  hearty  preaching"  and  “how-to” 
workshops.  However,  participants  also 
looked  at  the  future  of  diaconal  minis¬ 
try-referred  to  frequently  as  ministry 
of  service  and  justice— in  United  Meth¬ 
odism. 

In  her  opening  address,  Rosemary 


Pensions  board  hears  investment  caution 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NORFOLK,  Va.— “Drive  slowly  and 
keep  your  hands  on  the  wheel.” 

That  was  the  advice  given  directors  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  $2.6-bil- 
lion  clergy  pension  fund  at  their  mid-No¬ 
vember  meeting  in  the  wake  of  the 
mid-October  stock  market  crash. 

"This  thing  is  not  over  by  a  long  way," 
James  Hotchkiss,  a  Chicago  investment 
consultant,  told  Board  of  Pensions  direc¬ 
tors.  "The  market  woke  dp  that  weekend 
to  the  fact  that  deficits  (in  the  national 
economy)  are  serious.” 


However,  he  continued,  “greed  has 
been  replaced  by  fear,  and  that  is  good 
news." 

The  market  value  of  the  board’s  port¬ 
folio  fell  from  a  peak  of  $3  billion  in  Au¬ 
gust  to  $2.5  billion  after  the  Oct.  19 
collapse. 

As  of  Nov.  6,  the  investments  had  re¬ 
covered  to  almost  $2.6  billion. 

About  57  percent  of  the  portfolio  is  in 
common  stocks;  the  remainder  is  in 
bonds  and  other  fixed-income  instru¬ 
ments,  cash  and  real  estate. . 

Within  the  past  decade  the  market  val¬ 


ue  of  the  board’s  assets  has  increased  by 
$2  billion. 

The  board  began  1987  at  a  record  high, 
Mr.  Hotchkiss  said,  “following  four  fan¬ 
tastic  years  (of  growth),  and  now  it  is 
back  up  to  7  percent  above  where  it 
started  the  year.” 

The  investment  counselor  told  the  di¬ 
rectors  that  "we  are  positioning  our¬ 
selves  in  the  best  stocks  in  the  world” 
and  "reviewing  all  the  money  managers” 
who  handle  the  board’s  portfolio. 

Corporate  profits  are  up,  Mr.  Hotchkiss 
said,  and  the  dollar  decline  means  that 


Anti-apartheid  drive  gains  muscle 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NORFOLK.  Va— The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  largest  investor,  in  semi¬ 
annual  session  during  November,  joined  a 
call  for  the  9.7-million-member  denomi¬ 
nation  to  put  collective  corporate  re¬ 
sources  behind  the  dismantling  of  South 
Africa’s  racial  apartheid. 

By  a  margin  of  about  2-1,  General 
Board  of  Pensions  directors  aligned  the 
agency  with  a  major  policy  statement  on 
southern  Africa  adopted  earlier  this  au¬ 
tumn  by  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  proposal  now  goes  to  the  church’s 
top  law-making  assembly,  which  opens 
April  26  in  St.  Louis. 

In  a  related  action,  pensions  directors 
started  a  procedure  that  could  lead  to 
the  board’s  divestment  in  four  major  en¬ 
ergy  corporations  early  in  1990.  The  four 
are  Mobil,  Texaco  and  Chevron  oil  com¬ 
panies,  and  Fluor  Corp. 


The  action  calls  for  the  four  energy 
companies  to  cease  providing  goods  and 
services  to  the  South  African  military, 
police  or  related  institutions. 

Also  sought  is  a  halt  in  contributions 
toward  making  South  Africa  energy  self- 
sufficient. 

If  the  four,  which  have  have  been  tar¬ 
geted  by  the  Interfaith  Center  on  Corpo¬ 
rate  Responsibility  for  stockholder 
action,  fail  to  "adequately  respond”  by 
Dec.  31.  1988,  they  would  be  placed  on  a 
"no  further  purchase  list"  until  they 
withdraw  from  South  Africa  or  announce 
plans  to  do  so. 

If  withdrawal  has  not  occured  by 
Dec.  31,  1989,  the  board  would  begin  im¬ 
mediate  divestment. 

Pensions  officials  said  that  as  of  Sept. 
30,  the  board  held  stocks  in  the  four 
firms  totaling  about  $27.3  million,  and 
stocks  valued  at  $339.7  million  in  58 
South  Africa-related  companies,  about 


20  of  which  have  announced  plans  to 
withdraw. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  pensions  agency 
completed  the  divestment  of  $27.6  mil¬ 
lion  in  seven  companies  in  compliance 
with  an  action  taken  at  its  July  meeting. 

Pensions  board  policies  on  South  Afri¬ 
ca  investments  have  been  a  target  of 
criticism  from  some  individuals  and 
groups  within  the  church  in  recent  years. 

One  of  the  most  vocal  of  those  critics 
released  a  statement  to  reporters  saying 
that  the  actions  of  the  past  two  meetings 
show  "a  new  spirit  at  work”  in  the  agen¬ 
cy. 

“Those  of  us  who  have  been  vocal  crit¬ 
ics  of  the  board’s  South  Africa-related  in¬ 
vestments  applaud  the  new  direction  in 
which  the  board  is  moving,”  said  the 
Rev.  George  D.  McClain,  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action,  an  independent  caucus 
within  United  Methodism. 


UM  camping  leaders  admonished 
‘give  people  chance  to  accept  Christ 9 


U.S.  exports  will  increase  and  imports  de¬ 
cline  to  improve  the  trade  balance. 

On  the  minus  side,  he  cautioned,  are 
increased  risk  of  recession  and  erosion  of 
confidence  in  the  nation.  He  also  cited  “a 
growing  awareness  of  the  fragility  of  the 
global  economic  system.” 

The  Rev.  James  F.  Parker,  the  board’s 
chief  executive,  told  the  directors  that 
the  agency  "positions  itself  for  the  long 
run.” 

Being  long-term  oriented,  he  said,  “a 
pension  fund  can  ride  out  the  ups  and 
downs”  in  the  market. 

"When  there  are  dramatic  downturns, 
there  are  unrealized  losses,  just  as  when 
the  markets  surge  upward  there  are  un¬ 
realized  gains,"  he  said.  "As  long  as  the 
investment  is  not  sold,  the  loss  or  gain  is 
on  paper.” 

At  the  time  of  the  mid-October  crash, 
Mr.  Parker  told  reporters  that  because 
of  the  long-term  orientation  of  invest¬ 
ments,  pensioners’  monthly  checks 
would  be  unaffected. 

Edward  A.  Benson  of  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  chairman  of  the  board’s  invest¬ 
ment  committee,  reported  that  despite 
Wall  Street  gyrations,  the  pensions  port¬ 
folio  has  seen  an  overall  return  of  6  per¬ 
cent  to  8  percent  for  1987  to  date. 

“We  haven’t  hit  a  home  run,  but  we 
haven’t  struck  out^either,”  he  said.  “In 
fact,  we  are  in  a  rather  strong  position.” 

The  review  of  its  investment  position 
was  one  of  the  major  items  of  business  at 
the  board’s  autumn  meeting. 

In  other  actions,  the  board  joined  a 
call  for  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
put  the  weight  of  its  collective  corporate 
resources  behind  "the  goal  of  complete 
disengagement  of  companies  and  banks” 
from  South  Africa  “as  long  as  apartheid 
continues.” 

The  directors  also  started  a  time  clock 
running  that  could  lead  to  a  major  di¬ 
vestment  of  energy  stocks  early  in  1990. 


Keller,  associate  professor  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in  Ev- 
anston,  Ill.,  took  the  “servanthood” 
(service)  theme  a  step  farther  by  saying 
that  power-brokering  in  the  church  is 
contrary  to  Christ’s  example  and  God’s 
mandate. 

She  pointed  to  recent  contention  be¬ 
tween  ordained  and  diaconal  ministers 
over  their  respective  roles  in  serving 
churches  and  communities. 

“Too  often  we  identify  authority  and 
power  with  ministry,  instead  of— as  Je¬ 
sus  said— identifying  a  different  kind  of 
ministry  of  servanthood,"  said  Dr.  Kel¬ 
ler,  a  diaconal  minister. 

But  the  church  is  being  renewed  and 
reformed,  she  said,  by  diaconal  ministers 
who  take  seriously  their  roles  as  ser¬ 
vants  rather  than  as  competitors  with 
clergy. 

"We’re  ‘gap’  people,  called  to  fill  emp¬ 
ty  spaces  that  exist  in  people’s  lives,  in 
the  church  and  in  the  world,”  she  said. 

Other  needs  unaddressed 

John  Stumbo,  a  Kansas  lawyer,  car¬ 
ried  Dr.  Keller’s  admonitions  farther 
with  his  laundry  list  of  needs  still  under- 
addressed  by  the  church. 

He  rebuffed  the  idea  that  diaconal 
ministers  are  merely  a  bridge  between 
clergy  and  laity  and  said  there  is  “plenty 
of  work  in  the  world  for  all  of  us  as 
Christians." 

He  lauded  United  Methodism  for  its 
witness  as  a  global  church,  citing  the 
growing  realization  of  interdependence 
between  all  of  God’s  people  and  creation. 

Mr.  Stumbo  urged  continued  study  of 
theology  as  understood  by  people  of  col¬ 
or,  women  and  the  poor. 

"We  must  learn  to  see  the  Gospel  as 
God’s  children  around  the  world  hear  it,” 
he  said.  “For  too  long  we’ve  relied  on  a 


white,  male  Western  Protestant  norm." 

Mr.  Stumbo  said  the  church  must  be¬ 
gin  to  look  at  its  future,  not  as  a  mirror 
image  of  the  past,  but  in  k  new  light. 

Specifically,  he  said  the  church  as  a 
whole  has  not  dealt  with  issues  that  will 
affect  future  generations— from  nuclear 
waste  dumping  and  care  of  the  ecology 
to  social  issues  such  as  child  care  and 
ministries  with  the  increasing  numbers 
of  older  adults. 

Only  when  the  church  stops  “tinkering 
with  structure  and  maintenance”  to  take 
bold  stances  on  issues  of  justice  and  min¬ 
istry  will  it  become  a  vital  center  for  the 
world,  he  said. 

A  crowd-pleaser  for  the  three-day  event 
was  Bible  study  leader  the  Rev.  John  Hol- 
bert,  storyteller  and  Hebrew  scholar  from 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

He  stressed  that  laypeople  as  well  as 
clergy  need  to  be  better  informed  about 
the  Scriptures  to  discern  their  meaning 
for  the  church  and  the  world. 

Prime  time  for  teaching 

"Most  United  Methodists  have  a  10- 
verse  faith,”  he  said.  “For  a  church, 
that's  like  playing  football  without  the 
ball.  We’re  prime  for  some  real  teaching 
from  the  Bible.” 

The  conference  did  not  take  formal  ac¬ 
tion  regarding  a  proposal  that  a  special 
commission  formed  in  1985  to  study  the 
United  Methodist  ministry  for  four  years 
be  allowed  to  continue  in  1989-92. 

But  Rosalie  Bentzinger,  diaconal  min¬ 
istry  executive  with  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  expressed  hope  that  the 
1988  General  Conference  would  take  se¬ 
riously  the  need  for  "continuous  explora¬ 
tion  of  what  it  means  for  us  to  be  part  of 
a  servant  church." 


the  church  today 


UMC  agency  will  not  appeal 
labor  board  ruling 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  top  missions 
agency  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  decided  not  to  appeal  a  National  La¬ 
bor  Relations  Board  ruling  that  it  "un¬ 
lawfully  discriminated”  against 
secretaries  and  other  non-management 
employees  who  supported  retaining 
union  representation  in  a  December  1986 
election. 

In  that  election,  employees  of  the  New 
York-based  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  voted  94-91  to  decertify  Dis¬ 
trict  65  of  the  United  Auto  Workers  as 
their  bargaining  agent.  The  labor  board 
said  “threats,  surveillance  and  disciplin¬ 
ary  action”  were  used  to  intimidate 
workers  who  supported  the  union  repre¬ 
sentation. 

A  spokesman  for  the  UM  missions 
body  said  that  management  does  not 
agree  with  the  ruling  but  believes  a 
“speedy  conclusion  is  in  the  best  interest 
of  the  employees.”  A  new  election  could 
be  held  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

U.S.-Soviet  church  leaders 
to  hold  vigil  during  summit 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)-A  dozen  prom¬ 
inent  Soviet  church  leaders  have  been  in¬ 
vited  to  come  to  the  United  States  during 
next  week’s  summit  conference  to  pray 
with  U.S.  counterparts  for  the  prospects 
of  peace  between  their  two  countries. 

Christian  leaders  from  both  countries 
are  to  participate  in  a  prayer  vigil  in  the 


Washington  (Episcopal)  Cathedral  while 
President  Reagan  and  General  Secretary 
Mikhail  Gorbachev  are  meeting  in  the 
nation’s  capital. 

The  invitation  to  the  Soviet  church 
leaders  was  extended  by  the  Rev.  Arie  R. 
Brouwer,  general  secretary  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

The  prayer  vigil,  which  is  to  be  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  NCC  and  the  Episcopal 
Washington  Cathedral,  is  to  begin  at  4 
p.m.  Dec.  6  and  continue  throughout  the 
days  when  Mr.  Reagan  and  Mr. 
Gorbachev  are  meeting. 

Church  advised  to  recruit  more 
ethnic-minority  diaconate 

ST  LOUIS  (UMNS)— The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  should  encourage  the  re¬ 
cruitment  of  ethnic-minority  diaconal 
ministers,  said  ethnic-minorities  during 
a  national  meeting  on  diaconal  minis¬ 
tries  in  November  (see  related  story  on 
this  page). 

Meeting  with  national  diaconal  minis¬ 
try  staffers  and  staff  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  the  73 
ethnic-minority  participants  agreed  that 
a  description  of  the  diaconate  as  a  minis¬ 
try  of  service  and  justice  is  a  natural 
link  to  the  social-action  Gospel  that 
seems  a  common  thread  among  Chris¬ 
tians  in  ethnic-minority  communities. 


CLASSIFIED 
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$495.00 


UNITED  METHODIST  INFORMATION  SYSTEM 
MEMBERSHIP  MODULE  with  WORD  PROCESSOR 

A  Perfect  Fit  for  the  Small  Church 


For  a  LIMITED  TIME  THE  UMIS/Plus 
Memebership  Module  is  available  with  The 
Leading  Edge  Word  Processor  for  only  $495 
(until  February  29,  1988).  This  is  the  same 
powerful  membership  module  included  as 
part  of  the  complete  UMIS/PLus  System. 

With  UMIS,  your  system  can  grow  with 
your  church.  Additional  capabilities  may  be 
added  at  any  time.  You  can  purchase  the 
exact  modules  you  want,  when  you  need 


•  Attendance 

•  Contributions 

•  Accounting 

•  Accounts  Payable 

•  Minister’s  Management 

•  Music  Ministry 

•  Church  Administration 

Because  The  UMIS/PLus  system  is  fully 
integrated,  any  additional  module  builds  on 
the  existing  programs  in  use.  You  can  ex¬ 
tend  your  computer  program's  abilities  at 
any  time,  easily,  without  learning  new  in¬ 
structions  or  commands. 

The  UMIS  system  was  designed  to  enhance 
your  ability  to  minister  to  people.  The  pro¬ 
gram  can  assist  you  in  day-to-day  adminis¬ 
trative  details  or  year-end  reports.  The  sys¬ 
tem  follows  The  Book  of  Discipline  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 


Some  practical  administrative  data  pro¬ 
duced  by  UMIS  are: 

•  Church  directories  and  membership  lists 
in  a  variety  of  report  formats 

•  Mailing  labels  for  the  entire  membership 
or  any  group  or  class 

•  Family  and  individual  biographical  and 
activity  information  reports 

•  Church  activities,  skills,  talents  and  inter¬ 
ests  for  every  person 

•  Year-End  (Table  I)  Report  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Minutes  for  Charge  Conference 

•  Interface  capabilities  for  data  transfer  to 
the  District  Office  using  United  Methodist 
Information  System  for  the  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  (UMIS/DS) 

The  UMIS/PLus  Membership  Program  In¬ 
cludes: 

•  A  powerful  new  UMIS/Plus 
QUERY  .  .  .  with  On-Line  helps  that  will 
allow  you  to  select  information  from  64 
biographical  data  fields  and  9,999  activities, 
interests  and  skills,  to  produce  a  variety  of 
labels,  directories,  family  information 
sheets,  telephone  lists  and  other  standard 
reports.  UMIS  Membership  also  has  the 
capability  of  merging  data  into  the  word 
processor  to  produce  customized  reports, 
personalized  letters,  and  birthday  and  an¬ 
niversary  lists  within  newsletters  and  bulle¬ 
tins. 


•  QUERY  Library  ...  all  queries  can  be 
saved  and  quickly  retrieved  through  our 
QUERY  Library  Menu. 

•  Activities  &  Skills  ...  a  listing  of  all 
elected  church  offices,  according  to  the 
Book  of  Discipline,  skills,  talents,  inter¬ 
ests — Capacity:  9;,999  per  church,  35  per 
individual. 

•  Date-Activated  Alternative  Ad¬ 
dresses  .  .  .  each:  family  and  individual 
within  the  family  can  have  an  alternative 
address.  You  simply  enter  the  date  for  the 
address  change  and  the  computer  does  the 
rest! 

•  Special  Labels  .  .  .  you  can  design  just 
the  right  wording  for  your  mailing  labels  to 
fit  the  special  requests  of  each  family. 

i 

Demonstration  Package — NO  RISK 

UMIS/PLus  Membership  Demonstration 
System  with  Tutorial  is  available  for  you  to 
review  and  test  in  your  church  or  your  local 
computer  store.  Most  computer  stores  are 
happy  to  run  a  demonstration  package  for 
clergy,  church  secretaries,  or  computer 
committees. 

The  Demonstration  Package  is  available  for 
UMIS/Plus  at  $95.00  The  package  is  return¬ 
able  for  full  credit,  refund,  or  may  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  purchase  of  UMIS,  if  returned 
within  ninety  days. 


To  order  the  UMIS  membership  for  your  church,  or  obtain  additional  information,  contact: 
Anthony  J.  Tolbert  III  Director  of  Electronic  Publishing 
United  Methodist  Information  System 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge,  Illinois  60068  •  312/299-4414 
UMIS®  A  Unit  of  the  Cokesbury  Division  of  The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 


PHOTO  BY  CHRISTINE  GREENWALD 

LAKE  GENEVA,  Wis.— Kayaking  becomes  a  new  skill  for  Herb  West, 
director/manager  at  the  United  Methodist  Western  Pennsylvania  confer¬ 
ence  Wesley  Woods  Camp  and  Retreat  Center.  He  learned  the  skill  as  part 
of  the  National  UM  Camp  Leaders’  recent  training  event. 


Biblical  pilgrimage  cited 

During  the  camp  leaders’  training 
event,  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Jewett,  profes¬ 
sor  of  New  Testament  at  UM-related 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  led  three  morning 
Bible  studies. 

In  those  he  drew  parallels  between  the 
Christian  life  as  a  pilgrimage  and  the  po¬ 
tential  ministry  of  United  Methodist 
camps  in  meeting  the  needs  of  modern- 
day  Christian  pilgrims. 

Dr.  Jewett  explained  that  any  pilgrim¬ 
age  involves  a  break  (in  the  case  of 
camping,  temporarily)  with  life's  rou¬ 
tine,  developing  a  new  community  with 
fellow  pilgrims  and  an  encounter  with 
the  holy. 

Ms.  Greenwald  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Western  New  York. 


By  CHRISTINE  GREENWALD 

LAKE  GENEVA,  Wis.— United  Meth¬ 
odists  cannot  ignore  the  role  of  conver¬ 
sion  in  their  concern  for  church  growth. 
Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area)  told  a 
national  training  event  for  UM  camp 
leaders  recently. 

Tailoring  his  remarks  for  his  special 
audience,  he  said  he  was  converted  at  a 
summer  camp  at  age  16. 

"Whatever  else  we  do  in  camp,  what¬ 
ever  else  we  do  in  ministry,"  he  said, 
"we  ought  to  be  giving  people  a  chance 
to  make  this  decision  (to  accept  Christ).” 

During  the  four-day  gathering,  the  300 
camp  leaders— representing  61  of  the  73 
annual  conferences  in  the  United 
States— also  heard  Bishop  David  J.  Law- 
son  (Wisconsin  Area)  challenge  them  to 
show  in  their  own  lives  as  they  minister 
to  campers  how  to  be  open  to  the  leader¬ 


ship  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

“(That  openness)  is  the  most  powerful 
gift  God  can  give  the  leaders  of  His 
church.”  he  said. 

"Churches  and  leaders  need  nudging 
these  days  to  remember  that  we  plan  in 
the  presence  of  God.  . . .  There’s  a  fresh 
breath  of  wind  that  comes  when  people 
listen  for  the  leadership  of  Father  God, 
Mother  God.  " 

Bishop  Lawson  said  that  camp  minis¬ 
try  offers  a  rare  opportunity  to  expand 
the  vision  of  future  leaders  to  the  levels 
necessary  to  head  a  global  church  meet¬ 
ing  global  needs. 

"Wouldn’t  it  be  a  gift  to  the  people  of 
tomorrow  to  sensitize  them  with  that 
kind  of  global  concern?”  Bishop  Lawson 
asked. 

Church  camping  officials  said  the  use 
of  denominational  camps  and  retreat 


centers  for  a  wide  range  of  spiritual  for¬ 
mation  retreat  formats  is  growing. 

Potentially  hospitable  place 

The  Rev.  Robert  D.  Paul,  a  director  of 
United  Methodism’s  evangelism  agency, 
said,  “A  United  Methodist  camp  has  the 
potential  of  being  the  most  hospitable 
place  in  the  church  for  a  pilgrim  people.” 

With  camp  attendance  up  all  over  the 
nation,  some  camp  leaders  observed  that 
increased  attendance  may  require  in¬ 
creased  volunteer  labor — a  commodity 
that  these  same  camp  leaders  say  is 
more  difficult  to  come  by  in  a  society 
noted  for  its  harried  pace. 

Nevertheless,  the  Rev.  Charles  R. 
Kishpaugh.  the  church’s  national  direc¬ 
tor  of  outdoor  education,  said  camp  lead¬ 
ers  don’t  plan  to  send  any  resolutions  or 
new  policy  proposals  to  the  1988  General 
Conference,  the  denomination’s  top  legis¬ 
lative  body. 

"We  have  traditionally  not  done  any¬ 
thing  in  relation  to  lobbying,”  he  said. 
"We  have  not  considered  ourselves  a 
meeting  people.’  ” 

That  may  be  changing.  Mr.  Kishpaugh 
said  he  and  several  other  UM  camp  lead¬ 
ers  would  be  attending  an  interdenomi¬ 
national  gathering  of  outdoor  educators 
in  April  1988  to  determine  how  church 
structures  could  be  influenced. 
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On  Ohe  Way  . . . 


Did  you  know  that  the  word  “Christian”  is  only  found  three  times  in  the  New 
Testament?  Indeed,  in  the  Book  of  Acts  we  are  told  that  “The  disciples  were 
first  called  ‘Christians’  in  Antioch”  —  almost  twenty  years  after  the  Resurrec¬ 
tion. 

What  did  they  call  themselves  for  those  two  decades?  There  are  a  variety  of 
ways  by  which  the  earliest  followers  of  Christ  described  themselves.  Some 
called  themselves  "disciples.”  They  thought  of  themselves  as  learners  in  the 
school  of  Christ.  I  like  that  name  because  it  emphasizes  growth  and  openness  to 
the  new  experiences.  Some  of  us  are  slow  learners,  but  we  all  belong  to  the 
same  school! 

Another  name  given  the  new  converts  was  “saints.”  It  didn’t  mean  they  were 
all  perfect,  but  that  they  were  all  headed  in  the  right  direction  —  moving 
toward  Christ.  Someone  has  said  that  a  saint  is  not  someone  trying  to  be  good 
or  do  good,  but  someone  who  is  overwhelmed  by  the  goodness  of  God. 

A  third  term  referred  to  those  early  Christians  as  the  “called.”  It  didn’t  refer 
to  what  a  person  did,  but  asked  to  whom  you  are  responsible. 

Paul  spoke  of  himself  as  someone  “in  Christ.”  In  fact,  he  used  that  phrase 
164  times  in  his  writings.  I  like  that  because  it  reminds  me  that  I  live  in  a  world 
Christ  has  created.  I  may  be  careless  and  selfish,  but  I  know  I  face  the 
standards  that  He  set,  the  judgment  He  makes  on  lovelessness  and  careless¬ 
ness.  To  put  it  positively,  to  be  “in  Christ”  is  to  be  “in”  the  world  that  Christ 
has  personalized,  humanized,  lighted  by  His  presence. 

I  tend  to  slip  in  and  out  of  that  world.  I  retreat  and  live  "in  me.”  I  live  for 
passing  fads  and  fancies.  I  slide  into  a  past  that  never  was,  or  go  forward  in 
fear  of  a  future  that  has  not  come.  To  be  a  Christian,  by  whatever  name,  is  to 
live  in  the  present  where  all  that  is  strong  and  abiding  comes  from  the 
influence  of  Christ.  When  I  do  that,  I  am  “in  Christ.” 


Important  Notice 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  announces  the  following  action  taken 
by  the  board  in  November  concerning  premium  rates  for  1988: 

1.  Blue  Cross  65  Medicare  Supplement  and  the  Prescription  Drug  Program: 


Classification  Monthly 

Minister  $52 

Spouse  $52 

Surviving  Spouse  $52 

(NOTE:  There  is  no  change  from  1987.) 

2.  Blue  Cross  Medical  and  Hospitalization  Program,  Managed  Care  and  Den¬ 
tal  Care: 

Classification  Monthly 

Minister  or  Employee  $106 

Surviving  Spouse  only  $106 

Minister  or  Employee  and  family  $276 

Surviving  Spouse  (under  65)  and  dependents  $276 


(NOTE:  This  is  a  seven  percent  increase  over  1987  rates.) 


Bishop  recuperating  from  surgery 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  episcopal  leader 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  is 
recuperating  from  quadruple  by-pass 
surgery,  performed  November  25  at  the 
Rio  Grande  Regional  Hospital  in  McAl¬ 
len,  Texas.  He  is  now  at  home,  progress¬ 
ing  well,  and  doctors  say  he  has 
sustained  no  permanent  heart  damage. 

This  attack  took  place  while  on  a  quail 
hunting  trip  near  Edinburg  with  several 
Texas  Conference  preachers,  Bishop  Oli¬ 
phint  experienced  chest  pain  early  Tues¬ 
day,  November  24  and  was  taken  to  a 
hospital  in  Edinburg,  where  he  received 
preliminary  treatment.  He  was  then  tak¬ 


en  to  the  McAllen  hospital. 

The  quadruple  by-pass  surgery  was 
performed  in  a  six-hour  operation. 

“The  doctors  attributed  the  fact  that 
he  has  no  heart  damage  to  his  reaching 
the  hospital  so  quickly  and  the  doctors 
acting  as  quickly  as  they  did,”  Mrs.  Oli¬ 
phint  said. 

Bishop  Oliphint  is  not  receiving  calls 
or  visitors  at  present,  but  correspon¬ 
dence  may  be  sent  to  him  at  his  office. 
No  statement  has  been  given  regarding  a 
possible  time  for  his  assuming  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  the  episcopal  office. 


World  Healing  Day  Scheduled 
to  Pray  for  Peace ,  December  31 


It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  the  need 
for  peace  in  our  world.  The  lack  of  peace 
affects  us  all  on  all  levels  of  our  being, 
from  the  very  personal  to  global  propor¬ 
tions.  Within  every  person  there  is  the 
desire  for  peace. 

At  noon  Greenwich  time,  December 
31.  1987.  people  in  more  than  100  coun¬ 
tries  will  pause  for  an  hour  in  time  to 
participate  in  the  second  annual  World 
Healing  Day  —  which  its  organizers  say 
will  be  the  most  powerful  affirmation  of 
peace  and  goodwill  in  history.  While  the 
media  reported  worldwide  participation 
of  up  to  400  million  for  the  Dec.  31,  1986 
event,  the  goal  is  no  less  than  one  billion 
for  87. 

The  majority  of  organizations  and  in¬ 
dividuals  involved  in  this  annual  activity 
are  operating  under  the  umbrella  of  the 
"Planetary  Commission”  —  a  worldwide 
non-denominational,  non-political  orga¬ 
nization  without  a  headquarters,  struc¬ 
ture,  or  fund-raising  activities.  The 
Commission  is  simply  a  grass  roots 
movement  launched  by  the  Quartus 
Foundation  in  Austin,  Texas  as  a  way  of 
uniting  people  in  a  cooperative  effort  for 
responsible  action,  peace  and  world  har¬ 
mony. 

According  to  Barbara  Douthitt,  Com¬ 
mission  Coordinator  at  Quartus,  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  global  mid-link  is  to  create 


greater  understanding  and  mutual  trust 
among  people  in  all  nations.  "We  want  to 
demonstrate  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
world  citizens  can  gather  in  a  common 
bond  to  demand  an  end  to  hostilities, 
hunger,  poverty  and  the  subjugation  of 
individual  freedom."  Douthitt  said. 

Quartus  directors  made  the  first  for¬ 
mal  announcement  of  the  Commission  on 
January  1. 1984.  with  the  stated  objective 
of  having  500  million  people  consenting 
to  peace  on  earth  and  the  healing  of  this 
world  —  with  a  minimum  of  50  million 
joining  in  the  mid-link  at  the  same  hour 
in  time.  December  31.  1986  was  designat¬ 
ed  as  the  first  "World  Healing  Day"  and 
noon  Greenwich  was  selected  as  the  hour 
in  order  to  encompass  all  time  zones  dur¬ 
ing  that  24-hour  period. 

Douthitt  noted  that  the  goal  of  one  bil¬ 
lion  represents  about  20  percent  of  the 
global  population,  "a  task  force  with  an 
attitude  of  mind  that  must  be  recognized 
by  world  leaders.  Remember  that  it  was 
President  Eisenhower  who  said  in  1959 
that  people  in  the  long  run  are  going  to 
do  more  to  promote  peace  than  are  the 
governments.  Indeed.  I  think  that  people 
want  peace  so  much  that  one  of  these 
days  governments  had  better  get  out  of 
their  way  and  let  them  have  it.  ’  That  day 
is  fast  becoming  a  reality." 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 

For  the  future ... 
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Methodist  Student  Day  Set  Dec.  27 


United  Methodists  will  honor  their  col¬ 
lege  and  university  students  and  contrib¬ 
ute  to  an  offering  for  student  loans  and 
scholarships  on  United  Methodists  Stu¬ 
dent  Day.  December  27. 1987. 

In  the  125  years  that  the  church  has 
operated  a  student  loan  and  scholarship 
program,  more  than  200,000  students 
have  been  helped  by  the  denomination.  A 
survey  of  loan  and  scholarship  recipients 
showed  that  more  than  50  percent 
planned  to  enter  “helping  professions” 
—  ordained  and  diaconal  ministries, 
teaching,  health  care,  social  services  and 
law. 

In  the  New  Testament.  Paul  earnestly 
thanks  the  Philippians  for  their  generous 
gifts  in  support  of  his  ministry.  But  he 
also  assures  them  that  they  will  reap  the 
eventual  fruits  of  his  labors. 

The  same  gratitude  and  assurance  is 


expressed  by  nundreds  of  college  stu¬ 
dents  who  receive  United  Methodist 
loans  and  scholarships  each  year.  The  of¬ 
fering  taken  on  United  Methodist  Student 
Day  makes  their  financial  aid  possible 
and  makes  the  dream  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion  a  reality  for  many  who  could  not  af¬ 
ford  it  otherwise. 

Loans  are  available  to  United  Method¬ 
ist  students  at  any  accredited  college  or 
university.  Scholarships  are  awarded  to 
United  Methodist  students  at  United 
Methodist  related  institutions  of  higher 
education. 

Appreciation  for  the  program  runs 
high.  For  many  recipients,  these  loans 
and  scholarships  make  the  critical  dif¬ 
ference  between  continuing  their  educa¬ 
tion  or  delaying  it.  Moreover,  more  than 
99.5  percent  of  the  loan  recipients  faith¬ 
fully  repay  their  loans  so  that  others 
may  benefit  from  the  program. 


In  the  Louisiana  Conference,  there  are 
24  loans  and  48  scholarships  that  have 
been  given  out  during  1987. 

Proceeds  from  the  Student  Day  offer¬ 
ing  are  used  to  support  the  scholarships 
and  strengthen  the  loan  fund.  Based  on 
the  Peterson's  Guides  Annual  Survey  of 
Undergraduate  Institutions,  the  average 
cost  of  tuition,  mandatory  fees  and  col¬ 
lege  room  and  board  at  four-year,  pri¬ 
vate  colleges  is  $7,971.  With  rapidly 
escalating  costs  for  tuition  and  other 
educational  expenses,  this  avenue  of  help 
becomes  ever  more  crucial  to  United 
Methodist  students  and  their  families. 

In  addition  to  taking  the  offering, 
many  churches  will  honor  student  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  worship  service  on  United 
Methodist  Student  Day.  In  many  congre¬ 
gations.  students  will  participate  as  lead¬ 
ers  in  the  worship  service. 


LEADERS  —  A  revival  emphasizing  church  revitalization  was  held  at  University 
UMC  in  Lake  Charles.  Pictured  are  two  of  the  leaders  1.  to  r.,  Bernie  Tiede  of  Car¬ 
thage,  Texas  as  the  guest  soloist  and  music  leader  and  Dr.  Ray  Branton,  pastor  of 
AsburyJJMC\_ 


CELEBRATION  —  University  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  celebrated  their  40th  birth¬ 
day  with  the  annual  church  carnival.  The  theme  was  Out  of  this  World.  Proceeds  of 
about  $6,800  will  go  to  support  UM  missionaries  Rev.  David  and  Dr.  Mary  Sue  Low¬ 
ry,  who  are  presently  serving  in  Chile.  This  year’s  carnival  was  dedicated  to  Frank 
Sarver,  who  until  his  death  served  as  emcee. 


LOTS  TO  DO  —  Munholland  UMC  celebrated  Homecoming  1987  in  October  with 
the  theme,  “A  Heritage  in  Music."  The  worship  services  and  picnic  at  Lafreniere 
Park  honored  the  music  program  and  its  leaders.  Dennis  Assaf,  current  director  of 
music,  and  former  choir  directors  Genter  Stephens  and  George  Christiansen  were 
special  guests.  Church  members  from  ages  one  month  to  100  years  participated  in 
the  day  long  activities  sponsored  by  the  Archives  Committee. 


Louisiana  UM  Cursillo  Weekends 
to  be  held  near  Alexandria 


CHAPEL  FOR  CURSILLO  —  Pictured  is  the  chapel  at  Tall  Timbers  Baptist  Con¬ 
ference  near  Alexandria.  This  chapel  and  the  Tall  Timbers  area  will  be  used  for 
Louisiana  Cursillo  weekends. 


After  having  to  go  to  a  Mississippi  lo¬ 
cation  for  two  years  for  Cursillo  week¬ 
end  retreats,  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Cursillo  is  coming  home.  Beginning  in 
December.  Cursillo  weekends  will  be 
held  at  Tall  Timbers  Baptist  Conference 
near  Alexandria.  This  central  location 
makes  it  more  convenient  for  United 
Methodists  from  all  over  the  state  to 
participate  in  a  weekend. 

Cursillo  weekends  provide  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  get  away  for  a  couple  of  days  for 


study,  worship  and  fellowship  and  then 
return  home  with  a  renewed  faith  and  an 
eagerness  to  serve  Christ  more  effective¬ 
ly  within  the  local  church. 

A  weekend  begins  on  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning  and  ends  Sunday  afternoon.  Four 
weekends  are  scheduled  in  1988  for  Loui¬ 
siana  United  Methodists. 

For  more  information  and  to  receive 
application  blanks,  contact  Mrs.  Bobby 
Potts.  1829  Tulip  Street,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70802. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Bethel  United  Methodist  Church  will 
hold  their  annual  Christmas  party  at 
Camp  Istrouma  on  December  11th  at 
6:30  p.m.  A  meat  will  be  provided  and 
those  attending  are  asked  to  bring  a  cov¬ 
ered  dish.  A  donation  of  $2  for  adults  and 
$1  for  children  is  being  asked  for  to  help 
defray  the  cost  of  the  meal.  This  year 
members  are  asked  to  bring  a  gift  for  a 
girl  or  a  boy,  ages  infant  to  sixteen  years 
old  Please  wrap  the  gifts  and  indicate  on 
them  if  they  are  for  a  boy  or  a  girl  and 
what  size,  if  applicable.  These  gifts  will 
be  donated  to  the  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans  for  battered  and  abused 
children.  Bethel  also  expects  a  special 
guest!!  The  pastor  at  Bethel  is  Rev  Rob¬ 
ert  Peterson. 


ertson.  local  president  and  Rev  Alex 
Johnson  participated  in  the  service. 

The  Claiborne  Parish  Neighbors  Help¬ 
ing  Neighbors  Agency,  which  Rev.  Jim 
Humphreys  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Homer  serves  on.  will  be  func¬ 
tioning  as  a  clearing  house  for  needy 
families  again  this  year  at  Christmas. 
The  Agency  is  asking  individuals.  Sunday 
School  Classes,  clubs  and  youth  groups  to 
work  through  its  program  to  help  needy 
families.  Only  information  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  and  families  assigned.  This  means 
groups  taking  families  will  need  to  con¬ 
tact  them  so  they  can  help  in  the  best 
way  possible.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  church. 


The  Rayne  Memorial  Methodist 
Church’s  UMW  is  happy  to  announce 
that  their  garage  sale  made  $1,110.00! 
This  money  is  being  donated  to  the 
Rayne  Good  Neighbor  Program,  former¬ 
ly  the  Homeless  Taskforce.  In  addition  to 
the  money,  furnishings  donated  to  the 
sale  were  given  to  the  Good  Neighbor 
Committee  to  furnish  two  apartments 
operated  by  New  Orleans  Urban  Minis¬ 
tries  for  homeless  families.  Dr.  Clyde  C. 
Frazier  is  the  pastor  at  Rayne. 

The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Tallulah  is  holding  special  Christmas 
Cantata  rehearsals  every  Thursday  in 
December  prior  to  the  event  at  6  p.m. 
The  presentation  will  be  December  20th 
at  7  p.m.  Rev.  Ramon  Warren  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

The  members  of  St.  Paul  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Campti  recently  orga¬ 
nized  a  United  Methodist  Women's  unit. 
The  Installation  Service  was  conducted 
by  Mrs.  Winderlean  Lewis,  President.  Al¬ 
exandria  District  UMW  Mrs.  Irene  Rob- 


Approximately  70  persons  from  the 
Lake  Vista  United  Methodist  Church  at¬ 
tended  the  Congregational  Dinner  in  No¬ 
vember.  The  food  was  delicious  and 
there  was  a  special  presentation  put  on 
by  the  Sunday  School  children.  The  finan¬ 
cial  needs  and  concerns  of  the  church 
were  presented  in  a  creative  way  by 
Steve  Beilis  and  Randy  Cochran.  Four 
short  skits  concluded  the  evening  with 
laughter  as  the  point  was  made  that  all 
must  "dig  deeper"  to  meet  the  financial 
needs.  Dr.  Alan  Einsel  is  the  pastor. 


Live  Oak  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Scouting  ministry  is  growing  by  leaps 
and  bounds.  It  is  becoming  one  of  the 
more  successful  programs  in  the  church 
and  constitutes  the  most  successful  mis¬ 
sion  program,  as  it  serves  the  Watson 
community.  Live  Oak  now  sponsors  nine 
scouting  units,  two  boy  scout  and  seven 
girl  scout  units.  These  units  have  180 
young  people  in  them,  ages  five  to  18 
years,  served  by  66  adults.  A  majority  of 
these  are  members  of  Live  Oak. 
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Celebrating  a  small  step  to  peace 


DECEMBER  11,  1987 


The  treaty  signed  this  week  by  the 
United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  to 
dismantle  some  2.000  nuclear  weapons  is 
a  small  but  encouraging  step  toward  re¬ 
ducing  the  threat  of  nuclear  war. 

It's  unfortunate  that  some  critics  have 
pooh-poohed  this  historic  accord  even  be¬ 
fore  the  ink  dries  on  the  signatures  of 
President  Ronald  Reagan  and  Soviet 
leader  Mikhail  Gorbachev- 
One  observer,  a  "Newsweek"  maga¬ 
zine  reporter,  acknowledged  that  the 
treaty  is  a  "first  step  But  the  reporter 
quickly  minimized  it  as  "not  enough." 

According  to  the  "National  Catholic 
Reporter."  some  peace  activists  have  be¬ 
littled  the  agreement  between  the  two 
superpowers  as  "equivalent  to  disman¬ 
tling  bows  and  arrows  as  the  Gatling  gun 
comes  on  line." 

Such  putdowns  are  gratuitous 
To  begin  with,  they  merely  point  out 
the  obvious.  To  our  knowledge,  no  respon¬ 
sible  party  is  suggesting  that  the  treaty  is 
a  panacea  for  the  arms  race.  Nor  is  it  any 
secret  that  weapons  eliminated  by  the  ac¬ 
cord  are  of  the  older  variety,  not  the 
newer,  more  sophisticated  models. 

One  informed  observer,  retired  Rear 
Adm.  Gene  LaRocque,  ofiers  Christians 
and  others  who  seek  world  peace  a  more 
constructive  perspective  on  the  accord. 

In  an  interview  in  the  “National  Cath¬ 
olic  Reporter."  Adm.  LaRocque,  chief 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


executive  of  the  respected  Washington- 
based  Center  for  Defense  Information, 
made  the  following  comments: 

The  elimination  of  one  weapons  sys¬ 
tem  does  not  necessarily  make  war  less 
likely  Weapons  are  not  the  problem. 
It's  the  confrontation  and  animosity  that 
exists  that  makes  war  likely." 

For  that  reason.  Adm.  LaRocque  said, 
the  new  U.S. -Soviet  treaty  is  significant. 

It's  not  militarily  significant."  he 
said.  "But  it  improves  relations  [between 
the  superpowers]  and  reduces  the  risk  of 
war." 

As  Christians,  we  should  celebrate 
any  event,  however  modest,  that  re¬ 
duces  the  threat  of  a  nuclear  holocaust 
and  advances  the  elusive  goal  of  global 
peace. 

Such  events  are  hopeful  signs  that  the 
deadly  arms  race  is  not  necessarily  a 
permanent  and  inevitable  fixture  with 
which  the  world’s  people  must  "learn  to 

live.” 

They  also  are  reminders  that  world 
peace  isn't  likely  to  result  all  at  once 
from  dramatic  large-scale  events.  Peace 
is  most  likely  to  come  from  small,  pa¬ 
tient  ongoing  steps  to  lessen  fear  and  dis¬ 
trust  between  nations. 

As  those  negative  barriers  are  re¬ 
moved.  it  becomes  possible  to  talk  mean¬ 
ingfully  about  the  mutual  trust  and  good 
will  that  are  required  for  peace. 


Here  I  Stand 

Partner  churches  need  new  order 


By  DORIS  FRANKLIN  RUGH 

The  appeal  for  $9  million  by  the  UMC’s 
Council  of  Bishops  to  “aid  partner 
churches  in  crisis”  makes  it  obvious  that 
that  the  bishops  see  I 
the  crisis  as  mainly  | 
economic. 

But  is  the  dollar  | 
the  only  answer  to  a  I 
crisis  that  is  created  I 
by  other  than  mone- 1 
tary  factors? 

I  was  invited.  asHL  ?:f 

editor  of  the  "Indian  Doris  Rugh 
Witness"  (the  newspaper  and  review  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  India),  to  the 
Asia  Pacific  USA  consultation  on  "Mis¬ 
sion  Today"  in  New  Delhi.  India,  in 
March  1986. 

In  our  tea-break  discussions  on  the 
economics  of  the  church,  Bishop  Emerito 
Nacpil  of  the  Manila.  Philippines,  Area, 
remarked  that  the  most  expensive  insti¬ 
tution  to  manage  is  the  church. 

The  high  rate  of  inflation,  high  cost  of 
living  and  many  social  and  political  fac¬ 
tors  have  caused  heavy  burdens  on  the 
already  sagging  shoulders  of  most  Asian. 
African  and  Third  World  countries. 

But  the  churches  there  face  greater 
frustration.  For  more  than  a  century 
they  have  depended  mostly  on  raising 
funds  from  abroad  and  have  neglected 
the  need  for  generating  their  own  funds. 


Bishop  Hunt’s  remarks  bring  relief,  concern 


To  the  Editor: 

What  a  sigh  of  relief  most  United  Meth¬ 
odist  members  will  have  upon  reading 
Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  s  pronouncement  on 
the  homosexual  issue  (see  UMR  Nov.  27). 

I  believe  the  sooner  we  can  drop  the 
"alternate  style  of  life"  camouflage  and 
deal  with  this  subject  as  a  Judeo-Chris- 
tian  moral  issue,  the  sooner  it  can  be 
dealt  with  realistically. 

I  was  satisfied  with  the  bishop's  re¬ 
mark:  “If  our  United  Methodist  Church 
could  vote  on  the  human  sexuality  issue, 
we  all  know  what  the  vote  would  be." 

Why  should  a  pressure  group  be  agitat¬ 
ing  to  dilute  United  Methodist  belief  and 
practice,  or  why  should  the  church  ac¬ 
cept  it  any  more  than  the  apostolic 
church  accepted  Gnosticism  and  other 
early  forms  of  heresy? 

Donald  E.  Kohlstaedt 
Spokane.  Washington 

Bishop  was  disheartening 

To  the  Editor. 

It  was  disheartening  to  read  Bishop 
Earl  Hunt’s  statements  concerning  the 
church's  stand  on  the  issue  of  homosex¬ 
uality  (see  UMR.  Nov.  27). 

The  bishop's  statement.  "Are  we  not  ob¬ 
ligated  to  pay  attention  to  the  very  obvi¬ 
ous  will  of  our  people  in  this  matter," 
seemed  a  ploy  of  convenience  to  avoid  tak¬ 
ing  a  controversial  stand  in  the  matter. 

I  was  among  the  400  people  who  re¬ 
cently  attended  the  National  Consulta¬ 
tion  on  AIDS  Ministries  in  San  Francisco 
(see  UMR.  Nov.  13  and  Nov.  20). 

The  people  I  met  there,  the  speakers  I 
heard  and  the  issues  I  was  forced  to  wres¬ 
tle  with  have  done  a  great  deal  to  begin  a 
reformation  of  my  own  thinking  about 
AIDS  and  homosexuality.  I  hope  that  I  am 
becoming  more  inclusive  in  my  thinking 
about  who  is  the  church  and  who  ought  to 
have  the  right  to  be  its  clergy. 

That  only  two  bishops  were  present 
for  small  portions  of  the  consultation 
seems  to  assure  that  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  will  continue  to  refuse  to  deal 
with  the  issue  of  homosexuality  and  ordi¬ 
nation  on  a  theologically  informed  basis. 

I  hope  the  Council  of  Bishops  realizes 
that  the  minority  of  people  in  the  church 
who  feel  that  our  Book  of  Discipline  does 
not  deal  fairly  with  the  whole  matter  of 
homosexuality  also  needs  to  be  heard  by 
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the  Council  of  Bishops. 

John  Patrick  Colatch 
Newark,  Delaware 

Letter  saddens 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  great  sadness  Kathy  Perri- 
go  s  letter  in  the  Nov.  13  Reporter. 

The  writer  appeared  to  equate  homo¬ 
sexuality  with  murder,  theft,  etc.,  in  argu¬ 
ing  that  people  who  are  "gay"  should 
confess  their  sin  and  pray  for  forgiveness. 

Ms.  Perrigo’s  logic  misses  a  vital 
point  Murdering,  lying,  stealing,  etc,, 
are  things  some  people  do.  Being  homo¬ 
sexual  is  something  some  people  are. 

If  we  as  the  church  or,  indeed  as  individ¬ 
uals.  are  ever  to  come  to  a  loving  and  posi¬ 
tive  position  where  we  can  embrace  all 
Christians,  we  cannot  categorically  reject 
people  for  something  they  did  not  choose. 

Paul  R.  Dickerson 
Ashland  City.  Tennessee 

Focusing  on  sex 

To  the  Editor 

Reading  that  sex  is  very  much  on  the 
minds  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
these  days  (see  the  Nov.  13  article  head¬ 
lined.  "Homosexuality  ranked  top  issue") 
led  me  to  recall  that  my  own  thoughts  of¬ 
ten  turn  to  sex  when  I’m  facing  a  crisis:  a 
test  for  which  I  wasn’t  prepared,  for  exam¬ 
ple.  or  a  deadline  approaching  too  quickly. 

And  that  made  me  wonder  if  maybe 
there  is  a  similar  connection  between  the 
crisis  our  church  faces  and  our  preoccu¬ 
pation.  pro  and  con,  with  sexual  issues. 

On  a  personal  level,  matters  of  sex  don’t 
sort  themselves  out  very  well  when  fo¬ 
cused  on.  They  can  be  sorted  out  in  the 
context  of  fulfilling  work  and  mature  love. 
That  might  be  worth  a  try  in  our  church. 

John  L.  Powell 
Princeton.  New  Jersey 

Voting  "yes’  to  church 

To  the  Editor. 

Fred  Jones  in  his  Nov.  13  letter  ex¬ 
plained  that  if  losing  membership  and  fi¬ 
nancial  support  were  his  intentions,  he 
would  engage  in  a  dialogue  about  sexual 
orientation  and  Methodism. 

The  United  Methodist  intention  is  to  be 
faithful  to  God  and  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  While  faithfulness  entails  bringing 
and  living  the  Gospel  to  and  for  all  people, 
it  does  not  prescribe  popularity  at  all  costs. 
For  United  Methodists,  one  aspect  of  faith¬ 
fulness  is  dealing  with  difficult  issues. 

United  Methodism’s  response  to  issues 
of  sexuality  should  not  be  determined  by 
projecting  how  the  espousing  of  one  view 
or  another  might  affect  membership  and 
finances.  Rather,  this  discussion  should 
center  around  the  examination  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  and  the  call  of  Christ  to  disciple  the 
whole  world  regardless  of  distinguishing 
human  states  of  being. 

As  for  Mr.  Jones’  threat  to  further  re¬ 
duce  his  pledge,  he  obviously  has  mistak¬ 
en  his  checkbook  for  a  voting  ballot. 

I  voted  "Yes"  to  United  Methodism 
when  I  was  received  into  membership. 
Presumably,  so  did  Mr.  Jones  if  he  was 
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sincere  during  the  ritual. 

The  appropriate  ways  for  church 
members  to  cast  a  dissenting  vote  are  by 
stating  our  position,  working  through  our 
local  annual  conference  representative 
and  other  church  channels,  or  by  stand¬ 
ing  up  and  declaring  non-membership  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Meanwhile,  we  should  keep  our  money 
where  our  mouth,  and  presumably  our 
hearts,  minds  and  souls  were  when  we  said. 
"I  will"  to  the  vows  of  church  membership. 

John  Kliewer 
Dallas,  Texas 

Speaking  of  hell 

To  the  Editor: 

We  remember,  now  with  amusement, 
glowing  reports  on  Cuba  by  a  group  of 
United  Methodist  leaders,  bishops  and 
board  members.  At  the  time,  we  were 
appalled  and  enraged  at  how  they  were 
duped! 

Now  we  wonder  what  they  would  say 
to  the  prisoners  rioting  in  Louisiana  and 
Atlanta— willing  to  die  rather  than  to  be 
returned  to  the  land  the  delegation  found 
so  innocuous. 

I  am  reminded  of  the  words  of  Edna 
St.  Vincent  Millay  in  her  "Ode  to  Pers- 
phone,"  speaking  of  hell:  "Take  her  head 
upon  your  knee,  and  say,  ‘My  dear,  my 
dear;  It  is  not  so  dreadful  here.’  ” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  McElheny 
Maitland,  Florida 

Judicial  ruling  explained 

To  the  Editor: 

The  "Here  I  Stand"  column  in  the  Nov. 
20  issue  stated  that  the  "recent  decision 
by  the  United  Methodist  Judicial  Council 
regarding  the  status  of  local  elders— 
read  Oral  Roberts— was  a  classic  mis¬ 
carriage  of  justice." 

Contrary  to  what  that  article  and  sever¬ 
al  other  news  reports  have  stated,  the  Ju¬ 
dicial  Council  did  not  change  in  any  way 
the  role  or  relationship  that  Oral  Roberts 
and  other  local  elders  and  local  deacons 
have  within  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  council  merely  clarified  the 
meaning  of  the  Book  of  Discipline,  which 
is  precisely  what  this  nine-member  body 
is  empowered  to  do. 

In  response  to  a  request  from  the 
Oklahoma  Annual  Conference  for  clarifi¬ 
cation.  the  council  ruled  that  a  local  dea¬ 
con  or  local  elder  continues  to  be  a 
member  of  and  accountable  to  the  local 
church  in  which  his/her  membership  re¬ 
sides  and  is  not  directly  accountable  to 
the  annual  conference. 

The  local  elder  has  authority  to 
preach,  to  conduct  divine  worship,  to  ad¬ 
minister  the  sacraments  of  baptism  and 


the  Lord's  Supper,  and  to  perform  the 
marriage  ceremony.  However,  a  local  el¬ 
der  is  authorized  to  exercise  ministerial 
functions  only  in  the  charge  to  which 
he  she  is  appointed  or  resides. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  action  by  the 
Judicial  Council  has  been  misinterpreted. 
Boyce  A.  Bowdon 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Prayers  sought 

To  the’  Editor: 

Many  people  throughout  the  Christian 
community  have  been  saddened  and  dis¬ 
tressed  over  the  tragic  events  involving 
Peggy  and  Walker  Railey. 

Walker  is  the  former  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas.  His 
wife.  Peggy,  was  nearly  choked  to  death 
April  22.  She  remains  in  a  coma  in  a  Ty¬ 
ler.  Texas,  nursing  home  No  arrests 
have  been  made.  Their  two  children  are 
being  cared  for  by  friends. 

I  am  a  clergy  spouse  and  a  longtime 
friend  of  the  Raileys.  I  have  been  deeply 
touched  by  the  concern  of  another  clergy 
spouse,  Raquel  Achon  of  Long  Beach. 
Calif.  Raquel  has  never  met  Peggy,  but 
lor  several  months  she  has  been  praying 
for  her  daily. 

Recently,  she  shared  an  idea  with  me: 
Could  concerned  people  across  the  church, 
particularly  clergy  spouses,  join  in  prayer 
for  Peggy  each  day  at  noon?  Many  of  the 
clergy  spouses  in  the  North  Texas  confer¬ 
ence.  of  which  Peggy  is  a  part,  are  already 
committed  to  doing  that.  We  invite  others 
to  unite  their  prayers  with  ours. 

Mary  Brooke  Casad 
Valley  View,  Texas 
“No’  lo  nuclear  weapons 
To  the  Editor: 

The  bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  are  to  be  commended  for  a 
strong  stand  against  nuclear  weapons. 

When  the  14  United  Methodist  bishops 
visited  the  Oak  Ridge  nuclear  weapons 
plant.  Missouri  Area  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy. 
Jr.  said:  "We  are  all  God's  children.  God 
loves  us  all.  If  we  don’t  come  together 
eventually,  we  re  all  going  to  die  togeth¬ 
er  "  (see  UMR  Nov.  20). 

With  that  thought  in  mind,  isn't  it  time 
to  re-order  our  priorities  as  a  nation? 
Isn't  it  imperative  that  we  renounce  the 
evils  of  nuclear  bombs  and  exotic  weap¬ 
onry? 

The  Reagan  administration  cut  a  re¬ 
ported  $5  billion  from  child  nutrition 
programs  during  the  past  six  years. 
Therefore,  we  certainly  cannot  accept  a 
"Star  Wars’’  (Strategic  Defense  Initiative) 
proposal  that  could  cost  $1  million  per 
day  for  the  next  2,730  years ! 

Even  if  we  could  afford  "Star  Wars” 
weaponry,  it  would  not  be  a  morally  ac¬ 
ceptable  use  of  resources. 

We  need  to  say  "No"  to  all  these  deadly 
proposed  weapons  systems.  After  all, 
don't  we  have  a  responsibility  to  protect 
the  sanctity  of  the  earth  and  the  heavens? 

Elaine  Jensen  Chesley 
Brainerd,  Minnesota 


On  the  UMR  Beal 

Love  notes  mean  more  when  they're  signed 


An  unsigned  postcard  recently  came 
addressed  to  my  family.  It  bore  the  fol¬ 
lowing  message  in  red  typeset  print: 

“I  LOVE  YOU. 

"This  card  is  sent  to  you  as  a  part  of  a 
‘Tell  Someone  You  Love  Them’  cam¬ 
paign.  It  is  meant  to  counteract  some  of 
the  hatred  in  the  world  that  is  so  often 
expressed  in  bitter  words  and  acts  of  vio¬ 
lence.  Why  should  we  deny  others  the 
love  that  they  crave  so  deeply? 

"Let  us  learn  to  give  love  generously, 
to  express  love  honestly  and  to  receive 
love  graciously. 

“The  condition  of  the  world  may  very 
well  be  the  sum  total  of  the  love  and  ha¬ 
tred  that  exists  in  it.  I  am  expressing  my 
love  for  you  to  help  change  the  balance 
to  a  more  loving  world.” 

It  was  nice  to  get  such  a  love  note.  I 
agree  with  the  sentiment  it  expresses. 
My  only  disappointment  was  that  it  was 
not  accompanied  by  some  voucher  of  its 
authenticity— say,  an  indication  that  a 
large  sum  of  money  had  been  deposited 
in  a  Swiss  bank  account  in  my  name. 

Or  a  signature. 


I  have  an  idea  who  sent  the  card,  so 
I’m  not  deeply  distressed  that  it  was  un¬ 
signed.  But  I  was  struck  by  how  disem¬ 
bodied  its  message  of  T 
love  seemed  without  | 
such  a  "voucher”- 
sign  that  a  person  I 
known  to  me  sent  it  | 
and  meant  it. 

Love  disconnected  I 
from  a  human  being! 
or  human  action! 
somehow  doesn’t  sit  Stephen  Swecker 
right.  It  doesn’t  “sit”  at  all,  in  fact.  It 
floats  out  there  in  the  ethereal  some¬ 
where  as  a  nice  thought,  a  good  intention 
or  a  philosophical  ideal. 

Such  love,  however  poetically  ex¬ 
pressed.  never  seems  to  get  around  to 
touching  ground  or  touching  life  in  a  way 
that  tangibly  tilts  the  “balance  to  a  more 
loving  world." 

I'm  afraid  my  "love”  sometimes  is 
like  that.  Floating  unacted  upon  in  my 
head  are  all  sorts  of  loving  notions  to¬ 
ward  family,  friends  and  even  people  I 
don't  know. 


While  the  reality  of  economic  depres¬ 
sion  in  the  Asian.  African  and  Pacific  re¬ 
gions  is  a  matter  of  great  struggle  for 
the  church  there,  an  added  burden  is  the 
phenomenal  cost  of  supporting  the  infra¬ 
structure  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
whether  autonomous  or  affiliated  with 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  8th  General  Assembly  of  the 
Christian  Conference  of  Asia  met  at 
Seoul.  Korea,  in  June  1985.  An  earnest 
appeal  was  made  during  the  meeting  by 
some  of  the  young  delegates  for  drastic 
changes  in  the  top-heavy  hierarchical 
structures  of  the  church. 

The  need  of  the  hour,  it  was  felt,  was 
to  simplify  and  economize  the  adminis¬ 
tration  and  the  lifestyle  of  the  churches 
in  the  Asia /Pacific  regions. 

The  structure  and  the  lifestyle  of  the 
Methodist  churches  overseas  and  their 
institutions  were  designed  after  the 
mother  church  in  the  West— mainly  the 
United  States. 

The  pattern  was.  and  still  is,  bare  feet 
for  the  rural  evangelist,  a  bicycle  for  the 
city  pastor,  a  jeep  for  the  district  super¬ 
intendent  and  a  car  for  the  bishop. 

Will  they  climb  the  palm  tree? 

The  disparity  in  salaries  and  perks  for 
those  up  the  ladder  and  those  beneath 
are  so  great  that  the  ones  down  below 
wonder  whether  they  will  ever  be  able  to 
climb  the  palm  tree  where  the  fruits  are. 

Tremendous  discontent,  rivalries,  poli¬ 
tics  and  even  corruption  have  caused  a 
setback  in  the  ministry  and  witness  of 
most  of  these  churches.  Almost  all  de¬ 
nominations.  including  Roman  Catholics, 
are  plagued  with  growing  numbers  of 
court  cases  related  to  church  adminis¬ 
tration.  property  and  personnel. 

These  lawsuits  are  mostly  the  result  of 
interpersonal  conflicts  within  the  church 
itself.  At  the  heart  of  such  conflicts  is  the 
money  that  invites  suspicion.  Suspicion 
leads  to  mistrust.  Mistrust  leads  to  con¬ 
frontations  ending  in  litigations. 

But  there  are  also  signs  of  maturity  in 
the  church  in  these  regions.  Members  are 
realizing  that  they  have  to  struggle  with 
themselves  and  within  the  church  itself  to 
find  workable  solutions  to  their  problems. 

Local  churches  have  geared  them¬ 
selves  to  build  up  their  home-mission 
funds  for  pastoral  ministry.  They  also 
are  calling  for  accountability  at  all  lev¬ 
els  of  financial  handlings. 

When  funds  were  freely  flowing  in 
from  the  United  States,  members  did  not 
worry  how  they  were  used.  Now,  from 
the  receiving  end,  they  are  moving  to¬ 
ward  self-support,  which  has  brought  a 
new  awareness. 

Members  are  questioning  their  leaders, 
and  leaders  are  challenging  the  members. 
Their  struggles  are  painful  for  the  mother 


church  to  watch,  and  a  deaf  ear  cannot  be 
lent  to  their  requests  for  help. 

The  UMC  has  channels  like  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  to  meet 
the  urgent  need  caused  by  natural  car 
lamities  as  well  as  other  emergencies. 
But  any  other  kind  of  help  needs  to  be 
given  judiciously  so  as  not  to  weaken  the 
efforts  to  eliminate  the  redundant  ma¬ 
chinery  and  superfluous  overhead  of  the 
institutional  and  structural  church. 

Restructuring  is  the  basic  need  of  the 
partner  churches,  and  it  also  is  their 
growing  pain. 

Churches  caught  in  vicious  cycle 

As  inheritors  of  huge  church  and  insti¬ 
tutional  buildings,  properties,  institution¬ 
al  work  and  personnel,  formerly  fundetj 
by  churches  in  the  West,  most  of  the  Asia 
Pacific  region  churches  are  caught  in  the 
vicious  cycle. 

Their  dilemma  is  whether  to  let  go  o( 
some  of  the  old  to  give  birth  to  a  new, 
more  viable  order.  The  status  quo  al¬ 
ways  appears  more  secure  than  a  new 
order  that  is  still  incomprehensible. 

The  greatest  challenge  before  the 
UMC  is  not  to  revert  to  the  old  pattern  of 
sending  more  missionaries  and  more  dol¬ 
lars.  From  paternalism  to  partnership 
and  back  again  to  paternalism  is  not  the 
long-range  solution  to  the  crisis  (mostly 
financial). 

Block  grants  and  Advance  Special  giv¬ 
ing  have  been  very  effective  ways  fcf 
sharing  partnership  in  mission.  How 
about  taking  a  bold  step  of  stipulating 
that  these  and  other  special  grants  be 
used  mainly  for  the  work  and  ministry  bf 
the  church  but  that  funds  for  administra¬ 
tive  purpose  should  be  raised  locally? 

That  may  be  one  of  the  ways  to  help 
partner  churches  evolve  structures  .of 
their  own  that  are  financially  viable  and 
conducive  to  the  needs  of  the  people  .hi 
their  regions. 

The  UMC  suffers  from  a  sense  of  guilt 
for  the  internal  struggles  of  the  partner 
churches.  But  within  itself  it  is  also  anxious 
to  simplify  its  own  monolithic  structure. 

While  the  UMC  seems  to  have  the  fi¬ 
nancial  resources  to  sustain  or  even  ex¬ 
pand  its  existing  structure,  the  partner 
churches  may  lose  their  vitality  because 
their  pulpits  are  being  minimized  and 
overshadowed  by  the  executive’s  chair. 

More  than  the  generosity  of  the  UMC. 
partner  churches  need  the  faith  that  out  of 
their  struggles  will  rise  a  church  victori¬ 
ous— not  as  an  expensive  and  privileged 
institution  in  the  midst  of  poverty  and  suf¬ 
fering  but  as  a  body  identifying  and  miti¬ 
gating  that  poverty  and  suffering. 

That  was  the  ministry  and  mission  of 
the  pioneer  missionaries. 

Doris  Franklin  Rugh  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Sevier- 
ville.  Tenn.  (Holston  Annual  Conference ): 


My  Witness 

Waiting  for  call  about  AIDS 


They  include  the  poor  soul  whom  I  lit¬ 
erally  tripped  over  recently  as  he  lay 
drunk  on  a  New  York  City  sidewalk.  All  I 
could  muster  was  a  weak.  "I’m  sorry.” 

It's  often  likewise  with  our  church’s 
corporate  expressions  of  love.  How 
many  times  do  we  draft  ringing  resolu¬ 
tions  of  intentions  or  ideals  after  we  trip 
over  some  part  of  the  world’s  pain— its 
hunger,  disease  or  injustice? 

But  then  we  omit  the  “voucher,"  that 
is.  evidence  that  we  will  do,  or  are  doing, 
something  more  than  utter  good  inten¬ 
tions.  Although  such  resolutions  officially 
bear  the  church’s  name,  they  frequently 
amount  to  unsigned  postcards  that  never 
vouch  for  or  connect  with  a  human  life. 

Mercifully,  the  author  of  the  original 
"Tell  the  World  You  Love  Them”  cam¬ 
paign— sometimes  called  the  Gospel— 
didn't  forget  the  voucher:  the  One  who  is 
tangible  evidence  of  the  divine  love’s 
connection  with  our  lives. 

Good  news!  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  God  didn’t  send  an  unsigned  post¬ 
card. 

—STEPHEN  SWECKER 


By  JEFFREY  G.  SNYDER 

I've  been  waiting  for  a  phone  call.  It 
finally  came  Normally,  I  wouldn’t  even 
mention  waiting  on  a  call,  but  this  one 
was  different. 

You  see,  a  few.] 
weeks  ago  a  close  1 
friend  told  me  he 
was  having  a  HTLV-  < 

III /LAV  blood  test.  l! 

That  is  the  test  for 
acquired  immune  de¬ 
ficiency  syndrome. 

The  lab  technician  Jeffrey  Snyder 
told  him  that  he’d  have  the  results  in  a  "a 
couple  of  weeks.” 

"A  couple  of  weeks?"  Pretty  casual 
talk!  But  by  now,  lab  techs  have  grown 
accustomed  to  AIDS  tests.  For  them  it  is 
just  part  of  a  day’s  work. 

The  Surgeon  General’s  Report  on 
AIDS  indicates  that  about  1.5  million 
people  in  the  United  States  have  already 
been  infected.  Of  these,  an  estimated 
100.000  to  200,000  will  come  down  with 
AIDS-related  complex. 

There  is  really  no  way  of  predicting 
precisely  how  many  people  will  develop 
AIDS  related  complex  or  AIDS.  The 
symptoms  can  take  as  long  as  nine  years 
from  the  time  of  infection  to  show  up. 

And  the  disease  certainly  isn’t  limited 
to  any  specific  group,  race  or  nation. 
AIDS  is  a  worldwide  health  crisis  that  af¬ 
fects  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls. 

The  number  of  people  known  to  have 
AIDS  in  the  United  States  to  date  is  more 
than  43,000.  Of  these,  about  half  have 
died  of  the  disease.  Since  there  is  still  no 
cure,  the  others  are  also  expected  to  die 
eventually. 

With  these  kinds  of  numbers,  is  it  any 
wonder  that  my  friend  would  hear  the 
casual  remark  "a  couple  of  weeks”  from 
a  lab  technician  who  spends  eight  hours 
a  day.  five  days  a  week  doing  AIDS  blood 
tests? 

But  it  wasn't  a  casual  couple  of  weeks 
for  my  friend!  It  was  hell!  So  my  friend 
asked  me  to  share  his  vigil,  and  together 
we  have  waited  for  that  life  or  death 
phone  call 

During  the  wait,  someone  asked  me, 
"Aren't  you  afraid  to  associate  with 
someone  who  might  have  AIDS?  What  if 
a  person  with  AIDS  touches  you,  hugs 
you  or  kisses  you?  What  if  you  get  it  and 
pass  it  along  to  your  family?” 

Well.  I  understood  their  fear,  and  I  ap¬ 
preciate  their  sincere  concern,  but  the 
fact  is  that  AIDS  is  not  spread  through 
casual  contact! 

You  can't  get  AIDS  by  hugging  some¬ 
one.  kissing  someone  or  by  caring  for  a 
person  with  the  disease.  AIDS  is  spread 
through  very  specific  high-risk  sexual 
contact  (both  heterosexual  and  homosex¬ 
ual).  by  sharing  needles  and  syringes  or 
other  implements  for  intravenous  drug 
use.  and  in  some  rare  cases  through 
blood  transfusions  before  the  mandatory 


screening  that  began  in  1985. 

No.  I’m  not  afraid  to  be  around  some¬ 
one  with  AIDS.  I'm  not  afraid  to  care  for 
someone  with  AIDS.  v,» 

As  soon  as  my  friend  called  to  tell  ir)e 
that  he  had  had  the  test,  I  determined 
that  if  the  test  came  back  positive,  I 
would  be  with  him  to  the  end,  and  I 
would  hold  him  even  at  his  death. 

So  we  waited  together  for  the  call  to 
come.  The  wait  was  an  eternity!  « 

And  the  call  finally  came!  The  test  was 
negative!  My  friend  is  younger  by  years, 
and  I'm  delighted  as  well! 

But  I  can't  help  thinking  of  all  the  oth¬ 
ers  waiting  for  phone  calls— all  those  for 
whom  the  test  will  be  positive,  those  for 
whom  there  is  already  no  hope. 

1  am  determined,  to  the  best  of  my  hu¬ 
man  ability  and  in  the  love  of  God,  to  be 
there  for  them,  their  families  and  their 
loved  ones. 

The  Rev.  Jeffrey  G.  Snyder  is  senibr 
pastor  of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Fresno.  Calif.  (California-Ner 
vada  Annual  Conference). 


■«  Your  Gift 
Will  Help 
Tomorrow’s 
Leaders 


“The  United  Methodist  Student 
Loan  Fund  has  been  with  me  all  the 
way  through,  helping  me  to  reach 
my  goals,”  said  Dr.  Deirdre 
Christenberry,  a  recent  graduate 
from  medical  school.  “I  intend  to 
make  my  life  count  in  a  positive 
way;  and  the  more  education  I  get, 
the  more  positive  my  impact  can 
be.” 

The  offering  taken  on  United 
Methodist  Student  Day,  Dec.  27, 
provides  loans  and  scholarships  for 
United  Methodist  students  like  Ms. 
Christenberry.  Your  gift  will  help 
make  their  dreams  of  higher  edu¬ 
cation  a  reality  and  bring  them 
opportunities  for  service  and 
leadership. 

For  information  contact: 

Office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships, 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  PO.  Box  871, 

Nashville,  TN  37202-0871, 

Telephone:  (615)  340-7342. 


United  Methodist 
Student  Day 


Photo  by  Robert  Lear 
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avoids  action  on  Africa  university 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DAYTON,  Ohio— United  Methodism’s 
treasury  agency  decided  last  week  to 
make  no  recommendation  to  the  1988 
General  Conference  regarding  a  $20-mil- 
lion  funding  plan  for  a  UM-related  uni¬ 
versity  in  Africa. 

Several  members  argued  that  any 
funding  plan  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  might  adopt 
would  imply  endorsement  of  the  propos¬ 
al  itself. 

But  the  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
meeting  concurrently  at  the  same  site, 
voted  to  affirm,  “in  principle,  the  con¬ 
cept  of  a  United  Methodist  university  in 
Africa.” 

The  actions  continued  the  two  coun¬ 
cils’  historic,  mandated  roles:  The  trea¬ 
sury  agency  is  to  avoid  acting  on 
programmatic  matters,  and  the  coordi¬ 
nating  agency  is  to  avoid  acting  on  finan¬ 
cial  matters. 

The  fiscal  council  decided  to  wait  until 
the  1988  General  Conference  acts  on  the 
proposal  coming  from  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
to  build  the  university  at  Old  Mutare, 
Zimbabwe. 

Then  the  fiscal  council,  which  is  to  be 
in  session  during  the  April  26-May  6  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  could  respond  to  any 


directives  from  that  legislative  assem¬ 
bly. 

Several  options  available 

Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  (Washington 
Area),  president  of  the  fiscal  council, 
said  the  General  Conference  would  have 
several  options  concerning  the  universi¬ 
ty.  Those  included: 

•  Accepting  the  proposal  and  either  in¬ 
creasing  or  decreasing  the  amount  re¬ 
quested  to  finance  the  project. 

•Funding  the  proposal  by  a  new  ap¬ 
portionment  (assessment  paid  by  each 
congregation),  by  a  program  of  special 
gifts  or  by  a  combination  of  the  two. 

•Rejecting  the  Africa  university  pro¬ 
posal  outright  or  accepting  it  and  telling 
treasury  officials  to  carve  the  amount 
from  the  $400  million  already  proposed 
for  apportionments  during  1989-92. 

But  the  denomination’s  coordinating 
council  endorsed  an  11th  hour  contention 
by  Bishop  Ole  Borgen  (Northern  Europe 
Central  Conference)  “that  every  possible 
effort  be  made  to  make  (the  university) 
become  a  reality.” 

The  agency  had  earlier  voted  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  involved  in  discussions  about 
the  Africa  university. 

The  coordinating  council  also  urged 
that  a  consultation  with  high-level  church 


officials  be  held  early  in  1988  to  discuss 
the  university  proposal.  That  meeting  is 
tentatively  planned  for  Feb.  9. 

“This  consultation  would  provide  a  fo¬ 
rum  for  mutual  discussion  by  all  agen¬ 
cies,  including  the  exploration  of 
answers  to  questions  likely  to  be  raised 
by  General  Conference  delegates,”  a 
council  statement  said. 

Many  questions  raised 

Members  of  both  the  coordinating  and 
treasury  councils  raised  many  questions 
about  the  university  proposal  during 
their  four-day  joint  and  separate  meet¬ 
ings. 

Dr.  J.  Allen  Norris  Jr.  of  Louisburg, 
N.C.,  a  member  of  the  coordinating  coun¬ 
cil,  set  the  tone  early  when  he  said,  "The 
project  certainly  addresses  a  need.”  But 
Dr.  Norris,  president  of  UM-related 
Louisburg  College,  added  that  further 
clarification  was  needed  to  determine 
the  proposal’s  impact  on  the  church. 

The  Rev.  James  McCormack  of  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio,  a  member  of  the  fiscal 
council,  said,  “I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
we  will  never  have  all  the  answers  be¬ 
fore  we  do  anything,  but  I  would  like  an¬ 
swers  to  a  few  of  the  questions.” 

Among  key  questions  posed  by  the  fis¬ 
cal  agency  was  whether  $20  million— the 
amount  proposed  over  the  next  four 


years— would  adequately  fund  the  post- 
secondary  school. 

The  group  also  expressed  concern  that 
the  proposal  had  not  received  official  ap¬ 
proval  from  the  Zimbabwean  govern¬ 
ment  as  expected  by  Nov.  30  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  27). 

Others  asked  about  the  political  stabil¬ 
ity  of  Zimbabwe,  the  safety  of  whites  in 
the  country,  coordination  between  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  education  and  mission 
boards  as  they  relate  to  the  African  uni¬ 
versity,  and  access  to  Zimbabwe  by  stu¬ 
dents  from  other  African  countries. 

Information  need  acknowledged 

“I’m  now  very  much  aware  of  the  fact 
.that  folks  out  there  . . .  want  more  infor¬ 
mation,”  said  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trot¬ 
ter,  chief  executive  of  the  higher 
education  board. 

“I  want  as  many  people  fully  informed 
and  testing  this  with  as  many  hard  ques¬ 
tions  as  possible.” 

Dr.  Trotter  brought  a  report  to  the 
meeting  of  the  two  councils  that  outlined 
the  plan,  including  a  detailed  budget  pro¬ 
posal  for  staffing  and  building. 

"We  do  not  expect  it  to  be  a  western  uni¬ 
versity  set  down  in  Africa  under  an  old- 
fashioned  missionary  model,”  Dr.  Trotter 
said.  “It  will  be  an  African  university  op-* 
erating  under  African  leadership.” 


He  repeatedly  pointed  out  that  the 
plan  was  developed  in  response  to  an  ini¬ 
tiative  from  African  bishops. 

Dr.  Trotter  said  that  he  understood 
Zimbabwean  Prime  Minister  Robert  Mu¬ 
gabe  “very  much  wants  the  Africa  uni¬ 
versity.” 

But  the  Zimbabwean  official  also  had 
asked  if  $20  million  would  be  enough  to 
put  the  university  on  permanent  sound 
footing,  Dr.  Trotter  said. 

“No,”  said  the  UM  higher  education  of¬ 
ficial,  "it  isn’t.” 

He  went  on  to  explain  his  own  plans  to 
use  a  portion  of  the  UM  fiscal  commit¬ 
ment  over  the  next  four  years  to  create  a 
continuing  endowment  and  then  raise  ad¬ 
ditional  funds  through  private  fund  solic¬ 
itation. 

“I  feel  very  keenly  that  it  (the  Africa 
university  proposal)  will  give  us  a  new 
surge  of  confidence  that  we  as  a  denomi¬ 
nation  are  in  mission,”  Dr.  Trotter  said. 

He  added  that  the  effort  would  give 
the  U.S.  church  an  opportunity  to  demon¬ 
strate  that  Africa,  which  soon  will  have  a 
fifth  of  the  world’s  total  population,  is  a 
place  where  the  United  Methodist 
Church  wants  to  be. 

Site  called  ‘wise’ 

Bishop  Borgen  called  the  site  selection 


committee’s  decision— on  UM-owned 
land  in  eastern  Zimbabwe— “quite  wise. 
He  said,  “I  don’t  think  there  is  any  doubt 
that  this  is  one  of  the  finest  places  in  all 
of  Africa.” 

The  Central  Conference  bishop,  who 
said  he  travels  frequently  to  Zimbabwe, 
pointed  out  it  isn’t  "a  difficult  land  to 
come  in  and  out  of”  compared  to  other 
African  countries. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  denomination’s  world  mis¬ 
sion  board,  said  his  agency  had  been 
working  with  the  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry  on  the  project. 

He  also  noted  that  recent  violence  in 
the  country  had  occurred  along  the  bor¬ 
der  with  Mozambique  and  in  the  south¬ 
ern  part  of  the  nation,  targeting  both 
whites  and  blacks  who  had  declined  pro¬ 
tection  of  Zimbabwean  soldiers  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  4). 

In  a  summarizing  statement  during  a 
general  session  of  the  treasury  agency, 
Bishop  Yeakel  said  the  issue  of  creation 
of  a  university  has  never  been  debated 
by  the  group. 

However,  Bishop  Yeakel  said  that 
members  had  arrived  at  consensus  that 
whatever  is  to  be  done  should  be  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  $400  million  amount  already 
allocated  to  denominational  efforts  for 
the  next  four  years. 


Proposed  UM  budget  for  ’89-’92 
wears  $400-million  spending  cap 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio— Few  surprises 
emerged  last  week  as  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  treasury  agency  approved  final 
numbers  it  will  recommend  for  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  1989-92  budget. 

Caps  of  $150  million  for  denomination¬ 
al  program  agencies  and  $400  million  for 
the  total  UMC  budget,  including  the  pro¬ 
grammatic  $150  million,  were  pulled 
down  tight  in  snowy  Dayton  as  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  worked  out  details  of  the  plan  to  be 
presented  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  April. 

The  $399.6  million  in  askings  over  the 
next  four  years  will  represent  less  than  4 
cents  of  every  $1  put  into  collection 
plates  by  United  Methodist  churchgoers, 
according  to  treasury  agency  figures. 

“It  (the  budget)  might  even  be  too  con¬ 
servative,”  said  Garland  K.  Carver,  a 
member  of  the  council  from  Des  Moines, 
Iowa.  “But  I’d  rather  have  them  (General 
Conference  delegates)  say  we’re  not  doing 
enough  than  saying  we’re  doing  too  much.” 

The  increase  over  the  next  four  years 
(the  church’s  fiscal  and  programmatic 
quadrennium)  is  13.68  percent— an  aver¬ 
age  of  slightly  more  than  4  percent  annu¬ 
ally  in  all  years  but  1989.  That  year  the 
proposed  budget  is  to  go  up  0.3  percent. 

The  Rev.  James  J.  Caraway  of  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  said  it  is  important  to  em¬ 
phasize  the  annual  percentage  increase. 

Dr.  Caraway,  Louisiana  conference 
treasurer,  said  the  annual  percentage 
was  an  "understandable  common  denom¬ 
inator”  for  most  laypeople  and  members 
of  the  clergy. 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  K.  Wake  of  San  Fran¬ 


cisco  said,  “One  of  our  concerns  is  to  hu¬ 
manize  the  budget.” 

Several  members  of  the  fiscal  council 
informally  expressed  a  conviction  that 
the  $20-million  proposal— $5  million 
each  for  four  years— to  build  a  United 
Methodist  university  in  Africa  should  be 
an  “add-on”  to  the  proposed  budget. 

But  the  full  council  declined  to  include 
any  funding  package  for  the  university  in 
the  proposed  budget  going  to  General 
Conference,  the  denomination’s  top  legis¬ 
lative  assembly  (see  related  story). 

If  the  $399.6  million  budget  is  adopted 
by  General  Conference  as  presented, 
church  program  boards  would  receive 
$150  million  during  the  next  four-year 
fiscal  period. 

The  church’s  world  mission  board 
would  receive  the  lion’s  share  of  that 
amount— $85.6  million,  up  from  $69.4 
million  during  1985-88. 

Other  allocations  include:  evangelism 
board,  $23.5  million;  higher  education 
board,  $17.5  million;  social-action  board, 
$8.35  million. 

The  balance  is  to  be  distributed  among 
the  commissions  for  Christian  unity,  reli¬ 
gion  and  race,  women’s  advocacy  and  the 
minority  group  self-determination  fund. 

The  remaining  $61.2  million  of  the 
church’s  basic  World  Service  budget  cat¬ 
egory  is  allocated  to: 

•Communication  services  and  tele¬ 
communications,  $38.6  million. 

•  Coordinating  agency,  $6.5  million. 

•  Treasury  agency,  $2.7  million. 

•Contingency  fund,  $2.4  million 

•  General  promotional  resources, 
$1.18  million. 


The  remaining  funds  will  be  distribut¬ 
ed  for  a  variety  of  other  programs,  in¬ 
cluding  support  for  deaconess’  pensions 
and  ethnic-minority  conference  pensions 
and  salaries. 

The  total  $399.6  million  budget  also  in¬ 
cludes: 

•Ministerial  education,  $93.8  million, 
up  from  $80.4  million  in  the  1985-88  period. 

•  Black  college  support,  $38.5  million, 
up  from  $33  million. 

•  Bishops’  funds,  $35.7  million,  up 
from  $31  million. 

•General  administration,  $14.7  mil¬ 
lion,  up  from  $9.1  million. 

•  Interdenominational  cooperation, 
$5.7  million,  up  from  $4.8  million. 

Since  no  missional  priority  was  pro¬ 
posed,  a  fund  item  amounting  to  $25.2 
million  for  the  1985-88  ethnic-minority 
local  church  emphasis  was  eliminated. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


Proposed  amounts  from  offering  dollars 
for  denominational  funds:  1989-92 


General  Administration 
0.1  cent 


Interdenominational 
Cooperation 
0.06  cent 


Less  than  4  cents  of  each 
offering  dollar  goes  to 
denominational  funds 


SOURCE:  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
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Special  program  loses  promotion  bucks 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DAYTON,  Ohio— Spending  $2  to  raise 
$1  isn’t  a  good  fiscal  idea,  the  head  of  the 
church’s  treasury  agency  said  last  week. 

"It  doesn’t  make  sense  to  continue  to 
promote  World  Service  Special  giving  as 
a  separate  giving  category,”  the  Rev. 
Clifford  Droke  said. 

During  a  period  when  almost  $60,000 
was  spent  on  promotions,  he  said,  re¬ 
ceipts  were  only  about  $40,000. 

Consequently,  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  directors  vot- 


New  scene 

UM  executive  heads  new  interfaith  cable  network 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  United  Methodist  executive  heads  a 
newly  formed  cable  TV  network  that 
will  feature  programs  from  mainline  de¬ 
nominations. 

David  Ochoa,  communications  chief 
for  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  and  a  private  cable- 
system  operator,  is  to  run  Vision 
Interfaith  Satellite  Network.  He  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  handle  those  duties  along  with 
his  work  at  the  Nashville-based  agency. 

Formation  of  the  network,  a  program 


service  of  the  National  Interfaith  Cable 
Coalition,  was  announced  during  the 
World  Association  of  Christian  Commu¬ 
nicators  meeting  Dec.  1-5  in  Fort  Lau¬ 
derdale,  Fla. 

The  coalition  represents  12  denomina¬ 
tions— Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Orthodox— as  well  as  Jewish  and  evan¬ 
gelical  groups.  The  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Communication 
agreed  in  October  to  join  the  cable  effort 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  30). 

The  network  is  to  begin  offering  pro¬ 


Tbday  your  child 
'zapped  aliens  and 
destroyed  a  spaceship 

But  what  did  he 
learn  about 
the  Bible? 


A  new  scries  of  computer  software  makes 
it  possible  to  introduce  the  stories  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  to  children,  using  high  quality  color 
graphics.  Each  lesson  offers  a  complete 
educational  package,  including  a  story  in 
computer  pictures,  simplified  Biblical  text, 
.explanations  and  questions.  It  provides  a 
;  useful  and  entertaining  guide  for  home  and 
;  church  instruction. 

Designed  to  run  on  IBM  PC  X/T,  IBM 
PC  A/T  or  compatible  systems,  the  soft¬ 
ware  requires  512K  memory,  color  monitor 


and  enhanced  graphic  adapter. 

This  inspiring  Biblical  software  series  is 
being  offered  by  mail  order  only,  as  a 
monthly  subscription.  One  lesson  will  be 
shipped  every  four  weeks.  The  software  for 
the  entire  series  is  contained  on  two  disk¬ 
ettes  which  will  be  sent  with  the  first  lesson. 
You  may  cancel  your  subscription  at  any 
time. 


To  order,  complete  and  mail  to: 
T.H.B. 

Teaching  the  Holy  Bible, 

P.O.  Box  79254, 

Houston,  TX  77279-9254 
Name _ 


Shipping  Address_ 


The  cost  per  lesson  is  $24.95,  plus  $2.50 
shipping  and  handling.  The  cost  for  the 
software  is  $45.00,  to  be  paid  in  three  in¬ 
stallments  of  $15.00,  added  to  the  cost  of 
the  first  three  lessons. 


Method  of  Payment: 

□Check  or  Money  Order  in  the  amount 
of  $42.45,  made  payable  to  T.H.B. 

(Please  enclose  with  your  order.) 

□  Visa  □MasterCard  □American  Express 

Card  No. _ Exp.  date _ 

S  ign  at  u  re - - - - - 

Ixsson  Two  will  be  automatically  billed  to 
charge  card  customers.  Check  or  Money 
Order  customers  will  be  invoiced.  Please 
allow  four-six  weeks  rp  -w  -w 
delivery. 


grams  in  mid-1988,  Mr.  Ochoa  said.  It 
doesn’t  expect  to  imitate  existing  reli¬ 
gious  programming. 

"Instead,  we  will  create  new  and  ex¬ 
citing  programs  for  special  audiences 
from  problem-solving  shows  for  young 
people  to  information  programs  for 
adults,  even  to  possible  soaps  for  adults,” 
Mr.  Ochoa  said.  “Our  programming  will 
inspire  and  inform  as  well  as  entertain.” 

The  new  network  won’t  allow  fund¬ 
raising  on  the  air,  he  emphasized.  The 
operation  is  to  be  financially  supported 
by  a  combination  that  includes  the  cable 
industry,  foundations,  denominations,  in¬ 
dividuals  and  advertising. 

Mr.  Ochoa  said  he  expects  to  have  a 
potential  cable  connection  to  at  least  14 
million  households  when  the  network  be¬ 
gins  operation— “with  that  number  in¬ 
creasing  during  the  ensuing  months.” 

Nelson  Price,  chief  of  the  Public  Me¬ 
dia  Division  for  the  UM  communications 
agency  and  an  organizer  of  the  new  net¬ 
work,  said,  “VISN  is  a  historic  undertak¬ 
ing  that  brings  together  a  diverse  group 
of  religious  traditions  to  work  to  create 
and  sustain  a  unique  and  positive  ap¬ 
proach  to  religious  programming." 

The  idea  for  the  new  network  grew  out 
of  the  recent  PTL  scandal,  Mr.  Price  said. 

After  one  of  the  nation’s  largest  cable 
operators— Tele-Communications  Inc.— 
removed  PTL  from  its  systems,  it  began 
seeking  programming  from  mainline  de¬ 
nominations,  he  said. 

The  firm’s  requests  for  programming 
led  to  formation  of  the  National  Inter- 
faith  Cable  Coalition,  Mr.  Price  said. 

Robert  Thompson,  a  Tele-Communica¬ 
tions  vice  president,  said  the  cable  indus¬ 
try  is  “pleased  with  the  philosophy  of 
programming  and  the  professional  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  proposed  new  network.” 

“Religion-  and  values-oriented  pro¬ 
grams  are  of  great  interest  [to  cable  sub¬ 
scribers],”  he  said. 

Besides  the  UMC,  the  interfaith  coali¬ 
tion  includes  representatives  from  the 
Seventh-day  Adventist  Church,  Salvation 
Army,  Episcopal  Church,  Mennonite 
Church,  Greek  Orthodox  Church,  Luther¬ 
an  Church-Missouri  Synod,  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  (U.S.A.),  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Reformed  Church  in  America  and 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 


ed  to  end  use  of  general  promotional 
funds  for  World  Service  Special  Gifts. 

But  the  treasury  agency’s  proposal  is 
to  leave  the  category  intact.  That  way 
denominational  agencies  could  make 
pleas  for  direct  gifts  if  they  use  their 
own  funds  for  promotion. 

The  World  Service  Special  Gift  pro¬ 
gram  is  similar  to  the  denomination’s 
highly  successful  Advance  for  Christ  and 
His  Church.  The  Advance  allows  direct 
gifts  to  worldwide  UM  mission  projects. 

The  World  Service  Specials  provide  a 
means  for  contributing  directly  to  proj¬ 
ects  other  than  traditional  missions  en¬ 
terprises  funded  through  the  Advance. 
Examples  are  the  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
television  program  and  the  proposed  Af¬ 
rica  university. 

In  both  programs,  all  funds  raised 
must  be  spent  for  the  project  designated 
by  the  giver— which  means  funds  spent 
to  promote  the  special  causes  must  come 
from  sources  other  than  the  special  gifts 
themselves. 

The  World  Service  Special  Gifts  were 
approved  by  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence  as  a  “test  program”  to  attempt  to 
raise  funds  for  less  than  a  dozen  special¬ 
ly  approved  church  projects. 


Roger  L.  Burgess,  who  heads  the  UM 
communications  agency,  said  that  be¬ 
cause  the  denomination  is  a  “massive  in¬ 
stitution,”  reaching  congregations  with  a 
new  idea  takes  a  tremendous  public-rela¬ 
tions  effort. 

That  kind  of  effort  is  very  expensive, 
he  said. 

However,  he  pointed  to  increases  in 
World  Service  Special  Gift  contributions 
over  the  past  four  years  despite  what  he 
described  as  modest  promotion  expenses 
and  described  them  as  part  of  an  “en¬ 
couraging  pattern.” 

The  “Catch  The  Spirit”  television  pro¬ 
gram  has  received  the  largest  amount — 
$34,017  through  Oct.  31,  1987.  The  Africa 
university  project  has  tallied  $5,218,  all 
but  $85  in  1987. 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  head  of 
the  church’s  higher  education  agency, 
which  developed  the  plan  for  the  Africa 
university,  had  urged  retention  of  the 
category. 

“It  is  premature  to  back  away  from 
it,”  Dr.  Trotter  said,  adding  that  giving 
increases  as  more  UM  members  under¬ 
stand  the  projects. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


Emphasis  on  God’s  grace 
offered  as  4-year  theme 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DAYTON,  Ohio  — An  emphasis  on 
God’s  grace  was  proposed  last  week  as 
the  overarching  theme  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  efforts  from  1989  to  1992. 

“Celebrate  God’s  Grace:  Witness  for 
Jesus  Christ”  was  approved  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries  as  the  theme 
to  be  presented  to  the  church’s  General 
Conference  next  April. 

The  theme  reinforces  a  concept  at  the 
heart  of  the  proposed  UMC  mission 
statement  that  the  General  Conference 
is  also  to  consider. 

If  approved,  the  theme  would  replace 
“Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Eth¬ 
nic-Minority  Local  Church  for  Witness 
and  Mission"  as  the  denominational 
thrust  during  the  next  four  years. 

The  new  theme  is  said  to  emphasize  wit¬ 
nessing  for  Jesus  Christ  “to  each  person, 
to  every  congregation,  to  all  the  world,  to 
a  changing  time.” 

C.  David  Lundquist,  chief  executive  of 
the  ministry  coordinating  council,  em¬ 
phasized  that  the  proposal  is  not  another 
church  program  but  an  umbrella  to  cov¬ 
er  a  variety  of  programs  developed  by 
other  church  boards  and  agencies. 

Included  under  that  “umbrella"  would 
be  such  proposals  as  the  bishops'  “Vital 
Congregations,  Faithful  Disciples”  and 
the  world  mission  board’s  "Mission 
2000"— a  project  to  start  2,400  new 
churches,  redevelop  2,400  others  and  re¬ 
cruit  6  million  new  members  by  2000. 

“Even  a  cursory  look  at  the  United 
Methodist  Church  reveals  we  have  fallen 
short  of  hearing  and  witnessing  to  God’s 
good  news  in  our  time,”  the  coordinating 


agency’s  theme  proposal  said. 

“In  response  to  God’s  grace,  each 
United  Methodist  and  every  local  con¬ 
gregation  is  challenged  to  focus  on  per¬ 
sonal  and  corporate  discipleship 
centered  in  the  message  of  Christ.” 

The  proposal  urges  United  Methodists 
to  lead  people  to  Jesus  Christ,  prepare 
individuals  through  spiritual  growth  op¬ 
portunities,  respond  to  “spiritual,  social 
and  physical  need,"  and  live  out  God’s 
“shalom”  in  all  relationships. 

“We  call  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  confront  its  unfaithfulness  in  the  task 
of  witnessing  to  the  fullness  of  God’s 
word  for  this  generation,"  the  theme  doc¬ 
ument  said. 

In  the  theme  proposal’s  call  to  action, 
local  congregations  are  asked  to: 

•  Develop  and  implement  a  plan  for  wit¬ 
nessing  in  the  community  and  the  world. 

•  Provide  new  opportunities  for  growth 
in  knowledge,  love  and  grace  of  God. 

•  Serve  those  in  critical  human  need. 

•Identify  sins  and  evils  that  oppress 

people. 

•Study  issues  of  peace  and  justice 
from  a  Christian  perspective. 

Annual  conferences  are  asked  to  de¬ 
velop  and  emphasize  the  theme  and  as¬ 
sist  districts  and  local  congregations  in 
their  efforts. 

The  church’s  episcopal  leaders  are 
urged  to  continue  their  commitment  to 
their  “Vital  Congregations,  Faithful  Dis¬ 
ciples"  effort  and  lead  laypeople  and 
pastors  to  become  effective  witnesses. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


UMC  bishop 
experiences 
Haitian  strife 

From  News  Service  and  Staff  Reports 

A  retired  United  Methodist  bishop  was 
visiting  a  house  that  was  fired  on  in  Haiti 
Nov.  29,  the  day  at  least  34  people  were 
killed  and  75  wounded  in  a  weekend  of 
terror  ending  the  nation’s  elections. 

“I  never  have  witnessed  such  raw,  bru¬ 
tal  force  against  people,”  Bishop  Wayne 
K.  Clymer  said  on  his  return  from  Haiti. 

In  a  telephone  interview  Dec.  2  with 
United  Methodist  News  Service  from  his 
home  in  Wayzata,  Minn.,  the  bishop  said 
he  was  in  Port-Au-Prince  at  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  Rev.  D.  Alain  Rocourt,  head 
of  the  Haitian  Methodist  Church,  Nov.  29 
when  gunfire  rang  out  nearby. 

When  a  bullet  came  into  the  house, 
“We  quickly  were  on  the  floor,  you  can 
believe,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Rocourt  served  as  treasurer  of  the 
Haitian  electoral  commission,  which  or¬ 
ganized  the  balloting,  in  addition  to  his 
church  post  (see  UMR,  Nov.  6). 

That  attack  on  Mr.  Rocourt’s  home 
was  only  one  of  several  experienced  by 
the  Rocourt  family  during  the  ill-fated 
campaign,  Bishop  Clymer  said.  About  4 
a.m.  Nov.  29,  the  Rocourt  home  was  the 
target  of  both  gunfire  and  hand  gre¬ 
nades,  but  the  family  escaped  injury. 

“We  were  told  that  20  army  people 
lined  up  and  began  shooting  and  throw¬ 
ing  hand  grenades,”  Bishop  Clymer  said. 

The  Rev.  Allan  Kirton,  the  Methodist 
who  heads  the  Caribbean  Council  of 
Churches,  told  a  reporter  in  Haiti,  “We 
saw  handfuls  of  shells  and  seven  used 
hand-grenade  clips”  [outside  the  home]. 

A  few  days  earlier,  the  residence  had 
been  machine-gunned,  Mr.  Kirton  said. 
No  one  in  the  family  was  injured. 

Bishop  Clymer,  who  retired  in  1984  as 
episcopal  leader  of  United  Methodism’s 
Iowa  Area,  was  among  Christian  observ¬ 
ers  from  the  United  States,  Europe,  the 
Caribbean  and  Latin  America  assembled 
in  Haiti  to  watch  the  elections. 

The  delegation  was  led  by  officials  of 
the  Caribbean  Conference  of  Churches. 

Bishop  Clymer  said  four  of  the  observ¬ 
ers  had  planned  to  take  a  taxi  to  the  polls 
in  time  for  the  scheduled  6  a  m.  opening. 

By  5:45  a.m.  they  had  heard  of  the  de¬ 
struction  of  polling  places  and  elected 
not  to  go  on  the  streets.  News  reports 
said  at  least  34  people  were  killed  and  75 
wounded  in  the  election-day  violence. 

The  bishop  reported  “an  eerie  feeling” 
that  morning,  and  added,  “Streets  that 
normally  are  crowded  were  empty.” 

About  7:30  a.m.  Bishop  Clymer  and 
three  other  observers  took  a  taxi  to  the 
Rocourt  home.  They  were  talking  with 
the  family  when  the  gunfire  was  re¬ 
newed. 

“The  big  thing  was  not  that  we  met 
with  gunfire,”  Bishop  Clymer  said,  “but 
that  we  were  able  to  be  a  pastoral  pres¬ 
ence  with  the  Rocourt  family.” 

He  said  the  observers’  presence  in  Hai¬ 
ti  “was  a  source  of  great  strength”  to 
Christian  leaders  there. 

News  reports  carried  in  the  United 
States  after  cancellation  of  the  elections 
said  the  “army-dominated  provisional 
government”  had  “refused  to  provide  the 
election  with  protection  or  administra¬ 
tive  and  logistical  support  in  the  face  of 
a  withering  terror  campaign.” 

The  army  clearly  was  in  alliance  with 
the  paramilitary  squads  of  the  deposed 
dictator,  Jean-Claude  Duvalier,  Bishop 
Clymer  said.  “Both  stood  to  lose  in  dem¬ 
ocratic  elections,”  he  said. 

Many  people  in  Haiti  “are  enraged”  at 
the  happenings,  “but  are  not  organized,” 
the  bishop  said. 

However,  he  continued,  a  “growing 
solidarity”  is  present,  and  “they  will  find 
ways— they’ve  been  denied  for  30  years.” 

At  the  same  time,  Bishop  Clymer  con¬ 
cluded.  "It’s  not  a  happy  prospect.  I  see 
no  immediate  conclusion.” 

Lt.  Gen.  Henri  Namphy,  head  of  the 
military-led  junta,  has  said  he  wants  the 
elections  rescheduled  in  time  to  turn 
power  over  to  a  freely  elected  president 
and  national  government  by  Feb.  7. 

But  Bishop  Clymer  said  he  believes 
such  a  timetable  is  impossible. 

Staff  members  Glenn  Larum  and  Den¬ 
ise  Stovall  contributed  to  this  report. 
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UMs  create  ministries 
to  aid  hostage  families 
during  prison  sieges 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

United  Methodists  in  Louisiana  and 
Georgia  created  special  ministries  of 
caring  during  the  recent  riots  by  Cuban 
detainees. 

At  least  two  United  Methodists  were 
held  hostage  at  the  Federal  Detention  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Oakdale,  La.,  and  at  least  one  was 
held  at  the  Atlanta  Federal  Penitentiary. 

The  prison  outbreaks  followed  a  Nov.  20 
U  S.  government  announcement  that  2,500 
Cubans  would  be  returned  to  their  home¬ 
land.  Most  had  spent  time  in  Cuban  pris¬ 
ons  or  mental  hospitals  before  they  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1980. 

At  least  1,000  Cuban  inmates  took  over 
the  Oakdale  center  Nov.  21.  About  1,200 
burned  the  Atlanta  penitentiary  Nov.  23. 

Twenty-eight  hostages  were  held  in 
Oakdale  from  Nov.  21  to  29.  As  many  as 

1  st  hostage  freed 
at  Oakdale  jail 
belongs  to  UMC 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

George  Dubaskas,  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Oakdale,  La., 
was  the  first  of  28  hostages  freed  by  Cuban 
detainees  at  the  Oakdale  Detention  Center 
last  month  (see  related  story  on  this  page). 

He  was  held  for  12  hours  Nov.  21,  the 
fday  Oakdale  prisoners  seized  the  federal 
facility. 

Mr.  Dubaskas,  57,  is  a  drug  and  alcohol 
counselor  at  the  prison’s  Vernon  Center, 
one  of  four  units  inside  the  42-acre  com¬ 
pound. 

“The  ordeal  has  really  been  hard  on 
the  Dubaskas  family,”  said  the  Rev. 
Raymond  M.  Crofoot,  pastor.  “They 
were  really  hurt  by  the  whole  thing,  and 
we  are  just  trying  to  minister  to  them  in 
any  way  we  can.” 

The  “Houston  Post”  quoted  a  friend  as 
saying  the  Cuban  inmates  “placed  a  rope 
around  Mr.  Dubaskas’  neck,  threatened 
to  hang  him  and  beat  him  up.  ” 

Afterward,  the  captors  reportedly 
were  afraid  he  would  have  a  heart  at¬ 
tack,  so  they  let  him  go. 

His  wife,  Louise,  said  he  was  not 
scheduled  to  work  Nov.  21  but  was  called 
to  work  because  of  an  emergency. 

“He  told  her  just  before  he  left  that 
something  was  going  to  happen,  and  he 
didn’t  know  when  he  would  be  back,  ” 
said  Mr.  Crofoot. 

Hours  later,  1,000  Cubans  began  burning 
the  prison  and  destroyed  four  buildings. 

Thirteen  employees  and  10  inmates  were 
injured.  In  all.  28  hostages  were  taken. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


“SHARE  YOUR 
CHRISTIAN  LOVE” 


SUMATHI  is  a  serious  child. 
Life  has  been  a  daily  struggle  for 
her  since  her  mother  passed  away 
when  Sumathi  was  only  one  year 
old.  Sumathi  and  her  older  broth¬ 
er,  Sanjay,  have  been  accepted  at 
a  Christian  orphanage  in  Hyder¬ 
abad,  India.  Both  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  need  our  help. 

You  could  sponsor  Sumathi  or 
another  child  like  her  for  only  $13 
a  month.  This  amount  provides 
the  child  with  food  for  body  and 
spirit  plus  other  essentials. 

You  will  receive  the  child's 
name,  address  and  case  history. 
Our  sponsors  enjoy  writing  letters 
to  the  children  and  they  receive 
replies. 

WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  is 

a  Christian  organization,  founded 
in  1965.  It  is  U.S.  government  ap¬ 
proved  so  all  donations  are  tax 
deductible. 

During  this  special  season  of 
sharing  our  blessings  with  others, 
we  hope  you  will  want  to  share 
your  love  with  a  deserving  child. 

Please  write: 


with  to  sponsor  o  child  whsrs  th« 

n««d  it  grootMt _ 

Enclosed  is  poyment  for  first  month 


Nome  _ 
Street _ 


World's  Children,  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Haven,  FL  33880 


94  people  were  held  in  Atlanta  from  Nov. 
23  to  Dec.  4. 

Louisiana  UM  takes  charge 

The  Rev.  James  R.  Stovall,  a  United 
Methodist  and  executive  director  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  coor¬ 
dinated  the  ecumenical  ministry  to  the 
families  of  hostages  at  Oakdale. 

Mr.  Stovall  said  he  spent  most  of  each 
day  with  hostages’  families  “trying  to 
help  them  make  the  best  of  it.” 
make  the  best  of  it,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Stovall  said  he  would  pray  with 
families,  especially  with  those  who  were 
withdrawn  and  needed  a  clergyman  to 
listen  to  their  concerns. 

Another  United  Methodist,  the  Rev. 
Charles  Tyson,  regional  chaplaincy  ad¬ 
ministrator  for  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Prisons,  worked  with  ministers  in  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference. 

"Our  concern  was  to  minister  to  the 
people  standing  guard  around  the  perim¬ 
eter,”  he  said.  “We  went  out  many  times 
during  the  day  and  talked  to  these  per¬ 
sons  to  see  if  they  were  holding  up  OK. 

“These  people  included  the  FBI,  immi¬ 
gration  staff,  federal  marshals  and  other 
government  officials.” 

Local  churches  provided  food  for  hos¬ 
tages’  families,  sometimes  feeding  as  many 
as  300  people  a  day,  Mr.  Tyson  noted. 

“And  many  of  the  church  people  even 
spent  the  night  here,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Stovall  and  Mr.  Tyson  helped  con¬ 
duct  an  interfaith  Thanksgiving  service 
Nov.  25  at  Sacred  Heart  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Oakdale. 

About  200  people  reportedly  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  service.  Eight  ministers 
took  part.  They  represented  Baptist, 
Church  of  God  in  Christ,  African  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Assemblies  of  God  as  well  as  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations. 

Worshipers  not  only  prayed  for  the 
hostages  and  the  negotiators  but  also  for 
the  Cuban  prisoners  and  their  families, 
Mr.  Stovall  said. 

The  Rev.  Homer  V.  Bailes,  pastor  of 
Roanoke  United  Methodist  in  Roanoke, 
La.,  and  of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church,  Crowley,  La.,  led  the  singing  for 
the  worship  service. 

One  member  of  his  churches,  Roynell 
Troutmen,  played  the  piano  for  the  ser- 


DECEMBER  11,  1987 


Crisis  shows 


savs 

Ff  Special 
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A I  LAN  1 A  *  nends,  families  and  religious  leaders  of  the  Cuban  community  take  part  in  a  candlelight  prayer 
vjgil  across  from  the  Atlanta  U.S.  Penitentiary  Nov.  24.  Cuban  detainees  inside  took  over  the  prison  Nov.  23  and  ini¬ 
tially  held  more  than  90  hostages.  The  uprising,  which  ended  Dec.  4,  followed  an  announcement  by  the  U  S  State 
Department  that  the  Cuban  government  had  agreed  to  take  back  some  2,500  Cubans.  They  had  been  detained  as  ex¬ 
cludable  aliens  because  they  had  been  in  Cuban  prisons  or  mental  hospitals  before  coming  to  the  United  States  dur¬ 
ing  the  Mariel  boatlift  in  1980.  Family  and  friends  said  they  were  praying  for  a  peaceful  resolution  to  the 
confrontation. 


vice.  Her  son,  Rudy,  was  a  hostage  at  the 
Oakdale  center. 

“Despite  her  pain,  she  found  the  strength 
and  courage  to  play  the  piano  during  the 
worship  service,”  said  Mr.  Stovall. 

The  minister  called  the  incident  in 
Oakdale  “one  of  those  tragedies  that 
should  not  have  happened. 

“But  the  families  of  the  hostages  knew 
the  presence  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  felt  the  presence  of  God  with 
them  to  help  them  find  strength  and 
courage,  ”  said  Mr.  Stovall. 

Atlanta  UM  clergy  give  support 

At  the  federal  penitentiary  in  Atlanta, 
the  Rev.  Lee  Jones  and  his  wife,  Wilma, 
waited  for  the  release  of  their  son,  Rob¬ 
ert.  He  was  one  of  the  89  prison  employ¬ 
ees  held  for  11  days. 

Robert  has  been  a  supervisor  for  10 


years  in  a  factory  operated  by  the  Atlan¬ 
ta  prison.  He  is  a  member  of  Ben  Hill 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta  and 
sings  in  the  male  chorus. 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  chaplain  at  the  Veterans 
Administration  hospital  in  Dublin,  Ga., 
and  is  a  member  of  the  South  Georgia 
Annual  Conference. 

He  said  the  expressions  of  concern 
from  North  and  South  Georgia  United 
Methodists,  especially  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Black  Ministerial  Fellowship, 
helped  his  family  through  the  crisis. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  pastor  of 
Cascade  United  Methodist  Church,  Atlan¬ 
ta,  and  president  of  the  Southern  Chris¬ 
tian  Leadership  Conference,  said  several 
church  ministries  were  going  on  during 
the  prison  crisis. 

Atlanta  ministers  conducted  prayer 
vigils  outside  the  prison  each  evening, 


Dr.  Lowery  said.  About  150  people  took 
part  in  a  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference  candlelight  march  Dec.  3,  the 
final  night  the  hostages  were  held. 

No  UM  ministers  were  directly  involved 
in  the  negotiations  with  the  Cuba  prisoners, 
he  said,  because  the  detainees  did  not  iden¬ 
tify  a  specific  clergyman  they  could  trust. 

However,  the  Cubans  did  ask  Dr.  Low¬ 
ery  to  witness  the  signing  of  the  Dec.  4 
agreement  that  ended  the  11 -day  siege. 

Dr.  Lowery  said  he  invited  U.S.  Attor¬ 
ney  General  Edwin  Meese  III  to  come  to 
Atlanta  and  personally  assure  prisoners 
that  they  would  not  be  sent  back  to  Cuba. 
But  he  said  Mr.  Meese  did  not  respond. 

“We  are  not  only  concerned  about  the 
welfare  of  the  hostages,  but  SCLC  has  is¬ 
sued  a  statement  that  the  human  rights 
of  the  detainees  should  be  respected,” 
Dr.  Lowery  said. 


clergy  need, 
official 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Recent  standoffs  at  federal  prisons  in 
Oakdale,  La.,  and  Atlanta  should  aleFt 
the  1988  United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  that  trained  people  are  desper¬ 
ately  needed  in  prison  ministries. 

The  Rev.  Charles  E.  Tyson,  chaplaincy 
administrator  for  the  Federal  Bureau  qf 
Prisons  South  Central  Region,  offered 
that  warning  last  week. 

Mr.  Tyson,  a  United  Methodist,  said 
that  for  several  years  he  has  tried  to  find 
qualified  United  Methodists  to  work  in 
prison  ministries. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church,  along 
with  the  other  major  denominations,  has 
been  dragging  its  feet  in  providing 
trained  clergy  to  work  in  prison  minis¬ 
tries,”  said  Mr.  Tyson. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministries’  Division  of  Chaplains 
and  Related  Ministries  lists  41  United 
Methodist  ministers  officially  serving  in 
prison  ministries. 

A  number  of  other  people  serving  un¬ 
der  appointment  full-time  or  part-time 
have  not  gone  through  the  chaplaincy  en¬ 
dorsement  process,  said  the  Rev.  Patri¬ 
cia  Barrett,  a  division  staff  member. 

Mr.  Tyson  said,  “Normally,  the  charis¬ 
matic  churches  beg  us  to  let  their  people 
render  services  to  the  inmates.  But 
sometimes  I  can’t  endorse  these  activi¬ 
ties  because  these  Christians  come  in 
saying  they  want  to  ‘heal  the  souls  of  the 
heathens.’ 

“Sometimes  that  does  more  harm  thah 
good.” 

Mr.  Tyson  said  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  receiving  recommenda¬ 
tions  on  ministries  to  prisoners  from  a 
committee  established  by  the  1984  legis¬ 
lative  session. 

The  committee  report  is  to  ask  churches 
to  help  prisoners  by  providing  one-on-one 
visitation,  tutoring,  and  classes. 

Churches  could  create  visitor  centers, 
hospitality  houses,  worship  services  and 
Bible  study  for  prisoners  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies,  the  report  says. 

In  addition,  congregations  could  help 
fill  the  need  for  pre-  and  post-release  ac¬ 
tivities,  such  as  employment  training 
and  support  groups. 

The  recommendations  call  for  each 
annual  conference  council  on  ministries 
to  establish  a  prison  ministry  committee 
and  for  bishops  and  conference  leaders 
to  visit  at  least  one  prison  each  year. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Commentator:  God ,  politics  show  eyes  high  stakes 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

Commentator  Bill  Moyers  said  he 
thinks  some  high  stakes  for  all  Ameri¬ 
cans  are  examined  in  his  three-part  se¬ 
ries,  “God  and  Politics,”  which  began 
weekly  airings  Dec.  9  on  public  televi¬ 
sion  (see  UMR,  Dec.  4). 

He  explained  the  series  last  week  via  a 
promotional  long-distance  conference 
call  with  secular  and  religion  journalists 
across  the  country. 

“At  stake  in  what  we  found  is  the  defi¬ 
nition  of  religion  and  the  definition  of 
what  it  means  to  be  an  American,”  Mr. 
Moyers  explained.  “The  stakes  are  large 
for  us  all.” 


United  Methodists  were  of  the  essence 
in  the  first  of  the  Moyers  specials,  enti¬ 
tled  “The  Kingdom  Divided.”  It  was  tele¬ 
cast  Dec.  9  on  most  Public  Broadcasting 
System  stations. 

Specifically  shown  were  four  United 
Methodist  missionaries  in  Nicaragua;  the 
Rev.  Finley  Schaef,  a  minister  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  N.Y.,  who  praised  what  those  four 
were  doing  in  support  of  Nicaragua’s  San- 
dinista  government  and  who  welcomed 
Nicaraguan  President  Daniel  Ortega  into 
his  pulpit  last  year;  and  the  Rev.  Paul 
Morrell,  of  Carrollton,  Texas,  and  the 
Rev.  Ed  Robb  of  Marshall,  Texas,  two 
leaders  of  the  unofficial  Good  News 
movement,  which  Mr.  Moyers  says  “con- 


SMU  Board  of  Trustees  meeting 
has  full  participation  by  bishops 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— All  three  United  Methodist 
bishops  on  Southern  Methodist  University’s 
reorganized  41 -member  Board  of  Trustees 
attended  the  board’s  Dec.  4  meeting. 

Lack  of  participation  by  the  bishops  and 
their  exclusion  from  the  school’s  “inner  cir¬ 
cle”  had  been  cited  last  spring  among  gov¬ 
ernance  problems  at  the  school. 

Trustees  Dec.  4  heard  a  15-minute  re¬ 
port  by  Texas  Assistant  Attorney  Gener¬ 
al  John  Vasquez.  He  is  in  charge  of  an 
investigation  led  by  Attorney  General 
Jim  Mattox  into  possible  improper  pay¬ 
ments  to  former  officials  of  SMU’s  ath¬ 
letic  program. 

Mr.  Vasquez  told  SMU  trustees  his  of¬ 
fice  has  discovered  possible  theft  or  mis¬ 
appropriation  of  at  least  $10,000  in  SMU 
athletic  department  funds.  He  said  the 
investigation  focuses  on  one  former  em¬ 
ployee  of  the  athletic  department  whom 
he  did  not  name. 

By  court  order,  Mr.  Mattox  gained 
limited  access  to  files  accumulated  by  a 


committee  of  United  Methodist  bishops 
who  investigated  the  SMU  football  scan¬ 
dal  last  spring  at  the  request  of  the 
school’s  Board  of  Governors. 

Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  (Missouri  Area), 
a  member  of  the  bishops'  investigating 
committee  and  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
told  the  Reporter  he  was  not  surprised  that 
the  attorney  general’s  office  apparently 
had  come  up  with  "nothing  new." 

“I  feel  good  about  SMU,”  the  bishop 
added.  “This  time  a  year  ago  we  were 
waiting  for  the  other  shoe  to  drop.  But 
now  I  sense  good  morale  among  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  faculty. 

"I  had  three  other  meetings  I  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  go  to  today,  but  I  came  here  be¬ 
cause  I  think  it’s  important  that  the 
church  be  represented  at  SMU.” 

Other  bishops  on  the  Board  of  Trustees 
and  who  attended  the  Dec.  4  meeting 
were  Bishop  John  Russell  (Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Area)  and  Bishop  John  Wesley 
Hardt  (Oklahoma  Area). 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


siders  the  missionaries’  work  little  more 
than  a  front  for  a  Marxist  government.” 

Southern  Baptists  and  their  institution¬ 
al  rupture  are  featured  in  the  second 
documentary,  “The  Battle  for  the  Bible,” 
scheduled  for  Dec.  16  telecast. 

The  Christian  Reconstruction  move¬ 
ment,  which  Mr.  Moyers  describes  as 
"essentially  anti-democratic”  and  made 
up  of  people  "convinced  that  the  demo¬ 
cratic  experiment  has  failed,”  is  fea¬ 
tured  in  the  third  program.  It  is  entitled 
“On  Earth  As  It  Is  in  Heaven”  and  sched¬ 
uled  for  Dec.  23  telecast. 

Mr.  Moyers  made  no  long-range  pre¬ 
dictions  about  how  UMs  might  resolve 
their  “kingdom  divided”  dispute  over  the 
work  of  missionaries  in  Nicaragua. 

He  did,  though,  speculate  that  one  side 
or  the  other  in  the  Southern  Baptist  dis¬ 
pute  “will  have  to  yield  to  convictions  if 
they  are  serious,  and  they  are  serious.” 

The  most  schismatic  of  all,  though,  he 
indicated,  is  the  Christian  Reconstruc¬ 
tion  movement  with  its  militant  and  dog¬ 
matic  thought. 

Mr.  Moyers  described  the  Christian 
Reconstructionists  as  “on  the  fringes 
theologically  but  politically  in  the  cen¬ 
ter.’  He  said  the  movement  is  starting 


local  churches  and  is  already  more  im¬ 
portant  than  the  "Religious  New  Right” 
of  the  early  1980s. 

Mr.  Moyers,  reared  a  Southern  Baptist, 
a  product  of  Southern  Baptist  seminary 
training  and  described  as  still  a  Southern 
Baptist,  evidenced  particular  concern  for 
the  fight  within  that  faith  group. 

Most  troubling,  he  indicated,  is  the  at¬ 
tempt  by  Southern  Baptist  conservatives 
to  reverse  the  historic  Baptist  stand  on 
separation  of  church  and  state. 

He  said,  though,  that  opposition  to  the 
traditional  American  view  of  separation 
of  church  and  state  “is  one  underlying 
theme  of  all  three  programs.” 

Mr.  Moyers  twice  drew  parallels  dur¬ 
ing  the  telephone  interview  between 
Christian  fundamentalism  in  this  coun¬ 
try  and  Moslem  fundamentalism  in  Iran. 

"There  are  as  many  pieces  in  the 
many-splintered  character  of  American 
Christianity  as  there  are  among  the  Shi¬ 
ites  in  Iran,”  he  observed. 

Later,  explaining  the  apparent  broad 
appeal  of  religious  fundamentalism 
wherever  it  arises,  Mr.  Moyers  said,  “It 
fills  a  moral  vacuum  with  biblical  truths 
and  laws.  Fear  lays  its  hold  on  converts 
whether  in  Iran  or  the  U.S." 


Mr.  Moyers  called  religion  "the  deter¬ 
minant  force  in  the  lives  of  most  people, 
even  if  they  don’t  know  it.”  He  said,  ‘.‘It 
gives  ultimate  meaning"  to  life.  . . .  Ahd 
now  some  of  the  issues  that  we  know  af¬ 
fect  us  all  are  getting  prime  time.” 

Summing  up,  Mr.  Moyers  said  there 
are  “elements  in  all  of  religion  that 
would  substitute  government  for  religion 
and  allow  government  to  become  the 
master  and  the  object  of  an  idolatry  of 
the  state.” 

But  there’s  something  irreconcilable, 
he  said,  about  the  view  that  "God  can  be 
coerced  into  something  political.” 


The  Search 
W  Is  On. 


iHH  tor  caring,  dedicated  couples  to 
be  assistant  managers  and  managers  in  luxury 
retirement  residences  nationwide. 

We  provide  hands-on  training,  nice  apart¬ 
ment,  utilities,  meals,  insurance,  and  competi¬ 
tive  salary. 

If  you  enjoy  older  people,  are  positive,  hard¬ 
working,  professional,  and  have  management 
skills,  send  resume  to  Steve  Bates  c/o  Holiday 
Retirement  Corp.,  P.O.  Box  14111,  Salem,  OR 
97309. 


the  church  today 


Large-screen  projection 
planned  for  conference 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS)— State  of  the  art 
projection  equipment  is  to  be  used  dur¬ 
ing  the  1988  session  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  top  legislative  assembly 
in  St.  Louis  to  help  delegates  and  visitors 
keep  up  with  proceedings. 

Two  screens,  each  measuring  about 
750  square  feet,  are  to  be  placed  at  the 
front  of  the  plenary  hall  in  the  Cervantes' 
Convention  Center 

Speakers’  images  are  to  be  projected 
onto  them  while  a  line  of  type  moving 
across  the  bottom  of  the  screen  gives 
page  numbers  from  the  conference’s 
“Daily  Christian  Advocate”  (official 
journal)  of  items  being  considered. 

University  offers  scholarships 
to  United  Methodist  students 

EVANSVILLE,  Ind.-The  University 
of  Evansville,  a  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  school,  is  accepting  nominations  from 


pastors  for  the  university’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Scholarship  program. 

The  $10,000  scholarships  are  to  award¬ 
ed  to  students  beginning  college  in  the 
1988-89  school  year. 

Recipients  are  evaluated  on  church 
activities  and  regular  admission  require¬ 
ments  of  the  university.  Any  UM  minis¬ 
ter  can  get  information  about 
nominating  a  student  by  writing  the  ad¬ 
mission  office  at  1800  Lincoln  Ave.,  Ev¬ 
ansville,  Ind.  47722,  or  calling  toll  free 
(800) 444-2237. 

Staff  member  named 
for  campus  ministry 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  Rev.  Rich¬ 
ard  Ross  Hicks  of  Baltimore  joined  the 
campus  ministry  staff  of  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
Dec.  1. 

Mr.  Hicks  was  director  of  the  Morgan 
Christian  Center  at  Morgan  State  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Baltimore. 


CLASSIFIED 


DUBUQUE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  invites 

applications  (or  a  tenure  track  faculty  position  in 
Christian  Formation  and  Faith  Education  to  begin 
September  1988  Responsibilities  include  teaching 
courses  regarding  the  educational  and  community 
building  dimensions  of  the  parish,  including  the 
cognitive  and  the  affective,  and  the  Christian  de¬ 
velopment  both  of  individuals  and  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  Candidates  should  have  an  earned  doctorate 
or  extensive  equivalent  experience,  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  dynamics  of  Christian  community  for¬ 
mation  and  knowledge  of  denominational 
educational  programs.  Students  will  be  primarly 
Presbyterian  and  United  Methodist.  Salary  and 
rank  are  dependent  on  qualifications  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Women  and  ethnic  persons  are  encouraged  to 
apply.  Send  curriculum  vitae  and  dossier  by  Feb¬ 
ruary  15  to:  Dean  Arlo  D.  Duba.  University  of  Du¬ 
buque  Theological  Seminary,  2000  University 
Avenue.  Dubuque.  IA  52001.  EOE/AA 


CAMP  DIRECTOR/MANAGER— Whispering  Pines 
Camp,  Frederic,  WI.  Year  round  position,  northwest 
WI  For  application:  Ben  Koch.  OCEC,  Box  220,  Sun 
Prairie.  Wl  53590  Deadline:  January  11. 


SINGLE  FEMALE  AND  HUSBAND/WIFE  child 
care  workers  without  dependents  needed  to  pro¬ 
vide  supervision,  nurturing  to  girls.  Provide  posi¬ 
tive  role  model  and  communicate  well  with 
children  and  staff  Work  8  days.  4  days  off.  Salary 
from  SI  1.500  annually  per  individual  plus  benefits 
which  include  4  weeks  vacation.  Methodist  Home, 
Waco,  TX  (817)753-0181 


EMORY  UNIVERSITY-Candler  School  of  Theology. 
Faculty  position  in  Homiletics,  beginning  September 
1,  1988.  Tenure-track,  rank  open.  Qualifications  re¬ 
quired:  M.Div..  parish  experience,  competence  in 
preaching  in  the  context  of  worship,  post-M.Div. 
training  in  preaching  and  worship.  Preferred:  ad¬ 
vanced  degree  beyond  the  M.Div.  Application  dead¬ 
line:  February  1.  1988.  Contact:  Professor  Luther 
Smith.  Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  Universi¬ 
ty.  Atlanta,  GA  30322.  Emory  University  is  an  equal 
opportunity,  affirmative  action  employer. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/PROGRAM  Director 
sought  for  rapidly  growing  1.000-member  church 
in  Jacksonville  Beach,  Florida.  Send  resume  to 
Robert  E  May.  325  -  7th  Avenue  North. 
Jacksonville  Beach.  FL  32250. 


BUSINESS  MANAGER,  SUBURBAN  CHURCH. 
South  Hills.  Pittsburgh.  PA.  Position  may  be  full 
or  part-time.  Computer  familiarity,  building  and 
personnel  management,  and  accounting  skills  re¬ 
quired.  Interested  persons  are  invited  to  submit 
their  resume  c/o  Elaine  Black,  5001  Baptist  Road, 
Pittsburgh.  PA  15236.  


ORGANIST.  Los  Altos  United  Methodist  Church,  655 
Magdalena  Avenue.  Los  Altos,  CA  94022.  Three  Sun¬ 
day  morning  services /weekly  choral  rehearsal,  cho¬ 
ral  concerts  solo  recitals;  weddings/memorial 
services  (approximately  125/year).  39-rank,  3-man¬ 
ual  pipe  organ.  Letter,  resume,  three  professional 
references  Call  ~  “  ~  ' 


II  Dirk  Damonte  (415)  948-1083. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  position 

available  at  2,400-member  First  UMC.  Odessa,  TX. 
Program  includes  choirs  for  all  ages,  vocal  ensem¬ 
bles.  handbells,  church  orchestra.  Experience  pre¬ 
ferred,  salary  negotiable.  Resumes  to:  Rev. 
Charles  N.  Crutchfield.  First  UMC.  415  N.  Lee. 
Odessa.  TX  79761. 


IMMEDIATE  OPENING  Teaching  houseparents 
needed  part-time  in  teenage  child  care  program. 
Prefer  couple  with  experience  with  youth— one  with 
teaching  certificate,  one  with  secretarial  skills.  Con¬ 
tact  Executive  Director,  Henderson  Settlement,  P.O. 
Box  205,  Frakes,  KY  40940  (606)  337-3613. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  sought  to  lead 
an  active  Youth  Program  for  1,300-member  FUMC 
in  Winter  Park,  FL.  Creative  Christian  individual 
with  at  least  3  years  experience  in  youth  work  within 
the  UMC.  Salary  commensurate  with  education  and 
experience.  Send  resume  to  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  819, 
Winter  Park,  FL  32790,  Attn:  Carl  Anderson. 


POSITION:  DCE  for  1,000  +  church  with  broad 
program  Major  metro  area.  Salary  negotiable. 
Resumes  by  January  6  to:  Main  St.  UMC,  306  S. 
Main,  Kernersville,  NC  27284. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  children's  ministries 
for  1,700-member  church,  beginning  March  1.  Sala¬ 
ry  commensurate  with  training  and  experience. 
Send  resume  to  Dr.  Ken  Heflin,  134  N.  Kenwood, 
Glendale.  CA  91206. 


SENIOR  CITIZEN  RETIREMENT  FACILITY, 
Tampa,  Fla.  Wanted  experienced  person  to  devel¬ 
op  social  services,  resident  programs.  Social  ser¬ 
vices  training  and  geriatrics  experience  needed. 
Apply:  First  UMC.  1001  N.  Fla.  Ave.,  Tampa,  FL 
33602  (813)  229-6511 


ORGANIST  NEEDED.  Hopewell  United  Methodist 
Church— Downingtown,  PA  19335— with  member¬ 
ship  of  900  is  in  need  of  an  organist.  Job  requires 
Thursday  evening  rehearsals— 7  to  9— two  ser¬ 
vices  on  Sunday.  Exciting  music  program  with  5 
choirs.  Send  resume  to  Mary  Ladd,  Box  345,  Lyn- 
dell,  PA  19354. 


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  WANTED  FULL-TIME 
for  growing  700-member  church  in  suburb  of  Chat¬ 
tanooga.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact:  the  Rev.  Gil 
Smith,  Burk  s  United  Methodist  Church,  6433  Hix¬ 
son  Pike.  Hixson,  TN  37343. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  Community  Center 
Degree  in  social  services  or  business  management. 
Development/administration  of  program  activi¬ 
ties:  construction  of  new  facility:  supervision  of 
property  maintenance/personnel;  financial  man¬ 
agement:  fund  raising.  Experience  in  writing 
grants,  proposals,  prepare  budgets.  Resumes  by 
January  1.  1988  to:  Houchen  Community  Center, 
1109  E  Fifth  Avenue,  El  Paso.  TX  79901. 


SKI  NEW  MEXICO:  Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Angel 
Fire  Beautiful  Christian  home  specializes  in 
church  groups.  Boys  and  girls  dorms.  Sponsors 
rooms.  4  '/j  baths,  2  fireplaces.  Call  for  information 
and  brochures:  (505)  377-6380  or  (505)  377-3122. 


APPLICATIONS  INVITED  Tenured  faculty  posi¬ 
tion.  History  of  Religions  with  emphasis  Asian  reli¬ 
gions,  women;  requires  Ph.D.,  potential  as  teacher, 
scholar,  affirmative  action,  Title  IX,  EOE;  contact 
Search  Secretary,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
Dallas,  Texas  75275  by  January  30, 1988. 


ALDERSGATE  250th  ANNIVERSARY.  London  plus 
South  Wales  and  Cornwall  (May  14-26,  1988)  13  days 
complete  $1,858.  Ireland  add-on  option  Some  space 
available.  Free  brochure.  Dr  Cecil  Pottieger,  241  E 
Third  St.,  Media.  PA  19063  (215)  566-5987  (-3172). 


ALASKA  CRUISE.  Save  $400,  14  days,  low  group 
fares  beginning  at  $1,936  (double).  July  3,  1988.  Write 
or  call  Dr.  Hugh  Lake,  Trinity  UMC.  3200  Manatee 
Ave.  W„  Bradenton,  FL  34205,  (813)  747-3704 


JUST  IN  TIME  FOR  CHRISTMAS-Beautiful  pad¬ 
ded  gold-covered  "Best  of  the  Bible,"  an  anthology 
of  treasured  Scriptures  from  the  King  James  Ver¬ 
sion.  9x12,  376  pages,  $13.95  postpaid.  Box  1,  Lov- 
ington.  NM  88260. 


NEW  BOOK  FOR  PARENTS:  "Growing  wtih  To¬ 
day's  Children"  by  James  Jacobson,  foreword  by 
Dr.  Howard  Clinebell.  Send  $8.00  to:  Family  Edu¬ 
cation  Enterprises,  2320  E.  Lincoln  Dr,  Phoenix. 
AZ  85016,  Ph.  (602)  955-8554. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Red  Bird  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter.  Rural  eastern  Kentucky  Family  practice  phy¬ 
sician  with  strong  diagnostic  interest.  BE  or  BC. 
Call.  (606)  598-5135,  G.B.  Kinney.  HC  69  Box  700, 
Beverly,  KY  40913. 


DEEPENING  THE  ROOTS  OF  NONVIOLENCE. 
Day-long  workshops  for  your  community/congrega¬ 
tion.  For  information,  send  SASE  to  Richard  Deals, 
Fellowship  of  Reconciliation.  Nyack,  NY  10960 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  -  Myrtle 

Beach,  SC.  is  accepting  applications  for  full-time 
Director  of  Christian  Education.  Work  experience 
and  degree  in  Christian  Education  are  preferred. 
Salary  negotiable.  Please  send  resume  with  refer¬ 
ences  to:  Reverend  Robert  J.  Howell.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  901  North  Kings  Highway,  Myr¬ 
tle  Beach.  SC  29577. 


THE  POSITION  OF  ORGANIST  is  now  open  ai 
First  UMC  Hurst,  TX.  Unlimited  opportunities  are 
available  with  a  large  music  program  at  a  grow¬ 
ing  church.  There  are  plans  for  a  pipe  organ  in  our 
new  sanctuary!  Send  resumes  to:  First  UMC  Hurst, 
530  Elm,  Hurst,  TX  76053  Attn:  Charles  Gee 


FOR  SALE:  1962  GMC  40  passenger  bus.  Model 
4106  Over  The  Road  Coach.  A/C,  manual  transmis¬ 
sion.  baggage  compartments,  good  mechanical 
condition.  For  information  contact:  Mike  Sojourn¬ 
er,  (713)342-4852,  St.  John's  United  Methodist 
Church.  PO  Box  1008,  Richmond.  TX  77469. 


CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  sought  for  2,900- 

member  church.  Job  description  available  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  letter  of  inquiry  and  resume  to. 
Rev.  John  S.  Gatewood,  Jr.,  St.  Paul  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  1199  Highland  Avenue,  Largo,  FL 
34640,  no  later  than  December  31, 1987. 
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TV  preachers  make  news  in  ’  8  7 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  The  following  sto¬ 
ry  is  the  first  in  a  series  reviewing 
the  major  religion  stories  of  1987. 

By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

When  reporters  spoke  of  a  “holy  war" 
in  1987.  they  weren’t  talking  about 
Northern  Ireland  or  the  Middle  East. 

Instead,  the  term  described  a  battle 
among  television  evangelists.  That 
battle  led  to  the  downfall  of  a  major 
Pentecostal  ministry  and  raised  ques¬ 
tions  of  accountability  that  have  led 
to  congressional  investigation  and 
endless  legal  disputes. 

United  Methodist  Evangelist  Oral 
Roberts  opened  the  year  by  saying  God 
had  warned  him  he  might  die  if  he 
could  not  raise  $8  million  for  scholar¬ 
ships  at  his  university  in  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Before  the  March  31  deadline  ar¬ 
rived,  he  announced  that  a  donation 
by  a  Florida  dog  track  owner  had  put 
him  over  the  top. 

Just  when  critics  began  to  question 
Mr.  Roberts’  controversial  method  of 
fund  raising,  an  even  bigger  develop¬ 
ment  came  along.  In  mid-March  the 
Rev.  Jim  Bakker  announced  that  he 
was  turning  over  his  PTL  television 
network  to  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell. 

Mr.  Bakker  said  he  was  being  black¬ 
mailed  over  a  1980  sexual  encounter. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  Mr.  Bakker 
was  no  longer  a  “Rev.,”  and  Mr.  Fal¬ 
well  was  no  longer  the  head  of  PTL. 

Between  those  developments  were 
months  of  increasing  revelations  about 
the  financial  misconduct  that  plunged 
PTL  into  bankruptcy  and  charges— 
that  variously  portrayed  Mr.  Falwell 
as  either  the  hero  or  the  villain— of  a 
"hostile  takeover"  of  the  ministry. 

Clergy  credentials  taken 

Mr.  Bakker’s  failure  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  church  committees  to  respond  to 
charges  of  sexual  and  financial  im¬ 
propriety  led  to  his  defrocking  by  the 
Assemblies  of  God. 

The  denomination  also  removed  the 
clergy  credentials  of  Mr.  Bakker’s 
second-in-command  at  PTL,  Richard 
Dortch.  He  was  charged  with  alleged¬ 
ly  taking  part  in  a  cover-up  of  the  in¬ 
cident  involving  Jessica  Hahn,  a  Long 
Island  church  secretary. 

Ms.  Hahn  became  a  celebrity  in  her 
own  right  with  an  interview  and  a 
seminude  “pictorial"  in  “Playboy" 
magazine.  That  was  followed  by  a 
round  of  TV  talk  show  appearances. 

Nonplussed,  Mr.  Bakker  and  his 
wife,  Tammy  Faye,  soon  charged  that 
Mr.  Falwell  had  actually  stolen  PTL 
from  them. 


Oral  Roberts 
Hears  Cod's  learning 

Bakker  supporters  pointed  out  that 
Mr.  Falwell's  fundamentalist  Baptist 
theology  seemed  incompatible  with 
the  charismatic-Pentecostal  approach 
that  had  been  a  hallmark  of  PTL  since 
its  founding  in  the  early  1970s. 

After  trying  to  reconcile  these  dif¬ 
ferences  for  months  while  battling 
the  more  than  $60  million  in  debt  at 
the  South  Carolina-based  network, 
Mr.  Falwell  and  his  new  board  re¬ 
signed  in  October. 

They  complained  that  a  bankruptcy 
court  judge’s  invitation  to  PTL  credi¬ 
tors  to  submit  their  own  plan  for  reor¬ 
ganization  would  pave  the  way  for  the 
return  of  Mr.  Bakker 

Just  before  the  PTL  scandal  broke, 
the  board  of  National  Religious 
Broadcasters  began  to  study  a  plan  to 
establish  a  set  of  ethical  standards  for 
its  1,300  members. 

The  group  established  an  Ethics  and 
Financial  Integrity  Commission  to 
certify  compliance  with  requirements 
to  disclose  every  source  of  income  and 
every  expenditure  and  said  it  would 
urge  its  1988  convention  to  make  the 
standards  mandatory  for  all  members. 

Congress  conducts  hearings 

In  early  October,  a  House  Ways  and 
Means  subcommittee  conducted  a 
daylong  hearing  to  examine  whether 
tax-exempt  broadcast  ministries 
were  complying  with  the  federal  tax 
code.  TV  evangelists  differed  about 
the  propriety  of  such  a  process. 

The  Rev.  D.  James  Kennedy,  head 
of  the  Florida-based  Coral  Ridge  Min¬ 
istries.  called  it  "an  extremely  dan¬ 
gerous  precedent." 

But  the  Rev.  Jimmy  Swaggart  of 


Jim  Bakker 
Loses  clergy  credentials 

Baton  Rouge.  La.,  said  he  and  his  fel¬ 
low  preachers  had  “nothing  to  fear 
from  scrutiny." 

The  developments  of  1987  brought 
new  attention  to  a  $2-billion-a-year 
industry  that  encompasses  221  Chris¬ 
tian  television  stations  and  60  syndi¬ 
cated  programs. 

Some  of  the  operations  are  the 
largest  businesses  in  their  home  cit¬ 
ies,  such  as  Mr.  Falwell's  in  Lynch¬ 
burg,  Va.,  and  Mr.  Swaggart’s  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

For  longtime  observers  of  TV  min¬ 
istries.  the  scandal  had  just  been 
waiting  to  erupt  into  full  view. 

The  Charlotte  (N.C.)  "Observer" 
had  been  reporting  on  the  Bakkers' 
luxurious  lifestyle  and  controversial 
fund-raising  tactics  for  years. 

As  the  Rev.  Martin  E.  Marty,  a  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Chicago  historian,  said: 

"Reporters  knew  that  there  was  in¬ 
tense  rivalry  among  evangelists.  On 
stage  they  would  say  they  were  broth¬ 
ers  in  Christ;  offstage  they  would  call 
them  the  competition. 

"Because  the  market  wasn't  grow¬ 
ing  and  expenses  and  dreams  were 
growing,  they  had  to  become  more 
sensational  and  push  to  the  edge,  a 
necessarily  precarious  position.” 

Scandals  hurt  revenues 

The  year's  controversies  had  an  im¬ 
pact  on  the  finances  and  credibility  of 
most  TV  ministries,  whether  they 
were  directly  involved  or  not. 

A  Gallup  survey  released  in  May 
found  that  63  percent  of  the  respon¬ 
dents  thought  TV  evangelists  were  not 
"trustworthy  with  money"  and  that  55 
percent  thought  they  were  dishonest. 


The  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell 
Gives  up  al  PTL 

The  Princeton  Religion  Research 
Center,  which  published  the  findings, 
said  the  response  showed  that  "the 
sexual  and  financial  scandals  that 
have  rocked  the  electronic  church  in 
recent  months  . . .  have  cast  a  long 
shadow  over  many  of  the  nation’s 
most  popular  TV  evangelists  and  the 
evangelical  movement  in  general." 

Although  Pat  Robertson  had  a  good 
year  in  politics,  his  Christian  Broad¬ 
casting  Network  laid  off  more  than 
600  employees  and  trimmed  its  bud¬ 
get  by  more  than  $30  million. 

In  mid-November,  the  Virginia 
Beach-based  enterprise  reported  that 
donations  were  down  32.5  percent 
since  April. 

Similarly,  a  $5.3  million  decline  in 
donations  to  Mr.  Falwell's  "Old  Time 
Gospel  Hour"  prompted  it  to  drop  50 
television  stations. 

But  the  troubles  of  the  independent 
TV  evangelists  gave  mainline 
churches  a  new  opportunity. 

The  Denver-based  Tele-Communi¬ 
cations  Inc.,  the  nation’s  largest  cable 
company,  dropped  PTL  from  its  sys¬ 
tems  and  offered  free  air  time  to  an 
ecumenical  network  to  be  operated 
jointly  by  major  denominations. 

The  one  snag  was  that  no  such  net¬ 
work  existed.  But  a  fledgling  consor¬ 
tium.  called  National  Interfaith  Cable 
Coalition,  was  formed  to  make  plans 
to  try  to  open  a  channel  in  1988. 

Despite  the  bad  name  broadcast 
evangelism  got  in  1987,  Tele-Commu¬ 
nications  Vice  President  Robert 
Thomson  assured  interested  church 
groups  that  his  firm’s  subscribers  in¬ 
clude  "a  lot  of  people  who  want  to 
hear  the  religious  message  " 


Book  Review 


Christmas  music  collection  deserves  to  be  seen 


“Messiah  Highlights  and  Other  Christ¬ 
mas  Music,"  edited  and  compiled  by  Da¬ 
vid  Willcoeks.  Henry  Holt  and  Co.  Inc., 
New  York.  120  pages.  $24.95. 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Your  coffee  table's  not  the  place  for 
"Messiah  Highlights  and  Other  Christ¬ 
mas  Music."  It  belongs  on  either  your 
music  rack  or  your  art  easel— prefera¬ 
bly  near  a  north  window  where  strong 
winter  light  can  illumine  its  graceful 
pages. 

The  eminent  British  chorister,  David 
Willcoeks.  has  placed  between  hard  cov¬ 
ers  some  of  the  world’s  great  Christmas- 
season  music. 

Then  he  and  collaborators  at  New 


York's  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  have 
illustrated  those  musical  selections  with 
art  appropriate  to  the  season.  But  this 
art  is  so  glorious  that  it,  like  the  music, 
is  art  for  all  seasons. 

As  the  book's  title  implies,  the  empha 
sis  is  on  Handel’s  "Messiah."  More  than 
two-thirds  of  the  pages  are  given  to  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  that  mighty  oratorio.  The 
selections  begin  with  the  rollicking  tenor 
solo,  "Ev’ry  valley  shall  be  exalted"  and 
end  with  the  standing-room-only  "Halle¬ 
lujah  Chorus." 

The  remainder  of  the  book  goes  to 
briefer  selections  by  the  17th  century's  J. 
S.  Bach,  the  20th  century's  Benjamin 
Britten,  the  19th  century’s  Hector  Berli- 


Poem  of  the  Week 

Christmas  Present 


oz  and  to  carols  from  the  English. 
French.  German  and  Spanish  traditions. 

This  book  isn’t  for  congregational 
singing  About  the  only  selection  suit¬ 
able.  as  is,  for  such  singing  would  be  the 
hymnic  setting  of  a  chorale  to  the  words. 
"As  with  gladness  men  of  old  did  the 
guiding  star  behold, ...” 

So  that  makes  it  an  elitist  book.  And 
that's  OK.  Anyone  who  has  sung  “And 
the  glory  of  the  Lord"  from  "Messiah"  or 
"The  Shepherds'  Farewell"  from  Berlioz' 
"L'Enfance  du  Christ  (The  Infancy  of 
Christ)"  would  know  intuitively  that  this 
book  presents  the  music  the  way  it  is 
supposed  to  look. 

For  instance,  the  full-page  reproduc¬ 
tion  of  “The  Adoration  of  the  Shepherds" 
by  the  16th  century  Flemish  artist  Ge¬ 
rard  David  is  the  perfect  illustration  for 


Folk  singers  complete 
trip  of  encouragement 
throughout  Nicaragua 


By  PAUL  JEFFREY 
Religious  News  Service 

MANAGUA.  Nicaragua— Two  United 
Methodist  folk  singers  from  California 
completed  a  10-day  "spiritual  journey" 
to  Nicaragua  this  week  during  which 
they  offered  encouragement  to  Christ- 
tians  involved  in  ministry  of  reconciliation. 

Invited  to  Nicaragua  by  a  coalition  of 
evangelical  denominations  in  Managua, 
Jim  and  Jean  Strathdee  returned  to  the 
United  States  Dec.  1  after  visiting  sever¬ 
al  areas  of  conflict  throughout  the  Cen¬ 
tral  American  republic. 

The  two  are  well-known  in  some 
church  circles  and  were  Artists-in-Resi- 
dence  at  the  1983  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  in  Vancouver,  B.C. 

They  sang  in  local  churches  and  in  ru¬ 
ral  peasant  communities. 

Three  concerts  had  to  be  canceled  at 
the  last  minute  because  of  heavy  fighting 
between  government  troops  and  U.S.- 
backed  contra  rebel  forces. 

This  trip  was  the  third  to  Nicaragua 
for  the  Ridgecrest.  Calif.,  couple.  They 
first  came  in  1984.  when  they  witnessed 
national  elections  and  saw  firsthand  the 
effects  of  the  war. 

They  went  home  and  wrote  a  song 
about  their  experience  and  translated 
several  of  their  well-known  hymns  into 
Spanish.  They  returned  the  following 
year  for  a  "Tour  of  Consolation." 

During  this  year's  trip,  called  a  "Tour 
of  Peace  and  Reconciliation,"  the  Strath- 
dees  spoke  of  support  among  U.S.  Chris¬ 
tians  for  the  Central  American  peace 
process. 

The  couple  wrote  two  new  songs  for 
the  visit.  Both  focused  on  biblical  themes 


of  reconciliation. 

In  the  areas  they  visited,  the  Strath- 
dees  spoke  with  and  prayed  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  local  reconciliation  commissions, 
set  up  under  the  provisions  of  the  peace 
accords  signed  in  Guatemala  Aug.  7.  The 
couple  also  distributed  copies  of  their 
latest  cassette  tape,  "Servir  a  Dios"  (To 
Serve  God),  a  collection  of  their  songs  in 
Spanish. 

The  two  singers,  members  of  the  Rid¬ 
gecrest  United  Methodist  Church,  claim 
they  were  deeply  moved  by  what  they 
experienced  this  year. 

During  a  Christian-base  community 
worship  service,  held  under  a  tree  in  the 
peasant  village  of  Rio  Abajo,  in  Esteli 
province,  they  talked  about  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  amnesty  with  local  residents  who 
had  lost  children  to  Anastasio  Somoza’s 
National  Guard  or  to  the  contras. 

According  to  Mr.  Strathdee,  "This  is 
the  first  time  in  my  life  I  really  under¬ 
stand  the  power  of  forgiveness."  He  de¬ 
clared  that  he  was  "humbled  by  the 
spiritual  gifts”  he  received  from  the  Nic¬ 
araguan  poor. 

The  Strathdees,  who  have  performed 
together  for  11  years  in  church  retreats 
and  conferences  around  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  also  sang  in  a  military  hospi¬ 
tal  in  the  war  zone  and  at  a  maximum-se¬ 
curity  prison  near  Managua. 

After  the  hospital  visit,  Mrs.  Strathdee 
said  the  experience  "made  me  realize 
anew  the  human  costs  of  this  war,  the 
broken  bodies,  the  missing  limbs,  the 
ruined  minds." 

Calling  their  visit  a  "spiritual  jour¬ 
ney,”  Mrs.  Strathdee  said  it  inspired  them 
to  return  home  to  work  harder  for 
change  in  U.S.  policy  toward  Nicaragua. 


History  of  Hymns 

‘Shepherds’  carol  paints 
poetic  view  of  Christ’s  birth 


"The  Infancy  of  Christ,”  which  it  accom¬ 
panies  in  the  book. 

The  illustrations  rely  heavily  on  the 
Flemish  school,  reflecting  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Museum's  extensive  collection  from 
that  period.  Such  weighting  is  no  more  a 
hindrance  to  the  book’s  treasured  feel 
than  is  its  reliance  on  Handel  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  other  composers. 

More  than  20  years  ago  Dr.  Willcoeks 
gave  generations  of  listeners  a  Christ¬ 
mas  gift  of  enormous  value  with  his  re¬ 
cordings  of  the  Festival  of  Lessons  and 
Carols  from  King's  College.  Cambridge 

Now  he  has  given  us  a  similarly  valu¬ 
able  feast  for  the  eyes  and  for  the  music 
box  of  the  mind.  Sir  David,  to  you  we  are 
indebted  three  times  over! 

Mr.  Lovelace  is  managing  editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


While  shepherds  watched  their 

flocks  by  night. 

All  seated  on  the  ground. 

The  angel  of  the  Lord  came  down. 
And  glory  shone  around. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

‘  While  Shepherds  Watched  Their 
Flocks  by  Night”  tells  a  poetic  version  of 
the  story  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  as  record¬ 
ed  in  Luke  2:8-14 

Nahum  Tate,  who  became  poet  laureate 
of  England  in  1692,  wrote  these  six  stan¬ 
zas.  and  for  almost  300  years  Christians 
have  been  singing  these  lines. 

In  the  17th  century,  congregational 
singing  in  the  Church  of  England  was  re¬ 
stricted  to  poetic  versions  of  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  psalms.  The  singing  of  “man 
made"  hymns  was  not  authorized  by  the 
church  until  1820. 

A  collection  of  poetic  versions  of  the 
psalms,  the  work  of  Thomas  Sternhold 
and  John  Hopkins  published  in  1562,  was 
used  in  the  singing  in  the  parish  churches 
and  cathedrals  in  England  by  many  gen¬ 
erations. 

Some  thought  the  writings  of  Stern- 
hold  and  Hopkins  were  poetically  crude, 
awkward  and  difficult  to  sing.  Two  of 
these  critics  were  Nahum  Tate,  the  poet 
laureate,  and  his  friend  Nicholas  Brady, 
a  Church  of  England  clergyman. 

Thev  tried  earnestly  to  improve  the 


psalm  versions  and  published  in  1696  a  col¬ 
lection  of  metrical  psalms  entitled  "The 
New  Version  of  the  Psalms  of  David.” 

The  "new  version”  by  Tate  and  Brady 
was  considered  an  authorized  psalter 
(collection  of  metrical  psalms)  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  that  it  was  allowed  by  the  king  and 
the  council  and  was  permitted  to  be  used 
in  all  churches  “as  shall  think  fit  to  re¬ 
ceive  them.” 

In  language  it  moved  from  the  simplic¬ 
ity  of  Sternhold  and  Hopkins  to  a  more  or¬ 
nate  style  thought  to  be  more  poetical. 

Nevertheless,  it  gradually  replaced 
the  psalter  of  Sternhold  and  Hopkins  in 
many  churches  but  not  without  strong 
resistance.  That  is  reflected  in  the  caus¬ 
tic  comment  of  an  English  bishop  who, 
when  asked  what  a  drysalter  was,  re¬ 
plied,  Oh,  Tate  and  Brady,  of  course." 

(In  England,  a  drysalter  is  a  dealer  in 
dry  chemicals,  dyes,  salted  food  prod¬ 
ucts,  etc.) 

Tate  and  Brady  published  in  1708  a 
supplement  to  their  "New  Version."  In 
addition  to  "While  Shepherds  Watched 
Their  Flocks  by  Night,”  they  included 
five  other  hymns,  two  for  Easter  and 
three  for  Holy  Communion.  The  other 
five  hymns  have  been  long  forgotten,  and 
only  the  hymn  about  Jesus'  birth  keeps 
the  name  of  Nahum  Tate  in  our  hymnals. 

fcEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" There’s  a  Song  in  the  Air" 


Nor  do  I  condemn  thee, 
He  said. 

And  simplicity  and 
Complexity 

Hover  about  the  person. 
The  words. 

Snow  washes  white  the 


Mucky  tracks. 

And  we  are  opened 
Again  in  lights 
And  laughs  and 
Simple  words  . . . 

Go  and  sin  no  more. 

—CAROL  HAMILTON 


Sign  of  the  time 

Leader  of  women’ s  advocacy  agency  resumes  quest  for  ordination 


Shoppers  fight  world  hunger 
at  supermarket  check-outs 


From  Religious  News  Service 

REDLANDS,  Calif.— When  the  folks 
from  Redlands  United  Church  of  Christ 
hung  their  display  in  two  grocery  stores 
in  1986.  they  didn't  foresee  an  endorse¬ 
ment  from  Paul  Newman,  an  East  Coast 
expansion  and  donations  of  $6,000  a  week 
for  hunger  relief. 

They  just  liked  the  idea  that  Redlands 
residents  Linda  and  Milan  Hamilton  had 
suggested— that  shoppers  might  wel¬ 
come  a  chance  to  fight  local  and  world 
hunger  from  the  check-out  stand. 

The  idea  worked.  Since  its  start,  the 
"Food  for  All"  program  has  spread  to 
more  than  190  supermarkets  in  southern 
California.  There  it  is  raising  $6,000  a 
week  for  local  and  international  hunger 
programs. 

The  program  opened  last  month  in  36 
stores  in  southern  New  England. 

And  Mr.  Newman — the  actor  who  sells 
his  own  line  of  salad  dressing  and  spa¬ 
ghetti  sauce  and  gives  the  profits  to 
charitable  causes— has  written  a  letter 
of  endorsement  for  Food  for  All  and  of¬ 
fered  to  help  promote  it. 

The  concept  is  simple.  Brightly  colored 
Food  for  All  cards  (marked  50  cents,  $1 
and  $5)  hang  from  display  racks  at  the 
check-out  counter.  Shoppers  can  pick  one 
and  include  it  with  their  groceries. 

Check-out  clerks  ring  up  the  donation 
with  the  rest  of  the  groceries.  The  shop¬ 
per  gets  the  card  as  a  receipt.  The  store 
sends  the  money  to  Food  for  All  at  the 


end  of  the  month. 

Ten  percent  goes  for  administration  at 
the  Food  for  All  office  at  Redlands  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  of  Christ.  There,  Ms.  Hamil¬ 
ton.  working  full-time,  and  three 
part-time  workers  handle  weekly  dona¬ 
tion  reports  and  monthly  checks  from 
stores  and  chains.  They  also  send  the  re¬ 
maining  90  percent  to  designated  pro¬ 
grams. 

A  fourth  of  the  money  goes  to  interna¬ 
tional  projects  named  by  a  national  advi¬ 
sory  board.  Three-fourths  goes  to  local 
programs  chosen  by  committees  repre¬ 
senting  churches,  agencies  and  other 
groups  working  on  hunger  issues. 

Southern  California  has  16  Food  for 
All  "service  areas,"  each  with  its  own 
committee  giving  a  new  round  of  grants 
every  three  months. 

Food  for  All  also  invites  local 
churches,  synagogues,  service  clubs, 
scouting  troops  and  other  organizations 
to  "adopt"  or  "sponsor”  a  store. 

To  do  that,  the  group  agrees  to  help  in¬ 
form  shoppers  about  the  program  and 
about  hunger  issues,  to  help  keep  display 
racks  stocked  and  to  publicize  how  much 
money  comes  in  and  where  it  goes. 

To  be  a  sponsor,  the  group,  business  or 
person  contributes  the  $250  needed  to  get 
a  store  started  in  Food  for  All. 

Nationally.  Food  for  All  has  received 
financial  support  from  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  and  World  Vision. 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 
Religious  News  Service 

Nancy  Grissom  Self,  one  of  three  chief 
executives  at  the  UM  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women, 
knew  she  wanted  to  be  a  minister  by  the 
time  she  graduated  from  college  in  1951. 

What  she  didn't  know  was  that  women 
couldn't  be  ordained  in  The  Methodist 
Church  then. 

Nan  didn't  have  to  wait  long  for  a 
change.  The  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  church's  highest  lawmaking 
body,  voted  in  1956  to  ordain  women 

She  and  her  husband,  Norman,  took 
the  first  step  toward  ordination  together 
in  1961  while  in  seminary  in  southern 
California.  As  they  neared  graduation, 
their  student  assignments— hers  in  a 
church,  his  as  a  campus  minister — began 
to  feel  "right"  as  first  full-time  jobs. 

Norman  was  readily  assigned  the 
campus  ministry  position  at  California 
State  University  in  Long  Beach. 

Appointment  hits  resistance 

But  Nan’s  appointment  made  church 
officials  nervous.  She  was  told  if  she  pur¬ 
sued  ordination,  her  husband's  career 
would  be  jeopardized.  That's  because  it 
wasn't  likely  they  could  always  be  ap¬ 
pointed  near  each  other. 

She  was  also  told  that  her  services 
were  no  longer  needed  at  the  church.  The 
senior  pastor  said  flatly  that  he  wanted  a 
male  colleague. 

Nan  said  she  was  devastated.  "It  felt 
like  a  cosmic  no’  on  my  call,"  she  re¬ 
called. 

But  now,  a  quarter  century  later,  Nan. 
58.  is  asking  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  successor  to  The  Methodist 
Church,  to  reinstate  her  ministerial  or¬ 
ders.  She  said  she  hopes  to  be  fully  or- 


Nan  Self 


Seeks  ordination 

dained  in  spring  1988  or  1989. 

Experiences  parallel  movement 

Her  personal  history  in  those  interven¬ 
ing  years  paralleled  the  modern  wom¬ 
en’s  movement. 

Nan's  rejection  in  1963  was  the  year 
"The  Feminine  Mystique"  was  published. 
It  offered  her  some  assurance  that  her  sit¬ 
uation  did  not  represent  a  personal  failure. 

"I  saw  that  it  wasn’t  me,"  she  said.  “I 
saw  that  it  was  systemic,  cultural,  his¬ 
torical." 

But  for  awhile  she  had  to  be  content  to 


live  the  role  ot  minister’s  wife,  though 
she  shared  in  Norman’s  job.  At  social  oc¬ 
casions  she  said  she  always  felt  torn 
whether  she  should  be  with  the  members 
of  the  clergy  or  their  spouses. 

Professionally  the  tide  turned  in  1972 
when  the  General  Conference  voted  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  General  Commission  on  the  Sta¬ 
tus  and  Role  of  Women  in  the  UM  Church. 

Nan  had  been  active  in  the  women’s 
caucus,  which  successfully  lobbied  the 
General  Conference  to  establish  the  com¬ 
mission.  During  the  process  she  met  Judy 
Leaming-Elmer.  Together  they  applied 
for  a  co-leadership  post  with  the  new 
commission  and  were  chosen  for  the  job. 

The  decision  to  locate  the  commission 
at  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  meant  more  pioneering:  Norman 
would  leave  his  job  and  follow  Nan  to  the 
Chicago  area. 

Agency  aids  clergy  women 

As  it  happened,  the  commission  became 
a  magnet  for  the  pain  of  clergywomen 
making  their  way  through  those  early 
days  of  acceptance  in  the  denomination.  In 
Nan.  they  found  unending  empathy. 

In  1975  she  wa«  instrumental  in  help¬ 
ing  organize  the  first  national  consulta¬ 
tion  of  clergywomen.  Last  summer  the 
fourth  such  consultation  was  held. 

After  15  years  of  nurturing  countless 
women  in  the  process.  Nan  said  she  was 
struck  by  how  many  clergywomen 
sought  her  out  to  tell  her,  “It’s  been 
worth  it."  Their  updates  detailed  many 
hopeful  stories  in  a  denomination  where 
women  now  constitute  more  than  10  per¬ 
cent  of  the  clergy. 

The  final  communion  service  at  the 
consultation  put  Nan  over  the  edge.  Nan 
said  by  the  end  of  the  service  “all  the 
reasons  not  to  be  ordained  were  gone." 


She  said  she  realized  she  was  home. 
She  said  she  was  in  an  arena  where  she 
felt  needed,  where  she  felt  accepted  and 
where  she  has  always  been  understood  to 
be  a  minister 

Ordination  tug  never  leaves 

The  tug  of  ordination  was  never  far 
away  for  her  all  these  years,  she  said. 
Every  June  when  others  were  having  a 
bishop's  hands  placed  on  their  heads,  she 
said  she  felt  the  wrenching  all  over  again 

Now,  she  said,  she  is  ready.  She  said 
she  wants  "the  outward  and  visible  sym¬ 
bol  of  the  inner  conviction  I've  held  all 
these  years." 

Nan  is  clear  she  doesn’t  have  to  have 
it.  that  it  "won't  make  me  any  better  or 
more  committed."  But  she  said  she  does 
feel  a  certain  recovery  of  self. 

"I  am  free,"  she  said,  offering  a  list  of 
elements  that  went  into  the  decision. 
Those  included  a  recent  divorce,  which 
she  emphasized  represented  no  loss  of 
conviction  on  Norman’s  part  for  her  femi¬ 
nist  convictions.  "We  had  come  to  a  cross¬ 
roads  in  our  common  journey,"  she  said. 

She  added  quickly,  "I  have  no  debts," 
conveying  her  acceptance  of  the  possibil¬ 
ity  that  she  could  be  called  back  to  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  put  into  a  beginner’s  slot.  But 
her  immediate  hope  is  to  remain  with 
the  commission. 

When  the  ordination  does  take  place, 
an  important  person  in  the  service  will 
be  Methodism's  first  black  woman  bish¬ 
op— Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly— a  clergywo- 
man  Nan  first  encouraged  to  be  a  bishop. 

“If  you’ll  stand  for  election,"  she  told  Ms. 
Kelly  back  in  1977,  “I’ll  come  anywhere 
you  are  and  be  ordained  at  your  hand.” 

Last  August  following  that  fateful  com¬ 
munion  service,  Nan  went  to  Bishop  Kelly 
and  said,  "I've  come  to  keep  my  promise.” 


Methodist 


THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 

' MAKING  MIRACLES  HAPPEN' 

815  Washington  Avenue  New  Orleans,  La.  (504)  895-7709 


Miracle  of  Love 


This  page  is  in  memory  of  Elizabeth 
Steinberg  and  all  children  who  face 
abuse  in  today's  society.  The  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  is  dedicated  to  the 
healing  ministry  of  abused,  abandoned 
and  neglected  children  of  Louisiana.  You 
can  be  proud  that  Louisiana  Methodists 
are  reaching  out  to  children  in  need.  You 
can  be  proud  of  your  support  through 
your  gifts  and  prayers.  We  are  bound  to¬ 
gether  in  this  ministry  that  offers  the 
love  of  Christ  to  the  children.  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  of  New  Orleans  is  where 
God  s  love  makes  miracles  happen  in  the 
life  of  a  child. 

Please  join  with  me  this  year  to  see 
that  the  miracle  of  love  is  given  to  every 
child  in  need. 


W.  0.  Lynch,  Jr. 
Superintendent 


SMILING  SUPERINTENDENT  - 
Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  Superintendent  of  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  works 
with  his  staff  to  provide  a  secure  envi¬ 
ronment  for  abused  and  neglected  chil¬ 
dren. 


KITCHEN  KEEPERS  —  These  two  ladies  are  busily  preparing  dinner  at  the 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans,  where  balanced  meals  are  served  three  times  daily. 


% 


READING,  WRITING  AND  ARITHMETIC  —  The  School  Room  at  the  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  is  a  great  place  for  the  children  to  adjust  to  the  classroom 
situation. 


CLEAN-UP  TIME  —  It’s  clear  that  the  people  at  the  Methodist  Home  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  believe  that  cleanliness  is  next  to  Godliness,  when  it  comes  to  the  children. 


Those  involved  with  running  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  are: 

Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch  —  Superintendent 

Rev.  James  C.  Akins  —  Director 

Jeri  Edwards  —  Administrative  Assistant 

Mike  Case  —  MSW  Social  Worker 

Rev.  Richard  Hodges  —  Family  Therapist 


In  Memory  of  Elizabeth 


Abused  Girl’s  Death  Saddens,  Confuses 


Words  Hurt , 
Words  Heal 

"Our  sister's  dead,"  the  two  brothers 
(four  and  six  years  old)  said.  They  had 
seen  her  bleed  for  two  days  before  an 
ambulance  took  her  from  the  blood  cov¬ 
ered  house. 

After  surgery  and  three  days  in  the 
hospital,  the  three-year-old  sister  joined 
her  brothers  at  Methodist  Home.  She  was 
withdrawn  and  silent  over  the  trauma  of 
abuse  allowed  by  her  mother. 

As  she  was  bathed  and  clothed,  an  at¬ 
tendant  said  to  her,  "Velma  will  take 
care  of  you.”  Tears  swelled  in  her  eyes, 
her  lips  quivered  and  low  sobs  mixed 
with  sniffs  filled  the  room.  Puzzled  the 
attendant  reassured  her,  “Velma  will 
stay  with  you.” 

The  sobs  stopped,  she  looked  up  and 
said,  "You  will  stay  with  me?”  “Yes, 
dear,  I’ll  stay  with  you,”  Velma  said. 
There  was  peace  again. 

Somehow  ‘take  care  of  you’  had  a  bad 
meaning.  Apparently  these  were  words 
used  by  those  who  abused  her.  We  under¬ 
estimate  the  power  of  words  and  what 
they  mean  to  children.  Words  can  hurt 
and  words  can  heal.  Now  she  is  learning 
the  meaning  of  love.  For  love  is  the  pow¬ 
er  that  makes  miracles  happen. 


Public  School  41  in  Greenwich  Village, 
New  York  is  on  a  quiet  tree-lined  street 
where  parents  pushing  babies  in  strollers 
queue  up  each  afternoon  to  walk  their 
children  home. 

On  the  same  block,  6-year-old  Eliza¬ 
beth  Steinberg  died  at  St.  Vincent’s  Hos¬ 
pital.  allegedly  the  victim  of  a  vicious 
beating  by  the  man  who  claimed  she  was 
his  adopted  daughter.  Lawyer  Joel  Stein¬ 
berg,  46.  was  indicted  by  a  grand  jury  for 
murder. 

When  police  found  Elizabeth  battered 
and  comatose  in  Steinberg’s  filthy  West 


The  work  that  resulted  in  The  Method¬ 
ist  Home  of  New  Orleans  was  begun  in 
1866  as  a  home  for  unwed  mothers  by 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Wolfe,  a  Presbyterian  Home 
Missionary.  Soon  the  work  progressed  to 
include  local  Presbyterian,  Episcopal, 
Baptist  and  Methodist  churches  and  the 
home  was  moved  to  the  present  location 
at  815  Washington  Ave.  In  1918  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  took  over  the  work  with 
these  young  women  and  continued  to 
work  with  them  for  the  next  55  years. 


Police  found  Elizabeth  bat¬ 
tered  and  comatose  last  Mon¬ 
day  in  Steinberg's  filthy  West 
10th  Street  apartment. 


10th  Street  apartment,  they  also  discov¬ 
ered  16-month-old  Mitchell  tethered  to  a 
chair,  sitting  in  his  own  excrement  and 
drinking  from  a  container  of  spoiled 
milk. 

Elizabeth’s  natural  mother  and  hun- 

Who  We  Are - 

In  1973,  the  home  for  unwed  mothers 
became  an  Emergency  Shelter  for 
abused,  abandoned  and  neglected  chil¬ 
dren.  The  Emergency  Shelter  takes  chil¬ 
dren  between  the  ages  of  birth  through 
14  and  provides  for  their  physical,  medi¬ 
cal.  educational  and  religious  needs.  For 
some  of  these  children  The  Methodist 
Home  represents  the  first  time  they  have 
felt  safe,  had  a  balanced  meal,  slept  in  a 
comfortable  bed  or  come  into  contact 
with  adults  who  really  care.  These  chil- 


dreds  of  strangers  mourned  her  death,  a 
death  a  rabbi  said  he  hoped  would  save 
the  lives  of  other  children. 

“We  kick  ourselves.  Why  couldn’t  we 
see.  why  couldn't  we  tell?”  Rabbi  Dennis 
Math  asked. 

"We  must  risk  being  wrong,  embar¬ 
rassed,  or  even  evoking  a  neighbor’s  an¬ 
ger  when  we  feel  a  child  is  being 
harmed,”  said  Math,  who  conducted  a 
joint  service  with  a  Catholic  priest. 
"May  Lisa’s  death  help  to  save  the  lives 
of  other  children.  Then  her  life  will  be 
sanctified.” 


dren  are  also  provided  with  counseling  to 
help  them  adjust  to  their  new  surround¬ 
ings. 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
also  has  a  Resident  Family  Treatment 
Program  through  which  we  work  with 
the  natural  parents  of  our  children.  This 
work  includes  preparation  of  the  parents 
for  the  child’s  return  to  the  natural  home 
and  counseling  of  family  members.  We 
see  a  miracle  happen  when  we  see  chil¬ 
dren  and  parents  reunited. 


'  Send  Us  | 
A  Friend 

I  If  you  have  a  friend  who  might  I 
|  appreciate  seeing  a  sample  of  our  | 
I  Newsletter,  put  us  in  touch  with  | 
j  :hem  by  providing  the  following  in-  j 
j  formation:  j 

|  PLEASE  PRINT  CLEARLY 
Miss  Mr.  Mrs.  . 

Name  -  ! 


Address 
City  _ 


I  State _ Zip -  I 

i _ i 


Abandoned  at  Two 


He  was  three,  she  was  two.  Hearing 
their  cries,  the  neighbors  called  child 
protection.  Fortunately  the  neighbors 
cared.  It  was  turning  cold,  and  when  the 
Social  Worker  arrived  the  two  were  hud¬ 
dled  together  in  a  disheveled  house  with 
no  electricity.  The  parents  had  aban¬ 
doned  them. 

It  only  took  a  few  days  of  consistent 


care  for  the  miracle  of  love  to  begin  to 
work.  Now  they  play  with  child-like 
abandonment.  They  dress  up  in  old 
clothes  and  pretend,  they  enjoy  the 
yard,  play  with  other  children,  they  cut, 
paste  and  color  at  our  preschool  pro¬ 
gram  and  nap  in  peace  after  lunch. 

Surely  Christ  and  His  miracle  of  love 
is  in  this  place. 


As  the  6-year-old  first  grader  bounded 
in  the  front  door  of  The  Methodist  Home 
he  was  met  by  Jim  Akin.  Child  Care  Di¬ 
rector.  "Mr.  Jim,”  he  said,  "Me  don’t  like 
school,  but  me’s  going  back  ’cause  me 
only  have  13  more  years  to  go." 

Now  I  call  that  being  optimistic. 


Love  Transforms  Life 


13  Years  to  Go 


HOME  SWEET  HOME  —  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans,  located  at  the 
comer  of  Annunciation  and  Washington,  is  the  best  home  many  of  the  children  it 
houses  have  ever  known. 


ROCKABYE  BABIES  —  Pictured  is  the  nursery  at  the  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans.  Infants  need  care,  too.  The  Home  takes  children  from  infancy  to  14  years 
of  age. 

Child  Abuse  Reports  Encouraged 


Officials  urge  anyone  who  suspects 
that  a  child  has  been  abused  or  neglect¬ 
ed,  or  is  in  risk  of  such  mistreatment,  to 
report  the  suspicions  immediately  to  lo¬ 
cal  organizations  and  hot  lines  set  up  to 
respond  to  child  abuse  reports. 

In  addition,  callers  may  contact  the 
National  Child  Abuse  Hot  Line,  a  non¬ 
profit  service  in  Hollywood  that  can  re¬ 
fer  them  to  authorities  in  their  areas. 
Callers  should  dial,  toll  free  (800)  422- 
4453.  This  number  is  open  24  hours  a  day. 

Callers  may.  if  they  prefer,  remain 
anonymous. 

The  most  obvious  indications  of  child 


abuse,  experts  say,  are  signs  of  physical 
injury,  including  bruises,  black  eyes,  cuts 
or  broken  bones.  Other  possible  signs  of 
abuse  or  mistreatment  include  a  lack  of 
alertness,  chronic  hunger  or  drowsiness, 
or  repeated  absences  from  school. 

But  perhaps  the  most  important  sig¬ 
nals  of  potential  child  abuse  are  also  the 
most  subtle,  experts  say. 

“Other  than  marks  or  bruises,  you  look 
for  the  connection  between  the  parent 
and  the  child  —  the  way  they  relate  to 
one  another,”  said  Fred  Rosenberg,  who 
supervises  field  visits  in  the  Office  of 
Special  Services  for  Children. 


Private  Placements  Available 


A  new  dimension  of  care  has  been  add¬ 
ed  to  The  Methodist  Home,  New  Orleans. 
The  Home  is  now  able  to  take  private 
placements.  Until  recently,  all  children 
(birth  through  14  years)  were  placed  by 
the  state.  Now,  families  having  problems 
with  rebellion,  anti-social  behavior  or 
runaway  problems  with  children  can 
seek  help  at  The  Methodist  Home.  Those 
who  need  a  protective  setting,  therapeu¬ 
tic  intervention,  or  counseling  service 
for  children  can  apply  for  entrance  to 
The  Methodist  Home. 


ment  family  to  identify  their  need  of 
care.  If  an  evaluation  determines  we  can 
provide  the  needed  service,  an  individual 
plan  of  care  will  be  written  and  the  child 
admitted  into  care.  Call  1-504-895-7709. 


The  Home  will  work  with  the  place- 


Suicide  is  not  the  answer,  but  for  a  14- 
year-old  girl  it  seemed  the  only  way  out 
of  physical  and  sexual  abuse.  Fortunate¬ 
ly  the  attempt  failed  but  it  got  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Child  Protection  who  placed  her 
in  The  Methodist  Home,  New  Orleans. 

Frightened,  withdrawn,  and  distrustful 
of  adults,  her  eyes  constantly  searched 

Modern 

Orphans 

Have  you  ever  wondered  what  it  would 
be  like  not  to  be  wanted  by  your  parents? 
That  is  what  V . 13  years  old,  was  ex¬ 

periencing  as  she  entered  The  Methodist 
Home.  Her  parents  no  longer  wanted 
her. 

She  is  one  of  the  many  modern  day  or¬ 
phans.  Unlike  yesterday’s  orphans  whose 
parents  had  died,  today’s  orphans  do  not 
have  parents  because  they  are  not  wanted. 

You  can  deal  with  death  better  than 
you  can  deal  with  rejection,  and  that  is 

what  caused  the  confusion  in  V .  V . 

had  no  place  to  belong  and  everyone 
needs  a  place  to  belong.  Methodist  Home 

became  the  place  to  belong  for  V . 

Through  the  miracle  of  love  V .  now 

knows  there  is  one  place  on  earth  that 

loves  her.  It  is  with  your  help  that  V . 

now  knows  she  is  wanted. 


other  faces  for  the  meaning  of  any  rela¬ 
tionship  that  was  offered.  With  patience, 
understanding,  and  care,  the  miracle  of 
love  began  to  break  down  her  inner  bar¬ 
riers  of  distrust.  By  the  time  she  left  the 
Home,  her  smile  had  returned;  there  was 
a  sparkle  in  her  eyes  as  she  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  the  arrival  of  each  day. 


A  MINISTRY  TO  ABUSED,  ABANDONED,  AND  NEGLECTED  CHILDREN 

Make  checks  to:  The  Methodist  Home 


THE  METHODIST  HOME 
OF  NEW  ORLEANS 
P.O.  BOX  1 5 1 09  STATION  B 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA 
70175 


ALL  GIFTS  ARE  INCOME  TAX  DEDUCTIBLE 


□  Yes.  1  want  to  help  a  child. 
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On  Ohe  Way  . . . 


"We  are  afflicted  in  every  way,  but  not  crushed;  perplexed,  but  not  driven  to 
despair."  II  Cor.  4-8 

St,  Paul's  life  was  filled  with  frustration,  doubts  and  goals  unattained. 
However,  he  continued  his  ministry.  He  did  not  choose  the  way  of  arrogance  or 
of  vengeance  or  of  despair  toward  life  and  toward  himself. 

Paul  expresses  his  faith  in  his  letter  to  the  church  in  Corinth  and  gives  two 
views  of  doubt.  First,  says  Paul,  we  are  all  perplexed  and  in  doubt,  and  in  order 
to  maintain  a  healthy  attitude  toward  life  we  must  question  and  doubt  —  and 
live  with  our  doubts! 

His  doubts  may  have  had  what  the  Spanish  Philosopher  Ortega  y  Gassett 
called  an  “orthopedic  character."  Ortega  meant  by  this  the  honest  doubt  often 
performs  an  x-ray  function  in  our  lives.  The  fractures  in  our  spiritual  and 
mental  makeup  need  looking  at  lest  they  lead  us  into  prejudice  or  fanaticism 
or  illusion. 

Mature  faith  is  fashioned  in  the  workshop  of  doubt.  It  knows  the  “ifs,"  "ands" 
and  "buts"  and  is  not  paralyzed  by  them.  Perplexity  and  doubt  can  be  occa¬ 
sions  for  growth  and  faith. 

The  other  pole  of  doubt  is  marked  by  Paul  in  the  little  conjunction  "but  not." 
It  says  there  is  a  limit  to  doubt,  to  drift  and  confusion.  It  shows  us  the  intensity 
of  feeling  Paul  has  as  he  draws  the  line  between  the  doubt  and  perplexity  of 
faith  and  the  hopelessness  of  despair. 

I  suspect  that  some  people  and  groups  in  our  midst  suffer  from  this  form  of 
despair.  For  these  movements  and  these  people  are  never  at  peace  with  their 
perplexities  and  doubts  about  life.  They  want  simple  answers,  answers  that  put 
the  hard  questions  of  life  and  politics  and  history  into  neat  formulas  or  cant 
phrases  that  can  be  used  to  ward  off  the  perplexity  and  suffering  that  come 
from  being  human. 

They  are  wrong.  We  should  never  surrender  our  freedom  of  asking  and 
answering  for  ourselves  to  a  group  or  an  idea  or  movement  where  no  further 
questions  need  be  asked  and  where  the  answers  are  imposed  authoritatively. 
We  must  pass  on  from  this  denial  of  our  humanity  into  the  stage  where  our 
doubts  and  questions  can  x-ray  our  contentions,  our  dated  emotions,  our  dated 
ideas. 

And  make  no  mistake  about  this:  It  is  an  act  of  faith.  It  comes  with  the 
realization  that  we  are  loved  by  God,  that  we  are  loved  before  we  can  ever 
know  all  about  life  and  its  perplexities.  The  first  mental  and  emotional  attitude 
toward  life  can  free  us  from  the  small  circle  of  our  pride  and  from  the  despair 
that  can  grip  us  all. 

Paul  says  it  is  to  be  possessed  by  the  spirit  of  the  God  who  has  been  shown  to 
us  in  Jesus  Christ.  For  it  is  in  Jesus  Christ  that  we  see  one  possessed  by  God. 
And  this  same  God  has  possessed  others  like  the  little  girl  Anne  Frank,  who  in 
her  hour  of  despair  before  being  taken  by  the  Nazis  to  her  death  refused 
despair,  and  affirmed  Instead  that  “I  still  believe  In  the  goodness  of  people." 


LUNCHEON  —  The  annual  Women’s  Day  luncheon  was  held  at  First  UMC  in 
Mansfield  this  fall.  Pictured  above  are,  from  1.  to  r.,  Mrs.  Ott  Murphy,  President  of 
the  UMW;  Rev.  George  Harbuck,  visitation  pastor;  Terrel  DeVille,  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Harbuck. 


WHAT'S  HOP'NING  —  Member,  of  the  Children's  Ministry  at  St.  Luke's  UMC  In 
Baton  Rouge  held  a  Hop-a-Thon  to  raise  funds  for  the  Church’s  building  program, 
Children  participating  ranged  In  age  from  toddlers  to  sixth  graders.  They  hopped 
for  a  total  of  23  minutes  and  raised  nearly  1700.  Rev.  Debbie  Drash  is  the  pastor. 


unMitna  —  ai.  lukc  s  uivic  in  i\ew  urieans  Bell  Choir  recently 
played  In  a  special  musical  program  with  the  chancel  choir  and  youth  choir  cele¬ 
brating  the  Church’s  40th  anniversary.  They  have  many  other  performances  sched¬ 
uled  for  the  end  of  the  year. 


Evangelism  2000  — 

Conference  Begins  Special  Program 


The  General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  challenges  congrega¬ 
tions  to  work  together  toward  reaching  a 
goal  of  20  million  members  by  the  year 
1992,  Statistics  tell  us  that  there  are 
more  Christians  today  than  ever  before 
In  the  history  of  the  world,  yet,  there  is 
still  a  vast  unfinished  task  to  be  per¬ 
formed  if  the  church  is  going  to  continue 
to  grow  as  it  should  in  keeping  up  with 
the  growth  in  population. 

As  the  church  has  grown  in  innumera¬ 
ble  ways  and  places,  there  has  always 
been  one  way  it  has  grown  better,  faster, 
and  stronger  than  any  other.  From  its 
beginning  through  the  centuries  until  to¬ 
day.  one  unique  way  has  been  more  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  church’s  growth  than 
any  other  and  that  is  through  a  program 
of  Evangelism, 

Around  every  church  in  every  commu¬ 
nity.  there  are  winnable  people  seeking 
to  be  won.  In  fact,  never  in  our  history 
has  the  world-wide  potential  for  evange¬ 
lism  and  church  growth  been  greater 
than  it  is  today, 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  the  Cabi¬ 
net  has  approved  a  program  entitled 
'Evangelism  2000."  which  will  be  imple¬ 


mented  throughout  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  during  the  months  of  January, 
February  and  March  1988,  "Evangelism 
2000’"  is  designed  to  be  a  total  program 
in  both  its  approach  and  outlook.  As  our 
church  moves  through  the  decade  of  the 
'80s  and  '90s  into  the  21st  century,  we 
want  to  embark  upon  a  style  of  evange¬ 
lism  that  reflects  where  we  are  theologi¬ 
cally  and  where  people  are  in  terms  of 
those  things  that  move  them  to  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Evangelism  2000"  is  a  three-fold  pro¬ 
gram  that  will  address  itself  to  meeting 
the  needs  of  evangelism  in  the  local 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  first  part  of  the  program  begins  in 
January  with  the  Conference  staff  hold¬ 
ing  training  events  in  the  nine  districts 
where  they  will  seek  to  train  the  Pastor 
and  the  Chairperson  of  Evangelism  in 
each  local  church.  This  training  will  be 
done  by  means  of  a  videotape  that  is  be¬ 
ing  produced  by  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries,  The  schedule  for  these 
events  is  as  follows: 

January  5 

New  Orleans-Houma  District 
Aurora  Church,  New  Orleans  — 

7:00  p.m. 


January  6 

New  Orleans-Slidell  District 
St.  Timothy  Church,  Mandeville  — 
7  oo  p.m. 

January  7 

Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 
First  Church.  Denham  Springs  — 
7:00  p.m. 

January  8 

Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District 
Asbury  Church,  Lafayette  — 

7:00  p.m. 

January  10 

Lake  Charles  District 
First  Church,  Lake  Charles  — 

2:30  p.m. 

January  11 

Alexandria  District 
First  Church,  Alexandria  — 

7:00  p.m. 

January  24 

Shreveport  District 
First  Church,  Bossier  City  — 

3:00  p.m. 

January  25 

Ruston  District 

Trinity  Church.  Ruston  —  6:30  p.m. 
January  26 

Monroe  District 

First  Church.  Rayville  —  7:00  p.m. 


In  February,  each  local  church  will 
conduct  its  own  evangelism  training  pro¬ 
gram  using  the  Pastor  and  the  Chairper¬ 
son  of  Evangelism,  who  received  the 
training  at  the  district  meetings,  to  in¬ 
struct  local  lay  persons.  These  persons 
will  learn  the  "hows  and  ways"  of  pro¬ 
moting  and  conducting  an  effective 
evangelism  program,  using  resources 
and  tools  provided  by  the  Council  on 
Ministries. 

After  this  training  program,  the  sec¬ 
ond  part  of  February  will  be  devoted  to 
conducting  visitation  evangelism  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  local  church  where  visitors 
will  call  upon  newcomers,  prospects,  in¬ 
actives  and  others  who  might  be  reached 
through  "Evangelism  2000." 

During  the  month  of  March,  each  local 
church  is  to  have  a  special  series  of  ser¬ 
vices.  at  which  time  the  emphasis  will  be 
on  preaching  These  services  can  be  held 
at  any  time  that  fits  into  the  local  church  J 
calendar,  but  should  be  a  part  of  the 
Lenten  or  Holy  Week  activities. 

It  is  the  intent  and  the  purpose  of 
“Evangelism  2000“  to  enable  churches  to 
prepare  themselves  to  bring  God’s  heal¬ 
ing  word  to  the  lives  of  people  wherever 
they  might  be. 


National  Student  Conference  Set  for  Dec.  28 


Jubilee  is  the  theme  of  the  upcoming 
United  Methodist  National  Student  Con¬ 
ference.  In  keeping  with  this  theme,  the 
conference  will  be  a  festive  celebration, 
a  remembrance  of  our  roots  in  Method¬ 
ism.  and  a  challenge  to  live  in  promise 
and  hope  for  the  future. 


This  is  the  first  national  United  Meth¬ 
odist  student  conference  in  20  years,  so 
this  is  somewhat  historical,"  LSU's  Unit¬ 
ing  Campus  Minister  Rev.  Randy  Nichols 
said,  "I  think  we  certainly  have  a  good 
group  going." 

So  far.  there  are  11  students  going  who 
will  represent  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
Representatives  include,  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Southwestern  Louisiana:  Diana 
King  and  Paula  Milo;  from  Northeast 
Louisiana  University:  Thomas  Lowe, 
Travis  Bonnette  and  Clarence  Jones;  and 
from  Southern  University:  Don  Jones, 
Dolita  Jones,  Andrea  McGowan,  Patrick 
McGowan.  Denise  Reed  and  Donna 
Washington.  The  campus  ministers  who 
will  be  attending  the  Jubilee  are  Randy 
Nichols.  LSU;  Melissa  Draper,  UNO, 
SUNO  and  Delgado;  Don  Ross,  USL; 
Freida  Brown,  SU  and  Jim  Wilson.  NLU. 

Sponsored  by  the  Division  of  Higher 
Education.  Campus  Ministry  Section,  the 
conference  will  take  place  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  on  December  28.  1987  through 
January  1.  1988  at  the  Sheraton  St.  Louis 
Hotel  and  Cervantes  Convention  Center. 


The  event  is  expected  to  attract  1,000 
students  and  200  campus  ministers. 

Conference  planners  anticipate  an  oc¬ 
casion  which  is  rich  in  meaning  and  hope 
that  each  person  attending  will  gain  in¬ 
formation  that  is  useful  to  their  lives. 
Workshops  will  focus  on  leadership  and 
spiritual  development,  internationaliza¬ 
tion  and  social  issues,  and  faith  and 
learning 

"The  program  will  Include  plenary 
sessions  and  discussions  on  the  theme  of 
Jubilee,  small  group  Bible  studies  with 
one  campus  minister  and  one  student 
leader  and  there  will  be  small  groups  on 
a  number  of  topics,"  Nichols  said. 

There  will  be  something  of  an  interna¬ 
tional  flavor  at  Jubilee  ’87,  with  speak¬ 
ers  such  as  Bishop  Leontine  Kelley  and 
Bishop  Paulo  Ayres  Mattos  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  students  participating  who  are 
from  Africa.  Asia.  Eastern  Europe,  the 
Caribbean.  Latin  America  and  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  and  all  students  attending  the 
conference  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
talk  with  one  of  these  people  in  small 
groups. 


"The  president  of  the  Philippines’  Stu¬ 
dent  Christian  Federation,  the  president 
of  the  Zimbabwe  Student  Christian  Move¬ 
ment  and  students  from  Kenya’s  and 
South  Korea's  Student  Christian  Move¬ 
ments  will  be  some  of  the  people  those 
participating  will  have  the  chance  to 
talk  with."  Nichols  said. 

With  international  representation 
among  its  leadership,  students  from  di¬ 
verse  backgrounds,  and  the  various  mod¬ 
els  of  campus  ministry  that  will  be  on 
hand,  it  will  be  a  gathering  exemplary  of 
the  human  mosaic  which  is  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Students  are  involved  in  all  aspects  of 
the  conference,  from  planning,  present¬ 
ing  exhibits  which  depict  their  campus 
or  conference  activities,  to  worship. 

A  conference  fee  of  $175  will  cover 
registration,  room,  meals,  and  parking. 
If  there  is  any  last  minute  interest  in  at¬ 
tending  Jubilee  '87,  please  contact  Rev. 
Randy  Nichols  at  LSU.  (504)  344-7695. 
There  may  still  be  scholarship  money 
available. 


HELPING  HANDS  —  Every  week, 
the  Food  Distribution  Program  of  the 
Noel  UMC  in  Shreveport  assists  nearly 
80  families  and  requires  about  50  hours 
of  volunteer  service  to  provide  the  nec¬ 
essary  purchasing,  stocking  and  distrib¬ 
uting.  The  need  for  food  intensifies  as 
the  Christmas  season  approaches  and 
the  weather  turns  colder.  Pictured  is 
Donna  Davis,  program  director,  who 
says  the  number  of  needy  families  in  the 
Shreveport  community  continues  to 
grow.  In  1987,  2,066  bags  of  groceries 
were  given  out  with  the  help  of  20  volun¬ 
teers.  Several  of  the  children's  Sunday 
School  classes  take  their  food  to  the 
Neighborhood  House  and  learn  where 
the  food  goes.  Mission  is  showing  love  to 
all  of  God’s  children,  whoever  they  are, 
wherever  they  are.  Dr.  Charles  Sim¬ 
mons  and  Rev.  Van  Dickens  serve  as  the 
ministers  of  Noel. 


Outreach  Project  Taking  Applications 


Mountain  T.O.P.  (Tennessee  Outreach 
Project)  is  now  accepting  Church  youth 
group  and  staff  applications  for  its  1988 
Summer  Service  Project  and  Day  Camp 
Programs.  Mountain  T.O.P.  is  a  mission 
agency  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
and  is  located  in  the  Tennessee  Confer¬ 
ence. 

The  Day  Camp  Ministry  is  a  ministry 
of  outreach  geared  toward  children  of 
the  Cumberland  Mountains.  The  ministry 
is  carried  out  In  base  camps  which  the 
children  come  to  during  the  daytime, 
The  Day  Camp  program  is  a  tremendous 
opportunity  to  build  relationships  with 
other  youth,  let  your  youth  learn  to  be 
role  models  for  children,  and  be  in  out¬ 
reach  to  others.  This  program  is  very  re¬ 
warding  and  the  dates  for  the  program 
are.  June  12-18;  June  26-July  2;  July  10- 
16:  July  24-30. 

The  Service  Project  mission  enables 


youth  to  spend  a  week  in  the  Cumberland 
Mountains  doing  home  repair  projects 
for  families  in  need.  This  includes  paint¬ 
ing.  porch  repair,  roof  repair,  underpin¬ 
ning  and  much  more.  Each  camp  has 
70-100  youth  and  adults  from  a  variety  of 
denominations  and  several  states.  The 
dates  for  this  program  are:  June  19-25; 
July  3-9;  July  17-23;  July  31-August  6. 

Staff  applications  are  now  available 
for  youth  who  have  finished  high  school 
by  the  1988  Summer.  We  will  be  re¬ 
cruiting  approximately  50  summer  staff. 
These  people  should  be  committed  to 
serving  the  Lord,  learning  leadership 
skills,  and  offering  10  weeks  totally  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  Lord! 

If  you  or  someone  you  know  is  inter¬ 
ested.  please  contact:  Jerry  Mecaskey, 
2704  12th  Avenue  South,  Nashville,  Ten¬ 
nessee  37204.  or  call  (615)  298-1575.  LET 
US  HEAR  FROM  YOU! 


Meeting  Announcement 


This  announcement  is  directed  to  all 
Conference  Board  of  Laity  members,  all 
District  Board  of  Laity  Officers  and  all 
District  Superintendents.  There  will  be  a 


Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting  on 
January  16.  1988  from  10  a.m.  until  2 
p.m.  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria. 


St.  Charles  UMC  Receives  Bob 


Lay  Memorial  1 OOO  Club  Grant 


A  new.  vibrant  United  Methodist 
Church  has  been  added  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  the  St.  Charles  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  newly  organized  St.  Charles  UMC 
in  Destrehan.  in  the  New  Orleans-Houma 
District,  was  the  recipient  of  a  check  for 
$75,000  in  late  October  from  the  Bob  Lay 
Memorial  1000  Club.  This  church  was  the 
subject  of  the  1986-87  1000  Club  Call, 
having  been  in  existence  for  a  little  over 
a  year. 


At  present,  the  congregation  numbers 
120  and  is  holding  services  in  the  Or¬ 
mond  Country  Club,  some  25  miles  west 
of  downtown  New  Orleans.  The  pastor, 
Rev.  Dick  Humphries,  leads  an  enthusi¬ 
astic  congregation  and  they  are  looking 
forward  in  their  building  program  to  the 
time  when  they  will  have  their  new  sanc¬ 
tuary.  which  will  be  located  not  far  from 
the  Country  Club  buildings. 

At  this  time,  an  architectural  compa¬ 
ny  has  been  chosen  and  the  building  com¬ 
mittee  is  at  work. 


—  Cecil  Bland,  1000  Club  Conference  Chairman,  presents  a  check  for 
$75,000  to  Jack  H.  Sanders,  St.  Charles  UMC  building  committee  chairman,  while 
Rev.  Dick  Humphries,  pastor  and  Scott  Mannen,  church  treasurer,  look  on. 


Advance  Specials  are  Important 
to  United  Methodism’s  Missions 


Now  that  it’s  again  time  to  be  planning 
for  the  coming  year,  let's  not  overlook  a 
truly  great  way  to  be  in  mission,  the  Ad¬ 
vance. 

United  Methodism's  channel  for  sec¬ 
ond  mile  giving  (World  Service  and  Con¬ 
ference  Benevolences  are  the  first  mile), 
the  Advance  provides  the  opportunity  of 
choosing  a  single  project  from  among 
many,  with  the  assurance  that  100  per¬ 
cent  of  each  gift  goes  to  the  project  se¬ 


lected.  The  15  Conference  Advance 
Specials  listed  on  page  188  of  the  Journal 
and  the  many  projects  described  in  Part¬ 
nership  in  Missions  (each  pastor  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  copy)  are  unique  examples  of 
love  applied  in  critical  areas  of  need. 

Each  church,  regardless  of  how  small, 
is  encouraged  to  adopt  at  least  one  Con¬ 
ference  and  one  General  Advance  Spe¬ 
cial.  It’s  the  way  to  grow! 
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New  findings  support  old  teachings  Let’s  reclaim  Santa  as  sign  of  God9 s  love 

c 


Traditional  Christian  teachings  on  sex¬ 
ual  morality  were  reinforced  recently  by 
an  unlikely  source. 

A  National  Bureau  of  Economic  Re¬ 
search  study  found  that  couples  who  live 
together  before  marrying  have  nearly  an 
80  percent  higher  divorce  rate  than  those 
who  do  not. 

Information  for  the  study  was  gath¬ 
ered  in  Sweden,  where  cohabitation  re¬ 
portedly  Is  more  common  than  In  the 
United  States.  But  the  authors  point  out 
that  the  trend  Is  similar  In  this  country, 
where  cohabiting  has  quadrupled  in  the 
past  decade. 

"We  are  not  saying  In  any  way  that  co¬ 
habiting  causes  higher  divorce  rates," 
said  a  Yale  sociologist  who  is  one  of  the 
study's  authors  He  added: 

"What  we  are  saying  is  that  It  appears 
that  people  who  cohabit  premaritally 
are  less  committed  to  the  institution  and 
are  more  Inclined  to  divorce  than  people 
who  don’t  live  together." 

That  should  come  as  no  surprise  to 
those  who  view  such  matters  from  a 
Christian  perspective. 

That  perspective  regards  "living  togeth¬ 
er,"  even  if  purportedly  to  help  couples 
learn  before  marriage  if  they're  sexually 
compatible  and  suited  for  marriage,  as 
putting  the  cart  before  the  horse. 

It  also  goes  a  step  beyond  what  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  study  In  Sweden  conclude: 
Sexual  relations  before  marriage  are 
likely  to  diminish  trust  if  a  couple  later 
decides  to  marry. 

Such  people  have  already  shown  that 
they  are  evaluating  a  relationship  on 
"sexual  compatibility"  and  not  commit¬ 
ment— a  standard  likely  to  increase 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


rather  than  reduce  uncertainty  about  the 
other's  commitment  to  sexual  fidelity. 

Although  many  people  today  frown 
upon  Christian  teachings  as  old-fash¬ 
ioned,  their  basic  truth  remains  Intact: 
Mutual  trust  based  on  a  public  vow  of 
commitment  and  fidelity  Is  far  more  im¬ 
portant  than  sexual  compatibility  as  the 
basis  for  a  healthy,  stable  marriage. 
Such  trust  should  develop  before  a  rela¬ 
tionship  Is  consummated  sexually. 

Unfortunately,  in  a  culture  saturated 
with  sex  and  sexual  Innuendo  via  movies, 
TV  and  popular  music,  It  Is  difficult  for 
many  people,  particularly  youth,  to 
"keep  their  heads  on  straight"  regarding 
the  proper  place  of  sex  in  human  life, 

The  study  In  Sweden  reminds  us  that 
Christian  teachings  remain  a  trustwor¬ 
thy  guide  for  helping  people  "get 
straight"  about  such  matters, 

Those  teachings  Include  the  following: 

/  Sex  is  a  good  gift  from  God  that 
properly  finds  fulfillment  in  monoga¬ 
mous  marriage. 

/Sexual  compatibility  is  one  bless¬ 
ing  among  many  In  a  good  marital  rela¬ 
tionship  More  often  than  not,  such 
compatibility  is  a  result  of,  not  the  cause 
of,  relational  maturity  between  a  hus¬ 
band  and  wife. 

/  Restricting  sex  to  marriage  reminds 
us  that  some  things  are  far  more  basic  and 
important  to  life's  meaning  than  sexual 
urges  and  sexual  compatibility. 

/  A  common  commitment  to  God  and 
to  values  that  grow  out  of  a  shared 
faith— fidelity,  honesty,  integrity  and 
love— provide  the  soil  in  which  all  hu¬ 
man  relationships  best  flourish. 


By  STEPHEN  WENDE 

I'm  tired  of  hearing  people  run  down 
Santa  Claus! 

Everywhere  I  turn,  people  are  saying 
that  we  have  to 
throw  out  Santa 
Claus  and  all  the 
commercialism  of 
Christmas  and  get 
back  to  the  essence  > 
of  the  season:  Jesus,  | 
born  In  Bethlehem. 

The  Instincts  of  I _  _  _ 

the  people  who  say  Stephen  Wende 
that  are  wonderful.  We  do  have  to  cut 
through  the  materialistic  swamp  and  re¬ 
discover  the  central  miracle— that  God 
became  like  us  so  that  we  could  become 
like  Him. 

But  let's  not  Include  Santa  in  the 
things  we  throw  awayl  Santa's  been 
working  his  heart  out  for  Jesus  for  1,600 
years,  and  if  his  Image  is  warped,  it’*  our 
fault,  not  his. 

Santa  (or  more  properly,  St.  Nicholas) 
started  In  Asia  Minor  in  the  fourth  centu¬ 
ry,  He  was  renowned  for  his  oompassion. 
Born  into  an  extremely  wealthy  family, 
he  very  quickly  gave  all  of  his  money 
away. 

The  living  image  of  Jesus? 

He  became  a  bishop  of  the  church 
(that's  what  you  do  with  people  who  can't 
handle  money— put  them  to  work  for  the 
church),  and  his  contemporaries  thought 
he  was  the  living  image  of  Jesus. 

He  did  not  like  to  embarrass  people  in 
need,  so  he  would  sneak  up  on  them  and 
leave  gifts  for  them  to  find  later.  His 
special  concerns  were  the  poor  and  the 


Letters  show  me  I’m  not  alone 


To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  letter  submit¬ 
ted  by  Ellen  Rowan  protesting  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  selection  of  letters  for  the 
‘Letters  to  the  Editor”  column  (see 
UMR.  Nov.  27). 

I  have  written  letters  before  objecting 
to  the  priorities  of  our  conference.  None 
was  published.  But  in  the  “Letters  to  the 
Editor”  column,  I  find  I  am  not  alone  in 
my  "fears”  about  the  future  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

If  everyone  sat  back  and  “left  well 
enough  alone,"  I'm  afraid  our  denomina¬ 
tion  would  turn  into  a  dictatorship.  The 
average  member  would  not  know  the  di¬ 
rection  the  church  today  is  taking. 

Thank  you  for  being  so  informative. 

Sarah  Hubler 
Gordon,  Pennsylvania 
Letter  policy  supported 

To  the  Editor: 

Ellen  Rowan,  in  her  Nov.  27  letter,  re¬ 
veals  that  she  is  disturbed.  She  feels  that 
too  many  "uninformed  and  disturbed 
people"  have  letters  published  in  the  Re¬ 
porter. 

She  suggests  that  "letters  expressing 
ignorance  and  pathological  fear  and  hos¬ 
tility”  should  not  be  published.  I,  too,  am 
disturbed. 

Ms.  Rowan,  and  likely  many  other 
readers,  may  be  uninformed  about  the 
policy  of  selection  of  letters.  The  editors 
have  assured  us  that  letters  appearing  in 
the  Reporter  are  representative  of  all 
letters  received. 

I  hope  that  will  continue  to  be  the  poli¬ 
cy.  Both  Ms.  Rowan  and  I  lament  that 
too  many  letters  reveal  attitudes  that 
are  not  appropriate.  However,  the  edi¬ 
tors  cannot  correct  that  by  not  publish¬ 
ing  these  letters. 

John  Cox 

Lafayette,  Colorado 

Bishop  Job  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  God  for  people  like  Pamela 
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Ramp  and  Wallace  Umber.  In  their  let¬ 
ters  to  you  in  the  Nov.  20  Issue,  they 
voiced  support  for  the  Hymnal  Commit¬ 
tee. 

I  don't  know  one  thing  about  the  deliber¬ 
ations  of  the  hymnal  committee.  I  know 
only  Bishop  Reuben  Job  (Iowa  Area). 

Those  of  us  who  know  Bishop  Job 
know  that  any  committee  he  is  on,  much 
less  chairing,  will  get  a  great  deal  of 
spiritual  Input  from  him. 

We  know  that  hundreds  of  hours  of 
prayer  and  Bible  study  have  gone  into 
the  preparation  of  the  new  hymnal  and 
its  content.  Would  that  all  of  us  do  the 
same  in  preparing  to  receive  it. 

Clayton  Berry 
Rochester,  Pennsylvania 

Open  letter  gets  second 

To  the  Editor: 

Larry  Elsenberg's  "open  letter"  to 
Randolph  Nugent  in  the  Nov.  13  issue  has 
finally  said  what  needs  to  be  said  about 
the  mission  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  with  the  voice  of  one  who  has 
"been  there  and  paid  his  dues." 

Mr.  Eisenberg  has  the  right  to  speak, 
and  I  believe  he  Is  saying  the  right  thing! 


When  all  the  rhetoric  and  argument 
are  sifted  out,  the  fundamental  Issue  for 
our  denomination  still  Is  the  question  Je¬ 
sus  asked:  "Who  do  you  say  that  I  am?" 

If  Jesus  Is  God  the  Son,  then  every¬ 
thing  hinges  on  our  personal  relationship 
with  Jesus,  and  the  mission  of  the  church 
Is  to  foster  that  relationship  in  all  the 
ways  it  can. 

Then  the  activities  of  the  church's  mis¬ 
sion  arm  must  center  in  Jesus  Christ. 

If  Jesus  Is  anything  less,  then  we  are 
Indeed  moving  toward  unitarianlsm  and/ 
or  universalism,  and  it  doesn't  matter 
what  we  do.  It  will  all  be  wasted  effort. 

I  enthusiastically  applaud  Mr.  Eisen- 
berg's  willingness  to  testify  to  his  own 
theological  pilgrimage.  He  has  indeed 
put  his  finger  on  the  root  of  the  problem. 
I  am  concerned  that  my  church  share 
and  teach  his  outlook. 

I  also  have  given  support  to  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  United  Methodists  for 
the  same  reason  he  has.  May  Jesus 
Christ— God  the  Son— be  returned  to  His 
rightful  place  at  the  very  center  of  the 
life  of  our  once-great  denomination! 

Richard  F.  Bayard 
Armona,  California 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Bethlehem  mystique  is  reminder 
of  need  to  know  Christ9 s  reality 


When  I  stepped  down  into  the  manger 
grotto  beneath  the  Church  of  the  Nativity 
in  Bethlehem,  I  didn't  know  what  I  would 
see  nor  what  my  feel¬ 
ings  might  be. 

I  suspected  that  this 
most  likely  was  not 
really  the  place  where 
Jesus  was  born.  And 
yet.  1  had  a  feeling  of 
anticipation.  ( 

The  area  was 
crowded  with  people  Gan  Louis 
moving  about  for  the  best  view,  They 
were  particularly  Interested  in  the  best 
advantage  for  a  photograph.  Like  the 
others,  I  Jostled  for  position, 

After  all,  I  wanted  my  personal  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  star  on  the  floor  marking  the 
spot  of  Jesus'  birth— even  though  I  knew 
how  unlikely  It  la  that  It  Is  the  spot, 

This  place  Is  a  long  way  from  the  real 
thing,  I  thought,  as  I  focused  for  one 
more  shot.  This  ornate  setting  beneath 
the  magnificent  edifice  standing  above  It 
certainly  belies  the  humble  stable  and 
manger  of  Matthew's  account. 

Having  taken  two  shots,  or  was  it  three 
just  to  be  sure.  I  backed  off  into  a  corner 
just  to  watch  the  people.  I  now  realize  I 
was  watching  them  in  the  hope  of  identi¬ 
fying  the  mystique  I  felt  about  this  place. 

A  man  of  middle  years  walks  directly 
to  the  spot,  squats  down  and  reaches  out 
rather  cautiously  to  touch  the  star  on  the 
floor  Then,  as  though  drawn  by  some  un¬ 
seen  force,  he  slowly  shifts  to  his  knees 
and  bends  to  kiss  the  star. 


A  well-dressed  woman  of  mature 
years  enters  the  grotto  and  glides  in  an 
arch  and  slows  to  a  halt  at  a  comfortable 
distance  directly  in  front  of  the  manger. 
She  stares  at  the  star— seemingly  awe¬ 
struck  by  what  she  sees. 

An  older  woman,  clutching  a  rosary, 
slips  into  the  grotto  oblivious  to  the  rest 
of  us.  She  makes  her  way  on  feeble  legs 
straight  to  the  star,  carefully  lowers  her¬ 
self  to  her  knees  and  rocks  forward  until 
she  can  touch  her  lips  reverently  to  the 
cold  floor. 

Each  of  them  appeared  certain  that 
something  sacred  happened  here 

I  began  to  realise  that  even  with  my 
doubts  about  this  sight  being  the  place 
where  Jesus  was  born,  Just  to  be  in  Beth¬ 
lehem— and  even  in  this  spot  — reaf¬ 
firmed  that  something  holy  and 
world-shaping  occurred  2,00(1  years  ago. 

The  experience  of  Christ  In  one's  own 
life  can  cause  a  tourist  attraction  to  be¬ 
come  a  shrine  or  make  a  pilgrim  of  a 
tourist. 

Christmas  reminds  that  It  is  not  neces¬ 
sary,  however,  to  be  on  pilgrimage  in  Beth¬ 
lehem,  or  to  kneel  at  the  spot,  to  have  our 
experience  of  Christ  reaffirmed. 

We  need  only  to  share  the  ministry  of  Je¬ 
sus  and  the  good  news  that  God  did  some¬ 
thing  miraculous  through  him  long  ago  at  a 
particular  spot  that  now  has  universal  and 
eternal  significance  for  humanity. 

At  the  moment  and  in  the  place  that  such 
sharing  occurs,  the  Christ  is  born  again. 

-DANIEL  J.  LOUIS 


children,  and  he  was  a  tireless  crusader 
lor  social  Justice  as  well  as  personal 
charity. 

After  his  death,  he  was  declared  a 
saint  by  the  church.  Yet,  death  didn't 
slow  him  down  very  much.  He  has  been 
seen  in  countries  all  over  the  world  ever 
since. 

Sometimes  he  is  riding  on  horseback, 
sometimes  on  a  camel.  In  at  least  a  few 
Instances,  he  has  been  spotted  in  a  cart 
pulled  by  two  goats  (named  Cracker  and 
Gnasher), 

His  first  confirmed  sighting  In  Ameri¬ 
ca  was  In  1821,  He  was  reported  by  Dr. 
Clement  Clark  Moore,  professor  of  divin¬ 
ity  at  the  General  Theological  Seminary 
in  New  York. 

Dr.  Moore  was  so  excited  that  he 
wrote  a  poem  about  his  experience,  Ap¬ 
parently,  he  wasn't  too  sure  how  his  fel¬ 
low  scholars  at  the  seminary  would 
respond  to  the  report,  so  he  left  his  name 
off  the  first  publication. 

The  poem;  however,  has  become  a  de¬ 
finitive  statement  of  how  St.  Nicholas 
has  chosen  to  appear  in  our  country  (with 
reindeer,  this  time),  You  could  not  ask 
for  a  more  credible  witness  than  Dr. 
Moore. 

"  ’Twas  the  night  before  Christmas/ 
When  all  through  the  house  /  Not  a  crea¬ 
ture  was  stirring/  Not  even  a  mouse." 

Let’s  reclaim  him 

Throw  out  Santa?  That’s  absurd!  Let's 
reclaim  him,  instead! 

Let's  make  sure  our  children  know 
that  St.  Nicholas  does  what  he  does  as  an 
expression  of  Christ's  love.  He  gives  toys 
with  abandon  and  joy  in  the  giving  in  the 
same  way  that  God  gives  life  and  love 
and  everything  we  have. 

And  like  God  Himself,  St.  Nicholas 
gives  and  then  asks  us  to  share  with  oth¬ 
ers. 

That  reminds  me.  Do  you  know  why 
we  have  stockings  on  the  mantle?  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Angela  Carter,  author  of 
"Saints  and  Strangers,"  the  tradition  be¬ 
gan  when  Bishop  Nicholas  (back  before 
he  became  a  saint)  heard  about  a  very 
poor  man  with  only  one  leg. 

The  man  was  so  poor  that  he  could  af¬ 
ford  only  one  stocking,  which  he  would 
wash  out  each  night  and  hang  by  the  fire¬ 
place  to  dry. 
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Bishop  Nicholas  wanted  to  give  the 
man  some  money,  but  he  coud  not  find  a 
way  into  the  man  s  house.  The  doors  and 
windows  were  all  locked  securely.  So  fi¬ 
nally.  he  crawled  up  on  the  roof. 

He  knew  the  man  couldn't  afford  a 
fire,  so  he  decided  it  was  safe  to  drop  the 
purse  full  of  money  down  the  chimney. 
He  expected  it  to  land  in  the  fireplace, 
but  instead  it  dropped  right  into  the 
stocking  that  had  been  left  hanging  to 
dry— where  it  was  found  by  the  one- 
legged  man  when  he  awakened. 

And  that  next  day,  it  was  Christmas. 
As  Jesus  said  to  His  disciples,  “Go  thou, 


and  do  likewise.” 

" Here  l  Stand "  Is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Stephen  Wende 
is  the  senior  minister  of  University  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas  (Southwest  Texas  con/erencej.  His 
article  is  reprinted  from  the  Southwest 
Texas  edition  of  the  Reporter. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Word  made  flesh  to  dwell  among  us, 
God's  pure  love  in  human  guise— 

So  came  Christ  in  earthly  fashion, 

God  revealed  to  human  eyes. 

Angels  sang  out,  wise  men  worshiped, 
Shepherds  came  their  joy  to  show. 
Lambs  and  donkeys  shared  his  birthplace, 
Basking  in  love's  warming  glow. 


Word  JVlade  CFlesh 

Darkness,  chosen  once  by  people, 

Could  not  stand  the  awesome  ray. 

Star,  magnificent  in  brilliance, 

Heralded  eternal  day. 

No  less  today,  our  world  like  His, 
Chooses  darkness  over  light; 

Seeking  shelter  in  Its  blindness. 

Shuns  the  brightness,  wanting  night. 
But  the  radiance  of  that  manger 


Knows  not  bounds;  it  shines  its  blaze 
'Cross  the  centuries,  'round  the  planet  — 
Limitless  its  Joyful  rays. 

Word  made  flesh,  He  dwells  among  us, 
God's  pure  love  Is  ours  today. 

May  the  glory  of  His  presence 
Illuminate  your  Christmas  Day. 

-ROY  E,  WEBSTER 


Disciple 


REGISTER  NOW 
1988  WINTER 
DISCIPLE  BIBLE  STUDY 

TRAINING  SCHEDULE 

Nashville:  Jan.  12-14 
Tampa:  Jan.  19-21 
Houston:  Jan.  26-28 
Philadelphia:  Feb.  2-4. 

To  register,  call  toll  free: 

1-800-672-1789 
(west  of  the  Rockies,  call 
1-800-251-8591). 

Or,  write  to: 

DISCIPLE  Bible  Study 
Attn.:  Wini  Grizzle,  Room  248 
P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 


Enhance  discipleship  in  the  church 
and  in  your  life— for  you  and  for 
your  congregation's  leadership. 


"DISCIPLE  is  already  notably  impacting  the  life  of 
many  congregations.  The  unique  strengths  of 
DISCIPLE  are  its  transformational  thrust,  trusting 
God's  speaking  to  all  who  openly  study  the 
Scriptures,  and  its  integration  with  DISCIPLE' s 
superlative  resources.  DISCIPLE  is  designed  to 
challenge,  inform  and  form  anew  our  people  .  .  .  our 
leaders  ...  the  very  Church  itself.'' — Gordon 
Stapleton,  Conference  Council  Director,  Peninsula 
Conference 

At  the  DISCIPLE  Training  Seminary,  pastors  will 
be  guided  in  the  effective  use  of  the  new  study, 
DISCIPLE:  Becoming  Disciples  Through  Bible  Study.  In 
the  DISCIPLE  process,  local  church  leaders  are 
counseled  and  advised  on  how  to  make  the  best 
use  of  their  skills,  abilities,  and  gifts,  and  those  of 
their  congregations.  DISCIPLE  can  have  a 
far-reaching  effect  in  stimulating  development  of 
biblically  nurtured  and  inspired  Christian  disciples 
who  will  make  commitments  to  help  lead  your 
church  to  stronger  service  in  Christ. 


PARTICIPANTS  HAVE  COMMENTED: 


"Thl»  is  the  most  visionary  plan  for  church  renewal  I 
have  seen  In  my  20  years  as  pastor," — Charlotte. 

"The  training  was  well  organized,  presented  with 
clarity,  and  Inspirational.  I  found  It  all  helpful,"— 
Portland 

"The  session's  experiences  were  excellent,  yes,  but 
the  fellowship  ana  atmosphere  also  mad*  It  a  time  of 


"Disciple  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  church  and  I  am 
glad  to  be  In  ot  Its  beginning." 


I'm  excited  and  I  a 


commitment  and 


I  appreciate 
skills." 


the  Publishing  House 


spiritual  refreshment  am 
more 


renewal  for  me,"— Haiti- 


"The  trainer's  approach  was  terrific  .  .  .  made  us  feel 
we  could  do  it .  .  .  spoke  from  the  heart  of  his 
faith."— Portland 


©Cokesbury 

BOOKS  •  SISLES  •  CHURCH  SURPLUS  / 

Register  Now!  Enrollment  is  limited  for  each  location 


"An  extremely  well  organized  workshop,  with  good 
adherence  to  time  lines.  Those  Involved  In  the 
presentation  were  wonderful— extremely  knowledge¬ 
able  and  very  effective." 


What  Registration  Includes: 

Your  church's  registration  investment  includes  13 
Student  Manuals  and  Certificates,  a  set  of  video¬ 
tapes,  Dick  Murray's  Teaching  the  Bible  to  Adults  and 
Youth,  a  teacher's  guide,  and  room  and  meals  for 
three  days — at  a  cost  of  $800.  For  each  additional 
person  from  your  church,  the  cost  is  only  $250. 
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United  Methodists  join  Christmas 
coalition  seeking  end  to  war  toys 


WASHINGTON— United  Methodist  diaconal  minister  Rena  Yocom  from  Kansas  passed  the  light  of  peace  during 
a  prayer  vigil  which  preceded  and  continued  through  last  week’s  summit  meeting  of  President  Reagan  and  Soviet 
leader  Mikhail  Gorbachev.  Ms.  Yocom  is  an  officer  in  the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the  U.S.A.,  a  sponsoring 
group  of  the  vigil  at  the  Washington  (Episcopal)  Cathedral.  united  methodist  news  service  photo  by  Robert  lear 


leaders 
‘overture  to 

By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Thanksgiving  for  an 
“overture  to  hope,”  seasoned  with  a 
splash  of  caution,  characterized  United 
Methodist  leaders’  response  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States-Soviet  summit. 

"Now  that  both  principals  have  pro- 
-  claimed  the  summit’s  success,  pointing  to 
the  probability  of  future  treaties  beyond 
the  one  just  signed,  there  is  ample  cause 
for  praise  to  almighty  God,"  Bishop  Earl 
G.  Hunt  Jr.,  Lakeland,  Fla.,  president  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  said  Dec.  11. 

“All  of  what  has  happened  is  an  over¬ 
ture  to  hope.  The  road  to  peace  is  of  ne¬ 
cessity  long  and  torturous,  but  the 
Washington  conversations  may  have  set 
a  weary  world’s  frightened  feet  upon  it 
more  surely  than  any  other  event  in  re¬ 
cent  years.” 

Even  small  step  is  hopeful 

A  bishop  closely  identified  with  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  widely-hailed  pasto¬ 
ral  letter,  "In  Defense  of  Creation,”  C. 
Dale  White  of  New  York,  said  “Even  a 
small  start  toward  the  destruction  of  a 
nuclear  stockpile  is  a  powerful  sign  of 
hope.”  However,  he  cautioned,  “It’s  only 
a  first  step  on  a  long  journey,  which  needs 
to  sober  us  in  the  midst  of  our  celebra¬ 
tion." 

Bishop  White  co-chaired  with  Bishop  C. 
P.  Minnick  Jr.,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  the  cornmit- 
'tee  that  produced  the  pastoral  letter. 

Bishop  Minnick  said  he  was  "extremely 
pleased  and  happy"  about  the  meeting. 

"I  believe  our  president  is  committed 
to  continuing  such  meetings  which  surely 
enhances  the  possibilities  of  total  nucle¬ 
ar  disarmament  and  world  peace,”  Bish- 


’  response  to  summit: 
hope,’  splash  of  caution 


op  Minnick  added. 

The  Rev.  Alan  Geyer,  a  professor  at 
Wesley  Seminary  in  Washington  and 
principal  writer  of  the  nuclear  pastoral, 
offered  “two  cheers  for  the  summit.” 

It  represents  “some  very  positive 
achievements,"  even  if  all  the  hopes 
voiced  by  both  the  U.S.  and  U.S.S.R.,  and 
by  religious  leaders,  were  not  fulfilled, 
Dr.  Geyer  observed.  "The  summit  drama¬ 
tized  the  possibility  for  peacemaking.” 

‘New  thinking’  evidenced 

Another  seminary  professor  and  veter¬ 
an  Soviet  visitor,  the  Rev.  James  E.  Will 
of  Garrett-Evangelical  in  Evanston,  Ill., 
said  he  saw  in  the  four  days  evidences 
that  the  "new  thinking”  the  Soviets  “con¬ 
stantly  refer  to”  is  actually  happening. 
"When  you  are  dealing  with  weapons  of 
indiscriminate  destruction  as  we  now 
have,  notions  of  winning  and  losing  by 
use  of  those  weapons  is  old  thinking.” 

The  Rev.  John  Johannaber,  Camp  Hill, 
Pa.,  a  pastor  in  Moscow  from  1983  to  1986, 
said  the  “sheer  humanity”  of  the  Soviet 
representatives  "has  awakened  Americans 
who  had  stereotypes  of  the  Soviet  people” 
to  the  realization  that  theirs  “is  a  human¬ 
ity  that  is  very  rich  and  fine.” 

However,  said  Dr.  Johannaber,  “the 
warning  we  should  receive  is  that  the 
whole  Soviet  system  is  much  more  com¬ 
plex,  and  maybe  not  quite  so  benign,  as 
the  very  gracious  and  very  effective  per¬ 
sonal  forthcoming  of  Gorbachev  (would 
seem  to  indicate.)” 

Pat  Callbeck  Harper,  Helena,  Mont.,  a 
vice  president  of  the  church’s  Women’s 
Division  who  visited  the  U.S.S.R.  earlier 
this  year,  said  she  hopes  Mr.  Gorbachev 
takes  his  reception  in  the  U.S.  "as  a  sign 


that  he  has  support  around  the  world  for 
joining  with  President  Reagan  in  reduc¬ 
ing  the  nuclear  catastrophe  threat.” 

Proverb  offers  guidance 

A  World  Methodist  leader,  President 
Norman  E.  Dewire  of  Methodist  Theologi¬ 
cal  School  in  (Delaware)  Ohio,  cited  the 
proverb  of  “trust  but  verify"  in  dealing 
with  the  Soviets,  and  said  “the  U.S.  has 
been  living  with  the  emphasis  on  verify; 
now,  we  are  finding  some  seeds  of  trust.” 

Dr.  Dewire,  who  chairs  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council’s  Committee  on  Social  and 
International  Affairs,  called  the  treaty 
signed  during  the  meeting  “an  important 
symbol."  The  challenge,  he  said,  “is  going 
to  be  to  get  inside  that  symbolism.  Our  de¬ 
sire  for  peace  must  be  brave  enough  to  see 
not  only  the  flaws  of  the  enemy,  but  also 
the  flaws  of  our  own  nation.” 

Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  of  Indianapo¬ 
lis,  a  member  of  the  UMC’s  International 
Panel,  joined  Bishop  Hunt  in  citing  the 
significance  for  Christians  of  the  sum¬ 
mit’s  Advent  setting. 

"This  gift  of  peace  and  reconciliation  . . . 
should  strengthen  and  encourage  our  com¬ 
mitment  to  work  and  pray  for  that  new 
’ethic  of  reciprocity’  which  can  bring 
wholeness  and  shalom  within  the  human 
family,"  said  the  Indiana  Area  leader. 

Christians,  said  Bishop  Hunt,  "will  re¬ 
member  again  an  ancie.it  choir  of  angels 
proclaiming  peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  among  all  human  beings.” 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
said  he  believes  a  prayer  vigil  such  as  that 
held  at  Washington  Cathedral  throughout 
the  summit  “should  continue  until  peace  is 
declared  by  the  superpowers.” 


Christmas  6 balloon 5  fit  to  hurst  anew 

Holiday  preparations  create  joy,  traditions,  nostalgia  for  all 


By  JEAN  A.  BRAY 

Some  years  ago  a  small  first  grade 
boy,  with  many  appropriate  gestures,  de¬ 
scribed  Christmas  as  a  balloon  that  kept 
getting  bigger,  bigger,  and  bigger-r-r  un¬ 
til— bang— it  popped. 

In  today's  world  there  might  not  be  a 
better  description  for  an  American 
Christmas. 

Since  men  often  leave  most  of  the  sea¬ 
sonal  preparation  to  women,  the  latter 
may  spend  the  whole  month  from 
Thanksgiving  to  Dec.  25  getting  ready. 

After  doing  the  shopping,  package 
wrapping  and  mailing,  card  preparation, 
“necessary"  house  cleaning,  baking,  and 
decorating,  and  perhaps  attending  a 
round  of  parties— all  while  possibly 
managing  a  full-time  job  in  the  business 
world— no  wonder  they  are  often  ready 
to  collapse  by  the  end  of  Christmas  Day. 

For  young  children,  all  this  prepara¬ 
tion  is  part  of  blowing  up  the  balloon. 
Most  adults  look  back  to  the  Christmases 
of  their  childhood  with  nostalgia. 

As  children  grow  older,  even  the  disap¬ 


pearance  of  Santa  from  the  event  seldom 
dampens  enthusiasm,  and  in  many  cases 
the  real  meaning  of  Christmas  and  the 
desire  to  give  an  exciting,  loving  gift 
adds  a  more  mature  pleasure.  Even 
young  adults  who  have  left  the  family 
nest  often  flock  home  for  the  holidays. 

For  older  people,  however,  Christmas 
might  be  better  described  in  terms  of  a 
windup  toy.  After  years  of  buzzing 
around  in  the  holiday  season,  it  slowly 
unwinds,  and  gradually  Christmas  be¬ 
comes  different. 

Marriage  of  the  children  is  the  first 
step  towards  the  change.  For  a  while  part 
of  the  family  may  gather  together,  but 
rarely  all  at  the  same  time  as  the  young 
people  scatter  miles  away  or  spend  holi¬ 
days  with  their  spouse’s  family.  Soon 
Christmas  centers  on  the  newest  genera¬ 
tion  of  children. 

As  long  as  possible,  the  oldest  generation 
may  struggle  to  keep  the  old  family  tradi¬ 
tions  alive  and  glowing.  Eventually,  though, 
the  time  comes  when  the  family  unit  has 
dwindled  to  just  one  or  two  people. 


The  Christmas  trees  still  glitter  in 
stores  and  windows,  and  magazines  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  filled  with  recipes,  party  sug¬ 
gestions,  fashions,  seemingly  all  aimed 
at  younger  people. 

That  hollow  feeling  may  not  be  hunger 
as  just  one  or  two  sit  down  to  a  turkey 
dinner.  If  that  happens,  it  is  time  to  re¬ 
wind  the  toy  with  some  new  traditions. 
For  instance,  the  family  might  tempo¬ 
rarily  be  expanded.  Sometimes  children 
from  an  orphanage  can  be  "adopted"  for 
one  day;  a  lonely  "single”  might  jump  at 
an  invitation  to  dinner. 

Christmas  was  born  a  religious  holiday 
but  is  often  condemned  as  being  too  com¬ 
mercialized.  Primarily,  though,  it  is  a 
shared  day.  drawing  people  together  in 
what  can  be  the  most  wonderful  time  of 
the  year.  So.  as  long  as  there  are  families, 
as  long  as  there  are  children,  as  long  as 
their  are  friends,  most  Americans  will 
continue  to  blow  up  balloons  of  excitement 
and  buzz  around  like  windup  toys. 

Jean  A.  Bray  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Houston. 


From  News  Service  and  Staff  Reports 

United  Methodists  have  joined  an  inter¬ 
national  campaign  to  keep  toys  with  war 
themes  from  winning  the  popularity  battle 
with  Christmas  shoppers  this  month. 

In  all,  some  400  groups  in  the  United 
States  and  27  other  countries  are  trying 
to  persuade  consumers  to  resist  buying 
presents  with  violent  or  war  themes,  said 
Dr.  Thomas  Radecki,  director  of  the 
group  coordinating  the  effort. 

The  resistance  forces  include  religious, 
community-service,  child-welfare,  educa¬ 
tion,  veterans  and  peace-advocacy  groups, 
said  Dr.  Radecki  of  the  UM-supported  Na¬ 
tional  Coalition  on  Television  Violence. 

The  month-long  offensive,  dubbed  "In¬ 
ternational  Days  of  Protest  Against  War 
Toys,"  includes  public  demonstrations,  let¬ 
ter-writing  campaigns,  participation  in  ra¬ 
dio  talk  shows,  and  presentations  to  civic 
and  church  groups,  Dr.  Radecki  said.  The 
attack  started  Nov.  28  and  is  to  continue 
through  the  Christmas  buying  season. 

UM  toy  list  offered 

Officials  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society  took 
part  in  a  Nov.  30  news  conference  in 
Washington  that  was  part  of  the  offen¬ 
sive.  There  they  reintroduced  the  "Par¬ 
ents  Guide  to  Non-violent  Toy-buying.” 
The  booklet,  first  published  in  1986,  is 
available  through  the  UMC’s  Disciple- 
ship  Resources  department  in  Nashville. 

Dr.  Beverly  Roberson  Jackson,  who 
heads  the  Department  of  Human  Welfare 
at  the  UM  social-action  agency,  particu¬ 
larly  warned  parents  about  the  new  in¬ 
teractive  “Captain  Power”  toys  and 
accessories  by  Mattel. 

With  those  toys  (priced  from  $20  to 
$70)  children  shoot  at  TV  sets  with  com¬ 
puterized  toy  jet  fighter  guns  while 
watching  "Captain  Power  and  Soldiers  of 
the  Future"— a  daily  half-hour  cartoon 


CHRISTMAS  WINDOW 
Beneath  the  twinkling  Christmas 
tree 

A  little  toy  soldier  stands 
As  straight  and  trim  as  he  can  be, 

An  M-16  in  bis  hands, 

While  overhead  a  speaker  squawks 
Above  the  crowded  Yuletide  walks 
The  old  refrain  made  new  again 
“Peace  on  earth,  good  will  to  men.” 
-  GORDON  PRATT  BAKER 


show  in  many  cities.  Episodes  are  also 
available  on  videocassettes. 

The  computerized  jet  fighters  indicate 
whether  the  player  has  hit  the  "enemy." 

Dr.  Radecki  told  the  Reporter  that, 
based  on  industry  sales  reports,  “Captain 
Power”  is  the  one  war  toy  gaining  popu¬ 
larity  this  season.  Others,  such  as  “G.I. 
Joe,”  “Transformers”  and  “Rambo,” 
are  not  selling  as  well  this  year. 

Toy  influences  behavior 

The  psychiatrist  said  that  children  who 
play  with  “Captain  Power"  toys  show  a 
marked  increase  in  anti-social  behavior- 
hitting,  kicking,  hair-pulling  and  pushing. 

That  conclusion  was  based  on  a  two- 
week  study  by  his  anti-TV  violence  group 
at  a  Lutheran  school  in  Champaign,  Ill., 
Dr.  Radecki  said. 

"Our  three  [age-group]  studies  add  to 
other  research  we  have  done  with  ‘He- 
Man'  and  'Transformers'  and  studies  that 
have  been  done  elsewhere  on  Star  Wars' 
and  seven  older  types  of  war  toys  and 
toy  guns."  he  said. 

“In  each  study,  researchers  have  found 
harmful  increases  in  minor  anti-social 
behavior  in  children." 

The  "Captain  Power”  program  aver¬ 
ages  65  acts  of  violence  in  each  30-min¬ 
ute  episode,  Dr.  Radecki  said.  Those  acts 


include  an  attempted  killing  every  30 
seconds  and  a  murder  a  minute. 

"These  toys  promote  a  model  of  vio¬ 
lent  behavior  out  of  keeping  with  the 
New  Testament,"  Dr  Radecki,  a  Roman 
Catholic,  said. 

Wui  toys  teach  children  the  opposite 
of  loving  your  enemies.  We  are  not  likely 
to  end  war  by  teaching  people  to  dehu¬ 
manize  the  enemy  and  get  excited  about 
killing." 

Other  violent  toys  that  Dr.  Radecki 
urges  parents  to  avoid  include  machine 
guns,  rocket  launchers,  construction  sets 
for  building  war  machines.  “Mad  Scien¬ 
tist"  and  "Gotcha!  Gun.” 

Instead,  he  suggested  toys  that  let  chil¬ 
dren  use  their  imaginations  or  require 
them  to  cooperate  with  others  while 
playing,  such  as  construction  toys. 

‘Gotcha  Gun’  cited 

Dr.  Jackson  and  others  at  the  Nov.  30 
news  conference  in  Washington  also  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  at  the  “Gotcha!  Gun” 
and  its  accompanying  advertising. 

"The  toy  is  dangerous  and  so  is  the 
commercial,"  the  official  of  the  UM  so¬ 
cial-action  agency  said  said. 

In  another  news  conference  in  early  De¬ 
cember,  the  Consumer  Affairs  Committee 
of  Americans  for  Democratic  Action  said 
the  ink-pellet  "Gotcha!  Gun"  is  dangerous 
because  of  the  force  of  its  projectiles. 

Through  its  reports  on  its  research,  the 
National  Coalition  on  TV  Violence  hopes 
to  influence  federal  officials  to  ban  what 
it  calls  “program  length"  commercials 
for  violent  toys,  Dr.  Radecki  said. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Communications  contributed 
$500  to  the  anti-TV  violence  coalition  in 
1986,  said  Nelson  Price,  chief  of  the  UM 
agency's  Public  Media  Division.  He  also 
serves  as  the  coalition's  treasurer. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


|  Handbell  choirs  ring  in  Christmas  at  Walt  Disney  World 


By  GLORIA  GLENN 

ORLANDO,  Fla.— Christmas  is  in  the 
air  at  Walt  Disney  World  Village  as  peo¬ 
ple  gather  for  the  traditional  Nativity 
pageant. 

Among  musical  groups  invited  to  add 
their  notes  to  the  sounds  of  Christmas 
this  year  are  two  of  the  five  handbell 
choirs  sponsored  by  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  nearby  Cocoa. 

His  Vibrations  teenage  choir  was  to 
perform  on  Dec.  12.  The  Spirit  Ringers 
adult  handbell  choir  is  scheduled  to  take 
the  stage  Dec.  20. 

Dressed  in  bright  blue  tunics,  the 
white-gloved  ringers  lift  gleaming  brass 
bells  from  neatly  aligned  rows  on  snow- 
white  tables  and  "ring  out"  music  of  the 
season 

Dir  cting  the  choirs  is  Mary  Ruth  Gal- 
lowr  ,  who  has  a  long  history  of  organiz¬ 
ing  ,nd  directing  bell  choirs.  She  is  the 
w;  d  of  the  Cocoa  church  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Eiuce  Galloway. 


“Since  each  person 
plays  only  one  note  at  a 
time ,  the  melody  is  in¬ 
complete  if  somebody  is 
absent." 

— Mary  Ruth  Galloway 


The  Cocoa  UMC’s  bell  program  start¬ 
ed  last  year.  During  a  church  service, 
Mr.  Galloway  rang  a  bell  from  a  set  on 
loan  from  a  handbell  company  and  told 
the  congregation  they  could  have  their 
own  set  for  $3,500.  One  man  donated 
$4,000  to  make  it  happen. 

Now,  14  months  later,  around  75  peo¬ 
ple  participate  in  five  handbell  choirs, 
and  the  church  owns  60  bells  worth 
$8,000.  The  handbells  cost  $65  to  $300 
apiece,  depending  on  size. 

Each  ringer,  wearing  white  gloves  to 


prevent  pitting  of  bells  and  blisters  on 
hands,  plays  two  to  four  bells. 

Bells  must  be  arranged  in  keyboard 
sequence  and  set  down  again  in  precisely 
the  same  place,  Mrs.  Galloway  said. 

"The  smaller  bells  weigh  only  a  few 
ounces,”  she  added.  "The  largest  ones 
weigh  as  much  as  16  pounds.  I  like  to 
have  a  big  man  play  those,  and  he  some¬ 
times  has  to  wear  double  gloves." 

Mrs.  Galloway  holds  no  auditions  for 
handbell-choir  members,  nor  does  she  re¬ 
quire  any  previous  musical  training.  The 
only  thing  she  asks  is  regular,  punctual 
attendance  at  rehearsals. 

“Since  each  person  plays  only  one  note 
at  a  time,  the  melody  is  incomplete  if 
somebody  is  absent,”  Mrs.  Galloway 
said. 

She  calls  the  dedication  of  choir  mem¬ 
bers  “phenomenal." 

Several  young  couples  bring  their  ba¬ 
bies  to  the  nursery  during  practice  and 
faithfully  attend  special  sessions,  includ¬ 


ing  two-day  workshops.  The  Spirit  Ring¬ 
ers  practice  the  longest  of  any  of  the  five 
bell  choirs— an  hour  and  a  half— at  their 
own  request. 

Sometimes  the  ringers  overcome  al¬ 
most  impossible  obstacles  to  attend 
choir  practice,  Mrs.  Galloway  said. 

One  member  was  in  an  automobile  ac¬ 
cident  on  the  way  to  practice  but  finally 
made  it  about  halfway  through  rehears¬ 
al. 

"Half  of  the  audience  enjoyment  is  es¬ 
thetic,"  Mrs.-  Galloway  says. 

"I  teach  my  ringers  pretty  strokes— 
martellatos  (table  damping),  plucking, 
thumb  damping,  and  long  notes,”  she 
said.  "We  practice  overtones,  achieving 
contrasts  of  loud  and  soft. 

"  And  what  they  see  is  as  important  as 
what  they  hear.” 

Mrs.  Galloway  says  a  tremendous 
amount  of  physical  work  goes  into  pro¬ 
ducing  these  effects,  and  the  trappings 
are  carefully  prepared  in  advance. 

Choir  members  dress  as  much  alike  as 
possible.  They  transport  their  own  tables 
and  set  them  up.  Cloths  reach  the  floor, 
meticulously  hiding  the  legs  of  the  per¬ 
formers. 

Mrs.  Galloway  first  became  interested 
in  handbells  some  20  years  ago.  She  had 
been  looking  for  a  way  to  get  her  two 
young  sons  more  involved  in  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  church  her  husband  was  serv¬ 
ing  at  that  time  when  she  heard  a 
handbell  choir  directed  by  her  brother, 
Bill  Bridges,  then  head  of  the  music  de¬ 
partment  at  Anderson  College  in  South 
Carolina. 

He  advised  Mrs.  Galloway,  a  pianist 
and  vocalist,  to  “just  get  some  bells,  read 
the  instruction  books,  watch  other  bell 
choirs,  and  start  doing  it." 

Taking  her  brother’s  advice,  Mrs.  Gal¬ 
loway  made  an  appeal  for  "strong  boys 
to  ring  some  big  bells.” 

"I  started  with  two  young  people,  and 
six  years  later  we  ended  up  with  50,"  she 
said.  They  performed  at  local  churches 
and  for  summer  events  at  the  Southeast 
Jurisdictional  Conference  assembly  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

As  she  gained  experience,  Mrs.  Gallo¬ 
way  began  teaching  workshops  at  Juna¬ 
luska,  leading  as  many  as  800  bell 
ringers  in  one  performance. 

She  later  became  director  of  Florida 
Southern  College's  three  bell  choirs.  Un¬ 
der  auspices  of  the  college,  she  traveled 
the  state  giving  workshops,  seminars  and 


conferences. 

The  Cocoa  church  handbell  choirs  are 
not  the  first  under  her  direction  to  per¬ 
form  at  Disney  World.  One  of  the  college 
choirs  was  invited  to  Disney  World  for 
what  was  to  be  their  “most  exciting  per¬ 
formance.” 

They  filled  out  the  top  of  the  Magic 
Kingdom’s  giant  human  Christmas  tree 
in  a  program  that  included  singer  Pat 
Boone. 


Fiom  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio  — With  only  a  few 
shopping  days  left  until  Christmas,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Advance  Committee  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  developed  their 
own  wish  list. 

Included  are  nine  bicycles  for  district 
coordinators  of  youth  programs  in  Nige¬ 
ria,  water  pumps  in  Sumatra  and  schol¬ 
arships  for  nurses  in  Liberia. 

Other  less  tangible  but  equally  impor¬ 
tant  items  included  programs  such  as 
two  in  the  Philippines  that  serve  chil¬ 
dren. 

One  seeks  to  prevent  young  girls’  be¬ 
coming  prostitutes;  another  aids  those 
whose  mothers  are  described  as  being  in 
the  “Land  of  the  Ds” — dead,  dying,  dis¬ 
eased.  disabled  or  in  debt.  "The  Advance 
for  Christ  and  His  Church”  is  a  40-year- 
old  program  through  which  United  Meth¬ 
odists  send  money  for  specific  items  and 
services  needed  around  the  world. 

A  key  feature  of  the  popular,  volun¬ 
tary  program  is  that  100  percent  of  the 
donation  goes  to  the  specified  program. 

Administrative  expenses  are  paid 
from  other  sources.  Projects  in  countries 
around  the  world,  including  the  United 
States,  must  be  screened  and  approved 
by  the  20-member  Advance  Committee 
chaired  by  Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  Harris¬ 
burg.  Pa. 

During  its  meeting  in  Dayton,  the  Ad¬ 
vance  Committee  approved  115  projects 
that  have  specific  needs  totaling  $4.9 
million. 

During  the  40-year  history  of  the  Ad¬ 
vance,  individuals,  small  groups  and  con¬ 
gregations  have  given  more  than  $400 
million. 

Contributions  for  this  quadrennium 
are  expected  to  reach  an  all-time  high  of 


"We  had  one  frightening  moment," 
said  Mrs.  Galloway.  "One  guy  acciden¬ 
tally  let  go  of  his  bell,  and  it  crashed  to 
the  pavement."  No  one  was  hurt,  howev¬ 
er,  and  the  bell  had  only  a  a  little  chip  on 
the  rim,  she  said. 

Ms.  Glenn  is  a  free-lance  writer  who 
lives  in  Cocoa.  Fla.  Associate  Editor  Ro¬ 
berta  B.  Sappington  contributed  to  this 
article. 


$100  million  by  the  end  of  1988,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  William  T.  Carter,  New 
York,  director  for  the  Advance. 

The  Advance  is  often  referred  to  as 
"second-mile  giving"  since  it  is  beyond 
apportionments  and  other  funds  raised 
through  the  local  church.  When  nearly 
1.000  delegates  from  around  the  world 
gather  for  the  quadrennial  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  St.  Louis  April  26-May  6,  they 
will  see  a  colorful  tent  that  will  be 
placed  by  the  Advance  Committee  out¬ 
side  the  Convention  Center. 

The  tent  will  be  the  center  for  a  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  Advance’s  40th  anniversa¬ 
ry  during  most  of  the  10-day  legislative 
event. 

Resources  will  be  available  for  the 
delegates  to  view  as  well  as  purchase  for 
use  in  their  own  local  churches  and  annu¬ 
al  conferences. 

A  coffee  break  for  the  delegates  will 
feature  refreshments  provided  by  the 
New  Hope  Bakery,  a  project  in  Omaha, 
Neb.,  which  has  received  financial  sup¬ 
port  through  the  Advance.  During  its 
business  sessions,  the  committee:  • 
asked  the  General  Conference  to  contin¬ 
ue  the  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Devel¬ 
opment  Program  during  the  next 
quadrennium  with  a  $2.5  million  goal  re¬ 
flecting  a  $2  million  shortfall  in  receipts 
during  the  present  quadrennium  and 
$500,000  in  new  funding;  •  made  plans 
for  its  next  meeting  to  be  held  in  Brazil 
Jan  26-Feb.  1;  •  asked  that  the  three-year 
"Partner  Churches  in  Crisis"  program 
launched  last  year  by  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  with  the  support  of  a 
special  Bishop’s  Appeal  be  authorized  as 
an  Advance  Special  in  the  amount  of  $9 
million. 


PHOTO  BY  KARLE  E.  RONSTROM 

COCOA,  Fla.— “Ringers”  from  the  First  United  Methodist  Church’s  adult,  teenage  and  children’s  handbell 
choirs  practice  Christmas  music  together. 


UM  mission  agency’s  wish 
list  encircles  entire  globe 
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Dynamic  worship,  family  atmosphere, 
sense  of  mission  keep  ‘Church  Aflame’ 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

ATLANTA— It  was  Sunday,  June  27, 
1982.  and  United  Methodists  from 
throughout  North  Georgia  were  on  hand 
to  charter  a  black  church:  Hoosier  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church. 

I  remember  that  Sunday  so  well,’’ 
said  Ethel  Bridges,  Hoosier  lay  leader. 

"When  the  call  was  made  for  members 
to  join.  17  people  came  forward.  I  felt 
like  one  of  the  12  disciples  who  decided 
to  follow  Jesus.” 

That  spark  of  enthusiasm  from  17  lay- 
people  and  their  founding  pastor,  a  re¬ 
cent  Gammon  Theological  Seminary 
graduate,  was  the  start  of  a  flame  that 
continues  to  burn  throughout  an  Atlanta 
middle-class  community  known  as  Cas 
cade  Heights. 

Now.  more  than  five  years  later,  the 
church’s  slogan,  "Committed  to  Christ 
and  the  community,”  is  on  the  lips  of  a 
multitude.  The  congregation  hopes  to 
claim  its  1,000th  member  by  Christmas. 

In  a  city  with  dynamic  churches 
throughout  the  black  community,  how 
did  this  church  grow  in  faith  and  num¬ 
bers  in  so  little  time? 

The  Rev.  Richard  D.  Winn,  Sr.,  pastor 
since  1986,  answers: 

"Hoosier  recognizes  that  the  greatest 
tool  for  evangelism  is  the  worship  expe¬ 
rience.  Hoosier  believes  in  the  expres¬ 
sions  that  come  from  the  great  hymns  of 
the  church.  When  we  sing,  The  Church's 
One  Foundation,’  we  just  don’t  sing  it;  we 
believe  it!" 

Add  to  the  dynamic  worship  experi¬ 
ence  a  family  atmosphere,  a  sense  of 
mission  and  effective  programming  pro¬ 
moted  in  a  great  location,  and  you've  got 
a  "Church  Aflame." 

Named  for  ‘Black  Harry’ 

The  church's  founding  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Rodney  T.  Smothers,  is  always  eager  to 
tell  how  the  church  received  its  name. 

“Hoosier  Memorial  occupies  facilities 
of  the  former  Audubon  Forest  United 
Methodist  Church,”  he  explained.  Audu¬ 


bon  Forest  was  a  white  congregation  dis¬ 
banded  by  the  [North  Georgia) 
conference  after  there  were  not  enough 
members  to  pay  apportionments  and  op¬ 
erating  expenses  for  the  $2.5-million 
physical  plant. 

"The  church  is  named  for  one  of  God’s 
most  extraordinary  preachers,  Harry 
Hoosier." 

"Black  Harry,"  as  he  was  called  in 
those  days,  was  born  a  slave  but  became 
a  national  figure  as  a  preacher  compan¬ 
ion  of  Bishop  Francis  Asbury. 

"When  I  used  to  describe  some  of  the 
worship  services  at  Hoosier,"  Mr.  Smoth¬ 
ers  continued,  "many  United  Methodists 
misunderstood  me  when  I  said  I  used  a 
Baptist  style.’  We  as  United  Methodists 
don't  have  to  act  like  Baptists,  but  we 
should  not  be  ashamed  to  praise  the  Lord.” 

Added  to  the  preaching  were  good  mu¬ 
sic  and  targeted  programming,  said  Mr. 
Smothers,  now  an  evangelism  executive 
with  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
in  Nashville. 

"My  slogan  was,  ‘If  you  get  them 
there,  the  Holy  Spirit  and  I  will  keep 
them  there,’  ’’  he  said. 

Good  location,  atmosphere 

Annette  and  Nelson  Bond,  charter  mem¬ 
bers,  say  a  new  church  in  the  heart  of  Cas¬ 
cade  was  the  answer  to  their  prayers. 

'With  the  migration  of  blacks  to 
Southwest  Atlanta  and  the  suburbs,  peo¬ 
ple  needed  a  church  closer  to  their 
houses,”  said  Mrs.  Bond.  “It  was  not  that 
appealing  for  young  blacks  to  attend  a 
downtown  church.” 

Mr  Bond  said,  “Joining  Hoosier  gave  us 
a  chance  to  hold  office  and  get  involved  in 
areas  that  we  hadn’t  been  encouraged  to 


do  at  our  former  church.  That  is  a  big  at¬ 
traction  for  young,  black  professionals  in 
their  30s  and  40s.” 

One  group  that  takes  Hoosier’s  mis¬ 
sion  programs  seriously  is  the  United 
Methodist  Men. 

“The  first  pastor  made  an  effort  to  get 
men  to  be  leaders,”  Mr.  Bond  said.  “The 
men  became  fired  up,  and  that  enthusi¬ 
asm  carried  over  in  the  life  of  the 
church.” 

He  noted  that  “the  men  that  initially 
joined  this  church  wanted  to  set  a  good 
example  for  their  families  and  families 
that  were  coming  to  Hoosier.”  And  that 
tradition  has  continued  under  the  current 
pastor,  he  said. 

Mrs.  Bond,  who  comes  from  a  long  line 
of  Methodists,  said  she  discussed  all  the 
possibilities  for  Christian  discipleship 
with  her  family,  and  all  four  generations 
(ages  16  to  94  in  1982)  transferred  their 
memberships  to  become  charter  mem¬ 
bers  at  Hoosier. 

UM  Men  serve  homeless  men 

Mr  Winn  said,  “Hoosier  is  a  successful 
church  because  it  has  maintained  a  fam¬ 
ily  atmosphere,  even  though  it  has  over 
700  members.  Yes,  it  is  in  a  middle-class 
area,  but  it  is  impressive  to  see  judges, 
doctors  and  lawyers  work  very  closely 
with  those  less  fortunate." 

Mr.  Winn  tells  the  story  of  a  request 
from  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
downtown  Atlanta  to  assist  in  its  minis¬ 
try  to  the  homeless. 

“They  asked  us  to  be  available  upon 
request  to  feed  hundreds  of  Atlanta’s 
homeless  men  three  times  a  year,  and 
our  men’s  group  agreed.  One  day  we  got 
a  call  to  be  ready  to  feed  700  people  at 
Trinity  UMC  with  only  24  hours’  notice. 

"Those  men  pulled  together,  and  we 
made  1,400  sandwiches.  We  cooked  a  deli¬ 
cious  soup,  enough  to  feed  700  people 
heartily.  Then  we  divided  into  waiters, 
cooks  and  prayer  people.  Finally,  we  had  a 
worship  service  in  the  sanctuary  after  the 
dinner.  We  were  so  proud  of  Hoosier  for 
providing  this  ministry  to  the  homeless!" 


Hoosier  is  one  of  five  churches  provid¬ 
ing  "human  and  non-human”  resources  to 
South  Atlanta,  a  low-income,  transitional 
area  with  public  housing. 

A  Hoosier  UM  Men’s  program  there  is 
the  Parish  House  Ministry,  conducted  in 
an  old  house  given  by  another  United 
Methodist  congregation. 

Many  lawyers  in  the  Hoosier  congre¬ 
gation  offer  free  legal  counseling  during 
monthly  workshops  via  the  Parish  House 
Ministry.  Other  members  serve  by  do¬ 
nating  food  and  clothing  to  the  many 
families  in  that  area. 

The  Hoosier  evangelism  committee  has 
done  extensive  door-to-door  visiting  in 
South  Atlanta.  Even  when  members  meet 
Christians  who  belong  to  other  churches, 
the  neighbors  are  encouraged  to  come  to 
Hoosier  should  they  need  help. 

Mr.  Winn  said,  "One  of  the  most  notable 
programs  developed  by  Hoosier  is  our  lay 
shepherds  group.  Part  of  the  lay  shep¬ 
herds’  responsibility  is  to  visit  the  sick  and 
to  assist  me  in  giving  communion  to  mem¬ 
bers  unable  to  attend  church.” 

Another  popular  in-church  group  is 
"SPIRIT"  (Single  Persons  Interchanging 
Religious  Interest  Together).  This  minis¬ 
try  features  Bible  study  for  young  adults 
on  contemporary  themes,  such  as  how 
money  management  affects  stewardship. 

God  is  in  church  service 

Offering  advice  for  United  Methodist 
churches  seeking  a  formula  for  growth, 
Mrs.  Bond  said  the  denomination  needs 
to  "come  off  its  stiffness." 

“We  weren’t  too  proud  to  ask  people  to 
Be  with  us  . . .  because  God  is  in  this  ser¬ 
vice.'  People  who  came  to  Hoosier  for  the 
first  time  said  they  felt  warmth  and 
closeness  that  people  wanted  to  be  a  part 
of  because  going  to  church  was  like  going 
to  meet  your  family  on  Sunday  morning. 

"We  grew  because  we  just  keep  prais¬ 
ing  God  that  we  had  a  beautiful  building 
and  a  good  ministry  and  we  wanted  to 
tell  everyone.  Just  absolute  word  of 
mouth  is  all  that  did  it,"  she  said. 
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ATLANTA— Members  of  the  Hoosier  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
children’s  choir  pose  with  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Richard  D.  Winn,  Sr.,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  morning  worship.  As  many  as  35  children  sing  in  the  cherub  or 
children’s  choir  each  month. 


Trust  deepens  after  Global  Ministries/India  Methodist  talks 


From  News  Service  and  Staff  Reports 

BANGALORE.  India— A  recent  “un¬ 
usually  good”  week  of  talks  between  del¬ 
egations  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Methodist  Church  in  In¬ 
dia  has  deepened  the  trust  between  the 
two  churches,  says  Bishop  James  M.  Ault 
(Pittsburgh  Area). 

The  two  delegations  took  part  in  "very 
open  and  free  sharing,"  said  Bishop  Ault, 
president  of  the  UM  global  missions 
board.  "There  was  no  reticence  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  difficult  issues,"  he  added. 

Bishop  Ault  led  a  12-person  U.S.  dele¬ 


gation  to  Bangalore  Nov.  30-Dec.  5  for 
the  first  dialogue  between  the  two 
churches  since  the  Indian  church  became 
autonomous  in  1981. 

Many  issues  discussed 

Among  issues  discussed  were  estab¬ 
lishment  of  new  relationships  between 
the  two  churches,  each  other’s  priorities, 
help  for  projects  under  way  in  India, 
funding  and  new  formats  for  missionary 
work. 

The  two  delegations  had  no  authority 
to  make  decisions  for  their  parent  bod¬ 


ies.  Bishop  Ault  noted. 

However,  their  recommendations— a 
13-page  document  of  “findings”— would 
be  studied  by  church  officials  in  both 
countries,  he  said. 

"There  was  a  very  positive,  warm 
feeling  on  both  sides,"  said  Peggy  Bill¬ 
ings,  chief  executive  of  the  UM  mission 
board's  World  Program  Division.  "We 
grappled  with  major  Issues  of  missionar¬ 
ies  and  government  relations  in  a  very 
realistic  way.” 

Margery  L.  Mayer,  the  division’s  India 
secretary,  said,  "There  was  a  lot  of  cre¬ 
ative  thinking  done  about  how  we  can  have 
more  person-to-person  contact  and  find 
new  ways  in  which  our  two  peoples  can 
continue  to  get  to  know  each  other  better.” 

The  dialogue  statement  underlines  her 
point.  It  says,  “With  the  decrease  of  the 


United  Methodism’s  California-Neva- 
da  Conference  provided  funding  for  but 
was  not  a  sponsor  of  a  recent  confer¬ 
encewide  "enrichment  weekend”  for  ho¬ 
mosexual  couples,  according  to 
conference  officials. 

The  event,  closed  to  visitors,  was  held 
Dec.  4-6  at  an  ecumenical  retreat  center 
near  San  Francisco. 

In  a  telephone  interview,  participants 
declined  to  say  how  many  people  actual¬ 
ly  attended  the  event,  describing  it  as  a 
"nice  size  group  for  this  purpose.” 

According  to  one  United  Methodist  par¬ 
ticipant,  Jeanne  Barnett  of  Sacramento, 
the  event’s  purpose  was  to  develop  a  cur¬ 
riculum  for  retreats  for  lesbian  and  “gay" 
couples  based  on  the  Marriage  Enrich¬ 
ment  model  used  for  heterosexual  couples. 

She  said  the  event  also  was  a  way  to  pro¬ 
vide  an  experience  "under  the  name  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  that  lets  lesbian 
and  gay'  people  know  the  church  cares 
about  their  committed  relationships.” 

An  invited  leader  of  the  event,  the  Rev. 
Perry  Wiggins,  a  UM  minister  from  Los 
Angeles,  said  that,  to  his  knowledge,  “this  is 
the  first  such  event  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  UMC  for  ‘gay’  and  lesbian  couples.” 

Conference  gave  $400 

The  Rev.  Richard  Bruner,  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  the  conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  told  the  Reporter  that  the 
conference  Board  of  Discipleship  gave 
$400  to  help  fund  the  “Enrichment  Week¬ 
end  for  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men." 

Mr.  Bruner  said  an  unspecified  num¬ 
ber  of  members  from  about  12  congrega¬ 
tions  across  the  conference  sent  letters 
to  the  bishop  and  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  protesting  the  conference’s  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  event.  Also,  he  said,  the 
conference  had  received  “a  number”  of 
letters  affirming  the  involvement. 

Mr.  Bruner  said  the  decision  to  sup¬ 
port  the  event  was  made  in  the  spirit  of 
the  conference's  vote  last  spring  to  be¬ 
come  a  Reconciling  Conference.” 

As  such,  the  conference  committed  it¬ 
self  to  accepting  homosexual  people  “as 
persons  of  sacred  worth”  and  to  bringing 
them  "under  the  ministry  and  guidance 
of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ,"  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Douglas  I.  Norris,  chairman 
of  the  conference's  discipleship  board, 
said  that  despite  the  funding,  the  confer¬ 
ence  was  not  a  "sponsor.” 

After  receiving  complaints  from  nu¬ 
merous  congregations  and  church  mem- 


UM  missionaries  due  to  [Indian]  govern¬ 
ment  policies,  it  is  strongly  felt  that  new 
bonds  must  be  developed  between  the 
church  leaders  at  the  grass-roots  level  of 
both  churches.” 

Short-term  visits  suggested 

Since  India  officials  are  not  granting 
visas  for  new  missionaries,  participants 
at  the  talks  suggested  exploring  shorter 
assignments  of  about  two-to-three 
months  duration  for  United  Methodists 
visiting  India,  including  clergy,  laymen, 
laywomen  and  youth,  plus  teams  of 
skilled  professionals. 

"Long-term  missionary  programs  may 
not  be  possible  for  several  reasons,”  the 
document  noted,  “but  there  is  great 
scope  and  variety  of  work  for  the  short 
term  missionaries.” 


bers  about  the  conference’s  involvement 
with  the  event,  Mr.  Norris  said  he  sent  a 
letter  to  Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  (San 
Francisco  Area),  dated  Nov.  1,  explain¬ 
ing  the  board’s  involvement. 

‘Sponsor’  said  ‘not  suitable’ 

The  letter  stated,  "We  have  no  role  in 
the  planning  or  directing  of  the  event 
and  are  not  guaranteeing  it,  so  ‘sponsor’ 
is  not  a  suitable  term.” 

Bishop  Kelly  sent  a  letter  to  each  per¬ 
son  and  congregation  that  had  registered 
a  written  complaint. 

Her  letter  reiterated  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Social  Principles’  statement  af¬ 
firming  the  “sacred  worth”  of 
homosexual  people  and  defended  the  en¬ 
richment  event  as  a  way  of  promoting 
that  principle. 

"Many  persons  have  been  victimized 
through  the  centuries  by  biblical  inter¬ 
pretation  which  kept  them  outside  of 
Christian  communities  and  churches,” 
the  letter  stated. 

It  continued:  “I  would  pray  that  if  we 
err,  we  do  so  on  the  side  of  inclusion  into 
the  love  of  Christ  rather  than  exclusion, 
which  is  contrary  to  divine  love.” 

Church  ‘sees  us  as  perverse’ 

A  participant  in  the  event,  the  Rev. 
Jane  Spahr,  a  Presbyterian  minister 
from  San  Anselmo,  Calif.,  noted  that  the 
church  typically  "does  not  see  us  as  fully 
human."  Instead,  she  said,  "It  sees  us  as 
perverse.” 

However,  she  said,  "We  believe  sexual¬ 
ity  is  a  gift  from  God.”  She  emphasized 
that  “gay”  and  lesbian  people  value  and 
practice  long-term  committed  relation¬ 
ships  just  as  heterosexual  people  do. 

Asked  about  the  appropriateness  of 
the  church  sponsoring  such  an  event, 
Barbara  Garcia,  an  official  with  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  said  it 
"wouldn’t  even  be  an  option”  for  her 
agency's  program,  "Celebrating  Mar¬ 
riage,  Growing  in  Love”  to  be  adapted  to 
a  "gay”  and  lesbian  format. 

Ms.  Garcia  said  the  program  is  copy¬ 
righted  and  cannot  legally  be  changed. 

Sara  Catron,  an  official  with  the  non- 
denominational  Marriage  Enrichment 
program  based  in  Winston-Salem,  N.C., 
said  that  her  organization’s  program 
faced  no  such  restrictions  and  that  she 
had  no  objection  to  its  being  adapted  to 
fit  "gay”  and  lesbian  relationships. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


The  Indian  church  wants  to  send  out  its 
own  missionaries,  affirming  plans  to  ex¬ 
change  missionaries  "to  interpret  the 
Gospel  within  the  cultural  atmosphere  of 
the  region."  Dialogue  participants  agreed 
that  sending  and  receiving  missionaries 
as  well  as  support  costs  could  be  shared 
in  two-way  and  three-way  pacts. 

The  Indian  government’s  careful  mon¬ 
itoring  of  funds  from  overseas  sources 
prompted  fears  that  U.S.  funds  might 
someday  be  restricted.  That  led  Indian 
Methodist  representatives  to  suggest 
that  the  U.S.  church  consider  pre-funding 
its  $200,000-a-year  block  grant  for  the 
next  10  years. 

No  further  block  grants  would  be  ex¬ 
pected  after  that,  they  said. 

UM  mission  board  officials  indicated 
they  would  explore  the  possibility  of  pre- 
funding  if  funds  were  available,  said  the 
Rev.  Gordon  Goodgame,  a  mission  board 
director.  Officials  pointed  out  the  UMC 
mission  agency  would  lose  significant  in¬ 
terest  earnings,  which  go  into  each  annu¬ 
al  budget. 

Ms.  Mayer,  who  oversees  activities  in 
India,  said  she  thought  the  Methodist 
Church  of  India  representatives  began  to 
understand  during  the  dialogue  how 
many  countries  compete  for  the  world 
mission  board's  limited  funds. 

"I  think  that  realization  helped  them 
to  be  a  bit  more  realistic  about  our  rela¬ 
tionship,"  she  said. 

Repairs  cited  as  top  priority 

Participants  in  the  talks  recommend¬ 
ed  top  priority  be  given  to  the  repair  and 
maintenance  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 


Registration  nears  700 
for  Congress  on  Evangelism 

NASHVILLE— Nearly  700  people  have 
registered  for  next  month's  UM  Congress 
on  Evangelism  in  Chicago,  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  evangelism  chief  reported  last  week. 

More  than  1,000  people  are  expected  at 
the  Jan.  4-7  congress,  said  the  Rev.  H.  Ed¬ 
die  Fox,  head  of  the  evangelism  section  at 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Deadline  for  advanced  reservations  is 
Dec.  22.  Dr.  Fox  said.  Sign-up  fee  runs 
$50  per  person. 

‘Rubber-stamp’  action  foreseen 
on  farm  crisis  statement 

HAYESVILLE,  N.C.  (UMNS)— The 
1988  General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  probably  “rubber- 
stamp"  a  proposed  statement  on  the 
farm  crisis,  then  forget  about  it,  the  Rev. 
Melvin  E.  West  of  Columbia,  Mo.,  told 
leaders  of  the  National  Network  on 
Town  and  Country  Ministries  recently. 

Mr.  West,  field  staff  person  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  United  Methodist  Rural  Fellow¬ 
ship,  referred  to  a  20-page  statement  on 
"U.S.  Agriculture  and  Rural  Life  Com¬ 
munities  in  Crisis"  being  sent  to  General 
Conference  April  26-May  6  in  St.  Louis 
by  the  boards  of  Church  and  Society  and 
Global  Ministries. 

It  was  prepared  by  farmers  using  find¬ 
ings  from  a  series  of  hearings  across  the 
country. 

His  prediction  was  based  on  the  fact 
that  the  rural  crisis  was  not  listed  among 
the  15  "most  important”  issues  named  by 
General  Conference  delegates  in  a  re¬ 
cent  poll  conducted  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  (see  UMR,  Nov.  13). 


India's  hostels  (boarding  schools),  which 
cater  primarily  to  children  and  youth 
from  rural  areas.  The  hostels  have  nur¬ 
tured  many  of  the  church’s  present  lead¬ 
ers,  one  delegate  said. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  India  also 
wants  expanded  opportunities  to  explain 
its  projects  in  U.S.  churches. 

It  was  recommended  that  two  Indian 
bishops  tour  in  the  United  States  for 
about  four  weeks  each  year  and  that  UM 
bishops  spend  a  similar  period  in  India. 

Ms.  Mayer  recounted  the  changing  na¬ 
ture  of  the  relationship  between  the  two 
churches,  from  the  early-day  missionary 
era  through  the  period  of  nationalization  to 
today's  partnership  of  equals— what  Bishop 
Ault  described  as  "two  mature  churches.” 

Ms.  Mayer  said,  "It  has  been  tough 
making  that  partnership  seem  real  since 
they  (the  Methodist  Church  in  India)  saw 
one  partner  was  usually  on  the  giving 
end  and,  as  a  result,  had  the  power  and 
control,  while  the  other  was  on  the  re¬ 
ceiving  end.” 

Both  Bishop  Ault  and  Ms.  Mayer  cred¬ 
ited  a  Bible  study  by  Bishop  Roy  I. 
Sanos  (Denver  Area),  which  focused  on 
partnership  as  a  “oneness  in  mission," 
for  pushing  the  dialogue  a  step  beyond 
the  older  idea  of  partnership. 

Bishop  Sano's  biblical  interpretation 
of  God's  mission  and  "our  participation 
in  it  enabled  us  to  transcend  the  sepa¬ 
rateness  of  each  body  and  brought  us  to¬ 
gether  in  a  unity,”  said  Bishop  Ault. 

Associate  Editor  Glen  Larum  contrib¬ 
uted  to  this  report  based  on  reporting  by 
United  Methodist  News  Service. 


Lesbian  minister  accepted 
into  Unitarian  Fellowship 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  Rev.  Rose 
Mary  Denman,  who  was  suspended  from 
her  duties  as  a  minister  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  when  she  acknowl¬ 
edged  she  was  a  lesbian,  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  as  a  minister  in  the  Unitarian 
Universalist  Fellowship. 

Ms.  Denman  was  tried  by  a  jury  of  13 
ministers  Aug.  24  for  breaking  a  United 
Methodist  Church  rule  that  forbids  ord^ 
nation  of  practicing  homosexuals.  It  was 
the  first  time  a  minister  has  been  put  on 
trial  under  the  three-year-old  rule.  :• 

Ms.  Denman,  who  had  been  the  pastop 
of  a  United  Methodist  church  in  New 
Hampshire  before  taking  a  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  and  moving  to  Portland,  Me.,  said 
she  is  looking  for  a  job  as  pastor  of  a  Uni¬ 
tarian  church.  She  is  also  writing  a  book. 

Church  union  group  issues 
1988  Lenten  booklet 

PRINCETON,  N.J.  (UMR)— The  Con, 
sultation  on  Church  Union  and  three  his-: 
toric  black  Methodist  denominations 
have  issued  a  1988  Lenten  study  booklet 
entitled  “Liberation  and  Unity." 

The  consultation,  made  up  of  nine  de¬ 
nominations  including  United  Method¬ 
ism,  issues  a  Lenten  booklet  each  year. 

Single  copies  at  60  cents  and  quotes  on 
bulk  prices  are  available  from  COCU  at 
151  Wall  Street,  Princeton,  N.J.  08540. 

Participating  this  year  were  the  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal,  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Zion  and  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  churches.  All  are 
members  of  COCU. 


COKESBURY  SATELLITE  TELEVISION  NETWORK 


Bringing  a  World  of  Information  to 
United  Methodists! 


Information  and  Bible  Study.  You  get  both  when  you  link 
up  with  the  New  Cokesbury  Satellite  Television  Network 
(CSTN).  Operated  by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
CSTN  addresses  the  needs  of  United  Methodist  clergy,  church 
members,  church  professionals,  and  district  and  conference 
leaders. 


CSTN  offers: 

•  Programs  by  United  Methodist  boards  and  agencies 

•  Introductions  to  new  United  Methodist  curriculum  resources 
offering  continuing  education  units  (CEUs) 

•  Weekly  Bible  studies 

•  Lectionary  study  series 

•  Teacher  Training 

•  Video  conferencing 

•  Viewer  participation 

•  Discussions  with  authors  of  recently  published  books 

Among  CSTN's  programs  is  a  weekly  Bible  study  led  by  Maxie 
Dunnam,  former  World  Editor  of  Upper  Room.  Beginning  in 
February,  viewers  will  be  able  to  hear  the  presentation  on  the 
Gospel  of  Mark  and  call  Dr.  Dunnam  and  ask  questions  about 
the  study.  In  April,  CSTN  will  highlight  new  United  Methodist 
curriculum  resources  for  children,  youth,  and  adults.  A 
monthly  CSTN  program  guide  will  keep  you  informed. 

We  want  to  help  you  and  members  of  your  church  become 
regular  viewers  of  CSTN’s  quality  programs.  We  now  feature 
satellite  dishes  at  very  competitive  prices.  A  6-foot  portable 
dish  is  only  $995  and  a  lO'A-foot  stationary  dish  is  only  $1,195. 
(Installation  extra;  budget  terms  available — no  interest,  no 
carrying  charge.) 

For  more  information  about  CSTN  or  Cokesbury’s  satellite 
dishes,  call  us  toll  free  today  at  1-800-672-1789  or  visit  your 
local  Cokesbury  store  for  details. 

Q  Cokesbury 

Book*  •  Bible*  •  Church  Supplies  / 
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Conference  provides  funds 
for  ‘enrichment  weekend’ 


the  church  today 


DECEMBER  18,  1987 

The  star  of 
Bethlehem? 
When?  How? 

Special  to  the  Reporter 
Most  Americans  are  familiar  with  the 
ancient  legend:  almost  2.000  years  ago 
three  wise  men  were  guided  to  a  stable 
Bethlehem  by  a  bright  star, 

All  we  know  about  the  Star  of  Bethle¬ 
hem  comes  from  a  brief  mention  In  the 
Gospel  of  Matthew,  but  the  star  has  be¬ 
come  enshrined  In  Christmas  tradition. 

We  will  probably  never  know  what  ce¬ 
lestial  event  inspired  the  legend  of  the 
Star  of  Bethlehem,  But,  according  to 
^'National  Wildlife”  magazine,  that  has 
not  stopped  astronomers  from  guessing 
Under  the  assumption  that  the  star 
.was  an  actual  physical  object,  theorists 
have  put  forward  dozens  of  candidates, 
They  include  everything  from  comets, 
kupernova,  and  planetary  conjunctions  to 
meteor  showers  and  zodiacal  light,  an 
iiver-the-horizon  glow  caused  by  the 
scattering  of  the  sun’s  rays  by  interplan¬ 
etary  dust  particles. 

The  current  leading  theory  is  that  the 
ktar  was  a  conjunction  of  the  planets  Ju¬ 
piter  and  Saturn  in  7  B.C.,  which  is  gen¬ 
erally  accepted  as  the  year  of  Jesus’ 
birth. 

"This  particular  conjunction  of  Saturn 
and  Jupiter  fits  well  within  the  few  crite¬ 
ria  we  have  from  Matthew."  says  astron¬ 
omy  professor  Karlis  Kaufmanis  of  the 
University  of  Minnesota. 

A  conjunction  between  the  two  planets 
occurs  about  every  20  years  as  Jupiter, 
traveling  on  a  faster  orbit,  overtakes 
Saturn.  When  this  happens,  the  two  plan¬ 
ets  may— on  rare  occasions— look  like 
one  bright  star  to  observers  on  Earth. 

This  particular  conjunction  had  an  un¬ 
usual  twist.  Every  140  years  or  so,  the 
Earth  joins  in  the  planetary  dance,  over¬ 
taking  both  Jupiter  and  Saturn.  The  ef¬ 
fect  is  that  Jupiter  appears  to  loop 
backward  for  several  months  before  re¬ 
commencing  its  forward  motion  across 
the  night  sky. 

As  a  result,  an  Earth-bound  observer 
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In  all  creation,  what  was  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  and  when  was  it?  As  the  accompanying  story  indicates,  these 
questions  have  fascinated  astronomers  and  astrologers  for  centuries. 


may  see  three  separate  conjunctions  of 
Jupiter  and  Saturn.  This  is  consistent 
with  some  biblical  and  historical  inter¬ 
pretations  in  which  the  wise  men  first 
witness  the  star  in  the  east  as  a  prophecy 
of  Jesus'  birth  and  then  see  it  reappear 
later  over  Bethlehem  to  the  west. 

Moreover,  a  Star  of  Bethlehem  creat¬ 
ed  by  planetary  conjunction  neatly  dove¬ 
tails  with  astrological  beliefs  of  the  time. 
The  Jupiter-Saturn  conjunction  of  7  B.C. 
would  have  occurred  in  Pisces,  a  constel- 
lation  that  has  been  considered  the 
"house  of  the  Hebrew"  by  some  early 


Jewish  astrologers. 

Historical  inferences  also  suggested 
that  Jupiter  was  associated  with  Yah- 
weh.  the  God  of  Israel,  and  Saturn  with 
the  Messiah. 

In  his  1979  book,  "The  Star  of  Bethle¬ 
hem."  British  astronomer  David  Hughes 
writes:  "We  have  ample  justification  for 
concluding  that  the  Jupiter-Saturn  con¬ 
junction  in  Pisces  had  a  strong,  clear  as¬ 
trological  message.  To  Babylonians  and 
Jews  alike,  it  heralded  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah,  a  man  of  righteousness  who 
would  save  the  world." 


Interest  in  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  nev¬ 
er  seems  to  wane.  An  article  in  "Sky  and 
Telescope"  last  December  elicited  more 
letters  than  any  other  recent  story. 

"The  Star  of  Bethlehem  is  one  of  the 
most  compelling  parts  of  the  Christmas 
story."  explains  Dr.  Kaufmanis,  who  has 
given  more  than  1,200  lectures  on  the 
subject. 

"It  exerts  a  strong  pull  on  people's 
imaginations,  including  many  who  do  not 
believe  that  it  was  an  astronomical 
event  at  all.  which,  of  course,  cannot  be 
ruled  out  as  a  possibility.” 


Poems  express  wonder  of  Christmas 


CHRISTMAS  VIGIL 

This  is  a  silent  night  indeed, 

No  sound  from  snowflake  on  soft  flake, 
But  leave  the  door  of  the  heart  ajar 
For  long  expected  Jesus'  sake. 

All  creatures  have  found  shelter  now, 

No  footprints  mar  the  field's  pure  white. 
The  hour  is  late.  He  may  not  come, 

But  do  not  lock  the  heart  tonight. 

We  let  the  fire  go  out.  In  sleep 
Like  snowdrifts  each  unconscious  form. 
We  wake  with  wonder  to  the  light 
And  find  our  hearts  are  strangely  warm, 
-BARBARA  B.  DOLLIVER 

ON  CHRISTMAS  EVE 

Generous  Father 
On  this  night 
Of  Lord  on  earth, 

We  bring  our  hoarded 
"Won'ts"  and  "can'ts” 

To  celebrate  the  Birth. 

Like  sky  with  its  star, 

And  Angel-hailed 


Shepherds  in  hills. 

Our  hearts  overflow. 

Resound  with  glad 
"1  wills". 

-  ANGELA  GALL 


DRESS  REHEARSAL 

I  wonder  if  the  Magi  ever  guessed 

How  hard  it  is  to  simulate  a  jewel; 

Or  whether  Gabriel  ever  gave  a 
thought 

To  how  a  human  haberdasher  deals 

With  wings  when  getting  Christmas 
pugeunts  dressed? 

What  does  one  do  when  crowns 
appear  to  shrink? 

And  how  do  shepherd  costumes  ever 
get 

A  look  of  charming  hospitality? 

I  cannot  help  but  wonder  if  the  first 

Event  was  quite  as  easy  as  we  think. 

To  squeeze  such  choirs  into  our 
narrow  skies: 


To  score  such  raptures  for  a  village 
night; 

To  cue  a  Roman  Emperor  with  greed 
And  have  him  timely  seems  a  rare 
delight. 

But  most  amazing  is  to  realize 
The  Saviour  watched  it  through  a 
baby's  eyes, 

-CHARLES  A,  WAUGAMAN 

CHRISTMAS  CURRICULUM 

All  of  the  wise  men 
Do  not  carry  wealth. 

Kings  honor  kings: 

But  peasants  also  praise. 

I  am  not  certain  shepherds 
Are  illiterate 
When  one  bright  anthem 
Motivates  their  search, 

While  multi-prophecies 
And  deep  research 
Among  man's 
Poly-form  philosophies 


Must  simultaneously 
Bloom  and  fade 
Before  the  educated 
May  investigate. 

Nor  Have  I  been  convinced 
Any  are  wise. 

Until  the  worshipped  Infant 
Edifies. 

-  CHARLES  A.  WAUGAMAN 


AFTER  THE  ANGELS 
HAD  GONE  INTO  HEAVEN 

The  angels  left  them, 
leaving  the  sky  ablaze  with  their 
absence. 

and  the  stunned  shepherds 
hurried  away  to  see 
a  peasant  child  newly  born, 

A  simple  confirmation  of  the  miracle 
announced  in  such  satisfying 
splendor. 

-CAROL  HAMILTON 


Movie  Review 

Is  truth  in  state- controlled  media? 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

It's  probably  not  fair  to  compare  the 
well-meaning  "Cry  Freedom"  movie 
about  the  martyred  South  African  black 
leader.  Stephen  Biko,  with  the  crass,  vio¬ 
lent  commercial  science  fiction  film, 
"The  Running  Man,”  whose  hero  is  the 
grunting,  monosyllabic  muscle  man.  Ar¬ 
nold  Schwarzenegger. 

But  the  two  do  invite  comparison. 
Both  start  with  the  point  that  what  you 
see  in  government-controlled  media  may 
not  be  the  truth. 

The  South  Africans  are  told  that  an  il¬ 
legal  black  settlement  had  packed  up 
and  gone  its  way.  whereas  the  village  ac¬ 
tually  was  savaged  and  destroyed  by 
thugs  and  bulldozers. 

In  "The  Running  Man,"  the  gullible 
watchers  of  a  TV  game  show  in  the  year 
2017  are  told  that  the  pilot  of  a  helicopter, 
capable  of  high  destructive  power,  dis¬ 
obeyed  orders  and  zeroed  in  to  annihilate 
people  Involved  In  a  food  riot  in  the  streets. 

The  truth,  of  course.  Is  the  opposite. 


Pilot  Ben  Richards  (Schwarzenegger) 
had  refused  to  go  in  and  waste  humans. 
He  was.  in  fact,  overcome  by  others  on 
the  helicopter  who  wiped  out  the  com¬ 
munity  and  blamed  him. 

The  search  for  truth  and  getting  the 
truth  to  the  masses  thus  propels  both 
movies. 

Black-white  friendships  shown 

In  both,  much  is  made  of  the  one-on- 
one  friendship  of  black  and  white. 

In  the  true  story.  "Cry  Freedom,"  a 
white  South  African  editor.  Donald 
Woods  (Kevin  Kline),  is  challenged  by 
Biko  (Denzel  Washington  of  TV's  "St. 
Elsewhere"  fame)  to  learn  more  about 
the  black  community  firsthand.  Eventu¬ 
ally  the  white,  patronizing  liberal  Woods 
joins  In  genuine  friendship— if  not  disci- 
pleshlp— with  Biko. 

In  "The  Running  Man."  the  pilot 
(Schwarzenegger),  condemned  to  a  kind 
of  gladiator  role  to  run  for  his  life  on  the 
futuristic  game  show  hosted  by  Richard 


Dawson  of  the  real-life  "Family  Feud." 
seeks  to  survive  with  his  black  friend 
(Yaphet  Kotto)  and  others. 

Both  movies  lack  any  dramatic  center, 
as  they  insist  on  setting  up  perfect,  self- 
righteous  stereotypes— one  a  saint,  the 
other  a  goody-goody  superman. 

Biko  is  too  Jesus-like.  His  only  slip  out 
of  a  messiah  or  saintly  role  is  to  slug  a 
police  interrogator  who  has  just  hit  him. 
But  Jesus  himself  was  known  to  take  up 
a  little  measure  of  violence— driving  the 
money  changers  out  of  the  temple— to 
make  a  point. 

Dialogue  'wooden  chunks' 

In  both  movies,  the  dialogue  descends  to 
wooden  chunks  of  cliches.  This  is  a  trade¬ 
mark  of  the  robot-like  Schwarzenegger,  but 
one  would  have  expected  more  from  "Cry 
Freedom"  director  and  producer  Sir  Rich¬ 
ard  Attenborough  of  "Gandhi"  fame. 

Yet  there  are  some  great  lines  as  the 
saintly,  sweet  Biko  outwits  his  accusers 
in  court,  He  is  accused  of  promoting  vio¬ 
lence.  He  profers  to  call  it  confrontation 
The  Judge  wants  to  know  the  difference 
"You  and  I  are  in  confrontation,"  Biko 
says,  Christ-like  in  court,  "But,  you  see, 
there  Is  no  violence," 

And  when  the  Judge  asks  him  why 
blacks  want  to  be  called  black  "when 
you  are  really  brown,"  Biko  cleverly 
counters,  "You're  white,  but  you  are 
really  pink!" 

Stephen  Biko  lived  only  to  the  age  of 
HO,  In  1977,  seized  by  police,  he  was  not 
to  return  home,  The  police  listed  his 
cause  of  death  as  self-starvation, 

The  clever  editor  Woods  goes  with  a 
photographer  to  the  mortuary  and  records 
the  truth  that  Biko  had  been  savagely 
beaten  in  police  custody.  An  inquest  con¬ 
firms  that  Biko  died  of  brain  damage. 

Director  Attenborough  had  a  much  more 
difficult  task  developing  the  Biko  story 
than  he  did  on  the  Gandhi  story.  Biko  died 
so  young,  and  little  is  known  about  him. 

Attenborough  chose  to  tell  the  story  of 
the  cry  for  freedom  more  in  the  evolution 
of  the  editor,  as  if  to  say  that  all  have  a 
responsibility  toward  ridding  oppression 
in  South  Africa.  In  fact,  Biko  is  already 
dead  one  hour  into  the  2  Vi  -hour  movie. 


History  of  Hymns 

‘Sweet  boy’ 
marks  carol 
as  unusual 

There's  a  song  in  the  air! 

There's  a  star  in  the  sky! 

There's  a  mother's  deep  prayer 
And  a  baby  's  low  cry! 

And  the  star  rains  its  fire 
while  the  beautiful  sing. 

For  the  manger  of  Bethlehem 
cradles  a  King! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
After  a  brief  career  as  a  physician,  Jo- 
siah  Holland  decided  to  start  a  weekly 
newspaper  in  Springfield.  Mass. 

The  new  venture  lasted  only  six 
months,  but  later  he  was  a  founder  of 
"Scribners'  Magazine"  and  served  as  its 
editor  until  his  death  in  1881. 

Holland's  familiar  Christmas  carol, 
"There's  a  Song  In  the  Air,"  reflects  his 
keen  imagination  and  sense  of  lyric 
beauty,  The  focal  points  of  the  carol  are 
the  songs  of  the  angels  heard  by  the 
shepherds  and  the  star  In  the  East  that 
the  Wise  Men  saw, 

Each  stanza  concludes  with  a  tribute 
I"  i he  kingship  of  the  child  In  Bethle¬ 
hem's  manger 

In  Christmas  carol  literature,  the  use 
ol  the  word  "boy”  with  reference  to  the 
Christ  child  is  unusual,  In  the  second 
stanza  are  the  lines: 

For  l lie  virgin’s  sweef  boy 
Istlwhnrd  of  the  earth, 

More  familiar  are  references  such  as 
bube.  baby,  child  and  infant. 

In  the  third  stanza.  Holland  turns  from 
the  manger  of  Bethlehem  to  ponder  the 
significance  and  influence  of  the  "song 
and  the  star"  in  his  own  day. 

The  final  stanza  becomes  a  doxology  of 
sheer  joy  and  praise  for  the  salvation  that 
Christ  brings  "that  comes  down  through 
the  night  "—not  Bethlehem’s  night  long 
ago  but  our  night,  our  darkness. 

What  a  delightful  Christmas  carol  that 
reminds  us  of  a  star  and  a  song! 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

'Away  in  a  Manger" 


Denzel  Washington  stars  as  black  consciousness  leader  Stephen  Biko  and 
Kevin  Kline  as  South  African  journalist  Donald  Woods  in  the  new  movie, 
“Cry  Freedom”  (see  review  above). 
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Religion  and  politics: 
’87  marked  by  ironies 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  one  in  a  series 
review  ing  major  religion  stories  of  1987. 

By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  mix  of  religion  and 
politics  in  1987  was  marked  with  ironies, 
many  of  them  on  the  Religious  Right, 
which  itself  seemed  to  become  frag¬ 
mented  Just  as  one  of  its  own  Jumped 
into  the  presidential  race. 

Pat  Robertson  made  a  formal  bid  for 
the  Republican  presidential  nomination 
but  guve  up  his  clergy  credentials  In  the 
process,  despite  the  fact  that  he  relied 
heavily  on  appeals  to  traditional  Judeo- 
Christian  morality  to  strengthen  and  ex¬ 
pand  his  base  of  support. 

But  some  prominent  fundamentalists 
endorsed  Robertson  rivals  like  George 
Bush  and  Jack  Kemp. 

The  Rev  Jerry  Falwell,  meantime, 
gave  up  leadership  of  the  Moral  Major¬ 
ity.  one  of  the  most  visible  and  influen¬ 
tial  political  organizations  of  the 
Religious  Right,  to  return  to  his  parish 
ministry  in  Virginia 

The  Democrats  had  the  only  candidate 
with  an  active  clergy  status  when  the 
Rev  Jesse  Jackson  made  his  second  bid 
for  the  presidency.  But  he  downplayed 
specifically  religious  themes  in  a  year 
when  the  demise  of  two  rival  campaigns 
made  him  the  front  runner  of  his  party. 

Strong  opposition  to  Bork 

In  addition  to  these  developments,  the 
unprecedented  outpouring  of  statements 
from  religious  groups  both  supporting 
and  opposing  President  Reagan’s  nomi¬ 
nation  of  Judge  Robert  Bork  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  showed  that  political  issues 
can  still  generate  religious  controversy, 
even  in  a  non-election  year. 

With  the  sudden  halt  to  the  Gary  Hart 
and  Joseph  Biden  campaigns.  Mr.  Jack- 
son  emerged  as  the  Democratic  front¬ 
runner  in  1987. 

Although  he  conspicuously  avoided 
connections  with  such  controversial  fig¬ 
ures  as  black  Muslim  leader  Louis  Far- 
rakhan.  which  had  caused  controversy 
during  his  1984  campaign.  Jewish  lead¬ 
ers  generally  remained  suspicious  of  the 
Progressive  National  Baptist  minister 
because  of  his  public  support  for  Pales¬ 
tinian  nationalism  and  affirmative  ac¬ 
tion  programs  that  might  involve  the  use 


of  quotas 

Mr  Falwell  said  he  is  personally  sup¬ 
porting  Vice  President  Bush,  an  Episco¬ 
palian.  who  sought  to  distance  himself 
from  the  Religious  Right  when  he  spoke 
ut  the  annual  convention  of  National  Re¬ 
ligious  Broadcasters  in  Washington.  Mr. 
Bush  had  previously  gone  out  of  his  way 
to  express  support  for  the  movement's 
political  causes,  but  this  time  he  at¬ 
tacked  what  he  termed  attempts  by 
some  fundamentalists  to  "impost-  their 
will  and  dictate  their  own  interpreta¬ 
tions  of  morality  on  the  rest  of  society," 

Kemp  courts  evangelicals 

In  contrast,  Jack  Kemp,  a  Presbyteri- 
un,  attempted  to  court  the  conservative 
evangelical  vote  by  holding  private  ses¬ 
sions  with  leaders  of  the  movement  dur¬ 
ing  the  NRB  convention 

When  he  first  launched  his  campaign, 
Mr  Kemp  said  "Let  us  press  forward  to 
appoint  judges  who  uphold  our  Judeo- 
Christian  values  and  continue  to  seek 
constitutional  protection  for  human 

life 

President  Reagan  tried  to  do  just  that 
when  he  nominated  Judge  Robert  Bork 
to  the  Supreme  Court  But  instead  he  un¬ 
leashed  an  unprecedented  outpouring  of 
statements  from  religious  and  secular 
groups  concerned  with  the  positions  of 
the  person  who  would  fill  the  court's  cru¬ 
cial  swing  seat. 

Baptist  agency  breaks  tradition 

Among  supporters  of  Judge  Bork  was 
the  Southern  Baptist  Public  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee.  which  broke  with  Baptist  tradi¬ 
tion  in  endorsing  the  nominee.  The 
agency  said  the  Bork  nomination  had 
been  opposed  by  "other  religious  groups 
which  are  known  to  be  on  the  far  left  end 
of  the  theological  spectrum"  and  insisted 
that  the  Senate  needed  to  "know  how  the 
traditional  mainstream  American  de¬ 
nominations  feel  about  the  Bork  nomina¬ 
tion." 

On  the  other  side,  the  United  Church  pf 
Christ  launched  a  nationwide  lobbying 
campaign  against  the  nomination,  which 
UCC  President  Avery  Post  said  "raises 
the  spectre  of  future  Supreme  Court  ac¬ 
tions  that  could  violate  principles  of 
freedom  and  justice  fundamental  to  our 
life  as  a  democratic  society  " 


Mission  leaders  reminded 


Advent  season  never  ends 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA-With  320.000  Kansans  liv¬ 
ing  below  the  poverty  level,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Kenneth  W  Hicks  of 
Topeka,  episcopal  leader  of  the  Kansas 
Area,  questions  whether  donations  of 
cows,  grain  and  money  to  feed  hungry 
people  are  sufficient. 

"We  must  continue  to  bring  in  bushels 
of  grain  in  the  ‘Bishop's  Roundup,' "  he 
said,  "but  who  will  discern  the  faulty  sys¬ 
tems  that  classify  more  people  in  the  pov¬ 
erty  category?  Who  will  see  the  power  in 
the  gospel  to  change  those  systems?" 

The  bishop  addressed  250  people  at  a 
quadrennial  meeting  of  mission  institu¬ 
tions  related  to  the  National  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  He  is 
president  of  the  National  Division. 

Meeting  Nov.  30-Dec.  2,  the  gathering 
represented  125  church-related  agencies, 
conference  councils  on  ministries,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  and  board  directors 
and  staff. 

At  this  Advent  season,  said  Bishop 
Hicks,  the  church  must  learn  that  the  in¬ 
carnation  did  not  stop  with  Christ. 

"Advent  said  to  all  of  us  that  this  is  the 
way  God  intended  us  to  cut  through  that 
which  would  hold  us  back.  Advent  gives 


us  the  will  to  confront  society's  idols. 

"Jesus  might  say  to  us  You’ve  be¬ 
come  a  people  whose  knowledge  of  tech¬ 
nology  can  destroy  the  quality  of  the  soil, 
but  you  can't  penetrate  the  limes,’  ”  the 
bishop  continued. 

"Jesus  might  say  You're  obsessed  by 
issues  such  as  homosexuality,  commu¬ 
nism  and  hymnbooks,  but  you  lack  the  fi¬ 
ber  to  discern  the  shape  of  things.'  " 

The  National  Meeting  of  Agencies  was 
held  to  explore  critical  issues  and  trends 
that  have  an  impact  on  mission  agencies 
and  constituencies  served  and  to 
strengthen  commitment  to  witness,  jus¬ 
tice  and  service  in  Christian  mission, 

In  a  keynote  speech,  David  Swinton, 
dean  of  the  business  school  at  Jackson 
(Miss.)  State  University,  specializing  in 
urban  affairs,  presented  statistics  show¬ 
ing  that  U.S.  minority  citizens  continue 
to  be  "substantially  poorer"  than  other 
U.S.  citizens  and  that  the  gap  between 
rich  and  poor  is  growing. 

"We  can't  wish  away  the  present  trans¬ 
formation  from  a  manufacturing  to  a  ser¬ 
vice  and  high-tech  economy."  he  said, 
"but  we  could  handle  it  more  compassion¬ 
ately  "  He  urged  the  church  to  "incorpo¬ 
rate  moral  values  into  the  system." 
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Medallion  marks  second  marriages 

KANSAS  CITY— A  young  model  wears  a  medallion  designed  Dy  the  Rev. 
Roger  Coleman,  a  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  minister  in  Kansas 
City  who  has  organized  clergy  willing  to  officiate  at  second  marriages  of 
divorced  or  widowed  persons.  The  medallion,  to  he  presented  to  children  of 
such  marriages,  adds  a  third  circle  In  the  two  traditional  merged  wedding 
bands  to  symbolize  relationships  between  more  than  two  persons. 
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Mn.  Etta  Adams 
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Rev.  Beverly  Bond 
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Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Bonnecarrere 

Ella  Brown 

Mrs.  Robert  Brumby 

Rev,  Ralph  Cain 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Carrington 

Samuel  R.  Caulking,  Jr. 

Rev.  C.  J.  T.  Cotton 
Sadie  V.  Deen 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aylmer  E.  Evans,  Sr. 

Ethel  Evans 

Rev.  Thomas  P  Fincher 

John  Howard  Fowler 

Lewis  B.  Gannaway 

William  C.  Grafton 

Rev.  James  B.  Grambltng 

John  Guillory 

Rev.  Jimmy  Harris 

Rev.  1.  W.  Hlckham 

Rev.  J.  A.  Jones 

J.  R.  Kavanaugh 

Elizabeth  Langford 

Rev.  Ashley  T.  Law 

Oakley  Lee 
Guy  Lewis 
Rev.  Jack  Mldyett 


Lois  McGuire 

Rev.  Robert  Me  Cammon 
Alex  Morris 
Rev.  Willie  Poole 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Sam  Riggs 
Rena  Roberts 

Rev.  Otis  Spinks 


Philip  G.  Williams 
Rev.  George  York 
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Mrs.  James  S.  Reily 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  C,  Tinsley,  Sr, 
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Martha  Fowler 
Mrs.  L.  B.  Gannaway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Close 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Ollphant 
Cheryl  P.  Guillory 
Frances  E.  Llndberg 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  I.  W.  Hlckham 
Edith  Bennett 

Rev.  Donald  and  Mary  Johnson 
Ester  M.  Sarver 
Milton  Vallery 
James  and  Erma  Adams 
Lake  Charles  District  Parsonettes 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Bergeron 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  0.  Purcell 
Simmonds  Precision  Engines  Sys. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  F.  Hatch,  Sr. 

Rev.  John  B.  and  Helen  Koelemay 
James  and  Erma  Adams 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Crosby 
James  and  Erma  Adams 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Chester  C.  Owen 
Rowena  Morris 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  0.  Lynch 
Lake  Charles  District  Parsonettes 
Mr.  or  Mrs.  Edmond  J.  Salathe 
Mr.  and  Mrs.J.  Dudley  Roberts 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C,  C.  Welborn 
Maude  V.  Salmon 
Marguerite  W.  Garrett 
Mr.  or  Mrs.  C,  E.  Ewing 
Wayne  and  Grace  Holloway 
Mr.  or  Mrs,  J.T.  Folk,  Jr. 

Mr.  Floyd  B.  James 
Lewis  Love 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  W.  Ezell 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Blount 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Peyton 

Mrs.  Mary  S.  Henry 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Chrichlow 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  L.  Chase 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  C.  Roane 

Robert  E.  House 

James  and  Erma  Adams 

Mr  and  Mrs.  Dan  Logan,  Jr. 

James  and  Erma  Adams 
Belcher  Presbyterian  Church 


Board  Sets  New  Directions 


A  New  Direction 

The  Board  will  continue  to  pro¬ 
vide  housing  for  our  Retired  Minis¬ 
ters  and  their  spouses.  This  will 
always  be  our  number  one  job. 
However,  paying  cash  for  a  home 
at  the  time  of  retirement  is  the 
most  expensive  way  of  providing 
retirement  homes.  Given  the  cur¬ 
rent  tax  advantage  of  owning  a 
house,  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  ev¬ 
ery  minister  in  the  Conference  to 
invest  in  housing  now.  Tax  savings 
will  actually  pay  for  a  house  and  if 
that  house  is  rented  will  provide 
added  income. 

A  recurring  problem  is  the  in¬ 
ability  of  the  minister  to  buy 


property  because  he  or  she  does 
not  have  the  cash  for  the  down 
payment  and  closing  cost.  We  are 
currently  trying  to  Increase  our 
reserves  so  that  we  can  arrange 
100  percent  financing  for  our 
ministers  similar  to  what  Is  done 
for  our  GI’s. 

New  Services 

We  are  available  to  both  laity 
and  clergy  for  advice  and  counsel 
regarding  the  planning  of  estates. 
The  director  has  been  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  seminars  on  estate  plan¬ 
ning  and  can  often  enable  the 
saving  of  tax  dollars  on  income 
tax  now  and  estate  tax  in  the  fu- 


Charitable  Giving 


We  have  had  three  homes  do¬ 
nated  in  the  past  two  years.  Two 
of  these  were  outright  donations. 
The  third  was  donated  retaining 
a  life  estate.  This  means  that  the 
donor  has  full  use  of  the  property 
including  any  income  derived 
from  it  as  long  as  she  lives.  How¬ 
ever,  she  received  an  immediate 
income  tax  deduction  of  approxi¬ 
mately  $50,000.  If  necessary,  part 
of  this  can  be  carried  over  to  sub¬ 
sequent  years.  In  addition,  her  es¬ 
tate  is  reduced  by  the  amount  of 
the  property.  Thus  at  her  death, 
this  donation  will  have  the  effect 
of  reducing  the  estate  tax  that 
will  have  to  be  paid.  This  means 
that  her  heirs  will  receive  more 
money  from  the  estate. 

You  may  want  to  talk  to  your 


tax  advisor  about  a  donation  of 
property  that  will  reduce  both 
your  income  tax  and  your  estate 
tax.  This  may  be  particularly  ad¬ 
visable  on  property  that  has  ap¬ 
preciated.  You  will  receive  an 
income  tax  deduction  for  the  full 
appraised  value  of  the  property 
without  incurring  any  additional 
tax.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you  sell 
the  property  and  donate  the  cash 
you  will  incur  a  tax  on  the  appre¬ 
ciated  portion  of  the  property. 

Any  kind  of  property  can  be 
donated  for  a  tax  deduction 
equivalent  to  the  appraised  value 
of  the  property.  Securities,  life 
insurance,  business  Inventory, 
jewelry,  automobiles,  oil  wells, 
cattle  or  any  other  personal  or 
real  property. 


Can  You  Give? 


Honorarians 


James  and  Erma  Adams 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jerome  Cain 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Bob  Carter 
Estelle  Dameron 
Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon 
Rev.  Lewis  M.  Olmsted 
Rev.  Joe  Robinson 
Rev.  J.  Roddy  and  Linda  Taylor 


Rev.  Joe  Robinson 

Dr.  Collins  Lipscomb 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  B.  Smith 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kermit  C.  Cummings 

Mrs.  Estelle  Dameron 

Myrtle  S.  Palmer 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hightower 

Robert  A.  and  Anita  Weber 


This  is  a  personal  question  aftd 
each  individual  must  determine 
this  based  on  his  or  her  total  re¬ 
sources,  obligations  and  tax  bur¬ 
dens.  However,  there  are  legal 
limits  on  the  amount  of  charita¬ 
ble  gifts  you  can  deduct  in  a  giv¬ 
en  year. 

1.  Whether  you  itemize  your  de¬ 
ductions  or  not,  you  can  de¬ 
duct  up  to  50  percent  of  your 


adjusted  gross  income  for 
1987. 

2.  Remember,  should  your  al¬ 
lowable  charitable  gift  deduc¬ 
tions  exceed  50  percent  of 
your  adjusted  gross  income 
they  may  be  spread  over  the 
next  several  years. 

3.  One  more  reminder,  charita¬ 
ble  gifts  must  be  made  before 
December  31,  1987  in  order  to 
be  deductible  in  the  year  1987. 


Occupants 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  DISTRICT 
Alexandria  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry 

Natchitoches  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Abe  Conerly 

Pineville  Mrs.  George  W.  Dameron 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 
Amite  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Will  Finnin 

Baton  Rouge  Mrs.  Luman  Douglas 

Baton  Rouge  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson 

Hammond  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Messer 

BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 


Lafayette 
Lafayette 
Franklin 
Plaquemine 
LAKE  CHARLES 
Moss  Bluff 
West  Lake 
Iota 

MONROE  DISTRICT 
Rayvllle 
Rayvtlle 

Monroe-St.  Paul's 
West  Monroe 


NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 
Aurora  Gardens  Bernice  Taylor 

NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 


Mrs.  Robert  Bently 
Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Hurley 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Percy  Emanuel 

Own  Property 

Rented  (Minister  will  occupy  in  June) 
Mrs.  Martha  Hayes  (Donation) 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cecil  Mims 
(Available) 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Patton 
Joe  Robinson 


Apartments: 

(10) 

I 

Mrs.  Fredna  Akin 

(4) 

(7) 

n 

(Minister  will  occupy  in  June) 

(27) 

hi 

Mrs.  Crot well’s  daughter 

(6) 

IV 

Mrs.  Claude  Crotwell 

(7) 

(10) 

V 

Mrs.  Ober  Fader 

(5) 

(16) 

VI 

Rev.  James  Wilson’s  son 

(1) 

(17) 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

(6) 

Belcher 

(Available) 

Bossier  City 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Schwindimann 

(3) 

(19) 

Bossier  City 

Mrs.  Pearl  McKay 

(19) 

(6) 

Bossier  City 

Mrs.  Leon  Scott 

(10) 

(12) 

Mansfield 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  Harbuck 

(9) 

(8) 

Vivian 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Carter 

(4) 

Coushatta 

(Minister  will  occupy  In  June) 

r 

1 

Slidell 
Ponchatoula 
RUSTON  DISTRICT 
Mlnden 

Minden,  Lakeview 
Homer 
Bernice 
Downsvllle 
RUSTON 
Duplex 
Home 
Home 
Home 
Home 
Home 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Ailor 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Burl  Dampler 

Mrs.  Paul  Durbin 
Mrs.  Lewis  E.  Milem 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cleburne  Quaid 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Oldham 
Donated  this  year  (Available) 

Mrs.  Frank  Lankford 
Mrs.  Roy  Garrett 
Mrs.  Otis  Spinks 
Mrs.  Ralph  Cain 
Minister’s  daughter  (Donation) 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Doug  McGuire 


<») 

(») 

(10) 

(3) 

(ID 

(7) 

G») 

(7) 

(») 

(2) 


(14) 

(5) 

(21) 

(12) 


Contribution 


.  building 


I  am  enclosing  a  contribution  of  I _ for  (check  one) _ 

homes - expanding  ministries  to  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board, 

Inc.,  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
South  Central  Jurisdiction. 


As  a  Memorial  to 
To  _ 


Honorarium 


Mall  Certificate  To: 
Address  _ 


My  name  and  address  is 


My  Church  is 
District 


Pastor 
Date 


(3>  i _ _ 


ture.  Please  let  us  hear  from  you 
If  we  can  be  of  any  assistance. 

Coit  Of  Expanding  Services 

Expanding  our  services  does 
cost  money.  The  projected  cost 
this  year  Is  $59,950,  We  will  have 
$30,340  of  interest  and  mortgage 
income.  So  far  $9,000  has  been  do¬ 
nated  especially  for  Expanding 
Ministries.  We  will  need  an  addi¬ 
tional  $20,000  for  this  year.  Since 
our  board  is  committed  to  not 
spending  “building  funds”  for  Ex¬ 
panding  Ministries,  this  money 
must  be  raised.  Any  monies  raised 
over  and  above  the  needed  funds 
will  go  to  increase  our  reserves. 
Methodist  lay  persons  just  like  you 
are  our  only  source  of  funds.  We 
need  your  help. 

Programs 

Please  note,  If  your  church  or 
group  needs  a  program  or  some¬ 
one  to  supply  the  pulpit,  the  Direc¬ 
tor  or  some  member  of  the  Board 
is  available.  We  also  have  a  thirty- 
minute  video  cassette. 

Home  Available 

We  do  not  know  how  many  re¬ 
tirees  we  will  have  this  year  but 


DIRECTOR  —  The  Rev.  James  Ad¬ 
ams,  pictured  above,  Is  the  Executive 
Director  of  the  Retired  Mlnlstera' 
Homes  Board  In  Pineville. 


at  this  time  we  have  two  homes 
available  (see  Occupants).  If  you 
are  interested  and  qualified 
please  let  me  know. 

RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES 
BOARD,  INC. 

900  Hiawatha  Trail 
Pineville,  Louisiana 
Phone:  (318)  473-8682 
or (318) 640-9594 


RETIRED  MINISTERS’  HOMES 
BOARD,  INC. 

Merry  Christmas 
And 

A  Happy  New  Year 
To  Each  Of  You 

From  The  Members  Of  The  Board 
And 

The  56  Occupants  Of  Your  Homes 


.•  . 

•• 


Board  Members 


Dr  Henry  Blount.  Cabinet 
Representative, 

P  O  Box  929 

Ruston.  LA  71273 

H.  318-251-2690  O.  318-255-2041 


Earl  Cefalu.  Jr.,  Secretary 
P.O.  Box  806 
Amite.  LA  71422 
O.  504-748-8138 


Joe  Crouch 
407  Pine  Grove  Dr. 
Pineville.  LA  71301 
H.  318-443-2772 


Lewis  Love,  Chairman 
P.O.  Box  1219  , 

Ruston,  LA  71273-1219 

O.  255-5601,  H.  318-255-7912  S'Port  O. 
318-226-8610 

Mike  John,  Jr„  Treasurer 

P. O.  Box  1152 
Monroe,  LA  71201 

O.  318-323-2014  H.  318-322-6473 


Ms.  Jane  Pardue 
P.O.  Box  41 
Vivian,  LA  71082 
H.  318-378-4412 

Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade 
226  Fort  Jackson 
Belle  Chasse.  LA  70037 
H  504-394-3722 

Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
P.O.  Box  148 
Clinton.  LA  70722 
O.  504-683-5472  H.  504-683-8135 


Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot 
P.O.  Box  366 
Oakdale.  LA  71463 
O  318-335-3336  H.  335-2411 

Rev.  Tracy  Arnold 
2727  Jackson  St. 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 
O.  318-443-5696  H.  318-473-2203 

Rev.  John  Scott-Welch 
415  Church  St. 

Plaquemine  70764 

O.  504-687-2384  H.  504-687-4005 

Mrs.  Paul  White 
99  Woodland 
Alexandria.  LA  71409 
318-443-1349 

Cliff  Williams 

P. O.  Box  1385 
Jena.  LA  71342 

O.  318-992-4111  H.  318-992-8544 

George  Gladney 
Rt,  3  Box  210 
Rayvllle,  LA  71269 

Mrs.  Susan  Baker 
114  Deveraux  Dr. 

Slidell.  LA  70461 
504-641-3168 

George  Mayer 
Address  Not  Available 

Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 

P. O.  Box  86 

Downsvllle,  LA  71234-0086 
318-982-7309 

Dennis  Bracht 
Address  Not  Available 
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Nativity  story  is  more  than  ‘facts’ 


Just  before  Christmas,  the  Associated 
Press  shared  with  the  world  this  late- 
breaking  news  flash: 

A  prominent  biblical  researcher  has 
concluded  that  the  New  Testament  ac¬ 
count  of  Jesus'  birth  in  a  stable  because 
the  inn  was  full  is  merely  a  legend. 

“I  think  the  child  was  born  in  Bethle¬ 
hem  because  that's  where  they  (Mary 
and  Joseph)  lived,"  said  the  Rev.  Jerome 
Murphy-OConner.  a  professor  at  the 
Ecole  Biblique  et  Archeologique  Fran- 
caise  (French  School  of  Bible  and  Ar¬ 
chaeology)  in  Jerusalem. 

When  the  time  came  to  give  birth,  they 
moved  to  an  adjacent  cave  that  served 
as  a  stable  and  storage  space— a  "very 
normal  thing"  since  their  house  was 
probably  very  small,  he  explained. 

Thus,  Father  Murphey-O’Conner  reasons, 
the  biblical  account  should  read,  "There 
was  no  space  for  them  in  the  room." 

We  trust  no  one  has  rushed  out  to  can¬ 
cel  his  or  her  Nativity  pageant  or  entire 
celebration  of  Christmas  in  response  to 
this  latter-day  reflection. 

Even  if  the  professor  could  be  proved 
accurate,  we  doubt  his  version  would 
make  any  more  believable  the  essence  of 
the  Nativity  story:  God's  birth  in  human 
form  2,000  years  ago  in  Bethlehem  to 
poor  Jewish  parents. 

Alongside  the  stunning  truth  of  that 
birth,  efforts  to  revise  commonly  accept¬ 
ed  details  related  to  it  are  trivial  by 
comparison. 

Gospel  stories  about  the  Nativity  that 
have  survived  through  the  centuries  are 
more  than  a  mere  recounting  of  "facts." 

Those  stories  are  the  witness  of  ordi¬ 
nary  people  telling  as  best  they  could— 
via  prose,  poetry,  metaphor  and  leg¬ 
end— about  an  unparalleled  event  in  hu¬ 
man  history. 

Despite  frequent  efforts  to  revise  or 
discredit  their  witness,  it  has  stood  the 
test  of  time  because  it  resonates  with  the 
faith  experiences  of  countless  other 
Christians  across  the  ages. 

Namely,  the  God  who  disclosed  Him¬ 
self  in  Jesus  typically  comes  to  us  in  un¬ 


likely.  unexpected  and  often 
inconspicuous  ways  that  transform  our 
vision  and  give  meaning  to  our  lives. 

As  Christians,  we  should  joyfully  cele¬ 
brate  this  Christmas  and  share  with  oth¬ 
ers  the  one  unassailable  fact  of  our  faith: 
that  in  the  life  of  Jesus  our  knowledge  of 
God  became  rooted  in  a  reality  that  peo¬ 
ple  could  see,  hear  and  tell  others  about. 

Hence,  the  good  news  that  we  are  privi¬ 
leged  to  tell  in  our  own  time  and  way  at 
Christmas:  The  One  we  follow  is  neither  a 
fairy  tale  nor  a  philosophical  system. 
Whether  His  birth  took  place  in  a  stable,  a 
cave  or  a  hotel,  He  is  God's  living  word 
that  we  know  "became  flesh  and  dwelt 
among  us,  full  of  grace  and  truth." 


The  search 
born,  told  in  the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke,  is 
depicted  by  artist  Barton  Benes.  De¬ 
spite  frequent  efforts  to  revise  or  dis¬ 
credit  the  biblical  witness  to  the 
Christmas  story,  it  has  stood  the  test  of 
time  because  it  resonates  with  the  faith 
experiences  of  countless  Christians 
across  the  ages. 


My  Witness 

No  wonder  God  came  to  us  as  a  child! 


By  HERB  MARLOW 

It  was  a  busy,  crowded  day  at  the  Dal- 
las-Fort  Worth  International  Airport. 

Arriving  some  30  minutes  before  my 
wife's  flight  meant  that  I  would  have  to 
wait,  but  that  didn’t  bother  me.  Airport 
waiting  rooms  are  the  best  arenas  in 
the  world  for  adherents  of  that  great 
American  sport  known  as  “people 
watching." 

I  took  a  seat  opposite  the  departure 
lounge  beside  the  concourse  aisle. 

I  quickly  noticed  two  businessmen 
engaged  in  close  and  concentrated  con¬ 
versation.  They  were  standing  by  the 
ticket  counter,  luggage  at  their  feet, 
raincoats  over  their  arms.  And  they 
were  serious. 

From  furrowed  brows  to  turned- 
down  mouths,  whatever  aspect  of  busi¬ 
ness  they  were  discussing,  it  could  not 
have  been  a  happy  one. 

A  bright  flash  caught  my  eye.  I  turned 
to  see  a  leopard  skin  stalk  by.  None  of 
your  department  store  imitations  here. 
This  was  a  real,  full-length  leopard  skin 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


coat  wrapped  casually  around  an  attrac¬ 
tive  middle-aged  woman. 

She  was  pacing  back  and  forth,  al¬ 
most  as  if  she  had 
taken  on  the  ner¬ 
vousness  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  that  first  wore 
her  coat.  Her  well- 
done  makeup  could 
not  conceal  the 
worried  expression 
on  her  face. 

Across  the  con-  Herb  Marlow 
course  an  elderly  couple  sat  huddled  to¬ 
gether.  She  was  visibly  frightened.  He 
held  her  hand  in  both  of  his,  his  lips 
moving  slowly  in  an  inaudible,  though 
obvious,  attempt  to  comfort  her. 

Not  a  very  happy  picture.  In  fact,  not 
a  very  happy  place  to  be.  I  had  been 
treated  rudely  by  a  newspaper  clerk. 
All  around  there  were  angry  words  and 
quiet  sobs.  Tension  filled  the  air. 

A  voice  cut  clearly  through  the  hub¬ 
bub.  Not  a  loud'voice  but  an  arresting 
one  because  it  seemed  so  out-of-place. 


It  was  the  voice  of  a  child. 

Down  the  concourse  came  a  fresh 
looking,  but  somewhat  hurried,  young 
mother,  a  baby  in  her  arms  and  a  tod¬ 
dler  following.  It  was  the  toddler  who 
had  spoken.  They  stopped  in  front  of 
me  as  the  little  girl  repeated, 
Mommy,  when  will  we  see  daddy?" 

Every  head  turned  to  find  the  source 
of  that  sweet  voice.  The  young  mother, 
somewhat  embarrassed  by  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  those  around  her,  replied,  “Soon, 
honey,  but  we  must  go  on  down  the  hall 
to  where  he’ll  be." 

The  little  girl  nodded  very  seriously. 
Then  her  eyes  grew  wider,  and  at  the 
thought  of  seeing  her  daddy  soon,  her 
cherubic  face  lighted  in  a  smile  so 
bright  the  rays  touched  us  all. 

I  looked  around.  The  businessmen 
were  no  longer  in  their  huddle.  They 
were  watching  the  little  girl,  the  cor¬ 
ners  of  their  mouths  twitching. 

The  leopard  had  stopped  her  pacing 
and  faced  the  little  group  there  on  the 
concourse.  The  worried  look  had  disap¬ 


peared.  replaced  by  a  stunning  smile. 

The  elderly  couple  still  sat  on  the 
edge  of  their  chairs,  but  now  the  fearful 
look  was  passing  from  her  face.  They 
clasped  hands  tightly,  their  eyes  glued 
to  the  small  bundle  of  light  and  life. 

The  child  had  transformed  that  wait¬ 
ing  room. 

It  was  no  mistake  that  God  chose  to 
reveal  Emmanuel  as  a  babe.  He  chose 
the  one  form  that  could  arrest  the  at¬ 
tention  of  everyone. 

Just  as  the  little  girl  transformed 
those  weary,  worried,  cynical  travel¬ 
ers,  so  did  the  baby  Jesus  transform  hu¬ 
manity. 

It  was  no  mistake  that  the  Prince  of 
Peace  should  be  dropped  into  the  hub¬ 
bub  of  a  waiting  world  in  swaddling 
clothes— to  turn  frowns  to  smiles,  wor¬ 
ry  to  joy,  fear  to  peace. 

It  was  no  mistake. 

The  Rev.  Herb  Marlow  is  pastor  of 
Jean  United  Methodist  Church,  Olney, 
Texas  (Central  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 


Is  Christianity  6a  variant  of  the  Jewish  faith’? 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  printing  Bishop  John 
Warman’s  "My  Witness"  column  affirm¬ 
ing  his  faith's  roots  in  Judaism  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  4). 

For  too  many  centuries  the  Christian 
world  has  repressed,  ignored,  forgotten 
and  denied  that  it  began  as  a  Jewish 
sect— as  "a  variant  of  the  Jewish  faith" 
in  Bishop  Warman's  words. 

Without  this  forgetting  and  denial,  the 
centuries  of  distortion  of  and  contempt 
for  Judaism  would  not  have  been  possi¬ 
ble.  Without  that  tradition  of  contempt, 
the  1,000  years  of  discrimination  against 
and  oppression  of  Jews  would  not  have 
been  possible. 

Without  the  discrimination  and  op¬ 


pression,  the  Holocaust  would  not  have 
been  possible  in  Western  Europe. 

It  will  probably  take  a  century  to 
change  significantly  this  warped  mind¬ 
set  in  Christendom,  but  the  preparatory 
work  is  being  done  by  some  Christian 
scholars,  theologians,  church  leaders  and 
among  some  of  the  laity. 

Let  us  pray  and  work  in  Christ’s  name 
that  it  is  done. 

Grover  C.  Bagby 
Lake  Oswego.  Oregon 

A  noble  but  mistaken  call 

To  the  Editor: 

Like  many  people  who  find  antagonism 
between  Christians  and  Jews  disturbing, 
Bishop  John  Warman  has  his  heart  in  the 


right  place  (see  UMR,  Dec.  4). 

Unfortunately,  the  path  he  has  taken  to 
justify  his  compassion  is  ignorant  of  both 
church  history  and  of  Jewish  theology. 

He  states  that  because  he  is  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  he  is  a  "member  of  a  variant  of  the 
Jewish  faith." 

By  doing  so,  he  ignores  the  tremen¬ 
dous  work  that  was  done  by  the  early 
church  to  separate  itself  from  Judaism. 
The  first  advent  of  Christ  did  not  signal 
just  a  splinter  group  of  Jewish  religion 
then,  and  it  doesn’t  now. 

Even  more,  the  act  of  calling  oneself  a 
Jew— even  for  the  sake  of  peace— isn’t 
being  fair  to  our  Jewish  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters.  While  a  Christian  may  believe  that 
"the  God  of  Abraham  is  my  God,”  etc., 


Judaism  has  some  specific  doctrines  that 
are  not  held  by  Christians  and  vice  versa. 

The  bishop's  call  to  Christians  (and 
Jews)  to  recognize  one  another  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  of  God  is  a  noble  one. 
But  he  serves  neither  faith  by  ignoring 
the  uniqueness  of  both.  He  needs  to  come 
to  terms  with  G.  K.  Chesterton's  state¬ 
ment  that  "Every  act  is  an  irrevocable 
selection  and  exclusion." 

I  look  forward  to  the  day  when  we  can 
start  talking  about  the  possibility  of 
peace  (wherever  and  between  whomev¬ 
er)  without  someone  suggesting  that  we 
need  to  give  up  the  distinctiveness  of  our 
faith  to  do  that. 

Karl  Stonebraker 
Solon,  Ohio 


A  UMR  Interview 


Loving  God  with  one’s  mind  requires  church-college  ties 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Following  are  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  an  extended  recent  inter¬ 
view  with  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter. 

Dr.  Trotter  ends  14  years  as  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  Dec.  31.  He  will 
be  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Roger  Ireson. 

Dr.  Trotter  has  occupied  the  top  staff 
post  at  a  denominational  agency  longer 
than  anyone  else  since  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  formed  in  1968.  In  fact, 
he  is  the  only  chief  executive  the  Nash¬ 
ville-based  board  has  ever  had. 

Dr.  Trotter  went  to  Nashville  in  1973 
after  years  as  dean  of  the  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont,  Calif. 

During  Dr.  Trotter’s  tenure,  the  board 
defined  how  it  would  fulfill  its  missions: 
to  provide  general  oversight  and  care  for 
the  119  UM-relaled  colleges  and  schools, 
nine  universities  and  13  seminaries;  de¬ 
velop  and  maintain  certification  stand¬ 
ards  and  procedures  for  diaconal  and 
ordained  ministry;  and  assist  people  in 
specialized  ministries,  such  as  chaplaincy. 

QOver  the  past  14  years,  what’s 
changed  most  in  the  board’s  oper¬ 
ation  or  areas  of  attention? 

A  We're  more  interventionist  than 
we  used  to  be.  In  the  previous  peri¬ 
od.  the  board  was  relatively  passive  re¬ 
garding  the  care  of  institutions.  In  fact, 
the  General  Conference  in  1968  suggested 
that  colleges  look  seriously  at  divesting 
themselves  of  church  relationships. 

At  that  time  it  was  thought  that  the  fed¬ 
eral  government's  support  would  be  end- 
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less  and  bottomless  and  that  colleges  would 
have  difficulty  with  the  constitutional  ques¬ 
tion  of  being  sectarian  institutions. 

One  of  the  first  things  done  under  my 
leadership  was  to  test  that.  We  inter¬ 
vened  in  the  famous  Roemer  case  of 
1960-1975  as  an  amicus  in  the  Supreme 
Court  and  published  a  book  about  it. 

We  demonstrated  on  behalf  of  our 
church,  and  indeed  all  of  church-related 
higher  education,  that  it  was  a  very  mis¬ 
guided  theory  that  the  church  should  back 
away  from  support  of  higher  education. 

What  was  the  Roemer  case? 

A  Western  Maryland  College  and  two 
Roman  Catholic  schools  in  Virginia 
were  sued  by  a  citizens  group  led  by  some¬ 
one  named  Roemer  to  divest  themselves  of 
their  denominational  connections  if  they 
wanted  to  receive  support  from  the  state  of 
Maryland  for  scholarships. 

How  else  has  the  board  changed? 

A  The  University  Senate  was  com¬ 
pletely  redesigned.  Its  program 
now  permits  it  to  be  the  church’s  initia¬ 
tive  in  institutional  crises  in  schools  and 
colleges  that  want  to  call  themselves 
United  Methodist.  There've  been  several 
well-publicized  examples  of  its  work. 

A  further  interventionist  model  that 
we  developed  in  the  early  '70s  was  to  in¬ 
tervene  as  a  board  in  institutional  crises. 
The  intervention  model  has  been  used 
three  or  four  times. 

We  have  created  a  system  of  peer  in¬ 
tervention.  If  an  institution  has  the  need 
for  some  assistance  in  a  particular  area, 
the  board  is  capable  of  supplying  strong, 
experienced  persons  to  be  intervention¬ 
ists  in  a  collaborative  way. 

It  (peer  intervention)  was  used  at  Alaska 
Pacific  [University]  when  we  came  within 
an  inch  of  losing  the  school.  It  was  very 
successful  there.  The  school  is  now  operat¬ 
ing  in  a  much  more  positive  position.  It  was 
used  at  Scarritt  [Graduate  School.  Nash¬ 
ville].  and  it  was  used  at  Morristown  [Term.. 
College]  in  an  earlier  period. 

The  same  models  are  at  work  in  the 
Division  of  Chaplains  and  Related  Minis¬ 
tries.  where  our  endorsing  system  is  the 
best  in  the  business,  and  in  diaconal  min¬ 
istry.  where  we've  made  great  break¬ 
throughs  in  workshops  and  training 
corps  of  people  in  annual  conferences 
who  are  engaging  in  developing  the  char¬ 
acter  and  quality  of  diaconal  ministry. 

We  re  more  aggressive  in  inventing 
new  entrepreneurial  programs  like  our 
insurance  program  [for  UM  schools],  le¬ 
gal  consulting  service  [for  UM  schools], 
the  [National  Methodist]  Foundation,  our 
initiatives  with  Japan— creating  a  new 
organization  for  East-West  cooperation. 

These  are  sort  of  semientrepreneurial 
in  that  they  don't  require  funding  from 
the  board.  That's  been  a  very  interesting, 
dramatic  model  in  how  to  do  our 
church's  work. 

What  about  areas  of  attention? 

A  We  are  no  longer  a  domestic 
board.  We  have  an  international 
philosophy.  The  Africa  Initiative’s  a  good 
example  of  that. 

We  are  responding  to  an  initiative 
from  the  central  conferences  of  Africa  in 
a  way  that  would  have  been  unheard  of 
15  years  ago. 


It's  not  just  that  we’ve  invented  that. 
The  church  has  moved  to  that  position  in 
making  the  central  conference  people 
members  of  more  agencies  than  just  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

We  re  a  smaller  staff  than  we  were  13 
years  ago.  Currently  we  have  23  profes¬ 
sionals  on  this  board.  When  I  became  gen¬ 
eral  secretary,  it  was  33.  We  are  leaner 
and  meaner  We’re  better  staffed  and 
more  focused  on  our  mission. 

We've  been  able  to  operate  for  14 
years  while  never  once  being  in  the  red. 
That  management  side  of  our  work  I’ve 
been  very  proud  of. 

QYou  talked  about  the  importance 
of  the  internationalization  of  this 
board.  Why  did  that  come  about? 

Alt’s  inconceivable  that  higher  edu¬ 
cation  and  theological  educa¬ 
tion— indeed  ministry  itself  in  its  various 
forms— can  be  anything  else  than  an  in¬ 
ternational  activity.  Learning  is  not  a  do¬ 
mestic  occupation,  and  ministry  is  not  a 
neighborhood  occupation.  These  are 
worldwide  enterprises. 

We  began  to  establish  relationships, 
especially  in  Asia,  with  colleges  that  had 
historic  Methodist  relationships.  Those 
schools  are  no  longer  “missionary’' 
schools.  They  are  strong,  established  uni¬ 
versities  like  our  schools  in  this  country. 

We’ve  taken  serious  initiatives  to  link 
them  to  North  American  schools.  We've 
had  an  initiative  with  European  theologi¬ 
cal  education.  Our  board  has  carried  on 
a  fairly  long  series  of  dialogues  with  the 
European  central  conferences’  theologi¬ 
cal  studies  committee.  And  we’ve  tried 
to  relate  their  work,  which  is  of  a  very 
high  order,  to  the  work  of  the  various 
commissions  and  programs  in  the  North 
American  church. 

The  African  program  is  just  the  latest 
manifestation  of  this  sense  that  educa¬ 
tion  belongs  to  the  whole  church  and  the 
whole  church  is  impoverished  if  that  sys¬ 
tem  isn’t  energized  and  vital. 

QHow  important  is  higher  educa¬ 
tion  to  the  overall  ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church? 

Alt's  extremely  important.  The  de¬ 
nomination  would  realize  that  if  it 
would  reflect  on  its  need  for  qualified 
leadership,  both  lay  and  clergy,  and  for 
using  these  impressive  institutions  for 
the  purpose  for  which  they  are  well  suit¬ 
ed,  namely  the  articulation  of  the 
church's  role  in  society  and  providing 
ways  in  which  the  church  can  address 
the  major  issues  of  society. 

The  problem  is  that  the  church  has 
been  relatively  indifferent  to  its  higher 
education  institutions.  It  doesn’t  consider 
them  as  necessarily  instruments  where¬ 
by  the  purposes  of  the  church  can  be 
moved  forward  and  enhanced. 

QDo  you  see  the  church  awakening 
to  those  possibilities? 

A  Of  course.  A  good  example  of 
what  we’ve  tried  to  do  here  is  to 
find  ways  to  make  the  church  aware  of 
these  resources  and  to  encourage  their 
exploitation. 

On  the  Africa  Initiative  we  have  a 
committee  of  nine  persons  representing 
the  nine  universities  of  our  church  who 
are  providing  technical  assistance  and 
planning  assistance  for  the  African  uni¬ 
versity.  drawing  upon  the  enormous  re¬ 
sources  at  these  great  universities. 

The  universities  are  delighted  to  be  a 


The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter 


“ Colleges  .  .  .  parts  of  our  evangelism  ” 

part  of  that  and  delighted  to  have  been 
asked. 

It’s  very  clear  that  we  can’t  build  a 
great  university  in  Africa  without  using 
resources  of  leadership  and  technical  as¬ 
sistance  of  the  great  universities  of  our 
church  in  America.  That  is  a  missional 
use  of  the  universities. 

We  are  somewhat  careless  in  not  think¬ 
ing  of  the  colleges  and  universities  as  im¬ 
portant  parts  of  our  evangelism.  They  are 
the  best  places  we  have  during  the  years 
young  people  are  in  the  care  of  the  church’s 
institutions  to  encourage  not  just  a  life  of 
professionalism  or  career.  They  are  places 
where  a  human  character  is  formed  with  a 
sense  of  the  importance  of  a  religious  di¬ 
mension,  religious  commitment. 

Generally,  the  church  wants  the  col¬ 
lege  to  explain  why  it  ought  to  be  related 
to  the  church.  Our  position  for  the  last 
period  has  been  that  it’s  time  for  the 
church  to  tell  the  college  what  it  wants 
the  college  to  do.  Why  should  this  be  a 
college-related  church? 

There's  a  great  tradition  in  our  church 
of  loving  God  with  one’s  mind,  which 
means  knowing  the  world  so  that  we  can 
know  all  that  we  need  to  know  about  lov¬ 
ing  God.  That  alone  is  sufficient  for  the 
church  to  be  in  the  college  business  or 
the  seminary  business. 

Q  You’ve  mentioned  ministry  sev¬ 
eral  times.  Ministry  is  in  the 
name  of  the  agency.  Also  during 
your  entire  tenure,  the  denomination 
has  been  studying  concepts  of  ministry. 
The  board’s  been  directly  involved.  Now 
a  committee  mandated  by  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  studying  it.  What  would  you 
hope  comes  of  all  this  study  of  ministry? 

A  I  hope  for  clarity.  The  General 
Conference  has  had  a  committee 
or  commission  to  study  ministry  in  my 
recollection  in  every  quadrennium  since 
1956.  That  means  we're  now  in  the  32nd 
year  of  consecutive  committees  or  com¬ 
missions  to  study  ministry. 

With  regard  to  the  current  commission 
for  the  study  of  ministry,  the  Ruth 
Daugherty  commission,  I  think  their  sug¬ 
gestion— which  as  I  understand  it  is  to 
continue  the  study  for  a  second  quadren¬ 


nium— is  a  superb  idea.  These  are  issues 
that  don't  lend  themselves  to  quadrenni¬ 
al  resolutions. 

Because  we  assumed  that  they  did,  we 
always  come  up  with  flawed  positions. 
Since  the  General  Conference  is  intoler¬ 
ant  of  untidiness,  it  makes  decisions  that 
are  not  fully  formed  and  reflective,  so 
we  have  to  have  another  commission. 
Why  not  have  a  more  patient  and  more 
leisurely  pace  to  this? 

Ministry  needs  to  be  studied.  It  also 
needs  to  be  lived.  I’ve  for  some  time  felt 
the  pressure  to  legislate  ministry. 

It  might  be  useful  to  call  a  moratori¬ 
um  on  that  one  of  these  days  and  let  it 
take  its  own  forms  for  a  while  instead  of 
trying  to  legislate  it  before  it  has  taken 
its  appropriate  forms. 

We  have  a  very  long  and  impressive 
tradition  of  reflection  on  the  orders  and 
organization  of  ministry,  but  must  we  be 
fascinated  with  that  to  the  detriment  to  a 
certain  amount  of  vitality  in  ministry? 

QHow  would  you  explain  to  the  av¬ 
erage  church  member  what  is  so 
difficult  about  the  understanding 
of  ministry? 

A  I  think  it  grows  out  of  the  ancient 
judgment  in  the  church  that  the 
assignment  of  responsibility  for  the  word 
of  God  is  a  very  solemn  assignment. 
Therefore  the  care  with  which  the 
church  selects  people  to  be  responsible 
for  the  traditions  and  for  "rightly  divid¬ 
ing  the  word  of  God,”  as  the  tradition 
says,  is  very,  very  important. 

Church  history  is  filled  with  chapters 
of  disappointing  periods  where  those  re¬ 
sponsibilities  have  not  been  taken  serious¬ 
ly.  So  there’s  a  naturally  conservative 
intention  here.  That’s  reflected  in  the 
slowness  with  which  the  church  changes 
its  mind  about  ministerial  issiies. 

QHow  does  the  operation  and  phi¬ 
losophy  of  the  board  reflect  your 
personality? 

A  I  brought  to  this  board  the  model 
of  academic  leadership.  It  was 
really  the  only  model  I  knew  well. 

I've  been  a  campus  minister.  I  was  a 
founding  pastor  of  a  church.  But  for  13 
years  before  I  came  here,  I  was  the  dean 
of  a  seminary. 

I  thought  then,  and  I  still  think,  that  the 
model  of  a  faculty  is  the  best  model  for  a 
general  agency,  where  people  who  are  in¬ 
volved  in  the  agency  are  considered  peers. 

What’s  been  the  biggest  struggle? 

A  That  is  also  related  to  that  other 
vision  and  hope.  There’s  so  much 
in  our  system  that  is  heavy  with  gravity. 
The  sheer  size  of  our  system.  The  logis¬ 
tics  involved  in  making  decisions.  That 
can  be  very  wearying. 

The  general  secretary  is  required  to  be 
representative  at  so  many  places.  I  go  to 
all  of  the  meetings  of  the  [General]  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries,  the  [General]  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  There  are  command 
performances  at  an  endless  series  of  in¬ 
terlocking  organizational  directorates. 

I’ve  taken  the  position  that  it’s  expedi¬ 
ent  for  one  to  die  for  the  many,  and  I 
have  accepted  those  responsibilities  so 
that  my  colleagues  could  have  more 
space  to  do  the  work  of  the  agency.  But 
that  has  been  a  demanding  and  in  some 
ways  a  frustrating  part  of  the  work  of 
this  agency— of  any  general  agency. 


Q  Early  in  your  tenure  here,  you  at 
times  talked  about  the  value  of 
shorter  tenure  for  general  secre¬ 
taries.  Then  a  case  involving  this  agency 
and  your  tenure  overturned  the  12-year 
tenure  limit  for  chief  executives  who 
are  ordained.  How  did  you  feel  called  to 
stay  here  14  years? 

A  I  think  I  came  to  change  my  mind 
on  short  tenure.  You  see  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  agency,  the  leadership,  other  than  the 
staff  leadership,  is  very  short.  We  have 
two-thirds  to  three-fourths  of  our  directors 
turning  over  every  four  years. 

So  unlike  a  local  church,  where  you 
have  a  more  stable  community,  you  can 
have  shorter  tenure  for  pastors.  You 
don't  in  the  local  church,  but  you  could. 

You  come  back  to  the  question  of  unity 
and  a  focus  of  purpose. 

When  I  began  seeing  my  mission  here 
taking  new  forms— for  example  the  things 
we  were  working  on  in  scholarships  and 
Africa— that  began  to  attract  more  atten¬ 
tion  and  more  of  my  energy.  That’s  when 
we  challenged  the  idea  that  there  was  an 
arbitrary  point  at  which  you  couldn’t  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  on  an  assignment  in  the 
church.  I  think  we  made  our  point. 

QWhat  would  you  do  differently  if 
you  had  something  to  do  over 
again? 

A  There  are  some  things  I  wouldn’t 
take  as  seriously  as  I  did,  and 
maybe  there  are  some  things  I  would 
take  more  seriously. 

Maybe  the  most  important  responsibil¬ 
ity  in  terms  of  this  part  of  our  work  is 
seeing  to  the  needs  of  new  board  mem¬ 
bers.  Every  four  years  you  get  100  new 
board  members. 

In  other  kinds  of  organizations,  board 
members  are  elected  because  they  are 
already  reasonably  well  informed  and 
sophisticated  about  the  work  of  the  com¬ 
pany  or  the  corporation  for  which  they 
are  going  to  become  directors. 

In  our  kind  of  work,  most  of  the  per¬ 
sons  who  come  as  directors  are  ama¬ 
teurs  about  the  work  of  this  agency. 

You  get  wonderful  people,  but  you! 
spend  a  great  deal  of  energy  helping! 
them  learn  their  roles. 


COMPARISON 

INVITED 


□  Trinity  □  Bethel 

□  Kerygma  □  Disciple 

Choose  wisely  Consider: 
Content  s 
Theology  s 
Teachability  s 
Cost  s 

and  you  will  choose 

[Vf TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

Now  10,000  churches  strong. 

LOOK  IT  OVER!  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE 


DECEMBER  25,  1987 


THE  I'NITED  METHODIST  REPORTEK 


PAGE  3 


‘ Somehow  the  pageant  makes  me  believe  Christmas V 

$100,000  production  memorial  to  daughter 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 
Religious  News  Service 
MINNEAPOLIS— Glen  and  Mari¬ 
lyn  Nelson  want  others  to  believe  in 
the  promise  of  Christmas  like  their 
daughter.  Juliet,  did. 

Juliet,  who  had  just  started  her 
first  semester  at  Smith  College,  was 
killed  in  an  automobile  accident  in 
1985  while  returning  to  school  from  a 
weekend  in  Vermont. 

The  Nelsons,  devastated  by  the 
loss  of  their  daughter,  say  they 
made  it  through  their  grief  only  be¬ 
cause  of  their  Christian  faith. 

They  established  a  scholarship  at 
Smith  in  Juliet's  name,  but  they 
wanted  to  do  something  more. 

The  idea  for  another  kind  of  me¬ 
morial  to  Juliet  came  to  them  as 
they  looked  through  her  diary.  They 
found  an  entry  from  Juliet  as  a 
young  girl  explaining  her  love  of  the 
family  Christmas  pageant  enacted 
each  year  on  Christmas  eve  at  the 
family  lodge. 

"I'm  an  angel  again  this  year," 
she  wrote,  "but  next  year  I  think  it 


will  be  my  turn  to  be  Mary.  I  pray 
that  there  will  be  a  live  baby  in  the 
family  so  I  can  really  hold  Jesus. 
Somehow  the  pageant  makes  me  be¬ 
lieve  Christmas!  I'd  give  up  a  lot- 
even  presents— before  I'd  give  up 
the  pageant." 

And  Marilyn  Nelson  remembered 
a  letter  from  Juliet’s  roommate  at 
Smith  who  related  a  late-night  con¬ 
versation  that  had  occurred  during 
one  of  their  first  days  together. 

Juliet  had  said  that  her  best  mem¬ 
ories  were  of  Christmas  and  partic¬ 
ularly  the  family  Christmas  pageant 
and  that  the  best  memory  of  all  was 
the  year  the  family  chose  her  to 
play  Mary. 

After  talking  to  their  pastor,  the 
Rev.  David  Tyler  Scoates,  senior 
minister  at  Hennepin  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  Nelsons  de¬ 
cided  their  memorial  to  Juliet  would 
be  a  Christmas  pageant  that  would 
relive  the  miracle  of  Jesus'  birth. 

The  church  board  made  available 
the  sanctuary  for  18  evenings  beginning 
Dec.  11  for  the  production  of  “The  Na¬ 


tivity,  a  Living  Pageant  of  Christmas." 

Marilyn  Nelson  contacted  a 
friend.  Robert  Jani,  who  agreed  to 
oversee  production  of  the  pageant. 
He  has  been  involved  in  major  pro¬ 
ductions  such  as  the  annual  Christ¬ 
mas  production  at  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  in  New  York  City  and  the 
Christmas  pageant  at  the  Crystal 
Cathedral  in  Garden  Grove.  Calif. 

Under  Mr.  Jani's  direction,  a 
script  and  original  music  built 
around  traditional  hymns  and  carols 
were  written. 

Massive  sets  were  constructed; 
costumes  were  cut  and  sewn;  and  re¬ 
cording  artists  and  technicians 
worked  on  a  sound  track.  Some  100 
volunteer  actors  and  actresses  be¬ 
gan  rehearsals. 

Along  with  the  cast  of  100  actors, 
live  animals  and  professional  choirs 
took  part  in  the  pageant,  which  was 
estimated  to  cost  $100,000. 

Proceeds  from  ticket  sales  were 
to  provide  meals  for  the  hungry  and 
clothing  for  children  through  the 
United  Way’s  Holiday  Bureau. 


MINNEAPOLIS— Actors  in  Hennepin  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church’s  pageant  recreate  the  Nativity  scene. 


50  pastors  issue  ‘declaration’  on  3  ‘doctrinal  certainties’ 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON— Fifty  United  Methodist 
ministers,  responding  to  what  one  pastor 
called  a  "crisis  of  faith"  in  the  UMC,  have 
issued  a  statement  supporting  three  "cen¬ 
tral  certainties"  of  Christian  doctrine. 

The  1,000-word  "Houston  Declara¬ 
tion,"  released  at  the  conclusion  of  a  spe¬ 
cial  Dec.  14-15  meeting,  reaffirmed 
Church  teachings  regarding: 

•  the  primacy  of  Scripture; 

•traditional  language  that  refers  to 

the  Trinity  as  "Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Spirit";  and 

•  the  UMC's  ban  against  the  ordination 
of  practicing  homosexuals. 

(See  excerpts  from  the  document  fol¬ 
lowing  this  article.) 

"There  are  those  who  want  to  change 
or  adapt  those  basic  tenets,”  said  the 
Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam,  pastor  of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church,  Memphis, 
Tenn.  He  was  one  of  the  seven  organizers 
Qf  the  two-day  meeting. 

"We  want  the  Methodist  family  across 
the  nation  and  across  the  world  to  know 
that's  not  where  the  majority  of  the  pas¬ 
toral  leadership  of  our  church  is,"  Dr. 
Dunnam  said. 

Churchwide  mailing  planned 

Plans  call  for  mailing  the  document 
Jan.  1  to  every  UM  pastor  and  lay  lead¬ 
er.  Participants  in  the  Houston  meeting 
pledged  $25,000  to  pay  printing  and  mail¬ 
ing  expenses.  Recipients  will  be  asked  to 
join  them  in  becoming  signatories  to  the 
declaration. 

A  communications  strategy  document 
given  to  participants  calls  for  the  decla¬ 
ration  to  be  forwarded  to  General  and 
Jurisdictional  conference  delegates,  ask¬ 


ing  for  their  support,  and  to  directors  of 
four  UM  denominational  agencies,  urging 
them  to  reconsider  positions  their  agencies 
have  taken  regarding  homosexuality. 

A  Nov.  18  letter  from  seven  "organiz¬ 
ing  pastors"  invited  selected  ministers  to 
the  meeting  and  stated  in  detail  why  the 
organizers  thought  such  reaffirmations 
are  urgently  needed. 

Those  invited  were  chosen  primarily  on 
the  basis  of  their  demonstrated  effective¬ 
ness  as  pastors  and  church  leaders,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  William  H.  Hinson,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Houston, 
and  one  of  the  meeting's  organizers. 

The  letter  said,  “. . .  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  under  great  and  unusual 
pressure  to  abandon  the  truths  and  tradi¬ 
tions  of  the  historic  Christian  faith. 

“. . .  If  the  church  yields  to  these  pres¬ 
sures,  we  will  clearly  move  out  of  classi¬ 
cal  Christian  orthodoxy,  and  we  will  exist, 
if  at  all,  as  a  sect  or  an  apostate  church. 

.  In  an  age  of  caucuses  and  special 
interest  groups  that  threaten  to  splinter 
and  divide  our  church,  those  of  us  rooted 
and  grounded  in  the  life  of  the  local 
church  must  endeavor  to  speak  on  behalf 
of  United  Methodists." 

Those  who  signed  the  two-page  letter 
besides  Dr.  Dunnam  and  Dr.  Hinson  in¬ 
cluded  the  Rev.  James  B.  Buskirk,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Tulsa,  Okla.; 
the  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Peoria,  Ill.;  the  Rev. 
Ellsworth  Kalas,  Church  of  the  Savior, 
Cleveland;  the  Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison, 
Frazer  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Montgomery,  Ala.;  and  the  Rev. 
O.  Gerald  Trigg,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 

‘Confusion,  conflict’  pinpointed 

Regarding  the  need  to  reaffirm  the 


Education  chief  to  head  UM  school 


primacy  of  Scripture,  the  Houston  Decla¬ 
ration  pinpoints  "confusion  and  conflict 
resulting  from  the  ambiguity  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  doctrinal  statement  as  contained  in 
Paragraph  69  of  the  1984  Discipline." 

Paragraph  69,  the  third  and  last  in  a 
series  of  doctrinal  statements,  is  subti¬ 
tled  "Our  Theological  Task.”  Among  oth¬ 
er  things,  it  "welcomes  all  serious 
theological  opinions  developed  within  the 
framework  of  our  doctrinal  heritage  and 
guidelines,  so  long  as  they  are  not  intol¬ 
erant  or  exclusive  toward  other  equally 
loyal  opinions." 

The  Houston  Declaration  endorses  and 
quotes  at  length  from  the  new  doctrinal 
statement  proposed  by  a  General  Confer¬ 
ence  study  commission  to  replace  the 
present  Book  of  Discipline  statement. 

The  proposed  statement  affirms  "the 
conviction  that  Scripture  is  the  primary 
source  and  criterion  for  authentic  Chris¬ 
tian  truth  and  witness.” 

"This  is  the  most  important  thing 
we  re  saying"  in  the  Houston  Declara¬ 
tion.  Dr.  Gallaway  said. 

‘Functional’  Trinity  deplored 

Regarding  the  Trinity,  the  Houston 
document  deplores  the  substitution  of 
functional  terms  such  as  "Creator,  Re¬ 
deemer,  Sustainer"  for  the  traditional 
"Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit." 

"God's  richly  personal  being  cannot  be 
defined  merely  in  functional  terms,"  the 
document  states. 

Disregard  for  the  traditional  trinitar¬ 
ian  formula  "paves  the  way  for  anybody 
to  baptize  any  way  they  want  to,"  Dr. 
Hinson  said. 

Regarding  homosexuality,  Dr.  Hinson 
specified  four  denominational  agencies 
as  primary  sources  of  pressure  for 
changes  to  which  the  group  objects,  par¬ 


ticularly  with  respect  to  ordination:  the 
general  boards  of  Church  and  Society, 
Discipleship,  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry,  and  the  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

The  Houston  document  itself  mentions 
without  naming  "some  caucus  groups 
that  tend  to  undermine"  church  teach¬ 
ings  regarding  homosexuality. 

Dr.  Hinson  told  the  Reporter  the  refer¬ 
ence  is  primarily  to  the  Methodist  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Social  Action  and  to  Affirmation, 
the  unofficial  caucus  for  homosexuals. 

He  pointed  out  that  these  groups  have 
petitioned  the  1988  General  Conference 
for  changes  in  church  law  that  would  de¬ 
lete  negative  references  to  homosexual¬ 
ity.  including  the  ban  on  the  ordination  of 
self-avowed  practicing  homosexuals. 

‘Clearly  states  who  we  are’ 

By  contrast  with  such  proposed 
changes  that  "do  not  represent  scriptural 
Christianity,"  Dr.  Hinson  said,  the  Hous¬ 
ton  Declaration  "clearly  states  who  we 
are  as  United  Methodist  Christians." 

The  document  states  that  ordination  of 
homosexuals  "is  not  acceptable  in  the 
context  of  the  Christian  faith." 

Background  work  on  the  Houston  Dec¬ 
laration  was  done  before  the  meeting 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Rev.  Geoffrey 
Wainwright.  a  professor  at  UM-related 
Duke  University  Divinity  School.  Dr. 
Wainwright.  ordained  in  the  British 
Methodist  Church,  participated  in  the 
meeting  as  a  theological  consultant. 

Dr.  Hinson  said  "more  than  50"  pastors 
had  accepted  invitations  to  the  meeting— 
“about  half"  of  those  invited,  he  said.  A 
few  could  not  make  it  because  of  pastoral 
or  personal  responsibilities,  he  said. 

The  invitations  were  extended.  Dr. 
Hinson  said,  to  people  known  or  recom¬ 


mended  to  the  seven  organizing  pastors, 
whom  he  described  as  "friends"  who  are 
in  frequent  communication. 

Invitations  were  issued  on  the  basis  of 
personal  relationships  and  not  according 
to  identification  with  any  special  interest 
group  or  caucus,  he  said. 

Those  in  attendance  represented  18 
states  in  all  five  geographic  U.S.  jurisdic¬ 
tions  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Thir¬ 
ty-five  were  from  the  Southeastern  and 
South  Central  Jurisdictions.  Twenty-four 
are  delegates  to  General  Conference. 

Participants  came  from  churches  total¬ 
ing  about  100,000  members.  Congregations 
ranged  in  size  from  about  200  for  a  church 
in  Bradford.  Mass.,  to  13,000  for  First  UMC, 
Houston.  All  but  eight  of  the  churches  have 
memberships  of  1,000  or  more. 

Participants  included  one  woman  and 


two  blacks,  although  an  additional  woman 
and  two  other  black  ministers  who  could 
not  attend  asked  that  their  names  be  add¬ 
ed  to  the  document,  Dr.  Hinson  said. 

The  Rev.  Barbara  J.  Brokhoff,  an 
evangelist  from  Clearwater.  Fla.,  said 
that  other  women  were  invited  but  could 
not  attend.  "No  one  was  consciously 
omitted."  she  said. 

Some  "concerned  members”  of  Dr.  Hin¬ 
son’s  church.  First  UMC,  Houston,  whose 
13,000  members  make  it  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  largest  congregation,  paid  for 
rooms,  meals  and  support  services  for  the 
event,  Dr.  Hinson  said.  But  participants 
paid  for  their  own  transportation. 

There  were  indications  that  efforts 
would  be  made  to  hold  a  similar  session 
for  United  Methodist  laity.  A  planning 
meeting  is  scheduled  for  Jan.  2  in  Chicago. 


Excerpts  from  Houston  Declaration 


Editor’s  Note:  The  following  excerpts 
are  from  the  Houston  Declaration  (see 
related  article). 

Out  of  love  and  concern  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  50  pastors  from  18 
states  . .  feel  compelled  to  speak  to 
three  crucial  truths  which  are  essential 
to  the  life,  witness  and  scriptural  integri¬ 
ty  of  the  Church:  (1)  the  primacy  of 
Scripture.  (2)  the  nature  and  name  of  the 
one  God.  Father.  Son  and  Holy  Spirit;  (3) 
the  high  and  holy  character  of  ordained 
ministry. 

The  Primacy  of  the  Scriptures 

We  United  Methodist  pastors  affirm 
the  Wesleyan  principle  of  the  Primacy  of 
Scripture  and  recognize  that  we  share  a 
common  heritage  with  Christians  of  ev¬ 
ery  age  and  nation 

We  therefore  endorse  the  following 


The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  who  ends 
his  tenure  as  the  UMC’s  top  higher  educa¬ 
tion  and  ministry  executive  Dec.  31  (see 
related  story  on  Page  2),  was  named  presi¬ 
dent  of  Alaska  Pacific  University  Dec.  17. 

Dr.  Trotter,  61,  is  to  succeed  the  Rev. 
Glenn  Olds  at  the  the  UM-related  institu¬ 
tion  in  Anchorage  Jan.  1.  But  Dr.  Trotter 
said  he  would  not  assume  his  administra¬ 
tive  responsibilities  until  March  1. 
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"I  will  continue  to  be  a  consultant  on 
the  Africa  university  project,"  he  told 
the  Reporter  Dec.  18.  Til  be  working  es¬ 
pecially  hard  on  that  between  now  and 
General  Conference." 

Dr.  Trotter,  chief  executive  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry  since  1973,  had  agreed  in  October  to 
continue  helping  during  1988  with  efforts 
to  launch  the  first  UM-related  university 
in  Africa— at  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe.  The 
1988  General  Conference  is  to  decide 
whether  to  build  the  institution. 

Larry  Carr,  chairman  of  Alaska  Pacif¬ 
ic's  board  of  trustees,  noted  that  Dr. 
Trotter  had  helped  keep  Alaska  Pacific 
alive  after  financial  troubles  forced  the 
school  to  close  in  1976  for  one  year. 

Dr  Trotter  also  helped  recruit  Dr. 
Olds,  then  president  of  Kent  State  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Ohio,  for  the  top  administra¬ 
tive  post  at  the  Anchorage  school. 

Alaska  Pacific,  founded  in  1958  as 
Alaska  Methodist  University,  is  Alaska’s 
only  private  university.  It  has  1,400  un¬ 
dergraduate  and  graduate  students. 


Gorbachev  commends  UM  minister 
for  series  of  U.S. -Soviet  conferences 


Do  YOU  know  the  answer? 

j:  In  1986,  National  Division’s  Office  of  Finance  and  Field  Service 

helped  United  Methodist  churches  and  annual  conferences  raise  more 

::  than: 

□  $43  million  dollars 

□  $32  million  dollars 

□  $67  million  dollars 

If  you  chose  $67  million,  you  may  already  be  aware  of  the  fundraising 
skills  of  the  Finance  and  Field  Service  Office,  which  topped  its  1985 
total  fundraising  amount  by  $10  million  for  a  record  total  of  $67.5 

million  in  1986. 

Isn’t  it  time  your  church  called  on  the  Office  of  Finance  and  Field 
Service’s  58  years  of  experience  to  help: 

•  retire  debt 

•  build  or  renovate 

•  begin  new  programs 

Call  or  write 

Office  of  Finance  and  Field  Service 

today  for  more 

National  Program  Division 

information: 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

A  k 

475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  320 

4  r 

New  York,  New  York  10115 

* ^ 

(212)  870-3837 

By  CHRISTINE  GREENWALD 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Bratton,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  clergyman  and  advocate  of  talks 
between  U.S.  and  Soviet  leaders,  got  to 
push  his  idea  to  the  ultimate  in  early  De¬ 
cember. 

He  talked  with  Soviet  Secretary  Gen¬ 
eral  Mikhail  Gorbachev  during  the  Sovi¬ 
et  leaders  historic  first  visit  to  the 
United  States. 

Dr.  Bratton  received  a  surprise  invita¬ 
tion  to  a  Soviet  Embassy  reception  in 
Washington  just  a  few  days  before  the 
event.  The  invitation  was  a  direct  result 
of  initiatives  he  has  taken,  as  president 
of  Chautauqua  Institution,  in  spearhead¬ 
ing  Chautauqua  Conferences  on  U.S.-So¬ 
viet  relations  in  1985,  1986  and  1987. 

Chautauqua  Institution,  world-re¬ 
nowned  center  for  religion,  education 
and  the  arts,  has  sponsored  the  ex¬ 
changes.  held  alternately  at  Chautauqua 
in  southwestern  New  York  State  and  in 
the  Soviet  Union. 

The  conferences  have  been  weeklong 
mixtures  of  political  speeches  and  de¬ 
bates.  round-table  discussions,  seminars, 
art  exhibits,  concerts  by  performing  art¬ 
ists  and  people-to-people  contacts  be¬ 
tween  official  delegations  from  each 
country  and  the  general  public. 

240  Soviets  attend  ’87  session 

The  August  1987  conference  at  Chau¬ 
tauqua  involved  a  240-person  Soviet  dele¬ 
gation.  the  largest-ever  sent  to  the 
United  States. 

In  a  telephone  interview.  Dr.  Bratton 
described  how  he  conversed  with  Secre¬ 
tary  General  and  Mrs.  Gorbachev  during 
a  reception  for  such  notables  as  former 
Secretary  of  State  Henry  Kissinger  and 
the  Rev.  Billy  Graham. 

All  I  had  to  do  was  mention  that  I 
was  from  Chautauqua,"  he  said,  "and 
(Mr.  Gorbachev)  launched  into  an  ani¬ 
mated  direct  and  articulate  state¬ 
ment  about  how  effective  he  thinks  the 
conferences  have  been.  ...  He  spoke  of 
glowing  comments  from  his  (assistants) 
who  have  attended. . . . 

I  told  him  we’d  be  back  in  his  country 
(for  the  1988  Chautauqua  Conference  on 
U.S. -Soviet  Relations)  and  invited  him  to 
be  present. 

He  said.  I’ll  even  wear  my  sweat 
shirt!  That  absolutely  stunned  me.  At 


A 


discuss  a  site,  dates  and  itinerary  for  the 
1988  Chautauqua  U.S.-Soviet  Relations 
Conference. 

"Chautauqua  has  become  a  key  player 
in  U.S.-Soviet  exchange  programming." 
he  said,  noting  the  U.S.  State  Depart¬ 
ment's  enthusiastic  cooperation  in  facili¬ 
tating  the  conferences. 

Dr  Bratton,  who  serves  as  Chautau¬ 
qua's  chief  executive  under  special  ap¬ 
pointment  from  the  Western  New  York 
Annual  Conference,  was  formerly  presi¬ 
dent  of  Kansas  Wesleyan  College. 

Ms.  Greenwald  is  a  United  Methodist 
laywoman  and  free-lance  writer  in 
Clymer,  NY. 


declaration  regarding  the  Primacy  of 
Scripture  as  included  in  the  newly  pro¬ 
posed  doctrinal  statement. 

"United  Methodists  share  with  other 
Christians  the  conviction  that  Scripture 
is  the  primary  source  and  criterion  for 
authentic  Christian  truth  and  witness  . . . 
Our  standards  affirm  the  Bible  as  the 
soruce  of  all  that  is  necessary  and  suffi¬ 
cient  unto  salvation’.  . ." 

The  Trinity 

We  confess  the  historic  Christian  faith 
in  the  one  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Spirit. . . . 

We  deplore  the  effort  in  baptism,  ordi¬ 
nation,  and  the  total  liturgy  of  the 
Church  to  resymbolize  the  Faith  by 
abandoning  the  name  of  God,  Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Spirit  or  adopting  inade¬ 
quate  substitutes. . . . 

We  affirm  equality  and  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  in  all  human  relationships. 

The  Ordained  Ministry 

The  Church,  on  the  authority  of  the 
Scriptures,  has  never  viewed  homosex¬ 
uality  as  a  part  of  God’s  diverse,  good 
creation,  but  always  considered  homo¬ 
sexual  practices  as  a  sin  and  a  manifes¬ 
tation  of  the  brokenness  of  God’s  fallen 
creation.  Every  scriptural  reference  to 
the  practice  of  homosexuality  is  nega¬ 
tive.  . . . 

We  repudiate  all  irrational  fear  of  and 
contempt  for  homosexual  persons  . . . 
Persons  may  or  may  not  be  able  to 
change  their  sexual  orientation;  persons 
can  change  their  lifestyle. . . . 

It  is  not  acceptable  in  the  context  of 
the  Christian  faith  that  persons  engaging 
in  homosexual  practices  should  be  or¬ 
dained  to  the  ministry  or  continue  in  rep¬ 
resentative  positions  within  the  Church, 
so  long  as  they  have  not  turned  from 
such  practices. 


The  Rev.  Daniel  Bratton 
.  .  .  (Irons  /t raise  from  Soviet  leader 

the  end  of  the  1987  conference  in  August, 
we  sent  a  conference  sweat  shirt  to  Sec¬ 
retary  General  Gorbachev.  We  never 
thought  he'd  get  it!" 

Leader  makes  good  impression 

Like  many  who  met  the  Soviet  leader, 
Dr.  Bratton  said  he  was  impressed  with 
his  charm  and  political  deftness  but  also 
aware  of  his  clear  intention  to  present 
himself  as  a  likable,  peaceable  represen¬ 
tative  of  his  country. 

Dr  Bratton  noted  the  caution  shown 
by  Dr  Kissinger  at  a  news  conference 
following  the  embassy  reception.  Dr. 
Kissinger  urged  Americans  to  appreci¬ 
ate  Mr.  Gorbachev’s  personality  but  to 
refrain  from  being  swept  away  in  eupho¬ 
ria  at  the  risk  of  forgetting  the  hard  bar¬ 
gaining  stance  that  must  always  exist 
between  nations  holding  widely  diver¬ 
gent  world  views. 

The  mood  in  Washington  was  indeed 
almost  euphoric.  Dr.  Bratton  acknowl¬ 
edged 

"Washington  and  I  are  old  friends,"  he 
said.  "Washington  is  usually  very  blase. 
But  is  was  charged.  The  mood  in  town 
was  electric  exciting,  positive.  . . . 
Not  that  there  weren't  negatives;  La¬ 
fayette  Square  (a  public  square  across 
from  the  White  House)  was  constantly 
filled  with  demonstrators." 

Dr.  Bratton  and  his  wife  are  to  travel 
to  the  Soviet  Union  in  late  Januarv  to 


SMU  trustees  vote  payments 
of  $1.7  million  to  school 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Members  of  the  Southern 
Methodist  University  board  of  trustees 
agreed  Dec.  17  to  raise  from  among  them¬ 
selves  $1.7  million  to  reimburse  the  uni¬ 
versity  for  all  expenses  incurred  in  the 
school  s  "pay-for-play"  athletics  scandal. 

Board  Chairman  Ray  Hunt  said  the 
$1.7  million  would  restore  all  funds  spent 
by  SMU  in  connection  with  a  1985  deci¬ 
sion  to  continue  improper  payments  to 
student  athletes  and  would  create  an  es¬ 
crow  account  for  future  costs  that  might 
be  associated  with  the  scandal. 

Mr  Hunt,  a  Dallas  oilman,  said  the  deci¬ 
sion  by  the  trustees  to  raise  the  money 
among  themselves  was  done  to  assure  stu¬ 
dents.  students'  parents  and  future  donors 
that  tuition  fees  and  gifts  are  used  “solely 
for  the  proper  purposes  of  the  university." 

A  United  Methodist  Bishops’  Commit¬ 
tee  reported  earlier  this  year  that  Texas 
Gov.  William  P.  Clements  Jr.,  a  former 
chairman  of  the  now-disbanded  SMU 
Board  of  Governors,  and  a  handful  of 
other  former  members  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  had  approved  the  payments 
without  knowledge  of  the  full  board. 

The  National  Collegiate  Athletic  Asso¬ 
ciation  suspended  SMU’s  1987  football 
season,  and  the  school  canceled  its  1988 
program  because  of  additional  scholar¬ 
ship  limitations  by  the  NCAA. 


A  Dec  31  deadline  has  been  set  for  the 
$1  7  million  to  be  raised. 

SMU  President  A.  Kenneth  Pye  said  if 
the  amount  was  not  raised  in  an  initial 
canvass  of  members,  the  remainder 
would  be  underwritten  by  individual 
trustees  who  will  "dig  deep  and  give  more 
than  they  otherwise  wrould  have  given.” 

Mr.  Hunt  said  no  former  board  mem¬ 
bers  would  be  asked  to  contribute,  add¬ 
ing  that  the  existing  board  "is  the  only 
group  whose  motivations  could  not  be 
questioned.”  None  of  the  present  41- 
member  board,  including  three  UM  bish¬ 
ops,  have  been  implicated  in  wrongdoing. 

While  the  scandal  apparently  has  not 
affected  student  enrollment— down  just 
eight  from  projections— Dr.  Pye  said 
some  prospective  donors  have  indicated 
they  would  not  contribute  to  SMU  as  long 
as  funds  were  needed  to  defray  costs  re¬ 
lated  to  the  athletic  scandal. 

The  funds  include  $605,000  to  be 
placed  in  escrow  to  defray  future  pay¬ 
ments  to  former  athletic  department 
personnel,  said  Dr.  Pye. 

Expenses  also  include  an  estimated 
$400,000  incurred  by  the  special  United 
Methodist  Bishops'  Committee,  which 
conducted  an  intensive  investigation  and 
issued  a  48-page  report;  investigative 
and  legal  fees:  and  $258,000  in  additional 
payments  to  the  athletic  department  of¬ 
ficials. 
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Counseling  victims  of  violent  crime 


Minister’s  stabbing  leads  to  action 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Even  Chicago  in  the  Roaring  '20s 
wasn't  more  violent  than  South  Florida 
in  the  '80s.  said  a  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  in  a  letter  to  the  "Miami  Herald” 
early  this  year. 

The  Rev  V  Wayne  Leaver’s  lamenta¬ 
tion  followed  the  brutal  stabbing  death  of 
a  Church  of  the  Brethren  minister.  The 
incident  led  him  to  help  prepare  fellow 
members  of  the  clergy  to  counsel  victims 
of  violent  crime  and  their  survivors. 

Dr.  Leaver,  pastor  of  Coral  Way/ 
Southwest  United  Methodist  Church  in  Mi¬ 
ami.  recently  conducted  an  ecumenical 
workshop  for  ministers  in  the  Miami  area 
on  dealing  with  victims  of  violent  crimes. 

The  session  was  co-sponsored  by  Par¬ 
ents  of  Murdered  Children,  a  victims’ 
survivors  group,  and  several  other  orga¬ 
nizations,  including  the  Miami  District  of 
the  Florida  Annual  Conference. 

Opportunities  for  counseling  victims 
of  violent  crime  abound  in  South  Florida. 
Dr  Leaver 


FBI  figures  indicate  the  comparison 
with  1920s  Chicago  isn’t  off  base.  Dade 
County  (Miami)  has  the  highest  killing 
rate  and  the  highest  rate  of  major 
crimes  among  metropolitan  areas  of  the 
United  States. 

"The  workshop  was  a  response  to  two 
great  concerns,”  Dr.  Leaver  said. 

"First,  there  are  about  20,000  murders 
a  year  in  the  United  States.  Violent 
crime,  not  just  crime,  is  a  major  threat 
to  everyone. 

"Second,  few  clergy  are  trained  ...  to 
respond  to  violent  death  and  to  assist  in 
the  unusual  grief  dynamics  that  follow." 

Dr  Leaver  told  his  workshop,  "We 
must  guard  against  the  use  of  cliches  and 
the  temptation  to  tell  people  they  must 
immediately  forgive  those  who  have 
murdered  their  loved  ones. 

"When  a  violent  death  occurs,  the  sur¬ 
vivors  are  in  shock,  even  in  a  void.  They 


are  not  able  to  hear,  much  less  respond 
to.  such  a  statement.  It  may  make  them 
feel  even  more  guilt.” 

Dr.  Leaver  outlined  steps  ministers 
should  take  when  counseling  survivors  of 
violent  crimes: 

•  Be  present  both  physically  and  emo¬ 
tionally. 

•  Help  the  grieving  person  accept,  ex¬ 
press  and  identify  emotions. 

•  Listen  non-judgmentally. 

•  Let  your  genuine  concern  show. 

•Encourage  the  grieving  person  to 

talk  about  the  deceased. 

•Talk  about  the  grief  process. 

•  Encourage  the  grieving  people  to  be 
patient  with  themselves.  Don't  tell  them 
they  should.  Encourage  them. 

Parents  who  took  part  in  the  workshops 
emphasized  the  importance  of  having 
members  of  the  clergy  help  them  through 


the  grief  process,  noting  that  the  process 
takes  longer  than  most  people  realize. 

"It  can  easily  extend  over  seven  years 
when  a  young  child  is  lost  to  a  murder," 
Dr  Leaver  said.  "Ministry  needs  to  be  de¬ 
veloped  with  that  in  mind  and  not  just  be 
thought  of  as  a  three-month  response." 

In  addition  to  things  a  minister  should 
do  in  counseling  survivors,  there  are 
some  things  they  shouldn't  do,  said  Dr. 
Leaver.  They  should  not: 

•Encourage  people  to  flee  through 
moving  or  change. 

•  Allow  grieving  people  to  remain  iso¬ 
lated. 

•  Expect  people  to  be  the  same  after  a 
loss. 

•Try  to  explain  the  loss  in  religious 
terms  too  soon. 

•  Push  grieving  people  into  new  rela¬ 
tionships  before  they  are  ready. 

More  information  about  the  workshop 
is  available  from  Dr.  Leaver  at  7900  Cor¬ 
al  Way.  Miami,  Fla.  33155. 
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UM  pastor  becomes  part 
of  local  baseball  history 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

"Take  me  out  to  the  ball  game _ ” 

Living  out  the  sentiment  of  those 
words,  a  retired  United  Methodist 
minister  has  become  a  part  of  base¬ 
ball  history  in  Pharr,  Texas,  where  he 
has  lived  since  1964. 

In  recognition  of  the  almost  leg¬ 
endary  involvement  in  the  city’s  Lit¬ 
tle  League  baseball  program  by  the 
Rev  Antonio  M.  Riojas.  city  offi¬ 
cials  declared  an  Antonio  M.  Riojas 
day  during  1987  and  named  a  base¬ 
ball  field  in  his  honor. 

According  to  Jim  Brewster,  the 
city  commissioner  who  introduced 
the  resolution  to  honor  the  90-year- 
old  minister,  Mr.  Riojas  "was  a  sort 
of  chaplain  to  generation  after  gen¬ 
eration  of  baseball  teams." 

He  loved  baseball  and  was  al¬ 
ways  there  for  the  kids,"  Mr.  Brew¬ 


ster  told  the  Reporter,  "and  he  was 
always  ready  to  help  with  fund  rais¬ 
ing.  He  never  said  no  to  anything  we 
asked  him  to  do." 

Among  other  honors  in  recent 
years,  Mr.  Riojas  has  received 
awards  of  appreciation  from  the 
Pharr  Little  League  baseball  pro¬ 
gram  and  the  local  school  district 
for  outstanding  volunteer  work  and 
moral  support. 

Mr.  Riojas  has  always  been  active 
in  community  service  and  in  support 
of  school  sports  activities,  his  son, 
Homer,  told  the  Reporter.  "Next  to 
the  church,  his  great  love  has  been 
sports,"  the  younger  Mr.  Riojas  said. 

Son  of  an  early  Hispanic  Method¬ 
ist  minister.  Mr.  Riojas  is  the  second 
oldest  retired  member  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  and  a  pioneer  in  Methodist 
work  among  Hispanics  in  Texas. 


News  of  religion:  All  in 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

It’s  9:30  on  any  weekday  morning. 

Six  people,  already  two  hours  into  their  work 
daycare  sitting  around  a  table  in  an  unimposing 
Manhattan  office. 

“Who  have  you  talked  to?”  asks  the  gray- 
haired  woman.  “What’s  in  the  mail?”  she  asks 
insistently,  not  waiting  for  real  answers  to  her 
first  question. 

The  meeting  continues  at  a  pressured  pace  un¬ 
til  breaking  up  “lOish  or  so.” 

Within  six  hours  the  staff  will  report,  write 
and  edit  the  day’s  top  religious  stories  and 
“move”  them  by  electronic  transmission  to  pro¬ 
duction  facilities  in  Dallas. 

It’s  a  typical  day  for  the  Rev.  Judy  Weidman 
and  her  colleagues  at  Religious  News  Service. 

Award  recognizes  success 

The  kind  of  success  they’ve  had  was  recog¬ 
nized  recently  when  Ms.  Weidman  was  named 
“Communicator  of  the  Year”  by  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Communicators. 

She  doesn't  spend  much  time  writing  news, 
though.  Her  main  job  since  becoming  editor  and 
director  of  Religious  News  Service  four  years 
ago  has  been  to  keep  it  alive  while  improving  its 
quality.  That  means  constantly  seeking  to  ex¬ 
pand  existing  markets,  developing  new  ones  and 
soliciting  foundation  grants. 

She’s  been  particularly  successful  at  the  lat¬ 
ter,  garnering  nearly  $200,000  from  some  of  the 
nation's  biggest  foundations  with  several  other 
grant  requests  still  out  for  decisions. 

“It's  gratifying  to  ‘sell’  the  value  of  religious 


news  to  some  hard-boiled  foundation  execu¬ 
tives,”  she  said.  "They  seem  to  appreciate  the 
contribution  of  religion  and  news  of  religion  to 
our  culture.” 

In  addition  to  seeking  new  money  for  re¬ 
search,  Ms.  Weidman  and  RNS  had  to  survive  a 
subscriber  “shake-out”  almost  from  the  first  day 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter  assumed  owner¬ 
ship  of  Religious  News  Service  four  years  ago. 
The  newspaper  took  over  from  the  news  ser¬ 
vice’s  founding  parent  body,  the  National  Con¬ 
ference  of  Christians  and  Jews. 

What  she  and  other  UMR-RNS  executives 
found  was  an  uneven  system  of  charges  and, 
sometimes,  no  charges  at  all  for  the  news  ser¬ 
vice’s  daily  product,  twice-weekly  photo  pack¬ 
ets,  weekly  broadcast  service  and  weekly  news 
wrap-up. 

Compounding  the  problem  is  that  plenty  of  re¬ 
ligious  "news"  is  available  without  charge  from 
denominational  news  sources,  parachurch  orga¬ 
nizations,  etc. 

Noted  customers  willing  to  pay 

But  clients  like  “The  New  York  Times,” 
“Time”  magazine  and  dozens  of  denominational 
publications  have  affirmed,  via  their  subscrip¬ 
tions,  that  they  are  willing  to  pay  RNS  a  fair 
price  for  timely,  balanced,  professional  report¬ 
ing  of  religious  news  by  an  independent  organi¬ 
zation. 

The  Reporter  has  invested  about  $300,000  in 
direct  subsidies  on  a  diminishing  basis  to  keep 
RNS  alive.  Beginning  in  1988,  RNS  is  expected  to 
operate  without  that  subsidy. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  editor-gen- 


a  day’s  work  for  staff  of  specialists 

/ 


eral  manager  of  The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
said: 

“In  1983  when  our  Governing  Board  voted  to 
assume  ownership  of  Religious  News  Service, 
we  were  operating  out  of  a  four-part  rationale: 
That  such  acquisition  would  benefit  the  Report¬ 
er,  that  it  would  benefit  both  the  religious  press 
and  those  public  newspapers  that  take  seriously 
the  reporting  of  religious  news,  that  it  would 
benefit  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  be  con¬ 
sistent  with  Methodism’s  traditional  self-under¬ 
standing  and  mission,  and  that  it  would  benefit 
the  larger  society. 

“Our  sponsorship  of  RNS  as  a  wholly  owned 
subsidiary  of  the  Reporter  undergoes  at  least  an¬ 
nual  review  by  our  Governing  Board.  For  all  the 
reasons  stated  in  our  original  rationale,  we  be¬ 
lieve  it  was  proper  to  extend  the  Reporter’s 
communications  ministry  in  this  way.” 

Ms.  Weidman  said  RNS’  220  current  subscrib¬ 
ers  consist  of  about  55  percent  Protestant  press, 
20  percent  Roman  Catholic  press,  15  percent 
secular  media  and  10  percent  “random"  custom¬ 
ers,  including  Jewish  press,  libraries  and  indi¬ 
viduals. 

“For  the  foreseeable  future,”  she  said,  “our 
best  market  for  expansion  is  in  the  church 
press.” 

New  secular  market  eyed 

But  she  has  a  secular-press  target,  too— what 
she  calls  mid-range  papers  like  those  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa;  Nashville;  or  Topeka,  Kan.,  with 
circulation  of  80,000  to  120,000  in  strong  church- 
going  areas. 

Religious  News  Service  provides  its  clients  50 


The  Rev.  Judy  Weidman 
.  .  .  ‘Communicator  of  the  Year’  helped 
Religious  News  Service  survive 

to  70  stories  a  week.  No  one  uses  anywhere  near 
all  of  them.  Some  subscribers  use  only  one  or 
two— not  because  they’re  not  all  well  written  or 


reliable  but  because  space  doesn’t  permit  use  of 
more. 

A  broad  range  of  clientele,  including  some 
overseas,  forces  RNS  staff  to  keep  eyes  and  ears 
open  for  all  kinds  of  religious  news,  Ms.  Weid¬ 
man  said. 

“Some  papers  will  run  a  six-column  headline 
on  a  story  that  we  didn’t  make  too  much  of,”  she 
said.  "Other  clients  rely  on  us  to  follow  certain 
important  individuals  or  trends,  and  they  moni¬ 
tor  changes  through  our  reports.” 

The  news  service’s  vast  news  and  photo  files, 
spanning  more  than  50  years,  are  also  a  frequent 
source  of  researchers’  inquiries  and  purchases, 
she  said. 

Newsletter  started 

Three  years  ago  under  Ms.  Weidman’s  initia¬ 
tive,  RNS  began  publishing  a  biweekly  newslet¬ 
ter,  "Inside  the  American  Religion  Scene."  Its 
mixture  of  news  and  analysis  and  its  upbeat  for¬ 
mat  have  won  top  awards  among  newsletter 
producers  the  past  two  years. 

The  1988  RNS  budget  doesn’t  permit  staff  expan¬ 
sion  beyond  “a  desk  for  Bill  Bole,"  the  news  ser¬ 
vice’s  one-man  “bureau”  who  has  covered  the 
religious  news  scene  in  Washington  from  his  home. 

But  the  budget  will  provide  for  a  modest  in¬ 
crease  in  the  RNS  "stringer”  network.  Those  are 
people  scattered  all  over  the  country  and  over¬ 
seas  who  cover  religious  news  where  they  are 
and  who  will  mail  or  phone  stories  to  RNS  in  re¬ 
turn  for  a  small  stipend  and  an  occasional  byline 
in  the  daily  news  service. 

“We  can't  have  too  many,”  said  Ms.  Weidman, 
anticipating  adding  some  correspondents. 


the  church  today 


Spiritual  life  rates  high 
in  national  ‘home’  study 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— In  a  study  of  the 
American  home  done  by  Louis  Harris 
and  Associates  for  Pier  1  Imports,  “be¬ 
ing  committed  to  your  religious  or  spiri- 
tual  life”  ranked  second  highest 
nationwide  in  elements  that  contribute 
to  quality  of  life. 

Thirty-six  percent  of  the  respondents 
termed  this  category  "absolutely  essen¬ 
tial."  It  was  outranked  only  by  "having 
good  friends,”  which  drew  a  45  percent 
response. 

In  three  areas  of  the  country— South 
Central,  "Breadbasket"  and  Southeast- 
commitment  to  religious  or  spiritual  life 
ranked  at  the  top,  with  47  percent,  46 
percent  and  41  percent  respectively.  The 
lowest  ranking  came  in  New  England, 
with  25  percent,  and  the  Mid-Atlantic, 
with  30  percent 

Boston  theology  professor 
Harrell  Beck  dies  at  65 

LEXINGTON.  Mass  — The  Rev.  Har¬ 
rell  Beck,  Old  Testament  professor  at 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology  for 
32  years  and.  more  recently,  a  consultant 
to  the  United  Methodist  Hymnal  Revi¬ 
sion  Committee,  died  unexpectedly  Dec. 
10  at  age  65. 

He  was  widely  known  as  a  preacher 
and  lecturer,  delivered  five  Bible  lec¬ 
tures  at  the  World  Methodist  Conference 
in  Honolulu  in  1981  and  wrote  a  series  of 
Bible  lessons  for  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  entitled,  "The  Person 
and  Work  of  Jesus." 

Board  of  Pensions  to  divest 
from  three  companies 

EVANSTON.  Ill.(UMNS) — The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Pensions  says  it  is  di¬ 
vesting  from  three  more  companies  do¬ 
ing  business  in  South  Africa. 

The  three  are  being  sold  because  they 
failed  to  achieve  standards  of  conduct 

CLASSIFIED 


under  the  Sullivan  Principles  as  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  pensions  agency  for  con¬ 
tinued  investment. 

The  companies  are  Harnischfeger  In¬ 
dustrial,  Ingersoll-Rand  and  Internation¬ 
al  Flavors  and  Fragrances.  Board  of 
Pensions  holdings  in  the  three  had  a 
market  value  of  about  $1.4  million  on 
Oct  31.  according  to  Deanna  Armstrong, 
the  board's  communications  director. 

World  Methodist  Council  maps 
emphasis  on  evangelism 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)- 
An  emphasis  on  indigenous  evangelism 
in  various  regions  of  the  world  was 
mapped  in  early  December  in  London  by 
leaders  of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

Reports  from  those  present  told  of 
substantial  growth  by  Methodist 
churches  in  some  parts  of  the  world. 

In  Korea,  the  World  Methodist  leaders 
were  told,  Methodism  has  grown  from 
350.000  members  and  1,500  churches  in 
1974  to  1  million  members  and  3,000 
churches  in  1987.  During  1988, that 
church  expects  to  launch  a  program  to 
increase  the  membership  to  2  million 
and  more  than  double  the  number  of 
churches. 

From  Kenya  came  reports  of  24  per¬ 
cent  membership  growth  in  the  past 
year. 

Both  Kenya  and  Fiji  reported  in¬ 
creased  number  of  candidates  for  the  or¬ 
dained  ministry. 

In  Britain,  more  than  40  percent  of 
Methodist  churches  have  reported  wor¬ 
ship  attendance  increases  of  more  than 
10  percent. 

Former  UMR  board  member 
Willie  B.  Clay  dies  at  57 

CHICAGO-The  Rev.  Willie  B.  Clay 
Sr..  57.  pastor  of  Gorham  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Chicago  and  a  former  long¬ 
time  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  Governing  Board  and  of  its  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee,  died  unexpectedly 
Dec.  10. 


KMOHY  UNIVERSITY -Candler  School  of  Theol- 

Kacullv  position  in  Homiletics,  beginning  Sep- 
i ember  I  1988  Tenure-track  rank  open 
Qualifications  required  M.Div  parish  experience, 
competence  in  preaching  in  the  context  of  worship 
pm!  M  |)i\  training  in  preaching  and  worship 
I ’ret  erred  advanced  degree  beyond  the  M.Div  Ap¬ 
plication  deadline  Februarv  l.  1988.  Contact  Pro¬ 
lessor  Luther  Smith  Candler  School  of  Theology 
Emory  University  Atlanta.  GA  30322  Emory  l  ni- 
versitv  is  an  equal  opportunity,  affirmative  action 
emplover 
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Professionally  written 
software  for 
church  management. 


•  Runs  on  IBM -PC  or  compatible  computers 
•  Demonstration  Disks  available 

ttpptted  Computer  Systems.  Inc. 

2175  Germantown  Ho  ad  Soutti  •  Suite  306 
Germantown.  TN  36138  •  (901)  754-4134 


Mr.  Clay  had  been  both  a  district  su¬ 
perintendent  and  council  on  ministries 
director  in  the  Northern  Illinois  confer¬ 
ence  and  a  leader  in  Chicago’s  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal. 

Native  American  caucus 
readies  growth  plan 

LOS  ANGELES  (UMNS)-Doubling  lo¬ 
cal  church  membership  and  building  a 
foundation  for  spiritual  and  mission  pur¬ 
suits  are  components  of  a  plan  that  Na¬ 
tive  American  United  Methodists  will 
present  for  approval  by  the  entire  9.7- 
million-member  church  in  the  spring. 

The  executive  committee  for  the 
church's  Native  American  caucus  mem¬ 
bers  approved  in  principle  Dec.  10-13  a 
draft  proposal  that  calls  the  church  to. 
among  other  things,  advocate  land  rights 
for  Native  American  people  and  estab¬ 
lish  a  seminary-based  "theological  fo¬ 
rum"  where  laypeople  and  clergypeople 
can  discuss  spirituality. 


Christians  wooed  for  Israel’s  tourist  traffic 

By  DANIEL  J.  LOUIS  and  even  1°  approach  2  million  a  year  by  that  we  are  particularly  interested  in  at-  "There's  a  great  deal  for  you  to  see  and 

Associate  Editor  the  end  of  the  century.  trading  Christians  from  the  United  learn  relative  to  your  faith.  We  hope  you 

Christians  in  the  United  States  can  ex-  "By  bringing  you  here  it  is  obvious  States  to  Israel,”  he  said.  will  come  as  pilgrims,  not  just  tourists." 

pect  to  be  wooed  and  courted  by  the  Isra¬ 
el  Government  Tourism  Office  during 
the  next  decade,  according  to  officials  of 
that  country’s  Ministry  of  Tourism. 

Beginning  in  1988  with  the  celebration 
of  its  40th  year  as  an  established  nation, 

Israel,  which  has  always  welcomed  tour¬ 
ists.  is  inviting  the  world  to  come  to  the 
country  that  is  native  soil  for  three  of  the 
world's  great  religions. 

But  the  occasion  is  more  than  just  a 
celebration.  It  is  also  part  of  an  effort 
for  economic  survival. 

Abraham  Sharir,  Israeli  Minister  of 
Tourism,  told  about  120  Christian  minis¬ 
ters,  denominational  leaders,  and  religion 
journalists  from  about  20  nations  early  this 
month  that  Israel  is  depending  on  Christian 
pilgrimages  and  tourism  generally  to  help 
stablize  and  solidify  the  economy. 

The  Israel  Government  Tourism  Office 
played  host— paying  travel  expenses  to  Is¬ 
rael  and  living  expenses  while  there— to 
the  visitors  for  what  was  billed  as  the  In¬ 
ternational  Christian  Promotion  Conven¬ 
tion. 

The  acknowledged  goal:  encouraging 
participants  to  return  to  Israel  as  tour 
leaders  for  groups  of  Christians  from 
their  respective  nations. 

Tourism  generates  about  $1.5  billion 
dollars  a  year  for  the  Israel  economy, 
about  one-third  of  which  is  derived  from 
the  United  States,  tourism  officials  report. 

The  goal  by  the  end  of  this  century  is 
to  double  the  worldwide  income  from 
tourism,  the  tourism  minister  said. 

He  added  that  projections  suggest  that 
to  double  the  number  of  tourists  from 
the  United  States  would  increase  this  na¬ 
tion's  proportionate  share  of  Israeli  rev¬ 
enue  because  of  generally  longer  visits 
and  higher  spending  by  Americans. 

Benny  Olearchik,  an  Israeli  tourism  of¬ 
ficial  based  in  New  York,  said  the  empha¬ 
sis  on  Christian  pilgrimages  would  be 
directed  particularly  at  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Olearchik  said  tourists  from  the 
United  States  this  year  would  approach 
one-half  million.  He  said  projections  call 
for  doubling  the  number  of  U.S.  visitors 

‘Catch  the  Spirit’ 
dropping  CBN 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— "Catch  the  Spirit,”  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism's  weekly  magazine  televi¬ 
sion  show,  will  not  be  part  of  the 
Christian  Broadcasting  Network’s  regu¬ 
lar  weekly  schedule  in  1988,  the  show's 
executive  producer  announced  Dec.  8. 

Plans  to  return  the  show  to  CBN  be¬ 
ginning  Jan.  1  have  been  abandoned  be¬ 
cause  of  a  financial  crunch,  said  Nelson 
Price,  public  media  executive  for  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

Contributions  to  World  Service  Special 
Gifts  and  money  from  United  Methodist 
districts  failed  to  reach  the  $239,000 
needed  to  pay  for  CBN  time,  he  said. 


Disciple 


REGISTER  NOW 
1988  WINTER 
DISCIPLE  BIBLE  STUDY 

TRAINING  SCHEDULE 

Nashville:  Jan.  12-14 
Tampa:  Jan.  19-21 
Houston:  Jan.  26-28 
Philadelphia:  Feb.  2-4. 

To  register,  call  toll  free: 

1-800-672-1789 
(west  of  the  Rockies,  call 
1-800-251-8591). 

Or,  write  to: 

DISCIPLE  Bible  Study 
Attn.:  Wini  Grizzle,  Room  248 
P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 


Enhance  discipleship  in  the  church 
and  in  your  life — for  you  and  for 
your  congregation's  leadership. 


"DISCIPLE  is  already  notably  impacting  the  life  of 
many  congregations.  The  unique  strengths  of 
DISCIPLE  are  its  transformational  thrust,  trusting 
God's  speaking  to  all  who  openly  study  the 
Scriptures,  and  its  integration  with  DISCIPLE' s 
superlative  resources.  DISCIPLE  is  designed  to 
challenge,  inform  and  form  anew  our  people  .  .  .  our 
leaders  ...  the  very  Church  itself." — Gordon 
Stapleton,  Conference  Council  Director,  Peninsula 
Conference 

At  the  DISCIPLE  Training  Seminary,  pastors  will 
be  guided  in  the  effective  use  of  the  new  study, 
DISCIPLE:  Becoming  Disciples  Through  Bible  Study.  In 
the  DISCIPLE  process,  local  church  leaders  are 
counseled  and  advised  on  how  to  make  the  best 
use  of  their  skills,  abilities,  and  gifts,  and  those  of 
their  congregations.  DISCIPLE  can  have  a 
far-reaching  effect  in  stimulating  development  of 
biblically  nurtured  and  inspired  Christian  disciples 
who  will  make  commitments  to  help  lead  your 
church  to  stronger  service  in  Christ. 


PARTICIPANTS  HAVE  COMMENTED: 


"This  is  the  most  visionary  plan  for  church  renewal  I 
have  seen  in  my  20  years  as  pastor." — Charlotte. 

"The  training  was  well  organized,  presented  with 
clarity,  and  inspirational.  I  found  it  all  helpful." — 
Portland 

"The  session's  experiences  were  excellent,  yes,  but 
the  fellowship  and  atmosphere  also  made  it  a  time  of 
spiritual  refreshment  and  renewal  for  me.  — Balti- 


he  trainer's  approach  was  terrific  .  .  .  made  us  feel 
;  could  do  it  .  .  .  spoke  from  the  heart  of  his 
th." — Portland 


©Cokesbury 

BOOKS  •  BIBLES  •  CHURCH  SUPPLIES  / 


" Disciple  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  church  and  I  am 
glad  to  be  in  ot  its  beginning." 

"I'm  excited  and  I  appreciate  the  Publishing  House 
commitment  and  skills." 

"An  extremely  well  organized  workshop,  with  good 
adherence  to  time  lines.  Those  involved  in  the 
presentation  were  wonderful — extremely  knowledge¬ 
able  and  very  effective." 


What  Registration  Includes: 

Your  church's  registration  investment  includes  13 
Student  Manuals  and  Certificates,  a  set  of  video¬ 
tapes,  Dick  Murray's  Teaching  the  Bible  to  Adults  and' 
Youth,  a  teacher's  guide,  and  room  and  meals  for 
three  days — at  a  cost  of  $800.  For  each  additional 
person  from  your  church,  the  cost  is  only  $250. 


Register  Now!  Enrollment  is  limited  for  each  location. 


